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CHRIST, and not the POPE, Uni
verfal Head of the Church.

I Cor. 12. 27, 28. Now ye are the body of Chriji, and niem*

hers in particular.

And God hathfitfome in the Church, firfi Apojiles, 8cc.

Oil R appointed Work at this time is to determine^ Whether
there be fitch a Church of Chrifts Inftitut ion, as confifteth

all Christians United orSubjefted to any one meer humaneHead,
Perfonal or Cofottive > Or, Whether there be any Vniverfal

Head or Govcrnour of the whole Church on Earthy befides, and under Je-
fusChrift? Which I deny. And when I have fully opened the [uefti-

on, I (hall prove the Negative both from this Text, and feveral oth

Texts and Arguments.

Of all the Controverfies between us and the Papifts, this is the firft

and greateft : We firft deny that there is any fuch Head : And fecondly,
That the Pope is fuch a Head.

The Papifts, as knowing the impoflibility of finding any fair pre-
tence of afcribing the Internal ads of Chrifts Office to the Pope, are

forced to diftinguifh, a Mediatorial Head of vital influx to the Church
Regenerate, from a Political Governing Head of the Chuxoh-vifible for
Congregate ). And they confefs that Chriit only is the firft •> but fay

,

that under Chrift, the Pope is, as his Vicegerent, the fecond : But'
we maintain the Negative as to both : And if there be no fuch Head,
there is no Church that is fo Headed. Two things in this word afe
meant in our denial. Firft, There is no fuch Conjlitutive Head, who
is to the llniverfal Church a Conftitutive, EfTential part \ as is a King
in a Kingdom, a Mafter in a Family, and the Pars Imperans, in ever}
Political Society. Secondly, There is no fjch Governing Head, having.
Power and Obligation to make Univerfal Laws, and tojuug andExe*
cute Univerfally.

There are three ways of Divine Inftitution which we here exclude,
irft,God harh inftituted no fuch Head orChurch by the. Law of Nature.

Secondly, Nor by Chrift himfelf, immediately determining it in his
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humane Nature on earth. Thirdly, Nor by the Revelation or deter.

mination of his Spirit in his Apoftles or any other Authorized and In-

fallible lnfpired perfons : And befides thefe three, we know no other

fort of Iniiitufion of God, to come into queftion.

Our queftion medleth not with the Heads or Governours of
Kingdoms, nor of particular Churches, but only of the Univerfal

Church.

Arg, i. From Nature, common llcafon and Experience, anon pojp,

ad non tjje : No mortal man, or Collective body of men, is capable of
being a Conftitutive and Governing-Head of all theChurch on Earth :

Therefore there is no fuch Head.
F/V/f, No ilngle perfon is capable of it. To prove which, confider

but, i. IVJjata Man is. 2. What fuch a man would have to do.
• F/r/r", A Man is a poor finite creature, confined to one place at once,

not able to eompafs the Earth, nor know all its Countrcys, much Ids

Inhabitants : Not able to take notice of all the actions of the fons of
men throughout the World j nor to receive fuch fatisfaclory informa-

tion concerning them, as may inable him to judg them jufily : Nor is

he capable of taking coguifance of one of many Millions of Caufes

that would belong to fuch a ]udg. And Man is a poor Worm, un-

able to procure any due execution of Univerfal Laws, and to reprefs

the Rebellion of RehTters* and to defend theChurch againft its ene-

mies. And man is fo bad a creature, that he that is tried in fo great

a work as the Government of all the Wcrld, and tried by fo great temp-

rations as mull needs arife in fuch an undertaking, will but become

C according to the courfe of ordinary changes; the worit, and {o

rhe mo ft odious of men : So that it is a wonder that Man mould be-

come fo ignorant, as to think that any one mortal Man is capable of

Ruling all the World, or all the Chrifiians in the World*
Secondly ^ But confider what fuch a Head mull have to do, ard

there will remain no difficulty in the Cafe. 1. He that undertaketh the

Univerfal Government, undertaketh to make Univerfal Laws, and to

exercife Supream Power in Judging and Executing according to thofe

Law?. And he that maketh Univerfal Laws in things unchangeable,

mi'ft fdppofe that Chrift hath not done it himfdf already, which is

faifc : And in things changeable, hemuft be fufficiently acquainted with

the (rate of all the Nations in the World , and the different Cafes

which require divert! fication both as to Time and Place : which a Man
of many Thoufand miles diftance is uncapable of

And as to ]udgm?nc and Execution. 1 . As to Perfons, it is to be cx-

creifed upon individuals. 2. As to-Caufess it is r. Either Judging who
is fit or unfit for the Sacred Miniftry, as to Ordination} or 2. Who is

fit or unfit for Chriftian Communion. And that in reflect, 1.T0
Knowtedg and Faith, or Ignorance, Unbelief or Heretic, Or 2. To a

Pious and Honeft, or a Criminal Converfaei on.

Firfc
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Firfc Kingdoms or Cities are not either fo be taken into, or caft

out c i that Church of Chrilt, for the Faith or the Faults of any part of

them. Baptifm bilongeth to Individuals-, and to Cities and King-

doms no orherwife than as conrifting of fuch Individuals : It is the:

Faithful and their Seed that are to be baptized 5 God -never Authorized

any to baptize Kingdoms cr Cities becaufe the King or Magiftrates be-

lieved.

And the fame muft be faid of Excommunications \ Kingdoms cr

Cities are not to be Unchurched, or Interdicted Gods wcifhip, becaufe

of the tin of Kings and Magiftrates : ( Though Cvch inhumane and un-

chriftian kind ot Difcipline hath ( upon ihc Venetians and many other

Countries ) been exercifed by the Pope ) \ God faith, that the Soul

that Gnneth (hall dye, and not the Son for the Fathers tin, which he is

not guil'y of.

Secondly, And if this be fo, it is eafie fo discern whether one Man
can fo Govern all the World. 1. He that ordaineth Minifters, muft

try them, that he may truly judg of their furrkiency. 2. He that bap-

ti/eth the Adult, muft try their Knowkdg and Faith, that he may
truly judg of their Capacity. 3. He that will ji fily judg any aecufed

of Hcrche or wicked living, mutt hear the WitnelTcs, and hear the

Peifcn, and understand the circumitarxes oftheCaufe: And before

he Exccmn unicate any, he mutt not only know him to be Criminal,

but alio Impenitent; and therefore muft with Evidence, Love and

Paricnce, endeavour tirtt to bring him to Repentance. The like know-
ledg is neaffary to a juft Abfoluticn. And what can one Man do in any

of this, for all the World ? /

Object. He can do it per alios, though not per fe : He can fendforth men
to do it. The King cannot Govern bit Kingdom by himft If only^ without

Offccrs •> hut by them he can.

J> ft?. 1. What other men do, he doth not: To fay he doth it

per alios, is but a deceitful phraie, and maketh not their work to be his.

That which he doth, is not to Preach, and Baptize, and Excommuni-
cate, and Abfulve by them, but to bid them doit, orlicenfe them \ yet

if he fent them all to do it as his Servants Authorized by him to do it

in his name and (lead, it might be called morally his Act : but it is not
fo. The Office of a Bifhcp or Presbyter, is of Divine Inftitution, and
their work defcribed by the Word of God \ and the Office and Work
is their own \ and they themfelves are accountable for it to their chief

Paflcr,
J< fus Chrift. 2. The work of an Eccletla flick Pafior is per-

gonal, even the exercife of his own skill, and not only the command-
ing of another to do it. If fetting others on the work were all that's

necefTary, there needed no Bifhop or Paftor to be fuch a Head i a

Prince were fitter ; David and Salomon could command the Prk!:s acd
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Levites to do their Office, and could place and difplace them h and fo

many Chriftian Kings : But as it is not the proper Office of a Fhyfici-

an, Surgeon, Printer^ Architect, &c to Licenle Phyficians, Surgeons,

Printers, e?r. or to fet them on work} fo neither of a Bi(hop or Paftor

to licenfe or command fuch : And for Ordination, it may be done
without a Pope *, or elfe how is the Pope ordained or confecrated him-
felk g. The Office of the Apoftles was not only to fend other men to

convert the World, and fettle the Churches, and govern them, but firft

to labour in all this themfelves, and then to ordain others to go along

with them as their helpers, and to govern the particular Churches >

which is not the fame thing, as only to fet other men on work. 4. A
Kings Office confifteth fo much in Power,to appoint Officers under him
to their feveral Provinces and Works, as that therein it greatly dirTereth

from a Pallors,which is like to a Phyficians, or a Philofophers
5
and more

confifteth in the exercife of perfonal skill and overfight. 5. But if all

this hitherto faid were nothing, it is moft certain that no King is capa-

ble of governing all the World : And if the Paftoral Office required no
more perfonal skill and exercife thereof than the Regal \ yet all thae

would follow were but this, that as a King by himfelf and his Officers,

can govern a Kingdom, but not all the World, fo is it to be faid of any.

paftor', though indeed the. latter is much lefs pofliblc.

The Impofiibilities are notorious at this day. 1. The Pope doth

not fomuch as know a very great part of the World, what Inhabitants

it hath, or of what Religion. 2. Much of the World is fo remote

from him that his Meflengers mud be many years in going, and all in-

formations as long in being fent to him. 3. The patfage is fo hazardous

and difficult that they are not likely by Sea and Land- to efcape all the

dangers in the way. 4. Many Princes Countries muft be paft through

thac are enemies to Chriftians, and infrequent Wars with us, and one

another, and therefore will not fuffer fuch paffage and intercourfe as

the Government of the remoteft parts require. 5. There are many
Countries that underftand no Language which the Popes EmilTaries

can fpeak. 6. There are many Chriftian Countries at this day which

the Pope lately was not known to, nor ever fo much as required their

Subjection :o him, by reafon of their incapacity of Converfe. When
Oviedo would have made the Abajftns believe that Subjection to the

Pope was neceflary to their Salvation, the Emperours Mother pofed

him by that Queftion, Why G)d nor the Pope ever told them Jo till now^

and why thty never before heard of the Popes claim? To which the poor

man had no better an anfwer to give, Than that inacceiliblenefs and di-

fiance hindered it, as Godigpw himfelf reciteth the D'ifcourfe. Which is

no left than a plain confeffion of what I am proving, that no one man

k 'capable of governing all the World : When fo great an Empire as

that oiJk-'fi-i (efpeciaily in its former grandeur) was fo for out of the

Papal
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Papal reach, as that for To many hundred years he could never fo much
as know them, and fend a Governour to them, nor any Mcffcngers to

claim their Obedience \ no wonder if much more of the World be fur-

ther out of the reach of his Notice and Jurifdiction.

Arg.i. And as no (ingle natural Perfon,fo much more no Collective Per-

fon or Company is capable to be an liniverfal Governour. For all the

forefaid difticulties will be yet greater to them, than to one. There is

none but an liniverfal Council that can be fuppofed to make fuch a

Claim i which Council mult be one Civil Perftn, or Collective, and

therefore be in one place, and manage this Government by Confent:

But r. That place where they meet will be as diftant from the Antipodes

as Rome is, and they will have as far to fend and receive information.

2. The collecting ofa true liniverfal Council, as I (hall (hew anon, is

not only difficult, but never to be done. 3. One man may do more in

a day, than a Parliament, much more a Council of all the Chriftian

World, Can do in many Days or Weeks j there are fo many to fpeak,

debate, and to receive fatisfadlion. 4. And feuds and difagreemfcnts

will be yet a greater hinderance: So that where there is a Natural Inca-

pacity,there can be no liniverfal Governours But both Pope and Coun-
cil" have a Natural Incapacity.Therefore neither of them can be an lini-

verfal Governour.
Arg. 2. From the filence of the Creed and Scripture concerning fuch

an liniverfal Head; If Chrift had inftituted any Vicaricus,Univerfal Go-
vernour, and confequently a Church fo conftituted, it would have been

plainly revealed in the Creed, or Sacred Scriptures: But there is no fuch

thing plainly revealed fnor darkly neither) in the Creed or Sacred Scri-

ptures. Therefore there was no fuch inftituted by Chrift.

The Major is proved, in that they commonly confefs that all Funda-
mentals or points ofcommon necedity are plainly revealed in the Creed,

or Sacred Scriptures s and they aiTert that an liniverfal Governour, and
a Church fo conftituted, is a Fundamental, and a point of common ne-

ceflity to be believed: Therefore if Chrift had inftituted any fuch, it

mult needs have been in the Creed, or Scriptures. No man can imagine
that if the reft of the matters of Divine Faith muft themfclves be recei-

ved from the believed Authority of fuch a Head or Church , Chrift:

would not plainly make known the Authority of fuch a Head and
Church: But this is , the foundation of the Papifts Faith.

And that there is no fuch thing contained in the Creed or Sacred

Scriptures, the Impartial reading of them is enough to prove : The
Crcrd mentioneth the Holy Catholick and Apoftolkk Church as Ode*

#

but faith not a word of Rome, or the Pope, or a Council, or any Ur.i-

verfal Governour of this Church, befides Jefus Chrift.

The Sicred Scriptures mention no fuch neither \ iri^ only Peter that

N pretended by the Papifts to be there endued with K ch a Fower. But
i. There Is no word that fpeaks fuch a thing , the confutation of their

vain
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" vain Collections, from Tn es Petrtts, &c. and Pafee oves'mets, &c, I have

made elfvyheie, and in this fhoit Exercitaticn neither need ncr may re-

cite if.

2. It belcrgeth (o the Univeifal Governour to make Univeifal Laws
for the Church j but no Scripture tells us of any more that Peter did in

this Legislation, then James or Panl^ or ether Apoftles.

3. Itbelongeth to the Univeifal Governour to give Authority to all

the reft, and to fettle all Inferiour Orders and Officers*, but no Sciip-

ture mentioneth any fuch thing of Peter, but the contrary, viz. Dea-

cons were inftituted by the Apoftles jointly* none of the red of the

Twelve received his Power from Ptter\ Paul took Silas, and Barnabas

took M*r^ with him, and ?j#/made Timothy, Tints, and others Evan-

geliits without Peter, or any Authority received from him \ and the A-
poftles ordained Elders in every Church which they planted without

Peter, J&.i ^.23. Tit.1.5, &c.

Ob'. Th:y bad their power from Chril b fore he afcended.andfj needed

not receive it from Peter,

A f Either Peter was made the Univeifal Governour before Chiiits

Afccfltlon or not ,• if not, then Chrift perfonally fetled no frch Monar-

chy •, yea.then he fetled confrar'ily 3n Arif^ocracy, or equality of Power

in many, that is, in all the Apoftles j and is it credible that he fetled

one form of Government at fi-rft, and charged it fo quickly after > And
then the Chinches were after Chiifs Afcenfion p'anrcd and fetled by

fuch as had no Power from Fetcr, and fo the Succethon is not from him

as the Head. And then all the Texts pretended by them fas Pape oves,

&c.) are by them forfaken. But if Piter was made Monarch before -

Chrifts Afcenfion then the other Apoftles mud before be under Chrift

and him. and as the Church had -two Heads at once, a Prime and a Vi-

carious, fo the reft urn ft have their Power from both. At leaft after

ChriPiS Afcenfion all the Apoftles would fall under the Government of

Peter, and fo from thence mull hold their Power from him, which

they never did.

4. It belongeth to the Unwcrfal Governour to be the known de-

c'aied Center of the Churches common Unity > to whom accordingly

in cafe of Divifions they fhould have recourfe throughout all the

WGild. But it was not fo concerning Peter } We read of many fad

Contentions, in the Churches of Corinth^ Galitia, Colffe. &c. yea of

Rome it felf, Rom, 14.^15. and many fad Heretics, Crimes and Brea-

ches in the Seven Afian Churches, Rev, 2. & ?, and yet not a word to

refer them to Peter for their healing, nor one reproof for their rebelli-

on againft him as Univerfal Governour, nor one perfwafion to unite

all in him ! Nay he himfelf, who 2 Pet. 2. doth write fharply againft

Hcreiies, never mentioneth any fuch remedy.

5. Ard
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5. And it b:lo.ig:ch to tfn Univerfi! Head and Governour (0 rebuke,

all culpable Liferiours, and to receive appeals in cafes of difficulty. Bit

norijof all this is laid of Peter, but contrarily that Paul withfr.ood.him

to the face, becaafe he walked not uprightly, and was to be blamed,

GjL 2. ib that the cafe in S:ripture is plain againft them.

'Afg*$. From the contrary AfTertionsin the Holy Scriptures. The
Scriptures are not only illent as to the Inftitution of any fuch Univerfal

Governour or Church, but they fpca't againft it: Therefore there was

no flich Inftitution of Chrift.

And here I mutt come up to my Text , and from it and others bring

in feveral Scripture-Arguments.

Note here i.That the Unity of the Church, and the nature and rea-

fons of it, are mod largely and expreily handled in this Chapter. 2.That
this Church is called the Body of Chrift, but not of Peter or the Pope*,

and that its Unity is placed in one Spirit, one Lord, and one God, Feffif,

6, 7, 11,12,13. and not in one Vicarious Head. 3. That all "Belie*

vers are numbred with the Members, even Apoftles themfelves exprefly,

as contradiitincl from the Head in whom they are united. Apofiles are

called here, Members in particular, fet by God in the Church, even the

ftrjt rank or' Members, and Prophets next. If Peter then was the llni-

verfal Head, it was not as an Apoftle > for the Apoftles were but the

noble ft Members in particular.

ArgA. If Chrift be here deferibed as the only Head, and Apoftles-

bat as particular Members, then no Apoftle was an llniverfal Gover-
nour or Head: BlU rhe Antecedent is plain in the Text, &c.

And indeed Eellarvzine is forced to maintain that the Pope fuccce-

deth not Peter as an Apoftle, but as the Vicarious Head* of the Church >

by which he confeffeth that Peter was not fuch a Head as an--Apoftle. Bu$
Paul here deferibing the whole Body, mentioneth no part but Chriil<

th: Head, and Apoftles and others varioully gifted and placed, as parti-

ciriar Members. So that here is no Office above Apoftolical in which the

Pope can fucceed Peter.

Ar£. II. The fame evidence is vifible in "Epbef. 4. where Paid vehe-

mently endeavouring the Ephefians Unity, reckoneth up only thefcr

ftven NeceflTaries in which it muff be founded : 1. One B)'Jy 'of Chrift),.

2. One Spirit. 3. One Hope of our Calling- (Grace and Glory ). 4. One-.

Lord C J.efus Chrift). 5. One Faith (The Belief of the Gofpel\ 6. One*

Baptifin (and Baprifmal Covenant}. 7. One God and Father of all, abor?

all, through> all and in all), veif. 3, 4, 5,6* Andin all the Members who-
muifinthefe feven be united, he placeth diveriity, and numbercth A-
pottles, Prophets and Paftors with the reft, as being bur" particular

Members of the Body. And then hedefcribeth the Body that is thus to*

be united, the ends and benefits of their concord^ and. the, fubordinate

means v






