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THE SECOND PETITION

Let
God's name.
die.

all this

prevail with

us to hal-

do to honour and fanSiify God^s name 9
found knowledge of God, (2.) A.
Anf. Let us^et, (1.)

Q«. What may

ice

A

(incere love to

God

:

A

found knowledge of God, take a view of his fuperlative
his holinefs, his incomprehenfible goodnefs. The
excellencies
angels know God better than we, therefore they fandify his
name, and fing hallelujahs to him. And let us labour to know
him to be our God, Pfal. xlviii. 14. * This God is our God :'
we may dread God as a judge, but we cannot honour him as a
father, till we know he is our God.
love of appreciation, and a
2. Get a fincere love to God
love of complacency to delight in him, John xxi. 15. * Lord,
He can never honour his malter
fhou knoweft I love thee.'
who doth not love him. The reafon God's name is not more
So much
hallowed, is becaufe his name is not more loved.
'"

1.

;

:

for the

firrt

A

petition.

of the second petition in the lord's
praYer.
Watth.

yi. 10.

Thy Kingdom come.

A

SOUL truly devoted to God, joins heartily in this petiadveniut
regnum tuum, ' Thy kingdom come :' In which
tion,
words this great truth is implied, that God is a King ; he who
hath a kingdom, can be no leCs than a king, Plalm xlvii. 7.
*
God is King of all the earth.' And he is a King upon his
throne.
Plalm xlvii. 8. ' God fitleth upon the throne of his
He hath a regal title. High and Mighty^
holinefs.'
(1.)
Thus laith the High and Lofty One.' (9.) He
Ifaiah Ivii. 15.
of royalty: his fvvord, Deut. xxxii. 41. ' If
enfigns
the
hath
whet

*

A

He

my

ghttering fword.'
He hath his fceplre, Heb. i. 8.
(3.)
fceptreof righleoulhefs is the fceptre of thy kingdom.'

I

hath

his

crown

On

*
royal, Rev. xix. K>.
He hath hisj^rra regalia, his

his

head were

kingly prerogacrowns.'
which are
pardons,
leal
to
power
to
make
hath
laws,
tives
he
Thus the
the flowers and jewels belonging to his crown.
Lord is king.
great
And, ef%, He is a great King, Pfalm xcv. 3. *
King above all gods.' He is great in and of himlelf and not
hke other kings, who are made great by their fubjed?. That
he is lb great a king, appears, (I.) By the immenfenefs of his
faiih
• Do not I fill
heaven and earth
being,- Jer. xxiii. 24.

many

;

A

:

.^

">
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the Lord.' His centre is every where; he is no where included,
he is ib immenfely great, thnt * the
yet no where excluded
heaven of heavens cannot contain him,' 1 Kings viii. 9,1.
(^2-)
*
He made
His greatnefs appears by the etFefts of his power,
heaven and earth,' Plal. cxxiv. 8. and can unmake it. God
can with a breath crumble us to dull
with a word he can unpin the world, and break the axle-tree of it in pieces; * he
pours contempt upon the mighty,' Job xii. 21. ' He cuts off
the fpirit of princes,' Pfalm Ixxvi. 11. He is Lord Paramount,
* who doth
whatever he will,' Pfalm cxv. 12. * He weigheth
the mountains in Icales and the hills in a balance,' Ifa. xl. 12.
Mhi, God is a glorious King? Plklni xxiv. 20. * Who is
this King of glory? The Lordof Holls, he is the King of glory.*
He hath internal glory, Pfalm xciii. 1. * The Lord reigneth,
he is clothed with majelly.*
Other kings have royal and.
I'umptuous apparel, to make them appear glorious to the beholders, hut all their magnificence is borrowed
but God is
clothed with majefty, his own glorious eflenceis inftead of royal
robes, and ' he hath girded himfelf with flrenglh.' Kings have
their guard about them to defend their perlbns, becaule they are
not able to defend themfelves
but God needs no guard or
•
affiflance from others
He hath girded himl'elf with ftrength.'
His own power is his life-guard, Pfalm Ixxxix. 6. *
in
the heaven can be compared unto the Lord ? Who among the
fons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord ?' God hath a
pre-eminence above all other kings for majefty. Rev. xix. \6.
* He hath on his vefture
a name written. Rex Regum,
KINGS.' He hath the highell throne, the richeft crown,
the largefl dominions, and the longeft poffelVion, Plal. xxix.
10. * The Lord fitteth King for ever.' Though God hath many
heirs, yet no fucceflbrs.
He fets up his throne where no other
king doth
he rules the will and atfecSlions, his power binds the
confcience
angels ferve him, all the kings of the earth hold
their crowns and diadems by immediate tenure from this great
King, Prov. viii. 15. ' By me kings reign ;' and to this Lord
Jehovah all kings muft give account, and from God's tribunal
there is no appeal.
Ufe I. Branch I. If God be fo great a King and fits King for
ever, then it is no difparagement for us to ferve him
jD^o /!?rvire eft regnare : it is an honour to ferve a king.
If the angels
fly fwi ftly upon the King of heaven's mefiage, Dan. ix. 21.
then well may we look upon it as a favour to be taken into his
royal lervice.
Theodcfius thought it a greater honour to be
God's fervant, than to be an emperor. It is more honour to
ferve God, than to have kings ferve us.
Every fubje<5l of this
;

:

;

;

:

Who

KING

OF

;

:

;

crowned with regal Iwnour, Rev. i. 6*. * Who hath
made us kings.* Therefore as the queen of Sheba, having feen
kiug

is

Vol.
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the glory of Solomon's kingdom, faid, * Happy are thefe thy
fervants which ftand continually before thee,' I Kings x. 8. So,
happy are thofe faints who (land before the King of heaven, and

wait on his throne.

Branch 2. If God be fuch a glorious King, crowned with
wifdom, armed with power, bel'pangled with riches, then it
to
fliews us what prudence it is to have this King to be ours
counted
'
is
It
God.'
and
King,
my
My
fay, as Pf. v. 2.
:

great policy to be on the llrongeft fide ; if we belong to the
King of heaven, we are fure to be on the flrongeft iide the
King of glory can with ea(e deftroy his adverfaries : he can pull
down their prjde, befool their policy, reftrain their malice.
That (lone cut out of the mountains without hands, which fmote
the image, Dan. ii. 34. was an emblem (faith Aullin) of Chrift's
^monarchical power conquering and triumphing over his enemies.
:

God's fide, we are on the llrongell fide he can
' Then
(hall he
his enemies, Pl\ ii. 5.
deflroy
word
with a
deftroy
look
a
Nay, he can with
fpeak to them in his wrath.'
Look upon every one that is proud, and
them. Job xl. 12.
cod God no more to confound thofe
needs
bring him low.' It
who rife up againft him, than a look, a cad of his eye, Exod.
In the morning-watch the Lord looked to the hoft
xiv. 24.
of the Egyptians, thro' the pillar of fire, and troubled their hoft,
and took oft' their chariot wheels.' What wifdom is it then to
have this King to be ours ? Then we are on the ftrongeft fide.

If

we

are on

;

'

*

Of Exhortation.
Branch I. If God be fo
2.

life

majetty,

thy name

glorious a King, full of

power and

They that know
us truft in him, Pialm ix. 10.
Truft him with your
will put their truft in thee.'
*

let

jewel in fafer hands. And truft him
with church and ftate affairs he is King, Exod. xvi. 5. ' The
Lord is a man of war.' He can make bare his holy arm in the
eyesof all the nations. If means fail, he is never at a lofs ;
there are no impolTibilities with him; he can make the dry
bones live, Ezek. xxxvii. 10. As a king he can command,
and as a king he can create falvation, Ifaiah Ixv. IS. * I create
Let us truft all our affairs with this
Jerul'alem a rejoicing.'
Either God can remove mountains or he can leap
great King.

foul

;

you cannot put

this

:

ovprthem. Canticles ii. 8.
Branch 2. If God be fogreataKing, let us fear him, Jer. v.
will ye not tremble at
faith the Lord
Fear ye not me
22.
of
fear
of
men. Fear makes
my prefence.?' We have enough
danger appear greater, and fin lefier but let us fear the King
of kings, who hath power to call body and foul into hell, Luke
As one wedge drives out another, fo the fear of God
xii. 5.
would drive out all bale carnal fear. Let us fear that God, whole
they may be mighty, but he is
throne is fet above all kings
'

:

:

;

;
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Kings have no power, but what God hath given
power is limited, his is infinite. Let us tear this
King, whofe eyes * are as lamps of fire,' Rev. i. 14.
The
mountains quake at him and the rocl<s are thrown down by

almighty.

them

;

their

*

;

Nahum i. 6. If he ftamps with his foot, all the creatures
are prefently up in a battalia to fight for him.
tremble and
fear \s janitor animce^ it is the door-keeper
fear before this God
of the foul. It keeps fin from entering, Gen. xxxix. 9. *
can I do this great wickednefs, and fin againfi; God ?'
Branch 3. If God be fo glorious a King, he hath jus vitw
necis, he hath the power of life and death in his hand.
Let all
the potentates of the earth take heed, how they employ their
power againll the King of heaven they employ their power
againfi; God who with their Iceptre beat down his truth, which
is the mofl; orient pearl of his crown ; who crufh and perfecute
his people, who are the apple of his eye, Zech. ii. 8.
trample upon his laws and royal edicts, which he hath fet forth,
Pfalm ii. 3. What is a king without his laws ? Let all thofe
that are invefted with worldly power and grandeur, take heed
how they oppofe the King ot glory the Lord will be too hard
* Hafi; thou an arm
for all that come againfi him. Job xl. 9like God ?' wilt thou meafure arms with the Almisrhtv
Shall
him

;'

O

:

How

:

Who

:

.''

a

go
with an archangel? Ezek. xxii. 14.
heart endure, or can thy hands be flrong in the day
that I fhall deal with thee?' Chrill will put all his enemies at
laft under his feet, Pf. ex. 1.
All the multitude of the wicked,
who fet themfelves againfi God fhall be but as fo many clufiers
of ripe grapes, to be caft into the wine-prefs of the wrath of God,
*

little

child

to fight

Can thy

to be trodden by him till their blood come forth.
The King
glory
of
will come off vidor at laft: men may fet up their
ftandard, but God always lets up his trophies of vi6tory.
The

and

Lord hath a golden

who

will

not

bow to
Is God

and an iron rod, Pf, ii. y. Thofe
the one, fhall be broken by the other.
lb great a King, having all power in hea-

(ceptre,

Branch 4.
ven and earth in his hand? Let us learn fubjedtion to him.
Such as have gone on in fin, and by their impieties hung out a
flag of defiance againll the King of heaven, oh come in quickly,
and make your peace, fubmit to God, Pf. ii. l!^.
Kifs the
Son, left he be angry.'
Kifs Chrill with a kifs of love, and a
kifs of obedience
obey the King of heaven, when he Ipeakslo
you by his minifters and ambaffadors, ^ Cor. v. 20. When
God bids you flee from fin, and efpoufe holinefs, obey him to
obey is better than facrifice. ** To obey God (faith Luther) is
better than to work miracles."
Obey God villiiioly, IIU, i.
19,
That is the bell obedience, that is cheerful, A.i that is the
fweetelt honey which drops out of the coinb
obey God fwiftly,
Zech. V. 9. * I lift up mine eyes, and behold two women,
•

:

;

:
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and the wind was in their wings.' Wings are fwift, but wind
fuch fliould our obedience
in the wings denotes great Iwiftnefs
;

God

Obey

King

of glory.
thofe
who are the fubje6ts of the King
to
Comfort
ILL
Uje
God will p^Jt forth all the royal power for iheir iucof heaven
and
comfort.
cour
*
I
1. The King of h&aven will plead their caufe, Jer. li. 36.
will plead thy caufe, and take vengeance for thee.'
to

be.

the

;

He

he fets an invifible guard
I will be a wall of fire to her roun d
5.
a wall of hre, that is otlenwall, that is defenhve

proted
about them, Zech. ii.
2.

about.'

will

A

his

people

:

•

;

five.

When

may

be for the good of his people, he will raife
The Lord faved them
up deliverance to them, I Chron. xi. 4.
by a great deliverance.' God reigning as a King, can fave any
by contemptible means, the blowing of trumpets, and
•way
gazing of lamps. Judges vii. 90. By contrary means, he made
the fea a wall to Krael, and the waters were a means to keep
them from drowning. The filVs belly was a (hip in which Jonah failed fafe to (hore. God will never want ways of laving
rather than fail, the very enemies (hall do his work,
ills people
2 Chron. XX. 23. He fet Ammon and Mount Seir one againlt
And as God will deliver his people from temporal
another.
Jefi^ hath
danger, (b from fpiritual, from fin, and from hell
delivered us from the wrath to come,' I Theff. i. 10.
If God be
Uj'e IV. Terror to the enemies of the church.
King, he will fet his utmoft ftrength againft them who are the
'A fire goeih before
enemies of his kingdom, Pf. xcvii. 3.
about.'
him and burneth up his enemies round
he will fet his at1. He will fet hirofelfagainll his enemies
and,
juftice
Who knows
powerand
;
tributes againft them, his
the power of his anger?' Pf xc. 11.
2. God will fet his creatures againft them. Judges v. 20.
The ftars in their courfes fought againft Sifera. Tertullian obferves, that, the Perfians fighting againft the Chriftians, a
mighty wind arofe, which did make the Perhans' arrows to tly
Every creature hath a quarrel with
back in their own faces.
The hail and
the
wall, Hab. ii. 11.
the ftone out of
a finner
'He deftroyed their vines with hail,
the froft, Pf Ixxviii. 47.
fioft.'
with
trees
fycamoreand their
1. He will fet con3. God will fet men againft themfelves.
and how terrible is this rod when turned
(cience againft them
Melancthon calls it Erynnis con/cientia, a helinto a ferpent
it is called vermis confcientia^ the worm ofconlcience.
lifh fury
3.

it

'

:

;

'

;

;

•

:

:

!

;

What

a worm did Spira feel in his confcience ?
He was a terror to himfelf the worft civil wars are between
2. God will fet the difeafes of men's
a man and his confcience.

Mark

ix.

44.

:
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* The Lord! fmote
bodies againftthem, 2 Chron. x\\. 18.
Jehoram in his bowels, with an incurable difeafe.* God can raile
he can (et one
an army againll a man, out of his own bowels
humour of the body againft anoilier the heat to dry up the
the Lord needs
moillure, and the moilter to drown the heat
not go far for inllruments to punilli the finner
he can make
the joints of the fame body to I'lnite one againft another, as
:

:

:

;

Dan.

V. 6.

God

3.

will fet

men's friends againll them

;

where

they ufed to h«ve honey, they (hall have nothing but aloes and
wormwood. * When a man's ways pleafe the Lord, he fliall
make his enemies to be his friends,' Prov. xvi. 7. But whea
he oppofeth God, he maketh his friends to be his enemies.

Com mod us

the emperor, his own wife gave him poifon in perfumed wine. Sennacherib's two fons were the death of him,
9 Kings xix. 37. 4. God will let Satan againtl him, Pf. cix. (5.
* Let
Satan ftand at his right hand.'
What doth Satan at
the finners elbows ? I. He helps him to contrive fin.
2. He

tempts him to commit fin. 3. He terrifies him for fin. He
that hath Satan thus Handing at his right hand, is fure to be fet
at God's left hand.
Here is the mifery of fuch as oppofe God's
royal fceptre, he will fet every thing in the world againlllhem :
there be either juilice in heaven, or fire in hell, finners (hall
not be unpunifhed.
life laji, If God be fuch an abfolute monarch, and crowned
with fuch glory and majefty, let us all engage in his fervice,
and ftand up for his truth and worfliip
dare to own God
in the worft time
he is King of kings, and is able to reward
all his fervants
we may be lolers for him, we fiiall never be
lolers by him.
We are ready to fay, as Amaziah, '2 Chron.
*
XXV. <).
What thrtll Ido for the hundred talents.^' If 1 appear for God, I may lofe wy eRate, n)y life
I l"iy with tne
prophet, God is able to g-.ve you much more than this
he
can give you, for the prelent, inward peace, and for the future
a crown of glory which fades not away.
Qu. Wiiut kingdom doth Clinji mean here ?
Anf. Negnt. 1. He doth not mean a political or earthly
kingdom. The apoltles indeed did defire, I. Chrifi's tempo'
ral reign, A<5tt. i. 0".
When wilt thou reftore the kingdom to
Ifrael.^' but Chrift laid, his kingdom was not of this world,
John xviii. 30. So that, when Chrift taught his dii'ciples to
pray, * thy kingdom come,' He did not mean it of an earthly
kingdom, that he Ihould reign here in outward pomp and fplendor.
It is not meant of God's provid-nfial kingdom, PI/ ciii.
*
19His kingdom rultth over all ;' that is, the kingdom of
his'providence.
This kingdom we do not pray for, when we
fay, ' thy kingdom come ;' for this kingdom is already come
God exercifeth the kingdom of his providence in the world.
if

;

:

:

:

;

;
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He

putteth down one and ietteth up another.'
world but God hath an hand in it : he lets
eren wbee! a- working : he humbles the proud, and raireih the
poor out of the duti, to fet them among princes, 1 Sam. ii. 8.
The k r^iom of Gild's proTidence ruleth overall ; kinffs do
notfi
; ^t what his providence permits and orders, Acts iv.
kingdom oi God's providence we do. What kingdom
Ti-:?
£7then T5 meant here, when we fay, * Thy kingdom come r*
Af.i\ PofitiTely.
There is a twotoid kingdom meant here. 1.
Tbe kingdom of grace, which kingdom God esercifeth in the
confcieBces of his people : this is re^num Dei mikro>. God's
When we pray, * Thy kingdom
leifer kingdom, Luke v. 3.
I. Here is fomething tacitly implied, that we are in
come.*
the "- r- ?m ofdarknefe,
1.
prav that we may be brought
out:. :. z iiingdom of daritnefs. 2. That the devil s kingdom
in the world may be demolilhed.
9- Something pofiiively inpray, that the
tenc
1
i^enifit reffirum^ratiae et glome.
kin:
:f 2Tace n.ay be fet up in our hearts and increaled.
2. '.. ..;., ve pray * Thy kingdom come ;* we pray, that the
PT. ]xxr. 7.

'

Xoih);.? Irrs

in the

We

'

.

,

kingdom of

p^loiy

may

lime be tranflated into

We

and that we may in God's good
Thefe two kingdoms of grace and

batten,
it.

glory, differ not fpecifica'ly, but gradually ; they differ not in
nature, bat only in degree.
The kingdom of grace is nothing
but the inchoation or beginning of the kingdom of g'ory : the
kingdom of grace is glory in the feed, and the kingdom of glory is ?race in the flower : the kingdom o\ grace is glory in the
day-break, and thekiusdom of glory is grace in the full meridian ;
the kingdom of ^race is zlory militant, and the kingdom of glory

fuch an inleparable connectioa
between thefe two kingdoms, grace and giory, that there is no
At Athens
pafiinz into the one kingdom but by the other.
there were two tempies, a temple of virtue and a temple of hoBoar ; and there was no going into the temple of honout, but
K) the kingdoms of grace and
through the teojple of virtue
glory are fo clofe joined together, that we cannot go into the

is

grace triumphant.

There

is

:

kingdom of glorv, but ihroush the kingdom ot grace. Many
people afpire after the kingdom of glory, but r.eTer look after
grace ; but thefe two, which God hath joined together, may
not be put afunder : the kingdom of grace leads to the kingdom

of glory-.
thing implied in this petition, * Thy
kingdom come :* it is implied, that we are in the kingdom of
he
^
'
darkneli ; and we pray, that we may be bro _'
kkingdom of darknefs : the ftate of nature is a ki. _
Dfcls : it is a kmgdom : fin is fafd to reign, Rom. vi. 12. And
it is a kingdom of darknefs : it i= called the povtr of darki efs.
Col. i. 13. Man, before the feU, was iliuminated with perled
T.

r begin

with the

firft

IX THE LORD
loiO'iv^' - --

the

,

hut

dow

th'' '-r^t is

S
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edipfed, and he

- -,
of da
Hoic nuui^ iMU/^ is a natxral man

-

Q^
falkn int*

is

;t»

Qu.

m the Idnzdom ofdarb'

nejsf
Ad/. 1. He is uD^er the darimeis of JTooraoce, EjA. ir. 18.
Haviug the undenlandiag darkoed,' Ignorance is a bUck
men by nature may bare a deep
veil draM^a over the mind

.

*

;

reach

Gjd.
Ii'rael

the things of die world, but ignorant in the things ot
Xahaih the Ammonite wouid make a covenant with
to thruit out their right eyes, 1 Sam. jd. 2.
Since the

in

our left hand remains, a deep inughtinto worldly matters;
but our right eye is thruti out, we have no i&ving knowledge
of God ; lometh'mg we knon- by nature, * but notbieg a? we
ought to know,' I Cor. viiL 2. Ignorance draws the cunaios
rojod about the I'oui, I Cor. ii. 14.
natural m. ji is under the dadcoels of pollutioo : heoce
3.
finfal aAioos are called * works of darknellt,' Rom. xiii. 1?.
Pf: ie and luit dar<^en the glory of the fool ; a Baner's heart is a,
darrc conclave, it looks blacker than hell.
3. A natural man is under the darknels of mi(ery : he is eX'
pofed to divine vengeance ; and the fadne& of ihis darkneis, is,
that men are noc fenObie of it ; they are blind, vet tber think
they fee ; the darknefs of Egypt was luch thick cdraneis as
• might be felt,' Exod. x.
ii.
Men are by nature in thick
dark Dels, but here is the mifery ; the darknets cannot be felt ;
they v\ili not believe they are in the dark, till ibey are pafi refail,

A

covery.

See what the fiate of nature is, * it is a kingdom of
darknefs,' and it is a bewitching darknels, John iii. 17." * Me«
lored d r
rather than light ;* As the Athlaotes in Ethiopiicui.r :..z iun.
Such as are ftill in the kingdom of darknefs, tremble to think of this condition ; * this darknets of fin
leads to the chains of darknefs.'
Jude 6. What comfort can
fuch take in earthly things ? The E^v ptians mieht have rood,
gold, fiker ; but they could take bjt iittie comfon in them,
vhile they were in fuch darknels as nn^ht be felt ; to the natural man may have riches and friends to delight in, yet be is
in the kingdom of darknels, and how dead are all thele coa^
forts ? Thou, who art in the kingdom of darkneis, knoweft
not whither thou goeft.
As the ox is driven to the (hambles,
but he knows not whither he sroes, fo the devil is drivio* thee
before hiai to hell, but thou snoweft not whither thou goelu
i^bouldeft thou die in thy natural eira'-. -•
in the

Ute

I.

:'

•

kingdom

-

m

of darknets, blackoe.s of dar-.
r
;or thee,
Jude 13. * To whom is refertvd blacknefs of d^ukcels for ever.'
U/e II. Let us pray ihit God will brinii us out of this kiajdom of darkoei^. Cods kingdcm of grace caocot oome iot»
:

_
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our hearts,

we

are brought out of the kingdom of darknffs, I Coioir. i. 13.
fhould not we Ttrive to get out of
this kingdom of darkneCs ?
would defireto ftay in a dark
dungeon?
fear the chainsof darknefs, Jude 6.
Thefechains
are God's power, binding men as in chainsunder wrath for ever.
pray that God will deliver us out of the kingdom of darknefs.
1. Be fenfible of thy dark damned eftate, that thou haft not
one fpark of fire to give thee light. 2. Go to Chrift to enlighten
' Chrift fhall give
thee, Ephef. v. 14.
thee light :' he will not
only bring thy light to thee, but open thine eyes to fee it. That
is the firft thing implied, * thy kingdom come;' we pray that
till fiift

Why
Who

O

O

we may be brought out of the kingdom of darknefs.
The fecond thing implied in thy kingdom come,' we do
implicitly pray againft the devil's kingdom, we pray that Satan's kingdom may be demoliflied in the world.
Satan's kingdom ftands in oppofition to Chrift's kingdom and when we
pray,
Thy kingdom come,' we pray againft Satan'skingdom.
'

;

'

Satan hath a kingdom

he got his kingdom by conqueft
he
He hath his throne, Rev. ii.
* Thou dwelleit
13.
where Satan's throne is.' And his throne
is fet up in the hearts of men
he doth not care for their purfes
but their hearts, Ephef. ii. 2.
Satan is ferved upon the knee.
*
Rev, xiii. 4.
They worfhip the dragon,' that is, the devil.
Satan's empire is very large
the moft kingdoms in the world
pay tribute to him. Satan's kingdom hath two qualifications
or charaders.
(1 .) It is regnum nequHiae^ a kingdom of impiety.

conquered mankind

;

;

in paradife.

;

;

regnum J ervitutis a kingdom of flavery. 1. The
is a kingdom of impiety
nothing but fin goes
on in his kingdom, murder and herefy, luftand treachery, opprefiion and divifion are the conftant trade driven in Satan's
Satan is called the unclean fpirit, Luke xi. 24.
kingdom
What elfe is propagated in his kingdom, but a myftery of
It is

(9.)

t

kingdom of Satan

:

:

iniquity

?

Satan makes all
is a kingdom of flavery
Peccati reus dura daemonis tyrannide tenetuTf
Muis. Satan is an ufurper and a tyrant ; he is a worfe tyrant
than any other,
I. Other tyrants do but rule over the body,
but Satan's kingdom rules over the foul ; Satan rides fome men
as we do horfes.
2. Other tyrants have fome pity on their
flaves
though they make them work in the gallies, yet they
but
give them meat, and let them have their hours for reft
Satan is a mercilefs tyrant, he gives his flaves poifon inftead of
meat, he gives them hurtful lufts to feed on, 1 Tim. vi. 9. nor
will he let his flaves have aiiy reft, he hires thtm out in doing
* They weary themfelves to conimit
his drudgery, Jer. ix. 5.
iniquity.'
VVhen the devil had entered into Judas, he fends
2.

Satan's

kingdom

his fubje6ts flaves

:

!

:

;
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and from ihence to the garden, and never let him rell till he had betrayed Chrill, and hanged himfelf.
Thus Satan is the worft tyrant when men have ferved him to
their utrnoft ftrength, he will Welcome them to hell with fire

liini to tlie hi£,'h priefts,

;

and hrimllone.
Ujc. Let us pray that Satan's kingdom fet up in the world
may be thrown down. It is fad to think, that though the devil's kingdom be To bad, yet that it fhould have fo many to fup-

port it.
Satan hath more to Hand up for his kingdom, than
Chrifl hath for his.
What a large harveft of fouls hath Satan ?
And God only a few gleanings. The Pope and the Turk give
theiF power to Satan.
If in God's vifible church the devil hath
ih njany loyal fLihje6ts, that ferve him with their lives and fouls,
then how do his lubje6ts fwarm in places of idolatry and paganifm, where there is none to oppofe him, but all vote on the devil's fide
Men are willingly fiaves to Satan ; they will fight
and die for him therefore Satan is not only called the * prince
of this world,' John xix. 30. but the 'god of this world,*
2 Cor. iv. 4, to fiiew what power Satan hath over men's fouls.
let us pray, that God will break thefceptreof the devil's kingdom, that Michael may dellroy the dragon, that by the help of
a religions magiftracy and minifl:ry, the hellifh kingdom of the
prince of darkuefs may be beaten down. Satan's kingdom muft
.^

:

O

be thrown down before Chrifl' s kingdom can flourifli in its
power and majefiy.
2. When we pray, * Thy kingdom come:' here isfomething
pofitively intended.
1.
pray that the kingdom of grace may be fet up in our

We

and increafed.
That the kingdom of glory may haften, and that we may,
in God's due time, be tranflated into it.
When we
I begin with the firft, the kingdom of grace.
pray,
thy kingdom Come,' we pray, 1. That the kingdom of
grace may come into our hearts This is regman Dei, God's
*
lefler kingdom, Rom. xiv. 17.
The kingdom of God is righ* The kingdom of God is within
teoufnefs,' Luke xvii. 21.
hearts,
'2.

'

:

you.'

Qu.

1

;

Why

is

grace called a kingdom ?

when grace comes,

there is a kingly government fet up in the foul. Grace rules the will and aftedlions,
and brings the whole man in fubje6tion to Chriil Grace doth
king it ill the foul ; it fways the fceptre, it fubdues mutiuouj
lulls, and keeps the foul in a fpiritual decorum.
Qu. 2. Why is there fuch need that loe ffiould pray that this
kingdom ofgrace may come into our hearts ?
Anf. 1. Becaufe, till the kingdom of grace come, we have no
right to the covenant of grace*.
The covtnant of grace is fwee;VoL. II. No. 14.

Anf. Becaute,

:

N
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€ned with

love, befpangled with promlfes
the covenant of
grace is our magna charta, by virtue of which God pafleth himfelf over to us to be our God
But who are heirs of the covenant of grace ? Only fuch as have the kingdom of grace in their
•
hearts, Ezekiel xxvi. 96.
new heart will I give you, and
a new fpirit will I put within you;* there is the kingdom of
* I will be
grace fet up in the Ibul
then it follows, ver. 28.
your God.' The covenant of grace is to an ungracious perfon
a fealed fountain it is kept as a paradife with a flaming fword,
that the finner may not touch it
without grace you have no
more right to it than a farmer to the city-charter.
2. Unlefs the kingdom of grace be fet up in our hearts, our
pureft offerings are defiled
they may be good as to the matter,
but not as to the manner; they want that which fhould meliorate and f'weeten them.
Under the law, if a man who was unclean by a dead body, did carry a piece of holy flefti in hisfhirt,
the holy fle(h could not cleanlie him, but he polluted that. Hag.
ii. 12. - Till the kingdom of grace be in our hearts, ordinances
do not purify us, but we pollute them ; the prayer of an ungracious perfon becomes fin, Prov. xv. 8.
In what a fad condition is a man before God's kingdom of grace be fet up in his
heart whether he comes or cornes not to the ordinance, he fins :
if lie doth not come to the ordinance, he is a contemner of it
if
he doth come he is a polluter of it a finner's works are opera
morhia, dead works, Heb. i. 6. and thole works which are dead
cannot pleafe God
a dead flower hath no fweetnefs.3.
had need pray that the kingdom of grace may come,
becaufe till this kingdom come into our hearts, we are loathfome in God's eyes, Zech. xi. 8. ' My foul loathed them.*
Quanta ejl fceditas vitiofae mentis, Tully. An heart void of
grace looks blacker than hell
fin transforms one into a devil,
John vi. 70. * Have not I chofen twelve, and one of you is a
devil ?' Envy is the devil's eye, hypocrily is his cloven foot :
thus it is before the kingdom of grace come.
So deformed is a
gracelefs perfon, that when once he fees his own filth and leprofy, the firft thing he doth is to loath himfelf, Ezek. xx. 43.
• Ye (ball loath yourfelf in your own
fight for all your evils.*
I have read of a woman, who always ufed flattering glaffes ; by
chance, feeing her face in a true glat's, in infaniam delapfa, eft,
fhe ran mad.
Such as now drefs themfelves by the flattering
glals of prefumption, when once God gives them a fight of their
fiUhineis, they will abhor themfelves: ' Ye fiiall loath yourlelves in your own fight for all your evils.'
4. Before the kingdom of grace conies into us, we are fpiri;

:

A

:

;

;

:

!

:

:

;

We

;

tually illegitimate, of the baftard-brood of the old ferpent, John
44. To be illegitimate is the greareft infam)^ Deut. xxiii.

viii.

2.

*

A

bafiard (hall not enter into the congregation of the

Lord
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He

was to be kept out of the holy
to the tenth generation.'
a ballard, by the
aflemblies of Ifiael as an infamous creature
Before the kingdom of grace come into
law, cannot inherit.
:

the heart, a perfon is to God as one illegitimate, and fo con*
he cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.
5. Before the kingdom of grace be fet up in men's hearts,
the kingdom of Satan is fet up in them
they are (aid to be
power
of
Satan,
Acts
xxvi.
under the
18. Satan commands the
will: though he cannot force the will, he can, by his fubtil
temptations, draw it
The devil is faid to take ' men captive
tinuinff,

:

:

at his will,' 2 Tim. ii. 2(i.
The Greek word fignifies, to take
them alive, as the fowler doth the bird in the fnare. The finner's heart is the devil's manfion-houfe, Matth. xii. 44. * I will

go

my

where he
2.
now worketh in the
children of difobedience.*
The members of the body are the
tools which Satan works with
Satan polfeU'eth men.
In
to

houfe.'

works, Eph.

ii.

It \sofficina diaboliy Satan's (hop,
*

The

prince of the air

:

Chrift's time many had their bodies polfefled, but it is far worfe
to have their fouls polleffed
one is polfelfed with an unclean
:

devil.
No wonder the fhip
the wind blows
no wonder men go full fail
in fin, when the devil, the prince of the air, blows them
Thus
it is
till the kingdom of grace come, men are under the power
of Satan, who, like Draco, writes all his laws in blood.
6. 7^11 the kingdom of grace comes, a man lies expofed to
the wrath of God ; ' and who knows the power of his anger?*
Pialm xc. 11. If, when but a fpark of God's wrath tlies into a
man's conlcience in this life, it is (b terrible, what then will it
be, when Godftirs up alibis anger? So inconceivably torturing
is God's wrath, that the wicked call to the rocks and mountains
to fall on them, and hide them from it. Rev. vi. 1. The hellilh
torments are compared to a liery lake. Rev. xx. 15. Other fire
is but painted in comparilbn of this
and this lake of Itje burns
for ever, Mark ix. 44.
God's breath kindles this fire, liaiah
XXX. 22. And, where Ihall we find engmes or buckets to quench
it ? Time will not finifh it ; tears will not quench it.
To this
fiery lake are men expofed, till the kingdom of grace be let up

devil, another with a revengeful

goes

full fail

when

;

:

;

:

in

them.

7. Till the kingdom of grace come, men cannot die with
comfort
only he who takes Chritt in the arms of his faith, can
look death in the face with Joy.
But it is fad to have the king
of terrors in the body, and not the kingdom of grace in the
foul.
It is a wonder every gracelelis perfon doth not die diltra6ted
what will a grace-defpifer do, when death comes to
him with a writ of habeas corpus? Hell follows death. Rev. vi.
8. * Behold, a pale horfe, and his name that lat on him was
death, and hell followed him.'
Thus you fee what need we
;

;

N2
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have to pray that the kingdom of grace may come. He that
dies without Chrift, I may (ay as Clirift, Matt, xxviii. 24.
It
had been good for that manjie had not been born.' Few do
beheve the nectffity of having the kingdom of grace fet up in
their hearts, as a|)pears by this, becaufe they are lb well content
to live without it.
Doth that man believe the iiecelhty of a
pardon, that is content to be without it ? Moft people, if they
may have trading, and may fit quietly under their vine and figtrees, they are in their kingdom, though they have not the
kindom of God within them. If the candle of profperity fiiine
upon their iitad, they care not whether the grace of God (hino
in their heart
do thel'e men believe the necelhty of grace?
Were they convinced how needful it were to have the kingdom
of God within them, they would cry out as the Jailor, Acts
xvi. 3. ' What Ihall 1 do to be faved ?'
Qu. 3. Moid may we know that the kingdom of grace is fet vp
'

j3

:

in our hearts ?

concerns us to examine this; our falvaiion depends
upon it ; and we had need be curious in the learch, becaufe
there is fomething looks like grace, which is not, Gal. vi. 3.
* If a man thinks himfelf to be fomething, when he is nothing,
he deceives himiielf.' Many think they have the kingdom of
grace come into their heart, and it is only a chimera, a golden
dream.
Quam multi cum vanfifpc defcendat ad infera ! Aug.
Zeuxis did paint grapes lb lively, that he deceived the living
birds.
There are many deceits about grace.
Deceit 1. Men think they have the kingdom of grace in their
hearts, becaufe they have the means of grace ; they live where
the filver trumpet of the gofpel founds, they are lift up to heaven with ordinances, Judges xvii. 13. * I have a Levite to my
prieft,' fure I fliall go to heaven.
The Jews cried, Jer. viii.
4. ' The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord ;' we are
apt to glory in this, the oracles of God are committed to us,
we have word and facrament. Alas this is a fallacy ; we may
have the means of grace, yet the kingdom of grace may not be
fet up in our hearts ;
we may have the kingdom of God com*
Tiigh us, Luke xi. 20. but not into us
the found of the word
Many of
our ears, but not the favour of it in our hearts.
the Jews, who had Chrill: for their preacher, were never the
belter : hot clothes will not put warmth into a dead man.
Thou mayeft have hot clothes, warm and lively preaching, yet
1)8 fpiritually dead, Mat^ vii. 12. * The children of the kingdom
ihall be caft out.'
Deceit 2. Men think they have the kingdom of grace fet up
in their hearts, becaufe they have fome common works of the

Anf.

It

!

;

m

ipirit.

(I.)

They have

great enlightcnings of mind, profound

know-
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ledge, an<l almoll fpcak like angels dropped from heaven : but
tlie apollio luppolelh a caie, thai after men liave been enligtened

may fall away» Heb. vi. 4, 5, (5.
Qn. But wherein do til this illuvtiiiation come JJiort ?
yiiif. The illnmination of hypocrites is not virtual,

they

it

doth

not leave au impretrion of liolineis behind ; it is like weak phyTlie mind is enlightened, but the
fic, that w^ill not work.
heart is not rene\ve<l. A Chriltian that is all head, but no feet,
he doth not walk in the ways of God.
(2.) Men have had convidions and ftirrings of confcience for
fin, they have leen the evil of their ways, therefore now they
hope the kingdou) of grace is come ; but, 1 fay, convi6tions,
though they are a (tep towards grace, yet they are not grace.
Had not Pharaoh and Judas convidions? Exod. x. 16.

Qu. What makes

convitiions inove abortive ? Wherein

is

the

defect ?

Anf.

I.

They are

without
withered, Mat.

felf loll

a finner never fawhimthe feed that wanted depth of earth
Thefe convidions are like bloflbms

not deep enough

Clirift
xiii.

:

5.

:

before they come to matuvity.
y. Thefe convidions
are involuntary ; the (inner doth what he can to Itiflle thefe convictions
he drowns them in wme and mirth ; he labours to
get rid of tljein : as the deer, when it is Ihot runs and Ihakes

blown

oft'

;

doth he the arrow of convidion
or as the
and breaks loofe
fo a maa
breaks loole from his convidions.
His corruptions arefironger
than his convidions.
(3.) ]\len have had feme kind of humiliation, and have (bed
tears for their fins, therefore now they hope the kingdom of
grace is come into their hearts.
But this it no infallible fign of
grace
Saul wept, Ahab humbled himfelf.
Qu. Why is not humiliation grace ? Wherein doth it cone

out the arrow,
prifoner that

fo

files

:

off his fetters,

;

;

JJiort 9

AnC. I. Tears in the wicked do notfpring from love to God,
but are forced by afflitticn, Gen. iv. 13. as water that drop.'if
from the itill is forced by the fire. The tears of fiimers arc
forced by God's fiery judgments.
2. 'i'hey ara deceitful tears
lacliryniae mentiri doftae
men weep, yet go on in (in ; thty do
not drown their fins in their tears.
(4) iMt n have begun Ibme reiormation, therefore fure now
the kingdom of grace is come
but there may be deceit in this;
1.
man may leave his oaths and drunkennefs, yet ftill be in
love with (in
he may leave his fin out of fear of hell, or becaule
it brings Ihanie and penury, but (till his heart goes after it,
Hof. iv. S. • They fet their hearts on their iniquity ;' as Lot's
wife left Sodom, but (till her heart was in Sodom.
Hypocrites
are like the Inake which calls her coat, but keeps her poilbn :
;

;

A

;
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they keep the love of fin, as one that hath been long fuitor to
another ; thouglj his friends break off the match, yet dill
he hath a hankering love to her. 2. It may be a partial reformation ; he may leave ott'one fin, and live in another ; he may
refrain drunkennefs, and live in covetoulhefs ; he may refrain
fwearing, and live in the fin of flandering one devi! may be
caft out, and another as bad may come in his room. 3.
man
may forfake grofs fins, but have no relu6tancy againft heart-fins :
motus primo primi, proud, lutlful thoughts; though he damns
lip the fi:ream, he lets alone the fountain.
therefore if there
be fo many deceits, and men may think the kingdom of
grace is come into our hearts, when it is not, how curious and
critical had we need be in our fearch, whether we have the
kingdom of grace really come into our hearts } If a man be deceived in the title of his land, it is but the lofs of his efi;ate ;
but if be deceived about his grace, it is the lofs of his foul.
I
fhould now come to anfwer this queition, how may we know
that the kingdom of grace is fet up in our hearts ?
Qu. Hoiv may ice know the kingdom of grace is fet up in us ?
Anf. 1. In general, by having a metamorphofis or change
wrought in the foul ; this is called the ' new creature,' 2 Cor.
V. 17.
The faculties are not new, but there is a new nature ;
as the firings of a lute are the fame, but the tune is altered.
When the kingdom of grace is-fet up, there is light in the mind,
order in the affections, pliablenefs of the will, tendernefs in the
confcience ; iuch as can find no change of heart, they are the
fame as they were ; as vain, as earthly, as unclean as ever ;
there is no fign of God's kingdom of grace in them.
2. More particularly we may know the kingdom of grace is
fet up in our hearts, 1. By having unfeigned defires after God ;
this is the fmoakingilax Chrift will not quench.
true defire
of grace, is grace ; by the beating of this pulfe, conclude there
* O
is life, Neh. i. il.
Lord let thy ear be attentive to the
prayers of thy fervants who defire to fear thy name.'
But may
'
hypocrite
not an
have good defires ? Num. xxiii. 10.
Let
me die the death of the righteous.* Therefore, I fay, unfeigned
defires evidence the kingdom of God within a man.
Qu, But lioiv inaxj thefe unfeigned dejires he known ?
Anf. 1. An unfeigned defire is ingenuous ; we defire God
propter fe, for himfclf, for his intrinfical excellencies, and the
oriency of his beauty which fhines ; the favour of Chrift' s oint;

A

O

A

ments

(/.

draw the

e.) his graces,

A

virgin's

him.
what he

defires after

Cant. i. 3.
true faint defires Chrilt not only for
hath, but for what he is
not only for liis rewards, but for his
holinefs.
No hypocrite can thus defire God ; he may defire
him for his jewels, but not for his beauty.
;
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An

unfeigned defire is unfatiable, it cannat be fatisficd
without God : let the world heap her honours and richer, they
Not flowers or mulic will content him who is
will not fatisfy.
thirlty ; nothing will quench the foul's third but the blood
of Chrift ; he faints away, his heart bieaks with longing for
God, Pial. Ixxxiv. 2. and cxix. 20.
3. An unfeigned defire is a6live, it flourilTieth into endea'
With my foul have I delired thee, yea,
vour, lla. xxvi. y.
with my fpirit within me will I leek thee early.' A foul that
defires aright faith, Chrill I mult have, grace 1 muit have, I
will have heaven, thmjgh I take it by llorm ; he who defires
water, will let down the bucket into the well to draw it up.
we defire Chrill, not
4. An unfeigned defire is fuperlative
only more than the world, but more than heaven, Pf. Ixxiii.
'
have I in heaven but thee ?' Heaven itl'elf would
25.
not fati&fy without Chrill ; Chrift is the diamond in the ring
of glory ; if God fhould lay to the foul I will put thee into heaven, but I will hide my face from thee, I will draw a curtain
between, that thou ("halt not behold my glory ; the foul would
* Now
•not be fatisfied, but lay as Abfalom, 2 Sam. xiv. 32.
^.

:

Whom

therefore let

me

fee the king's face.*

An

unfeigned defire is gradual
it increafeth as the fun
in the horizon
a little of God will not fatisfy, but the pious
Ibul defireth dill more
a drop of water is not enough for the
thirfiiy traveller.
Though a Chriilian is thankful for the leali
degree of grace, yet he is not fatislied with the greateft
ftill
he thirfts for more of Chrift, and his Spirit. Defire is an holy
droply
a faint would have more knowledge, more fan6tity»
roore of Chrift' s prefence.
glimpfe of Chrift through the
lattice of an ordinance is fweet ; and now the ibul will never
leave longing till it fees him face to face.
He defires to have
grace perfected in glory.
Dnlc/Jfuno Deo tolas immergi. cnpit os
invifcerari ; we would be fwallowed up in God, and be ever
bathing ourfelves in thole perfumed waters of pleafure, which
run at liis right-hand for ever.
Sure this unfeigned defire after God is a blelfed fign that the kingdom of grace is come into
our hearts, the beating of this pulle (hews life, EJia Deouthene
lelimits, Aug. If iron move upwards contrary to its nature it is
a fign fome loadftone hath been there drawing it
if the foul
move towards God in an unfeigned defire, it is a lign the
may kno\y
loadftone of the Spirit hath been drawing it.
the kingdom of grace is come into our hearts, by having the
princely grace of faith.
Fides eji Janiii/Jima hn)na?ii pectoris.
Gemma. Faith cuts us oft" from the wild olive ot nature and
ingrafts us into Chrill ; faith is the vital artery of the ibul,
Heb. X. 38. * 'i'he jutl (hall live by faiih.' Faith makes an
holy adventure ou Chrift's merits ; when this faith, as a prince5.

:

;

;

;

:

A

;

We

—

;
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]y grace reigns in the foul, now the kingdom of God is come
unto us. The Hebrew word for faith cotnes from a radix,
which fignifies a nourifli ; faith nouriflieth tlie foul, and is the
But, who will not fay he is a believer ?
nurle of all the graces.

Simon Magus

believed. Acts

Yet was

in the gall of
mantle.
As thfe
The hypocrite can put on faith's
bitternefs.
How fliall we know therefore that our
Devil did Samuel's.
faith is found, that it is the faith of the operation of God, CoU
And fo that the kingdom ofGod is within us ?
ii. 12.
True faith is wrought by the miniflry of the word,
1.
Anf.
Rom. X. 17« * Faith comes by hearing.* Peter let down the
net of his miniflry, and at one draught catched three thoufand
viii.

13.

Let us examine how was'our faith wrought ? Did God
word humble us ? Did he break up the
heart,
and then call in the feed of faith ?
fallow ground of our
good fign, but, if you know not how you came by your faith,

I'oul?.

in the miniftry of the

A

furpe6t yourfislves

when

:

know not

they

we fufpe6t men to have
how they came by them.

as

llolen goods,

minute and fmall, like a grain of muf-^
doubts
and fears, it is fmoaking flax
tard feed
it is full of
it isfo
it fmoaks with defire, but doth not flame with comfort
he
whether
hath
difcern
faith
can
hardly
fmall ihat a Chriftian
^.

True

faith is at

firll

;

;

;

or not.

long in working, non fit mjfanti—— it cofts
many fearchings of heart, many prayers and tears there is a
the foul fulfers many fore pangs of humiliafpiritual combat
They whole faith is per
tion before the child of faith be born.
J'altum, they leap out of fin into a confidence that Chrill is
I lay, as Ifoac concerning hisfon's venilbn. Gen. xxvii.
theirs
* How is it that thou
halt found it fo quichly ?* HoiV is
eo.
it that thou comell by thy faith fo foon ? The feed in the parable which fprung up fuddenly withered, Mark iv. 5. Solent
p roecoca J'yn ito JlacceJJere
as a little bezoar is
4. True faitl'i is joined with fanclity
3.

True

faith

is

;

:

:

.

;

lb a little faith
flrong in operatiwi, and a little mulk Ivveetens
punfies, 1 Tim. iii. 9. * Holding the myllery of faith in a pure
Faith, though it doth but touch Chrift, fetcheth
conlcience.'
Juftifying faith doth that, in a
an healing virtue from him.
removes the
it
fpiritual ienfe, which miraculous faith doih
mountains of fin, and calls them into the lea of Chrift's blood.
Tho' a Chrillian
5. True faith will trull God with a pawn.
;

;

doth not biollbm, yet he
Faith fears not
Fides famem nonformidal.
will trull in GoH
Pf. xxxvii.
bond,
his
famine.
God hath given us his pronnleas
'
Faith puts this bond in I'uit :
Verily thou (halt be fed.'
S.
He
his promife fliall fail.
than
miricle,
God will rather work a
hath caufe to lufped his failh, who faith, he trulls God for the*
cut (hort

in

provifions, the
:

fig-tree

—
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greater, but dares not. truft him for theleffer ; he trulls God for
falvation, but dares not truft him for a livelihood.
faith is prolifical, it brings forth fruit ; faith hath
(i. True
Fides pinguei'cit apeRacJiers beauty, and Leah's fruitfulnefs.
Faith believes as
ribns, Luther.
Faith is full of good works.
did not work, and it works as if it did not believe ; faith is
the fpoute- like grace which marries Chriil, and good works are
By having fuch a faith, we
the cliildren which faith bears.
may know the kingdom of God is within us ; grace is certainly
if

it

in our hearts.

We may

3.

know

the

kingdom of grace

is

come

into our
love are

faith and
hearts, by having the noble grace of love
the two poles on which all religion turns, Cant. i. 4. * The upright love thee.'
True love is to love God out of choice love
turns the foul into a feraphim
it makes it burn in a flame of
love is the
atiedion
love is the truett touchftone of fincerity
queen of the graces, it commands the whole foul, 2 Cor. v. 4.
If our love to God be genuine and real, we let him have the
fupremacy we fet him in the higheft room of our foul ; we
give him the purefl of our love. Cant. viii. 2. * I would caufe
thee to drink of fpiced wine, of the juice of the pomegranate.'
If the fpoufe had anything better than another, a cup more
we give the creajuicy and fpiced, Chrift fliould drink of that
:

:

;

:

:

;

:

In fhort, if we
ture the milk of our love, but God the cream.
love God aright, we love his laws ; we love his pi(5lure drawn
in the faints, by the pencil of the Holy Ghoft; we love his prefence in his ordinances.
Sledian faith. That the protellants in
France had a church, which they called Paradife as if they
thought themfelves in paradife, while they had God's prefence
in his fanduary.
The foul that loves God,, loves his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. It will be a glorious appearing to the faints,
;

when

complete, then their joy
fliall be full.
The bride longs for the marriage-day * the Spirit
and the bride fay come even lb come. Lord Jefus,' Re;^.
xxii. 17.
By this facred love we may know the kingdom of
their union

with Chrift

fhall be

:

:

God

is

within us.

We

may know

the kingdom of grace is corae into our
hearte by fpiritualizing the duties of religion, 1 Pet. ii. 5. * Ye
Spiriare an holy priefthood to otfer up fpiritual facrifices.'
tualizing duty confills in three things.
1. Fixednefs of mind.
2. Fervency of devotion.
3. Uprightnefs of aim.
1. Fi.xednefs of mind : Then we fpiritualize duty, when our
minds are fixed on God, I Cor. vii. 35. ' That you may attend
on the Lord without di(lra6tion.* Tho' impertinent thoughts
fometimes come into the heart in duly, yet they are not allow4.

VoL.

II.

No.

14.

O
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ed, Pful. cxix. 13. they come as unwelcome guefts, which arf
no fooiier (pied, but they are turned out.
2. Fervency of devotion, Rom. xii. 11. * Fervent in fpirit,
ferving the Lord.' It is a metaphor alludes to water that feethes
and boils over ; fo the affe6tions boil over, the eyes melt in tears,
not only bring our
the heart flows in holy ejaculations.
oflering to God, but our hearts.
heart that is upright hath three
3. Uprightnefs of aim.

— We

A

1. That he may grow more like God
As Mofes
ends in duty
on the mount had fome of God's glory refleded on him, * his
2. That he may have more communion with
face fliined.'
3.
God, 1 John i. 6. * our fellowrtiip is with the Father.*
That he may bring more glory to God, 1 Pet. iv. 11. Phil. i.
Sincerity aims at God
20. ' That Chriil may be magnified.'
though we flioot ftiort, yet we take a right aim this is
in all
^ fure evidence of grace, the fpiritualizing- duty. The fpirits of
:

:

:

;

wine are

nels in duty

is

ward pompous
5.

A

beil, fo isthefpiritual part of duty.

We

may

little fpiritual-

the gildings of the temple, or outworlhip, which doth lb dazzle carnal eyes.
know the kingdom of grace is come into us, by

better than

ail

our antipathy and oppofition againfl every known fin, Plal.
Hatred is [Gr. profta
cxix. 104. * I hate every falfe way.'
whole
kind
hatred is implacable :
the
gene, Arifl; ] againft
anger may be reconciled, hatred cannot. A gracious foul not
only forl'akes fin (as a man forfakes his country never to return
as there is an antipathy between the
to it more) but hates fin
:

;

If the kingdom of God be within
crocodile and the fcorpion.
hell,
but we hate it as hell, as being
us, we not only hate fin for
contrary to God's holinefs and our happinefs.
may know the kingdom of grace is conje into us,
6.
when we have given up ourl'elves to God by obedience: as a
fervant gives up himfelf to his mafiier, as a wife gives up herfelf

We

ourfelves to God by obedience :
and this obedience is, 1. Free; as that is the fweeteft honey
which drops from the comb. 2. Uniform ; we obey God in

to her hulband, lb

we

give

ifj^

one thing as well as another, Pfal. cxix. 6. * Then fliall I not
be afiiamed ;' or, as it is in the Hebrew, I fliall not blufh whea
good Chriftian is
I have refpe6l to all thy commandments.
like a pair of compafies, one foot of the compals Hands upon the
io a
centre, and the other foot of it goes round the circle
Chriftian by faith ftands on God the centre, and by obedience
goes round the circle of God's commandments a fign the kingdom of grace is not come into the heart, when it doth not reign
there by uniVerlal obedience.
Hypocrites would have Chrift to
be their (aviour; but they pluck the government from his
Ihoulders, they vviil not have him rule; but he who hath the
kingdom of God within him, fubmils cheerfully to every con>

A

;

:
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imand of God
He will do what God will have him do he will
be what God will have him be he puts a blank paper into
God's hand, and faith, *' Lord, write what thou wilt, I will
Bleffed is he that can find all ihel'e things in his
fubfcribe."
*
foul,
He is all glorious within,* Pfaim xlv. 13. He carries
a kingdom about him, this kingdom of grace will certainly bring
to a kingdom of glory.
I (hall anfwer fome doubts and objeAions that a Chriftian
;

:

:

may make

againft himfelf.

Obj. I fear the kingdom of grace

is

not yet come into

my

heart.

Anf, When a Chriftian is under temptation, or grace lies
dormant, he is not fit to be his own judge but in this cafe he
mult take the witnefs of others who have the fpirit of difcerning.
But let us hear a Chriftian's objections againft himfelf,
why he .thialis the kingdom of grace is not yet come into his
;

heart.

Obj,

I cannot difcem grace.
Anf. A child of God may have the kingdom of grace in his
The cup was in Benjamin's fack,
heart, yet not know it.
did
not
know
it
was there thou mayell have faith
though he
in thy heart, the cup may be in thy fack, though thou knoweft
it not.
Old Jacob wept for his fon Jofeph, when Jofeph was
alive
thou rnayeft weep for want of grace, when grace may be
alive in thy heart.
The feed may be in the ground, when we
do not fee it fpring up; the feed of God may be fown in thy
heart, though thou doft not perceive the fpringing of it ap.
Think not grace is loft becaufe it is hid.
Obj. S. Before the kingdom of grace come into the heart,
the fallow ground of the
there mufi be fome preparation for it
heart mufl be broken up : I fear the plough of the laio hath not
gone deep enough, I have not been humbled enough, therefore I
have no grace
Anf. God doth not prefcribe a juft proportion of forrow and
humiliation
the fcripture mentions the truth of forrow, but
not the meafure.
Some are more flagitious finners than others,
knotty
thel'e muft have a greater degree of humiliation.
piece of timber requires more wedges to be driven into it. Some
ftomachs are fouler than others, therefore need ftronger phyfic.
But wouldft thou know when thou haft been humbled enough
for fin ?
When thou art willing to let go thy fins. Then the
gold bath lien long enough in the furnace, when the droCs is
purged out fo, when the love of fin is purged out, a foul is
humbled enough to divine acceptation, though not to divine
fcitisfaclion.
Now if thou art humbled enough, (though not fo
much as others] what needs more? Frujirafit per plura, iScc
1.

;

;

;

.

:

A

—

;

o«

;
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If a needle will let out the impofihume, what needs a lance?
Be not more cruel to thyfelfthan God would have thee.

Obj. 3. // the kingdom of God were loithin me, it would he a
kingdom of power it would enable me toj'erve God with vigour
but I have afpirit of infirmity upon me, lam weak and
offoul
impotent, a7id untuned to every holy aclion.
Anf. There is a great difference between the weaknefs of
grace, and the want of grace
a man may have life, although
he be fick and weak. Weak grace is not to be defpifed, but
Chrift will not break the bruifed reed. Do not argue
cheriflied
from the weaknefs of grace to the nullity.
Weak grace will give us a title to Chrift, as well as
1.
weak hand of faith will receive the alms of Chrift's
ftrong.
;

;

;

;

A

merits.

Weak

capable of growth.
The feed fprings up
by degrees, fnil the blade, and then the ear, and then the full
the faith that is ftrongeft was once in its incorn in the ear
Grace is like the waters of the fan6tuary, which did rife
fancy.
be not difcouraged at thy weak faith
higher and higher
be
though it
but bloffoming, it will by degrees come to more
maturity.
3. The weakeft grace fhall perfevere, as well as the ftrongeft.
fucking child was as lafe in the ark, as Noah.
An infant
believer, that is but newly laiH to the breaft of the promife, is
as fafe in Chrift, as the moft eminent heroic faint.
Obj. 4. I fear the kingdom of grace is not yet come, hecavfe
I find the kingdom ofjinfo ftrong in me. Had I faith, it icould
but I find much pride, worldlinefs, pafjion.
purify my heart
Anf. The beft of the faints have remainders of corruption,
Dan. vii. 22. * They had their dominion taken away, yet their
lives were prolonged for afeafon.'
So in the regenerate, tho*
dominion
of
fin
be
taken
away,
yet
the life of it is prolonged
the
What pride was there in Chrift's own difciples,
for a feafon.
when they ftrove which Ihould be greateft ? The ifl'ue of fin will
not be quite ftopped till death. The Lord is pleafed to let the
in-being of fin continue, to humble his people, and make them
prize Chrift the more; but, becaufe you find corruptions ftirring, do not therefore prefently unfaint yourfelves, and deny
the kingdom of grace to be come into your fouls.
That you
feel fin, is an evidence of fpiritual life
that you mourn for fin,
what are thefe tears but fruits of love to God ? that you have a
combat with fin, argues antipathy againft it thofe fins which
you did once wear as a crown on your head, are now as fetters
on the leg is not all this from the fpirit of grace in you ? fin is
in you, as poifon in the body, which you are fick of, and ufe all
fcripture antidotes to expel.
Should we condemn all thofe who
have the indwelling of fin, nay, who have had fin., (at feme2.

faith

is

:

:

A

;

;

:

;
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(hould blot fome of the beft faints out of

kingdom of grace comes, it foftens the
heart: hut I find yny heart frozen and congealed into hardnefs^ I
can hardly J'queeze out one tear. Do flowers grow on a rock ?
can there be any grace infuch a rocky heart 9
Anf. I. 7'here may be grief where there are no tears the
In. your judgment you elleem fin the
beil forrow is rationai.
moil hyperbolical evil, jou have a difgull and a difplacency
this is a rational forrow, and fuch as God will
againft fin
Obj.

Where

5.

the

;

;

accept.
1.

A

may have fome hardnefs in his heart, yet not
heart.
A field may have tares in it, yet we call

Chriftian

have an hard
in the bed heart is a mixture of hardnefs,
it a field of wheat
yet becaufe there is fome foftnefs and melting, God looks upoa
;

it

as a loft heart

:

therefore, Chritlian, difpnte not againft thy-

thou canft find but one thing, " That the frame and
temper of thy foul be holy." Art thou fl;ill breathing after
God, delighting in him? is the complexion of thy foul heavenly? canit thou fay as David, Pl'al. cxxxix. 1?. \Wlien I
awake, T am Hill with thee?* As colours laid in oil, or a (tatue
the foul is
carved in gold, abide, fo doth an holy complexion
If it be thus wiih thee, aflure thyftill pointing towards God.
be not unkind
felf the kingdom of grace is come into the foul
to God, to deny any work of his Spirit which he hath wrought

felf, if

;

;

in thee,

Ufe.

I.

Of

exhortation.

Labour

to find that this

kingdom

while others afpire after heaof grace is fet up in our hearts
venly kingdoms, labour to have the kingdom of God within you,
Luke xvii. 21. The kingdom of grace mufi; come into us, before we can go into the kingdom of glory.
Motives.
Iji Motive.
This kingdom of God within us is our fpiritnal
beauty: the kingdom of grace adorns a perlbn, and fets hirn
otfin the eyes of God and angels.
This makes the king's
daughter all glorious within, PC, xlv. 13.
Grace fheds a giory
;

lultre upon the foul.
As the diamond to the ring, fo is
grace to the foul.
An heart beautified with grace, hath the
King of heaven's picture hung in it.
The kingdom of grace fet up in the heart is our
Qd Motive.
Grace is called the ' Armour of light,' Rom.
fpiritual defence.
He'
It is light for beauly, and armour for delence.
xiii. 12.
'
itrengihened
is
halh
the
kingdom
of grace within him,
who
with all might according to God's glorious power,' Col. i. 11.
he hath the (hield of faith, the helmet ol' hope, the breait plate
of righteonliiels ; this armour can never be (hot thro', it fortifies a Chrifiian againii the ailiiuUs of temptations, and the
terrors of hell.

and
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3d Motwe, The kingdom of grace iet up in the heart brings
peace with it, Rom. xiv. 17. • The kingdom of God is righThere is a fecret peace breeds out of hoteoufnefs and peace.'
Peace is the bell bleffing of a kingdom : Pax una trilinefs.
The kingdom of grace is a kingdom
iimphis mnumeris melior.
grace is the root, peace is the flower grows out of it J
of peace
in
procella, iuch peace that no worldly affli6lion caa
pax
is
it
ibake.
The doors of Solomon's temple were made of olive tree,
carved with open flowers, 1 Kings vi. 32. in a gracious heart is
the olive of peace, and the open flowers of joy.
iith Motive.
The kingdom of grace enricheth the foul ; a
its
riches.
believer is faid to be rich in faith,
kingdom hath
James iii. 5. How rich is he who hath God for his God^ who
man may be rich
is heir to all the promifes ? Heb. vi. 17.
in bills and bonds ; a believer, tho* he may fay as Peter, * Silyet he is rich in bill*
ver and gold have I none,' A6ts iii. 6.
and to be heir to
and bonds, he is heir to all God's promifes
the promifes, is better than to be heir to the crown.
5th Motive.
When the kingdom of grace comes, it doth fix
;

A

A
;

and eftablKh the heart,

Pf. Ivii. 7.

*

O

God my

heart

is

fixed.*

Before the kingdom of grace comes, the heart is very unfixed
and unfettled ; like a fliip without a ballaft, like quickfilver
that cannot be made to fix ; but when the kingdom of grace
comes,it (\olh Jiabilire animuTh, it fixeth the heart upon God ;

and when the heart is fixed, it relts quiet as in its centre.
it is
6th Motive.
This kingdom of grace is dillinguifliing
a fure pledge of God's love. God may give kingdoms in anger ;
but wherever the kingdom of grace is fet up, it is in love God
cannot give grace in anger.
The crown always goes with this
;

;

kingdom

;

let

us

therefore be ambitious of this

kingdom of

grace.
fhould we do to ohtain this kingdom 9
In
general, take pains for it : we cannot have the
Anf.
world without labour, and do we think to have grace } * If
man may as well exthou feekell her as filver,' Prov. ii. 3.
pert a crop without fowing, as grace without labour.
mufl; not think to have grace as Ilrael had manna ; they did
not plow nor fbw, but it was rained down from heaven upon
them : No we mufl operam dare, take pains for grace. Our
falvation cofl Chrift blood, it will coll us fvveat.
2. Let us go to God to fet up this kingdom of grace in our
hearts; God is called, * the God of all grace,' I Pet. v. 10.
Say, Lord, I want this kingdom of grace, I want an humble,
believing heart,
enrich me with grace, let thy kingdom
come; and be importunate fuitors. As Achfah faid to her father Caleb, Jofli. XV. ly. * Thou hall given me a fouth land,
give me alfo fprings of water :' fo. Lord, thou haft given m«

Qu. Hoio
I.

A

O

We

1
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enough of the world, here

is a fouth land ; but, Lord, give me
the upper- fprings of grace, let * thy kingdom come.'
What is
the venifon ihou haft given me, without the blefllng ? When
we are importunate with God, and will take no denial, then he
will fetup his kingdom within us.
3. Keep dole to the word preached ; the word preached is
virga virtutis, the rod of God's llrength ; it is the great engine
God ufeth for the fetting up the kingdom of grace in the heart,
Rom. X. 17- * Faith comes by hearing.' Though God could
work grace immediately by his Spirit, or by the miiiiftry of
angels from heaven, yet he choofeth to work by the word
preached ; this is the ufual mean, by which he fets up the kingdom of grace in the heart ; and the reafon is, becaufe he hath
put his divine fan6lion upon it, he hath appointed it for the
means of working grace, and he will honour his own ordinance,
1 Cor. i. 21.
What reafon could be given why the waters of
Damafcus fliould not have as fovereign virtue to heal Naaman's
leprofy, as the waters of Jordan ? only this, becaufe God did
appoint and fandify the waters of Jordan to heal and not the
others; therefore let us keep the word preached, becaufe the
power of God goes along with it.
Uj'e II. Such as have this kingdom of God fet up in them,
thankfgiving
it calls for gratulation and
what will you be
thankful for, if not for a kingdom ? Grace is the bell blelfing,
it is the refultand produ6l of God's ele6ting love: God, in fetting up his kingdom of grace, hath done more for you, than
if he had made you kings and queens ; for now you are boru
of God, and of the blood-royal of heaven.
admire and exalt
free grace
make God's praife glorious, Pfal. Ixvi. 2. The
apoftle feldom mentions the work of grace, but he joins praife.
Col. i. 12. • Giving thanks to the Father, who hath made us
meet for the inheritance of the faints in light.' If God hath
crowned you with the kingdom of grace, do you crown him
:

O

;

with your praifes.
2. The iecond thing intended by our Saviour in this petition
is, that the kingdom of grace may increafe, that it may come
more into us and this may anfwer a quedion.
Qu. W/iy do loe pray, * thy kingdom come,' ivlien the kingdom
of grace is already come into the foul ?
Anf. Though the kingdom of grace be already come into us,
yetftill we muft pray, ' thy kingdom come ;* namely that grace
may be increafed, and that this kingdom may flourilh Hill more
in our fouls.
Till we come to live anmng the angels, we fliali
need to pray this prayer, * thy kingdom come;' Lord, let thy
kingdom of grace come in more power into my foul, let grate
be more augmented and increafed.
:
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Qu.
When

When

(1.)
is it

doth the Jdngdom of grace increafe

ajlontilhijig

in the foul

?

kingdom ?

When

a Chriftian hath further degrees added to his
there is more oil in the lamp, his knowledge is clearer,
grace is capable of degrees, and may
his love is more enflamed
It is not with us as it
rife higher as the fun in the horizon.
*
without meafure/
fpirit
Chrift,
who
received
the
was with
John iii. 34. Chrift could not be more holy than he was ; but
our grace is receptive of further degrees, we may have more
fanctity, we may add more cubits to our fpiritual ftature.
1. Then the kingdom of grace increafeth, when a Chriftian
hath gotten more ftrength than he had, Jobxvii. 9. * He that

Anf.
graces

\:

:

:

hath clean hands (hall be ftronger and llronger.' Heb. ' He
Chriftian hath ftrength to re fi ft;
iliall add to his ftrength.'

A

'Tis
temptation, to forgive his enemies, to fufter affli6tion.
fufi"er
a man muft deny himfelf before he take up
The way to heaven is like the way which Jonathan
the crofs.
and his armour bearer had in climbing up afteep place, 1 Sam.
' There was a fharp rock on the one fide, and a ftiarp
xiv. 4.
It requires much ftrength to climb up this
rock on the other.*
rocky Avay. That grace which will carry us through profperity,
the fliip needs ftronger
will not carry us through fufterings
Now, when
tackling to carry it through a ftorm than a calm.
under
aftli6tion,
up
bear
we
can
grace,
that
ftrong
in
we are fo
without murmuring or fainting here is the kingdom of grace
What mighty ftrength of grace had he, who told
increafed.
the emperor Valentinian, you may take away my life, but you
cannot take away my love to the truth.
2. Then the kingdom of grace increafeth, when a Chriftian
hath moftconfli6t with fpiritual corruptions, he not only abftains
from gvofs evils, but hath a combat with inward, hidden, clofe
as pride, envy, hypocrify, vain thoughts, carnal
corruptions
thefe are fpiritual wickednefi'es, and do both defile
confidence
' Let us cleanfe ourfelves
from all
Cor. vii. 1.
difturb,
5
and
Which Ihews there are two
fillhinefs of the flefli and fpirit.'
forts of corruptions, one of the flefli, the other of the fpirit.
When we grieve for, and combat with fpiritual fin (asbeing the
root of all grofs fins) now, the kingdom of grace increafeth, and
fpreads its territories in the foul.
3. Then the kingdom of grace flourifiieth, when a Chriftian
I live by the faith of
hath learned to live by faith. Gal. ii. 2,
and the drawing
of
faith,
There is the habit
the Son of God.'
of this habit into exercife
for a Chriftian to graft his hope of

not eafy to

;

:

;

:

:

'

:

falvation, only

upon the ftock of

Chrift's righttoufnefs,

and

jnake ChriiV, all in juftification ; to live on the promites, as a
to iruft
bee on the flower, and fuck out the fweetnefs of them
a
through
love
believe
his
to
Cod where we canuot triice him ;
;
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perHiade ourfelves, when he hath the face of an
when we are arrivenemy, yet he hath the heart of a Father
ed at iliis, here is the kingdom of grace flourilhing in our foulrf.
;').
When a Chriitian is arrived at holy zeal, Numb. xxv. 13.
Phinehas was zealous for his God. Zeal is the (lame of the afa zealous Chriilian is
t'f'dions, it turns a laint into a leraphim
He will wrefimp.\rierit when God is difhonoured, Rev. ii. 2.
t!e wifh difficulties, he will I'wim to Chrill throup;h a lea of blood,

frown

;

to

;

:

Zeal loves truth when it is dol'pil'ed, and oppofed,
' 'I'hey
have made void thy law, therefore
l"-2^).

A(5ts xxi. 13.

yC. cxix.
I love thy law.'

— Here

grace increahng, like the fun in the
horizon.
Zeal refembles the Holy Ghoft, Acts ii. 2. * There
appeared cloven tongues like as fire, and fat upon each of thern.'
Tongue:! of fire were an emblem of that fire of zeal, which the
Spirit |)oured

is

on them.

the kingdom of grace increafeth, when a Chriftiaii
is as well diligent in his particular calling, as devout in his general.
He is the wife Chriitian, that carries things Cvqually ihat
doth lb live by faith, that he lives in a calling. Therefore it is
•worth our notice, when the apollle had exhorted the ThelfaloHe prefently adds,
nians to increafe in grace, I Thelf. iv. 10.

Then

6.

;

ver. 11.

'

And

your hands.'

that

This

is

yon do your own
a fign grace

is

bufinels,

increafing,

and work with

when

Chrifl;ians

go

cheerfully about their calling.
Indeed to be all the day in
the mount with God, and to have the mind fixed on glory, is

more fweet

to a man's f«lf, and is an heaven upon earth
but
to be converfant in our callings, is more profitable to others.
I
may allude to that of St. Paul. To be with Chrift is belt for
me yet to abide here is needful for you, Phil. i. 24. So, to
converle with God in prayer and fweet meditation all the week
Jong, is more for the conjfort of a man's own peribn
but to be
fometimes employed in the bufinefs of a calling, is more profitable to the family to which he belongs.
It Ls not good to be
like the lilies, which toil not, neither do they fpin.
It fliews
the increafe of grace, when the Chriilian keeps a due decorum :
he joins piety and induflry, when zeal runs forth in religion,
and diligence is put forth in a calling.
7. 'i'hen the kingdom of grace increafeth when a Chriftian is
eftablifiied in the belief and love of the truth.
The heart by nature is as a (hip without ballall, it wavers and ilucf nates.
Beza
writes of one Bolezius, his religion changed as the moon and
planet Mercury.
Such as are wandering Itars, will be falling
il.ars
but when a foul is built on the rock Chrill, and no winds
of temptation can blow it away, now the kiugdom of grace
llourifneth.
One calls A fhanalius, Adamas Ecclejue, an in:

;

;

:

adamant, in
Vol. U. No. 1.).

"vincible

rel'pcct

of

liability

hi:

P

in

the truth.

Col.
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the rooting of a tree'evidenc7- Rooted and built up in him
eUi the growth.
6. Then the kingdom of grace increafeth in a man's own
heart, when he labours to be irillrumental to fet up this kingdom in others. Though it is the greateft benefit to have grace
wrought in ourfelves, yet it is the greateft honour to be inftru' Of whom
I travail
ihental to work it in others, Gal. iv. 19.
are
mafters
of a
Such as
in birth till Chrift be formed in you.*
family, fliould endeavour to fee the kingdom of grace fet up in
their fervants
fuch as are godiy parents, let not God alone by
ii.

;

;

what a comfort
fee grace in your children
would it be to you, to be both the natural and fpiritual fathers
of your children ? Auftin faith, his mother Monica travailed with
This
greater care and pain for his new birth, than his natural.
prayer,

you

till

:

iliews the increafe of grace, when we labour to fee the kingdom
of grace fet up in others
then the water abounds in the river,
;

when

then grace inoverflows and runs into the meadows
creafeth in the foul when it hath influence upon others, and we
it

;

endeavour

Qu.

2.

their falvation.

Wherein appears the needfidnefs of

dom of grace

this, that the

king"

increafed?
Anf. 1. This is God's detign in keeping up a ftanding tniniftry in the church to increafe the kingdom of grace in men's
*
He gave gifts unto men ;' that is minifhearts, Eph. iv. 8.
why fo? ver. 12. ' For the edifying of the body
terial gifts
Not only for converfion, but for augmentation:
of Chrift.'
therefore the word preached is compared not only to feed, but
to milk ; becaufe by this breaft- milk, God defigns our growth
fliould be

:

in grace.

We

had need have the kingdom of grace increafe, in refpe6l we have a great deal of work to do, and a little grace will
2.

A

Chriftian's life is laborious, fo
hardly carry us through.
many temptations to relift, fo many promifes to believe, fo
many precepts to obey, that it will require a great deal of
grace
Chriftian muft not only pray, but ' be zealous and
repent,' Rev. iii. ly.
Not only love, but * be fick of love,'
Cant. ii. 5. How had he need therefore to have the kingdom
of grace enlarged in his foul ? As his work increafeth upon him,
fo his grace had need increafe.
3. If the kingdom of grace doth not increafe, it will decay.
Rev. ii. 4. ' Thou haft left thy firft love.' Grace, for want of
incieahng, is (bmetimes like a winter plant, all the fap runs to
the root, and it looks asif it were dead, Rev. iii. 2. * Strengthen
the things that remain, which are ready to die :' Though grace
:

A

cannot expire, it may wither and a withering Chriltian loi'eth
much of his beauty and fragrancy
what great need have we
then to pray, thy kingdom come,' that this kingdom of grace
;

:

'
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may

be increafed ? If grace be not improved, it will foon be
Chriftiari, for want of increafing his grace, lofelli
impaired.
he is like a fick man, that cannot either walk or
his llrength
work ; his prayers are fick and weak he is as if he had no life
in him, his faith can hardly fetch breath, and you can fcarce
feel the pulfe of his love to beat.
4. To have grace increafing, is fuitable to Chriftianity :
Chriftians are called trees of righteoufnefs. Ha. Ixi. 3.
The
faints are not only jewels for Iparkling lultre, but trees for
growth: they are called the lights of the world, Phil. ii. 15.
Light is ftill increafing. Firft there is ihe crejpifculum, or daybreak, and lb it fliines brighter to the meridian.
They who
are the lights of the world mull increafe till they come to the
raeridian of glory.
Not to grow is fufpicious ; painted things

A
;

;

grow
5.

not.

As

the

kingdom of grace increafeth, fo
Comfort belongs to the bejie

forts increafe.

a Chriftian's

com-

or well-being
of a Chrifiian
it is like fweat meat, delicious to the tafl;e, Pf.
xciv. 29.
The more grace, the more joy. As the more lap in
the root, the more wine in the grape.
Who did more increafe
in grace than David? And who more in confolation, Pf. iv. 7.
* Thou hall put gladnefs in my heart.'
Grace turns to joy, as
ej/e,

;

milk to cream.
Qu. (3.) Hojv may they be comforted, who bewail their ic'ant
of growth, and weep that they cannot find the kingdom of grace
increafe ?

Anf. 1. To fee and bewail our decay in grace, argues not
only the life of grace, but growth.
It is a fign a roan recovers
and gets ftrength, when he feels his weaknefs it is a Hep forward in grace, to fee our imperfetlions. The more the fpirit
fhines in the heart, the more evil it difcovers
a Chriftian thinks
it worle with him than it was, whereas his grace may not grow
leffer, but his light greater.
2. If a Chrillian doth not increafe in one grace, he may in
another ; if not in knowledge, he may in humility.
If a tree
doth not grow fo much ifi the branches, it may in the root
to
grow downwards in the root, is a good growth.
:

;

:

3.

more

A

Chrillian

in

judgment.

may grow lefs in affection, when he grows
As a mucifian when he is old, his fingers

and not fo nimble at the lute as they were, but he plays
with more art and judgment than before
fo a Clirillian may
not have lb much alfedion in duty as at the firlt converfion, but
he is more Iblid in religion, and njore fettled in his judgment
than he was before.
4. A Chrillian may think he doth not increafe in grace, becaufe he doth not increafe in gifts
whereas there may be a decay of natural parts, the memory, and other faculties, when
are

ftitf,

;

;

P2
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there

is

grace

is

iiijproved

A

Chriftian

not a decay of grace.
Purts may be impaired, when
be not. clTcouraged,
is belter lo decay in
parts, and be enlarged in grace, than to be enlarged in parts,
and to decay in grace.
.5.

to

it

feed

:

not be perceived.
in this petition,

dom
and

it,

may increafe. in grace, yet not be fenfibleof
may grow in the earth, when we do not perceive
fprmg up
tire grace may grow in time of deCertion, and

The

it.

:

'

may

of grace

So I have done witli the firll thing intended
thy kingdom come ;' we pray that the kingcome into our hearts, and thaiit may increafe

floiiridi.

come to the fecond thing intended in this petition,
kingdom of glory may halien, and that we may in due

I (hould
*

that the

time be tranflatcd into

When we

it.'

thy kingdom come,' here is fomething pofitively intended; we pray, (1.) That the kingdom of grace
may be fet up in our hearts. (2.) That it may increafe and
flourifh.
(3.) That the kingdom of glory may haften, and
that God would, in his due time, tranflate us into it.
1. What this kingdom of glory is.
2. What are the properties of it.
3. Wherein it exceeds all other kingdoms.
4.

When

pray,

this

'

kingdom comes.

5.

Wherein appears the certainty of

6.

Why

Fiiji,

What
By

Ail/.

we

fliould

pray for

its

it.

coming.

kingdom of glory is.
kingdom is meant, that

this

this

glorious eftate

which

the faints Ihall enjoy, when they fhall reign with God and angels for ever.
If a man Hand upon the fea-fliore, he cannot fee
all the dimenfions of the fea, the length, breadth, and depth of
it
yet he may fee it is of a vail extenfion
fo, though the kingdom of heaven be of that incomparable excellency, that neither
tongue of man or angels can exprels, yet we may conceive of it
to be au exceeding glorious thing, fuch as eye hath not feen.
Concerning the kingdom of heaven 1 Ihall fhew, (I.) What
it implies.
(<2.) What it imports,
;

:

(I.)

What

Anf.
2.

it

implies.

It implies a blelTed

What

freedom from

all evil.

imports.
^??/'. It imports glorious fruition of all good.
]. What the kingdom of heaven implies.
Anf. It implies a freedom from all evil.
it

A

freedom from the necrdities of nature.
We are in this
life fubject to many neceflilies
we need food to nourifh us,
clothes to cover us, armour to defend us, fleep to refrefii us
;
but in the kingdom of heaven there is no need of thefe things,
and it is better not to need them than to have them ; and it is
1.

;
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better not tonecy] crutches, tlian to have crutches.

when onr

What

need

noade fpiritual ?
fpiritual
fubltunce,
for
y*t for
'J'hough not
1 Cor. XV. 44.
quahlies. VVhat need will there be of clothing, when our bodies
Ihall be hke ChritVs glorions body ? VVhat need will there be
of armour, when there is no eneiiiy ? What need will there be
The faints
of ileep, when there is no night ? Rev. xxii. o.
Ihall be freed, in the heavenly kingdom, from thefe necellities
of nature to which ttiey now lie expofed.
2. In the kingdom of lieaven we fliall be freed from the imperfe6tion& of nature.
Since the fall, our knowledge hath ("ufi'ered an eclipfe.
(1.) Our natural knowledge is imperfect, it is chequered with
ignorance.
There are many hard knots in nature, which we
cannot eafily untie
why the fea (hould be higher than the
earth, yet not drown it ? What way the light is parted
Job
xxxviii. 24.
What is therealon of all the occult qaulities, tympathies, and antipathies! He who fees cleareft, huth a mitt before his eyes.
Socrates laid on his death-bed, there were many
things he had yet to learn.
Our ignorance is more than our
will there be

of food

hodisrs (hall

l)e

:

!

knowledge.

we know but in
though he had many reveWe have
lations, and was wrapt up into the third heaven.
but dark conceptions of the Trinity, Job. xi. 7.
Canli thou by
fearching hnd out God ?'
Our narrow capacities will no more
(2.)

Our

divine knowledge

part, faith St. Paul,

1

Cor.

is

imperfect;

;

xiii. 9.

'

—

contain

the Trinity
than a little glafs-vial will hold all the
water in the fea
cannot unriddle the myftery of the incarnation, the human nature aflumed into the perlbn of the Son of
God ; the human nature not God, yet united with God
fee now in Aeni^mate, in a glals, darkly
but, in the kingdom
;

:

We

:

We

;

of heaven, the

be taken olf; all imperfe6ting of nature
Ihall be done away.
When the fun-light of glory fhall begin to
fhine in the heavenly horizon, all dark (hadows of ignorance
fliall fly away, our lanjp of knowledge ihall burn l)right, we
Ihall have a full knowledge of God, though not know him fully.
3. In the kingdom of heaven we (Ivall be freed from the toilfome labours of this life
God enacted a law in paradil'e, * in
the i'vveat of thy brows thou (halt eatbread,' Gen. iii. <). There
is the labour of the hand in manufa6ture, and the labour of the
mind in lludy, Eccl. i. S. 'All things are full of labour,' but in
the kingdom of heaven we fliall be freed from our labours.
J. 'J'here needs no labour, when a man hath got to the haven ;
he hath no more need of failing. In heaven their needs no labour, becaufe the faints (hall have that glory which they lavdil Ihall

;

boured
t2.

for.

There

fliail

bene

labour. Rev, xiv. 13.

*

They

reft

from
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As God, when

their labours.'

he had

ation, refted from his labours. Gen.

ii.

finiflied

So,

2.

have Hnifhed the work of fanclihcation, they

work of crewhen the faints

the

from their
labours.
Where (hould there be reft, but in the heavenly centre ? Not that this fweet reft in the kingdom of heaven excludes
all motion, for fpirits cannot be idle
but the faints gloriiied
fhall reft from all wearifome employment
it (hall be a labour
of
full
eafe, a motion full of delight
the laints in heaven Oiall
love God, and what labour is that? Is it any labour to love
beauty? They ftiall praife God, and that fure is delightful:
When the bird fings, it is not (b much a labour as a pleafure.
3. In the kingdom of heaven, we ftiall be freed from original
corruption
This is cauj'a caufati, the root of all actual fin.
There would be no actual fin, if there were no original
there
would be no water in the ftream, if there were none in the
fountain.
it is as
Original fin is incorporated into our nature
if the whole mafs of blood were corrupted.
This makes a Chriltian weary of his life ; he oft'ends that God whom he loves.
What would a Chriftian give to have his chains taken oft", to be
rid of vain thoughts ? How did St. Paul (that bird of paradife)
bemoan himfelf for his fins ? Rom. vii. 22.
cannot act
either our duties or our graces without fin.
The foul that is
moft refined and clarified by grace, is not without fome dregs
of corruption
but in the kingdoui of heaven the fountain of
original fin fliall be quite dried up what a blefled time will that
be, never to grieve God's fpirit more
In heaven are virginfouls
there is beauty which is not ftained with luft
Nothing
enters there that defiles. Rev. xxi. 27.
4. In the kingdom of heaven we ftiall be freed from all forrows.
Rev. xxi. 4. ' There fhall be no more ibrrovv,' Our life here
is interlarded with trouble, Pfalm xxxi. 10.
Either lofies
grieve, or law-fuits vex, or unkindnefs breaks the heart.
may as well feparate moifture from air, or weight from lead, as
troubles from man's life.
Quid eji diu vivere, nij'i diu tarqueai?
Aug. But, in the kingdom of heaven, forrovv and fighing ihall
fly away.
Here the faints fit by the rivers weeping, but one
fmile from Chrift's face will make them forget all their fufterings
their water then ftiall be turned into wine, their mournreft

;

;

;

:

;

;

We

;

!

:

;

We

;

ing into mufic.

We

the kingdom of heaven, be freed from the
immodefty of temptation. Satan is not yet fully call into prifon ; but he is like a prifoner that goes under bail, he walks
about tempting, he labours to trapan us into fin ; he is either
laying of fnares or ftiooting ot'darts.
StatinprocmSiu diabuhs.
He laid a train of temptation to blow up the caftle of Job's
faith.
This is as great a grief to u believer, to be followed
with temptations to fin, as it is for a virgin to have her challity
5.

ftiall, in
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but in the kina:clom of heaven, the fdints fhall be
he is call out of paradife, and ihall
freed from the red dragon
be for ever locked up in chains, Jude 6.
6. In the kingdom oflieaven, we fliall be freed from all vex-'
The Greek v;ord for care, comes from a primitive
ing cares.
Care difcruciates
vK'hich lignifies, to cut the heart in pieces.
the mind, it waftes the fpirits, it cuts out the comfort of life.
Care is an evil fpirit that haunts us ; care to prevent future danAll care is full of fear,
gers, and preferve prefent comforts.
and fear is full of torment, I John iv. IS. God threatens it
'They Aval eat their bread
as a judgment, Ezek. xii. 19.
Every comfort hath its care, as every rofe
with carefulnefs.'
hath its prickle; but in the kingdom of heaven, we fliall Hiake
lytFthe viper of care.
What needs a faint glorified to take any
care, who hath all things provided to his hand ? There is the
When the heart fliall be
tree of life bearing all forts of fruit.
freed from fin, the head fhall be freed from care.
be freed from all
7.
fliall, in the kingdom of heaven,
doubts and fcruples. In this life the beft faint hath his' doubtIf there were no
ings, as the brighteft ftar hath its twinkling.
aflfurance itfelf doth
doubtings, there would be no unbelief
not exclude all doubting, Pf. xxvi. 3. Thy loving kindnefs is before mine eyes butat another time, Pf. Ixxxix. 49.
Lord where
chriitian is like a fliip at
are thy former loving-kind neffes ?'
anchor, which, though it be fafe, yet it may fonietimesbe toift-d
upon the water. Sometimes a Chrillian quellions his intereft in
and thefe doubtings, us they
Chrift,and his title to tiie promife
ecliple a Chrillian's comfort, fo they^irea bearing faife vvitnef^
But, when the iaints fliall come into the
againfl; the fpirit.
kingdom of heaven, there (hall be no more doubtings then a
affaiilted

:

;

1

We

:

'

'

:

A

:

;

Xow

know

of a iurefy that
the Lord hath lent his angel, and delivered me,* A<9:s xii. 11.
So, now I know, that I am pafled from death to life, and am
got beyond all rocks, I have fliot the gulf, now I am in my SaCliviftian

viour's

fliall

fay, as

embraces

We fliall,

Peter,

*

t

for ever.

kingdom of heaven, be freed from all fociety with the wicked.
Here we are forced fometimes to t>e
in their company, Pf. cxx. 6.
Wo is me that I dwell in
JSItjfech, and fojourn in the tents of Kedar.'
Kedar was
Iflimael's Ibn, whofe children dwelt in Arabia, a profane, barbarous people.
Here the wicked are ftill railing perfecutions
<).

in

the

*

againft the godly, and crucifying their ears tvith their oaths
Chrilt's lily is among thorns
but in the heavenly
kingdom there (hall be no more any prickling briar, JVlatth.

and curfes
xiii.

41.

they

fliall

Mofes

:

*

:

The Son

of

man

fliail

lend

angels, and
things that offend.' As
forth

his

gather out of his kingdom all
Exod. xiv. 13. ' Stand ftiil and fee

faid,

tli«

(idvatioa
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theEg\'ptians whom ye have feen to-day, ye
Ihalllee theni again no more for ever :' So will God (ay, Itand
thefe your enemies, that vex
jtill and Jee the Iklvation of God
and moleil you, you fliall fee them again no more for ever. At
that day God will feparate the precious from the vile ; then
Chrifl will thoroughly purge his floor, he will gather the wheat
into the garner, and the wicked which are the chaff, Ihall be

of the Lord

for

:

;

blown

into hell.

We

(hall, in the kingdom of heaven, be freed from all
Here God may be angry with his
God's difplealure.
though he hath the heart of a Father, he may have
people
As when the fun is gone
this is fad.
the look pf an enemy
when the light of God's face is gone, tears drop
the dew falls
there
from the faint's eyes. But, in the kingdom of heaven
fhall be no fpiritual eclipfes, there (hall never appear any tokens
of God's dilpleafure
the faints fhall have a coniiant afpecl of
love from God, they (hall never complain any more, as Cant.
V. 6', ' My beloved hath withdrawn himfelf.'
11. We (hall, in the kingdom of heaven, be freed from all
That, which is the faddelt thing in the world, is to
diviP.ons.
It is (ad, tlsat (iich
fee divifions among them that are good.
as have one faith, yet (hould not be of one heart: Ephrairn
it is matter of tears,
envies Jndah, and J udah vexeth Ephrairn
to fee thole who are united lo Chrifl, to be divided one from

10.

figns of

:

;

;

;

;

;

The

fpear pierced Chrid's (ide, but the
But, in the kingdom of
divilion of (aints wound his heart.
heaven, there (liall be no vilifying one another, or cenfuring:
thofe, who before could hardly pray together, (hall praile God
together
there (hall not be one jarring Itring in the faints'

another.

foldier's

;

*

niudc.
12.

and
'l4.

We

fiiall in

diflatisfa6tion.

tlie

kingdom of heaven, be

What Job

freed

from vanity

of wifdom, chap, xxviii.
not in me; and the fea faith, It is

The depth faith. It is
The fame may
me.'

faith

every
concerning fatisfaCtion
moll
pleadng,
things
Take
It is not in me.'
creature faith,
and which we promife ourielves moft content from, diitil out
the fpirits and pureft quinteiience of ihein, and we (hall fay, as
And behold all was vanity.' God
Solomon did, Ecci. ii. 11.
In
never did, nor will put a I'atitl'ying virtue into any creature.
Ibmelhing
is
the fweetell naulic the world makes, either there
Who would have thought that Hawanting, or out of tune.
not

in

I fay

;

'

'

He fet his (eat
great in the king's favour,
^ et for
above all the princes of the provinces,' Efth. iii. I.
the want of the bowing of a knee he is di(latis(ied ? but in the
kingdom of heaven, we fliall be freed from thele di(fati,sfjcfions.
The world is like a landfcape, you may fee gardens and fruit
trers, curioufly dra\\;n in the landfcape, but you cannot enter

inan,

who was

(b

'

;
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but you may enter into the joys of heaven, * enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord.' The Ibul fhall be. fatisfied,
while it bathes in thofe rivers of pleafure at God's right-band ;
* I fhall be fatisfied, when I awake, with thy lil^ienefs,' PI', xvii.
into

them

Thus you

15.

a

;

We

13.

fee

what the kingdom of glory implies; namely,

freedom from

blefi'ed

(hall, in

the

all evil.

kingdom of heaven, be freed from the
*
i. 10.
Jefus, which delivered us

torments of hell, I ThefT.
from the wrath to come.'

The

(1.)

multiplicity of thefe torments. In this

life,

the

body

is ufually exercifed but with one pain, the ftone or headach
but in hell there is a diverfity of torments ; there is darknefs to

affright, fire to

the

burn, a lake of fulphur to choke, chains to bind,

worm to gnaw.
The torments

of hell will feize upon every part of the
eye
body and foul
the
fhall be tortured with the fight of
devils
the tongue, that hath fworn fo many oaths, fhall be tortured, Luke xvi. 24. * fend Lazarus, that he may dip the tip
The memory fhall
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue.'
be tormented to remember what mercies have been abufed,
what feafons of grace neglected ; the confcience fhall be tormented with feif-accufations.
(3.) In the pains of hell there is no mitigation, no mixture of
mercy. In this life, God in anger remembers mercy, Hab. iii,
2.
But in hell there is no alleviation or lefTening of the pains :
God would have
as in the facrifice of jealoufy. Numb. v. 15.
no oil of frankincenfe put into it, fo in hell there is no oil of
mercy to lenify the futi'erings of the damned, no incenfe of
prayer to appeafe God's wrath.
The poets
(4.) In the pains of hell there is no interrailTion.
feign of Endymion, that he got leave of Jupiter always to fleep.
What would the damned in hell cive for one hour's fleep ? Rev.
xiv. II. * They reft not day nor night.'
They are perpetually
on the rack.
they muft
(5.) In the pains of hell there is no expiration
always lie fcorching in flames of wrath, Rev. xiv. 11. * The
fmoke of their torment afcended up for ever and ever :' but ia
the heavenly kingdom the elect lliall be freed from all infernal
*
torments
Jefus hath delivered us from the wrath to come.*
Chrift drank
prifon is not made for the king's children.
that bitter cup of God's wrath, that the faints might never
drink it.
Secondhj, In the kingdom of heaven there is a glorious fruition of all good.
Had I as many tongues as hairs on my head,
I could not fully del'cribe this; I may fay, as Judges xviii. 9,
I
10. Heaven is called, * the excellent glory,' 2 Pet. i. 17.
may as well fpan the firmament, or drain the ocean, as fet forth
(2.)

;

;

;

;

A

Vol.

II.

No.

15.

Q
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the glory of this kingdom, Ccelum non habit hyper bolum; the
kingdom of heaven is above all hyperbole. AVere the fun ten
thoufand times brighter than it is, it could not parallel the lulbe
of this kingdom; Apelles' pencil would blot, angels' tongues
would lelfen it I can but give you tiie Jkiagraphia, or dark
fhadow of it; expe6t not to fee it in all its orient colours, till
you are mounted above the ftars. But let us not Hand afar off,
as Moles, to behold this Canaan, but enter into it, and tafte the
honey.
Concerning the fruitions and privileges of this heavenly
:

kingdom,

We

have an immediate communion with God himThis divines
felf, who is the inexhaufted fea of all happinefs
The Pfalmifl did triumph in that
the beatifical vifion.'
call,
Whom
enjoyment he had of God in this life, Pfal. Ixxiii. 23.
have 1 in heaven but thee?' If God, enjoyed by faith, doth
give fo much comfort to the foul, how much more, when he is
enjoyed by immediate vifion! Here we fee God but darkly
through the glafs of ordinances, but, in the kingdom of heaven
we (hall fee him * face to face,' 1 Cor. xiii. 12. We fliall
have an intelle6lual fight of God, i. e. we (hall fee him with
we (hall know God as much as the angels
the eyes of our mind
(hall
in heaven do. Mat. xviii. 10. and 1 Cor. xiii. 12. '
have
a
full
knowledge
of
fhall
known.'
are
as
we
know
as
a vefi'el in the fea is full
God, though not know him fully ;
To fee and enjoy
of the fea, though it holds not all the fea.
are
beams
of majefty, and
delicious
in
God
God, will be moft
bowels of mercy. God hath all excellencies concentered in
him, bonum in quo omnia bona. If one flower fhould have tho
fweetnefs of all flowers, how fweet would that flower be All
the beauty and fweetnefs which lies fcattered in the creature,
therefore to fee and enjoy
is infinitely to be found in God
him, will ravifh the foul with delight. We (hall fo fee God as
to love him, and be made fenfible of his love; and when we
fhall have this fweet communion with God, then (hall God
1.

(hall

:

'

*

;

We

We
;

:

;

Cor. xv. 28. light to the eye, manna to the
tafte, mufic to the ear.
(hall, in the kingdom of heaven, with thefe eyes, fee
2.
This our Saviour makes a
the glorified body of Jefus Chriffc.
great part of the glory of heaven, to view the glory of his human nature, John xvii. 24. * That they may behold my glory.'
When Chrill was transfigured upon earth, it is faid, ' That his
face did fliine as the fun, and his raiment was white as the
*

be

all in all,'

1

We

light,'

Matth.

xvii. 2.

If the glory of his transfiguration

Much

was

what will the glory of his exaltation be?
glory of God fliines in Chrift, by virtue of the hypoftatical
union. Col. ii. y. • In whom dwells the fulnefs of the Godhead
fo great,

of the
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Through Chrift's humanity, as through a bright mirror, we may lee fome beams of the Divine Majelly fhine forth.
Put a back of Heel to a glafs, and you muy fee a face in it
bodily.'

ChriiVs human nature is as a back of Heel put ou the divine nature; through this we may fee God, and then our capacities
(hall be enlarged to a wonderful degree, to perceive this glorious
objc(5l; and we fhall not only fee God's glory, but fome of his
Non tantum aderit gloria, fed inglory fhall be put upon us.
erit, Bern.
A beggar may behold the glory of a king, and not
be the happier but Chrill's glory (hall be ours, * We Ihall be
ftiall fhine by his beams.
like him,* 1 John iii. 2.
3.
fliall, in the kingdom of heaven, enjoy the fociety of
an • innumerable company of angels,' Heb. xii. 22.
Qu. But is there not enough in God to fill the foul with de^
light ? Can the Jight of angels add to the foul's happinefs ?
What need is there of the light of torches, when the fun
;

We

We

Jliines 9

Anf. Befides the divine eflence, the fight of angels

is deof God's curious workmaufhip (hines in the
and as the
angels ; the angels are beautiful, glorious creatures
feveral ftrings in a lute make the harmony fvveeter, and the
feveral liars make the firmament brighter, fo the fociety with
angels will make the delight of heaven he greater and we fhall
not only fee the angels with the glorified eye of our underfi:anding, but converfe with them.
4.
fhall, in the kingdom of heaven, have fvveet fociety
with glorified faints; then the communion of faints will be
illultrious.
O what a blelfed time will it be when thofe who
have prayed, wept, futfered together, (hall rejoice together? we
Ihall fee the faints in their white linen of purity, and fee them
as fo many crowned kings
lu beholding the iaints glorified,
we (hall behold an heaven full of funs. Some move the queltion, Whether we (hall know one another in heaven? Surely
our knowledge fliall not be diminilhed, but increafed.
It is the
judgment of Luther and Anfelm, and many other divines, that
we fhall know one another; yea, the faints of all ages, vvhofe
faces we never faw
and, when we ftiall fee the faints in glory
without their fpots, viz. their infirmities, pride and paffion, this
will be a glorious fight.
fee how Peter was tranfported,
when he (aw but two prophets in the transfiguration, Matth.
xvii. 3. but, what a blelfed (ight will it be, when we fhaU fee
I'uch a glorious company of prophets, and martyrs, and holy men
of God? How fweet will the mufic be, when they ftiall all fing
together in concert, in the heavenly choir! And though, in
this great alTembly of (aints and angels, * one liar may diflfer
from another in glory,' yet no fuch weed as envy ftiall ever

firable;

much

:

t

We

—

:

:

We

Q2

;
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grow

which as

it

may

glory

God

then there fhall be perfe6t love,
calls out fear, fo alfo envy ; though one veffel of
hold more than another, yet every veffel Ihall be

in the paradife

of

;

full.

kingdom of heaven

5. In the

there fhall be incomprehenfible

joy proceeds from union."
When the
union with Chrift is perfe6led in heaven, then their joy
all the birds of the heavenly paradife fing for joy.
fhall be full
What joy when the faints fhall fee the great gulf (hut, and knovv
that they are palfed from death to life! What joy, when they
are as holy as they would be, and as God would have them to
What joy to hear the mufic of angels, to fee the golden
be
banner of Chrifl's love difplayed over the foul, to be drinking
the water of life which is quinteffential, and is fvveeter than all
What joy, when the faints fhall fee Chrifl
ne6lar and ambrofia
clothed in their flefh, fitting in glory above the angels! Then
they fliall ' enter into the joy of their Lord,' Mat. xxv. 21.
Here joy enters into the faints, in heaven * they enter into joy.*
thou I'aint of God, who now hangeft thy harp upon the willows, and minglefl thy drink with weeping, in the kingdom of
heaven thy water fliall be turned into wine ; you fhall have fo
much felicity, that your Ibuls cannot wifh for more. Thefea is
not fb full of water, as the heart of a glorified faint is of joy :
there can no more be forrow in heaven, than there can be joy

joy.

Ariftotle laith,

*'

faints'

;

I

!

O

in hell.
6. In heaven there

is honour and dignity put upon the faints :
All that come into heaven are
imports
honour.
kingdom
crown, Rev. ii. 10. Daho tibi, the
kings; they have, 1.
crown of life corona eji injignia regiae poteftatis. This crown
is not lined with thorns, but hung with jewels, it is a neverfading crown, 1 Peter v. 4. 2. The taints in heaven have their
they exchange their fackcloth for white robes. Rev. vii.
robes
* I beheld a great multitude, which no man could
number,
Robes fignify their glory, white their
clothed in white robes.'
And, 3. They fit with Chrill; upon the throne. Rev.
fan6lity.
read 1 Kings iv. 32. the doors of the holy of holies
iii. 22.
were made of palm-trees, and open flowers covered with gold ;
an emblem of that vi6tory and that garland of glory which the
When all the
faints fliall wear in the kingdom of heaven.
titles and enfigns of worldly honour fhall lie in the duft, the
mace, the filver ftar, the garter, then fhall the faint's honour
remain.
fliall in the kingdom of heaven, have a bleffed refl.
7.
heaven is centrum qidetatimum
Refl is the end of motion
animop., the blefied centre where the foul doth acquiefceand reft.
In this life we are fubje6l to unquiet motions and flu6tuations,
are troubled on every fide :' like a fhip on
2 Cor. vii. 5, '

A

A

;

;

We

We

;

We
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the fea having the waves beating on both fides
but in the kingdom of heaven there is rell, Heb. iv. 9. How welcome is rell
to a weary traveller? When death cuts afunder the firing of the
body, the foul, as a dove, flies away, and is at rell.
Tliis is
when the faints (hall lie on Chrill's bofom, that hive of fweetnefs, that bed of perfume.
8. The faints (hall, in the kingdom of heaven, have their
bodies richly befpangled with glory ; they fhall be full of clarity
and brightnefs. As Mofes' face (hined, that Ifrael were notable
to behold the glory, Exod. xxxiv. SO. The bodies of the faints
fliall Ihine feven times brighter than the fun, faith Chryfollom ;
they (hall have i'uch a refplendency of beauty on them, that the
*
angels (hall fall in love with them ; and no wonder.
For
they (Ivdll be made like Chrill's glorious body,' Phil. iii. 21.
The bodies of faints glorified <ieed no jewels, when they (hall
ihine like Chrift's body.
9. In the heavenly kingdom is eternity ; 'tis an eternal fruition, they (hall never be put out of the throne, Rev. xxiii. 5.
* They (hall reign for ever and ever.*
It is called, * the everlalling kingdom, 9. Pet. i. II. and * an eternal weight of glory,'
2 Cor. iv. 17. The flowers of paradife, of which the faints*
garlands are made, never wither.
If there could be a ceifatioti
of heaven's glory, or the faints had but the leait fearor fufpiciori
of lofmg their felicity, it would infinitely abate and cool their
joy but their kingdom is for ever, the rivers of paradife cannot
'
be dried up, Pf. xvi. 11.
Atthy right-hand are pleafuresfor
evermore.'
The kingdom of heaven was typified by the temple, which was built with flone, covered with cedar, overlaid
with gold, to (hew the fixed permanent (late of glory, that
kingdom abides for ever. Well may we pray, • Thy kingdom
come.'
:

;

Having

know

kingdom of grace, and how we may
fet up in our hearts, I am next to fpeak

f])oken of the

kingdom

that

is

of the kingdom of glory, or heaven.
1. What is meant by the kingdom of heaven.
2. What are the properties of this kingdom.
3. Wherein this heavenly kingdom excels all the kingdooxs

upon

earth.

When this kingdom fliall be bellowed.
Wherein
6.
appears the certainty and infallibility of it.
6. Why we fliould pray for the coming of this kingdonaQu. 1. What is meant by the kingdom of heaven ?
4.

inports a blelfed freedom from all evil. 9. Ttim"
good,
(l.) Immediate communion with God, who is the inexhaufted fea of all happinefs.
vifible beholding the glorified body ofjefus ChrilL (3.)
(2.J

Anf.

1.

It

plies a glorious fruition of all

A
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A

glorious vifibn of faints and angels.
(4.) Dignit)' and ho^
nour, the crown, and white robes.
bleiied refl.
(5.)
Qu. 2. What are the properties or qualifications of the Jcmg"

A

dam of heaven ?
Anf. 1. The glory of this kingdom is folid and fubftantlal
the Hebrew word for glory fignifiesa weight, to fhew how folid
;

and weighty the glory of the ceieftial kingdom is the glory of
the worldly kingdom is airy and imaginary, like a blazing comet
©r fancy, A<5ts xxv. 23.
Agrippa and Bernice came with a
great pomp, with a great fancy, Job xxvi. 7.
The earth hangs
jike a ball in the air, without any thing to uphold it.
The
glory of the heavenly kingdom is fubllantial, it hath twelve
foundations. Rev. xxi. 14. That which God and angels count
:

glory

is

true glory.

The glory of this kingdoo) is fatisfying, Pfal. xxxvi. 9,
• With thee is the fountain of life.'
How can they choofe but
be full, who are at the fountain-head ? Pfal. xvii. 15.
When
I awake, 1 (hall be fatisfied with thy likenefs,' i. e. when I
2.

*

awake
beams

in the morning of the refurreclion, having fome of the
of thy glory (hining in me, I fliall be fatisfied, Jobxxviii.
14.
The creature faith concerning fatisfadion, * It is not in
me.' If we go for happinefs to the creature, we go to the
wrong box only heaven's glory is commenfurate to the valt
defires of an immortal foul..
Chriftian, bathing himfelf in
thefe rivers of pleafures, cries out in a divine extacy, I have
:

A

enough. The Ibul is never fatisfied till it hath God for its porand heaven for its haven. Diiratisfa6tion arifeth from fome
defe(it, but God is an infinite good, and there can be no defe<5t

tion,

in that

which

is

infinite.

The

glory of heaven's kingdom is pure and unmixed
the
llreams of paradife are not muddied, ojnnia clara, omnia jncini'
da
there, that gold hath no alloy
no bitter ingredient in
that glory, but pure as the honey-drops from the comb
there
is a role grows without prickles, the role of Sharon
there, is
eafe without pain : honour without difgrace, lite without
death.
3.

;

:

;

;

;

The

glory of this kingdom is conftantly exhilarating and
there is fulnefs but no furfeit.
Worldly comforts,
though fweet, yet in time grow Itale
a down-bed pleal'eth a
while, but within a while we are weary, and would rife.
Too much pleafure is a pain but the glory of heaven doth
rever furfeit or naufeate
the reafon is, becaufe, as there are
all rarities imaginable, fo every moment frelh delights fpringf
4.

refrefhing

;

:

;

;

from God

into the glorified ibul.
glory of this kingdom is diftribufcifd to every individual faint
in an earthly kingdom, the crown goes but to one,
a crown will but fit one head ; but in that kingdom above the
5.

The

:
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crown goes to all, Rev. i. 6. AH the ele6l are kings. The
land is (ettled chiefly upon the heir, and the red are all provided for ; but, in the. kingdom of heaven, all the faints are
Heirs of God, and co-heirs with Chriit.'
heirs, Rom. viii. 17.
God hath land enough to give to all his heirs.
The kingdom of heaven is adorn6. Lucid and tranlparent.
ed and befpangled with light, I Tim. vi. 16. Light is the
' The light is fweet.'
glory of the creation, Eccl. xi. 7.
Hell
* Fire, but
is a dark dungeon, Matth. xxii.
13.
no light.'
The kingdom of heaven is a diaphanum, all embroidered with
light, clear as cryftal.
How can there want light, where Chrifl;
the Sun of righleoulnefs diiplays his golden beams ? Rev. xxi.
' The glory of the Lord did lighten
yj.
it, and the Lamb is
the light thereof.*
7. The glory of this kingdom is adequate and proportionable
to the defire of the foul.
In creature-fruitions, that which
'

doth recommend them, and fet them off to us, is fuitablenefs :
the content of marriage doth not lie either in beauty of portion,
but the fuitablenefs of dilpofition.
The excellency of a fealt
is, when the meat is fuited to the palate
this is one ingredient in the glory of heaven, it exadliy fuits the defires of the
glorified faints
we fhall not fay in heaven, here is a dirti 1 do
not love
There fliall be mufic fuits the ear, the anthems of
angels
and food that fuits with the glorified palate, the hid;

;

!

;

den manna of God's

love.

The

glory of this kingdom will be feafonable.
The feafonablenefs of a mercy adds to its beauty and fweetnefs
it is
like apples of gold in pi6tures of filver.
After an hard winter
in this cold climate, will it not be feaionable to have the fpringflowers of glory appear, and the (inging of the birds of paradife
come.^ when we have been wearied, and even tired out in battle with fin and Satan, will not a crown be feafonable?
S.

;

Qu. Wherein

the

kingdom of heaven

kingdoms of the earth 9
Anf. 1. It excels in the archite6l

injinitely excels all the

other kingdoms have men
God himfelf laid the firll ftone in
this kingdom, Heb. xi. 10.
This kingdom is of the greateil
antiquity ; God was the firll king and founder of it ; no angel
was worthy to lay a Hone in this building.
2. This heavenly kingdom excels in altitude
it is higher
fituated than any kingdom
the higher any thing is, the more
excellent
the fire, being the moll iublime element, is mofl; noble.
The kingdom of heaven is feated above all the vifible
orbs ; there is, 1. The airy heaven, which is the fpace from the
earth to the fphere of the moon.
2. The fiarry heaven, the
place where are the planets of an higher elevation, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars.
3. The caelum empyraeum, the empy riuu heaven.
:

to raife their (Irudlures, but

;

;

:
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which Paul calls the third heaven
where Chrift is, there is the
kinffdom of glory fituated. This kingdom is fo high, that no
fcaling ladders of enemies can reach it
fo high, that the old
ferpent cannot fiioot up his fiery darts to it.
If wicked men
:

;

could

build

would

their nefts

among

the liars, yet the leaft believer

above them.
of heaven excels all others in fplendor and
it is defcribed by precious ftones. Rev. xxi. 19.
riches
What
are all the rarities of the earth to this kingdom, coafts of pearl,
rocks of diamonds, ifljnds of fpices ? what are the wonders of
the world to it, the.Egyplian pyramids, the temple of Diana,
3.

fhortly be

The kingdom
;

the pillar of the fun offered to Jupiter ? what a rich kingdom
that where God will lay out all his coll? Thofe who are poor
in the world, yet, as foon as they come into this kingdom, grow
rich, as rich as the angels ; other kingdoms are inriched with
gold, this is inriched with the Deity.
4. The kingdom of hwaven excels all other kingdoms in holiKingdoms on earth are for the mod part unholy thera
nefs.
is a common fhore of luxury and uncleannefs running in them :
kingdoms are flages for fin to be a6led on, Ifa. xxviii. 8. ' All
tables are full of vomit.* But the kingdom of heaven is lb holy,
that it will not mix with any corruption, Rev. xxi. 27. * There
Ihall enter into it nothing that defileth.'
It is fo pure a foil,
that no ferpent of fin will breed there
there is beauty which
is not ftained with lull, and honour which is not fwelled with
pride.
Holinefs is the brighteft jewel of the crown of heaven.
5. The kingdom of heaven excels all other kingdoms in its
pacific nature ; \t is regmim pads, a.king<iom of peace.
Peace
is the glory of a kingdom ; pax una triumphis innwneris melior,
king's crown is more adorned with the white lily of peace,
than when it is befet with the red rofes of a bloody war.
But
where fhall we find an uninterrupted peace upon earth ? Either
home-bred divifions, or foreign invafions, 2 Chron. xv. 5.
* There was no peace to
him that went out, or to him that
came in.' But the kingdom of heaven is a kingdom of peace ;
there are no enemies to confli6l with ; all Chrift's enemies fhall
is

:

:

A

under his feet,' Pfalm ex. i. The gates of that kingdom
fhall ftand open. Rev. xxi. 23. * The gates fliall not be lliut
at all ;' to fhew, that there is no fear of an aflault of an enemy :

he

•

the faints,

There

when they

die, are faid to enter into peace, Ifa. Ivii.

no beating of drums or roaring of cannons, but the
voice of harpers harping, in token of peace. Rev. xiv. 2.
In
heaven, ' righteoufiiefs and peace kifs each other.*
* (3. The kingdom of heaven excels in magnitude
it is of vaft
2.

is

;

the gate of the kingdom be (Irait, we
llrait gate of mortification ;^ yet,
ottce vve are in, it is very large : though there be an in-

dimenfions.

muil pafs into

^hen

Though
it

through the
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and angels, yet there

is

room

nongli ibr
kingxloni of heaven may be called by
the nyjne of ihat well. Gen. xxvi. 22. ' Jacob called the name
of it Rehol)oih
for he faid, now the Lord hath made room for
us.'
Thou, who art now confined to a fmail cottage, when
thou Cornell into the celellial kingdou), thou fhalt nor be Itraitried for room.
As every Itar hath a large orb to move in, lb it
fliall be with the faints, when they fliall Ihine as liars in the
kingdom of heaven.
7. 'J'he kingdom of heaven excels in unity; all the inhabitatits agree together in love
love will be the perfume and mufic
of heaven as love to God will be intenfe, lb to the faints. Peri'e6t love, as it cafts out fear, fo it cafls out envy and difcord.
Thofe Chrillians who could not live quietly together on earth
(which was the blemifli of their profelTion) yet, in the kingdon)
of heaven, the fire of ftrife fhall ceafe ; there ihall be no vihfying, or cenfurin^ one another, or raking into one another's
/^>res, but all fliall be tied together with the heart-ftringsoMove
;
there Luther and Zuinglius are agreed
Satan cannot put in
his cloven foot there to make divifions
there fhall be perfect
harmony and concord, and not one jarring ilring in the laints*
luufic.
It were worth dying to be in that kingdom.
This
8.
kingdom exceeds all earthly in joy and pleafure ;
therefore it is called paradife, 2 Cor. xii. 4. For delight
there
are all things to caufe pleafure ; there is the water of life pure
aschryflal; there is the honey-comb of God's love dropping:, it
is called ' entering into the joy of our Lord.'
Matth. xxv.23.
Th«re are two things which caufe joy.
(1.) Separation from fin fliall be fliaken off, then joy follows,There can no more be forrow in heaven, than there can be joy
f

;

:

;

:

;

:

in hell.

union with Chrifl; joy, as Ariftotle faith, flows from
union with the objed.
When our union wiih Ghrill fliall be
perfect, then our joy fliall be full
if tht; joy of faith be fo great,
Pet.
1
i. 8.
Then what will the joy of fight be ? Jofeph gave
his brethren provifion for the way, but the full facks of corn
•were kept till they came to their father's houfe
God gives the
laitits a tafle of joy here, but the full facks are kept till they
come to heaven. Not only the organical parts, the outward
lenles, the eye, ear, tafie, fliall be filled with joy
but the
heart of a glorified faint fliall be filled with joy.
The underfianding, will and affections are fuch a triangle, as none can fill
but the Trinity
there mufi needs be infinite joy, where nothing
is feen but beauty
nothing ij; tafted but love.
D. This kingdom of heaven exceeds all earthly in frflf-perfection
other kingdoms are defe6tive, they have not all provifion
within themfelves, but are fain to trafF.c abroad to fupply their
2. Perfect

:

:

:

;

:

;

:

Vol.
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wants at home
king Solomon did fend to Opliir for gold,
2 Chron. viii. 18. But there is no defe6l in the kingdom of
heaven
it hath all commodities of its own growth. Rev. xxi.
7.
There is the pearl of price, the morning-ilar, the mountains
:

;

of fpices, the hed of love ; there are thofefacred rarities, wherewith God and angels are delighted.
10. This kingdom of heaven excels all other in honour and
nobility.
It doth not only equal them in the enligns of royalty,
the throne and white robes ; but it doth far tranfcend them 83
other kings are of the blood royal ; but they in this heavenly
kingdom are born of God
other kings converfe with nobles ;
the faints glorified are fellow-communers with angels: they
have a more noble crown, it is made of the flowers of paradife,
and is a crown that fadethnot away, I Pet. v. 4. They liton
a better throne: king Solomon, 1 Kings x. 18. fat on a throne
of ivory overlaid with gold ; but the faints are in heaven higher
advanced, they fit with Chrift upon his throne, Rev. iii. 21.
They fliall judge the princes and great ones on the earth, 1 Cor,
xvi. 2.
This honour have all the faints glorified.
11. This kingdom of heaven excels ail others in healtlifulnefs.
Death is a worm that is ever feeding at the root of our gourd ;
kingdoms are oft hofpitals of fick perfons ; but the kingdom of
phyficians there are out of
heaven is a mod healthful climate
date ; no diftemper there, no paflTmg bell, or bill of mortality,
Luke XX. 36. ' Neither can they die any more.' In the heavenly climate are no ill vapours to breed difeafes, but a fweet
all his garments fmell of
aromatical fmell coming from Chrilt
:

:

;

myrrh, aloes, and calTia.
12. This kingdom of heaven excels in duration, it abides for
ever.
Suppofe earthly kingdoms to be more glorious than they
are, their foundations of gold, thei." walls of pearl, their windows of i'apphire yet they are corruptible and fading, Hof. i.
4.
I will caufe the kingdom to ceafe.'
Troy and Athens
;

'

now

buried in their ruins ; jam feges eft iihi Troja fuit.
Mortality is the difgrace of all earthly kingdoms
but the
kingdom of heaven hath eternity written upon it, it is an everlaliing kingdom, 2 Pet. i. 11.
It is founded upon a llrong
balls, God's omnipotency ; this kingdom the faints (hall never
be turned out of, or be depofed from their throne, asfome kings
have been, viz. Henry VI. &c. But fhall reign for ever and
ever, Rev. xxi. 5.
How fhould all this affe6l our hearts ? What fliould we mind
but this kingdom of heaven, which doth more outfliine all
the kingdoms of the earth, than the fun outfhines the light of a
taper?
lie

;

•

-

!,;.4.

Qu.

Wlienjliall this

kingdom he beftowed ?
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Anf. This glory in the kingdom of heaven
death, but not perfe6led till the refurredion.

(hall

be begun at

1. The faints (hall enter upon the kingdom of glory imTned lately after death ; before their bodies are buried, their
'
Elaving a defire to depart,
fouls (hall be crowned, Phil. i. 23.
and to be with Chriii ;' from this connexion, departing, and
being with Chrift, we fee clearly that there is dijubtitus tran/ilus,
Ipeedy pafTage from death to glory ; no fooner is the foul of a
believer divorced from the body, but it prefenly goes to Chrift,
2 Cor. V. 8. • Abfent from the body, prefent with the Lord.'

It were

better for believers to ftay here,
death they were not with Chrift in glory

if

immediately after

for here the faints
;
are daily increafing their grace ; here they may have many
praelibamhia, fweet taftes of God's love ; fo that it were better
to ftay here, if their foul fliould fleep in their body, and they
but this is the
fliould not have a ipeedy fight of God in glory
confolation of believers, they (hall not llay long from their kingdom it is but winking and they fliall fee God. It will be a
blelfed change to a believer, from a defart to u paradife, from a
and a fudden change : no
bloody battle to a vi6lorious crown
iboner did Lazarus die, but he had a convoy of ajigels to conYou who now are full
du6l his foul to the kingdom of glory.
of bodily difeafes, fcarce a day well, Pf. xxxi. 10. * My life is
Ipent with grief;' be of good comfort, you may be happy before you are aware
before another week or month be over,
you may be in the kingdom of glory, and then all tears (hall be
:

;

:

;

wiped away.

The

glory in the kingdom of heaven, will be fully perthen
fe6ted at the refurre<5tion , and general day of judgment
the bodies and fouls of believers will be reunited ; what joy
will there be at ihe reunion and meeting together of the Ibul
and body of a laint
what a welcome will the foul give to
"
the body !
my dear body, thou didft otten join with me
in prayer, and now thou (hall join with me in praife ; thou
wert willing to fuller with me, and now thou (halt reign with
2.

;

O

!

O

me

;

thou wert fown a

vile

body, but

we were once

now thou

art

made

like

a time divorced, but
;
now we are married, and crowned together in a kingdom, and
ihall mutually congratulate each other's felicity."
0. Qu. Wherein appears the certainty and infallibility of this
kingdom of glory ?
Anf. That this bleffed kingdom fhall be beflowed on the

Chriit's glorious

faints, is

beyond

body

all

for

difpute.

God hath promifed

' It is your Father's
Lukexii. 32.
good pleafure to give you a kin^tlom.' Luke xxii. 2i;. * I
appoint unto you a kingdom.* [Gr. diatithemai']
I bequeath
it as uiy lall-vvill and teftament.'
Hath God promifed a king-

1.

it,

'

R2

OF

1S9

dom, and
than

God

will

TPTB
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he not make

any bond. Tit.
that cannot

lie

1.

9.

hath

js^oocl ? God's promife is bftfer
In hope of eternal life, which
promifed.'
The whole earth hangs

it
*

Upon the word of God's power; and cannot our failh hang
upon the word of his promile?
2. There is a price laid down for this kingdom.
Heaven is
not only a kingdom which God hath promifed, but which Chrilt
hath purchaied
it is called a purchafed poflfellion, Eph. i. l-l.
Though this kingdom is given us freely, yet Chrilt bought it
;

wilh the price of his blood
Chrid's blood is an heaven pro*
curing blood, Heb. x. U).
Having boldnefs to enter into the
bolieit {i. e. into Heaven) by the blood of Jefns.'
Crux Chrijii
clavis paradjji, Chrifl's blood is the key that opens the gates of
heaven.
Should not the faints have this kingdom, then Chrilt
ftiould lofe his purchafe
Chrift on the crofs was in hard tra;

;

He

to bring forth falvation to the
the kingdom when they die,
Chrift fliould lole his travail, all his pangs and agonies of foul
upon the crofs fliould be in vain.
3. Chrift prays that the faints may have this kingdom fettled upon them, John xvii. 24. * Father, I will, that they alfo
whom thou haft given me, be with me where I am,* i. e. in
heaven.
This is Chrift's prayer, that the faints may be wiih
him in his kingdom, and be befpangled with fome of the beams
of his glory
now, if they Ihould not go into this heavenly
kingdom, then Chrift's prayer will be fruftrated
but that can•
not be, for he is God' favourite, John xi. 42.
I know thou
heareft me always ;' and befides, what Chrift prays for, he hath
power to give obferve the manner of Chrifl's prayer, ' Fa'
ther, I will ;' Father, there he prays as man
1 will ;' there

vail, Ifa. xiii. 11.

eletl

not they poilefs

(hould

:

travailed

:

:

:

;

he gives as God.

The

4.

faints

mnft have

Chrift's afcenfion,

your Father,

to

John xx.

this
17.

my God and

kingdom by virtue of
'I alcend to my Father and

bleffed

to your God,'

Where

lies the
Jefus Chrift afcended to take
polleftion ol" heaven for all believers.
As an hulband takes up
land in another country in the behalf of his wife ; fo Chritl
went to take polfellion of heaven, in the behalf of all believers.
John xiv. «. * 1 go to prepare a place for you.' My afcenlioii
is to make all things ready againft your coming ; 1 go to prcpaie he heavenly manfionsforyou.
The flefli Ifhat Chrift hath
taken into heaven, is a fure pledge that all our tlefti and bodies
Ihall be where he is ere long.
Chrift did not afcend to heaven,
as a private perlbn, but as a public perfbn, for the good of all
believers
his afcenfion was a certain fore-runner of the taints*
albiuling into heaven.
5. The ele(A muft have this bleffed kingdom, in regard of the
previous work of the Spirit in their hearts.
They have the be-

t'orofort of this

I

:

?

Here

it

lies,
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ginmng orthe1<in^dom of heaven in them here pfrace is heaveubemin in ihe loul
befides, God skives tliem primitua J)nn;

:

of the Spirit, Ron), viii. <^,'i.
The tirllthe comforts of the Spirit.
Thefe firll-fruits under
the law were a certain (ign t6 the Jews of the full crop of vinthe

ttis,

tiill-fruits

fruits are

tage which they ihoiiid after receive
the firll-fruits of the
Spirit conlifling of joy and peace, do aflure the faints of the full
vintage of glory they Ihall be ever reaping in the kingdom of
:

God

and the

are laid to have the earneft of
the Spirit in their hearts, 9 Cor. v. 5.
As an earned is par!:
of payment, and an alfurance of payment in full to be made in
;

faints in this

life

due time ; lb God's Spirit in the hearts of believers, giving
them his comforts, bellows on them an earneft, or talle of
glory, which doth further aifiire them of that full reward, which
they (hall have in the kingdom of heaven, 1 Pet. i. 18.
'
Believing, ye rejoice,' there is the earneft of heaven, ver. 9. * Receiving the end of your faith,' lalvation, there is the full payQicnt.
6. The elecl mnfl; have this biefled kingdom, by virtue of
their coalition and union with Jelu-s Chrill.
They are members
ofChrill, therefore they mull be where th(.ir head is. Indeed the;

Acminians hold, that

muy fall from grace, and
be diilolved, and the Uingdom
k)Il
but I will demand of them, can Chrilt lofe a member of
his body ? 'i'hen he is not perfed ; and if Chrift may lofe one
r»ember of his body, why not as well all, by tlve fame realbu .^
And fo he fiiall be an ht-ad without a body but be allured a
believer's union with Chrill cannot be broken, and fo long he
ouinot he himlred of the kingdom, John xvii. i'2,
What'was
<b his union

a jnllified perfon

with Chrilt

may

;

:

laid ol Chrifl's natural

body

is

as true of his myftical,

A

John x.

bone of him Ihall not be broken.' Look how every
bone and limb of ChriU's natural body was raifed up out of the
grave, and carried into heaven: fo Ihall every, member of his
inyllical body be carried up into glory.
7. We read of Ibme who have been IranHated into this kingdom. Paul h.id a (ight of it, for he was caught up into the third
heaven, -J Cor. xii.
And the converted thief on the crols was
tranllated into glory, Luke xxiii. 43.
This day llialt thou be
with me in paradife.'
By all that hath been (aid, it is moll evident, that believers have a glorious kingdom laid up for them
in reverlion, and thai they fhall go to this kingdom when they
die
there are none that doubt of the certainty of the heaveniy
kingdom, but fuch as doubt of the verily of Icripture.
t>. Qu.
IVfuf Jhou/d wefo tarnejUy piui/Jor tkia lieacenly king39.

•

*

:

dom,

'

Thy kingdom come

f

Auf. 1. Becaufe it is a kingdom worth the praying for; it
exceeds the glory of all the tarihl} kingdoms, it hath
gale^of
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Rev. xxi. ?l.

We

have heard of a cabinet of pearl,
but when did we iiear of gales of pearl ? In that kingdom is the
bed of love, the mtnintains of fpices
there are the cherubims,
Kot to keep ns out, but to welcome us into the kingdom.
Heaven is a kingdom worth the praying for there is nothing wanting in that kingdom wliich may complete the faints' happinefs ;
for, wherein doth happinefs confilt ? Is it in knowledge ?
* Ihall know as we are known :' is it in dainty fair?
we (hall be
at the
marriage fupper of the Lamb.' Is it in rich apparel ?
Ihall be ' clothed in long white robes : is it in delicious
mufic?
fliall hear the choir of angels finging
is it in dominion ? We fliall reign as kings and judge angels: Is it in
pleafure ? * We fhall enter into the joy of our Lord ?' Sure then
this kingdom is worth praying for, ' Thy kingdom come.*
Would God give us a vifion of heaven a while, as he did Stephen who • faw heaven opened,' A6ts vii. 66.
fliould fall
into a trance
and being a little recovered out of it, how importunately would we put up this petition, * Thy kingdom
come.'
2.
muft pray for this kingdom of glory, becaufe God
will not beltow this kingdom on any without prayer, Rom. il.
' They who feek
7for glory and immortality,' and how do
we feek but by prayer? God hath promifed a kingdom, and
we mull by prayer put the bond in fuit God is not foi lavifti as
to throw away a kingdom on them who do not ail: it.
And
certainly, if Chrift himfelf, who had merited glory, did yet
' Now,
pray for it, John xvii, 5.
O Father, glorify me with
thy own felf;' how much more ought we to pray for the excellent glory, who have this kingdom granted as a charter of God's
mere grace and favour.
3.
muft pray that the kingdom of glory may come, that
by going into it, we may make an end of finning. I think fometimes, what a bleifed time it will be, never to have a finful
thought more! though we muft not pray, ' Thy kingdom
come,' out of difcontent, becaufe we would be rid of the troubles and crolfes of this life.
he would
This was Jonah's fault
* Lord (faith
die in a pet, becaufe God took away his gourd
he) take away my life too,' Jonah iv. 8.
But we muft pray,
* Thy kingdom come,' out
of an holy defign that the fetters of
corruption may be pulled off, and we may be as the angels,
thole virgin-fpirits, who never fin. This made the church pray.
Rev. xxii. 20.
Veni Domine Jeju.
4. Becaufe that all Chrill's enemies (hall be put under his
feet: the devil Ihall have no more power to tempt, nor wicked
pearl,'

;

;

We

'

We

We

:

We

;

We

:

We

;

;

-

men

the antichriftian hierarchy, fhall be pulled
down, and Z ion's glory fhall Ihine as a lamp, and the Turkifh
ftrength Ihall be broken.
to

perfecute

;

prayer.
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pray earneftly that the kingdom of glory may
Come, that we may fee God ' face to face,' and have an uninterrupted and eternal communion with him in the empyrean
Mofes defired but a glimpfe of God's glory, Exod.
heaven.
xxxiii. 18.
How then fliould we pray to lee him in all his
of glory, when he (hall fhine ten thoufand
robes
embroidered
times brighter than the fun in its meridian fplendor! here, in
this life, we do rather dehre God, than enjoy him ; how earnellly therefore fhould we pray, * thy kingdom of glory come'/
the beholding and enjoying God will be the diamond in the
And muft we pray, ' thy
ring, the very quintelfence of glory.
?'
How then are they ever like to come to heakingdom come
ven, who never pray for it? Though God gives fome profane
yet he will not
perfons ' daily bread,' who never pray for it
God may feed
give them a kingdom, who never pray for it.
them, but he will never crown them.
life I. 0( information.
From all this you fee then, that there is nothing
1. Branch.
within the whole fphere of religion impofed upon unreafonable
When God bids us ferve him, it is no unreafonable reterms.
queft, he will out of free grace enthrone us in a kingdom. When
we hear of repentance, fteeping our fouls in brinilh tears for fin ;
or of mortification, beheading our king-fin, we are ready to
'
but, do
grumble, and think this is hard and unreafonable
?'
bounty
to
reward
infinite
Is
not
it
nought
we ferve God for
us with a kingdom ? This kingdom is as far above our thoughts,
No man can fay, without wrong
as it is beyond our deferts.
though he fets us about hard
to God, that he is an hard mafter
work, yet he is no hard mafter God gives double pay he
and a
gives great vails in his fervice, fweet joy and peace
'
God gives
an eternal weight of glory.'
great reward after,
he fettles upon us fuch a kingthe fpring-flowers, and a crop
.5.

miift

;

:

;

;

:

;

;

dom
Aug.

Framium quod fide non atlingitur,
Such as mortal eye bath not feen, nor can it enter into

as exceeds our faith.
'

Alas, what an inCor. ii. 9.
finite difference is there betweeen duty enjoined, and the kingdom prepared what is the fiiedding of a tear to a crown ? So
the heart of

man

that God's

'

to conceive,' 1

!

commands

are not grievous,' 1 John v. 3.
kingdom is fweet.

Our

fervice cannot be fo hard, as a

Branch. See hence the royal bounty of God to his children, that he hath prepared a kin<^dom for them, a kingdom befpangled with glory
it is infinitely above the model we can
draw of it in our thoughts. The painter going to draw the picture of Helena, as not being able to draw her beauty to the
2.

;

drew her face covered with a vail fo, when we fpeak of
the kingdom of heaven, we mud draw a vail, we cannot let it
life,

forth in all

:

its

orient beauty and magnificence

;

gold and pearl

139

or THE stcoND petition

do but

dom

is

out, Rev, xxi. Tlie-glory of this kingthan exprefied.

faintly fiiadow

belter fell

it

They who

inherit this kingdom are nmifii Jiolis albk,
clothed with white robes,* Rev. vii. ().
White robes denote
tliree things
(I.) Their dignity
the Perlians were arrayed in
white, in token of honour, {-i.) Their purity
the magifirates
among the Romans were clothed in white, therefore called
carididati, to fhew their integrity : thus the queen the Lamb's
tvife is arrayed in fine linen, pure and white, which is the
*
righteoufnefs of the faints,' Rev. xix. 8.
(3.) Their joy :
*
white is an emblem of joy, Eccl. ix. 7.
Eat thy bread with
joy, let thy garments be always white.'
2. The dwellers in this kingdom have * palms in their
hands,' Rev. vii. 9.
In token of vi6tory.
They are conquerors over the world
and, being vidlors, they have now
1.

*

:

;

;

:

palm-branches.
3. They fit upon the throne with Chrift, Rev. iii. -21. When
Cacfar returned from conquering his enemies, there was fet for
him a chair of ftate in the fenate, and a throne in the theatre.
Thus the faints in glory, after their heroic victories, (hall fit upon
a throne with Chnft.
Here is royal bounty in God, to beftow

fuch an illuftrious kingdom upon the faints.
'Tis a mercy to
be pardoned, but what is it to be crov/ned ? 'Tis a metcy to be
delivered from wrath to come, but what is it to be iuvefted into
a kingdom? ' Behold, what manner of love is this!' Earthly
princes may bellow great gifts and donations upon their fubje6ls,
but they keep the kingdom to themfelves.
Thongli kiii^
Pharaoh advanced Jofeph to honour, and took the ring otf his
finger and gave him, yet he would keep the kingdom to himfelf. Gen. xli. 40.
But God enthrones the faints in a kingdom ;
God thinks nothing too good for his children we are ready to
think much of a tear, a prayer, or to lacrifice a fin for him ;
but he doth not think much to beilow a kingdom upon us.
Sec hence, that religion is no ignominious, dif8. Branch.
graceful thmg.
Satan labours to call all the odium and reproach upon it that he can ; that it is devout frenzy, folly in
grain. Acts xxviii. 92. * As for this fe6l, we know that it is
every where fpoken againft.*
But wife men meafure things by
the end
what is the end of a religious life ? It ends in a kingdom. Would a prince regard the (lightings of a few frantics,
when he is going to be crowned ? You who are beginners, bind
their reproaches as a crown about your head, defpife their cenfures as much as their praife
a kingdom is a-coming.
4. Branch.
See what contrary ways the godly and the
\\Mcked go at death
the godly go to a kingdom, the wicked to
a prifon
the devil is the jailor, and they are bound with the
* ciiaius of darkQefb/
Jude 0'. But what are thele chaius? Not
;

;

;

;

:
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iron chains, but worfe; the chain of God's decree, decreeing
them to torment ; and the chain of God's power, whereby he
this is the deplorable condition
binds them fail under wrath
of impenitent finners, they do not go to a kingdom when they
think what horror and defpair will
die, but to a prilbn.
poflefs the wicked, when they fee themlelves ingulphed in
mifery, and their condition hopelels, helpleis, endlefs ; they
are in a hery prilbn, and no poffibility of getting out.
fervant under the law, who had an hard mailer, yet every feventh
year was a year of releafe when he might go free
but in hell
there is no year of releafe when the damned fliall go free
the
fire, the worm, the prifon, are eternal.
If the whole world,
from earth to heaven, were filled with grains of fand, and once
in a thouland years an angel (hould come and fetch away one
grain of land, how many millions of ages would pais before that
vail heap of land would be quite fpent
yet if after all this time
the finner might come out of hell, there were fome hope ; but
this word ever breaks the heart with defpair.
5. Branch.
See then that which may make us in love with
holy duties; every duty, fpiritually performed, brings us a liep
nearer to the kingdom finis dat amabililatem mediis.
He
whole heart is fet on riches, counts trading plealant, becaufe it
brings in riches
if our hearts are fet upon heaven, we Ihall love
duty, becaufe it brings us by degrees to the kingdom
we are
going to heaven in the way of duty. Holy duties increale grace;
and as grace ripens, lb glory hallens ; the duties of religion are
irkfome to flefh and blood, but we Ihould look upon them as
fpiritual chariots to carry us apace to the heavenly kingdom.
The prot^ftants in France called their church paradife and
well they might, becaufe the ordinances did lead them to the
paradife of God.
As every flower hath its fweetnefs, fo would
every duty, if we would look upon it as giving us a lift nearer
:

O

A

;

;

.

:

:

:

;

;

heaven.
6. Branch.
It Ihews us what little caufe the children of
God have, to envy the prolperity of the wicked. Quis cerario
quis plenis locuUs indiget. Sen.
The wicked have the * waters
of a full cup wrung out to them,' Pfal. Ixxiii. 10.
As if they
had a monopoly of happinefs, they have all they can delire;
nay, * they have more than their heart can wiih^' Pfal. Ixxii.
10.
They deep themfelves in pleafure. Job xxi. 1-2. They
take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the Ibuad of the organ.'
The wicked are high, when God'.s people are low in the world
the goats clamber up the mountains of preferment, when
Chrill's Iheep are below iji the valley of tears
the wicked are
clothed in purple, v/hlle the godly are in fackcbih; the profperity of the wicked is a great Humbling block
this made
Averroes deny a providence, and made Afaph lay, * barely .1
Vol. II. No. 15,
S
'

:

:

:

;
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have cleanfed my heart in vain,' Pfal. Ixxiii. 12.
But there
is no caufe of envy at their prol'perity, iC we confider two
things.

This is all they mud have, Luke xvi. 95. * Son, remember that thou in thy lile-time receivedll thy good things:' thou
Luther calls the Turkifh empire a
hadft all thy heaven here.
bone which God cafls to dogs.
he
2. That God hath laid up better things for his children
they fhall have
hath prepared a kingdom of glory for them
1.

:

;

they fliall hear the angels hng in concert;
the beatifical vifion
they (hall be crowned with the pleafures of paradife for ever.
they
then envy not the flourifhing prolperity of the wicked
go thro' fair way to execution, and the godly go thro' foul way
to coronation.
Is there a kingdom of glory a- coming? Then
7. Branch.
fee how happy all the faints are at death, they go to a kingdom they (hall fee God's iace," which fliines ten thoufand times
'j'he godly at death
brighter than the fun in its meridian glory,
(hail be inftalled into their honour, and have the crown royal fet
upon their head. They have, in the kingdom of heaven, the
quinteffence of all delights : they have the water of life clear as
they have all aromatic perfumes
they ieed not on the
cryftal
dew of Hermon, but the manna of angels they lie in Chrift's
bofom, that bed of fpices. There is fuch a pleafant variety in
the happinefs of heaven, that after millions of years it will be
In the
as fre(h and defireableas at the (irft hour's enjoying.
thofe
are
all
heaven,
crowned
with
perthe
faints
of
kingdom
fections, which the human nature is capable of: the defires of
the glorified faints are infinitely futisfied ; there is nothing
ahlent, that they could with might be enjoyed, there is nothing
I'hey who
prelcnt that they could with might be removed.
are got into this kingdom would be loth to come back to the
earth again, it would be much to their lofs; they would not
leave the fatnefs and fweetnefs of the olive, to court the bramble
What are golden
the things which tempt us, they would (corn.
bags to the golden beams of the Sun of righteoufnefs ? In the
kingdom of heaven there is glory in its higheft elevation in
;

O

;

;

;

;

:

;

that

kingdom

is

knowledge without

ignorstnce, holinefs with-

beauty without blemi(h, ftrength without weaknefs,
light without darknels, riches without poverty, eafe without
pain, liberty without rellraint, red without labour, joy without
(brrow, love without hatred, plenty without furfeit, honour
without diCgrace, health without ficknefs, peace without war,
the happinefs of thofe that
contentation without cellation.
die in the Lord, they go into this bleffed kingdom! And if
they are lb happy when they die, then let me make two infer-

out

fin,

O

ences.
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caufe have the faints to fear death ?
Are any afraid of going to a kingdom? what is there in this
World (hould make us defirous to llay here ? do we not fee God
diflionoured, and how can we bear it? is not this world a
* valley of tears,' and do we weep to leave it? are not we in a
wildernels among fiery ierpents, and are we afraid to go from
theie ferpents ? Our bell IVietids live above: God is ever difplaying the banner of his love in heaven, and is there any love
like his? are there any fweeter fmiles, or fot'ter embraces than
his ? what news fo welcome as leaving the world, and going to
a kingdorn ? Chriilian, thy dying day will be thy wedding day,
and doll thou fear it ? is a flave afraid to be redeemed ? is a
virgin afraid to be matched into the crown ? Death may take
away a few worldly comforts, but it gives that which is better;
it takes away a tlower, and gives a jewel ; it takes away a fhort
leafe, and gives land of inheritance.
If the faints poiTefs a kingdom when they die, they have no caufe to fear death.
prince would not be afraid to crofs the fea, though tempelluous, if he were fure to be crowned as foon as he came at
.

1.

Infer.

little

A

fhore.

happy when they die, they go
then, what little caufe have we to mourn immoderately for the death of godly friends? fliall we mourn for
their preferment? why (hould we (hed tears immoderately for
them who have all tears wiped from their eyes ? why (hould
we be (Wallowed up of grief, for them who are fwallowed up of
joy? They are gone to their kingdom they are not loll, but
gone a little before not periflied, but tranQated, No7i amijfi
Jed prccmij/i , Cyprian. They are removed for their advantage;
as if one ihould be removed outof afmoaky cottage to a palace.
Elijah was removed in a fiery chariot to heaven
fliall Elilha
weep inordinately becaufe he enjoys not the company of l^lijah ?
Shall Jacob weep when he knows his fon Jof-ph is prefeired,
and made chief ruler in Egypt ?
(hould not be exceHive in
grief, when we know our godly friends are advanced to a king*
dom. I confels, when any of our relations die in their impenitency, there isjud caufe ot mourning, but not when our friends
take their flight to glory.
David loll two Cons, Abfal. a a
wicked fon, he mourned for him bitterly
he loll the child he
had by Bathfheba, he mourned not when thechild was departSt. Ambrofe gives the reafon, David had a good hopfe,
ed.
nay, a(furance that thechild was tranflated into heaven, but lie
doubted of Ablliloni
he died in his fins, therefore David wept
2.

to a

If the godly are fo

Infer.

kingdom

;

;

;

:

We

;

;

fo for

are to

kt

him,

weep

*

O
to

Ablalom, my fon, my (on.*
But though we
think any of our fle(h (hould burn in hell, yet

us not be call

down

for

them who

S2

are ib highly preferred at
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death as to a kingdom.
Lord, are in that bleffed

Our godly
eftate,

friends

who

die in

and are crowned with fuch

the
in-

we

finite delights, that
could hear them fpeak to us out of
'
weep- not for us, but weep for yourheaven, they would fay,
are in our kingdom, weep not at
felves,' Luke xxiii. 28.
*
but weep for yourCelves,* who are in a finour preferment,
ful forrowful world ; you are tofling on the troublefome waves,
but we are got to the haven; you are fighting with temptations, while we are wearing a vi6lorious crown ; * weep not
for us, but weep for yourfelves.*
See the wifdom of the godly, they have the
8. Branch.
ferpent's eye in the dove's head, * wife virgins,' Matt. xxv. 2.
Their wifdom appears in their choice, they choofe that which
will bring them to a kingdom, they choofe grace, and what is
grace but the feed of glory ? They choofe Chrift with his crofs,
but this crofs leads to a crown. * Mofes chofe rather to fufl'er
It was a wife
affli6tion with the people of God,' Heb. xi. 25.
rational choice, he knew if he fuffered he (hould reign. At the
day of judgment, thofe whom the world accounted foolifh, will
appear to be wife they made a prudent choice, they chofe holinefs, and what is happinefs but the quinteffence of holinefs ?
* They chofe aftlidion with the people of God ;' but through
God will
this purgatory of affli6lion, they pafs to paradife.
proclaim the iaints' wifdom before men and angels.
9. Branch. See the folly of thofe who, for vain pleafures and
like that cardinal
profits, will lofe fuch a glorious kingdom
"
lofe
his
part
in paradife, if
He
would
France,
who
faid,
of
he might keep his cardinalfhip Jn Paris." 1 may fay, as Eccl.
Lyfimachus, for a draught
ix. 3. ' Madnefs is in their heart.'
of water, lofl his empire ; fo, for a draught of linful pleafure,
too much refemble our grandfather
thefe will lofe heaven.
paradife ; many for trifles, to get
who
loft
Adam,
for an apple
a fhilling more in the (hop or bufhel, will venture the lofs of
heaven.
This will be an aggravation of the finner's torment,
to think how foolifhiy he was undone ; for a flafh of impure joy
he loft an eternal weight ot glory. Would it not vex one who
is the lord of a manor to think he ftiould part with his ftately
inheritance for a fit of mufic } fuch are they who let heaven go
This will make the Devil infult at the laft day, to
for a fong.
if"

We

;

:

We

and
If Satan could make good
their happinefs for * lying vanities.'
his brag, in giving all the glory and kingdoms of the world, it
All
could not countervail the lofs of the celeftial kingdom.
think

how he had

gulled

men, and made them

lofe their fouls

the tears in hell are not fuftlcient to lament the lofs of heaven.
Ufe II. Of reproof.
1. Branch. It reproves fuch as do not at all look after this
jiin^dora of glory ; as if all we fay about heaven were but a

;
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romance, they do not mind it. That they mind it not, appears, becaule they do not labour to have the kingdom of grace
if they have fome thoughts of this kingfet up in their hearts
:

a dull carelefs manner ; they ferve God, as if
they do not vires exerere, put forth their
they lerved him not
indullrious were the
ftrength for the heavenly kingdom.
laints of old for this kingdom ? Phil. iii. 13. * Reaching forth
unto thofe things which are before ;' the Greek word is epek'
iemomhios, ftretching out the neck ; a metaphor IVom racers,

dom, yet

in

it is

;

How

that Itrain every limb, and reach forward to lay hold on the
prize.
Luther fpent three hours a-day in prayer * Anna, the
the prophetefs, departed not from the temple, but ferved God
zeawith fading and prayers night and day,' Luke ii. 37.
lous and induftrious were the martyrs to get into this heavenly

How

they wore their fetters as^ornaments, fnatched up
torments as crowns, and embraced the flames as cheerfully as
Elijah did the fiery chariot, which came to fetch him to heaven
and do we not think this kingdom worth our labour ? the great
pains the heathens took in their Olympic race, when they raa
but for a crown made of olive intermixed with gold, will rife up
in judgment againft fuch as take little or no pains in feeking

kingdom

!

glory.
The dulnefs of many in feeking
fuch, as if they did not believe there was fuch a
kingdom ; or as if it would not countervail their labour ; or as
if they thought it were indifferent whether they obtained this
kingdom or not, which is as much as to fay, whether they were
faved or not
whether they were crowned in glory, or chained
as galley- flaves in hell for ever.
after the

kingdom of

after heaven

is

;

s^. Branch. It reproves them who
fpend their fweat more ia
getting the world than the kingdom of heaven, Phil. iii. 19.
*
Who mind earthly things.' The world is the great Diana
they cry up, as if they would fetch happinefs out of the earth
which God hath curled ; they labour for honour and riches.
Many are like Korak and Dathaiiy the earth J wallowed them «p.
Numb. xvi. 3i2. So the earth fwallows up their time and
thoughts
thefe, if they are not pagans, yet they are inhdels ;
they do not believe there is fuch a kingdom
they go for Chriltians, yet quellion that great article in their faith, life everlajl^
ing : thefe, like the ferpent, lick the dull.
what is there in
the world, that we fhould fo idolize it
when Chrill and heaven are not regarded ? What hath Chrift done for you ? Died
for your lins
what will the world do for you ? Can it pacity
an angry confcience.^ Can it procure God's favour
Can it
flee death ? Can it bribe our judge ? Can it purchafe for you a
place in the kingdom of heaven ?
how are men bewitched
with worldly profits and honours
that for thefe things they
will let go paradife,
it was a good prayer of St. Bernard, Sic
:

:

O

!

:

.?

O

!
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Lo, let us fo
pofjUdeamus tmindana, tit non perdamus ceterna
eternal.
not
lofe
things
that
we
do
poiFefs things temporal,
3. Branch. It reproves fuch who delay and put off" feeking,
like the foolilh virgins whd^
this kingdom till it be too late
came when the door was ihut. Mora trahit periculum. Peoand when the iymptoms of
ple let the lamp of life blaze out
not what elfe to do, now
and
know
they
death are upon theni,
Chrift bids them feek
will look up to the kingdom of heaven
God's kingdom full, and they will feek it lad they put off
the kingdom of heaven to a death-bed, as if it were as eafy to
How many have loft
make their peace as to make their will.
the heavenly kingdom, through delays and procraftinations 1
Plutarch reports of Archias the Lacedemonian, being among
his cups, one delivered him a letter, and defired him to read it
faith he,/cr?a cras^ 1 will
prefently, being of ferious bufinefs
and that night he was (lain.
mind ferious things to-morrow
Thou that fayeft, thou wilt look after the kingdom of heaven
to-morrow, knowefl not but that thou mayefl be in hell before
to-morrow : fometimes death comes fuddenly, it ftrikes withWhat folly is it putting otf feeking the
out giving warning.
kingdom of heaven till the day of grace expire, till the radical
moiflure be I'pent ? as if a man fhould begin to run a race when
a fit of the gout takes him.
4. Branch. It reproves fuch as were once great zealots in religion, and did feem to be touched with a coal from God's altar,
but fince they have cooled in their devotion, and have left off
* Ifrael hatb
the purfuing the celeftial kingdom, Hof. viii. 3.
call otf the thing that is good :' there is no face of religion to
be feen, they have left off" the houfe of prayer, and gone to playthey have left off" purfuing the heavenly kingdom.
houfes
Qu. Whence is this?
Anf. 1. For want of a fupernatural principle of grace. That
branch muft needs die, which hath no root to grow upon.
That which moves from a principle of life laffs, as the beating
but that which moves only from an artificial
of the pulfe
the hythe
fpring is done, the motion ceafeth
fpring, when
pocrite's religion is artificial, not vital, he a6ts from the outward fpringof applaul'e or gain, and if that fpring be down, his
motion toward heaven ceafeth.
* An evil heart of unbelief
2. From unbelief, Heb. iii. 19.
:

:

:

;

;

;

:

:

;

departing from the living God,' Pf. Ixxviii. 22. ' They believed
Sinners have
not in God.' ver. 41. * They turned back.'hard thoughts of God, they think they may pray and hear, yet
never the better. Mat. iii. 14. They quellion whether God
will give them the kingdom at laft, then they turn back, and
throw away ChrilVs colours ; they difirull God's love, no won-

—

IN THE lord's PR a Yea.
then they defert his fervice

tier

;

143

infidelity is the root of apof-

tacy.

Men

leave ofFpurfuing the heavenly kingdom ; it is from
foine llecret lull nourifhed in the foul, perhaps a wanton or a
Denias for love of the world forfook his relicovetous luft.
3.

gion, and afterwards turned

priefl; in

an idol-temple.

One

of

own apoftles was caught with a filver bait. Covetoufwill make men betray a good cauie, and make (hipwreckof

Chrill's

nels

:
if there be any lull unmortilied in the Ibul,
will bring forth the bitter fruit either of fcandal or apollacy.

a good conlcience
it

Men

kingdom of heaven out of timorthey perlill in religion, they may lofe their places
of profit, perhaps their lives.
The reafon (faith Ariftotle) why
the camelion turns into lb many colours, is through excelTive

4.

oufiiefs

fear.

leave off purfuing the

;

if

When

carnal fear prevails,

it

makes men change

their

doth its colours.
Manv of the
Jews who were great followers of Chrift, when they law the
fwords and Haves, deferted him. What Solomon faith of the
fluggard, is as true of the coward, he faith, * There is a lion in
the way,' Prov. xxii. 13.
He fees dangers before him he
would go on in the way to the kingdom of heaven, but there
is a lion in the way.
This isdiAnal, Heb. x, 38. * If any man
draw back (in the Greek, if he fteals as a foldier from his colours) my Ibul fhall have no pleafure in him.'
religion, as fall as the camelion

;

Let us examine whether we (hall go to
this kingdom when we die
heaven is called
a kingdom prepared,' Matth. XXV.
Qu. How /hall ice know this kingdom is prepared for us ?
Anf. If we are prepared for the kingdom.
Uj'e III.

Of trial.

'

:

Qu. How may that be known?
Anf. By being heavenly perfons

an earthly heart is no more
heaven, than a clod of dull is fit to be a flar
there is nothing of Chrift or grace in fuch an heart.
It were a miracle to
find a pearl in a gold mine; and it is as great a miracle to find
Chrill the pearl of price in an earthly heart.
Would we go to
the kingdom of heaven ? Are we heavenly ?
1. Are we heavenly in our contemplations ? Do our thoughts
run upon this kingdom ? Do we get fometimes upon mount
fit

:

for

:

Pifgah, and take i protpecl of glory ? Thoughts are as travellers: moll of David's thoughts travelled heaven's road, Pfalm

cxxxix. 17.
Are our nimds heavenlized ? Plalm xlviii. 12.
•
Walk about Zion, tell the towers thereof, mark ye well her
bulwarks.'
Do we walk into the heavenly mount, and iee
what a gioriou^: fituation it is? Do we tell the towers of that
kingdom? while a chrillian lixetlj iiis thoughts on God and
glory, he doth as it were tread upon the borders of the heavenly
kingdom, and peep within the vail as Moles, who had a fight
:
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of Canaan, though he did not enter into it ; fo the heavenly
chriftian hath a iight of heaven, though he be not yet entered
into

it.

Are we heavenly in our afFe6tions ? Do we fet our affecon the kingdom of heaven ? Col. iii. 2. If w^e are heavenly, we defpife all things below in comparifonof the kingdom
of God
we look upon the world but as a beautiful prifon, and
we cannot be much in love with our fetters, though they are
made of gold ; our heart is in heaven. A liranger may he in a
foreign land, to gather up his debts owing him, but he defirea
to be in his own kingdom and nation
fo we are here a while
2.

tions

;

;

as in a ftrange land, but our defire is chiefly after the kingdom
of heaven, where we fhall be for ever.
The world is the place
of a faint's abode, not his delight : is it thus with us ? Do we,
like the patriarchs of old, defire a better country, Heb. xi. 16,
This is the temper of a true faint, his atfe(5ions are fet on the

kingdom of God

;

his

anchor

is

call in

heaven, and he

is

carried

thither with the fails of defire.
3. Are we heavenly in our fpeeches? Chrifl after his refurreclion did fpeak of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God, A6ts i. 3. Are your tongues turned to the language of
*
the heavenly Canaan ? Mai. iii. 16.
Then they that feared

the Lord, fpake often one to another.*
Do you in your vilits
feafon your difcourfes with heaven ? There are many fay, they
hope they fliall be faved, but you fhall never hear them fpeak
of the kingdom of heaven; perhaps of their wares and drugs,
or of Ibme rich purchafe they have got, but nothing of the

kingdom. Can men travel together in a journey, and not fpeak
a word of the place they are travelling to? Are you travellers
for heaven, and never ipeak a word of the kingdom you are
travelling to ? Herein many difcover they do not belong to
heaven, for you (hall never hear a.good word come from them,
verba J'unt fpecuia mentis, Bern.
The words are the lookiqgglafs of the mind, they fliew what the heart is.
4. Are we heavenly in our trading ? is our traffic and merchandize in heaven? do we trade in the heavenly kingdom by^
faith ? A man may live in one place and trade in another
he
may liv^ in Ireland and trade in the Weft-Indies fo, do we
trade in the heavenly kingdom ? They fliall never go to heaven
when they die, who do not trade in heaven while they live.
Do we (end up to heaven vollies of fighs and groans? do we
fend forth the (hip of prayer thither, which fetcheth in returns
of mercy ? is our communion with the Father and his Son Jefus.? 1 John i. 3. Phil. iii. 20.
5. Are our lives heavenly ? do we live as if we had feen the
Lord with bodily eyes? do we emulate and imitate the angels
in fanclity ? do v.' e' labour to copy out Chrift's life in ours ^
;

:

IK THE lord's prayer.

143

1 John ii. 6.
'Twas a cuftom among the Macedonians, on
Alexander's birth-day, to wear his pidure about their necks
do we carry Chrrft's pi6ture about
fet with pearl and diamond
us, and reiemble him in the heavenlinefs of our converfation ?
If we are thus heavenly, then we (hall go to the kingdom of
heaven when we die : and truly there is a great deal of reafon
why we (hould be thus heavenly in our thoughts, affe^ions,
:

if we confider,
end why God hath given us our fouls, is,
main
The
(1.)
our fouls are of a
that we may mind the kingdom of heaven

converfation,

:

noble extradlion, they are akin to the angels, a glafs of the
Now, is it rational to imagine, that
Trinity, as Plato fpeaks.
God would have breathed into us fuch noble fouls only to look
afLer fenfual obje6ts? were fuch bright ftars made only to (hoot
into the earth? were thefe immortal fouls made only to feek
after dying comforts ? Had this been only the end of our creation, to eat and drink, and converfe vi^ith earthly objeds, worle
fouls would have i'erved us ; fenfitive fouls had been good
enough for us : what need our fouls be rational and divine, to
do only that work which a beaft may do ?
(2.) Great reafon we Ihould be heavenly in our thoughts, affections, converfation, if we confider what a blefled kingdom
heaven is ; it is beyond ail hyperbole earthly kingdoms do
fcarce deferve the names of cottages compared with it.
read of an angel coining down from heaven, who did tread with
his right-foot upon the fea, and with his left-foot on the earth.
Rev. X. 2. Had we but once been in the heavenly kingdom,
and viewed the fuperlative glory of it, how might we, in an
holy fcorn, trample with one foot on the earth, and with the
other foot upon the fea? There are rivers of pleafure, gates of
pearl, fparkling crowns, white robes ; may not this make our
hearts heavenly
it is an heavenly kingdom, and only fuch go
into it as are heavenly.
:

W«

;

To all in general.
be luch a glorious kingdom to come,
believe this great truth.
Socinians deny it.
The Rabbins
fay, the great difpute between Cain and Abel, was about the
world to come ; Abel affirmed it, Cain denied it. Thisfhould
be engraven upon our hearts as with the point of a diamond,
'
Doubtthere is a blefled kingdom in rcverfion, Pf. Iviii. 1 1.
hefitater
lefs there is a reward for the righteous.'
Let us not
through unbelief; doubting of principles is the next way to deXiving them.
Unbelief as Samfon, -would pull down the pillars
of religion.
Be confirmed in this, there is a kingdom of glory
to come
whoever denies this, cuts afunder the main article of
the creed, * life everlalling.'
2. Branch.
If there be fuch a bieifed kingdom of glory to
life

1.

IV.

Branch.

Of

exhortation.

If there

;

\oL. n. No.

lo.

T
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take heed left we mifs of this kingdom
let us feaf
heaven by fhort (hooting.
Trembling, in the body
This fear is not a fear of diffia malady, in the foul a grace.
dence or diftruft, fuch a fear as dilcourageth the i'oul, for fuch a
but
fear frights from religion, it cuts the fmews of endeavour
this holy fear, left we mifs of the kingdom of heaven, is a fear
of diligence: it quickens us in the ufe of means, and puts us
Noah,
forward that we may not fail of our hope, Heb. xi. 7.
Fear is a watch-bell
being moved with fear, prepared an ark.
it guards againft fccurity
it is a
to awaken ileepy Chriftians
he who fears he fhall come fhort of his
fpur to a fliiggilh heart
And indeed this exhortation to fear,
journey, rides the fafter.
left we mils of this kingdon), is moft necefl'ary, if we confider

come,

left

let us

we

;

lofe

;

;

;

:

tw^o things

;

There are many who have gone many

Firjt,

way
Thou

fteps in the

to heaven, yet have fallen (hort of it, Mark xii.
art not far from the kingdom of God;' yet he

54.

'

was not near

enough.

Qu. How many fteps may a man take in the way to the kingdom of God, yel mifs ofitf
Anf 1. He may be adorned with civility, he may be morally
righteous, he may be prudent, juft, temperate, he may be free
from penal ftatutes ; this is good, but not enough to bring a man
to heaven.
2. He may hang out the flag of a glorious profeftion, yet fall
The fcribes and pharifees went far;
fhort of the kingdom.
they
they fdt in Mofes* chair, were expounders of the law
prayed, gave alms, were ftrict In theoblervation of the fdbbath;
if one had got a thorn into his foot, they would not pull it out
on the fabhath-day, for fear of breaking the fabbath ; they were
fo externally devout in God's worlhip, that the Jews thought,
that if but two in all the world went to heaven, the one fhould
be a fcribe and the other a Pharifee but the mantle of their prothey did all for the applaufe
felTion was not lined with fincerity
of meii, therefore they millied of heaven, Matth. v. 20. * Except your righteoufnefs exceed the righteoulhefs of the fcribes
and pharil'ees, ye fliall in no cafe enter into the kingdom of
;

:

:

God.'

A

man may be

a frequenter of ordinances, and yet n>irs of
It is a good fight to fee people flock as doves to
the kingdom.
tlie wiiulows of God's houfe
it is good to lie in the way where
Chrift paileth by
yet, be not oflended, if I fay, one may be
an hearer of the word, and fall (hort of glory; Herod heard
John Bapiilt gladly, yet beheaded John, inftead of beheading
'Oiis (in
the prophet Eztkiel's hearers did come with as much
delight to Jiis preaching, as one would dotoafitof mufic, Ezek.
XXX iii. 32. * Thou art to them as a lovely long of one that hatli
3.

;

:

:
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a pleafant voice, and can play well on an inftrument; they hear
thy words, but they do them not.' What is it to hear one's
duty, and not do it? As if a phyfician prelcribe a good receipt,
but tile patient doth not take it.
4. A man may have Ibme trouble for fin, and weep for it,
yet mils of the heavenly kingdom.

Qu. Whence

is

this ?

A

finner's tears are forced by God's judgments
Anf. 1.
as
water which comes out of a ilill is forced by the fire. 2. Trouble
;

quickly over again.
As fome that go
to (ea are lea-fick, but when they come to land they are well
again ; fo hypocrites may be fermon-fick, but this trouble doth
not lad, the fick-fit is foon over.
3.
finner weeps, but goes
for fin

is

tranfient,

it is

A

on
*,

not drowned in his tears.
man may have good defires, yet mifs of the kingdom.
xxiii. 10. '
that I might die the death of the righ-

in fin

5.

A

Numb,

;

his fins are

O

teous!'

Qu. Wherein do thefe defires come Piort?
Anf. I. They are fluggidi. A man would have heaven,
but will take no pains.
As if one Ihould fay, he defires water,
but will not let down the bucket into the well, Prov. xxi. 25.
* The defireof theflothful kills him,
his hands refufo to labour.*
2. The finner defires mercy, but not grace
he defires Chriil as
a Saviour, but not as he is the Holy One; he defires Chrifl;
only as a bridge to lead him over to heaven.
Such defires as
thefe may be found among the damned.
;

A

man may forfake his fins, oaths, drunkennefi, uncleannefs, yet come fliort of the kingdom.
Qu. Whence is this ?
Anf. 1. He may forllike grofs fins, yet he hath no reluaancy
6.

againll heart-fins, pride, unbelief, and the

firlt rifings of malice
the Itream, yet lie lets
alone the fountain ; though he lop and prune the branches, yet
lie doth not (trike at the root of it.
2. Though he leaves fin
(for fear of hell, or becaufe it brings fhame and penury) yet he
Hill loves fin, as if a fnake ihould ca(t her coat, yet keep her
poifon, Hof. iv. 8. ' They let their heart on their iniquity.'
S. It is but a partial forfaking of fin ; though he leaves one fin,

and concupifcence.

he

lives in

Though he dams up

fome other.

Herod reformed very much, Mark

vi.

He did many things ;' but he lived in inced. Some
10.
leave drunkt- nnefs, and live in covetoulhels ; they forbear fweaiing, and live in llaudering.
It is but a partial reformation, and
*

kingdom of glyry. Thus you fee there are
fome who have gone many f^eps in the way to heaven, yet have
come (hort. Some have gone fo far in profefiion, that they
fo they mifs of the

have been confident their eilate hath been good, and they fliall
go to^^e kingdom of heaven, yet havemiiled it, Luke xiii. 25.
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When once the mafter of the hoafe is rifen up, and hath (hut
the door, and ye begin to (land without, and to knock, faying.
Lord, Lord, open to us.' How confident were thefe of lalvation
they did not befeech, but knock, as if they did not doubt
but to be let into heaven yet to thefe Chrift faith, * I know
you not whence you are depart from me, ye workers of iniquity.*
Therefore fear and tremble, left any of us mils of this
kingdom of heaven.
Secondly, This fear is neceflary, if we confider what a lofs it
to
lofe the heavenly kingdom.
is
AH the tears in hell are not
fufficient to lament the lois of heaven
they who lofe the heavenly kingdom, lofe God's fweet prefence, the ravifhing views
and fmiles of God's glorious face. God's prefence is the dia'
mond in the ring of glory, Pf, xvi. 12.
In his prefence is
fulnefs of joy.'
If God be the fountain of all blifs, then, to be
ieparated from him, is the fountain of all mifery.
They who
lofe the heavenly kingdom, lofe the fociety of angels ; and,
what fvveeter mufic, than to hear them praife God in concert ?
They lofe all their treafure, their white robes, their fparkling
crowns they lofe their hopes, Jobviii. 14. * Whofe hope fhall
be cut oiF.' Their hope is not an anchor, but a fpider's web.
If hope deferred makes the heart Pick, Prov. xiii. 12. what then
is hope difappointed ? They lofe the end of their being.
were they created, but to be enthroned in glory ? Now, toloiie
this, is to lofe the end of their being, as if an angel fhould be
turned to a worm.
There are many aggravations of the lofs of
!

;

;

:

;

Why

this heavenly

kingdom.

The

eyes of the wicked fhall be opened to fee their lofs ;
now they care not for the lofs of God s favour, becaufe they
know not the worth of it.
man that lofeth a rich diamond,
and took it but for an ordinary ftone, is not much troubled at
the lofs of it ; but when he comes to know what a jewel he loft,
then he laments.
He, whofe heart would never break at the
fight of his fins, (hall now break at the fight of his lofs.
Phine1.

A

has his daughter, when fhe heard the ark was loft, cried out,
f The glory is departed,' 1 Sam. iv. 21.
When the finner fees
what he hath loft, he hath loft the beatifical vifion, he hath loft
the kingdom of heaven ; now he will cry out in horror and de»
fpair, *' The glory, the everlafting glory is departed."
2.
fecond aggravation of the loft of this kingdom will be,
that finners (hall be upbraided by their own confcience
this is
the * worm that never dies,' Mark. ix. 44.
viz. afelf-accufjng inind.
When finners (hall confider they were in a fair
way to the kingdom they had apoifibility of ialvation, though
the door of heaven was Itrait, yet it was open ; they had the
means of grace; the jubilee of the gofpel was proclaimed in
their ears ; God called, but they refufed ; Jefus Chrift offered

A

:

;
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own

blood to heal them, but they trampled it under foot : the Holy Spirit (lood at the door of their
heart, knocking and crying to them to receive Chrill and heaand
ven, but they repulfed the Spirit, and fent away this dove
HOW they have, through their own folly and wilfulnefs, loft the
this felf-accufing confcience will be terkingdom of heaven
rible
like a venomous worm gnawing at the heart.
third aggravation of the lofs of heaven will be, to
3.
look upon others that have gained the kingdom ; the happi*
There
nefs of the blelfed will be an eye-fore, Luke xiii. 28.
(hall be weeping and gnaftiing of teeth, when ye (hall fee Abraham, Ifaac,,and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of
God, and you yourfelves ihruil out.* When the wicked Ihail
fee thofe whom they hated and fcorned, to be exalted to a
kingdom, and Ihine with robes of glory, and they, ihemfelves
mils of the kingdom, this will be a dagger at the heart, and
make them gnalh their teeth for envy.
4.
fourth aggravation is, this lofs of the kingdom of heaHe who
ven is accompanied with the punilhment of feole.
the
fuch
as
come
into
river
fhort
leaps fliort of the bank, falls
of heaven, fall into the river of fire and brimftone. Pf. xc. 17.
* The wicked
(hall be turned into hell :' and how dreadful is
that ! if, when but a fpark of God's anger lights into the confcience here, it is fo torturing, what will it be to have mountains of God's wrath thrown upon the foul ? Pf. xc. II. ' Who
knoweth the power of thine anger ?* The angel never poured
When the
out his vial ; but fome wo followed, Rev. xvi. 3.
bitter vials of God's wrath are poured out, damnation follows.

them a

plaifier of his

;

:

;

A

A

;

O

am

tormented in this flame,' Luke xvi,
There was no "oil
In hell there is not a drop of mercy.
24.
nor frankincenfe ufed in the lacrifice of jealoufy, Num. v.
35.
In hell no oil of mercy to lenify the futferings of the
damned, nor incenfe of prayer to appeafe God's wrath.

Dives

cries out,

A

*

I

aggravation of the lofs of this kingdom will be, to
confider on what eafy and reafonable terms men might have had
this kingdom.
If indeed God had commanded impolfibiiities,
to have fatisfied juftice in their own perfons, it had been another matter
but what God did demand was reafonable, only
to do that which was for their good, to accept of Chrift for
their Lord and hufband, only to part with that which would
damn them, if they kept their fins; thefe were the fair terms
on which they might have enjoyed the heavenly kingdom :
now, to lol'e heaven, which might have been had upon fuch eafy
terms, will be a cutting aggravation ; it will rend a (inner's
heart with rage and grief, to think how eafily he might have
prevented the lofs of the heavenly kingdom.
a. It will be an aggravation of the lofs of heaven, for finners
5.

fifth

;
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how a6live they were in doing that which loft; thetn
the kingdon' ; they were/e/o dej'e.
What pains did they take
ro lefid the Spirit, to llifle conlcience ? They (inned while they
were out of breath, Jer. ix. 5. ' They weary themielves to
to think

commit

What

dilijcuities did men go through ?
did they endure for their lins ? how much fhame and
pain ? how fick was the drunkard with his cups ? how ibre in
the body was the adulterer? and what marksof fin did he carry
about him ? what dangers did men adventure upon for their
lull.-, ? They adventure God's wrath, and adventured the laws
of the land.
how will this aggravate the lofs of heaven how
v/ill this make men curfe themfelves, to think how much pains
they were at to lofe happinefs? how will this fting men's confciences, to think, had they but taken as much pains/or heaven
as they did for hell, they had not loft it.
7. Aggravation of the lofs of this kingdom, it will bean eternal irreparable lofs ; heaven, once lofl, can never be recovered.
Worldly loires may be made up again if a man lofe his health,
he may have it repaired by phyfic ; if a man be driven out of
his kingdom, he may be reftored to it again, asking Nebuchadnezzar was, Dan. iv. 36. *
honour is returned to me, and

iniquity.'

What

O

!

:

My

my

kingdom.' King Henry VI was depoled from his throne, yet reftored again to it.
But they who
once lo(e heaven, can never be reftored to it again : after mil-.
lions of years, they are as far from obtaining glory as at firffc.
Thus you fee how needful this exhortation is, that we fhould
fear left; we fall fhort of this kingdom of heaven.
Qu. What Piallwe do, that loe may not mifs of this kingdom
ofg/ory ?
Anf. 1. Take heed of thofe things which will make you mifs
of heaven. 1. Take heed of fpiritual floth.
Many Chriltians
are fettled upon their lees, they are loth to put themielves to
too much pains.
It is faid of Iliael, * They defpifed the pleafant land,' Pf. cvi. 24. Canaan was a paradife of delights, a
type of heaven: ay, but fome of the Jews thought it would
colt them a great deal of trouble and hazard in the getting, and
they would rather go without it ; * They defpifed the pleafant
land.'
I have read of certain Spaniards that live where there is
great ftore of fifh, yet are fo lazy, that they will not be at the
the pains to catch them but buy of their neighbours; fuch a
linful ftolh is upon the moft, that though the kingdom of heaven be oflered to them, yet they will not put themielves to any
labour for it.
They have fome faint velleities and defires,
that I had this kingdom
Like a man that Vvfiftiefh for venilbn,
but will not hunt for it, Prov. xiii. 4. ' The foul of the ftuggard
wilheth, and hath nothing.'
Men could be content to have
the kingdom of heaven, if it would drop as a ripe fig into their
I >fvas eitabiiflied

in

.

'

O

!

In the lord's prayer.

1^1

O

take heed of fpiritual (loth ; God never made Iieaven to be a hive tor drones.
cannot have the world without labour, and do we think to
have the kingdom of heaven ? Heathens will rife up in judgment
againil many'Chriftians : what pains did they take in their
Olympic races, when they ran but for a crown of olive or myrtle intermixed with gold ; and do we ftand ftill when we are
running for a kingdom ? Prov. xix. 15. * Slothfulnefs cafleth

mouth, but they are

loth to fight foriti:

.

We

into a

deep deep.'

Sloth

is

the fours fleep.

Adam loft

his rib

when he was afleep. Many a man loleth the kingdom of heaven when he is in this deep fleep of floth.
2. Take heed of unbelief. Unbelief kept Ifrael out of Canaan,
Heb. iii. 19.
So we fee they could not enter in becaufe of unbelief,*
And it keeps many out of heaven. Unbelief is an
enemy to falvation, it is a damning fin
it whifpers thus, To
*

;

what purpole

this pains for the

is all

heavenly kingdom

?

I

hud

may come

near to heaven, yet come fiiort of
heaven, Jer. xviii. 19. * And they faid, there is no hope.*
Unbelief deftroys hope ; and if you once cut this finew, a chril^
tian goes but lamely in religion, if he goes at all.
Unbelief
raifeth jealous thoughts of God, it reprefents him as a fevere
judge ; this difcourageth many a foul, and takes it off from duty.
Beware of unbelief; believe the promifes, James iii. 24. * God
is good to the foul that feeks him ;'
leek him earneftly and he
will open both heart and heaven to you.
Dens volentibus nou
deeji.
Do what you are able, and God will help you. While
you fpread the fails of your endeavour, God's Spirit will blow
upon thefe fails, and carry you fvviftly to the kingdom of^glory.
3. If you would not mil's of the heavenly kingdom, take heed
of miftake, imagining the way to the kingdom of heaven to be
eafier than it is
There
it is but a figh, or. Lord have mercy.
is no going to heaven perfaltiun : one cannot leap out of Deli-

as

good

fit Hill

I

;

;

lah's lap into

Abrahams bofom.

The

finner

is

'

dead

in trel-

eafy for a dead man to reftorehimfelf
to liie ? is regeneration eafy ? are there no pangs in the new
birth ? doth not the icripture call Chriilianity a warfare and a
race ? and, do you fancy this ealy ? The way to the kingdom
is not eafy, but the millake about the way is eafy.
palfe?,'

Eph.

ii.

1.

Is

it

If you

would not mils of the heavenly kingdom, take heed
of delays and procraftinations.
Mora traliit pericidum. It is
an ulual delufion, I will mind the kingdom of heaven, but not
when I have gotten an ellate and grown old, then I will
yet
look after heaven
and, on a fudden, death furprizeth men, and
they fall fliort of heaven.
Delay ftrengthens fin, hardens the
heart, and gives the devil fuller poffefTion of a man. Take heed
of adjourning and putting otf I'eeking the kingdom of heaven,
4.

;

:

till it

be too late.

Caefar, deferring to read a letter put into his
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hand, was

Confider how fliort your
it i? a taper foon blown out.
Animantis conjufqiie vita
infuga efi. The body is like a veffel tuned with breath, ficknefs broacheth it, death draws it out.
Delay not the bufinefs
of falvation a day longer ; fometimes death ftrikes, and gives
no warning.
5. If you would not come (hort of the kingdom of heaven,
take heed of prejudice. Many take a prejudice at religion, and
on this rock dafli their fouls. They are prejudiced at Chrift's
perfon, his truths, his followers, his ways.
life is

killed in the fenate houfe.

;

They

are prejudiced at his perfon, Mat. xiii. 57. *
they were offended in him.' What is there in Chrift, that
(I.)

And
men

fhould be offended at him ? He is the * pearl of price,' Matth.
46.
Are men offended at pearls and diamonds ? Chrift is
* Fairer than the
the wonder of beauty, Pfal. xlv. 2.
children
of men.' Is there any thing in beauty to otfend ? Chrift is the
mirror of mercy, Heb. ii. I7.
fhould mercy offend any ?
Chrift is a Redeemer; why (hould a captive (lave be offended
at him who comes with a fum of money to ranfom him ? the
prejudice men take at Chrift is from the inbred privity of their
hearts.
The eye that is fore cannot endure the light of the
fun ; the fault is not in the fun, but in the fore eye.
There ard
two things in Chrift men are prejudiced at: 1. His meannefs.
The Jews expeded a monarch for their Meffiah, but Chrift
came not with outward pomp and fplendor • his kingdom was
not of this world.' The (tars which are feated in the lighteft
orbs, are leaft feen Chrift, who is the bright morning ftar, was
not much feen
his divinity was hid in the darklanthorn of his
humanity all m ho (Ixw the man did not fee the Mefliah ; this
the Jews Humbled at, the meannefs of his perfon. a. Men
are prejudiced at Chrift's ftriclnefs ; they look upon Chrift as
'
auftere, and his laws too fevere, Pf. ii. 3.
Let us break their
bands, and caft away their cords from us.* Though, to a faint,
Chrift's laws are no more burdenfome than wings are to a bird ;
yet, to the wicked, Chrift's laws are a yoke, and they love not
to come under reftraint
hence it is they hate Chrift. Though
they pretend to love him as a Saviour, yet they hate him as he
is the holy One.
1. Self(2.) Men are prejudiced at the truths of Chrift.
xiii.

Why

:

:

;

;

:

A

man muft deny his righteoufuefs, Phil. iii. 9. His
duties and moralities : he will graft the hope of falvation upon
the ftock of his own righteoufnefs.
2. He muft deny his untighteoufnefs.
The fcripture feals no patents for fin : it teacheth us to • deny all nngodlinefs and worldly lufts,' Tit. ii. 11.
denial.

We
3.

muft divorce thofe

(ins

Forgiving of injuries,

which bring

Mark

xi.

25.

in pleafures

and

profit.

Thefe truths men are
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prejudiced at; they can rather want forgivenefs from God, thanA

they can forgive others.
^

1. Theiv
^(3.) Men are prejudiced at the followers of Chrift.
paucity ; there are but few (in comparifon) that embrace Chrift:
but why fliould this olfeiid ? Men are not otl'ended at pearls
and precious ftones, becaufe they are but few. 2. Their poverty ; many that wear Chrift's Uvery are low in the world ;
but why (hould this give olfence ? Ift, Chrift hath better things
than thefe to beftow upon his followers ; the holy anointing,
the white ftone, the hidden manna, the crown of glory, ^dly.
All Chrift's followers are not humbled with poverty
Abraham
was rich with gold and filver, as well as rich in faith though
not many noble are callfed,. yet fome noble, Acts xvii. 12,
* Honourable women which were Greeks
believed,'
Conftantine and Thodofius were godly emperors.
So that this ftumbling-block is removed.
Some of Chriil's
3. Their fcandals.
followers, under a maflc of piety, commit fin ; this begets a prejudice againll religion ; but doth Chrift or his gofpei teach any
ilich thing ? The rules he prefcribes are holy ; why (hould the
mafter be thought the worfe of, becaufe fome of his fervants
prove bad }
(4.) Men are prejudiced at the ways of Chrift ; they expofe
them to fufterings, Mat. xvi. 24. * Let him take up his crofs
and follow me.' Many ftumble at the crofs. There are, as
TertuUian, delicatuUt filken Chriftians, who love their eafe ;
^v

I'

:

:

They

mount
mount Golgotha, to

will follow Cbrift to

but not to

Olivet, to fee

him

transfigiu-ed,

with him.
But, alas,
what is afiSittion to the glory that follows The weight of glory
ijiakes affliction light.
Adimant caput non coronnm. O take
heed of prejudice
this hath been a ftumbling-ftone in men's
way to heaven, and hath made them fall (hort of the kingdom.
6. If you would not mils of the kingdom of heaven, take
heed of prefumption.
Men prefume all is well, and take it as
a principle not to be difpiited, that they (hall go to heaven. The
devil hath given them opium, to calt them into a deep lleep of
llcurity. The prefumptuous finner is like the leviathan,
made
without fear ;' he hves as bad as the worll, yet hop>es he (hall
* he bleffeth himfelf and faith, he
be laved as well a^ the beft
fliall have peace, though he goes on in fin,' Deut. xxix. 19.
As if a man ihould drink poil'on, yet not fear but he fliould
have his health. But whence doth this prelumptuous hope
fuffer

I

;

.

'

;

God

made up

of mercy.
U is true, God is uierciful, but with all he isjull too,
Exod.: xxxiv. (>, 7. ,* Keeping mercy for thoufands, and that
will by no means clear the guilty.*
if a king proclaim, that
only thofe ftiouid b?, pardoned, who came in and fubmitted ;(hould any, ftill perfiiling in rebellion, claim the benefit of that
V"oL. 11. No. ib,
arife ?

Surely fron. a conceit that

U

is

all
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who

down thy
none might
touch the ark but the priefts; none may touch this ark of God's
mercy, but holy, conlecrated perfons. Prefumption is heluo
animarum, the great devourer of fouls. A thoufand have milfed of heaven by putting on the broad fpedacle^s of prefump-

pardon, doft thou hope

weapons, but (land out

for

mercy,

will

in rebellion againft

not lay

heaven

?

tion.

7. If you would not mifs of the heavenly kingdom, take heed
foft pleafures harden
of the delights and pleafures of the flefii
the heart, many people cannot eudure a ferious thought, but
are for comedies and romances ; they play away their falvation.
Homines capiunturvohiptatef ut pifces homo , Cicero. Pleafur^
is the fugared bait men bite at, but there is an hook under.
Job xxi. 12. ' They take the timbrel and harp ; and rejoice
at the found of the organ.' And a parallel fcripture, Amos vi,
* That lie upon beds of ivory,
that chant to the found of
4.
the viol, that drink wine in bowls, and anoint themfelves with
The pleafures of the world do keep many
the chief ointments.*
paradife.
What a fhame is it, that the
from the pleafures of
foul, that princely thing, which fways the fceptre of reafon,
and is akin to angels, fhould be enflaved by finful pleafure \
Beard, in his theatre, fpeaks of one who had a room richly hung
with fair pi6lures, he had mod delicious mufic, he had the rareft beauties. Re had all the candies, and curious preferves of
the confe6lioner ; thus did he gratify hisfenfes with pleafure,
and fwore he would live one week as a god, though he were
Diodorus Siculus obfare to be damned in hell the next day.
Sicily,
while
they
dogs
are hunting among
of
that
the
ferves,
fo many, while
the fweet flowers, lofe the fcent of the hare
they are hunting after the fweet pleafures of the world, lofe the
It is (faith Theophyla6l) one of the word
Icingdora of heaven.
fights, to fee a finner go laughing to hell.
8. If you would not fall fhort of the kingdom of heaven; take
a covetous fpirit is a dunghill
Jieed of worldly mindednefs
fpirit, it chokes good atfe6tions, as the earth puts out the fire.
The world hindered the young man from following Chrift, abiit
tri/iis,, he went away forrowful, Luke xviii. 23. which extorted
*
How haVdly (hall
thefe words from our Saviour, ver. 24.
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God ?' Diviiiae
If
faeculifunt laquei diaboli, Bern. Riches are golden fnares.
tied
to
a man were to climb up a fteep rock, and had weights
too many golden
his legs, it would hinder him from hisafcent
rock which
deep
that
him
from
climbing
up
weights will hinder
*
They are entangled in the
leads to heaven, Exod. xiv. 3.
So it may be faid of
land, ihe wildernefs hath fliut them in,'
many, they are entangled in earthly atiairs, the world hath fhut
tk^m in ; the world is no friend to grace ; the more the child
:

;

:

:
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fucks the weaker the nurfe is : and the more the world fucks
and draws fVom us, the weaker our grace is, 1 John ii. 15.
• Love not the world.'
Had a man a monopol}' of all the
wealth of the world : were he able to empty the weftern parts
of gold, and the eaftern of Ipices
could he heap up riches to
the ftarry heaven, yet his heart would not be filled ; covetoufnefs is a dry dropfy.
Jofhua who could flop the courfe of the
fun, could not ilop Achan in his covetous purfuit of the wedge
of gold ; he whofe heart is locked up in his cheft, will be locked
out of heaven. Some fliips that have efcaped the rocks, have
been call away upon the fands
many, who have efcaped grofs
fins, have been caft upon the world's golden fands.
y. If you vyould not come fliort of the kingdom of heaven,
take heed of indulging any fm ; one milftone will drown, as
well as more ; and one fin lived in will damn, as well as more.
Ubi regnal peccatum, non potejl regnare dei regnum, Hierom.
If any one fin reign, it will keep you from reigning in the kingdom of heaven. Efpecially keep from fins of prefumption,
vyhich waft;e confcience, Vaftare contientiami Tertul.
And the
fin of your natural conllitution ; the peccatum in delitiis, Aug.
Thy darlnig fin, Pf. xviii. 23. ' I have kept myfelf from mine
iniquity,' that fin which my heart would Iboneft decoy and flatter me into.
As in the hive there is one mafi;er-bee, fo in the
heart one mafter fin ;
take heed of this!
Qu. Hoiv may this Jin be known ?
Anf. (I.) That fin which a man cannot endure, the arrow of
reproof Ihould flioot at, that is the bofom fin
Herod could not
brook to have his incefl; meddled with, that was a noli me tangere ; men cannot be content to have other fins declaimed
againfl;, but if a minider put his finger upon the fore, and toucheih upon one fpecial fin, then igne mecant oculi, they are enraged, and fpit the venom of malice.
2. That fin which a man's heart runs out moft to, and he is
moft eafily captivated by, that is the Dalilah in the bofom.
Otie man is overcome with wantonnefs, another by world linefs.
It is a fad thing a man (hould be fo bewitched by a beloved
fm, that if it afk him to part with not only one half the kingdom, but the whole kingdom of heaven, he muii part with it
;

;

O

:

to gratify that luft.

3. That fin which doth mofl; trouble a man and fly in his
face in an hour of ficknefs and diftrefs, that is the fin he hath

allowed himfelf in, and is his complexion fin
when Jofeph's
brethren were dillrelied, their fin in felling their brother came
;

We

•
into their remembrance. Gen. xlii. 21.
were verily
guilty concerning our brother,' &c.
So when a man is upon
his fick-bed, and confcience (hall fay, thou hail been guilty of

Xuch a

fin,

the fin of flandering or uncleaanefs, confcieac* read*

U2

;
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a man a fad le6lure
the complexion lin.

it

;

him moll

affrights

for

one

fin, that

is

which a man is lotheft to part with that is the
endeared fin
Jacob could of all his fons moll hardly part with
Benjamin, Gen. xlii. 35. * Will ye take Benjamin away?' So
faith the linner, this and that fin I have left, but mufi: Benjamin
go too? muft I part with this delightful fin ? That goes to the

That

4.

(in

;

:

As

heart.

it is

with a

caftle

that hath feveral forts about

it

but when it comes to the
and fecond forts are yielded
fight and die than yield
governor
will
rather
main caftle, the
that; fo a man hiay fuller fome of his fins to be demolifhed ;
but when it comes to one, that is like the taking of the calUe, he

the

firft

;

will never yield to part with that;

furely that is the mafter-fin.
the firength of fin lies in the
that is like an humour linking to the heart, which
beloved fin
brinps death.
I have read of a monarch, that being purfued
by the enemy, he thew away the crown of gold on his head,
that he m.ight run the falter ; lb that fin, which thou didlt wear
as a crown of gold, throw it away, that thou mayell run the
O, if you would not lole
faller to the kingdom of heaven
glory, mortify the beloved fin; let it, as Uriah, in the foreby plucking out this right-eye
front of the battle to be fiain

Take heed

efpecially of this fin

;

:

:

:

go to heaven.
you would not fall fliort of the kingdom of heaven,
many a Ihip hath been loft in
take heed of inordinate paflion
a ftorm, and many a foul hath been loll in a Itorm of unruly
Every member of the body is infected with fin, as
pafiions.
but, * the tongue is full
every branch of wormwood is bitter

you

Ihall fee the better to

10. If

;

;

Some care not what they fay
of deadly poifon,' James iii. 8.
in their palfion ; they will cenfure, fiander, wifh evil to others :
how can Chrill be in the heart, when the devil hath taken poflefiion of the

tongue

?

Pallion difiurbs reafon,

it is

hrevis infarn'a,

a Ihort frenzy. Jonah in a palfion flies out againll God, Jon.
What, to be
I do well to be angry to the death.'
iv. 9.
angry with God, and to jullify it? 'I do well to be angry ;*
*

man

pallion unfits for prayer,
I will, therefore, that men pray, lifting up holy
1 Tim. ii. 8.
hands without wrath.' He that prays in wrath, may lift up
his hands in prayer, but he doth not lift up holy hands. Water,
when it is'hot, foon boils over; fo, when the heart is heated
with anger, it loon boils over in fiery paUionate fpeeches. Some
they whole tongues are let on
cuiie others in their pallion

the

wa.s not well in his

wits,

*

:

them take heed that they do not one day in hell di fire
O, if you would not mils
B drop of water to cool their tongue.
of the heavenly kingdom, beware of giving way to your unbirdled
Some lay, words are but wind but they are fuch a
pafiions.
wind as may blow them to hell.
fire, let

;
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11. If you would not fall fliort of the heavenly kingdom, beware of too much indulging the fenfual appetite, Rom. xiii.
The Greek word, pro14. * Make no provifion for the flefli.'
noian poiein, to make provifion, fignifies to be caterers for the
fleOi,

Phil.

iii.

1.9.

'

Whole god

their belly.'

is

The

throat

is

Judas received the devil in the fop ; and often
;
the devil Aides down in the liquor : excefs in meat and drink
clouds the mind, chokes good aft'e6lions, provokes lull; many
a man digs his own grave with his teeth: the heathens could
fay, magnus fum ^ ad mojora natus quam ut Jim corporis met
mancipium, Sen. He was higher born than to be a flave to
his body.
To pajuper the body, and negle6l the foul, is to
feed the flave, and to (tarve the wife.
Take fuch a proportion
of food as may recruit nature, not furfeit it excefs in things
lawful hath loft many the kingdom of heaven.
bee may fuck
a little honey from the leaf, but put it in a barrel of honey, and
it is drowned ; to fuck temperately from the creature, God
allows; but excefs ingulphs men in perdition.
l^. If you would not fall fhort of the kingdom of heaven,
take heed of injuftice in your dealings; defrauding lies in two
a flippery place

:

A

Mixing commodities as if one mix bad wheat
with good, and fell it for pure wheat, this is to defraud, Ifa. i.
22. ' Thy wine is mixed with water.'
Second, Giving fcant
meafure, Amos v. 8. * Making the ephah fmall.' Ephah was
a meafure which the Jews ufed in felling; they made the ephah
fmall, they fcarce gave meafure.
I with this be not the fin of
many, Hof. xii. 7. * He is a merchant, the balances of deceit
are in his hand.'
Can they be holy, which are not juft ? Micah
vi. 11. • Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances?*
Is his heart fincere, who hath falfe weights? This hath mada
many they could not reach heaven, becaufe of their over-reachthings, Jirjl,

:

13. If you would not mifs of the kingdom of heaven, take
heed of evil company there is anecefl'ary commerce with men
in buying and felling, elfe, as the apoftle faith, * We muft go
out of the world,' 1 Cor. v. 10. but do not voluntarily choofe
the company of the wicked, 1 Cor. v. 11. * I have written to
you not to keep company.' Do not incorporate into the fociety
of the wicked, or be too much familiar with them
the wicked
are God haters and 2 Chron. xix. 2. * Shoaldlt thou join
with them that hate the Lord ?* A Chriftian is bound by virtue
of his oath of allegiance to God in baptifm, not to have intimate
converfe with fuch as are God's fworn enemies
it is a thing of
bad report: what doth Chrift's dove among birds of prey?
What do virgins among harlots. The company of the wicked
is very defiling, it is like going among them that have the plague,
:

:

;

;

Prov.

vi.

S7.

*

He

that toucheth pitch, Ihali be defiled,' Pfal.

:
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cvi. 35..

They were mingled among

their works.'

If you

the heathen, and learned

mingle bright armour with rufty, th«

armour
Such as have had religious education, and
•will Cpoil the bright.
have fome inclinations to good, yet by mixing among the
bright armour

will not brighten the rufty, but the rufty

wicked, they will be apt to receive hurt ; the bad will Iboner
Phacorrupt the good, than the good will convert the bad.
not
learn
Pharaoh
raoh learned Jofeph to fvvear, but Jolephdid
7"here is a ftrange attra6tive power in ill company to
to pray.
corrupt and poilbn the bell difpofitions ; they damp good
Throw a fire ball into the fnow, and it is foon
atFe6lions.
quenched. Among the wicked you lofe your heat of zealous
aftections
by holding familiar correfpondence with the wicked,
one (hall hear them diffuading him from ftridl godlinefs, that it
will debar him of his liberty and pleafure. Acts xxviii. 2.
• This fed is every where fpoken againft.'
Hereupon he, who
be
difcouraged, and
begins
to
heaven,
towards
before did look
gradually declines from goodnefs.
(I.) There fteals upon him a diflike of his former religious
courle of life ; that he was righteous over-much, ftri6ler than
:

needed.
(2.)

There

be begins

is inftilled

into his heart a fecret delight of evil

he can hear relihe loves
nay, well pleafed

to like foolifti fcuriilous difcourfe

gion Ipoken againft,

and be

filent,

:

;

vanity, and makes fportof (in.
(3.) He is by degrees fo metamorphofed, and made like the
company he converted with, that he now grows into a difguft,
and hatred of his former fober ways ; he is ill-aft'e6ted towards
good men, he is transformed into fcofting Ifhmael, a breathing
devil ; and becomes at laft as much the child of hell, as any of
and what is the
that gracelefs damned crew he converfed with
eftate,
a worm in
blot in the name, a moth in the
end of all ?
O, if you would not mifs of the Idngdom of
the conlcience.
heaven, beware of evil company. Bad company is the bane
and poifon of the youth of this age : fuch as were once foberly
inclined, yet by coming among the profane, they grow familiar,
:

A

at laft they keep one another company in hell.
14. If you would not mils of the kingdom of heaven, take
heed of partying with the fleftily part ; the flefti is a bolbm traiWhen an enemy is gotten within the walls of a callle, it
tor.
till

The tlelh is an enemy within:
great danger to be taken.
the flefti is a bad counfellor the flefti faith. There is a lion ia
the way ; it difcourageth from a religious ftridnefs, the flefti
;'
the flelh laith, as
faith, as Peter did to Chrift, ' fpare thyfelf
Judas, * what needs all this wafte?' What needs this praying?
is in

:

Why

do you waile your ftrenglh and

fpirits in religion ?

What

:
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wafte ? The flefh cries out for eafe and pleafure.
many, by confulting with the tleih, have iolt the kingdont
all this

ef heaven

!

you would not

(hort of heaven, take heed of carnal
relations : our carnal friends are often bars and blocks in our
way to heaven they will fay religion is preciCenefs and finguwife in the bofbm may be a tempter ; Job's wife
larity.
15. If

fall

:

A

was fo. Job ii. p. Doll thou ftill retain thy integrity ? Curfe
God, and die.* What, Hill pray? What doil thou get byferving
*

God }

Job, where are thy earnings? Whatcaufl thou Hiew thou
hall had in God's fervice, hut boils and ulcers ? And dofl; thou
ftill retain thy integrity ? Throw oflGod's livery, renounce reHere was a tentation handed over to him by his wife
ligion.
the woman was made of the rib, the devil turned this rib into
an arrow, and would have (hot Job to the heart, but his faith
<5uenched this fiery dart.
Bewaie of carnal relations: we read
that fbme of Chrill's kindred laid hold on him, and would have
hindered him when he was going to preach, Mark iii. 91.
* They faid, he is befide himfelf.' Our kindred fometinies would
ftand in our way to heaven, and, judging all zeal, rafhnels,
would hinder us from being faved
fuch carnal relations Spira
had for, advifing with them whether he (hould remain conllant
in his orthodox opinion, they perfuaded him to recant
and fo,
abjuring his fontier faith, he fell into horror and defpoudency
of mind.
Galeacius, marquis of Vico, found his carnal relations a great block in his way
and what ado had he to break
through their tentations? Take heed of a fnare in your bolbm.
It is a brave faying oi' Jerom, Ji mater mi/ii libera ojiendat, &c.
* If my parent Ihould perfuade me to deny Chrift, if my mother fhould Ihew me her breail, that gave me fuck, if my wife
fhould go to charm me with her embraces, I would forfake all,
:

;

:

;

and

fly. to

16. If

Chrift."

you would not

fall

(hort of the

kingdom of heaven,

take heed of falling off: beware of apoftacy ; he miifeth of the
prize, who doth not hold out in the race
he who makes Ihipwreck of faith, cannot come to the haven of glory.
hve ir»
the fall of the leaf: men fall from that goodnelis they feemed to
have fome are turned to error, others to vice
fome to drinking and dicing, and others to whoring, the very mantle of their
profedion is fallen off.
It is dreadful for men to fall off frorn
hopeful beginnings.
The apoilate, (faith 'J'erttiilian) feems to
put God and Satan in the balance, and, havmg weighed both
their fervices, prefers the devil's f«rvice, and proclaims him to
be the befl mafter; in which refped, the apoflate is faid to put
;

We

;

;

Chrifl to open fhame, Heb. vi. 6.
This is fad at laft, Heb.
X. 38.
If you would not mils of the glory, take heed of apo^

:
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tacy

thofe

;

who

away, muft needs

fall

fall

(hort of the king-

dom.
If we would not come fhort of this heavenly kingdom,
let us be much in the exercife of felf-deniaj, Matth. xvi. 24.
• If any man will come after me, let him deny
himfelf.'
He
1.

who would go to heaven muft deny feif-righteoufnefs. Covendum eji a propria jujlitia Phil. iii. 9.
That I may be found
in him, not having my own righteoufnefs.'
The fpider weaves
*

:

a web out of her own bowels an hypocrite would fpin a web
of falvation out of his own righteoufnefs, we muft deny our civility in point of juftitication.
Civility is a good ftaft" to walk
with among men, but it is a bad ladder to climb up to heaven.
muft deny our holy things in point of jullificatiou. Alas,
how are our duties chequered with fin put gold in the fire,
and there comes out drofs our moft golden fervices are mixed
with unbelief.
Deny felf-righteoufnefs ufe duty, but truft to
Chrift.
Noah's dove made ufe of her wings to fly, but trufted
to the ark for fafety
let duties have your diligence, but not
;

We

!

;

;

:

your confidence.

there is no
\s via ad regnum;
getting into heaven, but through this ftrait gate to felf-denial.
2. The fecond means for the obtaining of the kingdom, is
ferious confideration ; moft men fall ftiort of heaven for want of
confideration.
1. Conjideralion.
fhould often confider what a kingdom
heaven is it is called regnum pwratum, a kingdom prepared,
Matth. XXV. 34. which implies fomething that is rare and excellent.
God hath prepared in his kingdom, * fuch things as
eye hath not feen nor ear heard,' 1 Cor. ii. 9.
Heaven is beyond all hyperbole. In particular, in this celeftial kingdom are
two things. (1.)
ftately palace,
(l.)
royal feaft.
Self-denial

We

:

A

A

A

and hath feveral
dimenfions of it, it is twelve thoufand furlongs.
Rev. xxi. 15. Or, as it is in fome Greek copies, twelve times
twelve thoul'and furlongs: a finite number put for an infinite ;
no arithmetician can number thefe furlongs though there he an
innumerable company of faints and angels in heave?), yet iIk re
(I.)

flories

:

ftately palace.

(1.)

It

is

large,

for the

:

enough of room to receive them. (2.) The palace
of this kingdom is lucid and tranfparent
it is adorned with
light, the light is fweet. Hell is a dark dungeon, but the palace
above is befpangled with light. Col. i. 12. Such illuilrious
beams of glory fhine from God, as Ihed a brightneis and fplondor upon the empyrean heaven.
(3.) This palace of the kingdom is well fituated for a good air and a pleafant prol'pedt
there is the bell air, which is perfumed with the odours of
Chrift's ointments
and a moft pleafant profpedt of the bright
is infinitely

;

;

morning-ftar.
it liath
(4.) The palace is rich ;i\;dfumptuous
gates of pearl. Rev. xxi. 21.
It is enriched with white robos
;

;
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and crowns of glory

and

;

Rev.

the dwellers in'it never die.
for ever and ever.*

A

never

thit palace
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falls
*

xxii. 5.

to decay,

They

fliall

and

reign

the marriage-fupper of the
Which Builingerand Gregory the great,
Lamb,'
underlland of the magnificent fupper prepared in the kingdom
glorious feaft it will be, in refpect of the founder
of heaven.
God the glorified faints (hall feaft their eyes with God's beauty,
and their hearts with his love ; a delicious feaft it will be, in refpe6l of the feftivity and holy mirth ; what joy when there ftiall
It

royal feaft.
Rev. xix. 9.

(•-i.)

is

called

*

A

;

be the anthems and triumphs of glorified fpirits? When faints
and angels (hall twift together in an infeparable union of love,
and lie in each others Aveet embraces a royal banquet it ftiall
:

becaufe continually a I'refti courfe
is lerved in.
The ferious confideration what a kingdom heaven is, would be a means to quicken our endeavours in the purfuit after it. What caufeth men to make voyages to the Indies,
but the confideration of the gold and fpices which are to be had
there ? Did we ftjrvey and contemplate the glory of heaven, we
would foon take a voyage, and never leave till we had arrived
be,

where there

at the celeftial

is

no

kingdom.

Confideration.
perilh, to think you
9.

more

furfeit,

How
came

it

will

fliort

The prophet

you fliould
want of a little

trouble you, if

of heaven

for

king of Ifrael fmite
the ground fix times, and he fmote but thrice, and ftayed,
pains.

2 Kings

man

xiii.

And

19.

he

Eliflia bid the

loft

many

vi6tories

by

it;

fo,

when

think thus, I did ft)mething in religion, but did not
do enough ; I prayed, but it was coldly ; I did not put coals to
the incenl'e
I heard the word, but did not meditate on it, I
did not chew the cud ; I fmote but thrice, and I ftiould have
fmitten fix times ; had I taken a little more pains, I had been
happy, but I have loft the kingdom of heaven by Ihort- fliooting
the confideration how terrible the thoughts of this will
be, that we ftiould lofe heaven for want of a little more pains,

a

ftiall

;

:

will be a

means

to

fpur on our lluggifti hearts, and

make

us

more

diligent to get the kingdom.
3. The third means for obtaining this kingdom, is to
*
daily prayer, Pf. cix. 4.
I give myfelf to prayer,'

keep up
Prayer
inflames the affe6tions, and oils the wheels of endeavour :
prayer prevails with God, it unlocks his bowels, and then he
unlocks heaven ; all that have got to heaven, have crept thither
upon their knees : the faints now in heaven, have been men of
prayer: Daniel prayed three times a day, Jacob wreftled with
God in prayer, and as a prince prevailed this prayer muft be
fervent, elfe it is thuribulumjine prunis, as Luther, a golden
Cenfer without fire.
O follow God with prayers and tears
fay as Jacob to the angel. Gen. xxxii. '2(i,
1 will not let thea
:

•
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Prayer vincit invincibilem, Luther ;
go, except thou blefs me.'
the
Omnipotent.
Elijah by prayer, opened heaconquers
it
ven ; by ardent and conltant prayer, heaven is at lall opened to
us.
4. If

you would obtain the heavenly kingdom, get a love to
heaven. Love puts a iDan upon the ufe ot" all means to enjoy

He that loves the world, how a6tive is he .?
the thing loved.
He will break his fleep and peace for it; he that love.s honour,
what hazards will he run } He will fwirn to the throne in blood.
Jacob loved Rachel, and what would not he do, though it were
I'erving a two feven-years apprenticefhip for obtaining her ?
Love carries a man out violently to the obje6t loved. Love is
like wings to the bird, like fails to the fiiip, it carries a Chrifliau
full-fail to heaven ; heaven is a place of reft and joy, it is paraand will you not love \t? Love heaven, and you cannot
love breaks through all oppofition, it takes heaven by
mifs it
love, though it labour, is never weary ; it is like the
ftorm
rod of myrtle in the traveller's hand, which makes him frelh and
lively in his travel, and keeps him from being weary.
5. Ifyou would obtain the kingdom of heaven, make religion
your bufinel's. What a man looks upon as a parergon, a thing
by the bye, he doth not much mind. If ever we would have
heaven, we muft look upon it as our main concern, other things
do but concern our hvelihood, this concerns our faivation ; then
we make religion ourbulinefs, when we wholly devote ourfelves
count thole the belt
to God's fervice, Pf. cxxxix. 18.
hours which are fpent with God ; we give God the cream of our
affedions, the flower of our time and ftrength ; we traffic ia
heaven every day, we are merchants for the * pearl of price.*
He will not get an eftate, who doth not mind his trade ; he will
never get heaven, who doth not make rehgion his main bufinefs.
6. Ifyou would obtain the kingdom of heaven, bind your
Vow to the Lord, (that by his
hearts to God by facred vows.
grace) you will be more intent upon heaven than ever. Pi'. Ivi.
God.' A vow binds the
12. * Thy vows are upon me,
votary to duty ; he looks upon himfelf as obliged by his vow to
Bees when they fly in a great wind, ballaft
cleave to God.
ftones, that they may not be carried away
with
little
themfelves
fo we muft fortify ourfelves with ftrong vows,
with the wind
that we may not be carried away from God with the violent
wind of temptation. No queftion, a Chriftian may make I'uch
a vow, becaufe the ground of it is morally good he vows nothing but what he is bound to do by virtue of his baptifmal vow,
namely to walk with God more clofely, and to purfue heaven

dife,

:

:

We

O

;

:

more

vigorouily.

Ifyou would obtain the kingdom, embrace all feafonsand
Redeeming the time.*
opportunities for your fouls, Eph. v. 5.
7.

*

;
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the improving thefeafons of
Opportunity is the cream of time
The mariner, by
grace is as much as our falvation is worth.
taking the prefent feafon, while the wind blows, gets to the
haven by taking (he leafon, while we have the means of grace,
and the wind of the Spirit blows, we may arrive at the kingdom
of heaven.
know not how long we (hall enjoy the gofpel
the feufons of grace, like Noah's dove, come with an olive
branch in their mouth, but they foon take wings and fly.
1'hough they are Iweet, yet fwift. God may remove the golden candlertick from us, as he did from the churches of Afia.
have many fad lymptoms, ' Grey hairs are here and there
upon us,' Hof. vii. y. Therefore let us lay hold upon the prelent feafons ; they that fleep in feed time, will beg in harveft.
8. If you would go to the kingdom of heaven, you mull
excuhias agere, keep a daily watch, Mark xiii. 37. ' 1 fay unto
all, watch.'
Many have loft heaven for want of watchfulnefs.
Our hearts are ready to decoy us into fin, and the devil lies in
ambulh by his temptations we mult everyday fet a fpy ; and
keep centinel in our fouls, Hab. ii. 1. ' 1 will ftand upon my
watch.*
mull watch our eyes, Jobxxxi. 1. *I made a cove(1.)
nant with my eyes.' Much fin comes in by the eye
When
;

;

We

We

;

We

:

Eve faw

the tree was good for food, and pleafant to the eyes,
* then flie took,* Gen, iii. Q.
Firll flie looked, and then fhe
lulled
the eye by beholding an impure objedl, fets the heart
on fire the devil oft creeps in at the window of the eye. Watch
:

:

your

eyes.

(2.)

Watch your

ear.

Much

poifon

is

conveyed through the

Let your ear be open to God, and fijut to fin.
Watch your hearts we watch fufpicious perfons, * The
heart is deceitful,' Jer. xvii. 9. Watch your heart: 1. When
you are about holy things, it will be Healing out to vanity.
When I am at prayer, faith St. Hierom, aut per porticwn deambulo, ant de foenore compiito : either 1 am walking through galleries, or cafting up accounts.
2. Watch your hearts when
you are in company. The Bafilifk poifons the herbs he breathes
on
the breath of the wicked is infectious.
Nay, watch your
hearts when you are in good company
fuch as have fome good
in them, yet may be Ibme grains too light
they may have
much levity of difcourfe and, if no fcum boils up, yet too much
froth.
The devil is fubtile, and he can as well creep into the
dove, as he did once into the ferpent.
Satan tempted Chrifi: by
an apoltle. 3. Watch your hearts in profperity
now you are
in danger of pride.
The higher the water of the Thames riieth,
the higher the boat is lifted up
the higher that men's eftates
rife, the higher their hearts are lifted up in pride.
In profperity, you are iii danger not only to forget God, but to
ear.

(3.)

;

;

:

;

;

;

;
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lift

up the heel againft him, Deut.

fat,

and kicked.'

and

to carry a full

It

is

xxxii. i5. * Jeduirun waxed
hard to carry a full cup without fpillincr,

profperous eftate without finning.
Turpi
liixu
divitiae
fregerunt fecnla
molles. Sen. Trag. Samfon fell
afleep in Dalilah's lap, many have fallen fo faft afleep in the lap
of profperity, that they have never awaked till they have been
in hell.
4. Watch your hearts after holy duties.
When Chrift
had been praying and fading, then the devil tempted him, Mat.
After our combating with Salan in prayer, we are apt
iv. 23.
to grow fecure, and put our ipiritual armour oft', and then the
devil falls on and wounds us.
if you would get heaven, be
always upon your watch-tower, let a fpy, keep clofe centinel
who would not watch when it is for a kingdom ?
in your louls
9. If you would arrive at the heavenly kingdom get thefe
three graces, which will undoubtedly bring you thither.
there is no going to heaven blind(1.) Divine knowledge
In the creation, light was the firft thing that was made ;
fold.
fo it is in the new creation
knowledge is the pillar of fire that
goes before us, and lights us into the heavenly kingdom. It
is light mufl bring us to the * Inheritance in light,' Col. i. 12.
(2.) Faith: faith ends in falvation, 1 Pet. i. 9. * Receiving
the end of your faith, falvation.' He who believes, is as fure to
go to heaven as if he were in heaven already, A6ts xvi. 31.
and can he mifs of heaven, who touchFaith toucheth Chrift
eth Chrift.!^ Faith unites to Chrift ? and, ftiallnot the members
be where the head is } All have not the fame degree of faith ;
we mull diftinguifti between the dire6t a6l of faith, and the reflex a6l, aftlance and affurance ; yet the leaft feed and fpark of
faith gives an undoubted title to the heavenly kingdom.
I am
becaufe
I
believe,
becaufe
know
juftified
not
I
I believe,
heaven is prepared for thofe that love
(3.) Love to God
God, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Love is the f ul of obedience, the touchftone of fincerity, by our loving God , we may know he loves us,
1 John iv. 1{).
And thofe whom God loves, he will lay in his
hol'otn.
Ambrofe, in his funeral-oration for Theodofius, brings
in the angels hovering about his departing foul, and being ready
to carry it to heaven, alked him, '• what that grace was he had
rnoft pra6\ired ispon earth ?" Theodofius replied, DUex?, Dilexi^
** I have loved, I have loved ;" and ftraitway he was, by a
convoy of angels, tranflated to glory. Love is a facred fire
kindled in the breail; in the flames of this fire, the devout foul
aicends to heaven.
10. If we would obtain this heavenly kingdom, let us labour
for fnicerity, Prov. xxviii. IS. * Wholbever vvaiketh uprightly,
ftiall be laved.*
'J'he fincere Chriftian may fall (hort of fome
degrees of grace, but he never falls fliort of the kingdom
God
will pafs by many failings, where the heart is right. Num. xxiii.

O

;

:

:

;

:

:
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f I. True gold, though

l^g

be light, hath grains of allowance, PI'.
11. 6.
Thou defiretl truth in the inward parts.* Sincerity is
the fauce which feafons all our a6lions, and makes them favoury it is the ingredient into every grace ; it is called * faitU
unfeigned,' 2 Tim. i. 6. and * love in fincerity,* Eph. v. 24.
Coin will not go current that wants the king's ftamp ; grace is
not current, if it be not (lamped with fincerity. Glorious duties
(bured with hypocrify are reje6led, when great infirmities fweetened with fincerity are accepted. If any thing in the world
bring us to heaven, it is fincerity. Sincerity fignifies plainnel's
of heart, Pf. xxxii. 2. * In whole fpirit there is no guile.* The
it

*

;

plainer the diamond is, the richer.
(1.) Sincerity is when we ferve God with our heart ; we do
not only worfiiip him, but love him. Cain brought his facri-

but not his heart : this is God's delight, a facrifice flaming upon the altar of the heart.
fincere Cbrifl:ian, though
he hath a double principle in him, flefli aad fpirit, yet he hatli
not a double heart, his heart is for God,
(2.) Sincerity is when we aim purely at God in all we do.
The glory of God is more worth than the falvation of all men's
fincere Chriflian, though he comes fliort in duty, yet
fouls.
he takes a right aim. As the herb Heliotropium turns about
according to the motion of the fun ; fo a godly man's adlions
do all move towards the glory of God.
11. If we would obtain the heavenly kingdom, let us keep
vp fervency in duty. What is a dead form without the power ?
Rev. ill. 16. * Becaufe thou art luke-warm, neither hot nor
cold, I will fpue thee out of my mouth.*
Fervency puts life
* Fervent
kito duty, Rom. xii. 11.
in fpirit, ferving God.*
Gr. Zenotes, ' boiling over.* Chrift prayed * yet more earneftly,' Luke xxii. 44.
When the fire on the golden cenfer
was ready to go out, Aaron was to put more coals to the incenCe, praying with devotion, is putting more coals to the incenl'e.
It is not formality, but fervency, will bring us to heaven ; the formalin is like Ephraim, a cake not turned, hot on
one fide, and dough on the other. In the external part of
God's worfhip, he feems to be hot ; but as for the fpiritual
part of God's worftiip, he is cold.
Oh, if you would have the
kingdom of heaven, keep up heat and fervour in duty, Elijah
was carried up to heaven in a fiery chariot if you would go to
heaven, you mud be carried thither in the fiery chariot of
zeal ; it is violence that takes the kingdom of heaven.
12. If we would arrive at the heavenly kingdom, let us cherifli the motions of God's Spirit in our hearts.
The mariner
may Ipread his fiiils, but the ftiip cannot get to the haven without a gale of wind
lb we may fpread the liiils of our endeavour, but we cannot get to the haven of glory, without the
fice,

A

A

'

:

;

WQ
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how nearly therenorth and fouth wind of God's Spirit blow
it concern us to make much of the motions of God's
Spirit, motions to prayer, motions to repentance ? 2Sam. v. 24.
* When thou heareft the found of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou fhalt beftir thyfelf, for then fhall the
Lord go out before thee ;' So, when we hear, as it were a voice
within us, a fecret infpiration ftirring us up to good duties, we
fhould then beftir ourlelves ; while the Spirit works in us, we
Ihould work with the Spirit.
Many men have God's Spirit
ftriving with them, he puts good motions in their hearts and
holy purpofes ; but they, neglecting to profecute thefe good
motions, the Spirit is thereby grieved
and, being grieved,
withdraws its affiftance
and, that afliflance being gone, there
is no getting to heaven.
make much of the motions of the
Spirit, it is as much as your falvalion is worth.
The Spirit of
:

fore doth

;

;

O

God

is

compared

to fire,

A6ls

ii.

Q.

if

we

blow
and to

are careful to

we may have fire to inflame our atre6i;ions,
way of peace. If we quench the Spirit
by our negle6ling and refiiling its motions, we cut ourfelves off
from falvation. The Spirit of God hath a drawing power.
Cant. i. 4.
The blefied Spirit draws by attradion, as the
this fpark,

light our feet into the

In the preaching.of the word, the Spirit
heaven iti holy longings and ejaculations.
Now when the Spirit is about thus to draw us, let us take heed
of drawing back, left it be to perdition, Heb. x.
fhould
do as Noah, when the dove came flying to the ark he put
forth his hand, and took it into the ark ; fo when this fweet
dove of God's Spirit comes flying to our hearts, and brings a
gracious impulfe as an olive-branch of peace in its mouth,
take this dove into the ark, entertain the Spirit in your hearts,
and it will bring you to heaven.
Qu. But how Jhall we know the motions of the Spirit from a
loadftone the iron.

draws the heart up

to

We
;

O

debt/ion ?

The motions

of the Spirit are always agreeable to the
the Spirit
for hnlinefs, i^o is the Spirit
which way
perfuades to nothing, but what the word directs
the tide of the word runs, that way the wind of the Spirit blows.
13.
obtain the kingdom of heaven by uniform and cheer-

Anf.

word.

word be

If the

;

:

We

obedience
obedience is the road through which we travail
to heaven.
Many fay they love God, but refufe to obey him ;
doth he love the prince's perfon who flights his commands ?
* Then
fliall
(1.) Obedience muft be uniform, Pf. cxix. 6.
"
have
reI
I not be afliamed,' [Heb.]
I fliall not blufli whffn
fpedl to all thy commandments."
As the fun goes through
all the figns of the Zodiac, fo muft we go through all the duties
of religion
if a man be to go an hundred miles, and he goes
ninety-nine miles, and there ftops, he comes fliort of the place
ful

;

:
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we do many

with Herod,

things that
God commands, yet, if we lie in the total negle6l of any duty,
we come ihort of the kingdom of heaven; for inllance, if a
man feem to make confcience of duties of the firfl table, and
uot the duties of the lecond ; if he feem to be religious, but is

he

is

to travel to

if,

;

notjult, he is a tranfgreflbr, and is in danger to lofe heaven ; a
good heart is like the needle which points that way which the
loadftone draws, fo he moves that way which the word draws.
'
I delight to do thy will,
(2.) Obedience mull be cheerful
Pf. xl. 8.
law
within
heart.'
God,
yea,
thy
is
my
my
That is the fweetelt obedience which is cheerful, as that is the
God doth
fweetefl honey which drops from the comb freely.
Sometimes accept of willingnefs without the work, but never of
*
I'liere came out
the work without willingneft, Zech. v. 9.
Wings are
wings.*
two women, and the wind was in their
an emfwift, but wind in the wings denotes great fwiftnefs
blem of the Iwiftneis and chearfulnefs which lliould be in obedience.
go to heaven in the way of obedience.
14. If we would obtain this kingdom, be much in the communion of faints one coal of juniper will warm and inflame
another
when the heart is dead and frozen, the cotpmunioti
' They that feared
of faints will help to warm it, Mai. iii. Ki.
Chrifiians fhould never
the Lord fpake often one to another.'
meet (faith Mr. Bolton) but fpeak of their meeting together in
heaven.
One Chriftian may be very helpiul by prayer and conference to another, and give him a lilt toward heaven.
Old
Latimer was much llrengthened and comforted by hearing Mr.
Bilny's confellion of faith.
read that when Mofes*
hands were heavy, and he was ready to let them fall, Aaron and
Chrillian who is
Hur llayed up his hands, ExoH. xvii. 12.
ready to faint under tentaiion, and lets down the hands of his
faith, by converfmg with other Chiillians, he. is ftrengthened,
and his hands are held up.
great benefit of holy conference
is counlel and advice
if'a man {(ailh Chrylbftom) who hath
but one head to ad vile liim, could make that head a hundred
heads to advife him, he would be very wife
a (ingle Chriftian
hath this benefit by the communion of faints, they are as fo many
heads to advife him what to do in inch a cafe or exigency ; by
Chrillian conference the laiiits can fay, ' Did not our hearts
burn witiiin us .?' Communion of faints we have in our creed,
but it is too little in our pra6tice ; men uiually travel fafteil in
company ; we travel fafteil to heaven in the communion of
:

O

:

We

;

;

We

A

A

;

;

Ikints.

we would
to come up

15. If

attain to this

kingdom of heaven,

be
be cheapenlet us

willing
to Chrill'b terms.
Many will
ing, and bid foniething for the kingdom of heaven, they will
avoid grofs lin, and will come to church, and lay their prayers;

and yet

all this

while they are not willing lo corue up to God's

;;
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they will not refift the idol of felf-nghteoufnefs,
flying only to Chrifl; as the horns of the altar ; they will not
facrifice their bofom-fin ; they will not give God fpirit-worlhip,
ferving him with zeal and intenfenefs of foul, John iv. 24.
They will not forgive their enemies they will not part with
their carnal profits for Chrift ; they would have the kingdom
of heaven, but they will not come up to the price : if you would
have this kingdom, do not article and indent with Chrift, but
accept of his terms; fay. Lord, I am willing to have the kingdom of heaven whatever it coft me I am willing to pluck out
my right eye, to part with all for the kingdom here is a blank
paper I put into thy hand. Lord, write thy own articles, I will
price, that

is

;

:

;

fubfcribe to them.
16. If we would obtain the heavenly kingdom, let us attend
to the holy ordinances ; thus God brings fouls to heaven, A6ts

Except ye abide

ye cannot be faved.*
leap out of the fliip of ordinances, and then
but except ye abide in the Ihip
they leap
of ordinances, ye cannot be faved.
Efpecially, if you would
get to heaven, attend to the word preached
it was by the ear,
XJtvii.

31.

*

Some people would
God knows whither

in the Ihip,

;

:

by our firft parents liftening to the ferpent,
arii

it is

that

we

paradife
by the ear, by the hearing of the word, that we get to
loft

heaven, Ifa. Iv. 3. * Hear, and your fouls fhall live.* God,
fometimes in the preaching of the word, drops in that holy oil
into the ear, which foftens and fan6tifies the heart; the word
preached is called the * miniitiy of the Spirit,' 2 Cor. iii. 8.
becaufe the Spirit of God makes ufe of this engine to convert
fouls.
If the word preached doth not work upon men, nothing
will; not judgment, nor miracles; no, nor though one (hould
arife from the dead
Luke xvi. 31. Ifa glorified faint fliould
come out of heaven, and affume a body, and tell you of all the
glory of heaven, and the joys of the bleffed, and perfuade you
to believe ; if the preaching of the word will not bring you to
heaven, neither would his rhetoric do it who rofe from the dead.
In heaven there will be no need of ordinances, but there is while
we live here; the lamp needs oil, but the ftars need none.
While the faints have their lamp of grace burning here, they
need the oil of ordinances to be continually dropping upon them
but there will be no need of this oil when they are ftars in heaven, If you intend to get to heaven, be fwift to hear ; for feith
comes by hearing, Rom. x. 14, 17. Peter laid down the net
of his miniftry, and at one draught caught three thoufand fouls.
If you would have heaven's door opened to you, wait at the
pofts of wifdom's door.
17. If you would arrive at heaven, have this kingdom ever
in your eye : our blelfed Lord looked at the joy that was fet before him ; and Mofes had an * eye to the recompence of re;
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ward,* Heb. xi. 2S. Let the kingdom be much in our thoughts;
meditation is the means to help us to heaven.

Qu. How

doth

it

help ?

Anf. 1. As it is a mean to prevent fin.
No fword Hke this
to cut afunder the ftnews of tentation ; it is ahnofl; impofTible to
fin prefumptuoufly with the lively thoughts and hopes of heaven
It was when Mofes was out of fight that Ifrael fet up a
:

and worfiiipped it; io it is when the kingdom of heavea
out of fight, 1 mean, out of men's thoughts, that they fet up
their lufts, and idolize them.
The meditation of heavea
banifheth ?in ; he who thinks of the weight of glory, throws
away the weight of fin.
2. To meditate on the kingdom of heaven, would excite and
quicken obedience.
/hould think we cOuld never pray
enough, never love God enough, who hath prepared fuch a
calf,

is

We

kingdom
heaven

hnmenfum

for us.

in

his

gloria calcar habet.

St.

Paul hati

was once caught up thither; and how
God? 1 Cor. xv. 10. This would oil the

eye, he

was he for
wheels of obedience.

adiive

3. It would make us drive after holinefs, becaufe none but
fuch are admitted into this kingdom, only the ' pure in heart
fliall fee God,' Mat. v. 8.
Holinefs is the language of heaven ;
it is the only coin will pafs current in heaven
this confidered,
:

would make

cleanfe ourfelves from all filthinefs of the
flefh and fpirit, and perfe6t holinels in the fear of God,' 2 Cor.
vii.

us

'

1.

Thus you

fee

how

the meditation of he&ven

would be a means

to bring us thither.

18. The lall means for obtaining the heavenly kingdom is
perfeverance in holinefs, Rev. ii. 10. « Be thou faithful unto
death, and thou (halt receive the crown of life.'
In Chrillians,

non

initia fed fines latidantur,

Hierom.

1.

Is there fuch a thing as perfevering?

2.
3.
4.

What
What

1.

Is there fuch a thing as perfevering

How

doth a Chriftian come to peifevere?
are the encouragements?
helps?
till

we come

to hea-

ven? The Arminians deny it; and truly that any one holds
out to the kingdom, is a wonder, if you confider,

What

a world of corruption is mingled with grace : grace
is apt to be flifled, as the coal to be choaked with its own
grace is oft like a fpark in the fea, it is a wonder it is
afhes
not quenched
it is a wonder fin doth not do to grace, as fometimes the nurfe to the child, overlay it, that it die ; fo that this
infant of grace is fmothered.
2. The implacable malice of Satan
he envies that we fliould
have a kingdom, when he himfelf is caft out; it cuts him to
1.

:

:

;

VoL.II. No.

16.

Y
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the heart to fee a piece of cluft and clay be made a bright ftar in
he will Acheronta
glory, and he hinilelf an angel of darUnefs
movere, move all the powers of hell to hinder us from the k'w^dom he fpits his venom, flioots his fiery darts, raifeth a (torm
of perl'ecution, yea, and prevails againfi; fonie. Rev. xii. 4.
* There appeared a great red dragon, and his tail drew the
third
part of the ftars of heaven, and did caft them to the earth.*
By the red dragon is meant the heatlienifli empire now when
his tail caft ib many to the earth, it is a wonder that any of the
ftars keep fixed in their orb.
the young man in the gof5. The blandifhments of riches
'
went
not
pel
very far,
thou art
far from the kingdom of God ;*
;

:

;

:

but he had rich

him from
battle

till

poflefiTioiip,

and thefe golden weights hindered

kingdom, Luke xviii. 93. Jonathan purfued the
he came at the honey-comb, and then lie flood ftill,
the

Many are forward for heaven, till they taile
27but when they come at the honeythe fweetnefs of the world
comb, then they ftand ftill, and go no further. Fniiixs pecunice
Thofe who have eicaped the rocks of grofs fins,
Jiimis animae.
what a wonyet have been caft away upon the golden fands
der therefore that any doth hold on till he come to the king1

Sam.

xiv.

;

:

dom

!

A

wonder any holds oiit in grace, and doth not tire in his
jiiarch to heaven, if you confider the difficulty of a Chriftian's
work he hath no time to lie fallow, he is either watching or
fighting; nay, a Chriftian is to do thole duties which to the
4.

:

eye of fenfe and reaf<5n feem inconfillent while a Chriftian doth
one duty, he feems to crols another, e. g. He mult come with
holy boldnefs to God in prayer, yet muft ferve him with fear ;
he muft mourn for fin yet rejoice he muft be contented, yet
covet
1 Cor. xii. 32. contemn men's impieties, yet reverence
:

;

;

:

work is this ? A wonder any
kingdom. To this I might add,
the evil examples abroad, which are fo attractive, we may fay,
What a
the devils are come among us in the likenefs of men.
wonder is it that any foul perfeveres till he comes to the kingdom of heave a? But as great a wonder as it is, there is fuch a
.thing as perieverance.
A faint's perfeverance is built upon two
immutable pillars.
(1.) God's eternal love: we are inconftant in our love to
God but he is not fo in his love to us, Jer. xxxi. <). * I have
their authority

:

what

difficult

faint arrives at the heavenly

;

loved thee with an everlafting love;' with a love of eternity,
God's love to the ele6t is not like a king's love to his favourite,
when it is at the higheft fpring-tide, it Iboneft ebbs ; but God's
Jove is eternized: God may delert, not difinherit; he may
change his love into a frown, not into hatred he may alter his
;
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providence, not his decree:
ele6ting love

is

rifen

when once

upon the

foul,

it

(2.) A. faint's perfeverance is built

]71

the fun-fhine of God's

never

fets finally.

upon the covenant of grace;
this you have in the words

it is a firm, impregnable covenant
of the fweet fin^i^er of Ifrael, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. ' God hath made
with me an everlalling covenant, ordered in all things and fare.*
It is a fweet covenant, that God will be our God
the marrow
Juui quinlen'ence of all blelfing: and it is a fure covenant,
that
he will put his fear in our heart, and we Ihall never depart from
him, Jer. xxxii. 40. This covenant is inviolable, it cannot be
broken
indeed fin may break the peace of the covenant, but
it cannot break the bond of the covenant.
(o.) The third pillar perfeverance is built upon, is the
myftical union: believers are incorporated into
Chrift; they are
knit to him as members to the head, by the nerve and
ligament
of faith, that they cannot be broken otf, Eph- v. 23.
What
was once faid ol'Chrift's natural body, is as true of his myftical
body. John xix. 36. '
bone of it (hall not be broken.' As
it is impoflihle to fever the leaven and
the dough when they
are once mingled, fo it is impodiblc when Chrilt and
believers
are once united, ever by the power of death or hell to
be feparated
how can Chrill lofe any n*ember of his body and be perfect ? You i'ae upon what ftrong pillars the
faints' perfeverance
:

;

;

A

:

is built.

Qu. ffotv doth a Chrijlkin hold on till he comes to the kin<r°
? IIoio dolk he perfevere 9
Anf. 1. Anxiliu Spih'tus : God carries on a Chrillian to perfeverance by the energy and vigorous working of
his Spirit.
.

2.

dam

The Spirit maintains the eifenceand feed of grace, it doth blow
up the (parks of grace into a holy llame. ISpiritus
vicarins
eft

Chnjii, Tertul.

It is Chrill's

deputy and proxy

;

every-

it is

day at work in a believer's heart, exerting grace into
exercife,
and ripening it into perfeverance
the Spirit doth carve and
pohfli the vellels of mercy, and make them fit
for glory.
2. Chrill caufeth perfeverance, and carries on a laint
till he
come to the heavenly kingdom, vi orafionis, by hisinterceffion
;
:

Chrift

an advocate as well as a furety
he prays that the
arrive lafe at the kingdom.
Heb. vii. 25. * Wherefore he IS able to lave them to the uttermoft,
[i, e. perfeftiy),
leeing he ever liveth to make intercelTion
for them.'
That
prayer he made for Peter on earth, he prays nov^ in heaven
for
laints

is

;

may

the (aints,

*

that their faith

fliil

not,'

Luke

xxii. 32.

*

that

they may be with him where he is.' John xvii.
24.
And fure,
if he pray that they may be with
him in his kingdom, they cannot peridi by the way
Clirift's prayer is eUicacious.
If the
laints' prayers have lo much force
and prevalency in them ;
Jacob hud power with God, and as a prince prevailed, Hof!
Y2
:
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By

prayer Elijah unlocked heaven : if the prayers of
the faints have lb much po^yer with God, then, what hath
Chrift*s prayer? How can the children of luch prayers mifcarry ? How can they fallfliort of the kingdom, who have him
praying for them, who is not only a Piieft, but a Son ? and beiides, what he prays for as he is man, that he hath power to
give as he is God.
Thus you fee how aChriftian conies to per-

xii. 4.

he comes

kingdom.
Obj. But methinks I hearfome Chriftians fay, if only perfeverauce obtains the kingdom, they fear they fiall not come
thither; they fear they Jhall faint by the way, and the weak
legs of their grace will never carry them to the kingdom of heaven ?

fevere

till

to the

Anf, Wert thou indeed to ftand in thy own flrength, thou
mighteft fall away
that branch withers and dies that hath no
root to grow upon.
Thou groweil upon the root Chrilt, who
will be daily fending forth viral influence to ftrengthen thee;
thou art iaibecil and weak in grace, yet fear not falling fliort of
heaven For,
1. God hath made a prornife to weak believers, what is a
bruifed reed, but an emblem of a weak faith ? yet it hath a promife made to it. Mat. xii. 20. '
bruifed reed he will not
God hath promifed to fupply the weak Chrifiian with
break.*
fo much grace as he (hall need, till he comes to heaven.
Betwowhich
the
pence
the
good
Samaritan
fide
left to pay for
the cure of the poor wounded man, he pafled his word for all
that he ftiould need befide, Luke x. 35.
So, Chriil doth not
only give a little grace in hand, but his bond for more, that he
will give as much grace as a faint (hall need till he comes to
heaven, Pfal. Ixxxiv. li. 'The Lord will give grace and
glory;' that is, a fre(h fupply of grace, till he be perfeded ia
:

:

A

glory.
2.

God

hath more care of his weak

(hall never hold out

till

they

come

faints,

to the

who

kingdom.

fear they

Doth not

the mother tend the weak child moft? I(a. xl. 11. 'He will
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bolbm.'
If thou thinkeft that thou art fo weak that thou ftialt never hold
out till thou Cornell to heaven, thou (halt be carried in the arms
of the Almighty; he gathers the lambs in his arms; Chrilt,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, marcheth before his people, and
his power is in their re-reward, fo that none of them faint or die
in their march to heaven.
Qu. a. What are the encouragements to make Chriftians hold

on till they come to the kingdom of heaven?
Anf. 1. It is great credit to a Chrifiian, not only to hold
forth the truth, but to hold fall the truth till he comes to heaven; when grace doth flourilh into perfeverance, and with the

;
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eliurch of Thyatira, our laft works are more than our firft, Rev.
It is matter of
ii. 19. this is iti/igne honoris, a ftar of honour.

renown

to fee grey hairs

grow with golden

virtues

the excelWhat is the excellency of a thing lies in the fmifhing of it.
lency of a building, not when the (irft ftone is laid, but when it
is Hnilhed ; fo the beauty and excellency of a Chriftian is, when
he haih finithed his faith, having done his work, is landed fafe
in heaven.
S. You that have made a progrefs in religion, have not many
wiles to go before you come at the kingdom of heaven, Rom.
xiii. 11.. • Now is our falvation nearer than when we believed.*
You who have hoary hairs, your green tree is turned into aa
almond tree; you are nearer to heaven, it is but going a little
further and you will fet your feet within heaven's gates; oh
therefore now be encouraged to hold out, your falvation is nearer
Our diligence (hould be
than when you firft began to believe.
When a man is almoft at
greater when our falvation is nearer.
the end of the race, will he now tire and faint? Will he not
put forth all his ftrength, and ftrain every lihib, that he may lay
hold upon the prize ? Our falvation is now nearer ; the kingdom
is as it were withm fight ; how Oiould we now put forth all our
llrength, that we may lay hold upon the garland of glory?
Do6lor Taylor, when he was going to his martyrdom, *' I hava
(faith he) but two lliles to go over, and I fhall be at my FaThough the way to heaven be up-hill, you muft
ther's houfe."
climb the fteep rock of mortihcation
and though there be
thorns in the way, viz. fulferings, yet you have gone the greatert
part of your way, you are within a few days march of the kingdom and will not you perfevere ? Chriftian, pluck up thy
courage, fight the good fight of faith, purfue holinefs
it is but
a while and ydu Ihall put off your armour, and end alt your
weary marches, and receive a vidorious crown j-your falvation
is nearer, you are within a little of the kingdom, therefore now
perfevere, you are ready to commence and take your degree of
:

;

:

;

glory.

The

promife annexed to perfeverance ; the pro*
a crown of life. Rev. ii. 10.
Death is a worm that
feeds in the crowns of princes, but behold here a living crown,
and a never fading-crown, 1 Pet. v. 4. And Rev. ii. 2S. He
that overcometh, and keepeth my words to the end, I will give
him Jiellum matutinamy the morning-ftar the morning-liar is
brighter than the retr.
This morning-ilar is meant of Chrill
as if Chrift had faid, I will give to him that perfeveres fome of
my beauty ; I will put Ibnieof my illuftrious rays upon him ; he
Ihall have the next degree of glory to me, as the morning liar
is next the fun : will not this animate and make us hold out?
3.

mife

bleffed

is

:

OF
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fliall have a kingdom, and that which is better than the
kingdom, a bright morning-liar.
Qu. (4.) What are the means conducing to perfeverance, or,
what fJtail we do that we may hold out to the kingdom 9
AnJ\ 1. Take up religion upon good grounds, not in a fit or
hunnour, orout of worldly defign but be deliberate, weigh things
well in the balance, Luke xiv. 28.
Which of you intending to
build a tower, fitteth not down firft and countelh the coll?*
Think with yourfelf what religion muft coft you, it mufl coft
you the parting with your fins and what it may coft you, it
may coft you the parting with your lives conlider if a kingdom will not countervail your fufferings. Weigh things well,
and then make your choice, Pf. cxix. 30. * I have chofen the
way of th3' truth.' Why do many apoftatize and fall away,
but becaule thev did never fit down and count the coft.
2. If we would hold out to the. kingdom, let us cherifii the
;

'

:

;

' By faith ye ftand.*
grace of faith, 1 Cor. i. 24.
Faith, like
Hercules' club, it beats down all oppolition before it; it is a
conquering grace.
Qu. How comes faith to hefojirong ?
Anf. Faith fetcheth Chrill's itrength into the foul, Phil. iv.
13.
captain may give his (bldier armour, but not ftrength
faith partakes of Chrift's ftrength, and faith gets ftrength from
the promife
as the child by fucking the breaft gets ftrength, ^o
hence faith is
doth iuith by lucking the breaft of the promile
iuch a wonder-working grace, and enables a Chriftian to per-

A

:

;

;

ievere.
3. If you would bold out to the kingdom, fet before your
eyes the examples of thofe noble heroic faints, who have perfevered to the kingdom
v.iminv exempUs, examples have more
influence on us than precepts, Job xxiii. 11, 12. ' My foot
hath held his Iteps.' Though the way of religion hath flints
I have not
and thorns in it,, yet my foot hath held his Heps
the
way.
Daniel
held on
the
way,
out
of
fainted in
nor turned
his religion, and would not intermit prayer, though he knew
the writing was figned againft him, and a prayer might coll
him his life, Dan. vi. 10. The bleffed martyrs perlevered to
the kingdom through ftifterings. Saunders that holy man, faid,
*' Welcome the crofs of Chrift ;
my Saviour began to me in a
bitter cup, and Ihall I not pledge him ?" Another martyr, killing the ftake, faid, " I fliall not lofe my lite, but change it for
What a fpirit
a better
inftead of coals I (hall have pearl's.''
of gallantry was in thefe faints
Let us learn conftancy h'oni
their courage.
foldier, feeing his general fight valiantly, is
animated by his example, and hath new fpirits put into him.
4. Let us add fervent prayer to God, that he would enable
iis to hold out to the heavenly kingdom, Pf. cxix. 117. * Hold
•

:

;

;

I
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be fafe." Let us not prefiime on our
own flreiigtli. When Peter cried to Chrift on the water,
* Lord lave me,' then Chrift took him by the hand. Mat. xiv.
30. But when he grew confident of his own ftrenglh, then
O pray to God for auxiliary grace. The
Chrift let him fall.

thou

I fhall

when held in the nurfe's arms fo are we in Chrift's
Let us pray that God will put his fear in our hearts,
and that prayer of Cyprian,
that we do not depart from him
Domine, quod ca'pifti perfice, ne in porta naufragium accidat.
Lord, perfect that which thou haft begun in me, that I may not
child

is fiife

:

arms.

;

fhipwreck when I am almoft at the haven.
Branch. Let us prefs forward with the greateft diligence
to this kingdom. And here let me lay down fome powerful per*
fuafives, or divine arguments, tro make you put to all your
fuffer

3.

firength for the obtaining this bleffed kingdom.
1. This is the great errand for which God hath fent us into
the world, to prepare for this heavenly kingdom, Matth. vi. 33.
• Seek ye
Firft in time before all
firft the kingdom of God.'
things
and hrft in affe6lions, above all things. Great care is
;

To fee
taken for the achieving worldly things. Matt. vi. 25.
people labouring for the earth, as ants about a molehill, would
make one think this were the only errand they came about but
alas
What is all this to the kingdom of heaven ? I have read
of a devout pilgrim travelling to Jerufalem, who pading through
feveral cities, where he faw niajiy ftately edifices, ware and monuments, he would fay, " I muft not ftay here, this is not Jerufalem :" fo when we enjoy worldly things, peace and plenty,
and have our preifes burft out with new wine, we fliould fay to
ourfelves, this is not the kingdom we are to look after, this is
not heaven it is wildom to remember our errand.
It will be
but lad upon a death-bed for a man to think he was bufying
himfelf only about trifles, playing with a feather, and neglecting the main thing he came into the world about.
2. The feeking after the heavenly kingdom will be judged
molt prudent by all men at laft. Thofe who are moft regardlefs of their fouls now, will, before they die, wi(h they had
minded eternity more. When confcience is awakened, and
:

!

:

men

begin to come to themfelves, now, what would tliey give
for the kingdom of heaven ? How happy were it, if men were
of the Aime mind now, as they will be at death ? Death will
alter men's opinions
then thofe who did moft flight and difparage the ways of religion, will wi(h their time and thoughts
had been taken up about the excellent glory. At death men's
eyes will be opened, and they will fee their folly when it is too
late.
If all men, even the worft, will wifli at laitthat they had
minded the kingdom of heaven, why fliould not we do that
now, which all will wifh they had done when they come to die.
;

:

OP THE SECOND PETITION

175

This kingdom of heaven deferves our utmoft pains and
Suppofe earthly
it is glorious, beyond hyperbole.
kingdoms more magnificent than the}^ are, their foundations
of gold, their walls of pearl, their windows of fapphire, yet they
are not comparable to the heavenly kingdom.
If the pavement
S.

diligence;

of

it

be befpangled with fo
what is the kingdom

many

bright Ihining lights, glorious

It doth not
John iii. *2.
yet appear what we (hall be.*
exceeds
kingdom
our
This
faith.
How fublime and wonderful is that place where the
ftars,

itfelf ?

'

1

Deity fhines forth in his iminenle glory, mfinitely beyond the comprehenfion of angels ?
(1.) The kingdom of heaven is a place of honour; there are
the glorious triumphs and fparkliHg crowns.
In other kingdoms, there is^but one king, but in heaven all are kings. Rev.
blefled

Every faint glorified partakes of the fame glory as Chrift
* The glory
doth, John xvii, 22.
thou hall given me, I have

i.

6.

given them.'

This kingdotn is a place of joy, Matth. xxv. 21. * Enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord.' To have a continual afpect of
love from God's face, to be crowned with immortality, to be as
(2.)

the angels of God, to drink of the rivers of pleafure for ever,
this will caufe raptures of joy. Sure it deferves our utmofl pains
Julius Caefar coming
in purfuing and fecuring this kingdom.
towards Rome with his army, and hearing the fenate and people had fled from it, faid, " that they will not fight for this
city, what city will they fight for?'' If we will not take pains
for the kingdom of heaven, what kingdom will we take pains
for? It was the fpeech of the fpies to their brethren, Judg.
*
have feen the land, and behold it is very good ;
xviii. 9.
and are ye ftill ? Be not (lothful to go, and to enter to poflefs
have had a lively defcription of the glory of heathe land.'
why then do we fit
ven, we find the kingdom is very good
ftill ?
do we not operam novare, put forth our utmoft zeal
and indufl;ry for this kingdom ? The diligence of others in feeking after earthly kingdoms, fhames our coldnefsand indifferency
in purfuing after the kingdom of heaven.
4. The time we have to make fure of the heavenly kingdom
is very fhort and uncertain ; take heed it doth not flip away
Time pafieth on
before you have prepared for the kingdom.
apace, Clio pede preterita vita ; it will not be long ' before the
filver cord be loofed, and the golden bowl broken,' Eccl. xii.
The fkin wherein the brains are enclofed as in a bowl, this golden bowl will foon be broken. Our foul is in our body, as the
bird is in the (hell, which foon breaks, and the bird flies out

We

We

;

Why

.

We

of the body breaking, the foul flies into eternity.
before we
not whether we fhall five to another fabbath
Ourlif*
hear another lermon-bell go, our pafling bell may go.

the

(hell

know

:
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funs as a Avift ftream into the ocean of eternity. Brethren, if
our time be fo minute and tranfient, if the taper of life be fo
foon wailed, or perhaps blown out by violent death, how fhould
we put to all our ftrength, and call in help from heaven, that
we may obtain the kingdom of glory? If time be fo fliort, why
do we wafte it about things of lets moment, and negle6t the
* one thing needful,' which is the kingdom of heaven ?
man
that hath a great work to be done, and but one day for the doi
ing of it, hath need to work hard
we have a great work to do,
we are ftriving for a kingdom, and, alas! we are not certain of
one day to work in therefore what need have we to beftir ourieives, and what we do for heaven, to do it with all our might ?
5. To excite our diligence, let us con fid er how inexcufable
we (hall be, if we mifs of the kingdom of heaven. Who have
had fuch helps for heaven as we have had ? Indians who have
mines of gold, have not fuch advantages for glory as we they
have the light of the fun, moon, and ilars, and the light of reabut we have
fon, but this is not enough to light them to heaven
had the light of the gofpel fhining in our horizon we have been
lifted up to heaven with ordinances; we have had the word in
feafon and out of feafon.
The ordinances are the pipes of the
fan6lu;;ry, which empty the golden oil of grace into the foul;
they are/'cala paradi/i\ the ladder by which we afcend to the
kingdom of heaven, Deut. iv. 7. * What nation is there fo'
great who hath God fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is
have bad heain all things tliat we call upon him for ?'
ven and hell let before us, we have had counfels of friends,
warnings, examples, the motions and infpirations of the Holy
Ghoft; how fhould all thefe fpurs quicken us in our pace to'
heaven ? Should not that (hip fail apace to the haven, which
hath wind and tide to carry it ? The tide of ordinances, and the
wind of the Spirit. Surely if we, through negligence, mifs of
the kingdom of heaven, we (hall have nothing to fay for ourfelves
we (hall be as far from excufe as from happinefs.
you
6. You cannot do too much for the kingdom of heaven
cannot pray too much, llxn<5tify the fabbath too much, love God
too much you cannot overdo.
In fecular things a man may
labour too hard, he may kill himfelf with working ; but there
In virtute non eji
is no fear of working too hard for heaven.
verendum ne quid nimiumfit, Seneca. The world is apt to cenfure the godly, as if they were too zealous, and did overftraiii
themfelves in religion.
Indeed a man may follow the world too
much, he may make too much halle to be rich the ferry- man

A

:

;

;

:

;

We

;

:

;

:

may

to the (inking
take in too many
of his boat ; fo a man may heap up fo much gold and (ilver, as
to fink hioifelf in perdition, I Tim. vi. 9. but one cannot be too
earnefl; and zealous for the kingdom of heavea ; there i^ no f«ax

Vol..

palfengers into his boat,
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of excefs here, when we do all we can for heaven, we come
fhort of the golden rule fet us, and of ChriiVs golden pattern ;
when our faith is higheft, like the lun in the meridian, yet ftill
there is fomething lacking in our faith, 1 ThelT: iii. 1. fo that
When a Chrifall our labour for the kingdom is little enough.
tian hath done his heft, yet ftill he hath fins, and wants to bewail.
7. By this you may judge of the ftate of j^our fouls, whether
you have grace or not, by your earneft purfuit after the heavenGrace infufeth a fpirit of activity into a perfon ;
ly kingdom.
it is not a fleepy habit,
grace doth not lie dormant in the foul
but it makes a Chriftian like a feraphim^ fwiftand winged in his
heavenly motions grace is like fire, it makes one burn in love
and the more he loves him, the more he prefleth forto God
ward to heaven, where he may fully enjoy him. Hope is an
;

:

;

Hope is
a lively hope,' 1 Pet. i. 3.
like the fpring in the watch, it fets all the wheels of the foul a
running; hope of a crop makes the hufbandman fow his feed ;
hope of vi<5lory makes the foldier fight ; and a true hope of gloHere is a fpiriry makes a Chriftian vigoroufly purfue glory.
grace
by
have
the anointing
try
our
we
touch-ftone
to
if
tual
of the Spirit, it wmII oil the wheels of our endeavour, and make
No fooner
us lively in our purfuit after the heavenly kingdom.
*
Behold, he prays,*
had Faul grace mfufed, but prefently,
The affedions are by divines called the "feet
A(5ls ix. 11.
of the foul ;" if thefefeet move not towards heaven, itisbecaufe
there is no life.
perhaps you may
8. Your labour for heaven is not loft
but know that
think it is in vain that you have ferved God
your pains are not loft. The feed is caft into the earth, and it
dies, yet at laft it brings forth a plentiful crop ; fo your labours
feem to be fruitlefs, but at laft they bring you to a kingdom.
.Who would not work hard for one hour, when, for that hour's
work, he faould be a king as long as he lived ? And let me tell
you, the more labour you have put forth for the kingdom of
heaven, the more degrees of glory you ftiall have.
As there are
degrees of torment in hell, Matth. xxiii. 41. fo of glory in heaAs one ftar differs from another in glory, fo ihall one
ven.
faint, 1 Cor. xv. 41.
Though every veflel of mercy fhall be
Such as have
full, yet one veffel may hold more than another.
done more work for God, fhall have more glory in the heavenly
.kingdom. Could we hear the faints departed fpeaking to us
from heaven, fure they would fpeak after this manner were
we to leave heaven a while, and live on the earth again, we
.would do God a thouland times more fervice than ever we did :
we would pray with more life, ad with more zeal ; fpr now we
adive grace,

it is

called

*

:

:

:

:
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more hath been our labour, the greater is our reward ia
heaven.
9. While we are labouring for the kingdom, God will help us,
Ezek. xxxvi. 27. * I will put my Spirit within you, audcaulb
you to walk in my flatutes.' The promife encourageth us, and
God's Spirit enableth us.
mailer gives his fervant work to
do, but he cannot give him llrength to work
but God, as he
cuts us out work, fo he gives us llrength, Pf. Ixxxvi. 16.
* Give thy fti'ength unto thy fervant.'
God not only gives us a
crown when we have done running, but gives us legs to run :
he gives exciting, affilling grace; lex jubet gratia Juvat: the
Spirit helping us in our work for heaven, makes it eafy.
If
the load-llone draw the iron, it is not hard for the iron to move :,
if God's Spirit draws the heart, now it moves towards heaven,
with facility and alacrity.
10. The more pains we have taken for heaven, the fvveeter
heaven will be when we come there. As when an hulbandman
hath been grafting trees, or letting flowers in his garden, it is pleafant to review and look over his labours
fo, when in heaven
we Ihall remember our former zeal and earnellneft for the kingdom, it will fweeten heaven, and add to the joy of it. For a
Chrillian to think, fuch a day I fpent in examining my heart,
fuch a day I was weeping for iin
when others were at their
fport, I was at prayer
and now, have I loft any thing by my
devotion ? My tears are wiped away, and the wine of paradile
chears my heart ; I now enjoy him whom my foul loves
I
am poffelled of a kingdom ; my labour is over, and my joy remains.
11. If you do not take pains for the kingdom of heaven now,
there will be nothing to be done for your fouls after death
this
is the only fit fealbn for working ; and if this feafon be loil, the
fee, the

A

:

;

;

:

;

.

:

kingdom

Whatfoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no work nor
device, nor wifdom in the grave whither thou goell.'
It was a
laying of Charles V.
have fpent my treafure, but that I
may recover again I have loft my health, but that I may have
again ; but 1 have loft a great many brave foldiers, but them I
can never have again." So other temporal bleflings may be
is

forfeited,

Ecclef. ix. 10.

*

"I

;

and recovered again ; but if the term of life, wherein you
Ihould work for heaven, be once loft, it is paft all recovery ;
you can never have another feafon again for your fouls.
12. There is nothing elle but this kingdom of heaven we can
make fure of; we cannot make fure of life. Quisjcit an adjiciq.nt hodiernae crajlina vitae tempora diijupen ? Hor.
When
our breath goes out, we know not whether we fhall draw it
again ? How many are taken away fuddenly ?
cannot
made riches fure, it is uncertain whether we fliall get ihem ;
loft

We

Z2

OF THE SECOND PETITION

189

is like a lotterj', every one is not Ajre to draw a prize t
get riches, we are not fure to keep them, Prov. xxiii.
Experience leals
6. * Riches make themfelves wings and fly.'
Many who have had plentiful eftates, yet,
to the truth of this.
by fire, or lofles at fea, they have been fqueezed as ipunges,
but if men (hould keep their
and all their eftates exhaufled
a
while,
yet
death
ftrips
them
of all ; when death's gun
eftates
goes ofF, away flies the eftate, 1 Tim. vi. 7. * It is certain we
can carry nothing out of the world :' lb that there is no making
fure of any thing here below, but we may make fure of the
kingdom of heaven, Prov. xi. 18. * To him that worketh righHe who hath grace is fure of heateoufnefs is a fure reward.
ven, for he hath grace begun in him.
A believer hath an evidence of heaven, Heb. xi. I. ' Faith is the evidence of things
notfeen.'
He hath an earneft of glory, 2 Cor. i. 22. * Who
hath alfo given us the earneft of his Spirit.' An earneft is part
of the whole fum. He hath a fure hope, Heb, vi. 19. 'Which
hope we have as an anchor.* This anchor is cafi upon God's
promife, Tit. i. 2. * In hope of eternal life, which God that
So that here is great encouragecannot lie hath promifed.'
ment to take pains for heaven, we may make fure of this king*

the world
or, if

we

:

*"

fiom.

The kingdom ofheaven cannot be

obtained without labour.
boat may as well get to
No7i eft ad ajira molis e terris via.
canland without oars, as we to heaven without labour.
to
think
have
labour,
do
without
and
we
world,
not have the
heaven If a man digs for gravel, much more for gold, Phil, iii,
Heaven's-gate is not like that
14. * I prefs toward the mark.*
* iron-gate which opened to Peter of its own accord,' A<5ts xii.
IQ. Heaven is not like thofe ' ripe figs which fall into the
No, there muft be taking
jnouth of the eater,' Nah. iii. 12.
Two things are requifite for a Chriftian, a watchful eye
pains.
and a working hand. "We muft, like Hannibal, force away to
muft win the
the heavenly kingdom through difficulties.
garland of glory by labour, before we wear it with triumph.
God hath ena6ted this law, ' That no man (hall eat of the tree
of paradife, but in the fweet of his brows :' how then dare any
cenfure chriftian diligence ? how dare they lay you take more
pains for heaven than needs. God faith, * Strive as in an agony,*
fight the good * fight of faith ?' and they fay, you aretooftri6t j
but who ftiall we believe ? An holy God that bids us ftrive, ot
a profane atheift that faith we ftrivp too much ?
14. Much of our time being already mil^ent, we had need
work the harder for the kingdom of heaven ; he who hath loft
his time at fchool, and often played truant, had need ply it the
harder, that he may gain a ftock of learning ; he who hath (lept
S^nd loitered in the beginning of his journey, liad need ride \.h%
13.

A

We

!
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fader in the evening, left he fall (hort of the place he is travelSome here prefent are in their youth, others in the
ling to.
flower of their age, others have grey hairs, the almond tree blofibms, and perhaps they have been very regardlefs of their fouls
or heaven. Time fpent unprofitably is not time lived, but tim«
loll :
if there be any ilich here, who have mifpent their goldea
hours, they have not only been flothful, but wafteful fervants ;
how had you need now to redeem the time, and prefs forward
with might and main to the heavenly kingdom ? 1 Pet. iv. 3.
* The time paft of our life may fudice us to have wrought the
It may fuffice us that we have loft fo
will of the Gentiles.'
much time already, let us now work the harder luch as have
crept as fnails, had need now fly as eagles to the paradife of
God ; if, in the former part of your life, you have been as willows, barren in goodnefs, in the latter part be as • an orchard of
pomegranates, with pleafant fruits,' Cant. iv. 13. Recompenfe
:

former remiirnefs with future diligence.
15. How uncomely and lord id a flothful temper of foul is,
Zephan. i. 19. * I will punifli the men who are fettled on iheic
lees :* Heb. ** Crudled on their lees.*
Settling on the lees, is'
an emblem of a dull unadtive foul. The fnail by realbn of its
flow motion, was reckoned among the unclean, Lev. xi. 30»
*
flothful man hideth his hand in his bofom,* Prov. xix. 24.
he is loth to pull it out, though it be to lay hold on a crown,
Non capit porta ilia ccelefiis torpori languidos, Brugenf. The
devil himfelf cannot be charged with idlenefs, 1 Pet. v. 8.
* He walketh about.'
An idle foul ftands in the world for a
cipher, and God writes down no ciphers in the book of life ;
heaven is no hive for drones
an idle perfon is fit for a temptation.
When the bird fits ftill upon the bough, then it is in
danger of the gun
when one fits ftill in floth, then the devil
ihoots him with a temptation
ftanding water pntrifies.
Heathens will rife up in judgment againft lupine Chriftians ; what;

A

;

;

;

pains did they take in the Olympic games ? they ran but for a.
garland of flowers, or olive ; and do we fit ftill who run for a
kingdom ? how can he expect a reward that never works, or a
crown that never fights ? Inertia animaefomnus. Sloth is the

Adam when he was afleep loft his rib; and when
a perfon is in the deep fleep of floth, he lol'eth falvation.
16. Holy a6tivity and induftry doth ennoble a Chriftian.
Labor iplendore decoratur, Cicero. The more excellent any
thing is, the more active. The fun is a glorious creature, it is
ever in motion, going its circuit fire is the pureft element, and
the mofta6live, it is ever fparkling and flaming
the angels are
Ibul's fleep.

:

:

the moft noble creatures, they are reprefented by the cherubims,
with wings difplayed. The more adive for heaven the more
^Uuftrious, and the more do we relenoble the angels.
The phoe-
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nix

flies

with a coronet on

his coronet, his labour

is

its

head

;

his enfign of

the induftrious foul hath

honour.

a poffibility of happinefs, and
by our
that upon our pains taking we may have a kingdom
why niight not God have
fall in Adam we forfeited heaven
dealt with us as with the lapfed angels ? They had no fooner
finned, but they were expelled heaven, never to come thither
more ; we may lay, as the apolile, Rom. xi. 22. * Behold the
goodnefs, and feverity of God.'
To the apellate angels, behold
.

17. It

is

a

mercy that there

is

:

:

the feverity of God, that he (hould throw them down to hell for
ever ; to us, behold the goodnefs of God ; that he hath put us
into a polTibiliiy of mercy
and, if we do but take pains, there
how may this whet and Iharpis a kingdom ftands ready for us
en our induftry, that we are in a xa_pacity of falvation ? and,
if we do but what we are able, we (hall receive an eternal
"weight of glory.
18. Our labour for the kingdom of heaven is minute and
traniient, it is not to endure long, our labour expires with
for
our life ; it is but a while' and we ihall leave off working
would think much to wade
a little labour an eternal reft.
through a little water, that were fure to be crowned as foon as
;

:

;

Who

they came on fhore

;

Chriftians, let

this

encourage you, you

have but a little more pains to take, a few tears more to Ihed,
a few more fabbaths to keep, and behold an eternal recompence
of reward
what are a few tears to a crown } a few minutes of
time to an eternity of glory ?
19. What ftriving is there for earthly kingdoms, which are
corruptible, and fubje6l to change ? with what vigour and alacrity did Hannibal's foldiers continue their march over the Alps,
and craggy rocks, and Caefar's foldiers fight with hunger and
cold ? Men will break through laws and oaths, they will fwini
to the crown in blood
will they venture thus for earthly promotions, and (hall not we ftrive more for an heavenly kingdom ? This is a kingdom which cannot be ftiaken,' Heb. xii.
28. a kingdom where there is unparalled beauty, unftained honour, unmixed joy ; a kingdom where there Ihall be nothing
prefent which we could with were removed, nor nothing abSure if there be any
lent which we could wi(h were enjoyed.
;

:

'

fpark of grace, or true generofity in our breafts, we will not
futfer ourfelves to be out-ftriven by others ; we will not let
them take more pains for earthly honours, than we do for that
excellent glory which will crown all our defires.
20. How much pains do forne men take to go to hell, and
fliall not we take more pains to go to heaven ? Jer. ix. 5.
• They weary themfelves to
commit iniquity.' Sinners hack-ney themfelves out in the devil's fervice
what pains do fome
niea take to fatisfy their unclean lulls 1 they waiie their ellates.
:
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about them
they will
ftands the next door to hell,

their fin

:

the harlot's houfe, though it
Prov. vii. 07,
Her houie is the way to hell.' What pains do
others take in perfecuting
Holinefsis the white they Ihoot at.
It is faid of Antiochus Epiphanes, he undertook more tedious
journeys, and went upon greater hazards, to vex and oppofe
the Jews, than any of his predeceflbrs had done in getting of
victories.
The devil blows the horn, and men ride poll to hell,
as if they feared hell would be full ere they would get thither.
When Satan had entered into Judas, how adlive was Judas he
goes to the high priells, from them to the band of foldiers, and
with them back again to the garden, and never left till he had
betrayed Chrill.
How induftrious were the idolatrous Jews !
fo fiercely were they bent upon their fin, that they would facrifice their fons and daughters to their idol-gods, Jer. xxxii. 35.
Do men take all this pains for hell, and Ihall not we take
pains for the kingdom of heaven ? The wicked have nothing
to encourage them in their fins, they have all the threatenings
of God as a flaming fword againit them.
let it never be
faid, that the devil's fervants are more a6live than Chrift's ;
that they ferve him better who rewards them only with fire and
brimllone, than we do God, who rewards us with a kingdom,
21. The labour we take for heaven, is a labour full of pleafure, Prov. iii. I7.
man fweats at his recreation, tires himfelf with hunting, but there is a delight he takes in it, which
* I delight
fweetens it, Rom. vii. 22.
in the law of God in the
inner man,' Gr. I take pleafure.
Not only is the kingdom of
heaven delightful, but the way thither ; what delight hath a
gracious Ibul in prayer ? Ifa. Ivi. 7. * I will make them joyful
in my houfe of prayer.'
While a Chriftian weeps, there is joy
drops with tears
vvhile he is mufing on God, he hath luch
illapfes of the Spirit, and, as it were, fuch tranfigurations of
foul, that he thinks himfelf half in heaven, Pf. Ixiii. 5, Q. *
foul fhall be falisfied as with marrow and fatnefs, and my
mouth fliall praile thee with joyful lips, when I remember thee
upon my bed,' &c.
Chriitian's work for heaven is like 3
bridegroom's work on the morning of the marriage-day, he
puts on his vefture and wedding-robes, in which he (hall be
married to his bride
fo, in all the duties of religion, we are
putting on thofe wedding-robes, in which we fhall be married
to Chrill in glory.
what folace and inward peace is there
*
in clofe walking with God
The work of
Ifi\. xxxii.
17.
righteoufnefs (hall be peace.* Serving of God is like gathering of fpices or flowers, wherein there is Ibme labour, but the
labour is recompenfed with delight.
Working ibr heaven is
like digging in a gold mine
the digging is labour, but getting
the gold is pleafure ;
thea let us beltir ourfelves for the kin^
iS^
vilit

!

!

O

A

;
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A

:

O

!

;
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A

dom

of heaven ; it is a labour full of pleafure t
Chriftiatt
the
moil
delicious
part
with
his
joy
for
not
mufic
would
he
;
would not exchange his anchor of hope for a crown of gold*
Well might David fay, * In keeping thy precepts there is great
not only after keeping thy precepts,
reward.'
Pf. xix. 11.
but in keeping them a Chriftian hath both the fpring-flowers
:

inward delight in ferving God, there is the
;
fpring-flowers ; and the kingdom of glory at laft, there is th«
full crop.
induftrious have the faints in former ages been !
22.
They thought they could never do enough for heaven t they
Minus
could never lerve God enough, love him enough.
amaviy Domine, Aug. Lord, I have loved the6 too little.
What pains did St. Paul take for the heavenly kingdom ? Phil*
* Reaching forth unto ihofe things which
are before.'
iii. 13.
The Greek word to reach forth, (ignifies to ftreach out the
neck
a metaphor from racers, who drain every limb, and
Anna the prophetefs,
reach forward to lay hold on the prize.
* departed not from the temple, but
ierved God
Luke ii. 37.
with fallrngs and prayers night and day.* Bafil the great, by
much labour and watching, exhaufted his bodily ilrength.
•* Let racks, pullies, and all torments come upon me (faid IgThe indullry and courage of
natius) fo I may win Chrill."
former faints, who are now crowned with glory, fhould provoke our diligence, that fo at laft we may fit down with theni

and the crop

How

U

:

kingdom of heaven.
93. The more pains we take for heaven, the more welcome
what is it makes men fo loth to die ? They
will death be to us
in the

;

are like a tenant that will not go out of the houfe till the fergeant pull him out ; they love not to hear of death ; why fo ?
Becaule their confcience accufeth them that they have taken
little or no pains for heaven ; they have been lleeping when
they fhould have been working, and now they are afraid left;
death fliould carry them prilbners to hell : whereas he who
hath fpent his time in ferving of God, he can look death in
the face with comfort : he was wholly taken up about heaven,
he traded before in
and now he ftiall be taken up to heaven
Cuph
heaven, and now he (hall go to live there, Phil. i. 22.
*
Paul
I defire to be diftblved, and to be with Chrift.'
diffohi,
and
now
xv.
10.
God,
Cor.
laid
himfelf
out
for
1
had wholly
he knew there was a crown laid up for him, and he longed to
take poffefTion. Thus 1 have given you twenty-three perfualives or arguments to exert and put forth your utmoft diligence,
that thei'e arguto the obtaining the kingdom of heaven.
ments were written in all your hearts, as with the point of a dia*
?^ond ! And, becaufe delays in thefe cafes are dangerous, let
in* Jeftre you to fet upon this work for heaven prefently, Pf.
:

O

IN THE lord's prayer.

185

*
I made hafte, and delayed not to keep thy comcxix. 60.
mand ments.' Many people are convinced of the neceflity of
looking after the kingdom of glory, but they fay asthofe, Hag.
* The time is not yet come.'
They adjourn and put off
i. 2.
till their time is flipped away, and fo they lofe the kingdom of
delay ftrengthens fin, hardens
heaven ; beware of this falacy
:

the heart, and gives the devil fuller poffeirion of a man, 1 Sam.
* The king's bufinefs requires
hafte ;' fo the bufinefs
xxi. 8.
of Pdlvation requires halle
do not put otf an hour longer, volat
ambiguis mobilisaliis hora.
What alfurance have you that you
Ihall live another day ? Have you any leafe of life granted ?
why then do you not prefently arife out of the bed of floth, and
put forth all your ftrength and fpirits that you may be pofl'efled
of the kingdom of glory; Ihould not things of the higheft importance be done Hrft ? Settling a man's eilate, and clearing
the title to his land, is not delayed, but done in the firft place ;
what is there of fuch grand importance as this, the laving of
:

and the gaining of a kingdom ? Therefore to-day
hear God's voice, now mind eternity, now get your title to
heaven cleared before the decree of death bring forth
what imprudence is it to lay the heavieft load upon the weakelt horfe ?
So, to lay the heavy load of repentance on ihyfelf, when thou
art enfeebled by licknefs, the hands (hake, the lips quiver, the
heart faints.
O be wife in time, now prepare for the kingdom.
He who never begins his voyage to heaven but in the ftorm of
d-yath, it is a thouland to one if he doth not fuffer an eternal

your

fouls,

;

ftiipwreck.

Ufe VI. Of exhortation.
1. Branch. If there be fuch a glorious kingdom a- coming,
then you who have any good hope through grace, you that are
the heirs of this kingdom, let me exhort you to fix things
1. Often take a profpe6t of this heavenly kingdom
climb
up the celeftial mount take a turn, as it were in heaven every
'
day, by holy meditation, Pi', xlviii. l-J, 13.
Walk about
Zion, tell the towers thereof, mark ye well her bulwarks.*
lee what a glorious kingdom heaven is
go tell the towers, view
the palaces of the heavenly Jerufalem
Chriftiau, Ihew thy
heart the gates of pearl, the beds of fpices, the clutters of
grapes which grow in the paradife of God
Say, O my foul,
:

:

:

;

:

;

glory

thy Father's good pleafure to give
thee this kingdom, l^he thoughts of heaven are very delightfuli
and ravifliing ; can men of the world fo delight in viewing
their bags of gold, and fields of corn, and fhall not the heirs of
promife take n)ore delight in contemplating the celeftial kingdom ? The ferious meditation of the kingdom of would glory
work thefe three etfedls.
(I.) It would put a damp and flur upon all worldly gloVoL. II. No. Id.
a
ail this

is

thine,

it is
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who Hand upon

the top of the Alps, the great
could we look
cities of Campania feem butfmall in their eye
through the perfpe^live glafs of faith, and take a riew of heaven's glory, how fmall and minute would all other things appear ? Mofes flighted the honours of Pharaoh's court, having
an eye to the recom pence of reward, Heb. xi. 2(5. St. Paul,
who had a vifion of glory, and St. John, who was carried away
in the fpirit, and faw the holy Jerul'aleni deicending out of heaven, having the glory of God in it. Rev. xxi. U. how did the

ry

:

thofe

;

world after appear in an eclipfetothem?
(2.) The meditation of the heavenly kingdom would much
heaven is an holy place,' 1 Pet. i. 4,
promote holinefs in us
"
An inheritance undefiled ;' it is defcribed by tranfparent
The contemplating
glafs, to denote its purity, Rev. xxi. 21.
becaulie none
the
(ludy
of
holinefs,
upon
heaven would put us
heaven is not like
but fuch are admitted into that kingdom
Noah's ark, into which came clean beads and unclean ; only
* the pure in heart fliall fee God,'
Matth. v. 8.
heavenly
kingdom would be a
of
the
meditation
The
(3.)
calcarkabet,
1 Cor. xv. 58»
fpur to diligence, Iramenfum gloria
• Always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that
When the main the Lord.'
not
be
in
vain
labour
fhall
your
when we
riner fees the haven, he plies it harder with his oars
have a fight and profpe6t of glory, it would make us be much
it would add wings to duty, and
in prayer, alms, watching
make the lamp of our devotion burn brighter.
2. If you have hopes of this kingdom, be content though you
contentment is a rare thing, it is
have but a little of the world
but if you have a groundChriftians
wear
few
jewel
that
but
a
ed hope of heaven, it may work your heart to contentation.
What though you have but little in poffelfion ? you have a
kingdom in reverlion. Were you to take an eftimate of a
man's eftate, how would you value it ? by what he hath in his
houfe, or by his land ? Perhaps he hath little money or jewels
in his houfe, but he is a landed man, there lies his eftate,
believer hath but little oil in the cruife, and meal in the barrel, but he is a landed man, he hath a title to a kingdom, and
may not this fatisfy him ^ If a man, who lived here in England,
had a great eftate befallen him beyond the feas, and perhaps
had no more money at prefent but juft to pay for his voyage,
he is content, he knows when he comes to his eftate, he ftiall
have money enough
thou who art a believer, hail a kingdom
befallen thee
though thou hail little in thy purie, yet, if thou
haft enough to pay for thy voyage, enough to bear thy charges
God hath given thee grace, which
to heaven, it is fuificient.
\s the fore-crop, and will give thee glory, which is the after*
crop and may not this make thee content ?
:

'

:

;

;

:

;

A

;

:

;
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kingdom, pray

coming of this glorious kingdom, * Thy kingdom
:'
-come
only believers can pray heartily for the haftening of
the kingdom of glor}'.
1. They cannot pray that Chrift's kingdom of glory may
come, who never had the kingdom of grace fet up in their
hearts
can the guilty prifoner pray that the aflizes may come?
2. They cannot pray heartily that Chrifi's kingdom of glory
may come, who are lovers of the world they have found paradife, they are in their kingdom already, this is their heaven,
«nd they defire to hear of no other
they are of his mind, who
faid, if he might keep his cardinalHiip in Paris, he would lole
often for the

:

;

:

l)is

part in Paradile.

cannot pray heartily that Chrift's kingdom of glory
may come, who oppoiie Chrift's kingdom of grace, who break
his laws, wiiich are the fceptre of his kingdom, who fhoot at
thofe who bear Chrift's name, and carry his colours
fare thele
cannot pray thai Chrift's kingdom of glory may come, for then
Chrift will Judge them
and, if they fay this prayer, they are
But you who have
hypocrites, they mean not as fhey fpeak.
the kingdom of grace fet up in your hearts, pray much that the
3.

'I'hey

:

;

kingdom of glory may haften, ' Thy kingdom come ;' wheu
this kingdom comes, then you (hail behold Chrift in all his embroidered robes of glory, fhining ten thoufand times brighter
than the fun in all its meridian i'plendor.
When Chrift's kingdom comes, the bodies of the I'aintiS that fleep in the dull ftiall
be raifed in honour, and made like Chrift's glorious body then
Ihall your fouls, like diamonds, fparkle with holineis
you
fhall never have a finful thought more, you fliall be as holy as
the angels, you (hall be as holy as you would be, and as holy
as God would have you to be ; then you fliall be in a better ftate
than in innocency.
Adam was created a glorious creature, but
mutable ; a bright ftar; but a falling ftar
but in the kingdom
of heaven is a fixation of happinefs ; when Chrift's kingdom of
glory comes, you ftiall be rid of all your enemies : as Mofes
* The Egyptians, whom you have feen tolaid, Exod. xiv. 13.
day, you fhall fee them no more for-ever.'
So thofe enemies
who have plowed on the backs of God's people, and made
deep their furrows, when Chrift (hall come in hit; glory, you
liiall fee thefe enemies no more.
All Chrift's enemies (hall be
* put under his feet.*
<2 Cor. xv. 2.
and before the wicked be
deltroyed, the faints fhall judge them, 1 Cor. vi. 2. ' Know ye
not that the faints (hall judge the world ?'
This will cut the
wicked to the heart, that thole whom they have form€riy
fcorned and Icourged, fliall lit as judges upon them, and vote
with Chrift in his judicial proceedings
then well may yout
;

;

:

:

A

a
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pray for the haftening of the kingdom of glory, * Thy kiogdom
1
come.'
>
4. Branch. If you have any good hope of this bleffed kingdom, let this make the colour come in your faces, be of fanhave you a title to a kingdom, and fad ?
guine cheerful temper
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.*
Rom. V. 2.
Chriftians, the trumpet is ready to Ibund, an eternal jubilee is
at hand, when a freedom from fin (hall be proclaimed
your
coronation-day is a-coming
it is but putting olf your clothes,
and laying your head upon a pillow of dull, and you (hall be enthroned in a kingdom, and inverted with the embroidered robes
of glory
doth not all this call for a cheerful fpirit ? Cbeerfulnels adorns religion
it is a temper of foul Chrift loves, John
* If
xiv. 28.
ye loved me, ye would rejoice.* It makes nsany
fufpe6l heaven is not lb pleatant, when they fee thofe that walk
thither fo fad.
How doth the heir rejoice, in hope of the inheritance? Who fliould rejoice, it not a believer, who is heir of
the kingdom, and fuch a kingdom as eye hath not feen ? When
the fleth begins to droop, let faith lift up its head, and caufe an
holy jubilation and rejoicing in the foul.
5. Let the faints long to be in this bleffed kingdom. A prince
that travels in foreign parts, doth he not long to be in his own
nation, that he may be crowned ? The bride defires the marriage
day. Rev. xxii. 17. ' The i'pirit and the bride fay come
even
fo, come, Lord Jefus.'
Sure our unwillingnefs to go hence,
fhews either the weaknefs of our faith in the belief of the heavenly kingdom, or the ftrength of our doublings, whether we
have an interelt in it. Were our title to heaven more cleared,
we fliould need patience to be content to itay here any longer.
Again, our unwillingnefs to go hence declares, we love the
world too much, and Chrift too little. Love (as Arillotle faith)
Did we love Chrift as we fliould, we would dedefires union
fire to be united to him in glory, when we might taka our fill of
love.
Be humbled that we are fo unwilling to go hence let
us labour to arrive at that divine temper of ibul as Paul had,
Cupio di[Jblvi,
I deiire to depart and be with Chrift,' Phil. i.
23.
are compufied with a body of fin ; fliould not we long
are in Mefech, and the tents of
to fliake oft" this viper?
fliould
Kedar, in a pUice where we fee God dilhonoured
not we defire to have our pafs to be gone? we are in a valley
of tears, is it not better being in a kingdom ? Here we are
fliould not we defire to be called out
combating wilh Satan
of the bloody field, where the bullets of temptation fly lb fail,
that we may receive a vi6torious crown ? O ye taints, breathe
Though we fliould be willing to
after the heavenly kingdom.
Hay to do fervice, yet we fliould ambitioufly defire to be always
funning ourfelves in the light of God's countenance. Think
--

r

;
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will be to be ever with the Lord : are there any fweeter
fmiles or embraces than his ? Is there any bed fo foft as Chrift's

what

it

bolbm

to have the golden banner of
over
us
Is
there any fuch honour as to
?
Chrilt's love difplayed
lit upon the throne with Chrift? Rev. iii. 21.
then long
for the celeftial kingdom.
(5.
Wait for this kingdom of glory. It is not incongruous or
improper to long for heaven, yet wait for it long for it becaufe
it is a kingdom, yet wait your Father's good pleafure
God
could prefently beltow this kingdom, but he fees it good that
we Ihould wait a while.
1. Had we the kingdom of heaven prefently as foon as ever
grace isinfufed, then God would lofe much of his glory.
(1.)
Where would be our living by faith, which is the grace that
brings in the chief revenue of glory to God ? Rom. v. 20.
(2.)
Where would be our fuffering for God, which is a way of honouring him, which the angels in heaven are not capable of.
(3.) Where would be the active fervice we are to do for God ?
Would we have God give us a kingdom, and we do nothing
for him before we come there? Would we have reft before
This were difingenuous, Paul
, labour, a crown before vi6tory ?
was content to ftay out of heaven a while, that he might be a
means to bring others thither, Phil. i. 23.
(2.) While we wait for the kingdom, our grace is increafing.
Every duly, religioufly performed, adds a jewel to our crown.
Do we delire to have our robes of glory (hine brighter? Let us
wait and work ; the longer vie ftay for the principle, the greater
will the intereltbe.
The hufbaiidman waits till the feed fpring
up wait for the harveft of glory, Ibme have their waiting weeks
at court; this is your waiting time: Chrilt faith, * pray and
faiiu not,' Luke xviii. I.
So wait, and faint not. Be not
weary, the kingdom of heaven will make amends for your waiting
'I have waited for thy falvation,
Lord,' faid that dying patriarch. Gen. xlix. 18.
?

Is there

any fuch joy, as

O

;

;

i

:

O

;

Uje V. Comfort to the people of God.
{ I
In all their fufi'erings.
The true faint is, as Luther faith,
)
hceres crucis, heir to the crofs : afflidion is his diet-drink, but
here is that may be as bezoar-ftone to keep him from fainting,
.

thefe fufterings bring a

kingdom.

The hope

of the

kingdom of

heaven, faith Bahl, ihould indulcerate and fweeten all our trou* If
bles, 2 Tim. ii. 12.
we futfer, we fhall reign with him :*
it is but a fliort fight, but an eternal triumph
this light fuffering produceth * an eternal weight of glory,' 2 Cor. iv. 17,
*
weight of glor}'.' Things which are precious, the more
weighty, the more they are worth, the more weight is in a
crown of gold, the more it is worth. 'Tis a weight of glory.
2. ' An eternal weight of glory.'
Did this glory laft for a
:

A

;
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while, it would much abate and embitter the joys of heaven ;
but the glory of that kingdom runs parallel with eternity God
will be as a deep fea of bleffednefs, and the glorified faints fliall
for ever bathe themfelves in that ocean.
One day's wearing
the crown, will abundantly pay for all the faints* fufferings
how much more then, when ' they (hall reign lor ever and
ever?' Rev. xxii. 5.
let this fupport under all the calamities and fufferings in this life ; what a vaft dift'erence is there between a believer's futferings and his reward, Rom. viii, 18.
* The fufferings of this prefent time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which fliall be revealed in us.' For a few
tears, rivers of pleafure
for mourning, white robes.
Thid
made the primitive Chriftians laugh at imprifonments, and
fnatch up torments as fo many crowns: though now we drink
in a wormwood-cup, here is fugar in the bottom to fvi^eeten it,
* It is your Father's good pleafure to give you a kingdom.'
2. Comfort in death
here is that which may take away from
God's children the terror of death, they are now entering into
the kingdom.
Indeed no wonder, if wicked men be appalled
and terrified at the approach of death, they die unpardoned.
Death carries them to the gaol, where they mull lie for ever
without bail ©r mainprize but why lliould any of God's children be fo feared and half-dead with the thoughts of death?
what hurt doth death do to them, but lead them to a glorious
kingdom ? Faith gives a title to a kingdom, death a pofledion
let this be a gofpel-antidote to ex pel the fear of death. Hiiarion,
that bleifed man, cried out, Egredere, anima, egredere, quid
;

O

;

:

:"

';

times?

Go

forth,

my

foul,

go

forth,

what

thou? Let
not God's chil-

fearell

but let
fear death, who do not fear fin
dren be over-much troubled at the grim face of that meifenger,
which brings them to the end of their forrow, and the beginning
Death is yourB, 1 Cor. iii. 92. it is a part of the
of their joy.
inventory.
believer's
Is a prince afraid to crofs a narrow tea,
who (hall be crowned when he comes to fhore ? Death to the
faints Ihall be an ulher to bring them into the prefeuce of the
King of glory this puts lilies and roles into the ghaltly face of
Death brings us to a crown
death, and makes it look amiable.
of glory which fades not away the day of death is better to a
death is additus ad gloriam,
believer than the day of his birth
into
a
eternity.
Fear not death, but rather
bleii'ed
an entrance
let your hearts revive when you think thefe rattling wheels of
death's chariot are but to carry you home to an everlailing king-

them

;

:

:

;

dom*

