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teousness. “ Every man,” saith Luther, |
¢« is born with a pope in his heart.” O
make Christ all in regard of reeumbency ;
let him be your eity of refuge to flee to,
and your ark.

(6.) Make Christ all in your joy. Gal
vi. 14., ¢ God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
Luke i. 47. O Christian, hast thou seen
the Lord Jesus? hath this morning-star
shined into thy heart with its enlightening,
quickening beams? Then rejoice and be
exceeding glad.  Shall others rejoiee in the
world ; and will not you rejoice in Christ ?
How mueh Dbetter is he than all other
things? It refleets disparagement upon
Clirist when his saints are sad and droop-
ing. Is not Christ yours, what would you
Lave more?

Ouws. 1st, But, saith one, “ I am low in
the world, and that takes off the chariot-
wheels of my joy, and makes me drive hea-
vily.”

Ans. But hast thou not Christ?  And 1s
Christ all ? Ps. xvi. 5, 6.

Oguy. 2d, If indeed T knew Christ were
mine, then I eould rejoiee ; but how shall I
know that?

Ans. 1. Ts thy soul filled with pantings
after Christ? Dost thou desire as well wa-
ter out of Christ’s side to eleanse thee, as
blood out of his side to save thee? These
sighs and groans are stirred up by the Spirit
of God; by the beating of this pulse, judge

of the life of faith 1 thee.
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A. 2. Hast thou given up thyself by an
universal subjection to Christ? this is a
good sign that Christ is thine,

A. 3. Be thankful for Christ; God hath
done more for you in giving you Christ,
thanif he had set yon with the princes of
the carth, Ps. exiil. 8., or had made you
angels ; or had given you the whole world.
In short, God cannot give a greater gift
than Christ; for in giving Christ he gives
himself to us; and all this ealls aloud for
thankfulness.

Use ult. Here is a breast of eomfort to
every man that hath Christ, ¢ Christ is all ;”
it is good lying at this fountain-head. When
a Christian sces a deficieney in himself,
he may see an all-sufficiency in his Saviour.
“ Happy 1s that people whose God is the
Lord ! Ps. exliv. w/t. That servant needs
not want who hath his master’s full purse
at command: he needs not want who hath
Christ, for “Christ is all and in all.” What
though the fig-tree doth not flourish, if
thou hast Christ the tree of life, and all
fruit growing there ? In the hour of death,
a believer may rejoiee ; when he leaves all,
he 1s possessed of all. As Ambrose said
to his friend, ¢ I fear not death, beeause I
have a good Lord,” so may a godly man
say, “ I fear not death, beeause I have
a Christ to go to; death will but earry me
to that torrent of divine pleasure which
runs at his right hand for evermore.” [
will end with that, 1 Thess. 1v. 18. ¢ Where-
fore, comfort one another with these words.”
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SERMON VIL

Puir. iv. 9. ¢ Those things which you have both learned, and received, and heard, and
seen in me, do, and the God of peace shall be with you.”

VVHAT the particular reason of my choice
of this scripture this day is, if vou com-
pare my present situation, ¥ with the in-
tent of the apostle, in these words, you
will easily understand. These words of
the apostle, being part of the close of his

+ This sermon was preached by Mr. Watson on the eve of
1ig ejectmient from the rectorship of St. Stephens, Walbrook,

o1 nonconformity, after the restoration.

epistle to the Philippians, are his vale-
diction or farewell to them: Tt i1s not un-
known to yon, that I must now be parted
from you; and I have piteched on this
seripture, to be the close of my twenty years
ministry among you. God hath sent me
among you to be a builder; and I have
chosen this text, to be 2 hammer to fasten
and drive home those mnails of instruction
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and consolation, which I have been so long
endeavouring to enter iuto yon. God hath

sent me among you as a fisherman; and 1

have chosen these words to be as the clos-
ing of the net. DBehold! cuce more the
net is spread, and I am now making my
last dranght; and O that it might have the
same good speed as Peter’s last had, Luke
v. 6. It would then pay the charges, though
the net brake.  God hath sent me among
you as an husbandman, to plough, and to
sow; and I am now come to cover what
hath heen sown. What is my aim in preach-
ing, let it be yoursin hearing : O that both
preacher and hearers might heartily join in
this desire ! This ence more, God speed the
plongh.  In this desire and hope I drive on.

In the text observe, a precept,—a pro-

mise,—an entail of the promise on the pre-
cept. In the precept we have, Ist, An aet,
“do.” 2d, An object, ¢ The things that

youhavelearned, received, heard, and seen.”
The promise is in these words, ¢ the God
of peace shall be with yon.” The entail
of the promise on the precept you have in
the connective particle  and,” which knits
them up together. Do the work, and have
the reward; obey the precept, and enjoy
the promise; * do what you have reccived
and heard, and the God of peace shall be
with you.” Be careful of the former, and
be not careful about the latter; if the pre-
cept be performed, the promise shall be
made good.

Docr. 1. Christians must be learners, be-
fore they can be doers. < What you have
learned, that do.”

Docr. 2. He hath learned well, that hath
learned to do well.

Docr. 3. Christians’ eyes, as well as their
ears, may help them on in religion ; or, the
holy examples of ministers should be living
gerraons to people. What you have scen
in me.”  Therefore the apostle exhorts,
Phil. iii. 17., ¢ Mark them which so walk,
as you have us for an example;” and 1 Cor.
xi. 1., Be ye followers of me, as I am of
Christ;” that is, either, I have been a fol-
lower of Christ, be ye therefore followers
of me; or else, be ve followers of me as
far forth as I have been a follower of
Christ.  Those ministers may go oft the
stage with honour and comfort, who have
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left behind them the good seed of sound
doetrine, and the good savour of an holy
example. For my own part, what my doc-
trine and manner of life hath heen among
von, you are witnesses, and God also.

| And, however, 1 have great reason to judge
Land condemn myself before the Lord, and
| to bewail it, that my conversation hath heen

less examplary and useful, than, O that it
had been! yet I go off from you, with this
testimony upon my heart, that I have not
been of those who bind heavy burdens, and
lay them on other men’s shoulders, hut will
not touch them with one of their fingers,
but my endeavour hath been, to press on
my own soul, and hold out in my own prac-
tice, that word of life which I have preached
to yon ; and therefore am bold, in this sense,
to exhort you, in the words of the apostle,
“ Be ye followers of me,” as far forth as
you have seen me a follower of Christ.

Docr. 4. Godly ministers, when they are
parting from their people, would fain leave
God behind them.  Though it be not un-
usual, when the Lord sends them away,
he goes with them; God and his messen-
gers, do not seldom take their farewell of
people together; yet their earnest desire is,
that though they must away, yet the Lord
would stay.

Doct. 5. Faithful ministers would be
messengers of peace, going, as well as com-
ing.

As the apostles’ first words were- to be,
“ Peace be unto you,” so some of this a-
postle’s last words were, ¢ the God- of }-)eace
shall be with you.”

Docr. 6. Whenever ministers part wita
their people, if they can but leave godliness
in them, they shall certainly leave God with
them.  Or, those that obey the gospel,
whatsoever, or whomsoever they want, shall
ever be in a peaceful and blessed condition.

“ These things do,” that is, live in the
practice and power of that doctrine of god-
liness ¢ which yon bave reccived and
heard,” and then fear not, ¢ the God of
peace shall be with yon.”

This doetrine, I shall fully prove to you,
after I have premised, First, thatthe doctrine
which I have preached to you is the doc-
trine of godliness ; the sum whereof take in
these four particulars :

e ' .



658

1. That Jesus Christ, who eame into the
world to save sinners, came also to sanctify
and purge them from their sins.

9. That those that helieve in Jesns, must
he eareful to maintain good works, or to
live a godly life.

3. That this godliness is not such a slight,
and easy, and empty thing, as the mistaken
world imagine; but stands in an exact con-
formity of the whole man, heart and life,
to the whole will of God.

4. That as whosoever helicves not 1 Je-
sus, so whosoever is short of this true sincere
godliness, cannot be saved.

This is the sum of that doctrine, which
I have preached unto you; which being the
eternal truth of God, T herein embark my
whole soul and life, desiring to be found in
that same Jesus, and to be found walking
in that same way of righteousness which
I have declared unto you.

Secondly, that my design and alm, 1n
preachnw this doctrine to you, hath been,
to beget in you, and through the influence
and assistance of the eternal Spirit, to bring
vou to this true godliness. T have travail-
ed in birth with you that Christ might be
formed in you,—that T might ]cave you
possessors and partakers of that grace,
which aceompanies salvation,—that your
faith might stand not in the wisdom of
men, but in the power of God,—that your
repentance might be repentance unto life,
not to he repentcd of,—that you might o-
bey from the heart, that form of doctrine
that hath been delivered unto you,—that
you might stand complete in all the will of
God,—that yon might be holy, and harm-
less, the children of God without rebuke,
in the midst of a crooked generation, a-
mongst whom you must shine as lights in
the world, holding forth the word of life,—
that being rooted and grounded in love, you
might comprehend with all saints, what is
the height, and depth, and length, and
breadth, and might know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, and be filled
with all the fulness of God; to this end
have I taught every one, and warned every
one, that I might present you perfect in
Christ Jesus.

Thirdly, that as far forth as the success
hath answered my design and aim upon
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any of your souls, so far forth stand yon en-
titled to this glorious promise in the text,
“ the God of peace shall be with you.”
Look how many souls there are amongst
you, that live in the power and obedience
of those truths you have reccived: to so
many can I, with confidence, give this
farewell of the apostle, without ifs, or
ands,—* the God of peace shall be with
you.” To whomsoever the Lord hath been
a God of grace, to them will he be a God
of peace. Whoever amongst yon, hath
this God of grace dwelling and ruling in
you, shall certainly find this God of peace,
dwelling and abiding with you.

These things premised, I shall now give
you the full proof of the doetrine, iu the
following reasons. The doetrine you re-
member is,—those that obey the gospel,
whatsoever, or whomsoever they want,
shall ever be in a peaceful and blessed con-
dition. The rcasons are,

1st, The God of peace shall be with them.

2d, If God be with them, all things,
whatsoever befal them, shall make for their
good.

Reason 1st.  The God of peace shall be
with them ; these things do, hve in the o-
bedicnce of the holy doectrine which you
have received, and the God of peace shall
be with you. This glorious promise is
pregnant with all the blessings that hcaven
and carth can afford. If you ask, why,—
what is there in it 7 T demand of you, what
is there in God? God is in the promise;
all that is in God is here assured to the
godly.  The philosophers of old attained to
some glimmerings of the excellencies that
are in God, by these three ways.

1. Per vicon negationis, conceiving of him
as a Being removed from all things signify-
ing imperfection : as ignoranee, impotence,
iniquity, corruptibility, composition, alter-
ation, or any limits or bounds of his es-
sence, power and glory.

9, Per viam eausalilatis, conceiving of
him as the fountain of all other l)olnrrS°
and thenee concluding, that whatsoever ex-
cellencies or perfections are scattered up
and down in the whole creation, are all u-
nited in him from whom they had their o-
riginal.

3. Per viam cminentie, by way of excel-
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leney ; so that whatever perfection, what-
ever goodness, is to be found in any erea-
tuce, thongh it be not to be found in God,
Sormaliter, yet there is that in him—Dhe be-
mg the first cause of all—that doth infin-
itely, superabundantly answer them all.
Though there he not the same specific ex-
cellencies in him, nor these very pleasures
and delights issning from him, which the
creatures yield, yet there are such excel-
lencies, such perfeetions, as transcend and
surpass them all.  The seriptures tell us
more positively and plainly, that God is al-
mighty, omniscient, omnipresent, infinite,
eternal, unchangeable, all-sufficient, holy,
richteous, gracious,—the portion, the pro-
tection, the rewarder, yea, the exceeding
great reward of them that diligently seek
him. = And this is he that is in the promise.
God is in the promise. I must not enlarge
in this spacious field; I shall keep nearer
the text, and shall confine myself to these
four particulars :

1. God is in the promise, as the God of
peace, as the author and hestower of peace.
The greatest of blessings is the blessing of
peace; peace hath all blessings mcluded in
it. It hath possession, fruition, and secu-
rity ; it hath plenty, pleasure, and safety ;
where there 1s no peace, there is no securi-
ty for the holding, nor opportunity of en-
joying what we have.  Whatever we have,
we have 1t as 1if we had it not. Peace is
the greatest of blessings.  Peace with God
1s the most glorious of peace. What is
there that 1s excellent, what is there that
1s desirable, that is not comprehended in
this peace with God ? Where there is peace,
there is pardon ; guilt cannot consist with
this peace; “ being justified by faith, we
have peace with God.” Wlhere there is
peace, there is grace and holiness; ¢ There
is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.”
Where there is peace, there is:love and
good will.
of hearts. “ The God of peace is with
you,” signifies no less than this,—the Al-
mighty God bears you good will.  These
two,—peace and good will,—are twins:
“ on earth peace, good will towards men.”
Where there is peace, there is life, ever-
lasting life ; internal, is the seed of eternal
peace.  This peace is a portion,—peace
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with God is our possession of the God of
peace ; this peace is a sanctuary,—if the
God of peace be with us, the peace of God
will keep our hearts.

Christians, in the world you must have
trouble : suppose yvou have, yet in him you
shall have peace, who hath overcome the
world ; Tsa. xxvi. 3., “ Thou wilt keep him
in perfect peace,” (in peace, peace, as it is
in the original) ¢ whose mind is stayed on
thee;” Ps. Ixxxv. 8., ¢ I will hear what the
Lord God will speak; he will speak peace
to his people, and to his saints.”  What a
clattering is there in the world ! What tu-
mults and commotions are raised ahout the
followers of Christ, as if the world were
falling about their cars! The devil speaks
wrath ; evil men speak death and honds to
them ; hreathing out threatenings, reproach-
es, persecutions against them.  In the midst
of all this fearful mnoise, T will hearken,
saith the Psalmist, what the Lord God will
speak.  Whatsoever men or devils speak,
I will hearken, if the Lord God speaks at
the same rate. O no, lie will speak peace
to his saints! Let the sons of contention do
what they can, the sous of God shall be
sons of peace; they shall live in peace,
they shall die in peace, they shall dwell in
peace for ever. Isa. xxxii. 17, 18, < The
work of rightcousness shall he peace, and
the effect of righteousness shall be quictness
and assnrance for ever.  And my people
shall dwell i a peaceable halitation, and
in sure dwellings, and m quiet resting-pla-
> O low great is the peace that they
have who love thy law! Christians, fear
not to follow God; let not that sad word,
nor the fulfilling of it, scare you out of your
duty, “ All that will live godly in Christ
Jesus, shall suffer persecution.”  What if
they do; whilst you are able to say, T am
persecuted, but I have peace; I am poor,
but I have peace; in a prison, but I have

’
ces.

As love, so peace is the union | peace ; in a wilderness, but I have peace;

though all the world be against ine, God is
at peace, my soul is in peace, what discour-
agement should all that be to you?

2. He that is the God of peace is the God
of power. He promises peace, and he pro-
mises no more than he can perform. He
can create peace, he can make their ene-
mics to be at peace with them. Ie can
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make a league for them with the beasts of
the field, with the lions, with the wolves,
with the most brutish among the people.
ITe can say to the proud winds and waves,
¢« Peace, be still,” and they obey him.
He can give them rest from the days of ad-
versity ; he can give them rest in the days |
of adversity ; he can give his beloved sleep
upon the points of swords and spears.

3. Ile that is the God of peace, is the
God of patience. This 1s my great fear,
that though God gives, yet I shall break
my peace. The God of peaece with me!
Ol! thisis he wlhiom I dishonour, and dis-
oblige daily, by my distrusts, discontents,
impatiences, murmurings ; and what peace
to such an heart? what peace, so long as
such unbelief,—so much iniquity as I find
daily within me, remains upon me? Will
he, with whom no miquity can dwell, dwell
in that heart, where there is so much ini-
quity, by which he is provoked every day ?
But he that is the God of peace, is also the
God of patience: who though he will not
bear the imquities of his adversaries, yet he
will bear much with the infirmities of his
people : Ps. Ixxxix. 30, &e., ¢ If his chil-
dren forsake my law, and walk not in my
judgments ; if they break my statutes, and
keep not my commandments: then will 1
visit their transgressions with a rod, and
their iniquities with stripes. Nevertheless,
my loving-kindness will I not utterly take
from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.”

4. He that is the God of peace, is the
God of hope. 1 have no peace in possession,
whatever there be in the promise. I live
in the fire,—am born a man of contention.
What likelihood is there that I should ever
live to see a good day? My comforts are
broken, my estate is lost, my liberty is gone ;
friends I have none, enemies I have many,
and mighty ; I dwell in Mesech, T have my
habitation in the tents of Kedar; I am for
peace, they are for war; wherever I look,
round abont me, before me, hehind me, on
the right hand, or on the left, all speaks
trouble and terror to me. I have no peace.
What, nor no hope of peace, neither?
Where is thy God, man? hast thon a God
in thee, and yet no hope in thee ? The God
of peace, and yet no peace! the God of

hope, "and yet no hope ! “ the God of hope
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will yet fill thee with joy and peace in be-
lieving,” Rom. xv. 13. ¢ Why art thou
cast down, O my soul, and why art thou
disquicted within me? hope in God, for I
shall yet praise him, who is the health of
my countenance, and my God,” Ps. xliii, 5.
The God of hope will open a window of
hope in the darkest times, a door of hope
in the most desperate cases. The God of
hope will bear up the spirits of his saints,
in hope against hope; and this hope will
never disappoint them. It shall never be
said, there is no peaee, there is no hope,
till it can be said there is no God in Israel.

But how, or 1n what sense, is it to be un-
derstood, that this God of peace will be with
us ?’—I answer in three particulars:

1. The heart of God will be with you.
Joseph’s blessing,—¢ the good will of him
that dwelt in the bush,”—will be thy por-
tion, Deut. xxxni. 16. What was that
bush ? the church or Israel of God. What
case was the bush in? ’twas all on a light
fire ; twas all in a flame. Who was it that
dwelt in the bush? God was in the bush;
and that kept it from consuming, though
not from burning. The good will of this
God shall be with thee,—his love, his fa-
vour, his care. ¢ Ilove them that love me,”
Prov. viii. 17. ¢ The Lord loveth the
righteous,” Ps. exlvi. 8. The love of God
is the womb of all good. Hence sprang
¢ the morning-star;” from the love of God
eame the Son of God; hence came that
¢ womb of the morning,” the blessed gospel,
which is so big with glorious grace, with
light, life, pardon, peace, glory, immortali-
ty; from the love of God came the glorions
gospel of God. ¢ The upper springs,” all
spiritnal and leavenly Dblessings,—¢ the
nether springs,” all earthly and outward
blessings,—do all rise, and bubble up out
of this fountain, the love of God.  The pre-
cious things of heaven,—the precious fruits
brought forth by the sun,—the precious
fruits put forth by the moon,—the chief
things of the ancient mountains,—the pre-
cious things of the lasting hills,—the pre-
cious things of the carth, and the fulness
thercof,—all these flow in with ¢ the good
will of him that dwelt iu the bush.,” Love
is all.  The apostle tells us, our love to God
is ““ the fullilling of the law,” that is, it will
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bring forth all that to God, all that dnty
and obedience, which the law requires. 1
may tell you, that God’s love to us is the
fultilling of the gospel, that is, it will pour
down all that upon us, it will do all that
for us, which the gospel promises. ILook
over the whole gospel,—read and study
every precious leaf and line of that blessed
book,—and 1f there be enough in all that to
make thee blessed, and to encourage thee
on in thy holy course, all this is thine.
Thoun hast that love of God with thee, which
will fulfil the gospel; there shall not one
jot or tittle fail thee of all that the gospel
promises. ¢ The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this,” Isa. ix. 7.

2. The help of God will be with you, the
Lord will be your helper in the day of your
distress. Heb. xiii. 5, 6., ¢ Ile hath said,
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
So that we may boldly say, ¢ The Lord is
my helper, I will not fear what man can do
unto me.” e hath said, ¢ I will not leave
thee ;” and therefore we may say, “ 1 will
not fear.” Ie hath said, ¢ I will be,” and
therefore we may boldly say, ¢ The Lord
is my helper.” He hath said, He will not
forsake, he will help; and who is he that
shall say, There is no help for thee in thy
God. There’s no man, whose ecase may not
be so desperate as to be above all human
help. If he should ery out, as the woman
to the king of Israel, ¢ Help, O king !” the
king must answer, ¢ If the Lord do not
help thee, whence shall I help thee?” If
he should ery out, Ielp, O man of God!
the man of God must answer, ¢ If the Lord
do not help thee, whence shall I help thee ?”
If lie ery out, Help, O my friends | my wit,
my policy, my purse,—all these must an-
swer,— If the Lord do not help thee,
whence shall we help thee 77 But what case
1s there, wherein an ¢ Help, Lord I” will
not do? Foolish men count their case des-
perate, when they come to their © God
Lielp;” that's an usual expression to set forth
the extremity and helplessness of any man’s
case. When we sce men even lost in any
misery, and their ease even utterly hope-
less,—then to signify our sense of such
men’s lost condition, we ery ont, ¢ God
help that man! God help that woman, they
are lost creatures !” Ay, but if men did
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understand and consider what the help of
the Lord is, they would see there could be
no case so desperate, hut an “ Ielp, Lord 1
might recover ally 1 Sam. xxx. 6., When
David was greatly distressed, and all was
gone, * he encouraged himself in the Lord
his God.”  Consider here two things :

(1.) What his ease then was.  Ile was in
great distress; he had lost all that ever he
had; his spoils that he had taken were all
gone, his corn, and his eattle, his wives and
his eity were all lost,—he had not an habi-
tation in all the world,—he had nothing left
him but a poor army, and these were worse
than lost,—they were even ready to fall
npon him. ¢ The people spake of stoning
him, but he encouraged himself in the Lord
his God.”

(2.) What the event hereupon was. Why
God helped him to all hie had again ; ver. 19.,
“ There was nothing lacking to them, uei-
ther small nor great, neither sons nor
danghters ; neither spoil, nor any thing they
had taken : David recovered all.” Ilence
note, that a Christian when he hath lost all,
hath yet a God to go to at last.  Whilst a
Christian hath a God to go to, his casc is
never desperate; let him but encourage
himself in his God, and all will be recover-
ed. Sinners, triumph not over the poor
people of God. When they are at their
worst,—when they are brought as low as
your pride and malice can lay them,—
though they should be stript naked, and left
destitute of all their comforts,—though all
the world should ride on their backs, and
tread on their necks, yet rejoice not against
them; though they fall they shall arise;
when they are at their worst, there is still
help for them in their God.

3. The presence of the Lord shall be with
them.  Whithersoever they may be scatter-
ed, they shall not be scattered from their
God.  That pramise made to Moses, Exod.
xxxiit Ity ¢ My presence shall go with
thee,” helongs to all the lIsrael of God.
“ My presence;” in the original, ’tis, “ my
face;” in the Septuagint,  myself shall go
with thee.”

The presence of God is either general, or
special.

By his general presence, he is every where,

1. Per essentiam, he fills all things.
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9. Per cognitionem, he beholds all things.

3. Per sustentationem, he upholds all
things.

4. Per dominium, he governs all things.

But to let this pass, as not so proper to
our purpose.

2. There is his special or gracious pre-
sence, whereby he manifests himself to be
with his people.

(1.) In some visible and standing tokens
of his presence ; as in those extraordinary,
the pillars of the cloud and of the fire ; and
in those ordinary, the ark and the temple
of old, and the ordinanees of the gospel now.

(2.) In some inward influenees and irra-
diations upon the heart of his people.

(3.) In some visible and signal effeets
of his presence; whereof there are very
many. There are, amongst others, these
two notable effects of God’s gracious pre-
sence, which his people, by virtue of this
promise, may with eonfidence expect,—con-
duction, covering. They shall be led in
their way ; and they shall be hid in their
way.

1st, Conduction. The Lord will be with
them, to lead them and guide them 1 the
way that they should go, Ps. xxv. 9., “The
meck will he guide in judgment, the meek
will he teaeh his way.”  Ps. evii. 7., « e
led them forth by the right way, that they
might go to aeity of habitation.”  Ps.v. 8,
¢ Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness,
because of mine enemies; make thy way
stradght betore my face.”  The Lord leads
his people in their way, chiefly by his word,
which is a light to their feet, and a lantern
to their paths; and sometimes also by his
provideneces, hedging up all hy-wavs, and
Jeaving but one way open to them, that

hath the least appearance of the way of

God ; so ordering the matter, that any other
way that-is before them, looks with too foul
a face to leave any doubt upon them, whe-
ther that be the way of God or not. 1t is
never uncomfortable to the people of God,
while they see their way before them;
doubts about their way, are more perplex-
ing than dangers in their way. When they
know what God would have them do,
they can cheerfully trust him for any thing
they are like to suffer. Dost thou
with wolves or lions in thy way ? thou may-

meet
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est bless God it is there thou meetest them,
it would be ill meeting them elsewhere.
2d, Covering or protection in their way :
Ps. xxxi. 20., ¢ Thon shalt hide them in
the sceret of thy presence, from the pride
of man ; thou shalt keep them secretly in
a pavilion, from the strife of tongues.”
“Thou shalt hide them in thy presence,” or
“ face;” thy light shall be their dark place
to eover them ; * thou art my hiding-place,”
Ps. xxxii. 7. ““ In the secret of thy pre-
sence;” the saint’s hiding-place 1s a seeret :
such, where neither the pride of man ean
find them, nor ean they understand what
it is. Reproaches shall not find them, per-
seeutions shall not find them, whose souls
are hid in God ; they are not found, when
they are found; they are hid when they
scem to lie most open, and most exposed to
men’s will and lust.  Sinners do not under-
stand what refuge the saints have in God.
It is a great secret, a mystery to them; as
the joy of the saints, the comforts of the
salnts, are a seeret—a stranger shall not
meddle with his joy—so is their safety of
security ; they do not understand what kind,
or how great security; what sure, nor what
swweet repose the saints find in God.  The
secret of God’s presenee 1s a sure and a
sweet resting-place for all his saints; but
how sure, and how sweet, no man knows,
but they that enjoy it.  The seeret intima-
tions of the eare of God for them,—of his
cverlasting kindness to them,—of his go-
verning hand, in all that befalls them,
working it to their greater good,—the se-
cret snpports and refreshings darted m, as
the beams of his countenanee,—their se-
cret sense that their head, their main part
is in safety, though they have bruises in
their heel,—will yield such rest in the day
of greatest adversity, as men ean neither
see, nor take from them. The pillar of the
clond interposed, did both lander the L-
gyptians’ pursuit, and hid from their eyes,
the comfort of that light which shined npon
the eamp of Israel.  Moses knew what the
comfort of God’s presenee meant, when he
said, Exod. xxxiit. 15., “ It thy presence go
not with us, carry us not up henee.” It is
(f considered) a great word; Israel was
then in nowilderness 5 among wild beasts,—

among briers und thorns,—in a weary pil-
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befall the saims,—muot the turpia, but the
tristia,—their sufferings and afflictions ; to
that vanity, and those vexations, they are
in bondage under, and under which, with
the whole creation, they groan and travail
in pain, waiting for their redemption, of
which the apostle had been treating in the
former part of the chapter. And yet while
they pitch the sense, especially on such
things as these, they grant it may be extend-
ed to all other things, sin only excepted;
ad omnes res, creaturas, evenlus, lum secundos,
tum adversos: to all things and events,
whether prosperous or afflicting. So Pa-
raeus with others.

And these I take to have hit the right.
All heavy things,—all the sufferings and
afflictions of the saints,—and not only these,
but all things else whatsoever, that in the
wlole course of Providence be their lot or
portion,—all the dealings of God with
them,—all the dispensations of Providence
towards them,—-shall all work for their good.

2d, What is that good, whieh these things
work to the saints; or in what sense all
things may be said to work good to them.
The sense in general is this: They shall
all work to their welfare,—they shall all
happen to them for the better,—there shall
nothing befall them, but one time or other,
they shall have reason to say, “ It was well
for me, that it was thus with me”  The
wisdom and goodness of God did cut out
such portions continually for me, did lead
me through such a series and suceession of
cases and events, which though T eould not
understand, yet now I see that every con-
dition, every contingency and oceurrence
of my life, through which Providence led
me, was useful, and could not well have
been wanted, but it would have been the
worse for me. Thus in the general.

Particulariy, for the fuller nuderstanding
what good it is that all things work to,
consider, that there is a twofold good of
the saints; such as they obtain and enjoy,
whilst they are i viq, i their way or
course; or such as they shall obtain when
they are in termino, when they are gotten
to the end of their way, when they are
eome to their place.
threcfold good of the saints, temporal, spi-
ritual, eternal.

Or thus; there isa
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1. Temporal good, or our bona corporis,
the outward good things of this life, which
may serve, aud please, and delight us in
these days of our pilgrimage ; which may
abide with us, and attend us to our graves,
but there will take thetr leave of us.

2. Spiritual good, or our bona anime, and
those are either, 1. External, as the ordi-
nances of God,--the light, liberties, and pri-
vileges of the gospel,—the society, and com-
munion of saints, and our peaceful and
plentiful enjoying of them. 2. Internal, as
spiritual grace, faith, love, hope, patience,
&e.

3. Eternal good, or that glory and joy,—
that everlasting rest and peace,—the pos-
session of that inheritance ineorruptible,
and undefiled, that is resreved in heaven for
us. Now lere note these things.

(1.) That our bona corporis, our outward
good things, are only good for us, as they
are conducible ad bonum spiritualis, to the
good of our souls. The bona vie, are only
good in the event, when they tend to the
bonum patrie. This world is but a nursery
for eternity ; we are planted in this, in order
to our transplanting into the other world;
and whatever we have here, is either good
or evil, according to the respect that it bears
to hereafter. As far forth as our immortal
part is improved by these perishing things,
so far forth only, are they good for us. He
that hath this world’s goods, and is not here-
by made more rich towards God,—he who
prospers in this world, and yet his soul doth
not prosper,——mich more, he whose world-
ly fulness beeomes the emptiness and lean-
ness of his sonl,—are these good things good
for him? Is he in prosperity upon a true
account, whose soul prospers not? Tt is
not ever good to prosper in the world; it
cannot be universally said 1t is good to be
rich, it is good to be in health, it is good to
be in honour, it is good to he at liherty;
the contrary may sometimes he true; it is
good to be poor, to besick, to he in disgrace,
to be in bonds; the necessity of our souls
doth not seldom require it ; then alone is it

' good to be full, and to ahonnd, when onr

outward abundanee furthers ome spiritual
welfare.  Christians, eould we receive this
truth, that our ontward good things are only

Lgood for us, as far forth as they conduce
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to our spiritual good,—could we receive this
truth, and live under the power of it,—what
a different judgment should we then have
of all these worldly matters, from what we
have? And how strangely would the ecourse
of the world be then changed? Would there
then be sueli violent and eager pursuing
these carual things? Would there then be
sueh whining, aud complaining, and mnr-
muring at every cross providence? We
should then say, this may be good for me;
good for my soul, how sad soever 1t looks.

(2.) That external spiritual good things,
the ministry, and ordinanees of the gospel,
&e. are so far good to us, as they conduce
to our eternal spiritunal goed ; and they be-
ing ordiuarily so, it must be coneluded, that
ordinarily it is good for us, that we enjoy
them, and be not deprived of them. God
may see the cutting Christians short of
those privileges, and liberties, to he some-
times needful for them ; and then even this
also makes for their good: whereof more
anon.

(3.) That our inward spiritnal good, is
good for us, so far forth as it tends to our
eternal good: and therefore grace 1s ever
good for us. It is ever true it is good to be
holy, good to be humble, to be in the fear
of God, and to flourish in his grace. We
may have too much money, too much cre-
dit, but we can never have too much grace.
Our greatest flourishing and fruitfulness in
grace, will certainly abound to our more
full reward.

(1.) Note, that this is the plain sense, and
meaning of the promise, ¢ all things shall
work for good,” that is, whatsoever hefalls,
shall certainly promote our internal and e-
ternal welfure; and as far forth as the ont-
ward privileges of the gospel, vea, and the
good things of this life, eonduce towards
this, all shall work for these also.  If it be
good for us to be rich,—if it be good for us
to be in honour,—good for us to be at liber-
tv,—good for our souls,—good in reference
to our eternal state,—il it be good for us
that we enjoy the ministry of the gospel,—
there shall nothing befall us, that shall hiu-
der; there shall be nothing wanting to nx,
that might further this our good.

The sum is, that all providential dispen-
sations shall be so ordered, that we shall
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want nothing but what 1t is better to want
than have ; we shall suffer nothing but what
we cannot well be without, bat what the
good of our souls requires; and that which
we do possess, and that which we do suffer,
shall not fail of bringing about its end, the
advaneing our eternal good,

And if this be the meaning, what a glo-
rious promise 1s this? What can any ra-
tional man desire more 7 Nothing shall be-
fall him but shall be for his good: he shall
be deprived or kept short of nothing, but
what he had better be withont than have.
Ie that is unsatisfied with this promise, it
is either from lust or unhelief; either he
doth not helieve that God is true and will
perform this word, or else it is becanse his
lust must be satisfied, though with the denial
of his reason and interest.  1le that desires
an estate in the world, ease, pleasure, liher-
ty, or any thing else upon any other terms,
but as they may be for his real good, hath
as much lost his wits as his faith; and he
that will take upon him to know what is
good for him, better than God, may as well
take upon hnm to govern the world.  You
may with as good reason, desire a fever, or
a dropsy, that you may have the pleasure
of your drink; as for the pleasures that car-
nal things would bring you in, to desire
them, when they would be a snare to your
souls,

3d, To whom these things shall work for
good ; to them that love God, to them that
are called according to his purpose, — to
the people of God who yon see, are here
deseribed by their eleetion aud vocation,
“ the called aceording to s purpose,” aud
their sanctification,  they that love God.”
Love God, and you will live in the obedi-
cnee of his whole will. These are the peo-
ple, to whom thie promise 1s made; prove
vonr calling and eleetion,— prove your sanc-
tification,—and you may write your names
in this glorious promise; all things shall
work for your good.”  To those that are
rebels, and reprobates from God, all things
shall work together for evil.  Whilst things
hurtful work together for good to the saints;
all good things work together for the hurt
of sinners; their peace hurts them, their
plenty hurts them, their pleasure hurts
them; yea, both their prosperity and ad-

4 0D
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versity, their plenty and their poverty, their
pleasure and their trouble, their honour and
disgrace, every thing that befalls them, turns
to their prejudice ; their prosperity destroys
them ; their table is their snare ; their plea-
sures are their plagues; and their very pu-
nishinents are turned into sin ; every thing
that hefalls them, heightens and hardens
them in their wickedness, and ripens them
for vengeance. God is not with them, and
therefore nothing prospers with them. God
is with his saints, and therefore nothing
comes amiss to them, but all for their great-
er advantage. Christians, this is your por-
tion, and your peculiar, wherein the men
of this world shall neither partake with you,
nor, he ever able to deprive you of it!

4th, How all things shall work for their
good ; in speeial, how shall the evil things,
the sufferings of this life be for their good ?
How ean this be? DMust we disbelieve our
senses, lay down our reason, ere we can be-
lieve the scriptures? DMust we call evil
good, and good evil 7 Must we count dark-
ness light, and light darkness ? Is pleasure
pain, and pain pleasure? Is loss gain, and
gain loss? Is ease torment, and torment
case ? Doth religion make things cease to be
what they are, and to be what they are not?
or at least, must we believe, that darkness
is the mother of light, that good is the
daughter of evil? Can we gather grapes of
thorns, or figs of thistles? Can darkness
give light, or death itself bring forth life?
Must we sayv, that contraries no longer de-
strov, but produce each other, and that the
womb brings forth its own destruetion?
How can these things be?

But must God give a reason of his ac-
tions, or else they are not? Though evil
cannot bring g(md —darkness cannot bring
forth light,—yet, cannot God hring forth
good out of evil, light out of darkness?
Though darkness cannot bring forth light,
—evil eannot bring forth good,—by a na-
tural causation ; yet, cannot God make evil
an occasion of good ? Thongh it do not work
eficiently, vet can it not work objeetively
neither to it 2 Though the torment the me-
dicine puts men to, be not ease, vet may it
not work towards ease 7 May not the stor m,
though it help not, yet hasten the labourer
on his work, the traveller on his way?
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May not the darkness of the night, make
more diligent in the day? May not sickness
teach men more temperance, and poverty
more frugality ?

But to proceed more distinetly: How
can the saints’ evil things work to their
good ? That they do so, cannot be denied,
unless we will deny, not only seripture, but
common sense, and experience: but how
comes it to pass?

I answer, in four particnlars:

1. The afflictions and tribulations of the
saints are the way that leads them on to
the possession of that good which God hath
intended to them; afflictions are the way
of the kingdom ; the cross is the way to
the ecrown : Acts xiv. 22, ¢ Through many
tribulations we must enter into the king-
dom of God.” Ps. Ixvi. 11, 12, ¢ Thou
broughtest us into the net; thou hast laid
affliction upon our loins; thou hast caused
men to ride over our heads; we went
through fire and water; thou broughtest
us into a wealthy place.” Observe it : their
troubles are their way to their triumph,—
their very falling into the net, their way to
escape. Their enemies boast: “ Escape !
Arise ! yes, let them free themselves with
such hopes while they will, we have them
sure enough; we have them under foot;
we have them in the net; if this be their
way, we will keep them in their way long
enough; now we have them down, they
shall not be able to rise.” Ay, but yet it
appears, through all this the Lord led them
forth into a wealthy place. The highway
of the proud is not their more ready way
to the dust, than the dust of saints is their
sure way to honour. When Isracl were to
goto Canaan, they must take the brick-kilns,
the Red Sea, the wilderness, Jordan, in
their way : could any one have imagined,
that the bondage, the straits they were un-
der, the doubling their tasks, the eruelty of
their task-masters, their encloswre at the
Red Sea, did mean any good to them ? yet,
how fell it out at last ? their darkest dis-
pensations had light in their latter end;
their greatest hondage led on to their great-
est liberty. LEvery cross providence, is a
step to the accomplishment of the promise ;
the wheel is ever moving on to its end; it
moves still forwards, even when it sce:ms
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to go quite backwards : as the river, by its [nevertheless, he meaneth not so, nor doth

many turnings and windings, forwards and
backwards, is still in motion to the sea,
when it seems to be ranning quite contrary.
Christians, if ever the salvation of God
seems to be removed farther oft from yon,—
if the work of God should at any time seem
to go backwards,—if eross winds should
turn the whole course, so that you appear
rather to be marching back to Egvpt, than
on to Canaan,—yet be not discouraged ;
though your way be an unlikely and un-

promising way, though you be led about |

forwards and backwards, yet still you are
making on; though the lesser wheels be
never so cross and contrary in their mo-
tions, yet the great wheel is still moving
richt on to your blessed and hoped end.
God intends your good ; your spiritual good
here, your eternal good hereafter ; and be-
lieve it now, for he will let you see it here-
after, that those very things whieh most
‘threaten your miscarnage, and a total abor-
tion of your hopes, are made all to coneur
to the bringiug them about, and to your
more full aud speedy possession of them.

Note further here two thngs:

(1.) All things work: mnot they shall
work, de futuro,—but de presenti, they do
work. As the apostle says, ¢ The mystery
of iniquity,” so we may say, the mystery of
the saints’ redemption “dothalready work;”
the work is already on the wheel, and every
wheel is in its motion for you; not only
your brethren, the saints and angels, who
are all praying for your peace, and secking
yvour good,—but your eunemies also, the
dragon, with all his armies,—are at work
for you; all the eouncils of this world, are
already sitting upon the very matter; God
hath called them together for this purpose,
—the pope, with all his conelave,—the
Jesuits, priests, monks and friars, with all
their convent,—yea, the devil, with all his
conelave of hell, are all at work for the
good of saints. It is true, they mean not,
nor intend any such thing, their designs
are agaiust you ; they connt they are wor-
king for themselves ; as it is said coneern-
ing the Assyrian, Isa. x. 6, 7. God sent
him forth upon a design of his own, to ex-
ecute his counsely in the punishing of hypo-

crites, to purge out the ehall from the wheat, | medicine :

his heart think so; the Assyrian minds not
what God’s design i<, but follows his own

| design, —fights for himself, and spoils for

himself,—hut God’s design is still earried on
by hiu, thongh he thinks uot of it.

All the events in the world are driving
the same way ; every disease or mfirmity
that comes upon you,—every loss that you
sustain,——every seoft or reproach that yon
suffer,—the shame in your faces, the sorrow
of your hearts, the torment in vonr howels,
the aches in your bones,—are all working
your good. All the changes of your con-
ditions,—your fair weather and vour foul,—
yonr sunshine and your clonds,—your plen-
ty and your wants,—vour cases and your
pains,—your liberties and yonr ])l‘iS()lI'S,-—
are all making for you; vour good is al-
ready working by all these things.  See,
Christians, what an harvest of blessedness
is growing up to you, out of this promise.
The seed is already sowing,—your good is
already working,—God is at work, thae
whole ereation is at work,—men and angels,
—good mien and bad men,—friends and e-
newmies,—heaven, and earth, and hell,—are
already engaged to work your good.

(2.) They work together, that is, as some
nuderstand it they work together with
God.  All these second eauses work togeth-
er with the first cause: or as others, they
work together amongst themselves.  There
is such a concatenation and concentring of
all these second eauses, in the same desi'gn,
that however they seem to thwart, and
cross, and destroy some of them, what the
others huild and advance, yet they are all
united in their end; they jointly contribute
to the weal of the saints.  Though, if [
mistake noty this latter be the best sense of
the two: yet I know no reason, why both
may not be understood.  In the hand, and
under the conduction of providenee, all
these lower things coneur and co-operate
i the good of the church. By the way,
observe what an harmony there is in all
the works of providence.  The most eross
and thwarting occurrences do all conspire,
aud go hand in hand, to bring about the
same end.  As the differing virtues of va-
rious drugs do all coneur to make np the
as the differing sounds of several
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strings or instruments, do altogether make
up the melody: as the differing eolours in
a picture, the dark as well as the brighter,
do jointly contribute to the beauty of the
picce: no less do the most contrary, and
contradictory actions and events, both make
up the beauty of providence, and jointly
subserve that one end, to whieh, by an un-
seen hand, and an all-seeing cye, they are
direeted and intended.

2. The evil things that befall the saints,
come upon them to keep out worse things.
Wherever the cross comes, if it had not
come, something worse might. The eross
may be a means to securc from the curse;
the curse was slain on the cross of Christ,
and our cross also hath its use, to the de-
livering us from it: 1 Cor. xi. 32,, * We
are chastened of the Lord, that we should
not be condemned with the world,” Perisum
nisi periisemy—I had died, if I bad not suf-
fered. Tt is more men’s cases, besides his
that spake it; it is no bad exchange to
have a eross instead of a curse.

3. The evil things of the saints prepare
them for hetter things ; that they may work
good for them, they are working them to
good; working out their sin and iniquity,
wearying them of sin, Hosea ii. 6., < I will
hedge up her way with thorns, then shall
she say, [ will return.” Sin brought in
afllictions into the world, and afflictions help
to carry sin out; the eross, to which sin
was once nailed, is now nailed to sin; the
saints ean seldom be meddling with sin, but
they find it too heavy for them. Our Lord
beats the devil with his own weapons; by
those very means purging his saints, by
whieli ie endeavours to pollute them ; mak-
ing those very persecutions, by which he
labours to force them from holiness, to fix
theminit. Christians, eomfort your hearts;
those floods that are cast agaiust you, shall
but wash you the whiter, and make you
more meet to be partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light; your purgatory pre-
pares you for your Paradise. No unclean
thing must enter in thither; and you are

not like to be made so elean, as by falling
into the hands of the unelean. The saints
never look so well, like sheep come from
the washing, as when they come up from the
pots, their very black makes them comely.
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O Christians ! what a eomfort would it be,
if your experiences might come in, and sea.
to this truth ; if you eould say, thus it hath
been with me; “ Before 1 was aillicted I
went astray:” I was proud, and vain, and
wanton, and slothful, and carnal, ¢ but now
have I kept thy word.”

Sinners, whatever your mind be, in per-
secuting the saints, never think to debauch
them by it; if that be your aim, you mis-
take your eourse; the living spark which
God hath kindled in them will not he blownp
out, but be blown up, by your pufling at
it ; the dirt you east upon them, doth but
seour them the brighter. You take the
best eourse you can tokeep them closer to the
Lord, and his way ; the warm sun will more
hazard the loss of their garments, than the
blustering wind ; let them alone, the Spirit
of the Lord within them will be too hard
for hell, with all its black regiments, and
will not only secure them, but advance
them yet higher, by all their assaults.
These stars shine the brightest, when the
night 1s darkest : when you have done your
worst, 1t will be the better with them ;
though they will not thank you, yet they
will thank God for what they have suffered
by you. If this be your aim, to make them
like yourselves, you may set your hearts at
rest, and give over such a vain attempt;
vour fury is like to do as little to foree
them, as your virtues are to invite them to
a compliance with you. Your faces are too
foul to draw them into your love, and yet
not fieree enough to drive them into your
fear. Satan, try thy utmost strength and
skill,—and if thou losest not by thine own
play at last,—if thou findest not the poor
people of God gotten nearer heaven, by thy
attempts of plucking them down to hell,—
then let thy lies be believed before the
everlasting gospel !

Christians, make me not ashamed in this
same confident boasting of yon; yea, eon-
tradict not your God, by suffering your-
selves to be eorrupted by evil men. The
Lord himself hath adventured deep upon
your integrity and steadfastness.  The ho-
nour of his truth and faithfulness lies at
stake, he hath said, that ¢ they shall not
be afraid of any evil tidings, their heart is
fixed, trusting in the Lord,” Ps. exii. 7
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Ie hath said, ¢ By this shall their imiquity
be purged, and this shall be all the fruit,
to take away their sin.”  God hath said,

“ All things shall work together for good

to them.” They shall not be the worse,

. l
but the better, for all that befalls them ;|

they shall love me and my ]mly ways the

!
more ; they shall eleave unto me the closer ;|

they shall be made more pure, and more
tender, by all they suffer for righteousness
sake; they shall love conscience, and their
integrity, and faithfulness to it, never the
worse, for that it hath cost them so dear;
but shall prize it the more, and be the more
wary and tender, how they pollute and turn
aside from it. God hath ventured deep on
you, make not him a har; the devil and his
instruments will be ready to say, concern-
ing you, as once he did to the Lord
concerning his servant Job: ¢ Put them
into our power, let us have the handling of
them a while, and thou shalt quickly see,
what truth there is 1 them, or what trust
there is to them; they will curse thee to
thv face,—they will deny thee to thy
face,—they will eat their own words,—
they will be ashamed of their God, their
godliness and confidence.” Let God be
true, Christians, and the devil a liar; be
living eommentaries on this blessed text;
let the world, and their black prince see,
that they cannot make you miserable, be-
cause they cannot make you siuners like
themselves ; that you are still the more up-
right, for falling into the hands of a erooked
generation ; let them see, that though your
God will not suffer you, yvet you are con-
tented to serve him for nothing! That
though lhis hedge be removed from you, yet
your heart is not removed from him, be
able to say, ¢ Though all this be come upon
us, our heart is not turned back ; neither
have we declined thy way.” Let your
standing and inereasing in the grace of
God, and abounding in the works of right-
eousness, be a standing witness for God n
the world, and a seal to his seriptures, and
in speeial to the glorious truth of this text.

4. The evil things of the saints, prepare
better things for them ; their sufferings go
into their reward: ¢ As the sufferings of
Christ abound 1n us, so our consolation also

aboundeth by Christ.” Every suffering
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comes with a eomfort in its belly; and the
sweet s so great as swallows np the bitter;
it is an hundred fold that the saints gain
by all their losses in this life, but how great
shall their reward be in heaven ! 2 Cor. iv
17., ¢ Our hight affliction, which is but for
a moment, worketh for ns a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” They
shall not only have weight for weight, —
measure for measure,—their load of glory
for their load of sufferings,—but they shall
have over-weight, over-measure ; good mea-
sure, pressed down, heaped together, and
running over, shall then be given unto
them: according to their deep poverty,
shall be the height of their riches; accord-
ing as their blackness hath been in their
houses of bondage, shall be their brightuess
in the land of promise;  for all thy shame
thou shalt have double,”—the double of thy
reproachin renown, the double of thy tears
in trinmphs ; all thy bottled tears shall be
returned in flagons of joy, vea, in rivers of
eternal pleasure.

By this time, Christians, you see what
glory there is in this good word: ¢ All
things shall work together for good to them
that love God.” And that none may have
the ftace to say all this is hut conceit, I
shall, in the next place, bring in clear and
undeniable evidence, that it is certainly and
unquestionably so as hath been said : and
therefore know,

5thy, That all things do, and shall eer-
tainly work ¢ for good to them that love
God.”  This, (besides the testimony of the
seripture,) T shall make evident from these
three propositions:

I. There is a Divine providence that go-
verns the world,

2. The design of providence is the ac-
complishment of the good purpose and pro=
mise of God.

3. The providence of God shall never fail
of accomplishing its end.

1. There is a Divine providence which
governs the world.  The Epicureans, who
deny providence, and leave all on ehance
and fortune, may as well deny that there is
a God, which yet they are ashamed to
stand to. Of LEpicurus himself it was said,
Quem nihil pudendum  pudet, pudet tamen
Deum negare.
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It can be no way reconcileable to the in-
finite wisdom of God, who made this glori-
ous fabrie, with the various ereatures there-
in, cither not to determine them to their
ends, or else to take no care for their ac-
complishing those ends they are determined
to. The whole current of seripture is so
plain in these matters, that he that runs
may read. Let the following seriptures, a-
mongst others, be considered : Ps. xevii. 1.,
“ The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice,
let the isles be glad”  Ps. elxv. 15, 16.,
“ The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thon
givest them their meat in due season : thou
openest thy hand, and satisfiest the desires
of every living thing.” DPs. xxxvi. 6.,
“ Thou preservest man and beast.” Ps.
Ixxv. 6, 7., ¢ Promotion cometh, neither
from the cast, nor from the west, nor from
the south ; but God is the judge, he putteth
down one, and setteth up another.” Amos
iil. 6., © Shall there be evil in a city, and
the Lord hath not done it?” Ps. xvii. 13,
14., ¢ Deliver my soul from the wicked,
which is thy sword ; from men which are
thy hand.” The coufessions of those infi-
dels, Nebuchadnezzar and Darius speak the
same :  Dan, 1v. 35., ¢ All the inhabitants
of the earth are reputed as nothing, and he
docth aceording to his will, in the army of
Lieaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth ; and none can stay his hand, or say
unto him, What doest thou ?” Dan. vi. 26.,
“ 1 make a deeree, that in every dominion
of my kingdom, men tremble, and fear, be-
fore the God of Daniel ; for he is the living
God, and steadfast for ever; and his king-
dom that which shall not be destroyed;
and his dominion shall be even to the end :
Ile delivereth and rescuetl, and he worketh
signs and wounders in heaven and carth ;
who hath delivered Danicl from the power
of the lions.”

But more distinetly, the Lord governs
all inanimate and sensitive creatures in their
actions; he orders the stars in their conrses.
The stars in their courses he made to fight
against Sisera.  He governs the winds and
the floods ; he bringeth forth the winds out
his treasures, he rides upon the wings of
the wind. He maketh the clouds his cha-
riots, he sitteth on the floods ; the thunder,
and the hail, and the rain, and the frosts,
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are all at his command. He giveth snow
like wool, and scattereth the hoar-frost like
ashes. He casteth forth the ice like mor-
scls: he sets bounds to the sea, which it
shall not pass; the birds of the air, the
heasts of the field, the fishes of the sea, yea,
the stones and dust of the earth, are all at
his bheck.

More especially, lhie rules and governs
the men of this world. e sits in all the
councils of men, though they see him not;
he orders all their deerees: there is no de-
cree can pass unless God gives his vote.
He rules in all the actions of men; even
those things that are acted through our
unprovidence come not to pass without the
providence of God. Tle rules in all the
changes that are in the world; he changes
the times and the seasons; he changes
kingdoms and governments; he removeth
kings, and setteth up kings: he makes
war, and creates peace ; hie hendeth the bow,
and breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear
in sunder, and burneth the chariots in the
fire; peaece and war, health and sickness,
plenty and famine, life and death, are all the
disposures of his hand. He orders all the
events and causalities of the world : even
from the greatest to the smallest.  With-
out him not a sparrow shall fall, nor a hair
of the head shall perish ; though there be to
men, yet to the Lord there are no eausali-
ties or contingencies. But all things come
to pass according as his hand and counsel
had before determined.

2. The design of providence—as it re-
spects the elect—is the accomplishment of
God’s good purpose and promise. Provi-
dence governs the world, and the purpose
and promise governs providence. All the
works of providence have rationem mediorum
ad finem. God doth nothing in vain; it is
not consistent with the wisdom of God to
do any thing for nothing.  God would have
his people look farther than to the things
that are before them, because all those
things have a farther aspect themselves, All
the works of providence have a double as-
pect; they look backward to the purpose
and promise, and they look forward to the
end for which they are; as they look back-
ward, so they have truth in them, exactly
answering the purpose and promise from
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which they have their birth.  As they Jook
forward to their end, so they have good in
them, and that good—their subservieuce to
their end,—is the reason of their being.
Here note two things.

(1.) That the snbserviency of things to
their end, is the goodness of them ; if the
end be good, the weans must—as such—he
good also; if what God hath purposed and
promised be good, then all things that fall
in between, having the respect of means
to their accomplishment, must upon that
account be good. If our crosses and af-
flictions do subserve the bringing about
of God’s good will and good word, we must
say concerning them, ¢ good are the works
of the Lord.” It is not how any thing looks
or feels at present, but what it means, and
to what it tends. If the potion be bitter,
and yet it tends to health,—if the messen-
ger be ill-looked and ill-favoured, and yet
come upon a good errand,—you may bid
him welcome.  Aud thus all the provi-
dences of God are good.  If you should ask
of any providence, Wherefore art thou
come ? comest thou peaceably ? comest thou
for good ? they must all answer, yes, peace-
ably ; for good, and no hurt. ’Tis but to
help all that good into thy hand which hath
been in the heart, and hath procecded ont
of the mouth of thy God that loves thee.
There is not a messenger of Satan that
comes to buffet thee but is also a messenger
from God that comes to thee for good.  The
very thorus in thy flesh shall serve thee for
plasters, thine eye-sores shall be thine eye-
salve, and thy very maladies thy medicines.

(2.) That thisrelative goodness of all the
works of providence, 1s the reason of their
being.  Therefore God doth what he doth,
that Lereby he may do what he hath said
and intended. I do not say that the reason
of God’s taking this or that means, is al-
ways {rom any thing in itselfy or for its na-
tural tendeney to such an end above any
thing else; God hath his choiee of means,
he can choose here or there at pleasure,
can make use of what he will to serve his
design s hut the reason why things are, is
this, God in his wisdom, saw their ordina-
bility to this good end, and thereupon in
his providence, he orders and brings them
to pass. So that now, whatever befalls a
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Christian, he hath this to allay and take oft
the grievousness and sharpness of 1t this
had never heen, but for the good will and
good word of the Lord to me. The Lord
God hath said he will bless me, and do me
good ;5 he will heal me, and sanctify, and
save me, and now he is about it; by this,
heis working that salvation for me,  Chris-
tians, you have no reason to say, if the Lord
be with me, why am I thus? why so poor,
why so pained, why so persecuted, so scorn-
ed and trampled upon ? sure, if the Lord
had meant my good, it would have been
better than it is with me; no, no, ’tis be-
cause the Lord 1s with thee, and mecans
thee welly that he deals in this manner with
thee. The design of his providence to-
wards thee, is the accomplishment of lis
promise.

3. The providence of God shall never fail
of accomplishing its end.  There is nothing
wanting that might give us the fullest as-
surance hercof. For,

(1.) The providence of God hath power
with it. e is the Almighty that hath pro-
mised ; he that raleth in the earth dwelleth
in the heaven, and doth whatsoever he will,
Our God is in heaven, and doth whatzo-
ever he will. ¢ 1 will work, and who shall
let it ?” Isa. xhii. 130 ¢ Who can stay his
hand, or say to him, what doest thou?”
Were it not for our unbelief, our case would
he still the same, in greatest diflienlties, as
when the coasts are most clear.  We might
say of difticulties, as the Psalmist of dark-
ness; ¢ there is no darkness with thee, to
thee the day and night are both alike.
Difliculties are no difliculties with thee, nor
hetwixt hard and casy
many or with few; and

is there diftference
Ile ean save with
with none as well

as with some.  We once

read he had too many, hat never that he
O
how do we disparage the power of God,
when our difhiculties make us doubt? s
hie God, and not man ? Is e spirit and not
flesh 2 Wherefore .then dost thou douht ?
Whatever God hath said he can do: he-
lieve he is a God, and thon wilt never say,

had too few, to bring about his work.,

how can these things he?
(2) The providence of God hath wisdom
He is the ouly wise, he is the all-
“ The Lord knoweth Low to

with 1t.
wise God.
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deliver the godly out of temptations,” 2 Pet.
it. 9. IHe knoweth what is good for his
saints, and when it will be 1n season; he
understandeth what is proper and pertinent
to every case; what 1s proper to-every pur-
pose, to every people, to every person, and
for every scason; he knows when it is a
scason to abate, and when to exalt,—when
to afflict, and when to deliver,—when to
put on the yoke, and when to take off
the voke,—when to pull down, and when
to buoild up; every thing 1is beautiful in
its season. If mercies come out of season,
mercies would be no mercies ; and if trou-
bles come in thelr season, troubles should
be no troubles; he knows the best method
and means to his end; the fittest means;
he sces sometimes, the unfittest to be the
fittest; the most unlikely unpromising
means, do often best serve God’s end.
Christinns, if you would receive every dis-
pensation, as coming from the hands of the
wise Cod; you would never quarrel with
your lot, uor say of any thing that befalls,
I might he happy, but this stands in my
way. I you would give God lcave to be
wiser than you, you would say wherever
you are, it is good for me to be here, thisis
my way to my rest.

(3.) The providence of God hath faith-
fulness with it, Ps. xxv. 10, ¢ All the paths
of the Lord are mercy and truth to them
that keep his covenant and his testimonies,”
Ps. exi. 8. Ilis works are done in truth.
God’s works may be said to be done in trath
in a double sense. In reality, in fidelity.
Ist, In reality, not in species, or in shew
only, for God’s comforts are eomforts in-
deed ; God’s salvation, is salvation indeed.
The devil will come with his gifts, eom-
forts, and deliverances, but they are for the
most part but spectra like himself,—shows
and apparitions,— quite another thing than
that they seem to be; sinners’ comforts,
deliverances, enjoyments, wherewith the
devil feeds them, do leave them in as poor
a case, and worse than they found them.
You will never thank the devil for his kind-
nesses when you have proved them what
they are. If you do not find yourselves
as fast bound in the midst of all your hi-
berties; if you be not wrapped up in as many
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to you ; if the glittering glories, the glorying
pleasures he entices you by, and entertains
you with, prove not trash and dirt, and mere
lies in the end, then say, the devil hath for-
gotten his trade of lying; the devil’s works
will be even like himself, false and deceit-
ful. But God is true, and all his works are
done in truth. 24, In fidelity ; his works
are according to his word, 1 Kings viii. 24.,
“ Thou hast spoken with thy mouth, and
hast fulfilled with thine hand,” < in thy
faithfuluess thou hast afflicted me,” Ps.
exix. 75.  Not only in thy faithfulness thon
hast saved me, in thy faithfulness thou hast
comforted me, in thy faithfulness thou hast
succoured me; but in thy faithfuluess thou
hast afllicted me; 1n thy faithfulness thou
hast humbled, and broken me, and cast me
down. The promisc of God 1s, that we shall
want nothing ; we shall neither want his
staff nor his rod,—neither comforts nor
crosses,—neither joys nor sorrows; we ean-
not well want ecither, and we shall want
neither, beeause God is faithful.  You may
not only write down with the apostle, ¢ God
is faithful, and will not suffer you to be
tempted above that which ye are able to
bear.” DBut you may write also, God 1s
faithful, and will not suffer you to fall in
temptation.  When it is scasonable, your
hearts shall be glad ; and if need be, for a
season, you shall be in heaviness.  God is
faithful, he will ever be true to limself]
and therefore to you: 2 Tim. 1. 13., “ Ile
abideth faithful, he eannot deny himself.”
Should he be false to his people, he cannot
be true to himself, to his purpose and pro-
mise ; his word 1s not yea and nay. God is
not as a man, that he should lie, or the son
of man, that he should repent,—that he
should say, and unsay,—that he should
say, and not do,—yon may write God’s name
upon every word he hath spoken, you may
write his name,—I AM,—upon all that he
hath said : It shall be.

Now Christians, put these three particu-
Jars together, and if you eannot spell out
the eouclusion out of them, the provi-
dence of God will eertainly aceomplish his
good purpose and promise concerning you,
you are of little nnderstanding as well as
of little faith. If God governs the world,

sorrows, after all the joys he hath procured |and nothing comes to pass but by his pro-
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vidence ; if providence governs according
to God’s purpose and promise, providence
cannot fail of acecomplishing hoth.  1f God
be almighty and can,—if God be wise and
knows how,—if God be faithful and true,—
let the devil if he can with all his sophistry
evade the conelusion, that he will certainly
do all that good for you, which he hath
purposed and promised. If God be not
able to perform, he is not almighty ; if he
mistake his way, if he use impertinent, im-
proper means, he is not the all-wise God.
If he do not actually perform what he is
able, and knows how to do, when he hath
said it, he ccases to be the true God: so
that the matter is brought plainly to this
issue; if God be God, if God be the all-
wise God, if God be the true and faithful
God, this word whieh he hath spoken, ¢ All
things shall work together for good to those
that love God,” shall not fail of its accom-
plishment in its season. Having thus
proved the doctrine, I shall add a few
words by way of eaution.

Caution 1. Limit not the Lord to your
time and way. God will make good his
word, but you must give him leave to take
his own scason. ¢ He that believeth shall
not make haste.” Believe God, but do not
prejudge nor precipitate, lest you fall into
temptation. Put no more into the promise,
neither for matter nor eircumstance, than
God hath put in it; put not that into the
promise, which God hath not put in 1t, lest
you miss and eome short of that whieh God
hath putinit. Let others’ mistakes and mis-
carriages be warnings to you. Till God
hath manifestly said, do you not say,
“ This is the time.”  Build not your con-
fidence on conjectures, your faith on the
strongest presumptions, lest your faith
prove but a faney, and your econfidenece
vour confusion; make not the promise of
God of none effeet, by looking for its ef-
fect out of season. Believe not yourselves
into infidelity. Consider, Acts i. 7., ¢ It
is not for you to know the times and the
seasons, which God hath put in his own
power.” Study the word, and its com-
mentary, the works of God; but be sober
in vour eonelusions.

This you may safely depend upon, and
this will be enough, if you have no more.
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God will make good his word to you, sooner
or later,—in one time or other,—in one
way or other; in the hest time, in the best
way, 1n the appointed time; the vision
shall speak, and shall not lie; Hab. ii. 3.,
“ Though it tarry, wait for it; because it
will surely eome, and will not tarry.” At
least, at the end of the days, when you shall
stand in your lot, when you shall he gotten
on the banks of Canaan, and shall thenece
look back on the promises and providences
of God, you shall see and say, God is faith-
ful, there hath not failed one word, of all
that he hath promised. Now I understand,
though onee I could not, how every wheel
was turning, every instrument was moving,
every event was working towards my good
and everlasting welfare.

2. Let not your expectation canse an
abortion. Let not your looking for merey
hinder the working of your affliction. It
is not seldom—and the Lord graut it be
not too common a case—that our door of
hope becomes a door of sin. We do not
set ourselves with that seriousness to hum-
ble, to purge ourselves from our iniquities,
as we would do, did we apprehend our case
more desperate; our fears and our sorrows
have not their kindly work upon us, our
hope hindersit. We might have been more
broken-hearted, had it not been for our
hopes of building up ; as it is with a person
who conceives himself to be dying, he then
falls to praying and repenting, and setting
his heart in order, hecause he must die;
but upon a little hope of recovery,—he lays.
by his dying thoughts and preparations.

Christians, whenever you are under af-
flictions, take heed that your expectation
of deliverance to he near pnt it not so
much the farther off.  Wateh narrowly
over yourselves, and look diligently to it,
that your hope of redemption do not harden
your hearts, nor hinder your humiliation
and repentanee. Hope in God, and wait
for the promise of his coming; but know,
that till the rod hath done its work, 1t 1s not
like in merey to be laid by ; and it is bet-
ter to be continued in the furnaee, than to.
be brought forth with your dross unpurged;
away.

By the way, learn henee two things.

1. Rejoice in this promise of God. Hath
4 Q
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the Lord put 1n thy name here: let thine
heart say, it is enough. Be more joyful
in this, that God hath thus undertaken the
care of thee, than if God had wholly put
thee to thine own hand,—giving thee power
1o help, and liberty to choose for thyself.
In what wilt thou rejoice, if not in this,
that the whole ereation is engaged to do
thee a kindness, to help thee into the posses-
sion of thy God ? Thou mayest now not on-
ly submit to, but thankfully embrace every
providenee, knowing upon what errand it
comes to thee; for good, and not for hurt,
Thou mayest now trinmph, not only in the
consternations, but in the trinmphs of thine
enemies. Whether they ride over thy
back, or thou tread upon their neck, ’tis
all one, the issue will be the same. Thy
troubles and thy consolations differ only in
their countenance: with whatever grim
face thy afllictions look, there are smiles
under: learn to see through them, and
thou mayest see light on the further side.
Believe this word, thou mayest read it
writtenr upon every thing that befalls thee :
there’s no messenger that comes, but brings
this promise in his hand, ¢ Even this shall
work for good.” Read it, and rejoice.

2. Lay thyself down quietly under it.
No more perplexing or distracting cares,
what shall become of thee,—no more un-
warrantable shifting for thyself,—let God
alone. Shift not for thyself, lest God leave
thee to thine own shifts. Let not the vio-
lence of evil men disturh thy peace, or pro-
voke thee to unpeaceableness. Whatever
provocations thou mayest have, avenge not
thyself, neither give place unto wrath, mur-
muring, or fears. In thy patience possess
thy soul, thy God, and his good word ; thy
strength is to sit still.  Stand still and see
the salvation of God; thou hast nothing to
do but to be holy; let that be thine only
care; thy God will see to it thou shalt be
happy; he is faithful that hath promised.
Love God, aud leave thyself and thy whole
interest in this blessed word, ¢ All things
shall work to thee for good.”

By this time you see something of the
riches of this promise. God is in the pro-
mise,—the God of peace, the God of power,
the God of patience, the (tod of hope, the
hieart of God, the help of God, the presence
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of God,—hy virtue whereof, all that ever
befalls them shall work for their good.
Methinks the hearing of this promise open-
ed, should set your souls, and all that is
within you a erying out, ¢ O that this were
my portion ! Wherever my lot do fall, as
to outward things, though in a prison,
though in a desert, though on a dunghill,
let the lot of my soul lic in this promise,
¢ The God of peace shall be with you’”
Why brethren, will you take up with god-
liness 7 You have learned, and received,
and heard the word of the Lord, the word
of faith, the word of righteounsness and
holiness ; will you hearken to, will you
obey these words? ¢ These things do, and
the God of peace shall be with you.” O
what foolish ereatures are we, that ever
we should be afraid of religion,—afraid of
holiness,—afraid to own, obey, and follow
God and his holy ways! What unreason
able fears are these, to those that helieve
the seriptures ? If the seriptures be true,
this is the only way, this followiug God in
holiness, to put yourselves out of all dan-
ger, to put yourselves into the heart, arms,
presence and protection, of the Almighty
God of heaven and carth. O that I could
persuade you in thither, and there leave
you! If you are once in the Lord’s arms,
you are safe enough, into whatever hands
you fall.

Christians, my business whilst I have
heen with you, hath been to bring you to
God, to espouse you to Christ; and you
that have already, or will yet, at last, be
persuaded to give your consent, and will
give me leave to make up the match, I can
give you assurance that he will shortly come
and make up the marriage ; and must say
to you, as Naomi to Ruath, Ruth iii. 12,
¢« Sit still, my danghter, till thou see how
the matter will fall; for the man will not
be in rest, till he have finished the thing
this day.”  Sit still, Christians, till you see
how matters will fall; and however they
fall, know, your Lord will not be in rest,
till he have finished this thing, and brought
you home, to be with him where he is. [
am now parting from you in this confidence,
that, however, after a few days I shall see
vour faces no more in this world; vet I
shali shortly meet you in the bride-chamber
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of glory. where we shall ever be with the
Lord.

Beloved in the Lord, I must now leave
vou, but give me leave ere I go, to deal
freely with you, and yet a little further, in
the close of my day, this once more to open
my heart to you; and to tell you,

1. What my parting fears,

II. What my parting wishes for you are,
which I carry upon my spirit.

I. My parting fears, I go off from you
with, are especially these:

1. I am afraid, that there are many of
you, upon whom I have bestowed my la-
bour in vain; I am afraid that I have in-
structed you in vain, exhorted, persuaded,
beseeched, and reproved you in vain. It
was the apostle’s case, and his fear, con-
cerning the Galatians, chap. iv. 11, It is
my grief, that when I would have no more
to speak, but an healing word, a comfort-
ing word, I must yet drop down a bitter
word on some of you; that when I would
speak only from Mount Gerizzim, I must
vet again speak to some from Mount Ebal;
that when I would leave a blessing behind
me upon you all, I am like to leave some
bound under a curse. It 1s grievous to me
thus to speak, yet for the discharge of my
duty, and for your own necessity, bear with
me. I am afraid, that whilst I have heen
preacling to you, of an incorruptible crown,
of an everlasting rest, a kingdom of joy and
glory, I am afraid there are many of you,
that have no part nor lot in this matter, but
are still in the gall of bitterness, and boud
of iniquity. ¢ If the gospel be hid, it is Lid
to them that are lost.”  And are there none
among you, from whom this gospel is Ind,—
hid as to the light of it,—hid as to the sav-
ing power and eflicacy of it? I am afraid
there is many a blind eye, many a hard heart,
many a spirit still in prison, under the power
of their lusts and brutish sensuality : T am
afraid there are many such among you;
and are not you afraid so too? O that you
were !

2. I have a greater fear than this; T am
afraid of some of you, that not only all my
past labours, but this last will be lost also.
Those that stand 1t out to their last day, do
usually stand it out in their last day.  Bles-

d be God that there are amongst you,

those over whom my soul is comforted, to
whom T can speak in the words of the apos-
tle, Rom. vi. 17., ¢ God he thanked, that
yve were the servants of sin; hut ye have
obheyed from the heart, that form of doctrine
that hath heen delivered unto vou; and
heing now made free from sin, yvou are be-
come the servants of righteousuess.” O
that I could thus speak ! O that 1 could
thus rejoice over you all! But, as the apos-
tle said to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. xii. 20.,
I fear lest when I come, I shall find vou
such as T would not.”  So must [ say, with
a grieved heart; I fear, that now [ am going,
I shall leave youn such as T would not. 1
would not leave one hlind person, one vain
person, one loose liver, not one unbeliever,
or impenitent, amongst you all. O what
a good day wonld this day of my departuro
be ! What light would there he in this dark
evening, were it thns with you ! If I might
see vou all recovered out of the snares of
thedevil,—every man’seyes opened,—every
man’s fetters off,—every man’s prison bro-
ken, and his soul escaped from that deadly
bondage,—if every poor deadly creature a-
mong vou, who vet lies bound hand and
foot in his grave-clothes, might now at last
stand up from the dead, and live the life of
God,—this would be mine and your great
rejoicing ! But O T fear with this apostle,
2 Cor. xii. 21., “ My God will humble me,”
and grieve me, and afllict me, to see in what
a woful plight T must leave divers of you !

O ye sons of the night,—you poor, igno-
rant, and dark souls, upon whom the light
hath shined, but your darkness comprelicn-
deth it not,—O you poor obstinate, and har-
dened souls, upon whom T have heen plough-
ing as upon rocks, and hewing as upon a-
damants,—who still remain under as great
hardness, as if no dew nor rain had ever
fallen on you,—O you poor, half-baked, al-
most Christians, that have taken up your
standin your present attainments,—my soul
is under great fears, and must weep in ses
cret for you, whilst iny tongue must henee-
forth be silent! O every soul, that is withs<
out fear of himself, my soul is afraid for
you: the fearless sonl is in a fearful state !

Siuners, let my fears he your fears. What,
is there such astonishing guilt upon you,—
and yet not afraid? Such a dreadful roH
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writ against you,—and yet not afraid ? So
many sabbaths, sermons, warnings lost, and
never to be recalled ; nor any assurance left
of one sermon, or warning more,—and yet
not afraid 2 Such a subtile devil, such a de-
ceitful heart, such a tempting world, that
you have to deal withal : such a black and
bottomless pit, into which you are falling,—
and yet notafraid 7 O what stocksand stones
hath the gospel to deal withal!

Beloved, I have labonred much with you,
both publicly, and from house to house, to
bring you under a due fear and jealousy of
yourselves ; but hitherto your hearts have
been too hard for me. O yet for trembling
Learts ; tremble and sin not ; fear and pray,
fear and hope, fear and repent; “ Work out
your salvation with fear and trembling.”
O if my fears were once become your fears ;
your fears would become my hopes ! O what
a day-spring of hopes would arise from the
shaking of secure hearts ! These fears would
be as the thicker darkness, forerunners of
the break of day.

I1. My parting wishes, and desires for you
are,

1. That the good sced which hath been
sown amongst you were well-rooted inevery
heart: I wish that my twenty years’ minis-
try among you may not be lost labour to
any one of your souls.

2. I wish that your next seedsman may
be more skilful and suceessful; that the
good Lord will provide you a man, that may
teach youn in wisdom, gain youin love, lead
you on to life, by an holy example; and if
the Lord grant you this merey, I wish that
such an one may be dearly prized, and
cheerfully accepted by you.  God keep this
flock from a ravening wolf, and a deceitful
shepherd !

3. I wish that there may be no root of
bitterness springing up amongst you; that
there be no divisions or contentions, but
that you may live in peace and love, that
the God of peace and love may be with yon.

4. I wish that this place, where so much
good seed hath heen sown, may hecome a
fruitful field; that the fruits of faith and
repentance, the fruits of righteousness and
holiness may be in you and abound; that
you may be neither barren, nor unfruitful;
that religion, in the power and practice of
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it, may so visibly flourish, in the several
persons, in the several families of this cons
gregation, that they that go by may see and
say, “This is the field whieh the Lord hath
blessed.”

5. T wish, that whatever clonds may at
any time gather over you, may not fall down
in a withering storm, or a sweeping flood,
but may pass away in a mist, or dissolve
into a fruitful dew ; that no persecutions or
temptations may ever carry vou down the
stream with evil men, nor blight any hope-
ful beginnings, that are budding forth in
any of your souls. If tribulation should be
any of your lots, I wish it may not be to
you as the hail of Egypt, but as the dew of
Hermon. I wish you a joyful harvest, that
you may reap in eternity, what hath been
sown in time ; may you now sow in righ-
teousness, and hercafter reap in mercy,
may every one that is now sowing in tears,
for ever reap in joy: may you that go on
your way weeping, hearing precious sced,
return with joy and bring your sheaves with
you; may the showers of this day be the
watering of your sced, that it may spring
up to eternal life.

Brethren, my heart’s desire for you all
is, that you may be saved; and if there be
any persons that bear evil will to me, my
particular wish for them is, the good-will
of him that dwelt in the bush, be those
men’s portion for ever. These are some of
my wishes for you ; will you join your wish-
es with mine; will you turn your wishes
into prayers, and let this be your prayer,
“The Lord grant thee thine heart’s desire,
and fulfil all thy mind !”

Brethren, do I wish you any harm in all
this? If not,—if it be to be wished that the
word of Christ were rooted in your hearts,
and your souls thereby rooted in the grace
of God,—/f 1t be to be wished, that your
lust were rooted out, your sins dead and
dried up, your foot gotten out of the snare,
your souls hrought into the fold, your fruits
of rightconsness and holiness abounding
and growing up to eternal life,—if all this
be to be wished, then give in your votes
with mine; wish and pray,—pray and press
on,—press on, and wait,—for the accom-
plishment of this grace in youn all. T tell

you again, I wish you well; and not only I.
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but the Lord God hath sent me to you.
The Lord Jesus wishes you well 5 he wishes
and woos, woos and weeps, weeps and dies,
that your souls might live, and be blessed
for ever. He hath once more sent me to
you, even to the worst amongst you, to tell
you from him, that he is unwilling you
should perish ; that he hath a kindness for
you in his heart, if you will accept it; he
hath blood and bowels for you,—blood to
expiate your guilt, to wash away your filth,
—and bowels to offer you the benefit of his
blood; with this wish, ¢ O that it were
theirs ! O that they would hearken and ac-
cept I’ Only I must add, that the Lord hath
two sorts of wishes concerning sinners, the
first is, ¢ O that they would hearken! O
that they would come in, be healed, and be
saved, Deut. v. 29. This wish is an olive
branch that brings good tidings, and gives
great hopes of peace and mercy.

His last wish is, ¢ O that they had heark-
encd, that they had accepted I’ Ps. lxxxi.
13., ¢ O that my people had hearkened to
me !” Luke xix. 42., ¢ If thou hadst known,
even thou, in this thy day, the things that
concern thy peace.” This wish hath no-
thing but dread and death in it; itis the
black flag hung out, that proclaims cter-
nal wars. The sense 1s, Israel had once a
fair time of it,—a time of love, a time of
grace, a time of peace,—O that they had
hearkened then, that they had known the
things that concern their peace! But wo,
wo to them, it is now too late, the door is
shut, the season is over, the day is past!
“ But now they are hid from thine eyes.”

There are three deadly darts in this wish,
—¢ O that thou hadst !”—It includes in 1t
these three cutting words, Thon hast not:
Thou mightest: Thou shalt not for ever.

1. There is this in it, Thou hast not.

What have I not? Why, ¢ thou hast not
known the things that belong to thy peace.” '
"Thou hast had the door of glory, the gate

of heaven open to thee, and hast been called

for, and invited in, but thou hast lost the |
opportunity. Thou knewest not when thou

wert well-offered, nor wouldest take notice |
what a day was before thee, what a prize
was in thine hand.  Thy peace, the gospel
of peace, the Prince of peace, a kingdom of
peace was set open, offered, and brought|
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home to thy doors, but thou hadst so many

other matters to look after, that thou took-
est no notice of it, but hast let it slip. There
is one dart, ¢ Thou hast not known.” There
is a gospel gone,—there is a Christ gone,—
there is a soul, a kingdom lost !

2. Thereis thisin ity ¢ Thou mightest.” O
that thou hadst? Why, might 1?7 Yes thou
mightest, if thou wouldest thou mightest.
Thy God did not mock thee, when he
preached peace to thee ; he was willing, and
wished it thine; if thou wouldest thou
mightest have made it thine own; but
whilst he would thou wouldest not.  There
is another dart, ¢ I might have known.” I
have none to thank but myself for the loss ;
mine undoing was mine own doing.  There
are no such torments as when the soul flies
upon 1tself and takes revenge on itself.
O the gashes that such self-reflections
make! Soul; how camest thou in hither
into all this misery ? O it is of myself, my-
self, that my destruction is.  The door was
open, and I was told of it, and was bid come
in, but I would not. That I am lost and
undone, was not my fate, which I could
not avoid, but my fault and my folly, It
seems to give some ease of our torment
when we can shift off the fault. It wasnot
I, but the woman, said Adam; It was not
I, but the serpent, said the woman. It
that had been true, it would have given
case, as well as serve for an excuse. This
thought (it was mine own doing) tears the
very caul of the heart. O I have none to
blame but myself; mine own fvolish and
froward heart.  This is my ignorance, this
is my unhelief; this is my wilfnlness, my
lust, and my pleasures, and my idols, that
[ was running after, that have brought me
under this dreadful loss, It was my own
doing.

3. There is this in it, ¢ Thou shalt not
for ever. O that thou hadst! Why, may
I not yet? Is there no hope of recovering
the opportunity ? not one word more, not
one hour more, may not the sun go one de-
oree backward 7 No, no, it is too late,—too
late,—thou hast had thy day; from hence-
forth no more for ever. There is the last
dart, time is past; there is the death, the
hell, the angnish, the worm that shall gnaw
to eternity ! This one word, ¢ time is past,’




678

sets all hell a roaring ; and when it is onee
spoken to a sinner on earth, there is hell
begun. Go thy way wretch, fill up thy
measure, and fall into thy plaee ! The gos-
pel hath no more to say to thee, but this
one word: ¢ Beeause 1 have ecalled, and
thou refusedst; I have stretehed out my
hand, and thou regardedst not ; but hast set
at nought all my ecouunsels, and wouldest
none of my reproofs: I also will laugh at
thy calamities, and mock when thy fear
cometh ; when thy fear cometh as desola-
tion, and thy destruetion eometh as a whirl-
wind; when distress and anguish cometh
upon thee. Then shalt thou eall, but I will
not answer, thou shalt secek me early, but
shalt not find me.”

Beloved, my hopes are—and I am not
able to say, but that you are yet under the
first wish—¢ O that they would !  Christ
is yet preaching you to faith, and scuds his
wish aloug with his word, © O that they
would believe I”  Christ 1s yet preaehing
repentance and eonversion to youn, and
wishes, ¢ O that they would repent !” that
they would be eonverted ; and to this wish
of my Lord, my soul, and all that is within
me, says Amen. Brethren, will you yet
again say your Lord nay ? Shall Christ have
his wish ? shall your servant for Jesus’
sake, shall 7 have my wish? will you now
at last consent to be sanetified, and to be
saved ? Let me have this wish, and T dare
promise you from the Lord, you shall have
yours, even whatever yonr soul ean desire.
Brethren, this onee hear, this onee he pre-
vailed npon; he content that your lusts he
rooted out, and your Lord planted into
your souls. Be content to he pardoned,
content to be converted, content to be sav-
ed. This onee hear, lest it you now refuse,
ye no more be persnaded with, < O that they
would " but be for ever confounded with,
¢ O that they had P Lest all our wishes, and
wooings of you be turued into weepings and
mournings over you; this once hear; O that
vou wonld !

I heartily thank you, for your good wish-
es, and good-will towards me; for your
willing and cheerful entertainment of my
person, and attendanee on my ministry ;
and particularly for your passionate desire
of my longer stay among you. Which de-
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| sire, if God had not, my soul could not have

denied you. Though the Almighty—to
whose pleasure 1t is meet that we all sub-
mit—hath said nay to that wish of yours,
yet let your souls say Amen, to this last of
mine, that the Lord God would dwell among
you, and in youn, both now and for ever.

And having thus finished my labours a-
moug you, I shall now close up with this
double account.

1. Of my discharge of my ministry in
this place.

2. Of my deprival.  And shall so com-
mit you to God, and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you up, and
to give yon an inheritance amongst all them
that are sanetified.

1. Of my discharge of my ministry.
What my doetrine and manner of life hath
been, is known to you; and what my aim
and intent hath been, is known to God.
The searveher of hearts, knows that it is the
salvation of souls that hath been the mark
at which T have levelled. My way hath
been to use all pliduness, that I might be
made manifest n your consciences. Weak-
nesses, and infurmities, both natural and
sinful—the Lord pardon it—I have had
many. Tam sensible that mueh more mmight
have been done, both in public and in pri-
vate, had it not been for a weakly body,
and a slothful heart. T repent that I have
had no more zeal for God, no more com-
passion to souls; I repent that I Lave been
no more constant and importunate with
you, about the matters of cternity. O eter-
nity, cternity ! that thou wert no more in
the hieart and lips of the preacher, in the
hearts and cars of the hearers !

But while I thus judge myself for my
failings, blessed be God, I have a witness in

my conseienee, and 1 hope in yours also,
that T have not shunned to declare to you
the whole counsel of God.  Brethren, 1 eall
heaven and earth to witness this day, that
I have set before you life and death, good
and evil, and have not ceased from day to
day, to warn yon to choose life, and that
good way that leads to it; and to escape
for your lives from the way of sin and
Cdeath 1 O remember the many instruetions
I bave given you,—the many arguments
. whereby T have striven with you,—the
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many pravers that have heen offered up for
the gniding and gaining vour souls into the
path of life, and the turning your feet out
of the way of destruction. O might I he
abic to give this testimony concerning you
all at my departure; * they have trodden in
the right path; they have chosen the good
part that shall not be taken from them !”

Brethren, beloved, with whom I have
travailed in birth, that Christ might be
formed in vou, I must shortly give up my
account in a more solemn assembly, will
you help me to give it up with joy, by
shewing your souls before the Lord, as the
seals of my ministry 2 Every sineere con-
vert among youn will be a erown of rejoic-
ing to me in that day.  So let me rejoice,
and let my joy be the joy of you all.

What shall T say more? If there be
any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, any bowels aud merey,—if the
glory of the Eternal God, the honour of
the everlasting gospel, the safety of your
immortal souls, the incorruptible erown,
the execeding eternal weight of glory weigh
any thing with you,—then, once more, let
me bescech yon by all this, to hearken to
that word of the gospel, which God hath
spoken to you by me.

2. Of my deprival.  The most glorious
morning hath its evening; the hour is
come wherein the sun is setting upon not
a few of the prophets: the shadows of the
evening are stretehed forth upon usjy our
day draws, our work seems to be at an end.
Our pulpits and places must know us no
more. This is the Lord’s doing, let all the
earth keep silence hefore him,

It is not a light thing for me, brethren,
to he laid aside from the work, aund ecast
out of the vinevard of the Lord; and it
must be something of weight that must
support nnder so severe a doom. T know
there are not a few that will add to the
affiction of the afilicted, by telling the

world it is their own fault, they might pres |
Whether this be so |
or no, God knoweth, and let the Lord be |

vent it if they would.

judge.  Blessed be God, whatever be, this
is not Iaid to our charge as the veason of
our scclusion, either insuflicieney or sean-
dal !

You are not ignorant what things there
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are imposed on us, as the econdition of our
continuing our ministration ; which low
lawful and expedient soever they seem in
the judgment of many, vet have the most
specious arguments that plead for them,
left me utterly dissatisfied in my conseience
about them. T must profess before God,
augels, and men, that my non-submission
1s not trom any disloyalty to authority, nor
from pride, humour, or any factious dispo-
sition, or design; but becanse 1 dare not
contradict my light, nor do any thing con-
cerning which my heart tells me, the Lord
says, do it not.

After all my most impartial inquiries,—
after all my secking counsel from the Lord,
—after all my considering, and consulting
with men of all persuasions about these
matters,—I find myself so far short of sa-
tisfaction, that I am plainly put to this
choiee, to part with my ministry or my
conscience. I dare not lie before God and
the world ; nor come aud tell you, I ap-
prove, T allow, I heartily econsent, to what
1 neither do nor ean; but must choose ra-
ther, that my ministry be scaled up by my
sufferings, than lengthened out hy a lie,
through the grace of God, thonegh men do,
vet my heart shall not reproach me while
I live. ¢ 1If our heart condemn ns, God 1s
orcater than our hearts and knoweth all
things.”  DBut however, thongh T mnst now
no longer act as a minister, 1 shall, through
the grace of God, endeavour peaceably, and
patiently, to suffer as a Christian, T should,
to testify my ohedience to anthority, have
become all things to all men, to the utter-
most that I could, with any clearness of
heart : hit since matters stand <o, T must
lose my place, or my peace, T cheerfully
suffer myself to he thrust off the stage.

And now welcome the eross of Christ,—
weleomereproach,—welcome poverty, scorn
and contempt, or whatever else may befall
me on this acconunt! This morning I had
a floek, and yon had a pastor; but now, he-
hold a pastor without a flock,—a flock
without a shepherd ! This morning I had
an house, but now I have none! This
morning I had a living, but now I have
none! “The Lord hath given, and the

' Lord bath taken away, Blessed be the name

of the Lord.”
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Beloved, 1 am sensible of many weak-
nesses and disadvantages I am under, which
may render a suffering state the harder to
be borne; help me by your prayers, and
not me only, but all my brethren also, with
whom my lot must fall; ¢ Pray for us:
for we trust that we have a good conscience,
in all things willing to live honestly.” Pray,

1. That God would make our silence
speak, and preach the same holy doctrine
that we have preached with our lips,

2. That he would give supports answera-
ble to our sufferings ; that he who comfort-
cth those that are cast down, will also com-
fort his servants that are cast out.

3. That, according to our carnest expec-
tation, and our hope, as always, so now al-
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so, Christ may be magnified in us, whether
it be by life or by death.

And thus, brethren, I bid you all fare-
well, in the words of the apostle, 2 Cor.
xiit. 11., ¢ Finally, brethren, farewell. Be
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind,
live in peace; and the God of love and
peace shall be with vou.” ¢ And the God of
peace, that brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of
the sheep, through the blood of the ever-
lasting covenant, make you perfect in every
good work to do his will, working in you
that which is well-pleasing in his sight,
throngh Jesus Christ; to whom be glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.”
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THE ART O DIVINE CONTENTMENT.

Puin. iv. 11. ¢ I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”

Cuar. I. Tue INTRODUCTION TO THE
TexT.

"T'HIESE words are brought in by way of
prolepsis, to anticipate and prevent an ob-
jection. The apostle had, in the former
verses, Jaid down many grave and heaven-
ly exhortations; among the rest, “to be
carcful for nothing,” ver. 6. Not to exclude,
1. A prudential care; for, hie that provideth
not for his own house, ¢ hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an infidel,” 1 Tim.
v. 8. Nor, 2. A religious care; for, we
must give all “diligence to make our call-
ing and election sure,” 2 Pet. 1. 10.  But,
3. To exclude all anxious care about the
issues and events of things;  take no
thought for your life, what you shall eat,”
Mat. vi. 25.  And in this sense it should
be a Christian’s eare not to be careful. The
word careful in the Greck comes from a
prmitive, that signifies ¢ to cut the heart in
picees,” a soul-dividing care; take heed of
this.  Weare bid to ¢ commit our way nn-
to the Lovd,” Ps. xxxvii. 5. The Hebrew
word is, ‘roll thy way upon the Lord. It
is our work to cast awayv care, 1 Pet. v, 7.
And it is God’s work to take earc. By

bread.

his hand. Care, when it is eccentric, either
distrustful or distracting, is very dishon-
onrable to God; it takes away his provi-
dence, as if he sat in heaven and minded
not what became of things here below ; like
a man that makes a clock, and then leaves
it to go of itself. Immoderate care takes the
heart off from better things; and usually.
while we are thinking how we shall do to
live, we forget how to die. Care is a spi-
ritual canker that doth waste and dispirit;
we may sooner by our care add a furlong
to our grief than a cubit to our comfort.
God doth threaten it as a curse, “They
shall eat their bread with ecarefulness,”
Ezek. xi1. 19, Better fast than eat of that
“ Be careful for nothing.”

Now, lest any one should say, yea, Paul
thou preachest that to us which thou hast
scarce learned thyself,—hast thou learned
not to be carcful ? the apostle seems taeitly
to answer that, in the words of the text
“1 have learned, in whatever state 1 am,
therewith to be content :” A speech worthy
to be engraven upon our hearts, and to be
written in letters of gold upon the erowns
and diadems of prinees.

The text doth branch itself into these

our immoderacy we take his work out offtwo general parts.



