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Shine as lights In the
hation, therefore be an holy people.
God hath taken you into coveworld
live a.^ earthly angels.
nant, that you and he may have communion together, and
what is it l<eepsupyour communion with God, but hohnel's
Sd/if, Walk thankfully, Pfal. ciii. I. God is your God in covenant
he hath done more for you, than if he had made you
ride upon the high places of the earth, and given you crowns
and fceptres.
take the cup offalvation, and blels the Lord.
Eternity will be little enough to praife hiu).
Muficians love to
play on their mufic where there is the loudeil found
and God
loves to beftow his mercies where he may have the loudeft
praifes.
You that have angels reward, doangels work. Begin
ihat work of praife here, which you hope to be always doingf
;

;

O

;

in

heaven.
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CHRIST THE MEDIATOR OF THE COVENANT.
HiSB.

xii.

24. Jefus the Mediator of the

New

Covenant^ &c.

Jesus Christ is the fum and quinteflence of the gofpel
the wonder of angels
The
the joy and triumph of faints.
name of Chrill is fweet, it is as mufic in the ear, honey in the
mouth, and a cordial at the heart.
I ftiall wave the context, and only fpeak of that which concerns our prefent purpofe
having dilicourled of the covenant
iof grace, I fliall fpeak now of the Mediator of the covenant, and
the reftorer of lapfed linners, ' Jefus the mediator of the cove;

:

r.ant.'

There are (everal names and titles in fcripture given to Chrift,
as the great reftorer of mankind
1. Sometimes he is called a
*
Saviour, Mat. i. 21.
His name fhall be called Jefus.* The
Hebrew word for jesus, fignifies a Saviour, and whom hefaves
from hell, he faves from fin where Chrill is a Saviour, he is a
*
I'anftifjer, Matth. i. 21.
He fliall fiwe his people from their
:

:

* Neither is
no other Saviour, Ads iv. 12.
ark to lave
there
was
but
one
other.'
As
any
the world from drowning, fo there is but one Jefus to fave tinners from damning.
As Naomi (aid to her daughters-in-law,
Ruth i. 11. ' Are there yet any more Ions in my womb } So
hath God any other fons in the womb of his eternal decree, to
*
be faviours to us, befides Chrill? Job o^xviii. 14.
Where
fhall wifdom be found? the depth faith, it is not in me; and
the fea faith, it is not in me.'
Let me allude. Where fhall falmorality
vation be found ? The angel faith, it is not in me

fins.'

There

is

tliere falvation in

;

faith,

it is

not in nie

:

the ordinauce faith,

it

is

not in

we

:
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the ordinance is the conClirift alone is the well-fpring of life
duit-pipe that conveys iaivation, but Chrill is the fpring that
* Neither is there iiilvation in any other.'
feeds it.
2. Sometimes Chrift is called a Redeemer, Il'a. lix. $0. ' The
Redeemer fhall come to Sion.' Some underlland it of Cyrus,
but the mod ancient Jewiih doctors underothers of an angel
iland it of Chrift, the Redeemer of the e\e&:
Job xix. 25.
;

:

:

My

*

Redeemer

iignifies fuch

The Hebrew word

liveth.'

an one as

for

Redeemer,

near a-kin, and hath right to redeem
near of kin to us, being our elder bro-

is

a mortgage; lb Chrilt is
tiler, therefore hath the bell right to redeem us.
3. Chrift is called a Mediator in the text, ' Jefus the MediThe Greek word for Mediator, figator of the new covenant.'
nKies a middle perlbn, one that doth make up the breach beGod^.and we were at variance
tween two difagreeing parties,
ftn, now Chrift doth mediate and umpire between us ; he
reconciles us to God through his blood, therefore he is called
the Mediator of the new covenant.
There is no way of communion and intercourfe between God and man, but in and
through a Mediator
Chrift takes away the enmity in us, and
Nor is Chrilt only
the wrath of God, and (o makes peace.
a Mediator of reconciliation, but interceQion, Heb. ix. 24.

by

:

not into the holy place made with hands,
now to appear in the prefence of God for
us.'
The prieft, when he had llain the facritice, was to go
with the blood before the altar and mercy- i'eat, and (hew it to
Now, in Chrift our blelled Mediator, consider two
the Lord.
*

Chrift

is

entered,

but into heaven

itfelf,

(I.) His perfon
(2.) His graces.
His perfon is amiable; he is all made up of
His perfon
love and beauty.
He is the effigies of his Father, Heb. i. 3.
'
The exprefs image of his perlbn.* Confider,
(1.) Ch rift's perfon in two natures.
His two natures in one perlbn.
(2
I. Look upon his human
(I.) Chrift's perfon in two natures
nature as incarnate. The Valentinians deny his human nature ;
'
but John i. 14.
the Word was made tlelh :' It is fpokea

things.

:

1.

:

)

:

of Chrift the promifed Meffiah.
Chrift took our flefh, that the
fame nature which finned might fuft'er and ' The Word was
made flelli,' that through the glals of his human nature we
;

might look upon God.

Q.

IVh,^

is

Chrijl called the

Word?

Anf. Becaufe, as a word is the interpreter of the mind, and
reveals what is in a man's breaft; fo Jefus Chrift reveals his
Father's mind to us, concerning the great matters of our Iaivation, John i. IS.
Were it not for Chrift's manhood, the fight
of the Godhead would be formidable to us:
but through
Chrift's flelh we may look upon God without terror.
And
\'oL. I. No. .4.

y
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took our

Chrifl;

flefli,

that he might

know how

k) pify us;

he

knows what it is to be faint, Ibnowful, tempted, Plal. ciii.
14.
He knows our frame.' And he took our flefh, that he
'

might

(as

Aullin

faith)

human

encble our

nature with honour.
it above the angeli-

Chrift having married our flefh hath exalted
cal nature.

2. Look upon Chrift's divine nature.
Chrifl: may be fitly
compared to Jacob's ladder, Gen. xxviii. 1'2. which reacheth
from earth to heaven Chrift's human nature was the foot of
the ladder, wliich Hood upon earth
his divine nature the
top of the ladder, which reacheth to heaven.
This being
a grand article of our faith, I fliall amplify
I know the Arians, Socinians, Ebionites would rob Chrill of the bed jewel
of his crown, his Godhead; but the Apoflolical, Nicene,
:

;

:

Athanalian creed, affirm Chrift's Deity
to this the churches
of Helvetia, Bohemia, Wittembergh, Tranfilvania, &c. give
;

their full content ; and the i'cripture
led the ' mighty God,' Ila. ix. 6.

is
'

clear for

And

it.

He

is

cal-

him dwells the
of the fame nature
in

fulnefs of the Godhead,' Col. ii. 9.
He is
and elfence with the Father. So Athanafius, Batil, Chryfollom
1. Is God the Father called Almighty ? fo is Chrift, Rev. j. 8-

:

*

fo

The Almighty.'
is

Chrift,

John

2. Is
ii.

25.

God
*

the Father, the heart-fearcher .^
their thoughts.'
3. Is

He knew

God

*
the Father omniprefent.!^ fo is Chrift, John iii. 13.
The
is in heaven.' Chrift as God was then in heaven, when as man he was upon the earth.

Son of man which

Q.

Is

God eternal ?

Anf. Chrift is the everlafting Father, Ifa. ix. 6. which fcripture may be urged againft the Corinthian hereticks, who denied
the pre-exiftency of Chrift's Godhead, and held that Chrift had
no being till he derived it from the Virgin Mary.
4. Doth divine worfhip belong to the firft perfon in the Trinity
fo it doth to Chrift, John "v. 23. Heb. i. G. ' Let all the
angels of God worftiip him.' 5. Is creation proper to the Deity
this is a flower of Chrift's crown, Col. i. 10'. ' By him were all
6". Is invocation proper to the Deity }
things created.'
this is
given to Chrift, A6ls vii. 57- ' Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit.*
7. Is recumbency and truft peculiar to God the Father
this
'
this is given to Chrift, John xiv. 1
Ye believe in God, believe
alfo in me.'
Chrift niuft needs be God, not only that the divine nature might fupportthe human from finking under God's
wrath, but alfo to give value and weight to his ftitferings.
Chrift beino God, hisdeath and paflion is meritorious Chrift's
blood is CdWfd J'anguis Dei, the blood of God, A<5tsxx. 28. becaufe the perfon who was oft'ered in iacrifice was God as well as
man. This is an invincible fupport to believers ; it was God
.?

.^^

.?

.

;
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offended, and it was God who fatisfied. Thus Chrift's
perfon in two natures.
(2.) Cnnfider Chrift's two natures in one perfon, God-man,

who was

Chriil had a two1 Tim. iii. lO. ' God manifeft in tbetleOi.'
fold fubftance, divine and human ; yet not a twofold fubliftence,

A

Iciion may be grafted
both natures make but one (thrift.
into another tre^, a pear-tree into an apple, which though it
bear different fruits, is but one tree; fo Chrilt's manhood is

yet though
united to the Godhead in an ineffable manner
This union of the
there are two natures, yet but one perfon.
two natures in Chriit was not by tranliiiutation, the divine nature changed into the human, or the human into the divine;
nor by mixture, the two natures mingled together, as wine and
both the natures of Chrift remain diftin<5t, yet
water are mixed
ma1<e not two dillindl perfons, but one perfon ; the human nature not God, yet one with God.
thefe are
3dly, Confider Chrift, our Mediator, in his graces
the fweet favour of his ointments, that make the virgins love
him. Chrift, our blelled Mediator, is faid to be full ' of grace
and truth,' John i. 14. He had the anointing of the S|)irit
Grace in Chrift is after a more
without meafure, John iii. 35.
eminent and glorious manner than it is in any of the faints.
1. Jefus Chrift our Mediator, hath perfection in every grace,
Col. i. W' He is a panoply, magazine and ftore-houfe of all heavenly treafure, all fulneis
he may
This no faint on earth hath
excel in one grace, but not in all
as Abraham was eminent for
faith. Moles for meeknefs ; but Chrift excels in every grace.
2. There is a never-failing fulnel's of grace in Chrift
grace
in the faints is ebbing and flowing, it is not always in the fame
degree and proportion; at one time David's faith was ftrong,
at another time fo faint and weak, that you could hardly feel
any pulle, Pfal. xxxi. 22. ' I faid, I am cut otV from before thine
eyes.'
But grace in Chrift is a never failing-fulnefs, it did never
abate in the leaft degree, he never loftadropofhisholinefs. What
was faid of Jofeph, may more truly be applied to Chrift, Gen.
xlix. 23. ' The archers (hot at him, but his bow abode in
Itrength :' Men and devils Ihot at him, but his grace remained
in its full vigour and ftrength ; ' his bow abode in ftrength.'
3. Grace in Chrift is communicative, his grace is for us
the
holy oil of the Spirit was poured on the head of this blelVed
Aaron, that it might run down upon us. 'J'he faints have not
grace to bellow on others
When the foolifli virgins would have
bought oil of their neighbour virgins, Matth. xxv. 9- ' Give
us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out:' The wife virgins
anfwered, ' Not fo, le(t there be not enough for us and you.*
The faints have no grace tofpare to others but Chrift ditfuleth
his grace to others
grace in the (iiints is as water in the veil'el,
;

:

:

:

;

;

:

:

:

;

:
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water in the fpring, John i. 16. ' Of his
received
grace for grace.'
Set a glafs under a
we
have
fulnefs
ftill or limbeck, and it receives water from the hmbeck drop by
drop; fo the faints have the drops and influences of Chrift's
What a rich confoiation is this to
grace dirtilling upon themThey
thofe who either have no grace, or their ftock is but low
may go to Chrift, the Mediator, as a treafury of grace Lord,
I am indigent; but whither fhall I carry my empty veffel, but

grace

in Chrift is as

!

:

to a full fountain ? Pfal. Ixxxvii. 7. ' all my frefli fprings are in
lam guilty, thou haft blood to pardon me I am polluted
thee
thou haft grace to cleanfe me I am fick unto death,' thou hail
Jofeph opened
the * balm of Gilead' to heal me. Gen xli. 56.
Chrifl is our Jofeph, that opens all
all the ftore-houles of corn
the treafuries and flore-houfes.of grace, and communicates to
us.
He is not only fweet as the honey-comb, but drops as the
;

;

;

:

honey-comb: this is a great comfort, in Chrift our Mediator
there is a corymcopia, 2t.w'\ fulnefs of all grace; and Chrift is
defirous that we fliould come to him for grace, like the full breaft
that aahes till it be drawn.
life 1. Admire the glory of this Mediator; he is God-man,
he is co-efl"entially glorious with the Father. All the Jews that
faw Chrift in the flefli, did not fee his Godhead ; all that faw the
man did not fee the Mefllah the temple of Solomon within was
travellers, as they paffed along, might
embelli(hed with gold
fee the outfide of the temple, but only the priefts faw the glory
only believers, who are
"which fparkled within the temple
made priefts unto God, Rev. i. G. fee Chrift's glorious infide,
;

;

;

Godhead ftiining through the manhood.
Ufe 2. If Chrift be God-man in one perfon, then look unto
There muft be fomething of
Jefus Chrift alone for falvation.
in Chrift there is Godthe Godhead to faften our hope upon
head and manhood hypoftatically united. If v,'e could weep
rivers of tears, out-faft Mofes on the mount, if we were exa6t
moralifts, touching the law blamelefs, if we could arrive at the
higheft degree of fanctification in this life, all this would not
our
fave us, without looking to the merits of him who is God
perfect holinefs in heaven is not the caufe of our falvation, but
To this therefore did Paul
the righteoufnels of Jefus Chrift.
flee, as to the horns of the altar, Phil. iii. 9- * That I may be
found in him, not having my own righteoufnels.' It is true, we
may look to our graces as evidences of falvation, but to Chrift's
blood only as the caufe. In time of Noah's flood, all that
trufted to the high hills and trees, and not to the ark, were
drowned, Heb. xii. 2. ' Looking unto Jefus ;' and fo look imto
him, as to believe in him, that fo Chrift may not only be united
to our nature, but to our perfons, John xx. 31. * That believe
jng, you may have life through his name,'
the

;

:
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Chrift God and man in one peiTon ? This, as
dignity of believers, that they are nearly related to
one of the greatelt perCons that is, Col. ii. y. * In him dwells
the fulnels of tlie Godhead bodily :' Co it is of unfpeakable comfort.
Chrill's two natures being married together, the divine
and human all that Chriil in either of his natures can do for
In his human nature he prays for them,
behevers, he will do
in his divine nature he merits for them.
This for the peribu of

Vie

3. Is Jefiis

it (l>e\vs tlie

;

:

our Mediator.
U(e 4. Adn>ire the love of Chrift our Mediator! that he
fhould humble himfelf, and take our flefh, thathe might redeem
us.
Believers fliould put Chrift in their bolbm. as the fpoule
did. Cant. i. 13. ' Lie betwixt my breaih.'
What was faid
of Ignatius, that tlie name of Jel'us was found written in his
heart, fliould be verified of every faint, he Ihould have Jefus
'Chrift written in his heart.

CHRIST A PROPHET.
Deut.

The Lord thy God

xviii. 15.

loill

raife

up unto thee a

Prophet, ike.

Having

fpoken of the perfon of

we

are next to
Regal.
1. Prophetical, ' The Lord thy God will rail'e up unto thee
a Prophet.
Ennnciator hie locus de Chrijlo, It is fpoken of
Chriil:.
There are feveral names given to Chrift as a Prophet
He is called ' the Counfellor,' Ifa. vi. 9. In uno Chrijio^
* The Angel
Angelas fa'deris complelnr, Fagius.
of the Covenant,' Mai. iii. 1.
Lamp^' 2 Sam. xxii. ly.
The Morning-ftar,' Rev. xxii. 10\
jefus Chrift is the great Prophet of
his church
the woman of Samaria gave a flirevvd guels, John
iv. 1(3.
He is the belt teacher, he makes all other teaching
effectual, Luke xxiv. 45. ' Then opened he their underllanding.'
He did not only open the I'criptures, but opened their
underftanding: He teacheih to profit, Ifa. xlviii. 17. ' I am

fpeak of the

Chrift;,

olfices of Chrift, Prophetical, Priellly,

'

.

A

'

'

;

the Lord thy God, who teacheth thee to prolit.'
Q. How Chriji teacheth?
AnJ\ 1. Externally, by his word, Plal. cxix. 105. 'Thy
word is a lamp to my feet.' Such as pretend to have a light or
revelation above the word, or contrary to it, never had their
teaching from Chrift, Ifa. viii. <iO.
2. Chrift teacheth thefe (acred myfteries, inwardly, by the
Spirit,
ii.

14.

John

The

The world knows not what it is,
man receives not the things of God,

xVi. 13.

nitural

I

Cor.

neither

