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XXVL HOW doth

Chrift

exmde

the office of a

king f

A. Irt fubduing us td hitttfelf, in I'uling dnd defending us,
and in feftraining &nd conquefin? all his and our enemies.
N6W ofChriU'g rpgal office, Rev. xix. 16.
And he hath
on his vcfture, and on his thigh, a name written, Kingof king^,
6nd Lord of fords.'
Jefus Chrift is of mighty renown, he is a king ; he hath a
kingly title, ' High and Mighty,' Ifa. Ivii. 13.
2. He hath
*

his infigma tegalla his eufigns of royalty, corona eji in/igrie re-

His crown, Rev. vi. 2.
:
Gird thy Avord upon fhy thigh.'

gion putejiath

S.

*

His fvvord, Pialm xlv.
His fceptre, Heb. i.

* A fceptre of righteoufnels is the fceptre
of thy kingdom.*
His ej'cntchcon, or coat-armout he gives the lion in his
SrWs, Rev. V. 5. * The lion of the tribe of judah.'
And he
is, the text faith, ' King of kings.'
He hath a pre-erninence
Of all other kings, he is called, * the Prince of the kings of the
^rth,' Rev. i. .3.
He nuift needs be fo, for, * by him kings
reign,' Prov. viii. 15.
They hold their crowns by itnmediate
tenure from this great king.
Chrift infinitely outvies all other
princes
he hath the higheft throne, the largeft dominions, and
the longeft poffeftion, Heb. i. 8. * Thv throne , O God, is for
^ver and ever.'
Chrift hath many heirs, but no fucceflbrs.
Well may he be called King of kings, for he hath an unlimited

8.

S.

;

;

the power of other kings is limited, but Chrifl's power
•
unlimited, Pfal. cxxxv. 6.
Wbaffoevet he pleafed, that
did he, in heaven and earth, and in the fea.'
Chnft's power
The angels take the oath of allegiance
is as large as his will.
* Let all the angels of God worfliip him.'
to him, Heb. I. 6.
Q. Hoic Chrift comes to he King P
A. Not by ulurpation, but legally? Chrift holds his crown
by immediate tenure from heaven. God the Father hath decreed
him to be king, Pfal. ii. 5, d. * I have fet my king upon my
I will declare the decree.'
holy hill
God hath anointed and
fealed him to his regal office, John vi. 27. ' Him hath God
the Father fealed.'
God hath fet the crown upon his head.
Q. In h-hat/crf& is Chrif king 9
A. Two ways, 1. In reference to his people. And, 2. In
teference to his enemies.
It was
I. In reference to his people
(1.) To govern them.
pfophefied of Chrift before he was born. Mat. ii. 6. * And
!t>;oij, Bethlehem, art n^)t the leail among the princes of Judah

power

;

is

:

'

:
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out of thee

ITrad.'

head,
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fliall come a governor that (hall rule my people
n vain thing for a king to have a crown on his

he have a fceptre ia his hand to
PVhere doth Chrijt rule 9
unleft,

rule.-

A, His kingdom is fpiritual He rules in the hearts of men.
lets up his throne where no other ki*ig- doth, he rules the
he iubdues
will and atfedtions, his power binds the contcience
men's JulLs, Mic. vii. 19. ' He wiUlubdue our iai<^uitifis.'
Q. WhMt doth Chrijt rule by ?
4' By lPM\ and by lovie\ l. He rules by law. It ie one of
the /wra regalia, the flowers of the crown to ena<^l laws ; Chrift
the law of faith^
as king makes laws, and by his laws he rules
* believe in the Lord
Jelus ;* the law of fanAity, 1 Pet. i. 15.
* Be ye holy in all manner of converfation.*
Many would admit
Cbriib to be their advocate to plead for tlieni, but not their king
to rule them.
^, He rules by love ; he is a king full of mercy and clemency, as he hath a fceptre in his hand, (o an olive branch of
p<?ace in his mouth.
Though he be the Lion of the tribe of
Judah for majefty, yet the Lamb of God for meeknefs.
His
regal rod liath honey at tlie end of it.
He flieds abroad his
love into the hearts of his (ubje6ls
he'rules them with promifes
as well as precepts.
This makes all his fubje<^s become volunteers ; they are willing to pay their allegiance to him, Plal.
'
ex. 3.
I'by people fliali be a willing people.'
as Chrift hath a
(^.) Chrift is a king to defend his people
fceptre to rule theia, fo a fiiield to defend them, Pf. iii. 3.
* Thou,
Lord, art a fljiejd for me.' When Antiochus di<l
rage furioufty again ft the Jews, he took away the vetfels of th«
Lord's houfe, fet up an idol in the temple; then this great
king, called Michael, di<l (land up for them to defend them.
Pan. xii. I. Chrift preferves hi* church as a fpark in the ocean,
as a flock of (heep among wolves.
That the fea ftiould be
higher than the earth, a«d yet not drown it, is a wonder: fo,
that the wicked (hould be fo much higher tlian the church in.
power, and not devour it, \s, becaufe Chrift hath this inlcription on his vefture and his thigh, KING of Kings
Pf. cxxiv.
• If it had
2.
not been the Lprd, who was on our (ide, they
had fwallowed us up.'
Tliey fay, lions are injbnnies, they
have little or ao deep
it is true of the Lion of the tribe of Judah, he never (lumbers aor flssep^, but watcheth over his church
'
to defend it
Ifa, xxvii, i^, 3.
Sing ye unto her, a vineyard
of red wine; I the Lord do keep it, i«ft any hurt it, 1 will
keep it night and day.'
If the enemies deftroy the church, it
moft be at a time when it is neither night «orday, for Chrift
keeps it day and night.
Chrift is laid to carry his church, aj
the eagle her young one?, upon hex wioge, Exod. kjx. 4.
Th«
:
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arrow mud firft hit the eagle before it can hurt the young onef,
and fhoot through her wings: the enemies muCt firit ftrike
through Chrift, before they can dellroy his church.
Let the
wind and (torms be up, and the church ahnofl covered with
waves, yet ChriiVis in the fliip of the church, and lb long there
is no danger offhipwreck.
Nor will Chrill only defend his
church, as he is king, but deliver it, 2 Tim. iv. 17.
'He delivered me out of th« mouth of the lion,' viz. Nero.
2 Cor.
* The Lord iUved
xi. 14.
them by a great deliverance.' Sometimes Chrift is faid to command deliverance, PI. Ixiv. 4. Sometimes to create deliverance, Ifa. xlv. 18. Chrift as a king commands deliverance, and as a God creates it. And deliverance
* I the Lord will haften
fhatl come in his time.
Ifa. Ix. 22.
it in his
-

time.'

Q. When is the time that this King will deliver his people ?
A. When the hearts of his people are humbleft, when their

prayers are ferventeft, when their faith is ftrongeft, when their
forces are weakeft, when their enemies are higheft, now is the
ufual time that Chrift puts forth his kingly power in their deliverance, Ifa. xxxiii. 2, 8, 9.
3. Chrift is a king to reward his people, there's nothing loft
by ferving this king : I. He rewards his fubjedls in this life :

He gives them inward peace and joy a bunch of grapes by
the way
and oftentimes riches and honour. ' Godlinefs hath
the promife of this life,' 1 Tim. iv. 8. Thefe are, as it were,
the faints vails.
But befides the great reward is to come, • An
eternal weight of glory,' 2 Cor. iv. 17. Chrift makes all his
fubje6ls kings, Rev. ii. 10. * I will give thee a crown of life.'
This crown will be full ofjewels, and it will ' never fade,* 1 Pet.
1ft,

;

;

V. 5.

a king in reference of his enemies, in ftibduing
he pulls down their pride, befools their
policy, reftrains their malice.
That ftone cut out of the mountain without bands, which fmote the image, Dan. ii. 34. was
an emblem, laith Auftin, of Chrift's monarchical power, conquering and triumphing over his enemies. Chrift will make his
enemies his footftool, Pi", ex. 1. He can deftroy them with ealie,
2 Chron. xiv. 11. ' It is nothing for thee. Lord, to help.' He
can do it with weak means, without means.
He can make the
enemies deiboy themfelves; he fet the Perfians againft the
Grecians: and, 2 Chron. xx. 22. the children of Ammoa
helped to deftroy one another.
Thus Chrift is king in vanquilhing the enemies ot his church.
This is a great ground of comfort to the church of God in
the midft of all the combinations of the enemy, ' Chrift is
king;', and he can not only bound the enemies power, but
break it.
The church hath more with her, than againft her.
2. Chrift

is

and conquering them

:
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hath Emmanuel on her fide, even that great King to whom
knees muft bend.
Chrift is called * a man of war,' Exod. xv. 3. he underhe isdeicribed with feven eyes
ftands all the policy of chivalry
and I'even horns, Rev. v. tj. The feven eyes are to dil'cera the
confpiracies of his enemies, and the I'even horns are to puth and
"Vex his enemies.
Chrift is defcribed with a crown and a bow. Rev. vi. 2. * He
that fat on the white hori'e had a bow, and a crown was given
A.
unto him, and he went forth conquering and to conquer.'
crown is an enfign of his kingly oliice, and the bow is lo fhoot
his enemies to death.
Chrill is defcribed with a vedure dipt in blood, Rev. xix. 13.
He hath a golden iiceptre to rule his people, but an iron rod to
break his enemies. Rev. xvii. 12, 14. * The ten horns thou
faweit are ten kings
thefe (hall make war with the Lamb, but
the Lamb ihall overcome them; for he is the King of kings.*
The enemies may fet up their iiandard, but Chrill will fet up
his trophies at lalt. Rev. xiv. 18, ii). * And the angel gathered
the vine of the earth, and caft it into the great wine-prefs of the
wrath of God, and the wine-prefs was trodden, and blood came
out of the wine-prefs.'
The enemies of Chrilt fhall be but as
11) many clufters of ripe grapes, to be call into the great wineprefs of the wrath of God, and to be trodden by Chrift till their
blood came out.
Chrift will at laft come off vi6lor, and all his
enemies fhall be put under his feet ; gaiuleo quod Chrijius Dom'tflie

all

;

;

I am glad Chrift reigns, elfe I
Ihoutd have defpaired:"
Miconius in an epiftle to Calvin.
U/e 1. Branch 1. See hence, it. is no difparagement to ferve
Chrift: he is a king, and it is bo difhonour to be employed in a.
Some are apt to reproach the iHint.-i for their
king's fervice.
piety
they ferve the Lord Chrift, he who hath this inlcription
upon his vefture,
of Kings. Theodofius thought it a
greater honour to be a fervant of Chrift, than the head of an
empire, Servire ejt regnare.
Chrift's fervants are called veflels
of honour, 2 Tim. ii. «1. and a royal nation, I Pet. ii. i).
it is a greater
Serving of Chrift ennobles us with dignity
honour to ferve Chrift, than to have kings ferve us.
Branch 9,. If Chrift be king, it informs us, that all matters
Chrift hath Jus
of fact muft one day be brought before hiin.
vitCB et necis, the power of life and death in his hand, John v.
ea. ' The Father hath committed all jijdgment to the Son.'
He who once hung upon the crofs, ftiail fit upon the bench of
judicature: kings muft come before him to be judged; they
who once- fat uppn the throne, muft appear at the bar. God
hiith committed all judgment to the Son, and Chrift is the high-

niis eft alioqui defperajO'em^

*'

laid

;
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if thig king once contletnns me^, there
court of judicature
DO appeal Lo an}- other court.
Branch 3. See whither we are to go, when we are foiled by
go to Chrift, he is king defire htm, by his Uing;Iy
corruption
power, to fubdue thy corruptions, to bind thefe kings with
chains, Pi", cxlix. 8.
We are apt to (ay of our fins, ' TheCe
fons of Zeruiah will be ftrong for us :' we fhall never overcome
this pride and infidelity
ay, but go to Chrift, he is king
though our lulls are too flrong for us, yet not for Chrjft to confpjer: he can by his Spirit break the power of fin.
Jofhua,
when he had conquered five kings, caufed his fervants to let
their feet on the necks of thofe kings ; fo Chrift can a^d will fet
his feet on the necks of our lufts,
2rf U/e, of cnidion : Is Chrift King of kings? Let all great
ones take heed how they employ their power againft Chrilh
Chrift gives them their power, and if this power fhall be made
life of lor the fu pprefling of his kingdom, and ordinances, tlieir
account will be heavy. God hath laid the key of Government
upon Chrift's flioulders, Ifa. ix. 7- and to goto oppofe Chrifi

eft

;

is
-

;

;

:

;

in his kingly office, it is as if

battalia againft the

fire,

the thorns fhould fet themlelves in
or a child fight with an archangel.

fword on his thigh is able to avenge all his quarrels
it
not good to ftir a lion ; let no man provoke the * Lion of the
tribe of Judah, wbofe eyes are as a lamp of fire, and the rocks
are thrown down by him,' Nah. i. 6. * He fhall cut off' the
Chrift's

:

is

of princes,' Pfal. Ixxvi, 12.
U/e 3. If Chrift be a great king, fubmit to him. Say not,
as thofe Jews, *
have no king but Caefar,' no king but our
Jufts.
This is tochufe the bramble to rule over you, and
out
of the bramble will come forth a fire,' Judg. ix. Submit to
Chrift willingly
all the devils in hell fubmit to Chrift, but it is
againft their will
they are his Ihves, not his fubjecta. Submit
cheerfully to Chrift's perfon and his laws.
Many would have
Chrift their Saviour, but not their Prince; {uch as will not
have Chrift to be their king to rule them, fhall never hav^ his
blood to lave them.
Obey all Chrift's princely commands if
he commands love, humilily, good works, be as the needle
which points which way foever the loadftone drjaws.
Branch 2. Let iuch admire God's free grace, who were once
under the power and tyranny of Satan, and now Ciirilt hath
made them, of Haves, to become the fubje^ts of his kingdooj.
Chrift did not need luhjects, he hatli legions of angels minifleringto him
but in his love, he hath honoured you to make you
his fubjecls.
O how long was it ere Cbrift could prevail with
you to come under his banner how much oppofition did he
fpi,rit

We

'

:

;

;

;

!

meet with,
laft

wear this Prince's colours ? But at
omnipotent grace overcame you. When Peter was fleep«*
ere you would

CMftlST's HUMlLtAtlAlf, &C.

'

10

[jvq; between two foldiersi, an angel oa me and beat off his chains,
Acls xii. 7. io, when thou tvert fleeping in the devil's arms,
that Chrift fhould, by his Spirit, Cinite thy heart, and caufe the
chains of (in to fall otf, and make thee a lubjeftof his kingdom :
admire free grace Thou who art a iubje6t of Chrift, artfure
to reign with Chrift for ever.
!

CHRISrS HUMILIATION IN HIS INCARNATION.
1

Tim.

iii.

16.

Great

is

the myjiery of Godlinefs,
in ihejle/li.

God

manifejl

Q XXVII WHEREIN did Chrijl's humiliation confjl p

*

.

.

Anf. Ill his being born, and that iu a low condition, made
under the law, uhdergding the miferies of this life, the wrath of
God, and the cuffed death of the crofs.
Chrift's huitiiliaticHi contirted in his incarnation, his taking
flelh, and being born.
It was real flefli Chrift took
not the
image of a body (as the Manicheesi erroneoufly held) but a true
body therefore Chrill is faid to be ' made of a woman,' Gal.
iv. 4.
As the bread is made of the wheat, and the wine is
made of the grape fo Chrift is made of a woman, his body wais
part of the flefli and fubftance of the virgin.
This is a glorious
myftery,
God manifeft in the fielTi.' In the creation, man
:

;

;

'

was made in God's image in the incarnation, God was made
in man's image.
Q. How came it about that Chrift loas made fiePi ?
Anf. It was by his Father's fpecial defignation. Gal. iv. 4.
God lent forth his Son made of a woman.' God the Father did,
in a fpecial manner, appoint Chrift to be incarnate
which
fhews how needful a call is, to any bufinefs of weight and im;

;

portance: to acl without a call, is to acl without a bleffing.
Chrift himfelf would not be incarnate, and take upon him the
work of a Mediator till he had a call. * God fent forth his Son
made of a woman.'

Q. But
hut

loas there

this, that

no other nay for the rejloring offallen mtin

God fliould

takeflejh f

We

mull not aflv a reafon of God's will
it is dangerous
Anf.
to pry into God's ark: we are not to difpute but adore.
The
wife God law this the beft way for our redemption, that Chrift
fliould be incarnate
it was not fit for any
to fatisfy God's
none could do it but God therefore, Chrift
juftice, but man
being both God and man, he is the fitteft to undertake this work
of redemption.
Q. Why was Chrift born of a woman ?
;

;

;

;

