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SERMON XL.

The Holy Spirit convincing the World of Sin^

Righteoufnefs, and Judgment.

John xvi. 8.

And 'when he is come^ he will reprove the world of ftn^

and of righteoufnefs^ and of judgment,

THESE words contain part of a gracious promife, which

the blefled Jesus was plcafed to make to his weeping

and forrowful difciple?. The time was now drawing near,

in which the Son of man was firft to be lifted up on the crofs,

and afterwards to heaven. Kind, wondrous kind ! had this

merciful High-prieft been to his difciples, during the time of

his tabernacling amongft them. He had compafiion on their

infirmities, anfvvered for them when afiaulted by their ene-

mies, and fet them right when out of the way, either in prin-

ciple or practice. He neither called nor ufed them as fervants,

but as friends ; and he revealed his fecrets to them from time

to time. He opened their underftandings, that they might

undcrftand the fcriptures ; explained to them the hidden my«

fteries of the kingdom of God, when he fpoke to others in

parables : nay, he became the fervant of them all, and even

condefcended to wafh their feet. The thoughts of parting

with fo dear and loving a Mafter as this, efpecialiy for a long

feafon, mufl needs affedl them much. When on a certain

occafion he intended to be abfent from them only for a night,

we are told, he was obliged to conftrain them to leave him ;

no wonder then, that when he now informed them he mufl

entirely go away, and that the Pharifees in his abfence fhould

put them out of their fynagogues, and excommunicate them ;

yea, that the time fl:iould come, that wh;^foever killed them,

6 would
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would think they did God fervice (a prophecy, one would

imatMne, in an cfpecial manner defigned for the Tuiiering mi-

riltcrs of this generation) ; no wonder, 1 fay, confidering all

this, that we arc told, ver. 6. Sorrow had iilled their hearts :

" Becaufe I have faid thefe things unto you, forrow hath

filled your hearts." The exprefiion is very emphatical -, their

hearts were To full of concern, that they v/ere ready to burH.

In ord.r, therefore, to reconcile them to this mournful difpen-

fation, our dear and compalTionate Redeemer fhews them the

neccirity he lay under to leave them ;
" Neverthelefs I tell

you the truth \ it is expedient for you that I go away :" As

though he had faid. Think not, my dear difciples, that I

leave you out of anger : no, it is for your fakes, for your

profit, that I go av/ay : for if I go not away, if I die not iipOn

the crofs for your fins, and rife again for your juftification,

and afcend into heaven to make interceflion, and plead my
merits before my Father's throne ; the Comforter, the Holy

Ghofl, will not, cannot come unto you ; but if I depart, I

will fend him unto you. And that they might know what he

was to do, " When he is come, he will reprove the world of

fin, and of rightcoufnefs, and of judgment."

The perfon referred to in the words of the text, is plainly

the Comforter, the Holy Ghoft ; and the promife was fiitt

made to our Lord's apoftles. But though it was primarily

made to them, and was literally and remarkably fulfilled at

the day of Pentecou, when the Holy Ghofl came down as a

mighty rufliing wind, and alfo when three thoufand were

pricked to the heart by Peter s preaching
;

yet, as the Apoftles

were the reprefentativcs of the whole body of believers, we
muft infer, that this promife m.uft be looked upon as fpoken

to us, and to our children^ and to as many as the Lord our

God (hall call.

My dcfign from thefe words, is to fnew the manner in

which the Holy GhoR generally works upon the hearts of

thofe, who, through grace, are made vefTels of mercy, and

trar.flated from the kingdom of darknefs into the kingdom of

God's dear Son.

1 fay, generally : For, as GoD is a fovereign agent, his fa-

cred Spirit bloweth not only on whom, but v/hen and how it

lidtth. Therefore, far be it from me to confine the Almighty

to
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to one way of aifling, or fay, that all undergo an equal

degree of convidlion : no, there is a holy variety in God's
methods of calling home his chiSi, But this we may affirm

alTuredly, that, wherever there is a work of true convi(5tion

and converfion wrought upon afmner's heart, the Holy Ghoft,

whether by a greater or lefs degree of inward foul-trouble,

does that which our Lord Jesus told the difciples, in the

words of the text, that he fhould do vvhen he came.

If any of you ridicule inward religion, or think there is no
fuch thing as our feeling or receiving the Holy Ghoft, I fear

my preaching will be quite foolifhnefs to you^ and that you
will undcrftand me no more than if I fpoke to you in an un-

known tongue. But as the promife in the text, is made to

the world, and as I know it will be fulfilling till time {hall be

no more, I fhall proceed to explain the general way whereby

the Holy Ghoft works upon every converted finner^s heart

;

and I hope that the Lord, even whilft I am fpeaking^ will be

plcafed to fulfil it in many of your hearts. " And when he is

come, he will reprove the world of fm, of righteoufncfs, and

of judgment."

The word, which we tranflate reprove, ought to be rendred

convince ; and in the original it implies a convid\ion by v^'ay

of argumentation, and coming with a power upon the mind

equal to a demonftration. A great many fcofFers of thefe laft

days, will afk fuch as they term pretenders to the Spirit, hovir

they feel the Spirit, and how they know the Spirit ? They
might as well afk, how they know, and how they feel the fun

when it (bines upon the body ? For with equal power and

demonftration does the Spirit of God work upon and con-

vince the foul. And,

«

Firji^ It convinces of fin j and generally of fome enormous

fin, the worft perhaps the convi6led perfon ever was guilty of.

I'hus, when our Lord was converfing wiih the woman of

Samaria^ he convinced her firft of her adultery :
'* Woman,

go call thy hufband. The woman anfwered, and faid, I have

no hufband. Jesus faid unto her. Thou haft well faid, I

have no hufband : for thou haft had five huihands, and he

whom thou now haft, is not thy hufband : in this faidft thou

truly." With this there went fuch a powerful conviction of

Vol. VL I all
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all her other actual fin?, that loon after, " fhe left her water-

pot, and went her way into the city, and faith to the men.

Come, and fee a man that told me all things that ever I did :

is not this the Christ ?" 1 hus our Lord alfo dealt with the

pcrfccutor Saul : he convinced him firft of the horrid fin of

pcifccution ;
" S^ii/Ij Snul^ why perfecuteft thou me?" Such

a fenfe of all his other fins, probably at the fame time revived

in his mind, that immediately he died ; that is, died to all his

falfe confidences, and was thrown into fuch an agony of foul,

that he continued three dajs, and neither did eat nor drink.

I'his is the method the Spirit of God generally takes in deal-

ing; with finners ; he firft convinces them of fomc heinous

actual fin, and at the fime time brings all their other fins into

rcmembracc, and as it v/ere fets them in battle-array before

them :
*' Wht^n he is conic, he will reprove the world of

fm."

And wns it ever thus with you, my dear hearers ? (For I

mufi: qucftion you as I go along, becaufe I intend, by the Di-

vine help, to preach not only to your heads, but your hearts).

Did the Spirit of God ever bring all your fins thus to remem-

brance, and make you cry out to God, '' Thou writeft bitter

things againft me?" Did your adual fins ever appear before

you, as though drawn in a map ? If not, you have great rea-

ion (unlefs you v/ere fan6\ified from the womb) to fufpecl

that you are not convi6led, much more not converted, and

that the promifc of the text was never yet fulfilled in your

hearts.

Farther : When the Comforter comes into a finner's heart,

ihoucih it generallv convinces the fmner of his a6^ual fm fir(K

vet it leads him to fee and bewail his original fin, the fountain

from which all thefe polluted flreams do fiow.

Though every thing in the earth, air, and water •, evr-.-y

thing both without and within, concur to prove the truth of

that affertion in the Icripture, '^ in Jdam we all have died ;"

yet moft are (o hardened throu^'h the deceitfulnefs of fm, that

r.otwithflanding they may j^iye an affent to the truth of the

propofition in their heads, yet they never felt it really in their

hearts. Nay, fome in words prolefiedly deny it, though their

works too, too plainlv prove them to be degenerate fons of a

degenerate father. But when the Comforter, the Spirit of

God,



God, arrets a finncr, and convinces him of fin, a!l carnal

reafoning againft original corruption, every proud and hiati

imagination, which exalteth itfelf againft that doctrine, is

immediately thrown down ; and he is made to cry our,

" Who fhall deliver me from the body of this death ?'* He
now finds that concupifcence is fin ; and does not fo much
bewail his adual fins, as the inward perverfenefs of his heart,

which he now finds not only to be an enemy to, but alio direcbl:

enmity againft God.
And did the Comforter, my dear friends, ever come with

fuch a convincing power as this into your hearts ? Were you

ever made to fee and feel, that in your ficfii dwelleth no good

thing ; that you are conceived and born in fin ; that you are

by nature children of wrath ; that God would be juft if he

damned you, though you never committed an adtual fin in your

lives ? So often as you have been at church and facramenr,

did you ever feelingly confefs, that there was no health in

you ; that the remembrance of your original and a£lual fins

was grievous unto you, and the burden of them intolerable ?

If not, you have been only ofiering to God vain oblations
;

you never yet prayed in your lives ; the Comforter never vet

came efFe6tually into your fouls : confequently you are not in

the faith properly fo called ; no, you are at prefent in a ftate

of death and damnation.

Again, the Comforter, when he comes effectually to work
upon a finner, not only convinces him of the fin of his na-

ture, and the fin of his life, but alfo of the fin of his duties.

We all naturally are Legalifts, thinking to be juftified by

the works of the law. When fomewhat awakened by the ter-

rors of the Lord, we immediately, like the Pharifees of old,

go about to eftablifti our own righteoufnefs, and think we
fhall find acceptance with God, if we feek it with tears :

finding ourfelves damned by nature and our a(5lual fins, we
then think to recommend ourfelves to God by our duties, and

hope, by our doings of one kind or another, to inherit eternal

life. But, whenever the Comforter comes into the heart, it

convinces the foul of thcfe falfe refts, and makes the finner to fee

that all his righteoufnefles are but as filthy rags; and that, for

the moft pompous fervices, he deferves no better a doom than

that of the unprofitable fervant, *' to be thrown into outer

1 2 darkncfs.
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darknefs, where is weeping, and wailing, and gnafhing of

teeth."

And was this degree of convi(flion ever wrought in any of

your fouls ? Did the Comforter ever come into your hearts,

{o as to make you fick of your duties, as well as your fms ?

Were you ever, with the great Apoftle of the Gentiles^ made

to abhor your own righteoufnefs which is by the law, and ac-

kncwlcdfre that you deferve to be damned, though you fhould

eive all your goods to feed the poor? Were you made to feel,

that your very repentance needed to be repented of, and that

every thing in yourfelves is but dung and drofs ? And that all

the arguments you can fetch for mercy, muft be out of the

heart and pure unmerited love of God ? Were you ever made

to lye at the feet of fovereign Grace, and to fay, Lord,

if thou wilt, thou mayeft fave me; if not, thou mayeft

juftly damn me; I have nothing to plead, I can in no wife

juftify myfelf in thy fight ; my beft performances, I fee, will

condemn me; and all I have to depend upon is thy free grace?

What fay you ? Was this ever, or is this now, the habitual

lan^^ua^e of your hearts ? You have been frequently at the

temple"; but did you ever* approach it in the temper of the

poor Publican, and, after you have done all, acknowledge

that you have done nothing ; and, upon a feeling experimen-

tal fenfe of your own unwonhinefs and finfulncfs every way,

fmite upon your breafts, and fay, " God be merciful to us

finners ?" If you never were thus minded, the Comforter

never yet efFe6)uariy came into your fouls, you are out of

Christ ; and if God (Viould require your fouls in that con-

dition, he would be no better to you than a confuming^fire.

Fut there is a fourth fm, of which the Comforter, when

he comes, convinces the foul, and which alone (it is very

remarkable) our Lord mentions, as though it was the only

fin worth mentioning ; for indeed it is the root of all other

fins whatfoever : it is the reigning as well as the damning fm

of the world. And what now do you imagine that fm may

be ? It is that curfcd fm, that root of all other evils, I mean

the fin of unbelief. Says our Lord, verfe 9. '* Of fm, bccaufc,

they believe not on me."

But does the chriftian world, or any of you that hear me.

this day, want the Holy Ghoft to convince you of unbelief?

Are
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Are there any infidels here ? Yes, (O that I had not too
great reafon to think fo I) I fear moft are fuch : not indctd
fuch infidels as profefledly deny the Lord that bou<rht us

(though I fear too many even of fuch monHers are in every

country) ; but I mean fuch unbelievers, that have no more
faith in Christ than the devils themfelvcs. Perhaps you
may think you believe, becaufe you repeat the Creed, or fub-

fcribe to a Confeffion of Faith ; becaufe you go to church or
meeting, receive the facrament, and are taken into full com-
munion. Thefe are blefled privileges ; but all this may be
done, without our being true believers. And I know not
how to dete6l your falfe hypocritical faith better, than by
putting to you this queftion : How long have you believed ?

Would not moft of you fay, as long as we can remember ; we
never did difoelieve ? Then this is a certain fign that you have

no true faith at all ; no, not fo much as a grain of muftard-

Teed : for, if you believe now, (unlefs you were fanclified

from your infancy, which is the cafe of fome) you muftknow
th^t there was a time in which you did not believe on the

Lord Jesus Christ ; and the Holy Ghoft, if ever you re-

ceived it, convinced you of this. Eternal truth has declared,

" When he is come, he will convince the world of fin, be-

caufe they believe not on me."

None of us believe by nature: but after the Holy Ghoft

has convinced us of the fin of our natures, and the fin of our

lives and duties, in order to convince us of our utter inability

to fave ourfelves, and that we muft be beholden to God, as

for every thing elfe, fo for faith (without which it is impof-

fible to pleafc, or be faved by Christ) he convinces us alfo,

that we have no faith. " Doft thou believe on the Son of

God r" is the grand queftion which the Holy Ghoft now puts

to the foul: at the fame time he works with fuch power and

demonftration, that the fouLfees, and is obliged to con fefs,

that it has no faith.

This is a thing little thought of by moft who call

themfelves believers. They dream they are chriftians, be-

caufe they live in a chriftian country : If they were born

Turksy they would believe on Mahomet', for what is that

which men commonly call faith, but an outward confcnt to

^he eftab^iflied religion ? But do not you thus deceive your

I 3 ovva
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cwn fclves ; true faiih is quite another thing. Afk your-

felves therefore, whether or not the Holy Ghoft ever power*

iully convinced you o\ tl^e Im of unbelief? You are perhaps

fo devout (you may imagine) as to get a catalogue of fins ;

which you look over, and confefs in a formal manner, as

ofien as you go to the holy facrament : but among all your

iuis did you ever once confefs and bewail that damning fin

of unbelief? Were you ever made to cry out, " Lord, give

me iaith ; Lord, give me to believe on thee; O that I had

faith ! O that I could believe !" If you never were thus

diftrefied, at leaft, if you never faw and felt that you had no

faith it is a certain fign that the Holy Gholl, the Comforter,

never came into and worked favingly upon your fculs.

I>ut is it not odd, that the Holy Ghoft fhould be called a

Comforter, when it is plain, by the experience of all God's

children, that this work of convitSlion is ufually attended with

fore inward conflicts, and a great deal of foul-trouble ? I

anfvver. The Holy Ghoft may well be termed a Comforter,

even in this work ; becaufe it is the only way to, and ends

in, true folid comfort. Blefled are they that are thus con-

vided by him, for they fhall be comforted. Nay, not only

i'oy but there is prefent comfort, even in the midft of thefe

conviclions : the foul fecretly rejoices in the fight of its own

mifery, blefies God for bringing it out of darknefs into light,

and looks forward with a comfortable profpetSt of future deli-

verances, knowing, that, " though forrovv may endure for a

night, joy will come in the morning."

Thus it is that the Holy Ghoft convinces the foul of fin.

And, if fo, how wretchedly are they miftaken, that blend the

light of the Spirit with the light of confciencc, as all fuch do,

who fay, tiiat Christ lighteth every man that cometh into

the world, and that light, if improved, will bring us to Jesus

Christ ? If fuch dodtrine be true, the promife in the text

was needlefs : our Lord's apodles had already that light; the

wo: Id hereafter to be convinced, had that light; and, if

that was luffieient to bring them to Christ, why was it ex^

pedient that Christ ft^jould go away to heaven, to fend down
the Holy Ghoft to do this for them I Alas I all have not this

Spirit : it is the fpecial gift of God, and, without this fpecial

rift, \vp can never come to Christ.

5 Ths
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The light of confcience will accufe or convince us of any
common fin ; but the light of natural confcience never did

never will, and never can, convince of unbelief. If it could,

how comes it to pafs, that not one of the heathens, who im-

proved the light of nature in fi:ch an eminent degree, was
ever convinced of unbelief? No, natural conlcience canr.ot

tffciSi this ; it is the peculiar property of the Hc>ly Ghofl: the

Comforter: " When he is come, he will reprove (or con-

vince) the world of fm, of righteoufnefs, and judgment."

We have heard how he convinces of fin : we come now to

fliew.

Secondly^ What is the righteoufnefs, of which the Comfor-
ter convinces the world.

By the word righteoufncfiy in fome places of fcripture, v\e

are to underftand that common juflice which we ounlu to

pra6life between man and man ; as when Paul is faid to rea-

fon of temperance and righteoufnefs before a trembling Fdiix,

But here (as in a multitude of other places in holy writ) wc
are to underftand by the word righteoufnefs, the a£live and

paffive obedience of the dear Lord Jesus ; even that perfect,

perfonal, all-fufHcient righteoufnefs, which he has wrought

out for that world which the Spirit is to coiwince. " Of
righteoufnefs, (fays our LoPwD) becaufe I go to the Father,

and ye fee me no more.'* This is one argumeni: that the

Holy Spirit makes ufe of to prove Christ's righieoufnef^,

becaufe he is gone to the Father, and wc fee hitn no more.

For, had he not wrought out a fufficicnt righteoufnefs, the

Father would hiive fent him back, as not having done Vvhat

he undertook ; and a'C (hould have {ten him a^iain,

O the righteoufnefs of Christ 1 It fo comforts my foul,

that I muft be excufed if I mention it in almoft all my difcour-

fes. 1 would not, if I could help it, have one ferm.on v/ithout it.

Whatever infidels may objed, or Anninians fopliiilically argue

againft an imputed righteoufnefs ; yet whoever know themfehes

and God, muft acknowledge, that " Jesus Christ is the

end of the law for righteoufnefs, (and perfect juftification in

the fi!j,ht of God) to every one that believeth," and that wc
are to be made the righteoufnefs of God in him. This, and

this onl/j a poor fmner can by hold of, as a fure anchor of

1 4- Mi$
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his hope. Whatever other fcheme of falvatiofi men may lay,

I acknowledge I can fee no other foundation whereon to build

my hopes of falvation, but on the rock of Christ's perfonal

righteoufnefs, imputed to my foul.

Many, I believe, have a rational conyidllon of, and agree

with me in this : but rational convictions, if reftcd in, avail

but little ; it muft be a fpiritual, experimental convi6tion of

the truth, which is faving. And therefore our Lord fay?,

when the Holy Ghoft comes in the day of his power, it con-

vinces of this righteoufnefs, of the reality, compleatnefs, and

fufRciency of it, to fave a poor fmner.

We have feen how the Holy Ghoft convinces the fmner of

the fm of his nature, life, duties, and of the fm of unbelief;

and what then muft the poor creature do ? He muft, he muft

inevitably defpair, if there be no hope hut in himfelf. When
therefore the Spirit has hunted the fmner out of all his falfe

rcfts and hiding-places, taken oft' the pitiful fig-leaves of his

own works, and driven him out of the trees of the garden

(his outward reformations) and placed him naked before the

bar of a fovereign, holy, juft, and fm-avenging G«: p ; then,

then it is, when the foul, having the fentence of death within

itfelf becaufe of unbelief, has a fweet difplay of Christ's

righteoufnefs made to it by the Holy Spirit of God. Here it

is, that he begins more immediately to a61: in rh'^ quality of a

Comforter, and convinces the foul fo powerfully of the reality

and all-fufficiency of Christ's righteoufnefs, that the foul is

immediately fet a hungering and thirfting after it. Now the

{inner begins to fee, that though he has deftroyed himfelf, yet

in Christ is his help ; that, though he has no righteoufnefs

c( his own to recommend him, there is a fulnefs of grace, a

fulnefs of truth, a fulnefs of righteoufnefs in the dear Lord
Jesus, which, if once imputed to him, will make him happy

for ever and ever.

None can tell, but thofe happy fouls who have experienced

it, with what demonftration of the Spirit this convidion
comes. O how amiable, as well as all-fufficienr, does the

blefled Jesus now appear! With what new eyes does the

foul now fee the Lord its righteoufnefs ! Brethren, it is un-
utterable. If you were never thus convinced of Christ's
righteoufnefs in your own fouls, though you may believe it

doflrinally,
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.do£lrinally, It will av^il you nothing, if the Comforter never

C2ime favingly into your fouls, then you are comfortlcfs indeed.

But

What will this righteoufnefs avail, if the foql has it not in

pofleHion ?

Thirdly^ The next thing therefore the Comforter, v;hen he
comes, convinces the foul of, is judgment.

By the vi-ord judgment, I underftand that v/e!l-arounded

peace, that fettled judgment, which the foul forms of itfejf

when it is enabled by the Spirit of God to Jay hold on
Christ's righteoufnefs, which I believe it always does, when
convinced in the matter before-mentioned. *' Of judgment
(fays our Lord) becaufe the Prince of this world is judrred;'*

the foul, being enabled to lay hold on Christ's perfect

righteoufnefs by a lively faith, has a convi^Slion wrought in it

by the Holy Spirit, that the Prince of this v/orld is judged.

The foul being now juftified by faith, has peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, and can triumphantly fay.

It is Christ that juftifies me, who is he that condemns me ?

The ftrong man armed is now caft out ; my foul is in a true

peace ; the Prince of this world will come and accufe, but

he has now no {hare in me : the blefTed Spirit which I have

received, and whereby I am enabled to apply Christ's ri<rhte-

oufnefs to my poor foul, powerfully convinces me of this :

why fhould I fear? or of what fhall I be afraid, fince God*s
Spirit witnefles with my fpirit, that I am a child of God ?

The Lord is afcended up on high ; he has led captivity cap-

tive; he has received the Holy Ghoft the Comforter, that bed

of gifts for men : and that Comforter is come into my heart: he

is faithful that hath promifed : I, even I, am powerfully, ra-

tionally, fpiritually convi6led of fin, righteoufnefs and jadg-

inent. By this I know the Prince of this world is judged.

Thus, I fay, may we fuppofc that foul to triumph, in which

the promife of the text is happily fulfilled. And though, at

the beginning of this difcourfe, I faid, mod had never expe-

rienced any thing o'i this, and that therefore this preaching

muft be foolifhnefs to fach ; yet I doubt not but there are

(ome few happy fouls, who, through grace, have been enabled
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to follow me ftep by ftep ; and notwithflanding the Holy

Ghoft might not diredly work in the fame order as I have

dcfcribed, and perhaps they cannot exaclly fay the time when,

yet they have a well-grounded confidence that the work is

done, and that they have really been convinced of fin, righte-

oulncfs and judgment in fome way, or at fome time or

another.

And now, what (hall I fay to you ? O thank God, thank

the Lord Jesus, thank the ever-blefTed Trinity, for this un-

fpeakable gift: for you would never have been thus highly fa-

voured, had not he who firft fpoke darknefs into light, loved

you with an everlafting love, and enlightened you by his Holy

Spirit, and that too, not on account of any good thing fore-

feen in you, but for his own name's fake.

Be humble therefore, O believers, be humble : look to the

rock from whence you have been hewn : extol free grace ;

admire elccSting love, Vv'hich alone has made you to differ from

the reft of your brethren. Has God brought you into light ?

Walk as becometh children of light. Provoke not the Holy

Spirit to depart from you: for though he hath fealed you to

the day of redemption, and you know that the Prince of this

tvorld is judged ;
yet if you backflide, grow luke-warm, or

forget your firft love, the Lord will vifit your offences with

the rod of aiBi£^ion, and your fin with fpiritual fcourges. Be

not therefore high-minded, but fear. Rejoice, but let it be

with trembling. As the ele<Sl: of God, put on, not only

humblenefs of mind, but bowels of compaffion ; aftd pray, O
pray for your unconverted brethren ! Help me, help me now,

O children of God, and hold up my hands, as Jaron and Hur
once held up the hands of Mofes. Pray, whilft f am preach-

ing, that the Lord may enable me to fay. This day is the

promife in the text fulfilled in fome poor finners hearts. Cry

mightily to God, and, with the cords of holy violence, pull

down bleffings on your neighbours heads. Christ yet lives

and reigns in heaven : the refidue of the Spirit is yet in his

hand, and a plentiful effufion of it is promifed in the latter

days of the church. And O that the Holy Ghoft, the bleffed

Comforter, would now come down, and convince thofe that

are Chriftlcfs amongft you, of fin, of righteoufnefs, and of

judgment 1
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judgment ! O that you were once made willing to be con-

vinced !

But perhaps you had rather be filled with wine than with

the Spirit, and are daily chafmg that Holy Ghoft from your

fouls. What (hall I fay for you to God ? " Father, forgive

them, for they know not what they do." What (hall 1 fay

from God to you ? Why ? That " God was in Christ re-

conciling the world unto himfelf :" Therefore I bcfeech you,

as in Christ's ftead, be ye reconciled to God. Do not go
away contradiding and blafpheming. I know Satan would

have you be gone. Many of you may be uneafy, and are

ready to cry out, " What a wearinefs is this !" But I will not

let you go : I have wreftled with God for my hearers in pri-

vate, and I muft wreflle with you here in public. Though
of myfcjf I can do nothing, and you can no more by your

own power come to and believe on Christ, than Lazarus

could come forth from the grave ; yet who knows but God
may beget fome of you again to a lively hope by this foolifh-

nefs of preaching, and that you may be fome of that world,

v/hich the Comforter is to convince of fin, of righteoufnefs,

and of judgment ? Poor Chriftlefs fouls ! do you know what
a condition you are in I Why, you are lying in the wicked

one, the devil ; he rules in you, he walks and dwells in you,

unlefs you dwell in Christ, and the Comforter is come into

your hearts. And will you contentedly lie in that wicked

one the devil ? What wages will he give you? Eternal death.

O that you would come to Christ I The free gift of God
through him is eternal life. He will accept of you even now,
if you will believe in him. The Comforter may yet come
i.nto your hearts, even yours. All that are now his livino-

temples, were once lying in the wicked one, as well as you.

This bleffed gift, this Holy Ghoft, the blefled Jesus received

even for the rebellious.

I fee many of you affected : but are your paffions only a

little wrought upon, or are your fouls really touched with a

lively fcnfe of the heinoufnefs of your fins, your want of faith,

and the precioufnefs of the righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ?
If fo, I hope the Lord has been gracious, and that the Com-
forter is coming into your hearts. Do not ftifle thefe con-

vidliuns I
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vlc^lons! Do not go away, and ftraightvvay forget what man-

ner of dodrine you have heard, and thereby (liew that thefe

are only common workings of a few tranfient convidlions,

floating upon the furface of your hearts. Beg of God that

you may be fincere (for he alone can make you fo) and that

you may indeed defire the promife of the text to be fulfilled

in your fouls. Who knows but the Lord may be gracious ^

Remember you have no plea but fovereign mercy ; but, for

your encouragement alfo, remember it is the world, fuch as

you are, to whom the Comforter is to come, and whom he

is to convince : wait therefore at wifdom's gates. The bare

probability of having a door of mercy opened, is enough to

keep you ftriving. Christ Jesus came into the world to

fave finners, the chief of them : you know not but he came

to fave you. Do not go and quarrel with GoD*s decrees, and

fay, if I am a reprobate, I {hall be damned j if I am elected,

1 (hall be faved ; and therefore I will do nothing. What
have you to do with God's decrees ? Secret things belong to

to him ; it is your bufmefs to " give all diligence to make

your calling and eledlion fure,'* If there are but few who find

the way that leads to life, do you ftrive to be fome of them ;

you know not but you may be in the number of thofe few,

and that your flriving may be the means which God intends

to blefs, to give you an entrance in. If you do not ad thus,

you are not fincere; and, if you do, who knows but you may
find mercy ? For though, after you have done all that you

can, God may juflly cut you of^*, yet never was a fingle per-

fon damned who did all that he could. Though therefore

your hands are withered, ftretch them out; though you are

impottnt, fick, and lame, come, lie at the pool. Who knows

but by and by the Lord Jesus may have compailion on you,

and fend the Comforter to convince you of fin, righteoufnefs,

and of judgment ? He is a God full of compailion and long-

fuftering, otherwife you and I had been long fince lifting up

our eyes in torments. But ftill he is patient with us !

O Chriftlefs finners, you are alive, and who knows but

CjOD intends to bring you to repentance ? Could my prayers

or tears effedt it, you fhould have vollies of the one, and fiood^

of the other. My heajt is touched with a fanfe of your con-

3 dition

;
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dition : May our merciful High-pricft now fend down the

Comforter, and make you fenfible of it alfo ! O the love of
Christ ! It conftrains me yet to befeech you to come to him •

what do you rejcdt, if you rejed Christ, the Lord of
glory ! Sinners, give the dear Redeemer a lodging in your
fouls. Do not be Bcthft^cmites \

give Christ your hearts,

your whole hearts. Indeed he is worthy. He made you, and
not you yourfelves. You are not your own

; give Christ
then your bodies and fouls, which are his ! Is it not enough

to melt you down, to think that the high and lofty One,
who inhabiteth eternity, fhould condefcend to invite you
by his minifiers ? How foon can he frown you to hell ?

And how know you, but he may, this very inftant, if

you do not hear his voice? Did any yet harden their hearts

againft Christ, and profper ? Come then, do not fend me
forrowful away : do not let me have reafon to cry out, O my
leannefs, my leannefs ! Do not let me go weeping into my
clofet, and fay, " Lord, they will not believe my report;

Lord, I have called them, and they will not anfwer ; I am
unto them as a very pleafant fong, and as one that plays upon

a pleafant inftrument ; but their hearts are running after the

luft of the eye, the luft of the flefh, and the pride of life."

Would you be willing that I (liould give fuch an account of

you, or make fuch a prayer before God ? And yet I muit

not only do fo here, but appear in judgment againfi you here-

after, unlefs you will come to Christ. Once more therefore

I intreat you to come. What obje£lions have you to make ?

Behold, I ftand here in the name of God, to anfwer ait

that you can offer. But I know no one can come, unlefs

the Father draw him : I will therefore addrefs me to my

God, and intercede with him to fend the Comforter into your

hearts.

O blefled Jesus, who art a God whofe compaiTions fail

not, and in whom all the promifes are yea and amen ; thou

that fitteft between the cheruhims, (hew thyfelf amongft

us. Let us now fee thy outgoings ! O let us now tafte that

thou art gracious, and reve^d thy almighty arm ! Get thyfelf

the vidlory in ihefe poor fmners hearts. Let not the word

fpoken prove like water fpilt upon the ground. Send down,

fend


