THE

CHRISTIAN'S CHARTER,

SHRWING

THE PRIVILEGES OF A BELIEVER.

1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23. .
For all things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, o
 Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come; all are yours, and ye
are Christ's; and Chrisg is God’s.

St p—————

CHAP. I

The Porch or Entrance into the Words, togethér
with the Proposition.

JJ APPINESS is the mark and centre which eve-
ry man aims at. The next thing that is sought
after Being, is being happy; and surely, the near-
er the soul comes to God, who is the fountain of
life and peace, the nearer it approacheth to happi-
ness; and who so near to God as the believer, who
is mystically one with him? he must needs-be the
bappy man: and if you would survey his bless-
ed estate, cast your eyes upon this text, which points
to it, as the finger to the dial: ¢ For all things are
ours.” The text may not unfitly be compared to
the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits,
and yielded her fruit every month; there are many
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4 _ THE CHRISTIAN’S CHARTEER.

precious clusters growing out of this text, and be-
ifng skilfully improved, will yield much excellent
ruit.

Tn the words we have the inventory of a christ-
ian, ¢ All things are yours:’ A strange paradox!
when a believer can call nothing his, yet he can
say, all things are his. I have often thought a poor
christian that lives in a prison, orsome old cottage,
is like the usurer, who, though he goes poor, and
can hardly find himself bread, yet hath thousands
out at wse: so it is with a child of God, ¢ as hav-
ing nothing, yet possessing all things.” What once
the philosopher said, Only the wise man is the rich
man; gave me leave to say, only the believer is the
rich man; here is his estate summed up, ¢ all things
are his.’
~ Olyj. Before I come to the words, there is an ob-
jection must be removed; If all things are ours,
there seems to be a community; what is one man’s
is another’s.

Ans. The apostle doth not'speak here of civil pos-
sessions; Paul was no leveller, he did not go about
to destroy any man’s property; for though he saith,
< all things are yours;’ yet he doth not say, what
any man hath'is yours. .

Obj. Bat is it not said, They had all things com-
mon? -Actsii. 44 : -

Ans. It is true: but first, this was purely volun-
‘tary; there was no precept for it.

If it be objected, that this was set down as an ex-
ample to imitate; o

1. I answer; Examples in scripture are not al-
‘'ways argumentative: the prophet Elijah called for
fire from heaven, to consume the captains and their
fifties; but it doth not therefore follow, that when
one christian is angry with another, he may call for
fire from heaven. Thus the primitive saints, out of
-prudence and charity, bad -all things common; it
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THE CHRISTIAN’S CHARTER. 5

will not therefore follow, that in every age and cen-
tury of the church, there should be a common
stock, and every one have a share.

2. I answer; %hough the disciples had all things
common, yet still they held their propriety, as 18
clear by Peter’s speech to Ananias, ¢ Whiles it fe-
mained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold,
was it not in thine own power?’ It is true in one
sense, what the primitive church had, was net their
own; so much as could be spared, was for the re-
lief of the saints; thus all things were common;
but still they kept a part of theirestate in theic own
hand. There is a double right to an estate, a right
of Propriety, and a right of Charity. The right of
charity belongs to the poor, but the right of pro.
priety belongs to the owner. For instance, God
made a law, that a man must not put his sickle in-
to his neighbour’s corn. Wae read that the disci-
ples being hungry when they went through the
fields on the Sabbath, did pluck the ears .of corn,
there was Charity; but they must not put thesickle
into the corn, here was Propriety. This I the ra-
ther speak, because there are some, that when God
hath made an enclosure, would lay all common: it
was Satan puled down Job’s hedge. The Lord
hath set the eighth commandment as a fence about
a man’s-estate; and he that breaks this hedge, a
serpent shall bite him., Thus having taken that ob-
jection out of the way, I come new to the next.

And it falls into three parts. 1. The inventory,
¢ all things,” 2. The proprietors, ¢all things are

- yours.” 8. The tenure, ¢ Yeare Christ’s.” Which
three branches will make up this one proposition.

Doct. That all things in heaven and earth are
the pertion and prerogative of a believer. ¢ He
that .overcometh shall inherit all things.’ A large
.inventery! ¢ All things:’ we can bave but all;
-and the apostle useth an ingemination, he doubles
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ift, ?‘o take away all hesitancy and doubting from
aith.

CHAP. 1L
The Arguments proving the Proposition.

THERE are two reasons which will serve to il-
lustrate and confirm the proposition, ¢ All
things are a believers.’ '

Reason 1. Because the covenant of grace is his.
The covenant is our Great Charter, by virtue of
which God settles all things in heaven and earth
upon us. By sin we had forfeited all; therefore if
all things be ours, the title comes in by a covenant:
till then we had nothing to hold by. This cove-
nant is the issue and birth of God’s love; it is the
legacy of free-grace. This covenant is enriched
with mercy, it is embroidered with promises: you
may read the Charter, ¢ 1 will be their God.’
Anud there is a parallel to it, ¢ I am God, even thy
God:’ this is a sufficient dowry. If God be ours,
then all things are ours. :

He is, 1. Eminently good. One diamond doth
virtually contain many lesser pearls: the excellen-
cies in the creature are single, and want their ad-
juncts. Learning hath not always parentage; ho-
mnour hath not always virtue. No individual can be
the receptacle and containant of all perfections; but
those excellencies that lie scattered in the creature,
are all united and concentred in (God, as the beams
in the sun, the drops in the ocean.

2. He is Superlatively good. 'Whatever is in the
creature, is to be found in God after a most tran-
scendant manner. A man may be said to be wise,
‘but God is infinitely so; powerful, but God is eter-
nally so; faithful, but God is unchangeably sa,
Now in the covenmant of grace, God passeth him-



THE CHRISTIAN’S CHARTER.- 7

self over to us to be our God, ‘I am God, even
thy God.> :

This expression, ¢ I am thy God,” imports three
things: 1. Pacification. You shall find grace in
- my sight, I will cast a favourable aspect upon you.
I will put off my armour, I will take down my
standard, 1 will be no more an enemy. 2. Dona-
tion. God makes himself over to us by a deed of
gift, and gives away himself to us: he saith to the
believer, as the king of Israel said to the king of
Syria, ¢ I am thine, and all that I have:’ this is
an hive of divine comfort: all that is in God is
ours: his wisdom is ours to teach us; his love is
ours to pity us; his Spirit is ours to comfort us;
his mercy is ours to save us. When God saith to
the soul, ¢ I am thine,’ it is enough, he cannot say
more. 3. Duration. I will be a God to thee, as
long as I am a God. _

Reason 2. All things are a believer’s, because
Christ is his. Jesus Christ is the pillar and hinge
upon which the covenant of grace turns. Without
Christ, we had nothing to do with a covenant.
‘The covenant is founded upon Christ, and is seal-
ed in his blood. We read of the mercy-seat, Exod.
xxv. 17. which was a divine hieroglyphic, typify-
ing Jesus Christ. ¢ There will 1 meet thee, and I
will commune with thee from above the mercy-seat,
ver. 22. to shew that in Christ God is propitious,
From above this mercy-seat he communes with us,
and etiters into covenant. Therefore it is observa.
ble, when the Apostle had said, ¢ All things are
yours,’ he presently adds, ¢ Ye are Christ’s.” There _
comes in the title, we hold all in capite. This gol.
den chain, ¢ Things present, and things to come,’
are linked to us, by virtue of our being linked to
Christ. By faith we have an interest in Christ;
having an interest in Christ, we have an interest in
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God; having an interest in God, we have a title to
all things.

CHAP. 1L

The opening of the Charter. Things present are a
Believers. -

Question. AND now I come to that great ques-

tion, What are the things contained

in the Charter? :

Answer. There are two words in the text that ex-

press it, ¢ Things present, and things to come.” I
begin with the first.

1. Things present, are a believer’s. ~Amongst
these things present, there are three specified in the
text; Paul and Apollos, the world, life, &c. Here
is, methinks, a row of pearl: I will take every one
of these asunder, and shew you their worth; then
- see how rich a believer is, that wears such a chain
of pearl about him.

Sect. 1. Paul and Apollos are yours.

1. Under these words, ¢ Paul and Apollos,” by a
figure are comprehended all the ministers of Christ,
the weakest as well as the eminentest. ¢ Paul and
Apollos are yours,” viz. gheir labours are for edify-
ing the church. They are the helpers of your
faith; the parts of a minister are not given for him-
seif, they are the church’s. If the people have a
taint of error, the ministers of Christ must season
them with wholesome words; tberefore they are
ealled ¢ the salt of the earth’ If any soul be faint-
ing under the burden of sin, it is the work of a
minister to drop in comfort, therefore he is said to
- hold forth the breast as a nurse. Thus Paul and
- Apollos are "yours: all the gifts of a minister, all
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his graces, are not only for himself, they are the
Church’s. A minister must not monopolize his
gifts to himself, this is ¢ to hide his talentsin a
napkin;’ such an one makes an enclosure, where
God would have all common. ¢ Paul and Apollos
are yours.” The ministers of Christ should be as
musk among linen, which casts a fragrancy; or
like that box of spikenard, which being broken
filled the house with its odour: so should they do
by the savour of their ointments. = A minister by
sending out a sweet perfume in his doctrine and
life, makes the church of God as a garden of
'spices. ¢ Paul and Apollos are yours:’ they are as
a lamp or torch to light souls to heaven. Chry-
sostom’s hearers thought they had better be with-
out the sun in the firmament, than Chrysostom
in the pulpit. - Paul and Apollos are springs that
hold the water of life; as these springs must not be
poisoned, so neither must they be shut up or sealed.
A minister of Christ is both a granary to hold the
corn, and a steward to give it out. ’Tis little bet-
ter than theft to with-hold the bread of life. 'The -
lips of Apollos must be as an honey-comb, drop-
ping in season and out of season. The graces of
- the. Spirit are sacred flowers, which though they
cannot die, yet being apt to wither, Apollos must
come with his water-pot. It is not enough that
there be grace in the heart, but it must be poured
into his lips. As Paul is a believer, so all things
are his; but as Paul is a minister, so he is not his
own, he.is the church’s. There are three corolla-
ries I shall draw from this. ‘
Use 1. If ¢ Paul and Apollos are yours,” every
minister of Christ is given for the edifving.of the
church; take heed that ye despise not the least of
these, for all are for your profit. The least star
.gives light, the least drop moistens, the least mini-
_ster is no-less than an angel. There is some use to
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be made even of the lowest parts of men: -there are
¢ gifts differing,” but all are yours. The weakest
minister may help to strengthen your faith. In the
law, all the Levites did not sacrifice, only the-
priests, as Aaron, and his sons; but all were ser-
viceable in the worship of God: those that did not
sacrifice, yet helped tobearthe ark. As in a baild-
ing, some bring stones, some timber, some perhaps
bring only nails; yet these are useful, these serve to
fasten the work in the building. The church of
God is a spiritual building, some . ministers bring
stones, are more eminent and useful; others tim-
ber; others less, they have but a nail in the work,
et all serve for the good of this building. The
east nail in the ministry serves for the fastening of
souls to Christ, therefore let none be contemned.
Though all are not apostles, all are not evangelists,
all have not the same dexterous abilities in their
work; yet remember, ¢ All are yours, all edify.
Oftentimes God crowns hislabours, and sends most
fish into his net, who though he may be less skilful
is more faithful; and though be hath less of the
Brain, yet more of the Heart. An ambassador may
deliver his message with a trembling lip, and a
stammering tongue, but he is honourable for his
work’s sake, he represents the king’s person.

Use 2. If ¢ Paul and Apollos are yours, all
Christ’s ministers have a subserviency to your good,
they come to make up the match between Christ
and you; then love Paul and Apollos. All thela-
bours of a minister, his prayers, his tears, the
pregnancy of his parts, the torrent of his affections,
all are yours; then by the law of equity there must
be some reflections of love from your hearts to-
wards Paul and Apoilos, such asare ¢ set over you
in the Lord.” And shew your love, :

1. By honouring them. Manoah would know
the angel’s name, that he might honour him.
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And the apostle calls for this, < We beseech you,
brethren, know them which labour among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and esteem them
very ‘highly.’ They are co-workers with God.
God and his ministers (to speak with reverence)
drive one and the same trade; and ¢ they labour
among you,’ therefore esteem them very highly.
Next to sending out Christ and the Spirit, God
never-honoured the world more than in sending
out his Pauls’ and Apollos’. Kings may be your
fathers to nurse you up in peace, but ministers are
your fathers to beget you to Christ: the earthly
father is an instrument of conveying naiure, the
_spiritual father of conveying grace. Therefore
Chrysostom wonders how it comes to pass that the
minstess are not only more reverenced than kings
and judges, but than. our natural parents. What
shall we say.then to those who.make no more rec-
koping of their ministers, than the Egyptians did
of theur shepherds? ¢ Every shépherd-was an abo-
mination to the Egyptians.’” ¢ Know them’ (saith
the apostle) ¢ that labour among you;’ many can
‘be.countent ¢ to know them’ in the meanness of their

rentage; ¢ :Is not this the carpenter’s son? to

know: them- in their infirmities, but not to know
them in the apostle’s sense, so.as to give them dou-
ble bonour. Surely, were it not for the ministry
-you would not be -a; vineyard, but a wilderness;
were it not for the ministry, you would be destitute
of the two seals. of . the - covenant, . baptism and the
Lord’s supper; .yon weuld be infidels, for ¢ faith
comes by hearing,’ and ¢ How shall they hear with-
out a preacher” O therefore honour Paul and
Apollos; though their. persons may be mean, yet
their office is honourable. o .

- 2. Shew your love to the ministers, by pleadin
their cause,  when: they. are unjustly traduced an

calumniated. Itiscounted by some a piece of their
) c 1
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religion (as Justin Martyr speaks) neatly and hands
somely to defame a minister. Others who would
be thought more modest, though they do not raise
a report, yet they can receive it as a welcome pre-
sent. This is contrary to that apostolical rule,
¢ against an elder’ (or minister) ¢ receive not an ac-
cusation, but before two or three witnesses.” Con-
stantine was a great honourer of the ministry; it is
Yeported of him, that he would not read the envis
‘ous accusations brought in against them, but did
burn them. O, if you love Paul and Apollos,
stand up in their defence, become their advocatess
it 'was a law the Egyptians made, that if a man
found another in the hands of thieves, and did not
‘deliver him when it was in his power, he was con-
demned to die; when your mmisters fall among
thieves who would rob them of their good name,
do you seek to deliver them. We have too many
who Tabour tb clip the ¢redit of God’s ministers, to
-make them weigh lighter: O, do. you put some
grains into the scales; do they .open their mouths
to God for you, and wil not you open your
mouths in their behalf? Certainly if they labour
‘to save your souls, you ought to save their credit.
2, Shew your love to your ministers, by encou-
-raging them, and by being a screen to keep off in-
juries from them. 1fthey seek your Establishment,
;you-must seek their. Encouragement ;. if they endea-
‘'vour-your Salvation, you must endeavour their
Safety; the vety.name of an-ambassador, hath been
-a protection from wrongs.. What an unnatural
-thing is it, that any should strive to bring them to
"death, whose very -calling 4is to bring men to life?
The minister i3 a spiritual father; it was a brand of
infamy on them, ¢ For.this people are as they that
‘strive with their priest.” Was thire none to fall
‘out with but the priest, even he that offered n

heir sacrifices for them? and what is it think ye,
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for men to quarrel with their spiritual fathers? even
those whom they once had a venerable opinion of,
and acknowledged to be the meaus of their conver-
sion? Either love your spiritual fathers, or there
i;_ grhound of suspicion that yours was but g false
irth.
) Use 3. If ¢ Paul and Apollos are yours,’ they are
for the building you up in your faith; then endea-
vour to get goad by the labours of Paul and Apol-
los, I mean such as labour ip the word and doctrine.
Let them not plough upon the rock: answer God’s
end in sending them among you. ¢ Labour to pro.
fit:’ you may get some knowledge by the word,
sucflix as is discursive and polemical, and yet npt,
rofit. o
P Quest. What is it to profit?

Ans. The apostle tells us, ¢ When we mingle the
word with faith,” that is, when we sp hear that we
believe, and so believe that we are transformed into.
the image of the word: ¢ Ye have obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine into which ye were de-
livered.” It is one thing for the truth to be deli-
vered to us, and another thing for us to be deli-
vered into the truth: the words are a metaphor
taken from lead or silver cast into a mould. 'Thig
is to profit when our hearts are cast into the mould
of the word preached: as the seed is spiritual, so
the heart is spiritual. We should do as the bee,
when she hath sucked sweetness from the flower,
she works it in her own hive, and so turns it to ho-
ney: thus when we haye sucked any precious truth,
we should by holy meditation work it in the hive of
our hearts, and they it would turn to honey:. we
should profit by it, O, let the labours ¢f Paul
and Apollos bave an influence upon_us. A good
hearer should labour to go out from the ministry of
the word, as Naaman out of Jprdan; his leprous
flesh was healed, and became as the other: sp
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though we came to the word proud, we should
home humble; though we came to the word eart%i,
l{,‘ we should go home heavenly: our leprosy
should be healed. Ambrose observes of the woman
of Samaria, that came to Jacob’s well, she came
a sinner, she went away a prophetess. Such a me-
tamorphosis should the word of God make. Let
not the ministers of Christ say upan their death.
beds, the bellows are burnt, and the lead consum.
ed; they have spent their lungs and exhausted their
strength; but know not whether they -have done
any thing, unless preached men to hell. It is Aus-
tin’s note upon those words of the apostle, ¢ That
they may give up their accounts with joy." When
(saith he) doth a minister give up his account with
joy, but when he hath been working in the vine-
yard and sees fruit appear? Brethren, this will
be his joy, ‘and your joy too in the day of the Lord.
O, labour to grow; some grow not at all, others
grow worse for hearing; ¢ Evil men shall wax
worse and worse,” as Pliny speaks of some fish that
swim backward: they grow dead-hearted in religi-
on, they grow tovetous, they grow apostates. - It
were far easier to write a book of apostates in thig
_age, than a book of martyrs; men grow riper for
hell every day. O, labour to thrive under the -
spiritual dew that falls upon you. Let not the mi-
nisters of Christ be as those ¢ which beat the air.?
Is it not sad when the spiritual clouds shall drop
their rain upon a barren heath? When the mini.
“gter’s tongue ¢ is as the pen of a ready writer, and
the peoples’ heart is like oiled paper that will take
no impression. O, improve in grace: if you have
a barren piece of ground, you do all you can té
improve 1t, and will you not improve a barren
heart? itis a great encomium and honour to the
ministry, when people thrive under it: ¢ Need we
as some others, episties of commendation? Paul
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esteemed the Corinthians his glory and his erown;
hence saith he, though other ministers have need
of Jetters of commendation, yet he needed none;
for when men should hear of the faith of these Co-
rinthians, which was wrought in them by Paul’s
preaching; this was sufficient certificate for him,
that God had blessed his labours, there should need
no other epistle; they themselves were walking
certificates, they were his letters testimonial. This
was an high commendation; what an honour is it
to a minister, when it shall be said of him as once
of Octavius when he came to Rome, he found the
walls of hrick, but he left them walls of marble?
So when the minister came among the people, he
found hearts of stone, but he left hearts of flesh.
On the other side, it is a dishonour to a minister
when his people are like Laban’s lambs, or Pha, .
rach’s kine. There are some diseases which they
call the reproach of physicians; and there are
some people who may be called the reproach of
ministers: what greater dishonour to a minister,
than when it shall be said of him, he hath lived se
many years.in a parish, he found them an ignorant
people, and they are so still; he found them a dull
slathful people, (as if they went to the temple as
some use to go to the apothecary’s shop, to take a
recipe to make them sleep) and they are sostill; he
found them a profane people, and so they are still.
Surely there 1s some fault, or God doth naot go
forth with his labours; such a people are not a mi-
nister’s crown, but. his heart-breaking. Beloved,
when God’s stars shine in the firmament of the
church, will you still walk in the dark? when for
the work of Christ they are ¢ nigh untq death,’ will
you be as nigh unto hell as ever? when these gold-
en bells of Aaron sound, shall they not chime in
with Christ? I beseech you, ¢let your profiting
appeartoall’ God sends Paul and Apollos as blesse
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ings among a people, they are to be helpers of
your faith; if they toil all night and take nothing,’
*tis to be feared that Satan caught the fish ere they
eame at their net.

Bect. 2. Shewing, That the World is a DBeliever’s.

2. The next thing is, the world is yours.
1. The lawful use of the world
2, The special use of the world
1. The ¢ lawful use of the world’ is yours.” The
gospel doth somewhat enlarge our charter. We are
not in all things so tied up as the Jews were; there
-were several sorts of meat that were prohibited
them; they might eat of those beasts only that did
chew the cud, and part the hoof; they might not
eat of the swine, because though it did divide the
hoof, yet it did not chew the cud; nor of the hare,
-because though it did chew the cud, yet it did not
divide the hoof, it was unclean; but to. Christians
that live under the gospel, there is-not this prohi-
bition. ¢ The warld is yours,” the lawful use of it
is yours; every creature *heing sanctified by the
'word and prayer,” is good, and we may eat, ask-
ing no question for eonscience sake. The world is
a garden; God hath given us leave to pick off any
flower. It isaparadise; we may eat of any tree that
grows in it, but the forbidden, that is sin; yet
even in things lawful, beware of excess. We are
apt to offend most in lawful things. The world is
yours to traffic in; only let them that buy, ¢ be as
if they bought not.” Take heed that you  do not
drive such a trade in the world, that you are like
ito break in your trading for heaven.
2. The special use of the world is yours.
1. The world was made for your sake.
2. All things that fall out in the world are for
your good. ‘ S

}is a believer’s.
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. The world ¢ was made for your sake.’ God
hath raised this great fabric chiefly for a believer.
The saints are ¢ God’s jewels.” The world is the
shrine or cabinet where God locks up these jewels
for a time. The world is yours, it was made for
you. The creation is but a theatre to act the great
work of redemption upon. The world is the Field,
the saints are the Corn, the ordinances are the
Showers, the mercies of God are the Sunshine
that ripens this corn, death is the Sickle that
cuts it down, the angels are the Harvesters that car-
ry it into the barn. The world is yours; God.
would never have made this field, were it not for
the corn growing in it. What use then is there of
the wicked? They are as an hedge to keep the
corn from foreign invasions, though oftimes they
are a thorn hedge.

Quest. But alas, a child of God hath oft the least
share in the world; how then is the world his?

Ans. If thou art a believer, that little thou hast,
though it be but an handful of the world, it is blest
to thee. If there be any consecrated ground in the
world, that is a believer’s. The world is yours; Esau
had the venison, but Jacob got the blessing: a little
blestissweet. A little of the world with a great deal
of peace, is better than the ¢ revenues of unrighteous-
ness.” Every mercy a child of God hath, swims to
him in Christ’s blood, and this sauce makes it re-
lish the sweeter. Whatever he tastes is seasoned
with God’s love; he hath not only Corn but Mo-
ney in the mouth of the sack; not only the Mercy
but the blessing: so that the world is a believer’s.
An unbeliever that © hath the world at will,’ yet the
world is not his, he doth not taste the quintessence
ofit. ¢ Thorns and thistles doth the ground bring
forth to him.” He feeds upon the fruit of the curse,
< I will curse your blessings;” he eats ¢ with bitter
herbs:® so that properly the world is a believer’s.
He only hath a scripture-tenure, and that little he
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hath turns to cream: every mercy. is a present sent
him from heaven. '

2. All things that fall out in the world, are for
your ol?d. ] . '
" 1. The want of the worl . :

2. The hatred of the world § 1 for your good.

1. The Want of the world is for your good. ‘B
wanting the honours and revenues of the world,
you want the temptations that others have. Physi.
cians observe that men die sooner by the abundance
of blood, than the scarcity; it is hard to say which
kills most, the sword or surfeit; a glutton with his
teeth digs his own grave. The world’s beauty
tempts, but it is like the Rododaphne, a fair plant
to the eye, but pioson to the taste. The want of
the world is a mercy.

2. The Hatred of the world -is for your good.
Wicked men are instruments in God’s hand for
good, (albeit they mean not so;) they are flails to
thresh off our husks, files to brighten our graces,
leeches to-suck out the noxious blood. Qut of the
most poisotious drug, Ged distils his glory and our
salvation. A child of God is beholden even to his
enemies; ¢ The ploughers ploughed upon my
back;’ if they did not plough and harrow us, we
should bear but a very thin crop: after a man hath
planted a tree, he prunes and dresseth it. Persecu-
tors are God’s pruning-hooks, to cut off the excres-
cences of sin, and evermore the bleeding vine is
most fruitful; the envy and malice of the wicked
shall do us good: Go({ stirred up the people of
Egypt to hate the Israelites, and that was a’ means
to usher in their deliverance. The frowns of the
wicked make us the more ambitious of God’s smile;
their incensed rage, at it shall carry on God’s de-
cree (for while they sit backward to his command,
they- shall row forward to his decree) o it shall
have a subserviency to our good, Every ¢ross wind
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of Providence shall blow a believer nearer to the port
of glory. What a blessed condition is a child of God
in! kill him, or save hin alive, it is all one. The ops
position of the world is for his good. The world is
yours,

Sect. 8. Shewing, That Lif¢ is a Believers, -

-

8. The next thing is, ¢ Life is yours.” Hierom un.
derstands it of the life of Christ. It is true, Christ's
life is ours; the life which he lived on earth, and the
life which he now lives in heaven; his satisfaction
and his intereession both are ours, and they are of un.
speakable comfort to us. But I conceive by Life in
the text, is meant natural life, that which is contra.
distinguished to death: so Ambrose,. But how is life
a believer’s? Two ways. :

1. The Privilege of life is his, 2. The comfort of
Iife is his. , ,

1. The privilege of life is a believer’s: that is, life
to a child of God 1z an advantage for heaven: this life
is given him to make provision for a better life. Life
is the porch of eternity; here the believer dresseth
himself, that he may be fit to enter in with the Bride-
groom. We cannot say of a wicked man (unless ca-
tachrestically)that life is bis. Though he lives, yet life
is not his, he 1s ¢ dead while he lives.” He doth not
improve the life of nature to get the life of grace;
he is like a man who takes the lease of a farm, -and
makes no benefit of it; he hath been so long in the
world, but he hath not lived. .He was born in-the -
reign of such a king, his father left him such an e-
state, he was of such am age, and then he died; there
is an end of him, his life was not worth a prayer, nor
his deatly worth a tear. But life is yours; it is a pri-
vilege to a believer; while he hath natural life, he

lays hold upon eternal life:” how doth he work ont
his salyation? what ado.to is there.get his evidencgs
D
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sealed? what weeping? what wrestling? how doth he
even take heaven by storm? so that life is yours: it is
to a child of God a season of grace, the seed-time of
eternity; the longer he lives, the riper he grows for
heaven. The life of a believer spends as a lamp, he -
doth little good. The life of the one is as a figure en-
graven in marble; the life of the other, as letters writ-
ten in dust. _ .

2, The comfort of life is a believer’s. ¢ Assorrow-
ful, yet always rejoicing:’ take a child of God at the
greatest disadvantage, let his life be over-cast with
clouds, yet if there be any comfort in life, the believer
bath it. OQur life is oft imbecile and weak, but the
spiritual life doth administer comfort to the natural.
Man (saith Augustine) is compounded of the mortal
part, and the rational part; the rational serves to
comfort the mortal. So, I may say, a christian con-
sists of a natural life, and a spiritual; the spiritual re-
vives the natural. Observe how the spiritual life de-
stils sweetness into the natural, in three cases..

1. In case of Poverty. This oft eclipses the comfort
of life. But what though poverty hath clipped thy
wings? ¢ poor in the world, yet rich in faith,’ James
ii. 5. The one humbles, the other revives.

2. In case of Reproach. This is an heart-breaking,
Ps. Ixix. 20. ¢ Reproach hath broken my heart.’ Yeta
christian hath his cordial by him, 2 Cor. i. 12. ¢ For
this is our rejoicing, the testimony of our conscience.”
‘Who would desire a better jury to acquit him than

.God and his own conscience? o

3. In case of Losses. It isinitself sad, to have an
interpasition between. us and our dear relations. A
limb as it were pulled from our body, and sometimes
our estates strangely melted away; yet a believer hath
some gleanings of comfort left, and such gleanings as

-are hetter than the world’s vintage. ¢ Ye took joyfully
the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves
that you have in heaven a better and an enduring
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substance,’” Heb. x. 34. They had lost their estate,but
not their God. Here is you see, the dry rod blossom-
ing. The spiritual life distils comfort into the natural.
Take the sourest part of a christian’s life, and there is
comfort in it. When you hear him sighing bitterly, it
is for sin; and such a sigh, though it may break the
heart, yet it revives it. The tears of the godly are
gweeter than the triumph of the wicked. The comfort
that a wicked man hath is only imaginary, it is but a
pleasant fancy; asrejoicing, yet always sorrowing: he
hath that within spoils his music. But life is yours.
‘When a believer’s life is at the lowest ebb, yet he hath
a spring-tide of comfort. S

CHAP. 1V.
The Augmentation of the Charter.

' A MONG these © things present,” there are yet fwo
other eminent privileges which are in the believ-
er’s charter. ‘ :
1. Remission. 2. Regeneration.

Sect. 1. SheWing, That Remission of Sin is a Jewel
of the Believer’s Crown. .,

1. TFhe remission of hissin. To pardon sin is one
of the Royalties belonging only to God. Pope’s par-
dons are like blanks in a lottery, good for nothing
but to be torn. Who can forgive sins but God only?
Mark ii. 7. Now this remission or pardon is,

1. A costly mercy. 2. A choice mercy. ;

1, It is a costly mercy. That which enhanceth the
price of it is, it is the great fruit of Christ’s blood?
¢« Without shedding of blood is no remission.” Christ
did bleed out our pardon: he was not only ¢ a lamb
without spot,” but a lamb slain. Every pardon a sin-
ner hath, is written in Christ’s blood.
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2. It is a choice mercy. This jewel God h :
on none but his elect. yIt is pu't] into the c}:;.g:“’i '
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their
sinv no more.’” This is an enriching mercy, it entitles
us to blesseduess; ¢ Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord imputeth not hissin.”  Of all the debts we owe,
our sins are the worst; now to bave the book cancel-
led and God appeased; to hear God whisperby his
Spirit, ¢ Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven;’
I will not blot thy Name out of my book, but I will
blot thy Sins out of my book: this is a mercy of the
first magnitude. ¢ Blessed is that man;’ in the origi-
nal it is in the plural, ¢ blessednesses.” Hast theu but
one blessing, my father, saith Esau; Lo, here is a plu-
rality, a whole chain of blessings. Pardon of sin draws
the silver link of grace, and the golden link of glory
after it. It is a voluminous mercy, there are many
mercies bound up with it. You may name it Gad, for
behold ¢ atroop cometh.” When God pardons a sin-
ner, now he puts on (if I may se speak) his brightest
robe: therefore when he would proclaim himself in
his glory to Moses, it was after this manner, ¢ The
Lord, the Lord merciful.” Exod. xxxiv. 6. His mer-
cy is his glory: and if you read a little further, you
shall see it was no other than pardoning mercy: ¢ For-

iving iniquity, and transgression and sin,” &c. This
?s an high act of indulgence. God seals the sinner’s
pardon with a kiss. "This-made David put on his best
clothes and anoint himself. It was strange his cbild
newly dead, and God had told him, that the sword
should not depart from his house, yet now he falls
anointing himself: the reason was, David had heard
good news, God sent him his pardon by Nathan the _
prophet; ¢ The Lord hath put away thy sin.’ This
oil of gladness which God had poured into his heart,
made way for the anointing oil.

Quest. How shall I know that this privilege is mine?

Ans. He whose sins are pardoned, hath something
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toshew forit. There are three scripture-evidénces;
1. The pardoned sinner is a weeping sinner. Never
did any man read his pardon with dry eyes: look up-
on that weeping penitent, ¢ She stood behind Christ
weeping.” Her heart was a sacred limbeck, ont of
which those tears were distilled. O, how precious
were Mary’s tears! surely more costly in Christ’s
esteem than her ointment: they dropped from her as
so many pearls. Her amorous eyes, whose sparkles
had so oft set on fire all her lovers, she new seeks to
be revenged on them, and washeth Christ’s feet with
her tears. Her embroidered hair, which with its curl-
ing and crisping had so oft as a net ensnared others,
she now takes penance of it, and makes it a towel to
wipe Christ’s feet; here was a pardoned penitent. A
pardon will make the hardest heart relent, and is able
to turn the stone into a spring. O sinner, ask thyself
the question, Is thy heart dissolved into tears? doth it
melt for sin? God seals his pardons only upen melt.
ing hearts, .

Quest. But to what purpose is all this cost? what
needs weeping after pardon? '

' Ans. Because now sin and merey are drawn forth
in more lively colours than ever. The Spirit comes
thus to a sinner; Thou hast sinned against God, who
never intended thee evil, thouhast abused that mercy
that saves thee; all this thou hast done, yet behold,

“here is thy pardon; I will set up my mercy above thy
sin, nay, in spite ofit. The sinner being sensible of
this, falls aweeping, and wisheth himself even dissol-

vedinto tears. Helooksupona bleeding Christ with a

*bleeding heart. Nothing can so melt the heart of a
sinner as the love of God, and the blood of Christ.

2. He whose sins are pardoned, his heart burnsina
flame of love. 'Thus we read of Mary Magdalene, as
her eyes were broached with tears, so her heart was
red with love to Christ; ¢ for she loved much.” God's
love in pardoning a sinner is attractive: the law hath
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& driving power, but love hath a drawing power. 3.
He whose sins are pardoned, is willing to pardon
others; he doth forbear and forgive those that have
offended him, Eph. iv. 32. Some will pray, go to
church,. give alms, &c. any thing but Forgive; it is.
the brand set upon the heathens, ¢ implacable,” Rom.
3.'81. Those who live out of charity, canrot pray the
Lord’s prayer, orif they do, they must pray against
themselves; they pray that God will forgive them ¢ as
they forgive others,” which is in effect to pray that
God will not forgive them. Surely he that Eat tast-
ed of pardon will think it but rational and christian,
that he should forgive his offending brother.

Sect. 2. Shewing, That Regeneration goes along
with Remission, and is a Branch of the Charler.

Privilege 2. Regeneration; which is nothing else
but the transforming the heart, and casting it into a
new mould: you have a pregnant place for this, Rom.
xii. 2. ¢ Be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind.” Inthe Incarnation, Christ did assume our hu-
man nature; and in Regeneration, we partake of his
divine nature. : ‘ '
. “This blessed work of regeneration, is in scripture
called sometimes the ¢ new birth,’ because it is begot-
ten of a new seed, the Word, Jam.i. 18. and some-
times the ¢ new creature;’ new, not in substance but
in quality. This is the great promise, Ezek. xxxvi.
26. ¢ A new heart also will I give you.” Observe, re-
mission and regeneration are two twins: when God
~ pardons he takes away the rebel’s heart. Where this .
work of regeneration is wrought, the heart has a new
bias, and the life a new edition. How great a privi-
lege this is, will appear two ways. Till this blessed
work of regeneration, we are in a spiritual sense,

1. Still-born. 2. Illegitimate.

" 1. Still-born; ¢dead in trespasses and sins,” Eph.
ii. 1. - A man in his pure naturals is dead;
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'1. In respect of working. 2. In respect of honour;
1. In respect of Working. A’ dead man cannog
work. The works of a sinner in scripture are called
¢ dead works;’ bid a natural man do any thing, you
had as good set a dead man about your work; bring
him to a sermon, you do but bring a dead corpse to
church; bring him to the sacrament, he poisons the
sacramental cup; he may receive the elements, but
pothing concocts: it is as if you should put bread and
- wine into a dead man’smcuth. ¢ Reprove him sharply
for sin;’ to what purpose do you strike a dead man?
2. He is dead in respect of Honour. He is dead to
all privileges; he is not fit to inherit mercy. Who
sets the crown upon a dead man? The apostle calls
it the crown of life, Rev. ii. 10. It is only the liv-
ing christian shall wear the crown of life.
2. A man unregenerate is spiritually Illegitimate;
the Devil is his father: < Ye are of your father the
Devil? Thus it is till Christ be formed- in the heart
of a sinner; then his reproach is rolled away from
‘him. Regeneration dotli ennoblea person; therefore
such an one is said to be ¢ born of God,’ 1 John iii.
9. O how beantiful is that soul! I may say with
Bernard, O divine soul, invested with the image of
God, espoused to him by faith, dignified with the
Spirit! A person regenerate is embroidered with all
the graces; he hath the silver spangles of holiness,
the angels’ ‘glory shining in him: he hath upon him
the reflex of Christ’s beauty. The new creatureisa
new paradise set full of the heavenly plants. An
heart ennobled with grace (to speak with reverence) -
is God’s lesser heaven. :

' CHAP. V.- K
Shewing that Things to come are a Believer’s. -

AND so I slide into the second part of the text,
‘ ¢ Things to come,” are yours: here is portion
euough! It is a great comfort that when things pre.
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sent are taken away, yet things to come are ours, Me-.
thinks the very naming this word, ¢ things to come,’
should make the spirits of a christian revive. Itis a
sweet word; our happiness is in reversion, the best is
behind, all is not yet come that is promised. Truly if
we had nothing but what we have here, we were mi-
serable; here are disgraces, martyrdoms; we must
taste some of that gall and vinegar which Jesus Christ
drank upon the cross; but, O christian, be of good
cheer, there is something to come: the best part of
our portion is yet unpaid: ¢ all things to come are
yours.” God deals with us as a merchant that shews
the worst piece of cloth first. We meet sometimes
with coarse usage in the world; that piece which is of
the finest spinning, is kept till we come at heaven, It
is true, God doth chequer his work in this life, white
and black; he gives us something to sweeten our pil-
grimage here, the prelibations and tastes of his love:
these are the earnest and first-fruits; but what is this
to that which is to come? ¢ Now we are the sons of
God, 1 John iii. 2. But it doth not yet appear what

. we shall be:* expect that God should keep his best
wine till last; ¢ things to come are yours,’

CHAP. VI
The First Prerogative; to come.

BUT what are those things that are to come?
Ans. There are twelve things yet to come, the
which I call twelve prerogativesroyal, wherewith the
believer shall beinvested. The first is set down in the
text, which I will begin with. 1. ¢ Death isyours.’ 1.
Death in scripture is called an enemy, 1 Cor. xv. 26,
Yet here it is put in aChristian’s inventory, ¢ death is
yours.’” Itisan enemy to the mortal part, but a .
. friend to the spiritual: it is one of our best triends
next to Christ; death is a part of the jointure, When
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Moses saw his rod turned into a serpent, it did at the
first affright him, and he fled from it; but when God
bade him take hold of it, he found by the miraculous
effects which it wrought, it did him and the people of
Israel much good; so death at the first sight is like
the rod turned into a serpent; it affrights, but when
by faith we take hold of it, then we find much benefit
and comfort in it. As Moses’ rod divided the wa-
ters, and made a passage for Israel into Canaan; so
death divides the waters of tribulation, and makes a
passage for us into the ¢ land of promise.” Death is
called the king of terrors, but it can do a child of God
no hurt; this snake may biss and wind about the
body, but the sting is pulled out: the bee by stinging
loseth its stiig. While death did sting Christ upon °
the cross, it hath quite lost its sting to a believer; it
can hurt the soul no more than David did king Saul,
when he cut off the lap of his garment. Deathtoa
believer is but like the arresting of a man for debt,
after the debt is paid ;death,asGod’s serjeants atarms,
tnay arrest us, and carry us before God’s justice; but
Christ will shew our discharge: the debt-bookiscross-
ed in his blood. :

Quest. How.is death ours?

Ans. Two ways,

1. It is the out-let to sin. 2. It is the in.let to
happiness. ' :

1. Death to a believer, 1s an out-let to sin, Weare
in this life under a sinful necessity; even the best
saint: ¢ There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth
good and sinneth not.” Evil thoughts are continually
arising out of our hearts, as sgarks out of a furnace.
Sin keeps house with us whether we will or not; the
best saint alive is troubled with inmates; though he
forsakes his sins, yet his sins will not forsake him. 1.
Sin doth indispose to good: ¢ How to perform that
which is good 1 find not,” Rem..vii. 18. When we
‘would pray, the heart is a viol out of tune: when we

o . E RS |
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would weep, we are as clouds without rain. 2. Sin
doth irritate to evil; * The fleshlustsagainst thespirit.”
There needs no wind of temptation, we have tide
strong enough in our hearts to carry us to hell.
Constder sin under this three-fold notion.

1. Sin is a ¢ body of death,” and that not imperti-
nently. Iirst, itisa body for its weight. The body is
an heavy and weighty substance: so is sin a body, it
weighs us down. When we would pray, the weights
of sin are tied to our feet that we cannot ascend. An-
selm, seeing a little boy playing with a bird, he let her
fly up, and presently pulls the bird down again by a
string: so, saith he, it is with me as with this bird;
when [ would fly up to heaven upon the wings of me-
ditation, I find a string tied to my leg; 1 am overpow-
-ered with corruption; but death pullsoffthese weights
of sin, and lets the soul free. Secondly, sin is a body
-of death, for its annoyance. It wasa cruel torment
‘that one used, he tied a dead man to a living, that
‘the dead man might annoy and infest the living.
Thus it is with a child of God, he hath two men
within him, flesh and spirit, grace and corruption;
there is the dead man tied to the living; a proud
sinful heart is worse to a child of God than the smell
of a dead corpse. Indeed to a natural man sin is
not offensive; for, being ¢dead in sin,” be is not
sensible: but where there is a vital principle, there
_ 13 no greater annoyance than the body of death: in-
somuch that the pious soul oft cries out, as David,
“Wo is me, that I dwell in Mesech, and sojourn in the
tents of Kedar.” So saith he, Wo is me, that 1 am
-constrained to abide with sin! How long shall I be
troubled with inmates? How long shall I offend that
God whom [ love? When shall I leave these tents of
Kedar? ,

2. 8in is a tyrant, it carries in it the nature of a law;
“the apostle calls it the ¢law in his members.” Rom. vii.
14. Thereis the law of pride, the law of unbelief;
it hathakind of jurisdiction,as Caesaroverthe senate.

¢
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¢ What I hate, that do I;’ ver. 15. The apostle was
for the present like a man carried down the stream,
and wasnotabletobear up against it. Whence areour
carnal fears? whence our passions? whence is it that a
child of God doth that which he -allows not? yea,
sometimes against knowledge? The reason is, he is
captivated under sin; but be of good cheer, where
grace makes a combat, death shall make a conquest.
8. Sinis a leprous spot. It makes every thing we
‘touch unclean: weread that, when the leprosy did
spread in the walls of a house, the priests commanded
totakeaway thestones in the wall in which the plague
was, and take other stones, and put in the place of
those stones, and take other mortar, Levit. xiv. 42.
But when the plague spread again in the wall, then he
must break down the house with the stones and tim-
ber thereof,. ver. 45. Thus in every man naturally,
there is a fretting leprosy of sin, pride, unbelief,
impenitency, &c. These are leprous spots; now in
conversion, here God doth, as it were, take away the
old stones and timber, and.put new in the room; he
makes a change in the heart of a sinner, but still the
leprosy of sin spreads; then at last death comes.and
pulls down the stones and timber of the house, and
the soul is quite freed from the leprosy. Sinis a de-
filing thing, it makes us red with guilt, and black
with filth; it is compared to a * menstruous cloth;’
we need carry it po higher. Pliny tells us that the
trees with touching of it would become barren; and
Hierom saith, there was nothing in the law motre
unclean than the menstruous cloth: this is sin. Sin
draws the Devil’s picture in a man; malice is the
Devil’s eye; oppression is his hand; hypocrisy is his
cloven foot; but behold death will give us our dis-
charge; death is the last and best physician, which
cures all diseases; the aching head and the unbeliev..
ing heart. Sin was the midwife that brought deati,
into the world, and death shall be the grave to bury
-sin; O the privilege of a believer! he is not taken

L
'
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away in his sins,; but he is taken away from his sins.
The Persians had a certain day in the year, wherein
they used to kill allserpents and venomous creatures:
such a day as that will the day of death be to a man
in Christ. This day the old serpent dies- in a be-
liever, that hath so often stung him with his tempta-
tions: this day the sins of the godly, these venom-
ous creatures, shall all be destroyed; they shall
never be proud more; they shall never grieve the
- Spirit of God more; the death of the body shall .
quite destroy the body of death,

_ 2. Death to a believer is an inlet to happiness:

Samson found an honey-comb in the lion’s carcase;

so may a child of God suck much sweetness from

death. Death is the gate of life; death pulls off our
~ rags, and gives us change of raiment: all the hurt it

doth us, is to put us into a better condition. Death is

calledinscripturea sleep, 1 Thess.iv. 14. - Those that

sleep in Jesus;’ as after sleep the spirits are exhilarat-

edandrefreshed, soafter death, ‘the times of refresh-

ing come from the presence of the Lord.” Death'is

yours. Death is a believer’s ferryman, to ferry him

over to the land of rest; it opens the portal into hea-
ven, (as Tertullian speaks.) The day of a christian’s
death is the birth-day of his heavenly life; it is his
ascension-day to glory; it is his marriage-day with
Jesus Christ. After his funeral begins his marriage:

well then might Solomon say, ¢ Better is the day of a

man’s death, than the day of his'birth.” Death 1s the
spiritual man’s preferment, why thenshould he fear it?

Death, 1 confess, hath a grim visage to an impenitent

sinner; so it is ghastly to look upon; it is a pursui-
vant to carry him to hell: but to such as are in Christ,
¢ death is yours:’ it is a part of the jointure. Death
is like the ¢ pillar of cloud,’ it hath a dark side to a.
sinner: but it hath a light side to a believer. Death’s
pale face looks ruddy, when the ¢ blood of sprinkling”
1supon it; inshort, faith gives us a propriety in hea.

*
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ven, death gives us a possession: fear not your privi-
lege, the thoughts of death should be delightful. Ja-
cob, when he saw the waggons, his spirits revived:
death is a waggon or chariot to carry us to our Fa.
ther’s house. What were the martyrs’ flames but a
fiery chariot to carry them up to heaven? How should
we long for death? this world is but a desart we live
tn; shall we not be willing to leave it for paradise?
We say, ¢itisgood to be here; we affect an earthly
eternity: but grace must curb nature. Think of the
privileges of death. The planets have a proper mo-
tion and a violent; by their proper motion they are
carried from the west to the east; but by a violent
motion they are over-ruled by the préimum mobile, and
are carried from the east to the west. So, though na-
turally we desire to live here, as we are made up of .
flesh? yet grace should be as the primum mobile, or
master wheel, that sways our will, and carriesusin a
violent motion, making us long for death, Saint Paul
desired to be dissolved; 2 Cor.v. 2. ¢ In this we groan
earnestly, desiring to be clothed upon with our
house which is from heaven: we would put off the
earthly clothes of our body, and put on the bright
robe of immortality. ¢ We groan,’ itis a metaphor
taken from a mother, who being pregnant, groans
and cries out for delivery. Austin longed to die,
that he might see that head which was once crowned
with thorns. We pray, ¢ Thy kingdom come;’ and
when God is leading us into his kingdom, shall.we be
afraid to go? The times we live in should, methinks,
make us %ong for death; we live in dying times, we
may hear, as it were, God’s passing bell ringing over
these nations. As Hierom said in his time, Nepotian
is an happy man that doth not see the evils which be-
fal us: they are well that are out of the storm and
are gotten already to the haven.

Quest. But who shall have this privilege?

Ans. Death is certain; but there are only two sorts
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of persons to whom we may say ¢ Death is yours.’
It is your preferment. '

I. Such as die daily: we are not born angels; die
we must, therefore wehadneed carry always a death’s
head about us. The basilisk if it see a man first, it
kills him; but if he seeitfirst,itdothhim no hurt. The
basilisk death, if it sees us first, before we see it, it
is dangerous; but if we see it first by meditating up-
on it, it doth us no hurt; study death, often walk
among the tombs. It is the thoughts of death be-
fore-hand, that must do us good. In a dark night,
one torch carried before aman is worth many torches -
carried after him: one serious thought of death be-
fore-hand, one tear shed for sin before death is worth
a thousand shed after, when it is too late. Itis good
to make death our familiar, and in this sense to be
in deaths oft: that if God should presently seal a lease
of ejectment, if he should sendus a letter of summons
this night to surrender, we might have nothing to
do but to die. ‘

Alas, how do>we adjourn the thoughts of death!
It is almost death to think of it. There are some that
are in the very threshold of the grave, who have one
Ieg in the earth, and another leg in hell; yet ¢ put far
from them the evilday.” Ihavereadof one Lysicrates,
who in his old age died his gray hairs black, that he
might seem young again. 'When we should be build-
ing our tombs, weare building our tabernacles: die

"dailyy lest you die eternally. "The holy patriarchs in

purchasing for themselvesaburying place, shewed us
what thoughts they still had of death. Joseph of Ari-
mathea erected his sepulchre in his garden: we have
many that set upthetrophiesof their victories; others
that set uptheirscutchicns, thatthey may blaze their
honour: but how few that set up their sepulchres; -
who erect intheirheartstheseriousthoughts of death:
O remember when youare in your gardens, in places
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most delicious and fragrant, to keep a place for your
tomb-stone; die daily. There is no better way to
bring sin into a-consumption, than by oft looking on
the pale horse, and him that sits thereon. By think-
ing on death, we begin to repent of an evil life; and
so we disarm death before it comes, and . cut the
lock where its strength lies. : :
2. Such as are in heaven before they die; death is
yours. If we will needs be high-minded, let it be in
setting our mind uponheavenly things. Heaven must .
come down into us before we go up thither. A child
of God breathes his faith in heaven; his thoughts are
there: ¢ when I awake I am still with thee,” Psal.
cxxxix. 17. David awaked in heaven; his conversa.
tion is there; Philip. iii. 20. ¢ For our conversation is
in heaven.” The believeroften ascends mount Tabor,
and takes a prospect of glory. O that we had this ce-
lestial frame of heart! When Zaccheus was in the -
croud, he was too low to see Christ; therefore he
climbed up into the Sycamore tree: When we are in
a croud of worldly business, we cannot see Christ:
Climb up into the tree by divine contemplation: If
thou wouldest get Christ intothy heart, let heaven be
in thy eye: ¢ Set your affections upon things above,’
Col. iii. 2. There needs no exhortation to set our
hearts on things below. How is the curse of the ser-
pent upon most men? ¢ Upon thy belly shalt thou go,
and dust shalt thoueatall the days of thy life.” Those
that feed only upon dust, golden dust, will be un-
willing to return to dust: Death will be terrible.
The tribes of Reubenand Gad desired Moses, that
they might stay on this side Jordan, and have their
portion there; it being a place convenient for their
cattle: It seems they minded their cattle more than
their passage into the holy land: So many Christians,
iftheymayhavebut a little grazing here in the world,
in their shops, and in their farms, they are content
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to live on this side the river, and mind not their
» passage into the land of promise: you that are in
heaven before you die, death is yours. '

An earthly saint is a contradiction. The Greek
word for saint signifies a man refined and separated
from the earth: if an astronomer, instead of observing
the planets, and the motions of the heavens, should
take a reed in his hand, and fall a measuring of the
earth, would not this be counted a solecism? and is
pot it as great a solecism in religion, when men that
pretend to have Christ and heaven in their eye, yet
mind earthly things? Phil iii. 19. Our souls, me-
thinks should be like to a ship, which is made little
and narrow downwards, but more wide and broad
upwards: So our affections should be very narrow
downwards to the earth, but wide and large upwards
towards heavenly things. Thus we see death is a pri-
vilege to believers; deathis yours. The heir while
he is under age, is capable of the land he is born to:
but he hath not the use or the benefit of it, till he
comes of age; be as old as you will, you are never
of age till youdie: Death brings us of age, and then

* the possession comes into our hands.

" CHAP. VIL
The Second Prerogative Royal of a Believer.

NOW I proceed to the second prerogative, which

is yet to come: what holy David saith of Sion,
¢ Glorious things are spoken of thee, O thou city of
God,” Psal. Ixxxvii. 8. I may apply to these bles-
sed things in reversion. :

2. The second prerogative royal of a Christian, is,
he shall be carried up by the angels. In this life, a
believer is carried by the saints; they lift him upon
the wings of their prayers; and when they can carry
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him no longer, after death the angels take him,

and carry him up: wicked men, who are: of tHe
devil’s life-guard, when they die, they shall have

a black guard of angels to carry them: thou who
art an old sinner (that hast an hoary head, but.
thy heart is as young in sin as ever) I may sayto
thee as Christ said in another sense to Peter: ¢« When'
thou art old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands,

and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whi-

ther thou wouldest not.” So Isay, Thou old sinner,

the time is shortly coming, when thou shalt stretch

forth thy hands on thy death-bed, and another shall -
bind thee, and carry thee whither thou wauldest not;
thou shalt be earried by a black guard: but a be}
liever shall be carried by the angels into- heaven :
¢ The beggar died, and was carried by the:'angels
into Abraham’s bosom.” ' Abraha’s boesom is a fi-
gurative speech, representing thie seat of the blessed
thither was he carried .by the angels: poor Laza-
rus, when he was upon earth, le- Had-nd friends
but dogs to come at him ; but when he was déad; he
had a convoy of angels.. After our fill, the angels
(as well as God) fell ozt with us, and became dur ene-
mies; hence we read that the angels (set out by the
cherubims) stood with a flaming sword, to keep our
first parents out of Paradise,’ Gen. iii. 24. but be-
ing at peace with God, we are at peace with the
angels: _therefore the angel comes. with an olive-
branch of peace in his mouth, and proclaims with
triumph the news of Christ’s incarnation, Luke ij.
11. ¢ For .unto you is born, in the ¢ity.of David,
a Saviour ‘which is Christ the Ldrd: the angels bless
God for man’s redemption, ver. 13.- -*.And sud-
denly there was with the angé¢l a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, 4nd saying, glory be
to God #n the highest. The -angels love mankind
(especially where there is the new -man) and are
ready to do all friendly offiges for us. Asin our

F 2
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life-time, they are our supporters, Psal. xci. 11.
¢ He shall give his angels charge to keep thee:” so
after death they are our porters: Lazarus was car-
ried by the angels. The angels are called ministering
spirits; they are willing to minister for the good of
the saints. Hence some observe, it is said, Lazarus
was carried by the angels, in the plural, not by one
angel: as if tge angels had been ambitious to carry
‘Lazarus, and every one strived which should have
a part: wicked men do not strive more, who shall
- have a part in the death of the godly, than the an-
~ gels do who shall bear a part in their aseension. O
in what pomp and triumph did Lazarus’s soul new
ride! never was Dives so honoured in his life, as
Lazarus was at his death. For a king te help to
carry the hearse of ane of his subjects, were an high™ -
honour; but a believer shall have a guard of angels
to- conduct him. Amasis king of Egypt, that he
might set forth his magnificence, would have his
chariot drawn by four princes, which he had con-
~ quered in the war: but what wasall this to the cha-
riot in which Lazarus, and the soul of every believ-
er, shall be drawn at their death ? they shall be ear-
ried by the angels of God. -

CHAP.. VIIL
The;l‘hz’}d Prerogative’ Royal of a Believer.

"HE next great prerogative is, the believer shall

™ be with €hrist in glory,’ Phil. i. 23. I desire
_to be dissolved, or loosen anchor; and to be with
. Christ. This.is a privilege of the' first magnitude :
surely we can be no losers by being with Christ. A
graft or scion, though it be taken out of the tree, it
doth not perish, but is set inte a better stock: thus
it:is with a- Christian, while he is here, (even after
conversion) shere is'mach of the wild olive still ir

»
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him; now when this scion, by death is cut off, he
doth not perish, but is set into a more noble and
generous stock, he is with Christ, which is far bet-
ter: and well might the apostle say, ¢ it is far better.’
ks not a state of perfection better than a state of inme
perfection, eur graces areour best jewels, but theyare
imperfect, and 5: not give out their full lustre; grace
- 1s but in its infancy and minority here, it will notbe

of full growth til{ we are with Christ: the best
christian is like a child put out to nurse. Here we
have but some imperfect buddin%s of grace; when
we are with Christ our graces shall. be fully ripe and
blown; in this life we are said to receive but ¢ the
first fruits of the Spirit.” We must not expect a full
crop till we are with Christ: grace while we are
here is mingled - with corruption. H is like gold in
the ore, or as the pillar of cloud, it hath its .dark
side as well as its light; our faith is mingled with
unbelief; our humility is stained with pride: the
flame of grace is not se pure but it hath some
smoky vapours. - Our life of grace is said to be hid;
it is hid indeed under much corruption, as the sun
is hid under a cloud, as the corn is hid under chaff, -
or as a pearl may be hid in the mire. Though -
grace cannot be Jost, yet it may be hid. David so
-clouded his graces by sin, that others could hardl
see the cloth- of gold under the filthy garments. 1Is
it not far better to be with Christ? our graces thea
shall shine forth in their perfection. This is a glo-
rious privilege, we shall be with Christ. o

1t is a blessed thing to be with Christ while we

are here. ¢ I am ever with thee.” What is it the
pious soul desires in this life? is it not te have the
sweet presence of Christ? be cares for nothing but
what hath something of ‘Christ in it; be loves du-
ties only as they are manuductions to Christ: why
is prayer so sweet, but because the soul hath private
conference with Christ? why is the word precious

*
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but because it is a means to convey Christ? he
comes down to us upon the wings of the Spirit;
and we go up to him upon the wings of faith: an
ordinance without Christ, is but feeding upon the
dish instead of the meat. Why doth the wife love
.the letter, but becauseit brings news of her husband?
Here we enjoy Christ by letters, and that is sweet ;
but what will it be to enjoy his presence in glory?
Here is that which may amaze us, -we shall be with
Christ 3 Christ is all that is desirable: nay, he is
more than we can desire. A man that is thirsty,
he desires only a little water to quench his thirst 3
but bring him to the sea, and here he has more than
he can desire. In Christ there is not only a fulness of
sufficiency, but a fulness of redundancy; it overflows
all the banks: a christian that is most sublimated
by faith, hath neither a head to devise, nor an heart
to desire all that which is in Christ; only when we
- come to heaven, God will enlarge the vessel of our
desire, and will fill'us as Christ did the' water-pots
with wine, ¢ up tothe brim,”> Now this privilege of
‘ b:ing with Christ, . hath six privileges growing :out
of it. .

SECT. 1. The First Privilege of being with Christ.

1. Vision, Job xix. ver. 26. ¢In my flesh
shall I see God;’ the sight of Jesus Christ will
be the most sublime and ravishing object to a
glorified saint. When Christ was upon earth, his
beauty was hid. ¢ He hath no form or comeliness :’
the light of the divine nature was hid in the dark
lanthorn of the human : it was hid under reproach-
es, sufferings; yet even at that time there was
enough of beauty in Christ to delight the heart of
God. <My Elect in whom my soul delighteth :’
his veil was then upon his face; but what will it
be when the veil shall be taken off, and he shall ap-
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pear in all his embroidery? It is heaven enough to
see Christ. ¢ Whom have I in heaven but thee ?
"There are, saith.Musculus, angels and arch-angels:
aye, but they do not make heaven: Christ is the
most sparkling diamond in the ring of glory.

Sect 2. The Second Privilege of being with - -
Christ. )
The next privilege is Union; our bring with
Christ is not only local, but conjugal: we shall
so behold him, as to be made one with him. What
nearer than union? what sweeter? Union is the
spring of joy, the ground of privilege; by virtue of
this blessed union with Christ, all those rare beau-
ties wherewith the human nature of the Lord Jesus
is bespangled shall be ours. Let us compare two
scriptures, John xvii. 24. ¢ Father, I will that they
also wham thou hast given me, be with me where I
am, that they may behold my glory.”" That is, the
glory of the human nature; but this is not all, ver.
22. ¢ The glory that thou hast given me 1 bave
given them. Christ hath not his glory only for
himself, but for us; we shall shine by his beams:
here Christ puts his graces upon his spouse, and in
# heaven he will put his glory upon her. No wonder
then the king’s daughter is ¢ all glorious within,’
and ¢ her clothing of wrought geld.” How glorious
will the spouse be, when she hath Christ’s jewels
upon her? Judge not of the saints by what they
are, but by what they shall be: - ¢ It doth not'yet
appear what we shall be,” 1 John iii. 1. Why, what -
shall we be? ¢we.shall be like him.”> The spouse of
Christ shall not only be made one with Christ, but
she shall be made like Christ ; in other marriages,
the spouse changeth her condition, but here she
. changeth her complexion: not that the saints in
glory shall receive of Christ’s essence, they shall



40 THE CHRISTIAN’S CHARTER.

bave as much glory as the human nature is capable
of ; but though Christ conveys his image, yet not
his essence. The sun shining upon a glass, leaves a
print of its beauty there; and it is bard to distin-
guish between the glass and the sun-beam : but the
glass is not the beam, the sun conveys only its lik-
ness, not its essence.

Sect. 8.. The Third Privilege of being with Christ.

The next privilege is Nobility ; which consists
i two things.

1. The saints shall sit with Jesus Christ when he
judgeth the world: ¢ Know ye not that the saints
shall judge the world?” The saints shall sit with
Christ in judicature, as the justices of peace with the
judge : the saints are Christ’s assessors ; they shall
be with him upon the bench, applauding his righ-
teous sentence. O what a glorious tribunal will
that be! here the world judgeth the saints, but’
there the saints shall judge the world.

2. They shall sit nearer the throne than the an-
gels. The angels are noble and sublime spirits, but
by virtue of our marriage union, Christ having ta-
ken our flesh, and the knot being tied between the
divine and human nature in the virgin’s womb, we .
shall be ennobled with greater honour than the an-
gels: the angels are Christ’s friends, but. not his
spouse: this honour have all his saints. As the
saints’ robes in glory shall be brighter than the an-
(gels’ theirs being only the righteousness of creatures,
but these having vpon them the righteousness of
God) so their dignity shall be greater. O infinite !
here we are prisoners at bar, but there favourites at
court : the saints shall sit down in glory. above the
angels. . :
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Sect. 4. The Fourth Privilege of being with Christ.

The next privilege is Joy. This joy of the saints
roceeds from union; when our union with Christ
1s perfect, then-our joy shall be full, Rev. xxi. 4.
¢ And God shall wipe away all tears, and there shall
be no more sorrow.’ : .
1. There shall be no weeping. Jesas Christ hath
provided a handkerchief to wipe off the tears of the
saints. Here the spouse is in sable, it being a time
of absence from her husband : but in heaven Christ
will take away the sponse’s mourning ; he will put
off all her black and bloody apparel, and will clothe
her in white robes, Rev. vii. 13. White, as it is
an emblem of the saints purity, so it isa type of their
Joy; heaven would not be heaven if there were
weeping there; hell indeed is called a place of
weeping ; they that would not shed a tear for their
sins while they lived, shall have weeping enough ;
but wé never read of weeping in heaven. Christ
will take down our harps from the willows; there
he will call for his heralds and trumpeters : the an-
gels, those blessed choiristers, shall sing the divine
anthems of praise, and the saints shall join in that
heavenly concert. If it were possible that any tears
could be shed when we are with Christ, they should
be the tears of joy, as sometimes we have seem a
man weep for excessive joy: Christ will turn all
our water there into wine. .
2. There ¢shall be no sorrow ; one smile from
Christ’s face will make us forget all our afflictions:
serrow is-a cloud gathered in the heart, upon the
apprehension of some evil: and weeping is the cloud
of grief dropping inte rain: but in heaven the sun
of righteousness shall shine so bright, that there shall
not be the least interposition of any cloud; there
shall’be no sorrow there, nor any thing to breed it:
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there shall be no sin to humble : heaven is such a
pure soil that the viper of sin will not breed there:
there shall be no enemy to molest. When Israel had
conquered Canaan, yet they could not get rid of
all the Canaanites, they would live among them ;
¢ But the Canaanites would dwell in that Jand:” -
but when we are with Christ, we shall never be
troubled with Canaanites more. ¢ In that day (I may
allude to that of the prophet) there shall be no more
the Canaanite in the house of the Lord.” God wil
keep the heavenly paradise with a flaming sword,
that none shall come near to hurt: ¢ Upon all that
glory shall be a defence.” There shall be nothing to
. breed sorrow in heaven. There are two things that
usually raise the clouds of sorrow, and beth shall
be removed when we are with Christ. .

1. The frowns of great men: how ambitious are
men of the Prince’s smile ?. but alas, that quickly
sets in a cloud, and then their comforts are in the
wain, they are sad ! but when we are with Christ,
we shall have a perpetual smile from God: the
saints shall never be out of favour, Jesus Christ is
the great favourite at court; and as long as Geod
similes qun Christ, so long he will smile upon the
saints, they having -on Christ’s beauty ; and being
part. of Christ. , ,

2, The loss of dear friends : a friend imparts se-
crets; friendship is the marriage of affections, it
makes two become one spirit. David and.Jonathan
took sweet counsel together, their heart was knit
in one: now here is the grief, when -this precious
knot must be untied: but be of goed cheer, if
thy friend belong ta the election, after thou hast
parted with thy sins, thou shalt meet with him and
never part. If thy friend be wicked, though be were .
thy friend on earth, thou wilt cease to be bis friend,
in heaven. ‘The pious wife will not complain she
hath lost her husband, nor the religious parent,
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that he hath lost his child; all relations are infinite-
ly made up in Christ, as the whole constellation in'
the sun, that great lamp of heaven. When a man
comes to the sea, he doth mot complain that he:
wants his cistern of water: Though thou didst suck
comfort from thy relationss yet when thou comest
. to the ocean, and art with Christ, thou shalt never
complain that thou hast left thy cistern behind:
there will be nothing to breed sorrow in heaven;
there shall be joy, and nothing but joy Heaven is

set out by that phrase, ¢ Enter thou into the joy of

thy Lord.’. Here joy enters into us, there we enter
into joy: ‘the joys we have here are from heaven;
those are in heaven: the joys that we shall have
with Christ, are without measure and without mix-
ture. ¢ In thy presence is fulness of joy,” Ps. xvi. 11.

1. The heart shall be filled. Nothing but Christ
can replenish the heart with joy: the understand.
ing, will, affections, are such a triangle, that none
can fiil but the Trinity. As Christ’s beauty shall a-
maze the eye, so his love shall ravish the heart of a
glorified saint: must it not needs be'joy to be with
Christ? what joy when a christian shall see the
great gulf shot between heaven and hell? what joy
when Christ shall take a believer into the wine cel-
lar, and kiss him with the kisses of his lips? what
joy when the match shall be at once made up, and

/.,,,,,&w'u

solemnized between Christ and the soul? these are -

the more noble and generous delights.-

2. All the senses shall be filled with joy; and,
at once: the eye shall be filled; what joy to see
that orient brightness .in the face of Christ? there
you may see the lilly and the rose mixed, white and
ruddy, Cant. v. 10. The ear shall be filled; what
joy to the:spouse to hear Christ’s voice? the voice
of God was: dreadful to Adam, after he had listen-
ed to the sérpent’s voice? ¢ [ heard thy voice in
the garden, and was afraid,” Gen. iii. 10. But how

G 2
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sweet will the bridegroom’s voice be? What joy to
hear him say, My love, my dove, my undefiled?
What joy to hear the music of angels, even the
heavenly host praising God? If the eloquence of
Origin, the golden mouth of Chrysostom, did so
affect and charm the ears of their auditors, O then
what will it be to hear the glorious tongues of saints
and angels, as so many divine trumpets sounding
forth the excellencies of God, and singing hallelu- .
jahs to the lamb? The smell shall be filed; what
joy to swell that fragrancy and perfume that comes
from Christ? all his garments smell of myrrh, aloes,
and cassia. The sweet breath of his Spirit blowing
upon the soul, shall give forth its scent as the wine
of Lebanon. The taste shall be filled; Christ will
bring his spouse into the banqgueting-hbouse, and
she shall be inebriated with his love; O what joy
to be drinking in this heaveunly nectar! 'This is the
water of life: ‘Thisis the wine on the lees well refin-
ed. The touch shall be filled; the saints shall be ever
in the embraces of Christ; ¢ Behold my hands and
_ my feet; handle me, and see me,” Luke xxiv. 89.

That will be our work in heaven; we shall be ever
handling the Lord of life: Thus all the senses shall
be filled with joy. Well might the apostle say, to

be with Christ is far better. If Christ’s sufferings
~are full of joy, what then are his embraces? Ifthe

dew of Hermon hill be so sweet, the first fruits of

Christ’s love; what will the full crop be? 1n short,

there will be nothing in heaven but what shall add

infinitely to the joy of the saints. The very torments

of the damned shall create matter of joy and tri.
~ umph. I may allude to that of the Psalmist, ¢ The
righteous shall rejoice when he sees the vengeance;’
the Elect shall rejoice upon a double account to see
God’s justice magnificently exalted, and to see
themselves mitaculously delivered. There shall be
no unpleasant object represented; nothing but joy.
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Such will that joy be, when we are with Christ,
that it is not possible, so neither is it fit for a man to
speak, 2 Cor. xii. 4. Weread that Joseph gave his
brethren money and provisions for the way; but the
full sacks were kept till they came to their Father’s
house; God gives us something by the way; some
of the hidden manna: some taste of his-heavenly
joy in this life, but the full sacks of corn are kept
for heaven. () what joy to.be with Christ! surely 4f
there were such joy and triumph at Solomon’s co-
ronation, that all the earth. rang with the sound of
it, what joy will be on. the saints” coronation-day,
when they shall be eternally united.to.Jesus Christ?

Skct. 5. The Fifth Privilege of being with Christ;

I proceed to the next privilege which is Rest.. A
Christian in this life is like quick-silver, which hath
agrinciple of motion in itself, but not of rest: we
are never quiet, but as the ball upon.the racket,
or the ship upon the waves.. As long as we have
sin this is like the quick-silver: A chﬁd‘of God is .
full of motion and disquiet; I have no rest in my
bones by reason_of my sin,’ Psal. xxxviii. 8. While -
there are wicked men in the world, never look for -
rest. I} a man be poor, he is thrust away by the .
rich: if be be rieh, he isenvied by the poor;. some.- .
times losses disquiet, sometimes. law-suits vex; it
is only the prisoner lives. in such-a-tenement as.
he way be sure none will..go. about to.take from.
him:. the saints in this life are in.a pilgrim condi-
tion:- the apostles had no certain. dwelling place, 1
€or. iv. 11. We are here in. a- perpetual hurry,
in a:.constant fluctuation: our life is. like the tide,
sometimes ebbing, sometimes flowing: here is ne .
rest:.ami the reason ie;: bscause we-are out of cen-
t10; ewnsy thing is:in motion till it comes at the
centre; Christ is the centre of the soul: the needle -
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ofthe compass trembles, till it turns to the North
ole.. Noah’s dove found uo rest for the sole of her
oot, till she came at the ark. This ark was a type
of Christ; when we come to heaven, the kingdom
that' cannot be shaken, we .shall have rest, Heb.
iv. 9. ¢ There remains therefore a rest for the
people of God.. Heaven:in scripture is compared to
a granary, Matt. iii. 12. an emblem of rest. Wheat,
while it stands on:the ground, ‘is shaken to and fro
with the wind, but when itis laid up in the granary
it is at rest: The elect are spiritual wheat, who
while they are in the field of.this world are never
quiet, - the wind of persecution shakes this wheat.
and every one that passeth by will be plucking these
sacred ears of corn, but when the wheat is in-the
heavenly garner, it is at rest; There remains a rest,
&c. Not but that there shall be motion in heaven,
(for spirits cannot be idle) but it shall be without
lassitude and weariness. It shall be a labour full of
ease, a motion full of rest. .When a believer is in
heaven, he hath his Quietus est. The lower region
is windy and temipestuous; when we are once got-
ten into the upper region of glory, there are no

winds or noxious vapours, but a serene calmness;
this is to be with Christ. '

Skcr. 6. The Sizth. Privilego -of being with Christ.

The last is Se¢urity. It is possible 2 man may have

a few minutes of rest; but he.is not secure; he
knows not how soon eclipses and changes may:come:
- he is still in fear, and fear makes a man a servant,
(saith the philosopher) though he know it not. There
s torment in fear, 1 John iv. 18. He that- hath
great possessions thinks thus: :but how soon may I
all from this pinnacle of henour? how soon may

the plunderer come? Nay, a believer that hath dur.
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able riches, yet is still pendulousand doubting con.
cerning his condition.

1. He sometimes questions whether he be in the
state of grace or no; and thus he thinks with him.
self; perhaps I believe, perhaps I do not believe:
I have something that glisters, perhaps it is but
a counterfeit.chain of pearl; my faith is presump-
tion, my love to Christ is but self-love; and when
the Spirit of God hath wrought the heart to some
sound persuasion, he is soon shaken again; as a
ship that lies at anchor, though it be safe, yet it is
shaken and tossed upon the water; and these fears
leave impressions of sadness upon the heart.

2. But secondly, he fears that though he be
in the state of grace, yet he may fall into some
scandalous sin, and so grieve the Spirit of God,
sadden the hearts of the righteous, wound his own
conscience, harden sinners, discourage new begin-
ners, put a songinto the mouth of the profane, and
at last God hide his face in a cloud. - A child of God
after a sad declension, having by his sin-put black
apots in the face of religion, though I deny not but.
he hath a title to "the promise; yet he may be in
such a condition, that he cannot for the present ap-
ply any promise, be may go weeping to his grave,

These sad fears like black vapours, are still aris-
ing out of a gracious heart; but when once a be-
liever is with Christ, there is full security of heart;
he is not only out of danger, but out of fear. Take
it thus; a man that is upon the top of a mast, he
may sit safe for the. present, but not secure.  Per-
haps the pirates may shoot at the ship, and take it;
perhaps the winds may arise suddenly, and the ship
may be cast away in the storm; but a man that 1s
upon.a rock, he stands impregnable; his heart is
secure. A christian in this life islike 2 man tipon the
top of a mast; sometimes the pirates come aboard,
viz, criel persecutors, gnd. they shoot at his ship,
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and oft, though the passenger (the precious soul)
escapes, yet they sink the ship; sometimes the winds
of tentation blow; those northern winds; and now
the christian questions whether God loves him, or
whether his name be enrolled in the book of life;
and though being in.Christ, there is no danger,
yet his heart doth hesitate and tremble: but when
he is with Christ, off from the top of the mast,
and is planted upon the rock, his heart is fully se.
cure; and you shall hear him say thus, now I am
sure I have shot the gulf, I am now passing from
death unto life, and none shall pluck me out of my
Saviour’s arms. ' ,

CHAP, IX.
The Fourith Prerogative Royal..

ET the Lucianists and Epicures place their hap+
" piness in this life; a believer’s is in reversiony
the golden world is yet to come. 1 pass to the next
prerogative, which is:

4. The blessed inheritance, Col. i. 12. ¢ Giving-
thanks unto the Father which hath made us meet: -
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints i .
light.” This world isbut a tenement, which we may
be soon turned out of; heaven is an inheritance,
and a glorious one. Heaven hath no hyperbole;
if the skirts and suburbs of the palace, viz the stars.
and planets be so glorious, that aur eyes cannol be~
hold the dazzling lustre of them; what glory then
i there in the chamber of presence? What is the:
‘sanctum sanctorum? Of thia blessed place we have
a figurative description, Rev. 21. John was earried
away in the Spirit, and had a vision of heaven, ver.
2. That it was the Hierusalem above, is clear, if
we consult with ver. 22. ¢ And I saw no temple
therein:’ while we dwell upon earth, there is need

1
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of a temple, we shall not be above ordinances till
we are above sin; but in heaven, God will be in
stead of a temple, ¢ he shall be all in all.” And ver.
25. ¢ there shall be no night there:* no city is to be
" found, not the most glorious metropolis under hea-
ven, where it is always day: for though some re-
gions which lie immediately under the pole, have
light for several months together; yet when the sun
withdraws from the horizon, they have aslong a
night as before they had a day: but saith the text,
¢ There shall be no night there.” In hell it is all
night, but in heaven the day will be ever lengthen-
ing. Now this blessed inheritance which the saints
shall possess, hath eight properties, or rather privi-
leges worth our serious thoughts. 3

1. Sublimeness. It is set out by a great and bigh
mountain, Rev. xxi. 10. It is placed above the
aery and starry heaven, saith Musculus; it is the
empyraan heaven which Saint Paul calls the third .
heaven. For the situation of it; it is far above all
heavens, where Christ himself is: this is the royal
palace where saints shall dwell. The men of this
world are high in power and in pride; but if they
could build their nests among the stars, the elect
shall shortly be above them; they shall take their
flight as high as Christ: here is a preferment worth
looking after.. -

2. Magnificence. It is set out by pearls and pre-
cious stones, the richest jewels. -Ifthe streets are of
gold, what is the furniture and hangings? what is
the cabinet of jewels? I wonder not that ¢ the vio-
lent take it by force,” Mat. xi. 12, 1 rather wonder
others are not more violent: what are all the rari-
ties of the world to this? The coasts of pearl, the
islands of spices; the rocks of diamonds? what a
rich.g:ace must that needs be, where God will lay
oat his cost? where wisdom doth contrive, and
bounty doth disburse? o
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Fulgentius beholding the pomp and splepdour of
~ the Roman senate-house, cried out, O how beauti.
ful is the celestial Hiefusalem, if the terrestrial se-
mate-house be so glorious! In. this blessed inheri-
tance there is nothing but glory; there is the king
of glory; there are the vessels .of glory; there are
the thrones of glory; there is the weight of glory;
there are the crowns- of glory; there is the king-
dom of glory; there is the brightness of glory:
this is a purchase worth getting. What will not
men adventure for a kingdom? the worst.come to
the worst, it is but venturing our blood, we need
not venture our conscience. .

8. Purity. Heaven is set forth under the meta-
phor of ¢ pure gold, and .transparent glass,” Rev.
xxi. 11. the apostle calls it ¢ an inheritance unde-
filed.” Heaven is a pure place; it is compared to the
sapphire, xxi. 19. the sapphire is a precious stone
of a bright sky colour, and it hath a virtue in it,
saith Pliny, to preserve chastness and purity.  Thus
heaven is represented by.the sapphire; .it is a place
where only the.refined sublimated spirits do enter.
"And heavenis compared to the emerald, ver. 19,
which (as writers say) hath aprecious virtae to ex-
« pel poison. Heaven is such a pure soil, that as no
fever of lust, so no venom of malice shall be there;
with the emerald it will expel poison. There shall
not enter into it-any thing . that defileth,” Rev. xxi.
27. It is a kingdom wherein ¢ dwells righteousness,’
2 Pet. iii. 13. In this lower. region of the world
there is little righteousness; ¢ They set up wicked-
ness by a law,” Ps. xciv. 20. and the wicked de-~
vours his neighbour, ¢which is more righteous than
he,” Hab. i. 138. The just man is oppressed because
~ heisjust. One saith, there is more justice to be

found in hell than here. among:'them: for in hell
no innocent person is oppressed; but here righte-
ousness is the thing that is persecuted. A man can
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hardly tread two steps, but either into sin or into
_suffering. In this world, the sinner need not fear
any punitive vindictive act of justice; rather he that
reproves sin may fear. Holiness is the white that -
the Devil shoots at: but heaven is a kingdom
wherein dwells righteousness ; there is the judge of
the world, ¢ who puts on righteousness as a breast-
plate; who loves righteousness.’ ‘

4. Peaceableness. The word Peace, compre-
hends all blessings. Peace is-the glory of a king-
dom: this white lily is the best flower of a prince’s
crown. How happy was the reign of Numa Pom-
pilius, when the bees made their ‘hives in the sol-
diers’ helmets ! but where shall we find an uninter-
rupted peace upon earth ? either divisions at home,
or wars abroad, the beating of the drums, the roar-
ing of the cannons, the sounding of the trumpets..
Solomon’s kingdom was peaceable a while, but how
soon had he an-alarm given him! 1 Kings xi. 14.
¢ The Lord stirted up an adversary against him.’
How soon do the ¢louds of blood drop after a little -
sun-shine of peace ! but the inheritance to come is
peaceable ; there is the ¢ Prince of Peace;’ there
~ the saints enter into peace. The harp,. in ancient
times, was made the hieroglyphic of peacé ; in hea-
ven there shall be the ¢-voice of harpers harping.’
The sdints in this life wear ¢ garments rolled in
blood ;’ but in a state of glory, they are said to
wear ¢ white robes,” which shall not be stained with
the blood of war any more: in heaven righteous-
ness and peace shall kiss each other.

6. Amplitude. The inheritance is sufficient]
spacious for all the saints. The garner wide enoug
to receive all those infinite grains of wheat that shall
be laid in it: * And he that talked with me had a
golden reed to measure the city, &c. The city lieth
four-square, and the length is as large as the
breadth, and he measured the city with the reed

H 2
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twelve thousand furlongs.” Or, as I find it in some
Greek copies, ¢ twelve times twelve thousand fur-
longs.” Here is a finite put for an infinite ; impossi-
ble it is that any arithmetician should number these
furlongs: it is a phrase only that darkly shadows
out the amplitude and largeness of this celestial city.
Though there be innumerable companies of saints
and angels in heaven, yet there is infinitely room
enough to receive them: ¢ In my Father’s house are
many. mansions,” Some are of opinion that every
believer shall have a particular mansion in glory.
Every saint shall have his kingdom, saith Jansenius.
We know our Saviour told his apostles .that they
should situpon twelve thrones. Certainly the saints
shall not be straitened for room. The eontinent of
glory is wide enough for the most sublime spirits to
expatiate in. :

6. Safety. Itis an inheritance -that the saints
gannot be defrauded of’; -it is in safe hands. God
keeps the inheritance for them, 1 Pet. i. 4. and
keeps them for the inheritance, 1 Pet.1. 5. so that
there can be no defalcation, nothing can hinder the
saints from taking possession. :

7. Light. 1t is called an inheritance ¢ in light.”
If every star were a sun, itcould never shadow out
the bright lustre of this celestial paradise. Lightis
a glorious creature ; what were all the world with-
out light but a dark prison? - What beauty is there
in the sun when it is masked with a cloud? Light
doth actuate the colours, and makes every flower ap- -
pear in its fresh beauty. Heaven is a diaphanum or
bright body, -all over embroidered with light ; not
like c@lum stellatum, ot starry heaven, here and there
- bespangled with stars, but other parts of it like che-
quer-work interwoven with darkness. Here Christ
as a continual sun shall give light to the whole hea-
ven. . ¢ The Lamb shall be the light thereof;’ in-
deed all other light, in comparison of this, is but
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Yike the twilight, ot rather the midnight. Here
alone are the shining rays of beauty, which every
glorified eye shall be enabled both to behold and to
possess ; and this light shall have no night to eclipse
or extinguish it; when once the Sun of Righteous-
ness hath risen upon the soul, it shall never set any
more. This is an high gradation of.the glory of
heaven, it is an inheritance in light. When the
scripture would set forth the blessedness of God him-
;xelg, it makes it consist in this, ¢ He dwelleth in
ight.” : L -
gs. Permanency. It is an inheritance incorrupti-
ble. It runs parallel with eternity ; eternity 1s a
circle that hath neither beginning nor end; a sea
that hath neither bottom nor banks. This is the
glory of the celestial paradise, it abides for ever. If
we could by our arithmetic reckon up more mil-
lions of ages than there have been minutes since the
creation, after all this time (which were a short eter..
nity) the inheritance of the saints shall be as far from
ending as it was at the beginning. *The world pass-
eth away,’ t John ii. 17. every thing is passing: It
is good to look upon the world as the heathens did
upon pleasure; they looked upon the back parts of
pleasure, and saw it going away from them and
leaving a sting. The world 1s passing away, but hea.
ven neyver passeth, therefore surpasseth. Evil things, -
(as pain and misery,) length of time makes them
worse; but goed things, (as Joy and pleasure,) length
of time makes them better: heaven’s eminency is its
permanency. Things are prized and valued by the
time we have in them ; lands or houses in fee-sim.
ple, which are to a man and his heirs for ever, . are
esteemed far better than leases, which soon expire.
The saints do not lease heaven; it is not their land-
lord’s house, but their Father’s house: and this
house never falls to decay; itis a mansion-house,
John xiv. 2. There is nothing excellent (saith Na.
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zianzene) that is not perpetunal; the comforts of the
world are fluid and uncertain, like a fading garland,
therefore they are shadowed out by the tabernacle,
which was transient; but heaven is set out by the
temple, which was fixed and permanent: it was
made of strong materials, built with stone, covered
with cedar, over-laid with gold. Eternity is the
highest link of the saint’s happiness; the soul of &
be%iever shall be for ever bathing itself in the pure
and pleasant fountain of bliss. The lamp of glory
shall be ever burning, never wasting: as there is no
intermission in the joys of lieaven, so no expiration.
When once God hath set his plants in the celestial
paradise, he will never pluck them up any more; he
will never transplant them: never will Christ lose
any member of this body; you may sooner separate
light from the sun, than a glorified saint from Jesus
Christ. O eternity, eternity ! what a spring will that
be, that shall have no autumn? what a day, that
shall have no night! Methinks I see the morning-
star appear, it is break of day already. Concerning
the glory of this blessed inheritance, let me super-
add these four things. - :

1. The glory of heaven is ponderous and weighty;
it is called ¢ a weight of glory,” 2 Cor. iv. 17. God
must make us able to bear it. This weight of glory
should make sufferings light: this weight should
make us throw away the weights of sin out of our
hands, though they be golden weights: who would
for the indulging: of a lust, forfeit so glorious an in-
heritance? lay the whole world in scales with it, it
is lighter than vanity. '
2. It is infinitely satisfying. There is no vacuity
or.indigency; this can be said properly of nothing

but heaven. You that court the world.for honour
and preferment, remember the creature saith con-
cerning satisfaction, It is not in me. Heaven only is
commensurate to the vast desires of the sonl. Here .



“THR CHRISTIAN’S CHARTER: : 55

the christian cries out in a divine extacy, I have
enough, my Saviour, I have enough. Thou shalt
make them drink of the rivers of thy pleasures; not
drops, but rivers, and these only can quench the
thirst. It shall be every day festival in heaven; there
is no want at 4 feast: there shall be excellency shin-
ing in its perfection. The world is but a jail, the
body is the fetter with which the soul is bound ; if
there be any thing in a jail to delight, what is the
palace and the throne? what is heaven? If we meet
with any comfort in Mount Horeb, what is in Mount
Zion? All the world is like a landscape; you may
see orchards and gardens curiously drawn in the
landscape, but you cannot enter into them; you
may enter into this heavenly paradise, 2 Pet. i. 11.
4 For so. an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom,” &c. Here
is soul-satisfaction. _ :
8. Though an innumerable company of saint:
and angels have a part in this inheritance, there is
never the less for thee. Here is a propriety in a
" cominunity; another man’s beholding the sun doth
not make me to have the lesser light : thus will it be
in glory. Dsually bere, all the land goes to the
heir, the younger are put ofl’ with small portions.
in heaven all the saints are heirs; the youngest be-
-liever is an heir, and God hath land enough to give
to all his heirs. All the angels and arch-angels
have their portion paid out; yet abeliever shall ne<
wver have the less. Is not Christ the heir of all things?
Heb. i.-2, and the saints co-heirs? Rom. viii. 17.
they share with Christ in the same glory. Itis true,
one vessel may hold more thap another, but every
vessel shail be full. .
4. The souls of the elect shall enter upon pos-
_ session immediately after death, 2 Cor. v. 8. ¢ We
are willing rather to be absent from the body, and
to be present with the Lord.” There are some that
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say, the souls of the elect Sleep in their bodies, but
the apostle here confutes it; for if the soul be ab-
sent from the body, how can it sleep in the body?
There is an immediate transition and passage from
death to glory, ¢ the soul returns to God that gave
it.’ Christ’s resurrection was before his ascension ;
but the saints’ ascension is before their resurrection.
The body may be compared to the bubble in the
water, the soul to the wind that fills it; you seethe
bubble riseth higher and higher, at last it breaks in-
to the open air; so the body is but like a bubble,
which riseth from infancy to youth, from youth to
age, higher and higher ; at last this bubble breaks,
and dissolves into dust, and the spirit ascends into
the open air: it returns unto God that gave it.

Be of good comfort, we shall not stay long for
aur inheritance; it is but winking, and we shall see
God. O thegloryof'this paradise! When we are turn-
ed out of all, let us think of this inheritance which
1s to come; faith itself is not able to reach it: it is
more than we can hope for. I may say of this ce-
lestial paradise, as once the children of Dan said of
Laish, Judg. xviii. 9, 10. ¢ We have seen the land,
and behold it is very good; a place where there is
no want of any thing.” Faith being sent out as a
spy to search the land of promise, returns this ans-
wer,; ¢ There is no want of any thing.” There can
be no want where Christ is, who is ¢all in all,” Eph.
iii. 11. In heaven there is health without sickness,
plenty without famine, riches without poverty, life
without death. There is unspotted chastity, unstain-
ed honour, unparalleled beauty. There 1s the tree
of life in the midst of paradise; there is the river
that waters the garden; there is the vine flourish-
ing, and the pomegranates budding, Cant. vi. 11.
There is the banqueting house, where are all those
delicacies and rarities, wherewith God himself is de-
lighted : while we are sitting at that table, Christ’s.
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¢ spikenard will send. forth its smell,’ Cant. i. 12,
There is the bed of love, there are the curtains of
Solomon, there are the mountains of spices, and the
streams from Lebanon, there are the cherubims,
not to keep us out, but to welcome us into paradise;
there shall the saints be adorned, as a bride with
pearls of glory; there will God give us abundantly,
< above all that we are able to ask or think,” Eph. -
iii-20. Is not here enough? What cannot an ambi-
* tious spirit ask? Haman’s aspiring heart could have
asked not only the king’s royal robe, and the ring
from his hand, but the crown from his head too;
a man ean ask a century of kingdoms,. a million of
worlds: but in heaven God will give us more than-
we can ask; -nay, more than we can think: an high
expression! what cannot we think? - We can think,
what if all the dust of the earth were turned to sil-
ver, ‘what if every stone were a' wedge of.gold,
what if every flower were a ruby, every pile of grass
a pearl, every sand in the sea a diamond! yet what
were all this to the ¢ New Jerusalem which is above?”
It is as impossible: for any man. in - his deepest
thoughts to comprehend glory, as it is © to mete the
heaven with a span,’ or drain the ‘great ocean. . ©
incomparable place! Methinks our souls should be
* big-with longing for this blessed:inheritance! -All
this that I have told you of heaven, may make you
say as Monica, Austin’s mother, what do I .do here?
why is my soul any longer held with the earthen
fetter of this flesh? Cleombrotus having read Plato’s
piece of the immortality of the soul, being ravished
with desire of those golden delights in the other
world, killed himself. Though we must not break
prison till God open it, yet how should we long for
a jail delivery! how should we be inflamed with de-
sire to taste of those rare and sweet delicacies, which
are above at God’s right hand! - O what madness
is it for men to spin out. their tine, and tire out
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their strength in the things of this world! which ¢
to imitate Dionysius, who busied himselfin catching
flies. Surely, were we ¢ carried away in the Spirit,”.
I mean, elevated by the power of faith, to the con-
templation of this royal and stately palace of glory;
I know not whether we should more wonder at the
lustre of heaven, or at the dulness of such as mind
earthly things. How is the world adored, which is
but a pageant or apparition! It is reported of Caesar, -
that travelling on a time through a certain city, as
he passed along, he saw the women, for the most
part, playing with monkies and parrots; at which
sight he said, What! have they no children to play -
with? So I say, when I see men toying with. these
earthly and beggarly delights; what! are there not
more glorious and sublime things to look after?-
That which our Saviour said to the woman of Sa-
maria, * If thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it-is that saith to thee, Give me to drink, thou
wouldest have asked of him, and he would have gi.
ven thee living water;’ the same may I say, did
men know these eternal mansions, and what 1t were
to be digging in these rich mines of glory. Would
God give them a vision of heaverra while, as he did -
Peter, who saw ¢ heaven opened,” Acts x. 11. how
~ would they fall into a trance, (being amazed and
filled with joy!) and being a little recovered out of
it, how importunately. would they beg of God, that
they might be adopted into this stately inheritance!
But why do T expatiate? these things are unspeak-
able and full of glory. Had I as many tongues as
hairs on my head, 1 could never sufficiently set forth
the beauty and resplendency of this mheritance.
Such was the curious art of Apelles in drawing of
pictures, that if another had faken up the pencil ta
draw, he had spoiled all Apelles’ work. Such is
the excellency of this celestial paradise, that if the
angels should take up their pencil to-delineate it in
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its colours, they would but.stain and eclipse the
glory of it. I have given you only the dark shadow
in the picture, and that but rudely and imperfectly:
such is the beauty and bliss of this inheritance, that
as Chrysostom saith, if it were possible that all the
sufferings of the saints could be laid upon one man,
it were not worth one hour’s being in heaven.

Some of the learned are of opinion, that we shall
know our friends in heaven: nor to me doth it
seem imprgpable; for surely our knowledge there
shall not be eclipsed or diminished, but increased.
And that which Anselm doth assert, that we shall
have a knowledge of the patriurchs, and prophets,
and apostles, all that were before us, and shall be
after us, our predecessors and successors, to me
seems very rational; for society without acquaint-
ance is not comfortable, and methinks the scripture
doth hint this much; if Peter and James, having
but a glimpse of glory, (when our Lord was trans-
figured on the mount), were able to know Moses
and Elias, whom they had never seen before, how
much more shall we, being infinitely irradiated and
enlightened with the Sun of Righteousness, know all
the saints, though we were never acquainted with
them before? and this will be very comfortable.
Certainly there will be nothing wanting that may
complete the saints’ happiness. :

Now that this glorious inheritance is the saints’
prerogative, I shall evince by two arguments.

It 1s so, 1. Inrespect of the many obligations that
lie upon God for performing this. = As, 1. Inregard
of his promise, Tit. i. 2. < In hope of eternal life,
which God that cannot lie hath premised.” God’s
promise is better than any man’s bond. 2. In re-

ard of his oath: ¢ He who is truth hath sworn,’
%Ieb. vi. 17. 8. In regard to the price that is paid
for it, Christ’s blood. Heaven is not' only a pro-

mised possession, but a purchased possession, Eph. i |
¥ . :

2
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14. 4. Inregard of Christ’s prayer for it: ¢ Father,
I will that they also whom thou hast given me, be
with me where I am.” Now God can deny Christ
nothing, being the only favourite: ‘I know thou
always hearest me,” John xi. 42. 5. In regard of
Christ’s ascension. He is gone before us to take
possession of heaven for us: he is now makmg })re-
parations against our coming, John xiv. 2

* before to prepare a place for you’ We read that
our Lord sent two of his disciples befopg to make
ready ©a large upper room for the passover,” Mark
xiv. 15. So Jesus Christ is gone before to make
ready.a large upper room in heaven for the saints:
6. In regard of the anticipation of the Spiritin the
hearts of the godly, giving them an assurance of,
and stirring up in them passionate desires after this
glorious inheritance; henee it is, we read of the
earnest of the Spirit, 2 Cor. i. 22. and the first-
fruits of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 23. and the seal of
the Spirit, Eph. i. 138. God deth not still his chil-
dren with rattles. Heaven is aiready begun in a be-
liever, so that the inheritance is certain. You see
how many obligations lie upon God, and to
speak with reverence, it stands not only upon God’s
mercy, but upon his faithfulness to make all this
good to us. ‘

The second argument is in respect of the union
‘which the saints have with Jesus Christ. They are
members of Christ, therefore they must have a part
in this blessed inheritance: the member must be
where the head is. Indeed the Arminians tell us,
that a justified person may fall finally from grace,
and so his union with Christ may be dissolved, and
the inheritance lost. But how absurd is this doc-
trine? is Christ divided? can he lose a member of
bis body? then his body is not perfect; for how
can that body be perfect which wants a limb ? and
if Christ may lose one member from his body, why
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not as well all by the same reason? and so he shall
be a head without a -body. But be assured, the
union with Christ cannot be broken, John xvii. 12,
and so long the inheritance cannot be lost. What
was.said o% Christ’s natural body, is as true of the
mystical: ¢ a bone of it shall not be broken.” Look
how every bone and limb of Christ’s natural body :
was raised up out of the grave, and carried into
heaven: so shall every member of his mystical
body, joi?;d to him by the eternal Spirit, be carried
up into glory. Fear not, O ye saints, neither sin
nor Satan can dissolve your union with Christ, nor
by consequence hinder you of that blessed place
where your Head is.

Quest. Here it will be asked, ¢ Who shall ascend
into the hill of the Lord?’ Psal. xxiv. 3. who shall
be a citizen of this new Hierusalem which is
above? ,

Ans. The new creature: this you read of, 2 Cor.
v. 17. This new creature deth prepare us for the
new Hierusalem. This is the divine and curious ar-
tifice of the Holy Ghost in our hearts, forming
Christ in us : the same Holy Ghost that oversha-
dowed the Virgin Mary, and formed the human
nature of Christ in her womb, doth work and pro-
duce this new creature. O thou blessed man and
woman, in whom this new creature is formed! I
-may say to thee, as the angel to Mary, ¢ That which
is conceived in thee, is of the Holy Ghost.” /Of all
Gad’s creatures, the new creature is the best: then
let me ask, art thou a new creature? art thou a

scion cut off from the wild olive of natuze, and in-~ *

grafted into a new stock, the tree of life? Hath
God defaced and dismantled the old man in thee?
doth some limb drop off' every day? hast thou a
new heart? Till then thou art not fit for the new
heaven. Art thou new all over? hast thou a new
eye to discern the things that differ? hast thou a

L3
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new appetite? doth the pulse of thy soul beat after
Christ? It is only the new creature which shall be
their of the New Jerusalem. When thoun wast sail-
ing to hell, (for we have both wind and tide to car-
ry us thither), hath the north and south wind awak-
ed? bath the gale of the Spirit blown upon thee,
-and turned thy course? art thou now sailing to a
new port? hath the seal of the word stamped a new
and heavenly print upon thee? Then I am speak-
ing all this while to thee; this blessed inheritance
is entailed upon thee. ‘
But if thou art an old sinner, expect that heaven
should be kept, as paradise, with a flaming sword,
- that thou may estnot enter. Be assured, God will
never put the new wine of glory into an old musty
bottle : heaven is not like Noah’s ark, that received
clean beasts into it, and unclean: nor like Pha-
roah’s court, where the vermin came: this inheri-
tance doth not receive all comers. It is only the
wheat that goes into Christ’s garner; what hath
-the chafl’ to do there? this inheritance is only for
" ¢ them that are sanctified,’ Acts xx. 82. Is thy
‘heart consecrated ground? We read that in the
-time of Ezra, after the return of the people from
the captivity, some who were ambitious of the
priesthood, sought the writings of the genealogies,
but they were not found among the numbers of
~ the priests, ¢ therefore they were put by as pollut-
ed from the priesthood:” so whosoever they be that
think to have a part in this blessed place, if their
names be not found; that is, if they are not enrol-
led among the new creatures, they shall be put
,away as polluted from this inheritance,
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CHAP. X,
The Fifth Prerogative Royal.

, I Pass on to the next prerogative royal, which is:
5. Our knowledge shall be clear. Knowledge
is a beautiful thing; such was Adam’s ambition to
know more, that by tasting the tree of knowledge,
he lost the tree of life: ' In heaven our knowledge
shall be clear. Religion is a continued riddle; many
things we have now but in the notion, which then
we shall see perfectly; now, ¢ we know butin part.’
The best christian hath a veil on his eye, as the Jews
have upon their heart; hereafter the veil shall be
taken off. Here we see through a glass darkly, in a
riddle, mystery, then, face to face; that is, clearly.
There are five mysteries which God will clear up
to us when we are in heaven.

1. The great mystery of the Trinity : this we
know but in part. Unity in Trinity, and Trinity
in Unity, where one makes three, and three make
but one: this is bad arithmetic, but good divinity ;
we have but dark conceptions of it: it is a mystery
so deep, that we may soon wade beyond our depth.

Augustine being to write his books of the Trinity,
was taught modesty by a child, who was lading the
sea into a little spoon; to whom Augustine said,
that he laboured in vain; for his little spoon would
not contain the sea; to whom the child answered,
my li¢tle spoon will sooner hold this vast ocean, °
than your shallow brain can contain the depth of
the Trinity. How little a portion is known of God?
If Job asked the question, who can understand the
thunder? we may much more ask, who can under-
stand the Trinity? but in heaven we shall see God.
-as he is, that is,‘perfec,tly.

4
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Quest. But shall every saint énjoy God so perfect-
ly, that he shall have the same knowledge that God
hath? '

Ans. The infinite essence of God shall appear to
the saints /ofa, but not fotaliter; we shall have a full
knowledge of God, but not know him fully, yet
we shall take in so much of God as our human
nature is capable of; it will be a bright and glori-
ous knowledge: here we know him but by his .
power, wisdom, mercy: we see but his back-parts;
there we shall see him face to face.

2.-The mystery of the incarnation; Christ assum-
ing our human nature, and marrying it to the di-
vine. Therefore called God-man, God with us. A
mystery which the angels in heaven adore. God
said, ¢ The man is become as one of us, Gen. iii. 22.
but now we may say, God himself is become as one
of us! it was not only msrandum, but miraculum.
There was nothing within the sphere of natural
causes to produce it. The incarnation of Christ is
catena aurea, a golden chain made up of several
links of miracles. For instance, that the Creator of -
heaven should become a creature; that eternity

" should be born ; that he whom the heaven of hea-
vens cannot contain, should be enclosed in the
womb ; that he who thunders in the clouds, should
cry in the cradle; that he who rules the stars, should
suck the breasts; that he who upholds all things
by the word of his power, should himself be up-
held ; that a virgin should conceive ; that Christ
should be made of a woman, and of that woman
which himself made ; that the creature should give
- a being to the Capator; that the star should give
light to the sun; that the branch should bear the
vine; that the mother should be younger than the
child she bare; and the child in the womb bigger
than the mother; that he who is a Spirit, should
be made flesh; that Christ should be without fa-
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ther, and without mother, yet have both; witheut
mother in the God-head, without father in the
manhood; that Christ being incarnate, should have
two natures, (the divine and human), and yet but
one person; that the divine nature should not be in-
fused into the human, nor the human mixed with
the divine, yet assumed into the person of the Son
of God; the human nature not God, yet one with
God. Here is, I say, a chain of miracles,

I acknowledge the mercy of the incarnation was
great, we having now both affinity and consangui-
nity with Jesus Christ: Christ’s incarnation is the
saint’s inauguration.

The love of Christ in the incarnation was great ;
for herein he did set a pattern without a parallel ;
in clothing himself with our flesh, which is but
walking ashes, he hath sewed, as it were, sackcloth
to #ch of gold, the humanity to the Deity. But
théugh the incarnation be so rich a blessing, yet it
is hard to say which is the greater, the mercy or
the mystery. It isasacred depth, how doth it tran-
scend reason, and even puzzle faith! We know but
in part, we see this only in a glass darkly, but in
heaven our knowledge shall be cleared up, we shall
fully understand this divine riddle.

3. The mystery of scripture: the hard knots of
scripture shall be untied, and dark prophecies ful-
filled. There is a sacred depth in scripture which we
must adore: some places of scripture are hard in
the sense, others dark in the phrase, and cannot
well be translated in regard of ambiguity ; one He-
brew word having such various, and -sometimes
contrary significations, that it i8 very difficult to
know which is the genuine sense. As it is with a
traveller which is not skilled in his way, when he
comes to a turning where the way parts, he is at a
stand, and knows not which of the ways to take;
such difficulties and labyrinths are there in scrip-
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ture. Itis true, all things purely necessary to salva.
tion, are clear in the word of God; but there are
some sacred depths that we cannot fathom, and this

may make us long after heaven, when our light

shall be clear. So for prophecies, some are very ab-
struse and profound; divines may shoot their ar-
rows, but it is hard to say how near they may
come to the mark: it is dubious whether in such
a particular age and century of the church, such a
prophecy was fulfilled. The Jews have a saying
when they meet with an hard scripture they under-
stand not, Elias will- come and interpret these
things to us; we expect not Elias; but when we
are in heaven, we shall understand prophecies; our
knowledge shall be clear. , -

4, The great mystery of providence shall be clear-
ed up. Providence is the queen of the world; it is
“the hand that turns all the wheels in the universe;
Chrysostom calls it the pilot that steers the ship of

the creation. Providences are often dark; God.

writes sometimes in short-hand: the characters of
providence are so various and strange, and our eyes
are so dim, that we know not what to make of pro-
vidence: hence we are ready to censure that which
we do not understand: we think that things are very
eccentric and disorderly; God’s providence is some
times secret, always wise. The dispensations of pro-
vidence are often sad, ¢ Judgment beginning at the
house of God,” and the ¢ just man perishing in his
righteousness,” Eccles. vil. 15. that is, while he is
pursuing a righteous cause: though his way be
pious, it is not always prosperous: and on the other
side, those that work wickedness ¢ are set up, yea,

they that tempt God are delivered,” Mal. iii. 15.

Though now our candle be in a dark lanthorn, and
the people of God cannot tell what God is a deing;
yet when they are in heaven they shall see the rea-
rson of these transactions: they shall see that every

o



THE CHRISTIAN’S CHARTER. 67

_ providence served for. the fulfilling of God’s pro-
mise, viz. ¢ That all things shall work together for
good,” Rom. viii. 28. In a watch the wheels seem
to move cross one to another, but all carry on the
mgtion of the watch, all serve to make the alarum
strike; so the wheels of providence seem to move
cross, but all shall carry- on the good of the elects
all the lines shall meet at last in the centre of the
promise; in heaven, as we shall see mercy and jus-
tice, so we shall see promises, and providences kiss.
ing each other: Our light shall be clear.. . When a
man is at the bottom of an hill, he cannot see very
far: but when he is on the top, he may see many_
miles distant.. Here the saints of God are in the val<
ley of tears, they are at the bottom of the hill, and
cannot tell what God is a .doing; but when the
come to heaven, and shall be on the top 4éf the
mount, they shall see all the glorious transactions
of God’s providence; never a providence but they
shall see either a wonder or a2 mercy wrapt up in it.
A limner, at the first makes a rude draught in
the picture, here an eye, there an hand; but when
he hath limned it out in all its parts and linea.
ments, and laid them in their colours, it is beauti.
rful to behold. We that live in this age of the
church, see but a rude draught, as it were some
dark pieces of God’s providence represented, and it
is impossible that we should judge of God’s work
by pieces; but when we come to heaven, and see
the full body -and portraiture of God’s providence
drawn aut 1 its lively colours, it- will be a most
glorious sight to behold: providenee shall be un.
riddled. ' ‘ -
5. The mystery of hearts. We shall see an heart.
anatomy, Eccles. xii. ‘14. ¢ For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with every secret thing.’
We shall see the designs and cabinet-counsels of
mens’ hearts discovered; then the hypocrite’s mask
X 2
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shall fall off. Oh the black conclave that is in the
heart of man! The heart is deep: it may be com-
pared to a river which.hath fair streams running on.
the top, but when' this river comes to be drained,
their lies abundance of vermin at the bottom: thus
it is with man’s heart, there aré fair streams run-
ning on the top, a civil life, a religious profession;
but at the day of judgment, when God shall drain
this river, and make a discovery of hearts, then all
the vermin of ambitien, covetousness, shall appear,
all shall come out: ' then we shall see whether Jehu’s
design was zeal for God, or the kingdom; we shall
see clearly whether Jezabel had more mind to keeF
a fast, or to get Naboth’s vineyard: then we shall
see whether Herod had more mind to worship Christ,
or:to -worry him; all the secrets of mens’ hearts.
shall be laid open; methinks, it would be worth
dying to see this sight. We shall then see who is the
- Achan, who is the Judas; the womens’ paint falls
off from their.faces when they come near the fire;
before the scorching heat of God’s justice, the hy-
pocrite’s paint will drop off, and the treasen hid in
his:heart will be visible; these mysteries will God
reveal to us: our knowledge shall be clear.

CHAP. XL
The Sizth Prerogative Royal.

THE-next privilege, is, our love shall be perfect:
- love is the jewel with which Christ’s bride is
adorned: in one sense it is more excellent than faith;
for lave never ceaseth, 1 Cor. xiii. 8. The spouse
shall put off her jewel of faith, when she goes to
heaven: but she shall never. put. off her jewel of
" lover love shall be perfect. - , '
" 1. Our love to.God shall be perfect: the saint’s
love shall be joined with: reverence; for a filial dis-



THE CHRISTIAN’S CHARTER, 69 .

position shall remain, but there shall be no servile
fear in heaven. Horror and trembling is proper to
the damned in hell; though in heaven there shall
be a reverencing fear, yet a rejoicing fear: we shall
see that in God which will work such a delight that
we cannot but love him: and this love to God shall
be, 1. A fervent love. Our love to God in this
life is rather a desire, but in heaven the smoke of
desire shall be blown up into a flame of love; we
shall love God with an intenseness of love, and thus
the saints shall be like the seraphims who. are so cal-
led from their burning. Here our love is lukewarm,
and sometimes frozen: a child of God weeps that
he can love God no more; but there is a time
~ shortly coming when our love to God shall be fer-
vent, it shall burn as hot as it can: the damned shall
be in a flame of fire, theelect in a flame of love. 2.
A fixed love.. Alas, how soon is our love taken off
from God! other objects presenting themselves,
steal away our leve. ¢ Your goodness is like a:
morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away:’
in the morning you shall see the grass covered with-
drops of dew, as so many pearls, but before noon
all 1s vanished; so it is with our love to God: per-
" haps at a sermon, when our affections are stirred,
the heart melts in love; and at a sacrament, when
we see Christ’s blood, as it were, trickling down
upon the cross, some love-drops fall from the heart;
but within a few days all is vanished, and we have
lost our first love: this is matter of humiliation
while welive. But O ye saints, comfort yourselves,
.in heaven your love shall be fixed, as well as fer-
vent; it shall never be taken off from God any
more: such beauty and excellency shall shine in °
God, that as a divine loadstone it will be always
drawing your eyes and heart after him. . . .
2. Our love to the saints shall be perfect: love
is a sweet harmony, a tuning and chiming together
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of affections. It is our duty to love the saints, 1.-
Though they are of bad dispgitions; sometimes -
their nature is so rugged and unhewn, that grace
doth not cast forth such a lustre; it is like a gold
ring on a leprous hand, or a diamond set in iron:
{et if there be any thing of Christ, it is our duty to
ove it. 2. Though they in some things differ from
us, yet if we see Christ's image or portraiture drawn
upon their hearts, we .are to separate the precious
from the vile. Buf alas, how defective is this grace?
how little love is there among God’s people? He-
rod and Pilate can agree: wicked men unite when
saints divide. For the divisions of England there
are great thoughts of heart; contentions were never
more hot, love never more cold: many there are
whose music consists all in discord, whcse harp is
the cross; that pretend to love truth, but hate
peace. - Divisions are Satan’s powdes-plot to blow
up religion. Histories relate that in the time of the
emperor Commodus, the temple of Peace at Rome
was burned down to the ground; it was a stately
edifice, richly adorned with donaries of gold and
silver: the burning of this temple was very omin-
ous, and did presage war among the Romans. [
may too truly allude, sin kindled the fire of separa-
tion, and this fire hath burned down the temple of
peace in England, and now we are crumbled into
factions: for these things there are great thoughts
of heart. It were not strange to hear the harlot
say, Let the child be divided; but to hear the mo-
ther say so, thisissad. If pope, cardinal, jesuit, all
conspire against the church of God, it were not
strange; but for one saint to persecute another,
this isstrange. For a wolf to worry a lamb is usual,
- but for a lamb to worry a lamb is unnatural. For
Christ’s lily to be among the thorns, is ordinary;
but for this lily to become a thorn, to tear and fetch
blood of itself, this is strange? How will Christ



s

THE CHRISTIAN’S CHARTER.- m

take this at our hands? would he not have his coat
rent, and will hexhave his body rent? O that I
could speak here weeping! Well, this will bea
foil to set off heaven the more; there is a time
shortly coming when our love shail be perfect, there
* shall be no difference of judgment in heaven; there
the saints shall be all of a piece: though we fall out
by the way, and about the way, we shall all agree
in the journey’s end. - The cherubims, representing
the angels, are setout ¢ with their faces looking one
upon another;’ in this life christians turn their
backs one upon another, but in heaven they shall
be like the cherubims with their faces looking one
upon another. It is observed, that the olive tree
and the myrtle have a wonderful sympathy, and if
they grow near together, will mutually embrace,
and twist about each others roots and branches:
christians in this life are like tearing brambles, but
in heaven they shall be like the olive and myrtle,
sweetly embrace one another. When once the bles-
sed harp of Christ’s voice hath sounded in the ears
.of the saints, the evil spirit shall be quite driven
away. When our strings shall be wound up to the
highest pitch of glory, you shall never hear any
more discord in the saints’ music: in heaven there
shall be a pérfect harmony.

y CHAP. XIIL
The Seventh Prbogative Royal.

THE next glorious privilege to come, is the re-

surrection of our bodies. Trajan’s ashes after
death were brought §o Rome and honoured, being
set upon the top of a famous pillar: so the ashes of
the saint’s at the resurrection shall be honoured, and
'shine as silver dust: this is an article of our taith.
Now for the illustration of this, there are three
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things considerable: 1. That there is such a thing
as the resurrection. 2. That this ?ot yet past. 3.
That the same body that dies shall rise again.

1. I shall fprove the proposition that there is a re-
surrection of the body. There are some of the Sad-
ducees of opinioy that there is no resurrection,
then ¢ let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die,’
1 Cor. xv. 32. To what purpose are all our pray-
ers and tears? and indeed it were well for them
who are in their life-time as brute beasts, if it might
be with them as beasts after death; but thereis a
resurrection of the body, as well as an ascension of
the soul; which I shall prove by two arguments.

1. Because Christ is risen, therefore we must rise:
the head being raised, the rest of the body shall not
always lie in the grave, for then it would be an
head without a body: his rising is a pledge of our
resurrection, 1 Thess. iv. 14. :

2. In regard of justice and equity. The bodies
of the wicked have been weapons of unrighteous-
ness, and have joined with the soul in sin; their-
eyes have been a casement to let in vanity, their
hands have been full of bribes, their feet have been
swift to shed blood; therefore justice and equity re- -
quire that they should rise again, and their bodies
be punished with theirsouls. Again, the bodies of
the saints have been members of holiness; their
eyes have dropped down tears for sin, their hands
have relieved the poor, their tongues have been
trumpets of God’s praise, therefore justice and
equity require that they should rise again, that their
bodies as well as their souls may be crowned. ‘There -
must be a resurrection, else how should there be a
remuneration? We are more sute to rise out of our
graves than out of our beds. The bodies of the
wicked are locked up in the grave as in a prison,
that they may not infest the church of God; and at
the day of judgment they shall be brought out of
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the prison to trial; and the bodies of the saints are
laid in the gravegs in a bed of perfume, where they
mellow and ripen against the resurrection. Noah’s
olive tree springing after the flood, the blossoming
of Aaron’s dry rod, the flesh and sinews coming to
Ezekiel’s dry bones, what were these but lively em-
blems of the resurrection? -

2. That this resurrection is not yet past. Some
hold that it is past, and make the resurrection to be
nothing else but rdeneration, which is called a rising
from sin, and a ¢ being risen with Christ;’ and do
affirm, that there is no other resurrection but this,
and that only the soul is with God in happiness,
not the body. Of this opinion were Hymeneus and
Philetus, 2 Tim. ii. 18. But the rising from sin. is
called the first resurrection, Rev. i. 6. which im.
plies that there is a second resurrection; and that
second I shall prove out of Dan. xii. 2. ¢ And ma-
ny of them that sleep in the dust of the earth, shall
awake;’ he doth not say they are already awake,
but they shall awake. And John v. 28. ¢ The hour
is coming, in which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation.” Observe, Christ doth not say, they are
" come forth of the grave already, but they shall
come forth. o

Here a question may be moved, Whether the
bodies of some of the saints are not in heaven al-
ready? then it will seem that their resurrection is
not yet to come; as we read that Elias was taken
up to heaven in a fiery chariot: and Enoch, Heb.
X1. 5. ¢ wastranslated, that he might not see death.”

Ans. I know the question is controverted among
divines; and should it be granted that they are bo-
dily in heaven, by an extraordinary writ, or dispen-
sation from God, this doth not at all disprove a ge-.



/

74 THE CHRISTIAN’S CHAJRTER.

neral resurrection to come. But there are some rea-
sons do incline me to think that;Enoch and Elias
are not yet bodily in heaven, nor shall be till the
. resurrection of all flesh, when the rest of the elect,
like a precious crop, being fully ripe, sball be trans- .
lated into glory. 'The first is Heb. xi. 13. where it
is said, ¢ these all died in faith,” where Enoch was
included: now why we should restrain this word,
these, only to Abel, Noah, Abraham, and not also
to Enoch, 1 see no rational groufd. = °
* Quest. :But is it not said, he was translated, ¢ that
he might not see death;’ how can these two stand
together, that Enoch died, yet he did not see death?
Ans. These words, that he might not see death,
I conceive (with some other divines) the meaning
is, that he might not see it in that painful and hor-
tid manner as others: his soul had an easy and joy-
ful passage out of his body; he died not after the
common manner of men: seeing and feeling are in
scripture oft exegetical, the one is put for the other.
2. My second argument is, John iii. 2. ¢ We
know when he shall appear, we shall be like him.”
We read in scripture but of two appearings of
Christ, his appearing in the flesh, and his'appearing at
the day of judgment. "Now his appearing in this
text, must needs be meant of his last appearing:
and what then? then saith the apostle, ¢ we shall be
like him,” that is, in our bodies, Phil. iii. 21. The
spirits of just men being already made perfect, Heb.
Xii. 28. whence I infer, Enoch is not yet ascended
bodily into heaven, because none of the bodies of
- the saints shall be fully made like Christ till his se-
cond appearing. 3. Besides this, may be added the
judgment of many of the Fathers, who were pious
and learned. It is not probable that Enoch and
Elias should be taken up in their bodies into hea-
ven, saith Peter Martyr; and he urgeth that saying
of our Lord, ¢ No man hath ascended into heavens
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"(that is, saith he, cotporeally) ¢but the Son of man
that descended from heaven.” Of this opinion also
Js (Ecolampadius, Martinus, Borrheeus, and learned
Doctor Fulk, who in his marginal notes upon the
xith to the Hebrews, hath this descant: ¢ It ap-
peareth not, saith he, that Enoch now liveth in the
body, no more than Moses; but that he was translat-
ed by God out of the world, and died not after the

- common manner of men.”” And concerning Elijah,
the same'reverend author hath this passage: It is
evident that he was taken up alive; but not that he
continueth alive.” And again, < Because we read
expressly, that he was taken up into heaven, 2 Kings
ii. 11. it is certain (saith he) that his body was not
carried into heaven.” Christ being the first that in
perfect humanity ascended thither, 1 Cor. xv. 20.
¢ Christ is become the first fruits of them that sleep.’

He is called the first fruits, not only because he was

“the most excellent, and sanctified the rest, but be-
cause he was the first cluster which was gathered;
the first that went up in a corporeal manner into the
seat of the blessed : hence we see that the resurrec-
tion is yet to come. : ;

8. The third thing is, That at the resurrection
every soul shall have its own body : the same body
that dies shall arise. Some hold that the soul shall be.

" clothed with a new body, but then it were impro-
per to call it a resurrection of the body, it should be
rather a creation. It was a custom in the African
churches to say, I believe the resurrection of this

bodg. & confess, the doctrine of the resurrection is
such, that it is too deep for reason to wade: you:
must let faith swim. For instance, suppose a man.

dying is cast into the sea, several fishes come and de-

vour him, the substance of his body goes into these

fishes, afterwards the fishes are taken and eaten, and

the substance of these fishes go into several men;

now how this body, thus devoured, and as it were
, L 3 ’
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crumbled into a thousand fractions, should be raised
the same individual body, is infinitely above rea-
son to imagine, we have scarce faith enough to be-
lieve it. ‘

Ques. How can this be?

Ans. To such I say as our blessed Saviour, Matt.
xxii. 19. ¢Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures,
nor the power of God. 1. Not knowing the scrip-
“tures: The scripture tells us expressly, that the
same body that dies shall rise again, Job #xix. 26.
¢ In my flesh shall I see God,” not in another flesh,
And ver. 27. ¢ My eyes shall behold him,” not
other eyes’ So 1 Cor. xv. 53. ¢ This mortal shall
put on immortality ;" not another mortal, but this
mortal, and, 2 Cor. v. 10. ¢That every one may
receive the things done in his body,” &c. not in an-
other body. Death in scripture is called a sleep ;
it i3 far easier with God to raise the body, than it is
for us to awake a man when he is asleep. 2. Ye
err, not knowing the power of God: that God,
who of nothing created all things, cannot he reduce
many things to one thing? When the body is gone
into a thousand substances, cannot he make an ab.
straction,  and bring that body together again ? Do
we not see the chymist can, out of several metals
mingled together, as gold, silver, alchymy, extract
the one from the other, the silver from the gold,
the alchymy from the silver, and can reduce every
metal to its own species or kind ? and shall we not
much more believe that when our bodies are ming.
led and confounded with other substances, ¢he wise
God is able to make a divine extraction, and re-in-
vest every soul with its own body. _

Use 1. This is comfort to a child of God: as
Christ said to Martha, John xi. 23. ¢ Thy brother
shall rise again:’ so I say to thee, thy body shall rise -
again. The body is sensible of joy as well as the
soul ; and indeed, we shall not be perfect in glory
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till our bodies be re-united to our souls. Therefore
in scripture, the doctrine of the resurrection is made
matter of joy and triumph, Isa. xxvi. 19. ¢ Thy
dead men shall live, together with my dead body
shall they arise : awake and sing ye that dwell in
the dust. Death is as it were the fall of the leaf,
but our bones shall flourish as an herb, in the spring
of the resurrection. That body which is mouldered
to dust shall revive. Sometimes the saints do sow
the land with their bodies, Psal. cxlii. 7. and water
it with their blaod, Ps. 1xxix. 3. But these bodies,
whether imprisoned, beheaded, sawn asunder, shall
arise and sit down with Christ upon the throne. O
consider what joy there will be at the re-uniting of
the body and soul at the resurrection! As there will
be a sad meeting of the body and soul of the wick-
ed, they shall be joined together as briars, to scratch
and tear one another;  so, what unspeakable joy
will there be at the meeting together of the soul and
- body of the saints: how will they greet one another?
(they two being the nearest acquaintance that ever
were) what a welcome will the soul give to the
body ? O blessed body, thou didst suffer thyself to
be martyred, and crucified, thou wert kept under
by watchings, fastings, &c. when 1 prayed thon
didst attend my prayers with hands lifted up, and
koees bowed down; thou wert willing to suffer
with me, and now thou shalt reign with me; cheer -
up thyself my dear friend ; thou wert sown as seed
in the dust of the earth with ignominy, but now
-art raised a spiritual body. O my dear body, I will
enter into thee again as an heavenly sparkle, and
- thou shalt clothe me again as a glorious vestment.
Use. 2. It shews the great love and respect God
bears to the weakest believer ; God will not glorify
the bodies of his dearest and most eminent saints,
not the patriarchs or prophets, not the body of
Moses or Elias, till thou risest out of thy grave. God,
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is like a master of a feast that stays till all his guests
are come. Abrabam, the father of the faithful, must
not sit down in heaven till all his children are born,
and the body of every saint perfectly mellow and
ripe for the resurrection.

3. If the bodies of the saints must arise, then
consecrate your bodies to the service of God : these
bodies must be made one with Christ’s body. The
Apostle makes this use of the doctrine of the resur-
rection, 1 Cor. vi. 14. ¢ And God hath both rais-
ed up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own
power 3’ there is the doctrine. ¢ Know ye not that
vour bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then
take the members of Christ, and make them the
members of an harlot?’ ver. 15. there is the use. It
is enough for wicked men, to adulterate and defile
their bodies. The drunkard makes his body a tun-
nel for the wine and strong drink to run through.
The epicure makes his body a living tomb to bury -
the good creatures of God. The adulterer makes
his body a stew. The body is called a vessel in
scripture; these vessels will be found musty at the
resurrection, fit only to hold that wine which you
read of, Psal. Ixxv. 8. ¢In the hand of the Lord
there is a cup, and the wine is red;’ thisis the wine -
of God’s wrath. It is enough for those bodies to be
defiled which shall be joined to the devil : but you
‘that are believers, that expect your bodies shall be
Joined with Christ’s body, oh cleanse these vessels ;
take heed of putting your bodies to any impure ser-
vices. Present your bodies a living sacrifice, Rom.
xii. 1. Have a care to keep all the passages and
cinque-ports; sometimes the devil comes in at the
eye; therefore Job made a covenant with his eyes,
and goes out at the tongue; therefore David set
a watch before his lips. -Surely those that have
their hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, that

-
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i, the gqilt of known sin, will have a care to have
their bodies washed with clean water.

CHAP. XIIL

The eight Prerogative Royal.

Proceed now to the next privilege which is to

come, viz. The bodies of the saints shall be en-
amelled with glory. In this life the body is infirm,
physicians have much ado to piece it up; it is like
a picture out of frame, or-an house out of repair,
every storm of sickness it rains through. How doth
the excellent soul oft lodge in a deformed body ?
The body is like a piece of rotten wood, diseases
Jike worms breed there, fevers, pleurisies, aches,
&c. But this body shall be made glorious at the
resurrection, it shall neither have diseases nor de-
fects; Leah shall no more complain of her blear
eyes, nor Barzillai of his lameness. There are five
properties of the glorified bodies. :

1. They shall be agile and nimble. The bodies of
the saints on earth are heavy and weary in their mo-
tion, but in beaven their shall be no elementary
gravity hindering ; but our bodies being refined,
shall be swift and facile in their motion, and made
fit to ascend, as the body of Elias. This is the a-
postle’s meaning ‘when he calls it a spiritual body ;
that is not only a body tunable and made fit to serve
Gad without weariness, but a body that can move
swiftly from one place to another. In this life the
body is a great hindrance to the soul in its opera-
tion: ¢ The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.’
The soul may bring its action against the body ;
when the soul would fly up to Christ, the body as
a leaden lump keeps it down; but there is a time
coming when it shall be otherwise ; here the body
is a clog, in heaven it shall be a wing, The bodies
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of the saints shall be agile and lively, they shall be
made fully subject to the soul, and so no way im-
pede or hinder the soul in its progress. :

2. The bodies of the saints shall be transparent,
full of clarity and brightuness ; as Christ’s body when
it was transhgured, Matt. xvii. 2. Qur bodies shall
bave a divine lustre put upon them : here they are
as iron when it is rusty ; there they shall be as iron
when it is filed and made bright, as the sun in its

. splendour ; nay, seven times brighter, saith Chry-
sostom: here our bodies are as the gold in the ore,
drossy and impure ; in heaven they shall be as gold
when it spangles and glisters : so clear shall they be,
that the soul may sally out at every part, and sparkle
through the body as the wine through the glass.

3. They shall be amiable. Beauty consists in two
things. 1. Symmetry and proportion, when all the
parts are drawn out in their exact lineaments. €.
Complexion, when there is a mixture and variety in
the colours, white and sanguine : thus the bodies of
the saints shall have a transcendency of beauty upon
them. Here the body is called a vile body : vile in
its birth and production ; of the dust of the earth;
the earth is the most ignoble element: and vile in
the use that it is put to; the soul oft useth thebody
as a weapon to fight against God ; but this vile bod
shall be ennobled and beautified with glory ; it shall
‘be made like Christ’s body.

How beautiful was Christ’s body upon earth! In
#t there was the purple and the lily, it was a mir-
ror of beauty: For all deformities of body issue im-
mediately from sin, but Christ being conceived by
the Holy Ghost, and so without sin, he must needs
-have a beautiful body, and in this sense he was
fairer than the children of men, Psal. xlv. 2. There
was graceful majesty in his looks. Christ’s body, as
some writers aver, was so fair by reason of the beau-
ty and grace -which did shine in it, that no limner
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could ever draw it exactly; and if it was so glorious
a body on earth, how great is the lustre of it now
in heaven? That light which shone upon Saint
Paul, ¢ surpassing the glory of the sun,” was no
other than the beauty of Christ’s body in heaven.
O then what beauty and resplendency will be put
upon the bodies of the saints! they shall be made -
¢ like Christ’s glorious body’

4. The bodies of the saints shall be impassible.
Not but that the body when it is glorified shall have
such a passion as is delightful, (for the body is ca-
pable of joy) but no passion that is hurtful ; it shall
nolt be capable.of any noxious impression ; in parti-
cular, :

1. The bodies of the saints shall be free from the
necessities of nature, as hunger and thirst. Here
we are pinched with hunger: ¢ David waxed faint,”
2 Sam. xxi. 15. Here we need the supplies of na-
ture. Christ ¢ took compassion on the multitude,’
and wrought a miracle, lest they should ¢ faint by
the way,” Matt. xv. 32. Nature must have its re-
cruits ; these are as necessary to maintain life, as the
~ oil is to maintain the lamp, but in heaven we shall
hunger no more, Rev. vii. 16. Hunger implies a
vacuity and want, which cannot be in heaven; there
we need not pray, ¢ Give us our daily bread.’ ,

Quest. But doth not Christ say, ¢I will not drink
this day of the fruit of the vine, until that day when
I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom ;*
which implies there will be eating and drinking in
heaven, and by consequence hunger?

Ans. We must not understand the words literally;
our Saviour only alludes to the metaphor of the
vine: it is as if Christ had said, as drinking the
fruit of the vine new with you, is an action of fa-
miliarity and pleasantness ; so when you shall be
with me in the kingdom of heaven, you shall be fil-
led with such joy and delight, as if all the time were
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a time of feasting and banqueting. 2. Glorified
bodies shall be free from the infirmities of nature,
as cold and heat; heaven is a temperate zone:
there is no nipping frost or scorching heat, nothing
will be there 1n extremity, but joy.

8. The bodies of the saints shall be free from the
burdens of nature, as labour and sweating; no more
ploughing or sowing: what needs that when the
saints shall receive the full crop of joy? Look that,
as it is with an husband-man while he works in the
field, he needs his hedging-bill, his spade and mat-
tock, &c. But let this man be advanced to the
throne, and now there is no more use of the spade,
he is freed from all those labours : so though now
we must ©eat our bread with the sweat of our
brows,” yet when we are in heaven, and shall be ad-
vanced to the throne, there will be no more need
of our working tools; labour shall cease; our sweat
as well as our tears shall be dried up.

4. The bodies of the saints shall be free from the
injuries of nature, as sufferings ; we run the race of
our life in a ring of misery, from one suffering to
another ; we do not finish our troubles byt change
them: ¢ man is born to trouble,” he is the natural
heir to it. Where the bddy is, there will afflictions
like eagles be gathered together. Job was smitten
with boils, and Paul did bear in his body the
marks of the Lord Jesus. AfHlictions, like hard
frosts, nip the tender buds of our comfort; but ere
long the saints shall be impassible, they shall have
a protection from injuries granted them.

5. The bodies of the saints shall be immortal :
here our bodies are still dying:’> It is improper to
ask when we shall die, but rather when we shal
make an end of dying : first, the infancy dies, then
_ the childhood, then youth, then old age, and then
we make an end of dying: it is not only the run-
ning out of the last sand in the glass that spends is,
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but all the sands that run out before. Death is‘a
worm that is ever feeding at the root of our gourds:
but in heaven ¢ our mortal shall put on immortality.’
As it was with Adam in innocency, if he had not

" sinned, such was the excellent temperature and har-
mony in all the qualities of his body, -that it is pro-
bable he had not died, but had been translated
from paradise to heaven. Indeed, Belarmine saith,
that Adam had died though he had not sinned; but
I know no ground for that assertion, for sin is made
the formal cause of death: however there is no such
thing disputable in heaven, the bodies there are im-
mortal; Luke xx. 86. ¢ Neither can they die any
more:’ heaven is an healthful air, there is no sick-
ness or dying; we shall never hear a passing-bell go
any more: as our souls shall be eternal, so our bo-
dies immortal. If God made manna (which is in
itself corruptible) to last many years in the golden
pot, much more is he able by a divine power, so to
consolidate the bodies of the saints, that they shall
be preserved to eternity. Rev. xxi. 4. ¢ And there
shall be no more -death:’ our bodies shall run pa-
rallel with eternity. - R

CHAP. XIV.
The Ninth Prerogative Royal.

',I‘HE next privilege is, we shall be as the angels
in heaven, Matt. xxii. 80. Christ doth not

say, we shall be angels, but as the angels.

Quest. How is that? Ans. Two ways. g

1. In regard ‘of our manner of worship. The
angels fulfil the will of God,

1. Readily. 2. Perfectly. ,

1. Readily. When God sends .the angels upon
a commission, they do not hesitate or dispute the
case with God, but presently obey. The angels are
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set out by the cherubims, with wings displayed: this
was not to represent their persons (spirits having no
wings) but their office; to shew how ready they
are in their obedience, it is as-if they had wings,
Dan. ix. 2t. The man Gabriel (this was an angel)
¢ was caused to fly swiftlyv:’ as soon as God speaks -
the word, the angels are ambitions to obey : now in
heaven we shall be as the angels.

This is a singular comfort to a weak christian :
alas, we are not as the angels in this life; when
God commands us vpon service, to mourn for sin,
to take up the cross, O ‘what a dispute is there?
how long is it sometimes ere we can get leave of
our hearts to go to prayer? Jesus Christ went more
willingly to suffer, than we do often to pray: how
hardly do we come off in duty? God bad as good
almost be without it. O but (if this be our grief)
be of good comfort, in heaven we shall serve God
swiftly, we shall be winged in our obedience, even
as the angels.

-, 2. The angels serve God perfectly; they fulfil

God’s whole will ; they leave nothing undone:
when God commands them upon duty, they can
shoot to an hair’s breadth. Alas, our services, how
" lame and bed-rid are they ? we do things by halves?
instead of using the world as if we used it not, we
pray as if we prayed not, we weep for sin as if we
wept not; how many blemishes are there in our
holy things? as the moon when it shines brightest,
hath a dark spotinit. How many grains should we
want, if Christ did not put his merits into the scales?
our duties, like good wine, do relish of a bad cask;
the angel pouring sweet odours into the prayers of
the saints, Rev. viii. 3. sheweth, that in themselves
they yield no sweet savour, unless perfumed with
Christ’s incense; but in heaven we shall be even as
the angels, we shall serve God perfectly: how
should we long for that time. ' -
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2. We shall be as the angels in regard of digni-
ty. There is na question, but in regard of our mar-
riage-union with Christ, we shall be above the an-
gels, but behold oyr human nature, simply and en-
tirely considered, shall };:e parallel with the angelical,
Luke xx. 36. ¢ they shall be equal to the angels.” [
shall shew the dignity of the angelical nature, and
the analogies between the saints glorified, and the
angels. The dignity of the ange]s appears,

3. In their Sagacity. The angels (wha are God's
courtiers) are wise intelligent creatures, Tyrus in
regard of wisdom is stiled a cherubim, or angel,
Ezek. xxviii. 8, 4,16. The angels have a most cri«
tical exquisite judgment, they are discerning spirits;
and thus the saints shall be as the angels, for wis-
dom and sagacity: Christ the wisdom of God is
their oracle.

2. The dignity of angels appears in their m2jes-
ty: an angel is a beautiful glorious creature. They
saw- Stephen’s face ¢ as it had been the face of an
angel,” Acts vi. 15. - 'The angels are compared to
‘lightning, in regard of their sparklin% lustre, Matt.
xxviii. 3. such beams of majesty fall from the an-

ls, that we are not able to bear a sight of them.

ohn the divine was so amazed at the sight of an
angel, that he fell at his feet to worship him, Rev.
xix. 10. and thus shall we be as the angels, for
lendour and majesty. ¢ Then shall the righteous
shine forth as the sun in the Kkingdom of their Fa-
ther,” Matt. xiii, 43. not that the saints shall not sur-
iss the sun in brightness, saith Chrysostome; but
the sun being the most noble and excellent creature,
therefore our Saviour takes a resemblance thence,
to express the saints’ glory: they shall n«t only be
of a sun-like, but angel-like brightness : the beams
of Christ’s glory will be transparent in.them.

8. The dignity of angels 13 seen.in their power.

Ye angels ¢ that excel in strength,” Dsal. ciii. 20.
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We read of one angel that destroyed an army of an
hundred fourscore and five thousand at one blow.
An angel were able to look us dead: thus shall we:
be as the angels. Here we have our fainting fits,
we wrestle continually with infirmities; but in hea-
ven the weak reed shall be turned into a cedar, we
shall put on strength, and be as the angels of God..

4. The dignity and nobility of angels consists in
their purity. Take away holiness from an angel,.
and he is no more an angel, but a devil. Those
blessed spirits are sinless, spotless creatures; no un-
holy thought enters into their mind; they are vir-
gin spirits ; therefore the angels are said to be
¢ clothed in pure white linen,’ Rev. xv. 6. -And
they are represented by the cherubims overshadow-
ing the mercy-seat, which were made ¢ all of fine
gold,” to denote the purity of their essence: and in
this sense we shall be as she angels of a refined sub-
limated nature; therefore the saints are said to have
¢ washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb, Rev. vii. 14. Christ’s blood
washeth white; and we read of ¢ the spirits of just
men made perfect.’ : ‘

5. The dignity of angels appears in their immu-
nity. The angels are privileged persons, and thus
shall we be as the angels. There is a two-fold im-
munity, 1. We shall be privileged from the diffi-
culties of religion. Duties are irksome to the flesh,
but in heaven, we shall be as the angels; no more
praying or fasting, no more repenting or mortifica-
tion. When we are above sin, then we shall be
above ordinances: I do not say we shall he free -
from serving God, but we shall be freed from all
that is tcelious and unpleasant: the angels serve
God, but it is with cheerfulness. It is their heaven
to serve God : when they are singing hallelujahs
they are ravished with holy delight: though being
spirits they need no food, yet it is their meat and
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drink to be doing the will of God: * the joy of the
Lord is their strength.” Thus the saints shall be as
the angels, ¢ they shall rest from their labours,’
Rev. xiv. 18, They shall not rest from serving
God, but from their labour in serving him. Their _
service shall be sweetened with so much pleasure and
delight, that it shall not be a task, but a recreation.
What joy will it be to sing in the heavenly choir?
the angels begin the music, and the saints join in
the concert.

2. We shall be privileged from the immodesty
of temptation. The angels, those blessed spirits,
have no temptations to sin: thus shall we be as the
angels. It is sad to have atheistical, blasphemous
. theughts forced upon us; it is sad always to lie un-
der the Devil’s spout, to have temptations dropping
upon us; and though we do not yield to the ene-
my, yet to have the garrison continually assaulted,
is a great grief to a child of God; but this is a be-
liever’s privilege, he shall be shortly as the angels,
-not subject to temptation. The Devil is cast out of
paradise, the old serpent shall never come into the
New Jerusalem. Heaven is set out by an exceed-
ing high mountain, Rev. xxi. 10. This heavenly
mount is so high, that Satan’s fiery darts cannot
shoot up te it, it is above the reach of his arrow.

6. The dignity of angels consist in their impec-
cability. The blessed angels are not only without
sin, (as the lapsed angels were once) but they are in
an impossibility of sinning. The angels have a clear
sight of God, they are by the sweet influence of
that vision so enamoured with the beauty and love
of God, that they have not the least motion or will
to sin. They are confirmed by the power of God,
saith Austin, that they cannot sin. The angels are
immoveable in holiness; indeed Origen affirms that
there is a possibility of sinning even in the angels;
but this opinion. is, 1, Contrary to the current of
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the fathers, the angels are of that invincible sancti-
ty, that they cannot be drawn by any violence to
sin, as Damascen speaks. 2. That it should be possi-
ble for the angels to be stained with the least tinc-
ture of sin, is repugnant to scripture; for if the an.
gels may sin, then they may fall, but they cannot
all. The minor proposition is ciear: elected angels
cannot fall, but the angels are elected; the apostle
proves the election of angels. 1 Tim. v. 21. ¢ ¥
charge thee before God and the elect angels.” The
angels are called stars, Job. xxxviii. 7. these angeli-
cal stars are so fixed in their orb of sanctity, that
they cannot have the least erring, or retrograde mo-
tion to sin; and doth not all this set forth the pri-
vilege and comfort of believers? they shall be in
this sense as the angels, in an impossibility of sin.
ning; here it is impossible that we should not sin,
in heaven it is impossible that we should. There we
shall not only be exempted from the act, but from
the capacity of sinning, for we shall be as the an-
gels of God; what a blessed privilege is this! we
that now are accounted as the off-scouring of men,
shall be as the angels.

Oh how may this excite the most profane per-
sons to the study of piety! fly from sin; that will
not make you angels but devils; ¢ follow after ho-
liness;’ it alludes to huntsmen that follow the game
with earnestness; pursue holiness as in a chace:
here is reason enough, you shall not only be with
the angels, but you shall be as the angels; if while
you live, you live as saints, when you die you shal}
be as angels. ‘ i

CHAP. XV,
The Tenth Prerogative Royal.

THE next privilege to come is, the vindication
of names. Fulgentius calls a good name the
godly man’s heir, because it lives when he is dead,
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It is the best temporal blessing, vet all wear not this
garland; those which have a good conscience, have
not always a good name. The old serpent spits his
venom at the godly through the mouths of wicked
men: if Satan cannot strike his fiery dart into our
conscience, he will put a dead fly into-our name..
The people of God are represented to the world in
a very sad manner; how strangely doth a saint look
when he is put in the Devil’s dress! as those primi-
tive christians that were clothed with bear’s skins
and painted with red devils. Job was represented
to the world as an hypocrite, and by his friends too,
which went near to him. Paul was called a sediti-
ous man; and he suffered (in the opinion of some)
as an evil-doer, 2 Tim. ii. 9. ¢ Wherein I suffer trou-
ble as an evil-doer, even unto bonds:’ he did not
only bear Christ’s mark in his body, but in his
name. Qur blessed Saviour was called ¢ a deceiver
of the people.”. It hath ever been the manner of the
wicked world, to paint God’s children in very
strange colours. It is a great sin to defame a saint,
it is murder; better take away his life than his
name; it is a sin which we. can never make him re-
paration for; a flaw in. a man’s credit being like a
blot in white paper, which will never come out.
The defaming of a saint is no less than the defaming
of God himself; the saints have God’s picture
drawn in their hearts: a man cannot abuse the pic-
ture of Ceesar, without some reflection upon Ceesar’s
person. Well, either God will clear his peoples’
mnocency here, which he hath promised, Ps. xxxvii.
6. ¢ And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as
the light:* thy good name may be in a cloud, but
it shall not set in a cloud; or else at the day of
Jjudgment, then there shall be a vindication of
names.

In this life the godly are called the troublers of
Israel, seditious, rebellious and what not? but
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a'day is shortly coming, when God himself will

proclaim their innocency. Believe it, as God will

make inquisition for blood, sofor names; the name

of a saint is precious in God’s esteem, it is like a

statue of gold which the polluted breath of men

cannot stain; and though the wicked may throw

dust upon it, yet as God will wipe away tears from

the eyes of his people, so he will wipe off the dust

from their name. The time is shortly coming when

God will say to us, as once to Joshua, ¢.I have rol-

Jed away the reproach of Egypt from off you:*
even as it was with Christ, the Jews rolled a great

stone upon him, and as they thought, it was im-

possible he should rise again; but an angel came and

rolled away the stone, and he arose in a glorious.
triumphant manner: so it shall be with the godly,

their good names or titles are buried, a stone of oblo-

quy and reproach is rolled upon them; but at the

day of judgment, not an angel, but God himself
will roll away the stone, and they shall come forth

from among the pots, where they have been black-

. ed and sullied, ¢as the wings of a dove covered
with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold.” O

what a blessed day will that be, when God himself
shall be the saints’ compurgator. .

CHAP. XVI.
The Eleventh Prerogative Royal.

THE next blessed privilege, is, the sentence of
absolution. Here take notice of two things,

1. The process in law, Rev. xx. 12.-¢ The books
were opened.” It is a metaphor taken from the man-
ner of our courts of judicature, where there is the.
whole process, every circumstance traversed, and
the witnesses examined: So here, the books are
opened, the book of God’s account, the book of

/
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conscience: now obsefe, € another book was open-
ed, which is the book of life; that is, the book of
God’s decree, the book of free grace, the book
that hath the saints’ names written in it, and their
pardon; and the elect shall be judged out of this
book: surely the sentence cannot be dismal, when
our husband is judge, and will judge us by the book
of life. : -

2. The sentence itself, Matt. xxv. 84. ¢« Come
ye blessed of my Father:* which implies two things,
1. The saints’ acquittance: the - curse is taken off,
they have their discharge in the court of justice, and
shall have the broad seal of heaven, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, all setting their hands to the par-
don, and this Christ shall proclaim. 2. It implies
the saints’ instalment. Come ye blessed. - Asif Christ
should say, ye are the heirs apparent to the crown
of heaven, heaven is your freehold; come in ye
blessed of the Lord, enter upon possession. And
this sentence can never be reversed to eternity: but
as Isaac said, I have blessed him, and he shall be
blessed. At the liearing of this comfortable sentence,
O with what ineffable joy will the saints be filled!
it will be like music in the ear, and a jubilee in the
heart. Even as - Elizabeth once said to the virgin
Mary, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sound-
ed in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for .
joy; so the heart of a believer will leap in bim at
the hearing of this blessed sentence, and be ready
to leap out of him for joy. O what trembling now
among the devils, what triumph among the angels!

CHAP. XVIIL .
The Last Prerogative Royal. ‘

FTHE last privilege to come, is, God will make

a public and honourable mention of all the

good which the saints have done. This I ground
N 3
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upon three scriptures, Matt.axv. 21. ¢ Well done,
thou good and faithful servant.” The world maligns
and censures; when we discharge our conscience
they say ill done; but God will say, well done,
thou good and faithful servant; he will set a trophy
of honour upon his people, Matt. xxv. 35. ¢ I was
an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was
"thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger,.
and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me.” &c.
King Ahasuerus had his book of records; and when
he did read in his book, he took notice of Morde-
cai's good service, and caused him to have public
honour. Be assured, God hath this book of record,
and will openly take notice of all the good service
you have done, and he himself will be the herald
to proclaim your praises, 2 Cor. iv. 5. ¢ Then shall
every man have praise of God.’

I speak this the rather, to encourage you in God’s
service. Perhaps thou hast laid out thyself for the
cause of God, and thou seest Providence blows up-
on it, and thou beginnest to think it was a desperate
venture, all is lost. No, thy faith and zeal is re-
corded, thy name is taken in heaven, and God will

- give thee a public testimony of honour, ¢ Well

done, thou good and faithful servant.” What a
whetstone is this to duty? How should it add oil to
the flame of our devotion? thou perhaps hast pray-
ed a great while, and watered . this seed with thy
tears; be of good comfort, thy tears are not lost;
God bottles them as precious wine, and it is not
long before he will open his bottle, and this wine
which came from the wine-press of thy eyes, shall
sparkle forth in the sight of men and angels. Nay,
God will not only take notice of what we have done
for him, but what we would have done. David
had an intention to build God an house, and the
Lord did interpret it as if he had done it, 1 Kings
- viii, 18. ¢ Whereas it was in thine heart to build
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an house unto my name, thou didst well that it was
in thine heart. Intentional goodness is recorded,
and shall add to our crown. :

What a good God do we serve! who would ever
change such a master! it were, one would think,
enough, that God should give us wages for our
work (especially seeing he gave us ability to work);
but that God should applaud us, Well done! Think
how sweet it will be to hear such a word from God,
how amazing and ravishing, when he shall say open-
ly, these are the servants of the most high God,
these are they that feared an oath, that have wept
in secret for that which it was not in their power to
perform; these are they that have kept their gar-
ments pure, that have valued my favour above life,
that did rather choose to honour me than humour
men: these are they that are willing to wash off the
stains from thie face of religion with their blood,
and to make my crown flourish, though it were in
their ashes. Well done, good and faithful servant,
enter into the joy of your Lord: thus shall it be
done to them whom God delights to honour.

These are those glorious things which are to
come: I have led you to the top of the mount,
and given you a prospect of heaven; I have shewn
it you at the little end of the perspective: I shall say
of this glory of heaven, as once the queen of Sheba
of Solomon’s pomp and magnificence, ¢ The half of
it hath not been told.’

CHAP. XVIIL
" The First Inference drawn from the Proposition.
Use 1. T shews us what ah high valuation and es-
steem we should set upon the godly.

They are, we see, men greatly in favour with God,
as the angel once proclaimed to Daniel, and they
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are invested with glorious privileges; they are of an
heavenly descent, born of the Spirit; and they are
very rich, for they are heirs of the kingdom. God
hath not only laid out some parcels of land, or di-
vided heaven to them, as Canaan was divided to Is-
rael by lot: the tribe of Judah to inhabit in one
country, the tribe of Reuben in another, &c. God,
I say, doth not parcel out heaven thus to the saints:
no, heaven is theirs with all its perquisites, with all
its royalties: there are no enclosures or land-marks
in heaven: there can be no confinement where
every thing is infinite. Oh what an high value and
estimate then should be put upon the saints! they
are heirs: how doth the world respect great heirs?
what honour then should we give to the godly!
They are adopted into all the stately privileges of
heaven. It is true, an heir under age may be kept
short, but how rich is he when possessed of the in-
heritance? how rich shall the saints be, when God
shall pour out of his love, and shall empty all the
treasures of glory into them! The saints are jewels,
but their worth and riches is not known; therefore
they are trampled upon by the world. < It doth not
yet appear what they shall be:” all things are theirs.

CHAP. XIX.
lee Second fogference drawn from the Proposition,

IT shews us a main difference between the godly

and the wicked; the godly man hath all his best,
things to come; the wicked man hath all his worst
things to come: as their way is different, so their
end; ¢ Thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good
things.’” The wicked have all their good things
here; they have not only what heart can wish, but
they have more than heart can wish; their worst
things are to come: why, what is to come? the
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apostle answers, 1 Thes. i. 10. wrath to come. And
here I shall briefly shew you the wicked man’s char-
ter: which consists in five things.

Secr. 1.

1. The awakening of conscience: this is to come.
Conscience is God’s deputy in the soul, his viceroy;
a wicked man doth what he can to unthrone con-
science, and put it out of office. Conscience is God’s
echo, and sometimes it is so shrill and clamorous,
that the sinner cannot endure the noise, but silen-
ceth conscience, and at last by often sinning, con-
science begins to be sleepy and seared ; ¢ having
their conscience seared with a hot iron,” 1 Tim.
iv. 2. this conscience is quiet, but not good ; for
the dumbness of conscience proceeds from the
numbness of it : it is with him as with a sick pa-
tient, who having a confluence of diseases upon him,
yet being asleep, is insensible of the pain. ‘The con-
science of many a man is like the body of Diony-
. sius, so gross and corpulent, that though they did
thrust needles into his flesh, he felt no pain. Time
was when conscience was tender, but by often sin-
ning, he is like the ostrich that can digest iron; or
as it is said of Mithridates, that by often accustom-
ing his body to poison, it never hurt him, but he
could live upon it as his food : that sin which was
before as the wounding of the eye, now is no more
than the cutting of the nail. Well, there is a time
coming when this sleepy conscience shall be awaken-
ed. Belshazzar was drinking wine in bowls, ¢ but
there came out fingers on the wall, and his counte-
nance changed ;> there conscience began to be a-
wakened. Conscience is like a looking-glass; if it be
foul and dusty, you can see nothing in i1t; but wipe
away the dust, and you may see your face in it clear-
1{: there is a time coming when God will wipe off
the dust from the glass of a man’s conscience, and
he shall see his sins clearly represented. Conscience
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is like a lion asleep, when he awakes he roars and
tears his prey: when conscience awakes, then it
roars upon a sinner, and tears him, as the devil did
the man into which he entered ; Mark ix. 22. he
¢ rent him, and threw him into the fire’” When
Moses’ rod was turned into a serpent, he was afraid
and fled from it; oh what is it when conscience is
turned into a serpent! Conscience is like the bee,
if a man doth well, then conscience gives honey, it
apeaks comfort; if he does ill, it puts forth a sting:
it is called a worm, Mark ix. 44. ¢ where the worm
never dies.” It is like Prometheus’ vulture, it lies
ever gnawing: it is God's blood-hound that pur-
sues 2 man. When the jailor saw the prison doors
open, and, as he thought, the prisoners were missing,
be drew his sword and would bave killed himself :
when the eye of conscience is opened, and the sinner
begins to look about him for his evidences, faith,
repentance, &c. and sees they are missing, he will
be ready to Kkill himself: a troubled conscience is
the first-fruits of hell ; and indeed it is a lesser heil.
That it is so, appears two ways:

1. By the suffrage of scripture, Prov. xviii. 14.
¢ A wounded spirit who can bear? a wound in the
name, in the estate, in the body, is sad; but a
wound in the conscience who can bear? especially
when the wound can never be healed ; for I speak
of such as awake in the night of death.

2. By the experience both of good and bad. 1.
By the experience of good men; when the storm
hath risen in their conscience (though afterwards it
hath been allayed) yet for the present, they have
been in the suburbs of hell. David complains of his
broken bones, he was like a man that had all his
bones out of joint. What is the matter ? you may
see where his pain lay, Ps. li. 3. ¢ My sin is ever be-
tore me;’ he was in a spiritual agony : it was not
the sword threatened, it was not the death of the
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child, but it was the roarings of his conscience ;
some of God’s arrows fast stuck there: though God
will not damn his children, yet he may send them
to hell in this life.

2. By the experience of bad men, who have
been in the perpetual convulsions of conscience: I
have sinned, saith Judas: before, he was nibbling at
the silver bait, the thirty pieces ; but now the hook
troubles him,’ conscience wounds him: such was
Judas’s horror, being now like a man upon the
rack, that he hangs himself to quiet his conscience.
This shews what the hell of conscience is; that men
account death easy to get rid of conscience; but in
vain: 1t is with them as with a sick man, he re-
moves out of one room into another, and changeth
the air, but still he carries his disease with him.
Thou mayest think, O sinner, to laugh thy sins out
of countenance; but what wilt thou do when con-
science will begin to fly upon thee, and shall exa-
mine thee with scourgings? It is a mercy when
conscience is awakened in time; but the misery is
when the wound is too late, there being then no
balm in Gilead. '

: Secr. 2.

The second thing to come is, his appearing be-
fore the judge; ¢ For we must all appear before
the judgment-seat.of Christ.” Hierome thought he
ever heard that sounding in his ears, Arise ye dead,
and come to judgment. What solemnity is there
at an assizes, when the judge comes to the bench,
and the trumpets are sounded? thus Christ the
Judge shall be accompanied with angels and arch-
angels, and the trumpets shall be blown; 1 Thess.
iv. 16. < For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-an-
gel, and with the trump of God: this is the great
and general assizes. Then shall Christ sit down
upoan the throne of judicature, holding his sword in
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his hand, and a flame coming out of his mouth."
Now the sinner being summoned before him as a
prisoner at bar, he hath his guilt written in his fore-
head, he is condemned before he comes, I mean in
his conscience, which is the consistory or petty
sessions: and appearing before Christ, he begins to-
tremble and be amazed with horror: and not being
covered with Christ’s righteousness, for want of a
better covering, he cries to the mountains to cover
him: ¢ And the kings and the great men said to the
mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide us from
the face of him that sits on the throne, and from
the wrath of the Lamb:’ nothing so dreadful as the
sight of mercy abused. Now the Lamb will be
turned into a lion, and he who was once a Saviour
will be a judge.
Sect. 8.

The third thing to come is, his charge read: I
will reprove thee, and ¢ set thy sins in order before
thee,” Ps. 1. 21. As God hath a bottle for tears,
so he hath a book to register mens’ sins, Rev. xx. -

-12. ¢ the books were opened.” Oh what a black
charge will be read against a sinner! not only the
sins which have damnation written in their fore-
head, as drunkenness, swearing, blasphemy, shall be
brought into the charge, but those sins which he
slighted, as, :

1. Secret sins, such as the world never took no-
tice of: many a man doth not forsake his sins, but
grows more cunning: with the vintoer, he fulls
down the bush, but his heart gives as much vent to
sin as ever; his care is rather that sin should be co-
vered than cured: not unlike to him that shuts up
his shop wmdows, but follows his trade within
doors: he sits brooding upon sin; he doth with
his sins as Rachel did with her father’s idols, she
put them under her that he might not find them ;
so doth he put his sins in a secret place: all these
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gins shall be set in order before him : Luke xii. 2.
¢ For there is nothing covered that shall not be re-
vealed :* God hath a key for the heart.

2. Little sins, as the world calls them ; though I
know no such thing aslittle treason, the majesty a-
gainst which it is committed, doth accent and in-
hance thesin. * Besides, little sins (suppose them so)
yet multiplied, become great. What is less thana
grain of sand? yet when multiplied, what is heavier
than the sands of the sea? a little sum multiplied is
great; a little sin, unrepented of, will damnj; as one
leak in the ship, if it be not looked to, will sink it.
You would think it is no great matter to forget
God, yet it hath a heavy doom, Ps. 1. 22. The non-
improvement of talents, the world looks upon as a
small thing; yet we read of him that ¢ hid his ta-
lent in the earth,” Matt. xxv. 25. he had not spent
it; only not trading it, is sentenced. .

8. Sins that in the eye of the world were looked
upon as graces; sins that were coloured and mask-
ed over with zeal of God, and good' intentions; &c.
men put fine glosses upon their sins, that they may
obtain credit, and be the more vendible, It 1s said
of Alcibiades, that he embroidered a curtain with
lions and eagles, that he might hide the picture un-
der, full of owls and satyrs. So doth Satan embroi-
der the curtain with the image of virtue, that he
may hide the foul picture of sin under. The devil
is like the spider, first she weaves her web, and then
hangs the flie in it: so he helps men to weave the
web of sin with religious pretences, and then he
hangs them in the snare; all these sins shall be read

in the sinner’s charge, and set in order before him.
' SECT: 4.

4. The next thing is, the passing of the sentence,
Matt. xxv. 41. “Depart from me ye cursed.’ At
the hearing of  this sentence, the heart of a sinner

will be rent thro” with horror; that heart which be-
’ ° 3
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fore would not. bresk with sorrow for sin, shall now
break with despair. At the pronouncing of this
dreadful sentence, * depart from me,’ the sinner-
would be glad if he could depart from himself, and
be annihilsted. O it will be a sad departing! We
use to say, when aman is dead, heis departed; but
this will be a departing without a deceasing. As
soon as Christ hath pronounced the curse, ie sin-
ner will begin to curse himself. Oh what have I
been doing! ¢ I have lain in wait for my own blood;’
I have twisted the cord of my awn damnation.
While he lived, he blessed himself; oh how hm
am I, how doth- providence smile upon me! .
" xlix. 18. ¢ Though whilst he lived he blessed his
soul,” yet when this sentence is passed, he is the firat
that will curse himself. -

SR . Sger. 5. :

,.5. The pouring ‘out of the vial, Psal. Ixxv. 8.
¢ For in the hand ‘of the 'Lord there is a cup, and
the wine is red, it is full of mixture, and he pouretly
ott of the same.”: This is the sad execution : ‘hell is
set-out by Tophet, Isa. xxx. $3. which was a place
situated near Jerisalem, where they offered ‘their
children in the fire- to Moloch.” A metaphor to
figure out the infinite torments of hell: the sinner
shall lie in the furnace of (God’s wrath, and the
breath of the Lord, as a pair bf'bellows, shall blew
the fire. - Hell is said to be prépared, as if God had
been sitting down tostudy and devise some exquisite
torment. Hell'is set ‘out' in one place by fire, and
n another place by darkness: to shew that hell is a
fire without light. The hypocrite, while hé lived,
was all light, no fire ; and in hell he shall be ali fire,
no light; nothing there to give comfort, no music
but the shrieks of the damned ; no wine but what
is burnt with the flame of God’s wrath: ¢ There
shall be weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of
teeth’ The weeping hypacrite shall go to the place
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of weeping : while he lived, he lifted up his eyes in
a false devotion, and now being in hell he shall lift
up his eyes. He that gnashed his teeth at the godly,
shall now have gnashing enough ; before he gnash-
ed in envy, now in despair ; and this for ever. ¢ He
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire ;* the
word unquenchable scorcheth hotter than the fire.
The fire of hell is like that stone in Arcadia, I have
read of, which being once kindled, could not be ex-
tinguished. Eternity is the hell of hell ; the loss of
the soul is irreparable : if all the angelsin heaven
should go to make a purse, they could not make up
this loss. When a sinner is in hell, shall another
Christ be found to die for him? or will the same
Christ be crucified aghin? oh no; they are ever-
lasting burnings. Thus the sinner hath all worst
things to come; but a believer hath all his best
things to come, the things which eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, viz. the beatifical vision, the chry-
stal streams of joy that run at God’s right hand:
his heaven is to come. -~

' CHAP. XX.

A Serious Scrutiny about the Believer's Charter.
: Use 2.

.I Hear, methinks, a christian say, Great are the
- privileges of a believer; but I fear I have no title
to this glorious charter: all depends upon an inter-
~ est. Were there a dispute about our estate, whether
such an inheritance did belong to us, we-would de-
sire that there should be a trial in law to decide it.
Here is a large inheritance, things present and
things to come ; but the question is, whether we
are ﬁe true heirs to whom it belongs? now for the
deciding this, we must seriously examine what right
we have to Christ; for all this estate is made over
to us through Christ: so in the text, ¢ All things
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are yours, and ye are Christ’s :” there comes in the
title. Jesus Christ is the great magazine and store-
house of a christian, he hath purchased heaven in
his blood; now if we can say we are Christ’s, then
we may say, all things are ours.

. Quest. But how shall we know that we.are
Christ’s. »

Ans. Those that are Christ’s, Christ is in them,
2 Cor. xiii. 5. < Know ye not that Christ is in you?

Quest, But how shall we know that?

Ans. If we are in the faith. It is observable, be-
fore the apoatle had said, ¢ Know ye not that Christ
is in you ;’ first he puts this query, ¢ Examine whe-
ther you are in the faith.” Christ is in you, if you
are in the faith: here lies the question, Have you
faith? Now for the deciding this, I shall shew,

The antecedents, the concomitants, the genuine
act, and the fruits of faith.

SEct. 1. Shewing the Antecedents. of Faith.

1. Antecedent is knowledge. Faith is an intelli-
gent grace; though there can be knowledge with-
out faith, yet there can be no faith without know-
ledge. ¢ They that know thy name will put their
trust in thee,” Ps. ix. 10. one calls it, quick-sighted
faith. Knowledge must carry the torch before faith,”
2 Tim. i. 12. ¢ For I know whom I have believed.”
As in Paul’s conversion, a light from heaven ¢ shin-
ed round about him,” Acts ix. 8. so before faith be
wrought, God shines in with a light upon the un-
derstanding. A blind faith is as bad as a dead faith :
that eye may as well be said to be a good eye,
which is without sight; as that faith is good which
is without knowledge. Devout ignorance damns;
which condemns the church of Rome, that think
it a piece of their Religion to be kept in ignorance;
these set up an altar to an unknown God. . They

L]
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say ignorance is the mother of devotion; but sure
where the sun is set in the understanding, it must
needs be night in the affections. So necessary is
knowledge to the beihg of faith, that the scriptures
do sometimes baptize faith with the name of know-
ledge, Isa. liii. 11. ¢ By his knowledfe shall my
righteous servant justify many; knowledge is put
there for faith, and this knowledge which is antece-
daneous to faith and doth usher it in, consists in the
apprehension of four things: the soul through this
optic glass of knowledge sees,

1. A preciousness in Christ, ¢ he is the chief of
ten thousand.” Christ. was never poor but when
he had on our rags; there is nothing in Christ but
what is precious: he is precious in his name, in his
nature, in his influences, in his privileges; he is cal-
led a precious stone, Isa. xxviii. 16. he must needs

. be a precious stone who hath made us living stones,

1 Pet. ii. 5. -
2. A fulness in Christ, the fulness of the God.
head. Col. ii. 9. ¢ all fulness,” Col. i. 19. a fulness
of merit, his blood able to satisfy Ged’s justice; a
fulness of spirit, his grace able to supply our wants.
8. A suitableness in Christ; notEing .can be sa-
tisfactory but what is suitable; if a man be hungry,
bring him fine flowers, this is not suitable, he de-
sires food; if he be sick, bring him ‘music, this is
not suitable, he desires physic. In this sense there
is a suitableness in Christ to the soul: there is a fit-
ness as well as.a fulness; he is (as Origen speaks)
whatever is desirable; if we hunger, he is the food
of the soul, therefore he is called the bread of life;
if we age sick unto death, his blood is the balm of
Gilead: he may be compared to the trees of the
sanctuary, which were both for meat and medicine,
Ezek. xlvii. 12, ‘
4. A propenseness and readiness in Christ to give
out his fulness: there is bounty in Christ as well as
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beauty, Isa.lv..1. ¢ Ho, every one that thirsteth,
.come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money,
buy and eat,” &c. Behold, at what a low price doth
God set his heavenly blessings! it is but thirsting:
bring but desires. Behold the prorenseness in Christ
to dispense and give out his fulnessi buy without
money. A strange kind of buying! as he is all ful-
ness, 3o he is all sweetness, of a noble and generous
dispositioh. This is the lenocinium and enticer of
the affections; this draws the eyes and heart of a
sinner after him. What are the promises but
Christ’s golden sceptre held forth? what are the
motions of the Spirit, but Jesus Christ coming a
wooing; and such a knowledge of Christ doth ne-
cessarily precede and go before faith; now the soul
begins to move towards him.

- 2. The second antecedent to faith is credence; a
setting our seal to the -truth of the word; a giving
credit to that which the word asserts concerning
Christ: viz. that he is the true Messiah, that there
is no other name under heaven whereby we can be
saved; that whosoever believes in him shall not
rish; that he delights in mercy. It is delightful to
the mother (saith Chrysostom) to have her breasts
drawn: so 1t is pleasing to Christ, that sinners
should draw the breasts of the promises. An assent,
and giving credence to all that the scripture holds
forth concerning Christ, is necessary to precede
faith. Dogmatical faith goes before justifying. .
~-.8, The third preparatory or antecedent to faith
is, deep conviction and humiliation; the seed that
wanted depth of earth withered: so will faith that
is not laid in deep humiliation. Christ is never
sweet till sin is bitter; he never gives ease but to
them that feel their burthen, Matt. xi. 28. and in-
deed, till a man feel his burden, he canno! cast it
upon Christ: a man must see himself lost. Many-
- mre lost for want of losing, Acts ii. 37. ¢ they were
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pricked at their hearts,” &c. as if a bladder were.
pricked and the wind let out: so the flatus, or
swelling of pride, was let out by humiliation, Rom..
vii. 9. ¢ when the commandment came sin revived
- and I died:’ asif Paul had said, when the law of
God came, and shewed me the spots of my soul, sin
revived; sin began to appear in its bloody colours,
striking horror and amazement into my soul, and I
died: the good opinion which before I had of my-
self did die, I was as one that gives up the ghost.
As'it was with the people of lsrael, they saw the
Red Sea before them, and Pharach pursuing be-
hind. So the sinner after some legal bruisings,
being affrighted, sees the sea of his sins before rea-
dy to swallow him up, and the justice of God pur-
suing and ready to overtake him, and no way to
extricate or help himself, onlfr there is a brazen ser-
t lifted up, and if he can look upon that he may
 saved. | .
4. The fourth antecedent to faith is abrenuncia-
tion, aor a disclaiming and renouncing any thing in
a man’s self that can save: this is certain, before a
man can come to Christ, he must come out of him.
self, before he can trust in Christ he must despair
in himself, Phil. iii. 7. ¢ Not baving mine own righ-
teousness.” Men would have something of)their
own to trust to; they would bow down to their own
ighteousness, their duties and moralities, Rom. x.
8. .Ohbut if ye will lean on Christ, throw away
these.rotten crutches; you must use duty, as the
dove did her wings to fly, but trust to Christ the .
ark for safety. A man must be first transplanted;
taken out of the old soil; have nothing of his qwn
to grow upon, before he can be ingrafted into Christ
the true olive; as-the angel said to Mary when she
looked for Christ in the sepulchre, ¢ he is not here,’
Matt. xxviii. 6. So I may say to that man who
seeks to make a Christ of bis duties, and moral ex-
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cellencies, Christ is not here, you must look higher;
salvation is not to be found within thee, but in
something without thee, in something above thee.

5. The fifth antecedent, or that which goes be-
fore faith, is a secret persuasion in the soul of man,
that Christ is willing to shew mercy to him in parti-
cular, Mark x. 49. ¢ arise, he calleth thee: so the
Spirit secretly whispers to the soul, arise out of thy
sins, Jesus Christ calleth thee; he bids thee believe
in him. Then the soul begins to think thus, did
Jesus Christ come to save sinners, such as are hum-
ble and penitent? doth he not ouly invite them,
but command them to believe .in him, 1 John. iii.
28, then why do I not believe? what ‘is it keeps
me off from Christ? is it my unworthiness? behold
there is merit enough in Christ to make me worthy: -
is it my impurity? ¢ the blood of Jesus cleanseth
from all sin,” 1 John i. 7. his blood is a balsam to
heal me, a laver to wash me: and though I have
nothing whereby to ingratiate myself into his fa-
vour, yet my comfort is, Jesus Christ doth not re-
quire that I should carry any thing to him, but,
fetch something from him. I need carry no water
to this well of salvation, only an empty vessel, an
humble broken heart. Why then should I hold off
from Christ any- lon%;r, if God ¢ justifies the un-
godly, Rom. iv. 5. Why then should not I think
that there is mercy for me? sure there is; methinks
I see Christ beckoning to me to come to him, ‘me-
thinks I hear the soundings of his bowels: these
are the preparations to faith.

Secr. 2. Shewing the Concomitants of Faith.

2. The concomitants of faith which are, 1. Con-
sent. Thesoul now consents to have Christ, and to
have him upon his own terms. 1. As an Head.
The head hath & double office: it is the fountain of
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spirits, and the seat of government; the head is as
it were the pilot of thebody, it rules and steers it in its
motion; the believer consents to have Christ, not on-
ly asan head to send forth spirits, that is comfort, but
as an head to rule. A sinner would take Christ’s
promises, but not his laws: he would be under
Christ’s benediction, but not his jurisdiction. A be-
liever cousents to have whole Christ; he doth not
pick and choose; but as he expects to sit down
with Christ upon the throne, so he makes his heart
Christ’s throne.

2. The believer consents to have Christ for bet-
ter for worse, a naked Christ, a persecuted Christ:
for he sees a beauty and glory in the reproaches of
Christ,. 1 Pet. iv. 14. and will have Christ not only
in purple, but when with John Baptist he is cloth-
ed in camel’s hair; he can embrace the fire if
Christ be in it: he looks upon the cross as Jacob’s
ladder by which he ascends up to heaven; he saith,
Blessed be that affliction, welcome that cross which
carries Christ upon it.

. 8, He consents to have Christ purely for love:

if the wife should give her consent only for her hus-
band’s riches, she would marry his estate rather than
his person, it were not properly to make a marriage
with hitn, but rather to make a merchandise of him.
The believer consents for love: he loves Christ for
Christ. Heaven without Christ is not a sufficient .
dowry for a believer; there is nothing adulterate
in his consent, it is not sinister; there is nothing
forced, it is not for fear; that were rather con-
straint than consent; a consent forced will not hold
in law; it is voluntary; the beauty of Christ’s per-
sou and the sweetness of his disposition draws the
will, which as the primum mobile, or master-wheel,
carries the whole soul with it. ,

4. The believer consents to have Christ, never to
part morg; he would have an uninterrupted com-

P . ' 3
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munion with him; he will part with life but not -
with Christ; indeed death, when it slips the knot
between the soul and the body, it ties it faster be-
tween the soul and Christ. :

5. The believer doth so consent to have Christ,
as he makes a deed of gift, resigning up all the in-
terest in himself to Christ: he is willing to lose his
own name, and surname himself by the name of
Christ: to lose his own will and be wholly at Christ’s
disposal, 1 Cor. vi. 19. he resigns up his love to
Christ: in this sense the spouse is said to be a spring
‘shut up, Cant. iv. 12. she hath love for relations,
but the best of her love is kept for Christ: the
world hath the milk of her love, but Christ hath
the cream of it. The choicest and purest of her
love is a spring shut up, it is broached only for
Christ to drink.

2. The second concomitant of faith is desire;
Psal. xlii. 1. ¢ As the hart panteth after the water-
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee O God!?” Oh
(saith the soul) that I had Christ, that I might but
touch the hem of his garment! ¢ Oh that one would
give me drink of the water of thé well of Bethle-
. hem! 2 Sam, xxiii. 15. "So saith the thirsty sinner,
who will give me to drink of those streams of living
water, that ryn in Christ’s blood? O that I had
this morning star, to enlighten me; this pearl of
price, to enrich me; this tree of life, to quicken
me. Oh that I had a sight of Christ’s beauty, a taste
of his sweetness! there is such a thirst raised in the
soul, that nothing can quench it but the blood of
Christ: nothing but the breast will quiet the child;
nothing will quiet the longing soul, but God’s open-
- ing the breasts of free-grace, and giving his Son
out of his bosom. ’

8. The third concomitant of faith is a spirit of
contrition: the soul is even melted into tears, Zech.
xii, 10. ¢ They shall look upon me whom they have
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pierced, and shall mourn,” The Spirit of grace drops
as dew upon the heart, and makes it soft and tender.
The poor sinner weeps for his sins of unkindness a-
gainst Christ: Oh, saith he, that I should sin against
so sweet a Saviour! he looks upon a broken Christ
with a broken heart; he washeth Christ’s wounds
with his tears; before, he wept for fear; now, he
weeps for loye; Mary stood at Jesus’ feet weepiag,
Luke vii.

Sect. 8. Shewing the genuine Act of Faith.

8. Then follows the genuine and proper act of
faith, namely recumbency. The soul doth rest up-
on Christ, and Christ alone for salvation: this is
the very door by which we enter into heaven. Faith
casts itself upon Christ, as a man that casts himself
upon the stream toswim: the believer stays himself
upon Christ, therefore faith is called a ¢ leaning up-
on Christ,’ Cant. v. -8. Believers are called lively
stones, 1 Pet. ii. 5. and they rest upon Christ the
corner-stone, Isa. xxviii. 16. the believer catcheth
bold of Christ, as Adonijah caught hold of the
horns of the altar, 1 Kings i. 51. or as a man that
is sinking catcheth hold of a bough; faith makes
an holy adventure upon Christ, as Queen Esther
did upon king Ahasuerus, ¢ If 1 perish, I perish,’
Esther iv. 16. and this adventuring upon Christ,
is by virtue of a promise: else it is not faith, but
presumption. Faith hath its warrant in its hand,
John vi. 37. he ¢that comes to me, I will in no
wise cast out.’

This is the proper act of faith, the soul’s rest-
ing with an humble atfiance upon Jesus Christ.
Saint Bernard, being a little before his death (as he -
thought) brought before God’s tribunal, and Satan
- standing at his right hand to accuse him for his
sins, he runs to Christ, and saith he, Satan I am
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sinful and unworthy as thou sayest, but though thou
dost magnify my disease, 1 will magnify my physi.
cian. I know the Lord Jesus hath a double right
to the kingdom of glory, not only by heritage, but
conquest; and he hath conquered for me. So that
I am not confounded while I look on Christ as my
Saviour, and heaven as my inheritance: and it was
a saying of Austin, I can rest securely while I lay
my head on Christ’s bleeding sides.

Now concerning this faith I shall lay down two
rules. 1. That faith justifies not as a formal cause,
but purely as an instrument, viz. as it lays hold on
Christ the blessed object, and fetcheth in his fulness:
and in this sense it i1s called a precious faith: the
worth lies not in the faith, but in Christ, on which
it doth centre and terminate; faith in itself consi-
dered, is not more excellent than other graces. Take
a piece of wax, and a piece of gold of the same
magnitude, the wax is not valuable with the gold;
but as the wax hangs at the label of some will, by
virtue of which a great estate is confirmed and con-
veyed, so it may be worth many hundred pounds.
So faith considered purely in itself, doth challenge
nothing more than other graces, nay in some sense,
it is inferior, it being an empty hand: but as this
hand receives the precious alms of Christ’s merits,
and is an instrument or channel throngh which the
blessed streams of life flow to us from him; so it
doth challenge a superiority above other graces.

Indeed some affirm, that the very act of believing
without reference to the merits of Christ, justifies:
to which I shall say but this, 1. Faith cannot justi-
fy, as it is an act, for it must have an object: we
cannot (if we inake good sense) separate between
the act and the object. What is faith, if it do not
fix upon Christ, but fancy? It was not tiespeople
of Israel’s looking up that cured them, but the fix-
ing their eye upon the brazen scrpent. 2. Faith
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doth not justify as it is a grace: this were to substi-
tute faith in Christ’s room, it were to make a Christ
of faith., TFaith is a good grace but a bad Christ.
8. Not as a work; which must needs be, if the
stress and virtue of faith lies only in the act, and
then we should be justified by works, contrary to
that, Eph. ii. 9. where the apostle saith expressly,
¢ not of works.” So thatit is clear, faith’s excellen-
cy lies in the apprehending and applying the object
Christ : therefore in scripture we are said to be jus-
tified through faith as an instrument deputed; not
for faith as a formal cause. :

The second rule is, that faith doth not justify, as
it doth exercise grace. It cannot be denied but faith
hath an influence upon the graces; it is like a sil-
ver thread that runs through a chain of pearl; it
puts strength and vivacity into all the virtues; but it
doth not, justify under this nction. Iaith begets
obedience: by faith Abraham obeyed, but Abra-
ham was not justified as he obeyed, but as he be-
lieved. Faith works by love, but. it doth not justify
as it works by love. For as the sun shines by his
brightness, not by his heat (though both are insepa-
rably joined) ; so faith and love are tied together
by an indissoluble knot, yet faith doth not justify as
it works by love, but as it lays hold on Christ.
Though faith be accompanied with all the graces,
yet in point of justification, it is alone, and hath no-
thing to do with any of the graces. Hence that
speech of Luther, In the justification of a sinner,
Christ and faith are alone; as the bridegroom and
 bride in the bed-chamber. = Faith'is never separated
from the graces, yet sometimes it is alone. And
thus I have shewn you the essentials of faith,

Seer. 4. Shewing what are the Fruits and Pro-
" ducts of Faith. :

I proceed to the consequentials of faith. There’
are many rare and supernatural fruits of faith.

Library ef the .
UNION TREGLGAICAL SEMINARY
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1. Faith is an heart-quickening grace, it is the
vital artery of the soul : ¢ The just shall live by his
- faith,” Hab. ii. 4. When we begin to believe, we
begin to live. Faith grafis the soul into Christ, as
the scion into the stock, and fetcheth all its sap and
juice from the blessed vine. Faith is the great quick-
ener; it quickens our graces and our duties.

1. Faith quickens our graces; the Spirit of God
infuseth all the seeds and habits, but faith is the
fountain of all the acts of grace ; it is as the spring
in the watch that moves the wheels: not a grace
stirs till faith set it a work. How doth love work ?
By faith! When I apprebend Christ’s love, this
doth pullize and draw up my love to him again.
How doth humility work? By faith! Faith hum-
bles the soul; it hath a double aspect; it looks up-
on sin, and a sight of sin humb{)es: it looks upon
free-grace, and a sight of mercy humbles. How
doth patience work? By faith! If I believe God
is a wise God, who knows what is best for me, and -
can delivér not only from afiliction, but by afflic-
tion : this spins out patience. Thus faith is not
only viva, but vivifica: it puts forth a divine ener-
gy and operation into all the graces. '

2. Faith animates and quickens our duties. What
was the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin?
It was their faith in the Messiah, that made their
dead sacrifices become living sacrifices. What are
ordinances but a dumb shew, without the breathings
of faith in them ? therefore in scripture it is called
the prayer of faith, the hearing of faith, and the
obedience of faith: dead things have no beauty in
them, it is faith that quickens and beautifies.

3. Faith is an heart-purifying grace : ¢ Having
purified their hearts by faith,” Acts xv. 9. Faith is
a virgin grace, of a pure and heavenly nature. Faith
is in the soul as Jightning in the air, which purgeth;
4s fire in the metals, which refines; as physic in the
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body, which works out the disease. Faith works
out pride, self-love, hypoctisy : it consecrates the
heart: that which was before the devil’s thorough-
fare, is now made God’s enclo8ure, 1 Tim. dii. 9.
¢ Holding the mystery of faith in a pure conscience.’
‘Faith is an heavenly plant, which will not grow
in an impure soil. Faith doth not only justify,
but sanctify : as it hath one work in heaven, so it’
hath another work in the heart. He that before was
under the power of some hereditary corruption, as
soon as faith is wrought, there is a sacred virtue
coming from Christ, for the enervating and weak-
. ening that sin: ¢ the waters are abated.” The wo-
man that did but touch the hem of Christ’s gar-
ment, felt virtue coming out of him. The touch of
faith hath an healing power: faith casts the devil
out of the castle of the heart, though still he keeps
the out-works. Satan hath a party in a believer,
but there is a duel fought every day : and faith will
‘never -%ive over, till, as a prince, it prevails. ¢ This
" is the faith of God’s elect.” Thou that sayest thou
believest, hath thy faith removed the mountain of
sin, and cast it into the sea? What, a believer, and
a drunkard! a believer, and a swearer! a believer,
and an apostate! for shame! either leave thy sins,
or leave thy profession : Faith and the love of sin
can no more stand together, than light and dark-
ness. :
4. Faith is an heart-pacifying grace ; peace is the
daughter of faith, Rom. v. 1.°¢ Being justified by
faith we have peace with God;’ faith is the dove
that brings an olive-branch of peace in its mouth:
faith presents God reconciled, and that gives peace.
What is it makes heaven, but the smile of God ?
Faith puts the soul into Christ, and there is peace,
John xvi. ult. ¢ That in me ye may have peace.’
When the conscience is in a fever, and burns as
kell, faith opens the orifice in Christ’s side, and
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sucks in his blood, which hath a cooling and paci-
fying virtue in it. Faith gives us peace in trou-
ble, nay, out of trouble. 1. It gives peace in trou-
ble: Faith is an leart-pacifying, because an heart-
szcuring grace. When Noah wasin the ark, he did
not fear the deluge ; he could sing in the ark. Faith
shuts a believer into the ark, Christ: ¢ Lead me to
the rock which is higher than I,” was David’s pray- .
er. Iaith plants the soul upon this rock. The West
Indians built their palaces” upon the tops of hills:
in the flood the waters covered the hills: but a be-
Jiever is built higher: Isa. xxxiii. 16. His place of"
defence shall be the munition of rocks: but a man
may starve upon a rock ; therefore it follows, bread
shall be given him, &c. Faith builds a christian up-
on the power, wisdam, faithfulness of God: This
is the munition of rocks : and it feeds him with the
hidden manna of God’s love: here is bread given
him. The way to be safe in evil times, is to get
faith; this ushers in peace, and it is such a peace
as doth garrison the heart, Phil. iv. 7. ¢ The peace
of God shall keep your heart ; it shall keep it as in
a tower or gatrison. 2. Faith gathers peace out of
trouble ; joy out of sorrow; glory out of reproach.
This is. the key to Sampson’s riddle, ¢ out of the
eater came meat ;’ this explains that paradox, ¢ Can
a man gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ?°
Yes, of trials and persecutions, faith gathers joy
and peace: here are figs of thistles. How were the
martyrs ravished in the flames! the Apostles were
whipt in prison, but it was with sweet-briar.. O how
sweet is that peace which faith breeds? it is a plant
of the heavenly paradise; it is a christian’s festival ?
it is his music: 1t is as Chrysostome speaks, the an-
ticipation of heaven. ,

‘5. Faith is an heart-strengthening grace: a be-
liever is heart of oak, he is strong to resist tenta-
tion, to bear afflictions, to foil corruptions; he



THE CHRISTIAN’S CHARTER, 115

gives check to them, though not full mate. -An un-
believer is like Rueben, unstable as water, he shall
not excel. A state of infidelity, is a state of impo-
tency. A" believer is as Joseph, who though the
archers shot at him, his bow abode in strength. If
a christian  be to do any thing, he consults with
faith ; this is the sinew, which if it be cut, all his
strength goes from him. When he is called out to
suffering, he harnesseth himself with faith, he puts
on this coat of mail ; faith lays in suffering strength,
furnisheth the soul with suffering promises, musters
__together suffering graces, propounds suffering re-
wards.

But how comes faith to be so strong? Ans. 1.
Because it is a piece of God’s armour; it is a shield -
he puts into our hand: Eph. vi. 16, * Above all,
taking the shield of faith:’ a shield will serve for a
breast-plate, a sword, if need be, an helmet; it de-
fends the head, it guards the vitals ; such a shield
1s faith. 2. Faith brings the Strength of Christ into
the soul ; Phil. iv. 18. ¢ I can do all things through
Christ that strengthens me. The strength of faith
lies out of itself, it grafts upon another stock. When
it would have wisdom, it consults with Christ,
whose name is Wonderful, Counselior; when it

- would have strength, it goes to Christ, who is cal-
led the Lion of the tribe of Judah. Christ is a chris~
tian’s armoury, faith is the key that umlocks it.
Faith hangs upon the lock of Christ, all its strength
Iies here; cut it off from this lock, and it is weaker
than any other grace. <Christ may be compared to
that tower of David, on which there hung a thou-
sand bucklers, all shields of mighty men : the faith
of all the elect, these shields hang upon Christ.
Faith is an heroical grace; the crown of martyr.
dom is set upon the head of faith. ¢ By faith they
quenched the violence of the fire;’ the fire over-

' Q 4
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came their bodies, but their faith evercame the .

flame. ' v

. 5. Faith is a life-fructifying grace, it is fruitful.
Julian, vpbraiding the christians, said, that their
motto was, ¢ only believe;’ and the papists call us
solifidians. Indeed, when faith is alone, and views
all the rare beauties in Christ, then faith sets a low
value and esteem upon works ; but when faith goes:
abroad in the world, good works are the hand-.
maids that wait on this queen. Though we place
. faith in the highest orb, in matter of justification,
yet good works are in conjunction with it in matter
of sanctification. It is no wrong to good works to-
give faith the upper hand, which goes hand in hand
with Christ. Good works are not separated from
faith, only faith challengeth its seniority, Faith be-
leves asif'it did not work, and it works as if it did not
believe, Faith hath Rachel’s eye, and Leah’s womb =
Rom. vii. 4. ¢ That ye should be married to ano-
ther, even to him who is raised from the dead,. that
ye should bring forth fruit unto God.” Faith is that
spouse-like grace which marries Christ, and good
works are the children which faith bears.

Thus having briefly shewn you the nature of”
faith, I now come to. the reflexive act : Have yow
faith or not? And here let me turn myself, first to-
unbelievers, such as cannot find that they have this-
uniting, this espousing. grace ; What shall I say to-
you ; Go-home and mourn; think with yourselves,.
what if you should die- this night? what if God
should send you a letter of summons to surrender &
what would become of you? you want that grace
which should entitle you to Christ and heaven : oh,.
I say,” mourn: yetmourn not as them without hope,
for in the use of means you may recover a title. . I
know it is otherwise in our law-courts ;. if a title to.
an estate be once lost, it can never be recovered =
but it is otherwise here; though thou hast ne-title:
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to Christ to day, yet thou mayest recever a title:
thou hast not sinned away the hope of a title, un-
less thou hast sinned away the sense of sinning. To
such as are resolved to go on in sin, I have not a
word to say, they are upon the spur to go to hell :
but to you that have been prodigal sons, but are -
now taking up serious resolutiens to give a bill of
divorce to your sins, let me encourage you to come
1o Christ, and te throw yourselves upen his blood ;
for yet a title to heaven is recoverable.

Obj. 1. But saith the sinner, is there hope of
mercy for me? sure this is too good news to be
true : J would believe, and repent, but I am a great
sinner. Ans. And whoem else doth Christ come to
save! whom doth God justify but the ungodly? did
Christ take our flesh on him, and not our sins?

2. But my sins are of no ordinary dye?

Ans. And is net Christ’s bloed of a deeper pur-
ple than thy sins? is there not more virtue in the
-one, than there can be venom in the other? what
if the devil doth magnify thy sins? canst not thou
magnify thy physician? cannot God drown one sea
in another, thy sins in the ocean of his mercy?

3. But my sins are of a long standing.

Ans. Asif Christ’s bleod were only for new and.
fresh wounds: we read that Christ raised not only
the daughter of Jairus, who was newly dead, and
the widow’s son who was carried forth to burying ;
but Lazarus, who had lain four days in the grave,
and began to putrify: and hath Christ less virtue
now in heavea than he had upon earth? if thine be
an old wound, yet the medicine of Christ’s blood,
applied-by faith, is able to heal it: therefore sink
not in these quick-sands of despair. Judas his de-
spair was worse in some sense than his treason. I
would not encourage any to'go on in sin,God forbid:
it is sad to have old age and old sins. It is hard to
pull up an old tree that is rooted, it is easier to cut

)
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it down for the fire; but let not such despair : God
can give an old sinner a new heart, he can ¢ make
springs in the desart.” Have not-others been set
£rth as patterns of mercy, who have come in at the
twelfth hour ? therefore break off thy league with
sin, throw thyself into Christ’s arms; say, Lord Je-
sus thou hast said, Those which come to thee, thou
wilt in no wise cast out. .

2. Let me turn myself to the people of God,
such as upon a serious scrutiny with their own
hearts, have ground to believe that they have faith,
and being in the faith, are ingrafted into Christ.
Read over your charter, ¢ All things are yours:’
things present and to come: you are the heir on
which God hath settled all these glorious privileges.
¢ Give wine,” saith Solomon, ¢ to them that are of
heavy hearts.” But while I am going to pour in
this wine of consolation, methinks I hear the chris-
tian sadly disputing against himself that he hath no
right to this charter,

CHAP. XXI,
The Believer's Objections answered.

THERE are three great objections which he
~makes, ,

Object. 1. Alas, saith he, I cannot tell whether
I have faith or no.

Ans. Hast thou no faith ? how didst thou come to
see it? 2 blind man cannot see: thou canst not see
the lack of grace, but by the light of grace. .

Quest., But sure, if I had faith I should discern it?

Ans. 1. Thou mayest-have faith, and not know
it: a man may seek for that sometimes which he
hath in his hand. Mary was with Christ, she saw

“him, she spake with him, yet her eyes were held
that she did not know it was Christ: the child lives
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in the womb, yet doth not know that it lives. 2. -
Faith oft lies hid in the heart, and we see it not for
want of search ; the fire lies hid in the embers, but
blow aside the ashes and it is discernable : faith may
‘be hid under fears, temptations; but blow away
the ashes. Thou prizest faith; hadst thou a thou-
sand jewels lying by, thou wouldst part with all for.
this jewel: no man can prize grace but he that
hath it.” Thou desirest faith; the true desire of
faith, is faith. Thou mournest for want of faith;
dispute not, but believe: what are these tears but
the seeds of faith, ‘
Olject. 2. But my faith is weak, the hand of it
so tremblgg, that I fear it will hardly lay hold upon
Christ. ' i
Ans. There are seven things which I shall say in
reply to this. 1. A little faith is faith; as a spar-
- kle of fire is fire. Though the pearl of faith be lit-
tle, yet if it be a true pearl, it shines in God’s eyes.
This little grace is the seed of God, and it shall ne.
ver die, but live az a sparkle in the main sea. 2. A
weak faith will entitle us to Christ as well asa
stronger : ¢ To them that have obtained like preci-
ous faith,” 2 Pet. i. 1. not but that there are degrees
of faith ; as faith purifies, so all faith is not alike,
one is more than another; but as faith justifies, so
faith is alike precious; the weakest faith justifies as
well as the faith of the most eminent saint; a weak
hand will receive the alms: for a man to doubt of
his grace because it is weak, is rather to rely upon
grace than upon Christ. 8. The promise is not
made to strong faith, but to true. The promise doth
not say, Whoever hath a faith that can remove
mountains, that can stop the moutbs of lions, shall
‘be saved ; but whoever believes, be his faith never
8o small : the promise is made to true faith, and for
the most part to weak. What is a grain of mustard
seed, what is a bruised reed, but the emblem of a

N
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weak faith ? {et the promise is made to these: < A
bruised reed he will not break.” The words are a
meiosis, where the lesser is put for the greater. He
will not break, that is, he will bind up: though
Christ chides a weak faith, yet that it may not be
discouraged, he makes a promise to it. Hierome
observes upon the beatitudes, there are many of the
promises made to weak grace, Matt. v. 3. « Blessed
are the poor in spirit ; blessed are they that mourn,
ver. 4. blessed are they that hunger,’ ver. 5.

4. A weak faith may be fruitful ; weakest things
do multiply most. The vine is a weak tree, it is
borne up and under-propt, but it is fruitful; it is
made in scripture the emblem of fruitfuloess. The
thief on the cross, when he was newly converted,
had but a weak faith; but how many precious
clusters grew upon that vine! Luke xxiii. 40. he
chides his fellow-thief ; ¢ Dost thou not fear God
he falls to self-judging, ¢ we indeed suffer justly :*
he believes in Christ when he says, ¢ Lord’ (he
makes an heavenly prayer) ¢ remember me when

“thou comest into thy kingdom:’ here was a young
plant, but very fruitful. Weak christians oft are
most fruitful in affections; how strong is the first
ove, which is after the first planting of faith!

5. A Christian may mistake, and think he is weak
in faith because he is weak in assurance, whereas
faith may be strongest when assurance is weakest ;
assurance is rather the fruit of faith: the woman of
Canaan was weak in assurance, but was strong in
faith. Christ gives her three repulses, but her faith
stands the shock ; she pursues Christ with an holy
obstinacy of faith, insomuch that Christ sets a tro-
phy of honour upon her faith, ¢ O woman, great is
thy faith:’ it may be a strong faith, though it doth
not see the print of the nails: it is an heroical faith
that can swim against wind and tide, believe against
kope. Christ sets the crown upon the head of faith,
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not of assurance, John xx. 29. ¢ Blessed are they
that have not seen, and yet have believed.’
9. God hath most care of weak believers; the
. mother tends the weak child most: ¢ God will ga-
ther the lambs with his arms, and carry them in bis
bosom.” The Lord hath a great care of his weak
tribes: when Israel marched towards Canaan, the
tribes were divided into several companies or bri-
gades: now it is observable, all the weak tribes
_were not put together, lest baply they should dis-
eourage-one another, and so have fainted in their
march : but God puts a strong tribe to two weak
~tribes ; as Issachar, Zebulun, two weak tribes, and
Judah a victorious tribe ; therefore he gives the
lion in his standard : surely this was not without a.
mystery, to shew what care God hath of his weak
ehildren : Christ the lion of the tribe of Judah shall
_be joined to them. :
7. Weak faith is a growing faith. It is resem-
bled by the grain of mustard-seed, of all seeds the
. beast; but when it is grown, it is the ¢ greatest
among herbs, and beeometh a tree, so that the birds
of the air came and lodged in the branches thereof.”
. Faith muost have a growing time; the seed springs
up by degrees, first the blade, and then the ear ;
and then the full corn in the ear: the strongest
faith hath sometimes been weak. The faith that
hath been renowned in the world, was once in its
infancy and minority: grace is like the waters of
“the sanctuary, which did rise higher and higher.
Wait on the ordinances, these are the breasts to
"nourish faith : be not discouraged at thy weak faith;
though it be now in the blossom and bud, it will
come to the full flower. ]
- Olject. 8. Bat saith a child of God, I fear I am
not elected. .. -
~Ans. What! a believer, and not elected? who
told thee thou wert not elected ? hast thou any skill
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in the black book of reprobation? the angels can~
not unclasp this book, and wilt thou meddle with
it? which,is our duty to study, God’s secret will,
or his revdaled ? It-is a sin for any man to say he
is a reprodate ; that which keeps him in sin must
needs be a sin; but this opinion keeps him in sin,
it cuts the sinews of endeavour. Who will take
paing for heaven that gives himself up for lost? ‘O
believer, be of good comfort, thou needest not look
into the book of God’s decree, but look into the
book of thy heart, see what is written there: he
‘that finds the Bible copied out into his heart, his
natare transfogghied, the bias of his will changed, the
- signature arid epgravings of the Holy Ghost upon
him, he doth not look like a reprobate.

When you see the fruits of the earth spring up,
you conclude the sun hath been there; 1t is hard
to climb up into election: but if we find the feuits
of holiness springing up in our hearts, we may con-
clude the Sun of Righteousness hath risen there, 2
Thes. ii. 13, ¢ God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through’ sanctification of the Spirit.”
By our sanctification we must calculate our election..
Indeed, God in saving us, begins at the highest link -
of the cham, election ; but we must begin at the
lowest link of the chain, sanctification, and so ascend
higher.

Therefore laying aside all disputes, let me pour
in of the wine of consolation. Thou who art a be-
liever, (and though thou wilt not affirm it, yet thow
canst not deny it without sin) let me do twe things,
shew you your happiness, then {onr duty. ‘

1. Behold your happiness: all the thmgs which
you have heard of, present and to come, are your
portion and prerogative. "What shall I say to you?
All my apprehensions fall short : when I speak of
rthings to come, I know not how to express myself
but by a deep silence and astonishment. O the mag:

LN
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nitude and magnificence of the saints’ ilo'r‘ ! ‘The-
ascent to it is so high, that it is too high for any
man’s thoughts to climb: the most sublime spirit
would here be too low and jejune. How happy art
thou, O believer, if God himself can make thee
blessed, thou shalt be so: if being invested with
Christ’s robes, enamelled with his beauty, replenish-
ed with his love : if all the dimensions of glory will
make thee blessed, thou shalt be so. O the infinite
superlative happiness of a believer! all things to
come are his, What ? to have the same jointure with-
the angels, those blessed spirits! nay, to speak with-
reverence, to have a partnership with God himself!
to be enriched with the same glory which did spar-
kle forth in the human nature of Christ! How amaz.
ing is this! the thoughts of it are enough to swal-
low us up. O what an inheritance is he born to,
who is new-born? Suppose he is poor in the
world, and despised, (the king of the Moors was of-
fended at religion, because the professors of it were
poor) I say to him as our Saviour, ¢ Blessed are ye
poor; for yours is the kingdom of God.” All things
to come are yours. Who would not be a believer ¥
O that I might tempt such to Christ as yet stand
out!

2. Learn your duty. Mercy calls for duty.

CHAP. XXIIL

Shewing the Duties of a believer by way of Re-
' taliation.

THERE are several duties which I would press
upon believers; and they branch themselves
into ten particulars. '
1. Admire, and thankfully adore the love of
God in settling this rich charter upon you. You
that are mirrors of mercy, should be monuments of
‘ R 4
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praise.  How was David affected with God’s good.
ness? 2 Sam. vii. 19. ¢ Thou hast spoken of tby
servant’s house for a great while to come.’ So
should we say, Lord, thon hast net only given us
things present, but thou hast spoken of thy servants
for a great while to come, nay, for ever. It will be
a great part of our work in heaven, to admire God;
let us begin to do that work now, which we shall
be for ever doing. Adore free grace ; free grace is
the hinge on which all this turns; every link in
this golden chain is richly enamelled with free grace;
free grace hath provided us a plank after shipwreck.
‘When things past were forfeited, God hath given
us things to come: when we had lost paradise, he
hath provided heaven. Thus are we raised a step
t'?her by our fall. Set the crown upon the head

free grace. O to what a seraphical frame of
spirit should our hearts be raised! How should we
Jein with angels and arch-angels in blessing God for
this! It is well there is an eternity coming ; and
truly that will be little enough to praise God. Say
as that sweet singer of Israel, Psal, ciii. 1. ¢ Bless the
Lord, O my soul;’ or as the original will bear,
Bow the knee, O my soul, before the Lord. Thus
should a christian say, All things in heaven and
earth are mine, God hath settled this great pertion
upon me, bow the knee, O my soul; praise God
with the best instrument, the heart, and let the in-
strument be screwed up to the highest, do it with
the whole heart. When God is tuning upon the
string of mercy, a christian should be tuning upon
- the string of praise : I have given you a taste of this
new wine, yet so full of spirits is it, that a little of
1t would enflame the heart in thankfulness. Let me
c.all upon you, who are the beirs apparent to this
rich inheritance, Things present and to come; that
you would get your hearts elevated, and wound up
into a thankful frame. It is not ap handsome pos-.
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ture, tosee a christian ever complaining when things
go cross : O do not so look upon your troubles as
to forget your mercies. Bless God for what is to
come : and to heighten your praises, consider God
gives {ou not only these things, but he gives you
himself. Itwas Austin’s prayer: Lord, saith he,
Whatever thou hast given me, take all away, only
~ give me thyself: you have not only the gift but the
Giver. O take the harp and viol; if you do not
bless God, who shall? where will' God have his
praise? he hath but a little in the world. ~ Praise is
in itself an high angelical work, and requires the
highest spirited christians to perform it. Wicked
men cannot praise  God: they can siay, God be-
thanked ; but as it is with the hand-dial; the finger
of the dial is at twelve, when the dial hath not
moved one minute : so though the tongues of wick-
ed men are forward in praise, yet their hearts stand
still. - Indeed, who can praise God for these glori-
ous priviléges to come, but he that hath the seal of
the Spirit to assure him that all is his?* O that I
might persuade the people of God to be thankful,
¢ make God’s praise glorious.” Let me tell you,
God is much taken with this frame ; repentance is
the joy of heaven, and thankfulness is the music of
heaven : let not God want his music: let it not be
said, God hath more murmurers than musicians.
¢ Whoso offereth praise, glorifies me.” -'

2. If all things to come are yours, live suitable
to these glorious hopes: you that 'look for things
to come, let me tell .you, God looks for something
present from you ; namely, that your lives be an-
swerable to your hopes, ¢ What manner of persons
ought you to be ? 2 Pet. iii. 21. You have heard
what manner of privileges you shall have ; aye, but
what manner of persons ought you to be?  These
that look to' differ from others in their condition,
must differ from them also in their conversation.

4
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Wherefore beloved, ¢ seeing you look for such
things, be diligent that you may be found of him
in peace, without spot’ We would all be glad to
be found of God in peace, then labour to be found
without spot. Spot not your faces, spot not your
consciences ; live as those who are the citizens and
burgesses of this New Jerusalem above. Walk as
Christ did upon earth. There are three stepsin
which we should follow Christ. :

1. In sanctity. His was an holy life; ¢ Which
of you convinceth me of sin ?” though he was made
sin, yet he knew no sin. The very devils acknow- -
ledged his holiness : ¢ we know thee who thou art,
the Holy One of God.’ O be like Christ ;- tread
in his steps. In the sacrament, ¢ we shew forth the

.Lord’s death :* and in a holy conversation, we shew
forth his life. The holy oil, wherewith the vessels
of the sanctuary were to be consecrated, was com-
pounded of the purest ingredients, which was a type
and emblem of that sanctity which should rest upon
the godly :. their hearts and lives should be conse-
crated with the holy oil of the Spirit. Holiness of
life is the ornament of the gospel, it credits. religi-
an. Sozomen: observes, that the devout life of a

r captive christian woman, moved a king and
s whole family to embrace the christian faith.
Whereas how doth it eclipse, and as it were en-
tomb the honour of religion, when men profess
they look for heaven, yet there is nothing of hea-

vea in them? if there be light in the lanthorn, it
will shine out: and if grace be in the heart, it will
shine forth in the convérsation. = It is a great sin in-
these times to be bewailed, the looseness of profes-
sors : even those that. we. hope (by the rule of cha-
rity) haye the sap of grace in their heart, yet do
, mot give forth such a sweet savour in their lives :
how many under the notion of christian liberty, de-
generate into libertinism ! the carriage of some that
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go for saints.is such, that it would make men afraid
to embrace religicn. What Chrysostome saith of

the contentions of the church in his time, (If, saith
he, a gentile should come and say, I would be made

a christian, yet when he sees such a spirit of dissen-
tion among them, one Qf Paul, and another of
Apollos, such are the diversities of opinions, that he
knows not which to choose, but must return to his
gentilism again:) the same may I say of the loose-

_mess, if not scandals, of some professors. Ifa stran.
ger should come from beyond sea, and see the mis-

carriages of many, their covetousness, their licenti.

. ousness ; had he no other Bible to read in, but the
lives of some professors, he would turn back again
and resolve never to be made a christian. What a
shame is this! Did Christ walk thus when he was
upon earth ? His life was a pattern of sanctity! You
that are professors, your sins are sins of unkindness,
they go nearest to Christ’s heart. Do you live as
those who have hope of things to come ? is Christ
preparing heaven for you, and are you preparing
war against him? is this your kindness to your
friend? O consider how you wound religion ; your

" sins are worse than others. A stain in a black cloth
is not easily seen or taken notice of ; but a spot in -
a piece of scarlet, every one’s eye is upon it. The
sins of wicked men are not much wondered at, they
can do no other, theirs is a spot in black ; but asin
in a professor, this is like a spot in a bright scarlet,
every one’s eye is upon it ; how doth this dishonour
the gospel ? and is it not sad that others should make
a rod of your sin to lash religion? The deviation of
the godly is as odious as the devotion of the pro-
fane. O that there were such a lustre and majesty
of holiness in the lives of professors, that others
‘might say, These look as if they had been with Je-
sus; they live as if they were in heaven already.
Aaron must not only have bells, but pomegranates,
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which were for savour, as the other were for sound.
It is not enough to discourse of godliness, or to
make a noise by a profession: What are these bells
without the pomegranates, viz. a life that casts a sa-
vour in the church of God?

2. Walk as Christ did, in humility. His life was
a pattern of humility. He was the heir of heaven,
the Godhead wids in him, ¢ yet he took on him the
form of a servant,” Phil. ii. 7. O infinite humility
for a Saviour to become a servant, for the Lord of
glory to lay aside his robe, and put on a livery; as
if'a king should leave his throne, and wait at table:
nay, thatis not all, but Christ washeth his disciples’
feet. ¢ He poured water into a bason, and began to
wash his disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the
towel,” 1 John xiii. 6. No wonder it is said that he
came in the form of a servant; hé stands here with
his bason of water and a towel! Yea, to express the
- depth of his humility, he was made in the likeness
of men. O how did Christ abase himself in taking
flesh! it was more humility ia Christ to humble
himself to the womb than to the cross. It wasnot so
much for flesh to suffer, but for God to be made
flesh ; this was the wonder of humility. We read
Christ’s flesh s called a vail, Heb. x. 20. ¢ Through
the vail, his flesh;’ indeed the taking of flesh was the
wearing of a vail. By putting this dark vail upon
him, be eclipsed the glory of the Deity. This was
Christ’s ¢ emptying of himself,” Phil. 1. which Ter-
tullian renders, he exhausted himself. The meta-
phor-may allude to a vessel full of wine that is drawn
out; Christ, in whom a]l fulness dwells, by humi.
lity seemed to be so drawn out, as if there had been
nothing.left in him. Behold here a rare pattern of
humility. ‘ :

You that look for things to come, tread in this
step of Christ, be humble ; grace shines brightest
through the mask of humility : humility is such a

/
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~ yprecious herb as grows not in the garden of phile-
sophy, that is rather humanity than humility. Hu.
mility beautifies our persons. The humble saint
looks like a citizen of heaven. Humility is the vail
of a christian: Christ’s bride never looks more.
beautiful in his eyes, than when she hath on this
_wail : be ye clothed with humility. Or as the Greek
word is,- be knotted. Humility is the spangled knot
. in the garment of our graces. Humility sweetens
our duties; incense smells sweetest when it is beaten
small : when the incense of our duties is beaten
small with humility, then it sends forth its most frag-
rant perfume. The violet is a sweet flower; it hangs
down the head so low, that it can bardly be seen,
only discovers itself by its scent. This is the emblem
of humility.

The humble christian studies his own unworthi-
ness : he laoks with one eye upon grace to keep his
heart cheerful, and with the other eye upon sin to
keep it humble. Better is that sin which humbles
me, than that duty which makes me proud. As hu-
mility hides another’s error, so it hides its own gra-
ces. Humility looks upon another’s virtues and its
own infirmities. The humble man admires that in
another which he slights in himself ; he is one that
denies not only his evil things, but his goad things;
not only his sins but his duties: he desires to have
atonement made even for the altar. The humble
saint is no murmurer, yet he is ever complaining ;
the more knowledge he hath, the more he com-
plains of ignorance; the more faith, the more he
camplains of unbelief: in short, the humble chris-
tian translates all the glory from himself to Christ.
Constantine did use to write the name of Christ up-.
on his doors ; so doth the humble soul write Christ
and free-grace upon 'his duties. ¢ I laboured more
abundantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace
of God which was with me.” When he prays, saith
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he, it is the ¢ Spirit helps my infirmities.” Rom. viit. -
When he mourns for sin, saith he, ¢ the Almighty
makes my heart soft.” When his heart is in a good -
frame, saith he, ¢ By the grace of God I am what
Jam.” When he conquers a corruption, saith he,
¢ It is through Christ that strengthens me.” As Joab
when he had gotten a victory, sends for king Da-
vid that he might carry away the crown of it: so
doth the humble christian when he hath gotten the
victory over a corruption, he sets the crown upon
the head of Christ; O blessed humility! You that
look for things above, let me tell you, the way to
ascend is to Ic‘lgescend ; the lower the tree roots, the
higher it shoots up: would you shoot up in glory, :
would you be tall cedars in the kingdom of God,
be deeply rooted in humility. Humility is compared
by some of the Fathers to a valley : we must walk
to heaven through this valley of humility. Humility
distinguisheth Christ’s spouse from harlots, Hypo-
criles grow in knowledge, but not in humihty.
¢ Knowledge pufleth up,’” 1 Cor. viii. 1. Tt is a me~
taphor taken from a pair of bellows that are blown
up and filled with wind. He that is proud of his
knowledge, the devil cares not how much he knows.
It is observable in the old law, that God hated the
very resemblance of the sin of pride; he would have -
no honey mingled in their offering ; ¢ Ye shall burn
no leaven, nor any honey in any offerin% of the
Lord made by fire,” Lev. ii. 11. Indeed, leaven is
sour, but what is there in honey that sheuld offend?
why no honey? because honey, when it is mingled
with meal or flower, maketh it to rise and swell:
therefore the people of Israel must mingle no ho-
ney in their offering. This was to let us see how
God hated the resemblance of this sin of pride.
Be humble. : . . ‘
3. Be like Christ in charity : Christ’s life was a
life of charity : he breathed nothing but love; he
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was full of this sweet perfume: as his person was

lovely, so was his disposition, he was composed all
of love: his lips dropped honey, his side dropped
blood, his heart dropped love. You that expect
these glorious things to come, live as Christ did, live
in love. O that this spice might send out its frag.
raat smell among christians! ¢ we know we are pass-
ed from death to life, because we love the breth-
ren.” Dost thou love the person of Christ, and hate
the picture? ¢ He that loves him who doth beget,
loves him also that is begotten.” There are two de-
vils which are not fully cast out of God’s own peo-
ple; the devil of vain-glory, and the devil of un-
charitableness.  Are we not fellow-citizens? Do we
not all expect the same heaven? Nay, are we not
brethren ? which should be a sufficient bond to knit
us together in amity. We have all the same Father,
God; we are born of the same mother, the Church?
we are begotten of the same seed, the Word; we
suck the same breasts, the promises; we feed at the
same board, the Table of the Lord; we wear the
same clothing, the Robe of Christ’s Righteousness;
we are partoners in the same glory, the Inheritance
of the Saints in Light; and shall we not love? There
is indeed a blessed strife, when the saints strive for
the faith : but this is a strife that consists of unity.
* Striving together for the faith of the gospel,” Phil.
i. 27. You that look for things to come, live suit-
ably to your hopes: Walk as Christ did, that some
of his beams may shine in you, and his life may be
copied out in yours.

8. The third Duty is, If things to come are a be-
liever’s, be content though you have the less of
things present : a believer is to be valued according
to that which is in reversion. Things to come are
his. If you were to take an estimate of a man’s e-
state, would you value it by that which he hath in
his house, or by his land? Perhaps he hath little in

‘ ‘ 3 4
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his house, little money or plate; but he is a landed
man, -there lies his estate. While we are in this
house of clay, we have but little. Many a christian
can hardly keep- life and soul together ; bat, he is a
landed man, things to come are his: then be con-
tent with the less of things present z if we have but
a small fore-crop, we shall have a great after-crop;-
it is sufficient if we have but enough te bear our
charges till we come to heaven. An heir that hath a
great estate beyond sea, theugh he hath: but little
money for his voyage thither, he will be content.
Should not Hagas have been content, though the
water were spent in her bottle, when there was &
well so near? God hathh made a deed of gift, he
hath given Christ to a believer, and in him alt
ithings, ©things present and to come,’ grace and
glory ; is not here enough to make'him content?
But, saith the christian, I want present comforts.
-Consider, the angels in heaven are rich; yet they
-have no money ; thou hast things to come, angely”
‘riches, such as cannot stand with reprobation ;. be
.content then with the less of things present. If thow
-complainest of any thing, let it be of thy com-
‘plaining. ' S
* . 4. Labour for such an high degree of faith, as to:
.make these things to come, present. Faith and hope
are.two sisters, and are very like = they differ thus;
-hope looks at the excellency of the promise, faith at
the certainty of it : now faith leoking at the infal-
lible truth .of him that promiseth, thus it makes
things to come, present. Faith doth antedate glory,
-#t doth substantiate things not seen. Kaith alters the
‘tenses, it puts the future into the present tense, Ps.
Ix. 6. ¢ Gilead is mine, Manasseh is mine, Ephraim
is the strength of my head,” &c. Those places
were not yet subdued, but Ged had spoken in his
. boliness, he had made David:a promise, and he be-
-lieved it, therefore he looked upon it as already
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subdued : Gilead is mine, &c. So saith faith, God
hath spoken in his holiness, he hath made me a pro-
mise of things :to come,; therefore heaven is mine
already. When one hath the reversion of an house,
saith he, this house is mine: O that we had this
art of faith, thus te anmticipate heaven, and make
things te.come present. Thou who art a believer,
heaven is thine now; thy head is already glorified;
nay, heaven is begun in thee, thou hast some of
thase joys which ave thefirst fruits of it. A christ-
ian, by the eye of faith, through the ‘perspective
glass of the promise, may see inte heaven. Faith
sees the promise fulfilled before it be fulfilled. Faith
sets to its hand: Jtem, Received so much, before it
be paid. Had we a vigorous faith, we might be in
heaven before our time: that which-a weak believ-
er hopes for, a strong believer deth in some kind
possess. Oh that we could often take a prospect of
, the heavenly paradise: < Walk about Sion, and go
round about her, tell the towers thereof, mark ye
well her bulwarks, .consider her palaces,” Ps. xlviii.
32, 18. So, walk inte the heavenly mount, see what
8 glorious situation it is, ge tell her towers, see what
an inheritance vou have; see your nobility, behold
your ’scutcheon : O that we could thus breathe our
faith up this mount of heaven every day. Do not
eay, .a}f«this shall be ‘mine; but say, it is mine al-
"-yeady: my head -is there, my faith is there, my
beart is there: Could we thus, living up to the
theight of our faith, realize and antedate things te
zome, how would all present things vanish! if a
aan ceuld live in the sun, the earth would not ap-
pear; when saint Paul had been wrapped up into
-the third heaven, the earth did hardiy appear ever
after : see how he scorns it, ¢ I am crucified to the
world > it was a dead thing to him, he had begun
heaven already ; thus it is with a man that is heav-
enlized. You saints that are earthly, the eye of
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yout faith is blood-shot : it is the character of a sih-
ner, ¢ he cannot see afar off;” like a man who hath
bad eyes, that can see but just before him. Faith
carries the heart up to heaven, and brings heaven
down into the heart.

5. If all things to come are youts, then walk
cheerfully with God, put on your white robes: hath
‘a believer a title to heaven? what, and sad! ¢ We
rejoice in hope of the glory of God,” Rom. v. 2.
It is but a while, it is but putting off the emhiz
clothes of our body, and we shall be clothed wit
the bright robes of glory, and can a believer be
sad ? See how Christ doth secretly check his disci-
ples for this, Luke xxiv. 17. ¢ What manner of
communications are these, while you walk and are
sad? What, sad, and Christ risen? So I say to be-
lievers; things to come are yours; why walk ye
and are sad ? let them be out of heart who-are out
- of hope. O rejoice in God: when the lead of the
_ flesh begins to sink, let the cork of faith swim a-
bove! How doth the heir rejoice in hope of the in-
heritance! How doth the apprentice rejoice to think
of coming out of his time! Here we are kept under
by sin, and a child of God is forced sometimes to

do the devil’s work, but shortly death will make us

free : there i3 an eternal jubilee coming, therefore
¢ rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Can, wicked
men rejoice that have their portion in this life? and

cannot he rejoice that hath a reversion of heaven? .

Are the waters of Abanah and Pharphar like to the
waters of Jordan? O ye saints, think into whata
blessed condition you are now brought! is it not a
sweet thing to have God appeased? is it not a mat-
ter of joy to be an heir of the promise? Adam in
paradise had choice of all the trees, one only except-
ed. The promises are the trees of life: thou mayest
walk in the garden of the Bible, and pluck from all
- these trees. Whoshould rejoice, if not a christian?
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he hath never so much cause'to be sad, as he hath
to be cheerful.
~ 0Obj. _1. But my sins trouble me. s
Ans. It is true: that sin will not forsake thee, is
matter of sadness; but that thou hast forsaken sin,
is matter of joy: sin is a talent of lead. That thou
canst not run so fast as thou wouldst in the ways of
God, is matter of sadness; but that thou goest
without halting (in regard of righteousness) this is
matter of joy; and for your comfort remember,
shortly you shall sin no more, all things shall be
yours, but sin.
. Obj. 2. But we are bid to mour.
. _Ans, I would not speak against holy mourning ;
while we carry fire about us, we must carry water;
as long as the fire of sin burns in our breasts, we
must catry tears to quench it. ' But consider, 1.
Spiritual joy and mourning are not inconsistent ;
sometimes it rains and shines at once: when there
8 a shower in the eyes, there may be a sunshine in
religion, mourning and music may stand together ;
one saith, the great mourner in Israel was the sweet
singer of Israel. 2. The end why God makes us
gad, is to make us rejoice; he doth not require
sorrow for sorrow, but it is ordained to be as sauce
to make our joy relish the better : we sow in tears, - .
that we may reap in joy. 3. The sweetest joy is from
- the sourest tears : Christ made the best wine of wa-
- ter: the purest and ‘most excellent joy is made of
- the waters of true repentance : the bee gathers the
best hoiey off the. bitterest herbs: tears are the
breeders of spiritual joy. When Hannah had wept,
she went away, and was no more sad. Those clouds
are vel'y uncomfortable that never have‘any sun.
shine: that mourning which dyes the soul all in sable,
that halh no place for rejoicing, I shall rather think
it despair, than true remorse: The same God who'
hath bid us mourn, hath also bid us rejoice, Phil:
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w. 4. It is an excellent ,temger to be seriods, yet
cheerful. Jesus Christ loves the sanguine complex-
ion: joy puts liveliness and activity into a christian,
it oils the wheels of the affections; an heavy mind
makes a dull action: the joy of the Lord is your
strength. The pensive melancholy christian doth
disparage the glory of heaven: what will others
say? Here is one that speaks of things to come,
and of a crown laid up, but sure he doth not be-
lieve it: see how sad he is! what ado is here to make
a child of God cheerful! shall we need bid an heir
rejoice in the estate befallen him? let me tell you,
you who refuse cousolation, are not fit persons to
praise God: it isa kind of solecism to praise God
with a sad heart: ¢ I will sing praises,” Psal. cviii.
1. It is more proper to sing praises, than to weep
them. Rejoice, O christian, lift up thy crest, tri-
umph in the hope of these things to come: it is not
enough that there be joy within the firmament of
a christian’s heart, but it must shine out in his coun-
~ tenance. - :

Sixth Duty. If all things to come are a believers,
let him not envy them who hawve oaly things pre-
sent. God often wrings out the waters of a full cup
to wicked men; but there are dregs at the bottom.
‘Indeed, the prosperity of sinners is a great tempta-
tion: David stumbled at it, and had almost fallen;
Psal, Ixxiii. ¢ My feet had well nigh slipt:’ It is not
matter of eavy but pity, to see men thrive in a way
of sin; a fool is in gay clothes, but do you envy
him? a man under a sentence going up the ladder,
do you envy his preferment? ¢ They that will be
rich, fall into temptations and a snare,’ 1 Tim. vi.
9 - Do you envy a man who is fallen into a snare?
wicked men have that guilt which embitters their
comforts, so that they may be said to want what
they have; as a man who hath great possessions,
yet having a fit of the stone or gout, while he is in
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that torment, he msy be said not.to have them,
because the comfort of thein is taken away. A be-
liever hath better things than these; things to come=
wicked men have a erown of unrighteousness, he
hath a crown of" righteousness; they have robes
(and perhaps stained with ¢ the blood of innocents)”
he hath the bright robe of glory. ¢ Envy not the
oppressor, and clioose nene of his ways:* better is
sanctified adversity than successful impiety. ‘
Seventh Duty. Be supported in want of spiritual
eomfort: spiritual joy is a sweet thing; this is the
spiced wine that ¢ causeth the lips of them who are
asleep to speak:” thts is the bidden manna, the
bunch of grapes that grows upon the true vine; this
is the saints’ banqueting stuff; how sweet is it to
have Word and Spirit, and Conscience speaking .
peace! in the mouth of these three witnesses, faith
13 confirmed. Bat, saith the poor soul that goes
mourning, It s not so with me, I have not the
privy seal of heaven, 1 want assurance, Well, do-
not give over waiting. 'We read, John vi. 19. the
discrples were in the ship, and there arose a great
sterm,’* And when they had rowed about twen-
ty:five or thirty furlongs, they see Jesns.” This, O
christian, may be thy case: there is a tempest of
sorrow risen in thy heart; and thow hast rowed
from one ordinance to another, and hast no com-
fort; Well, be not: discouraged, do det give over
rowing; thou hast but rowed three or four fur.
Jongs; perhaps when thou has rowed twenty-five
oretgg;r;y furlongs, thou mayest see Jesus, and have
a -cemfortable evidence of his love; but suppose
thou shouldest row all thy life long, and not have as.
surance, yet this may be a pillar of support;
‘Things to come are yours: it is but staying a
while, and you shall be brimful of comfort: now,
‘a believer is an' heir of this joy; let him stay but
while he is of age, and he shall be fully possessed of -
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the joys of heaven. For the present, God leaves &
seenf of comfort in the heart, the seed of God; there
i3 a time shortly coming, when we shall have the
full flower; ¢ We shall drink of the fruit of the
vine in- the kingdom of heaven. As Paul said of
Onesimus, Philem. ver. 15. ¢ For perhaps he there-
fore departed for a season, that thou mightest re-
ceive him for ever:’ so I say of the comforts of
God’s Spirit, that they may be withdrawn for &
season, that we may have them for ever: thereis a .
time coming when we shall bathe ourselves in the
rivers of divine pleasure.

8. If there be such a glorious inheritance to come,
let us zealously contend for it agsinst all apposis
tious: we have a city above, but there are enemies
in the way which we must give battle to. God
would give Israel Canaan, aland flowing with milk
and honey; but first they must encounter with the
sons of Anak. So he will bestow upon us a crown,
but we must fight for it. , Heaven is not taken with-
out storm. “Hence it is the scripture bids us stapd
to our arms, and ¢ fight the good fight of faith,” 1
Tim. vi. 12. that we may not through a supine ne,
gligence lose the recompense of a reward.. Christe
1ans must be military persons; it becomes-the chil.
dren of light to put on the armour of light. The a-
postle reckons up our several pieces of armour; the _
shield of faith, the helmet of hope, the breast-plate
of love; and our artillery, the sword of the Spirit,.
the cannon-bullet of prayer. Indeed in heaven our
armour shall be hung up in token of victory-and tri»
umph;. but new it is 3 day of battle, and no cessa-
tion of arms, till death. And there is a threefold
regiment we must fight against, which would hin.
der us of our crown, :

1. The enemy within, viz. s treacherous heart;
this is a sly enemﬂ;m‘ A man’s enemies are they of
kis own house,” Miec. vii, 6. nay, of his own beart,
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Man by his fall lost his head-piece, viz. spiritual
wisdom, and ever since he is an enemy to himself;
he lays a snare for his own blood, Prov. i. 18. there<
fore Austin prays, Lord deliver me from myself:
The heart is a conclave of wickedness; it is an ‘ar=
moury and magazine; where all the weapons of
unrighteousness lie: the heart doth hold intelligence
with Satan, it sides with him, and at every turn is
ready to deliver up the keys to him; therefore good
reason that we should girdy on our armour, and give
battle to this bosom traitor, which stands'in our
way to the crown., It is reported of Basil, that to
shun the allurements and flatteries of the world, he
retired and fled into the wilderness; but when be
was there, he cries out of his heart, I have, saith
he, forsaken all, but my evil heart is still tempting
me. Luther used to say, he feared his heart more
than pope or cardinal. Thy heart, O christian;
would supplant thee of the blessing which is in re«
version; (;) therefore make a brave onset, run the
sword of the Spirit up to the hilt in the blood of th
sins; stab thy heart-lusts to the heart with the knife
of mortification; let a duel be fought every day,
and call in Christ for thy second. If the flesh doth
war against us, good reason we should war against
the flesh.
- 2. The second regiment that stands in the way to
salvation, and which we must arm against, is the
devil. He may be called a regiment, his name be-
ing Legion. This is the red regiment! how furi-
_ ously doth he make his onset upon us, sometimes
with temptations, sometimes with persecations, that
if possible we might let fall our armour, and so let
go our crown? the devil, that roaring lion, while’
we are marching to heaven, raiseth all the trains
bands of hell against us; ¢ whom resist, steadfast in
the faith,” 1 Pet. v. 9. Our enemy is beaten in part
#lready, he knows no march but running away.

T 4
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* 8i The third regiment which stands in our way
to- heaven is the world; this enemy courtsus; it
smiles that it may deceive; it kills with- embracing ;.
it hath-a golden apple in one hand, and a degger
in the other. Marcia gave to the emperor Commo-
dus mon in- perfumed wine: such an aromatic
eup ‘the world present us with, that we may
drink and die:. The ivy, while it clasps about the
oak, sucks awsy the heart of it for its own leaves
and berries; such are the world’s embraces. Him
whom 1 shal kiss, saith Judas, talse him. So, whom
the world: kisseth, it often betrays. The world is &
silken: halter, a golden fetter; some have been
drowned in the sweet waters of pleasure, others.
have heen choaked in silver mines; Oh arm, arm
against this flattering enemy! If the world’s music
enchant us, and we fail asleep upon our guard, them
the devil falls om, and wounds us. Fight it out a-
gainst all these regiments. e
- Consider the excellency of the prize, Things to
come; whdt striving is there for earthly erowns and
sceptres!. with what zeal and alacrity did Hannibak
continue his march: over the Alps, and Casar’s sol-
diers fight with huager and cold? men will break
through laws. and oaths, run a thousand hazards
for those things which, when they have them, wilk
prove damnable gains. Bat ¢ things to: come are
yours.” You expect salvation, which is the crown.
of your desires, the flower of your ambition;: o
therefore muster and rally together all your forces.
agninst this three-headed adversary whieh stands inx
your way to hinder you from taking possession.
Fight it out to the death, you have a good captain;.
Christ. is ¢ the Captain of your salvation,” Heb. ii..
10. If a flock of sheep have. a lion for their cap=
tain, what need they fear? so, fear not little flock,,.
you fight under the Lion of the tribe of Judah.: - -

9. The next Doty is; If all Christ’s things are.

=
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ours, then all our. things must be Christ’s; this is
dex talionis, justice and equity require it, Thereis
& joint interest between Christ and a believer: Chriat
saith, All mine are thine, things Eresent, and things
to come; then the heart of a believer niust echo
'baek to Christ, Lord, whatsoever I have is for thee;
my parts, my estate: It was the saying of an holy
man, ¢ Lord, thou art my all, and my all is thine.”
'Oh be willing to spend, and be speat; de, and |,
suffer for Christ. -

1. Let us to eur power advance the honoue
and interest of Jesus Christ: Alas, what is all that
we can do? If a king should bestow upon snother
- million per annum, with this proviso, that in lien
.of his acknowledgment he shall pay a pepper-corn
every year to the king, what proportion were there
between this man’s rent and his revenue? Alas, we
are but unprofitable servants; all that we can do for
Christ is net so much as this pepper-corn; yet up,
and.be doing. Christ hates‘compﬂfnents: we must
not-only bow the knee to him, but, with the wise
sten, present him with gifts, geld, frankincense,
and myrrh. Be not like the sons of Belial, who
broaght their king no presents: But, saith the chris.
tiam. I-am poor, and can do httle for Christ. Canst
tliou: not\make a deed of gift, and bestow thy love

Christ? In the law, he that could net bring
a:lamb for an offering, if he brought but two turtle
dowes, it was sufficient. . The woman in the gospel
that threw in but her two mites, yet was accepted.
God is ot angry with any man because he hath
‘bt ene talent, but because he doth not trade it. . -
- . R Buffer for Christ, be willing 10 sell al, may,
to lose all for Christ: we may be losers for him, we
shalkpever be losers by him; if he calls for our
bloed; let us net deny it him; we have no such
blood to shed for Christ as he hath shed for us. It
was Luther's saying, That in the cause of God he



142 THE CHRISTTIAN'S CHARTER.

was content to endure the odium and fury of the
whole world. Basil affirms of the primitive saints,
they had so much courage in their sufferings, .that
many of the heathens, seeing their heroic zeal, turn-
ed christians ; theysnatched up torments as so many
crowns. O think noething too dear for Christ! We
that look for things to come, should be willing to
part with things present for Christ. .
: 10, Lastly, Ifall things te come are ours, be con-
tent to wait for these great privileges: it'is not in-
eongruous to long. for Christ’s appearing, and yet
to wait for it: you see the glory a believer shall be
invested with; but though the Lord gives a great
ortion, be may set a long ‘day for the payments
avid had the promise of a crown, but was long
before he came to wear it. God will not deny, yet
he may delay his promise, to teach us to wait: it is
but a short-sighted faith that cannot wait. The hus.
bandman waits for the seed: there is a seed of glo-
ry sown in a believer’s heart; wait till it spring up
into an harvest, Truly, it is an hard thing to wait
for these things to come; so many discouragements
from without, so many distempers from withm, that
the christian is willing to be.at home: therefore we
need patience, Heb. x. 36. ¢ For ye have need of
patience.” But how shall we get it? nourish faith,
ver. 85. ¢ Cast not away your confiderce.” Patience
is nothing else but faith spun out; if you would
~ lengthen patience, be sure to strengthen faith.
here is a great deal of reason why a believer
should be content to wait for heaven. 1. God is
faithful who promiseth: God’s word is security e»
nough to venture upon; his bond is as good as rea-
dy money : all the world bangs upon the word of
his power; and cannot our faith hang upon' the
word of his promise? We have his hand and seal,
_pay, his oath, 2. Whjle we are waiting, God is
guning and fiting us for glory ; ¢ Giving thanks te
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_ the Father, who hath made us meet for the inherit-
ance,” Col. i. 12. we must be made ‘meet. Perhaps
aur hearts are not humble enough, not patient e-
nough; our faith is but in its swaddling band: we
should be content to wait a while, till we have got-
ten such a vigorous faith as will carry us full sail to
heaven. Asthereisa fitting of vessels for hell, Rom.
ix. 22, so there is a ripening and a preparing of the
vessels of mercy, ver. 28. A christian should be wills
ing to wait for glory, till he be fit to take his de.
gree. 3. While we are waiting, our glory is in.
creasing; while we are laying out for God, he is
laying up for us, 2 Tim. iv. &. If we suffer for God,
the heavier our cross, the heavier shall be our
crown. Would a christian be in the meridian of
glory? would he have his robes shine bright? let
him stay here and do service; God will reward us,
though not for our works, yet according to our
works, Mark xvi. 27. The longer we stay for the
principal, the greater will the interest be. 4. Wait
for these things to come out of an ingeunuity: the
longer a christian lives, the more glory he may
bring to God. Faith is an ingenuous grace; as it

- hath one eye at the reward, so it hath another eye
at duty. The time of life is the only tine we have
to work for God. Heaven is a place of'receiving;
this of doing. Hence the apostle being inflamed with
divine love, though he could with all his heart be
with Christ, yet he was content to live a while lang-
er, that he might build up souls, and make the
crown flourish apon the head of Christ: It is self-
Jove saith, € Who will shew us any good?’ Divine
love saith, How may I do good? The prodigal son
-could say, Father give me my portion; he thought
mere of his portion than his duty. A gracious spi-
#it is content to stay out of heaven a while, that he
may be a means to bring others thither. He whose -

" heart bath been divinely touched with the love of



144 THE CHRISTIAN'S CHARTER, |

God, lis care is not so much for receiving the ta.
Jents of gold, as far improving the talents of grace.
O wait a while! learn of the saints of old, they waige
ed: if we cannot wait now, what would we have
done in the times of the long-lived patriarchs? Look.
uvpon worldly men, they wait for preferment; shait
they wait for earth? and cannot we wait. for hea-
ven? If a man hath the reversion of a lordship oc
manor when such a lease is out, will he not wait for
it? we have the reversion of heaven when the lease
of life is run out; and shall we not wait? look up-
on wicked men, they wait for an opportunity to
sin; the adulterer waits for the twilight; sinners
¢ lie in wait for their own biood,’ Prov. i. 18. Shall
men wait for their damnation, and shall not we be
content to wait for our salvation? Wait without
murmuring, wait without fainting; the things we
expect are infinitely more than we can hope for.
And let me add one caution; ¢ wait on the Lord
and keep his ways,’ Psal. xxxvii. 84. while we are
waiting, let us take heed of wavering. Go not a step
out of God’s way, though a lion be in the way: a.
void not duty to meet with safety: keep God’s
highway, ¢ the good old way,’ Jer. vi. 16. the way
which 1s paved with holiness, Isa. xxv. 8. < And an
highway shall be there, and it shall be called the
way of holiness:’ avoid crooked paths, take heed of
turning to the left hand, lest you be set on the left
hand. Sin doth cross our-hopes, it barricades up
our way; a man may as well expect to find heavem
in hell, as in a sinful way.

My last use is to such as have only things present,
that they would labour for things to come. You
have seen the blessed condition of a man in Christ:
never rest till this be yours. Alas, how poor and
contemptible are these present enjoyments laid. in .
balance with things to come! , .

1. What is honour which is the highest eleva-
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tion of mens ambition? one calls it the gallant.
readness. It was foretold to Agrippina, Nero’s mo-
ther, that her son shonld be emperor, and that he
should afterward kill his own mother; to which A-
ippina replied, ¢ let my son be emperor, and then
Ec'-him»kill me and spare not;’ so thirsty was she
of honour. Alas, what are swelling titles but rattles
‘to still mens’ ambition? Houour is like the meteor
which lives in the air; so doth this in the breath of
othér men: it is like a gale of wind which carries
the ship;. sometimes this wind is down, a man hath
}ost his honoar, and lives to see himself intombed:
sometimes this wind is too high: how many have
heen blown to hell, while they have been sailing
with the wind of popular applause: Honour is but
a glorious famcy; Acts xxv. 23. It doth not make
a man really the better, but often the worse. A
man swelled with honour, waanting grace, his big-
»ese is his disease.
.. 'What are riches that men so thirst after? A-
mos 1. 7. < Who pant after the dast of the earth;’
golden dust will soouer choak than satisfy. How
muany havé pulled down their souls to build ap theie
houses. What a transiency and deficiency is there
3o all things under the sun? Christ, who had all
riches, scorned these earthly riches; he was born
poor, the manger was his cradle, the cobwebs his
curtains : he lived poor, he had not where to lay
kis head : he died poor; I do not read that when
‘Christ died, e made any will ; he had no crown.
Iands, only his coat was left, and that the soldiers
perted among them: and his funeral was suitable;
for as he was born in another man’s house, 'so he
was buried in another man’s tomb; to_shew how
he did contemn earthly dignities and possessions.
His kingdom was not of this. world. Suppose an
hour of adversity come, can these prestnt things
quiet the mind in trouble? Riches are called thick
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clay, which will sooner break the back, than lights.
en the heart. When pangs of conscience and pangs
of death come, and no hope of things to come,.
what peace can the world give at such a time? sure--
ly it can yield no more comfort than a silken stock- -
ing to a man whose leg is out of joint. A fresh co-
lour delights the eye; but if the eye be sore, thiy
colour will not heal it. ¢ Riches avail not in the
day of wrath.” Thou canst not hold thy wedge of
gold as a screen to keep off the fire of God’s justice.:
Let this sound a retreat to call us off from the
immoderate pursuit of present things, to labour
for things to come. What are these nether springs
. to the upper springs? As Abraham said, ¢ Lord,
what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless? So
say, Lord, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go
Christless? Luther did solemnly protest, God shou%d
not put him off with these t{liugs: Oh labour for
those blessings in heavenly places. Things present
are pleasing, but not permanent? be not content
with a few gifts: Abraham gave unto the sons of
the concubines gifts, and sent them away; ¢ but un-
to Isaac, Abraham gave all that he had.” Repro-
bates may have a few jewels and ear-rings which
God scatters with an indifferent hand: these with the.
sons of the concubines. are put. off with gifts; but
labour;you for the portion, that portion which the
saints and angels are spending upon, and can never
spend: get into Christ, and then all is yours; so
saith the Agostle, ¢ All things are yours, and ye
. Afre Chfist,Sv . . ’ N



