THE

EVERLASTING REST

OF THE

SAINTS IN HEAVEN.

et

HEes, 1v. 9.
¢ There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God,”

—*
THE INTRODUCTION.

The coberence of the words. The doctrine and method of bandling it pro-
pounded,”

THE words are an inference from the foregoing part of the
chapter, wherein the apostle doth by illustration and proof make
a discovery to us of the future state of rest for the people of God.
He makes use of a double illustration for this.

Ist. God’s sacred rest from the works of creation, from the
4th verse, “ And God did rest the seventh day from all his
works ;”” that is, after God had perfected the invisible and visible
world, on the review of all his works, finding them very good,
he took pleasure, he was satisfied in all those discoveries of his’
own perfections in the works of his hands ; and this is said to be
his rest.  God always enjoyed his own glory and blessedness
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2 THE BVERLASTING REST

even from eternity: but this rest here spoken of, hath respect
to the precedent work of creation, and that joyful reflection that
God made upon his own works ; because they were according to
the model of his infinite wisdom, he was infinitely pleased in
them. Now this divine rest is produced here as an illustration
of that rest that the saints shall enjoy in heaven, after all thelr
works done for the glory of God here on earth.
2nd. The second 1llustratlon is from the rest that was pro-
mised to the Israelites in the land of Canaan; and the apostle
speaks of this in the first verse, ““let us therefore fear, lest a
promise being made of entering into his rest, any of you should
seem to come short of it.” And in the foregoing chapter he had
been treating of this rest. They were at first harassed in Egypt
with cruel oppression, and they were to pass through a waste
and wild wildorness, wherein they were to have many hard and
difficult journeys. To those that did believe, and obey accord-
ing to that belief, Canaan was promised as a land of rest. Now
this temporal Canaan was but a type of the heavenly Canaan,
the land above, that flows indeed with milk and honey ; that is,
where holiness, and joy, and pleasure, are for ever in perfection.
Now, saith the apostle, the earthly Canaan was to be a repre-
sentative of that country above, which is prepared for the people
of God. And indeed this was the wisdom of the Holy Spirit of
God, to raise the thoughts and desires of men by temporal
things to those which are eternal. This is the double illustra-
tion. The proof which the apostle urgeth here, that there is
still a rest remaining for the people of God, is from hence, that
after the Israelites were possessed of Canaan, yet the royal pro-
" phet David speaks of another rest, that unbelievers should be
excluded from, and that believers should obtain. ¢ Again, he
limiteth a certain day, saying in David, to-day after so long a
time as it is said, to-day, if you will hear his voice, harden not
your hearts ; for if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not
after have spokeu of another day ; there remaineth a-rest there-
fore to the people of God.” If you will be obedient to his call,
do not_harden your hearts, through infidelity ; if you will believe
and be holy, you shall come to this rest, that indeed deserves
that name, not like the rest in the land of Canaan. If indeed
he had given them rest, David would not have spoken of ano-
ther rest. If we had been possessed of it in the land of Canaan,
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David would not have said, if you remain in disabedience and
infidelity you shall not enter into it, but if you be obedient you
shall possess it. But seeing David hath said so, I conclude,
saith the apostle, “ there remains therefore a rest to the people
of God.” The words that I have read to you do contain that
which is the most powerful and the most comfortable motive to
believe and obey the gospel, and to persevere in it, that can be
offered to you, especially considering the state we are in of stran-
gers, and of a continual warfare ; there is nothing can be more
desirable than to hear this, and that can give more vigour to our
souls in the ways of God. There is an expression of Solomon
applicable to this purpose, ¢ as cold waters to the thirsty soul,
8o is good news from a far country.” This is good news from
heaven, the country above, therefore infinitely refreshing to us
in all the heat, trouble and toil that we are engaged in, in this
suffering world ; ¢ there remaineth therefore a rest to the people
of God.”

The doctrine that I shall insist upon from the words, is this,
there is a divine and blessed rest that is reserved as a reward to
the people of God. I call it divine, because it is an imitation of
God’s rest, and it remains, for it is reserved as a reward. In
the opening of this, 1 will show you, '

I. Who are they that are characterized by this title, the peo-
ple of God, and who are qualified for this reward and rest, and
‘have a title to it, and an interest in it. "

I1. The place of this rest where it shall be.

II1. The excellencies of this rest. And then,

IV. Come to the application.

{12



it THE EVERLASTING REST CHAP. 1,

CHAP. 1.

Wio are the people of God, for whom heaven is reserved. They are such as
he bath a proptiety in: not upon common accounts only, but special and

 peculiar ones, viz. election, special redemption, ancd renovation. And
such as unfeignedly consent to take him for their King, and yield a volun-
tary, peroevering subjection to him,

L FIRST, Consider who they are that are characterized here
as heirs of this divine and blessed rest ; and they are called the
people of God. I shall not run forth into a long discourse of all
those things that the scripture speaks concerning the heirs of
heaven, and their qualifications : I shall restrain what I shall
say to this title, The people of God, and this title includes,

i. God’s propriety in them, they are his people.

ii. It concludes on their part, Ist. An unfeigned consent to
take him for their King. And, 2nd. A voluntary persevermg
subJectxon to him.

i. God’s people are those he hath a propriety in ; and this |
will open particularly to you.

1. God hath a general right to all the works of his hands,
especially in the reasonable world. You shall find the psalmist
saith, in Psalm 100, 3. « Know ye, that the Lord he is God ; it
is he that made us, and not we ourselves: we are his people,
the sheep of his pasture.” He hath an undoubted right in all
creatures, both men and angels, as he is their Creator. But
notwithstanding this clear title of God, the greatest part of the
world do not obey him: he hath indeed the right of a king,
but they do not pay him the reverence due to him as a king ;
they do not subject themselves to him. And in this Tespect you
must make a difference between being a king, and reigning over
a people: a prince may have authority over a people, and they
may prove rebellious, and he not reign over them. Now the
greatest part of the world live in this way of rebellious opposition
against God. It is said, Psal, 2.2, 3, ¢ the kings of the earth



CHAP. 1, OP THP SAINTS. 5

set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the

Lord, and against his Anointed, saying, *“ let us break their
.bands asunder, and cast away their eords from us.” It is not
creation that gives that propriety in a people, that they shall
hereby have a title to God’s rest : the fallen angels were his sons
by creation : the angels are called the sons of God; but they
have proved rebellious in his own eourt, and therefore expelled
from thence,

2. The propriety of God in his people, is upon more peeuliar
and special accounts.

(1.) To begin with the rise of it; his merciful choosing of
them from eternity to be vessels of grace and glory. God’s ori-
ginal title ariseth from his electing-love ; ¢ I have chosen them
to be a people to myself.” lsa. 43. 20. And our Saviour speak-
ing concerning his apostles, John 6. 17. ¢ thine they were, and
thou gavest them me.” How were the apostles God the Father’s
in a special manner? The meaning of that expression is, they
were thine by thy merciful choice, by thy peculiar electing-love ;
thine they were and thou gavest them me; to be the matter of
my purchase; to be redeemed and saved by me. You must
know, as it is with earthly kings and their people, they have
their several limits, whereby one kingdom is distinguished from
aniother ; as rivers, mountains, and the like; so the kingdom
and people of God are limited by his election, from the king-
doms of the world, and of satan. All those upon whom the
beams of electing-love shine, those that God hath chosen from
pure mercy, they are his people strictly and properly, and dis-
tinguished from all those that are entitled his people by an exter-
nal profession,

* (2.) This title of God to his people, as it took its rise from
election, so it is confirmed by his special and peculiar redceming
of them: he paid a ransom for them out of his own treasury}
that is the most precious blood of the Son of God - given for
them by the order and appointment of his Father : ‘and the Lord
Jesus was God’s servant in the work of our redemption ; and his
redemption had respect to the will of his Father, as the first rise
and motive of it ; and those whom his Father gave him, he doth
effectually redeem : he not only laid down a price for them, but
all the benefits he purchased by his blood, he applieth to them.
You know how the apostle challengeth the Corinthians upos
' A3
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this title. 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. ¢ You are not your own, yé are
bought with a price ; therefore ’glonfy God in your bodies, and
in your spirits, which are God's.” Mankind was fallen from
the glory of God, and was brought to a state of servile bondage
to sin, and was under the curse of the law. Now though this
could not defeat God of his right, this sin of man could not alie-
nate man from God; God’s title was still entire, notwithstand-
ing; yet nevertheless man was brought into such a state, that
he was incapable to serve God. Then he was pleased to appoint
the life of his Son to be a sacrifice to redeem mankind from the
curse of the law, and to reconcile himself to them, and free
them from the bondage of sin. And this is a title that cost him
more dear than the creating of the whole world ; for that was
effected by his word; ¢ he spake, and it was done,” saith the
psalmist ; but it was not so in the redemption of man, that had
sold himself to sin, and was under the heavy sentence of the law:
he was put to the expence of that which was the richest treasure,
the precious blood of the Son of God. ,And thus God hath a
special people upon the account of election and special re-
demption.

(3.) The third title God hath to his people, is from renova-
tion, the restoring of them to his own image, and the renewing
of their natures, and giving to them heavenly endowments, pre-
paring them for his service and glory. So you shall find the
apostle tells them, Eph. 2. 10. ¢ for we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works; which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.” So that as a man hath
aright to the house which he builds, and he is truly the owner
of it that finds the materials, and frames and raiseth the build-
ing; so God is the owner of his people ; they are his living and
spiritual temple, raised and framed for his praise, they are his
workmanship. As in nature God is obeyed by every rank of
creatures in those actions which are congruous, and suitable to
those principles of operation which he hath put into them. As
when the sun runs its course, and the stars keep their regular
motion, and the flux and reffux of the sea obey God, and all
the creatures observe that order that he hath appointed, and act
according to their several principles of operation. Thus it is
with the sensitive world ; and so it is likewise with the people
of God, that have a new nature communicated to them, they
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are farnished with heavenly qualities to serve God, and to glorify
and enjoy him.

Thus I have gone over three things that evidence God’s pro-
priety in his people; and could you bring it down to yvourselves,
it would be of use to you. Election is an object too high for us
to see immediately; we ¢annot look into the rolls of eternity;
but election makes itself evident, and declares itself in our sanc-
tification : for sanctification is, as it were, a temporal election;
for God chooseth a person when he makes him holy, and sepa-
rates him from the rest of the world: Psal. 100. 3. ¢ We are his
people, and the sheep of his pasture.” You must understand it,
in a political sense: God is our governor, and we must obey
him ; you kriow flocks of sheep have marks upon them, that se~
parate and distinguish them from other sheep ; so the saints have
God’s mark upon them. Holiness to the Lord is a visible stamp,
whereby they are distinguished from the world; whereby it is
clear and evident, that he prepares them for his rest above.

‘ii. On our part, being of the number of the people of God,
includes these things: our unfeigned consent to be his people,
When the soul is absolutely and entirely brought to close with
the right -of God, and to confirm his right in us, and to acknow-
ledge it, and td accept of it cordially and sincerely ; then we
come to be in the number of God’s people. You find an expres-
sion which is direetly to this parpose: Psal. 110. 3. ¢ Thy peo-
ple ehall be willing in the day of thy power.” Wiiling:to what ?
Willing to acknowledge the sovereignty of God and Christ, and
to yield up themselves to it.- In the day of thy power? That
is, when the grace of God, which hath omnipotency going along
with it, shall werk upon the heart, and make it williag to own
and acknowledge God in this. There are none but will acknow-
ledge God in profession-and words that they are his: but the
greatest part of the wotldokeep the crown upon the devil’s head ;
they are. his :servants, and yield him the throne of their hearts,
and he reigns in them: but those that are the people’ of God,
they do with their hearts acknowledge his right and title to them,
and do most desirously close with him. In short; as God takes
them to be his people, so do they joyfully and pleasantly yield
up themselves to be his servants, and take him to be their sove-
reign: if it be offered to their choice, they infinitely prefer him
and his govemnment above all others. This, as to our believing

A4
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sense, is the foumdation of our relation to God. His election
and choice is a thing without us, and above us; and it discovers
itself by the effects ; until we be made a willing people, we can
never discover that he is our King and Lord, and will reward us
with eternal life. That you may not, deceive yourselves with
a vain pretence of being God’s people ; they that are the people
of God, will own him for their King, and be subject to his laws,
and subject to them all, without exception. If there be any du-
ty, God commands you as a king, and from that title, and if
there be any njceness or aversion in your breasts against it, and
you would fain have your obligation to that duty dissolved, you
are none of God’s people; for the reserving of one sin, and the
exception of one duty, will make you in a state of rebellion and
enmity against God. Where ever this is, it will make a person
incapable of this rest : though the gospel makes an allowance for
failings, and infirmities, and relapses ; yet there is no chancery in
the gospel for any person that retains any sin, and that hath a
prevailing exception in his heart against any command : if you
think there is, you build your hopes upon a fancy. The gospel
requires sincerity; and the very essence of sincerity lies in this,
that I endeavour entirely to comply with all God’s will. I may
be surprised into a sin against God ; | may by a sudden tempta-
tion break a command; but if there be not a sincere endeavour
to comply with all the will of God, such a person is God's ene-
my, and never to be received in his kingdom. The subjection
must be entire and sincere ; ¢ Then shall I not be ashamed”
(saith the psalmist, Psal. 119. 6.) ¢ when I have respect to all
thy commandments :”’ that is, his hope shall not be disappointed
at last, so as to expose him to everlasting shame.

There must be a persevering and a constant subjection. Rom.
2. 7. “To them who by patient continuance in well-doing,” what-
soever it cost you, whatsoever difficulty ‘or'hazard you are exposed
to, whatsoever you lose. If you do not persevere in well-doing,
you can plead nothing from gospel-promises, to this rest. Rev.
2. 10. < Be theu faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life.”” Were it possible for a man to go on in a course
of holiness to the last day of his life, and he shiould then break
off his course, if he should meet with a temptation so grateful or
terrible as to make him leave off his obedience to God, he could
have no comfortable hope of heaven: “ For he ouly that endu-

[N
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reth to the end shall be saved.” And here it is observable, the
scripture tells us, though a man hath lived in a course of disobe~
dience and opposition to God many years, if he turn to God at
last, and persevere in that return he shall go to heaven: but if
he hath lived an hundred years in obedience and at last fall off
he shall perish for ever. And we find a resemblance of this in
the justice of men. Suppose a person hath done never so wor-
thily for a king and kingdom, if afterwards he turn rebel, he may
justly be cut off for his rebellion. So if a person fall off from
God; all his former righteousncss shall be forgotten ; for this
rest remaineth only for thase that are the persevering people of
God.

.CHAP. 1L

Heaven the place of this rest. 1t is stable, and vasly large; very glorious,
and pleasant,

11. X Come now to speak of the place of this rest. 1t is enjoy-
ed in that kingdom that is unshaken above.. You shall find an
expression of the apostle very fit to my purpose: Heb. 12. 28.
“ Wherefore we receiving a kingdom that canmot be shaken or
moved.” It is a proper place for this rest 1 am speaking of.
The kingdoms of this world are not more properly compared to
any thing, than the sea, which is always voluble and ineonstant,
and sometimes so violent, that he which expects rest there, must
contradict both reason and sense. This world is.a seat of change
and mutability : but the kingdom: above is most aptly resembled
by a sea of glass, - Rev. 15. 2. 1 saw- as if it were a sea of
glass.” There is no unquiet agitation in a.sea of glass, no dis-
turbance there, The kingdom of heaven is God’s sanctuary,
where the God of peace reigns, It is said in the book of Job,
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Job 25. 2. ¢ He makes peace in his high places.” - Indeed
once there was a disturbance in heaven; when the angels fell ;
but that disturbance did not continue, they were presently expel-
led from their first habitation ; that is the region of peace.

It is an expression of Seneca,.as a piece of poetical bravery,
Aniraus sapientis est sicut locus supra lunam, semper illic sere-
nwm est : the heart of -a wise man is like the place above the
moon, all is serene and calm there.

The lower region is charged with clouds and thunder, which
encounter one another, and make disturbance: but the true rest
js heaven, the celestial paradise above, the New Jerusalem,- God
hath fitted and prepared that place for the rest of his people.
Although it is but little that we can speak of the glory of that
place, I can raise your thoughts of it a little, by one considera-
tion which I find in the prophet Isaiah, chap. 6. When the se-
raphims were praising God, one cried to another, and said,
¢ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts; the whole world is full
of his glory.” That which I apply it for, is this, this lower
world, that is this earth, is full of the glory of God; the earth,
which God hath made the receptacle of birds and beasts. If the
earth that is the wilderness of God’s people, and which his ene-
mies enjoy, is full of the glory of God, pray raise your thoughts
by this consideration {

What is heaven then, and, the glory of God’s sanctuary above ?
How do all his perfections ehine there.

If the ¢ earth be full of the glory of the Lord,” do not doubt
but the glory of that place doth contribute to the blessedness of
this rest., Look upen the aspectible heavens, all those great lu-
miparies, 'sun,: moqmy. and . stars,. they. are but the frontispiece of
heaven : now this is the rest of the people of God. We cannot
tow conceive what is the glory of that rest.. The scripture saith
something te us of the plave of our future happiness ; it would be
a pmdmhuity ‘to make such-inquiries ‘into it as we have no
foundation forin -the word of God: but there are several things
the Holy. Spirit:in the scripture reveals to us concerning it: all
which will serve to enlarge our apprehensions ¢oncerning that
rest and blessedness. we shall enjoy in heaven. There are four
which I shall briefly touch upon, and then proceed. .

. 1. The stability of that place, the security of it. It is called,
Heh. 11, 10, “ A city that hath foundations.” There the apos-
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tle speaks concerning the patriarchs that were in an unsettled
condition, travelling into a strange country. It is said concern-
ing Abraham, the father of them, Heb. 11. 10. ¢ He looked for
a city which hath foundations whose builder and maker is God.
He dwelt in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with
him of the same promise.”” Fabernacles were moving tents, that
had no foundations, that might easily be carried from-one place
to another: but heaven is a city which hath foundations. This
lower world, and the upper world that is visible to us, shall ei-
ther be refined or consumed by fire, notwithstanding all that ex-
quisite order and beauty thas we see in them. The anostle tells
us they are reserved for fire; now whetl

suming, or whether it shall be merely a

‘'we are not certain : though there aresc.... .o . Ll
‘may induce us to a belief of it that it shall only be a reforming
and refining one. For the apostle tells us, Rom. 8. 22, «“ We
know the whole creation - groaneth, and travaileth in pain toge-

ther until it is said, ¢ Because
the creatu bondage of corrup-
tion, into en of God.” The
apostle sp¢ you know hath been .

defiled and stained by the sin of man. And 8t. Peter saith, 2
Pet. 3. 13. “ We look for new heavens and a new earth, where-
in dwelleth righteousness,” This visible form’ of the heavens,
which is subjected to our eye, shall’be destroyed: for thus the
pealmist speaks, Psal. 102, 25, 26. «Of old hast thou laid the
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of thy
hands; they shall perish, but thou shalt endure ; yea, all of them
shall wax old as a garment, as a vesture shalt thou change them,
and they shall be‘'changed.”. In'the all things
areina’ perpetud change : ‘those things that are so much admi-
Ted aind:loved; all those vain idols that men set their hearts upon,
they ate ‘sll" changing and perishing every day : but now for the
heavens and ‘the earth themselves, observe what the prophet
saith, ¢ Thou shalt change them.” We see no cause that
ﬁou!d be sufficient to changé this heaven and this earth ; the di-
vine power ouly can do it : but he that hath made them, will and
can easily change them. But for the heaven of glory, where the
naints shall be, thatis a city that hath fo\mdatrons, there shall
be no change there. In the history of the ereation, it is oeer-

N
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vable, Moses speaks not one word concerning the making of the
supreme heavens, though they may be included in the visible hea-
vens. He only speaks expressly of this visible world, which shall
be changed. Observe what our Saviourtellsus, John 14. 2. ¢« In
my Father’s house are many mansions.” Our habitations in this
lower world are like an inn, or house of progress, that one lies at
for a little time. But heaven is called a mansion, the place of
the saint’s residence ; there shall be no change, no shadow of
change there, but it shall be kept always by the power of God,
as a prepared habitation for the rest of God’s people. Now by
the way, this shows how vain it is for us to expect rest here, in a
house that is but propped up for a while. Therefore we cannot
expect rest here.- It is spoken of as one of the prodigies of na-
ture, concerning the kingfisher, that she builds her nest in the -
sea, one of the most moveable elements; but that little bird is
instructed by nature to build her nest there when there is a per-
fect calm, for the secunty of its young. But there is no calm in
this world, all things are in a perpetual flux, in a rapid motion.
The heavens that are over us shall be confounded and destroyed,
and the stars shall fall like leaves in autumn, and the fire shall
pass upon them all: but the heavenly kmgdom is unshaken, a
place that is fit for rest. = -

2. To show you further how this place is fitted for rest, as the
scripture speaks cencerning the stability of it, so it discovers to
s its vastness and immensity. It is a place capacious enough
to be the seat of an innumerable company of angels, and of all
the saints of God, when they shall be united together in one glo-
sious assembly at the last day. John 14.2. ¢ In my Father’s
Jhouse are many mansions, if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you.” Many mansions ; there is
room in abundance. There is such an extension, as to hold all
She blessed spirits together, so as every one shall have his parti-
«cular mansion, every one shall have a place of ease and rest.
‘When Selomon had built a magnificent temple to Ged, saith he,
1 Kings 8, 27. ¢ But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Be-
hold, the heavens, and the heaven of heavens canmot contain
thee; how much less this house which I have built? Will God
indeed dwell on earth?” That is, will he afford his glorious
presence with his people in his temple? Then it follows, ¢ Be-
bold, the heavens, and the heaven of heavens cannot coutain
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thee.” It is spoken with respect to the amplitude of that king-
dom. There are three heavens that the scripture speaks of ; the
@rial heaven, that which encompasseth all the earth and sea,
So you read of the fowls of heaven, the birds that fly in the air.
2ndly, The ethereal heaven, where are the sun, moon, and stars,
And 3dly, There is the heaven of heavens which is called the
third heavens in scripture. Now do but observe this earth, that
contains innumerable inhabitants and creatures upon it, this vast
earth, compared to the starry heavens, is but as one single point;
it is as nothing: and the heaven of heavens encompasseth all the
starry heavens, and hath a vastness that is inconceivable to us.
How great it is, we cannot tell; but we are sure of this, that it is
a place built for the glory of God, and answerable to the great-
ness of that King. Now this still falls in with the notion of the
rest : every saint shall be a king there, and have a kingdom large
enough to fill all his desires. It is a fancy of some of the school-
men, that one of the torments of hell shall be the narrowness of
the place, where the damned shall be crowded together. I can-
not tell whether there .is any foundation for such a notion in
scripture, where we read indeed of hell represented by the great-
est torments to sense, as fire and brimstone, and the worm that
uever dies: but it says nothing of its being so strait a place. But
as for heaven, that the scripture represents as a very large one.
Our Saviour says, “In my Father’s house are many mansions ; if
it were not so, I would have told you:” if it were not a place
large enough for you, I would have been so faithful to you, as to
aake a discovery of it. So that the boundlessness of that king-
dom tends to make it a fit habitation for our rest.

3. The scripture discovereth to us the glory of it: and that
fore-mentioned place of Solomon is applieable to this purpose:
it is called the heaven of heavens; it is so called by way of ex-
cellency and transcendeney; and Christ calls it my Father's
house: Christ’s Father is the Father of glory; you know he is
particularly called so in scripture ; the Father of glory. So hea-
ven is called God’s throne: Isa. 66. 1. ¢ Thus saith the Lord,
heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.” His throne,
that signifies it is that place wherein he doth manifest himself in
his glorious presence. As when a king is seated upon his throne,
it is with all the ensigns of majesty and greatness. God’s throne
48 that place where he exhibits himself in the most glorious man-
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ner. So it is called God’s temple: Hab. 2. 20.  But the Lord
is in his holy temple.” Heaven is a throne and a temple, a
place prepared with all divine art for the manifestation of God’s
glory. You read concerning New Jerusalem, Rev. 21. 17, 18.
¢ The building of the wall of it was of jasper, the city was pure
gold, like unto clear glass ;-and the foundatien of the walls of the
city was garnished with all manner of precious stones.” The
walls of the city are thus represented to us by precious stones,
because they are most fair and lively representations of the excel-
lency of that place: but alas! all the rare marvels of nature are
nothing, compared to the glory above. All the lustre of dia-
monds, the fire of carbuncles, and the beauty of pearls, are no-
thing to the glory of heaven. We are said to be made meet to
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. Lightis the
highest comparison that the scripture can make use of, both to in-
form us and astonish us with the glory of heaven. When our
Saviour appeared at his transfiguration, it is said, Mat. 17. 2.
¢ His face did shine as the sun, and his garments were white. as
the light.” This is the highest comparison in nature, the inhe-
ritance of the saints in light. So on the contrary hell is set forth
by a place of darkness, invincible darkness, the blackness of dark-
ness for ever, for there is a perpetual night. So heaven is said
to be a place of light. Do but consider what heaven is, when
the scripture saith, ¢ The Lord is the light of it, and God is the
glory of it.”” There is no need there of the light of the sun, for
Christ the Sun of Righteousness sheds abroad an effusion of tran-
scendent glory, that at the first entrance into heaven the saint is
struck with admiration at the glory of the place: and it is said
in one scripture, ¢ Thy God shall be thy glory.” Now is not
this fitted to be a place of rest, a place of light and glory?

4. Heaven this everlasting rest is represented to us in the
scripture under the notion of a place of pleasure, and so it is
called a paradise. So you shall find our Saviour speaking to the
thief on the cross that prayed to him, Luke 23. 43. ¢ Lord, re-
tember me, when thou.comest into thy kingdom: Jesus said
unto him, Verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me -
in paradise.” The apostle Paul tells us, 2 Cor. 12. 4. “ That
he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words,
&ee.”  Now this expression is allegorical, and allusive to that
dirst, delicious garden that God prepared to be a seat for innocent.



CHAP. IIL OF THE SAINTS. 13

man. The garden of Eden was a place that had in it all things
that were for the support, and comfort, and pleasure of this life ;

CHAP. I111.

s
Of the excellency of this rest. This is a point which carnal men cannot re-
lish: it is a holy rest, both as it imports a ceasing from the dominion and
being of sin and temptation: and performance of all those holy duties
which are proper to this state : for which the soul is exalted to the highest

pitch of natural perfection, and has superpatural endowments, whence TE
sult the most exalted operauons.

I11. I Shall, in the next place, consider the excellencies of this
rest : and here I shall premise this, that I am about to treat of
a subject that I fear most that are here cannot taste or relish,

As for a discourse ;of heaven, a carnal man is no more affected
with it, thaa if you should bring a swine into a curious palace,
adorned with all- things of art and industry; to see pictures
drawn with exquisite skill in paint, or statues carved in the mostf
- excellent and lively manner ; could a swine take any delight'in
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these things ? So without a pure heart, and holy and heavenly
affections, we cannot taste any thing of heaven, or of this rest
prepared for the people of God. If you speak of heaven to a
carnal man, it is just as if a master of philosophy, or the mathe-
matics, should come aud read to an illiterate ignorant man . the
sublime notions, and profound mysteries of these noble sciences :
no more can a carnal man relish the things of heaven. If an
angel should come and speak to him, he would say, give me this
world, and the things here below, and keep heaven above. I
shall now proceed to speak of the exeellencies of this rest.

i. First, This rest that remains to the people of God is a holy
rest ; it is called a sabbath rest. '

Now in the opening of this, there are two things considerable.

1. Itis a holy rest, in ceasing from sin, as the scripture

2. It is a holy rest, as it consists in the exergise of all those
holy and heavenly parts of worship which is proper to heaven ;
and such is the rest of a sabbath.

1. For the first of these ; as it imports a ceasing from sin.
There is a threefold freedom and rest from sin. (1.) There is a
freedom from the dominion of sin, and this is that privilege which
the saints have in their measure in this life.

We read our Saviour tells the Jews, John 8, 34, 35. ¢ whoso-
ever committeth sin, is the servant of sin; and the servant
abideth not in the house for ever, but the Son abideth for ever.
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free in-
deed.” Thatis the truest and noblest freedom, to be freed
from the servitude of sin, that bondage, that enslaves our more
excellent part, our immortal part, the souls thet is most royal
and excellent liberty ; and this is obtained by the Son of God;
that is, if you look upon the state of sin, wherein we are in-
volved by nature, look upon it as a part of the curse fallen upon
mankind, upon account of his apostacy from God; and so our-
Saviour hath, purchased this privilege for a believer, that he
should be rescyed from this bondage of sin, for sin hath these
two great evils that go along with it ; it is not only a provoca-
tion to God, exposing 8 man to the wrath of God, and making
him obnoxious to the divine displeasure ; but sin does also defile
and debase the human nature, and so hath in it the greatest
curse that the reasonable creature is capable of ; it makes a man
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unlike to Gad, and viler than the earth he treads upon; and
like the brute beasts, it degrades him to the lowest servility.
There is nothing in the world like sin, it provekes God to give a
man over to his' own heart’s lusts, and to forsake him for ever,
and to pronounce a curse upon him, ¢ he that is unjust, let him
be unjust still ; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still.”
Rev. 22. 11. Aud those that fall under this curse, are under
the greatest servility. ~The wicked are all his slaves. Take that
man that is of the civilest conversation in the world, till he be
sanctified and renewed by Christ, he is a slave, and under the
command of some lust, though it be not visible to you, and it
hath a throne in his heart, and reigns there. ¢ But now,” saith
the apostle, Rom. 6. 22. ¢ being made free from sin, and be-
come servants to God, you have your fruit unto holiness, and
the end everlasting life.” Observe, here he speaks concerning
the present sanctified state of the people of God, that are freed
from sin, from its power and reign: whoever is not thus free,
he hath no interest in Christ, nor ever felt the blessed effects of
his death. This is one step and degree to that rest. the apostle
speaksof in the text, EE

{2.) There is a freedom from the relics ar the bemg of
sin, a freedom that imports an absolute and complete puri-
fying and cleansing from all kinds and degrees of sin what-
soever ; and this is that which is meant here. The apostle
speaks of this to the Ephesians, ¢ Christ loved the church, and
gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by_ the word, that he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any
such thing, but that it should be holy-and without blemish.”
Eph. 5.2, 6,27. This design of Christ’s death is' carrying on
while the saints are in this world ; it is caxrying on by the pro-
vidences of Gag, whether prosperous or afflictive, and also by
the ordinances of God, and the Spirit of God, who makes both
ordinances and providences effectual upon the soul. " But this
entire freedom from sin is only attained when we come to hea-
ven. And you may observe here the great wisdom of God, that
as sin brought in death, so now with respect to the people of
God, death is that which abolisheth sin, that puts au end to all
sin; he hath made that which is in itself a penalty of sin, to be
instrumental for the entire clearing and purifying the soul from
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sin. For when this mortal flesh is laid down in the grave, the
soul shall be cleansed from all remaining pollutions, there shall
not be 50 much as a spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. In the
12th of Hebrews, ‘'where we have: the state of the gospel church
represented both as militant and triwmphant: ¢ you are come,”
says the apostle, * to Mount. Sion, the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of
angels; to the general assembly and chureh of the first-bom,
whose names are written in heaven, and to God the judge of all,
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the
mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling,
that speaks better things than the blood of Abel.” The spirits
of just men made perfect, doth signify an absolute and entire
freedom from all sin, which is the greaxeet imperfeetion and de-
basing of the soul.

(3.) There is another freedom from sin, which is in heaven ;
and that is a freedom from all molesting temptahons, from all
things that might disturb their peace, that might endanger their
fall. You shall find the two'Adams, both the first and second,
although they were perfectly innocent, yet they were both liable
to temptations ;- and the first Adam fell by a temptatxon, and
lost more grace in one moment, than we can ever recover in this
world in all ages. You all know how cheaply and easily he
parted with his happiness, by the subtle temptation of satan.
The second Adam was tempted too by the wicked one; but saith
Christ, “ the prinoe of this world cometh, and findeth nothing
inme.” There was no corruption in Christ to work upon. The
temptations of satan surrounded him in the wilderness, but could
not surprise him, they could not fasten any thing upon him ;
but yet our Lord Jesus was liable to temptation. But in heaven,
O blessed rest, where the arrows of the tempter can never reach.
There is not only a freedom from sin, and all podsibility of that
sinning, but there is a freedem from any thing that might dis-
turb that blessed rest, as it often falls out in the world; but by
the grace of God, when the saints are' tempted, they reject the
temptation, and overcome the tempter. We read of that holy
and chaste creature Joseph, when a grateful temptation offered
iteelf, he refused it with abhorrence, ¢ how can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God ?”” So the heavenly grace God
esmmunicates to his people, makes them victorious over both
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pleasant and terrible temptations ; ¢ we are mere than cenque-
rors”’ (saith the apostle) ¢ through Christ that hath loved us.”
And there is a most divine joy which ariseth in the soul when
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now upon the Lord’s day, may be typical of our rest in heaven,
but it hath no retrospect on the servility which the Jews suf-
fered.

(2.) The rest of the sabbath was relatwe, in order. to the
performance of all solemn services which God required on that
day. For if you consider rest in itself, that is, bodily rest, it is
a thing not pleasing and grateful to God in itself; but it hath
respect to some more noble end ; that is without interruption
they might attend upon the service of God in the tabernacle, or
temple, or other places of worship, where God was called upon.
And so this heavenly rest includes in it the performance of all
those acts of duty, and homage, and thankfulness which are the
immortal work and business of the saints above.

Now for the opening of this to you, the following thmgs are
to be noticed.

In order to this perfect service of God in heaven, the spirits
of the saints are exalted in their natural faculties to the highest
degree of natural perfection, that so they may be prepared for
this service. Their understandings are most clear, and com+
posed : there is the exaltation of the soul in all its power and
faculties, to the highest degree of natural perfection. This is
included in the expression of the apostle, where he speaks of the
heavenly state, Heb. 12. 23.  ye are came to the spirits of just
men made perfect.”

All these powers and faculties have supematural endowments,
which are the highest perfection (I spoke of their natural per-
fections before) all heavenly graces are infused into the soul, and
that in the highest degree; so that as your jewels of great price
are set in the finest gold, so then the graces of God’s spirit are
most fully given to the human soul, when it is raised ta its
highest perfection. Thus in.the mderstandmg, there is a per-
fect knowledge of God. Light is that which is spoken of as the
character of heaven ; it is called, ¢ the inheritance of the saints
in light ;> and so saith the psalmist, in thy light we shall see
light.” In the will and affections there is a most entire and ar-
dent love of God, which isits highest perfection. In the whole
soul there is that joy and that peace that may make all the facul-
ties united to glorify God.

~ (8.) From the soul raised to the highest degree of its natural
perfection; and from those supernatural perfections that are
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bestowed upon it, there result the noblest, and purest, and
most exalted operations of the soul; and herein they consist :
in the contemplation of God, and his glorious excellencies, and
wonderful works, and in the continual love and praises of God,
the admiring of him, and the esteeming of his excellencies and
works, and in the continual enjoying of him. Thus the heavenly
state is often set forth by the seeing of God; Matt. 5. 8. ¢ bles-
sed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God:” Heb, 12.
¢ and without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” And it is
set forth by the praising of God ; Isa. 6. 3. * and the seraphims
cried one to another, and said, holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of
hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory.” And so you shall
find, Rev. 5. 13. * every creature which is in heaven, and on
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all
-that are in them, I heard saying, blessing, and honour, and
glory, and power be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb for ever, and ever.””- This is the work of heaven:
and indeed we cannot enteértain any proper conception of heaven
otherwise : for observe, the glorifying the creature i not fér itself,
but in order to the glory of God. God doth net take the soul
-and transport it to heaven, that the soul should be merely happy
in the enjoyment of God, but that God might be glorified in
glorifying the creature. So that you cannot otherwise conceive
of this rest, this divine and heavenly rest. Now here God acts
like a wise and holy God, all his actions terminate in his own
glory. This one consideration of heaven, that it is a holy rest,
is that which makes it unamiable, and undesirable to carnal
men. It is true, such may desire it as a refuge from hell: but
they desire it not as a state wherein they are to be always con-
versant in the love of God, and in the praises of God, and the
everlasting enjoyment of him. Carnal men cannot taste it, they
“have.not a proper palate for it : it can only draw forth the heart
.of the saints : and yet, let me tell you, this is the substantial
:blessedness of heaven.

There is a question among philosophers, whether happi-
ness consists in our action, or merely in our enjovment? And
‘we must determine it doth consist in both. It is not our mere
passive reception of the glory of God that is our happiness, with-
out our active returns to him, our glonfymg him, the Author
and Fountsigy of all,

B3
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CHAP, IV.

It is a joyful rest. This set forth by the joy of boly men in this life, in par-
don, grace, and hope of heaven. The grounds of this joyfol rest; viz.
freedom from all toil in the service of God, from afflictions of all sorts.
Compared to the joy of barvest; and of & victory. Which must be great,
hecause of the dangerous enemies that are overcome, and the prize that
hereby is secured ; and it is an entire, absolute, final victory.

i, THE second excellency of our rest in heaven, is this, it is
not only a holy rest, but it is a joyful rest. And for the open-
ing of this, there are many things which I shall propound to you.

1. Consider the kingdom of heaven hath several degrees.
There is a lower degree of it that is possessed here. You
shall find in one scripture our Saviour tells his hearers, that
¢ the kingdom of God is within them.” And if you compare
that scripture with what the apostle saith, Rom. 14. 17. ¢ the
kingdom of God is not in meats and drinks, but in righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” You will find that in
this life we have the first degrees of the heavenly kingdom. We
have the first degrees of it as to the righteousness and holiness of
it, and as to the peace and joy of it while we are here. And
therefore we read of the firstfruits of the Spirit, and of the
earnest of the Spirit: that is, the opesations of the Holy Ghost,
whether the graces or comforts of the saints here, are the first-
fruits and earnests of the heavenly state. Now this I layas a
foundation, that so I may raise your thoughts to consider what
the joy of the heavenly life is. Consider, in this life there are
three things that are matter of spiritual joy to the saints, whioh
afford so rich, so replenishing and satisfying a joy to them, that
all the pleasures of the world are dilute and tasteless to them,
and they bear with magnanimity all the troubles of this world.
Let us a little consider them, that so we may thereby exalt and
raise our thoughts to conceive of the glory of heaven. There
are three things that are matter of our joy here. :

(1.) Reconciliation with God in Christ, the pardon of sin,
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This the apostle particularly instanceth in; Rom. 5. 1,
¢ being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” The peace and joy that arises from hence,
the apostle tells, Phil. 4. 7. “ passeth all understanding,” not
only with respect to the causes of it, it being purchased by the
obedience and sufferings of the Son of God ; but the sense of it
while we are here, exceeds all possible expression ; our under-
standings cannot find out werds large enough to declare the joy-
ful sense we have of it. For the soul that hath feit what an in-
tolerable burthen sin is; to have the pardoning mercy of God
apon solid grounds declared to it, it brings down heavep into the
soul, it is a very paradise here. O my brethren, he that enjoys
the pardoning mercy of God by the light of faith, hath & joy
e and full of glory.

.(2.) Another thing that is matter of our spifitual j Joy is,
when the work of graee is carried on prosperously in the
soul. When religion in its radiancy and vigour governs in our
hearts. There is nothmg more joyful to a holy person than this;
and accordingly as sin is subdued, and temptations effectually
resisted, and grace doth obtain more degrees of power within us,
proportionably according to the righteousness and holiness of this
kingdomy is always the joy and peace of it, unless it be in par-
ticuler temptations. I speak of the usual course with God’s
people ; thie makes the soul willing to suffer the loss of vant\vard
things, if ite inward graces thrive and flourish. :

(3.) As the favour of God, and the image of God, are
the causes of this joy, so the hope of eternal glory. This
the scripture often mentioneth: Rom, 5. 2. * rejoicing ia hope
of the glory of God.” And it is said in another place, ¢ rejoi-
<cing in hope ;” and Rom. 15. 10. * rejoice ye Gentiles with his
.people. Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may sbound in hope through the power of
the Holy Ghost.”” We bave not only joy of present reconcilia-
tien, but of believing that we shall come to the eonsummating
Joy abave. 1 lay this down for mnng your thoughts by this
consideration : if that joy that is in the breast of a eaint is 20
greas, that the strength, and virtue, and efficacy of it will make
him despise all that the carnal world so much esteemeth, and
endure all that the carmal world so much fears; then ascend in
Yyour thoughts, and consider what is the joy of heaven; if the
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earnest and firstfruits of it will make a christian rejoice, and
¢ glory in tribulation!” Rom. 5.3. [ remember it is the ob-
servation of Tertullian in the primitive times, that when the
christian church was under the most terrible persecution, the
very heathen were induced to consider what the religion was,
that fortified men to endure the greatest miseries with that se-
renity of soul, with that' joy, with that triumph. He observes
that several heathens were induced to consider the excellency of
religion, and to say, certainly this religion is divine, it is the
offspring of heaven, that can’' make poor ‘creatures endure such
troubles with joy. Now (my brethren) there is as much diffe-
rence between what the saints attain and enjoy in this world,
and the joys of heaven, as there is between sipping at a cistern,
and entering into the ocean of jey. Here the joy of heaven
enters into the saints, but hereafter they shall enter into that
joy. ¢ Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Matt. 25. 31.
Heaven is the element of joy, the immense ocean of joy, where
the souls of the people of God are always filled to the ntmost
capacities. O consider how joyful that state must be, which so
infinitely transcends and exceeds the joy that the saints have
here! And yet the apostle Paul, who was a man of sorrows,
1 Cor. 6. 5. ¢ i stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in la-
bours, in watchings, in fastings ;”* saith he, * we are as sorrow-
ful, yet always rejoicing.”” He speaks of his troubles with a
diminution, as sorrowful ; as if they only touched his skin, and
did not pierce his flesh ; but he had his heart full of joy. But
now this fulness of joy, the perfection ef it is above Consider
this joy of heaven, this heavenly rest ;

2. There is in it a freedom from all toil which we endure in
the service of God. While we are here below, our bodies are
the instruinents of our souls ; and though ¢ the spirit is willing,
yet the flesh is weak :” therefore it is requisite there should be
“an intermission of the most serious, intent, and most immediate
service of God, because our sensitive faculties would otherwise
be wastéd, and sink under the burthen. He that plays upon a
lute is fain to relax the strings, lest by a constant stretchmg of
them the strings should break. But we shall cease in heaven
from all that labour that is wearisome to our sensitive parts: for
although the'bodies of the saints shall for ever be: joined with
- their souls in the service of God, yet their bodies there shall be
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spiritual bodies; “ it is sown a natural body, but raised a spiri-

tual body.” 2. Cor. 15, 44. Spiritual, not with respect to the
substance of the body, for it is impossible that flesh should be
converted into spirit; but it is a spiritual body, as it is fitted for
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Christ raised him from the dead; because his divine power and
authority was visible in his resurrection : so many hate the saints
because God hath quickened them to a divine life, that were
dead in sins and trespasses. Do you not see in France at this
very time the spirit of persecution and rage raised against the
professors of the truth, which except God in mercy extinguish,
will end in their ruin? And it is your duty to lay it to heart,
and sympathize with them. But in heaven the saints shall be
freed from all this: they are not only freed from all calamities,
but from all persecutions they are exposed to for the name of
Christ. In the next place. -

4. They are freed from all sorrowful affections: you shall find
the scripture hath expressions more than once about this. It is
said, Rev. 21. 4. That “ God shall wipe away all ggars from
their eyes ; und there shall be no suffering, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former
things are passed away.” In heaven there is no shadow of sin,
no shadow of sorrow, no shadow of death: it is the kingdom of
life and joy; all tears are dried up there. Now there are three
kinds of tears that flow from our eyes while we are in this world,
which shall all be dried up in heaven.

(1.) Our tears of contrition for our offending God, and for
fear of the divine displeasure. O there is no grief more cordial
than this! A holy soul that loveth God, is never more deeply
‘serious than when he exercises this affection ; because God is dis~
pleased and dishonoured, this is that which pricks their hearts ;
as we read, Acts 2. 27. “ The Jews were pricked to their
hearts,” when they heard that they had crucified the Lord of

.life. Indeed a hardenéd stupid wretch, in whom rebellion reigns,
he looks upon bés sins as a light burden : but a gracious soul is
troubled for a vain thought, for an idle word, or an irregular ae-~
tion: the reason is, because a saint hath proper conceptians of
the holiness of God, the highest valuations of his favour ; these-
fore whatsoever is a- contradiction to his holy will, whateoever
eclipseth the light of his countenance, he doth most deeply and
sensibly lay to heart. In heaven it is matter of their joy, that
God hath given them complete victory over all their pust sins.
Repentance should accompany the soul to the gates of heaven,
but it shall never enter there. As we read in the book of Esther,
concerning the court.of the Persian emperor, it is said that nose
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should come in mourning into his court ; so none are to come to
heaven in mourning: when once they are admitted into that
state, immediately sorrow and sighing fly away. And is not this
a joyful rest, when we shall be freed from all sorrow, the most
sharp, and wounding, and deepest sorrow. In heaven there'is no
remembrance of God’s displeasure against sin, and therefore no
relics of sorrow for it : but the reconciled face and favour of God,
is that which fills them with joy. When the prodigal was re-
turned to his father, Luke 15. (that is an instance of a convert-
ed person in this life) and confessed his sin penitently and mourn-
fully, the father calls for the robe and ring, kept a festival, and
received him into his embraces. O conceive what infinite joy
there is in being received into the kingdom of our heavenly Fa-
ther.

(2.) As in heaven we shall be freed from all tears of con-
trition, so from all tears of compassion for the sins and miseries
of others. They shall be all wiped away in heaven. Good men
have the temderest affections, and are most apt to sympathise
with others in their temporal or spiritual troubles. If a saint
could live here without ein, or any external treuble as to his own
person, yet while he lives among the miserable, and is encom-
paseed with so many spectacles of woe, so many sad sights, he
can never be free from sorrow, Our Lord Jesus, when he drew
near to Jerwsalem, and foresaw the dreadful desolations that
were hastening to it, "he wept over it. Every saint hath the
same mind and affections that Christ hath, and hath melting and
tender affections, and a compassionate and sympathizing spirit,
with reference to the evils and sufferings of others. Now in hea-
ven all these tears of compassion shall be wiped away, What
-sense or knowledge the spirits in heaven have of human affairs in
this world, is umcertain to us: “It is said Abraham is ignorant
of us:”’ he knows not our afflicted state here, that is, particular-
ly ; but the shints abeve generally know that the saints here are
in troubles end conflicts, that the church here is militant. But
they that are seated before the throne of God, are incapable of
sorrow, and hurthul impressions of it, from all the evils that befal
others, as Christ himeel is. For they live his life, and they are
cofitinually satisfied with his presence: so that it is impossible
they should be teiched with- any sorrowful sense of the evils that
befal others. Now is mot this a joyful rest, when we shall net
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only be fréed from the sorrow of our own sins, but also from all
that sorrow that the spectacles of human misery might draw
from us? '

(3.) There are those human tears and sorrows that arise
from our own personal troubles, that are not for sin, but for
the punishment of sin, the troubles that are afflictive to
sense. While a man hath a soul here joined to living flesh, the
soul will sympathize with all the troubles and afflictions of the
body: but in heaven God hath prepared a sanctuary of rest from
whatsoever may disturb or afflict us. It is said concerning the
church on earth, there shall be no pricking briar, no wounding
thorn : but this is eminently true of the church in heaven. Seo
that if you consider the heavenly rest, with respect to the free-
dom that shall be from all toilsome labour, and all those sorrows
that arise from afflictive evils, it may give you some apprehension
what the joy of heaven is.

Now this freedom from evil is that which most sensibly disco-
vereth to us the heavenly joy, while we are in this state, and up-
on this account, because human nature in this life is surrounded
with evils, and is more sensibly affected with evil, than it is with
-that which is good. The life of man, which is a passage through
this world, is fitly compared to a voyage through a tempestuous
sea; and you may as well reckon the number of waves that im-
petuously break one upon another, as you can reckon up all the
afflictive evils of this life. There is not the life of any single per-~
son, but there are so many scenes (if I may so speak) and so many
Habits and changes in this life, from mourning to joy, and from
pleasure to grief and sorrow, that it cannot but be a sensible de-
monstration how desirable it is to be freed from these things.
The truth is, we have here real griefs, but our joys arée empty.
Nay, there is nothing that is a temporal comfort, but it hath a
hidden sting in it, and may be an occasion of grief and discom-
fort. So that our present life in this is like a labyrinth of thoms,
we walk from one place to another, but still we meet with
thorns: but in the heavenly state above, we are free from all
these : sorrow and sighing are fled away: the first step we take
-into the heavenly kingdom, we bid an eternal farewel to grief and
sorrow. Doth not this render this heavenly ‘life very desirable,
when we shall have nothing at all of impressions of things.that
sre evil ;- when all the affections shall be in a joyful exercise for
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ever? This I would have you frequently to consider of, as one
affecting notion of heaven. The scripture insists upon it to
make it desirable to you. Now before I proceed to speak con-
cerning thdse things which will be our substantial joys in heaven
(for now I am speaking of freedom from misery and trouble)
there are two considerations whereby the scriptures represent the
joyfulness of this rest, with respect to our labours, sorrows, and
conflicts in this life.

Heaven is such a rest from all our sorrows and sufferings, and
from ;all our laborious actions in this life, as we take in the har-
vest, after all the toil and trouble we have been at in tilling the
earth, and preparing it for the harvest. It is compared in scrip-
ture to that joy that we receive from taking of the fruit of our
labours. The psalmist, when he speaks concerning the afflic-
tions of God’s people, hath this very allusion, Psal. 126. 5.
“ They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth
weeping, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” Where you see the
afflicted state of godliness in this life is compared to sowing in
tears; and the rest and recompence after it, is expressed by
bringing their sheaves with joy. Now observe, there is no car-
nal joy that ariseth from our labours, that is more sensible than
this, when we partake of the harvest or of the vintage. It is
said there, where the psalmist speaks of carnal joy in its eleva-
tion: Psal. 4. 7. ¢ Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more
than in the time that their corn and their wine increased.”
When our labours that are used towards the earth in ploughing
and sowing, harrowing, manuring and watering it, in order to
fruitfulness, succeed in a plentiful harvest, this is a time of joy.
Now our rest in heaven is a partaking of the harvest and vintage
of our labours ; and in this respect it is a great joy. If you will
believe a voice from heaven it is so: Rev. 14. 13. ¢ Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth ; yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and their works do
follow them.” Their works do follow them; that is, they do en-
Joy a fruitful harvest of all their works here. They rest from
their labours, and have a blessed result from them in heaven.
The holy soul enjoys the benefit of all its prayers, of all its tears,
of all its sincere services to God, of all its love and charity to
men, and of all its earnest endeavours for heaven, The memory
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then hath a clear and perfect view of sll the services that were
done God on earth. Now the testimony of conscience in this
life is so joyful, that the apostle saith, 2 Cor. 1. 12. ¢ For our
rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simpli-
city and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the
grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world.”
When the soul comes to heaven, this testimony of conscience
shall be revived and renewed in perfection; so that conscience
that was here our comfort, shall be there our eterhal crown, and
we shall enjoy the fruit of all our own unfeigned endeavours to
please and glorify God. Every talent that we have improved for
him, shall be infinitely returned to us. And on this account the
heavenly rest hath respect to the actions and sufferings of the
saints in this life, as the fruit of their labours; so it is a joyful
rest.

5. This rest is a joyful rest, as it is represented to us as a rest
that is the fruit of victory over all our enemies that we contended
with in our way to heaven. When we come to that blessed state,
we are then victorious over them, and so that rest is infinitely
joyful. Now the scripture makes use of this resemblance. We
find Rom. 8. 37. it is said concerning the saints in this life,
¢ Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors, through
him that loved us.” - Mat. 12. 26, ¢ A bruised reed ehall he
ot break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send
forth judgment unto victory.”” Judgment, by that is meant
grace in the soul; it is called judgment, beeause the work of
grace is carried on in a rational convincing manner. The judg-
ment leads the will, and the will commands all the inferior facul-
ties : and ¢ Judgment shall be brought forth unto victory:” grace
shall at last be powerful and victorious over all its enemies.
Now there is no joy in the world that is equal to the joy of vic~
tory and triumph. And that you may see a little what the joy
of heaven will be in this respect, do but consider these things,
which make that victory infinitely more sweet and joyful to the
soul.

(1.) The danger we are in from the enemies with whom we
do contest in our way to heaven. The scripture represents
them as formidable because of their enmity, subtilty, strength
and great numbers; which shows how infinite our dan-
geris. 'They are called by the title of their chief and regent,

.



CRAP. IV,

OF THE SAINTS. '

31



32 THE EVRBRLASTING REST CHAP, 1V,

driven back. The mountains skipped like rams, and the little
hills like lambs. What ailed thee, O sea, that thou fleddest ?
Thou Jordan that thou wast driven back ?”’ These figurative ex-
pressions triumphantly set forth the praises of God for deljvering
them from their present danger, when they had the sea before
them, and the Egyptian army behind them. When we come to
heaven, and shall consider how dangerous an enemy we had to
encounter with, how tedious conflicts he had with ys, and how it
might be said of us as David said of himself, ¢ There was but a
step between me and death.” And God saved us from an ene-
my without us, and spiritual enemies within us ; then we shall
sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb. So we read of the
church when it had rest from antichristian enemies; “ And they
sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, saying great and marvel-
lous are thy works, Lord God Almighty” &c. Rev. 15. 3. When
we shall overcome this spiritual Pharaoh, the devil and all his
hosts, O this will fill us with strange surprising joy, and will
make us magnify the saving mercy of God, and admire his won-
derful power, which saveth us from such enemies. That is one
of the considerations that shows how the rest of heaven will be
the joy of victory, in overcoming dangerous and cruel enemies.
(2.) The second thing is, this joyful rest is also enhanced, if
you consider what that prize is which you have secured and pre-
served from these enemies by this victory. Suppose there was a
contention about things of no great value, yet victory is pleasant
about trifles ; but much more a cause of joy when it is about
things of greatest moment. When angry and proud kings eon.
tend about a province or a kingdom, it is no great matter, for
the whole world is bat a miserable scene of vanity; and if one
man had it all, he would be always unsatisfied. But now consi-
der you are to encounter with spiritual enemies for your all. The
scripture tells us they war against the soul. 1 Pet. 2. 11. The
soul is our most excellent and eternal part; they war against
your souls and would rob you of your innocence, of your purity
and peace ; the prize here is invaluable: these enemies would
rob you of the love of God, which is better than life, for this is
that which they contend for. The apostle speaks concerning our
spiritual enemies. Rom. 8. 35. ¢ Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ ?”” And that is the prize they would fain rob
us of, the love of Christ, which is the fountain of all felicity ;
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and the love of God, which s better than life. These eriemies
would rob us of his favour, and expose us to his displeasure.
Therefore the prize is so great, our victory over our enemies must
be very sweet. ¢ Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man
take thy erown.” It is a crown of life, a crown of righteousness,
an immortal inheritance, that fadeth not away, the kingdom. of
heaven. The apostle calls it the ¢ prize of our high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.”” Now where there is such a perfection of
blessedness, and where it is the soul that is .contended. for,. how
sweet will the viclory be, when all our enemies shall be ovep.
thrown, and we secured from their assaults.

+¢3.) Anvther thing that makes this victory joyful, is thls, it
shall be entire; absolute, and final, over all these enemies. As
Moses said to the Israelites, ¢ Stand still and see the salvation
of.God, which he will show unto you to-day; for the Egyptians
whoin you have seen to-day, you shall see them again no more
for ever.” Then after their deliverance, they brake out inte a
trivnphant song. While we are. in this world, we are always in &
state of warfare. Now consider what pleasure there is in victo-
ry; & -holy soul finds more joy in conquering ene passion, than in
gratifying all his passions. There is more plessure in mortifying
one carnal affestion, than in satisfying all our eamnal affeesions.
This victory will end in everlasting songs of triumph. s this
world the enemy will return upon us after we have conquered
him : if you resist him one hour and foil him, he will assault you
the next. It is said, the tempter departed from Christ for a
season. Luke 4. 13. But he was so bold and insolent as to return
again upon him. So it is with every believer in this world : our
victory is but single, and the enemy is not quite broken ; there-
fore we should be always upon our guard and have our graces in
a vigorous exercise, and our armour in readiness. But in heaven
the enemies are totally reuted and subdued, and our conflicts and
dangers are at an end, for we shall be molested no more. O how
joyful shall this be to us! We are not able to conceive what
greater joy we can receive, than in getting a final and entire vic-
tery over all our spiritual enemies. There is ong._ scripture very
applicable to this purpose, Rev. 3. 21. “ To him that overco-
meth will 1 gramt, to eit with me i my throune, even as 'l also
aveseamna, ~and am set down with my Father in his throne.” . It
is. by gewevering in.the way- of holiness, notwithetanding all the
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disturbance and opposition that we meet with, that we cvercome,
What now doth sitting on the throne signify? It sigoifies two
things, rest and triumph. To sit down -on the throne after vic-
tary it signifies rest and freedom from all the assaults of our ene.
mies and that triumphant joy, that glory the soul shall then be
in: for heaven is a state of glorious joy, that ariseth from the
ruin of our spiritual enemies. God hath made a poor weak be-
liever to be victorious over all the opposition that earth and helt
could make against him. Therefore saith the apostle,  We are
more than conquerors.” All the conflicts and oppositions that
we meet with shall contribute to our rest and triumph. O con-
sider these things and seriously believe and meditate on them,
that so the soul may be enlarged and strengthened with eon-
stancy and vigour to go through our spiritual warfare, till we
come to that joyful rest in heaven. There is nothing will make
us more zealous for God and cheerful in- resisting temptations,
than the consideration of this everlasting rest. There is a tri-
umphant felicity shall be bestowed upon all those that persevere
in holiness to the end of their lives. Thus I have done with the
eonsideration of this joyful rest, with respect to the cessation and
freeddin it gives us from all our labours, and from all the afflic-
tive evils, and a full and complete victory over all our spiritual
enemies,

-

CHAP. V..

There is a conjunction of all the saints in this rest. Whose society is hiéhly‘
plearant, because they are free from all blemishes, and united in the most
Joyful work s and exceedingly love each other.

T Shatt now proceed to the positive part of eubstantial happi-
ness. And the first 1 shall instance in, is the lowest part of hea-
ven, yet it is that which will make it very sweet to our appre~
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but love shall veign in heaven: there the saints love God per-
fectly, and love one another with an invariable affection. There
they have one heart, and one mind ; and therefore how are they
pleased with the happiness of one another, in the happiness eve-
ry one enjoys? And they are all sharers in the happiness’ of
-every one. How doth this make that communion and converse
to be more sweet !

And consider, they are all united in that most joyful work of
worshipping, of glorifying, and praising God ; and they are al-
ways inflaming one anothers affections to God. We read that
the seraphims cried one to another, and said, ¢ Holy, holy, holy
‘is the Lord of hosts ; the whole earth is full of his glory.” Isa.
6.3. They cried one to another, as if they would inflame each
"others breast ; and that which is our work here is our happiness
there : they are always jovfully united in the praises of the Lord,
who is the King of saints: they are always singing glory to God
that sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever. Now
where there is such loveliness in every one, where there is such an
entire affection, and where they are all united in so blessed a
work ; O what a state of joy is there! This is the state of
heaven. '

Do bat consider what the seripture speaks of this state, and it
is impossible that any one that believes and hopes for this bless-
edness, but he should immediately despise the edrth, and all thoee
temptations that would hinder him from obtaining. It is inere-
dible that any one should hope for this, and not immediately re-
mounce "these vain and sensual perishing pleasures. O let us be
purifying ourselves, and refining ourselves, that we may be made
meet for heaven : this should be the end of your hearing, and it
is the end of my’ preaching to you.

In short, heaven is that kingdom and that state where love is the
‘law, and where it rules. So you shall find the apostle tells us,
1 Cor. 13. 8. ¢ Charity never fails ; whether there be prophecies
they shall fail ; whether there be tongues they shall cease; whe-
ther there be knowledge it shall vanish away, &c.”” Faith and
hope shall give way to vision and enjoyment, which is in its per-
fection above. We read of the love of Jonathan to David, a rare
‘and almost unparalleled instance, considering the great distance
between them ; the one being a prince and an heir to a crown,
‘and the other but of mean extraction. 1 Sam. 18. 1. In heaven
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the law-of love. is obeyed in .ite perfection : thiou shalt leve thy.
neighbour as thyself; it is not obeyed so here; but ip heayen
there is a complete obedience ; they have a love so complete and
absolute to one another, that they unspeakably love the happi-
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4al amembly and church of the ﬁrut-bom which are written in
heaven, &c.”

~=000.LD 000

CHAP. VI

'The ehief happiness of this rest lies in the enjoyment of Ged. The joy of
heaven la exceeding great, because it is correspondent to the majesty and
greatness of God; and proportionable to the love he bears to his people,
and to the infinite price of the blood of Christ. Christ is enjoyed in hea-
ven, and God, on whom the saints’ love is entirely fixed, and there God
most fully communicates bimself to them, and immediately.

T Shall now procesd to speak of the most substantial part of
the joys of heaven, and that is our enjoyment of God himself :
all other things divines express by ths accessioms and additional
,)oycd'hum, but the substantial and ewential .joy therefore ia
in God hinwelf. .

Before 1 lpuk of this, there are three mdeuhons whaeh I
shall lay down to raise your thoughts ; that though it is impeesi-
ble that we should fully understand that joy before we come thi-
thes, yet these may: help us by degrees to ascend to a bigher ap-
prehension of it. -

+ 1s The glory, blessedness, and vest of heaven, is that which
shall be answerable and correspondent to the majesty, greatness,
and magnifieence of God,” who is. the preparer and giver of it =
gifts are usually proportioned to the state and degree of those
that give them. You read in the book.of Esther comcerning the
Persian monareh; he designed an entertainmens:far all his prim~
ces and servants, and the powers of Persia sud Media, and the
nobles, and the princes of the provinces being before him when
he showed the riches of his glerious kingdom, and the honour of
his excellent rasjesty many days, even an hundred days; Eath. 1.
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4. 5. * And when theee days were ended, the king made a feast
usto all the people that were present in Shushan the palace, both
unto great and small for seven days, in the court of the gardea
of the king’s palace.” You read there how pampous and great

e4
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2. The next general consideration is-this ; the glory of God is
that which: will bear a proportion to that love of God which he
hath to his people. It shull be a noble expression of that love,
and suitable to it. Now to make you a little to understand the
force of this: God hath a general love to his creatures, and a
special love tu his children, to those who are his friends and fa-
.. (1.) There is a general love that God bears to mankind in this
lower world, as they have the title of his creatures: that love
bath declared itself in making this world so pleasant an habita-
tion .for man as he is in his natural estate. Now pray consider
with yourselves; God hath made a thousand things in this world,
which are not absolutely necessary for the support of our lives,
but ifor the refreshment, and comfort, and pleasure of them ; and
this is from his general' love to mankind. How many stars are
there that adorn the firmament in the night? which are a most
pleasant, spectacle, but are not so absolutely necessary for lights.
And how many things are there which are for pleasure and de-
light, which.ure not necessary for the sapport of life.

(2.) God hatht a peculiar love to his children, and that love
he hath designed-to glorify in heaven: therefore you shal find,
Eph. 1. 6. the great work of redemption, both as to the aceom-
plishment of it,;and the actual bestowing the fruits thereof upon
us ; theegreat end of it is said to be to the praise of the glory of the
grace of God ; the glory of his love ; -that love which warmed his
breast from eternity: with thoughts of compassion towards'man ;
shis love he will glorify in . heaven 4 anid ‘he hath prepared such
glory and joy for them, that they shall know he will'love them
bke a God in aninfinite and inconceivable manier. Do but a
bistle ascend in your thoughts thus ; ¢ Hath God made a beauti-
ful: world, se full of comébtts and refreshment ; hath he made
- shis, .and givea it ‘te rebellious contumacious sinners, ‘those that
live:in open defiance. of ‘his laws and governament ? What then -
hath he prepared for those that ‘love and serve him, in the king-
dom above?’ RS

8: -Consider what that glory and - blessedness must b which
buﬁ & proportion to the infilvite pprice of the blood of the :Son of
God,” which whs shed not nnly tb be a ransom.to free you from
hell, but as a priee to obthin heaven for you : the saints obtain
heaven not only by pardon and by gift, but with respect to the

)
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Lord Jesus they obtain it by purehase ; he purchased it for them ;
¢ the gilt of God is etexnal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Rom.6. 23. Our Saviour: left. heaven, and endured a life of
secrow here in the world, and submitted to sufféring and dying,

- T e o~ .
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Christ to be glorified alone, nor glorified with his angels, but
that his poor servants, who here are humbled and loaded with
afflictions, who have been in a mortal dying state, that they
should be raised to his kingdoms, and see hnglory, it is an ar-
gument of the purest and dearest love that is cenceivable. And
as our Saviour here declares the most pure and ardent love to his
people, so all those who are members of Christ have an ardent
desire to be with him, and behold his glory ; so you shall find
the apostle Paul. ¢ For I am in a strait between two, having a
.desire to be.with Christ, which is far better.” Phil. 1. 28. The
apostle represents himself to be in suspense, being now drawn by
two leadstones; . the presence of Christ above, that drew him to
beaven ; and the good of the church below, that drew hin and
premed him to stay on easth: I weuld fain be with Christ, yet I
am willing to.stay here for the furtherance of vour salvation.
Certainly every holy soul, though not in as Paul,
has a desive to be with Christ, as Paul had; and that desire is
a supreme overruling affection in his soul to be with Christ, to
see his glory; dnd accordiagly the joy of the soul is enlarged
when it comes. personallyto be with Christ; for this is a rule,
aecording to the degree of pur.love, is the strength of our desire
and aecording to:the strength of our. desise is the joy of fruition:
this is a. ruleshat runs through the affeetions ; desire results from
love, and takes its fire and heat from it; and joy is raised and
intended according to the degree of our desire, when we come to
poesess the desired object. - O my brethren, what joy overflows
all the saints above! who are continually beholding the glory
of Christ, and see the Deity shining forth in his human nature,
see him advanced above:all principalities and powers: and that
which gives that sweetnes of joy to them, is this; they shall
see him thus glorified that died for them, and purchased salva-
tion for them. This eertainly is that which will render the
beholding of Christ’s glory infmitely pleasing to us; it was he
that did accomplish it by his qwn.sufferings ; he did and suffered
what justice required ; he secured the honour of divine justice,
that he might exalt.the siches of divine mercy in our salvation.
Therefore 1 say, consider what infinite pleasure comes to an
holy grateful soul, to see his. Saviour thus raised, honoured,
reverenced, and maguified, by all the powers in heaven: te
think it is the Lord of life that gave his life for me that I see -
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enjoyed, who is the spring of happiness. If you coukd abstract
in your thoughts all the inferior glories of heaven without God,
you would leave heaven without itself. Itis only God’s presence
which makes heaven. The saints’ affections are entirely set on
God ; they do not only desire God as the proper object of their
happiness, but they desire him with the strength of their affec-
tions ; that is, the full enjoyment of God alene can satisfy them.
They infinitely desire him. Therefore you shall find the psalist,
when he speaks concerning the ardency of his affections to God,
he says, Psal. 42, 1. ¢ as the hart panteth after the water-
braoks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God: my soul thirsteth
for God, forthe living God. When shall I come and appear
before God.?”” - These expressions set forth to us in & most lwely
manner, the hrdency of his desire to enjoy God ; his uppearing
before God, that is meant of the lower enjoyment of  God in his
ordinances : he was a banished person, and could not erijoy God
in his tabernaele, the place of public worship. Now observe,
this love and desire of . the saints towards God is infinitely in-
creased in heaven ; therefere according to the love and desire we
have towards God, 20 must be the JO)' that flows frem-his pre-
sence,

God doth most fully commumoate lnmoelf to. the saints in
heaven. 1. By revesling all his amiable execellencies to. their
minds. Therefore it is said, Matt. 5. “ blessed are-the pure in.
heart, for they shall see God.” They shall see him .with an in-
tellectual eye ; their understandings shall see all his glorious per-
fections, as much as they can- receive of him; and only he that
sees God, understands what a happiness it is to;see him. It
may be, several of you that hear me, while I am speaking to
you of seeing the Lord, can no more relish it, than if you should
put a cold piece of earth into your maouths; but he that is a saint
indeed, hath some glimmerings of it, and some foretaste of it.
To have a clear view of those divine excellencies which are the
happiness of God himself, which are his natural biessedness ; to
see his beauty, the beauty of his holiness, and the glory of his
power, and all his. other attributes opened to you'in the most
enlarged manner; if our souls were but enlightened, and sancti-
fied, and raised, this would be very sweet to us: the very hopes
of it would be a heaven to us. Thus the scripture doth'repre-
eent to us what heaven is : ¢ withoyt holiness no man shall see
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God.” " Seeing God is the possession of his excellencies, by
being brought to see and enjoy hitns “ Thou wilt show me the
path of life : in thy presence there is fulness of joy, at thy righs-
hand there are pleasures for evetmore.” Psal. 16. 11. God was
from eternity a heaven to himself, infinitely glorious ‘and joyful
in himself: eertainly then his presence must be. asheaven to the
blessed spirits. He that hath the revenues of a king, may easily
discharge the expences of a small family. 1f God'hath that in~
finite éxcess of happiness to make himself happy, he can easily
make those happy that desire it. 2dly. This shall be aocom-
panied with-the most fervent love of him. Every soul in heaven
is inflamed with the highest degree of love to God; and therefore
{nfinitely pleased in the glory of God. Now from the sight of
that glory, and that love that he showeth in giving that sight,
that love we have to him is fed, and consequently our joy must
always be in its spring-tide there, because we have the continual
presence of God himself. < As for nre, I will behold thy face in
righteousness ; I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy like-
ness.”” Psal. 17. 15. When my soul is perfected with righteous-
ness and holiness, I shall see thy face and be satisfied. - Whether
you understand it of the likeness of God shining in our glorified
Saviour or no, there will be satisfaction flowing from the dis-~
covery and enjoyment of God’s perfection in heaven. The wise
man tells us, ¢ the desire.accomplished is sweet to the soul.”
Prov. 18. 19. Itis the triumph of the soul. Whenever & man
hath a strong desire accomplished, it is the greatest pleasure to
him. Do but consider then, what a paradise there is abowe,
where all the desires are fully satisfied in God’s presence. Do
but seriously lay this to heart, whether is it possible to conceive
any thing that is more joyful, than for the soul to have the most
beloved, the most desired, and the most supreme good in its
ession. 'Thus it is with the glorified saints above in heaven.

I shall not-trouble you with a: curious dispute, whether or no
we shall see the essence of God in- heaven; for such a discourse
'would be abave vour eanacities and apprehensions. The scrip-
ture doth this, when it reveals heaven to
us: we snuil ve viessea 1 tne presence of God, we shall be
happy in the fruition of him : therefore it is said, Rom. 8. 17.
¢ we are the children of God, and if children then heirs,. heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ.”” And in the prophecy of
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Istiah it is said, thdt God shall be our glory. And the prophet
Jeremiah, Lam. 3. 24. saith, which is prineipally accomplished
in heaven, ¢ the Lord is my pertion, saith my soul, therefore
will I hope in him.” Now for us who are here in this’ lower
world, we have .hut narrew conceptions concerning -the enjoy-
ment of God: .but the mere the soul understands God, the more
it knows what happiness there is in the enjoyment of him. 1}
would have you observe, that the more any man understands
what this world is, the less he.enjoys it; for the more he dis-
eovers the vanity of it, the more he understands how foolish and
deceitful this world is in its promises of happiness. Therefore
Salomon, who had an inquiring mind, and power and riches
answerable to his mind, after he had made a diligent search into
all the honours, riches, and pleasures of this world, the result
is, ¢ all is vanity and vexation of spirit:” he had a sickly dis-
taste of all the pleasures and delight he had enjoyed in this
world. Bu€ now the more the soul understands of God, the
more it enjoys of God : for it finds the divine perfections to be
so immense, as to be above all that it can express, nay above all
it could conceive or distinctly desire. So that the more God is
understood, the more he is enjoyed, esteemed, and delighted in:
and therefore in heaven itself, where God is understood and loved
in perfeetion, there he is enjoyed in perfection. And there is
great difference between the soul’s enjoyment of God in heaven,
and on earth; those that are on earth enjoy not God so fully,
clearly, and satisfactorily, because their enjoyment of God is me-
diately ; either lst, by creatures as secondary causes of comforts,
as all things that in the order of nature are comfortable to us,
they are but like cistérns that convey sometliing to us from God
our fountain : or else 2dly, he is enjoyed in his ordinances, in
those sacred appointments wherein he bath promised to reveal
and communicate himself, his grace and comforts to them. But
now in heaven God’s excellencies and pesfections are -communi-
cated to the creature in a more immediate mammer. When we
taste any comfort in the creature, it all comes from God; that
comfort we bave in the creature is limited, but it is God that
makes it conifortable, and communicates comfort to us by the
creatures. God is the-author of all that good we reeeive by
them. It comes to'us from him. That comfort which comes
from God in the creature, is like liquor put into a bottle, that
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takes off frem: its pénetowsness and wichness : o6, all the tomforts
that come from God through the ‘creature, there is & diminw~
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and hy hath & design to seciver them by Iis mercy and cle:
mency, and those that would net be prevailed with, should be
instances of his just severity. ‘He puts his own son into com-
mission, to invite those that are capable of merey, to accept of
pardon, and to subdue those . that are rebellious, and obstinately
resist his power and authority, and gives his son full empire for
the accomplishment of this- design. Now when he hath by thae
offers of mercy and pardon won some, and reduced them to’ their
duty and obedience, and broken and subdued the rebellious party
that contirited in their opposition against him, he delivers up
his conmmission to his father.  Thus when our Lord Jesus, who
received a commission from his-Fatherto make overtures of mercy
and pardon o those. revolted ereatures that weseproper objects
of it, and wounld- thanhful}y accept of - that grace.that:is rendered
to them ; dnd also to subdue and vanquish the rebellious, amnd
break then- power that obstinately and finally oppose and resist
him ; wheén he hath accomplished ‘this, there is no further work
for Christ as Mediator, to reconcile-and appease God in heavear
for then God the Father, Sen, and Spirit will glorify the sainty
immediately ; so that there will ‘be no .interposition between: a
displeased God and sinners. For as the first creation of all things
was from infiite power, wisdom and goodness of the blessed and
glorious Trinity: so in heaven the felicity of the glorified saints
is from the same blessed Trinity: for there is a concurrence of
all the persons of the Holy Trinity in the happinees of heaven :
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost are equally the fountain of that
eternal blessedness the saints enjoy in their glorified state. O
consider how happy the creature must be when it receives all’
from God’s blessed-treasury : when all that the creature can pos-
sibly receive, shall come from God immediately. And this ie
that which will cause that joy that is unspeakable and full of
glory. H I would speak never so long on this subject all my
thoughts and expressions would fall infinitely short of it. Itis
eur happiness that we are incapable of understandingit: so thak
our incapacity turns to our advantage: it is infinitely above all
we can ask or tlnnk, even this rest that we shall enjoy abova
with God,
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CHAP. VII.

It is an eternal rest. For God's love is unchangeable to thew, and s is
theirs to him,

ji. ANOTHER excellency of this rest is this; as itis a holy
and a joyful rest, so it shall be an eternal rest. Eternity is an
inseparable attribute of true and perfect blessedness. Now in
heaven there is such a glory and blessedness, as will not only
satisfy all our desires, but will exclude all our fears. There shall
never be any danger of losing it; nay, there shall nevet be any
fear of losing it. Now for the opening of this to you, there are
only three things I shall touch upon: First, To prove to you,
that it will be an eternal rest. Do but consider, the love of God
that is the cause of it, it is unchangeable. The love of God is
unchangeably set upon his people. Thus saith the psalmist,
¢ thy mercies, O Lord, are from everlasting to everlasting, upon
them that fear thee.”” Consider the wisdom of God; it fs im-
possible that he should change his love towards those that he
hath chosen and counsecrated to his service, and to be of his so-
ciety, and in his presence for ever. Itis impossible that he -
should change his love, because he did from eternity foresee
what could fall out. There can be no cause why he should
change his affection ; for God is not man, that he should lie;
or as the son of man, that he should repent. If one man love
another, there may be something in the person that may cause
his friend to withdraw his affection ; but God saw man in the
state of weakness and frailty ; and if his love endured us in this
present life, it will continue for ever; for his love is unchange-
able and everlasting. 2dly. Consider this rest is everlasting,
because there is no change shall ever be in those that are glori-
fied. The saints shall persevere eternally in their love to God.
In this world the affections of holy men to God are like the
needle in the compass, though it tremble and point sometimes-
to the east or west, yet when it settles, it turns directly to-its
VOL. IiI. »
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beloved pole, that is, the north. So it is with the saints; God
is their pole and centre, their desires, and their whole souls tend
to him. They have some variation, some slips and falls from
God, which may cause him to withdraw from them, and leave
them under a cloud of sorrow: but in heaven holy souls are di-
rectly, fully, and constantly fixed upon God, without the least
cooling or intermission of their affections, God is their exceed-
ing joy, and that for ever. He is the everlasting object of their
love and praise ; so that there can be no cloud there: for God’s
love is unchangeable to them, and their love is unchangeable to
him ; and therefore it is impossible they should ever be turned
from God; for the light of his countenance directs and governs
all their minds and hearts. For consider here below; do you
think any one that is thirsty will leave a clear flowing spring for
puddle water? So it is impossible that holy souls in heaven
should ever turn their affections from God. If God’s love be
unchangeable to them, and their love unchangeable to him, what
can change their blessedness ? If there were any power superior
to God, that could put an end to their happiness, then they
might fear ; but all their enemies are cast into hell, and they
have no less than the infallible promise of Christ to secure them :
 because I live, ye shall live also,” saith our blessed Saviour :
if God lives and is eternally happy, we shall be happy for ever,
They are in an everlasting covenant with him, and shall be in
eternal communion with him, So that the rest in heaven is an
immortal rest. There shall never be any diminution of their
glory, no interruption of their joy, nor no end of it: ¢ at thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” To conclude all,
we are poor short-sighted creatures ; we do understand things by
our senses, and are most affected with those things which do
touch them. .

- Do but consider with yourselves, whatsoever is pleasant to you
in the order of nature, whatsoever it is that may gratify your
sensual faculties, if it were possible for you to take in all those
pleasures the world hath, and strain them all into a cup, and
drink them up at one draught, they are not all comparable to
the least degree of that joy and glory that is above for one mo-
ment. If you could live the whole circle of time, from the first
rise of the world to the end of it, and enjoy all the pleasures
that all others have enjoyed in all successions of ages, they are
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not to be named with one moment’s en:ioyment. of God in hea-
ven. As if one person could feel the poison and stings of all the
torments, miseries, and calamities that all men endure in this
world, it were nothing compared to the prepared plagues for the
wicked in hell. 1f you have reason and faith to exercise your
serious thoughts, nothing deserves your utmost endeavours but
heaven. If you will not be guilty of the most stupid folly, then
seck the kingdom of God, and the righteousness of it.

CHAP. VIIL.

The good will of God, and the snfferings of Christ, the supreme causes of
bestowing this rest : yet it is a reward, and in what sense. Merit ex-
cluded by God’s absolute right to our obedience, and the quality of our
good actions; which proceed from spiritual powers, restored by free
grace ; aud are very imperfect; and no benefit to God; and there is no
proportion between them and heaven. The blood of Christ mingled with
them does not make them meritorious,

Iv. I shall, in the next place, proceed to prove, that this rest
is reserved as a reward to the people of God; in the opening of
this, I will show you,

First, What are the supreme causes of this, that so you may
not misunderstand the notion of a reward.

Secondly, That this is a reward for the people of God ; in what
sense you must take it.

Thirdly, I will prove to you by clear irresistible arguments,
that there is a rest remaining for the people of God.

First. There are two supreme causes of this rest the scripture
speaks of : the first is the eternal pleasure and good will of God
to prepare this rest for his people, and to prepare his people for
it : so you shall find; * fear not, little flock, it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Qur Saviour comforts

D2
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his disciples with this: where vou may observe by the way, that
it is not only said to be the good pleasure of God to give the
saints this heavenly kingdom, but it is attributed fo him as our
Father : so that our possessing heaven is not by way of purchase,
but gift. We are as heirs, as children of God; we are not par-
chasers, but inheritors of it, as the children of our heavenly
Father. To bring this home to your bosoms, it is God’s good
pleasure to give this to his children as a Father, he dispenseth it.

. to his children, and to them alone. There are two things in-
cluded in the natural relation of a Father.

1. That he communicates being to a child; he is the se-
condary author of its life.

2. He communicates that life which he possesseth himself,
as to the kind and nature of it : these two things are essentially
requisite to denominate a man a father. Now that you may
know whether you are the objects of this love of God, he gives
it, Ist. To those that are born of him; that receive a new nature
from him, John 31. 13. % which were born not of blood, not
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
2dly. This new nature is called in scripture the divine nature,
2 Pet. 1. 4, < whereby are given unto usexceeding great and
precious promises, that by these you might be partakers of the
divine nature.” Now there are two characters in this divine
nature, whereby a saint is like to God ; that is, the holiness and
the immortality of that nature. lst. The holiness of it; for
God is a holy God, and his life is a life of holiness: and so all
his children, to whom this heavenly kingdom is designed, are
“ holy as God is holy in all manner of conversation.” 2dly. That
‘holy nature hath immortality in it: so the apostle tells us, 1
Pet. 1. 23. ¢ being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which lives and abides for
ever:” that which is bestowed upon us is an immortal seed, that
shall be always springing up till it come to perfection. Bring
this home to yourselves; are you under the good pleasure of
God? Are you sensible of it, that you are heirs of his kingdom
and love? It must arise from hence that you are his children.
Consider further, the good pleasure of God is made here the
prime cause that appoints this eternal kingdom unto his children;
the good pleasure of God is that which dispenseth this glory to
them, and at last will put them into the actual possession of it.
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It is said to be his good pleasure, his love, his pure and mere .

stowing heaven upon us, we owe to him homage, worship, and
praise for the heavenly kingdom, and we shall praise him for
3



54 THE BVERLASTING REST CHAP. VILI.

ever. So that here are the two supreme causes of this rest, the
love of God, and the purchase of Christ.

Notwithstanding this, the scripture tells us, (and we may
safely speak the words of scripture) that this rest is reserved
as a reward to the people of God; so you shall find that ex-
pression, Matt. 5. 11, 12, where our Saviour encourageth the
persecuted saints ; ¢ blessed are you when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely for my sake; rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is
your reward in heaven.

Now for the understanding of this, you must distinguish ;
there is a double notion of reward. lst. A reward strictly taken;
and so a reward is a righteous recompence that is given to a
person as an allowance for a due service, according to the pro-
portion of its worth. So you shall find Deut. 7. God command-
eth that we shall not detain the reward of the hireling, &c. But
in this sense heaven cannot challenge any thing from God as a
Teward, in a strict sense,

There is a lower sense of a reward, and that is, when
there is a recompence given for a service that was due, and
mean in itself, but it is given from the bounty and pure liberality
and riches of the rewarder. Now in this sense you must under-
stand it, when heaven is said to be a reward of the doing or
suffering of the saints, because in the order of giving, it is a
reward after our service performed to God: it hath the nature
of a reward, because it hath respect to the service of the saints;
but not as a reward strictly due to that service ; and that will
appear if you do but consider,

Ist. The quality of the person.

2dly. The quality of the service.

Ist. Consider the quality of the person; and here are these
things to be considered. .

(1.) That God hath an absolute right to all his creatures, so
that by their obedience to him, they can merit nothing. All
their power of acting, and all their faculties are from him. They
can descrve nothing ; all is his own, 1 Chron. 29. 14. ¢Of thige
own have we given thee,” saith David : the product of our inward
and outward strength; all our talents are from God. That I
may illustrate this by a similitude that you all understand; the
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apostle Paul wrote to Philemon, to prevail with him for a kind-
ness to Onesimus ; and it is an epistle very insinuating, where
there is an intermixture of many powerful arguments. verse 8, 9.
% Wherefore, though 1 might be much bold in Christ to enjoin
thee that which is convenient, yet for love-sake I rather beseech
thee being such a one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner
of Christ, I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have be-
gotten in my bonds, which in time past was to thee unprofitable,
but now profitable to thee and me; whom I have sent again '
thou therefore receive him that is mine own bowels.”  After the
apostle had used all the address of love, he makes use of a strain
that which is the most artificial and powerful, verse 18. “ If he
hath wronged thee, or oweth ought, put that on my account.”
A strange piece of rhetoric with which he concludes his argu-
ments : “ I Paul have written it with my own hand, I will re-
pay it; albeit I do not say to thee, how thou owest to me even
thine own self besides.” It was but a small return he desired at
his hands, considering how much he owed to Paul ; probably he
was his spifitual father. Therefore gratitude might oblige Phi-
lemon to answer his desire in this. Had Paul such a right in
Philemon as that he owed himself to him, being his spiritual fa-
ther, and an instrument of his conversion in bringing him to the
knawlédge of Christ ; how much more do we owe ourselves to
God, owe all to him, and thercfore can merit nothing of him?
(2.) Another thing, with respect to the quality of our per-
sons is this, the meanness and vileness of our persons ; so that
whatsoever comes from us, cannot possibly merit any thing of
God. Abraham was a great prince, and a man that had’
abundance of treasure; but when he speaks to God he abaseth
himself, and says, Gen. 18. 27. ¢ Behold now 1 have taken up-
on me to speak to the Lord, which am but dust and ashes.”
And John the baptist, though a person of eminent holiness, yet
when he speaks of Christ, John 1. 27. ¢ He it is who coming
after me, is preferred before me, whose shoes’ latchet I am not
worthy to unloose.” And the blessed virgin who had the honour to
be the mother of ‘Christ, how doth she break forth into praises
of the Lord, with a reflection upon her own meanness, Luke 1.
46. << My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoi-
ced in God my Saviour; for he hath regarded the low estate of
his handmaiden; for behold from henceforth all generations
D 4
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shall call me blessed.” We are so low, mean, and contemptible
to God, that it is impossible we should oblige him : the whole
world compared to him is but as the drop of a bucket. Now
what a small part are we of that drop? Nay the whole world
compared to him is but as the small dust upon the balance ; no-
thing yea less than nothing, and vanity. So that there can be
no obligation or merit arising from such creatures as we are.

2dly. If we copgsider the quality of our actions, it is impos-
sible we shoyld merit any thing from God.

(1.) Because all our spiritual powers are restored to us by the
free grace of God. The apostle Paul saith, ¢ We have no suffi-
ciency of ourselves, as of ourselves so much as to think a good
thought,” Phil. 2. 13. ¢ For it is God that worketh in us both
to will and to do, of his good pleasure:” so that all our spiritual
power and strength is from God: and it being entirely his, we
cannot merit any thing from him. For all the power and
strength we have, we owe it entirely to God and Christ; there--
fore John 15. 5. our Saviour compares himself to the vine, and
the church to the branches, “I am the vine, and ye are the
branches ; he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bring-
eth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.” The
branch bath no power or living juice of its own, but what it de-
rives from the root. So all our habitual graces, and all our ex-
ercise of those graces, is from God and Christ ; therefore there
can be no: merit on our part. For indeed our obligation is in-
creased, by the exercise of graces, and we are debtors to him
by it.

o,y(2.) Do but consider what imperfection attends all our ser=
vices; so that were there not a Mediator as well to make our
services acceptabhle, as to justify our persons, we should be expo
sed to the displeasure of Ged : for the relics of sin stain and de-.
file every service that comes from us.

The Holy Spirit is the immediate cause of every grace in us;
but it is we that act and exercise grace. Christ is the author
and finisher of our faith ; but it is we that believe : the Spirit of.
Christ is the cause of our obedience ; but it is we that obey; we.

are the pext agents though he be the supreme cause.

" There is a great imperfection in all our services that we per-
form to God : in our faith there is much of unbelief; and in our
obedience, there are some degrees of disobedience ; all our duties

-
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have an alloy, and such blemishes in them -as would expose us
to the anger of God, did not God for Christ’s sake, pardon and
accept us. :

(3.) Our services are of no advantage or benefit to God.
¢ My goodness extendeth not to thee, but to the saints that are
in the earth.” Psa. 16. 2. If you had the affections of an an-
gel to praise God while you are upon earth, his majesty and glo-
ry would net be increased by all your praises: for ¢ His glory is
above the heavens.” If the sun should shine upon.a clear crys--
tal glass, that should reflect the beams of the sun, it could never.
reach the body of the sun, 8o as to increase the light of it : so it
is with us; God shines upon us by his mercies, and we reflect
them back again by our praises and grateful acknowledgments,
but his essential glory is not increased by it; our righteousness
doth not profit him; you can lay no obligation upon him ; none
but those you do some kinduess to, receive some beuefit from
you ; God’s glory is above all the power of the creature; he is
immense, and infinitely above all our.services, we cannot oblige
him.

(4.) There is no proportion between what is done and suf-
fered by us and the glory of heaven, for saith the apostle, I
reckon that the sufferings of this present time, are not worthy to
be compared to the glory that shall sbe revealed in us.” <]
reckon,” upon due weighing all things together, it is the result
of my judgment, there is no comparison between the one and
the other. When the apostle put them in the balance with the
glory of heaven, the afflictions of this present life were light and
inconsiderable. If sufferings, aflictions, and troubles are light
much more is our obedience. If a father should see a child write
a line after a copy, with an unskilful hand, and give him a twen-
ty-shilling-piece for that Wwriting, you cannot say this is a just re-
ward ; no, but from his father’s love and bounty. So God gives
us heaven for our service here, but there is no proportion between
our doings and sufferings and that exceeding eternal weight of
glory ; it is purely from gift and unmerited bounty : though it be
a reward in respect of order, given to us for sincere service, per-
formed to him. Now the papists do stand stiffly and confidently
for a strict reward : it is true say they, our works and services de
uot deserve heaven, but.the blood of Christ mixed with them,
may make them meritorions. If you should take the dust of
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gold and mix it with sand and say it is worth so much, it is not
the sand, but the gold that is to be esteemed and valued ; for the
mixture of the sand doth not make the gold of greater value : so
our works mixed with Christ’s merits are like gold mixed with
sand. And therefore heaven is given with respect to Christ’s
precious blood, and not to our merits. Now it is observable that
the papists, that build their hopes upon this fallacious and de-
ceitful ground, do also very congruously determine, that it is our
duty to live in doubt of heaven and salvation ; for they look upon
assurance as the effect of pride and rash presumption. So that
by their doctrine there is no solid hope of salvation. How much
better is hope and well grounded confidence in Christ, than
doubtful fear. Heaven is bestowed from the rich bounty and li-
berality of God : it is a reward that hath respect to the sincerity
of our service, and not to the real worth and value of it. For
heaven is u reward that is merited only by the sufferings and
obedience of our blessed Redeemer, who is the author of eternal
salvation, to all those that love and obey him.

CHAP. IX.

This rest is certainly reserved for the people of God ; hecause of the immuta.

. bility of God’s promise, which promise is agreeable to the general justice
of God, and his special love to his people. The divine power is their

‘ great security. Why it is not given till after a life of service. This me-
thod most honourable to God, because hereby he tries their faith and love:
and most comfortable to them.

X Shall now proceed to show you, that this rest is certainly re-
served for God’s people; and that I shall make apparent to you
from these following considerations.

- i. The immutability of the word of God, wherem this rest is
promised to his people. There are many promises in scripture,
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the .subject matter of which is this ; that there is a state of bless-
edness reserved for the saints. Rom. 2. 7. ““ To them who by
patient continudnce in well-doing, seek for glory, and honour,
and immortality, eternal life.” Thus the apostle expressly sets
forth this rest, which is a variation of it under several notions ;
and tells us, if we suffer with him, we shall reign with him. If we
suffer with him, that is, in imitasion of his example, and in obe-
dience to his commands, we shall then reign with him. Rev. 2,
10, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life.”” The heaven is not more studded with stars, than the
scripture with promises of this nature. Now it is true, before
the promise is made, there is an absolute sovereign liberty in
God, whether he will give such a right to the creature : but when
God hath made a promise, he doth (as I may so speak) make
himself a debtor to his servants ; though you must not take it in
a strict sense, but there is an obligation lies upon him to fulfil
bhis promise. 'The apostle when he gives you.an account of the
foundation of his faith says, *“For I know in whom I have belie-
ved ; and I am persuaded that be is able to keep that which I
have committed to him against that day;”’ that is, I know him
to be a holy and true God, upon: whose promises I have a blessed
dependance, they all being of infallible certainty. The truth of
it is, the word of God when it is once. passed, is a more firm assu.
rance to us, than we can have, that the sun will rise the next
day; a greater assurance is .given to us, than all this regular
course of nature, that is established by the works of his provi-
dence ; for we cannot tell when the course of nature shall have
its period. But we have a most uncontrollable assurance for
that, which God “ who cannot lie promised before the world be-
gan.” God-cannot deny the essential perfections of his own na+
ture ; therefore he will most certainly perform his promise. Up-
on this we may venture our hopes and our souls, as upon the
most calm and clear security : God hath promised it, aud he will
do it.

ii. Let us consider those excellent properties in the divine na-
ture which may still confirm our faith in the promise of God.

Ist. This promise of eternal life to his servants is that which
is consentaneous. to the general justice of God, * Say to the
righteous it shall be well with him, for they shall eat the fruit of
~ their doings. Woe to the wicked it shall be ill with him, for the

-
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reward of his hands shall be given him.” The general righte-
ousness of God hath so disposed the distribution of rewards and
punishments, that those that fear him, though indeed they can
deserve nothing of him, yet from his pure love and according to
his justice and righteousness they shall have a reward. The
wicked indeed, according to strict-justice, .shall be rewarded ; so
the apostle speaks 2 Thes. 1. 6, 7.  Seeing it is a righteous
thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble
vou ; and to vou who are troubled rest with us;”’ that is, accord-
ing to the holy and righteous nature of God. It is not according
to strict justice, but there is a clemency of God manifested in the
pardon of sin, and his admirable love and bounty in recompen-
sing the righteous: yet it is consentaneous to his justice that
those who serve him as sons do a father, he will spare them and
reward them.

2dly. It is according to his special love. It is not only from
general justice, but special love and goodness is the fountain of
this promise. Pray observe how God deals with his chosen peo-
ple ; the foundation of all his blessings is love, a love that is free
and unmerited, a love that is rich, and glorious, and liberal ; this
love proceeds from one thing to another ; God gives, that he may
give ; he gives his people grace that he may give them glory.
He begins the work of haliness in them here, he perfects the
work he begins, and he crowns the work he perfects and all from
free love.. This is the foundation of his promise, that love that
is rich and free and glorious, so that one mercy to them is the
earnest of another, and his promiaes are so concatenated that
where he gives grace he will give glory.

3dly. The divine power is our great secunty, that God can
and will accomplish those promises that he hath made to his
people. I .am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I
have committed to him against that day.” 2 Tim. 1. 12. What
is the depositum Paul commits to God? 1 know divines gene-
rally interpret it of his departing soul. A believer when he
comes to die, resigns up his soul (as his Saviour did) into God’s
hands. This seems not - to be the true meaning of the apostle
here, for while a man hath a soul living in his body, and in his
possession, it cannot suit with the notion of a depositum; for a
depositum is that which is out of my possession and committed
to the hands of another : therefore this depositum is the crown of
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life and glory which God hath promised to believers; a believer
trusts it with God. I have trusted my eternal happiness with
God, the crown of life I trust with him. He is gracious and
powerful, and can bring me through all the dangers and tempta-
tions and troubles of this present world to eternal felicity ; -al-
though they interpose between me and the divine world, and my
body must descend to the grave before I can obtain life, yet I
know divine power can raise me from the dead and bring me to
eternal life and glory.

- It-is an interesting inquiry, which next demands our atten-
tion ; why this rest remains, and shall be given us afterwards.
At present it is an unseen rest, it is above our reach, it remains,
saith the apostle, we do not possess it yet. Why is God thus
pleased to dispense and give us it? I answer;

1. In general; the infinite wisdom of God appears in the or-
der of giving; observe the expression of Paul, Eph. 1. 8. The
apostle in these words hath a respect to the particular foundation
of the gospel-covenant, the Lord Jesus Christ. God did in%
wise manner order that the honour of his justice might be secured
and yet his mercy advanced. The apostle, speaking of the for-
giveness of sins in the blood of Christ, herein appears saith he
the wisdom of God to honour his justice and heliness, and ad-
vance the riches of his grace; the wisdom of God appears in the
whole constitution of the gospel, in framing the covenant of grace
s0, that rest and blessedness shall be dispensed as a future re-
ward, to the people of God, that are obedient to the death: so
that as the combat goes before the trivmph ; and the race before
the crown, so a life of service and obedience always goes before
the eternal enjoyment of God above.

2. More particularly., It is that which is most honourable to
God ; and infinitely comfortable to his people. Honourable to
God ;

(1.) Ashe is pleased to honour himself, by the trial of their
faith, which is a grace of that precious nature and importance,
that the apostle Peter tells us, that the trial of it is much more
precious than gold. 1 Pet. 1. 7. How honourable is it to the
truth and power of God when a believer doth give credit to his
relation of the unseen world, firmly believing, that there is ano-
ther life after this ; another happiness that sense cannot disco-
ver; as firmly believing this as if he saw it.- What an honourable
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testimony is this to God, when his word shall be such a security,
that we can venture our all upon it! Abraham when he had gi-
ven such an excellent testimony of his faith, believing the promise
of God that he should have a son in his old age, though he was
dead in nature as to generation, it is said, he believed God
and it was imputed to him for righteousness : God esteemed that
as a noble testimony of his faith, and consequently rewarded him
for it. So those who are clothed with flesh, and are conversant
only with sensible objects in this lower world, when they can
give such credit to the promise of God concerning invisible and
eternal things, as to govern themselves entirely in their lives, with
respect to them ; this is giving God as much glory as we are able
while we are in this state.

(2.) For the trial of the truth and strength of our love to God,
whether we will prefer the enjoyment of him hereafter before all
the pleasure of this fading world. Love is best discovered by
comparison and choice : when things are presented to your will,
#hd you despise the allurements of the one, and chose the other,
this discovers love. There are in competition with you the va-
nities of the world gilded over, and very pleasing to sense; bus
God sets against them an everlasting reward in heaven, the en-
joyment of himself as our portion. Now when in the midst of
all these tempting vanities, I chose God for my portion (Lam. 3.
24.) though that choice divest me of all that fools admire, and
that carnal men choose ; it declares that my love to God is cor-
dial and real, is predominant, and hath a pre-eminence above
all other affections. How honourable is it to God, when the
creature loveth him above life, and all the comforts of life! God
reserves this reward then, for a trial of our love.

(3.) He is honoured by our sincere obedience. Did a present
temporal reward always attend holiness, who could tell whether
men served God for nought or no? You know the devil cast it
as a reproach upon Job, when God had hedged him about, and
given him a princely abundance, and he seemed the happiest man
in all the east ; as if Job’s obedience to God, was merely the ef-
fect of that temporal happiness he enjoyed. But God is pleased
to offer to us an eternal estate, and this estate is a future one,
and an estate that hath many incumbrances upon it, that must
be removed before it be enjoyed. Yon must pass through many
difficulties on’ the one hand, and on the ether; and you cannot
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come to it without dying; and whether it be a natural death, or
a violent one you cannot tell. Our obedience is from pure love
to his majesty ; for the rest that is in heaven, is the enjoyment of
the law of God : so it is pure love that can animate a christian
to despise all things in comparison of God. Now consider how
honourable our superlative love is to him. It is true it would be
equally bounty for God to take a person to heaven as soon as he
hath formed him; but it is more honourable to God, when we
have such a love to him. And hence it is most comfortable to
God’s people; and who would not choose such a way as doth
most clearly and undissemblingly express our leve to God ?

CHAP. X.

Application of the Subject.

How sad is the futare state reserved for God’s enemies. The false principles
and motives of their present peace: false apprehensions of the mercy of
God : future purposes! Plunging themselves into worldly business and
pleasures. A miserable state remains for them. They shall be deprived
of this rest; which alone will be very afllictive, because they shall perfect.
Iy onderstand what they lose; that this is owing purely to their owo folly,
for the sake of perishing vanities, They shall be in a state of positive
misery, directly contrary to the happy state of heaven; and an eternal
one.

IF there be such a rest ¢ remaining to the people of God ;’ we
may hence infer how sad is that future state that remains for
God’s enemies in another world. And these contraries being set
together will illustrate one another. O the heavy doleful state
that remains for those who are rebels against God! It is true,
here they may have rest ; they may be quiet and undisturbed in
their minds, and sleep seeurely in the very shadow of death.
But O the fearful awaking they will have when they come inte
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eternity! ~ O the strange convulsions of conscience then, and
those dreadful disorders and tumults that will be in their souls!
To make this more clear and affecting to you, I will a little
touch upon those false principles and motives of peace and rest
that wicked men have here, which will shortly all be taken away :
and then I will show you what a restless condition they will bre
in, in the next life ; what an incessant remorse will torture them
to the days of eternity.

As to the false principles of reason, there are some that are
very obvious and very necessary to touch upon. We find that
these two attributes of conscience meet together, a bad consci-
ence and a quiet. None more secure, none more undisturbed,
than those that are in infinite danger of ruin. Aund although
God tells us, there is no peace to the wicked, there is no solid
well-grounded peace; yet the scripture tells us in another place,
Deut. 29. 19. ¢ And it comes to pass when he hears the words
of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall
have peace though I walk in the imagination of my heart, to add
drunkenness to thirst ; the Lord will not spare him, but then the
anger of the Lord and his jealousy shall smoke against that
man.” .

1. I will show you a little the vanity of this peace. Now that
which lies at the bottom of all is this : they have false apprehen-
sions of the mercy of God. They have a false peace and we
cannot rob them of it, but whatsoever is spoken to them against
it, they notwithstanding still cherish it. It would be a great cha-
rity to rob them of this false peace; but they will flatter them-
selves, and say, God is infinitely merciful, and they hope, he will
not be so severe as preachers declare him to be. Nay though
the book of God hath threatening and thundering words against
the wicked, yet they are no more afraid of those threatenings,
than a company of boys are of their squibs and crackers which
- are of their own making. God is more gracious than he is re -
presented to us, say they; therefore they will put their souls to
venture. I shall only tell these deceived wretches, that though
they can never enough amplify the mercy of God, for it is infi-
nite ; let them remember, God’s mercy is a holy mercy, and a
just mercy: and there are other perfections. in God besides bis
mercy, aud that God will glorify his mercy in a way suitable to
his own nature, O vain men, never be bald upon this attribute,
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whilst thou hast the character of one of God’s enemies. Ob-
serve the Lord Jesus Christ, the meek Lamb of God, who was
made of love and mercy; observe what he saith to the pharisees,
which is applicable to all wicked persons, Mat. 23. 33. ¢« Ye
serpents, ye generation of vipers how ¢an you escape the damna-
tion of hell?”” With what zealous indignation doth he speak!
.Perhaps you may think you are not such sinners as the pharisees.
Do not deceive yourselves ; all that are unregenerate are a gene-~
ration of vipers, Rom. 1. 29. 30. Read that catalogue of sinners
being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, co-
vetousness, maliciousness ; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit,
malignity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, &c. Such as
these shall never enter into the kingdom of heaven. You think
you may obtain heaven because you are such as these; but see
what is written, John 3. 3. ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto thee; ex-
cept & man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Consider, I beseech you, in what a solemn manner our Saviour
speaks this to Nicodemus. This Christ himself the purchaser of
divine mercy hath assured us of. What a vain thing is it to be
at rest with false presumption, that a man shall do well because
God is merciful ; while he doth not believe what God declares of
his justice and holiness.

2. Another common motive of their rest and quiet is this;
press them to a speedy turning to God, then they will tell you,
that they will secure their title to heaven at some future time.
They think they have time enough yet: they will escape hell by
an act of future repentance. But O dread this and consider the
certain shortness and uncertain continuance of life! O remem-
ber if it please thy Judge, thy death is as near thee, as thy sin
that deserves it! Thou canst not have the least security that
thou shalt survive this sermon. Therefore to put off repentance
is such folly and stupidity that no man would be guilty of in a
temporal respect. Were ‘it not commonly practised, one would
think it so absurd a folly, that human nature were incapable of
it. We carry our lives in our hands as David speaks. ¢ There
is but a8 step between us and death.” If sickness should seize
you suddenly, how terrible would it be to have the first death and
the second invading you at once!

3. Another motive and Talse pnnmple is this; they plunge
themselves into ‘the business and pleasures of the world. « Into
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the business of the world; all their senses are abroad, - not so
much as one sense stays at home to consides their state. They
are never left at freedom to think, what their condition is.
Others are dipped in pleasures, and they follow the vicious stream
of their own hearts pleasantly and nothing disturbs them. It is
Jjust as when the wind and tide go together, the stream is calm

. and smooth ; so wltile their hearts, and the things of this world
join together, while the current runs one way, they are at peace.
But remember when the wind blows against the tide, all the
waves are tumultuous and impetuous, and break into rage. So
there is a time coming, when this world shall blow contrary teo
you ; then you shall be distressed ; then there will be time enough
for an uncomfortable remembrance of your folly.

These are some of the false grounds upon which men chensh
rest here, and will not be brought out of the possession of it.
But this will not last long ; you may please aud ravish yourselves

" with sensual delights and dreams till the justice of God awakens
you ; and in the next life there is nothing but sorrow and trouble
and anguish and vexation. There is no rest unless you can rest
in chains and flames of fire, and under the gnawings of gn eter-
nal worm and the everlasting wrath of God. If. you saw a per-
son upon a rack, his body stretched and tortured, and all his
bones disjointed; can such a one have rest? then you may have
rest in hell! Do you think that one who lies under the tortu-
ring pain of the stone or gout, and every pang cuts like the very
pang of death, do you think that such a person can take any
rest? All the parts of the body and all the powers of the soul
shall be tormented in hell: as they shall feel those tormentsg
fears, and sorrows, which shall. prey upon them in that endless
state.

Hence we may infer how mlserable will be the state of tbose
that are strangers and enemies to God. For the blessed rest is
only prepared for Ged's people, This inference is so well
grounded, that it admits of no doubt, as we find in Rev. 14. 13,
¢ And I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, write, bles-
sed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth, yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and their
works do follow them.” Where you see this blessedness is gp-
propriated to those that die in the Lord. From whence we have
this clear deduction ; * Cursed are those that die in their sins.”
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