
AN

EXPOSITION,
WITH

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

UPON THE SECOND BOOK OF

SAMUEL.

This book IS the history of the reign of king David. We had, m the foregoing Book, an account of his

designation to the government, and liis struggles with Saul, which ended at length in the death of his

persecutor. This Book begins with his accession to the throne, and is entirely taken up with the attairs

of the government during the forty years he reigned, and therefore is entitled, by the Seventy, Ihe

Third Book of the Xin^s. It gives us an account of David's triumphs and Ids troubles.

I. His triumphs over the house of Saul; {ch. 1--4.) over the Jebusites and Phihstmes; (cA. 5.) at the

bringing up of the ark; (ch. 6 and 7. ) over the neighbouring nations that opposed him, ch. 8-
•
10. And

so far the history is agreeable to what we might expect from David's character, and the choice made

of him. But his cloud has a dark side. r,T- , / , ^-. j no > -rx. ,

II. We have his troubles, the cause of them, his sin in the matter of Uriah, {ch. 11 and 12.) 1 he ircu-

bles themselves from the sin of Amnon, {ch. 13.) the rebellion of Absalom, {ch.Uy 19 ) and ot

Sheba, {ch. 20.) and the plague in Israel for his numbering the people, {ch. 24.) beside the famine tor

the Gibeonites, {ch. 21.) His song we have, {ch. 22.) and his words and worthies, cA. 2o. Many

things in this history are very instructive; but for the hero, that is the subject ot it, though, in many

instances, he appears here very great, and very good, and very much the fevourite of Heaven, yet it

must be confessed that his honour shines brighter in his Psalms than in his Annals.

II. SAMUEL, I.

CHAP. L
In the close of the foregoing Book, (which with this is

connected as a continuation of the same history,) we
had Saul's exit; he went down slain to the pit, though

he was the terror of the mighty in the land of the living.

We are now to look toward the rising sun, and to in-

quire where David is, and what he is doing. In this

chapter, we have, I. Tidings brought him to Ziklag of

the death of Saul and Jonathan, by an Ainalekite, who
undertook to give him a particular narrative ol it,

V. 1 . . 10. II. David's sorrowful reception of these

tidings, v. 11, 12. III. Justice done upon the messen-

aer, who boasted that he had helped Saul to despatch

himself, v. 13. . 16. IV. An elegy which David penned

upon this occasion, 17 . . 27. And in all this, David's

breast appears very happilv free from the sparks, either

of revenge or ambition, and he observes a very suitable

demeanonr.

1. I^OW it came to pass, after the death

.1^ of Saul, when David was returned

from the slaughter of the Amalekites, and

David had abode two days in Ziklag ; 2.

It came even to pass on the third day, that,

behold, a man came out of the camp from

Saul, with his clothes rent, and earth upon

his head : and so it was, when he came to

David, that he fell to the earth, and did

obeisance. 3. And David said unto him,

From whence comest thou ? And he said

unto him. Out of the camp of Israel am 1

escaped. 4. And David said unto him,

How went the matter? I pray thee, tell me.

And he answered. That the people are fled

from the battle, and many of the people

also are fallen and dead; and Saul ano

Jonathan his son are dead also. 5. And
David said unto the young man that told

him. How knowest thou that Saul and Jon-

athan his son be dead ? 6. And the young

man that told him said. As I happened by

chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul

leaned upon his spear ; and, lo, the chariots

and horsemen followed hard after him. 7



360 II. SAMUEL, 1.

And when he looked behind him, he saw
me, and called unto me: and I answered,

Here am 1. 8. And he said unto me. Who
art thou? And 1 answered him, I am an
Amalekite. 9, He said unto me again,

Stand, I pray thee, upon me, and slay me

;

for anguish is come upon me, because my
life is yet whole in me. 10. So I stood upon

him, and slew him, because I was sure

that he could not live after that he was fall-

en: and I took the crown \.\\?ii ivas upon

his head, and the bracelet that loas on his

arm, and have brought them hither unto my
lord.

Here is,

I. David settling again in Ziklag his own city:

after lie had rescued his family and friends out of

the hands of the Anialekites, {v. 1.) he abode in

Ziklag. Thence he was now sending presents, to

his friends, 1 Sam. 30. 26. and there he was ready
to receive those that came into his interests; not

men in distress und debt, as his first followers were,

but persons of quality in their country, mighty men,
men ofrjar, and captavis ofthousands; (as we find,

1 Chrnn. 12. 1, 8, 20.) such came day by day to

him, God stirred up their hearts to do so, till he had
^ great host, like the host of God, as it is said there,

V. 22. The secret springs of revolutions are unac-
countable, and must be resohed into that Provi-

dence, which turns all hearts as the rivers of water.

II. Intelligence brought liim thither of the death
of Saul. It was strange t'nat he did not leave some
spies about the camps, to bring him early notice of

the issues of the engagement, a sign that he desired

not Saul's woful day, nor was impatient to come
to the throne, hut willing to wait till those tidings

were brought to him, which many a one would
have sent more than Iralf way to meet. He tliat

believes, does not make haste, takes good news
wher it comes, and is not uneasy while it is in the

coming.
1. The messenger presents himself to David as

an express, in the posture of a moui ner for the de-

ceased prince, and a subject to the succeeding one.

He came with his clothes rent, and m ide obeisance

to David, {v. 2.) pleasing himself with the fancy

that he had the honour to be the first that did him
homage as his sovereign; but it proved he was
the first that received from him sentence of death,

as his judge. He told David he came from the
camp of Israel, and intimated the confusion it was
in, when he said he was escaped out of it, having
much ado to get away with his life, x\ 3.

2. He gives him a general account of the issue of

the battle. David was > ery desi'ous to know how
the matter went, as one that h id more reasons
than any to be concerned for the public; and he told

him very distinctly that tlie army of Israel was
rotited, many slain, and, among the rest, Saul and
Jonathan, t». 4. He names only Saul and Jonathan,

because he knew David would be most solicitous to

know their fate; for Saul was the man whom he
most feared, and Jonathan the man whom he most
loved.

3. He gives him a more particular account of the

death of Saul. It is probable that David had heard,
by the report of others, what the issue of the war
was, for multitudes resorted to him, it should seem,
in consequence; but he was dcs'rous to know the
certaintv of the report concerning Saul and Jona-

than, either because he was not forward to believe

it, or because he Avould not proceed upon it, to

make his own claims, till he was fully assured of
He therefore asks. How knowest thou that Saul au
Jojiathan are dead? In answer to which, the young
man tells him a very ready story, putting it past
doubt that Saul was dead, for he himself had been
not only an eye-witness of his death, but an instru-

ment of it, and therefore David might rely upon his

testimony. He says nothing, in his narrative, of the
death ot Jonathan, knowing how ungrateful that
would be to David, but accounts only fur Sail
thinking (as Da\ id understood it well enough, ch.

4. 10.) that he should be welcome for that, and re-

warded, as one that brought good tidings.

The account he gives of this matter is,

(1.) Very particuh : that he happened to go to

the place where Sa 1 was, (t. 6.) as a passenger,
not as a soldier, an . therefore an indifferent per-
son; that he found Saul endeavouring to run him-
self through with his own spear, none of his attend-
ants being willing to do it for him; and, it seems, he
could not do it dexterously for himself, his hand and
heart failed him, the miserable man had not cfii-

rage enough either to live or die; he therefore call-

ed this stranger to him, {y. 7.) hiquired what coun-
tryman he was, for, provided he were not a Philis-

tine he would gladly receive from his hand the

coufi de grace (as the French call it, concerning
those that are broken on the wheel)

—

the merciful
stroke, that might despatch him out of his pain.

Understanding that he was an Amalekite, (neither

one of his subjects, nor one of his enemies,) he
begs this favour from him, {y. 9.) Stand upon me,
and slay me. He is now sick of his dignity, and
willing to be trampled upon; sick of his life, and
willing to be slain. Who then would be inordi-

nately fond of life or honour? The case may be sucii,

even with those that have no hope in their de.uh,

that yet thev may desire to die, and death flee from
them, Rev. 9. 6. jinguish is come ufion 7ne; s > we
read it; as a complaint of the pain and ten-or his

spirit was seized with. If his conscience n^>\v

brought to mind the javelin he had cast at Da- id,

his pride, malice, and ])erfidiousness, and es]ieci illy

the murder of t'oe priests, no marvel th;it anguish

came upon him: moles (they say,) open their eyes
when they are dving. Sense of unpardoned guilt

will make death indeed the king of terrors. They
that have baffled tlieir convictions, will, perh.ps, in

their dying moments, be o\ erpowered by them.
The margin reads it as a complaint of the inconve-

nience of his clothes; thit his coat of mail wliich he
had for his defence, or his embroidered coat, which
he had for ornament, hindered him, that he could not

get the spear far enough into his body, or so strait-

ened him, now that his bodv swelled with anguish,

that he could not expire. Let no man's clothes hn

his pride, for it may so happen, that they may be his

burthen and snare.' " Hereupon," saith nui- young

man, '' Istood upon him, and slew him ;" (v. 10.)

at which word, perhaps, he observed David look up-
on him with some show of displeasure, and therefore

he excuses it, in the next words; "for I was sure

he could not live; his life was whole in him indeed,

but he would certainly have fallen into the hnnds d
the Philistines, or given himself another thrust."

(2.) It is doubtful whether this story be true. If

it was, the righteousness of God is to be observed,

that Saul, who spared the Amalekites, m contempt
of the divine command, received his death's wouncl

from an Amalekite. But n.ost interpreters think

that it was false, and that, though he might h;,i)pe:i

to be present, vet he was not assisting in the derith

of Saul, but told David so, in expectatioTi that lie

would have rewarded him for it, as having drne

him a piece of good service. They who rci.iicc it

tlie fall of an menu-, are ajit to measure otiiers by
themselves, and to think that they will do so too.
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But a man after Gcd's own heart, is not to be judg-

ed of by common men. I am not clear whether
this young man's story were true or no; it may con-

sist with the narrative in the chapter before, and be
an addition to it, as Peter's account of the death of

Judas, Acts 1. 18. is to tlie narrative, Matth. 27. 5.

What is there called a unvord, may here be called

a spear; or wlien he fell upon his sword, he leaned
on his spear.

(3.^ However, he produced that which was
proot sufficient of the death of Saul, the crown that

was upon his head, and the bracelet that was
on his arm. It should seem, these Saul was so

foolishly fond of, as to wear them in the field of

battle, which made him a fair mark for the arch-
ers, by distinguishing him from those about him:
but as pride (we say) Jeels no cold, so it fears no
danger from that which gratifies it. These fell into

the hands of this Amalekitc. Saul spared the best

of their spoil, and now the best of his came to one
of that devoted nation. He brought them to David,
as the rightful owner of them now that Saul was
dead, not doubting but l>y his officiousness herein,
to recommend himself to the best preferments in

his court or camp. The tradition of the Jews, is,

that this Amalekite was the son of Doeg, (for the
Amalekitcs were descendants from Edom,) and
that Doeg, who, they suppose, was Saul's armour-
bearer before he slew himself, gave Saul's crown
and bracelet (the ensigns of his royalty) to his son,

and bade him carry them to Da\ id, to curry favour
with him. But this is a groundless conceit; Doeg's
son, it is likely, was so well known to Saul, that he
needed not ask him as he did, {v. 8.) Who art
thou? Da\ id had been long waiting for the crown,
and now it is brought him by an Amalekite. See
how God can serve his own purpose of kindness to

his people, even by designing (ill-designing) men,
who aim at nothing but to set up themselves.

1 1. Then David took hold on his clothes,

and rent them ; and likewise all the men
that zrere with him: 12. And they mourned,
and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul,
and for Jonathan his son, and for the people
of the Lord, and for the house of Israel;

because they were fallen by the sword. 1 3.

And David said unto the young man that
told him, Whence art thou? And he an-
swered, I am the son of a stranger, an
Amalekite. 14. And David said unto him.
How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth

thine hand to destroy the Lord's anointed?
\5. And David called one of the young
men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him.
And he smote him that he died. 16. And
David said unto him. Thy blood he upon
thy head; for thy mouth hath testified

against thee, saying,! have slain the Lord's
anointed.

Here is,

I. David's reception of these tidings. So far
was he from falling into a transport of joy, as the
Amalekite expected, that he falls into a passion of
weeping, rent his clothes, {v. 11.) moxirned and
fasted, (v. 12. ) not only for his people Israel, and
Jonathan his fiiend, but for Saul his enemy.* This
he did, not only as a man of honour, in observance
of tliat decorum which forbids us to insult over
those that are fallen, and requires us to attend our
Vol. II.—2 Z

relations to the grave with respect, whatever we
lost by their life, or got by their death; but as a
good man and a man of conscience, that had for-
given the hijuries Saul had done him, and hvve him
no malice. He knew before his son wrote it, (Prov
24. 17, 18.) that if we y-ejoice when our enemy falh
the Lo7-d sees it, and it displeases him; and, tliat ht
ivho is glad at calamities, shall not go unpunished,
Prov. 17. 5. By this it appears, that those passages
in David's psalms, which express his desire of, and
triumph in, the ruin of his enemies, proceed not
from a spirit of revenge, or any irregular passion,
but from a holy zeal for the glory of God and the
public good; for by what he did here, when he
heard of Saul's death, we may perceive that his
natural temper was very tender, and that he was
kindly affected even to those that hated him. He
was very sincere, no question, in his mourning frjr

Saul, and it was not pretended, or a copy of his
countenance only. His passion was so strong, on
this occasion, that it moved those about him; all that
were iiith him, at least, in complaisance to him,
7'ent their clothes, and they fasted till even, in token
of their sorrow; and, probably, it was a religious
fast, they humbled themselves under the hand of
God, and prayed for the repairing of the breaches
made upon Israel by this defeat.

II. The reward he gave to him that brought him the
tidings; instead of preferring him, he put him to
death; judged him, cut of his own mouth, as a mur-
derer of his prince, and ordered him foi thwith to be
executed for the same. What a surprise was this to
the messenger, who thought he should ha\ e favour
shown him for his pains! In vain did he plead that
he had Saul's order for it, that it was a real kind-
ness to him, that he must inevitably have died; all

those pleas are overruled, " Thy mouth has testi-

Jied against thee, saying, I have slain the Lord's
anointed; {v. 16.) therefore thou must die."
Now, 1. D ivid herein did not do unjustly. For,

(1.) The man was an Amalekite. This, lest he
had mistaken it in his narrative, lie made him own
a second time, v. 13. That nation, and all that be-
longed to it, were doomed to destruction; so that, in

slaying him, David did what his predecessor should
have done, and was rejected for not doing. (2.)
He did himself confess the crime, so that the evi-

dence was, by the consent of all laws, sufRcient to

convict him; for every mrin is prcsr.mcd to make
the tjest of himself. If he did as lie said, he de-
served to die for treason, {v. 14.) doingthat which,
it is probable, he heard Saul's own armour-bearer
refuse to do; if not, yet by boasting that he had
done it, he plainly showed, that if there had been
occasion, he would have clone it, and w^uld have
made nothing of it; and by boasting of it to David,
he showed what opinion he had of him, that he
would rejoice in it, as one altogether like himself,
which was an intolerable affront to him, who had
hmiself once and again refused to s?re/fA /orM /ns
hand against the Lord's anointed. And his Iving to
David, if indeed it were a lie, was highly criminal,
and proved, as sooner or later that sin will prove,
lying against his own head.

2. Pie did honourably and well. Hereby he de
monstrated the sincerity of his grief; discouraged
all others from thinking, by doing the like, to in

gratiate themselves with him; and did that which
might, probably, oblige the house of Saul, and
win upon them, and recommend him to the people,
as one that was zealous for public justice, without
regard to his own private interest. We may learn
from it, that to give assistance to any in murdering
themselves, directly or indirectly, if done wittingly,
incurs the guilt of blood; and that the lives of
princes ought to be, in a special manner, precious
to us.
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17. And David lamented with this la-

mentation over Saul and over Jonathan his

sou: 18. (Also he bade them teach the

children ofJudah the use o/ the bow: behold,

it is written in the bookof Jasher :) 19. The
beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places:

how are the mighty fallen! 20. Tell // not

m Gath, publish it not in the streets of Aske-

lon; lest the daughters of the Philistines re-

joice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised

triumph. 21. Ye mountains of Gilboa, let

there he no dew, neither let there he rain up-

on you, nor fields of offerings: for there the

shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the

shield of Saul, as though 'he had not been

anointed with oil. 22.~From the blood of

the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow
of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword

of Saul returned not empty. 23. Saul and

Jonathan icere lovely and pleasant in their

lives, and in their death they were not di-

vided : they were swifter than eagles, they

were stronger than lions. 24. \e daughters

of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you

in scarlet, with other delights ; who put on

ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 25.

How are the mighty fallen in the midst

of the battle! O Jonathan, thou icast slain

in thine high places. 26, I am distressed

for thee, my brother Jonathan : veiy plea-

sant hast thou been unto me : thy love to

me was wonderful, passing the love of wo-

men. 27. How^ are the mighty fallen, and

the weapons of war perished!

When Dn\ id had rent his clothes, mourned and
wept, and fasted, for the death of Saul, and done

justice upon him who made himself guilty of it, one

would think he had made full payment of the debt

of honour he owed to his memory; yet this is not all:

we have here a poem he wrote on the occasion; for

he was a great master of his pen as well as sword.

By this eleg>' he designed both to express his own
sorrow for this great calamity, and to impress the

like on the minds of others, who ought to lay it to

heart. The putting of lamentations into poems,
made them, 1. The more moving and aftecting.

The passion of the poet, or singer, is, by this way,
wonderfully communicated to the readers and hear-

ers. 2. The more lasting. Thus they were made,
not only to spread far, but to continue long; from
generation to generation. Those might gain infor-

mation by poems, that would not read history.

Here we have,

I. The orders David gave with this eleg}-; {v. 18.)

He bade them teach the children of Judah (his own
tribe, whatever others did) the use ofthe boiv; either,

1. The bow used in war. Not but that the children

of Jud .h knew how to use the bow; (it wr^s so com-
monlv used in war, long before this, that the sword
and bow were put for all weapons of war, Gen. 48.

22.) but, perhaps, they had of late made more use

nf slings, as I)a\ id, in killing Goliath, because cheap-
er; which David would have them now to see the

inr/^nvprience of, (for they were the archers of the

PSiVistinrs that bore so hard upon Saul, 1 Sam. 31.

S t n'l to return more generally to the use of the

lu>w. to exercise themselves in this weapon, that they

might be in a capacity to avenge the death of their

prince upon the Philistines, and to outdo them at

their own weapon. It was pity but those that had
such good heads and hearts, as the children of Ju-
dah, should not be well armed. Da\ Id hereby show-
ed his authority over, and concern for, the armies
of Israel, and set himself to rectify the errors of the
former reign. But we find that the companies
which were now come to David to Ziklag, were
armed with bows; (1 Chron. 12. 2.) thereKire, 2.

Some understand it, either of some musical instru-
ment called a boiv, to which he would have the
mournful ditties sung, or, of the elegv itself; he bade
them teach the children of Judah, Kesheth, the boiv,

that is, this song, which was so entitled, for thesakf
of Jonathan's bow, the achievements of which are
here celebrated. Moses commanded Israel to learn
his song, (Deut. 31. 19.) so David his. Probably,
he bade the Levites teach them. It is written in

the book of Jasher, there it was kept upon record,
and from thence transcribed into this histoiy. That
book was, probably, a collection of state poems;
what is said to be written in that book, (Josh. 10. 13.)
is also poetical, a fragment of an historical poem.
Even songs would be forgotten and lost, if they were
not committed to writing, that best conservatory of
knowledge.

II. The eleg}' itself. It is not a divine hvmn,
nor given by inspiration of God, to be used in divine
service; nor is there any mention of God in it; but
is a human composition, and therefore was inserted,

not in the book of Psalms, which, being of d'vine
original, is presened; but in the book of Jasher,
which, being only a collection of common poems, is

long since lost.

This eleg)' bespeaks David to be,

1. A man of an excellent spirit, in four things.

(1.) He was very generous to Saul, his sworn ene-
my. Saul was his father-in-law, his sovereign, and
the anointed of the Lord; and therefore, though he
had done him a great deal of wrong, he does not
wreak his re\ enge upon his memon' when he is in

his grave; but, like a good man, and a man of honour,

[1.] He conceals his faults: and though there was
no preventing of their appearance in his history, yet
they should not appear in this eleg}'. Charity teach-
es us to make the best we can of every body; and
those we can say no good of, to say nothing of, espe-
cially when they are gone. De mortuU nil nisi bo-
nuni—Sfieak evil of no one. We ought to deny
ourselves the satisfaction of making personal reflec-

tions upon those who have been injunous to us, much
more drawing their character from thence, as if

e\ ery man must of necessity be <'. bad man, that has
done ill by us. Let the corrupt part of the memo-
ry be buried with the con-upt pan of the man, earth

to earth, ashes to ashes; let the blemish be hidden,

and a vail drawn over the defoiTnity. ^2.] He ce-

lebrates that which was praise-worthy in him. He
does not commend him for that which he was not;

says nothing of his piety, or fidelity; those funeral

commendations, v.'hich are gathered out of the
spoils of truth, are not at all to the praise of those

on whom they are bestowed, but very much the dis-

praise of those who unjustly misplace them. But
he has this to say, in honour of Saul himself, First,

That he was anointed with oil, (v. 21.) the sacred

oil, which signified his elevation to, and qualification

for, the government. Whatever he was otherwise,

the croivn of the anointing oil of his Cod ivas upon
him, as is said of the High Priest, (Lev. 21. 12.)

and, on that account, he was to be honoured, be-

cause iT^od, the Fountain of honour, had honoured
him. Secondly, That he was a man of war, a migh-
ty man; (v. 19- -21.) that he had often been victo

nous over the enemies of Isniel, and vexed them
vohUhersoever he turned; (1 Sam. 14. 17.) his sivord
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returned not emfity, but satiated with blood and
spoi], V. 22. His disgrace and fall, at last, must net

make his former successes and sei-vices to be for-

gotten. Though his sun set under a cloud, time
was, when it shone bright Thirdly, Th:-.t, taie
him with Jonathan, he was a man cf a \tr\ agreea-
ole ;:emper, that recommended himself to the aifec-

tions cf his subjects; {v. 23.) Saul and Jonathan
•were lovely and fileasant. Jonathan was alwavs so,

and Saul was so as long as he concurred with him.
Tj.ke them together, and in the pursuit of the ene-
my, never were men more bold, more brave, s^'ifcrr

than eagles, and stronger than lions. Observe,
They t!,:-it were most fierce and fiery in the camp,
were no less sweet and lovely in the court; a^s amia-
ole to the subject, as they were formidable to the
foe: a raie composition of softness and sharpness
they had, which makes many a man's temper vei-\-

happy. It may be understood of the harmony and
affection, that, for the most part, subsisted between
Saul and Jonathan; they were lovely and pleasant
one to another. Ji^nath-in a dutiful son, Saul an af-

fectionate father, and therefore dear to each other
in their li\ es, and in their death they ivere not di-

vided, but kept close together in the stand thev
made against the Philistines, and fell together in the
same cause. Fourthly, That he h d enriched his
country with the spoils of conquered nations, and
introduced a more splendid attire. When thev had
a king like the nations, they must have clothes like

the nations; aiid herein he was, in a particular man-
ner, obliging to his female subjects, w 24. The
daughters of Israel be clothed in scarlet, which was
their delight.

(2) He was ven* grateful to Jonathan his swrm
friend. Beside the tears he sheds over him, and
the encomiums he gives of him in ccmmcn with
Siul, he mentions him with seme marks cf distinc-

tion: (i-. 25.) O Jonathan, thou vjast slain in thine
high places.' which, compared with i-. 19. intimates
that he meant him by the beauty of Israel, which,
he tliere says, was slain upon the high pi ces. He
laments Jonathan as his particular friend; (z*. 26.)
My brother Jonathan; not so mnch cf what he
would have been to him if he had li\ ed, verv ser-
viceable, no doubt, in his advancement to the throne,
and instrumental to prevent those long struggles,
which, for want of his assistance, he had with the
house of Saul; (hid this been the cnlv ground of his
grief, it had been selfish ;) but he lamented him for
what he had been; " Very fileasant hast thou been
unto me; but that pleasantness is now over, and /
cm distressedfor thee." He had reason to sav, that
Jon '.than 's lo\ e to him was vjonderful ; sure never '

was the like, for a man to love one who he knew
was to take the crown ever his head; and to be so
faithful to his rival: this far surpassed the highest
degree of conjugal affection and constancy. See
here, [1.] That nothing is more dehghtful' in this
world than a true friend, that is wise and good, that ,

kindly receives and returns our affection, and is
j

faithful to us in all our true interests. [2.] That
!

nothing is more distressful than the loss of such a
friend; it is parting with a piece cf one's self. It is

the vanity of this world, that what is most pleasant
to us, we are most liable to be distressed in. The
more we love, the more we grie\ e.

(3.) He was deeply concemed for the honour of
God; for that is it which he has an eye to, when he
fears lest the daughters of the uncircumcised, that
a'.-e out of co^ enant with God, triumph o\ er Israel,
and the God of Israel, v. 20. Good men are touch-
ed in a verv- sensible part by the reproaches of them
that reproach God.

(4. ) He was deeply concemed for the public wel-
fai-e. It was the beauty of Israel that was slain,

(
(.• 19. ) and the honour of the public that was dis-

'] graced; the mighty are fallen, that is three times
I lamented, (r. 19, 25, 27.) and so the strength cf
.' the people is weakened. Public losses are most
laid to heart by men cf public spirits. David hoped
God would make him instrumental to repair their
losses, and yet laments them.

2. David here shows himself to be a man of a
fine imagination, as well as a wise and holy man.
The expressions are all excellent, and calculated to

work upon the passions. (1.) The embargo he
would fain lay upi n Fame, is elegant, {v. 20.) J'eli

it not in Gath. It grie^ ed him to the heart, to
think that it would be proclaimed in the cities cf

'

the Philistines, and that they would insult over Is-
rael upon it, and the more, in remembrance cf the
triumphs rf Israel over them frrmerly, when thev
sung, Saul has slam his thousan(:s; that would ncw
be retoited. (2.) The curse he entails on the moun-

i tains of Gilboa, the theatre on w hich this tragedv
,
was acted. Let there be no dew upon you, norfields
.of offerings, T. 21. This is a pcetical strain, like

j

that of Job, Let the day periih \vherein I ^tas borr.
Not as if David wished that any part cf the land cf

I

Israel might be barren, but, to express his sorrow

j

for the thing, he speaks with a seeming indignation
at the place. Obsen e, [1.] How the fniitfulness

;

of the earth depends uprn hea\ en. The worst
thing he cruld wish to the mountains cf Gilboa, was

,

barrenness, and unprcfiiableness to m;ai; these are
misei-able, that are useless; it was the curse Christ
pronounced rn the fie-tree, .VcTrrfruit grow on thee
more; and that t( ( k effect, the fig-tree withered
away; this, en the mcuntains cf Gillxa. did not; but
when he w'shed them ban en, he wished there might
be no rain upon them: and if the heavens be brass,
the earth will socn be iron. [2.] How tlie fruitfiil-

ness rf the earth must therefore be devrted to hea-
I

ven: which is intimated in his calling the fruitful

fields, y?f/(/s of rfferivg^. Thf se fruits cf their land
th'.t were cffered to God, were the en wn and g'.crv*

of it: and therefore the failure of the rfferings is the
saddest consequence cf the failure rf the c^m. See
Joel 1. 9. To want thi:t wherewith ve should
honour God, is worse than to want that wherewith
we should stistain ourselves. This is the reproach
David fastens upon the mcuntains of Giibca, which,
having been stained with royal bleed, therebv for-

feited celestial dews. In this elegv , Saul had a
more honourable interment, than that which the
men of Jabesh-gilead gave him.

CHAP. II.

David had paid due respect to the memory of Saul his

prince, and Jonathan his friend, and what he did. was as
much his praise as theirs; he is now corisiderinj what is

to be done nexf. Saul is dead, now fherelbre David
arises. 1. By direction from God, he went up to He-
bron, and was there anointed fcin^, t. 1 . . 4. II. He rc-

« turned ihaaks to the men of Jabesh-gilead for burying
Saul, T. 5 . . 7. III. Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, is se:

up in opposition to him, V. S. , II. IV. A warm encour-
ter happens between David's party, and Ish-boshelh's, in

which, 1. Twelve of each side eneaged hand lo hand,
and were all slain, v. 12. . 16. 2. Saul's par'y was beat-
en, V. 17. 3. Asahel, on David's side, was slain by Ab-
ner, v. IS . . 23. 4. Joab. at Abner's re<;ues;, sounds a
retreat, v. 24. . 2S. 5. Abnermakes the best of his way;
(v. 29.) and the loss on both sides is computed, v. 50. .32.

So that here we have an account of a ci\il war in Israel,

which in process of time, ended in *vhe complete setde-
ment of David on the ihroue.

1. A XD it came to pass after this, that
^"\- David inquired ot' the LoRr, savins;.

Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah .?

And the Lorp said up.fo him, Go up. And
David said. Whither sliall I so up.' And he
said. Unto Hebron. -2. So Da\'id v, ent up



364 II. SAMUEL. II.

thither, and his two wives also, Ahinoam
the JezreeUtess, and Abigail, NabaPs wife,

the Carmelite. 3. And his men that were

with him did David biing up, every man
with his household : and they dwelt in the

cities of Hebron. 4. And the men of Judah
came, and there they anointed David king

over the house of Judah. And they told

David, saying, That the men of Jabesh-gil-

ead loere they that buried Saul. 5. And
David sent messengers unto the men of Ja-

besh-gilead, and said unto them, Blessed be

ye of the Lord, that ye have showed this

kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and

have buried him. 6. And now the Lord
show kindness and truth unto you : and I

also will requite you this kindness, because

ye have done this thing. 7. Therefore now
let your hands be strengthened, and be ye

valiant : for your master Saul is dead, and
also the house of Judah have anointed me
king over then).

When Saul and Jonathan were dead, though Da-
vid knew himself anointed to be king, and now saw
his way very clear, yet he did not immediately send
messengers through all the coasts of Israel, to sum-
mon all people to come in and sweiir allegiance to

him, upon pain of death, but proceeded leisurely;

for he tliat believeth, doth not make haste, biit

waits God's time for the accomplishment of God's
pi'omises. Many were come in to his assistance

from se\ eral tribes, while he continued at Zikhtg,
(as we find, 1 Chron. 12. 1- .22,) and bv such a force

he might have come in by conquest; but he that will

rule with meekness, will not rise with violence.

Obserxe here,

I. The diiection he sought and had from (lod, in

this critical juncture, v. 1. He doubted not of suc-

cess, yet he uses proper means, Ijoth di\ ine and
human. Assurance of hope in God's jjromise, will

be so far from slackening, tliat it will quicken pious

endeavours. If I lie elected to the crown of life, it

does not follow. Then I will do nothing; but. Then
I will do all that he directs me, and follow his con-
duct who chcse me: this good use David made of

his election, and so will all whom God has chosen.

1. David, accovdinii- to the precept, acknowledged
God in Im waii. He inquired of tlie Lord, by the
breast-plate of judgment, which Abiathar brought
him. We must apply ourselves to God, not only
when we are in distress, but even then when the
world smiles ujion us, and second causes work in

favour of us. His inquiry was, " Shall I go n/i to

any of the citicfs of Judah':! Shall I stir hence?"
Though Zik'ag be in niins, he will not quit it with-
out direction !V"m (iod: "If I stir hence, shall Igo
to one of the ci'ies of Jiidahy" Not limiting God
to them; if God should so direct him, he would go
to any of the cities of Israel. But it bespeaks his

prudence, in the cities of Judah he would find

most friends; and his modesty, he would look no
further at preseint than his own tribe. In all our
motions and removes, it is comfortable to see God
going before us; and we may, if by faith and prayer
we set him before us. 2. God, according to the
promise, directed his path, bade him go up, told

him whither, unto Hebron, a priest's city, one of

the cities of refuge; so it was to David, and an inti-

mation that God himself would be to him a little

Sanctuary. The sepulclires of the patriarchs, ad-

joining to Hebron, would remind him of the ancient
promise, on which God had caused him to hope.
God sent him, not to Beth-lehem his own city,

because that was little among the thousands of
Judah; (Mic. 5. 2. ) but to Hebron, a more con-
siderable place, and which, perhaps, was then as
the country town of that tribe.

II. The care he took of his family and friends in

his remove to Hebron. 1. He took his wives with
him, {v. 2.) that, as they had been companions
with him in tribulation, they might be so in the
kingdom. It does not appear that as yet he had
any children; his first-born was in Hebron, ch. 3, 2.

2. He took his friends and followers with him; {y.
3. ) they had accompanied him in his wanderings,
and therefore, when he gained a settlement, they
settled with him. Thus if we suffer with Christ,
we shall reign with him, 2 Tim. 2. 12. Nay, Christ
does more for his good soldiers, than David could
do for his; he found lodging for them, Tliey dwelt
in the cities of Hebron, the adjacent towns; but to
those who continue with Christ in his temptations,
he appoints a kingdom, and will feast them at his

own table, Luke 22. 29, 30.

III. The honour done him by the men of Judah:
they anointed him king over the house ofJudah, v.

4. The tribe of Judah had often stood by itself,

more than any other of the tribes; in Saul's time it

was numbered by itself as a distinct body, (1 Sam.
15. 4.) and had been used to act separately; they
did so now; yet they did it for themselves only; they
did not pretend to anoint him king over all Israel,

(as Judg. 9. 22.) but only over the house of Judah;
the rest of the tribes might do as they pleased, but
as for them and their house, they would be ruled by
him whom God had chosen. See how David rose

gradually; he was first anointed king in reversion,

then, in possession, of one tribe only, and, at last, of

all the tribes, thus the kingdom of the Messiah, the.

son of David, is set up by degrees; he is Lord ol

all, by divine designation, but we see not yet all

things put under him, Heb. 2. 8. David's reign-

ing at first over the house of Judah only, was a

tacit intimation of Providence, that his kingdom
would in a short time be reduced to that again, as it

was when the ten tribes revolted from his gi'andson,

and it would be an encouragement to the godly
kings of Judah, that David himself, at first, reigned
over Judah only.

IV. The respectful message he sent to the men
of Jabesh-gilead, to return them thanks for their

kindness to Saul. Still he studies to honour the

memory of his predecessor, and thereby to show,
that he was far from aiming at the crown from any
principle of ambition, or enmity to Saul, but purely
because he was called of God to it. It was told

him, that the men of Jabesh-gilead buried Saul,

perhaps, by some that thought he would have been
displeased at them as over-officious. But he was
far from that; 1. He commended them for it, v. 5.

According as our obligations were to love and
honour any while they lived, we ought to show re-

spect to their remains, that is, their bodies, names,
and families, when they are dead; "Saul was youi

lord," says David, "and therefore you did well to

show him this kindness, and do him this honour.

"

2. He prays to God to bless them for it, and to re-

compense it to them. Blessed be ye, and blessed

may ye be of the Lord, who will deal kindly with
those in a particular manner, that deal kindly with

the dead, as it is in Ruth 1. 8. Due respect and
affection showed to the bodies, names, and families,

of those that are dead, in conscience toward God,
is a piece of charity, which shall in no wise lose its»

reward. The Lord show kindness and truth to you!
{v. 6.) that is, kindness according to the promise:

what kindness God shows, is, in truth, what one
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may trust to. 3. He promises to make them
amends for it, I also will requite you. He does not
turn them over to God for recompense, that he
might excuse himself from rewarding them; good
wishes are good things, and instances of gratitude,

but they are too chea]) to be rested in where there
is an ability to do more. 4. He prudently takes
this opportunity to gain them to his interest, v. 7.

They had paid their last respects to Saul, and he
would have them to be the 1 ;St; " The house of
Judah have anointed me king, and it will be yoiir

wisdom to concur with them, and in that to be
valiant." We must not so dote on the dead, lunv
much soever we liave valued them, as to neglect or
despise the blessings we have in those that survive,
whom God has raised up to us in their stead.

8. But Abncr the son of" Ner, captain

of Saul's host, took Ish-bosheth the, son of

Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim :

9. And he made him king over Gilead, and
over the Ashurites, and over Je/recl, and
over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and
over all Israel. 10. Ish-boslieth, Saul's son,

was forty years old when he began to reign

over Israel, and reigned two years. But
the house of Judah followed David. 1 1

.

And the time that David was king in He-
bron, over the house of Judah, was seven

years and six months. 12. And Abner
the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-

bosheth the son of Saul, went out from
Mahanaim to Gibeon. 13. And Joab the

son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David,
went out, and met together by the pool of

Gibeon : and they sat down, the one on the

one side of the pool, and the other on the

other side of the pool. 14. And Abner
said to Joab, Let the young men now arise,

and play before us. And Joab said, Let
them ariso. 15. Then there arose, and
went over by number, twelve of Benjamin,
which pertained to Ish-bosheth the son of

Saul, and twelve of the servants of David.
16. And they caught everyone his fellow

by the head, and thrust his sword into his

fellow's side ; so they fell down together

:

wherefore that place was called Helkath-
hazzurim, which is in Gibeon. 17. And
there was a very sore battle that day : and
Abner was beaten, and the men of Israel,

before the servants of David.

Here is,

I. A rivalship between two kings; David, whom
God made king, and Ish-bosheth, whom Abner
made king. One would have thought, when Saul
was slain, and all his sons that had sense and spirit

enough to take the field with him, David should
have come to the throne without any opp( sition,

since all Israel knew not only how he had signalized
himself, but how manifestly God had designated
luni to it; but such a spirit of contradiction is there,
in the devices of men, to the counsels of God, that
such a weak and silly thing as Ish-bosheth, who was
not thought fit to go with his father to the battle,

shall yet be thought fit to succeed him in the go-

vernment, rather than David shall come peaceably
to it. Herein David's kingdc m was typical cf the
Messiah's, against wliich the ht-athens rage, and the
rulers take counsel, Ps. 2. 1, 2. 1. Abner was the
person who set up Ish-bosheth in competition with
David; perliaps, in his zeal fir the lineal succcs-
si( n; sin( e they must have a king like the naf.ons,.
in this they must be like them, that the crown must
descend from father to son. Or rather, in his affec-
tion to his own family and relatims, (for he was
Saul's uncle,) and because he had no rther way to
secure to himself the pest of honour he was in', as
captan of the host. See how nuu h miscliief the
pride and amb'tion of rne man may be the occasion
of. Ish-bosheth would never have set up himself,
if Abner had not set him up, and made a tool ( f him
to ser\e his own puvpi ses. 2. Mahanaim was the
place where he first made his claim. On the othei
side Jordan, where it was thought David had the
least interest, and being at a distance from his
forces, they migh.t have time to strengthen them-
selves. But, having set up his standard there, the
unthinking people of all the tribes of Israel, that
is, the generality of them submitted to him, {x<. 9.)
and Judah only was entire for David. This was a
further trial of the faith of David in the promise of
God, and of his patience, whether he could wait
God's time for tlie performance of that premise.
3. Some difficulty there is about the time cf the
continuance of this competition. David reigned
over Judah only, about seven years; (i'. 11.) and
yet {v. 10.) Ish-bosheth reigned over Israel but
two years: either before tlicse two years, or
after, or both, it was in general for the house of
Saul, {ch. ,3. 6.) and not any particular person of
that house, that Abner declared. Or, these two
years he reigned, before the war broke out, {i'. 12.)
which continued long, even the remaining five
years, ch. 3. 1.

II. A rencounter between their two armies It

does not appear that either side brought their whole
force into the field, .for the slaughter was but small,
V. 30, 31. We may w( nder, 1. That the men of
Judah did not appear and act more vigorously for
David, to reduce all the nation into obedience to

him; but, it is likely, IJavid would not suffer them
to act offensively, choosing rather to wait till the
thing w( uld do itself, or rather till God would do it

for him, without the effusion of Israelilish bleed,
for to him, as a type of Christ, that was \ ery pre-
cious, Ps. 72. 14. Even those that Avere his adver-
saries he looked upon as his subjects, and would
treat tl^em accordingly. 2. That the men of Israel

could in a manner stand neuter, and sit down tamely
under Ish-bosheth, for so many years, especially

considering what characters many of the tribes dis-

played at this time, as we find, 1 Chron. 12. 23,
&c. Wise men, mighty men, men of valour, ex-
fiert in nvar, arid iu,t wf d^.ublc hcc.rt;, ;ir.:^ yet for
seven years together, for aught that appears, most
of them seemed indiflerent in whose hand the pub-
lic administration was. Divine Providence serves
its own purposes, by the stupidity of men at some
times, and the activity of the same persons at

other times; they are unlike themselves, and yet
the motions of Providence uniform.

(1.) In this battle Abner was the aggressor.
David sat still to see how the matter would fall;

but the house of Saul, and Abner at the head of it,

pave the challenge, and cney went by the worst.
Therefore go not forth hastily to sti-ive, nor be for-

ward to begin quarrels, lest thou knotv not what to

do in the end thereof, Prov. 25. 8. A fool's lips

and hands enter into contention.

(2.) The seat of the war was Gibeon; Abner
chose it, because it was in the lot of Benjamin,
where Saul had the most friends; yet, since he of-
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fered battle, Joalj, D:r'id's gener :1, would not de-

cline it, but there joined issue with hiiii, and met
him by the Jiool of Gibeon, v. 13. David's cause,

being built upon God's promise, feared not the dis-

advantages ot' tile i^round; the pool between them
gave both sides time to deliljeratc.

. (3.) The engagement was first proposed by Ab-
ner, and . ccepted by Joa'b, to be between twelve

and tweh e of a side. [1.] It should seem this trial

of skill began in spoit. Abner made the motion,

\y. 14.) Ltt the young men arvse, and play before

lis, as gladiators; perhaps, Saul had used his men
to these b irb.irous pastimes, like a tyrant indeed,

and At)ner liad learnt it of him, to make a jest of

wounds and death, and divert himself with the

scenes of blood and horror. He meant, "Let
them.y?,^'/z^ before us," when he said, " Let them
iilay before us;" fuoln thus make a mock at sin.

But he is tmworthy the name of a nian, that can be
thus prodigal of human blood, that can tlius throw
about fire-brands, arrows, and death, and say. Am
not lin sfiort? Prov. 26. 18, 19. Joab, having been
tired up under David, had so nmch wisdom as not

to make such a proposal, yet had not resolution

enough to resist and gainsiy it when another made
it. i'or he stood upon a [)oint of honour, and
thought it a blemish to his reputation to refuse a

challenge; and therefore said, Let them arise; not

that he whs fond of the sport, or expected that the

duels would be decisive, but he would not be hec-
tored by his antagonist. How many precious lives

liHve thus been sacrificed to the caprice of proud
men! Twelve of each side were accordingly called

o it as champions to enter the lists, a double jury of

life and death, not of others, but tlieir own; and the

cham]>ions on Abner's side seem to ha\e been most
forward, for they took the field first, {v. 15.) hav-
ing, perhaps, Ijeen bred up in a foolish ambition,

thus to serve the humour of their commander-in
chief. But, [2.] However it began, it ended in

l)lood; {v. 16.) they thrust every man hhi sword into

his fellow\s side, spurred on by Ijonour, not by en-

mity; so they fell down together, that is, all the

twenty-f()ur were slain; such an equal match were
they for one another, and so resolute, that neither
side would eitlier beg or give quarter; they did as it

were by agreement, (says Josefihits,) despatch one
another with mutual wounds. They that strike at

other men's lives, often throw away their own, and
death only conquers and rides in triumph. The
wonderful olistinacy of both sides was remembered
in the name given to the place, Helkath-hazzurim,
the field of rocky men; men that were not only
strong in body, but of firm and unshaken constancy,
that stirred not at the sight of death. Yet the

stout-hearted were s/ioiled, and slefit their slee/i, Ps.

76. 5. Po(;r honour for men to purchase at so vast

an expense: they that lose their lives for Christ
shall find them.

(4.) The whole army, at length, engaged, and
Abner's forces were routed, v. 17. The former
was a drawn battle, in which all were killed on
both sides, and therefore they must put it upon
anotlier trial, in which (as it often happens) they
that give the challenge went away with loss. Da-
vid had God on his side; his side therefore was vic-

U'lrious.

1 8. And there were three sons of Zeruiah
there, .Toab, and Abishai, and Asahol: and
Asahol inns tis lip;ht of foot as a wild roe.

19. Ap.d Asahf'l pursued after Abner; and
in jS^oin^ ho turned not to the rifiht hand nor
to the kift from followine; Abner. 20. Then
Abner looked behind him, and said, Art

lliou Asahel? And he ansvi'ered, I ayn.

21. And Abner said to him, 'i urn thee

aside to thy right hand or to thy left, and
lay thee liold on one of the young men, and
take thee his armour. But Asahel would
not turn aside from follov\ing of him. 22.

And Abner said again to Asahel, Tiun thee

aside from following me: wherefoie should
I smite thee to the ground ? how then should
I hold up my lace to Joab thy brother ? 23.

Howbeit, he refused to turn aside : where-
fore Abner, with the hinder end of the
spear, smote him under the fifth rib, that

the spear came out behind him; and he
fell down there, and died in the same place:

and it came to pass, that as many as came
to the place where Asahel fell down and
died, stood still. 24. Joab also and Abish-
ai pursued after Abner: and the sun went
down when they were; come to the hill of

Ammah, that iieth before Giah, by the way
of the wilderness of Gibeon.

We have here the contest between Abner and
Asahel: Asahel, the brother of Joab, and cousin-
german to David, was one of the principal command-
ers of David's forces, and was famous for swiftness

in running; he was as light offoot as a wild roe;

{v. 18.) this he got the name of, by swift jjursuing,

not swift flying. Yet, we may suppcsc, he was not
comparable to Abner, as a skilful, experienced sol-

dier; we nmst therefore observe,
1. How rash he was in aiming to make Abner

his prise ner. He pursued after him, and no other,

V. 19. Proud of his relation to David and Joab, his

own swiftness, and the success of his party, no less

a trophy of victory would ser\e the young warrior,
than Abner himself, either slain or bound, which
he thought would put aff end to the war, and eftcc-

tually open David's way to tlie thr< ne. This made
him very eager in the pursuit, and careless of the
opportunities he had of seizing otlicrs in his way,
on his right hand, and on his left; h's eye is on Ab-
ner only. The design was brave, had he been par
negotio—equal to the ucco7n/ilish7>u'nt of it: but let

not the swift man glory in his swiftness, any more
than the strong man in his strength: mngnisexcidit
ausis—he perished in an attemfit too vast for him.

2. How fair Abner was, in giving liim notice of

the danger he exposed himself to, and advising him
not to meddle to his own hurt, 2 Chroii. 25. 19.

fl.) He bid him content liin.self with a lesser prey;
{v. 21.) " Lay hold on one of tlie young me7i, plun-

der him, and make him thy prisoner; meddle with
thy match, but pretend not to one who is so nnich
superior to thee." It is wisdom in all contests to

compare our own strength with that of our adver-
saries, and to take heed of being partial to our-

selves in making the comparison, lest we ])rove, in

the issue, enemies to ourselves, Luke 14. 31. (2.)
He begged of him not to put him upon the necessity

of slaying him in his own defence, which he was
very loatli to do, but must do, rather than be slain

by him, v. 22. Abner, it seems, either loved Joab,

or feared him, for he was very loath to incur his dis-

pleasure, which he would certainly do, if he slew
Asahel. It is commendable for enemies to be thus
respectful one to another. Abner's care how he
should lift up his face to Joab, gives cause to sus-

])ect that he really believed David would ha\ e the
kingdom at last, according to the divine designatiitn.
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and then, in opposing him, he iicted against his

conscience.

3. How fatal Asahel's rashness was to him. He
refused to turn aside, thinking that Abner spoke so

kindly, because he feared him; but what came of

it? Abner, as soon as he came up to him, gave him
his death's wound with a back stroke; (v. 23.) /le

amote him ivith the hinder end uf his spear, from
whicli he feared no danger. This was a jjass which
Asahel was not acquainted with, nor liad learned to

stand upon his guard against; but Abner, perhaps,

had formerly used it, and done execution with it;

and here it did effectual execution, Asaliel died

immediately of the wound. See here, (1.) How
death often comes upon us by wa}s that we least

suspei-t. Who would fear the hand < f a flying

enemy, or the butt-end of a spear? Vet from these

Asahel receives his death's wound. (2.) How we
are often betrayed by the accomi)lishments we are

proud of. Asahel's swiftness, which he ])resumed
so much upon, did him no kindness, but forwarded
his fate, and with it he ran upon his death, instead

of rimuing from it. Asahel's fall was not only Ab-
ner's security from him, but put a full stop to the
conqueror's jnirsuit, and gave Abner time to rally

agam; for all that came to the place, stood still:

only Joab and Abishai, instead of being disheart-

ened, were exasperated by it, pursued Abner with
Ko much the more fury, {v. 24. ) and overtook him
at last aljout sunset, when the approaching night

would oblige them to retire.

25. And the children of Benjamin gath-

ered themselves together after Ahner, and
became one troop, and stood on the top

of a hill. 2G. Then Abner called to Joaj,

and said, Shall tlie sword devonr for ever ?

knovvest thou not that it will be bitterness in

the latter end ? how long siiall it be then

ere thou bid the people return from follow-

ing their brethren? 27. And Joab said, yi

5

God liveth, unless thou hadst spoken, surely

then in the morning the people had gone
up every one from following his brother.

28. So .Joab blew a trumpet, and all the

people stood still, and ])ursued after Israel

no more, neither fought they any more.

29. And Abner and his men walked all

that night through the plain, and passed

over Jordan, and went through all Bithron,

and they came to Mahanaim. 30. And
Joab returned from following Abner: and
when he had gathered all the people to-

gether, there lacked of David's servants

nmeteen men and Asahel. 31. But the ser-

vants of David had smitten of Benjamin, and
of Abner's men, so that three hundred and
threescore men died. 32. And they took up
Asahel, and btniecl him in the sepulchre of

his father, which wf/5 in Beth-lehem. And
Joab and his men went all night, and ihey

came to Hebron at break of day.

Here, 1. Abner being conquered, meanly begs
fir a cessation of arms: he rallied the remains of
his forces on the top cf a hill, {x\ 25.) as if he
would I'ave made head again, but becomes an hum-
ble supplicant to Joab for a little breathing-time,
V 26. He that was most forward to fight, was the

first that had enough of it. He that made a jest of
bloodshed, v. 14, JLet the young men arise andpUiy
before us, is now shocked at it, when he finds him-
self on the losing side; and the sword he made so

light of drawing, threatening to touch himself. Ob-
serve how his note is changed: then, it was but
playing with the sword; now, Shall the sivord de-

, vour for ever'/ It had devoured but one day, jet

I

to him it seemed for ever; because it went agajust

him; and very willing he is now, that the sun should
not go down upon his wrath. Now he can appeal

j

to Joab himself concerning the miserable conse-

;

quences of a civil war, Knowest thou not that it will

be bitterness in the latter end'/ It will be reflected
I upon with regret, when the account comes to be
made ujj; foi whoever gets in a ci\ il war, the com-
munity IS sure to lose. Perhaps he refers to the
bitterness tluit was in the tribes of Israel, in the
end of their war with Benjamin, when they wept sore

for the desolations which they themselves had made,
Judg. 21. 2. Now he begs of Joab to sound a re-

treat, and pleads that they were brethren, who
ought not thus to bite and devour one another: he
that in the morning would have Joab bid the people
fall upon their brethren, now would ha\ e bid them
lay down their arms. See here, (1.) How easy it

is for men to use re;ison, when it makes for them,
who would not use it if it made against them ! If

Abner had been the conqueror, we should not have
had him complaining ( i the \ oraciousness cf the
sword, and the miseries of a civil war, nor j)lcading

that both sides were brethren; but, finding himself
beaten, all these reasonings are mustered up and
imjM-oved for the securing of his reti-eat, and the
saving of his scattered troops from being cut off.

(2.) How the issue of things :;lters men's minds.
The same thing which looked ])leasant in the morn-
ing, at night looked dismal. Those that are for-

ward to enter into contention, will, perlv.q)S, repent
it before they ha\e d( ne with it, and theiefoie had
Iietter leave it off Ijefore it be meddled with, as

Solomon advises. It is true of every sin, (O that

men would consider it in time!) that it will ht bitter-

ness in the latter end. yit the last, it bites, like a
serfient, those on whom it fawned.

2. Joab, though a C( ncjueror, generously grants
it, and sounds a retreat, knowing very well his mas-
ter's mind, and how averse he was to the sliedding

of blood. He does indeed justly upbraitl Abner
with his forwardness to engage; he lays the blame
ujion him, that there had been so much blood shed
as there was; {v. 27.) " Unless thou liadf:t spcktn,"
that is, " hadst given orders to fight, hadst hidden
the young men arise and play before us, iv ne of us
had struck a stroke, nor drawn a sword against our
brethren. Tho\i complainest that the sword de-
vours: but who first unsheathed it? Who began?
Now thou wouldst have the ])eople j) irted, liut re-

member who set them on to fight. We had i-etircd

in the morning, if thou hadst not given the chal-

lenge. " Those that are foi-ward to make misch'cf,

are commonly the first to com])lain of it. This
might ha\e served to excuse Joab, if he had pushed
on his \ictory, and made a full end of Abner's for-

ces; Init, like one that pitied the mistake of his ad-
\ersaries, and scorned to make an army of Israel-

ites pay dear for the folly of their commander, he
very honourably, by sound of trumjiet, put a stop to

the'pursuit, {v. 28.) and suffered Abner to make an
orderly retreat. It is good husbandry to be sparing

of blood. As the soldiers were liere very obsequi-

ous to the general's orders, so he, no doubt, observed

the instructions of his prnice,- who sought the wel-

fare of all Israel, and therefore not the hurt of any.

3. The armies being separated, both retired to

the places whence they came, and both marched
in the night; Abner to Mahanaim, on the other
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side Jordan, (t'. 29J and Joab to Hebron, where
David was, v. 32. The slain on both sides ure coni-

puted. On Da\ id's side, only nineteen men were
missing, and Asahel, {v. 30. ) who was worth more
than all; on Abner's side, three hundred and three
score, V. 31. In civil wars formerly great slaughters

had been made; (as Judg. 12. 6.—20. 44.) in com-
parison with which, this was nothing. It is to be
hoped that they were grown wiser and more mode-
rate. Asahel's funeral is here mentioned; the rest

they buried in the field of battle, but he was carried

to beth-lehem, and buried in the se])ulchre of his

father, v. 32. Thus are distinctions made between
the dust of some and that of others; bvit in the re-

surrection no other difference will be made, but

that between godly and ungodly, which will remain
for ever.

CHAP. III.

The battle between Joab and Abner did not end the contro-

versy between the two houses of Saul, and David, but it

is in this chapter working towards a period. Here is, I.

The gradual advance of David's interest, v. 1. II. The
building up of his family, V. 2.. 5. III. Abner's quarrel

with Ish-bosheth, and his treaty with David, v. 6.. 12.

IV. The preliminaries settled, v. 13.. 16. V. Abner's
undertaking and attempt to bring Israel over to David,
V. 17. .21. VI. The treacherous murder of Abner, by
Joab, when he was carrying on this matter, 22. . 27.

VII. David's great concern and trouble for the death of
Abner, v. 28 . . 39.

l.l^TOW there was a long war between
J_^ the house of Saul and the house of

David : but David waxed stronger and strong-

f 'T, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and
weaker. 2. And unto David were sons

born in Hebron : and his first-born was
Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess ; 3.

And his second, Chileab, of Abigail the

wife of Nabal the Carmelite ; and the third,

Absalom, the son of Maacah the daughter
of Talmai king of Geshur; 4. And the

fourth, Adonijah, the son of Haggith; and
the fifth, Shephatiah, the son of A bital ; 5.

And the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah, David's
wife. These were born to David in He-
bron. 6. And it came to pass, while there

was war between the house of Saul and
the house of David, that Abner made him-
self strong for the house of Saul.

Here is,

1. The struggle that David had with the house
of Saul, before liis ?>cLtlc.iit;at in the throne was com-
pleted, V. 1. (1.) Both sides contested; Saul's house,
though beheaded and diminished, would not fall

tamely. It is not strange that there was war be-
tween them; but one would wonder it should be a
long war, when David's house had right on its side,

and therefoi-e God on its side; but though truth and
equity will triumph at last, God may, for wise and
holy ends, prolong the conflict. The length of this
war tried the faith and patience of David, and made
his establishment at last the more welcome to him.
(2.) David's side got ground. The house oif Saul
waxed weaker and weaker, lost places, lost men,
sunk in its reputation, grew less considerable, and
was foiled in every engagement; but the house of
David grew stronger and stronger; many deserted
the declining cause of Saul's house, and prudently
came into David's interest, being convinced that he
would certainly win the day. T^he contest between

gi-ace and corruption in the hearts of believers, who
are sanctified but in part, may fitly be compared to

this recorded here. There is a long war between
them, the flesh lusting against the spirit, and the
spirit against the flesh; but as the work cf sanctifi-

cation is carried on, corruption, like the house ot

Saul, grows weaker and weaker; while grace, like
the house of David, grows stronger and stronger,
till it come to a perfect man, and judgment be
brought forth unto victory.

2. The increase of his own house. Here is an
account of six several wives, in the seven years he
reigned in Hebron. Perhaps this is mentioned here,
as that which strengthened David's interest; every
child, whose welfare was embarked in the common
safety, was a fresh security given to the common-
wealth for his care of it. He that has his quivpi
filled with arrows, shall speak with his enemy in thr
gate, Ps. 127. 5. As the death of Saul's sons weak-
ened his interest, so the birth of Da\ id's strength-
ened his. (1.) It was David's fault thus to miiiti-

ply wives, contrary to the law, (Dent. 17. 17.) and
it was a bad example to his successors. (2.) It

does not appear, that in these seven years he had
above one son by each of these wives; some hav^
had as numerous a progeny, and with much more
honour and comfort, by one wife. (3.) We read
not that any of these sons came to be famous, three
of them were z«famous, Amnon, Absalom, and
Adonijah; we ha^ e therefore reason to rejoice Avith

trembling, in the building up of our families. (4.

)

His son by Abigail is called Chileab, v. 3. whereas,
1 Chron. 3. 1. he is called Daniel. Bishop Patrick
tells the reason which the Hebrew doctors give for
these names: that his first name was Daniel, God
hasjudged me, namely, against Nabal; but David's
enemies reproached him, and said, " It wasNabal's
son, and not David's;" to confute which calumny.
Providence so ordered it, that, as he grew up, he
became, in his countenance and featui'es, extremely
like David, and resembledhim more than any of his
children, upon which he gave him the name of Chil-

eab, which signifies, like his father; or, the father's

picture. (5.) Absalom's mother ^s said to be the
daughter of Talmai king ofGeshur, a heathen prince,
perhaps D vid thereby hoped to strengthen his in-

terest, but the issue of the marriage was one that
proved his grief and shame. (6.) The last is call-

ed David's wife, which therefore, some think, was
Michal, his first and most rightful wife, called here
by another name; and though she had no child after

siie mocked David, she might have had before.

Thus was David's house strengthened; but it was
Abner that ?nade himself strong for the house of
Saul, which is mentioned, (x*. 6.) to show that if he
failed them, they would fall of course.

7. And Saul had a concubine, whose
name 'was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah :

and Ish-bosheth said to Abner, Wherefore
hast thou gone in unto my father's conoi-

bine? 8. Then was Abner very Vroth, for

the words of Ish-bosheth, and said. Am 1 a
dog's head, which against .Tudah do show
kindness this day unto the house of Saul thy

father, to his brethren, and to his friends,

and have not delivered thee into the hand
of David, that thou chargest me to-day

with a fault concerning this woman ! 9. So
do God to Abner, and more also, except as

the Lord hath sworn to David, even so ]

do to him; 10. To translate the kingdom
from the house of Saul, and to set up the


