
FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 383

Nothing more hinders us in our working than un

belief. Sure saitli a christian, I may toil all day for

salvation and catch nothing. What! is there ' no

balm in Gilead ?' Is there no mercy-seat ? O,

sprinkle faith in every duty, look up to free grace,

fix your eye upon the blood of Christ; would you

be saved? to your working join believing.

THE

GODLY MAN'S PICTURE,

DRAWN WITH A

SCRIPTURE-PENCIL.

Psalm xxxii. 6. For this shall every one that is godly

pray unto thee.

CHAP. I.

Containing the Preface, oP*lntroduction.

T-TOLY David, in the front of this psalm, shews

us wherein true happiness consists ; not in

beauty, honour, riches, (the world's trinity) but in

the forgiveness of sin. Ver. 1. * Blessed is he whose

transgression is forgiven.' The Hebrew word to for

give, signifies to carry out of sight; which well a-

grees with that, Jer. 1. 20. ' In those days, saith the

Lord, the sins ofJudah shall be sought for, and they

shall not be found.' This is an incomprehensible

blessing, and such as lays a foundation for all other

■%*,.
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mercies. I shall but glance at it, and lay down these

five assertions about it.

1. Forgiveness is an act of God's free grace. The

Greek word to forgive deciphers the original of

pardon; it ariseth not from any thing inherent in

us, but is the pure result of free grace, Isa. xliii. 25.

' I,- even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgres

sions for mine own sake.' When a creditor for

gives a debtor, he doth it freely. Pardon of sin is

a fine thread* spun out of the bowels of free grace.

Paul cries out, * I obtained mercy,' 1 Tim. i. 13.

The Greek signifies, * I was be-mercied;' he who

is pardoned, is all bestrewed with mercy. When

the Lord pardons a sinner, he doth not pay a debt,

but give a legacy.

2. God in forgiving sin, remits the guilt and pe

nalty. Guilt cries for justice ; no sooner had Adam

eaten the apple, but he saw the flaming sword, and

heard the curse; but m remission God doth indulge

the sinner; he seems to say thus to him, Though

thou art fallen into the hands of my justice, and de-

servest to die, yet I will absolve thee, and whatever

is charged upon thee, shall be discharged.

3. Forgiveness of sin is thro' the blood of Christ.-

Free grace is the impulsive cause, Christ's blood is

the meritorious, Heb. ix. 22. ' Without shedding of

blood is no remission.' Justice would be revenged

either on the sinner or the Surety. Every pardon

is the price of blood.

4. Before sin is. forgiven, it must be repented of.

Therefore repentance and remission are linked to

gether, Luke xxiv. 47. • That repentance and re

mission of sins should be preached in his name.' Not

that repentance doth in a popish sense merit forgive

ness; Christ's blood must wash our tears: but re

pentance is a qualification, though not a cause. He

who is humbled for sin, will the more value pardon

ing mercy. When there is nothing in the soul but.
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clouds of sorrow, and now God sends a pardon,

which is a setting up a rainbow in the cloud, to tell

the sinner, that the flood of wrath shall not over

flow him ; O what joy is there at the sight of this

rainbow ! The soul that was before steeped in tears,

now melts in love to God, Luke vii. 38, 47.

5. God having forgiven sin, he will call it no

more into remembrance, Jer. xxxi. 34. The Lord

will make an act of indemnity, he will not upbraid

us with former unkindnesses, or sue us with a can

celled bond, Micah vii. 19. • He will cast our sina

into the depth of the sea.' Sin shall not be cast in as

a cork which riselh up again, but as lead which

sinks to the bottom. How should we all labour for

this covenant-blessing?

1. How sad is the want of it! It must needs be

ill with the malefactor who wants his pardon : all

the curses of God stand in full force against the un

pardoned sinner; his very blessings are cursed, Mal.

ii. 2. Caesar wondered at one of his soldiers, that

was so merry when he was in debt. Can the sinner

be merry who is heir to all God's curses, and knows

not how soon he may take up his lodgings among

the damned?

2. How sweet is it to have it! 1. The pardoned

soul is out of the gunshot of hell, Rom. viii. 33.

Satan may accuse, but Christ will show a discharge.

2. The pardoned soul may go to God with boldness

in prayer. Guilt clips the wings of prayer, that it

cannot fly to the throne of grace ; but forgiveness

breeds confidence: he who hath his pardon may

look his prince in the face with comfort.

This great mercy of pardon David had obtained,

as appears, verse 5. * Thou f'orgavest me.' And be

cause he had found God a God of pardons, there

fore he encourageth others to seek God, in the

words of the text, * For this cause shall every one

that is godly pray unto thee.'

-'
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chap. ir.

Operxing the Nature of Godliness.

, Every one that is godly.

JT will be first inquired, What godliness is? .

I answer in general, Godliness is the sacred im

pression and workmanship of God in a man, where

by of carnal, he is made spiritual. When godliness

is wrought in a person, he doth not receive a new

soul, but he hath another spirit, Num. xiv. 2<i. The

faculties are not new, but the qualities; the strings

are the same, but the tone is mended. Concern

ing godliness I shall lay down these seven maxims

or positions.

1. Godliness is a real thing, it is not shadow, but

substance. Godliness is not the feverish conceit of

a sick brain; a christian is no enthusiast, one whose

religion is made up all of fancy. Godliness hath

truth for its foundation; .it is called the way of

truth, Psal. cxix. 30. Godliness is a ray and beam

that shines from God: if God be true, then godli

ness is true.

2. Godliness is an intrinsical thing: it lies chief

ly in the heart, Rom. ii. 29. ' Circumcision is that

of the heart. The dew lies on the leaf, the sap is

hid in the root. The moralist's religion is all in the

leaf, it consists only in externals: but godliness is

an holy sap which is radicated in the soul, Psal. Ii.

6. ' In the hidden part, thou shalt make me to know

wisdom.' The Chaldee expounds it, In the close

place of the heart.

3. Godliness is a supernatural thing; by natura

we inherit nothing but evil, Rom. vii. 5. ' When

we were in the flesh, the motions of sin did work

in our members: we did suck in sin as naturally
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as our mother's milk; but godliness is the wisdom

from above, Jam. iii. 17. It is breathed in from hea

ven. God must light up the lamp of grace in the

heart; veeds grow of themselves, flowers are plant

ed. Godliness is a celestial plant that comes from

the New Jerusalem: therefore it is called a fruit of

the Spirit, Gal. v. 22. A man hath no more power

to change himself, than to create himself.

4. Godliness is an extensive thing; it is a sacred

leaven that spreads itselfinto the whole soul, 1 Thess.

v. 23. ' The God of peace sanctify you wholly."

There is light in the understanding, order in the

affections, pliableness in the will, exemplariness in

the life. We do not call a blackamoor white, be

cause he hath white teeth: he is not godly who is

good only in some part. Grace is called the new

man, Col. iii. 10. not a new eye or tongue, but a

new man; he who is godly is good all over; tho'

he be regenerate but in part, yet it is in every part.

5. Godliness is an intense thing; it doth not lie

in a dead formality and indifferency, but is vigor

ous and flaming, Rom. xii. 11. ' Fervent in spirit/

'VVe call water hot, when it is so in the third or

fourth degree. He is godly whose devotion is en-

flamed, and his heart boils over in holy affections.

6. Godliness is a glorious thing: as the jewel to

the ring, so is piety to the soul, besp*ig!ing it in

God's eyes. Reason makes us men, godliness makes

us earthly angels; by it we ' partake of the di

vine nature,' 2 Pet. i. 4. Godliness is near a kin to

glory, 2 Pet. i. 3. Glory and virtue. Godliness is

glory in the seed, and glory is godliness in the

flower.

7. Godliness is a permanent thing. One saith,

Denominations are given from the habit. We do

not call him sanguine that blusheth, but he who is

of a ruddy complexion, 1 Sam. vii. 42. A blush of

godliness is not enough to denominate a christian,
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but godliness must be the temper and complexion

of the soul. Godliness is a fixed thing: there is a

great deal of difference between a stake in the hedge

and a tree in the garden; a stake rots and mould

ers, but a tree, having life in it, abides and flourish-

eth. When godliness hath taken root in the soul, it

abides to eternity, 1 John iii. 9. * His seed remain-

eth in him.' Godliness being engraven in the heart

by the Holy Ghost, as with the point of a diamond,

can never be razed out.

CHAP. IIL

A Reproofto $uch as are but Pretenders to Godliness.

TTERE is a sharp reprehension to such as are al-

chvmy christians, who do only make a show

of godliness: like Michal, who put an image in the

bed, and so deceived Saul's messengers, 1 Sam. xix.

16. these our Saviour calls whited sepulchres, Matt.

xxiii. 27. They do not practise virtue, but counter

feit it. In ancient times a third part of the inhabitants

of this island were called Picts, which signifies paint

ed; it is to be feared they still retain their old

name: how many are painted only with the Vermil

lion of a profession, whose seeming lustre dazzles

the eyes ofbeholders, but within there is nothing

but putrefaction, Matt, xxiii. 27. Hypocrites are

like the swan, which hath white feathers but a black

skin; or like the lily, which hath a fair colour but

a bad scent, Rev. iii. .1. ' Thou hast a name to live3

but thou art dead.' These the apostle Jude com

pares to^ clouds without water,' ver. 12. they pre

tend to be full of the Spirit, but they are empty

clouds; their goodness is but a religious cheat.

Ques. But why do persons content themselves

with a shew of godliness?

Ans. This helps to keep up their fame, 1 Sam. xv.
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3O. * Honour me before the people/ Men are am

bitious of credit, and would gain repute in the

world, therefore they will dress themselves in the.

garb and mode of religion, that others may write

them down for saints. But alas, what is one the

better to have others to commend him, and his con

science condemn him? What good will it do a man

when he is in hell, that others think he is gone to

heaven? O beware of this; counterfeit piety is dou

ble iniquity.

1. To have only a show of godliness is a God-en

raging sin: he who is a pretender to saintship, but

his heart tells him he hath nothing but the name,

he carries Christ in his Bible, but not in his heart;

some politic design spurs him on in the ways of

God; he makes religion a lacquey to his carnal in

terest: what is this but to abuse God to his face,

and to serve the devil in Christ's livery? Hypocrisy

makes the fury rise up in God's face; therefore he

calls such persons the ' generation of his wrath,' Isa.

x. 6. God will send them to hell to do penance for

their hypocrisy.

2. To make only a show of godliness, is self.de

lusion. Ajax in his phrenzy took sheep for men;

but it is a worse mistake to take a show of grace for

grace. This is for one to put a cheat upon himself,

James i. 22. ' Deceiving your own souls.' He who

hath counterfeit gold instead of true, wrongs him

self most. The hypocrite deceives others while he

lives, but deceives himself when he dies.

3. To have only a name, and make a show of

godliness, is odious to God and man. The hypo

crite is born under a sad planet, he is abhorred of

all. Wicked men hate him because he makes a

show, and God hates him because he doth but make

a show: the wicked hate him because he hath somuch

a mask of godliness, and God hates him because

he hath no more, Acts xxvi. 28. ' Thou hast almost

persuaded me to be a christian.' The wicked hate

3d 10
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the hypocrite because he is almost a christian, and

God hates him because he is but almost.

4. To be only comets, and make a show of piety

is a vain thing. Hypocrites lose all they have done.

Their dissembling tears drop beside God's bottle,

their prayers and fasts prove abortive, Zech. vii. 5.

* When ye fasted and mourned, did ye at all fast

unto me, even to me?' as God will not recom

pense a slothful, so neither a treacherous servant.

All the hypocrite's reward is in this life, Matt. vi. 5.

' They have their reward.' A poor reward, the

empty breath of men. The hypocrite may make his

acquittance, and write, Received in full payment.

Augustus Caesar had great triumphs granted him,

but the senate would not suffer him to be consul, or

sit in the senate-house. Hypocrites may have the

praise of men, but tho' these triumphs be granted,

them, they shall never have the privilege to sit in the

senate-house of heaven. What acceptance can he

look for from God, whose heart tells him he is no

better than a mountebank in divinity?

5. To have only a pretence to godliness will yield

no comfort at death. Will painted gold enrich a

man? will painted wine refresh him that is thirsty?

will the paint of godliness stand thee in any stead?

what were the foolish virgins better for their blaz

ing, lamps, when they wanted oil? what is the lamp

Of profession, without the oil of grace? He who

hath: only a painted holiness, shall have a painted

happiness.

6. Thou who hast nothing but a specious pretext

and mask of piety, exposest thyself to Satan's scorn.

Thou shalt be brought forth at the last day as Sam

son, Judg. xvi. 25. to make the devil sport. He will

say, What is become of all thy vows, tears, confes

sions? Is all thy religion come to this? Didst thou

so often defy the devil, and art thou now come to

dwell with me? Couldst thou meet with no weapon

( .
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to kill thee, but what was made of gospel metal ?

Couldst thou suck poison no where but out of or

dinances? Couldst thou find no way to hell but by

seeming godly? What a vexation will this be, to

have the devil so reproach a man! It is sad to be in

sulted over in this life: Cleopatra, <jueen of Egypt,

when she saw she was reserved by the enemy for a

triumph, that she might avoid the infamy, put asps

to her breasts, and died. What then will it be to

have the devil triumph over a man at the last day?

Let us therefore take heed of this kind of page

antry, or devout stage-play. That which may make

us the more to fear our hearts, is, when we see tall

cedars in the church worm-eaten with hypocrisy.

Balaam a prophet, Jehu a king, Judas an apostle,

all of them stand to this day upon record for hypo

crites.

It is true, there are the seeds of this sin in the

best; but as it was with the leprosy under the law,

all that had risings, or spots in the skin of the flesh,

were not reputed unclean, and put out of the camp,

Lev. xiii. 6. so all that have the risings of hypocrisy

in them, are not to be judged hypocrites, for these

may be the ' spots of God's children,' Deut. xxxii.

5. But that which denominates an hypocrite, is,

when hypocrisy is predominant, and is like a spread

ing humour in the body.

Ques. When is a man under the power and re

gency of hypocrisy ?

Ans. There are two signs of its predominancy.

i. A squint eye, when one serves God for sinister

ends. 2. A right eye, when there is some sin dear

to a man, which he cannot part with. These two

are as shrewd signs of an hypocrite as any I know.

O, let us take David's candle and lanthorn, and

search for this leaven, and burn it before the Lord.

Christian, if thou mournest for hypocrisy, yet

findest this sin so potent, that thou canst not get
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the mastery of it, go to Christ, beg of him that he

would exercise his kingly office in thy soul; that he

would subdue this sin, and put it under the yoke.

Beg of Christ to exercise his spiritual chirurgery

upon thee; desire him to lance thy heart, and cut

out the rotten, and that he would apply the medi

cine of his blood to heal thee of thy hypocrisy,

Often make that prayer of David, Psal. cxix. 80.

* Let my heart be found. in thy statutes.' Lord, let

me be any thing rather than an hypocrite. Two

hearts will exclude one from heaveu.

CHAP. IV.

Shewing the Characters ofa Godly Man.

Inqui- TT will be inquired in the next place, Who

ry 2d. is the godly man ?

For the full answer whereunto, I shall lay down

several specifical signs and characters of a godly

man.

Sect. I.

1. The first fundamental sign is, a godly man is

a man of knowledge, Prov. xiv. 18. ' The prudent

are crowned with knowledge.' The saints are called

wise virgins, Matt. xxv. 4. A natural man may

have some discursive knowledge of God, but he

knoweth nothing as he ought to know, 1 Cor. viii,

2. He knows not God savingly : he may have the

eye of reason open, but he discerns not the things

of God after a spiritual manner. Waters cannot go

beyond their spring-head: vapours cannot rise high

er than the sun draws them. A natural man cannot

act above his sphere; he is no more able to judge

aright of sacred things, than a blind man is to judge

of. colours. 1. He sees not the evil of his heart ; if
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a face be ever so black and deformed, yet it is not

seen under a veil; the heart of a sinner is so black,

that nothing but hell can pattern it, yet the veil of

ignorance hides it. 2. He sees not the beauties of

a Saviour, Christ is a pearl, but an hid pearl.

But a godly man is taught of God, 1 John ii. 27.

* The anointing teacheth you all things ;' that

isj all things essential to salvation. A godly man

hath • the good knowledge of the Lord, 2 Chron.

xxx. 22. he hath sound wisdom, Prov. iii. 21. He

knows God in Christ: to know God out of Christ,

is to know him an enemy; but to know him in

Christ is sweet and delicious. A gracious soul hath

the savour of knowledge, 2 Cor. ii. 14. There is

3 great difference between one that hath read of a

country, or viewed it on the map, and another who

hath lived in the country, and tasted the fruits and

spices of it. The knowledge wherewith a godly

-man is adorned, hath these eight rare ingredients

in it.

1. It is a grounded knowledge, Col. i. 27. ' If

ye continue in the faith grounded.' It is not a be-

Jieving as the church believes, but this knowledge

rests upon a double basis, the word and Spirit; the

one is a guide, the other a witness: saving know

ledge is not pendulous or doubtful, but hath a cer

tainty in it, John vi. 69. We believe, and are sure

thou art that Christ, 2 Cor. v. 6. Being always con

fident, a godly man holds no more than he will die

for: the martyrs were so confirmed in the know

ledge of the truth, that they would seal it with their

blood.

2. It is an appretiative knowledge. The lapidary

is said to know a jewel, who hath skill to value it:

he knows God, who esteems him above the glory

of heaven, Psal. cxiii. 4. and the comforts of the

.earth. To compare other things with God, is to de
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base Deity; as if you should compare the shining

of a glow-worm with the sun.

3. The knowledge of a godly man is quicken

ing, Psal. cxix. 93. ' I will never forget thy pre

cepts, for with them thou hast quickened me.'

Knowledge in a natural man's head, is like a torch

in a dead man's hand: true knowledge animates.

A godly man is like John Baptist, ' a burning and

a shining lamp;' he doth not only shine by illumina

tion, but burn by affection. The spouse's knowledge

made her ' sick of love,' Cant. ii. 5. I am wounded

with love. I am like a deer that is struck with a

dart, my soul lies a bleeding, and nothing can cure

me but a sight of him whom my soul loves.

4. Divine knowledge is appropriating, Job xix.

25. * I know that my Redeemer liveth. A medi

cine is best when it is applied; this applicative

knowledge is joyful. -Christ is called a surety, Heb.

vii. 22. O what joy, when I am drowned in debt,

to know that Christ is my surety. Christ is called

an advocate, 1 John ii. 1. The Greek word for ad

vocate signifies a comforter. O what comfort is it,

•when I have a bad cause, to know Christ is my ad

vocate, who never lost any cause he pleaded!

Ques. But how shall I know that I make a right

application of Christ? an hypocrite may think he

applies when he doth not. Balaam, though a sor

cerer, yet said, My God, Numb. xxii. 38.

Ans. He who rightly applies Christ, puts these

two together, Jesus and Lord, Phil. iii. 8. Christ

Jesus my Lord: many take Christ as a Jesus, but

refuse him as a Lord. Do you join Prince and Sa

viour? Acts v. 31. Would you as well be ruled by

Christ's laws, as saved by his blood? Christ is a

priest upon his throne, Zech. vi. 13. He will never

be a priest to intercede, unless your heart be the

throne where he sways his sceptre: a true applying
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of Christ is, when we so take him for an husband,

that we give up ourselves to him as a Lord.

2. He who rightly applies Christ, fetcheth virtue

from him: the woman in the gospel having touch

ed Christ, felt virtue coming from him, and her

fountain of blood was dried up, Mark v. 29. This.

is to apply Christ, when we feel a sin-mortifying

virtue flow from him. Naturalists tell us, there is

an antipathy between the diamond and the load

stone, insomuch that if a piece of iron be laid by

the diamond, the diamond will not suffer it to be

drawn away by the loadstone ; so that knowledge

which is applicatory, hath an antipathy against sin,

and will not suffer the heart to be drawn away

by it.

5. The knowledge of a godly man is transform

ing, 2 Cor. iii. 8. ' We all with open face, behold

ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed

into the same image.' As a painter, looking upon a

face, draws a face like it in the picture: so, look

ing upon Christ in the glass of the gospel, we are

changed into his similitude. We may look upon o-

ther objects that are glorious yet not be made glo

rious by them : a deformed face may look upon

beauty, and yet not be made beautiful, a wounded

man may look upon a surgeon, and yet not be heal

ed: but this is the excellency of divine knowledge,

it give us such a sight of Christ, as makes us par

take of his nature: as Moses, when he had seen

God's back parts, his face shined, some of the rays

and beams of God's glory fell upon him.

6. The knowledge of a godly man is self-empty

ing; carnal knowledge makes the head giddy with

pride, 1 Cor. viii. 2. True knowledge brings a man

out of love with himself; the more he knows, the

more he blusheth at his own ignorance. David, a

bright star in God's church, yet he thought him-

self rather a cloud than a star, Psal. lxxiii. 22.
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7. The knowledge of a godly man is growing*

Col. i. 10. • Increasing in the knowledge of God/

True knowledge is like the light of the morning,

which increaseth in the horizon till it comes to the

meridian: so sweet is spiritual knowledge, that the

more a saint knows, the more thirsty he is of know

ledge; it is called the riches of knowledge, 1 Cor.

i. 5. The more riches a man hath, the more still he

desires ; though Paul knew Christ, yet he would

know him more, Phil. iii. 10. ' That I may know

him, and the power of his resurrection.'

8. The knowledge of a godly man is practical, John

x. 4. ' The sheep follow him, for they know his

voice.' Though God requires knowledge more than

burnt-offering, Hos. vi. 6. yet it is a knowledge ac

companied with obedience: true knowledge doth

not only mend a christian's sight, but mends his

pace. It is a reproach to a christian to live in a con

tradiction to his knowledge, to know he should be

strict and holy, yet to live loosely: not to obey, is

all one as not to know, 1 Sam. ii. ] 2. ' The sons of

Eli knew not the Lord:' they could not but know,,

for they taught others the knowledge of the Lord;

yet they are said not to know, because they did not

obey: when knowledge and practice, like Castor

and Pollux, appear together, then they presage

much happinjEss.

Use 1. Let us try ourselves by this character.

1 . Are they godly, who are still in the region of

darkness? Prov. xix. 2. ' That the soul be without

knowledge, it is not good;' ignorant persons can

not give God a reasonable service, Rom. xii. J. It

is sad, that after the Sun of Righteousness hath

shined so long in our hemisphere, yet that person*

should be under the power of ignorance: perhaps

in the things of this world they are knowing e-

nough, none shall out-reach them, but in the things

of God they have no knowledge. Nahash would
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make a covenant with Israel, that he might put out

their right eyes, 1 Sam. xi. 1. The devil hath left

men their left eye, knowledge in secular matters

but he hath put out their right eye, they understand

not the mystery of godliness; it may be said o<f

them as of the Jews, ' To this day the veil is upon

their heart,' 2 Cor. Hi. 15. Many christians are no

better than baptized heathens. What a shame is it

to be without knowledge? 1 Cor. xv. 34. ' Some

have not the knowledge of God, I speak this to

your shame.' Men think it a shame to be ignorant

in their trade, but no shame to be ignorant of God;

there is no going to heaven blindfold, Isa. xxvii.

11. ' Jt is a people of no understanding, therefore

he that made them, will not have mercy on them.'

Surely ignorance in these days is affected ; it is

one thing not to know, another thing not to be will

ing to know, John iii. 19. ' They loved darkness

rather than light. It is the owl loves the dark : sin

ners are like the Athlantes, a people in ^Ethiopia,

which curse the sun. Wicked men shut their eyes

wilfully, Matt. xiii. 15. and God shuts them judici

ally, Isa. vi. 10.

2. Are they godly, who though they have know

ledge, yet they know hot as they ought to know ;

they know not God experimentally : how many

knowing persons are ignorant? They have illumi

nation, but not sanctification ; their knowledge

hath not a powerful influence upon them to make

them better. If you set up an hundred torches in a

garden, they will not make the flowers grow, but

the sun is influential : many are so far from being

better for their knowledge, that they are worse, Isa.

lvii. 10. 'Thy knowledge hath perverted thee;' the

knowledge of most makes them more cunning in

sin; these have little cause to glory in their know

ledge. Absalom might boast of the hair of his head,

3e Jl
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but that hanged him ; so these may boast of the

knowledge of their head, but it will destroy therm

5. Are they godly, who, though they have some

glimmering of knowledge, yet no fiducial applying

of Christ ; many of the Old world knew there was

an ark, but were drowned, because they did not

get into the ark; knowledge, which is not apply

ing, will but light a man to hell ; it were better to

live an Indian, than to die an infidel under the gos

pel. Christ not believed in, is terrible. Moses' rody

when it was in his hand, did a great deal of good,

it wrought miracles ; but when it was out of his

hand, it became a serpent : so Christ, when laid

hold on by the hand of faith, is full of comfort,

but not laid hold on, will prove a serpent to sting.

Use 2. As we would evidence ourselves godly, let

us labour for this good knowledge of the Lord: what

pains will men take for the gaining of natural know

ledge ? I have read of one Benchorat, who spent

forty years in finding out the motion of the eight

sphere ; what pains then should we take in finding

out the knowledge of God in Christ ? There must

be digging and searching for it, as one would search

for a vein of silver, Prov. ii. S. * If thou seekest her

as silver.'

Motive 1. This is the best knowledge, it doth as

far surpass all other, as the diamond doth the crys*

tal ; no jewel we wear doth so adorn us as this,

Prov. iii. 15, ' She is more precious than rubies.'

Job xxviii. 12, 13. • Man knoweth not the price

thereof, the deep saith, It is not in me, it cannot be

valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious

onyx, or the sapphire/ The dark chaos was a fit

emblem of an ignorant soul, Gen. i. 2. but when

God lights up the lamp of knowledge in the mind,

what a new creation is there ? How doth the soul

sparkle as the sun in its glory ?

Motive 2. This knowledge is comfortable ; we
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may say of the knowledge of nature, as Solomon,

Eccl. i. 18. He that increaseth knowledge, increas

ed! sorrow.' The knowledge of arts and sciences is

gathering of straw, but the knowledge of God in

Christ is gathering of pearl. This knowledge ushers

in salvation, 1 Tim. ii, 4.

Ques. But how shall we get this saving know

ledge ?

Answ. Not by the power of nature: some speak »

of reason well improved how far it will go ; but

alas, the plumb-line of reason is too short to fathom

the deep things of God ; a man can no more by the

power of reason reach the saving knowledge of

God, than a pigmy can reach the pyramids : the

light of nature will no more help us to see Christ,

than the light of a candle will help us to under

stand, 1 Cor. ii. 14, ' The natural man receiv-

eth not the things .of God, neither can he know

them.' What shall we do then to know God in

a soul-saving manner? 1 answer, let us implore '

the help of God's Spirit. Paul never saw himself

blind till a light shined from heaven, Acts ix. 3.

God must anoint our eyes ere we can see : what

needed Christ have bid Laodicea to come to him

for eye-salve, if she could see before, Rev. iii. 18.

Oh ! let us beg the Spirit, which is a Spirit of reve

lation, Eph. L 17. Saving knowledge is not by spe

culation, but by inspiration, Job xxxii. 8. ' The in

spiration of the Almighty giveth understanding.'

We may have excellent notions in divinity, but

the Holy Ghost must enable us to know them after

a spiritual manner ; a man may see the figures upon

*a dial, but he cannot tell how the day goes unless

the sun shine. We may read many truths in the

Bible, but we cannot know them savingly till God's

Spirit doth shine upon us, 1 Cor. ii. 10. ' The Spi

rit searching all things, yea, the deep things of

jGpd.' The scripture discovers Christito us, but ttje




