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SERMON X.

A Prefervatlve againfl: unfettled Notions, and

want of Principles, in regard to Righteouf-

nefs and Chriftian Perfection.

Being a more particular Anfwer to Dodor ^rapf%
Four Sermons upon the fame Text.

To all the True Members of Chrifl's Holy Church.

Dear Fellow Chrijlians^

THE great, and indeed the only motive which prompted

me to publifh this lermon, was the defire of providing

for your fecurity from error, at a time when the deviators

from, and falfe pretenders to truth, are fo numerous, that the

moft difcerning find it a matter of the greateft difficulty to

avoid being led aftray by one or by other into downright falf-

hood. There is no running divifions upon truth; like a

mathematical point, it will neither admit of fubtra£tion nor

addition : And as it is indivifible in its nature, there is no

fplitting the difference, where truth is concerned. Irreligion

and enthufiafm are diametrical oppofites, and true piety be-

tween both, like the center of an infinite line, is at an equal

infinite diftance from the one and the other, and therefore

can never admit of a coalition with either. The one errin^-

by defecSl, the other by cxcefs. But whether we err by de-

feat, or excefs, is of little importance, if we are equally wide

of the mark, as we certainly are in either cafe. For what-

ever is lefs than truth, cannot be truth; and whatever is more
than tiue muft be falfe.

Wherefore,
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Wherefore, as the whole of this great nation feems now

more than ever in danger of being hurried into one or the

other of thefe equally pernicious extremes, irreligion or fana-

ticifm, I thought myfelf more than ordinarily obliged to rouzc

your, perhaps, drowfy vigilance, by warning you of the near-

nefs of your peril; cautioning you from leaning towards either

fide, though but to peep at the flippery precipice; and ftep-

ping between you and error, before it comes nigh enough to

arapple with you. The happy medium of true chriftian piety,

in which it has pleafed the mercy of God to eftablifli you, is

built on a firm rock, '^ and the gates of hell fliall never pre-

vail ao^ainft it." While then you ftand fteadily upright in the

fulnefs of the faith, falftiood and fm fliall labour in vain to

approach you ; whereas, the leaft familiarity with error, will

make you giddy, and if once you ftagger in principles, your

ruin is almoft inevitable.

But now I have cautioned you of the danger you are in

from the enemies who threaten your fubverfion, I hope your

own watchfulnefs will be fuflicient to guard you from any

furprife. And from their own ailaults you have nothing to

fear, fince while you perfift in the firm refolution, through

God's grace, to keep them out, irreligion and enthufiafm,

fal(hood and vice, impiety and falfe piety, will combine in

vain to force an entrance into your hearts.

1'ake then, my dearly beloved fellow- m.embers of Christ's

myftical body, take the friendly caution I give you in good

part, and endeavour to profit by it: attend wholly to the faving

truths I here deliver to you, and be perfuaded, that they arc

uttered by one who has your eternal falvation as much at heart

as his own.
'' And thou, O Lord Jesus Ckrist, fountain of all truth,

'' whence all wifdom flows, open the underftandings of

*' thy people to the light of thy true faith, and touch their

*' hearts with thy grace, that they may both be able to fee,

*' and willing to perform what thou requireft of them.

*' Drive away from us every cloud of error and perverfity

;

«' guard us alike from irreligion and falfe prctenfions to

*' pi'ety ; and lead us on perpetually towards that perfec-

«' tion to which thou haft taught us to afpire; that keep-

" ing us he;e in a conliant imitation of thee, and peace-

'' ful
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** ful union with each other, thou mayefl at length bring
*' us to that everlafting glory, which thou haft promifed
*« to all fuch as fhall endeavour to be perfe6l, even as the
*« Father who is in heaven is perfect, who with thee and
*' the Holy Ghoft lives and reigns one God, world with-
*' out end ! Anien^ Amen,

E c c L E s. vii. 16.

Be not righteous over-much^ neither make thyfelf over^

wife : Why JJiouldeft thou defiroy thyfelf?

RIGHTEOUS over-much ! may one fay ; Is there any
danger of that? Is it even poffible ? Can we be too

good ? If we give any credit to the exprefs word of GoD, we
cannot be too good, we cannot be righteous over-much. The
injunclion given by God to Abraham is very ftrong :

*' Walk:
before me, and be thou perfect." The fame he again lays

upon ^11 Ijrael^ in the eighteenth of Dcuteroyiomy : ''Thou
(halt be perfeft, and without blemifh, with the Lord thy

God.'* And left any fhould think to excufe themfelves from

this obligation, by faying, it ceafed when the old law was
aboliflied, our blefled Saviour ratified and explained it :

<« Be
ye, therefore, perfect, even as your Father who is in heaven

is perfedl." So that until our perfe(?tion furpafTes that of our

heavenly Father, we can never be too good nor righteous

over-much ; and as it is impoilible we fhould ever furpafs, or

even come up to him in the perfection of goodnefs and righ-

teoufnefs, it follows in courfe that we never can be good or

righteous in excefs. Neverthelefs Do£tor Traf>p has found out

that we may be righteous over-much, and has taken no fmall

pains, with much agitation of fpirit, to prove that it is a great

folly and iveakiicfs^ nay, a great fin. "^ O Lord ! rebuke thou

his fpirir, and grant that this falfe doctrine may not be pub-

liflicd to his confufion in the day of judgment
!"

But if what this hafty, this deluded man advances had been

true, could there be any occafion, however, of warning againft

it in thefe times, " '^d^tix the danger (as he himfeif to his con-

" fuiion
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«< fufion owns) h on the contrary extreme; when all manner
*' of vice and wickeilnefs abounds to a degree almoft unheard

*' of?'* 1 aniwer for the prefent, that " there mud be here-

fies amongft you, that they who arc approved may be made

manifefl."

However, this earthly-minded minifler of a new gofpel, has

taken a text which feems to favour his naughty purpofe, of

weaning the Wi^lldifpofe^i little ones of Christ from that per-

fe6l purity of heart and Spirit, which is necefiary to all fuch

as mean to live to our Lord Jesus. O Lord, what fhsll

become of thy flock, when their (hepherds betray them into the

bands of the ravenous wolf! when a minider of thy w--rd per-

verts it to overthrow tlvy kingdom, and to deftroy fcripiure with

fcripture!

Solomon^ in the perf.n of a dejponding, ignorant, indolent

liver, lays to the man of righteoufnefs: '' Be not righteous over-

much, neither make thyjelf overwife : Why ihouldeft thou

deftroy thyfcli r" But mull my angry, over-fighted brother

Trappy therefore, perfoliate a characier fo unbecoming his

fundion, merely to overthrow the ex-prefs injund:ion of the

Lord to us ; which obliges us never to give over purfuing and

thifiiing after ihe perfect righteoufnefs of Christ, until we
reft in him ? Father, forgive him, for he knows not what he

hys !

What advanta:,e might not fatan gain over the ele6l, if the

falfe conrtru6tion, put upon this text by that unfeeing teacher,

fhould prevail ! Yet though he bluOies not to afTiIf fatan to

bruife our heel, I fliall endeavour to bruife the heads of both,

by (hewing,

I. Firji^ The genuine fenfe of the text in queftion.

IL The chara<5ler of the perfons, who are to be fuppofed

fpeaking here : And

in. The character of the perfons fpoken to.

From whence will naturally refult thefe confequences.

Firft^ That the Do6lor was grofly (Lord grant he was not

malicioufly) miftaken in his explanatory fermon on this text,

•^i well as in the applicaion of it.

Secondly-^
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Secondly^ That he is a teacher and approver of worldly

maxims.

Thirdly, That he is of courfe an enemy to perfc6l rightcouf-

nefs in men, through Christ Jesus, and, therefore, no friend

to Christ: And, therefore, that no one ought to be deluded

by the falfe do6lrine he advances, to beguile the innocent, and

deceive, if poflible, even the ele6^.

I. To come at the true fenfe of the text in queftion, it

will be neceflary to look back, to the preceding verfe, where

the wife man, refleding on the vanities of his youth^ puts on

for a moment his former character* " All things, have I i'^^n

in the days of my vanity : (and among the reft) there is a juft

man that perifheth in his righteoufnefs, and there is a v/icked

man who prolongeth his life in his wickednefs." Now it is

very plain, that he is not here talking of a man, who is righ-

teous over-much, in the Do(£lor's manner of underftanding

the words, that is, " faulty, and criminal by exccfs.'* For

on one fide he commends him for being a juft man^ and full

of righteoufnefs, and yet on the other tells us, that his righ-

teoufnefs is the fliortening of his life. Whereas, had he looked

upon his perifliing in righteoufnefs to be an over-righteoufnefs,

he would never have called him a juft man. Neither by a

wicked man, can he mean a man given up to the utmoft excefs

of wickednefs, fmce he tells usj that he prolongeth his life in

(or by) his wickednefs. Who does not know, that the excefs

of almoft every kind of vice, is of itfelf a ftiortener of life. So

that the whole oppofition and contraft lies between a jj;nod

man, and a bad man. A good man whofe goodnefs (hortena

his life, a bad man whofe iniquity lengthens his life, or at

leaft is not exceflive enough to ihorten the thread of it. Solo^

mon^ abforbed in thefe refledions, fpeaks here by way oi pro-

fopopeia, not the fenfe o( So/omofj^ the experienced, the learned,

the wife ; but of the former Solomon, a vain young fellow, full

of felf-love, and the ftrong defires of life. In the quality of

fuch a one then, he looks with the fame eye upon the righteous

man, who perlfties in his righteoufnefs, as he would on a

wicked one, who fhould perilh in his wickednefs. For it is

neither the righteoufnefs of the one, nor the wickednefs of the

40ther> that oftends him, but the fupcrlativc degrees of both

;

Vol. V, K which
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which tending equally to fhorten life, he looks upon them as

equally oppofitc to the fclf-love he fondles within him. And,

therefore, he deems an excefs of debauchery as great an enemy

to the lafting enjoyment of the pleafures of life, as an extra-

ordinary righteoufnefs would be. Well then might he fay to

the lalter, in this charader, "Be not over-much wicked,

neither be thou foolifh; why fiiouldft thou die before thy

time?" And to the former: " Be not righteous over-much,

neither make thyfelf over-wife: Why fliouldft thou deftroy

thyfelf?"

What wonder then, that a youth of fprighilinefs and fcnfe,

but led away by fclf-love to be fond of the pleafures and en-

joyments of life, when attained without hurry, and poflelTed

without rifk y what wonder, I fay, that fuch a youth fliould

conceive an equal diflike to the fuperlative degrees of virtue

and vice, and, therefore, advife fuch of his companions as give

into the excefs of debauchery, to refrain from it : as it muft

infallibly tend to clog their underftandings, flupify their fenfes,

and entail upon their conftitutions a train of infii mities, which

cannot but debilitate their natural vigour, and Ihorten their-

days? " Be not over-much wicked, neither be thou foolifh:

Why fliouldft thou die before thy time ?" What wonder, that

the fame felf-love fhould prompt him to diiluade fuch of his

friends or acquaintance, as he wifhes to have for companions,

and countenancers of his worldly-minded purfuits, from pur-

fuing righteoufnefs and wifdom to a degree that muft deftroy

' in them all tafte of earthly pleafures, and may poilibly impair

their conftitutions, and forward their end ? " Be not righteous

over-much, neither make thyfelf overwife: Why ftiouldft thou

deftroy thyfelf?"

This is the fcnfe in which Sohinon (placing himfelf in the

ftate of vanity of his youth) fpeaks to the one, and the other

:

to the righteous, and to the ungodly. This is the true, ge-

nuine fenfe of the letter ; and every other fenfe put upon it,

is falfe and groundlefs, and wrefted rather to pervert than ex-

plain the truth of the text. O chriftian fimplicity, whither

art thou fled? Why will not the clergy fpcak truth ? And why

nmft this falfe prophet fufFer thy people, O Lord, to believe ia

lye? they have held the truth in unrighteoufnefs. Raife u[),

I befeech thee, O Lokd, fome true paftors, who may acquaint

theiii
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them with the nature and nccefTuy of perfefl righteoii fnef?,

and lead them to that love of chriUian pcrfcciion which the

angry-minded, pleafure-taking Dodtor Trappy labours to divert

them from, by teaching, that " all chriftians muft have to do
'^ with Tome vanities."

Is not the meaning of this text plain to the vveakcft capa-

city ? I have here given it to you, as 1 have it from the month

of the royal preacher himfelF. I have made u(q of no " phi-

lofophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, afitf the

rudiments of the u'orld, and not after Christ," to impofe a

fleflily fenfe upon you, for the fenfe of the word of God. No,

I have given you a natural expofition, obvious from the very

words themfelves. Hence you may feej my fellow- ft rngglcrs

in righteoufnefs, how groily our arigry adverfary is miliaker!

in his explanation of this text. Lord ! open his eye?, and

touch his heart ; and convert him, and all thofe erring mi-

nivers, who have feen vain and fooli(h things for thy people,

and have not difcovered their iniquity^ to turn away thy cap-

tivity. For they have erred through wine, and through ftrong

drink are out of the way : The prleft and the prophet have

erred through ftrcng drink, they are fwallowed up of wine^

they are out of the way through ftrong drink, they err in

^ vifion, they ftumble in judgment.

It is plain from the vvoids of the text, that the royal Preacher

was fpeaking in the perfon of a vain worldling, when he faid,'

" Be not righteous over-much ;" whereby he' meant to ex-

I
hort the truly righteous not to be difmayed, terrified, or dif-

t turbed from their conftant purfuit of greater and greater per-

fe£lion of righteoufnefs, until they reft in Christ; notwith-

ftanding the derifion, fiefhly perfuafion, ill-treatment and per-

feeution of worldly men: Who, one day, repenting and groan-

ing for anguifti of fpirit, fhall fay within themfelves, '' Thefe

were they whom we had fometime in derifion^ and a proverb

of reproach. We fools, accounted their lives madnefs ; and

their end to be without honour. How are they numbered

among the children of God, and their lot is among the

faints !"

How blind then is the application (not to fay perverfe)

which this felf-wife clergyman makes from the text, to fuchi

as, following the advice of the apoftle, (6";/-^.' iii. 2.) *' fet

K 2 ** their
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*' their affe£tIon on things above, not on things on the earth.'*

Mud haftinefs in anger get the better of fenfe and truth ? Muft

the people be miflcd becaufe the paftor cannot, or will not

fee? Or muft the injunction of Christ, •' Be perfect, even

as your Father, who is in heaven, is perfeCl," give place to

the maxim of the heathen Tally: The greateft reproach to a phi-

lofopher, is to confute his doctrine by his practice ; if this be

the cafe, alas, what a deplorable, unfpeakably deplorable con-

dition is that of fome chriftians ! Wherefore, *' thus faiih the

Lord concerning the prophets who make his people to err,

that bite with their teeth and cry peace ; and he that putteth

not into their mouths, they even prepare war againft him :

therefore night (hall be unto you, that ye fhall not have a

vifion, and it fliall be dark unto you, that ye fhall not divine,

and the fun (hall go down over the prophets, and the day

fiaall be dark over them.

But I will leave thefe lovers of darknefs, and turn to you,

O beloved, elect of God ! I befeech you, by the bowels of

Christ, fuffer not yourfelves to be deceived by their flatter-

ing, fm-foothing fpeeches. *' Be not of that rebellious people,

lying children, children who will not hear the law of the

Lord : who fay to the feers, fee not ; and to the prophets,

prophefy not unto us right things, fpeak unto us fmqoth

things, prophefy deceits." Follow not thofe, who flatter you

in the vanities they pradtife themfclves. O may you never be

of the number of thofe, in the perfon of whom Solo??ion here

fays, " Be not righteous over-much :" for their chara£ter is

the character of the beaft.

II. The character of the perfons, who are to be fuppofed

fpeaking here in the text, is in a word the fame with the

character of thofe whom Solomon here perfonates : Vv^ho, as

is already (hewn, are a vain fet of men, neither righteous

enough to have an habitual defire of improving virtue to its

perfection, nor quite fo flagitious as to give into felf-deftroy-

ing vices : in a word, they are felf-lovers, the fole end of

whofe purfults, whether indifferent, bad, or laudable in them-

felves, is felf-enjoyment. Infomuch that they look upon

virtue and vice, righteoufnefs and wickednefs, with the fame

eye, and their fondnefs or averfion fqr both is alike, as their

diflrercnt
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different degrees appear to be the means to enhance and pro-

long the enjoyment of pleafure, orjto lefTen and fliorten thofe

pleafurcs. Thus any virtue, while it is kept within Tuch

bounds as may render it fubfervient to the pleafurable degrees

of vice, will meet with no oppofition from them; on the

contrary, they will even commend it. But the moment it

becomes a rertraint to vice in moderation (if I may be allowed

to make ufe of terms adequate to their fyftem) from that mo-
ment it gives offence, and they put in their caveat, " Be not

righteous over-much." In like manner, vice, while confined

to certain limits, which rather improve than obftru£l plea-

fures, is with them a defirable good ; but no fooner does it

launch out into any depth, fufficient to drown and diminifli

the relifh of thofe pleafures, than they declare open war againft

it J
" Be not over-much wicked.'* And the reafon they aflign

for their oppofition in both cafes, is the fame : " why
fliouldft thou deffrcy thyfelf ? Why fhouldft thou die before

thy time ?" Such is the prudence of the world, the flefh, and

the devil. Such the maxims of thefe refined libertines, fo

much the more dangerous as they are lefs obvious ; fo much
the more infmuating, as they are removed from certain extra-

vagancies capable of fliocking every man who has the leaft fenfe

and delicacy. O Lord, how true is it, that the fons of

darknefs are wifer in their generation than the fons of liaht !

You are not then, beloved in the Lord, to imagine that

your greateft oppofition, in ftruggling for perfeft righieoufnefs,

is to come from profligates, from men whofe enormous vices

create horror even to themfelves : no, .your moft dangerous,

moft formidable enemies, are the kind of men I have painted

to you, who render vice reliftiable with a mixture of apparent

virtue, and cloath wickednefs in the apparel of righteoufnefs :

'' Beware of them, for they come to you in the cloathing of

fheep, but inwardly are ravenous wolves."

This perverfe generation will enfnare you into ungodlincfs,

by feemin^T; oppofitions to vice, and allow you to fwallow the

feemings of virtue and righteoufnefs like an emetic, only to

puke forth the reality of them. They paint black, white,

and the white they convert into black. Not content with

feeming what they are not, they laboux to make you, what

K 3 they
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they are, Rightcoufi-iers and wickcdnefs they interweave in

aji artful tlffue, capable of deceiving the very ele(5r, and diffi-

cult for the moll: diicerning among them to unravel ; as alms-

giving and avarice, pride and humility, temperance and lux-

ury, are dextrouHy blended together j while as mutual curbs

to each other, they combine to ftem the tide of impediments

to worldly enjoyment, which miight flow from extraordinary

degrees on either fide. Thus " Almfgiving (you are told) is

very excellent," and you belieye the propofitiop, without

knov/ing the particular fenfe it is fpoken in, which is, that

alms-giving is an excellent curb upon avarice, by preferving

a rich man from fuch a fuperlative love of money as deprives

him of the felf-enjoymcnt of it. And upon the ftrength of

this belief, the worldly-minded man, who labours to deceive

you, gains credit enough with you to eftablilh this maxim,

that all fuperlative degrees qf alms-giving, are greatfim^ and

that a man muft never fell all he has and give it to the poor,

becaiife fome may have families of their own, and ought tp

make fufficient provifion for them, according tp that proverb,

'' Charity begins at home ;" when no one, at leaft fcarc?

any one, is wife enough to know, when he has a fufHciency.

P Lord, which are v/e to believe, thefe worldlings, or thee?

If thou dofl deceive us, why doft thou threaten us with pu-

nifliments, if we do not lieed thee ? And if the world is de-

-ceitful, (hall we not flee from it to cleave to thee ?

" Pride is a great fm" even wiih thefe worldlings, inaf-

puch as the external excedc^s of it, may obftrudl: the way to

m?ny ambitious terminations of viev/, and its internal agita-

tion) arc the defliuiiion of that peace, to which even fclf-

lovc afpires ; befides, the frequent extravagancy of its motions

may not only be prejudicial to health, but a (liortner of life.

And, therefore, no wonder they fliould obje6l againft it,

'*' Be not over much wicked : why (houldft thou die before

thy time?" For this rcafon, they look upon a little mixture

of humility to be not only commendable, but even necefiary

to curb the extravagant I'allics of an over-bearing pride. But

then a fuperlative degree of humility, that is, humility free

from the lealf tindhire of pride or vanity, which is the fame

with them, as ^"^ an over-Jlrained humility^ is a fault as well

f as folly 3" becaufe, forfooth, it is an expediment to the felf-

enjoyment
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enjoyment of the world and its pleafurcs ;
<« All chrlftfans

" muft have to do with Tome vanities, or eife they muQ needs

" go out of the world indeed ; for the world irfelf is all over
*' vanity." 'Tis nothing, therefore, furprifing, my brethren,

to fee a man of this caft of mind making a vain oftentatioii

of his little fuperficial acquaintance, with the antient Greeks

and Romans. What is this but a6ling conformably to his own
principle, that " all chriliians muft have to do with fome

vanities ?" And (hall we wonder to hear fuch a one prefer

their writings, to thofe of an apoftle ; or be aftonifhed to fee

him wound the apoftle with raillery, through your fides, for

wifhing to know nothing but Jesus Christ, and him cru-

cified ? No, with him it is confiftency to laugh and reprove

you out of the perfe£lion of righteoufncfs, which, however

he may play with terms, is with him the fame as being righte-

ous over-much ; but with you it would be inconfiftency, who
ought to know no difference between being righteous, and

living in a perpetual, habitual defire of being fuperlativcly fo.

It is no more then, than you ought to cxpe(Sl: to hear fuch

advocates for the world cry out to you, " Be not righteous

Qver-much : why fhould you deftroy yourfclves ?" But,

O Lord, furdy this is not the fame voice which tells us, that

unlefs we humble ourfclves like unto children, vjt fliall not

enter into the kingdom of heaven, and that he is greateft

there, who humbles himfelf the moft like a child I But what

will not men advance who are drunk with palHon, and intox-

icated with felf-love ?

" The vice of intemperance in eating, and drinking, is

*' plain to every bodv," they own. And, therefore, they

give it up as an excefs which cannot but tend to the impairing

of health, and iliortening of life: nay, it drowns the very re-

Ijfh of pleafure in a61:ual eating and drinking. Hence will every

refined debauchee exclaim againft it with Dr. Trapp : " Ba

not over much wicked : why (houldft thou deftroy thyfelf ?"

Little fobriety, fay they, is requiHte to give a zeft to luxury

and worldly pleafures. Bat too much of it is too much, " to

*' eat nothing but bread and herbs, and drink nothing but

" water, unlefs there be a particular reafon for it (fuch pcr-

*' haps as Doctor Chcyne may afiign) is folly at beft, (that is,

'^ even thoiJgh it be dons for Christ's lake) therefore

K 4 " n®
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" no virtue ;" *' Be not then righteous over-much, why
fhouldft thou dertroy thyfelf ?" And if you fhould anfwer thefe

carnally-minded men with the words of the apoftle, Rom. viii.

*' We are debtors, not to the flefh, to live after the flefli :

For if we live after the flefh, we fhall die : but if we, through

the fpirit, do mortify the deeds of the flefh, we fhall live."

If you anfwer them thus, they will tell you, <' this is teach-

'' ins: for dodtrines the commandments of men." And it will

be to as little purpofe to anfwer them, with what St. Paul

fays elfewhere [Rom. xiv. 17.) " The kingdom of God
is not meat and drinlc, but righteoufnefs, and peace, and

joy in the Holy Ghoft :" They will not blufh to tell you,

that '* our bleiTed Saviour came eating and drinking, nay
*' worked a miracle to make wine (at an entertainment) when
" it is plain there had been more drank than v/as necelTary."

To fuch lengths does the love of the world hurry thefe felf-

fond, merry-making worldlings ! Tell them of felf-denial,

they will not hear you, it is an encroachment upon the plea-

fures of life, and may fiiorten it of a few days, which you are

never fure of pofl'effing ; it is being " righteous over-much :

why fhouldft thou dcftroy thyfelf ?" Jesus, you will fay, tells

us [John xii. 25.) '* He that loveth his life fhall lofe it, and

he that hateth his life in this world, fliail keep it unto life

eternal." But this and the like, they will inform you, " are

hyperboiical phraies." Now what fignifies minding Jesus,

when he fpeaks hyperbolically, that is, fpeaks more than is

flridly true. Yet, O Lord Jesus, grant us to mind thee,

whatever thefe worldlings may fay ; remind us, that if any

man will come after thee, he muft deny himfclf, and take

up his crofs, and follow thee I O how enlarging is it to the

foul, to take up the crofs of Christ and follow him !

But you are charged, ye beloved lovers of perfecSl righte-

oufnels, with extravagances. You allow of " no fort of
" recreation or diverfion ; nothing but an univerfal mortifi-

<' cation and felf-denial ; no plcafurc but from religion only :"

you teach '^ that the bodily appetites muft not be in the leafl

" degree gratified, any farther than is abfolutely neceflary to

^' keep body and foul together, and mankind in being : No
^' allowances are to be made for melancholy misfortune?, or

^^ humau infirmity ; grief muH be cured only by prayer;" (a

houicl
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horrid grievance this, to fuch as think prayer burdenibmc at

beft) " To divert it by worldly amufements is carnal." A
heavy charge this : but left it Ibould leem fo only to thofe

carnal perfons, who are refolved to give way to their carnal

appetites ; what you look upon as advifable only, thefe per-

verters of truth infinuate to be looked upon by you as indif-

penfable duties. And left prevarication fhould fail, down-

right falfhoods muft be placed to your account, " fo that to

'' j-afte an^ agreeable fruit, or fmell to a rofe, muft be unlaw-

'^ ful with you," however you difown it. But O, my be-

loved chriftians, be not difcouraged from the purfuit of per-

fect righteoufnefs by thefe or fuch vile mifreprefentations.

For " blefTed are ye when men ftiall jevile you, and fhall fay

all manner of evil againft you falfcly for the fake of Christ

Jesus. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : For great is your

reward in heaven : for fo perfecuted they the prophets who
were before you."

Thus far, then, may fuffice to fhew clearly with what dan-

gerous views the worldly-minded men, whom Solomon per-

fonates in the text before us, lay fiege to your fouls in fair

fpeeches. What I have faid, is enough to convince you,

that their character is that of the beaft, whom St, John^ in

the Revelations, " faw coming up from the fea (that is, the

flagitious world) with feven heads." And v/hat fhall we fay

of a man, a clergyman, who teaches, and is an advocate for

their perverfe dotSlrines ? May we not, nay, muft we not,

for the glory of God, and your good, inform you, that he

is a " Teacher and approver of worldly maxims." May I

not, nay, muft I not, give you this caution with the royal

preacher: ''When he fpeaketh fair, believe him not, for

there are feven abominations in his heart ?" But how differ-

ent is the chara£ler I have given you, from the chara6tcr

of the perfons to whom the text under confideration is fpoken :

that is, the charader of all fuch, as, like you, are refolved

never to reft, 'till they reft in Christ Jesus. To fhew this,

I fhall now pafs to my third point.

III. To what fort of perfons does Solomon in the chara61:er

of a worldling addrefs himfelf, when he fays, <« Be not righte-

ous over-much, neither make thyfelf over-wife : why fhouldft

thou deftroy thyfelf?" Not to the wicked, 'tis plains ^o^ be-

fides
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fides that It would have |been an unnecelT^ry precaution, he

turns to thefe in the next verfe with another kind of warning,

which however has feme analogy with this. " Be not over-

much wicked, neither be thou foolifti, why (houldft thou die

before thy time ?" Was it then to the righteous, in a com-

mon way ; that is, to fuch as content themfelves with the

obfervance of the abfolute eflentials of God's laws ? Surely

our adverfaries will not allow this, unlefs they be of opinion,

that to be righteous at all, is to be righteous over-much.

And yet it cannot poflibly be fuppofed that the perfons fpokea

to, are men perfedly righteous j fince, as I proved to you,

in the introduction of this difcourfe, till v/e come up to the

perfection of our heavenly father, we can never be righteous

enough^ much lefs perfe5ily righteous : wherefore, as in this

life, men cannot attain to the perfection of their heavenly fa-

ther, it follov/s in courfe that the perfons here fpoken to, can-

not be men perfeClly righteous, there being no fuch men ex-

ifting ; for as St. fohn faith, " If we fay that we have no fin,

we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not in us." Alas, O
•Lord, when fliali we be delivered from the body of this

death ?

It remains, that the perfons fpoken to, in the text, are fuch

-only, as perfifting fledfaftly in a firm adherence to all the

eiiential laws of God, content not themfelves with the piac-

tice of common virtues in a common degree, but live in a

perpetual habitude of defires, ftruggles, and yearnings towards

an intimate union with Christ, the perfection of righteouf-

nefs. They are not of the number of thofe righteous with

indifference, who would fain blend the fervice of God and

mammon, would fain have Christ and the world for their

mafters, and halting between two, like the children o{ Ifrael

of old, with- their faces to heaven, and their hearts to the

earth, are neither hot nor cold. Alas, would they were cold

or hot ! But " becaufe they are luke-warm, and neither cold

nor hot, the Lord (hall fpew them out of his mouth."

Not fo the perfons fpoken to in my text ; not fo you, O
birloved in God, who having fliaken off the world and

worldly affections, to run the more fwifily after righteoufnefs,

hate your own lives for the fake of Christ. Kappy, happy

are all you, who put oa our Lord Jesu^j and w;th him the

new
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Rew m^n I
" You arc the true clrcumcifion which worfhip

God in fpirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no

confidence in the flefti."

What wonder then, chriftians ? To you I fpeak, all ye

lovers and ftrugglcrs after the perfe6t righteoufners of your

divine Mafter Christ ; what wonder is it, that you fhould

be charged with enthufiaffn, with folly, with fanaticifm and

madnefs ? Were not the apoftles fo before you, when they

preached Christ Jesus ? Nay were they not reputed drunk

with wine ? Can you be amazed at it in an age, " when all

*' manner of vice abounds to a degree almoft unheard of,'*

when the land is full of adulterers, and becaufe of fweanng

the land mourneth. O how is the faithful city become aa

harlot ! my heart within me is broken, becaufe of the clergy,

all my bones (hake ? I am like a drunken man, and like a

man whom wine hath overcome ; becaufe of the Lord, and

becaufe of the words of his holinefs, perverted by this deluded

clergyman.

When the clergy, whom Christ has appointed to teach

bis people " to walk before him and be perfect," become

teachers of worldly maxims, what can be exps6led from the

laity ? It is notorious, that for the moralizing iniquity of the

prieft, the land mourns. Tliey have preached and lived many

tincere perfons out of the church of England. They endea-

v.our to make you vain : (as the prophets did \\\ the days of

yere?mah) they fpeak a vifion out of their own mouth, and

not out of the mouth of the Lord. In a word, "• both

*' prophet and prieft are prophane, and do wickednefs in the

*' very houfe of the Lord." Nay, they fay ttill to them v»ho

defnife the Lord, The Loud hath faid, ye lliali have peace ;

and they fay to every one who walketh after the imagination

of his own heart, I^o evil (liall come upon you.

Such is the language, my beloved lovers of chriftian per-

fection, which the indolent, earthly-minded, pleafure-taking

clergy of the church q\' England^ ufe to ftrengthen the hands

of evil-doers, that none may return from his wicke-nefs.

Such is the dotStrine of the letter-learned div:nc, who has

dipped his pen in gall, to decry perfect righteoufnefs, and to

delude you from it, with a falfe application of that text fo

©rofly mifunderftood by him.: *.' Be not righteous over-much,

i/. neither


