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let the lamp of your proScatter your golden feeds
Be merciful in giving
with the oil of charity.
'
and forgiving.
Be ye merciful as your heavenly Father is

others.

;

fefTion be filled

merciful.'

OF THE TRUTH OF GOD.

A

The next attribute is God's truth Deut. xxxii. 4. *
of truth, and without iniquity juil and right is he,' Pfal.
Ivii. 10. ' For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy
truth unto the clouds.'
God of truth, PCal. Ixxxvi. 15.
* Plenteous in truth.'
God is the truth. He is true, I. In a
true in his being
he hath a real fubfillence, and
phyfical fenCe
gives a being to others.
2. He is true in a moral fenfe; he is
\xwe fine errore , without errors
etfinefallacia, without deceit.
God is Primaveritas, the pattern and prototype of truth. There
;

God

;

A

:

;

;

I fhall
nothing true but what is in God, or comes from God.
fpeak of God's truth, as it is taken from his veracity in
making good his promiles, 1 Kings viii. 56. * There hath not
failed one word of all his good promife :' the promife is God's
bond, God's truth is the feal let to his bond. This is the thing
to be explicated and difculfed, God's truth in fulfilling his pro-

is

now

mi Its.
There

are

to be obferved in the promifes of God
The power of God, whereby he is able to
God hath proniifed tofubdue our corruption,

two things

to comfort us

:

1.

fulfil

the promife.

Mic,

vii. 19.

He will
my corruption is

O

faith a benever get the
maftery of it: Thus Abraham looked at God's power, Rom.
iv. 21. ' Being fully perfuaded that what God had nromifed he
was able to perform.' He believed, that that God, who could
make a world, could make dry breafts give fuck. This is faith's
fupport, there is nothinij too hard for God. He that could bring
water out of a rock, is able to bring to pais his promifes.
2. The truth of God in the promifes
God's truth is the feal
fet to the promife, Tit. i. 2. * In hope of eternal life, which
God that cannot lie hath promifed.' Eternal life, there is the
fweetnefs of the promife
God which cannot lie, there is the
certainty of it.
Mercy makes the promife, truth fulfils it.
God's providences are uncertain, but his promifes are the ' fure
mercies of David,* A6ls xiii. 24. ' God is not a man that he

liever,

'

fubdue our

iniquities.'

!

fo flrong, that fure I fliall

:

:

fliould repent,' I Sam. xv. 2f>.
The word of a prince cannot
always be taken, but God's promife is inviolable.
God's truth
is one of the richeil jewels of his crown, and he hath pawned
this jewel in a promife, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5,
Allho' my houfe be
'

O

2
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not fo with God, yet he hath made with me an everlafting cove[Although n^y houfe he
nant, ordered in all things, and fure.'
not Jo'] that is, though 1 fail much of that exa6t purity the Lord
requires, yet he hath made with mean everlafting covenant, that
he will pardon, adopt, and glorify me; and this covenant is
ordered in all things andywre; ' The elements fhall melt with
fervent heat ;' but this covenant abides firm and inviolable, being
nay, God hath added to his word,
fealed with the truth of God
his oath, Heb. vi. 17- wherein God pawns his being, life, rigliIf, as oft as we break our
teoufnefs to make good the promife.
vows with God, he fhould break promile with us, it would be
very fad
but his truth is engaged in his promile, therefore it
is like the law of the Medes and Perfians, which cannot be al"
tered.
are not (faith Chryfollom) to believe our fenfes
:

;

We

Our fenfes
are to believe the promiles, &c."
but the promife cannot, being built upon the truth
of God; God will not deceive the faith of his people, nay, he
cannot;
God, who cannot lie, hath promiled :' hecanas well
God isfaid to be abundant
part with his Deity, as his verity.
What is that? vk. If God hath
in truth,' Exod. xxxiv. 0.
made a promife of mercy to his people, he will be fo far from
coming Ihort of his word, that he will be better than his word ;
God often doth more than he hath laid, never lefs. He is
fo

much,

may

as

we

fail us,

'

'

abundant

in truth.

The Lord may fometimes delay a promife, but he will
not deny he may delay a promife God's promife may lie a
1.

:

:

at lad it will fpring up
promifed to deliver Ifrael from the iron furnace, but this promife was above four hundred years in travail
before it brought forth.
Simeon had a promife that he fhould
Luke
not depart hence,
till he had feen the Lord's Chrifl.*
ii. 20. but it was a long time firft, but a little before his death,
that he did fee Chrift.
But though God delay the promife, he
will not deny.
Having given his bond, in due time the money
will be paid in.
2. God may change his promife, but he will not break his
promile.
Sometimes God doth change a temporal promife into
a fpiritual, Pfal. Ixxxv. 12. * "^I'he Lord fliall give that which
is good :* perhaps this may not be fulfilled in a temporal fenfe,
but a fpiritual.
God may let a Chriftian be cut fhort in temporals, but God makes it up in fpirituals.
If he doth not increafe the balket and the ilore, he gives increafe of faith, and
inward peace here he changeth his promife, but he dolh not
break it, he gives that which is better.
If a man promifeth to
pay me in farthings, and he pays me in a better coin, in gold,
he doth not break his promile; Pfal. Ixxxix. 33. * I will not
fuffer my faithfulnels to fail ;' In the Hebrew it is, to lie.

good while as feed under ground, but

God

into a crop.

'

:
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1.

He

faith.

But how doth
have

will

all

the truth of

this con/iji icith

be laved,

to
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Tim.

1

4.

ii.

God ? He
yet fome

peri/h.

Auftin underftands it, not of every individual perforts Ihall be Caved
as in the ark, God laved
not every bird or fifh were faved, for
all the living creatures
many perilhed in the flood but ail, that is, fome of every kind
were faved fb God will have all to be faved, that is, fome of

Anf.

fon, but

St.

Ibme of all

:

;

;

;

nations.

all

Obj.

It isfaid, Chriji died for all;

that takes

away

this conjiji

ivith

Rom.

'

he

the fins of the world,'

is

the

John

God's truth, when fome are

i.

Lamb
2<).

of God,
how doth

veffels of

wrath,

ix. 22.

Anf,

\.

We

muft

diflinguifli

of world.

The world

is

taken

either in a limited fenfe, for the world of theele«5l;

or in a
* Chriil takes
la'rger fenfe, for both elecland reprobates.
away
the fins of the world,' that is, the world of the ele6t.
muil dillinguifli of Chrill's dying for the world. Chrift
2.
died fufficlently for all, not efle6lually.
There is the value of
Chrift's blood hath value enough
Chrill's blood and the virtue
to redeem the whole world, but the virtue of it is applied only
to fuch as believe
Chrift's blood is meritorious for all, not
efficacious.
All are not laved, becaufefome put away falvation
from them, A6ts xiii. 46. and vilify Chrift's blood, counting it
an unholy thing, Heb. x. ^29.
Ufe 1. Here is a great pillar for our faith, the truth of God.
Were not he a God of truth, how could we believe in him ?
our faith were fancy ; but he is Truth itfelf, and not a word
which he hath fpoken fliall fall to the ground. ' Truth is the
The truth of God is an unmoveable rock, we
obje<5lof trull.'
may venture our falvation here, Ila. lix. 15. * Truth faileth;*
truth on earth doth, but not truth in heaven.
God can as well
ceafe to be God, as ceafe to be true.
Hath God faid, he ' wili
do good to the foul that feeks him,' Lam. iii. 25. He wili
* give
Here is a fafe anchorVeil to the weary ?' ^Nlat. xi. 2S.
hold, he will not alter the thing which is gone forth of his lips.
The public faith of heaven is engaged for believers can we have
better fecurity ? The whole earth hangs upon the word of God's
power, and Ihall not our faith hang upon the word of God's
truth ? where can we reft our faith but upon God's faithfulnefs?

We

:

:

:

is nothing elfe we can believe in, but the truth of God i
cannot truft in an arm of flefli, we cannot truft in our own
liearts
this is to build upon the quick-lands; but the truth of
God is a golden pillar for faith to flay upon God cannot deny
himlelf, 2 Tim. ii. 14. ' If we believe not, yet he abideth faith*
ful, he cannot deny himfelf.'
Not to believe God's veracity,
is to affront God, I John v. 10.
He that believeth not, hath

There

we

:

:

'
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made God

A perfoti of honour cannot be more affronted

a liar.'

when he

or provoked, than

is

He

not believed.

that denies

God's truth, makes the promife no better than a forged deed ;
and can there be a greater affront oifered to God ?
Uje 2. Of terror to the loicked. God is a God of truth, and
he is true in his threatenings? the threateningsare a flying roll
againit

God

finners.

hath threatened to

'

wound

the hairy

one that goes on ilill in his trefpaffes,' Pfal.
Jxviii. 21.
He hath threatened to judge adulterers, Heb. xiii.
To be avenged upon the malicious, Pial. x. 14. * Thou
3.
beholdell mil'chief and i'pite, to requite it vviih thine own hand :'
To ' rain lire and briuiflone upon the finner,' Pial. xi. 6.
fcalp of every

And God
hath

as his promifes
God
executed his threatenings, and

as true in his threatenings

is

to fliew

oft,

his

truth,

:

let his thunderbolts of judgment fall upon finners in this life
he ftruck Herod in the a6t of his pride he hath punilhed
blal'phemers
Olympius, an Arianbilhop, reproached and blaf:

;

:

phemed

immediately lightning fell down
from heaven upon him, and confumed him. God is as true in
the blefled Trinity

;

his threatenings as in his promifes

that

we may

not

feel

God

:

the threatening,

let us fear

it.

God

let us be like God in truth.
Pythagoras being afked what
«iade men like God? anfwered, *' When they fpeak truth."
It is the note of a man that lliall goto heaven, Pf. xv. 9. * He
fpeaketh the truth from his heart.'
Truth in words is oppofed,
(1.) To lying, Eph. iv. 25, ' Putting away lying, fpeak everyone truth to his neighbour.' Lying is when one fpeaks that for
a truth, which he knows to be falfe. A liar is mod oppofite to
the God of truth.
There is (as Auftin faith) two forts of lies,
2. An officious lie, when a man tells a lie for his profit; as,
when a tradesman faith his commodity coft him fo much, when
perhaps it did not cofl him half fo much he that will lie in his
trade, fhall lie in hell.
when a man tells a
(2.) A jejimg lie
lie in I'port, to make others merry, he goes laughing to hell.
Uj'e 3.

1.

Is

a

of truth

?

We mull be true in our words.

:

;

When
viii.

you

44.

'

tell

The

a

lie,

devil

you make yourfelves like the devil, John
He deceived
a liar, and the father of it.'

is

our firft parents by a lie. Some are fb wicked, that they will
not only fpeak an untruth but will fwear to it
nay, they will
wifli a curie upon themfelves, if that untruth be not true.
As
I have read of a woman, one Anne Avaries, 1575. who being
in a Ihop, wilhed that (lie might fink, if flie had not paid for
the v/ares the took
flie fell down Ipeechleis immediately, and
;

;

died

in

the place.
takes away

A

liar is

not

fit

lo live in a

commonwealth.

how can
and converle with men
youconverfe with him, whom you cannot believe what helaith }
Lying fliuts men out of heaven, Rev. xxii. 25. ' Without are
Lying

all fociety

;
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And it is a
do^s, and vvhofdever loveth and maketh a lie.'
great fin to tell a lie, fo it is a vvorfe fin to teach a lie, Ifa. ix.
'
1.3.
The pro[)l»et that teacherh lies.' He who broacheth
error, teacheth lies ; he fpreads the plae;ue ; he not only damns
himfelf, but helps to damn others.
(2.) Truth in words is opThe heartand tongue Oiould go together,
poled to diirembling.
To I'peak fair to one's
as the dial goes exactly with the (un.
face, and not to mean what one ('peaks, is no better than a lie :
* his words were fmoother than oil, but war was
Pf. Iv. 21.
in
Some have an art at this, they can flatter and hate.
his heart.'
Hierom, fpeaking of the Arians, faith, " they pretended friendfliip, they kiifed my hands, but plotted milbhief againft me.**
Pf". xxix. b. ' A man that fla'ttereth his neighbour, Ipreadeth a
net for his feet.*
Impiufub diddmelle venena latent " Falfehood in friendfliip is ctA'ie." Counterfeiting of friendfhip is
werfe t^j^m counterfeiting of money. This is contrary to God,
who is a GfcQ^ of truth.
Let prac2.
muft be true in our profeflTion of relisfion.
tice go along with profeffion
Eph. iv. 24. ' Righteoufnefsand
true holinefs.'
Hypocrify in religion is a lie the hypocrite is
like a face in a glal's, there is the fhew of a face, but no true
face
fo he makes (liew of holinefs, but hath no truth of it; it
Ephraim pretended to be that
i^ but the face in the glafs.
which he was not and what faith God of him ? Hof. xi. 12.
* Ephraim
compaffeth me about with lies:' By a lie in our
words we deny the truth by a lie in our profeffion we difgrace
it.
Not to be what we profefs to God, is telling a lie; and
the fcripture makes it little better than blafphemy. Rev. ii. 9.
* 1 know
the blafphemy of them that fay they are Jews, and
are not.'
O! I befeech you, labour in this to be like God, he
is a God of truth
he can as well part with his Deity as his
Verity
be, I fay, like God, be true in your words, be true in
your profeffion
God's children are children that will not lie,

—

We

;

:

:

;

;

:

:

;

*

When God

fees ' truth in the inward parts,' and
which is no guile,' now he fees his own image in you:
draws God's heart towards you; likenels draws love.

Ifa. Ixiii. 9.
lips

this

BUT ONE GOD.
Qu. V. The
one 9
Anf. There

fifth

queftion

is.

Are there more GiMs

tJiati

but one only, the living and true God.
a God, hath been proved
and thofe that
will not believe the verity of his effence, fliall feel the feverity
of his wrath, Deut. vi. 4. * Hear,
Hrael, the Lord our God

That

there

is

is

;

O

