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God would give us of the refidue of his Spirit, Mai. ii, 15.
we may move more vigoroufly in the fphere ot religion.
As God is a fpirit, fo the reward that
Ufe 3. Of comfort
that is the excellency of it.
As the chief
he gives is Ipiritual
tliat

that

i

;

blelfings he gives us in this life are fpiritual bieffihgs, Eph. i. .3.
he gives Chrift his love
he tills us with
not gold and filver
grace
fo the main rewards he gives us after this life are Ipiritual, * a crown of glory that fadeth not away,'
1 Pet. v. 4.
Earthly crowns fade, but the believer's crown, being fpiritual,
" It is impolfible (faith
is immortal, a never-fading crown.
Julius vScaliger) for that which is fpiritural to be fubjedt to change
This may comfort a Chrillian in all his labours
or corruption."
and futferings
he lays out himfelf for God, and hath little or
no reward here; but remember, God, who is a fpirit, will give
fpiritual rewards, a fight of his face in heaven, white robe.s, a
weight of glory. Be not then weary of God's fervice
think
of the fpiritual reward, a crown of glory which fadeth not
;

;

:

;

;

away*
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implies,

God's omniprefence
the Greek word for infinite, fignifies * without bounds or limits:'
God is not confined to any
place, he is infinite, and fo is prefent in all places at once.
His centre is every where, Divina effentia nufjuam inclufa aut
excbifa, Aug. 1 Kings viii. 27.
Behold, the heaven, and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee.'
This the Turks have a
notion of, they build their temples open on the top, to (hew
1.

;

'

that God cannot be confined to their temples, or circumfcribed,
but is in all places by liis prefence.
God's elfence is not limited either to the regions above, or to the terreftrial globe, but
his whole efience is every where
As
this is to be infinite.
philofophers fay of the foul, it is, Totain tola, ettota in qaulibet
parte : the foul is in every part of the body, in the eye, heart,
foot
fo we may lay of God, he is nbique, his effence is every
where, his circuit is in heaven and in earth, and fea, and he is
* This is
in all places of his circuit at once
to be infinite.'
God, who bounds every thing elfe, is himfelf without bounds
he fet bounds to the fea, Hue i/fque, ' Hitherto llialt thou come,
and no further.' He fets bounds to the angels
thev, like the
;

:

:

.

;
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cherubims, move and (land at his appointment, Ezek. x, 10.
He u-4io can fpan the heabut he is infinite, without bounds.
vens, and weigh the earth in a pair of fcales, mud needs be infinite, Ila. xl. 22.

Obj. Vorjiins, That God is in all places at once^ but not in
regard of his ejjence, hut, Virtute et potentia, by his virtue and
as the body of the fun is in heaven, it only fends forth
influence
its beams and influences to the earth ; or as a king, who is in all
places of his kingdom authoritative, by his power and authority,
but he is perfonally in his throne.
Anf. But to anfwer God, who is infinite, is in all places at
for, if his
once, not only by his influence, but by his effence
effence fills afl places, then he mull needs be there in perlbn.
But, Ergo, minor in, Jer. xxiii. 24. * Do not I fill heaven and
;

;

;

earth.'

Obje6l. But doth not

God fay, heaven

is

his

throne? Ifaiah

Ixvi. 1.

an humble heart is his throne, Ifa.
heart is his throne, in regard of hisgracions prefence; and yet neither of thefe thrones will hold him,
for the heaven of heavens cannot contain him.
Obje«5t. But if God be infinite in all places, then he is in places
impure, and mingles with that impurity ?
Anf. Though God be in all places, in the heart of a finner by
his infpeftion, and in hell by his juft;ice, yet he doth notmingle
with that impurity, or receive the leafl tin6ture of evil. Divina
No
natura non eft immifla rebus aut fordibus inquinota, Aug.
more than the fun fhining on a dunghill is defiled, or its beauty
fpotted, or than Chrift going among finners was defiled, his
Godhead was a fufiicient antidote againfl infe6tion.
Reafon why God mufl; needs be infinite in all places at once,
not only in regard of the fimplicity and purity of his nature, but
in regard of his power, which being fo glorious who can fet him
bounds, or prel'cribe him a circuit to walk in ? It is as if the drop
fhould go to limit the ocean, or the ftar to fet the fun its hounds.
Ufe 1. Itconderans the Papifls, who would make more things

Anf. It

Ivii.

infinite

is

alfo faid, that

The humble

15.

than the Godhe,\d

:

They

hold

that Chrift's body

is

in

heaven, and in the bread and
wine in the ficrament. Though Chrift as he is God is infinite,
and in all places at once, yet as man he is not: Chrift, when
he was on earth, his manhood was not in heaven, though his
Godhead was; and now he is in heaven, his manhood is not
on earth, though his Godhead be; Heb. x. 5. it is fpoken of
A body thou haft prepared me.' This body cannot be
Chriil,
for then it is no more a body, but a fpirit
in all places at once
Chrilt's body in heaven, though it be glorified, it isnotdeified ;

many

pU^ces at once, that

it is
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'
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fo it muft be, if it be both
and wine by tranfubllantiation.

not infinite, for

it is

in the bread

God

heaven, and

in

be infinite, prefent

in all places at once, then it is certhings in his own perlbn
he needs no proxies
or deputies to help him to carry on his government.
He is in
all places at an inllant, and manageth uU aJfairs both in the

If

tain

he governs

all

;

A

king cannot be in all places of his kingearth and heaven.
in his own perfon, therefore he is fain to govern by deputies
and vicegerents, and they often pervert juftice but God, being
infinite, needs no deputies, he is prelent in all places, he fees all
with his own eyes, and hears all with his own ears he is every
where in his own perfon, therefore is fit to be the judge of the
world, he will do every one right.
If God be infinite by hisomniprefence, then fee the greatnefs
and immenfenefd ofthe divine Majeftyt What a great God do
Lord, is the greatwe ferve? I Chron. xxix. 11. ' Thine,
nefs, and the glory, and the majefty, and thou art exalted as
head above all.* Well may the fcripture difplay the greatnefs
He tranfcends our
of his glory, who is infinite in all places.
weak conceptions how can our finite underllanding comprehend him who is infinite? He is infinitely above all our praifes,
Neh. ix. 5. ' Biefi^ed be thy glorious name, which is exalted
above all blefiing and praife.'
what a poor nothing is man,
when we think of God's infinitenefsl As the liars dilappear at
the rifing of the fun,
how doth man fiirink into nothing,
when infinite Majelty fliines forth in his glory Ifa. xl. 15.
* The nations are as a drop of the bucket,
or the fniall dull of
the balance!'
what a little of that drop are we! The heathens
thought they had fufficiently praifed Jupiter, when they called
him Great Jupiter. Of what immenfe majefty is God, who
fills all places at once! His excellent greatnels, Plal. cl. ^.
If
God be infinite, filling heaven and earth, fee what a full portion
the faints have ; they have him for their portion, who is infinite.
His fulnefs is an infinite fulnefs and he is infinitely fweet, as
well as infinitely full
if a conduit be filled with wine, here is a
fweet fulnefs, but ftill it is finite ; but God is a fweet fulnefs,
and it is an infinite. He is infinitely full of beauty, of love;
his riches are called unfearchable, Eph. iii. 8. becaufe they are
infinite.
Stretch your thoughts as much as you can, there is
that in God exceeds
it is an infinite fulnefs.
He is faid to do
abundantly for us, above all that we can afk, Eph. iii. ^0.
What can an ambitious fpirit aflc ? He can afk crowns and kingdoms, millions of worlds but God can give more than we can
hH/p; becaufe he is infinite, nay, or think
we can think, what
if all the dull were turned to filver, if every flower were a ruby,
every land in the fea a diamond : yet God can give more than
we can think, becaufe he is infinite
how rich are they who
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have the infinite God for their portion! Well might David fay,
• The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, the lines are fallea
iinto me in pleafant places, and I have a goodly heritage,* Plal,
We may go with the bee from flower to flower,
xvi. 5, (j.
but we fhall never have full fatisfadion till we come to the infinite God.
Jacob laid, • I have enough ;' in the Hebrew,
•' 1 have all," Gen. xxxiii. 11. becaufe he had the infinite God
for his portion.
God being an infinite fulnefs, there is no fear
of want for any of the heirs of heaven
though there be millions
of faints and angels, which have a fliare in God's riches, yet he
hath enough for them all, becaufe he is infinite.
Though a
thoufand men behold the fun, there is light enough in the fun
;

them

many

buckets into the fea, there is
Though an innumerable
company ot laints and angels are to be filled out of God's fulnefs, yet God, being infinite, he hath abundantly enough to
fatisfy ihem.
God hath land enough to give to all his heirs,
there can he no want in that which is infinite.
If God be infinite, he fills all places, is every where prefent
tliis is fad to the wicked, God is their enemy, and they cannot
efcape him, nor flee from him, for he is every where prefent
they are never out of his eye, nor out of his reach, Pfal. xxi.
8. * Thy hand fliall find out all thy enemies.'
What caves or
thickets can men hide in, that God cannot find them
go where
*
they will, he is prefent, Pfal. cxxxix. 7Whither fliall I flee
from thy prefence?' If a man owes a debt to another, he may
make fome efcape, and flee into another land, where the
* But whither
creditor cannot find him.
fliall I flee from thy
prefence ?' God is infinite, he is in all places ; fo that he will
find out his enemies and punifli them.
Obje6l. But is it notfaidy Cain went out from the prefence of
for

all

put never

:

water enough

lb

in the lea to

fill

them.

:

Lord? Gen. iv. 16.
The meaning is, he went out from the church of God,
where were the vifible figns of God's prefence, and where God
the

Anf.

did
ple

a fpecial manner, manifefl; his fweet prefence to his peobut Cain could not go out of God's fight
for God being
infinite, is every where prefent.
Sinners can neither go from
an accufingconlcience, nor a revenging God.
If God be every where prefent, then for a Chriftian to walk
with God is not impoffible. God is not only in heaven, but he
js in earth too, Ha. Ivi. 1.
Heaven is his throne, there he fits;
the earth is his footftool, there he fiands.
He is every where
* Enoch
prefent, therefore we may come to walk with God
walked with God,' Gen. v. 21. If God was confined to heaven, a trembling foul might think,
can I converfe with
pod, how can I walk with him who lives in exceljis, above the
in

:

;

:

How

Vpper region

}

but

God

is

not confined to heaven, he

is

omni-
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lie is about us, he is near to us,
be not far from the adembly of the
He (lands in the congresfation of the mighty,' Pfal.
faints.
Ixxii. 1.
He is prefent with us, God is in every one of us fo
In heaven the
that here on earth we may walk with God.
To walk
faints red with him, on earth they walk with him.

prefent

A6ls

;

he

xvii.

is

'-27.

above us, yet

*

Though

lie

;

With God, is to walk by faith we are faid to draw nigh to
God, Heb. x. 22. and to fee him, Heb. xi. 27- As feeina^
liim who is invifible ;' and to have fellowfliip with him. Hoi'.
i. 3.
Our fellowfliip is with the Father.' Thus we may take
;

'

*

(It is a flighting of God
a turn with him every day by faith
not to walk with him
if a king be in prefence, it is a flighting
him, to negle6t him, and walk with the page) there is no walk
Pfalm Ixxxix. 16.
in the world fo fweet as to walk with God
*
They fliall walk in the light of thy countenance,' Pfal.
'
cxxxviii. 5,
Yea, they fhall fing in the ways of the Lord ;'
it is like walking among beds of fpices, which fend forth a
fragrant perfume.
life 2. If God be infinite in his glorious eflence, learn toadmire, where you cannot fathom.
The angels wear a vail, they
cover their faces, as adoring this infinite majefty, Ifu. vi. 3.
Elias wrapped himfelf in a mantle when God's glory paffed by.
Admire where you cannot fathom. Job xi. 7. ' Canft thou by
fearching find out God ? Here we fee fome beams of his glory,
:

:

:

we
his

him in the
image fliines

fee

glafs of the creation
in the faints;

who

;

we

fee

him

in his pitture,

can but fearch out

all his

glory? What angel can meafure thefe pyramids?
* Canll thou
by fearching hud out God ?' he is infinite.
can no more fearch out his infinite perfe6lions, than a man upon
the top of the highefl mountain can reach the firmament, or
take a liar in his hand.
have God-admiring thoughts!
Adore where you cannot fathom there are many myileries in
nature which we cannot fathom
why the fea fliould be higher
than the earth, yet not drown it
why Nilus (hould overflow in
fummer, when, by the courfe of nature, the waters are lowefi;;
how the bones grow in the womb; Eccl. xi. 3. If theft things
oppofe us, how may the infinite myfi;eryof the Deity tranfcend
our moft raifed inteUe<5tuals
the geometrician, if he can,
with a pair of ccmpafies, meafure the breadth of the earth. So
unable are we to meafure the infinite perfe6lions of God.
In
heaven we fliall fee God clearly, but not fully, for he is infinite:
he will communicate himfelf to us, according to the bignels of
our vefl'el, but not the immenfenefs of his nature.
Adore then
where you cannot fathom.
If God be infinite in all places, then let us not go to limit
God, Pfal. ixxxviii.41. * They limited the holy Oneof Ifrael.'
It is a limiting God to confine him within the narrow compafs
efl'ential
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Reafon thinks God muft go fuch a way to work,
This is to limit God to
or the bufincfs will never be eff'edled.
whereas he is infinite, and his ways are pall finding
our realbn
In the deHverance of the church, it is a
out, Rom. xi. 33.
limiting God, either to fethima time, orprefcribehimamethod
God will deliver Zion, but he will be left to
for deliverance.
his own liberty ; he will not be tied to a place, to a time, to an
inflrunient: this were to limit him, and then he Ihould not be
of our reafon.
:

God will go his own way, he will poie and nonplus
realbn, he will work by improbabilities, he will fave in fuch a
way, as we think he will dcliroy ; now he aclblike himfelt, like
infinite.

an

infinite

wonder-working God.

OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.
• For the Lord is a God of knowledge, and
by him
Glorious things are fpoken
a6lionsare weighed,* 1 Sam. ii. 3.
of God ; he tranfcends our thoughts, and the ange!-; praifes.
God's glory lies chiefly in his attributes, which are She feveral
beams by which the divine nature fliines forth. Among other
of his orient excellencies, this is not the It aft, The Lord is a
God of
God of knowledge; or as the Hebrew word is, *
knowledges.'
Through the bright mirror of his own eifence,
he hath a full idea and cognilance of all things ; the world is to
him a tranfparent body. He makes an heart-anatomy ; Rev.
25. ' I am he which fearcheth the reins and the heart.'
ii.
The clouds are no canopy, the night is no curtain to draw between usand his fight, Plal.cxxxix. 12. ' Thedarknefs hideth
not from thee.'
There is not a word we whifper, but God
hears it, Plal. cxxxix. 4. * There is not a word in my tongue,
but lo,
Lord, thou knoweft it altogether.' There is not the
moft fubtil thought comes into our mind, but God perceives it,
Thoughts fpeak as loud
Ifa. Ixv. 8. • I know their thoughts.'
All our actions, though
in God's ears, as words do in ours.
never fo fubtilly contrived, and fecretly conveyed, are vifible to
the eye of omnilciency, Ifa. Ixvi. 18. * I know their works.'
Achan hid the BabylonKh garment in the earth, but God brought
Minerva was drawn in fuch curious
it to light, Jofh. vii. 21.
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which way foever one turned, Minerva's eyes were upon him; fo, which way foever we
turnourfelves, ftill God's eye is upon us, Jobxxvii. 16. ' Doft
thou know the balancing of the clouds; the wondrous works of
him that is perfe(5t in knowledge.^' God knows whatever is
knowable ; he knows future contingencies. He foretold Ifrael's
coming out of Babylon, and the virgin's conceiving. By thi§
colours, and fo lively penciled, that

