
THE

THE SPIRIT'S WITNESS TO THE TRUTH
OF

CHRISTIANITY.

Gal. iii. 1, 2.

"
Oh, foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye

should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath

been evidently set forth, crucified among you .?"

" This only would I learn of you. Received ye the Spirit by

the worhs of the law, or by the hearing offaith ?"

Nothing is more necessary to the understanding of the

apostle's meaning, than first to know the question that he

disputes of; and to that end we must know whom he disputes

against, which was those or such hke false teachers which are

spoken of in the fifteenth of the Acts, as many passages in

this epistle would easily manifest, if we thought it needed proof.

The doctrine which they taught, was, that it was needful to be

circumcised, and to keep the law of Moses, and that to salva-

tion. That they taught not only circumcision, but the whole

law, is evident, verse 5. That they made it necessary to salva-

tion, is plain, verse 1 ; yet these men did not deny Christ, nor

teach men to do so directly. The converted Jews were so great

honourers of their law, as knowing it was of divine ordination,

and their fathers had been so severely chastised for the breach

of it, and so many prophets had been sent to confirm it, that

thev thought that doctrine could not be true which taught them

to reject tiie law, or maintained the abrogation of it : on the

other side, they were so convinced by the miracles of Chrir,t and

his apostles, that tlie testimony of Christ was true, and that he

came from God, that they could not disbelieve him, nor reject

his doctrine. It must be confessed that their trial was great

in this strait, seeing all loyal subjects of God should not rashlv

believe an abrogatioii of his law. In this great )ierplexity, not

finding cut the right way, they resolve to join both together j
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the law they thought they must keep, for they were sure God
had ordained and commanded it : Christians they must needs

be, for they could not resist the light of the doctrine and glo-

rious miracles that were wrought ; therefore, they would keep
the law, and yet continue Christians. Their great mistake was

in not understanding the nature, and meaning, and use of the

law. They thought, that as it commanded them such a task

of duty, so the doing of that duty must needs be pleasing to

God
;

and consequently that man must needs be held most

righteous that most exactly kept that law
;

for God could not

choose but love and justify them that kept his own law. Where,

note, that it was not, 1 . Out of self admiration principally, or

a conceit of any excellency of works as works, that was the

root of their error, but it was an admiration and b.onouring of

the law of God, thinking that it were a derogation from its

perfection, to say either that it was useless as to justify men,
or that it was not a way, yea, a perfect way to life and happi-

ness : 2. You must note carefully, that it is not the law as

delivered to Adam, which the apostle or these Galatians here

spake of, which supposed the subject to be perfectly innocent,

and, therefore, that it was not perfect obedience without any
sin that these Jews did look to be justified by, for they could not

be so blind as to think they had no sin, for then they would

never have offered sacrifice for expiation of it, nor have confessed

sin, nor prayed for pardon, which it is certain the Jews did use

to do, but they thought, that though they were sinners, yet by
the obeying this law of Moses God's wrath would be appeased :

that is, partly by their sacrifices, which they thought did ex-

piate sin of themselves, as being a sufficient means, through the

virtue of God's ordination and mercy for that end, and partly

by returning to obedience again : so that they took not this to

be a law of perfect works made to perfect man, as the only con-

dition of his salvation, as Adam's law v.as, l)ut a law of perfect

obedience for the future, vet not as the only condition of life,

but prescribing a course, in the use whereof God would paidou
their sins, if they obeyed sincerely ; or, as Paul Burgens. on

Jam. saith of his countrvmen. the Piiarisees, that their opinion

was, that he was righteous, whose obedience wiis more than his

disobedience, and the contrarv unrighteous. The root of their

error, therefore, was, that they looked only at the task of duty

prescribed by the law, as if it meant that the bare doing of it

should justify them, and procure pardon, especially their sacri-
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fices and other ceremonies ;
and did not look at the promise,

which was a thing distinct from the law
;
nor yet at the meaning

of these sacrifices and ceremonies, which secretly directed them

to look for pardon and justification by Christ : they took up
with the letter and immediate sense of the law, and did not

understand the end of it : they knew not that Christ was the

end of the law to every one that believed. The justification

that they looked for, did not consist in perfect obedience, as

Adam's did, and should have done, (those mistake that think

so,) but partly in their obedience to Moses's law, and partly in

God's merciful pardoning them for and upon the mere use of

sacrifices, and the like ceremonies. They did not look to be

justified or saved without mercy and pardon, but to have mercy
and pardon by their task of legal duties, as such, and as the only
and sufficient means : so that their error lay in the excluding
the use of Christ and faith. They saw not that these sacrifices

were but types of Christ, and had all their virtue from the sa-

crifice of Christ, which was then undertaken, and in moral being,

though not in natural being, or performed : not that these

Jews that were before Christ should not use sacrifices and cere-

monies
;
nor yet that they should not expect ever the more

acceptance from God upon the use of them, for certainly God

appointeth no duty or means in vain. But, 1. They should

have understood, that Christ's sacrifice was the thing typified ;

2. And that from hence they were to expect the pardon of all

their sins, as the meritorious cause
;
and from these sacrifices

and ceremonies, but only as the most inferior, remote conditions

on their part, i. e. as the matter of the law, wherein they were

required to be sincerely obedient
;

3. And that faith in Christ,

1. As promised; 2. As typified in these ceremonies, was the

principal condition on their part required for obtaining pardon
and justification by Christ to come

;
and therefore they should

have believed the more easily in Christ when he was come, in

that they might see their law in him fulfilled
;
and they should

have understood that it was but a temporary law, and was to

cease when the Messiah was come. It scarce needed any abro-

gation, because there was a clear cessation when the end was

accomplished, and the term expired, of which tlie Messiah did

give them full assurance. Much less should thev have been so

tenacious of it, when the apostles had so fully cleared to them
the cessation.

1 have thought it necessary to open this the more carefully to

you, because it is most necessary to the understanding of Paul's
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epistles, and especially about the doctrine of justification, to know
well what he means by the law, for else yo\i cannot know what

he means by works
;
and certainly you will find that he means

most commonly the law of Moses, and not the law as given to

Adam, prescribing perfect obedience to a perfect creature, as the

only condition of life, and knowing no pardon ;
and that he speaks

not of any such justification as excludeth pardon, but contrary.
It is a wonderful hard, yet very necessary question, what form

this law of Moses had, and to what use it was, and how different

from that of nature, and that of Christ and pure grace. Camero

hath taken most pains in it
; but I will not now say any more

of that than I have done.

So then the question here debated was : Whether the keeping
of Moses's law were necessary to justification and salvation, and

therefore to be joined with Christianity.

Against this, Paul had before disputed by several arguments ;

and here, in the beginning of this chapter, having a sensible

argument to urge upon them, which none that had the free use

of reason could resist, he ushers it in with a sharp and confident

exprobration, calling them foolish or mad
; and asking them,

who had bewitched them. Sec. As if he had said, 'When men are

blind and err against their own sense and experience, it is a

mark they are mad and bewitched by some power of an evil

spirit : but so it is with you,' &c.

Thereupon, in the words of my text he challengeth them to

answer but this one argument: That doctrine and way is the

right doctrine and way of salvation, by which ye received the

Spirit ;
for the Spirit is an unquestionable seal of the doctrine.

But it was not by the works of the law that ye received the

Spirit, but by the hearing of faith. Therefore, &c.
The words contain, 1. Paul's confidence in this particular

argument, having the nature of a challenge to them, to answer

it if they can : this one thing would I learn of you, &c.

2. The argument itself propouiided interrogatively and dilem-

matically, as Christ did by the Jews about John the Baptist, that

so while they were studying an answer they miglit perceive their

error; as if he .'hould have said, either you received the Spirit

])y the works of the law, or by f;iith
;
not by the law, therefore

by faith.

Here are several terms to 1)e o])ene(i : 1. \\'hat is meant by
the works of the law? 2. What by the hearing of faith ? 3. By
the Spirit ? Of which

briefly in oidcr.

1. I have said as mucli alreadv to the former as I shall now
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say 5
that is to say, that it is the works of Moses's law. But if

any shall ask, 1. Was it the ceremonial, or the moral ? I an-

swer, both. All the law of Moses, but more principally the

ceremonial.

Q. But faith of Christ is part of the moral law, therefore it

cannot be of that.

A. The moral law, commanding the duty of the law of

nature, is but part of a law, commonly called the matter, by

divines, and not the whole law
;
and it is, 1 . Part of the matter

of the law given to Adam
;

2. Part of the matter of the law of

Moses
',

3. Part of the matter of Christ's new law. Now Paul

speaks of it here not as the law of Christ, nor directly as the law

made to Adam, but as the law given by Moses ;
and so even

the moral law perhaps may fitly enough be said to be abrogated

or ceased, though the same moral law, as part of Christ's law,

still be in force, and I think as part of the first law of nature.

Quest. Doth not Paul argue against justification by the works

of the law of nature, as well as of Moses ? Answ. Not directly,

but by consequence he concludeth against it : I mean, his argu-

ment will hold « fortiori against justification by the law to

Adam
;

for if that law cannot justify, which was given to sin-

ners, as sinners, and hath in it a way prescribed for pardon,

much less will that now justify, which was given to man as in-

nocent and perfect, and knows no pardon of sin.

2. By the hearing of faith is meant the hearing and so re-

ceiving of the doctrine of faith, or doctrine of Christ; not that

hearing is here put for preaching, as Erasmus thought, which

Beza well confuteth; but hearing implieth believing or obeying
the doctrine heard

;
for all that hear, or to whom the word is

preached, believe not, and so have not the Holy CJhost, but those

that so hear as to believe and obey ;
and therefore Grotius

gathers hence, tliat the Holy Ghost is not given but to minds

vet purified, which is his frequent observation, which yet needs

much explication and caution, and might more clearly in the

right sense be gathered from other texts.

3. But the great question here is, what is meant by
'

Holy
Ghost ?' Calvin modestly leaves it undetermined : Paraeus thinks

it is rather meant of the Spirit of sanctification than the gifts of

miracles : Deodate and many others, conclude truly, it is not to

be wholly restrained to eitlicr
;
nor either wholly excluded. I

think it is meant of that eminent measure of the Spirit, proper

to Gospel times which Christ gave his disciples j
but especially
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for working of miracles, and speaking with tongues, which was

proper to that age for the confirmation of his doctrine.

It is a great difficulty, 1 confess, to understand wliat is meant

by the Holy Ghost in many texts of Scripture, which promise it

to believers, or which mention the giving it after believing ;

because faith itself is certainly a gift of the Holy Ghost. For

the resolving this briefly, understand, that operations on the

soul are ascribed sometimes to the Father, sometimes to the Son,

according to the several seasons of working and states of men

when it is given, and covenants under which it is given. It was

the Spirit of God as Creator, or of the Father according to

Scripture-speech, wliich Adam had in innocency : but it is not

called the Spirit of Christ the Redeemer. After the fall and

promise Christ was made Head of all, upon his undertaking, and

so did send forth his Spirit ;
but according to the infancy of the

Church, and the obscure way of then revealing the Gospel, it

was in so low a degree, that it is not so frequently nor plainly

called the Spirit of Christ. As the grace of Christ, and the

glory of heaven are revealed very darkly there
;
so is the Spirit's

working, which leads thereto. Yet was there then so much of

the Redeemer's Spirit, that is, of recovering grace given, as

might and did suffice to save men
;
but there was a greater

fulness of the Spirit promised in the time of the Gospel, and

given when Christ was ascended to glory. This is called the

Spirit sent by Christ from the Father
;
or by the Father at the

intercession of Christ, and the Spirit of the Son. So that as

now the Son doth more visibly receive his power, and more

clearly manifest his office and commission, and show men their

duty ;
so he now more openly owneth all the works of grace,

tending to the recovery of simiers. And so he giveth such a

further and a fuller measure of the Spirit, for sanctification and

for gifts, and for the service of the church, that is by an excel-

lency called the Spirit of Christ : so that though there were a

Spirit before, yet this fuller measure is properly called the Spirit

of Christ : because it is that measure which is given by Christ

come in the flesh, and was not given before under the law. So

that here is the first reason why it is called the Spirit of Christ,

as it is meant of the Spirit of sanctification. And it seemeth

that faith goes beTore this gift of the Spirit : that is, by the

help of the word preached, and God's ordinary means, men may
be brought to believe by that degree of the Spirit that before

was given to the church.
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And therefore it is called the drawing of the Father,
" No man

can come to me, except the Father draw him;" (John vi. 44 ;) but

when they do beheve, the fuller measure is given them. Or else,

as Mr. Hooker saith,
' We must distinguish between the Spirit's

entrance into the soul
;

and its stablishment or abode tliere.

The giving of faith,' saith he,
'
is but the Spirit's making its way

into the heart (as some birds make their way into a hard tree,

where they will make tiieir nest, and breed their young) ;
but

when faith is given or wrought there, then the Holy Ghost may
be said to be and dwell within us.' Or else, as Rivet against

Grotius saith, 'we must distinguish the habit and act'. The act

of faith, he thinketh, is the first thing that the Spirit worketh :

itself being instead of a habit, and when it hath brought the

soul to believe actually, afterwards come in these habits of

grace, which are called the Holy Ghost given ;
or as the sun at

its rising sending forth its beams before it. This is the ordinary

doctrine, which, I confess, I have been more against formerly

than now I am.

2. Besides this sanctifying Spirit of Christ, proper to Gospel

times, there is also a miraculous pouring out of the Spirit,

proper to the first age of the church, enabling men to work

miracles, and speak with tongues. This was given purposely to

confirm Christ's testimony to the world, and therefore was to

endure but till a sufficient seal were put to his testimony or

doctrine. The Holy Ghost usually, in the New Testament,

is meant of both these jointly, and so I understand it here.

And as it would be an unfit question to ask, wliether by the

Holy Ghost were meant the gifts of healing or tongues, or of

other miracles, as if it must needs be meant of only one : so it

is unfit to ask, whether it be meant of sanctification or miracles ?

Yet as the same Spirit which wrought in the several members,

wrought sanctification in none but the elect, who should be

saved, but wrought the gift of miracles in multitudes that had

no saving grace, and therefore this w^as the more connnon
;

so

therefore I doubt not but the gift of miracles is more principally

intended in these words, than that of sanctification.

My- reasons are, 1. He that will carefully observe the lan-

guage of the Holy Ghost, shall find, tliat this word,
'

Spirit,' or

'

Holy Ghost,' is most usually, in the New Testament, taken for

the extraordinary gifts of that age.

2. The apostle appeals to the witness of the Spirit here, as

that which most undeniably did prove the truth of Christ's
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doctrine : now, though sanctification may do much here, yet so

much might be said from heathens' virtues
;

and especially of

the sanctification of some before Christ, among the Jews, that

this was not so likely to have made that great conviction of the

world.

3. The apostle appeals to this, as an open known testimony

which might be seen of all. But the work of the Spirit of

sanctification alone is so secret in the heart, and wrought by
such degrees, that it is not so open a testimony.

4. The apostle appealeth to it as a public thing, which the

whole church might be convinced by : but so they could not so

easily be by sanctification, as by miracles, for every man had

not sanctification ;
and those that had it not, could not see it

as certain in others
5
nor see the glory of it. Biit for miracles,

as most had the gift, so those that had not, might see it openly
in those that had.

5. The text itself, in the 5th verse, expressly saith, it is the

gift of miracles :

" He therefore that ministereth to you the

Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doth he it by the works

of the law, or by the hearing of faith ?" Where Grotius noteth;

that the old manuscript which he had out of the King of

England's library, (being brought by Cyril of Constantinople
out of Egypt,) hath the same words as be in this second verse*
" Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law," &c. So that,

what can be more express.

6. But my greatest argument is from many other Scriptures,

that run all in the same sense, which I shall have more oppor-

tunity anon to mention.

Parseus's arguments for the contrary, are these
;

1. Miraculous

gifts were not given to all, but few. A. 1. To far more than

the gift of sanctification it is likely. 2. The rest might see

them, though they could not work them, and that was testimony
sufficient.

2. He saith they happened to some that followed not Christ,

"We saw one casting out devils, and we forbade him, be-

cause he followed not with us." (Mark ix. 39.) Therefore

those gifts must not be the proper effect of the Gospel. A. A
very bad argument. 1. The text saith, it was in the name of

Christ that they cast out devils, and therefore it was the effect

of Christ's name. 2. Multitudes believed in Christ that did

not follow him with the twelve apostle^. 3. It is evident that

none had that gift then but from Christy and he gave it none
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but for confirmation of the Gospel. 4. It would confirm his

testimony the more, if his name in the very mouth of an unbe-

liever would work such miracles.

Argument 3. He argueth, because elsewhere the apostle

draweth them to the spirit of promise, by which they are

sealed, asEph. i. 13, 2; Cor. i. 22. Ansvv. Neither do these

texts exclude, but principally include the gift of miracles. The

Spirit of promise was that promised Spirit, and not only that

Spirit which assureth men of their part in the promise, as many
do amiss expound it.

His fourth argument is, because in the fifth verse following he

mentioneth miracles, therefore not in this second. Answ. The

clean contrary seemeth to me hence to be proved ;
because the

apostle plainly speaks of the same thing in the fifth verse, and

second, and not of divers things.

Now to the point.

Doct. The Spirit of Christ, especially for working mira-

cles, was given in those times so commonly, evidently, and con-

vincingly to the churches of believers, that the apostle durst

appeal to that one testimony alone for the confirmation of the

christian doctrine
;
and that with such confidence, as concluding

them bewitched into madness, that would not be convinced by it.

For explication, we must do these things in their order.

1. I shall prove to you that this Spirit was given commonly;
2. Convincingly, or miraculously ; 3. Evidently, or undeniably ;

4. That the apostle appealeth to it, as is said. 2. The reason

why Christ would thus send the Spirit. 3. The use of all.

1. The commonness of this gift is proved both by the promise
and the history of the performance. (Mark xvi. 17.) "These

signs shall follow them that believe ; in my name shall they cast

out devils, they shall speak with new tongues, they shall take up

serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing it shall not liurt

them ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover."

(Matt. X. I.) He gave this power first to his disciples, and

(Luke X. 1, 17, 19,) he gave the same power to the seventy

disciples 3
and in Acts ii. 1, 2, &c., you may see the promise

fulfilled, not in some, but all that were present, one hundred

and twenty, at least.

John the Baptist could prophesy of this as the great mark of

Christ's baptism.
" He shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost

and fire." (Matt. iii. 11.) And (Acts iv. 31, 33)
" When they

had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled

VOJ.. XX. E
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together, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, aud with

great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all."

The generality of Samaria, who are said all to believe, re-

ceived the Holy Ghost by the apostles' praying, and laying on

of hands
; (Acts viii. 17;) insomuch that Simon would have

bought that gift of them with money, to be able to give the

Holy Ghost. (Acts x. 44.) When Peter preached to the con-

gregation which Cornelius had gathered together, the Holy
Ghost fell on all them that heard him; so that the believing Jews

were astonished when they heard the gentiles speak with tongues,
and magnify God. (Verse 46.) So the disciples were filled

with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. (Acts xi. 15
;
Actsxiii. 52.)

Paul laid his hands on the twelve men there, and they all re-

ceived the Holy Ghost, and all spake with tongues, and

prophesied. (Acts xix. G.) Paul, writing to the Corinthians,

saith,
" That by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body,

whether Jews or gentiles, bond or free, and have been all made
to drink into one Spirit;" and what Spirit that was, the following

verses show, where he saith,
" The manifestation of the Spirit

is given to every man to profit withal
;

to one is given, by the

Spirit, the word of wisdom; to another, the word of knowledge

by the same Spirit ;
to another, the working of miracles

;
to

another, prophesy ;
to another, discerning of spirits ;

to another,
divers tongues ;

to another, tlie interpretation of tongues ;
but

all these worketh that one and same Spirit, dividing to each man

severally as he will." (Cor. xii. 12, 13.) So that in one kind or

other, and most extraordinarily, all Christians then had the

Spirit. (1 Cor. xiv.) The gift of tongues was so common in

that church, and consequentlv likely in all, for that was none of

the best, that Paul is fain to restrain their too much exercise of

tl.em, and to desire them to study, and be zealous rather for the

gift of prophesying, and, if they did speak with tongues, pray that

they might interpret, and show the end of tongues. (Verse 22.)

They are for a sign to unbelievers, and not for believers. And

(verse 2G) he chideth them thus,
" How is it then, brethren, that

when you come together every one of you hath a psalm, hath a

doctrine, hatli a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation ?

Let all things be done to edification. If any man speak in an

unknown tongue, let it be bv two or three at the most, and that

by course, and let one interpret ;
but if there be no interpreter,

let him keep silence in the church, and let him speak to himself,
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and to God. Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the

other judge; for you may ail prophesy one by one, that all may
learn." (Jam. v. 14, 15.) He directeth them that are in sick-

ness to seek to the elders, to heal them by prayer and anointing
in the name of the Lord. And Christ saith, "That many shall

say to him in that day, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy

name, and in thy name cast out devils, and done manv wonder-

ful works ?" (Matt. vii. 22 ;) who yet were workers of iniquity,

and shall be rejected for ever. I will add no more proof of the

commonness.

2. That those gifts of the Spirit were so miraculous as to be

sufficient for convincing those that were not bewitched into mad-

ness by the devil, may appear, both from the commonness al-

ready mentioned, and the greatness of them being so far above

nature. 1 . For not one, nor two, but so many thousands of

people, in so many several churches, to speak tongues that they
never heard, to prophesy, to heal the sick

;
some of them to give

men up to Satan, to be destroyed by him by a word, and some

of them to make the lame to go with a word speaking, and

some of them to raise the dead
;

so that even the clothes that

went from Paul's body, healed the sick. When they were in

prison an earthquake comes and causes the doors to fly open for

Paul and Silas, and the tremljling jailor comes in, and lets them

out
;
and the angel takes off Peter's bolts, and opens the doors,

and frustrates the meeting of the rulers that would have judged
him. Beside all those wrought by Christ himself, in raising the

dead, giving sight to them born blind, &c., the works are so

many and so great through the whole story of the Gospel, that

I think it vain to cite particular texts to men that read the Scrip-
ture. Now if any man shall question whether this might not

be done without divine testimony to the doctrine which it ac-

companieth ;
that is, in plain English, if any man be tempted

to the incurable sin against the Holy Ghost, to think that all

this is done by the devil, and not by God, I would have him

consider these things :

1. There is a God.

2. This God is the Ruler of the world.

3. He is good, merciful, and just.

4. His will revealed is a law to the creature.

As man is not made to be lawless or ungoverned, so God is

his chief Governor, and without that knowledge of his will, we
cannot obey him, nor can we know his will without revelation.

K 2
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5. No man that is well in his wits can expect that God
should speak to us immediately, and that no other Revelation

is to be trusted. Alas ! man cannot endure his voice, nor see

him and live.

G. If, therefore, any shall prove to us that they come from

God, and are his messengers to reveal his M'ill, we must believe

them according to the proof that they bring.

7. If any shall seal the doctrine that he bringeth in the name of

God, with the testimony of such numerous, evident, undeniable

miracles, it is the highest proof of the truth of his doctrine

that flesh and blood can expect. And if God do not give us

sufficient help to discover a falsehood in this testimony,

we must take it for his voice and truth. For if God shall let

men or devils use the highest mark of a divine testmony to

confirm a lie, while they pretend it to be divine, and do not con-

trol this, he leaveth men utterly remediless. For we cannot go

up into heaven to see what hand these things are wrought by.

We are certain they cannot be done without divine permission

and commission. And we are sure that God is the true, just, mer-

ciful Governor of the world
',
and as sure that it belongeth to a

rector to promulgate, as well as enact his own laws : and that

they cannot oblige us till promulgated, i.e. sufficiently revealed.

And if he shall suffer any to say,
' God sent me to you on this

message,' and to back this affirmation with such a stream of

miracles, through a whole age, by many thousand hands, and

shall not any ways contradict them, nor give us any sufficient

help to discover the delusion, then it must needs be taken for

God's own act, seeing by office he is our Rector; or else, that

God hath given up the world to the disposal and government of

the devil. Now, let any man of right reason judge whether it

be possible that the just and merciful God, being naturally our

Governor, as we are his creatures, should give permission or

commission to the devil to deceive the world in his name, by

changing and working against the very course of nature, and

by means that no man can possibly try, and so leave his creature

remedilessly to be misled and perish. And whether this

be not plainly to say, God is not just, nor merciful, or

is not the Governor of the world
;
and whether that be not

to deny that there is a God; for if he be not just, and

good, and Governor, he is not God. So that he that denieth

Christianity, and Scripture verity, must deny the Godhead, if he

know the arguments for it.
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Now, for the discovery of a deceit in such a case as the tes-

timony of miracles, I know but two ways by which man can

discover the deceit, if there be any. 1. By some truth of God,
which is revealed to us by a more certain means than those

miracles are which this new revelation doth contradict
;

2. Or

by some greater works by which God shall presently contradict

the testimony of those wonders or miracles, as Moses did by the

Egyptians. Now, we have neither of these contradictions from

God, against the doctrine of Christ or his apostles. So far are

they from contradicting former, or certainly revealed truths,

that they consent with truth before revealed
;
and Christ, as the

Light of the world, hath given us the kernel and clear explica-
tion of all. And so far was God from sending any to work

greater miracles for the contradicting of Christ, that the poorest
of his followers, for many a year after, did do wonders without

any such contradiction. No enemy of the church did ever

pretend to any such testimony against him. I would fain know,
in one word, whether God can reveal his -will to us or not ? If

not, then he cannot be our Rector. If he can, then by what more
evident and convincing way, supposing we cannot see himself?

3. The nexc thing we are to prove, is, that those gifts and
works of the Holy Ghost were evident and undeniable. And
here are two questions in this one; 1. Whether they were

evident and undeniable to the first witnesses
;

2. Whether they
are so to us. That is, whether the history of them be certain :

and for the first, it is left beyond all doubt. For, 1. The works
were numerous, done both by Christ himself and his apostles :

and the wonderful gifts of the Spirit were common in every

church, and in one kind or other on the generality of Christians,

as I have before proved ;
2. They were continued for many

years together, even from Christ till the end of the apostles'

time, and not all ended of long time after. For Irenaeus saith

the dead were raised, and lived again among them, in his days.
And Tertullian (and after him Cyprian) made pul^lic challenges
to the pagans and persecuting rulers, to bring their possessed
with devils into the christian assemblies, and if they did not

cast them out, and make them confess themselves to be devils,

and Christ to be the Son of God, then they were content to

suffer. 3. They were done in various places at great distance
;

at Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth, Rome, Galatia, and

through a great part of the world. 4. They were done before

multitudes of people, and that ordinarily ; not in a corner, but
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in the face of the whole world. 5. And that in the presence
if not upon the persons, of the enemies themselves. All this

appeareth in the whole story of the Gospel.

More than once did Christ feed many thousands with a few

loaves, hv miracles : oft did he heal and cast out devils in the

presence of the multitude; so that the Pharisees took their

advantage by it, because he would heal on the Sabbath day.

They examined the blind, the lame, and others, whom he healed,

and had their own confession of the cure. He turned water into

wine, publicly at a marriage feast. He would not raise Lazarus

till he was ready to stink, that the glory of God might be ma-

nifest in his resurrection ;
his disciples were the constant

witnesses of other miracles, and might most easily discern

whether he were a deceiver or not
;
and would they follow one

through such difficulties and misery, and to death itself, in hope
of a resurrection to glory, by him whom thev knew to be a

deceiver ? At his death, the earth did quake, the temple rent,

the land was shut up in darkness for three hours together,

without any eclipse. Were there not witnesses enough, then, of

this ? His resurrection the soldiers could partly witness by the

terror, and the disciples by their frequent sight of him. And
Thomas must be convinced himself by putting his finger into

his side, till he was forced to cry out,
" My Lord and my God !"

who (but even now) said,
"
Except I see and feel, 1 will not

believe." Yea, above five Imndred brethren saw him at once. But

yet there is more than all this; the Holy Ghost fell sopubliclyon
the disciples, that the Jews and men of all countries that were

then in Jerusalem, came flocking together, to hear them speak

every one in his own tongue, which they had never learned, nor

understood before. Gifts of healing and castiisg out devils were

common among the disciples in all churches long after this.

Christ chose especially these two, both to signify his healing,

recovering work and office, and his love to man's welfare, and

his enmity to Satan, and that he came to destroy his work and

kingdom, and save men from him. It continued long after this

the ordinary practice of the disciples to speak in strange lan-

guages in the open assembly ;
so that unbelievers that came in

among them, were ordinary witnesses of it ; so that all the

world that lived near them might see the Spirit of Jesus in his

church, not to speak of all the other miracles which the apostles

did. This Spirit, residing in men's souls, appearing visible in

the actions, audible in the prophecies, languages, and other
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gifts of the disciples, prevailing against the devil, and healing

the diseased, and thus openly manifesting itself in all parts of

the world, and before all the people where Christianity was en-

tertained, is such a witness to Christ, and his testimony and

doctrine, and to those writings which the chief actors of those

miracles published, that he that denieth it, renounceth sense

and reason, and openly fighteth against the God of heaven. If

here were not witness enough, then we were incapable of a suf-

ficient testimony. And yet I shall say more to this anon, from

the sanctifying work of the same Spirit.

2. All that remains for the further clearing of this, is to

inquire whether there be also a certainty of the history which

delivereth the report of those things down to us. I have for-

merly proved to you herein, 1 . That the authors of those histo-

ries or reports deceived not the world, but published only

undoubted truths
;

2. And that we have most certainly received

their writings, or records, without any considerable corruption or

alteration. I will now suppose you remember what I have said

of both these already, and will only add these few words more.

1. 1 have told you already that the law of nature effectually

teacheth all men, 1. To love themselves, and their own lives and

liberty; 2. And to love truth, and hate known falsehood,

where they have not some carnal advantage to make it seem

lovely, that it is not possible that so many thousands of men

could be found that would, to their o\v\\ utter undoing in the

world, take on them to work so many miracles, and see them

wrought, and would follow a profession in mere delusion of

others, or as willingly deluded themselves. That which now I

will say, is only these two things :

1. The history of these things was not only delivered by these

writings, which we call the Scriptures, but so generally received

both before they were written and since, by the very evidence of

the actions themselves, that churches of Christ were gathered

and planted thereby, through a great part of the world
;

so that

the conversion of so many countries by the very present power
of the Holy Chost appearing in them, and among them, which,

undoubtedly, had an evidence and glory as great as the work

which was wrought thereby, were a living public history of the

glorious works of the Spirit which did convince them. The

world, which was brought to believe by these miracles of the

Holy Ghost, was the legible history of the truth of those mi-

racles.
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2. But the main thing that 1 would have you note, is that

which my text affordeth, that those things were generally pub-

lished, both byword and writing, through all countries, and espe-

cially in that same country where they were chiefly done
;
and

that in the very same age, and among the same people, that are

mentioned as witnesses of these things. This is a proof beyond
all exception : it was not like a story raised in the next age,

when all the witnesses were dead. Now, I desire every tempted
or doubting soul seriously to think of this one plain truth. When
all the writers, and many preachers of the gospel, shall publish

up and down Judea, that Christ at such a time and in such

a place fed so many thousand miraculously, turned water into

wine, healed such multitudes, raised the dead, could not any
man have discerned the falsehood of this, if it had been false ?

Nay, when they mention the pharisees' own examination and

conviction of the matter of fact, would not these enemies of the

Gospel have easily confuted them ? Nay, what need the phari-

sees, then, and the Jews, to this day, father all these works on the

devil, if they were not really done ? For men to wiite and tell

the world, that on such a day, at such an hour, there was an

earthquake, and a general darkness, and the temple rent, if this

were no such matter, would it not make them the shame and

scorn of the world for liars ?

Could not all the country tell whether it were true or not ?

Would not this have made those that followed them all forsake

them, and proclaim their shame ? If thousands of men should

seek credit to their testimony by telling us in England that there

were earthquakes and general darkness at such an hour, would

thev get any followers by this report, if it were false ? Paul saith,

that of the five hundred brethren that saw Christ at once after

his resurrection, the greater part were alive at the time when he

wrote it. If this were false, how easily were it disproved, when

it is written and published that men of all nations about did

hear the disciples speaking in their own tongues the wonderful

works of God at.Ierusaleni, when the Holy Ghost fell upon them:

if this had been false, would it not have made all men forsake

such notorious liars, and those that before did believe them to

turn off? or, at least, would not the enemy have refuted the

report ? But, to come nearer the scope of my text, when it

shall be written and published that the Holy Ghost was so com-

mon in every church, and on all Christians everywhere, that all

had either gifts of healing, or tongues, or miracles, or pro-
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phesying, or interpretation of tongues, or the like
;

if this were

false,

1. Every unbeliever that was near them could know it to be

false; and then, 1. Some would have confuted it. 2. None
would have believed it, and been converted by it.

2. Every Christian would have known this to be a false

report, for men to write and publish that they had those gifts,

which they knew they had not
;
and do those works which they

do not, it would certainly have made all Christians deride and
forsake them, and some of them publish the deceit. But yet
to come closer to my text : when the apostle shall reprove the

church, as Paul did the Corinthians, for too much using and

affecting the gift of tongues, and endeavour to restrain them in

it, and bid them use it but by two or three, and not so much
neither without an interpreter, if there had been no such gift as

this of tongues among them, (or the rest which he mentioneth
of healing and miracles,) would not these Corinthians have

derided Paul ? Would they not have been unchristianed and
unchurched by such reproofs as these ? But yet, to come nearest

of all, when false teachers come among them, and persuade
them of the necessity of obeying the law of Moses in conjunc-
tion with Christ ;

and some bring the person of the apostle
Paul into disgrace with them for opposing this : when the apostle
shall make this open challenge to them to answer this argument,
*Did you receive the spirit, and do you work miracles by the

works of the law, or by faith in Christ ?' When he shall appeal
to the miracles which he wrought among them, to prove the

truth of his apostleship,
"
Verily the marks of an apostle were

wrought among you in all patience, in signs and wonders, and

mighty deeds." (2 Cor. xii. 12.) When he shall threaten to

deliver offenders to Satan, and make them supplicants to be

spared. (1 Cor. v., and 2 Cor.
ii.) Nay, when he shall appeal to

the Spirit in themselves, received by his ministry, and tell them,
" He that hath not the spirit of Christ is none of his

;
and

Christ dwelleth in them, unless they are reprobates." And if

he do dwell in them, and they have the Holy Ghost, it was by
his ministry and the faith of Christ. (2 Cor. xiii. 5,) Is it

possible that any man of reason should be deceived by them
that spoke such things, if they were not true ?

When men's minds are exasperated against us, thevwill be glad
of any matter against us : so were many of the Corinthians and

Galatians against Paul
; they were become his enemies for telling



18 TMK SI'lim's WIINESS -lO

them the truth, in oj)positioii U) tlio Jewish (.'hristian;?. Now
was this a likely way for him to vindicate himself or the christian

doctrine, to make solemn appeals to themselves, even the whole

churches, whether the Holy Ghost which they generally had,

and the miracles which were commonly done among them, were

not hy the doctrine and faith of Christ ? ^'et so he doth in

my text
;

1. To call them angrily, hewitched fools and madmen,
for going against the same doctrine, hv which themselves had

received the Spirit, and hy which miracles were still done among
them : would they not all have hated the very name of Chris-

tianitv, if this had iseen false ? ! j)rav do hut put the like case

to ourselves, if we were in a case of douht hetween several

teachers, and one of them should write thus to puhlic churches,

even the churches of England, Scotland, Holland, Germany; 'I

appeal to yourselves, whether you did not hv that doctrine

which I delivered to you, receive the Holv Ghost, by which

vou all received either gifts of tongues, healing, prophesying, or

the like, bv which miracles are still wrought among you ? I

challenge you to answer this argument; if you were not be-

witched fools and madmen, you would never oftcr to turn from

that doctrine by which yourselves do these things, to that bv

which you never received the Spirit.' If all this were false,

would not all these churches forsake that teacher, and renoimce

the doctrine which depended upon so notorious an untruth ?

And could not every enemy, yea, every silly person, know
whether this were true or no ? \A'ould they not all say,

'

Why,
what doth the man mean to talk of common miracles, and that

done among us, and by ourselves, and of the Spirit in us, when
we know we have no such thing?' And yet Paul's epistles to

the Corinthians and Galatians run in this strain : I think God
suffered those false teachers to oppose the truth the rather that

we might see afterward how it was defended. I conclude,

therefore, that if ever any history in the world had certain

evidence of the truth of the fact in it, and that there was no

deceit, or overreaching of t!ie ignoiant by shows, then cer-

tainly this histor\' of the (tospcl hath much more; for greater

is scarce ))ossible.

2. And that we have the records or transcripts of those his-

tories or writings, without any considerable corruption, is a truth

that any learned man may be as easily satisfied in, without any

special illumination of the Spirit ;
a truth that hath fuller

evidence than for any otiiej- l)ook in the world can be pro-
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duced. For, I. The copies were numerous which were dis-

persed.
2. And that in many languages.
3. And that in places at tlie remotest distance.

4 And all Christians in all those places held their religion

npon this revelation.

5. And every heretic, and men of all opinions, alleged the

same Scriptures.

6. No one church could corrupt it in any material part, but

all the Christians in the world would have discovered it, and

cried him down.

7. It was the constant business of ministers, whereof then

every church had many, ordinarily to preach this same doctrine

and Scripture. They had no greater work to mind, nor any

other, but publicly and privately to acquaint people with this

doctrine, and keep them in obedience to it : and if no lawyer

or person can corrupt our Magna Charta but all the land

would know it, and be on the head of him
;
how much

less could any corrupt one charter by which all the men in

England should hold all their estates, and have every man a copy,
or most men, and have in every town an officer on purpose to

teach people tlie meaning of it. No one schoolmaster in Eng-
land can corrupt Lilly's Grammar, because it is in every

school, and is the work of every schoolmaster to teach it, and

they would all presently discern it.

S. We have yet copies of the Scripture extant of very great

antiquity. There is, or lately was, one in England, sent to the

king from Cyril, Patriarch of Constantinople ;
a very fair copy

brought out of Egypt, which was wrote about two hundred and

twenty years after the apostles' time.

9. All the writings of the fathers, in every age since, are full

of citations of Scripture passages, and all according to our present

Scripture in the substance. Clemens Romanus, that lived with

Paul, and Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus, and Tertullian, and

Origen, Cyprian, and all the rest downward, quote abundance of

sayings out of those same Scriptures : and all thecopies dispersed

abroad agree in all substantials.

10. And consider also that all the churches had the same

truths doctrinal and historical among them in those times, by
unwritten tradition also, as is said before ;

for they were preached
before they were written. So that it may far more reasonably
be questioned, whether those acts of parliament, or our present
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Magna Charta be not counterfeit, or Lilly's or Cambden's

Grammar, whicb yet no man of any brains can suspect, than

whether these Scriptures which we receive and use, were the

true writings of those holy apostles. The hand of universal

tradition hath delivered them to us with more certainty than if

we had received them from the hands of any apostle ourselves.

For our sense may sooner deceive us than the universal sense of

the first age, and the universal sense and credit of all succeeding

ages.

11. Lastly. None of the enemies of Christianity, that in all

ages have wrought against this, do deny these writings to be

those which the apostles wrote and delivered ;
as may be seen

in those of Celsus, Porphyry, Julian, yet extant in the fathers.

Else Julian need not rail against Paul and John as he doth, for

affirming Christ to be God, and other such things, if he durst

have denied those to be their writings, as in Cyril, Alexandria,

Nazianzen, and others that write in confutation of Julian, you

may see. Blessed be that holy providence of the Governor of

the world, that hath so spread, promulgated, and maintained

his law to this day, that no writings in the world of any

antiquity have near the like certainty.

Reasons.

1 . But why is it that Christ would thus convincingly send

abroad such abundance of the Spirit in those days ? Answer,
1 . He had the old law of Moses to repeal ',

and that was well

known to the Jews to be God's own law. And therefore if he

had not brought that seal of God to his commission, and such

as men might well know to be his seal, no wonder if every true

subject of God had disobeyed him. Men must not believe

God's law ceased or abrogated without good proof.

2. Christ had a new law to promulgate, even the law of

faith and Gospel ordinances, and he must both manifest his

authority before they could be received and submitted to, and

also give his Spirit to enable men to keep them : for as he

required new duties of fallen, disabled man, so he must give a

strength proportionable.
3. Yea, then himself was to be entertained as the Redeemer

of the world
; wliich was a new work and office, and man's

salvation was to lie \ipon the receiving of him : and this they
neither could do, nor ought, without sufficient evidence or proof,

that he was the Redeemer indeed. And therefore he saith,
'
If I

had not done the v.orks ^vhich no ni;ui else could do, you had
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not had sin'. If any prophet came as from God with any new

revelation, he was to prove himself to be a prophet ;
much more

when Christ shall affirm himself to be the Son of God, the

Redeemer of the world.

2. Quest. But why did not Christ continue this communication

of the Holy Ghost to his churches still, seeing our unbelief is

strong, and we have still need of such help as well as they ?

Answ. 1. We have the full use and benefit of the Holy Ghost

which was given then , that seal that was then set to the christian

doctrine and Scriptures stands there still. When Christ hath

fully proved to the world the truth of his mediatorship, office,

and doctrine, must he still continue the same actions ? Is it

not enough that he sealed it up once, but must he set a new
seal for every man that requireth it in every age ? Then mira-

cles would be no miracles. Must your landlord seal your lease

anew, every time you will causelessly question his former seal ?

Then, if Christ had done miracles among a thousand, every
man that was not present, should come and say,

' Do the like

before me also, or I will not believe.' Will you put God to this,

that either he must work constant miracles in every age, and

before every man, or else he must not be believed ? What, if

all Christ's works had been done at London, and we had not

seen them here in the country, or, what, if all this town had
seen them except one man

; should no man believe them but he

that did see them ? Should no man l)elieve that there hath

been any wars and fighting in England, but those that saw the

battles ? or, what, if these things had been done in our fore-

fathers' days, should not we have believed them except they had
been done in ours ? We have as full testimony of Christ's and

his apostles' true works, as we can have of any of these.

2. Also I answer, Christ doth still continue his Spirit to his

churches, and every true member thereof, but not to the same
use

;
and therefore not to enable them to the same work as then.

"
Tongues are not for them that believe, but for them that

believe not," saith Paul
; (1 Cor. xiv. 22 ;) that is to show them

the power of Christ, and so convince them. But now the Scrip-
ture is sealed by these, there is not the same use or need of

them. But because there is still need of the subduing of cor-

ruptions, and sanctifying our natures, and enabling us to keep
the law of Christ, and conformingus to his holy image; there-

fore, the Spirit of sonship or sanctification is still con-

tinued. And let me tell you, even this Spirit hath enough in it




