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Eph. 5. 16. Redeeming the Time.

? HE Apoftle here gives many Leflons ; cxhorting 1. to lovey
) Walkin love, as Chrift alf batb loved us, 2. To fly fornication,
27 o . But fornication, and all wncleans(s, or covesom[nefs, let it wod
CYSW be once named amongft you, as becometh Saints. 3. Toavoid in=
A7"L)" timate, dear,or familiar converle with gracele(s men, Be moty
_ T B8 ye thereforepartakers withthem g for ye were Jometimes darkenefs,

S0 KPR® ) but now are you light, walk as Children of light. 4. To walk
R LSV CY ISR arily cxaltly,circumipe@ly, See then that ye walk circumfpedily,

mot as fools, but as wife, And this lat he amplihes frm!: an cﬂ':f&, which teftifics
a circumf{pe@, exa&, and acurate walking, to wit,Redeeming she time, &c,

" Iamonly to learn you fome part of this laft Leffon ; whercin you have 1.The
infiro&ion it (clf, Seetbat you walk circumfpeiily. 2. 'I_'h:. amplification of this in=
firu@ion; and that is cither from the reafon hin{ling to it, wot asfools, but as wifey
or from the cfeé teRifying of it, Redeeming the time. sy )

1. For theinfiru&ion it {clf,See thas ye walk :;rcumj}eﬁ{y,mﬁﬂ,_rxaﬂfy,__puqﬁ{y;
no word fits the Greek better thanthis; it comes of two words, g ™ &xe, gn
Bdiver, which fignifie to go tothe extremity of a thing = we.muft be willingto go to
tbe utmoft of every Command, To which purpole are tholc precepts, to be bot jn Re-
ligion, R“,& 36. to be zealows of good works, Tit, 2. 14. 10 be fervensin [pirit;
Rom.32.1%. to firive to enter in at the firast Gsse, Luk. 13. 24. wish an holy vio-
ence 20 lay bold upon the Kingdomof Heaven, Matth. 11,12, Bat thisis not the point

1 fhall now infili on. 18 1200

2. ‘For the reafon binding to it, not as fools, but as wife. 1t points ta. @s, that
exalinefs, or precifenefs inbolywalking is & fruit of true Wifedom. Luther brings in
the men of the World obje@ing againtt him, Nunz su folus (apis ? Nam folzsin Deo
places? What ? are you the oncly Wile man in thc World ? do you oncly plealt God ?
The anfwer was calic from this Text, that exad walking, ora fFricd converfarion; it

~$he fruit of Wifedom. Bat ncither is this the point thac I (hall infift on.

'3 - For the cffedt teRifying ofit, Redeeming the time, 1f | may open the words,
1. By timeis mecant oppertuiizy; which cither it taken for the. whole courfe of our
remaining lifey or for fuch and fuch particular occafions as God doth offer to this or
that particular duty 5 and both thefe may be underflood here: 2, By Redeeming the
time,1s meant cither the avoiding of fome hinderances, which would tike us off from
the o pportunity 3 or the recompencing of fome former unfryitfulnels , which hath
been in the former part of our life: or a gaining, ftreching, improving of time by
embracing all the occafions of doing all the good we cando : and we fhall difcover
anen, thatall thefe may be underfiood here. In themean time we lay down this
Pofitionasa nc:eﬂ‘uy,fundamntal,ﬁvzngc]icai truth,that sime muft be Redeerneid Look
toit all ye thatfear God ; hercin will your fpiritual Wifedom, and exa&@ walking
appear, cven in Redeeming the time.

In the profecution of this point, Ifhall 1.give youthe #» 3. The . a.The
#in’ And then come to Applic‘::ian. o . 7

I Th_u time muft be redccmed, the very Heathens confismit 3 *Twas the faying
of one Pitracus, one of the feven Wilc=men, yréadisuedv, knowp time 5 lofe wot a minure.,
Thesphraftus had anather {aying near to this, Symptusr pretiofiffimus tem pus : timé
is of previous coft, Pliny fceing buthis Nephew at kilure, taking fome tarnes in
his walk, Was fo very fri@, that he tells him, Now lices bas baoras perdere, be fhokild
wot lofe [o many precisms bomrs. When Tim.:i the Son of Fefpafian who teveoged,
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z Wedeeming the time,
Chrift's blood on j‘_!;#fshm. returned vi&or to Rome s Ty
had doneno good that day » he cryed out to his f:icnd'sm?;::bl:"f;';‘? “!'sht that
I'bave lof} 4 day ! Little do we think of lofing time, 2nd i nu:’thfs e Elh semt; O alas,
men without God and Chrifl, without Liw and ‘Gofpel, awishout all the. o iis!
of God and Chrift in Law or Gofpel, could fay thus m[:::l:l ho ont all the. promifes
judgment againft many of us 7 But we cite not them , as thou ‘T-; may they rife upin
Golhgs  their learnings the Apofiles themfelves give it us el b 6 Tc flood in need of
Heb. 3.13 .15 Wards them that are withons, redeeming thetime, and exhort aﬁ ;‘E: ;;, in f!_f;ﬁ_da‘m 20~
oo s, ludtody, 1 any ofyou be brdemd tbrongh e decifalneft of . AR gin, b
:ht.qai- : "”f‘"ﬁf d‘)’:_ ifye will bear bis voice, bardes nos your beart \ And o S50 w%;;.
" of your fojomrning bere with fear , forafmuch a s. And,pafs the time
- : : % % b a1 ye kuowp that ye gpere not redeemed i
corrmptible sbings,——bus with the pretiont blaed of Chrifl. . d. Chrilt redeenry
you, and therefore you had need 10 redeem the time.  For ;bt tpng aft '_:‘El “;I'“m:d
nom . & [ffce 3 1o bove wrowghe the will of the Gentiles.— (s shat 1,,,,,,5&{,5 Sy oy
Gat. :upp,:f, f;::fulmj:r }rgw;g.er ﬂn;fd rcliw;itnji of our rime in sthe flefh 10 tb: Ihﬂ:,::f mf:t |
: y iof God,——Ler us not beweary inwell-dii ‘ : ’
reapif we faint not ; as webaveisherefore appirr_,,ﬁ{y ) Iu”‘iﬁf:}: ::a:x;n E:fj; .:r. Joall
T IE _Hufam:~ﬁy_!ng_ upon thefe words, O'how fbore is this race of ‘my life } bow ﬁﬂ" it
Comicalum, 214 vimt wow in band? my fudying, preacbing, wriving, correding, readi nrh:r‘: ps
S s g g Sy (ke o
Jbn g . ticlads, to redéem the time? I anfwer, ‘it’ comprehiends thefe par-

- 5.-An avoiding any thing which would hinder us from taki :

youiask, ‘what ate thefe hiidmnc:s? Ianfwer, 1. 153::3:1 :EE::'?PE’;: t;m;y, I

not in fo firait a manner to be accountable for time. [tisa g::n:ral‘e 'in.l?rlrml .:’ :il;:'

groffcly ignorant, thatifthey can but pafs away in time withoat dnl‘: any harm

(as theyfay ) they are well enoughy as if no account of time mightbe ‘given at all:

they are ignorant of this principle, that they are 1o improve, and tor :Jém‘;’bn;,u: =

Bk 2. %0 - Slothfulnefs; this makes men heedlefs, or carclefs of their time: A< it iswith the flug.

medd B ;' ~ gard, Yefa fistle more fleep; a lissle more fTumber, a little more fol dulg of ﬁl,.‘?.m;lﬁ';
e fleeplSo itis with-the idle perfon, Let this bowr, and this day be [pent in doi 7 Nothi 2
" " O'themany golden hours, ‘andd ‘ Vot Siny 2 IP' RO
g ny g ’ ays, and ycars that many choufinds fpend, and yet
& cannot give the leaft accodnt wherein cither they have glorified God, or ferved th{'
generations. 3. Love of flefhly liberty: Alas, what care they for :'eﬂ:cm'n ti e

swho are fet onthéir lufts and libertiesto fin 2 All che ﬂﬁﬁ:; Ve 3 i nluﬁr] lﬁ

cat, and drink, and play : fenfual pleafuresare the whole fludy of thefe men, Fam!
;:R.““ but ¢njoy Eh‘-‘m > let tll::}: flip away as it will, they ncver re-

. ‘?‘“‘““‘P‘“fmﬁﬂf (ome former unfruitfulne(s = ¢54p2f5 hath thisinterpretati-*
on, itisa redeeming ( as it were ) of that jewel of time that hathbeen formerly loft
As a travailer that hath long ftayed st an Inne, when he finds the night c'nmrniné
upon him, he mendshis pace, and goes as many miles in an hour or two, as hc
did before in many. - This me thinks comes nearclt to the word Redimo, 1o
-redesn, ox tobuy back again.  Iris taken ( fay forme ) from the cufiom and pnéi;e
of wife Merchantsor Tradef men, who uie to buy their commoditics while fit time
of buying ferves, and while the market holds; and having haply had great loflcs,
or formerly fpent their time idly or unthriftily, they do by their after diligence feck
to redeem, and ( asit were ) to buy back again the time that is paft.

3. An embracing of all occafions for a&ting graces, and doing good; and thisagtees
with che seafon following, for the dayes are evil. g.d. Look to your fclves, for thelc
arc hardand difmal times ; now is much corruption, and great perfccution, and the
opportunity of good is cXceedingly firaitned; and thercfore it is very ncedful o catch
at time, and tolay hold on an oppostunity, both to exercife graces, and to be doing
asmuch good as you may, whilethe rime permitte th., Imuft work she wirks of bim

Youn g. 4. #haz fens me; whileiris day, faith Chrift, the night comesh when no man csn work -
&‘E"' 35 And, yet a liptle while and the light is with you, walk while ye bave the light, left dark-
110u  yuef come upon you = And Jas we bave oppertunity, let x5 do gosd Jenso all men, efpecially

20 them whe are of the boufbold of faith, Matk thele I'aﬁng!;. while it v alled #0 days

andwhils the tight is with yon 5 and while you brve appertionity. Thus you fec what i‘!Bii-

3.But

-



Redeeming the. time. 3
‘ 3. But why mult sime be redeemed ? what neceffity for that 72 Ianfwerem—t=
. In refpect of time patt,  Alas, many a goldep feafon haye we loft, how many
hours, and dayes, and months, and years have we (pent idly, and done iz tie good?
1s it not time then to lay hold of every opportunity to redegmtime paft? When God
brought us forth into this wnrlr_.-l, his commands were upoa us to wosk in his vince
yard,and o that purpofe he defigned to every one bis timesthus many dayes or months,
or years fhall you every one liveyand while you live beimploying thefe and thefe ‘f_ff-'i” 32t
is my command apin all the fons of men, inthefwear of thy face( 1. c. of thy brow , or :
of thy brain ) fhalt thow e bread, till thow retsrn unto the grwfugi;agd why thendoye Gen, 3.19s
ftand all the dayidle? whyarey: not in the works andefpecially inthe werk of tbe Lora?
Now if this be fo, that there 1s fuch a command, and that we have broke this coms
mand at fuch a time , ard (uch a time, is it not our duty, and is there not caufe to
redeedn the time? A fellow that hath loytered a great part of the day in his bulinefs,
and yet muft needs tinifh his work, will h.° not toyl and (weat at it towards mght?
will he not double his pains, and put all bis firength to it # So we, having not oncly
been flick in our butinc{sabout Gods fervice, and flow in the way towards Heayen,
Lue cven for many yeares having perhaps run in a quite contrary courle, and donc the
Devils work, how fhould we now towards the night of our natural life, and in the
conclufion of the fhort {pan thercof, fpare no paines, double our diligence, prefs hard
to the price of the high calling with an holy kind of violence, lay hold upon the
Kingdom of Heaven, with all zeal, courage, and refolution labour toredeem palt, be-
caule iris paft? Thes our reafon. w3
2. In refpe@ of time pretent : Itis bura moment on which depends eternal blifs
or woe, if we have lo#t cime patt, and if we do lofe time prefent, we may be undone
for ever. lathis refpect may we fay of time, as Beaz faid to his kinfman lconcerning
Ruib, If youe will redeem it, redeemit : never think of redecming it to mortow, or the Ruth
other day, or hereafter 3 for no time is properly yours but the prefent time.  Bebold ¢ %%
now it 1he accepted times bebold mow is the day of falvation : now while I am fpeaking
and you hearing; now cre the night be done or the next day comes on. Qh why thould
we trifie away the time which is properly ours, and promifc to our felves great things
in a time which is none of ours 2 When Chrift mourned over Fersfalem he bemoans it
thus, If thew badft known yeven thou at leaft in this thy day, the things belonging te
thy peace = So may I mourn overyou, if thou hadft known, cven thou at left in 1his
thy day : when's that ? while Minifters call and you hear, this is your day ; and there-
fore he that never heard cffcGually, et him hearnow ; it is now high time 0 awake
out of that curfed (ccarity wherein you lie 5 the Lord is now come near, Chrift Jefusis .
calling,mercy is intreating,and wifedom iseven hoarfe wich crying after you,if you lofg
this time, this hour of grace, who knows whetler ever you fhall enjoy fuch angther
fcafon? Oh take time by the forchead ! poff eff sccafio ealva;it will be too late foon.Now
the Lord calls, and now it concerns us to bellirr. our felves upon thefc grounds.
1. B:caule now are evil dayes 5 the very reafon in the Text ; thefe are the lafi times
which the &poftle calls perillous times ; and why perillous 2 For men (ball belepers o
their owa [elvess covetons, beafters, promd, blafphemers, &ec, One would think it ra=
ther an Hiltory than a Prophecic of our dayes, Oh is it not time now; if ever, to .
reedecs the time,”
2. B:caule now are dayes of light : notwithflanding the cvils of fome or moft in
comparifon, yet many glosious truths do now appear : the Devil, I know, now brings
forth his ware, but withal God fs now a communicating many bleffed truiths, Inrc-
fpe of us, our fathers before, and fince the Reformation were in great darknefs 3 the
candle of God now fhines upon this Nation with cxtraerdinary light: And what then ?
Why thercfore it concernes us toredeem thetime :  Thisis the Apoftles argument, The 58,14 1c.
time of this ignorance God winks at but now be commandeth every man cwery where to
repext. This isanother reafon, : {
3+ In refpe of time to come & I fhall inftance onelyin time of death, and time
ot judgment,
I. Deathisat hand,and then we caanot redeem the time : So the Iirc:_ch:r, iﬂ"“&' Ecclef, 9. 10:
Joewer tby band ﬁmfn’b to doey, doeit with thy migbt,_ for there is no work ; nor devicé,
nor Rnowledge, nor wifedom in the grave whitber thow goeff. q.d, If there be any thing
to be done, ifthere e any duty God requires, doe it in life, for when death fhall
come there fhall be no more preaching, p;ying, hearing, The grave cannos Pnt;{'c 1a.3848.15%
' ibee

Lulk. 19, 42«

Tim. 3.1, 26
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thee, dedth canmat celebrate thee, they that go dows into the pi W
the l_iﬂgg,lb:ﬁpin; beflsll praife H;:u, s f doshis day, pit cannot bepe for shy ivup;
2, Our doom fog ctermit y of joyes or woesdrawes on : :
door. Then Iam fure, account muft be given fortime | a5 ;Tlfi; f?:r:dal"ls:rzin T:. the
Come, will Chrift fay, givean accomuntof thy fewardhip | of all s i v trfb Ings,
andof every miment of vime i bow didjt thou fpend fuch a dry, fuch a Sﬂﬁhm’; wtﬂtﬂh
_ Juch aday [pent finfully, or very unprofitably, -and was it ever redecpsed? H“_E.su not
fon indeed to force on us this duty. Butof this and other scafons I thall fpe:k a rea-
the motives, when I exhort you toit. PesX Ore 1n
Ue.1. ro::f::l::hen, is it {o, that time maft beredeemed ? this may reprove (everal forts of pere
1. The idle sthat are fo far from redeeming time, that iele .
time, ‘Tnis was the fin of Sodom, pride, fuiu‘eﬁr of b ,-M:f,.ﬂ::; ’,:'f, MELT:‘“:}II d:"ﬁ“ﬁ
mas inber,  Give me leavea little to lay open this tin, Surely chis fin is th ;m’&f
tain of all fins; by domg nothing we (hill be ture to learn how to doc il I:E' ﬂ;_m.
of Rome, tnat during the time tj their Waws with Cartbage, and ﬂihc; f-‘m::: ad
Africa, they Knew not what vice meant ; but no fooner had,lhq got the co o :-i“
than through idlenefs thiey came toruin. Rult youknow. will fret into the un&: t
JTron, ifitbe notufed s fovice will infect the bedt heare, if given toidlenc(s SitI fi!t
mg Watcr is fooncer frozen than the running ltream ; -and he that fitcech is n:;nr:‘fnh-
Je& to flcep than he that walketh 3 fo theidle manis far more fubjeét to tempt tl_l .
than he that is profitably exercifed. Idlcnefs is the Devils fpecial opponunitp -I mg
we havean milance in David's idlenels, who at, that time, was ¢t on by the Dre:ri??g
commit other fins of Adultery and Murder, But thisis a fin that very boyes in Schools
can declame againfty and if it wexe not that I fee many amongft us (pend -their rime
fo very unprofitably, Ihad not once named it. Oh think of1c ! Ifa Malter (hould
fet & bight upon a Candleftick, and give his fervant food, and time, and all things
convenent wherewith to work, yet when he comes to fee if his task be finifhed E:
finds that the meat is wafted, the time is ended, the Candle to the very focket burned
and little or nothing of the work is furthered, how would fucha fervant exc: fe hime
{ef unto his Mafter ? And isit'not fo with many ofyou ? God hath given you meat;
drink, and timé 5 he hath given you Candie; Fire. and matter; but what have m:
done ? Is not the lamp of your life 'almoft confumed, and yet you have {mt
Marth. 20.6, finithed the weork that was given you to doe # Ob why fland  ye bere all she
day idle? _ ‘
2. The voluptuous : thefe mifpend their time as ill as the former, They rake
Jobzr13, 13, £he timbrel and barp and, vejoyceat the fomwd of the organ shey fpend their dayes in mirsh,
They walte the fat and marrow (asit were ) of precions time, even the lower ui'
their age, in froth and folly.  Lord, that men fhould live upon earch,as Liviathan m
the Sea, onely to take their fpore and: paftime thercin ! We have {een the fad Caras
firophe of fome who have led fuch lives; and I believe fiill there isageneration of
men, that except they be continually exercifed in variety of pleafurcs, they are fore
troubled with time; what elfc is the meaning of all thofc paffe-times ( as they
call them ) but oncly a concatenation of fuch delights . as pleafe the ficth,
that time may not bero tedious wearifame unto them ?  Little doe thefc men
Prefens tempus confider that faying of Chryfofome, Theprefearzimeir nityfsr meleing into mirth,
non cffundendi bset for Lamensation and mirkining ; th: Divid omits no time to biere you, for bekuowes
g, fod i Dot aime icThbpe's Billis be Laying bis fnaves o imtrap mensfouls s bogoes abous like
bulariorumSe, .. howas s b d d i g L :
Chryf.m cop. TOSTING Lion to agevour 5 be To0ars , ok furl_u Jand flifpes on fire agasuft your §alvas
tiony and ok you fit Rill]-and-Jovially jeft it ou: Hark in yoar cars! the prefeat

Ezck. 16,

Ser. 17, time is not for mrith, {aith Chryfoftame ; no, no, the prefent time is for vertuous
actions, to do the great bufincfs torwhich you were born, to mourn, 3ad forrow,
and fue out your pardon, and not to fpend it in jollity, and flefhly delights. If a con=
demtned man had rwo or thiee dayes granted him tafucout: his pardon, werethata

Gen. 2. 17,  time for pleafire and fports ?  Surcly the fergence of death isupon.all flefh; In

- the day thatthox eateft thereof thow foslf furely die g onely alittle uncertain time i
ranted to fue out our pardofl in €ne nams of Cariit : why then doe you flip away your

fime finfully, and will not redeem it? \ _
" 3. Thegodly themfelves: Alss, the béftate fhort in chis duty of redeeming ¢be
t “tyme
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gime. Did not the Lord complain

——r

againft his own pi:bplc, the Stork inthe Huz}‘é!']‘t £ 87

i ' ud the Swiutlow obférve
b ointed times 3 andthe Turtie, and the f,‘ram, a , »
‘l::'::::‘ :} :ffir coming, :ut my peaple Ruow ot the judgment of :ﬁf Lu_fd. q.;mn_g_
z;od'mwn people doe not {oimprove, as they ought, thofe many Bracious (@ifons

_which the Lord affords ghem.
11:2:;:5 :P:ncul we all ftand gutity !

() the omiffions of Duties, and commiflion; &F
of how many good hours have we been 11 Huss

t need foreckon Wp our times ot infancy when we knew nothiag,
b::i;ihlil?;;lozuwhcn we knew vtfy little, norofyouth when we knew not mucK
nf that we ought to know ; but lince our riper years, yed fince ;h: time of otir re-
< eracy, how prodigal have we been of this precious commodity offi‘ﬂff? thofe ‘hﬁ_t
E:: cxaé} diaries can cafily tell you, fuch au bowr loft, and fuch an &nﬂ: ill fpent | thjf
; pjdjd tittle grod, andtbeother. day I finned againt my God.. 1€.1n thiscafe | rﬁhf
{O;k out my own experiences, 1 muft nceds acknowlcdge chat'mii y and many a
d’: (1 have loft fuch and fuch an opportunity, and now thit evil days come thick uf_)-._
-nn?mt wherein I would gladly redeem my days, 6h how flow and backwatd am |
as yet ;n this Heavenly Duty | My dear brethern, I {hall not oncly reprove you, bl.'lt
myyﬁ:lf i this: O wby ars thou fo dull, snd lifilefs, and beavy, O my foul? Awake,

awake! firrup thyfelf, and wirh vedowiled diligence fall to she work of redeemi

ng time,

while yet the time, tbe day, the feafon, the opporisnity of grace, of Heaven, or of Sala

wation lafterb,

2. Mulissme be redeemed? why then let mie exhort you by the mttlr._m:fs and' gen- Uft 3.
ﬂtn;ﬁ of Chrift to be ia the excreife of this Duty, Oh redeems your time ! avoid all

hinderances that would take you off : recompence your former unfruiglu]ncfshy
:l;;:&d:::g:ﬂ:e s embrace all occalians of a&ting grace, and doing good. 1 might d:_{atc
on all ih-te particulars; but I fhallcontra@ all in chefe very words, Redeem the vinte,

b redeem yoser sime,

The mouwves befides the former reafons may be thefe,

. T.meis everon the wing, and: fayes for nommn. The Sc_rlfp!:urc is very full
nf:hi:f fc meet with many li:'ni]itudt! hinting at the fudden, invifible motion of

ime. M es are [wifter thena poft,’ they fly away ythey are pa
}‘:;?: Sbipi,? the Eagle that baftetb to the prey.  Scc how Fob her

iffed away as the

db'- 11- 1“.
¢ multiplies cnm-I e

parilons, that if we will not learn by the firft, we might leam by afecond, orby a

third : Gec we to the land, ‘and thefe we fee rime on the fpur,

in the fwift riding

poits goe we to the Sea, and there we fee time upon the wind, in the fwifc failing

Ship; goc weto the airey and there we fee time upon the wing,
Eigle. " Hence the Ancients emblemy'd 1ime with wings, as ifitw

i the [wift fiying
cre not oncly rup-

ning, or failing, but flying.. Ohhow {aditis to fee mén live as if time had lcaden

heels, and not {wift wings 5 or as if

gone. Benotdcceived, you that are weary of sinse, either
will one day cry our, What bath pride profited us? or what go
vannting brought s ? Allthefe things ave paffed away like
\piffeth by 5 or .as G Ship j——r a5 a Birdy -z or g

we, &c.

2. Astimeis fwife, foour time is fhort.
fwift motion, but of long continuance ; but
véutbians propounded divers cafes of confcience, after fome
them in this ; Butthis Ifay, brethren, thetimeis flaore ; or
to Sea-feaving men that have almoft done their Voyage

Time was in the beginning of the
Nature livea matter of fix, or feven
hath fo caft out the tiche of our age,

ready tofirike ail -we have but a lit
an Ell, aSpan, an Inch , a Point ? And is

time ?

3. Timeisnot onely fwift and fhort, but nothing,

parfon:  As fome creatures arc
What is the Ant t6 the
the whole’ body of the Eay

Elephant ; .or the Shrimp to the Whale
th to the body of the Heavens 2 So
to all timeand 4! time 5 as nothifg o Eternity,

time would any time fay our leafure, andnot be
now fedeem ir, or you
od bath ricbes with sur
afbadow, and z; Poff tha Widd. 5. 8,9
$ an Arrow 5 — eyen fg 10.1,12413.

The Heavens indeed are faid to be of
cur time is otherwife, When the Coe
anfwers the Apoftle gives
timeéis cut off :_ healludes
> and begin to friks fail, SoF7 19
World that men might fay, 1 may, by courfe of . \
» or eight, or nine hundred years; but now God
that o foon as we begin our Voyage, we are
tle rime ; If 1 fhouldmealure it out, whatisit but

it not time then to redeem phe

1 fay a very nnthing in come-
faid to be nothing in comparifon gf othess.
what is

‘ IS our i7me 3 nothing
David that found out 3 fhort di

Ba , menlion

A
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Pl ;9.5

PLlgs. 1. tite will have anend, this Sun will go down at Noon, and fet uponour heads. T6is

inenfidn of his rime confidered abfolutely , orinit felf, Bebold thy e o Aeea
as an band-breath ; yet he could find oug no dimention - litcle et:afagi}'n:;‘:‘ ;:{? f)n
compared with God, Mine age is as noshing beforethea. 'Gnd's being :anlitl: o
Eternal now 5 but mans #ime is divided into palt, prefent, aid to come sthree nntl:l'l vy
which being added together amouat in the total to this Sum,’ Mise g ir & m::g%
beforethee, Oh that we would confider of this Imgu:'éc of the Hn?y Ghott l’wm
it not enough, think you, toput uson this Buty of improving and tradin 'm;r nﬂz
while the time is u:;,rsi_and w:iﬁ;his fhort time lafteth ? ¢ o

_ 4+ Though timé be {wilt and (hort, and as nothingin comparifon, yet is it a co;
modity more precious than the Gold of Opbir; If h-.:grcin we E:ig:h'tnhiitllus{;tszf?sm‘
utter themfelves, Oh what would they (ay ? or what would they give for a hittle 2‘
that little time they had on carth?Ifthe Lord by Diviae and Extraordimary difpenfation
would buc grant them one months time to come hicheragain, and to make a new
trial, do you think they would not prize this gunt:“ would they not citeem that
lietle thort Golden feafon of grace at an high and mighty rate # Would they not make
ufcofevery opportanity to lay hold of Heaven, and Io cfcape thofe fires wherein
now they arc burning, frying, and flaming ? @ yes! if you would then tem
them , faying, Come, [pendibis bowr merrily; would they notanfwer ; alas, we ﬁﬁ
éu: one montbs time o live bere in this World, and then e muft eitber o Hm!‘t again
or if we improve our timewell, we mxl¥ to Heaven; and what? [all we trifle ap :
shis time of trial and of gracein offending God? foall we caft away our Souls again ?a
gratific you,or topleafe onr own flefh, for [5 little & time a5 we bave wow to live > Ob God
forbid! avoid Satan | avoid all Temptations | welcome now all 1hofe mefJengers of Hea-
2én that will bring us the glad tidings, the tenders,sbe offers of Chrift and of Salyse
tion! let not one ]fnd' in the bour-glafs run , but les us be doing fime good 3 let 1his houy
be [pent in prayer, and the next in meditation , and the next in bearing of God's Werd,
and the next in the exercife of this and that grace and fo en 3 but not one bour infix, Why
furcly thus would]thcy prize and improve tbe time, that know by wolul experience
what it is to lofc ¢he time.And by this we may guefs the worth of #ime; oh it is pretious
fo pretious that if all the Earth were tumed into Gold,it could not purchafé one mie
nute of it. Me thinks this motive {hould work, and now that we have alittle time, it
fhould prevail with us to redeens the time, ” . ’

5. Our timehath been a very finful time.  Ah my brethren, think over your Tgi
norance, unbelicf, worldlinefs, covetoufnefs, pride, malice, lufts, lukewarmnefs,
fmpatience, difcontentednefs, vain-glory, f¢if love, wandring and wicked imggina«
tions : in a word, all your pollutions, diftempers, efirangednels from God in the
time of your unregeneracy ;3 oh were not thefc finful, abominable, and rebellious
times ¢ or be it fo that your gracious God hath {ince thofe times wrought in you cf-
fe@ually his faving grace, have you not fince then loft your firft love, or ac leafk
grown rémifs, andcold, and lukewarm init 7 Say then, fpeakout your hearts and
téll me; is it not time now to remember from whence you are fallen, and to repent,
and to do your firlt works? Blefled Mr. Bolton hath a faying, that if it were poffible
shat any sancomfortable paffion were iucident 1o a glovified Sainsin Heaven, be would be
forry, and tranfported with extream anger and indignation againft bimfelf that be was
siot & meer greedy ingroffer ( as it were ) and improver of time for doing excellently upon
Earth, and that every bour, ¢fpecialy after bis Converfion, was net Crewned with foms
rare and moreremarkable exploit, with fome more [pecial and noble [ervice for 1he glori-
fying of that moft bountiful and ever-bleffed God, who baib now bonored bim with- fiech
snfpeakable glory intoe Kingdem of Heaven. Butifno fuch paflion is in glonfied Saints,
{ am fure we haveall caufe cnough to loathour felves in cur own bight for eur int-
quitics, and for our abominations. O comc, let this be a mt tive to (pur uson,and
%0 quicken vy in this duty of Redeeming she time, becaulc our dayes were evil,

6. The Scriptures fpeak of a remarkable fet time of grace, a time of vifisation, Luke
10.44. 4 time of Salvation, 2 Cor, 6+ 2. a time whileft God may be fourd, Plal.32.6.
a time when be bblds out the Golden Seeprer, Either 5.2. 2 time wherein the Fountain
runneth, and the fpirit proclameth ; Ho, every on thas thirfleth come ye 1o the Waters
I1.§5. 1. Thus Jernfalem had her time 5 and all the feveral Churches in Afis ha
theirtime 5 and now England, Scotland, and Ireland have their time; and if we
mif-improve thistime, and walk unworthy of shis grace and Gofpel of Chrift, rhx
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& o will bear myvoice bardex not yoar bearts, faid God to Iricl 5 bue they hard-
:l:ﬁtgt‘iﬁ‘ hearts, lnd{hcnfm: God fware to them iﬂ.bi-’w”? et 14ty Jorudd ue.
wer enter into bis refee  Ifitbe (o with us asit was with Ifraelin the wildernefs, we
doe not koow but this very day the Lotd may clap an Oath upon our heads, that we
fhall never enter into his reft.  Oh then that we would learn of the Ant, that gas
thereth her meat in the Summer-time ! Oh that while we hﬂc_‘th’ls _T_lm'-'.ﬁf ‘“_‘-‘f_n
we would redeem the timein praying, reading, hearing, meditating, and tréalurio,
ap the things belonging to our peace ! This cime is a fct-time thae haflens away:an
wecannot with Fofrea,bid the Sun ftand fill.  Othen let us {ay,This is on? time,and
sherefore what we will do for our Souly, wewill do it wow. Surcly better it Is 10 xc-
deem ir now, thanto wifh in pain and rorment for the time again whenitis pafk
. . 3 L iy 1
wtmﬁ::imq is 2 coming, Yyea itisnear, even at the door, when time fhaH be

nymeore.  This is the voice of the feventh Angel, And the 'A"S‘“’l'“‘!’}ﬁi'ﬂnding s ;;
J

upon the Sea and upon the Earth, _liftedup bis bandse Heaven, and [wa re 8, bim thas
Jiveth for ever and ever that there fhould be sime nolonger, Who wasthis ? a man ? no,
andngels and what, did he fay 1t ? 1o, be fware it ¢ how fware it, by himfel? no,
he (ware it by birk thatlives for ever : and what # that time fhould be lircle ? ‘no, it
fhould be no longer, time fhouid be no more. Needs mult cthis tine come, that hath
a1l thefe circumitances to confirm it,  And what ifthis rime (hould come even in your
sime? what if now the feventh Angel (bould liftup his hand to Heaven, and take
this Oath 2 If this sinse be far off as to the general Judgment (which I cannot thipk)
yet fure I am, and without all peradventure, that it is not far off to thee and me, It
may be before this year, this month, this week, ‘thisnight be dont, that God may
fayto his Angel,Goto fuch a manand fuch a woman, I will give thein no more time;bring
them bither ,and bere let them give an sccount what they bave done with all their time ,for
I muft bave a reckoning of all time paff.  And then comesin, Imprimis, fo much time
in Drinking and Revelling 3 Item fo much time in Idling, Sporting, playing, &¢. Ob,
will God {ay, were thefe shings I gave you time for ¥ no, no, it was for Heaven and Sal-
vation you badyour time; andif that time bemif-impreved, away, away time, andnow
euter Eternity wpon thefe Somls.. s not here a motive to make us look aboutus? Oh
my brethren, now, now if ever,  redecm the time +, *for anon time will be guhq,', and
then fucceeds cternity, cternity, cternity, :
But what are the means for redeeming time 3 ¥ anfres, e e ; :
They ase fo many, that I may have notime to enurherate’ the Patticulars; thall
we infiance in fome ? you muft pray, read; hear the Word, meditate, and watcho-
Ver your hearts with extraordinary induitry 5 mertific your members which are upon
the Earth, aspride, covetoufnefs; lufts, €-c. grow up in grace, clear up your cviden-
ces againft that day when all fhall fland naked before thar great and glotions Judge,
©c. And thefe, and all other Duties ( of which anon ) muft be done while the day
laficth. Here'sagreat work, and a Jittle rime 5 doth it not contern you to betlir
your felves ? Ifa man have much to write, and but a litcle Pager to wriré on, he muft
wiite {mall, and thick, and clofe as ever he can : So muft you do. ] veriy believe
there's not onc Soul amongft us but he may find out hundredsand thoufinds of finsto °
sepent him of 5 be may find out many and many a Pasticolar Daty that he fhould bé
exercifed io from morning to evening, and from evening to mornipg; fo that tis a
wonder how he can (parc any time at all for any thing clfe.  Well then, up and be
doing 3 lofe not a minute, but be in the ufe and exercife of fome of thefe Dutys!
Thete are the mcans, and in the _!lﬁ: of thefe means you ‘nay ( by the Lords help and
race concurring ) redeem your time, ' e
One Obje@ion I would semove. It.may be the day of grace is dowe, the gate of mercy

ii-;db!rendj fouts and if fo 5 bow is it poffible for me to vedeems the time? [ ane
e —

-1. By way of Conceffion. I belic

ve thére is a day of i -
~fet, it will never, never rife again, re is 2 day of grace indced, and if that Sun

If thes badpt kmoron, evewsbonm at lealt in this thy

day, she things belonging e thy peace, but now are they bid from thire eyes, g. d. Now. Luk15. 43

- is the gate of mercy (hue, there is no means of Salvati
_ ) | 1s of grace or Salvation for ever hereafter to
be hoped for, . "As there is no Market or Fair-day that lafteth alwayes; ift;'; CT&“‘
tsy will not come in, the Tradefoman will ac laft pur ap his wares : So the Lord’s
.C ;

flanding

| -



X Wedeeming the time.
ftanding may beopen, and his t'hgp_ fee wide for fuch ﬁ“‘*"’*’f A TR i
will not come in, and buy without mopy-and withour Puflc:”f;:l& ;til]lln::hﬁut sf Smgl_:
Wart_sr ( a]lhi':i jewels of gE\:c ) and then be gone: Fi ok put-upthis
2. Though it be truc that there isa day of prace.a BT FsBued
otk of us the Minificss ofChrifl,we canmgﬁm,;fi‘ﬂ_‘:‘;‘ifi ;::E‘f;, yet in ge-
AR 1 7o live we call (Ll ob repentlob vedeem your time'l mayadd,in :ﬂ'pc Silpons m:’:’?ﬁ:-’*_ yat
in you to kytow the times and feafons which God bath pus in bis own Pd;srtr. oy t;; is not
mandement of Faith fianding in force on you [y long as you dive; and theiefo coms
are ﬁiil to InoI::tu h};ﬂgt Du :I}r of redeeming the tisme, %5 Ice you

3. It may be t ;I], 4 iinighh this Sﬂ!ﬂﬂn. A .... VA ' 4
grace, Hecarken!is not Chrift’s Spirit new a knocking? jz :ﬂf’éﬁl’,ﬁ bl:ir:ﬁ:tg“ )
offcring mercy to thy Soul 2 O ye fois of men that bave mif -improved your time, l:; k2
#om ai leaft in this your day be wife to Salvation? why mow 1 call 20 your bearts: 5
T commandyou b0 open yomr everlafting doors, that 1, tbe King ofGlory, mayicome ity o
!" $his h the Fine of ffp.:’“! Come, give me your bearts, and now redem‘tﬁe time A'i: ! :
away with all objeGions, fcruples, cavils thatmay hinder this Daty, aid how, evey
now;hearken ta this yoiceef Chrilt,or of the Spixis ofChrifl, that yous Souls thay live;

Ufe 3 3+ Mufk time F’f redesmed? Thenlfor fomeR ules o1 Dire@ions how we muli redeem ir.E
. Rule 1, A vogd we every thing shar would binder ws from taking the eppors it s
What tholc things are you have heard before ; asignorsace, floth, and love -gf

ﬂ_fa‘l? liberty. Many other payticulars might be cnumeraged - but:chictly and efpes

cially foregoe we thefe. ant : : pes

Rule. 2. If._cpem we of all furmer mif-improvings of aur time. Thercis no other wa
nl_':l\_ll recompenfing former unfruitfulne(s but by repentance and after diligence. Thil;
is the fcond rable after thipwrack; in thisway we may gedeem, or bisy backiagain the
nm:ft?ﬁt is (p) I’;ﬁh The very w{t;ln; ;i:tfipif}:mig fignitics 45 be wife sgein, after 2 ll~8uu: fort
mer follics. Oh thatever any fhould be fo unworth | : e
den Rule. i _.Y e worthy as todetry this gudl:v Gofpel Eﬁl-

Rule 3. Livewe every day as if evevy day were the laft day we bad-20Jive. This Rul
or dixcéion is{o comprehenfive, that 1mulk needs break if into particalars. Su ¥
pole then T were to begin chis day,and that I Iook't on this. day as the laft day of my-
life, how fhould I xedesm my rime; or fpend thisday.? Ianfwer.~— : K}

AN Nl fiz(t and morning-thoughts fhould be.on God, or on fomething in order to
5 ::a;ﬁ his lervice. My Soml waiterh for the Lord more than they that watch for the Motn-
P, 59 i, ing——0 Lﬂ_“g be gracious tome, Ipave waited for thee, bethou myarm every More
Phl. 92, 1,2, MWHE.~ I will fing of thy power,Iwill fing aloud of thy mercy in sby Morning.—— It it
Plal. 139, 17. good togive shauks uuio the Lord, andtofing praifes unto thy name, O moft bigh, to frew

. forth thy loving kindnefs insbe Morning.———How pretious are thy shosughs wvtome O
- o Geods when 1 awake, | am fill with thee, Now thefc Morming-thoughts may be

1. 26. fpent cither in 2 way of Meditation, or of Prayer; and my Dadies licin both.

2. I fhould meditate. I fball not determine whether Momning or Evening may be
more fuitable for fer,dcliberate,and folemn medjtation ? onely this I affirm, that eis
ther a folemn, or an og¢cafional meditation is a Morning-duty. In fome fore medi-

Pal. 5.1; 2.3. tation and praycr fhould ever go togethex 5 and Dayid thus couples them, Give ear
to my words, O Lord, ”ﬂﬁdé" my meditation, bearken 10 the voige, of . my cry, v My
voice fhalt, thyw bear in :;&: Morming, O Lord, in the morping will I direéi my prayer unta
ibee. Now thef¢ Morning-meditarions ( if occafional or ¢jaculatory ) may beon fuch

- Objesasthefc. . . |

1. Upon my firl ,wz}:inlg I may. think on that Morning of my Refurccéion, whea -
the Lord ‘'will awake me ftom the dutt ; itis but a while nll the trump thall found,
Awake, and fing ye that dwell in the dult, for.1ky dewis as 1be dew of berbs’y and tbin

Sball the earih ca}{nut ber dead. A ;

3. Ugon fight of the Morning-{un T may think on that Sun of Rightcoufne(s that

enlightens Heaven. TheSun that fhines on” me was only created for this nether

- World, and yet how glorious is it ¢ ©h then what lightis thesein that Cicy above,

Re, 23,23  that bath o need of Sun, ox, Moon, or Stgr; fonthe glory of Goddosb lighten s, and the

Lamb is the light 1heredf, : | o
3. Upon the putting on of my apparel I may think on that gument of Righte

oufnefs wherewith my foul either is.or foould becloathed,  Alas! whatis this m_:_‘f;
' - war

-

IE- llyt lﬁ'r



- - g

Redeeming the time.

e

0P

ward Robe buta Rag, orat beft an excrement of dead worms, of which 1 have Icle
geafon tobe proud 2 Butmy Souls Robe isas. a gatment cut ouk ofthc.Som, "and! put
upon me. Andthereappeared a great wonderiin Heaven, a womanw ﬂ‘fnhd nu_{# ‘the
Sun.Oh that I may be cloathed with that Sun »f Rightcouflnefs, or wich that. Right-
oufnefls ofcheSon of God, that Imiy appear beforeGod as | amiin him,pureand (pofiefs.
I thall not, inftance in any other obje&s.of my Mosnings meditation y onely if'l find
my {pirit moft a&ive and fit for meditation at fucha time, J(hould then go omyaad
fpare more time for fer, deliberate, and folemn meditationds | 12007 5 © whas 1
2. I thould pray ; and to this Duty / may joyn thc teading of the:Wordy That

b

_thisis a mornings Duty the Scripture is exprefs : Juthe Aorningwill I direld myiﬁdi Plal. <. 5.,

Rew i &

ger wnto thee, and will look up.—— And in sbei morning fiall my prayer prevens Phal, 8513,
17

2h6t, e And cvening,. and morning, and st noiw il Ipray, andcrie aloxd, land be Pil 53,

Jball bear my voice.  Itis true, that Prayer: and reading. of: the Word are two
diftin& excrciles, yet that they mutually help one apother is moft manifest, and cons
fequently ase fit 10 be joyned togezher 5 for the word minifters matteg of prayer,, and
is the ground of our petition, ‘who have no promife to be heard, unlcls we ask at-~
cording to God's word, 1 Fob. 5. i4: And the fitne(s of the morning for thefe ex-
excifes is evident, pot only becaufe the firlt of time belongs untaGod,. but alib. the
heast being then mofi free trom worldly thoughts, it is therefore fitceft for Boly, exe
crcifess and withal, when in the beginning of the day the heart of man .is {eafoned
with Holinefs, and with the fear of God, he fhall find himfelf the better fitted to
wa k humbly with God all the day after. . Cou el

2. All the el of the day till evening (hould 7 {pend my: time in the Duties of
my particular calling, nor know I the leaft realon why any man in the world, high
ot low, richor goor, (houldbe hercin exempied. . Adsm muft not eat bisbréad wish-

ont [weat and labowr. _Abel was a keeper of fhéep. Cain atiller of the ground. Jabal Gen. 1.19.

was a Tent-maker.  Fubal she fatber of [mchas bandke shé barp. Tubal Caini dnodre Ocn. %2,
tificer in Brafs end Ivon. Al the the- Patriarchs of Ifracl were but Shepherdss aad 2423+ ©

Jefus Chnti himfelf was a plain Carpenter, dl R R RN (111
But you may obje@, may I'not herein lofc my time as to God's fervice ? Onewould
think, ifthis were my laft day J (hould dono other work but pray,lor hear, orxead;
or medjtate, & I anfwer—— . CRTO L . ,
. 1. 1 grant there are fuch tinjes wherein God calls usextraordinarily to fuch Jpirie
tual Duties all the day long 5 as either in afliCtions felt or feared, orin fome fpecial
mercics expeéted or receijed.  And there are thofe times. we 'call’ ther Lordsidayes,
whercin we areto do no work ordinarily but of a Spiritual nature! And there ate fuch
times wherein God helds forth an opportunity of exercifing:graces; or'of doing gebd;
and fo to embrace .the occafion is one piece or part of our redeeming time. - Ar me

bave opperiunityles us do good to all men. And yoxr cave of me bath flowrifbed again, Cal. €155,

s w ey

3

2 l -
% - =" -

{fard Paxlto his P bilippians ) but ye lacked oppirtunity, Itdcems their care for the Phil. 4 .10,

Apoftle was intermirted for a feafon, for want of oppertunity td fend unto him; bas

now they put forth again as flowess in Spring.-. -I doubt not - but in fuch cafes -

;Ys thele, we may, and muft for the time difpenfe: with out particular callings.
L. 2 ¢ - .
2. Inmy ordinary confiant daily courfe I am to be in the ¢xencife of my Parti-
tularcalling, with which imay cither mingle: fome a@ings of grace, or ejaculatory
Dutits, asfuddenly to look up to Heaven, and to behold the face of God, to whom
Lam toapprove my felf in my particular calling sorif they clafh,I am folcly to follow
my particulir calling, and to leave other Spiritual altings 1ill their appointed fealoas
Nor do 1 herein decline ‘God's fervice, For 1,1 follow my calling out of an awful re,
fped o the eye, prefence; and command of God, who hath faid. Six dayes fbale thow'lan
bour ; Yeal do what I do in civil bufinefs 2é the work of Chrift, fo that I may fay at
that time #om am I about the work of God, and of Fefus Chrif,
. 3. Sceing my felf thus working for him, I may cafily apprehend that for that time
A honour God as much, nay more by the meanckt {ervile worldly a&, than if I thould
fpend all thac time in Prayer, Meditation, or any other, Spiritual employment to
which | had no call at fuch a time. It is noted therefore; by fome, of Peter's Wixes
Mother, that when Chrift had healed her of her Feaver, fhefat not down at' Table
with Chrift'in Communion withchim, wlﬁcét( noqueftion ) was fweet, but fhel minss
: ; 2 .l ftred
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Mat. 8. is ftered muto them (i.e. ) fhe rin €0 and fro, and ferved him, and adked for him, where.
"% in. fhe fhewed mote dove, and gave him more honour, than if at that time the hag
enjoyed Communion with himisn a ncaser way.

But I hear othersobje, May I not take up fome little of this time in recreati
Eccl _ons? what, maft Ialwayesbe onany calling? isthere not & simse 10 €0ery purpofe e
¥4 dor Heaven? o time 1o weep, aud & ginie 20 langh ¢ & timie 10 mourn, and a sime 1
danice. » 4 edid A
X anfwer : Thescisindotd a time to recreate 5 but that time is then, 1y encly
then, when our bodics or mindsare wearied with.our other employments.: O what
a fad thing it is to ftc many {pend.a whole day, it may bea whole week in unneccffie
ry finful secreations ! What, is this t0 Fedeems the #ime ¥ or' dase 1 thus {pend the lafk
day of my le in this world? Surely, God's people that make confcience of theix
Daties, fhould not meddle ot any time awith recreations( though in themiElves lawe
ful ) without true caufe, anda juk calling therconto 5 norfhould they ufe themany
Jonger, mor tg any otherend, but only to quicken their minds, or to revive

thar bodics, that {0 they may wetivn with fome lightfomnefs and alacrit
totheir callingsagain.  He thac{pends his time lavifhily in recreations, is like him
whofe Garments are made offringes, and his meat nothing but {auces. Iam nota-
gainft recueations lawfully ufed , bat God forbid that we fhould trifie away our time

( morc worth than worlds ) uponfoolifh, vain, empty, end unneceflary toyes.
. 3."Mhe evaning fhould be clofed up with fpiritual duties. If you ask what
Durties? Ian{wer. 48 Y '

1. The eveningis a time for prayer, Let my prayer be fer farsh before thee asincenfe,
Plal.rqr. 2. sad she lifting apagf my bands as the evening jﬁ:riﬁfe. To, this of prayer 1 joyn I'H{!‘
ing the Scriprure, and good books 5 for it is fat to clofe up the day with the fame dus

ties wherewith we began Jit, - : .
iv@. The.evening was ffsac’s time for meditation: And Ifsscwens ont 3o medisase in the
field gt the eventide. It may beinthis Duty the morning is not fo fcafonable for
fome tempers; but (hall the evening pafs without fome {piritual Holy meditations?
Some congeive the evening to be the very feafon of fet and deliberate meditationyind
injthis cafe how fruitful might 1 be in the ufe of that Ordinance of Leoking #nto Fefus,
@sbe carries on the great work of our Salvation from firft tolaft # O that this Duty of
meditation, citheron that, orany other fpiricual fubje@, werenot fo negle@edasit
iod. g  is by Chriftians themfelves! The Lord gave Jofoua a charge, that hé (hould sedisate

Gen, 1463«

flui. . enbis Law day andwight 5 and David's charater of the blefled man is, that birs delight

fal. 63.6.  jrism the Law of the Lord, andin bis Law doth be meditate day and might.  AndDa-

ATim. 433, 2ids own practice was to wemember God upon bisbed, and o meditate an bim inthe

sight.wvatches. And Pasuls charge to Timothy was to medisate spon fpiritnal things,

and to give bimfelf wholly s 1bem, Or if you'l have another proof for thecvening-feafon,

: wot only wasit /fzac’s sime, buc David's time, Mine eyes prevens shenight-swatches,that
Phl. 15148 7 might meditate in thy werd. 1

'g. The cvening is a fcafon for (clf-exsminatigns  This is another glorious ordi-

nance which many Chriftians ulcocgafionally, and ageinfi fome good time; but fo

fet fome time apart for this every evening, and that in confcience, as they do tor read-

ing the word, and Prayer, where is the Chriftian almoll to' be found ? Tam furcit

. . . wasfDavid’s charge, Commune with your omn beart upon yowr bed, aud be fill. - And

Pral. . 4 agreeable 1o this was his praltice, Ieall 1o remembrance my fong in the night, 1 com-

mane with my ossbeart, sud my [piriz made diligent fearch, Chryfefiom on thefe

Phl77-6. words of David, Whas means this ( faith he ) commune with your own bearts upon yoxr -

Pofd denaen, - bed ¥ thusanfwers him{e, after fupper-time, when ye ave going to flecp, and are read

cg,q,fqﬂ. pz- delydown om bed, and-havegreat quics and filence, without the P::zﬁme or difturbarice

pofiin.Pla..4. of apty, then ereli atribunal for the confcience ——— And when neither friend diftwrbs

Docucrant B84 you wor fervants provoRe you,nos multisxdes of bufinefs doprefs upom youthen take an ac-

Jape o r;;m conut of yowr life, what you bave done ix sbe day-rime before,  And Dorctbens layes it

m};.?::. o down as a rule which ebe Chriftians of bis time bad learned of their fore-fathers, that 1%

Eiblioth. Pat:. ¢be evening they (hould queftion themfelves bow they badpaffed the day. Oh that Chri-

P 14 ftians now would Sum pp their accounts at the feot of every page, [ mean, that :hcig

would call themfelves to fcrutiny cvery evening when they are rcady- o compoic

shemfelves to fleep, as tothelittle Images of Death ¢ . The
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4. Theevening isa fealon to confidér my Priviledges m Chrit, When David Pfil '31
5 = & f L ‘4 =
b b2l o T
: . e, and reft, a : %
all thefe were Priviledges. Me lhinksi:pis a fwcfr conclufion of :ED!:“ féP d:’:ff f’)’k-
and a blefled farewel 1o theWorld if this evening were my laft, and thatnimnircdiam?; I
muft go to God,to «confider of fome of thofe glorieus Priviledges in God and Chritt. X
might inftance in my peace, andref, and flecp, and [afety,. by vertue ofa promile
;?m?nt n;(:;g%: or Im(iyg‘ht inftance 1n my Ehfﬁan," Redc:ﬁpiian, ﬂiecamiﬁzt,ia?::
tion, ification, Glerification i 1
sm; ﬁur commiunion :r;:B God J:ggb;i;, af:}l :f: }:;?:if‘ﬂ;.hé‘;j}ﬁi:{:l;mng haqﬂgd ’
Priviledge in this World, my foul carries me out for the prefent :um?tch‘:! tl‘:.’ﬁ
* One of our Worthies hath writ eminenly on it and for a tafte of hi pit n this. S8
e fecetins oy Taft choughté with fiich smcxcell s taflo of hiisexpelientwork, Or- Owes
RSN | #aufi confider my cmngmxniau with Glar:f::: ‘F";E:rr?: }Iﬁ};l ﬂ];%:u:lj: u i; thus, Eﬂmhl?ﬂg‘;;
euliarly flxces uponthe Saints g andthis they are immediately to 9' e M o :;i:‘ €F P¢= ther, Sonand
Chriftians walk_of times with exceedingtroubled bearts concerming the ’ is love." Holy Ghott,
Fasher towards them 5 they ave well perfwaded of the Lord ’SEEJ} .m:ib;"'gb”;f the |
the difficulty lies in what is their acceptance with the Father, what 15 bis b el “”_” 3
shem ? Now bereis the work of the Gofpel to diféover the 5 y br:f is beart toward §
will of God, that be may alwayes be eyedas  being, kind u:;:: .L:i.:'dth:r:tb_u is the
tain ‘;::d § p}; ing of all gracious Communications and fr#i;.r of Iu:r: s an% iﬁi:?f:;;z?
5 - - % ; : r
’ f;: ey ; H:;i:::ﬂthﬁd:st;:';;;fj {: ::{}i‘:}’au bim, and delight in bim as fuch, thes
A oo el o
. g 'y g fone toat 15 alpayes angry,
e
2. Imuft foeye the lo b . : o ta . . "
of God as fg'fm ;Jl Jelf. C::::{r:{:!ﬂ:ﬁ;:,i:;:: f:::::l . fyf‘:;l?’ il m_ntﬁ fwhm: thislové
of it, untillit be Jo receiveds Either muft know it ’aﬂgu:; i:l‘ e;mm: i lbtfn:‘:tﬂm?‘(.l"
my affedions filledwith it,or it will bein vain sdo e C » embrace it, andbave all
275 This live ot bave ts Pl S free ?ﬂ;:m:mau with Godthe Father!
ﬁﬂ! Eg:in.'fﬂ this purpofeGod loves,that bemay be begﬂ ei'rbi}’i; :g:-,:i :‘;:;i::;# g fﬂwdt“_ Pro. 23.26;
on,give me thy heart,t i o ; mands, t19 23:2%
i v i e oo b gt
théy deal with bimin tbe interchaxge of love; wito the L atoers
3 the Wosld, Ewill goe Wh:r: IZ: ;{ r:::fnﬂ ;imt c::e?lv oneof shemmay [ay If I have hatred
doy Bavher is celiaan (Al of compaliion T wt;rlcj ct- tnuﬁl_l all othersare hard to me,yct
4 Ywould confider of my communion with Gga;tbg ;,maapd fatisfic my felfin him.
fpeaking of our communion with bim as Mediator, co fj: in grace.  So the Apofile
6urLord JefasChrift be wit Prenis CVGEN bis Epiftles, The grace of -
; : . hyouall.Not 10 mention anyoth : g 3 Cor. 6, 2
of }yﬂiﬁmﬁuﬂ,ar aceeptation withGod the diretiions fur):b- gg"m:&_ﬂ b# perehafedgrace Ga16. 13 30
it syeChri's drings sid fuffoiiee'r’ wot o s s ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂ'ﬂfﬂ'ﬁﬁfcb as thefe-- Ephef, 6. 24¢
‘their Righteoufnefs, He was made %E; the La 5 h"’f elf but for bis Saints, and for Pl 4. 23,
68:6E5on%, ' Asd e Baxe our fis in his bad ¢ 1:’: Erat we might rective the adopti- G%]at- FRg S
ﬁﬁ’lﬂd&ﬂf.&, 10 W!;£ et Ead i Ridk Y On the l‘tE. Thiswwars the EHdﬂbel‘iﬂij ; ThE%S.EEE-“
on befere God. ' omp ighteoufnefs for believers, asto a perfed acceprati- Gal, :. 3 i
I muft approve of this Righ - . 1 Pet.2 24.
pleat, and able to make ﬂ?a l::;?;f: E{;bng ;.r that ufo'xe which is abfolutely com-
die this night, there is a neceffity of a Right ore Ged. Of this I am convinced, that if 1
andif 1 bave nothing to enmmefd me mfiv {;ﬂ;f;"ﬁ; Wbeumuﬁ I muft appear before God;
X appear before bisglory? there i mo otheé ed but my own Righteosifuefs, ob bow fhoxld
S et a5 o' ki Righressfiufs ; er name bus Chrift whereby X can be fuved ;
(hall e fy, i the Lord have LEighteouibets and loconch - 7 4 Surely
5 Yt make an alinal hteoufnels and frength.
oufnefs. Andtothas ;;rp:r}fml # with theLord Jefus as $0 my finsiindbis Righte-
with my burtben, Come to me t;; m#ft bearken .h’ the voice of Cbrift calling me 1o bins
el e i sty mn; pvi*:ur fo};l with thy guiit of fin, for that is mine §
take thy fins and bear them awf at ;;.'l from all Etcrnity, that I Thould come, and
all thy lins, tbuu_knowcﬁnm*wg > ',? were my lot, give me thy burden, give me
well- enough, fo that God fhsll ;t n:; o with them, Iknow how to difpofe of titm
' " Dbk ; ill oe glorifcd, ‘“d-ﬁ_‘l_]ffﬂul_ delivered, “ 2. Ypon thif
Sl shier 1 onsem i

16, 45, 24,
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