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OF OBEDIENCE TO GOD'S REVEALED WILL.

Deut. xxvii. 9, 10. Take heed UJid hearken, Ifrael, thisday

thou art become the people of the Lord thy God ; thou Jlialt

therefore obey the voice of the Lord thy God, and do his corn-

mandments,

Q. XXXIX. WHAT is the duty that God requireth of
man ?

Anf. Obedience to his revealed will.

It is not enough to hear God's voice, but we muft obey.
Obedience is a part of that honour we owe to God, MaL i. 6.
* If I be a Father, where is my honour?' Obedience carries iu

it the life-blood of religion. ' Obey the voice of the Lord God,
and do his commandments.' Obedience without knowledge is

blind, and knowledge without obedience is lame. Rachel was
fair to look upon ; but, being barren, faid, * Give me children,

or I die :' fo, if knowledge doth not bring forth the child of
obedience, it will die, I Sam. xv. 22. * To obey is better than
lacrifice.' Saul thought it was enough for him to offer facri-

fices, though he difobeyed God's command : no, ' to obey is

better than lacrifice.' God difclaims facrifice, if obedience be
wanting, Jer. vii, 22. ' 1 fpake not to your fathers concerning
burnt-oiierings, but this thing commanded I them, faying,

obey my voice.' Not but that God did enjoin thofe religious

rites of worfliip ; but the meaning is, God looked chiefly at

obedience ; without which, facrifice was but devout foily. The
end why God hath given us his laws, is obedience, Lev. xviii.

4. ' Ye (hall do my judgments, and keep my ordinances.'

What doth a king pubhih an edi6l but that it may be obferved ;

Q. 1. JVhat is the ride of obedience P

Anf The written word, that is, proper obedience which the

word requires ; our obedience muft correfpond with the word,
as the copy with the original. To feem to be zealous, if it be
not accordmg to the word, is not obedience, but will- worfliip,

Popilh traditions, which have no footing in the word, are

abominable ; and God will lay, Qu'is quce/ivet hcec ? W^ho hath
required this at your hand ? Ifa. i. 12. The apofile condemns
the worfliipping of angels, which had a (hew of humility, Col.

ii. IS. The Jews might fay they were loth to be fo bold as to

go to God in their own perfons, they would be more humble,
and proltrate themfelves before the angels, and defire them to

prefent their petitions to God ; this (hew of humility was hate-

ful to God, becauie there was no word to warrant it.
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Q. 2. What are the right ingredients in our obedience to maJce

it acceptable? how mujl it be qiialijied?

All/. 1. Obedience mull be cum animi prohibio^ free and
clieeiiul, elfe it is penance, not facrifice, Ifa. i. ly. * If ye be
willing- and obedient.* Tho' we ierve God with weaknefs, let

it be with wijlingnefs. You love to fee yourfervants go cheer-

fully about your work. Under the law, God would have a
free-will ofi'ering, Deut. xvi. 10. Hypocrites obey God grudg-
ingly, and againft their will ; they dofacere bonuniy but not
velle. Cain brought his lacrifice, but not his heart. 'Tis a
true rule, Quicquid cor nan facit, nan fit : what the heart doth
not, is not done. Willingnefs is the Ibul of obedience ; God
fometimes accepts of willingnefs without the work, but never
of the work without willingnefs. Cheerfulnefs ftiewsthat there

is love in the duty ; and love doth to our fervices, as the fun
doth to the fruit, mellow and ripen them, and make them come
off with a better relilh.

2. Obedience mull be devout and fervent, Rom. xii. 11.
* Fervent in fpirit,' &c. Qua ebullit prce ardore; it alludes to

water that boils over : lb ihe heart mull boil over with hot af-

fe6lions in the fervice of God. The glorious angels, who, for

their burning in fervour and devotion, are called Seraphims ;

t.hefe God chufeth to ferve him in heaven. The fnail under the
law was unclean, becaufe a dull flothtul creature : obedience
without fervency, is like a facrifice without lire. Why fliould

not our obedience be lively and fervent? God defervesthe flower

and (Irength of our affections. Doniitian would not have his

ftatue carved in wood or iron, but in tjold ; lively a'ffedlions make
golden fervices. It is fervency makes obedience acceptable ;

Elijah was fervent in fpirit, and his prayer opened and fhut

heaven : and again he prayed, and fire fell on his enemies,

S Kings i. 10. Elijah's prayer fetched fire from heaven, becaufe,

being fervent, it carried fire up to heaven : quicquid decorum
exfide proficitur. A ug.

3. Obedience mull be extenfive, it mufl reach to all God's
commands, Plal. cxlx. (j. • Then fhall I not be afhamed, (or,

as it is in the Hebrew, lo Ehofli, blufh) when I have refpe6l to

all thy commandments. Quicquid propter Deum fit equaliter

fit. There is a flamp of divine authority upon all God's com-
mands; and, if I obey one precept becaufe God commands, I

niuft obey all : true obedience runs through all duties of reli-

gion, as the blood through all the veins, or the fun through all

the figns of the zodiac. A good Chrillian makes gofpel-piety

and moral equity kifs each other. Herein fome dilcover their

hypocrify* they will obey God in fome things which are more
facile, and may raile their repute; but other things they leave

undone, Mark x. 21. ' One thing is lucking,' ununi deeji.
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Herod would hear John Baptift, but not leave his inceft : feme
will pray, but not give alms; others will give abiis, but not

pray, Mat. xxiii. 23. * Ye pay tithes of mint and anife, and
have negle6led the weiohiier matters of the law, judgment,
mercy and faith.' The badger hath one foot fluirter than the

other : to thefe are fhorter in Ibme duties than in others. God
likes not fuch partial fervants, that will do Ibme part of the work
he fets them about, and leave the other undone.

4. Obedience muft be fincere, viz. We mull aim at the glory

of God in it. Finis fpecificat actionem ; in religion the end is

all. 7'he end of our obedience muft not be to Itop the mouth
of confcience, or to gain applaufe or preferment; but that we
may grow more like God, and bring more glory to God, 1 Cor.
X. 31. ' Do all to the glory of God.' That which hath fpoiled

many glorious actions, and made them lofe their reward, is,

when men's aims have been wrong : the Pharifees gave alms,
but blew a trumpet, that they might have glory of men, Mat.
vi. 2. alms (hould fliine, but not blaze. Jehu did well in de-

liroying the Baal-worfhippers, and God conmiended him for it;

but, becaufe his aims were not good (he aimed at fettling him-
felf in the kingdom) therefore God looked upon it as no better

than murder, Hof. i. 4, * I will avenge the blood of Jezreel

upon the houfe of Jehu.' , O let us look to our ends in obedi-

ence ; it is pofTible the a6lion may be right, and not the heart,
'2 Chron. xxv. 2. ' Amaziah did that which was right in the

fight of the Lord, but not with a perfect heart. ^ Two things

are chiefly to be eyed in obedience, the principle, and the end :

a child of God though he (hoots (hort in his obedience, yet he
takes a right aim.

o. Obedience muft be in and through Chrift, Eph. i. 6.
* He hath accepted us in the beloved.' Not our obedience,

butChrift's merits, procure acceptance : we muft, in every part

of worlhip tender up Chrift to God in the arms of our faith :

imlefs we ferve God thus, in hope and confidence ofChrift's

merit's, we do rather provoke God, than pleafe him. As,
when king Uzziah would offer incenfe without a prieft, God
was angry with him, and ftruck him with leprofy, 2 Chron,
xxvi. It), fo when we do not come to God in and tlirough Chrift,

we ofter up incenfe to God without a prieft ; and what can we
expe6l but fevere rebukes ?

6. Obedience muft be conftant, Pfal. cvi. 3. * Bleffed is he
who doth righteoulhefs at all times.' True obedience is not
like an high colour in a fit, but it is a right languine ; it is like

the fire on the altar, which was always kept burning, Lev. vi.

13. Hypocrites' obedience is but for a lealon ; it is like plas-

tering work, which is foon waflied oft': but true obedience is

conftant; tho' we meet with aftliclion, we muft go on in our
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obedience, Job xvii. 9. * The righteous dial! hold on his way/
We liave vowed conftancy ; we have vowed to renounce the

pomp and vanities of the world, and to fight under Chrift's ban-
ner to death. When a fervant hath entered into covenant with
his mailer, and the indentures are fealed, then he cannot go
back, he mull ferve out his time : there are indentures drawn
in baptifm, and in the Lord'sfupper the indentures are renewed
and fealed on our part, that we will be faithful and conftant in

our obedience ; therefore we mult imitate Chrifl, who became
obedient to the death, Phil. ii. 8. The cro.vn i» fet upon the
head of perfeverance. Rev. ii. 26. • He that keeps my words
unto the end, to him will I give the morning-liar.'

Ufe 1. This indi6ts fuch who live in a contradi6lion to this

text : they have caft off the yoke of obedience, Jer. xhv. 16.
* As for the word which thou haft fpoken to us in the name of
the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee.' God bids men pray
in their family, they live in the total negle6l of it : he bids them
fanctify the fabbath, they follow their pleafures on that day:
God bids them abllain from the appearance of fin, they do not
abftain from the a6l ; they live in the act of revenge, in the acl

of uncleannels. This is an high contempt of God ; it is re-

bellion, and rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft.

Q. Whence is it that men do not obey God ? They know their

duly, yet do it not ?

Anf. 1. The not obeying of God is for want of faith, Ifa.

liii. 1. Qids credidet ? ' Who hath believed our report?' Did
men believe fin were ^o bitter, that hell followed at the heels of
it, would they go on in fin ? Did they believe there were fuch a
reward for the righteous, that godlinefs were gain, would they
not purine it? but they are atheifls, not fully captivated into

the belief of thefe things ; hence it is they obey not. This is

Satan's mafter-piece, his draw-net by which he drags millioiis to

hell, by keeping them in infidelity ; he knows, it he can but
keep them from believing the truth, he is lure to keep them
from obeying it.

2. The not obeying God is for want of felf-denial. God
commands one thing, and men's lufts command another ; and
they will rather die than deny their lufi^s : now, if lull cannot
be denied God cannot be obeyed.

Ufe 2. Obey God's voice. This is the beauty of a Chriftian.

Q. What are the great arguments or incentives to obedience?

Anf. 1. Obedience makes us precious to God; we (hall be
his favourites, Exod. xix. 5. ' If ye will obey my voice, ye
fhall be a peculiar trealure to me above all people:' you Ihall

be my portion, my jewels, the apple of mine eye, ' I will give

kingdoms for your ranfora.' Ifa. xliii. S.

2, There is nothing loft by obedience. To obey God's will
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IS the way to have our will, (l.) Would we have a bleffing in

our eftates, let us obey, Deut. xxviii. 1,3. 'If thou fliult

hearken to the voice of the Lord, to do all his comniandments,

blefled (halt thou be in the field : bleffed fliall be thy baflvet and
thy (lore.' To obey, is the befl way to thrive in our e(1ates.

(2.) Would we have a blefiTing in our fouls, let us obey, Jer.

vii. 23. ' Obey, and I will be your God.' My Spirit (hall be

your guide, fan6tifier, and comforter, Heb. v. 9. ' Chrift be-

came the author of eternal falvation to all them that obey him.'

While we pleafe God, we pleafe ourfelves ; while we give him
the duty, he gives us the dowry. We are apt to fay, as Ama-
ziah, 2 Chron. xxv. 9. ' Wiiat (hall we do for the hundred
talents?' V^ou lee you lofe nothing by obeying; the obedient

fon hath the inheritance fettled on him. Obey, and you fhall

have a kingdom, Luke xii. 32. ' It is your Father's good plea-

fure to give you a kingdom.'
3. What a fin difobedience is ; Ift, It is an irrational fin.

(1.) We are not able to (land it out in defiance againft God,
1 Cor. x. 22. • Are we (tronger than he ?' will the finner go

to meafure arms with God? he is the Father Almighty, who.
can command legions : if we have no (Irength to refill him, it

is irrational to difobey him. 2, It is irrational ; as it is againft

all law and equity : we have our daily fubfiftence from God ; in

him we live and move : is it not equal, that as we live by him,
we (hould live to him ? that as God gives us our allowance, fb

we (hould give him our allegiance ?

2dli/, It is a deflirudive fin, 2 Thefl'. i. 7, 8. * The Lord
Jefus fhall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in

flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that obey not the gof-

pel.' He who refufeth to obey God's will in commanding, (hall

be fure to obey his will in punilhing. The finner, while he thinks

to flip the knot of obedience twills the cord of his own damna-
tion ; he perifheth without excufe ; he hath no plea or apology

to make for himfelf, Luke xii. 47. ' The fervant which knew
his lord's will, but did it not, (hall be beaten with many (tripes.*

God will fay why did you not obey ? you know how to do
good, but did it not; therefore your blood is upon your owa
head.

Q. What meansJhall we ufe that we may obey ?

Anf. y. Serious conjideration. Confider, God's commands
are not grievous : he commands nothing unreafonable, I John
V. 3. It is eafier to obey the commands of God than fin : the

commands of fin are burthenfome ; let a man be under the power

of any lull-, how doth he tire himfelf? what hazards doth he

run, even to the endangering his health and foul, that he may
fatisfy his lulls ? what tediousjournies did Antiochus Epiphanes

take in perfecuting the Jews? Jer. ix, 5. * They weary

Vol. I. Na. 7. T t
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themfelves to commit iniquity :' and are not God's command*
more ealy to obey ? Chryfoftom faith, virtue is eafier than vice ;

temperance is lefs burdenfome than dninkennefs. Some have
gone with lefs pains to heaven, than others have to hell.

Conjkleration 2. God commands nothing but what is bene-

ficial, Deut. X. 12, 13. * O Ifrael, what doth the Lord require

of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, and to keep his ftaCutes,

which I command thee this day, for thy good ?' I'o obey God,
is not fo much our duty as our privilege : his commands carry

meat in the mouth of them. He bids us repent ; and why?
that our fins may be blotted out, A6ls ii. IJ). He commands
us to believe ; and why ? that we may be faved, A6ts xvi. 31.

Tliere is love in every command : as if a king fliould bid one of

his fubje6ts dig in a gold mine, then take the gold to himfelf.

2. Earnejl J'uppUcation. Implore the help of the Spirit to

carry us on in obedience : God's Spirit makes obedience eafy and
delightful. If the load-ltone draw the iron, now it is not hard
for the iron to move : If God's Spirit quicken and draw the heart,

now it is not hard to obey. When a gale of the Spirit blows,

now we go full fail in obedience. Turn that promife into a
prayer, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. * I will put ray Spirit within you, and
cauleyod to walk in my ftatutes.' The promife encourageth us,

the Spirit enables us to obedience.

OF LOVE.

The rule of obedience being the moral law, compre-
hended in the Ten Commandments, the next queflion is,

Qu. XLII. What is thefiim of the Ten Commandments ?

Anf. The fum of the Ten Commandments is, to love the

Lord our God with all our heart, with all our foul, with all

our llrength, and with all our mind, and our neighbour as our-

ielves.

Deut. vi. 5. ' Thou ftralt love the Lord thy God, with all

thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy might.' The
duty called for, is love, yea, the flrength of love, ' with all thy

heart:' God will lofe none of our love. Love is the foul of

religion, and that which goes to the right conilituting a Chril-

tian : love is the queen of the graces ; it fliines and fparkles in

God's eye, as the precious itpnes did on the breaft-plate of

Aaron.
Qu. 1. What is love?

Anf. It is an holy fire^- kindled in the affe6tions, whereby
a Chriiiian is carried out flrongly after God as the fupreme
God.




