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SERMON XLIII.

The Almofl Chridian.

Acts xxvi. 28.

Jhnojl then pcvfuadcfi me to he a Chriilian,

THESE words contain the ingenuous confeiTlon of king

Agr'tppa \ which Inwing (bmc reference to, it may not

be improper to relate the fubllance of the preceding verfes^

with which the words are fo clofely connected.

The chapter, out of which the text Is taken, contains an

admirable account whicii the great St. Pciul g'dXQ of his won-

derful converfion froni Judaifm to Chriiiianity, when he was

called to make his defence before Fijins a Gentile governor, and

king Jgrippa. Our bleiTed Lord had long fmce foretold,

that when the Son of man fhould be lifted up, " his dif-

ciples fhould be brought before kings and rulers, for his

name's fake, for a teftimony unto them." And very good

was the defign of infinite wifdom in thus ordaining it ; for

Chriftianity being, from the beginning, a do6^rine of the

Crofs, the princes and rulers of the earth thought themfelves

too high to be inftrucled by fuch mean teachert, or too happy

to be difturbed by fuch unwelcome truths; and therefore

would have always continued ftrangers to Jesus Christ^
and him crucified, had not the apoftles, by being arraigned

before them, gained opportunities of preaching to them " Jesus
and the n-furre^tion." St. Paul knew full well that this

was the main reafon, why his blefled Mafter permitted his

enemies at this time to arraign him at a public bar j and

therefore, in compliance with the divine will, thinks it not

6 fufficient.
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fulficient, barely to make his defence, but endeavours at the

fame time to convert his judges. And this he did with fucb

demonftration of the fpirit, and of power, that Fejlus^ un-

willing to be convinced by the ftrongeft evidence, cries out

with a loud voice, '' Paul^ much learning doth make thee

mad." To which the brave apoftle (like a true follower of

the holy Jesus) meekly replies, I am not mad, moft noble

Feftus, but fpeak forth the words of truth and fobernefs.'* But

in all probability, feeing king Jgrippa more affedled with his

difcourfe, and obferving in him an inclination to know the

truth, he applies himfelf more particularly to him. " The
king knoweth of thefe things ; before whom alfo I fpcalc

freely; for I am perfuaded that none of thefe things are hidden

from him." And then, that if pofTible he might complete hl3

wiftied-for converfion, he with an inimitable ftrain of oratory,

addrefles himfelf ftill more clofely, " King Agrippa^ believeft

thou the prophets ? I know that thou believeft them." At
which the palHons of the king began to work fo ftrongly, that

he v/as obliged in open court, to own himfelf afFe6ted by the

prifoner's preaching, and ingenuoully to cry out^ " Faul^ al-

moft thou perfuadeft me to be a Chriftian."

Which words, taken with the context, afford us a lively^

reprefentation of the different reception, which the doctrine

of Christ's minifters, who come in the power and fpirit of

St. Paul^ meets with now-a-days in the minds of men. For

Botwithftanding they, like this great apoftle, " fpeak forth

the words of truth and fobernefs ;" and with fuch energy and

power, that all their adverfaries cannot juftly gainfay or

refift ; yet, too many, with the noble Fejlm before-men-

tioned, being like him, either too proud to be taught, or too

fenfual, too carelefs, or too worldly-minded to live up to the

dotSlrine, in order to excufe thcmfcives, cry out, that " mucli

learning, much ftudy, or,, what is more unaccountable, much

piety, hath made them mad." And though, bleffed be God !

all do not thus dift)elieve our report ; yet amongft thofe who
gladly receive the word, and confefs that we fpeak the words

of truth and fobernefs, there are fo few, v/ho arrive at any

higher degree of piety than that o'i Agrippa^ or are aay farther

psrfuaded than to be almoft Ghriftians, that I cannot but

think.
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think it highly neceflary to warn my dear hearers of the dan-

ger of fuch a ftate. And therefore, from the words of the

text, (hall endeavour to (hew thefe three things :

F'lrjl^ What is meant by an almoft chriftian.

Secondly^ What are the chief reafons, why fo many are no

more than ahnoft chri'ftians.

Thirdly, I fliall confider the inefFe£luaInefs, danger, abfur-

dity, and uneafmefs which attends thofe wha arc but almoft

chriftians ; and then conclude with a general exhortation, to

fct all upon ftriving not only to be almoft, but altogether

chriftians.

I. And, /Vr/?, I am to confider what is meant by an almoft

chriftian.

An almoft chriftian, if we confider him in refpei^ to his

duty to God, is one that halts between two opinions •, that

wavers between Christ and the world; that would reconcile

God and Mammon, light and darlcnefs, Christ and BclUd,

It is true, he has an inclination to religion, but then h^ is

very cautious how he goes too far in it : his falfe heart is

always crying out, Spare thyfclf, do thyfelf no harm. He
prays indeed, that " God*s will may be done on earth, as it

is in heaven." But notwithftanding, he is very partial in his

obedience, and fondly hopes that God will not be extreme

to mark every thing that he wilfully does amifs ; though aa

infpired apoftle has told him^ that '•' he who offends in one

point is guilty of all." But chiefly, he is one that depends

much on outward ordinances, and on that account looks upon

himfelf as righteous, and defpifes others; though at the fame

time he is as great a ftranger to the divine life as any other

perfon whatfoever. In fliort, he is fond of the form, but

never experiences the power of godlinefs in his heart. He
goes on year after year, attending on the means of grace, but

then, like Pharaoh's lean kine, he is never the better, but

rather the worfe for them.

If
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if you confider him in relpedl to his rej^hbour, he (3

one that is ftridlly juft to all ; but then this does not proceed

from any love to God or regard to man, but only tluouf^h ^

principle of fclf-love : becaufc he knows ciifhontfty will fpoil

his reputation^ and confequently hinder his thriving in the

Vi'orld.

He is one that dejiends much updri beinj^ n&gatii^ely good^

and contents himfelf with the confcioufncfs of having done

iio one any harm ; though he reads in the gofpel, that " the

unprofitable fervant was caft into outer darknefs," and the

barren fig-tree was curfed and dried up from the roots, net

for bearing bad, but no fruit.

He is no enemy to charitable contributions iii public, if

Jiot too frequently recodimended : but then he h unacquainted

with the kind offices of vifiting the fick and imprifoncd,

cloathing the naked, and relieving the hungary in a private

manner. He thinks that thefe things belong only to the

clergy, though his own falfe heart tells him, that nothing but

pride keeps him from exercifing thefe ac^s of humility; and

that Jesus Christ, in the 25th chapter of St. Mattheiu^

Condemris perfons to everlafting puniih'ment, not merely for

being fornicators^ drunkards, or extortioners, but for negle6l-

ing thefe charitable offices, '<^ When the Son of man fhall

come in his glory, he fhall fet the flieep on his fight-hand,

and the goats on his left. And then fliall he fay unto them
on his left-hand, depart frorh me, ^e curfed, into everlafting

fife prepared for the devil and his angels : for I was an hun-
gred, and ye gave riie no meat ; I was thirfty, and ye gave me
no drink ; I was a (Granger, and ye took me not in; naked,^

and ye cloathed me not ; fick and in prilbn, -and ye vifited

me not. Then (hall they alfo fay. Lord, when fav7 we theci

an hungfcd,- or a-thirft, or a Granger, or naked, or fick, of

in prifon, and did not minifier unto thee? 7'hen fhall he an-
fwcr them, Verily 1 fay unto you, inafinuch as yt have not

done it onto one of the leaft of thefe my breihren,- yt did it

not unto me : and thefe fhall go away into everlafiing punifii-

ment/* I thought proper to give you this whole pafTage of

fcripture at large^ becaufe our Saviour lays fuch a particular

Vol. VI. M ftrefs
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ftrefs^upon It ; and yet it is fo little regarded, that were we to

judge by the practice of chriftianF, one fhould be tempted to

thinlc there were no fuch verfes in the Bible.

But to proceed in the character of an ahnojf chrijlian : If

we confidcr him in refpfdl of himfelf; as we faid he was

flridtly honed to his neighbour, To he is likevvife ftricSlly fober

in himfelf: but then both his honefty and fobriety proceed

from the fame principle of a falfe felf-love. It is tiue, he

runs not into the fame excefs of riot with other men ; but

then it is not out of obedience to the laws of God, but either

bccaufe his conditution will not away with intemperance; or

rather becaufe he is cautious of foi'teiting his reputation, or

unfitting himfelf for temporal bufmefs. But though he is fo

prudent as to avoid intemperance and excefs, for the reafons

before-mentioned ; yet he always goes to the extremity of

what is lawful, it is true, he is no drunkard; but then he

has no chrijlian felf-denial. He cannot think our Saviour to

be fo auflere a Mailer, as to deny us to indulge ourfelves in

fome particulars : and fo by this means he is deftitute of a

fenfe of true religion, as much as if he lived in debauchery, or

any other crime whatever. As to fettling his principles as

well as pradice, he is guided more by the world, than by the

word of God : for his part, he cannot think the way to hea-

ven {o narrow as fome would make it ; and therefore confiders

Jiot fo much what fcripture requires, as what fuch and fuch a

good man does, or what will beft fuit his own corrupt incli-

nations. Upon this account, he is not only very cautious

himfelf, but likewife very careful of young converts, whofe

faces are fet heavenward ; and therefore is always ailing the

.devil's part, and bidding them fpare themfelves, though they

are doing no more tlian what the fcripture ftri6lly requires

them to do : The confequence of which is, that " he fuffers

not himfelf to enter into the kingdom of God, and thofe that

are entering in he hinders."

Thus lives the almofl chriftian : not that I can fay, I have

fully defcribed him to you ; but from thefe outlines and

f*cefc»ies of his character, if your confciences have done their

proper plHcej and Kiade a particular application of what has

been
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been fald to ^our own hearts, I cannot but fear that fome of

you may obferve fome features in his pid^ure, odious as it is^

too near refcmbling your own ; and therefore 1 cannot hui

hope, that you will join with the apoftle in the words imme-

diately following the text, and wilh yourfelves *' to be not

only almoft, but altogether chriftians.'*

II. I proceed to the fecond general thing propofed ; to

confidcr the reaibns why fo many are no more than almoft

chriftians.

1. And the firft reafcn I ftiall mention is, becaufe fo many
fet out with falfe notions of religion ; though they live in a

chriftian country, yet they know not what chriftianity is.

This perhaps may be efteemed a hard faying, but experience

fadly evinces the truth of it ; for fome plact- religion in being

of this or that communion ; more in morality ; moft in a

round of duties^ and a model of performances ; and kw, very

few acknowledge it to be, what it really is, a thorough in-

ward change of nature, a divine life, a vital participation of

Jesus Christ, an union of the foui with God j which the

apoftle exprefles by faying, *' He that is joined to the LoRjd

is one fpirit." Hence it happens, that fo many, even of the

moft knowing profefTors, when you Come to cOnverfe with

them concerning the efience, the life, the foul of religion, I

mean our new birth' in Jesus Christ, confefs thfcmfelve?

quire ignorant of the matter, and cry out with Nicodemus^

'* How can this thing be?" And no wonder then, that fo

many are only almoft chiiftians, wben fo rnany know not

what chridianity is : no marvel, that fo many take up vviih

the form, when they are quite ftrangers to the power of god-

linefs ; or content themfelves with the ftiadowj when they

know fo little about the fubftance of it. And this is one caufe

why fo many are almoft, and fo few are altogether chriftians.

2. A fecond reafon that rriay be afligncd why fd many are

ho more than almort chriftians, is a i^rvile fear of rhan: mul-

titudes there are and have been^ who, though awakened to

a fenfe of the divine life, and have tafted and felt the powers

*f the world to cOme ;
yet out of a bafs fmfui fear of being

M 2 couu'eJ
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counted fingular, or contemned by men, have fufFcrcd all

thofe good imprefTions to wear ofF. It is true, they have Tome

cfteem for Jesus Christ; but then, like Nicodemus^ they

would come to him only by night : they are willing to ferve

him ; but then they would do it fecretly, for fear of the

'Jews: they have a mind to fee Jesus, but then they cannot

come to him becaufc of the prefs, and for fear of being

laughed at, and ridiculed by thcfe with whom they ufed to fit

at meat. But well did our Saviour prophely of' fuch perfons,

*' How can ye love me, who receive honour one of another r"

Alas ! have they never read, that " the friendfhip of this

world is enmity with God ;" and that our Lord himfelf has

threatened, " Whofocvcr fhall be afhamed of m.e or of my
words, in this vVicked and adulterous generation, of him fhall

the Son of man be afliamed, when he cometh in the glory of

his Father and of his holy angels ?'* No wonder that fo many

are no more than almoft chriftians, fnice fo many '* love the

praife of men mote than the honour which cometh of God/'

3, A third reafon why fo many are no more than almoft

chriftians, is a reigning love of money. This was the pitiable

cafe of that forward young man in the gofpcl, who came run-

ning to our blefTed Lord, and kneeling before him, enquired

*'• what he muft do to inherit eternal life;" to whom our

blefled Mafter replied, *' Thou knoweft the commandments^

Do not kill. Do not com.mit adultery. Do not fleal :'* To
which the young man replied, *•' All thefc have I kept from

my youth.'* But when our Lord proceeded to tell him,
*' Yet lacked thou one thing; Go fell all that thou haftj and

give to the poor ; he was grieved at that faying^ and went

away forrowful, for he had great pofTeiTions I" Poor youth !

he had a good mind to be a chriftian, and to inherit eternal

life, but thought it too dear. If it could be purchafed at no

lefs an expence than of his eflate ! And thus many, both

young and old, now-a-days, come running to v/orP.iip our

blefled Lord in public, and kneel before him in private, and

enquire at his gofpel, what they muft do to inherit eternal

life; but when they find they muft renounce the felf-enjoy-

ment of riches, and forfake all in alFeclion to follow him, they

cry,
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cry, ** The Lord pardon us in this thing ! We pray thee,

have us cxcuied.'*

But is heaven fo fmall a trifle in men's efteem, as not to

be worth a little gilded earth ? Is eternal lite lb m^an a pur-

chafe, as not to deferve the temporary renunciation of a fcv^

tranfitory riches ? Surely it is. But however inconfiftent fuch

a behaviour may be, this inordinate love of money Is too evi»

dently the common and fatal caufe, why fo many are no more

^han almof): chriftians.

4. Nor is the love of pleafure a lefs uncommon^ or a Icfs

fatal caufe why fo many are no more than almoft chriftians.

Thoufands and ten thoufands there are, who defpife riches,

and would willingly be true difciples of Jesus Christ, if

parting with their money would make them fo ; but wheii

they are told that our bleffed Lord has faid, " Whofoever

will come after him muft deny himfclf j'* like the pitiable

young man before-mentioned, " they go away forrowful :" for

they have too great a love for fenfual pleafures. They will

perhaps fend for the minifters of Christ, as Herod did for

"Johrij and hear them gladly : but touch them in their Hero,--

dlas^ tell them they muft part with fuch or fuch a darling

pleafure ; and with wicked Jbab they cry out, " Haft thou

found us, O our enemy ?'* Tell them of the necellity of mor-

tification and felf-denial, and it is as difHcult for them to

hear, as if you was to bid them " cut oft' a right-hand, or

pluck out a right-eye." They cannot think our blefted Lord
requires -fo much at their hands, though an infpired apoille

has commanded us to " mortify our members which are upon

earth." And who himfejf, even after he had converted thou-

fiinds, and was very near arrived to the end of his race, yet

profefled that it was his daily pradlice to " keep under his

body, and bring it into fubjection, left after Jie had preacheci

to others, he himfelf fliould be a caft-away !"

But fome men would be wifer than this great apoftle, and

chalk out to us what they falfely imagine an eafier way to

hrippinefs. They would flatter us, we may go to heaven

without offering violence to our fenfual appetite?
i
and entei

Al 3 into,



[ i82 ]

into the ftrait ^ate without ftriving againft our carnal Inclina-

tions. And this is another reafon why fo many are oniy al-

luofl, and not altogether chriftians.

5. The fifth and laft rcafon I fhall aiTign why fo many are

only almoil chnilians, is a ficklenefs and inftability of tem-

per.

It has been, no doubt, a misfortune that many a minifler

and fmcere chriftian has met vv/jth, to weep and wail over

numbers of promifing converts, who feemingly began in the

Spirit, but after a while fell away, and bafely ended in the

flefii ; and this not for want of right notions in religion, nor

put of a fervile fear of man, nor from the love of money, or

of fenfual pkafure, but through an inftability and ficklenefs

of temper. They looked upon religion merely for novelty, as

fomethirg which plealed them for a while; but after their

curiofity was fatisfitd, they laid it afide again : like the young

man that came to fee Jesus with a linen cloih about his naked

body, they have followed him tor a leafon, but when tempta-

tions came to take hold on them, for want of a little more

refolution, they have been ftripped of all their good inten-

tions, and fled away naked. They at firft, like a (ree plantej

by the water-fide, grew up and flourifl^icd for a while; but hav-

ing no root in themfelves, no inward principle of holinefs

and piety, like yonah's gourd, they were foon dried up and

withered. Their good intentions are too like the violent

motions of the animal fpirits of a body newly beheaded, whicl^,

though impetuous, are not lading. In fhort, they fet out

well in their journey to heaven, but finding the way either

narrower or longer than they expe^^ed, through an unlleadi-

iiefs'of temper, they have made an eternal halt, aj:d fo ^' re-

turned like the dog to his vomit, or like the i'ow that was

Vraflicd to her wallowing in the mire !"

Ivat I tremble to pronounce the fate of fuch unflable pro-

feilois, who having put their hands to the plough, for want

of a little more rclbliition, (hamc fully look back. How {hail

I repeat to them that arradful threateniiig, *' If anv man draw

b^^k, my- fou'. fliall have nu pleafuis in hiiji :*' And ?!J;aiu,

3 '"It
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*' It is impoffible (that is, exceeding difficult at leafl) for

thofe that have been once enlightened, ai d have taftcd of the

heavenly gift, and the powers of the world to come, if they

fhould fall away, to be renewed again unto repentance." But

Jiotwithftanding the gofpel is fo fevere againft apoftates, yet

many that begun well, through a ficklcncfs of temper, (O
that none of us here prefent may ever be fuch) have been by

this means of the number of thofe that turn back unto per-

dition. And this is the fifth, and the iaft reafon I Ihall give,

why Co many arc only almofl, and not altogether chriftians.

III. Proceed we now to the third general thing propofed,

namely, to confider the folly of being no more than an almoft

chriftian.

I. And theyfr/? proof I (hall give of the folly of fuch a pro-

ceeding is, that it is ineffeiStual to falvation. It is true, fuch

men are almoft good ; but almoft to hit the mark, is really to

mi's it. God requires us ^' to love him with all our hearts,

with all our fouls, and with all our tlrength.'* He loves us

too well to admit any rival ; becaufe, fo far as our hearts are

empty of God, fo far muft they be unhappy. The devil,

indeed, like the falfe mother that came before Solomon^ would

have our hearts divided, as (lie would have had the child ; buc

God, like the true mother, will have all or none. *^ My
Son, give me thy heart," thy whole heart, is the general call

to all : and if this be not done, we never can expc(5l the di-

viiie mercy.

Perfons may play the hypocrite; but God at the great (Izy

will ftrike them dead, (as he did Ananias and Sapphira by th<i

mouth of his fervant Peter) for pretending to offer him all

their hearts, when they keep back from him the greatell part.

'J hey may perhaps impofe upon their fellow- creatuies for a

while; but he that enabled Elijah to cry out, '" Come in thou

wife of "Jeroboarn^^ when fhe came dift»:uired to enquire about

her fick fon, will alfo difcover them through their moft artlul

diflimulations ; and if their hearts are not wholly with him,

appoint them their portion vvith hypocrites and unbelievers.

M 4 2. Bu!,
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2. But, Jetondly^ What renders an half-way- piety more

inexcufable is, that it is not only infufficient to our own fal-

vation, but alio very prejudicial to that ot" others.

An almofr chilftian is one of the mod hurtful creatures in

the world : he is a wolf in fheep's cloathing : he is one of

thofc falfc prophets, our bkiled Lord bids us beware of it^

his fermon on the mount, who would perfuade men, that the

vay to heaven is broader than it really is; and thereby, as it

was obfervrd before, " enter not into the kingdom oi God
thcmfelves, and thofe that are entering in they hinder/'

Thef^, thefe are the men that turn the world into a lukcr

warm Lq:diccan fpirit; that hang out falfe lights, and fo (hip-

wreclc unthinking benighted fouls in their voyage to the

haven of eternity. Thefe are they who are greater enemies

to the crofs of Christ, than infidels themfelves : for of an

unbeliever every one will be aware j but an almoft chriftian,

through his fubtle hypocrify, draws away many after him j

and therefore muft expect to receive the greater damnation.

3. But, thirdly^ As it is mofl prejudicial to purfelves and

hurtful to others, fo it is the greatcft inftance of ingratitude

we can exprefs towards our Lord and Mafter Jesus Christ.

For did he come- down from heaven, and {bed his precious

blood, to purchafe thefe hearts of OL?rs, and fhall we only

give him half of them ? O how can we fay we love him,

when our hearts are not wholly with him ? How can we call

him our Saviour, when we will not endeavour fincerely to

approve ourfe'vcs to him, and fo let hiqn fee thje travail of his

foul, and be fatisfied !

Had any o^ us purchafed a Have at a moft expenfive rate, and

who was before involved in the utmoft mifcries and torments,

and fo muft have continued for ever, had we (hut up our

bowels of compafiion from him ; and was this flave afterwards

to grow rebellious, or deny giving us but hajf his fervicc
;

how, how fliould we exclaim againit his bafe ingratitude !

And yet this bafe qngrateful (lave thou art, O man, who ac-

knowlcdgefl thyfelf to be redeemed from infinite unavoidable

mifery and punifhment by the death of Jesus Christ, and

ye?
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yet wilt not give thyfelf wholly to him. But (hall we deal

with God our Maker in a manner we would not be dealt

with by a man like ourfelves ? God forbid ! No. Suffer me,

therefore,

To add a word or two of exhortation to you, to excite you

to be not only almoft, but altogether chriftians. O let us

Icorn all balis and treacherous treatment of our King and Sa-

viour, of our God and Creator. Let us not take fome pains

all our lives to go to heaven, and yet plunge ourfelves into

hell at lad. Let us give to God our whole hearts, and no

longer halt between two opinions : if the world be God, let

us ferve that; if pleafure be a God, let us ferve that ; but if

the Lord he be God, let us, O let us ferve him alone.

Alas ! why, why fliould we ftand out any longer ? Why
fhould we be fo in love with flavery, as rot wholly to re-

nounce the world, the flefn, and the devil, which, like fo

many fpiritual chains, bind down our fouls, and hinder them

from flying up to God. Alas! what are we afraid of? Is

not God able to reward our entire obedience? If he is, as

the almoft chriftian's lame way of ferving him, feems to grant,

why then will we not ferve him entirely ? For the fame rea-

fon we do fo much, why do we not do more ? Or do you

think that being only half religious will make you happy,

but that going farther, v/ill render you miferable and uneafy ?

Alas! this, my brethren, is delufion all over : for what is it

but thi^ half piety^ this wavering between God and the world,

that makes fo many, that are feemingly w^ll difpofed, fuch

utter flrangers to the con.forts of religion ? They chufe juft

fo much of religion as will difturb them in their lufts, and

follow their Jufts fo far as to deprive themfclves of the com-
forts of religion. Whereas on the contrary, would they fin-

cerely leave all in afFcdtion, and give their hearts wholly to

God, they would then (and they cannot till then) expe-

rience tjbe unfpeakable pleafure of having a mind at unity

with itfelf, and enjoy fuch a peace of God, which even in

this li^e paffes all underftanding, and which they were entire

Grangers to before. It is true, if we will devote ourfelves

entirely to God, we muft meet with contempt ; but then it

is bcqaufe contempt is necefiary to heal our pride. We mud
I renounce
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renounce fome fenfual pleafures, but then it is becaufe thofe

unfit us for fpiritual ones, which are infinitely better. We
muft renounce the love of the world -, but then it is that we

may be filled with the love of God : and when that has once

enlarged our hearts, we (hall, like Jacob when he ferved for

his beloved Rachel, think nothing too difficult to undergo, no

hardftiips too tedious to endure, becaufe of the love we fliall

then have for our dear Redeemer Thus eafy, thus delightful

will be the ways of God even in this life : but when once

we throw off thcfe bodies, and our fouls are filled with all

the fulnefs of God, O ! what heart can conceive, what

tongue can exprefb, with what unfpeakable joy and confola-

tion (liall we then look back on our paft fincere and hearty

icrvices. Think you then, my dear hearers, we fhall repent

we had done too much ; or rather think you not, we fhall he

afhamed that we did no more ; and bluOi we were fo backward

to give up all to God ; when he intended hereafter to give us

himfelf?

Let me therefore, to conclude, exhort you, my brethren,

to have always before you the unfpeakable happinefs of en-

joying God. And think withal, that every degree of holi-

nefs you neglect, every adl of piety you omit, is a jewel taken

out of your crown, a degree of bleiltdnefs loit in the vifion of

Gcd O ! do but always think and adl thus, and you will

no longer be Jabouiirig to compound matters between God
and the world ; but, on the contrary, be daily endeavouring

to give up yourfelves more and more unto him
; you will be

always watching, always praying, always afpiring after far-

ther degrees of purity and love, and confequently always pre-

priring yourfelves for a fuller fight and enjoyment of that

God, in whole prefence there is fulnefs of joy, and at whofe

right-hand there are pleafures for ever more. Amen!. Amen!

SExR?.ION


