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The SCRIPTURE to be read by the

Common People.

THE Controverfie before us is, Whether the Scriptures are

to be read and heard, of, and by the Lay-people ? and whe-

ther they are to be tranilated into the Vulgar Tongues ?

the Papitts deny, we affirm. My buiinefs will lye in three

Propofitions.

I. That the People are to hear and read the Scriptures.

II. That therefore the Scripture is:the Word of God was written for

them, and to them.

III. Therefore it is to be tranflated into Vulgar Tongues.

The firft is an exprefs Precept h the fecond is a reafon to prove the

fir ft-, the third is an Inference from both.

And ferioufly when I have been mufing upon this que/Hon, I profels

heartily I have been furprized with amazement, how fuch a Contro-

verfie fhould arife amongft Chriftians rif Chriftians). Might not a man
as well difpute whether a Carpenter mould have his Line and Rule to

work by ? or a Soldier wear his Sword in the midA of Enemies ? Shall

I queftion whether the Air be neceffary fox Breath, ox Bread for Life,

or the Light of the Sun for our Secular Affairs ? Sure enough the Word
of God is all this, aMinod perfect, a Sword moll vidtorious^ Air
mod fragrant, Food molt wholfome, and Light moit clear *, the Word
of an Angel prccifely confidered, is no ground for Faith, nor Rule for

life, duty, and worfhip. The Word of God read and heard (faith our
Church) is fo great a good, that the benefits arifingtherehence are inex-

preffible, unconceivable } the Bible (faith that painful, pious, learned Bi-

fhop Hooper) Why, (faith he) God in Heaven, and the King in Earth hath

not a greater friend than the Bible, in his Epiftle Dedicatory to King
Edward the Sixth. But Khali fay no more of thefe, nor of any Prote-
ftants, becaufe they are parties, and therefore their Teftimony,though
mofi true,is not proper. This WT

ord is for the Soul, and is not the Soul
more than Life ;> this light is to give the knowledg of the Glory of God
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in the face of Jefus ChrifU and is not this infinitely beyond all our natu-

ral and civil concerns ? all thefe things here below, cither within us or

without us arc fhort-lived and vexation, but this makes a Man wife,

and that to Salvation,and that through the Knowledg of and Faith in

our Lord Jefus.And aftef all this and much more that might be faid con-

cerning this treafury of all Wifdom and Knowledg,fhall it beaqueflion

. whether the People fo highly concerned in thefe things , (hall they hear

or read the Scripture?this is to me is wonderful-, But the quefHcm is put

beyond all queftion as to our adverfaries, 'tis defined, determined by

the Council (sls they call it J of Trent in the negative, that the Lay*peo-

ple Hull not read, or hear the Scriptures read, no, nor have a Bible in

the Vulgar Tongue under great Penalties
-

, nay, the Prieft reads it not in

their publick Worfhip. The words are thefe, Si quti legere ant habere

prgfumpferit ; Ifany (hall prefume to read or have a Bible*, what then ?

why,the penalty is this, abfolutionem peccatcrum percipere non pojfet •, he

may not,nay he cannot,be abfolved from his fins,they exclude fuch a man-

from remiiEon of his finsj it feems the reading of the Bible is a fin un*

pardonable.The people are taught to believe, That what the Pope binds

on Earth is bound in Heaven j fure then (I judg this muft be the fence

of the Canon, (viz ) If a man that reads the Scripture, or hath a Bible

in his Houfe comes to confeilion and is abfolved, that Abfolution is in-

valid *, he is not fubjetlum capaxjne doth ponere obicem, there is a bar lies

in his way to hinder his Abfolution, and that bar is his reading or ha-

ving the holy Bible. My reafon is this, though he had a thoufand Bi-

bles, and did confefs it to the Prieft as his fault, he would abfolve him,

and the Abfolution would (land good* fo that to have a Bible and read

it, puts a man into the flate of Damnation, and no man can read

the Scriptures but under the greateft penalty, fc. under the pain of

Damnation. By this Trent Conciliabulum, Conventicle, yon fee,Wo be

to the Bible, and all the friends thereof} Bened. Furret in his Preface to

the Index, Lib. Prob.& expurg.tdls us, that Mifericordi* erga Dei librum

ntillm locus eft > There is no place of mercy left to the Book of God:Men
fly from the Gofpel (faith he) in the Italian or Spanijh Tongue, Pefte

citim, fafter than they would run from the plague of Peftilence.

But you will fay the Councils prohibition of the Bible is with a limi-

tation, viz. If you have a Bible without a licenfe from the Bifhopv

they do not forbid licenfed men the reading, and therefore wrong them
not.

I anfwer, 'tis true they do (peak to that purpofe, I will not wrong
them; but give me leave to do the truth and you right by telling you,

that their pretence of a licenfe is a very flam^ a meer gullery , an abo-

minable cheats as I (hall fnew you in its place.

Further, that this Book may not fpread abroad, theH/gh-Prieft and

Elders in this Council ftraitly charge and command all Book-fellers and

all Dealers in Books, that they fell not or any other way part with any

one
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one of thefe Books to any perfon upon the forfeiture of the price of the

faid Books, and to undergo all other punifhment according to the arbi-

trium, will and pleafure of the Bifhop. I confefs this is drawn up very

cunningly with much craft, as indeed all their Doctrines are expreffed

with artifice and fubtilty. But if you read the Mandate of the Archbi-

ihop of Toledo by the Authority otPaul the fifth, there the punifhment

is this, fc. For the firjitime hejhallhe punifbed, fufpenfbne Officii, fufpen-

fwnfrom hit Office, lofs of his trade for two years, banifhment twelve miles

from the Town, ubi Bibliopolium habuit, for two years, and fined izoo
Ducats , MiHe ducentorum Ducatcrum multta puniendus '-> this fcr the firft

fault. But for the fecond time, ft reeidat, then ihcpunijhment to be dou-

bled,and othir pinifhments, ex Inquifitoris arbitrio eroganda, according

to the will of the lnquiftor •, and all this, Si qui* habere aut emere vel ven-

dere aufit •, if any dare befo hardy as to have, or buy, or fell a Bible, And
thofe Traders that are not fo skilful as to underftand the Catalogue of

Books prohibited, mud either take a man of skjUinto their Shop, oxjhut

up their Shop-windows; for whofoever fhall offend in this cafe, though
per negUUum, or ignorantiam, a pcena, nulla ratione exemptum />/', though

they offend through negUVt or unskjlfulnefsJhaU not be exemptedfrom punijb-

ment upon any account whatfoever. And Paul the fifth by his Breve fub

annulo ?j]catorvi dated at Borne, 1612, forbids all perfons, Ne legant

aut teneant, that they (hould not read or hgep thofe Books under the punifh-

ment of the greater Excommunication,and. other Cenfures \ but bring them

by, a certain day to be prefixed by the holy lnquiiitor General, into the

holy Office of the Inquifition *, and accordingly the faid Inquifitor in his

Pontificalibus fpecifies in his Mandate this to be done within ninty days,

all Books prohibited in the Index to be brought into the Office: Now a-

mongft the Books in the Index, which are prohibited by Pontifical

Authority, the Bible is the fpecial BooJ^ forbidden. And to make all fure

as much as may be by men and others, there are towards a hundred of
Latin Verfions of the Bible prohibited in this. Catalogue -> and to be

yet more fure that the Bible of all Books may not efcape, this lnquiii-

tor General by the Popes Authority doth call in not only Books
prohibited in the Index, but Librum aut hbros in Regulis Generalibus

comprehends; Bool^or Bookscomprehended in the General Rules. Now the

four-th Geneial Rule Cobferve I pray) is made folely againft the Bible in

any vulgar Tongue, they are not to be endured j nay againft any parts

of it, as fuppoie fome of Davids Pfalms, or fome of Pauls Epiftles >

nay, whether they be printed, or written,j?z^ excufa, five manufcripta\

nay, ^\\ Summaries or brief heads of the Bible ', my.flttaHtumvti hijiorica,

although it be a Compendium of the Hiftorical parts of it, all is for-

bidden. And if any man of what calling or dignity foever, be he Bifhop

or Patriarch, be he Marqwfs or Duke, (where is the Tradefman or Far-

mer,or Gentleman now ?j if any of thefe fhall dare the contrary, they

are retells to our Mandate, immorigeri, difobedient to holy Church, and

P 2 (hall
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fhall be fufpect of Heretical pravity ; and I promife you that is a fair

way to the Inquifition *, i.e. the lofs of liberty, pains of the body
5

for-

feiture ofgoods, and lofs of life ut plurimum.

Objecl:. But whateveryou fay^ the Council doth permit reading the Bible

. in the Vulgar Tongue, provided yott have a licenfe.

Anfo. I told you before, this licenfe was a meer blind, a fallacy, a

flam : But becauie I am in hand with my Author.and to ftay your fto-

machs till I come to handle this in its due place, for prefent I will only

tell you this, (viz.) , That Pope, Paul the fifth in his Breve lately quoted

doth recal all fuch Licenfes. I will give you the fum of it, it begins

thus, Ad futuramrei memoriam; Since as we underhand the Licenfes of

reading the Bookj of Heretickj, orBooksfufpetledofHerefie, or Books o-

therwife prohibited and condemned, /'there comes in the Bible) ; ob-

tained under certain pretences^ do too much increafe in the Kingdoms of
Spain, (in Kegnis Hifpaniarum), and underftanding, that there is more

danger to the unlearned than profit to the learned, by, and from the [aid Li-

cenfes^ we therefore upon whom the burden of watching over the Lords

fiochjs incumbent, being willing to provide afeafonable remedy, and walking

in the fteps of our PredecefTbrs Popes of Rome Cmark that for anon),
we do annul, caffe, revoke, Irritamus & viribus penitus evacuamus

,

utterly makf void all fuch Licenfes, Faculties and Grants, and by the te-

nour of thefe prefents we do decife and declare the fame to be caffate, void
and null, eafque nemihi fujfragari pojfej granted by whomfoever, whether
our Predeceffors, our Selves, our Penitentiary. Ordinaries, orBifhops whom-
foever, and granted to what perfons foever, whether Abbots, Patriarchs

Marqueffes, Du\es, or any other perfons Ecclefiaflicl^,or Mundane--, qua-
cunque autoritate fulgeant, whether they have had their Licenfe by
Letters Apo{fokcal, in form of a Breve under the Seal, or any other pe-

culiar way to make the Licenfe firm and lafting, we revoke and annul
all to the utmoft.

Non obftanttbus conftitutionibus, Ordinauonibus Apoftolicvs, any Con*
ftitutions and Ordinations Apoftolical to the contrary in any wife notwith-

standing, under the pains and cenfures of the Church to the higheji \ 6c in-

vocato (1 opus eft brachio feculari, {i.e. under the penalty of a Jayl^ a

Dungeon,a Faggot)-, and we command Att>Archbifhops. &c; to take care

that thefe ourLetters beforthwith publifbed in allProvinces,C?ties,Di#ceJfesh

abftfue alia requifitione els defuperfacienda, i.e. without demur-ring,difpu-

ting, demanding why or wherefore. Here is fure work, not a crevife,

a chink left unftopped. Do you not fee what care here is taken to fap-

prefs all Licenfes, nay though under the Popes Seal> See what a roar-

ing Bull here is, and what is your Licenfe now,Tpray> a Fig-leaf. In
the midft of this Bceve his Holinefs gives a Mandamus to the Inquifitor-

General, the Archbi(hop of Toledo to profecute this Breve to the ut-

ir.o'i, not to fufTer any perfon though never fo great to have or keep, or

seaclor buy, or fell a Bible \ v;hich accordingly he did execute,as before.

For
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For other Books I am not concerned, for baftardly patches added to

the Fathers, which are many. and cafhations of them, which are grofc;

if 1 could 1 may not meddle with that affair. I only take notice of the

Index Expurg. how thefe Fathers of Rome blot out, and command to be

blotted out the fayingsofthe Ancient Fathers as they are placed in

the Indexes xmd£ either by the Interpreters, or the Pubfimers of them :

As for inftance, in Athanafius fet forth Grxco'-latin \ in the Index there

was fet down thus,Scripture facr£ etiamplebi &Magijlratibm cognojeeud^^

Deh.itur. i.e. The Holy Scriptures are to be known even of the Com-
mon-people,and the Magiftratesib^ot that out lay they: Agzm,Scriptura

facra ita cl.tra efi ut quifque, &c. The Holy Scripture U fo plain that any one

may underjiand-Mot that out.Five morefayings there are about the fuffici*

encyof the Scriptures,and that they only are to be heard; Deleantur,b\ot

them all out s thefe Sentences will puzzle young Students, confirm the

Hereticks : But indeed the true reafon is they will difcover our wieked-

nefs and heretics. So they deal with St. Auftins wosks,Bafile£ ex Officina

Eroben. tnrgatorium non inveniri in Scriptura \ Purgatory not to be tound

in the Scripture •, Debater, let it be expunged fay they \ and good rea-

fon, for fuch paflfages will make your Kitchin cold. And fpecial order

is given by thefe Fathers that care be taken to blot out atifaebpajfages , .

Ex quocunque alio indict : fpecially 4th, Edit, there named, & ex aliis (I-

milibus-, and Lib. 2. deBaptxont. Donat. there is thisfhort palTage, Non

efi in Evangelio \ there is no fuch thing in the Gofpel, Dele, blot it out.

So they ferve Chryfofiom, Bafile£ ex Off.c. Erob. 1558, Sine Scriptura ni-

hil ajferendumj Scripture Divine omnibus, volentibus pervi.e & faciles^

Scriptitrarum Ietlio omnibus : Scriptures continere omnia, Scriptures legere,

omnibus ctiani-, with fome others, as Apoftchrum Doclrina facilvs & omni-

bus pervia : i.e. The Scriptures are plain to the willing^ they are to be read

cf all, even Artificers, the Scriptures contain all things necejfary, and the

like*, away with thefe fays Holy Mother Church, blot them out every

one, and good reafon, for open that door once, .then, farewell all. Hi-

therto we have had two Ads of the Pope and his Council, one to call

in the Bibles condemned that were abroad •, the other to prevent their

going abroad for the future, but all too late : Alas this would not do,

therefore they take two other courfes ', the fir ft was this, The holy Sy-

nod decreeth that no man dare (audeat) io interpret or expound Scripture

in another fenfe, fave *W,quam fan cla mater Ecclefia tenuit, which holy

Mother- Church hath holden, and doth holds whofe right it is Ycuias eft J to

rchom it belongs to judg of the interpretation of the holy ScriptHre:a\though

fuch interpretations were never uttered before,they that (hall oppofe this

let them be declared by the Ordinaries, and punijhed according to the Sta-

tutes. So that if the Popeffor he is the Church, as you muft know) (hall

aflrrrrfj
4

yob.ti: \6. E :ipe oves^titt feed }riy Sheep ^ if he (hall fay that

the meaning of that text is this','' that by thefe words our Lord Chrift

gave to Feter an Univerfal Beadfhip over the Church, and in ordine ad

Cpiritn*
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fpiritualia^a Sovereignty ahfolute over all Kings to plant and pluck up,

and that all this Power is given to the Pope as Peters Succeflbrj why
then you are to believe it, you muft not take any other fenfe,though this

be non-fenfe and never heard of before, that is all one.

So the fecond Council of Nice
,
quoted and approved by the Council

ot Treat, countenanced by the Legats and Lies of Adrian the firft,

proves Images to be wor(hipped,thus, No man lights a candles and puts

it under a bit/he I, therefore the holy Images are to be placed upon the Al-

tars', res inconfcquens & riftt digna, (aid Carolus Magnus. But what is

that, let it be never fo ridiculous and worthy to be hilled at -, you may
not dare to take any other fenfe, you may not quarrel at the Inference,

though it be monftroufly irrational \ if you do, they have two Swords,

and with one they will cut you off from the Church, and with the other,

fc: the Secular, they will cut you off from the Earths for the Church
faith,That is the meaning of Ecce duo g/W;/,Behold here are two Swords ',

the one (hall unchriftian you, and the other (hall unman you.

The fecond courfe the Council hath taken to help thcmfelves, is thisi

They have added to the Holy Bible fdefpairing of any relief there) the

Apocrypha, and make Tohim and Judith, and the two Maccabees, with

the reft of the Stories of Bell and the Dragon, a Rule for Faith and Life,

and whofoever (hall not take them for the Word of God, Sacred and

Canonical, they curfe him, let him be Anathema } they fend a man to

Hell, if he refufe Toby. They have alfo ftitched or patched to the Holy

Bible their Traditions under.the name of Apoflrtical, containing mat-

ters appertaining t? Faith and Life ', and thefe Traditions ( which are in

fcrinik pettork Pap.e), under lock and key in the Popes breaft, they com-
mand under the pain of Anathema to be received pari PhtatU affetlu &
reverentia, with an equal pious affection and reverence as we receive

the Word of God. Oh horrible !

The firft of thefe courfes, viz. to oblige men to underhand Scrip-

tures as'the Church \ i,e. the Pope expounds them, this is a reproach

to the reafbn of Mankind > Bubalum eum ejje non hominem, it degrades

men into brutes. The fecond goes higher, and is a reproach to the

Soveraignty, Goodnefs, Wifdom, Faithfulnefs ofour Lord Jefus.They

do by this means horribly reproach the Apoftles \ for if the Administra-

tion of the Sacrament under one kind, and Invocation of Saints, Me-
rit of works, Wror(hip in an unknown Tongue, with others > if thefe

be Traditions as their learned men fay, and if their Traditions be Apo-
ftolical from the mouth of Chrift, and dictates of the bleffed Spirit as

the Council faith-, Oh then what an ugly and black reproach is here caft

upon the Apoftles : nay, it is a moft prodigious blafphemy againft the

Lord Chrift, and his holy Spirit, that the Apoftles (hould teach, and
praftife, and write one thing to the Churches, and after whifper the

clean contrary to fome others who (hould convey it by word of mouth
to pofterity.

Any
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Any man fees that thsfefour points of Faith which they would prove

by Tradition are diredtly contrary to what the Apoltles preached and

pradtifed, and wrote to the Churches. But this is not my bufinefs, I

only touch upon this.

But perhaps you will demand upon what reafon the Council did thus

telte? I Anfwtr, they tell you, fc cum experiment!) manifefium ft, 'tis

manifeft by experience th it the fuffcrance of the Bible in the vulgar tongue,

doth more barm than good through mens rafhn?fs\ Ergo rpe firbid it : A
doughty reafon, no qucftion of it ! as if fome Souldiers raftily abufing

their weapons, therefore the General mould command, and that upon
grievous penalties, and that when they are faced by their deadly ene-

mies, all the Army to be difarmed. Should a Proteftant decree againft

Prayer, becaufe Prayers of Papifts are blafphemous } or againft the ufe

of the Lords Supper, becaufe the Mafs is Impious and Idolatrous?

What decrees were thefe > Mull: Gods appointment beanulled, becaufe

of mensabufe } Why did they not decree that men fhould be prohibit-

ed the ufe of the light of the Sun by day, and Moon by night, becaufe

thieves and others abufe it? Doubtlefs fuch Decrees had not been fo ir-

rational and mifchievous as this j for that light is for my body, for the

face and converfe with man, for my Secular affairs, and but for a time:

but the light of the Scriptures (which they forbid with a curfe) is for

my Soul, for the face of jefus, for Spiritual concerns, and for Eternity.-

The truth of the cafe is this, the experience of the Council was of that

kind which Demetrius and the Craftfmen feared vvou Id be theirs} if Paul

be fiffered, down goes Diana, and our Market is fpoiled. I will tell you*

as briefly and as fully as I can the (lory of this experience.

About the year 1516, the Friars are fent by Leo 10*/?. .abroad- with?

their Pardons to- raife money for his Holinefs, Indulgences for horrid:

Sins are fold at eatie rates. Into Germany come the Friars, Luther fwho -

had fome years before quitted the ftudy of the Law, and applied him-
(elf to the clofe and daily ftudy of" the Scriptures, .and had been blefTcd

with fome tafte of the Rjghteoufnefs of Jefus Ghrilt, unexpectedly be-

gan to Air again it thefe Pardon-mongers yyet at firft very mildly, not:

limply againft the thing, but againft the impudence and covetoufr.efs-

of the Friars: the Friars fcomfully and publickly traduce Luther, he

takesheart, and begins to difpute, write and preach again ft them -

, this

fpark thus blown faddenly becomes a great flame. The Pope begins to

ftorm, and writes about this aflair to Cardinal Cajetan •, Cajetan difputes

Luther^nd quotes againft him the Bull oiCkment the fixth, which runs?

thus, JfWfr*f,una guttula, one drop ofthe Bh?d ofChriji had beenfuffici*

ent for Redemption, andfirearns of Blood came from bis Body\ all that Blood

which was over and above, Chrift had depofited as a precious treafure in the-

handof Vctex^Claviger fthe Keyrkeeper of Heaven/ and to his SuccefTorj

to be difpenfed, (i.e, to be fold^to Penitents •, and fo^i-kewife the fur~

plufage of the. Merits of the. Virgin hhry, and all the Saints, Jayqtm*






