NOT BEING WEARY IN WELL-DOING.

“ Hear now, ye rebels; must we feteh yon
water out of this rock?” Though he were
a favourite, and God had spoken with him
face to face, yet God gives him a check for
it; it turned his smile into a frown. 2.
Prejudicial to us; Moses’ rash speech shnt
him out of Canaan; it may shut us out of
heaven, of which that was but a type.  Oui-
gen notes, he had sinned most 0 his tongue
and God punished him most in his tongue.
6th Motive. He who offends not in his
tongue, is a perfect man; an high expres-
sion ; “if any man offend not in word, the
same 1s a perfeet man;” that is, attains to
a very high degree, in the highest form of
Christ’s school. A prudent man, or an up-
right man ; or comparatively, 1n comparison
of others, such as have not gotten the con-
quest over their passions, he is far above
them, and, in comparison of them, he is a
perfect man; such an one was holy Cran-
mer, that could not he provoked by the ill
arriage of others, but requited injuries
with kindness.
7th Motive.  You must give an account
to God, as well of your speeches, as your
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actions, Mat. xii. 36., ¢ Every idle word
that men shall speak, they shall give an ac-
count thereof in the day of judgment;”
words of no account, will have an ‘hc;wy
account.  And, if God will reckon with
inen for every idle, angry word, then, what
will he do for sinful oaths ? < Oh that my
words were now written I’ Job xix. 23.
Truly, if many people’s words were written,
they wounld he ashamed of them.  And, let
me tell you, your words are written : Rev.
xv.  “ The hooks were opened.” In the
book of God’s remembrance all vour words
are written; you had need then be carefnl
you offend not with your tongne; God
writes down all you speak, and yvou must
give an account to him. When Latimer
licard the pen going behind the hangings,
he was careful in his answers; and let me
tell you, as vour words are, snch will vonr
sentence be; when the hooks are opc.nud,
God will proceed with you in judicature,
according to your words ; by your words
vou shall be saved or condemnned : Mat. xii.
| 37, < By thy words thon shalt be justified,
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.”
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SERMON 1V.

GAL. vi. 9.

““ And let us not be weary in well-doing : for in due season we shall reap, if we

Juit not.”

IN the verses before the text, the apostle
had laid down a proposition, “ What a man
soweth that shall he reap,” ver. 7.; he that
sows in sin shall reap in sorrow; he that
sows the sceds of grace shall reap glory;
there is the proposition.  In the text, the a-
postle makes the applieation.  Let us not
he weary in well-doing.  We that have
sown the good seed of repentance, and an

holy life, ¢ Let us not be weary; for in‘|
’lpl'o:lch. But why should this make us

due season we shall reap, if we faint not.’

I. A Dchortation : ¢ Let us not be wea-
ry.

II. The argument: ¢ We shall reap in
due scason.’

I. A Debhortation; ¢ Let us not be weary.”
Where there is, 1. Something implied,—
that we are apt to be weary in well-doing.
2, Something expressed,—that we ought
not to be weary in well-doing.

1. The thing implied, that, we are apt
to be weary in well-doing.  This weariness
is not from the regenerate part, hut the
fleshly ; as Peter’s sinking in the water,
was not from the faith in him, but the fear;
this weariness in a Christian course is oe-
| casioned from four things :

(1.) From the revilings of the world,
Px. Ixxi. 10, ¢ My encmies speak agaiust
me.”  Tunocency is no shicld against re-

weary of well-doing ? Did not Jesus Christ
undergo reproach for us, when the Jews
put.a erown of thorns on hiim, and bowed
the kuee in scorn? Is it any dishonour to

1 us to be reproached for doing that which is

good ? Is it any disparagement to a virgin
to be reproached for her heauty and chasti-

| ty 2 Our reproaches for Christ, we should

bind as a crown about our head. Now a
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Spirit of glory rests upon us, 1 Pet. . 14,
“ If ye be reproached for the name of Christ,
happy are ye; for the Spirit of God and of
olory rvesteth upon yow.”  Regium est bene
Sfucere et male audire.  He that clips our
eredit to make it weigh lighter, makes our
crown heavier.

(2.) That which 1s apt to oceasion wea-
riness in well-domg, is the present suffer-
ings we are exposed to, 2 Cor. 1v. 8., ¢ We
are troubled on every side.” But why
shonld this make ns weary in well-doing ?
Is not our life a warfare? It i1s no more
strange to meet with sufferings in religion,
than for a mariner to meet with storms, or
a soldier to meet with bullets. Do not we
cousider upon what terms we are entered
into religion ? Did not we vow in baptism
to fight under Christ’s hanner ? Doth not
our Lord tell us, we must take “up the
cross and follow” him? Mat. xvi. 24, Is
not this part of the legacy Christ hath be-
queathed us? John xvi. 33. We wonld
partake of Christ’s glory bhut not of his suf-
ferings : besides, doth not many a man suf-
fer for his sins? Do not men’s Justs bring
them to an untimely end? Do men suffer
for their sins, and do we think mueh to
suffer for Christ ? How did St. Paul rejoiece
in sufferings ? 2 Cor. vii. 4. ITow did he
glory in it? “ As a woman that is prond
of her jewels,” Curysosronme.  Why should
sufferings make ns faint? who would not
be willing to tread upon a few thorns, that
is going to a kingdom.

(3.) That which is apt to oceasion wea-
riness in well-doing, is the deferring of the
We are apt to he discouraged and
grow weary, if we have not what we desire
presently ; we are all for present pay.
But consider, 1. Our work is not yet done;;
we have not vet finished the faith ; the ser-
vant doth not receive his pay till his work
be done. LEven Christ’s reward was refer-
red till he had done hLis work; when he
had eompleted our redemption, and said u-
pon the cross, « It is finished,” then he en-
tered into glory. 2. God defers the reward,
to make hieaven more welecome to us.  Af-
ter all our praying, weeping, suffering, how
sweet will the joys of paradise taste !

(4.) That which is apt to oecasion wea-
riness in well-doing, is the greatness and

reward.
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difficulty of a Christian’s work ; hnt why
should this make us weary? Difliculty
whets a generons mind; the soldier’s life
hath its diffienlties, but they raise his spi-
rits the more; he loves to encounter hard-
ship, and will endare a bloody fight for a
golden harvest. Besides, where is the least
prineiple of grace, it renders the way of re-
ligion, easy and pleasant.  When the load-
stone draws, it is easy for the iron to move:
When God’s Spirit draws we move in the
way of rcligion with facility and delight.
Christ’s serviee is freedom.  Ps. exix. 45.,
“ T will walk at liberty.” To serve God,
to love God, to enjoy God, is the sweetest
liberty in the world. Besides, while we
serve God, we gratify ourselves; as lhe
who digs in a mine, while he sweats, he
gets gold ; while we glorify God, we pro-
mote our own glory.

II. The second thing expressed is, that
we should not grow weary in a Christian
course,—we should not tire in our race,—
“ Let us not be weary in well-doing.”  The
Greek word, to be weary, signifies, to shrink
hack, as cowards in war; let it not be thus
with us; letus not shrink back from Christ’s
colours, Heb. 1v. 14, ¢ Let us hold fast onr
profession:” We must not ounly hold forth
our profession, hut hold fast our profession.
The crown is not given to him that fights,
but to him that overcomes.

Use 1st. Of reproof. It reproves sunch
as are weary of well-doing.  These are
falling stars, 2 Tim. iv. 10. Demas forsook
God, and afterwards beeame a priest in an
idol temple, Dorotheus.  Tlos. viii. 3., ¢ Is-
racl hath cast off the thing that is good.”
Many kave thrown off Christ’s livery ; they
have left off an holy course of life; they
have tnrned to worldliness or wantonness,
Gal. v. 7., “ Ye did ran well, who did hin-
der you?” Why did you tire in your race ?
2 Pet. 1. 21., ¢ It had been better for them
not to have known the way of righteons-
ness, than after they have known it to turn
from the holy commandment.”

Use 2d. Exhortation: ‘ Let us not be
weary in well-doing.”  Counsider,

1. The way of religion is of good report ;
ITeb. xi. 2. By faith ¢ the elders obtained
a good report.”  Shall we be weary of that
which is our credit ? If indeed the Christian




NOT BEING WEARY IN WELL-DOING.

relicion were a thing that would hring
shame or loss—as the ways of sin do—then
we had eause to desert ity and grow weary
of it; but it brings honour:; Prov. iv. 9.,
. Sh(' slm]l give to thy head an ornament
of grace.”  Why then should we be weary
of well-doimng ?

The beanty of a Christian is to hold
on in picty without heing weary : Aets xxi.
16., ¢ Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple.”
It is a beautiful sight to see silver hairs
crowned with golden virtue. The heauaty
of a thing is when it comes to be finished ,
the beauty of a picture is, when it is drawn
out 1 its full lineaments, and laid in its o-
rient colours; the heanty of a Christian is,
when he hath finished his faith, 2 Thn. 1v. 7.
It was the glory of the church of Thyatira,
she kept her best wine till last, Rev. ii. 19,
“ I know thy works, and the last to be
more than the first.”

3. Such as are weary of well-doing it is
a sign they never acted in religion from
choice, or from a principle of faith, but
from the external spring of applause or pre-
ferment, so that, when these fail, their
seeming goodness ceascth.

4. God is never weary of doing us good ;
therefore we should not be weary of serving
him. A king that is continually obliging
his subjects by gifts and gratitudes, those
subjeets have no cause to be weary of ser-
ving their prince.

5. If we grow weary, and throw off re-
ligion, we make all we have done null and
void; Ezek. xvii. 24., ¢ When the righiteons
turneth away from his righteousness, all
his righteousness that he hath done shall
not be mentioned.”  1Ile who
serving God,
once he grows weary and desists,
vels all lis work, and misseth of the re-
compense of reward. Tle that runs half® a
race, and then tires, loseth the garland!
O what folly is it to do well a while,
by apostacy to undo all! As if a limner
with a pencil should draw a fair pictare,
and then come with his sponge and wipe it
ont again.

Liath heen

lie unra-

6. Consider the examples of such as have
contimued their progress nnweariably in a
Christian course. The apostle sets before

our eyes a cloud of witnesses; lleh. xii. 1,

and doing angel’s work, if

and |
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“ Being compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us run the vace that
1s set hefore us:” let us run it with swift-
ness and constaney.  How many noble
martyrs and confessors of old, have walked
in the wavs of God, thongh they have been
strewed with thorns ? They scorned prefer-
ments, langhed at imprisonments, and their
love to Christ burned hotter than the fire.
Polycarp, when he came hefore the procon-
suly, and he bade him deny Christ, replied,
“I have served Christ these eighty-six
vears, and he hath not once hurt me, and
shall T deny him now ?” Tertullian saith,
such was the constaney of the primitive
saints, that the persecutors cried out,
“ What a misery is this,
weary n tormcntmz_,
during torment !” Let us tread in their
steps, who throngh faith and patience in-
herit the promises.
It will be our comfort on our death-

bed, to review a well-spent life. It was
Augustin’s wish, that he might have a quiet
casy death. If any thing md]\(' our pillow
at death, it will be tlns that we have
heen unweariable in God’s work ; this will
be a death-hed cordial.  Did you ever know
any ropcnt at death that they had heen too
hn]v Mauny have repented that they have
followed the world too much, not that they
have prayed too mueh, that they have re-
pented too much.  What hath made death
sweet, but that they have ¢ finished their
course, and kept the faith.”
Think of the great reward we shall
if we do not give over, or grow
weary, and that is, glory and immortality.
1. This glory is ponderous; it is called

“ weight of glory,” 2 Cor. iv. 17. The
weight adds to the worth s the weichtier
a crown of gold is, the more 1t 15 worth.
2. It s satisfying, Ps. xvii. 15, T shall be
satisfied when I awake, with thy hikeness.”
This glory will abundantly recompense all
onr labours and sufferings.  The joy of
;’ harvest will make amends for all the labour
Lin sowing. O what harvest shall the saints
reap! Tt will he always reaping time in
heaven; and this reaping will he in dne
season ; so the apostle saith in the text,
“ We shall reap in due season.”  The hus-
bandinan doth not desire to reap till the

that we are more
than thev are in en-

Casy

have,
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season ; he will not reap his corn while it
is green, hut when it is ripe; so we shall
reap the reward of glory in due scason;
when our work is done,—when our sins
are purged out,—when our graees are come
to their full growth,—then is the scason of
reaping ; therefore let us not he weary of
well-doing, but hold on in prayer, reading,
and all the exercises of religion; we shall
“ reap in due season, if we faint not.”  To
keep us from fainting, kunow, that the re-
ward promised is very near, Rom. xiii. 11,
“ Our salvation is nearer than when we
believed.” We are but within a few days
march of the heavenly Canaan: it is hut a
few more prayers and tears shed, and we
shall be perfect in glovry: as that martyr,
Dr. Taylor said, ¢ I have hut one stile
more to go over, and I shall he at my I'a-
ther’s house.”  Stay hut a while, Christi-
ans, and vour trouble shall be over, and
yvour coronation-day shall ecome.  Christ
who is the oracle of truth hath said, “sure-
ly T ecome quickly,” Rev. xxii. 20. And
yet deatl’s coming is soener than Christ’s
personal coming, and then begins the saint’s
blessed jubilee.

Quest. IVhat means shall we wse, that we
may not wax weary in a Christian course.

Ans. 1. Let us shake off spiritual sloth ;
sloth saith, ¢ there is a lion in the way.”
He who is slothful, will soon grow weary ;
he is fitter to lie on his eouch, than to run
a race. It is a strange sight, to see a busy
devil, and an idle Christian.

Ans. 2. 1f we would not grow weary, let
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us pray for persevering grace. It was Da-
vid’s prayer, Ps. exix. 117, ¢ 1Iold thou
me up, and I shall be safe;” and it was
Beza’s prayer, ¢ Lord, perfect what thou
hast hegun in me.”  That we may hold on
a Chiristian course, let us labour for three
persevering graces.  Faith keeps from faint-
ing; faith gives a substance to things not
seen, and makes them to he as it were pre-
sent, Heh.xi.  Asa perspeetive glass makes
those things whieh are at a distance neax
to the eye, so doth faith: heaven, and glo-
ryv seem near. A Christian will not be
weary of serviee, that hath the crown in
his eye. The second persevering grace is
hope.  Hope annhmates the spirits: it is to
the soul as eork to the net, whieh keeps it
from sinking. Hope breeds patience, and
paticnee breeds perseverance.  Iope is
compared to an anehor, Heb. vi. 19.  The
Christian never sins, but when he easts a-
way his anchor. The third persevering
crace is love. Love makes 2 man that he
is never weary. Love may be eompared
to the rod of myrtle in the traveller’s hand,
whieh refresheth him, and keeps him from
being weary in his journey. He who loves
the world, is never weary of following the
world; he who loves God will never be
weary of serving him; that is the reason
why the saints and angels in heaven are
never weary of praising and worshipping
God ;: because their love to God is perfeet,
and love turuns serviee into delight.  Get
the love of God in your learts, and you
will run in his ways, and not be weary.
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SERMON V.

JanmEes v, 17,

rl‘HF, apostle, in the former verses, had
met with a sin common 1 those days, a
sinful boasting among men, ver. 13, 14.,
“(io to now, ye that say, to-day or to-mor-
row, we will go into such a city, and buy
and sell, and get gain; whereas you know
not what shall be on the morrow,”—you
may he in your graves before to-morrow,—
 for what is your life? It is even a vap-
our.”

“To lam that knoweth to do good, and doth it not, to him it is sin.”

cannot continue long; as it is raised by the
sun so it is dispersed by the wind; such is
your life,—a vapour,—a short breath,—a
flying shadow,—it appears for ¢ a little
time, and then vaunisheth.”  Well might
they say, what need we be taught such a
plain lesson? Who knows not all this, that
life is a vapour, and that we ought not to
Jouty g
boast what we will do to-morrow ? The a-

A vapour being an exhalation, it | postle scems in the text to meet with them



