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A

PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE
TO

CATJECHISING.
Col.

i.

23.

Jf ye continue in the faith grounded and fettled.

INTENDING

the next Lord's day to enter upon the work
of catechifing, it will not be amils to give you this preliminary difcourfe, as preparatory to it ; fhewing you how needful
it is for Chrillians to be well inllruded in the grounds of religion.
* If
ye continue in the faith grounded and fettled,' Two pro-

—

pofitions
It is the duty of Chriftians to be fettled in the dodriue
of faith.
Second, The bed way for Chriftians to be fettled, is to be
well grounded.
DocT. 1. That it is the duty of Chriftians to he fettled in the
doctrine of faith.
It is the apoftle's prayer, 1 Pet. v. 10.
'
The God of all grace, ftablifli, ftrengthen, fettle you.* That
The
they might not be meteors in the air, but fixed ftars.
They are
apoftle Jude fpeaks of ' wandering ftars,' verfe 13.
called wandering ftars, becaufe, as Ariftotle faith, *' They do
leap up and down, and wander into feveral parts of the heaven
and being but dry exhalations, not made of that pure celeftial
matter as the fixed ftars are, they often fall to the earth."
Now, fuch as are not fettled in religion, will, at one time or
they will lofe their former ftri6lother, prove wandering ftars
neCs, and wander from one opinion to another.
Such as are
unfettled are of the tribe of Reuben, ' unliable as water,' Gen.
xlix. 4. like a fhip without ballaft, overturned with every wind
of do6trine.
Beza writes of one Bel(e6iius, whofe religion
changed as the moon. The Arians had every year a new faith.
Thefe are not pillars in the temple of God, but reeds ftiaken
every way.
The apoftle calls them * damnable herefies,'
2 Pet. ii. 1.
man may go to hell as well for herefy as adulTo be unfettled in religion, argues want of judgment:
tery.
if their heads were not giddy, they would not reel lb fait from
one opinion to another. It argues lightnefs feathers will be
Firft,

;

A

:
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blown every way

fo will feathery Chriftians
Tritlcum non
palw jaMantur, Cypr. Therefore fuch are
compared to children, Eph. iv. 14. * That we be no more
children, toffed to and fro.'
Children are Jickle, fometimes of
one mind, fometimes of another
nothing pleafes them long
fo unfettled Chriftians are chiklilh
thole truths they embrace
at one time, they reject at another
fometimes they like the
Proteliant religion, and foon after they have a good mind to
turn Papifts.
Now, that you may labour to be fettled, (as
Ignatius) in the faith, in unfettled times of fettled judgments.
I. It is the great end of the word preached, to bring us to a
fettlement in religion
And he gave fome,
Eph. iv. 11, 13.
evangelifts, and fome, paftors and teachers, for the edifying of
the body of Chrill
that we henceforth be no more children.'
The word is called an hammer, Jer. xxiii. 29. Every blow
:

;

rapit ventus inanes

:

;

;

;

*

:

;

of the hammer is to faften the nails of the building
the
preacher's words are but to faften you the more to Chrift; they
weaken themfelves to ftrengthen and fettle you. This is the
grand defign of preaching, not only for the enlightening, but
for the eftablifhingof fouls ; not only to guide them in the right
way, but to keep them in it. Now, if you be not fettled, you
do not anfwer God's end in giving you the miniftry.
2. To be fettled in religion
it is both a Chriftian's excellency
and honour: it is his excellency; when the milk is fettled, it
turns to cream ; now, he will be fomething zealous for the truth,
walk in clofe communion with God. And his honour, Prov.
* The hoary head is a crown of glory, it* it be found
xvj. 31.
in the way of righteoufnefs.*
It is one of the beft fights, to
fee an old difciple ; to fee filver hairs adorned with golden
;

:

virtues.

Such

as are not fettled in the faith, can never fufFer for it
they that are
;
not fettled do hang in fuf pence ; when they think of the joys of
3.

fceptics in religion will hardly ever prove martyrs

but when they think
heaven, then they will efpoufe the gofpel
of perfecution, then they defertit.
Unfettled Chriftians do not
;

what is beft, but what is fafeft *' The apoftate (faith
TertuUian) feems to put God and Satan in balance, and having
weighed both their fervices, prefers the devil's fervice, and pro^
claims him to be the beft mafter: and, in this fenfe, may be
faid to put Chrift to open (hame," Heb. vi. 6.
They will never
fufFer for the truth, but be as a foldier that leaves his colours,
and runs over to the enemy's fide ; he will fight on the devil's
confult

:

fide for pay.
4.

-Not to be fettled

in

the faith,

is

highly provoking to

God

:

and then to fall away, brings an ill report
upon the gofpel, which will not go unpunifhed Pfal. Ixxviii.
' I'hcy turned
back, and dealt unfaithfully; when
67, oi).
to efpoufe the truth,

;
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God

hearcl this, he was wroth, and greatly abhorred Ifrael.*
apoltate drops as a windfall into the devil's mouth.
5. If ye are not fettled in religion, you will never grow
we
are commanded * to grow up into the head, Chrift,' Epli. iv.
14.
But if we are unlettled, no growing ' the plant which is

The

:

:

continually removing never thrives.'
He can no more grow in
godlinefs, who is unlettled, than a bone can grow iii the body

out of joint.
great need is there to be fettled ? becaufe there are
fo many things to unfettle us, and make us fall away from the
Seducers are abroad, whole work is to draw away peotruth.
'
ple from tlie principles of religion, 1 John ii. 26.
Thofe
things have I written unto you concerning them that feduce
you.'
Seducers sire thfe devils faclors
they are of all others the
greateft felons, that would rob you of the truth
leducers have
filver tongues
a fair tongiie can put olTbad Wares
they have
a flight to deceive, Eph. iv. 14.
The Greek word there is taken
from thofe that can cog a die, and caft it for the bell advantage :
fo feducers are importors, they can cOg a die ; they can fo diffemble arid Ibphifticate the truth, that they can deceive others.
Now, the ih'le by vVhich feducers ufe to deceive, is,
*
1. By wifdom of words, Rom. xvi. 18.
By good words
and fair fpeeches they deceive the hearts of the fimple.' Thev
have fine elegaiit phrafes, flattering language, whereby they
work on the weaker fort, as being chrifled with Chrift;, and the
light within them.
2. Another flight, is a pretence of extrordinary piety, that
fo people may admire them, and fuck in their dodrine.
They
feem to be men of Zealand fan6lity, and to be divinely infpired
they pretend revelations, as Muniler, Michael Servetus, and
other of the Anabaptifts in Germany, though they Were tainted
that

is

What

6.

;

:

;

;

:

with pride,

A

lull,

and avarice.

third flight or cheat feducers have,

is a labouring to
found orthodox teachers; they would eclipfe
thofe' that bring the truth, like unto the black vapours that
darken the light of heaven
they would defame others, that
themfelves may be more admired.
Thus the falfe teachers
cried down Paul, that they might be received. Gal. iv. 17.
4. The fourth flight or cheat of feducers, is by " preaching

3.

vilify

and

nullify

:

*• do6lrine of
liberty :" as the Antinomian preacheth, that men
are freed from the moral law, the rule as well as thecurfe. He
preacheth that Chrift hath done all for them, and they need to

do nothing.

So he makes the do6lrine of free grace a key to

ojsen the door to all licentioufnefs.
5. Another thing to unfettle Chriflians,
iii.

The gofpel

is

perfecutors, 9

Tim.

a rofe cannot be plucked without prickles.
legacy Chrift hath bequeathed is the Crofs : while there is

12.

The
Vol.

I.

NO.

I.

is

B
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a devil and a wicked man in the world, never expe6t a charter
of exemption from trouble and how many fall away in an hour
*
There appeared a great red
of perfecution ? Rev. iii. 4.
dragon, having feven heads and ten horns; and his tail drew
the third part of the (lars of heaven :' the red dragon, the heatheniOi empire; and his tail, viz. his power and fubtilty, drew
;

away

eminent f)rofeffors, that feenied to (hine as liars
firmament of the church. Therefore w^ fee what need
there is to be fettled in the truth, for fear the tail of the dragon
liars, viz.

in the

call us to the earth.

To

be uniettled in good, is the fin of the devils, Jude 6.
are called ' morning liars,' Job xxxviii. 7. but ' falling
As the velTel is overftars;' they were holy, but mutable.
turned with the fail, fo their fails being fwelled with pride, were
By unfettlednefs, who doll thou
overturned, 1 Tim. iii. 6.
imitate but lapfed angels? The devil was the lirll apellate. So
much for the lirll propofition, that it is a great duty of Chril6.

They

tians to be fettled

:

/t he

fons of Sio n Ihould be like

mount

Sion,

which cannot be removed.
fecond propofition is, that the way for Chrif' if
ye continue
is to be well grounded
grounded and fettled.' The Greek word for grounded, a metaphor, it alludes to a building that hath the foundation well laid;
the effential point of refo Chrillians fhould be grounded
ligion, and have their foundation well laid.
Here let me fpeak to two things 1. That we fliould be
grounded in the knowledge of fundamentals. 2. That this

Second,

The

tians to be fettled,

:

m

:

is the bell way to fettling.
That we fhould be grounded in

grounding

the knowledge of fundafirll principles of the oracles
mentals the apoflle fpeaks of the
I n all arts ancL lciences, logic, phyfic,
of God,' Heb. v. 13.
mathematics, there are fome prcecognita, fonie rules and prin(1.)

'

:

mult

ciples that
arts

known

necelfarily be

to the practice of thofe

there mull be the firfl principles laid down
of Uie grounds and principles of religion is ex-

fo, in divinity,

;

the knowledge

ceeding ufeful.
1. Elfe we cannot ferve God aright; we can never worfhip
God acceptably, unlefs we worfiiip him regularly and how can
we do that, if we are ignorant of the rules and elements of re;

ligion

xu.

1

We

?

If

.

are bid to give

we

God

a

*

Rom.
how can

reafonable fervice,'

underfland not the grounds of religion,

be a reafonable iervice ?
y. Knowledge of the grounds of religion much enricheth the
mind it is a lamp to oux feet it directs us in the whole courfe
Knowledge of
of Chrillianity, as the eye direds the body.
fundamentals is the golden key that opens the chief myfteries of
it gives us a whole fyllem and body of divinity, exreligion
it

;

:

;
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it helps us
lineaments and lively colours
of thofe difficult things, which do occur in
the reading of the word ; it helps to untie many fcripture
knots.
3. Armour of proof; it doth furnith us with weapons to fight
againft the adverfaries of the truth.
4. It is the holy feed of which grace is formed : It is the

a6lly

drawn

in all its

to underftand

:

many

femenfidei, the feed of faith, Pfal. ix. 10. It \s radix, amor is,
the root of love, Eph. iii. 17- * Being rooted and grounded in
The knowledge of principles conduceth to the making
love.'
of a complete Chriftian.
''
That this grounding is the beft way to fettling * ground{2.
A tree, that it may be well fettled, mull be
ed and fettled.'
fo, if you be well fettled in religion, you mult be
well rooted
He, in Plutarch, fet up a dead
tooted in the principles of it.
man, and he would not (land. O faith he, " there mufl be
" fomething within :" fo, that we may (land in fhaking times,
firil grounded,
there mull be a principle of knowledge within
and then fettled. That the Ihip may be kept from overturning,
knowledge of principles, is to
it muft have its anchor fattened
the foul as an anchor to the (hip, that holds it (leady in the
midll of all the rolling waves of error, or the violent winds of
Firft grounded and then fettled.
perfecution.
Use I. See the reafon why fo many people are unfettled,
ready to embrace every novel opinion, and drefs themfelves in
as many religions as they do fafhions
it is becaufe they are ungrounded. See how the apoftle joins thefe two together, * unlearned and unliable,' 2 Pet. iii. 16.
Such as are unlearned
As the body
in the main points of divinity, will be unliable.
cannot be (irong that haih the finews (hrunk fo neither can
that Chridian be (Irong in religion, who wants the groiuids of
knowledge, which are the finews to (Irengthen and llablilh
him.
Use II. See then what great neceffity there is of laying down
:

)

:

;

;

;

;

all

the main grounds of religion in a

way

of catechiCe, that the

weakeft judgment may be inltru6led in the knowledge of the
truth, and llrengthened in the love of it; catechifing is the belt
expedient for the s^rounding and fettling of people.
I fear, one
reafon why there hath been no more good done by preaching,
hath been becaufe the chief heads and articles in religion have
not bien explained in a catechiftical way; catechiii og: is the
laym^ the toiindation, Heb. vi. 7. to preach, and not to catechife, is to build without a foundation.
This way of catechili ng,
is not novel, it is upollolical
the p rimitive chuicli had their
forms of catechjfm
fo much thofe phrafes imply a ' ibi in of
found words,' y Tim. i. 13. and
the firtl principles of the
oracles of God,' Heb. vi. 1.
And fince the church had their
:

:

*
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IS

man's chief end

ca.techimonoi,

asGroMusand Erafmus

cient iathers have written for

it,

many

obferve;

of the an-

Fiilgentius, Auflin, Theo'loj-et^

Ladantius and others. God hatli, given great fuQCefs to it. By'
down of grounds of religion cateciiiftically. Chrii-,
tians have been clearly iDftrufted, and wondroufly built up. in
the Chriftian faith, infomuch that Julian the apollale, fceiu^the great fuccefc of catechifing, did put down all fthools and
places of public literature, and inftru6ling of youth.
It is my
this laying

defign therefore (with the blefling of God,) to begin this wo),lc
of catechifing the next fabbath-day
and I intend every other
fabbath, in theaflernoon, to make it my whole work to lay dowi).
the grounds and fundamentals of religion in a catechidical way.
If I am hindered in this work by men, or taken away by deatlj,,
I hope God will raife up forae other labourer In the vineyard
:

among you

may

that

work which

perfect this

I

am now

begi^i^

ning.
iiii«(9j)ii

MAN'S CHIEF END
Q.

1

.

WHA T

Man's

Anf.

is

chief

TO GLORIFY GQD,

IS

the chief end of man ?
end is to glorify God and: to enjoy hir^,

for ever.

Here

are

two

ends, of life fpecified, 1.

The enjoying

2.

of

The

glorifying of

God.

God.

firft, the glojifying of God, 1 Pet. iv.
things may be glorified?' the glory ofj
God is a filver-thread which mull run through a)l our actions
1 Cor. X. 31. ' Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatfoEvery thing vvorks;
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.'
now man being ^j
to fome end in things natural and artificial

Firfi, I

M.

•

begin with the

That God

in all

:

;

and that is,
up God in the world and better lofe his life,
fo then, the great truth aflerted
than lofe the end of his hving
is this, that the end of every man's living, is to glorify God
this is the yearly rent that is paid to the crown of heaven.
rational creature, mufl: propofe

that he

may

fome end

lift

toliimfelf,

;

:

;

God hath refpe6t to all the perfonsin the Trinity
God the Father, who gave us our life it refpeds
God the Son, who loft his for us; it refpedls God the Holy
we mull bring glory
Ghoft, who produceth a new life in us
Glorifying of

it

;

refpe6ts

;

;

to the whole Trinity.
When we fpeak of God's glory, the queftion will be moved,
tohat are ue to underjiand by God's glory ?
1. The glory that God hath,
Anf. There is a twofold glory
in himfelf, his intrinfical glory.
Glory is elfential to the God-head, as light is to the fun
he is called the * God of glory,"
:

:

