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place, 1 Pet. i. 4. ' An inheritance undefiled.' And how can
you dwell with God till you are f'andified ? We do not put
wine into a mufly veffel : God will not put the new wine of
glory into a fmful heart. O then, as you love your fouls, and
would have them laved eternally, endeavour after holinefs; by
this means you will have an idoneity and fitnefs for the kingdom
of heaven, and your fouls will be laved in the day of the Lord
Jefus.

OF THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT.

ExoD. XX. 14. Thdu piait not commit adultery,

God is a pure, holy Spirit, and hath an infinite antipa*

thy againrt all uncleannefs. In this commandment he hath en-

tered his caution againfl: it, non mcechaberis, * Thou flialt not
commit adultery.' The fum of this commandment is. Thepre
fervation of corporal purity . We mull lake heed of running on
the rock of uncleannefs, and fo making fliipwreck of our chal-

tity. In this commandment there is fomething tacitly implied,
and fomething exprefsly forbidden.

1. Something tacitly implied, viz. That the ordinance of

marriage fhould be obferved.

*2. Something exprefsly forbidden, viz. The infe6ling our-

felves with bodily pollutions, * Thou flialt not commit adul-

tery.' -

( I
. ) Something implied, that the ordinance of marriage fhould

he obj'crved, 1 Cor. vii. 2. * Let every man have his own wife,

and every woman have her own hufband.* Marriage is honour-
able and the bed undefiled, Heb. xiii. 4. God did inllitute

marriage in paradile : he • brought the woman to the man,*
Gen. ii. 22. He did as it were give them in marriage. And
Jefus Chrift did honour marriage with his prefence, John ii. 2.

The firfi; miracle he wrought was at a marriage, when he turned

the * water into wine.'—Marriage is a type and refemblance of
the myrtical union between Chrilt and his church, Eph. v. 32.

Concerning marriage,
[I.] There are general duties. 1. The general duty of the

hutband is to rule, Eph. v. 23. ' The hufband is the head of

the wife.' The head is the feat of rule and government ; but

he muft rule with difcretion. He is head, therefore muft not

rule without reafon. 2. The general duty on the wife's part is

fubmiffion, Eph. iii. 22. ' Wives fubmit yourfeives unto your

own hufbands, as unto the Lord.' It is obfervable, the Holy

Ghoft paifed by Sarah's failings, he doth not mention her ua-
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belief : but he takes notice of that which was good in her, her

reverence and obedience to her hufbuud, I Pet. iii. 6. ' Sarah

obeyed Abrahann, calling him Lord.'

[2.] Special duties belonging to marriage, are love and fide-

lity. I. Love, "Eph. V. 23. ' Love is the marriage of the af-

fedlions.* There is, as it were, but one heart in two bodies :

love hnes the yoke and makes it eafy : love perfumes the mar-

riage-relation : without which it is not conjugium but cofijur"

giuni ; it is like two poifons in one ftotnach, one is ever fick of

the other. 2.- Fidelity. In marriage there is mutual promife of

living together faithfully according to God's holy ordinance.

Among the Romans, on the day of marriage, the woman pre-

Tented to her hufband fire and water ; fire refines metal, water

deanleth : hereby fignifying, that (he would live with her huf-

band in chafl:ity and fincerity. This is the firft; thing in the

commandment implied, that the ordinance of marriage Ihould

be purely obferved.

(•-2.) The thing forbidden in the cornmandment, i. e. infe6l-

ing ourfeives with bodily pollution and uncleannefs. * Thou
llialt not commit adultery.' The fountain of this fin is lull.

Since the fall, holy love is degenerated to lufi;. Luft is the

fever of the foul. There is a twofold adultery: 1. Mental,

Mat. V. 28. * Whofoever looketh on a woman to luft after her,

hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.' As a

man may die of an inward bleeding, lb he may be damned for

the inward boilings of luft, if they be not mortified. 2. Corporal

adultery ; when fin hath conceived, aad brought forth in the

•dft. This is exprefsly forbidden undera/«6 poena, ' Thou fiialt

not commit adultery.' This commandment is fet as an hedge

to keep out uncleannefs ; and they that break this hedge a fer-

pent Ihall bite them. Job calls adultery an heinous crime, Job
xxxi. 11. Every failing is not a crime ; and every crime is not

an heinous crime ; but adultery \^,jiagitium, an heinous crime.,

The Lord calls it villainy, Jer. xxix. 33. ' They have commit-
ted villainy in Ifrael, and have committed adultery with their

neighbours' wives.

Qu. Wherein appears the henioufnefs of thisJin of adultery ?

Anf. 1. In that adultery is the breach of the marriage-oath.

When perfons come together in a matrimonial way, they bind

themfelves by covenant each to other in the pretence of God,
to be true and faithful in the conjugal relation. Unchaitity is a
falfifying this folemn oath; and herein adultery is worfe than

fornication, becaufe it is a breach of the conjugal bond.

2. The heniouhiefs of adultery lies in this. That it is fuch

an high difhonour done to God. God faith, * Thou fiialt not

commit adultery.' The adulterer fets his vi'iU above God's
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law, tramples upon God's command, affronts him to his face j

as if a (Libject fhoiild tear his prince's proclamation. The adul-

terer is highly injurious to all the perlbns in the Trinity. I.

To God the Father. Sinner, God lialh given thee thy life, and
thou doft wafte the lamp of thy life, the flower of thy age in

lewdnefs ; he hath beftowed on thee many mercies, health and
eftate, and thou fpendeft all on harlots. Did God give thee

wages to ferve the devil? (2.) Injurious to God the Son, two
ways. Fbji, As he hath purchaled thee with his blood, 1 Cor.
vi. 20. • Ye are bought with a price.' Now, he who is bought,
is not his own ; it is a fin for him to go to another, without con-

fent from Chrift, who hath ' bought him with a price.' Secondly,

By virtue of baptifm thou art a Chriftian, and profellell that

Chrift is thy head, and thou art a member ofChrill ; therefore,

what an injury is it to Chrill, to take the members of Chrift,

and make them the * members of an harlot,' i Cor. vi. 15.

{3.) It is injurious to God the Holy Gholl ; for the body is his

temple, I Cor. vi. 19. • Know ye not that your body is the

temple of the Holy Ghofl; which is in you?' And what a fin is

it to defile his temple I

3. The henioufnefs of adultery lies in this. That it is com-
mitted with mature deliberation. Firft, there is the contriving

the fin in the mind, then confent in the will, and then the finis

put forth into a6t. To fin againft the light of nature, and to fin

deliberately, is like the dye to the wool, it gives fin a tin6lure,

and dyes it of a crimtbn colour.

4. That which makes adultery fo heinous, is. That it is a fin

after remedy. God hath provided a remedy to prevent this

fin, 1 Cor. vii. 2. ' To avoid fornication, let every man have
his own wife.' Therefore, after this remedy prefcribed, to be

guilty of fornication or adultery, is inexcufable; it is like a rich

thief, that fi;eals when he has no need. This doth enhance and
accent the fin, and make it heinous.

Ufe I. It condemns the church of Rome who allow (he fin of

fornication and adultery. They futfer not their priefi;s to marry,

but they may have their courtezans ; the worll kind of unclean-

nels. Inceft with the neareft of kin, is difpenfed with for money.
It was once faid of Rome,

—

Urbs ejijam tola lupanar,—Rome
was become a common ftevv. And no wonder, when the pope
could, for a fum of money, give them a licence and patent to

commit uncleannefs: and, if the patent were not enough, he

would give them a pardon. IVlany of the pa pifts judge fornica-

tion venial. God condemns the very lufiing, Matth. v. 2^.

If God condemns the thought, how dare they allow the fa6t of

fornication ? You fee what a cage of unclean birds the church

of Rome is ; they call themfelves the Holy Catholic Church ;
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but, how can they be holy, who are fo fteeped and par-boiled

in fornication, inceft, fodomy, and all manner of uncleannefs ?

Ufe II. It is matter of lamentation, to fee his commandment
fo flighted and violated among us. Adultery is the reigning

fin of the times, Hof. vii. 4. * They are all adulterers, as an

oven heated by the baker.' The time of k. Henry VIII. was
called the golden age, but this may be called the unclean age,

wherein whore-hunting is common, Ezek. xxiv. 13. ' In your

filthinefs is lewdnefs.' Luther tells of one who faid, ** If he

might but fatisfy his luft, and be carried from one whore-houfe

to another, he would defire no other heaven ; afterwards he

breathed out his foul betwixt two notorious ftrumpets." This

is to be the right feed of Adam, to love the forbidden fruit, to

love to drink of (lolen waters, Ezek. viii. 8, 9. ' Son of man,
dig in the wall ; and when I had digged, behold a door ; and
he faid. Go in and behold the wicked abominations that they

do here.' Could we, as the prophet, dig in the walls of many
houfes, what vile abominations (hould we fee there! In fome
chambers we might fee fornication ; dig further, and fee adul*

tery ; dig further, and we may fee inceil, &c. And may not

the Lord go from his fan6tuary ? as, Ezek. viii. 9- * Seeft thou

the great abominations that the houfe of Ifraelcommitteth, that

I (hould go far off from my fan6luary ?' God might remove his

gofpel, and then we might write I chabod on this nation, ' The
glory is departed.' Let us mourn for what we cannot reform.

Ufe III. It exhorts us to keep ourfelves from this fin ofadul-

tery. * Let every man have his own wife,* faith Paul, I Cor.

vii. 2. not his concubine, nor his courtezan. Now, that I may
deter you from adultery, let me fhew you the great evil of it.

Firjl, It is a thievifh fin. Adultery is the higheft fort of theft

:

the adulterer Heals from his neighbour that which is more than

his goods and ellate ; he Heals away his wife from him, * who is

flefliofhis flefh.'

Secondhj, Adultery debafeth a perfon, it makes him referable

the beails; therefore the adulterer is defcribed like an horfe

neighing, Jer. v. 8. * Every one neigheth after his neighbour's

wife.' Nay, this is worfe than brutifli ; for fome cieatures,

that are void of reafon, yet by the infl:in6i of nature, obferve a
kind of decorum of chafliity. The turtle dove is a challe crea-

ture, and keeps to its mate : the ftork, whenever he flies, comes
into no nell but his own. Naturalifl;s write, if a ftork, leaving

his own mate, joineth with any other, all the reft of the ftorks

fall upon him, and pull his feathers from him. Adultery is

worfe than brutifli, it degrades a perfon of his honour.

Thirdhji Adultery doth pollute and be-filthy a perfon. The
devil is called an unclean fpirit, Luke xi. 24. The adulterer

is the devil's firll-born ; he is unclean ; he is a moving quag-

3 Q 2 .
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mire; he is all over ulcerated with fin : his eyes fparklc with
liift; his n.oiitli foams out filfh ; his heart burns like mount
Aetna, in unclean defiies : he is fo filthy, that if he die in this

fin, all the flames of hell will never purge away his uncleannefs.

And, as lor the adulterets, who can paint her black enough?
The fciipture calls her a deep ditch, Prov. xxiii. 27. She is a
con^mon fliore : whereas a believer, his body is a living temple,
and his ibul is a little heaven, befpangled with the graces, as fo

many little ftars. The body of an harlot is a walking dunghill,

and her foul a lefier hell.

Fourthly, Adultery is defiru6live to the body, Prov. v. II.
* And thou mourn at laft, when thy fletli and thy body is con-
fumed.' It brirjgs into a conl'umption. Uncleannefs turns the

body into an hofpital ; it waftes the radical moifture, rots the

fl<ull, eats the beaut}' of the face. As the flame waftes the

candle, fo the fire of luft confumes the bones. The adulterer

hadens his own death, Prov. vii. 23. ' Till a dart ftrike through
his liver.' The Romans had their funerals at the gate of

Venus' temple, to fignify that lull brings death. Venus is

luft.

Fifthly, Adultery is a purgatory to the purfe : as it waftes
the body, fo the eftate, Prov. vi. 2(). * By the means of a whorifh
woman, a man is brought to a piece of bread.' Whores are the

devil's horfe-keches, fpunges that will foon fuck in all one's

money. The j)rodigal had foon fpent his portion, when once
he fell among harlots, Luke xv. SO. King Edward III. his

concubine, when he lay a-dying, got all flie could from him,
and plucked the rings otT his fingers, and foleft him. He that

lives in luxury, dies in beggary.
Sixthly, Adultery blo^teth and eelipfeth the name, Prov. vi.

S3. * Whofo committeth adultery with a woman, a wound and
diflionour ihd\i he get, and his reproach ftiall not be wiped
away,' Souie, while they get wounds, get honour. The
foldier's wounds are full of honour : the martyr's wounds for

Chrift are full of honour : thefe get honour while they get
wounds; but the adulterer gets wounds in his name, but no
honour. * His reproach fhall not be wiped away.' Thewounds
of the name no phyfician can heal. The adulterer, when he is

dead, his fhame lives. When his body rots under ground, his

name rots above ground. His bafe-born children will be the
living monuments of his fliame.

Seventhly, This fin doth much eclipfe the light of reafon ; it

ftcals away the underftanding ; it ftupifies the heart, Hof. iv.

11. • Whoredom takes away the Iieart.' It eats out all heart
for good. Solomon befotted himfelf with women, and they
enticed him to idolatry.

Eighthly, Ihis fin of adultery ufhefs in temporal judgments.
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The Mofaical law made adultery death, Lev. XK. 10. * The
adulterer and adultrels (hall furely be put to death,' and the

ulual death was Honing, Deut. xxii. 21. The' Saxons com-
manded the perfons taken in this fin to be burnt. The Romans
caufed their heads to be ftricken off. This (in like a icorpioii

carries a (ling in the tail of it. The adultery of Paris and
Helena, a beautiful ftrumpet, ended in the ruin of Troy, and
was the death both of Paris and Helena. ' Jealouiy is the rage

of a man ;' and the adulterer is often killed in the a6lof his fin.

Adultery coft Otho the Emperor, and Pope Sixtus IV. their

lives.

Lcetiis venire Venus trijiis ahire folet.

I have read of two citizens in London, 1583, who, defiling

themfelves with adultery on the Lord's day, were immediately
flruck dead with a fire from heaven. If all that were now guilty

of (jiis fin fhould be punilhed in this manner, it would rain fire

again, as on Sodom.
Ninthli/, Adultery, (without repentance) damns the foul,

1 Cor. vi. 9. ' Neither fornicators, nor adulterers, nor effemi-

nate, fliall enter into the kingdom of God.' The fire of lufl;

brings to the fire of hell, Heb. xiii. 4. * Whoremongers and
adulterers God will judge.' Though men may negled to judge
them, yet God will judge them.—But will not God judge all

other finners ? Yes. Why then doth the apollle lay, ' Whore-
mongers and adulterers God will judge .^' Themeaning is, (1.)

He will judge them alTuredly ; they fliall not efcape the hand
of juflice. (9.) He will punifli them feverely, 2 Pet ii. 10.

* The Lord knoweth how to referve the unjull to the day of

judgment to be punifhed, but chiefly them that walk in the luit

of uncleannefs.' The harlot's breafl. keeps from Abraham's
bofom, Momentaneum eft quod dcleckit, ceternum quod cruciate

Who would, for a cup of pleafure, drink a fea of wrath ? Prov.

ix. 18. • Her guefi;s are in the depths of hell.' A wife traveller

when he comes to his inn, though many pleafant difhes are fet

before him, yet he forbears to tafl;e, becaule of the reckoning

which will be brought in : we are here all travellers to Jeru-

felem above; and though many baits of temptation are fet be-

fore us, yet we fliould forbear, and think of the reckoning

which will be brought in at death. With what ftomach could
Dionyfius eat his dainties, when he imagined there was a naked
fword hung over his head as he (at at meat.̂ While the adulterer

feeds on ftrange flelh, the fword of God's jufl:ice hangs over his

head. Caufinus (peaks of a tree that grows in Spain that is of

a fweet fmell, and pleafant to the talle, but the juice of it is

poifonous : the emblem of an harlot ; flie is perfumed with

powders, and fair to look on, but poifonous and damnable to
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the foul, Prov. vii. 26. * She hath caft down many wounded,
yea, many ftroug men have been flain by lier.'

Tenthbj, The adulterer doth not only wrong his own foul,

but doth what in him lies to deftroy the foul of another, and fo

kill two at once. And thus the adulterer is worfe than the
thief: for, fuppofe a thief rob a man, yea, take away his life,

yet that man's foul may be happy ; he may go to heaven as

well as if he had died in his bed. But he who commits adul-
tery endangers the foul of another, and deprives herof falvation

fo tar as in him lies. Now, what a fearful thing is it to be an
inftrument to draw another to hell!

Eleventhly , The adulterer is abhorred of God, Prov. xxii.

14. • The mouth of a llrange woman is a deep pit: he who is

abhorred of the Lord fliall fall therein.' What can be worfe
than to be abhorred of God ? God may be angry with his own
children ; but for God to abhor a man, is the higheft degree of
hatred.

Qu. How doth the Lord piew his abhorrence of the aduU
ierer ?

Anf. In giving him up to a reprobate mind, and a feared

confcience, Rom. i. 2(5. And now he is in fucha condition that

he cannot repent. This is to be abhorred ofGod ; fuch a perfon

Hands upon the threfhold of hell ; and when death gives him a
jog he tumbles in. All which may found a retreat in our ears,

and call us off from the purfuit of fo damnable a fin as unclean-*

nefs. I will conclude with two fcriptures, Prov. v. 8. ' Come
not nigh the door of her houfe.' Prov. vii. 27. * Her houfe is

the way to hell.'

Twelfthlijy Adultery is a fower of difcord ; it deflroys peace

and love, the two beft flowers which grow in a family. Adul-
tery fets hufband againfl wife, and wife againfl hufband ; and
fo it caufeth the * joints of the fame body to fmite one againft

another.' And this divifion in a family works confufion : for,

* An houfe divided againfl itfelf cannot fiand,' Luke xi. 17.

Omne divi/ibile eft corruptibile.

Qu. How may we ahjininfrom thisfin ofadultery?

Anf. I fhall lay down fome diredions, by way of antidote,

to keep you from being infected with this fin. (1.) Come not
into the company of a whorifli woman ; avoid her houfe, as a
feaman doth a rock, Prov. v. 8. * Come not near the door of

her houfe.* He who would not have the plague, mufl not

come near houles infe6ted : every whore-houfe hath the plague

in it. Not to beware of the occafion of fin, and yet pray,
* Lead us not into temptation,' is, as if one fhould put his finger

in the candle, and yet pray that it may not be burnt. (2.)

Look to your eyes. Much fin comes in by the eye, 2 Pet,
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ii. 4. * Having eyes full of adultery.' The eye tempts the fan*

cy, and the fancy works upon the heart. A wanton amorous
eye may ufher in fin. Eve firtt law the tree of knowledge, and

then (he took, Gen. iii. 6. Firll ihe looked, and then (he loved.

The eye oft fets the heart on (ire ; therefore Job laid a law upon
his eyes, Job xxxi. 1. * I made a covenant with my eyes, why
then (hould I think upon a maid ?' Democrites the philofo-

pher plucked out his eyes, becaufe he would not be tempted
with vain oi)je<5ls : the fcripture doth not bid us do^ lb, but fet

a watch before our eyes. (3.) Look to your lips. Take heed
of any unfeemly word that may enkindle unclean thoughts in

yourCelves or others, 1 Cor. xv. 33. ' Evil communications
corrupt good manners.' Impure difcourfe is the bellows to

blow up tlie fire of luft. Much evil is conveyed to the heart by
the tongue, Pf. cxli. 3. * Set a watch, O Lord, before my
mouth.' (4.) Look in a fpecial manner to your heart, Prov.

iv. 23. * Keep thy iieart with all keeping.' Every one hath

a tempter in iiis own bofom, Matth. xv. ly. * Out of the heart

come evil thoughts.' And thinking of fin makes way for the

acl of (in. Supprefs the firll rifings of fin in your heart. As
the ferpent, when danger is near, keeps his head ; fo keep your
heart, which is the fpring from whence all luilful motions do
proceed. (5.) Look to your attire. We read of the attire of

an harlot, Prov. vii. 10. A wanton drefs is a provocation to

lul]^. Curlings and towerings of the hair, a painted face, naked
breafi;s, are allurements to vanity. Where the bufh ia hung
out, people will go in and talle of the liquor. Hierom faith,

fuch as by their lafcivious attire endeavour to draw others to

lufl;, though no evil follow, yetthefe tempters (hall bepunifhed,

becaufe they offered poilbn to others, though they would not

drink. (6.) Take heed of evil company. Serpimt vitia et m
proxhnum quemqne tranjiliunt. Sen. Sin is a difeafe very catch-

ing : one man tempts another to fin, and hardens him in fin.

There are three cords to draw men to adultery ; the inclination

of the heart, the perfuafion of evil company, and the embraces
of the harlot; and this three-fold cord is not eafily broken, Pf. cvi.

IS. * A fire waskindledin their company.' I may allude to it,

the fire of luft is kindled in bad company. (7.) Beware of go-

ing to plays. A play houfe is oft a preface to a whore-houfe,

Ludi proibentfemina nequitiae We are bid to avoid all appear-

ance of evil : are not plays the appearance of evil ? Such fights

are there, as are not fit to be beheld with chafle eyes; Both
fathers and councils have fhewn their diflike of going to plays.

A learned divine obferves, ** That many have on their death-

beds, confefied with tears, that the pollution of their bodies hath

been occafioned by going to plays. (8.) Take heed of mixed
dancing. Inftrumtnta luxuriae tripudia. From dancing -.peo-
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pie come to dalliance one with another, and from dalliance

to uncleannefs. There is, laith Calvin, for the moll part,

fbme unchafle behaviour in dancing. Dances draw the heart

to foil}' by wanton geftures, by unchafie touches, by kiflful

looks. St. ChryfoUom did inveigh againft mixed dancing in his

time. *' We read (faith he) of a marriage-feafi:, and of virgins

going before with lamps," Mat, xxv. 7. • but of dancing there

we read not.' Many have been enfnared by dancing ; as the
duke of Normandy, and others. Saitatio ad adulleras nonpii-

dicas pertinet, Ambr. Chryfoftom faith, where dancing is,

there the devil is ; I fpeak chiefly of mixed dancing. And,
whereas we read of dances in icripture, Exod. xv. thofe were
fober and modeft. They were not mixed dances, but pious

and religious, being ufually accompanied with finging praifes to

God. (y.) Take heed of iafcivious books, and thole pictures

that provoke to lull ; 1, Books. As the reading of the fcrip-

ture doth Itir up love to God, lb reading of bad books doth ftir

up the mind to wickednefs. I could name one who publifhed

a book to the world full of etfeminate, amorous and wanton ex-

prefifions ; before he died, he was much troubled for it, and did

burn that book, which did make fo many burn in lult. 2. And
to Iafcivious books, I may add Iafcivious pictures, which bewitch
the eye, and are the incendaries of lult. They fecretly con-
vey poifon to the heart, Qui ojpicit innocens afpeftufit nocenS"

Popilh pi6tures are not more prone to ftir up idolatry, than un-

clean pictures are to (lir up to concupilcence. (10.) Take heed
of excefs in diet. When gluttony and drunkennefs lead the

van, chambering and wantonnefs bring up the rear. Vinnm
fomentum lihidinis : any wine inflames luft ? and fulnefs of

bread is made the caufe of Sodom's uncleannefs, Ezek. xvi. 49.

The rankeft weeds grow out of the fattell foil ; uncleannefs pro-

ceeds from excefs, Jer. v. 8. ' When they were ii:d to the iull,

every one neighed after his neighbour's wife.' Get the * gol-

den biidle of temperance.' God allows recruits of nature, and
what may fit us the better for his fervice ; but beware of iur-

feit. Excefs in the creature clouds the niiud, chokes good
u{fe6tions, provokes lull. St. Paul did ' keep under his body,*

1 Cor. ix. 27. '^1 he flelh pampered is apt to rebel. Corpus

impinguatum recakitrat. (11.) Take heed of idlenefs. When
a man is out of a calling, now he is fit to receive any tempta-

tion. We do not ufe to low feed in fallow ground : but the

devil fows moll feed of temptation in fuch as lie fallow. Idle-

nefs is the cauCe of fodomy and uncleannefs, Ezek. xvi. 4i),

When David was idle on the top of his leads, then he efpicd

BathOieba, and took her to him, 2 Sam. xi. 4. Hierom nave
his friend this counfel, to be always well employed in God's

vineyard ; that, when the devil came, he might have no lei-
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Aire to liften to a temptation. (12.) To avoid fornication and

adultery, let every man have a chaile, entire love to his own
wife. Ezekiel's wife was the detire of his eyes, chap. xxiv.

16. When Solomon had diifuaded from ftrange women, he

prefcribesa remedy againfl it, Prov. v. 18. ' Rejoice with the

wife of thy youth.' It is not the having a wife, but the loving

a wife makes a man live chaftly. He who loves his wife, whom
Soloman calls his fountain, will not go abroad to dring of mud--

dy, poifoned waters. Pure conjugal love is a gift of God, and

comes from heaven ; this, like the veftal fire, muft be che-

riflied, that it do not go out. He who loves not his wife, is

the likeKeft perfon to embrace the bofom of a ftranger. (13.)

Labour to get the fear of God into your hearts, Prov. xvi. 6.

* By the fear of the Lord men depart from evil.' As the banks

keep out the water, fo the fear of the Lord keeps out unclean-

nefs. Such as want the fear of God, want the bridle that

ihould check them from fin. How did Jofeph keep from his

miltreiV temptation ? the fear of God pulled him back. Gen.

xxxix. p. * How fhould I do this great wickednefs, and (in

againft God ?' St. Bernard calls holy fear, Janitor animaet
*' the door-keeper of the foul." As a nobleman's porter Hands

at the door, and keeps out vagrants, fo the fear of God (lands

and keeps out all finful temptations from entering. (14.) Get
a delight in the word of God, Pf. cxix. 123. • How fweet is

thy word to my taftel' St. Chryfoftom compares God's word
to a garden. If we walk in this garden, and fuck fweetnefs

from the flowers of the promifes, we (liall never care to pluck

the * forbidden fruit.' Sint cajlae deUciae 7neae fcripturae, Aug,
The reafon why perfonskeep after unchafte, finful pieafures, is,

becaufe they have no better. Caefar riding through a city, and
feeing the women play with dogs and parrots, faid " Sure they

have no children." So they that fport with harlots, it is be-

caufe they have no better pieafures. He that hath once tafted

Chrift in a promife, is ravaflied with delight ; and how would
he fconi a motion to fin ! Job (aid, the word was his * appoint-

ed food,' Jobxxiii. 12. No wonder then he * made acovenant

with his eyes.' (15.) If you would abftain from adultery, ufe

ferious confideration. Confider,

L.God fees thee in the aft of fin. He fees all thy curtain

wickednefs. He is totus ocultts, all eye, Aug. The clouds are

no canopy, the night is no curtain to hide thee from God's eye.

Thou canll not fin, but thy Judge looks on, Jer. xv. 27. * I

have feen thy adulteries and thy neighings.' Jer. xxix. 33.
* They have committed adultery with their neighbours' wives;

even 1 know, and am a witncfs, faith the Lord.'

2. Few that are entangled in the fin of adultery recover out

of the fnare, Prov. ii. 19. * None that go to her return again.*

Vol. I. No. 11. 3 R
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That made ibme of the ancients conclude, thai adultery was an
unpardonable fin: but not fo; David repented, and Mary
Magdalene was a weeping penitent : her amorous eyes that had
fparkied with luil, the leeks to be revenged of them, (he wafli-

ed Chrili's feet with her tears : fo that feme have recovered out
of the fnare. But ' none that go to her return,' that is, * very

few ;' it is rare to hear of any who are enchanted and bewitch-
ed with this fin of adultery, that recover out of it. Ecclef. vji.

26. * Her heart is fnares and nets, and her hands as bands.*
* Her heart is fnares,' that is, fhe is fubtil to deceive thofe who
come to her; and, ' her hands are bands,' that is, her em-
braces are powerful to hold and intangle her lovers. Plutarch
faid of the Perfian kings, * They were captives to their concu-
bines ;' they were fo inflamed, that they had no power to leave

their company. This confideration may make all fearful of

this fin: ' none that go to her return again.' Soft pleafures

harden the heart.

3. Confider what the fcripture faith, and it may ponere obi'

cem, lay a bar in the way to this fin, Mai. iii. 5. * I will be a
fwift witnefs againft adulterers.' It is good when God is a wit-

nefs * for us,' wh^n he witneiTeth for our fincerit.y, as he did
for Job : but it is fad to have God a * witnefs againft us.' * I
(faith God) will be a witnefs againft the adulterer.* And who
iball difprove his witnefs? and be is both witnefs and judge,
Heb. xiii. 4. ' Whoremongers and adulterers God willjudge.'

4. Confider the fad farwel this fin of adultery leaves : it

leaves an hell in the confcience, Prov. xv. 4. ' The lips of a
ftrange woman drop as an honey comb, her end is bitter as

worm-wood.' The goddefs Diana was fo artificially drawn,
that fhe feemed to fmile upon thofe that came into her temple,
but frown on thofe that went out. So the harlot fmiles on her
lovers as they come to her, but at laft conjes the frown and
iling, • a dart ftrikes through their liver,' Prov. vii. 23. * Her
end is bitter.' When a man has been virtuous, the labour is

gone, but the comfort remains : but when he hath been vicious

and unclean, the pleafure is gone, but the fting remains. De-
leciqt in momentum criiciat in aeternum, Jerom. When the
fenfes have been feafted with unchafte pleafures, the foul is left

to pay the reckoning. Stolen waters arefweet.; but, as poifon,

tho' it be fweet in the mouth, it torments the bowels. Sin al-

ways ends in a tragedy. Memorable is that which Fincelius

reports of a prieft in Flanders, who enticed a maid to unclean-
nefs. She obje6led how vile a fin it was; he told her. By
authority from the pope he could commit any fin ; fo at laft

he drew her to his wicked purpofe. But when they had been
together a while, in came the devil, and took away the harlot

from the prieft's fide, and, notwithftanding all her crying out
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carried her away. If all that are guilty of bodily uncleannefs

in this nation, (hould have the devil come and cany them away,
I fear more would be carried away than would be Idt behind.

(1(5.) Pray againil this fin. Luther gave a lady this advice,

that when any lufl; began to rife in her heart, fhe ftiould go to

prayer. Prayer is the bell armour of proof: prayer quenchetlj

the wild fire of luft. If prayer will ' call out the devil,' why
may it not calt out thofe lulls that come from the devil ?

Ufe lilt. ' If the body muft be kept pure from defilement,

much more the foul of a Chrillian muft be kept pure.' This is

the meaning of the commandment, not only that we fhould not
Ilain our bodies with adultery, but that we fiiould keep our
fouls pure. To have a challe body, but an unclean ibul, is

like a fair face with bad lungs ; or a gilt chimney piece, that is

all foot within, I Pet. i. 1(5. * Be ye holy, for I am holy.*

The foul cannot be lovely to God, till it hath Chrill's image
llamped upon it, which image confifts in righteoufnefsand true

holinefs, Eph. iv. 14. The foul mull efpecially be kept pure,

becaufe it is the chief place of God's refidence, Eph. iii. 17.
A king's palace mull be kept clean, efpecially his prefence-

chamber. If the body of the temple, the foul, is the ' holy of

holies,' this mull be coniecrated. We mull not only keep our
bodies from carnal pollution, but our fouls from envy and malice.

Qu. How fJialltce know ourjhuls are pure ?

Anf. 1. If our fouls are pure, then we flee from the appear-
ance of evil, I Thefl\ v. 22. We will not do that which looks

like fin. Whenjofeph's miftrefs did court and tempt him, he
* left his garment in her hand and tied,' Gen. xxxix. 12. It

was fufpicious to be near her. Polycarp would not be feen in

company with Marceon the heretic, becaufe it would not be
good report.

2. If our fouls are pure, this light of purity wJU fiiine forth.

Aaron had ' Holinefs to the Lord' written upon his golden
plate.: where there is fandity in the foul, there * Holinefs to

the Lord is engraven upon our life ;' we are adorned with,

patience, humility, good works, and (hine as * Lights in the
world,' Phil. ii. 15. carry ChrilVs pi6ture in our converfations,

1 John ii. 6. O let us labour for this foul purity !
' without it

there is no feeing of God,' Heb. xii. 14. ' What communion
hath light with darknefs ?' And that we may keep our Ibuls

pure, (1.) Have recourfe to the blood of Chi ill : this iii the

fountain let open for ' Sin and uncleannefs,' Zech. xiii- 1. A
foul fteeped in the brinilh tears of repentance, and bathed in

the blood of ChriH, is made pure. (2.) Pray much for pure-

nels of foul, Pf.. Ii. 10. ' Create in me a clean heart, O God.*
Some pray for children, others for riches ; but pray for foul'

purity. Say, •* Lord, tho' my body is kept pure, yet. Lord,

,
' 3R 2
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my foul is defiled, I pollute all I touch. O purge me with

hyllbp, let Cluill's blood fprinkle me, let the Holy Ghoft come
upon me and anoint me. O make me evangelically pure, that

I may be tranflated to heaven, and placed among the cheru-

bims, where I fhall be as holy as thou wouldft have me to be,

and as happy as 1 can defire to be."

OF THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT.

ExoD. XX. 15. ThouJhalt not fteal.

As the holinefs of God fets himfelf againft uncleannefs,
* Thou flialt not commit adultery ;' fo the juftice of God fets

him againft rapine and robbery, * Thou fhalt not fteal.' The
thing forbidden in the commandment, is meddling with ano-
ther man's propert}', * Thou (halt not fteal.' The civil lawyers
define, y?/r^;Mw, ftealth or theft, to be *' the laying hands un-
juftly on that which is another's ;" the invading another's

right.

Qu. 1. Whence doth theft arife ?

Aiif. 1. The internal caufes are, (1.) Unbelief. A man
hath an high diftruft of God's providence :

' Can God prepare
a table in the wildernefs?' Pf. Ixxviii. 19. So faith the un-
believer, Can God fpread a table for me? No, he cannot.

Therefore he is refolved, he will fpread a table for himfelf, but
it (hall be of other men's coft, and both firft and fecond courfe

Ihall be ferved in with ftolen goods. (2.) Covetoufnefs. The
Greek word for covetoufnefs fignifies ** an immoderate defire

of getting :" this is the root of theft. A man covets more than
his own, and this itch of covetoufnefs makes him fcratch what
he can from another. Achan's covetous humour made him
fteal the wedge of gold, which wedge did cleave afunder his

foul from God, Jofhua vii. 21.

2. The external caufe of theft, is, Satan's folicitation: Judas
was a thief, John xii. 6. How came he to be a thief? * Satan
entered into him,' John xiii. 27. The devil is the great maf-
ter- thief, he robbed us of our coat of innocency, and he per-

fuades men to take up his trade ; he tells men how bravely

they ftiall live by thieving, and how they may catch an eftate.

And as Eve liftened to the ferpent's voice, fo do they ; and, as

birds of prey, live upon fpoil and rapine.

Qu. 2. Hoio many forts of thefts are there?

Anf. I. There is ftealing from God ; and fo they are thieves

who rob any part of God's day from him— * Remember to keep
holy the labbath day.'—Not a part of the day only, but the




