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where thou

{halt

have as much contentment as thy foul can

poffibly third after.

lilllSOJMIli
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James

iii.

And

6.

The

apoftle

the tongue isajire, a world of iniquity.

James,

defcribes the evil
a fire, a world of iniquity.'
1. * It is a fire.'
It burns with intemperate heat ; it caufeth
the heat of contention ; it fets others in a flame.
2. *
world of iniquity.'
It was at firil made to be an
organ of God's praife, but it is become an infl;rument of unrighteoufnefs.
All the member.s of the body are finful, as there is
bitternefs in every branch of wormwood, but the tongue is exceflively finfuf ' full of deadly poilon,' verfe 8.
Doctrine. The tongue, though it be a httle member, yet it
hath a world of fin in it
the tongue is an unruly evil.
1 fliall
fliew you fome of the evils of the tongue.

of the tongue,

'

The tongue

in this fcripture,
is

A

:

The evd tongue

(travel a little over this world) is the filent
wholly mute in matters of religion
it never fpeaks
of God or of heaven, as if it cleaveth to the roof of the mouth.
IVIen are fluent and difcurfive enough in other things, but in
matters of religion their lips are fealed up.
If we come in to
fbofne peoples' company, we do not know what religion they are
of, whether Jews or Mahometans, for they never fpeak of
1

tonoue

;

it is

;

they are like the man in the
dumb devil, Mark ix. 17.
The evil tongue is the earthly

Chrifl

;

gofpel,

who was

pofl'efTed

with a

2.
tongue: men talk of nothing but the world, as if ail their hopes were here, and they
looked for any earthly eternity ; thef'e have earthly minds, John
*
iii. 6{.
He that is of the earth, fpeaketh of the earth.*
3. The evil tongue is the hafty or angry tongue; they have
no conmi^nd of paffions, but are carried away with them, as a
chariot with wild horfe-s.
I know there is an holy anger, when
we are angry with fin Chrift had this anger when they made
the temple a place of merchandize, John ii. 13.
That anger
is without fin, which is againft fin
evil tongue,
an
is
but that
which is prefently blown up into exorbitant paffion ; this
* tongue is feton fire
from hell.'
wrathful fpirit is unfuitable
to the gofpel
it is a gofpel of peace, and its author is the Prince
of Peace, and it is lealed by the Spirit, who came in the form
of a dove, a meek peaceable creature.
Thou who art given
:

:

A

;

much

to paflion,

whofe tongue

is

often fet on fire, take

heed
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thou doft not one day in hell defire a drop of water to cool thy
tongue.
4. The evil tongue is the vain tongue, that vents itfelf in idle
words: Plal. x. 7. * Under his tongue is vanity:' A vain
tongue (hews a light heart a good man's words are weighty
and prudent; his lips are as a tree of life to feed many; his
fpeech is edifying, Prov. x. 20. * The tongue of the juftisas
choice filver.' But, Prov. xv. 1. • The mouth of fools pours out
foolininels :' How many idle away the day of grace in frivolous
dilcourCes.? A. wife man's words are like gold, weighty, and
but the words of many are
will (ink into the hearts of others
feathery;
and
light and
will make no impreflion, Mat. xii. 313,
*
Every idle word that men (hail fpeak, they ihall give an account thereof in the day of judgment.'
5. The evil tongue is the cenlbrious tongue.
James iv. 12.
* Who art thou that judgell another?' Some make it a part of
their religion to judge and cenfure others ; they do not imitate
fuch an one is an hypotheir graces, but cenfure their failings
crite
this comes from pride. Were men's hearts more humble,
their tongues would be more charitable.
The cenl'urer fits in
the chair of pride, and palfeth ientence upon another, and doth
reprobate him
this is to ufurp God's prerogative, and take his
work out of his hands; it is God's work to judge, not oin's.
He who I'pends his time in cenluring others, fpeuds but little
time in examining himfelf he doth not fee his own fiiults.
There is not a greater fign of hypocrify, than to be over hally
in judging and cenluring perlbns.
a. The evil tongue is the flanderous tongue, Pfal. 1. 20.
* Thou fittelt and (landerell thy own mother's fon.' Slandering
is when we fpeak to the prejudice of another, and fpeak that
which is not true. Worth and eminericy are commonly blalled
by flander holinefs itfelf is no fhield from flander * John
Baptilt came neither eating nor drinking, yet they fay he hath
a devil,' Mat. xi. * Come and let us fmite him with the tongue.*
flanderer wounds another's fame, and no phylician can heal
thele wounds.
The fvvord doth not make (b deep a wound as
The Greek word for flinderer, fignilies Devil,
the tongue.'
1 Tun. ill. ll. Some think it is no great matter to belie and
defame another
but know this is to a6l the part of a devil.
The flanderer's tongue is a two edged fword, it wounds two at
while the flinderer wounds another in his name, he
once
This is contrary to icripwounds himfelf m his coufcience.
*
ture, James iv. 11.
Speak not evil one of another.' God
takes this ill at our hands, to fpeak evil of others, efpecially
fuch as are eminently holy, and help to bear up the honour of
'
VV"ere ye not afraid to fpeak againfl
religion. Numb. xii. 8.
my lervaat Moles r What, my lervant, who hath wrought lb
:

;

;

;

:

;

:

;

A

'

;

;
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many

miracles,

whom

I

have fpoken with

in the

mount

face t©

So will God fay.
Take heed of this, it is a fin our nature is very prone to ; and
remember, it is no leCs fin to rob another of his good name, than
lo fteal hJB goods or wares out of his (hop.
7. The evil tongue is the unclean tongue, that vents itfelf in
filthy and fcurrilous words.
Ephef. iv. 29. * Let no corrupt
communications proceed out of your mouth.* A fignof a great
dirtemper, that the fever is high, when the tongue is black
a
fign men's hearts are Very evil when fuch black words com6
from them.
8. The evil tongue is the lying tongue. Col. iii. 9. * Lie not
one to another.' * The Cretians were noted for liars.' Tit. i.
It becomes not Chriftians
12. * The Cretians are always liars.'
face,

were not ye

afraid to fpeak againft

him

?

:

to God than a lie ;
that doth no go alone,
Abfalom told his father a lie, that he was
it ushers in other fins.
going to pay his vow at Hebron, 2 Sam. xv. 7. and this lie
was a preface to his treafon. Lying is fuch a fin, as takes away

to be Cretians.

it

fhews much

Nothing

irreligion

:

is

more contrary

lying

is

a

fin

fociety and converle with men
how can you have converfe
with him, that you cannot truft a word he faith ? It is a fin fd
fordid, that when the liar is convidled, he is afhamed.
God's
children have this character, they are * children that will not life,'
Ifa. Ixiii. 8. the new nature in them will not futfer them.
The
liar is a near a-kin to the devil, and the devil will fhortly claim
kindred with him, John viii. 44. * The devil is a liar, and the
father of it.'
He leduced our firft parents by a lie. Gen. iii. 4.
How doth this fin incenfe God ? He ftruck Ananias dead for
telling a lie, A6ts v. 5. the furnace of hell is heated to thrown
liars into. Rev. xxii. 13. * Without are dogs and forcerers, and
wholbever loveth and telleth a lie.*
9. The evil tongue is the flattering tongue, that will fpeak
*
fair to one's face, but will defame, Prov. xxvi. 25.
He that
hateth, diflembleth with his lips.'
When he fpeaketh fair, believe him not ; dilfembled love is worfe than hatred.
Some can
all

:

commend and

reproach,

flatter

and hate

:

[honey

in their'

mouths, but a

wounds

lling of malice in their hearts :3 better are the
of a friend, than the kifl'es of fuch an enemy.
Hierom

"the Arian fa6tion pretended friendfliip ; they (faith
he) kiffed my hands, but flandered me and fought my ruin.'*
Many have diflembling tongues, they can fay, yourfervant, and
*
lay fuares, Prov. xxix. 5.
man that tlattereth his neighhour, fpreadeth fnares for his feet.'
You oft think you have a
friend in your bolbm, but he proves a viper.
To diifemblelove
is no better than to lie
for there is a pretence of that love which
is not.
Many are like Joab, 2 Sam. xx. 9. * And Joab faid
to Amafa, art thou in health, my brother
And he took him

faith,

A

:

.^
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by the beard to kifs him, and ho fmote him on the fifth rib that
he died.* For my part, I muil queftion his truth towards God,
God will bring luch an
that will flatter and lie to his frjend.
*
one to (hame at lad, Prov. xxvi. 2(j.
Whole hatred is covered
deceit,
be
(hewed
before the whole conhis
wickedneis
Oiall
by
gregation.'
10. The evil tongue

is the tongue
given to boafting, James
tongue
is
iii. 5.
a little member, and boaftelh great
The
There is an holy boufting, PC. xliv. 8. ' In God we
things.*
boa tl all the day,' when we triumph in his power and mercy :
but it is a finful boading, when men dif'play their trophies, boaft
of their own worth and eminency, that others may admire and
cry them up
a man's lelf is his idol, and he loves to have this
idol worshipped, Acts v. 3(5. * There arofe up Theudas, boall2. Sinful boafting is when men
ing himfelf to be fomebody,*
•
Why boaileft thou thyfelf inmif.
boaft of their fins, Pf. Iii. 1.
chief, O mighty man ?* Some boatt how mighty they have
been
how many they have made drunk how many they have
deflowered
as if a beggar ihould boaft of his fores
or a thief
boaft of being burnt in the hand
fuch as boaft of tlieir finful
exploits, will have little caufe to rejoice or hang up their trophies when they come to hell.
11. 'J'he evil tongue is the fweariug tongue, Matth. v. 34.
* Swear not at all.'
The icripture allows an oath for the ending
of a coHtroverfy, and to clear the truth, Heb. vi. 16. But in ordinary difcourle to ufe an oath, and fotake God's name in vain^
Swearing may be called the * unfruitful works of darkis (iniul.
nefs,' there is neither pleafure nor profit iu it
It is like an hook
the fifh comes to without a bait, Jer. xxiii. 10. * Becaufe of
fwearing the land mourns.'
Some think it the grace of their
fpeech ; but if God will reckon with men for idle words, what
will he do for finful oaths ?
is only a petty oath, they fwear by their faith ?
Obj. But
Anf, Sure they which have lb much faith in their mouth, have
none in their heart. But it is my cultom. Is this an excufe,
or an aggravation of the fin } If a malefa<5lor fliould be arraigned
for robbing, and he (hould fay to the judge, fpare me, it is my
cuftom to rob on the high-way
the judge would fay, thou
Ihalt the rather die.
For every oath thou fweareft, God puts a
drop of wrath into his vial.
Obj. But, may fome think, w/mi though noiv and then Ifwear
an oath .^ IVoixis are but icind,
Anf. But they are fuch a wind as will blow thee into hell,
without repentance.
12. The railing tongue is an evil tongue
this is a plaguefore breaking out at the tongue
when we give opprobrioui
language.
When the difpute was belweep the archangel au4
*

:

:

;

;

;

;

:

it,

;

:

;
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the devil about the body of Mofes, Jude ver. 0. * The archangel duril not bring a raihng accufation againft him, but faid,
the Lord rebuke thee.'
The archangel durll not rail againft
the devil.
Railing oft ends in reviling, and fo men bring themfelves into a premunire, and are in danger of hell-fire, Matth.
V. 22.
13. The reducing tongue is an evil tongue. The tongue that

by

decoys

fine rhetoric

fair

men

into error,

Rom.

'By

xvi. 18.

A

fpeeches they deceive the heart of Uie fimple.*

fair

tongue can put oft' bad wares error is bad ware, which a reducing tongue can put off.
The deceit lies in this a fmooth
tongue can make error look fo like truth, that you can hardly
know them afunder: as thus, in juftification, Chriil bears infinite love to juftified perfons
this is a glorious truth, but un;

:

;

der this notion, the Antinomian preffeth libertinifm

may

take

more

liberty

Thus, by crying up
here

to fin,

and God

fees

no

;

believers-

fin in

them.

juftification, they deftroy fanftification,

the feducing tongue and error is as dangerous as vice :
one may die by poifon as well as by a piftol.
14^ The evil tongue is the cruel tongue, that fpeaks to the
"wounding the hearts of others. The tongue is made almoft in
the faftiion of a I'word
and the tongue is (harp as a fword, Pf.
Ivii. 4. • Their tongue is a fharp fword.'
Kind, loving words
ihould be fpoken to fuch as are of a heavy heart. Job vi. 14.
• To him that is aftlidted, pity (hall be fliewi .'
Healing words
are fitteft for a broken heart
but that is a crueJ, unmerciful
tongue, which fpeaks fuch words to the aftli6led, as to cut theni
to the heart. Pi". Ixix. 26. * They talk to the grief of thole
whom thou haft wounded.' Hannah was a woman of a troubled fpirii, 1 Sam. i. 10. * She was in bitternefs of foul, and
"wept fore.'
And now Ell, ver. 14. ' Said unto her, how long
wilt thou be drunken.^ Put away thy wine from thee.'
This
word was like pouring vinegar into the wound. When Job
was afflidled with God's hand, his friends inilead of comforting
him, tell him he was an hypocrite. Job xi. 2. Thete were
inftead of giving him
cutting words, which went to his heart
cordials in his fainting, they ufe corrofives.
This is to lay more
weight upon a dying man.
15. The evil tongue is the murmuring tongue, Jude 16.
• Thele are murmurers.'
Murmuring is difcontent breaking out
at the lips; men quarrel with God and tax his providence, as
Why (hou!d any murmur
if he had not dealt well with them.
or be difcontented at their condition ? Doih God owe them any
thing r Or, can they deferve any thing at his hands ? Oh, how
is

:

;

;

:

imcomely

is it

murmur

to

at providence

to be wroth with God, Gen.

from unbelief.

When men

iii.

6.

diitruft

}

It is fitteft for a

Cain

(1) Murmuring proceeds
God's promife, then they

DIVERS DISCOURSES*

505

* They believed
providence, Pf. cvi. 24, 25.
When
grows
low, rhea
faith
not his vjTord, but murmured.'
padion grows high.
Cs.) Murmuring proceed& from pride.
Men think they have deferved better; and, becaufe they are
croffed, therefore they utter dilcontenred exprellions ;igaitift
God. He who is humble bears any thing from God ; he knows
his punifliment is lefs than his fin, therefore faiih, ' I will bear
But pride raifesdifthe indignation of the Lord,* Mic. vii. 9.
murniurings.
Murmuring
is a fin
content; and hence comes
*
How long fliall I bear
that God cannot bear, Numb. xiv. 27
with this people that murnuir againil me.''' The murmurerdifcovers much ingratitude ; a murmuring tongue is always an
unthankful tongue: he confiders not how much he is a debtor
to free grace, and whatever he hath is more than God owe^ him :
he confiders not that his mercies outweigh his afflictions ; there
is more honey than wormwood in his cup: he confiders not
what God hath done for him, more than luchas are better than
he he hath the fineft; of wheat when others feed, as Daniel, on
pulfe.
The marmurer, i fay, doih not confider this but becaufe he is croifed infome fmall matter, he repines againll God.
Oh ingratitude! Ifrael, though they had manna from heaven to
fatisfy their hunger, angels food
yet murmured for want of
quails
(hould
fupply their want, but
not content that God
muft; fatisfy their lull too.
Oh unthankful [frael's murmuring cofl; many of them their lives, I Cor. x. 10. ' Neither murmur ye, as fome of them did, and were deitroyed of the deftroyer.
Their fpeeches were venomous, and God puuilhed

murmuf

at his

:

:

;

;

!

'

them with venomous

The

ferpents.

The fcofFer fits
the fcoffing tongue.
I'urely the devil
and derides religion
hath taken great pofleflion of men, when they have arrived at
fuch a degree of fin as to feoff at holinefs.
It was foretold as a
*
fin of the lall times, 2 Pet. iii. 3.
There Oiall come in thel^Pt
days fcofters.* Some fcotfat the authority of fcripture, the deity
of Chriil, the immortality of the foul
this is the worit fort of
tongues.
When men have laid afide the veil of modelty, and
their confcience are feared, then they tall aCcotiing at religion ;
and when once they are come to this, their cale is defjierate;
no reproofs will reclaim them
tell them of their fin, and they
will hate you the more, Prov. ix. 8. ' Reprove not a icorner,
16.

evil

tongue

is

in the chair of Icorners,

:

:

:

lell

Such a man

he hate thee.'

is

on the

threfliold

of

damna-

tion.

The

the tongue given to curfing, Pf. x. 7.
;'
a vvilhin^ fome great evil to befal another: curfing is the Icum that boils otf from a wicked
heart.
ThoMgh it is true, the curfe caufelefs fliall not come ;
(it is not in man's power to make another curfed), yet to wiHi
17.

*

evil

His mouth

Vol.

II

is

tongue

full

is

of curfing

.No. 23.

33
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If to hate our brother be murder,
then, to cuife him, which is the higheft degree
To ufe an execration or
of hatred, niuft needs be murder.
curfe, is for a man to do what in him lies to damn another.
Some wiQi a curfe upon thenifelves fo the Jews, ' his blood

a curfe,
1

John

a fearful fin.

is

iii.

15.

:

&c. And fo do your God damnes, as if damnation
did not come fad enough, Pf. cix. 7. ' As he loved curfing, fo
let it come to him.'
18. The evil tongue is theunjuft tongue that will for a piece
The lawyer hath
of money open its mouth in a bad cauf'e.
linguam venofem, a tongue that will be fold for money, Pfalni
How long will you judge unjuftly ?' Some will
Ixxxii. 2.
though it appears the
plead any caufe, though ever fo bad
bribed,
there
is perjury
witneffes
in the
deeds are forged, the
caufe
yet they will plead it. When a man pleads a bad caufe,

be upon

us,'

;

*

:

;

the devil's attorney : as God hates falfe weights, fo afalfe
Better be born dumb, than open one's mouth in a bad
caufe.
caufe.
Oh, what times are we in! Many pervert juftice, and,
thefe
for enriching themfelves, overthrow a righteous caufe

he

is

;

are worfe than they that rob ; for they fleece mens' eftates under colour of law, and ruin them under a pretence of doing
juftice.

See what a blow we have fuftained by
the fall; it hath put out of frame the whole courfe of nature.
Original fin hath ditfuled itfelf as a poifon into all the members
it hath made the eye unchafl:e, the hands full of
of the body
bribes
amongft the reft, it hath defiled the tongue; * it is a
world of iniquity.' That which was made to be the organ of
God's praife, is become a weapon of unrighteoufnel's.
Branch 2. If there be fo much evil in the tongue, what is
the heart ? If the ftream be fo full of water, how full of water
is the fountain ? If there be a world ol'iniquity in the tongue,
how many worlds of fin are there in the heart? Pfal. v. 9.
* Their inward part is very wickednefs.'
If the tongue, which
partis very wickinward
the
wicked,
is the outward part, be fo
'
The heart is deep:' it is fuch a deep as
ednefs, Plal. Ixiv. (5.
deep pride, hypocrify, atheifm.
cainiot be fathomed
The heart is like the fea, where is the leviathan, and creeping
If the ficin hath boils of leprofy in
things innumerable, Pf. civ.
it, how much corruption is in the l)lood ? If the tongue be fo
bad, how diabolical is the heart ? It is the heart fets the tongue
'
Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth fpeakat work
There are the feeds of all atheifm and blafphemy. Mat.
eth.'
XV. t). • Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulIf a branch of wormwood be fo
thefe defile a man,'
teries

Ufe

Branch

1.

1.

:

;

;

:

;

bitter, then

nefs

grows

bitter is the root ? Oh, what a root of bitterman's
heart! Some fay they have good hearts ;
a

how

in

507
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the tongue be fo bad, what is the heart ? If I fee fmoke
come out of the top of a chimney, what a fire burns witliin ?
'
wicked man walketh with a fro ward
Prov. vi. 13, 14.
mouth frowardnefs is in his heart,' Solomon (hews the reatbn

but

if

A

;

the mouth is fo froward, ' Frowardnefs is in his heart.*
heart is a (lore-houfe of wickednefs, therefore called the
evil treafure of the heart,' Matth. xii. 25. On<,nnal righteoufand now
nefs was a good treafure, but we were robbed of that
The word trcalure denotes
there is an evil treafure of fin.
to (liew the fulnefs and abundance of fin that is in the
plenty

why
The

;

;

heart is a leffer hell, which is a matter ofdeep humiliation, the heart is, like the Egyptian temples, full of fpiders
and terpen ts.
Ufe 2. Of reproof. It reproves fuch as abufe their tongues
in all manner of evil fpeaking, lying, flandering, ralh anger.
The heart is a veii'el full of fin, and the t»ngue lets it abroach.
how faft; do mens' tongues gallop in fin they fay, they give

The

heart.

O

!

the devil take polfelliou of their
tongues, Pr. xii. 4. * Our lips are our own, who is the Lord
hath any thing to do with our words ?
over us ?
is our Lord? There is no engine the
ihall controul us.?

God

hearts, but

their

let

Who

Who

Who

what errors, contentions, impieties have been propagated this way, to the dilhoDavid calls his tongue his glory, Pl'al.
nour of the High God

makes more

devil

ufe of than the tongue

:

:

8.

Ivii.

Awake my

*

glory.*

Why

he

did

call his

tongue his

glory, but hecaufe by it he did let forth God's glory in praifing
him ? But a wicked man's tongue is not his glory, but his (hame ;
with his tongue he wounds the glory of God ; * it is fet on fire

from

hell.*

It confutes the Catharifts
I.
If the
in this life.
perfection
for
plead
and Perfeailis, that
tongue hath lb many evils in it, how are they perfe6t ? Prov.
can lay, I have made my heart clean, lam pure
XX. 9. *
?'
He makes a challenge to all the world. But the
from fin
Perfedift faith, he is pure from fin: like Ifidore the monk,
No7i haheo Domine, quod nihi ignofcos ; I have nothing. Lord,
If pure and period, then they put Chrift
for thee to pardon.
nothing to do for them as an advocate,
hath
out of office, he
but, Eccl. vii. 20.
they have no need of his intercelfion

Ufe 3. Confutation. Branch

Who

:

notajull man upon earth, that doth good, and fin;'
how proud and Ibperciiious are they who hold they
nelh not
are perfect, when the holiell men' alive, at Come time or other,
offend in their tongues? There is no perfection on this fide the
*

There

is

grave.

Arminians, thofe patrons of freethey have power to their own iaivation ;
they fay,
will
the tongue
Theapollle tailh,
they can change their hearts."

Branch
:

2.

It confutes the

"

'

3 S 2

DIVERS DISCOUREEg.

508

can no man tame/ James iii. 8,
If they cannot bridle their
tongue, how can they conquer their will ? If they cannot mafter
thi> little II ember, toogue, how can they change their nature?
Take heed to your tongue; have a care
Uie 4. Caution.
that ye offend not with your tongue, Plal. xxxiv. 14. ' Keep
thy tongue from evjl,' Plal. xxxix. 1. ' I fa'id, I will take heed
to my w sys, that I offend not with my tongue.'
An hard lefPambus laid he was above twenty years learning that
fon
fcripture, not to olFend with his tongue.
The tongue is an unGod hath let a double hedge before the tongue,
Tuly member
the teeth and lips, to keep it within its bounds, that it do not
look to your tongue. When a city is befieged,
fpeak vainly.
the
he that keeps
gates of the city, keeps the whole city fafe ;
fo, if you keep the gates or doors of your mouth, you keep your
!

;

O

whole

foul.

Rules for the well ordering and regulating your words, or the
governing of your tongue, that you do not dipionour God th^rei
with.

Rule. If von would have better tongues, labour for better
It is the heart hath influence upon the tongue.
If the
heart be vain and earthly, the tongue will be lb
if the heart be
holy, the tongue will be fo.
Look to thy heart ; get a better
heart, and a better tongue.
Qu. How fhall I get my heart bettered ?
Anf. Get a principal of grace infufed.
Grace is like the fait
caft mtothe fpring : grace changeth the heart, and fan6lifies all
the members ot the body
it fandifies the eyes and makes them
chaite; it fanctilies the tongije, and makes it meek and calm.
When the Holy Ghoft came upon the apoftles, * they began
to fpeak with other tongues,' Acts ii 4.
When God's Spirit
comes on a man with a lanctifying work, he {"peaks with another
tongue; the fpeecb is heavenly. Grace makes the heart ferious, and that cures the levity of the tongue; when the heart
is ferious, the words are favoury.
''2d Rule
If you would not fin in your tongue, call to mind
how you have formerly offended in your tongue, and that will
make you more watchful for the future. Have not you fpoken
woids that have Ikvoured of di(i:;ontent and envy Have rot you
hern guilty ol'cenfuring and flandering } Have not you been diGguiJierl with pafTion } Hath not your tongue out-run your difcretion
Have not you fpoken words that you have been forry for
afterward^, and have caufed either fiiame or tears }
oblerve
former failings, how you have finned in your tongue, and that
will be a good help for the future.
David certainly made a
critical obfervatiun upon Ibme of his words wherein he had offended
wordh of pride, Pf. xxx. fti. * In my profperify I faid,
I fhall never be moved.*
And, Pfal. cxvi. 14. * I faid in my
lit

hearts.

:

;

.I*

.''

O

:
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hade, all men are liars ;' even Samuel, and all the prophets,
who promirod me the kingdom, they are all liars and I fhall
David having obferved how
die before I can come to enjoy it.
he had otfended in his tongue, he is more careful of his words,
and made a Itricl vow with himfelf, that he would look better
I laid, 1 would take heed to my ways,
to them, ?['. xxxix. 1.
;

—

'

my

Look to the former flips of
tongue.'
words provoked God,
by
your
your tongue,
and that will be a good means to make you more cautious for
marnier that hath twice touched upon a rock,
the future.
that

I

oflend not with

and how you have

A

and been

like to be call

away,

will

be more careful

how he comes

there again.
mofi fin is committed for
Sd Rule. Watch your tongue
x\s the tongue hath a double fence let
n-ant of watch fulnefs.
have
a double watch. The tongue, when
it
had
need
about it, lb
watch it, left it
it is let loole, will be ready to Tpeak loofely ;
run beyond its bounds in frothy and (inful dilcourfe, Prov. xxx.
thou halt thought evil", lay thy hand upon thy moulh :'
32. *
that is (fay fome) lay thy hand upon thy mouth, in token of re:

U

if thou haft thought
pentance. But it may bear another lenfe
evil, if angry malici<ius thoughts come into thy mmd, lay thy
hand upon thy mouth to flop thy lips, that thy thoughts come
:

not into words.
4tli Rule. If you would not offend in your tongue, ponder
your words well before you fpeak, Eccl. v. 1. * Be not rafli
with thy month.' Some I'peak vainly becaufe inconllderatcly ;
they do not weigh their words before thoy fpeak iliein. A talkative man doth not mind his words, but gives his tongue liberty
he may fpeak not only utiadvifedly, but unholi'y, and
;

give juft otl'ence,
5tli Rule.
If you would not offend in your tongue, pray to
Lord,
God to guard your tongue, Pf. cxli. 3. * Set a watch,
Set not about this work in your own
before my month.'
the tongue can no man tame,
God's
help
but
implore
ftrength,
therefore go to him by
Jauies iii. 8. but God can tame it
prayer
pray, * Lord, fet a watch before the door of my lips;*
keep me, that I may fpeak nothing to grieve thy Spirit, or that

O

;

;

:

may

tend to thy dilhonour.
6th Rule It you would be kept from evil fpcaking, inure your
If you would not have the calk
tongues to good fpeaking.
good
into it ; fo, if you would not
put
liquor
bad
fcent,
have a
liave \ our tongue run out linfully , let it be ufed to good dilcourfe ;
fpeak otien one to another of Cinift, and the things pertaining
the fpoufe's lips dropped as an honeyto the kingdom of God
'

;

comb,' Cant.

iv.

II.

MOTIVES.
Uje.

To

beware of tongue-hns.
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Id Motive.

you have no care of your tongues, all youl*
religion is
James i. 26.
If any man among you feem to
be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, this man's religion is
vain.'
Many a one will hear the word, and make a profeflion
of religion, but cares not what liberty he takes in his tongue,
to reproach and vilify others. This man's religion is vain
that
is, I. He hath no religion, his religion is but a (hew or preIf

vain,

•

;

tence. 2. It is vain, becaufe it is ineffectual
force upon him as religion ought.

;

it

hath not that

2d Motive. The tongue diicovers much of the heart, fuch as
the tongue is, fuch commonly the heart is.
iafcivious tongue
fliews a liiflfLil heart; an earthly tongue a covetous heart
A
murmuring tongue a dilcontented heart. The tongue is oft a

A

;

commentary upon

the heart.

3d Motive. To allow ourfelves in the abufe of the tongue^
cannot Hand with grace.
I know a good man may fometimes
fpeak unadvifedly with his lips
he may fly out in words, be in
a paffion but he doth not allow himfelf in it
when his paflion
*
is over he weeps, Rom. vii.
f5.
What I do I allow not :'
;

;

but, for a

man

to allow

himfelf in fin, cenfuring, llandering,
dropping words like coals of lire ; fure it is not confiilent with
grace,
4th Motive.
The fins of the tongue are very defiling, James
'
iii.
6.
The tongue defileth.' Defiling to one's fe If, and
chiefly defiling to others.
The tongue conveys poifon into the
ear of another; fometimes by falfe fuggeftions, raifing prejudices in the mind of another againfi. fuch a perfon ; fometimes
by paffionate fpeeches the fpirit of another is provoked.
5th Motive.
The fins of the tongue are provoking to God,
and prejudicial to us. 1. Provoking to God, PCal. cvi, 33.
Mofes i'pake unadvifedly with his lips ; what was this unadvifed
fpeech
Numb. x. 11. ' Hear now ye rebels; muft we fetch
you water out of this rock?' Though he were a favourite, and
God had fpoken with him face to face, yet God gives him a
check for it it turned his ("mile into a frown. 2. Prejudicial to
us
Molies' rafb fpeech fliut him out of Canaan; it may fhut
us out of heaven, of which that was but a type.
Origen notes
he had finned moft in his tongue ; and God punifhed him moll
in his tongue.
6th Motive.
He who offends not in his tongue, is a perfe6t:
man an high expreflion * if any man offend not in word, the
fame is a perfe6t man,' that is, attains to a very high degree, in
the highelt form of Chrilt's fchool.
prudent man, or an upright man
or comparatively, in comparifon of others, fuch as
have not gotten the conquelt over their paffions, he is far above
them, and, in comparifon of them, he is a perfed man ; fuch an
.''

;

;

:

;

A

;
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one was holy

CrarinrK^r,

that could not he provoked hy the

'

ill

earriage of others, but requited injuries with iiindnels.
You mull give an account to God, as well of
7th Motice.
your fpeeches, as your actions. Mat. xii. 36. * Every idle word
that men fliall Ipeak, they (hall give an account thereof in the
day of judgment :' words of no account, will have an heavy ac-

reckon with men for every idle, angry
then, what will he do for fmful oaths? ' O that my
word
words were written,' Job ix. 23. Truly, if many peoples' words
were written, they would be afha\ned of them. And, let me
tell you, your words are written, Rev. xx. ' The books were
opened.* In the book of God's remembrance all your words
are written
you had need then be careful you otFend not with
your tongues; God writes down all you fpeak, and you mult
When Latimer heard the pen going
give an account to him.
behind the hangings, he was careful in his anfwers and, let me
tell you, as your words are, I'uch will your fentence be ; whea
the books are opened, God vvill proceed with you in judicature,
according to your words.
By your words you fiiall be faved or
condemned. Mat. xii. 37. * By thy words thou ilialt be juftified, and by thy words thou flialt be condemned.'

And,

count.

if

Godwin

;

:

:

Gfi.L.

vi.

And

us not he weary in well-doing
feafon we Jhall reap, if we faint not.

9.

let

;

for

in

due

In the verfes before the text, the apollle had laid down
a propofition, ' What a man foweth that thall he reap,' ver. 7.
He that fowsin (in, (hall reap in forrow ; he thatfows the leeds
of grace fliall reap glory
In the
there is the propoliiion.
text, the apoftle makes the application, ' Let us not be weary
in w<dl-dou)g.* We that have (own the good feed of repentance,
and un holy life, ' Let us not be weary; for in due realbu we
:

(hall reap, if

A

we

faint not.'

Let us not be weary ;*
2. "^rhe arii^umen:
we (hall reap in due feafon.'
* Let us not be weary.'
Firji, A Dehortation
Where there
(J
Something
implied;
that
we
to
be weary in
is,
are apt
weil-doinir.
that we ought not to
(2.) Something exprelfed
be weary in well-doing.
The fhing implied, that we are apt to be weary in wellI.
This wearinefs is not from the regenerate part, but the
doing.
as Peter's finkin^in the water, was not from the faith
flelhiv
in him, but the fear ; tliis weanuels in a Chrillian courfeis occafioned from four things
1.

Dehortarion

;

;

*

*

;

)

:

:

;

(I.)

From

the revilings of the world, Pf.

li.

5.

*

My

ene-

~

