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THE RIHGT
WORSHIPFVLL,
and Chriftian Ladies,the

Lady Weld, and the

Lady Lennard:
Grace, and

Fcacc,

Ight Worfhip*
full and wor-
thy Ladies, if

there bee a-

ny one thing

wherein I make fingular

account of my friends love,

it is , when by feme good
meanes they are fetting mee
forward in the wayes offal-
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The Epiftk Dedicatory.

j

vation:andon theother fide.,

1 cannot (b rejoyce in an*
improvemetof my beft love

and fervice co them, as when
mutually I may bee a helper

forwardoftheir faith. I write

not this, as favouring any

ingratefull burying civil! and

humane kindnefles in oblivk

on,but as giving the preemi-j

nence to theworkeof love,!

which eipecia'ly is imployed

in advancing that good part,

which as our Saviour inri-

mateth toMartha3Q\z\\ nor be

taken awav from us. Let it

not therefore I pray you(my

i

honored good Ladies)feeme

ftrange
5
that in the defire of

rhe beft good to your fouler

I prefent to your view, and

infcribe by particular Dedi-

cation to your LadifhipSjthi

enfuing Bundle of Letter

t

par



The Epifik Dedicatory.

partofthewerkesofa reve-

rend Divine,who living,fhi-

ned as a bright Scarre in the

Church of God. For 1 am
perfrvaded, with Gods blef-

fing^vhich is all in all, that if

you attentively reade this

Booke, you fhall finde many
fweet Motives to heavenly-

mind dnefle, effV&uall con-

federations so qcalifie the bit-

ternefie of lbrrow
D
which of-

ten befalleth us in this vale of

Teares; andlafHy^nofmall

attra&ive to draw up your

mindes from thefe vanifhing

delights below , to thofe

hopes and joyes ofan inheri-

tance incorruptible, undefi-

led 5thatfadeth not away,re-

ferved in Heaven for you. I

will not enlarge my felfe, to

fpeake in commendation of

the Author of thefe Chriftian

A 3 Letters
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The Epiftle Vedtmory.

Letters^ who no marvell hee

(peaketh tofeverall points fo

gracioufly.,who felt heavenly

ftraines in his Meditations (b

plentifully. This prefent

Booke will(as his other Wri-

tings have done) fpeake for

himJ doubt not.ftfficiently,

One part ofwhich hath been

tranfcribed while the Author
lived, and the Copie was not

to bee had in Print, in my
knowIedge,fuIl many a time^

yea, hundreds of times, or

neerer a thoufand times, if

fbme godly perfons have not

mif-reckoned. Now,why I

chnfe your Ladifhips , in

whofe name to commend
this Worke to the Church of
God 5 though I might al-

leadge other reafbns, yet for

the prefent ht this fuffice,
1

'hat. as you are Sifters in

na-
^w "— > '



The Epijik Dedicatory,

nature, fo you are neerer Si-

fters in grace, and therefore

well may bee joyned in one

infeription, whom God hath

linked in fo holy union.I will

not by longer Preface hold

your Worships from the

Booke it felfe. Readeir,my
refpe&ed good Ladies 5 and

the Lord give you under-

flanding in all things. Febr*

22. 1620.

Tout Ladifhipf) readie

to all fervice in the

Lord,

Ez. Ch.

.1
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CHRISTIAN
LETTERS:

Containing Divine Inftra-

ftions,Ex hortatlons, and

Coofblatioos.

Letter I. Dite8crj.

kM

f^Sggg^OoD Miftrcffc 5.

we muft not think

ic ftrange, wben
need is,to be made
heaviewichmany

sffli&ions/orchis

hath ever beene the portion of

Gods Children., who through ma-

ny Tribuluions have entrcd in*

to his Kingdome. Hee that will

not let the fhew and livdefle

PiftureofGodlineflegoCjWichout

affiyln g aad overturning, how
much more hach hce an aking

Tooth at thjc Grace which is on-

A S fained?

I
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faincd? Wherefore bee net dit
|

maied, if Changes and Armies of

Trials fhould fucceed each other;

rather rejoyce, thatbyoccaGonof

thefe things, you may fee your

fclfecobcbuildedon that Rocke

which none can prevaile againft,

though it bee never fo afftyled.

When the Windes blow, and

Sformes fall., then wee may fee.

what buildirgs have fure Foun-

dations : then ihofe that are other-

wife,cannot be hidden. Our whole

care,v\ hen temptations follow u«,

ftardahin this: Firft, wee rcuft

judge aright of them, and the end

for which Gcd doth frnd th^m :

Secondly , wee nmft fecke vtife-

domc and ftrergth, which may
make us undcrgoe them, to Gods
glory, and our corrforrs. A}! evils

which befall us in (ouk,bodic and

condition, fhey are med rcinahle

forrowes fenc of God, that the

foule holpen by them, as by bitter

potions, might by renewed re*

pen;aiiC€ more and mure purge it

felfe



QUtfclviS inaffliliiQns*

felfe of cbac true Soule-ficknefle^

that finne and corruption which

dwdlethinit. If wee were as in-

nocent as Job-9 yetmuftwehura-

b'eour felvts under the hand of
God, whenhefendcthadverficies..

VVherefore^ in all renewed occa-

iL-nsof chiskinde, let us judge

our felves
5
and ^row more vile in

our owne eyes • that thus humbled
under Gods mighrie hind

p wee
may further acd further receive

his grace, for the cxaldng ofus;

Aud this is the end ofGod^why he

at miny times briogeth many and

divers advtriities.Thereafonis:

this exercife of a broken fpiric

may ftillbee renewed tffctfually

in us : even as Phyficians , to

bring away ficke matter more

fully and fafely, are forced againe

and againe to open the veine

,

u kifig away now fome bloud,now
ether fome, as the partie mtf
btare; to doth God, not at once,

but many times bring away- this

corruption which dwelleth in us

:

And

]
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4 dfjHBiotts though biteer,

And as Phyficians now give one

thing, now another, left naiure,

ufed ftill to one , (hould doc bee

moved 5 fo God doth (bmetimes

in bodie, fomeiimes in minde,

fometimesin our iftaredealewith

us.hecaufe hce doth fee, that the

longer wee arc ufed to this or that

croife, the kffe it worketh with

us. Bat left wee (hould bee fwal-

lowed np of evils , wee meft

jnyne witheare of humbling our

(elves, that wifedome and ft*ength

which may make us hopeful! and

joyfull, even in the middeft of

our affii<5Uor.$. The things that

befall us, wee muft not looke at

them by outward appearance, but

wifely confider how they are

changed in Chrift,who hath taken

away the poyfon which would
bee in the evils wee fuffer, and

made them ferviceable for our

good. As Children, through want

of Wifedome , are troubled at

Bug-beares ; fo wee are much af-

fraid of things which caanos hurt

us.
mmmmmm



ytt rphokfome.
,Wa

us. This wifedome, which doth

make us truly to difcerne things

asinChrifttheyare,dothmakeus

comagious in bearing cf them, Ic

is betcer with ihe body when it

feedeth on bitter hearfcxs which

breed good bloud, than when it

feedeth on fweet meais, which

ingendcr bitter vomits and mor-

tal! fiefceefles, Agaioe,asall fwcet,

without any tart intermeddled, is

notfopkafing: To if in the tenor

• four lives wee (hould not (omc-

time know diftafement, our com-

rns would when we enjoy them

beroth'ng fb taftefull to us. Be.

fides, witedeme will tell us that

thcic thiogs come andgoe as the

raine on cur cloaths, which in a

,whifcdriem up, and all is as be-

fore: fo when hca^intlfcis with

us inthe evening, wee fcc joy rc-

ai Hgeven before the morning

often. Did wee not through falfc

glafles tee thirgs otherwise than

they are, they would oot caft 113

downefomuch as the doe. Wee

I
there-

5
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Chrifi cur ftrength

\

therefore wifely obferving how
\

many wayes the grace ofGod our

heavenly father doth change thefe

things into our good, even as the

art of the Apothecary doth make

a poifonfull Viper into a whole -

Come, Triacle, we muft choofe ra-

ther aflfli&ion than vanity. Now
we want ftrength , wee muft be-

ing confeious of it., come to him,

who maketh u* able to doe sH

things through his ftrcrg rhenirg

of them, who ftrengtheneth his

in the inner man to long fuff*-

ranee with joyfulneflc, who hath

faid, Sjch as looke to me, ftull re-

new ftrength. Our ftrength is to

clafpeChrift, and hold to him as

the perfon in whom is all our

ftrength. TheCofiiesarea weake

creature, but they diggc in the

rocke, worke themfclves holds

under the earch where they may
beinftfety: we are fet to fchoole

to them to karne of them, that

whereas we are weake, we privy

to it, would by faith worke our

feives



in all afflictions. \

felves inco that Rocke Chrift Je-
fus,againft whom the gates of hell

cannot prevaile. When the Apc-
fiks had received bis fpiric of

firength, they made a play ofall

their fufFerings and labours; even

as in bodily things Wee fee men
that have ftrength and courage, a?

thefe porters and fuch, they will

make a (port to bcare fueh bur-

thens as a weake creature would
tremble to kft ar. Want of this

wifedome and ftrength, wha> voy

ces doe they draw from us? Even

fuchasthek; Were ic anything,

faith one,but this, I could hop- to

re ceivc good from i ; Were it a-

ny thing but this, I could hope to

beare ir. Whereas did wee put on

this fptfticle of wifedome, wee
fhould tee that there were no-

thing Co fit as this to doe us^ood^

which Go c'mftth toufe before

other. Did wee in confcicncc of

our imp tercy fteke to Chrift to

mike us able, wee fhould not

doubt but to fiade ftrcngih e-

noagh
—

i
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Cbriji ourflrengtk.

nough whereby tobeare that com-

1

\
fortabtyj which wee thioke moft

intolerable. Wherefore, as I

know you fabjeft to (bme exerci-

(cs,(bl wifliyou more and more
communion with your Chrift, on

whom reftcth the fpirit of Wile-

dome and ftrength^ihat you may
beare them,yea be more than con-

queror in thenu

I doe defire to remember you
with the firft of thofe whom
God by his providence hath en-

deared to roe above others. Being

not fit to continue long in wri-

ting, with- my hearty commenda-

tions and thanks for all your love,

I commit you to God.

Yours in Chriflian affc&ion*

Faitl B4jm.

My

«MP . »» m



2. Hortatory.

MY Chriftian Friend, being

much indebted uoto ycu,

for the kindnefle I hive received

from you, I thought good to let

you fee that 1 dot not altogether

forger, what I cannot fo fully as I

would reqokc: wfc cannot fo diA

charge this debt of love, but that

we mud ft ill ftand indebted one to

another. Now bethinking how I

may bellow my felf for your good,

I doe noc know any meane more
fruitfull , than that of Chriftian

exhortation, by which wee pro-

voke each the other to love.Wher-

fore give mec leave to ftir you up,

but to labour for the prefent fruit

ofyour affliftion forcpaffed,and to

prepare your felfe againft future

tryalsj ifGod fhouldbe pleated to

prove your patience yet further in

time to come. Wee (ee the earth

then having endured the nipping

ftorme8 of the Winrer feafon , it

commcth to receive into herbo-

fomc the beames of the Sunne

now



10 Deliverance from AffliUion

now more approached^the earth I

(ay before fuitIefle,doth put forth

and become fruitfull : thus wce^

chough in the winter ofour temp-

tation,whi!e the favour of GOD
feemeth to have forfiken us,

chough in this taking we finde it

enough to doe to keepe life at the

root ,
yet when now Gcd doth

warme our hearts with the fcnfe

ofhis love, which is better than

life it felfe^ then we muft labour to

put forth both bud and bloffome,

yea to bee filled with the fruits of

tighteoufheffir, which arc to the

praife ofGod throughJefus Cbrift.

I When the Devil! cannot longer

hinder our deliverance out ofany

evill, yet he will labour to keepe

us without underftanding hearts,

that wee fliall not bee able to ac-

knowledge God in that hee hath

wrought for us: by which meane

the fbuie is kept from being bet-

tered by that it hath received. If

with our hearts wee underftand

not the loving kindneffc and faith-

fuIneflTe
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fulutfle which God hath (hewed
coward as, then cur love to him
will not be increafed., for we love

him, beaufe we finde him ro have

loved us firft ; our faith will not

be ftrengthened, if wee have not

obfcrved how crufty the Lord is

to all that beleeve in him : for this

growth we take in knowing God
by his word and works 5 this doth

make us grow in bcleeving on

him according to thar,They who
know thee ., will truft in thee.

Wherefore this being an enter-

prize of Satan, when hee cannot

defeat us of good things, then to

keepe us,if ir b? poflible/rora the

fpiriiuall fruit of them, let us bee

wifctofeeke untoGodwho hath

(aid,! am he that teacheth thee to

prcfit,that he would be pleafed to

give us his fpirir,which may teach

us to know what hee hath done

for us. If this bee obtained, then

the benefit will follow, both of

our trials and deliverance: Oar
finncfhallbe more purged out of

us,



us , our graces (hall bee more
ftrengchened , yea they fhall bee

morea&iveandftirringm us, ma-

king us more ready to, atid plenti-

ful! in every good word and work
rban beforctimes w?e havebeene.

Thele are the chiefe ends for which

God fendcth all our vifications :

as the end of bi'tcr potions is to

purge forth ficke matter from the

body 5 (b all our griefs tent of

God, are medicinabk bitteroeflfe

to deanfc our foules. Now as tb«

faculties are ftrengthened in us

when we are rid offach ficke ha-

moursas did fo offend them, (b all

the graces are the more confirmed

by how much finne is more remo-

ved. In the third place, a bodie,

when ficknes doth not weaken the
faculties of ir, is full of motion,

found bodies love to bee ftirring,

especially ifcoldneffe doe not be-

numme the members and make
them unfit for motion. Thus the

foule, when God hath fcattered

the cares a-nd lufts which didop-

prefie



andfoftrengthens Grace* 13

prefle it, and by his love fted into

ic, diflblred that frozen coldnefl?

which is an eneaay to heavenly

aftion, then ic doth in 1o*q and

zealetohis glory beftirre it lelfe

diligently, both in the duties of

the gcnerall calling of Chrifti-

ans,and the particular callings in

which wearefci refp^ft ofour out-

ward condition, Thefc being the

fruits which fhould follow affli-

6tion, give diligence to find them

in you more and more : ic is the

feale of that elcftion and calling

by Gcd, according to the purpofe

oflife, when you feele that things

vvorke thus together for your

good. Every bafemetall maybe
patintothe tire, but that which

abideth ia it and commeth forth

more rt fined by k,thac is precious

and of much account. Every man
may bee put into the furnace of
aflfliftion,but if wee endure cha-

ftifements and come forth more

and more purged by meanes of
them, then it is a fure fignc we are

veflels



14 Prtparalion for evill timet
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vtflel* of Silver, and vctfels of

Gold, ordained ofGodco glory

everlafting.

Now I come to tbat fecond

taske, I did undertake of provo-

king you to prepare againft times

to come. Though great fickneflcs

breed fometime long health , yet

it is true on the other fide, that no

winde but may blow raine when
God is fo pleafed , no ftate fo

calme which may notfoone turne

tempeftuous3 ftiould not the Lord

bee more gracious. The Divell,

when now God hath made us get

the upper hand of fbme grievous

temptation, doth lie in ambufh,

and bend all his forces to draw

us into pride, at leaft into fecurity

and preemption touching things

which may hereafter befall.Whcr-
fore feeke to God to make you

ready for every thing wherewith

he (hall try you. In peace we pre-

pare for warre: wearing a weapon
docb not make a man the fooncr

let on, nay it preventeth this

danger



juvjjcs profitable*

danger (bmetimes, and alwayes

makes a man ready ce defend him-

fclfcwhen he is affailed. God doth

fee us to learne of the Ant this

poin t ofWifdome :that fm all crea-

ture gatherech and hoordethfood

in Summer, which may befuffici-

ent in winter feafbn : and when
we have that providence in Sum-
mer to make proviiion of Hay and

fodder for our beafts againft their

need^ how fliould we be worthy

rebuke, ifwee fliould not now in

peace ftoreupin our hearts thofe

things which may bee ufefull and

hclpfulltousintimeof our trou-

ble? Now this praftife ftandeth in

three things chiefely. FirftJn gee

ting a watchful (agacity,by which

our (boles doe difcerne aforehand

what kind of events and exerciies

they are fubjeft unto in this vale

of ceares. Secondly,in learning by

due confiderations, to know how
wanting we are in wifedomc,how

weake in regard of tfnc ftrength

which maketh us able to ftand

when

15



i5 Faith in Cbrift>tbe

when wee are tryed. Thirdly3 In

flying to God by faith , holding

him, as who hath beene, i$, and

mcft be, the rocke of our fa! viri-

on : looking to Chrift the author

andfiniflKrofou'faich, who hath

received thiscommandemeot from

his father, that he would not only

call us and briogusinto the ftate

of grace , but fccepe us in it and

raifeusupattheLftday : who is

a great Saviour > keeping his (as

Trf#/faith)from every evillwork,
i

to his heavenly kingdome. Now
when by faith wee thus hang oo

God our Siviour, then we? are,

as it wercio aftroDgTower,wher.

in the gates of hell (hall not b?e

able to hurt us, much tefle to pre-

vaile againft us, God doth fee us

to fchoole to the Conies, that of

them we might learne this leflon

:

they are a weak^timorous creature,

yet they have this wifedome to

worke themfelves holes in the

earth , burrowes to which they

may reiuruc for (hJccrjand though

^cy
I
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Reck^of our Salvttio*<
l *7

they goeoutfometimes, yet they

dill returns ever and anon unto

their holds. Oh, (b rauft wee,

confcious of our weaknefle , by

faith worke oar felves into the

Rocke Chrift lefts* and though

(bmetime wee are abroad , as it

were, in many other matters, yet

wee muft ftill returne and renew

our beltcfe towards hire, I may
not profecute theft things. The
Lord teach you by his Spirit fb to

acquaint your fclfc with him, that

you may with much more confi-

dence and boldnefle refortto him

in all your ntceflities. Moreover,

I have fent you a Soltloqitie
y
which

I did longfince pen, that ic might

bee an Introduction , leading by

the hand a wcll-difpofed Chriftian

to take up a forme of wcrds be-

tween God and his foule for the

increafc ofhis dcvotion.Thus with

my hearts deftre to Gcd for you, I

take my leave.

B 77;.
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Temffattens rvorke fir good

3. Confblatory.

The God ofconfolation andcompaf-

fion be withyoH) mygoodand lo-

ving Sifttr , and rcmaine with

jot*for ever.

I
Know not whether I ftiould

write of gratulation unto you,

and thanksgiving unto God for

your deliverance, or clfc of fbme

comfort again ft your troubles, if

you yet rcmainc in them: Confi-

dcring the Lords ordinary dea-

ling, ifyou be not already delive-

red, your deliverance cannot bee

farreoff. But forafmuch as the

wayes of God with his children

are diver?, w hofe fteps wee can no

more find out, than know the way
in the aire where the bird hath

flowne ; I know not whether hee

will hold you in the Schoole of

your grievous temptations. Well,

lam affured that the iflue (hall bee

good, aflured alio that the length

and grievoufhefle of them, (hall

Accordingly addc unto the weight

and
-~*^ >! *



to them that ftan God. 1

9

and fhining brightncire of the

Crowne which in Chrift lefts is

prepared for you : affiired finally

chat the comfort which thofe

which are
5
or (hall be cemp:ed,wi)l

bee much the ftrongerand deeper,

as they (hall underftand chat you

which have beene fo long and fo

fharply exercifed, were atthclaft

io gracioufly delivered. Be there-

fore of !',ood comfort (my good

Sifter) although the Lord plunge

you into the Ssa, yet he will goe

downe with you thither to keepe
j

you, tint you (hall not bee drow-

ned : although you pafle thorow

chefire
3
you (hall not beeconfu-

tr.eJ,beciufe he is with you: al-

though hec leadc you from one

Seatoacother3yectheLord which

commands both the teas and the

fire ( as all other creatures) frill,

for his dearc Sonnes fake, worke
that fire nor water fhall not onely

noc hurt you, but profit you in fi-

ning you more and more from

the droffc of finne, and wafhing

B 2 yo i
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20 Temptations cannot hurt. \

you from the common filth of

the remnants of finnc which arc

in you.What doe Ifay that he will

be with you in fire and water ? Ic

is bat a fmall thing in his eyes. If

you were brought to the gates 9f

hell; If hell gates had (hue her

mouth upon you
, yec there his

hand will be with you, and from

thence his arme will deliver you.

Yea, if hell had fwallowed you
up into her bowels, yet it muft in

deipite ofit render you up againe:

Her ftomackc cannot long hold

you, no more than the great moa-
ftrous Whale could brooke\lo*4s3
which if hee had light upon the

wicked Mariners, hee would

have devoured and digefted twen-

ty ofthem in lefle (pace. And this

is indeed the promife ofour Savi-

our, tMatth. 6. That hell gates

fliall not prevaile againft you.

They (hall fight againft you, but

fliall not prevaile. Whereof I

wrote unto you, for that our

fiiend Mafter C. wrote unto rae,

that



7)ifiruji& refnfall of comfort afin. 21

that fince my laft letters you have

bcene terribly fhaken by a forci-

ble Tempeft which the Enemie

hath ftirred op againft you, wher-

vvkh hee had railed fuch a dufi in

your eyes, that ycu had in your

judgement loft all fight of the

grace and goodnefle of God
in lefts Chrift. Butbcnotdifimi-

ed
>
my Sifter, for my part I am in

good hope that even as a little be-

fore day-breake the darknefie is

greateft : fo thefe grand Piece?

which hee kcepcih in ftore until]

the cafe be defperate, be, with the

clappesthey give, and mifts they

fend forth, meffer gers ofyour de-

liverance, which is before ihe

doore. The truth is, that as to be-

leeveGod to be your merciful! Fa-

ther, is a precious thing before

God, (b to doubt of his goodnrffc

towards ns,is a great finnc. When
further wee refufe the -comforts

and admonitions that bee offe-

red out of his Word, the finnc is

yet increafed. If blasphemous

B 5 words
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[

words efcape us, yet fiune ii made

one ftaire higher. If your finnes

for the height of them, reach the

very hcavcns,3nd for their breadth

fprcad themfelves from South

to North, and their length from

Eaftto Weft: yet the rrerciei of

the Lord our God in lefus Chrift

ovcr-r'ach them every way. For

upon us alljthat are thus over faken

by Satan, ic is alfo verified, which

the Apoftle faith; chat where finne

doth abound 3 there grace doth

more than abound. Thcfe large

promifes hath the Lord made us

to our everhfting comfort, which

he hath fct out by the meafure of

the obedience and fuflL-rings of

hisdeare Sonne lefus Chrifr, the

height, and breadth, and length

whereof (as you know) is infinite,,

not onely, becaufe hee was in fuch

anguifti of minde for us, that

through griefe hee fweat(which

was neverheard ofydropsofbloud

which came from him, and cryed,

My God, my God, why haft thou

for.
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a gnat Comfort to greatfivners.

forfiken me? but alfofor that his

obedience is the obedience of the

eternall God, and for that his fuf-

ferings are not onely the fuffe-

ringsofa mortal! man^ but of the

immortallGod;, which as the A-
poftlefmb, with (bedding of his

owre bloud redeemed us : not

that the Go ihead could (offer the

fheddingof bloud^but becaufe of

thcunfpestkablc unity of the two
Natures, bound together in one

perfonj that which was done to

Chrifttheman, i% toourfinguhr

eomfort, laid to bee done of the

etcmallGodr

Now for the keeping of our

pare, which we have in the obe-

dience and fufferings of our Savi-

our Chrift,you muftjrurn your ek s

frcm your frtfr9 at;d from your

owne workes, unto the EIe6Vion

and calling c f God. For as the

Lord faveth u$
3
not becaufe ofour

good workes, bee they never Co

mar.y : fb hee will not condemne

us his Children , becaufe of our

evill

23
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TLUUion the ground ofGods love.

cvill works,be they never (b great.

Hereunto the Lord callcth us by

the Prophet Efaj, chap#45. where

dealing with the rebellious Israe-

lites, he faith, for Hrael his cho-

fen fake, and becaufe they were

called by his name, be would con-

firme them, and doc them good

:

becauie faith he, I loved thee, and

becaufc thou were precious ia

mine eyes, and becaufc I cfleemed

thee, I will doc this and this for

thee: as ifhe would fay,although

thou lovedft not raee , nor eftec-

medft not me* As for the Lords

calling towards you whereby (as

by a ladder)you may climb fafely

unto the couniell of Gcd co know
your EIeftion,and what his fecrcc

decree of you was before the

world was made, I referre you to

that which I wrote to you before;

the markes aremany and cercaine

in you, you ncede not , I wis, to

hare had Co many and long temp-
tations: to have thrown you head-

long into cvcrlafting defpaire, if

you
;=-=
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you had not belonged to the Lord.

For as the Children of God are

conquerors over many temptati-

ons, (o one onely temptation (and

chat a ftiort one) is able to finke

the ftoutcft among the Repro-
bates into the bottomlefle pit of

hell. Neither rouft you think that

the grace ofGod worketh alwaies

alike in his Children. When you
walke in the fields at winter, you
fee not onely no good fruity but

not fo much as a leafe on the

Trcesj inibme alfbrhe very trunk

or ftocke appeareth to be dcad,yet

is the fappe hidden in the root3
which in due time will ftiewthat

the tree was never dead.Howbeit,

I need not lead you into the

fields, you have an example at

home within yourdoores: For,

when yom fire is raked up, there

appeareth oftentimes a fert of

cold and deadafhes, when there

are underneath certaine fparkes,

]
of which you may afterward

mkkeafirct And fuchmheefute

B5 of
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of the Children of God ,. when
through thefinncs they doe com-

mit, and wherein oftentimes they

flecpea great while, they appeare

unto men as forfaken of God,

and remcdileffe. How much more

ought you to bee of good com-

fort, in whom the Lord hath

fet fuch notes of your etcrnall

falvation in Jefus Chrift, that all

the ftnoke which the enemy hath

caft out, cannot take away the

fight of them from us, or once fo

much as bring us in doubt of it > I

grant you your (elves think other-

wife • but as in ficke pcrfonswee

fteitcommethtopaffe, that they

thinke there is no hope of life
y

when the Phyfician and fianders

by fee certaine acid undoubted to*

kens of health : So is ic oftentimes

in theft fpirituall fickaelks. You
fee David through the affliftions

which the Lord ftnt upon him,

J

wreftled oftentimes with despe-

ration, was oft brought into!

doubt of ; his falvation 3 as ypu
|

**ay 1



doubts of tbtir falvttion.

may reade in the 42.43.77.and 88.

TjW/Bf/.Whcreyou (hall perceive

that he conceived ofGod,as of one

in extreme anger and rage with

him^as of one that had forgotten

him,and had taken his mercy from

him. There are al(b (I grant) voy-
cesof hope mingled with them,

tecaufe in one and the felfe-fame

Pfalme, hee changeth the whole
courfe of hisMeditationSjhowhe

floated,now up, now downe,now
funke,as it were, in thencathcr-

moft hell, now appearing and

(hewing his head above the waters

againe. The Son ofGod himfelfe

through extreme anguifti was (as

I (aid) brought to aske of God
why he had forfaken him I If the

force of Temptations could bring

him which had no finne of his

owne, and was the onely beloved

of God, and which had received

thefpirit of fortitude above mea-

fare, to fuch a hard exigent and

terrible conflift, we ought not ta

raaryelLif the Children of God,

which
«



which have fionc dwelling in

their mortall bodies , which are

not beloved for themfelvcs, but

for his fake alone, and which have

received butafetvdroppesof the

Spirit (whereofhe had the whole

Sea) bee fometimes plunged over

head and eares. And wherefore

did onr Saviour overcome that

fearefull conflift of temptation^

but that it ffcould be our medicine

when wee arc overcome of ic ?

Wherefore in this moft great cc n~

fli&did he not only reraine faith

in his heart, but in calling him his

Lord, proftffed it before men
wiih his mouthy but that it fhould

be our remedie, when wenotone-
lyfeeleno faith inwardly in our

hearr^but deny alfb outwardly be*

fore, men with our mouth , ttm
we have any hope in him ? There-

fore our Saviour Chrift in S. John

placeth not our comfort in that

we our felves have overcome, but

biddeth his Difciples bee ofgood
€hearea becaufc hechad overcome

the



againft temptations*

the World; that is to fay, all con-

trary power to the will of God.

Therefore alfo S. Iohn in his firft

Epiftle fikh,That our Faith is that

whereby weovercome theWorld:
not onely, becaufe through Faith

we vanquifh the Temptation^ but

efpecially,becaufe we by it
5
as by a

Hand , apprehend the righteouf-

nefle and viftory of Chrift, as a fi-

tisfa&ionofthat wherein we have

plaicd the cowards. Asforintcm-

perate /peeches ( if any were) it is

(b to be confidercd, that they were

notfpoken (as theyfty) in cold

bloud,and ofa malicious purpofe,

but in a paffion, and of a troubled

and a broylcd minde, which the

encmie, when hee hath you upon
the wracke, wringeth out ofyou.

And not onlyftch fpeeches^but

even fome kinde of Blafphemie

againft the Sonne ofGod^ the Son
of God himfclfe forgiveth. Effe5

I pray yoi^what (hould become of
the holy man/^which opened his

mouth fo wide ofGod; all which

curies.

29
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curfts, fent out agiinft rhe crea-

tures ofGod, returned upon the

Creator bimfdfe? And although in

the beginning he opened his mouth
againft the Lord, as it were,aflope

andindire&lyofinjuftice, as may
appeare both by his difcourfef, &
by the Lords owne anfwer, which

hec maketh in the end. Of the

which man
3 notwithftanding all

this, note ( I befeech you ) what

S. lames faithjCbap. 5, Tort have

heard (faith he) of the patient man

Job. Here you fee that heecalleth

him fo, notwithftanding all his

frowardneffe againft his friends,

(which were good men,aad came
ofgood will, although they were

not in every point fo well advifed)

notwithftanding all his impatience

againft God inwardly, notwith-

ftanding all his accusations and

curfes open!y,which proceeded of

impatience. Ifyouaskchowthefe

can (land togetherjthey Sand well:

forafmuch as the Lord forgiving

and covering hi* impatience in

1&*
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Jefu$Ghrift,reckoneth with him

as if he had fpunnc (fb to fpeake)

an even thred of his patience all

the time of his Tcmptation>wher -

as notwithftanding hec made fo

many knots, and brake his thred

fo often. Even fo (good SifterJ

will he deale wch you : for par*

dening all your incQnfiderate

fpeeches,he will make his account

with ycuforJefusChrifts fake, as

ifyou had prayed to him,and pra>

fed his Name, at the dayes ofyour

remptation* If (brne one which

had borne you good will, and fpo-

ken much good of you, deceived

by cvill company, (hotild happen

afterward to revile you ; I would
askc you this Q^eiiion , Whe-
rhery if fuch a one were forrow^

full for hisfaulr, you would for-

give him or no ? When you exa-

mine your ownConfcicnce herdiij

I dare anfwer for you, you would
not refufe him, nor tumc your

face from him. Shall you, which

havcj in companion,but afparkc

! of
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J14m merciful!, Cjodmuch more.
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oflove,(hcwthismercie; and not

the Lord,who is nothing elfe but a

fire of Charitie towards them that

cry him mercie,and as the Apoftle

Saint John faithj Charitie ic fclfe ?

Shall your fpark confirme the for-

feit againft you, and (hall not the

bone fire of the love ofGod in le-

fts Chriftj dry and licke up yours ?

Shall the cooling and refrefhtng

waters of roercie and companion

bee foand in a little Channel], and

the Fountaine &Head-fpring from

whence itcomraetb,be dry ? Con-
sidering , that in this relpeft, the

Lords cogitations are as farre dif-

ferent from ours, as Heaven from

the Earth, And the truth is, that

the Lordhath therefore taught us

to pray5
Forgivem our trefpijfei,as

mforgive them that trefpajfe agamji

m ; to this endjtha t when wc feelc

our bowels ofcoropaffion opened
to thoft which offend againft us,

We mighttake that as a fare pledge

and undoubted token of the for-

,

givcaeffe of all our finnes^ how

_ g«|



Chriftian love edifies.

great fbever they be.Therefore to

make an end where I bfgan, Beef
good comfortjdeare Sifter,you arc

the Lords,you have coft the Sonne

ofGod too dearea price,, to bee a

caft-away.

4. Monitory.

LOving Coufin, ic is my defirc,

while our lives are joyntly

continued in this flefh , to teftifie

my Chriftian love to you in fiich

dacics as tend to build you up in

your holy Faich : it is a common
debt, but yet fuchas we owe one

another fo much more abundantly,

by how much we are linked more

n rerdy. I have thought fomctime,

tint I would not bee fo backward

tothisbufineffc; but then ic hath

come unto my minde, that you are

well able to draw on others. A-
gaine , becaufe I know not the

things which in yourconfl&ing

courfemoftoppofeyou, whether

wants of Graces, or prcfence of

evill Lawes within us ; becaufe I

knew not theft particulars, I (aid

with
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with my felfe , I (hall but fhoot

without a marke> and fit a fhoo to

3 foot I know not. To what pur-

pofe fhall I wrire> Indeed, wee

cannot prefcribe fo pertinently

,

who know not the cftate exaftly

;

and we prevent our felves in tbefe

fruits of Iove
5
who make norelati-

on,and pcrfonall rcporr,nei:her in

letter^ nor by word of mouth 3

which might helpethcfe that mi-

nifter to us:but halfe a Cake
5
is bet-

ter than no bread; and a general!,

fafe, and profitable praftife muft

not be negle&edjbecaufe we fee a

morefruhfull ccurftj which wee
cannot aitaine.To come then once

againe unto you in general], till I

(hall know fome specialties , to

which I might fpeak morefor your

advant3ge;therc is good hopr3
that

body wil! doe well, which hath

the ftomack right affe&cd :Hunger

is a figne of healch ; fo that foule

which hungercth and thirfteth af-

ter righteouftes, there is no feare

,

but it (hallbee welUiking, and

profper.
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profper# I will therefore cndcvour

to give a (purre toyour/pirituall

[appetite, that you may come, by
meanesof ir,tobe filled with the

fulneffc ofGod,with the replenish-

ment of his grace. Now as in the

body,when the ftomack feeleth the

empuacfie& (licking ofother parts
whofenourifhment is waftedjthen

it furrhcr craveth: fo, when the

foule doth feele how errptie it feJf

is ofgrace, then the appetite of it

is edged.Wherfore think with me,

how wanting you are in theft

points following, that fo you may
bee (harper fet upon thofe graces

wherofyou feel your (elffo empty.

Firft confidcr,how farre you are

(hort of glorifying God as you

ought : We (hould fan&ifie him in

our hearts,words, and works, up-

on all occafions,& it (hould grieve

us to Hre him difhonoured. Wee
(hould doall things in him, and for

him:In hira,thatis,having his war.

rant;which we have,when by ftith

we know that it is welKpleafing

to



3* How vpe ought to glorifie i
co him,we (hould doe this,or that:

yea, havingaflurance of his graci-

ous pretence with us, to enable us

roall fuch workes , in which wee

know it is his will that wc (hould

walke. We (hould, Ifay,doe all

things for him, by making his ho-

nour the mark we (hoot at, in eve-

ry thing. Now,how little doe our

heairs thinke upon him , admire

him,py that wc know him,afcribe

unto bimWifdorac/rrutkMercy,

Power,in his daily works he wor-

keth for 119, while wee are pafling
J

thorow the barren Wiiderneffe of

this prefent World, unto the Reft

I

which he hath prepared ? It (hould

not be thus,Coufin. If we fee any

man that doth any thing more

wifely, that doth (hew a faithfull

parr,or a merciful! office,we think

highly ofit,and give it within our

(elves the due confederation: How
much more ought wee to rhinke

honourably of God, In the daily

works he (hewech> What a Power
I is tha^ which keeper h us to falva-

tion,



Gods Wifedomt And Power.

tioo,who have Co little ftrengtb,

and leffewi/cdome, whereby wee
might ftand in feare of our fpirl*

tuall enemies and dangers? What a

Power,thatdoth make the world,

and the Tcntations of it, dead

things unto us; which are fo mSgh-
tie, that the moft are taken prifo-

oersbythetn.andwefhouldlieas

Captive Thrals before this or that

creature/ifGod fhould not fubdue

them , and hold them under us ?

What Power is that,which killetb

finfolILuftinus- athingofitfelfe

(bftirringandmightie, andinfati-

ableinthecourfe ofh?FinalIy
5
that

upholdeththe life of grace in us?

To fee a fire buraingon the Sea,

and to keep in fire on the Waters,

werea powerfull fatt: but to keep

the life ofgrace ia a ibule which is

dead in fins and trefpaffeg, isforre

greater. What Wifdome doth he

daily fhew-,in making al the things

which befall us, ferve for fbme

good end ? in tempering our

eftateSjfo that we are neither oat of

meafure

37
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meafure opprcfledwith grievances,

nor yetirumored over-much with

the lufhie fwcetnefle ofthis prefent

Wofld:That doth by little & little

lead us forward co perfe&ion,yea,

and to Offerings, accord'ng as hec

keth we are preparfd by nis grace,

and made capable ofthtm?For his

Truth and Confta:cie, !^e doth re-

ftiSeic abundantly : for wee are

every day to fcekt: co him
;
yet hee

ftikth not, though wee iyeupon

him, a fuse friend. Againe, how
many advantages doe we gire hioi

againft us? How doe \vc byour Co

Iicrk profiting and mending what

J
wekaowamiffe

3
provokehim?Buc

he ftickech ftill faft to u$,ardall his

wayes arefoll ofmercy: hee leech

how weake wee are, and doth fo

fhieldus with his favour, that out

of pitie he will not let the Windc
blow upon ns.When we catch our

daily fals, hee fends torus by his

Spirit,and makethal whole again.

When ftrength beginnethtofaile,

hee,in pitie, putteth under, and re.

neweth
\



Mercy to bis Children.
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newcth oar ftrengch. When wee
areheavie, and poure out oar

hearts co him^ telling him how it

is with us,hce doth make us feelc

his peace and confblation. When
he feeth that evill things would
grow opon us, he doth Cnd feme-

thing or other , which may brwake

theNeftof foch matter, and pre-

vent the mifchiefe. Wee finally,

which have (bales that are al fores3

fee his mercie even in this $ that he

vouchfafeth ro handle our leprous

fyirits,, and hy renewing our re-

pentant fcnlc of miferie^ and our

Faith towards his falvation in

ChriftJ dothhy(as it w<?re) eve-

ryday a newPlaifter upon them.

Now then , not to obferve and

profecuce wich due honour, fach

Power, wifedome, Truth; Mer-

cie is a defeat to bee lamented.

Wee take ic for a token ofan ill

mindc, when one will not give to

men of parts, that which is their

due. What mindes have we, who
give God no more in our hearts,

who
•~^
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who is (b to bee advanced in thefc

and fach like re(petts as I have na-

med? And this not acknowledged

of him, in the daily experiences

which we have ofhim theft waies

doth make us as much to feekcj

when trouble commetb, as if wee
had never beene acquainted with

him. Whereas3 did wee acquaint

lour hearts with him in thefe his

wayes,we fhould finde it as eafie to

reft on him,inany triall and neceffi-

tie, as men doe one with another :

they preiume, (uch an one wil not

be wanting to them
3
who(e truftie

kindacfle they have bad ful proofe

of,as which never failed them. In

the £cond phce, as our hearts

fhould with b:feeming afRftion

inwardly honour, fo our tongues

fliould tell ofhimj making known
fuch things as we know of him : to

fmother thefe things, is his dif-

honour.Thoicthat belong to great

perfonages, they delight to tell of

the valour,policie,bountie oftheir

Lords:yea3wc will do one another

this



in oust Wirls and ASHons.
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this crcdit,to tell whatmoremark-

able parts we cfpy eachfri other.

Why fhouldourGod fee forth,and

not have a word lent him this

way? Finally,*hatfoever We doc,

wee are to fee his leave and pre.

fence with us , and to intend his

glory in it. We arc not our owne
mcojbut theLords fervants,bought

with a price. Now wejaftly deem
it irreverence in thofe that live un-

der government, if they prefirae

to doe any thing ; much more , if

tbeyrunacourie upon theirowne
heads, not caring to take us with

them, and know our pleasure. A-
gaine,men doe iooke, that fuch as

chcy keepe,fhould doc them hone*

ftie,*nd be for their credit:And we
fee the Retainers of Noblemen fo

add'&ed this way, that they run

themfclves into Books, and ont of
faire PatrifDonks,and all to raain-

taine a Gallancie, which they

(though falfly) thinke much ma-
king for their Lords glory.Now if

Wc i-y thefc together,we (hal find,

C tfot

4i
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thatwe in thcfe wayes have much
been wanting to our dutie. How
little do we fee and pofleffe our

hearts with the referent and affe-

ctionate observing of that we dai-

ly receive from God, and Co ofchat

we find to bee in him towards us >

Oar hearts lie afleep this way.

Little doe wee joy to bee telling

others,and letting forth our Lords

honour unto therryhatGod might

be glorified, and they thus provo-

ked to feeke the fame fervice with

usrand who doth feele this dutiful

dependance towards God, which

makes him looke up to the Lord,

that hte would witnefle to his

(bule, by his own holy Spirit, that

his wayes hee takes in hand are

pleafing to him^that he will be our

fufficienciein them?Alas,we begin

our courfcs according co cuftome,

and thinke no more ofthis^than as

ifwewere not tied to fach homage.

We are as ifwe had pnrcha&d the

Lordfhip of our felve9, and had in

oar own hands the power of oQr
\

_ . _. 1 wayes,!
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Oht Failings drive us to Cbrift.
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wayes. Now theo, ifyou difcerne

how you have failed in this great

Comimndemcn^offeeking to glo-
rifie your God- and if your trying

yoqrftrcngchs, in labouring the

fpirituall Obedience which tbefe

points decipher unto us
3
finde your

uflfiifficicncie tbis way ; then you
(hall find the emptineffe of Righ-

teoufneflf:, which (hall helpe you

fomewhac the more to claipe

Chrift, your Righteoufiicfle,, that

in him you may fee your forgive-

nefle; and Chriftyour Santtifkr,

that he would doe that hee hath ,

promifed you, even put his Spirit

in you, and make you keepe thefe

Commandements more and more,

in thefe Branches above-named.

And ifthe Lord (hall give any four

to your Dsvocion^any encreafe to

yourRepentance and Faith,by this

meanes., I ihall haye caufe to re-

) jyce with you. I thpught to have

thus gone over f. me other H ads,

to have helped you to ice your

want of Faith
9
and rejoycing in

C 2 God,
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God, and (b to have couched thofe

feares offuture events, and poffek

fing your peace, and thatuncom-

fortablenefle which doth hang, in

pa (Ting our time^abou t os.But read

this other Letter I iend you, again

and againe ; and for the la ft, know
that the Lord doth but hide from

us, and let us feele wearinrfle in

going on, that Co he might make us

more depend upon him, and fceke

to him, to fhine upon our wayes,

and to carry us on in them , when
we feele ourinabilicy in our (elves.

ButfheLord,I hope, will enable

me at fbme other time to performe

foraeduty to you this way. i let

this beginningcome to you,which

lay fo long written by mee. You
rauft not thinke much I write no

oftner ; for fincc my comming

| home,I havehad neccflity to write

very many wales. I thanke you for

allyour lovc^ and wifliingyou the

fweet lovfe of our God fhed into

your heart, I take ray leave this

'

fixth o£D$cember.

5 • VmUory.



the tffcll ofomjhmcs, to bumble us.

^^p^^-___^_j _. « » ——*

5. DircBerjh

LOving Friend, wheras in your

Lettersyoucomphine oftedi-

ous wearifomenefle^which in paC

fivg the day, doth «rc-while cloze

with us, ofwhich we fpakea litde

tooether.The truth h
5
thoughGod

doth fomtimes, only to humble us
3

Ietfuch a wearifome vanity follow

uSjthat hence wee might confider,

what our fianc agaioft God hath

done : how-to wk,it hath thruft us

I out ofParadife, to a laborious and

1 irkefome condition of life- that

thus w*e might be quickned , to

begin ChriiltbatblcfTiog^which

doth mitigate thofcevi!s:Though

againcit fometimedoth only pur-

file uSj becaufe of performing our

duties ofdevotion with toomuch
overture ; for this maketh God
loath us :fo thar we find finall ca f

c

3

till wee rccurncagaine,and fhake

our fel ves up better. Yec the com-

mon root of this gricfc3 above na-

med, is the want of confcionable

1 dependance upon God for his blef.

I
C % fing,
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I
4$ j Wt arc frone te jetfc-JMfficiency

:

^-^
fing,and ftrcngth to carry us on a 1 i

the day long. Doc you feelc,wheo

you rife,(uch a fenfe ofyour ownf
weakneflfe, as maketh your hear-

to looke to God, 1hat he wou Id be

your ftrength and your cotafori

throughout the whole day ? Ala%

wegoe or>, as it there did need no

fuch matter. The Divell told our

firft Parents, they ftiould bee like

gods : and though it is falfe,in re-

gard of any blcffed conformities

yet it is too true,in regard offitiful]

prefumption, with which \v care

fecretly poyfoncd. For we doe na-

turally live3 and hold on ourcour-

fes , as if wee were gods within

our felves, not needing to looke

higher for comfort orflrength, in

which wee might proceed. Now
this maketh our God, when wee
feele pwtrfnUy (b little need of

him, to let wearineflc and uncom-
forrablenefle overtake us, which

might make us come to new rec-

konings within our (elves , and

more affeftionately to fecke unto

him,



rvee ought toVtay AgAinjiit.
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^

him,that he would be with us, and

carry us on, a d refresh us. Now
if you difcernCj that there is in

you futha fecret Sclfe-fiifficiencie,

and that yoor fpirit awakencth

not with fueh poverty in ir, which

maketh you looke up to God,
with confeience of your infirmi*

tic, and confeffe,, that ifhe be not

your ftrength and comfort, you

cannot pafleon^ hourc over,with-

out wearifbmeheavinefle :if you
ifiude that this is lurking 5 then

you rauft tume you to God, and

wrcftleagamft it, faying*. I need

not mufe much at this I finde:

howflhould Ibut know fainting

anddifcomfort in going on, who
amfoaffc&sd, as if I would goc

alone
s
and had not need of thy

belpe^O Lord, at all times, ar.d in

every thing,with me ? How (houl-

deft not thou, that fmgleft out all

pride, as the finnethou wile re-

lift y bee much incenftd at this

hidden Selfe-lufficicncie , which

. doth pull thee out ofthy Throne,

\
C4 mi-

—
!

1



^8 j 'Prajfir agtivjl Stlfc-confidvice.

makingthee no God to us, while

re feckno need ofthee- but are

readie to goe on , as able enough

within our felvcs to walke on in

ourwayes ? Wee farther confefle,

that though we fee the indignitie

of this behaviour, yet the frame

of our hearts is fb eut of order,

that of our felvcs wee have no

power to amend it: far ars by na-

ture wee are fallen from faith on

thee, fb wee arc filledwith Selfc-

cofidencejwhich makes us(though

we know it not) reft in our owne
ftrength. Now then, what fhall

we doe,but look to thee, that thou

wouldeft make us (b poore in Spi-

rit, that we may with foch feeling

tod lowlinefle depend upon thee,

for all our ftrength and comfort

;

that thou (who (hewett grace to

the humble ones ) mayeft delight

to nynifter them both abundantly

unto us, that wee may walke up-

right, firong, and chearefull in thy

ftrength > O Lord, weaske it the

bolderjforthou haft proraifed^that

thou



grayer againji Stlfc-co*fidence.

thou wilt circuincife our Selfc*con-

fidenc hearts, (o chat we fliall have

no truft in the fle£h>bat have al our

rcjoycing in thee. O Lord cell us,

we beftech thee, make our hearts

heare ic , that thou who arc not

wearie, nor mayeft nocfainr, wilfi

be onr ftrong Armc every mor-
ning

-

r(ay to us, that thou arc our

Gedy who wik leade us to death

:

What joy can we have to fee a foot

forward any way,ifthou doeft not

kt us fee that thou arc wich us?

Our hearts thinkc what thy fervant

fpoke : if wee may not have thee

in thy Word, teftifying thy pre-

sence tvich us (for thy Word is out

cloudie Pillar) it wert better fo*

us never to move further, than

to goe on
;
not having thee with us*

FollowingGod with thefcthingf,

youfhalJfiudcit notinvaine. Fi-

nally, this exercifc of bewayling

our want in forac one thiogr doth

rnuke us fee what need wee have,

,

that Chnlt fliould be made o( God
our righteoufheffe^nd doihrnake

C 5 ui
]
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50 We tnuft fbcwf§rtb Gods Gracu 1

us come feelingly to fee the tor-

givenefle of all our finnea,through

him our great G^d and Saviour,

who hath wa(hed us with his

bloud. I will leave off, though

abruptly : my Letter groweth in

my hand, and if 1 fhould goe on/it

would be more than ycur handful.

The Lord Jefus, who is the au-

thor and fii flier of all his graces

ihus,perft& you andallhischo-

fen more and more, that in this life

we may fee the joyes ofholinefle..

6. Monmrj.

CHriftian Friends,, Forafmnch
as it is ourdutie, who have

bin undc r Gods hand,ro teach tho/e

that are under rhe fime; and feeing

we that have rafted grace, are ef-

fectually to fing the mercies of

God rewards others: in this re-

gard, my Letters (hall open thefe

two things untoycufo farre as J

am able> if von arc alive ro receive

k. I know not whether I ftallj

write you another 5 if nor, it (hall

returne
m _ " ' imm i »»



The Sptntjtot afflifttd vporkj repent,

rcrurnc into my bofbene , that Ss

written unto you, The end of
thefc affiiftions, fo bitter and grie-

vous, is to bore the eares ofthofc

that are the Lords,, that they may
hearethisCommandcment, of re-

turning from all iniquitie ; and

therefore we are bound inchaines

ofafBtftion, that the eyes of oar

mindes may bee opcned,to fee our

workesand finnes, thewhicharc

migntic. Now it is not the evils

thsmfelves , but the prefence of

God,by his (pirit working in them,

which doth thefc things. For the

mightie God fin the fifth Verfe of
that Chapter^ is made the princi-

pal! worker of thefe things^by the

means ofgrievous calamities.Now
this is a great mercie of God : for

if wee were not thus brought to

repentance, wee would neither fee

good daiesher^nor fcape the con-

demnation of the world, i Cor. j i

•

Confider therefore, what evils of
our lives the Lord would have

us rip up and be waile before him

and

5i
»-^
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and it is in generally our difloyall

eftranging our hearts from hiai,

that our hearts and delights have

been more on the finfull pleafures

and profits ofthisWorlds than on

cbe Lord, and on ourmoftbleffed

covenants of dying to finne, and

living with Chrift rifcn, in new-

neffe of life. I know^good friend,

though you will not bolfler your

felfaltogether,yet you will hardly

beperfwaded, that your life hath

beene no better than a /pirituali

Fornication from the Lord : for

comparing your felfe with men^

you may fay, that you are not the

worft •, that howfoever you have

failed, yet you have had fomc care

ofgood duties, asdfbmel6veand

acknowledgement of Gods chil-

dren ,. before others. Gonfider

then, tbat God may have glory

in our abaftmont , what were the

dayes of your prime, and man*
hoed, but fpiritu^ll Fornication

from the lord > Doubtleflc, I

would not revive my old ffcamc,

hue
ms* m pi

n i p

1



godtvbippeth the abufe ofour Peace. I 5 3

bncco hclpc you in the pra&iceof

repentance, which without thcie

particular considerations , is not

eafiiy taken up. And fihcc that

nature it felfe hath declined fbme-

what from this courle ; alas, have

you not fet your hart on the things

of the world? hath not your love

beenc toward them, and your de-

light in them, and heavenly matter

which fliould bee (oughtwith all

diligence,yeain the firltp!ace,have

wee not looked on thefe as rdufe-

wares, out of r*qucft ? Thisabufe

o^ourpe3ce,Godwhippeth. For
whereas our peace fhjuld have

turned hither, to have been an oc-

cafion to edifie us more freely in

faith, love, patience, and ro have

walked onward in the feareof the

Lord, declining tvill , and doing

good (hould have been a meanes

of (filling us wuh the comfort of

the Spirit, wee have neglected to

build up our (elves ia thofe graces,

28 if there never faould have come

a time to ufe them : wee have

had
j-^,

1

/,



I « Wegrow carn*Uin ProfptritU.

had no feare in our hearts ofwic-

ked companions, yea, ofcommit-

ting withthem many wicked aftK

ons,we gave our (elves to caftc no

joy, but carnall : for this,God ma-

kech us eate our bread with our

lives in our hand , that feeing wee
would not in the fruicion of thefe

liberties, yet weroight3with Jeru-

Jalem in the daies of our affliftion ,

Remember the pleaftnt things

which we formerly poflefled (£.*-

mcHtations the 17.) And what is

kin a word, that bringeth forth

all thecurfes ofthe Law? It is this^

becaufethat in our abundance and

plenty, wee ferve notGod with

goodand withcarefallhearts
5
Z>e#.

28,47, I doe not remember thefe

thiugs to grieve you, for I have

done no otherwife with my felfej

before thefe occasions came on me.
What then if one have ftrayed

thu$
3
is there no mercy? yea truly,

there is me*"cy with the Lord in Is-

rael (in his Church) even for

theie sourfes 1 though wee have

taken

i



-~ - it

tJMtrcjfortbt greatejlfinners.

taken ftrange wives, let us renew
our covenant of turning from all

cvilljand following righreoufnefle

and bolinefle, and the Lord will

be gracious. Read Ezra 10. and

the 55. of E/iy, the 6*7. and 8.

though our finnesfh^uld appeare

fo great that wee didthinke them
unpardonable, yet when wee re-

tur^Gods thoughts are notour

thoughts. If a mans wife (hould

goe a whoring with another,

thorgh (hee (hould come backe

,

he would not receive her 5 but

chough wee have ftrayed, yet the

LORD biddcth us to returne
P

as ready to accept w, Je emie 3. 1.

How fweet a balme is this, ifour

/pirit bee broken ? now to draw
toacordufioo, the foule is ofc

ten in fuch plight, that it would

turn", but knoweth not where to

finde ability thereunto: ifthisbe

your condition, thai you comt to

groane under the hardi:e(Ic ofyour

hearr, which willnotlet you bee

forrowfull as you dtfire^ remem-

ber

—



wu we j-m*fj9f yj *^cv¥wc*ni,f9

*.—

bcr to your comfort, that this is

the voycc ofGod s children^ yea,

his children repenting; Turnc us

O Lord, and wee (hall bee turned.

Jerern* 31.18. Remember further,

that CHRIST JESUS your

Saviour is raifed up of God, to

bee our Prince, to give to us re-

miffion of fames and unfained

repentance : hefitteth at the right

hand of God , by his Ipirit to

touch your fpirit with unfained

repentance. Now,ifthat the Lord
doe gather you notwithftanding,

forget not the confolation which
fahh, that fbrthe abufe of the Sa-

crament many did flcepe, that is,

they were fmittcn with tempera-

ry death, yet in all this they were

but chafiened of God
3
that they

might not be condemned wlih the

World. Yet I hope other thing?,

becaule fmall is the number that

fearedim, Thus having fignified

my mird at IargeJ defire 1he Lords

bkfling,and ycut diligent ponde-

ring of ihefcthk3gs,ior in them

flan-



InJbxQiop in Affittton.

I

ftaodeth your everlafting peace,

A#*d thus commending me in true

lovetoyou and your wife 3 I doe

betake you to the fatherly prote-

Aion of my God. Farewell, this

u.ofStfumher.

Your loving friend,

Taitl %ayrte.

GOOD Miftrejfc P. when I

thinke how I might (Lew

yoa fomc dutit ofloye^ I find no
fitter way than by writing unto

you and inftru&ing you concer-

ning your duty to God under

this his holy hand, and hft graci-

ous purpoft to you-ward in this

hisvifitation* A letter will dwell

by you and talkc with you^ (b of-

ten as you reade it attentively, yea

it will be ready vvhenfoevcr you

arc the fittcft for fiich bufinefle^

which conveniency my comming
to rifit you , cannot alwayes at*

taine. To fpeake to the firft point-

When



58 , Humilitie under Gods Viftmion.

When Gods hand is upon us, wee

are fcbjeft to two extremes . the

one is,not truly to lay to heart the

band upon us : the other is , to

droope and be too much ditaaied

under if.

Now wemuft walke betwecne

thefc, tmly humbling our felves

under it; yet as who have hope in

ihefaichfull mercies ofour God,
and therefore faint not* Now the

divelljwholaboureth ftill totun*

us out of the way, will tecretly

worke with your heart, to ward

offthe (mart of this blow by im-

pertinent meanest fb that it (ball

not come kindly to prrcke you
unto repentance. To this end he

willfogge&, that you (hallweare

this matter off well enough, hold

youtofuchand fuch things, that

one is provided for>your care is fo

much leffenedjthat you have many
behindeyer. Sometime you fhall

findeyourfelfc inclinedto nap, as

it werej in fuch a courfe as may
make you forget forrow for the

pre-



Hnmilixit under Qods Vifitatio*. 1 5p
- w-»-

prefenc.Ifyou fiadc not your heart

dtjzfad and turned out ofit felfe,

as it were, that it may meet God
inthishischaftifemenr, then you

muftthinke,OLord, not to have

a heart, thorcwly caftdowneby
(b ftrong a vifitation>, this is a

greater plague than the plagae it

fclfe. If ftrong phyfickebe given

us, and it tvorke not with us, it

doth poifon us : O what (hall I

thinke if my heart bee not taken

downe, and throughly emptied 3

with this (o ftroog a potion, which

thou in thyWifedome doeftprc-

fcribe unto mc ! Againe , fay to

your felfe, What doth mychilde

get by playing hide^barc^orcaftiog

up the hand, when I correft it?

Often, as much more as it might

have fcaped with : (b Lord,if I doe

beare offthy blow in this manner,

I fhall but force thec to double my
Corrc&ion.lfa Parent fee his fickc

childe, not the better for one me-

dicine, he will feeke forth an d get

him another: fo if I take not thy

worke



6o The divill labours to mal^ Gods

worke fo to heart as is meet,I (hall

enforce thee to fend me morfcand

more grievous things £l£ it may
he) of this nature. Looking up to

the Lord Jefus , in fuch like

thoughts,will be a good preferva-

tion againtl this fecret Folly and

Hardneflc of Heart, which di£

inableth us duely to waigh the

Lords rebuke aod bee caft downe
under it* Now if the Divell fe#

that you are inclineable togriefe,

then he will turne his courfe to the

other band,and will labour even to

drench you infbrrow and make
you walke hopelefle, and to faint

under it. To this end he will hide

from your eyes the remembrance

offuch things heretofore in which

youmight take comforrD
yea keepe

you frem tafting the mercy ofGod,

with which his afftiQing hand is

intermeddled. Secondly, hce will

amplifie before you the prefent

band ofGod, and all old matters

which may ferve for circumftances

that make it more grievous* For
example.



Children faint under Affliftion.

example, hec will whifper whofe
ftace is like thine, the pooreft,now

you muft pray and pay them, aad

they wil not be gotten:the boothc

in the garden that was wor.c to be

the place ofyoar folace, how is it

become a place of feparatioa for

the infe&ed, it may bee ? every

mouth filled with th\s,Tbe PUgm
U at Adifirefe P. the fervant that

(hould eafc you, being a grievous

burden. A&d here bee will prefle

fore all yoar weafcnefle in your

govetnement over yoar children,

which may make this ftroke of

God (among them)more deepely

afteft you.Fmally will he (ay,Doe

not you fee what comfort com*

metntoyou? Thirdly, hec will

hide from your eics all the hope of

iflbe^ which God is raoftfaithfull

to give in due feafdn.

Now if you difcerne that the

matter hangeth on this fide, then

you muft thus prevent your firin-

ting,(ay with vour feIfe^Lord
3
why

fhould it be tnus witfe raee ? doth

not

61



6 1 |
Wt tnnft notfdtnt under aflliRion,

«*
doc my child cake bitter orfweec

which I give ic , and (hall not I

take this cuppc from thy hand ?

Shall I take good^ in good worth

from thee, and not evill? Art thou

not as mercifull in providing us

Phyficke forourfbules health, as

in all thy other daily benefits?

Meat is more neceflary than me-
dicine,in the fcafonof it: and what
are tbeie evils thou fendeft, but

phyficke ofour foules health? For

the good of our bodies wee take

things agiinft which our ftomack

rifeth, ourflefh (hunketh as wee
take them, and we labour to keepe

them their time. O Lord, when
thou niiniftreft for our foules

N good, yea, our bodies, eftaces,and

pofterities after us, (hall we not be

as willing both to receive and

rctaine in thought, thy courfes to

this purpofe, I meane which tend

to our (pirituall good t Secondly,

youmuftnoc dwell in, butturne

your thought from fuch particular

circumftanccs as doe but weaken



AffliElion bitter but mdicinabk.

you, looking both ac rhinggpaft,

prefcat, and to come, which may
minifter comfort unco you.VVhen
wc have a bitter potion todrinke.,

we doe not (ifwebremoreaveile

from medicine) tafte every drop

at the tongues end 3 but turne it

in by great, and we thruftinfbme

T^cfate^ov Mantu Cbrifli after it

:

and we chink uponthe afcer-healch

ofour body, to which it worketb,

and thus we get it downe, though

otherwifcwee have no mind to it.

The Lord give as this wifedome,

forourfoulef, that wee may not

dwell too much in exaft (canning

fuch particulars, by which the de -

vill fceketh to winnow our belief,

that we may remember his fweet

mercies , and thioke of our foulcs I

health, which God worketh by

them. Now whacfoever things ape

objefted,fuch as are true muft bee

granted, but fo,that hope bee not

therefore weakned, in this wife

;

Lord, it is true, that I have many

wayes provoked thine anger, but

thou

6 3



thou arc a God that wile not kcepe

anger for ever3 thou wilt not have

man lb nourifli difpieaiure in

himfelfe , that^tbe Suwic (honld

go downe in his wrath,how much
kfie wilt thou fce iweconcileablc?

O no,thou art as quicke in forgivc-

neffe to a contrite heart, as (low to.

conceive a wra tfi againft us , of

which we have good experience

daily. And Lord^ it is true, thy

hand is extraordinary and many
wayes heavy upon me, but I have

learned that I muft nocchufe my
owoerod, with which I will bee

beaten 3 but leave that to my Fa-

thers wifdorae.Again,l know that

my need doth require it all,we are

made heavy, when need is, with

fiindry tentacions , faith Ttter. A
wiftPhyficianwilnotgivea rtroog

thing, where a leoitive and gentle

matter is enough,wich lede woul-

cfeft thou. And I further confefle,

that I may bee juftly upbraided,!

with my former wants, but Lord,l

beleeve there is mercy with thee,

rea^



m a fflrtlio»•

reaching to forgivsneflV/h-cchoo

maieft be feared, and that this is

j cbiefe glory , there is none like

to thee in forc i veoefle,fei pafling by
the fi-ines of thy people, O Lord,

v*hat neede I thy grace and mercy,

if I were not in my felf^ ill defer-

vi gaudmiferable? and though I

fedenoc the comfort I defire, yet

I doe bt leeve thy nurcy no Icfle in

Chnft r a Fattier doth not greatly

pifty hisc-iilde,wfcen hefeeth him

fickc ofPhyficke ^ewly taken; for

hee knoweth that if it fhould not

worke with him,ic would doe hi n
no good, and bee kuoweth tha? his

childe (hall be welhenough, tohen

the working isover. So dolt tboa.

Lord; Vvhich maketh thee hide

wh^n Wee arc troubled, and not

on'ch oaonc, became thou feeft

there is no hurt toward us,thotigh

wee feeme to feck the contrary,

chough ic might fccm we fh*U ne-

ver have day again.Now then both

the by-waits bring difcovercd, ic

will be more caSctoinformc y- d,

D c< n _i



66 Hew to walk* tbtt we may have

concerning the righcway in which

ycu nmft walke that yon may
come fafe forth ofthefe troubles.If

you ask bow you are to walk* thac

you may have happy iflue ? I an-

swer in few words,(b thatyou joyn
with repentance hope cowards

God,that he will beale thefe things

and love you freely. Firft,bcnot

affraideto remember finnes pad,

God will make triacles oftheft vi-

pers. Here if you have becne fub-

jeft to great unfruitfulneffejament

it; for we, the more we beftow on

our gronnds, looke to reape the

more from them •, If to diftruft in

your heavenly Fathers care over

you, if unto too much neerntfle,

which is often a daughter of di-

ftruft, ifto quicknesjfto any infir-

mity (for the fpiric ofman know-
eth what is in man) recount it with

your heart, judge your felfe wor-
thy to be cut off for fuch waies

wherein you have fwerved, if,

God fhould deale in jufticr, and '

not in mercy. Secondly, ftrike a

new}




