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the child, yet the pa-

as heing the occafion of

it.

you would have honour from your children, pray much
Not only lay up a portion for them, hut lay \\\^ a
for llieiji.
Monica prayed much for her ion
ftock of prayer for them.
Aufiin
and it u'as faid. It was impolTible a Ion of Co many
I'ray that your children may
prayers and tears fl)ould perifh.
7.

It

;

be preferved from the contagion of the times
pray, that as
your children bear your image in their faces, they niay bear
pray they may be inHrun^ents and
God's inmge in their hearts
veifels of glory.
I'his may be one fruit of prayer, that the child
may honour a praying parent.
8. Encourage that which you fee good and commeudable in
:

;

yoin* children.

Virtus

laudala crefcit.

Commending

that

your children, makes them more in love with
virtuous a(*lions
and is like the watering of plants, which
makes them grow more. Some parents difcourage the good
they fee in their children, and to nip virtue in the hud, and
help to damn their children's fouls.
They have their children's

which

good

is

in

;

curies.
<}.
If you would have honour from your children, fet them
a good example
it makes children defpile their parents, when
the parents live in a contriidiction to their own precepts
when
they bid their children be fober, yet they themfelves will be
drunk
they bid their children fear God, yet are themfelves
loole in their lives.
Oh if you would have your children honour you, teach them hy an holy example.
father is alooking-glafs wb.ich the child oft drelfeth himfelf by
let the glafs
be clear, and not fputted.
Parents Ihculd ohferve a good decorum in their whole carriage, lell they give occahon to their
children to lay to them, as Plato's fervant, " My mailer hath
made a hook againft ralli anger, but he himfelf is pallionatc ;"
or, as a fon once laid (o hi.', father, " If 1 have done evil, I
have learned it of you."
;

;

:

!

A

;

OF THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT.
ExoD. XX.
In
murde!

this

prefer\c

commandment-,

Thou
oisr own
-

.;

Thou JJi alt not

13.

and the

:

Ourfeives.

.

Is

(«.)

life

l.Thelin forbidden, murder
two thit)!is are to be underllood.
("i.)

a fin forbidden,
duty implied, "
of others."

(l.)

(Indt not kill.'
life,

kicL

*

A

Thou Ibalt
The not

(I.)

viz.

To

not kill.' Where
injuring another,
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I. In this,
another.
1.

*

Thou

We

COMMAND MENT.

fhalt not kill,'

is

muft not injure him

meant the not injuring
name. 2. In his

in his

3. In his foul.

body.

We

A

muft not injure another in his name.
good name
a precious balfam ;' it is a great cruelty to murder a man in
his name.
injure others in their name, when we calumniate and {lander them.
It was David's complaint, Pf. xxxv.
11. • They laid to my charge things which I knew not.* The
primitive Chriftians were traduced for inceft, and killing their
children, as Tertul.
Dicimur injantkidiiy incejius rei. This is
to behead others in their good name
there is an irreparable in(I.)

is

We

;

no phyfician can heal the wounds of the tongue.
The life is the
(Q.) We mull not injure another in his body.
moft precious thing and God hath fet this commandment as
a fence about it to preferve it, • Thou flialt not kill.' God
made a ftatute which was never to this day repealed. Gen. ix.
6. ' Whofo (heddeth man's blood, by man (hall his blood be
fhed.'
In the old law, had a man killed another unawares, he
might take fancluary but if he had killed him wiJiingly, tho'
he did flee to the fan6luaiy, the holinels of the place was not to
defend him, Exod. xxi. 14.
If a man come prefumptuoufly

jury

:

:

:

'

upon his neighbour, to flay him with
him from my altar, that he may die.'

guile

Now

;

thou ihalt take
in this

command-

ment,
Thou thalt do no murder,' all thofe fins are forbidden
which lead to it, and are Ihe occaftons of it as,
1. UnadviJ'ed anger.
Anger boils up the blood in the veins,
and oft produceth murder. Gen. xlix. (i.
In their anger they
flew a man.*
2. Envy.
Satan envied our firft parents the robe of innocence, and the glory of paradife
therefore never left till he had
'

:

*

;

procured their death.
Jofeph's brethren envied him, becaufe
his father loved him, and gave him a
coat of many colours;*
'

therefore take counfel to flay him,' Gen. xxxvii. 20.
Envy
and murder are near a kin, therefore the apoflle puts them together, Gal. v. 21. * Envyings, murders.' Envy is a fin breaks
*

both the tables at once
it begins in difcontent againft God,
and ends in injury againft man, as we fee in Cain, Gen. iv. 6,
S.
Envious Cain was firft difoontented with God, there he
broke the firft table and then he fell out with his brother and
flew him, there lie broke the fecond table.
Anger is fometimes
*
foon over,' like fire kindled in ftraw, which is quickly out
but envy is a radicated thing, and will not quench his thirft
without blood, Prov. xxvii. 4. • Who is able to ftand before
envy?'
3. Hatred.
The Pharifees hated Chrift, becaufe he excelled
them in gifts, and had more honour amdng the people than
they
therefore they never left till they had nailed him \o thfe
:

;

;
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and taken away his life. Hatred is a vermin lives upon
blood, Ezek. XXXV. 5. ' Becaufe thou haft had a perpetual
hatred, and haft fhed the blood of the children ot'Ifrael.' Human
and he prehated Mordecai, becaufe he did pot bow to him
fently fought revenge, he got a bloody warrant fealed for the
deftrii6tion of the whole race and feed of the Jews, Efther iii.
All thefe (ins are forbidden in this
Hatred is ever cruel.
9.
commandment, which lead the van, and are oft the occafions
crofs,

;

of this

fin

of murder.

Qu. Hoiv many

icajfs is murder committed ?
Anf. We may be laid to murder another, twelve ways, (I.)
With the hand as Joab killed Abner and Amafa, 2 Sam. xx.
10. • He fmote him in the fifth rib, and flied out his bowels.'
Malice is mental
(2.) Murder is committed with the mind.
murder, 1 John iii, 15. ' Whofo hateth his brother is a murTo malign another, and wifti evil againft him in the
derer.'
heart, is a murdering him.
(3.) Murder is committed with
the tongue, by fpeaking to the prejudice of another, and caufjng him to be put to death.
Thus the Jews killed the Lord of
life, when they inveighed againft him, and accufed him falfely
to Pilate, John xvii. 30.
(4.) Murder is committed with the
pen.
So David killed Uriah in writing to Joab ' to fet Uriah
Tho* the Amin the forefront of the battle,' 2 Sam. xi. 15.
monite's fword cut otF Uriah, yet David's pen was the caufe of
Jiis death ; therefore the Lord tells David by the prophet Nathan,
e Sam. xii. 9. ' Thou haft killed Uriah.* (5.) Murder is comThus Jezebel, tho' (he
mitted by plotting another's death.
did not lay hands herfelf upon Naboth ; yet becaufe flie contrived his death, and caufed two falfe witnefles to fwear againft
him, and bring him within the compafs of trealbn, Ihe was a
murderer, 1 Kings xxi. 10.
(6.) Murder is committed by inThus the wife of Commodus the
ftilling poifon into potions.
emperor killed her huft)and, by poifoning the wine which he
drank.
So, many kill the children they go with, by taking
fuch medicines, or ftrong purges, as proves the death of the
child. {?.) By witchcraft and forcery ; a thing forbidden under
the law, Deui. xviii. 10. ' There (hall not be found amon^
you an enchanter, or a witch, or aconfulter with familiar fpirits.'
(8.) 'By having an intention to kill another; as Herod would,
under a pretence of worfhipping Chrift, have killed him, MatthSo Saul, when he made David go as captain aw'ainft
ii. 8, 13.
the Philiftines, defigning thereby that the Phililtines (houkl have
killed him, 1 Sam. xviii. 17. * Saul faid. Let not my hand
be upon him, but let the hand of the Philiftines be upon bim.'
Here was intentional murder, and it was in God's account, as
^bad as a(9;ual murder.
(9.) By confenting to another's deaih ;
;

.

fo Saul to the death of Stephen,

Vol. L No.

10.

3

A6ts xxii. 20.

O

*

I aifo

wa«
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COMMANDMENT.

He that gives conftandingby, and confenting to his death.'
fen t is accelTory to th» murder.
(10,) By not hindering the
Pilate knew Chrift was
death of another when in our power.
innocent, ' 1 find no fault in him;' but he did not hinder his
therefore he was guilty.
It was not wafhing his hands
death
;

(H.)
in water, could wafh away the guilt of Chrift's blood.
By unnnercifulnels. 1. By taking away that which is necelfary
for the fuftentation of

life

:

as to lake

away

thofe tools or uten-

whereby a man gets his living, Deut. xxiv. G. ' No man
fhall take away the upper or the nether miUlone to pledge, for
he takes a man's Ufe.' 2. By not helping him when he is ready
You may be the death of another, as well by not
to periih.
relieving him, as by offering him violence.
Si non paveris,
If thou dofl not feed him that is ftarving, thou
occid/Jii, Amb.
fils

him.

killeft

this

— And then, how many are

commandment.

capital offenders.

judge may be

A

guilty of the breach of

(12.) By not executing the law upon
felon having committed fix murders, the

them, becaufe he did
execute the felon for his firfl offence.
The next thing 1 fhall fpeak to, is, to fliewthe aggravations
faid to be guilty of five of

jiot

of

thii'

fin

of

murder

:

As

To

fhed the blood of another caiifelefs; as to kill another
bee will not fting, unlefs provoked,
in an humour or frolic.
but many when they are not provoked, will take away the life,
This makes the fin of blood more bloody. The
of another.
lefs provocation to a fin, the greater the fin.
2. To fhed the blood of another contrary to prom?/**?.
Thus,
after the princes of Ifrael had fworn to iheGibeonites, that they
fliould live, Jofh. ix. 17.
Saul flew them, 2 Sam. xxi. 1.
Here were two fins twifl:ed together, breach of oath, and mur1.

A

der.

To

away

the life of any p?/5/?c/)er/on, enhanceth the
greater ; as, (1.) To kill a judge upon
the bench, becaufe he reprefents the king's perfon.
(2.) To
murder a perfon whofe office is facred, and comes on the King
of heaven's embaffage
the murder of him may be the murdering of many.
Herod added this fin above all, that he fhut up
John Baptift in prifon, Lul«e iii. 20. then much more to behead
John in prifon. (3.) To flain one's hands with royal blood.
David's heart fmote him, becaufe he did cut off the lap of king
Saul's garment, 1 Sam. xxiv. 5.
How would David's heart
have fmitten him, if he had cut off Saul's head ?
4. To fhed the blood of a near relation, aggravates the murder, and dyes it of a deeper crimfon.
For a fon to kill his father, is horrid.
Qui occidit
Parricides are monfters in nature.
patrem, plurima committit peccato in nno, Cicero.
He who
takes away his father's life, committeth many fins in one; he
3.

take

murder, and makes

it

:
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not only guilty of murder, but of difobedience, ingratitude,
Oftracifm, and diabolical cruelty, F>xod. xxi. lo. ' He who'
ftriketh his father or mother, ftiall (urely be put to death.'
Then how many death's is he worthy oi, that dertroys his father or mother? Such a monfter was Nero, who caufed his
mother Agrippina to be flain.
5. To filed the blood of any righteous perfun, ags^ravates the
fin.
Such a perfon, being
(1.) Hereby jullice is perverted.
innocent, is unworthy of death.
faint, being a public
(2.)
blefling, he lies in the breach to turn a^vay wrath : fo that to
dedroy him, is to go to pull down the pillars of a nation.
(3.)
He is precious to God, lia. xv. 43, 44. He is a member of
is

A

ChrilVs body
to

God

;

therefore

what

injury

is

offered to

him

is

done

not

kill,*

himfelf, Acts ix. 4.

Caution

1.

Though

this

commandment, Thou

flialt

Forbids private perfons to flied the blood of another (unlefs in
their own defence), yet fuch as are in olhce mult punifh public
otFenders, yea, with death, elfe they fin.
To kill an offender,
isnot murder, butjuftice.
private perfon fins, if he draws
the fword ; a public perfon fins, if he puts up the fword.
rnagiltrate ought not to let the fword ofjultice rufl in the fcabbard.
As the magiftrate Ihould not let the fword be too fiiarp
by feverity, fo neither fhould the edge of it be blunted by too

A

A

much

lenity.

Caution II. Neither doth this commandment, * Thou (halt
When men's fins grow ripe, and
not kill,' prohibit a jufl war.
long plenty hath bred furfeit, then God faith, * Sword, go
through the land,' Ezek. xiv. 17- God did abet the war between the tribes of Ifrael and Benjamin when the iniquity of
the Amorites was full, then God lent Ifrael to commence a war
;

againft them,

Judges

xi. 21.

Lamentation, Tjiat this land is fo defiled with blood.
Numb. XXXV. 33. How common is this fin in this heftoring
age! England's fins are written in letters of blood. Some make
Ufe

I.

*
killing men than fheep, Jer. ii. 34.
In thy fkirts
found the blood of the poor innocents.' Junius reads it, in
alis; and fo in Hebrew, ' in 'thy wings' is found the blood of

no rhore of
is

innocents.
It alludes to the birds of prey, which flain their
wings with the blood of other birds. May not the Lord juftly
take up a controverfy with the inhabitants of the land, becaufe
* blood toucheth blood?'
Hof. iv. 2. There is a concatenation,
a plurality of murders.
And that which may increafe our lamentation, is, that not only man's blood is (hed among us, but
Chrift's blood.
Such as are profane flagitious finners, are laid
to ' crucify the Son of God afrefii,' Heb. vi. 6.
(I.) They
fwear by his blood, and fodo, as it were, make his wounds bleed
afrefh.
(2.) Crucify Chrift in his members, Ads ix. 5, / Why

3

0s

.
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perfecuteft thou

nie?'

crieth out.

If

(3.)

it

The

foot being trodden on,

lay in their

the head
power, were Chrift aUve on

would nail him again to the crofs thus inen cruciiy
and, if man's blood dolh fo cry, how loud will
Chritt afrelh
Chrilt's blood cry againft finners?
life II. Beware of having your hands imbrued in the blood
of others.
earth, they

:

;

Obj. But fuch a man hath wronged me by defamation, or
otherways ; and if I Jpill his bloody I do but revenge my own
quarrel.

but take
AnJ'. If he hath done you wrong, the law is open
heed of fliedding blood. What, becaufe he hath wronged you,
will you therefore wrong God? Is it not a wrong to God, to
take his work out of his hand ? He hath faid, * Vengeance is
mine, and I will repay,* Rom. xii. 19. But you will take upon
you to revenge yourlelf ; you will be both plaintiff, judge, and
executioner, yourfelf.
This is an high wrong done to God,
and he will not hold you guiltlefs. Now, to deter all from having their hands defiled with blood, conlider what a fin mur;

der

is.

A God-atTronting fin it is a breach of his commandment,
trampling upon God's royal edi6t
It is a wrong offered to
God's image, Gen. ix. 6. * In the image of God made he man/
It is a tearing God's pi6ture, and breaking in pieces the King of
Man is the temple of God, 1 Cor. vi.
heaven's broad-leal.
19. * Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Gholl?' So that the man-flayer deftroys God's temple: and
will God endure to be thus confronted by proud duff ?
Clamitat in ccelum vox fangiiinis-—
S. It is a crying fin.
There are three fins in fcripture laid to cry. (I.) Oppreffion,
1,

:

:

(2.) Sodomy, Gen. xviii. 23.
(3.) Blood-thed.
cries lb loud, that it drowns alt the other cries, Gen. iv.

Plal. xii. 5.

This

iO. ' The voice of thy brother's blood cries unto me from the
ground.'
Abel's blood had as many tongues as drops to cry
aloud for vengeance.
This fin of blood lay heavy on David's
confcience
Though he had finned by adultery, yet what he
cried out of moll, was, this crimfon fin of blood, Plal. li. 14.
* Deliver me from blood-guiltinels,
God.' Though the Lord
vifits for every (in, yet he will in a fpecial manner ' make inquifirion for blood,' Plal. ix. 12.
If a beaftdid kill a man, the
beaii was to be ftoned, and * his flefii muff not be eaten,* £xod,
:

O

If God would have a beaff ffoned that killed a man,
not the ule of reafon to relfrain him, then much more
will he be incenfed againff thole, who go both againft reafon
and confcience in fpoiling the life of a man.
3. Murder is a diabolical fin
It makes a man the devil's firli

XXI. 28.

who had

:

born

:

he was a murderer from the beginning, John

viii.

44.
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not die,* he brought

in death to the world.
4. It is a curfed fin.

If there be a curfe Ifor him that fmites
his neighbour fecretly, Deut. xxvii. 23. then he is doubly curfed
The firll man that was born was a murderer.
that kills him.

Gen.

II.

iv.

*

And now

art thou curfed

from the earth.*

He

was an excommunicated perfon, banifhed from the place of
God's public worfhip. God let a mark upon bloody Cain, Gen.
iv. 1.5.
Some thought it was horror of mind, which (above all
Others think this mark
fins) doth accompany the fin of blood.
was a continual (baking and trembUng in his flefii, which was
mark of infamy God let upon him. He carried a curfe along
\«!th

him.

a wrath- procuring fin, 2 Kings xxiv. 4.
Phocas, to get the
procures Temporal judgments.
empire, put to death all the Ions of Mauriciusthe emperor, and
then flew him : but this Phocas was purfued by his Ibn-in-lavv
Prifcus, who cut off his ears and feet, and then killed him.
Charles IX. who caufed the maffacre of fo many Chriftians at
Paris, blood iifued out at feveral parts of his body, of which he
died.
Albonia killed a man, and then made a cup of his fkuU
to drink in ; afterwards his own wife caufed him to be murdered in his bed. Vengeance, as a blood-hound, purines the murderer ; * bloody men fliall not live out half their days.' Pfal.
Iv. 23.
It binds menrover to hell.
(2.) It brings eternal judgments.
The papifl:s make nothing of maifacres theirs is a bloody religion
they difpenie with men for murder, fo it be to propagate
If a cardinal put his red hat U|X)n the head
the catholic caufe.
of a murderer going to execution, lie is faved from death.
But
let all impenitent murderers read their doom. Rev. xxi. 8.
* Murderers fhall
have their part in the lake which burns with
iire and brimftone,* this ' is the fecond death :' we read of
* fire niingled
with blood,' Rev. viii. 7.
Such as have their
hands full of blood mult undergo the wrath of God. Here is
fire mingled with blood, and this fire is inextinguifliable, Mark
ix. 44.
Time will not finifli it, tears will not quench it.
5.

It

is

It

j(l.)

;

:

ExoD. XX.

13.

Thou Jhalt not

Idll.

We muft not injure another's foul. This isthe
murder of all, becaule there is more of God's image in
the foul than in the body.
The foul, though it cannot be annihilated, is faid to be murdered, becaufe it miffeth of happi(3.),,

greateft
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Now, how many are foulnefs, and is for ever in torment.
murderers ?
The world is led
1. Such as corrupt others by bad example.
by example efpecially the examples of great ones are very perWe are apt to do as we lee others before us, efpecially
nicious
above us. Such as are placed in high power, are like the pillar
when that went, Ifrael went: when great ones move
of cloud
HI their fphere, others will follow them, though it be to hell.
;

—
;

Evil magillrates, like the tail of the dragon, draw the
part of the liars after them.'

'

third

The harlot, by curling her
open her brealls, doth what in her
lies to be both a tempter and a murderer: Cuch an one was
JMelTalina, wife to Claudius the emperor, Prov. vii. 7, 10. * I
difcerned a young man, and there met him a woman with the
attire of an harlot
fo Ihe caught him and kilfed him.'
Better
2.

Such as entice others

to fin.

hair, rolling her eyes, laying

;

are the reproaches of a friend, than the kilfes of an harlot.
S. Miniilers are murderers, who either ftarve, or poifon, or
infedt fouls.
1 Pet. i. v. « Feed the flock of God
Thefe feed themfelves, and ftarve the
either through non-refiding, they do not preach, or
through infuificiency they cannot.
There are many in the
miniftry (a fliame to fpeak it) fo ignorant, that they had need
to be taught the * firft principles of the oracles of God,' Heb.
Was not he fit to be a preacher in Ifrael (think ye) who
V. 12.
being afked fomething concerning the decalogue, anfwered he
never faw any fuch book ?
Such are heterodox miniilers, who
('2.) That poifon fouls.
the bafilifk poifons herbs and flowers,
poifon people with error
by breathing on them the breath of heretical miniilers, like

(I.)

•which
flock;

That

is

ftarve fouls,

among

you.'

:

:

poilbns fouls.
The Socinian, that would
Godhead, the Arminian," that by advancing the
power of the will, would take off the crown from the head of
the Antinomian, who denies the ufe of the moral
iVee-grace
law to a believer, as if it were antiquated and out of date thelc_
Error is as daninable as vice, 1 Pet. ii. 1.
poifon men's fouls.
* There lliall be falfe
teachers among you, who privily fiiall
bring in damnable herefies, denying the Lord that bought

the bafiliiVs breath,

rob Chrilt of

his

;

;

them-.'

(3.) That infedt fouls, viz. by their fcandalous lives, Exod.
xix. 2"^. * Let the priells which come near to the Lord, fanctify
themfelves.'
JMinillers, who by their places are nearer to God,
The elementb, the higher they
Ihould be holier than others.
the air is purer than the water ; the fire is
are, the purer
The higher men are by office, the holier
purer than the air.
they ftiould be ; John Baptill was a fhining lamp.
But there
;

OF THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT.

many who

479

people with their bad life they preach
another.
Qui curios Jimiilant et bacchanalia inuant
They, like Eli's Tons, are in white linen, but they have fcarlet
Sonie fay, that Prefter John, the lord of Africa, caufed
fins.
a fit emblem
to be carried before him a golden cup full of dirt
of fuch minifters as have a golden oflice, but are dirty and polThey are murdeif:ers, and the blood of fouls
luted in their lives.
will cry againfl; them at the lafl: day.
(4.) Such as deftroy others, by getting them into bad company, and fo making them profelytes to the devil.
Vitia iii
proximmn quemque tran/iliunt Sen.
man cannot live in the
Ethiopian climate but he will be difcoloured with the fun, nor
he cannot be in bad company, but he will partake of their evil.
One drunkard makes another; as the prophet fpeaks in anothcF fenfe, Jer. xxxv. 5. * I fet before them pots full of wine
and cups, and faid unto them, drink ye wine ;' fo the wicked
fet pots of wine before others, and make them drink till reafom
Thefe are guilty of the breach
be ilupified, and lull; inflamed.
How fad
of this commandment, they are murderers of fouls.
will it be with thefe, who have not only their own fins, but the
blood of others, to anfwer for ? So much for the firll thing forbidden in the commandment, the injuring of others.
II. The fecond thing forbidden in it is, the injuring one's
felf. • Thou fhalt not kill :' thou flialt not do hurt to thyfelf.
(1.) Thou fhalt not hurt thy own body. One may be guilty
Or, 2.
of felf-murder, either 1. indire6lly and occafionly.
Dire6lly and abfolutely.
1. Indire6tly and occafionally ; as,
Firji^ When a man thrufis himfelf into danger which he might
prevent: as if a company of archers were fliooting, and one
Ihould go and (land in the place where the arrows fly ; if the
arrow did kill him, he is acceflbry to his own death. In the
law, God would have the leper fliut up, to keep others from
being infected. Lev. xiii. 4.
Now, if any would be fo prefumptuous as to go in to the leper, and get the plague of leprofy,
he might thank himfelf, he occafioned his own death.
Secondly,
perfon may be in fome fenfe guilty of his own
death, by negie6ting the ufe of means.
If lick, and ui'e no
phyfic ; if he hath received a wound and will not apply balfam,
he hallens his own death. God appointed Hezekiah to'lay a
* lump of figs to the
boil,
Ifa. xxxviii. 21.
If he had not
ufe'l the lump of figs, he had been the caufe of his own death.
'ihirdlij. By imm'oderale grief, 2 Cor. vii. 10. * the forrow
of the world worketh death ;* when God takes away a dear reare

infe6t their

one thing, and

;

live

:

,

A

A

lation,

and one

is

fwallowed up with forrow.

How many weep
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themfelvcs into their graves queen Mary grieved fo excefiTivelj^
for the lofs of Calais, that it broke her heart.
Fonrthly, By intemperance, excels in diet. Surfeiting fliortens life plures periere crapula, qnam gladf'o
many dig their
grave with their teeth.
Too much oil chokes the lamp: the
cup kills more than the cannon. Exceflive drinking caufeth
untimely death.
2. One maybe guilty of felf- murder, direftly and abfolutely.
1. By envy.
Envy is trijlilia de bonis alienis, a fecret repining at the welfare of another.
Invidus alterius rebus macrefcit ophn'ts.
An envious man is more forry at another's profperity than at
another's adverfity ; he never laughs, but when another weeps*
JZnvy is a felf- murder, a fretting canker. Cyprian calls it vulnus
occultnm, a fecret wound ; it hurts a man's felf moft.
Envy
corrodes the heart, dries up the blood, rots the bones, Prov,
xiv. 30. ' Envy is the rottennefs of the bones.'
It is to the
body, as the moth to the cloth, it eats it, and makes its beauty
confume : envy drinks its own venom. The viper, which leaped
on Paul's hand, thought to have hurt Paul, but fell herfelf into
the fire, A6ls xviii. 3.
So, while the envious man thinks to
hurt another, he deftroys himfelf.
(2.) By laying violent hands on himfelf, and thus he is felo
4eje; as Saul fell upon his own fword and killed himfelf.
And becaufe I fee fo many in the bills of mortality, who make
away themfelves, let me a little expatiate. It is the moll unnatural and barbarous kind of murder for a man to butcher him!

:

;

A

and imbrue his hands in his own blood.
man's felf is moft
dear to him, therefore this fin of felf-murder breaks both the
law of God, and the bonds of nature. The Lord hath placed
the foul in the body, as in a prifon
now it is a great fin to
break prifon, till God by death open the door. Self-murderers
are worfe than the brute creatures
they will tear and gore one
another, but no beafl: will go to deftroy itfelf.
Self-murder is
occafioned ufually from difcontent
difcontent is joined with a
fullen melancholy.
The bird that beats heifelf in the cage,
and is ready to kill herfelf, is the true emblemof adifcontented
felf

;

:

:

fpirit.

A

And this difcontent arifeth, (1.) From pride.
man that
fwelled with an high opinion of himfelf, thinks he deferves
betterthan others ; and if any crofs befal him, he is difcontented,
and now in a fudden paffion will make away himfelf. Ahithophel
had high thoughts of himfelf, bis words wereelleemed oracles;
and to have his wife counfel reje6led, he was not able to bear
it, 9 Sam. xvii. 23. ' He put his houfe in order, and hanged
himfelf.'
Poverty is a fore temptution,
(2.) From Poverty.
is

Prov. XXX. ly.

'

Give

me

not poverty.'

Many

by their

fia
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and when a great

eftate

is

boiled away to nothing, then they are difcontented, and think
hereupon the
better to die quickly, than ianguilli in milery
devil helps them to difpatch themfelves.
(3.) From covetouC:

a dry drunkennels, an horfe-leechthatis nevet
covetous man is like Behemoth, Job xl. 23.
• Behold, he drinketh up rivers, and yet his thirft is not allayed.*
The covetous mifer hoards up corn and if he hears the price of
corn begins to fall, then he is troubled, and there is no cure for
his difcontent but an halter.
(4.) From horror of mind.
man hath finned a great fin, he hath fvvallowed down fome
pills of temptation the devil hath given him, and thefe pills
begin to work in his confcience ; and the horror is fo great, that
he choofeth Itrangling. Judas having betrayed innocent blood,
ne was in that agony, that he hanged himfelf to quiet his confcience; as if one (hould, to avoid the flinging of a gnat, endure the biting of a ferpent. Thus felf-murder is an high breach
I can fee no
of this commandment, it is an execrable fin.
ground of hope for fuch as make away themfelves for they die
in the very a6l of fin, and cannot have time to repent.
(2.) Here is forbidden hurting one's own foul, * thou fhalt
not kill.' Many who are free from other murders, yet are
guilty here; they go about to murder their own fouls; they
are wilfully fet to damn themfelves, and throw themfelves into
nefs.

Avavide

is

The

fatitfied.

;

A

;

hell.

Qu. Who are

they that go aloiit defperately to murder their

oivv fouls?

Anf. 1. Such wilfully go about to murder their fouls, who
have no fenfe of God, or the other world they are paft feeling,
Eph. iv. 19. Tell thenn of God's hoHnefs and juftice, they are
not at all affe6led, Zech. vii. 12. * They made their hearts like
ati adamant.'
The adamant faith Pliny is infuperable, the
hammer cannot conquer it. Sinners have adamantine hearts.
The altar of Hone, when the prophet fpake to it, * rent afunder,' 1 Kings xhi. 9.
But finners' hearts are fo hardened in
fin, that nothing will work upon them, neither ordinances nor
judgments; they do not believe a Deity, they laugh at hell;
thele go about to murder their own fouls, they are throwing
;

themfelves as fad as they can into

hell.

their own fouls, are
who are refolved upon their lufts, let what will come of
The foul may cry out, I am killing, I am murdering, Eph.
They have given themfelves over to work all unciean19.

2.

Such as are

fet wilfully to

murder

they
it.

iv.

'

nefs with greedinefs.*
Let minifters fpeak to them about their
fins, let confcience fpeak, let afFli6lion fpeak, yet they will have
their luft;s, though they go to hell for them.
Are not thele refolved to

Vol.

murder
I.

Na.

their fouls?

11.

As Agrippina, mother
3

P

to

Nero,
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modo imperet, let my fonkill me, fo he may reign
fay in their hearts, let our (ins damn us, (b they may
but pleafe us. Herod will have his inceftuous lull, though it
cod him his foul : men v/ill, for a drop of pleafure, drink a lea

faid, Occidat

fo

many

Are not

of wrath.

and damn

thefe about to maflacre

their

fouls?
3.

They murder their fouls, who avoid all means of faving
They will go to plays, to drunken meetings but
not fet their foot within God's houfe, or come near the

their fouls.
will

:

found of the gofpel-trumpet as if one that is difeafed (hould
Ihun the bath, for fear of being healed ; thefe do wilfully damn
their fouls, and are as great murderers of themfelves, as he,
who having means of cure offered him, choofeth death rather
:

than phyfic.
4. They do voluntarily murder their fouls, who fuck in falfe
as if religion were lb flri61; and
prejudices againll religion
fevere
they that efpoufe holinefs, mud live a melancholy life,
like Hermits and Anchorites, and drown all their joy in tears.
This is a flander which the devil hath caft upon religion for
No honey
there is no true joy but in believing, Rom. xv. 13.
Some men have
fo fweet as that which drops from a promife.
they are refolved
fooliflily taken up a prejudice againil religion
rather never to go to lieaven, than to go thither through the
I may fay of prejudice, as Paul to Elymas, Adls
llrait gate.
xiii. 10. • O prejudice, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of
all righteoufnefs,' How many fouls haft thou damned ?
;

:

:

;

5. They are wilfully fet to murder their own fouls, who will
neither be good themfelves, nor fuffer others to be fo. Mat.
xxii. 23. ' Ye neither go into the kingdom of heaven yourfelves,
neither futfer ye them that are entering, to go in.'
Such are
thofe that periecute others for their religion.
Drunken meetbut, if men meet to ferve God,
ings fliall elcape punilhnients
Thefe are refolved to fliip wreck
then let all feverity be ufed.
others, though they themfelves are call away in the ftorm. Oh!
take heed of this, of murdering your own fouls
no creature but
man doth willingly kill itfelf. So I have done with the firft,
the fin forbidden in this commandment, ' thou flialt not kill."
:

;

i

ExoD. XX.
II.

the

good

The

ive

can

13.

Thoujhalt not

fecond duty implied
to our/elves

is,

that

hill,

we

fliould

and others.
\Ve fhould endeavour

do

all

1. In reference to others.
to preferve
the lives and fouls of others.
2. In reference to ourfelves. To
preferve our own life and foul.
[1.] In reference to others.
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Comfort them in their
(l.) To preferve the life of others.
be as the good Samaritan,
forrows, rehevethem in their wants
pour wine and oil into their wounds, Job xxix. 16. ' I was
13. The bleffin^ of him that was ready
a father to the poor.
This is a great means of preferving
to perifti came upon me.'
the hfe of another, by relieving him when he is ready to perifh.
Pompey, when there was a great dearth in Rome, provided
corn for their relief ; and when the mariners were backward to
fail thither in a tempeft, faid he, *' It is not neceffary that we
Ihould live, but it is necellary that Rome be relieved."
Grace
makes the heart tender, it cauleth fympathy and charity as it
melts the heart in contrition towards God, lb in compaffion to;

—

:

wards others, Pf. cxii. 9. ' He hath difperfed, and given to
the poor.'
This the commandment implies, that we (hould
be fb far from ruining others, that we (hould do all we can to

When we fee the picture of death
preferve the lives of others.
drawn in their faces, adminifter to their necelTuies; be temporal faviours to them ; draw them out of the waters ofaffli6tion
with a filver cord of charity.
That I may perfuade you to
this, let me lay before you arguments
Firji, Works of charity evidence grace.
1. Faith, James ii. 18. ' I will fhew thee my faith by
works.' V/orks are faith's letters of credence to fhew.
judge of the health of the body by the pulfe, where the blood
llirs and operates: Chriftian, judge of the health of thy faith
by the pulfe of charity
the word of God is the rule of faith,
and good works are the witnefles of faith.
Love. Love loves mercy : it is a noble bountiful grace. Mary
loved Chrift, and how liberal was her love
fhe bellowed on
Chrill her tears, kifles, coftly ointments.
Love, like a full velfel, will have vent; it vents itfelf in a6ts of liberality.
Secondly, To communicate to the neceflities of others, is not
aroitrary (is it not left to our choice whether we will or no) but
* Charge them
it is a duty incumbent, 1, Tim. vi. 16.
that are
rich in this world that they do good,
that they be rich in good
works.'
This is not only a counfel, but a charge. If God
fhould lay a charge upon the inanimate creatures, they would
obey
if he would charge the rocks, they would fend forth water, if he fliould charge the clouds, they would melt into thow-«
ers : if he (hould charge the (tones, they would become bread.
And (liall we be harder than the ftones, not to obey God,
when he chargeth us to ' be rich in good works }'
Thirdly, God fupplies our wants, and (hall not we fupply the
wants of others ? *'
could not live without mercy."
God
makes ev-ery creature helpful to us the fun doth enrich us with
its golden beams
the earth yields us its increafe, veins of gold,
crops of corn, (lore of flowers, God opens the treafury of his
;

my

We

:

!

—

;

—

We

:

:

3
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be feeds us every day out of the alms-bafket of his
providence * thou openell thy hand, and fatisheft the defiieof
Now, doth God fiipply our
every hving tiling,' Pf. cxlv. 1().
waots, and fliall not we miniller to tlie wants of others? ftiall
we be only as a-l'punge to fuck in mercy, and not as breafts to
milk it out to others?
Fourth/if, Herein we referable God, to be doing good to
** godlinefs
others-.
It is our excellency to be like God
is
Godlikenefs."
And wherein are we more like him, than in
*
acts of bounty and munificence? Pf. cxix. 68.
Thou art
good, and doll good.' ' Thou art good,' there is God's efl'ential goodnefs
and ' doft good,' there is his communicative
goodnels.
The more helpful we are to others, the more like
we are to God we cannot be like to God in omnifciency, or
in working miracles
but we may be like him in doing works
of mercy.
Fifthly, God remembers all our deeds of charity, and takes
them kindly at our hands, Heb. vi. 10. ' God is not unrighteous to forget your labour of love which you have (hewed towards his name, in that you have miniftred unto the faints.*
The chief butler may forget Jofeph's kindnefs, but the Lord
will not forget any kindnefs we fhew to his people, Matth,
* i was an
XXV. 35.
hungred, and ye gave me meat ; thirfty,
and ye gave me drink.' Chrift takes the kindnefs done to his
faintt^, as done to himfelf
God, that hath a bottle for your
*
tears, hath a book to write down your alms, Mai. iii. 16.
book of remembrance was written before him.' Tamerlane
had a regifler to write down all the names and good fervices of
his foldiers
fo, God hath a book of remembrance to write

mercy

;

:

:

;

:

;

,

A

;

down

your charitable works ; and at the day of judgment
there fhall be an open and honourable mention made of them
all

ppf fence of the angels.

in

Sixthly,

(he gofpel.
f

the fcales

Hard heartednefs

to

them

in

mifery reproacheth

When

men's hearts are like pieces of rocks, or as
of the Leviathan, (hut up as with a clofe feal,,' Job

15.
You may as well extra6l oil out of a flint (lone, as
the golden oil of charity out of their hearts. " Thefe unchriftian
themielves.
Unmercifulnefs is the fin of the heathen," Rom,
' Without
i. 31.
mercy.* It eclipfeth the glory of the gofpel ;
doth the gofpel teach uncharitablenefs ? Doth it not bid us
diMW ' out our foul to the hungry ?' Ifa. 1. 10. Tit. iii. 8.
* Thefe things
I will that ye alhrm, that they which have believed in God, might be careful to maintain good works.' While
you relieve not fuch as are in want, you walk antipodes to the
gofpel
you caule it to be evil fpoken of, and lay it open to
the la(h and cenfure of others.
Seventhly t There is nothing loft by relieving the neceffitous.
xli.

;
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The Shunamite woman was
him
way

kind to the prophet,
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flie

welcomed

and (he received kindnels from him another
he reftored her dead chikl to hfe, 2 Kings iv. 35.
Such
as are helpful to others, (hall find mercy to help in time of
need.'
Such as pour out the golden oil of compaliion to others,
God will pour out the golden oil of (alvation to them for a
*
cup of cold water,' they (hall have rivers of pleaCure.' Nay,
God will make it up ibme way or other in this life, Piov. xf.
to her houfe,
;

'

:

'

*
The liberal foul fliall be made fat ;' as the loaves in
breaking multiplied
or, as the widow's oil increalisd in pouring out, 1 Kings xvii. 10.
An ellate may be imparted, yet
not impaired.
Eighthly, To do good to others in necelTity, keeps up the
credit of religion.
Works of mercy adorn the gofpel, as the
fruit adorns the tree
when our light fo fhines that others fee
our good works,' this glorifies God, crowns religion, filencetli
the lips of gainfayers.
Balil faith, nothing rendered the true
religion more famous in tlie primitive times, and made more
profelytes to it, than the bounty and charity of the Chrillians.
Ninthltf, andlajiy, 7'he evil that doth accrue by not prelerving the lives of others, and helping them in their neceliities.
God fends oft a IVcret moth into their ellate, Prov. xi. 24.
* There is that withholdeth more than is meet,
but it tendeth
to poverty,' Prov. xxi. 13. ' Wholb lloppeth his ears at the
cry of the poor, healfo fhall cry himfelf, but fiiall not be heard."
James ii. 13. ' He fball have judgment without mercy, that
fliewed no mercy.'
Dives denied Lazarus a crumb ot bread,
and Dives was denied a drop of water, Matth. xxv. 41. * Depart from me, ye curled
fori wasan hungred, and ye gave me
no meat.' Chrill faith not ye took away my meat
but
3'e
gave me no meat;' ye did not feed my meuibers, therefore,
* depart from
me.' By all this, be ready to diitribute to the necelfities of others.
7"his is included in the commandment,
* thou (halt
Not only thou flialt not dellroy his life,
not kill.'
but thou fiialt prel'erve it by giving to his necelfities.
(2.) It is implied, that we fliould endeavour to preferve the
fouls of others
counfel them about their fouls, fet life and
death before them, help them to heaven.
In the law, if one
met his neighbour's ox or afs going aftray, he muft bring him
again, Exod. xxxiii. 4.
Much more, if we fee our neighbour's
foul going aftray, wefliould ufe all means to bring him back to
God by repentance.

2o.

;

'

:

;

;

;

The commandment, ' Thou
[2.] In reference to ourfelves.
not kill,' requires that we (fjould preferve our own life and
foul ; it i^ engraven upon every creature, that we fhould preferve our own natural life.
mull be fo far from felf murder,
that we muft do all we can to preferve our natural life ; we
flialt

We
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muft ufe all means of diet, exercife and lawful recreation,
which is like oil to preferve the lamj) of life fronfi going out.

Some have been under temptation Satan has fuggefted they
are fuch Himers as do not deferve a bit of bread, and fo they
have been ready to llarve themfelves
this is contrary to the
fixth commandment, ' thou Ihalt do no murder ;' it is implied,
we are to ufe all means for the prefervation of our own life,
1 rim. V. 23.
Drink no longer water, but ufe a little wine for
thy ftomach's fake.'
Timothy was not by drinking too much
water to overcool his ftomach, and weaken nature, but we mull
"ufe means ibr ielf-prefervation, * drink a little wine,' &c.
Secondly,
This commandment requires, that we (hould endeavour {as to preferve our own, life fo efpecially) to prelerve
;

;

'

oiir

ownibuls.

Omnia perdas anhnam fervare memento.
It is engraven upon every creature, as with

the point of a

diamond, that it.fliould look to its own prefervation. If the
life of the body mull be preferved, then much more the life of
the foul. If he who doth not provide for his own houfe is worfe
than an infidel, 1 7'im. v. 8. then much more he who doth not
provide for his own foul.
This is a main thing implied in the
commandment, a fpecial care for the preferving our fouls the
foul is the jewel ; the foul is a diamond fet in a ring of clay :
Chrill puts the foul in balance with the world, and it outweighs.
Mat. xvi. 26. The foul is agials, in which fome rays of divine
glory Ihine ; it hath in it fome faint idea and refemblance of a
Deity;' it is a celeltial fpark lighted by the breath of God.
The body was made of the dull, but the foul is of a more noble
extra6l and original. Gen. ii. 7. ' God breathed into man a living foul.*
1. The foul is excellent in its nature.
It is a fpiritual being,
• it is a kind of angelical thing :'
the mind fparkies with knowledge, the will is crowned with liberty, and all the atfections are
as liars fliining in their orbs.
The foul being fpiritual, (I.) It
is of quick operation.
quick are the motions of a fpark!
how fwift the wing of a cherubim fo quick and agile is the
motion of the foul what is quicker than a thought? Howmany
miles can the foul travel in an inftant! (2.) The ibul, being Ipi:

How

!

!

ritual,

contemplates God and glory, Pf.
heaven but thee ?' The motion
only fin hath put a wrong bias upon the

moves upward,

Ixxiii. 25.

'

Whom

it

have

I in

upward
it move too much downward.
(3.) The foul,
being fpiritual, hath a felf- moving power; it can fuhfift and
move when the body is dead, as the mariner can fublill when

of the foul
foul,

is

;

and made

the ihip

is

broken. (4.)

(Scaliger) Aeternitatis
i'.

As

the foul

is

The

foul,

being fpiritual, is immortal,
of eternity.
nature, lb in its capacities.

gemma, a bud

excellent in

its
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It is capable of grace, it is fit to be an affociate and companioa
of angels : It is capable of communion with God, of being
Chrifl's fpoufe, 2 Cor. xi. 12. * That I might efpoufe your
virgin fouls to Chrift.'
It is capable of being crowned with
glory for ever.
then, carrying fuch precious fouls about you,
created with the breath of God, redeemed with the blood of
God what endeavours (hould you ufe for the faving of thefe
fouls
Heiiogabalus fed his
let not the devil have your fouls.
lions with pheafant
the devil is called a roaring lion, feed him
not with your fouls.
Befides the excellency of the Ibul, which
may make you labour to get it faved, confider how fad it will
be not to have the foul faved. It is fuch a lofs as there is none
like it ; becaufe, in loling the foul you lofe a great many things
with it.
A merchant in lofing his fliip, lofeth many things
with it; he lofeth money, jewels, fpices, &c. lb, he that lofetli
his foul, lofeth Chrift, the company of angels in heaven
it is
an infinite lofs, audit is an irreparable lofs; it can never be
made up again. Two eyes butonefoul, Chryfollom.
what
care fhould be taken of the immortal foul
I would requefl but
this of you, that you would but take as much care for the faving
of your fouls, as you do for the getting of an eflate
nay, I will
fay this, do but take as much care for the faving your fouls, as
the devil doth for deftroyingthem.
how induftrious is Satan
to damn fouls ? how doth he play the ferpent in his fubtil laying of fnares to catch Ibuls ! how doth he fhoot fiery darts !
the devil is never idle; the devil is a bufy bifiiop in his diocefe
he ' walks up and down feeking whom he may devour,'
2 Pet. v. 8. Now, is not this a reafonable requeft, to take but
as much care for the faving of your fouls, as the devil doth for
deftroying of them ?
Qu. how flinll ice do to get our fouls faved ?
Only the * pure in heart
Anf. By having them fanclified.
ihall fee God.'
Get your fouls inlayed and enamelled with holinefs, 1 Pet. i. 16. It is not enough that * we ceafe to do evil,'
which is all the evidence fome hove to fliew) this is to lofe heaven by fliort-lhooting ; but we mud be inwardly fandtified not
only the * unclean fpirit' mud go out, but we muft be filled
with the * Holy Ghoft,' Eph. v. 18. This holinefs mull needs
be, if you confider God is to dwell with you here, and you are
to dwell with him hereafter.
God takes up the foul
Firft, God is to dwell with you here.
for his own lodging, Eph. iii. 17. * I'hat Chrill may dwell in
your hearts.' Therefore the foul muft be confecrated. A king's
palace mufl, be kept clean, efpecially his prefcnce-chamber.
The bodj' is the temple of the Holy Ghoft, I Cor. vi. 19- then
the foul is ihe fanciiim fanclorum : how holy ought that to be.
Heaven is an holy
Secondly, You are to dwell with God.

O

;

!

:

:

O

!

:

O

;

:
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place,

1

Pet.

i.

4.

'

An

inheritance undefiled.'

And how

can

you dwell with God till you are f'andified ? We do not put
God will not put the new wine of
wine into a mufly veffel
glory into a fmful heart.
O then, as you love your fouls, and
would have them laved eternally, endeavour after holinefs; by
this means you will have an idoneity and fitnefs for the kingdom
of heaven, and your fouls will be laved in the day of the Lord
:

Jefus.

OF THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT.
ExoD. XX.

God

14.

Thdu

piait not

commit adultery,

a pure, holy Spirit, and hath an infinite antipa*
uncleannefs.
In this commandment he hath entered his caution againfl: it, non mcechaberis, * Thou flialt not
commit adultery.' The fum of this commandment is. The pre
fervation of corporal purity .
mull lake heed of running on
the rock of uncleannefs, and fo making fliipwreck of our chaltity.
In this commandment there is fomething tacitly implied,
and fomething exprefsly forbidden.
1. Something tacitly implied, viz.
That the ordinance of
marriage fhould be obferved.
*2. Something exprefsly forbidden,
viz.
The infe6ling ourfelves with bodily pollutions, * Thou flialt not commit adul-

thy againrt

is

all
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tery.'

Something implied, that the ordinance of marriage fhould
he obj'crved, 1 Cor. vii. 2. * Let every man have his own wife,
and every woman have her own hufband.* Marriage is honourable and the bed undefiled, Heb. xiii. 4.
God did inllitute
marriage in paradile
he • brought the woman to the man,*
Gen. ii. 22. He did as it were give them in marriage. And
Jefus Chrift did honour marriage with his prefence, John ii. 2.
The firfi; miracle he wrought was at a marriage, when he turned
the * water into wine.'
Marriage is a type and refemblance of
the myrtical union between Chrilt and his church, Eph. v. 32.
Concerning marriage,
[I.] There are general duties. 1. The general duty of the
hutband is to rule, Eph. v. 23. ' The hufband is the head of
the wife.'
but
The head is the feat of rule and government
he muft rule with difcretion. He is head, therefore muft not
rule without reafon. 2. The general duty on the wife's part is
fubmiffion, Eph. iii. 22. ' Wives fubmit yourfeives unto your
own hufbands, as unto the Lord.' It is obfervable, the Holy
Ghoft paifed by Sarah's failings, he doth not mention her ua( I
. )
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