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|oPPROBATION

| OF
Ithat Reverend Father of the
| Church, Jofeph Hall, Bifhop. of
-+ 'NORWICH.
1 2 Letter tobis worthily vefpe-
Ehedfriend , Mr. W.S.

i Worthy Sir,
gﬂ%‘%&amn youmany thanks
12202 for the favour you have
*** done me, in affording
me the view of thisfolid and
| (eafonable piece of Dr.Twifse,
 in full anfwer to this preten-
i ded Queftionift ; who under
| the colourofa Perplexing Cafe
'l of Confcience from a Preacher
i of the Gofpell, fends forth a
| Ay fool




foolifh kind of challéng’e to alfeminent in’_ZSc'hbol-Divifnit;y,
Proteftant Divines. Hadyoy that; the ]cfuits.havc felﬁ, an
not named the Author of thej(fot oughtl fee) (brunk undes
fatisfatory Anfwer, and fe]iis firength ;100 their.-Scientta
cpnded it by anothers attefta. Mediz;and whom the States of
tion,I could both have known

the!: Netherlands . 0ut of the
and avouched him. Thereis a

fame, af: hisvonth, would fain.
face of aftyle, by which we|h
Scholars know one another, proférs'm.'a

ave gﬁmp.tcda%vay withlarge
Publick-‘Profe(Tors
no lefs than our perfons by af thipinione of their Univesfi-
vifible countenance ;. whofoe] ties: . Lonely iwith be had met
ver hath read the witty & ac.] with 2 more able Adverfary :
cute exercitationsof this Au- For certainly ;.as 1 intimated
thor uponthe writings of Do- | to.you inmy laft, this Beagles
&or Fackson, will eafily finde whc_';ﬁ;c;yethc.be-,kWh,etth out
him in this Tra&ate both for of mifPriﬁo'n or craft, hil;l}fs
form and matter. This fculk. cou,nt'cr.,and._ru-ns.'all the whtie
ing and difguifed Chalenger uPeﬂ':a:WIOng,grpﬂnd:;, yam!y
could not have met with af

| fappofing, that differences- 10
meeter Combatant ; a man fo nts not;fundamengall;,makc
eminent a

pot
o A4 o

PR




a diverfity of Religions; and
wealkly conceiving , that be.

caufe’ there are .many .falﬁther convinccd,orfhamed; -
the mean while it 1 no-rsafon
ithat  his abfurd qbﬁmacy
| hould caft any blemifh upon

claims to Truth ir the. world;
God hath not left us means e.
nough' in hisrevealed Will to
diftinguifti Truth from Error
asif; becaufe thereare ftore of
counterfeit coyns abroad, it

feceive;. or poffible to difcem

currant money: wheréas, if his
wit would have ferved him, he

might have confidered, that | withall, upon due fearchi may,
| by thofe good means Wh!C'h
| | - | S < | forth tous,give
only can difference Religion j | God hathheldiortht )
are clearly laid down in t%xe. fa)- | himfelfio ful fat ;ffa&lsvtzlizr; :‘i
cred Oracles of Seripture,with | important Truths, as

foul §

all, both Agenda and Credenda
neceffary to f{alvation (‘which

which if any refraGory

will

ill unjuftly quarrell; he may
w; tl'lhcife gelps which God
hath lefe to his Church; be e

the clear face of truth.or be a-

| juds rs, who
uy prejudice to others,

Idtiot be Gfe far s man o are blefled with becter appff'j
e oa ooy gman o} ?::nﬁ;ns, whofe not-foreftal-

l 1ed fouls,out of that judgment

of difcretion, which Goc.l h.a-th
endowed. all wile Chriftians

~curely reft,witha re-
he ma){»fc.c;:es ‘yr wish e




folute defiance of all oppdﬁ that ift'{ﬁay be

tions. :
~ Had this |
confulted with learned Bifhoy

Queftionilt buf ¢y e

Davenant’s - irrefragable Dil- work : to fpeak free

~courde, De judice ar normafide,
he had forborn the blurring o

his Paper,and fpared the labor|

of this his perplexed and {haf-
fling propofall of his pretend.
Af;dly‘.p_erplexing ‘Quettion |
which in'very truth is sio ather
than a ftale and often explo-
ded Cavill,newly furbufhed o-

xer with a falle colour of.al
tenderly-conicientious irrefo- )
lation.. The man will finde}
himf{elf here, over-anfwer’d .
and receive too much honoui |

or two-paflages,

trom. fuchan Antagonift., in|

R that:

1 ‘
-3 m this learn-

, - wich m this
to meet W D'lfC_O“l'feia'

ed and weighty the. name
a8 - concerning “ )
as- ¢ the. Apo

f
and nl"umtf'erBeZft , 666.)

‘ . 1togcther

., doe not.2 :
‘:ak:;; my affent. Th‘alllt N{ye
{terie muft: ané Wlll tie
il clofe., after ?h Lo
'fcénning' of the pBut
»Witsuand ]udgeqlents. B
for all the Do&rinall POI}? .ﬁ; |
1. cannot. but. applaud .the

e Authout ;- |
as . worthy of th and. |

calyp




nd fatisaory co dhe Res www%r «aww
convi&tive of the Ad. %«»@ﬁ»«%wrow:

verfary Farewell, from you

much devotcd
Higham, ,‘41,”- a o Perplcxmg Quefhon :
29. 1652, o fj  OR, )
- ’ ' Adoubtfull C’uj& of |
~i_ijz;N | cONSCIENCE),
e Of a certain Preacher of the

GOSPEL

PNV B Religion is owr Faiths
()L Faith either faves or con=
, RS demnss juftly onght wethere~
A | foreto be able to wnderfband. and
Al F prove our Faith..
But now there ar:f eth-a great donbt
B e 10 me,and other of the ﬁmpler fort of
- S AR Chriftians, whether it be pofsible far
S s 1o bave an infallible certainty. of

aur.Faith. out of the holy Scrzpture::‘
an




A perplexing Oueftion. | A perplexing Onoftion.
4145}[['0 confequently to rte ‘on andlobfcurely expreffed in-that Book, .
#ruft tothis faith, asto anunfbakenl| 507 "% objelt, The Sedks doe not-
foundation 2 | " N follow the Seriptures onely , but they
The reafon of onr doubting is this 1dd their traditionss the Calvinits-
Both Papifts and Calvinifts boldins | 494 their reafor , the Anabaptifts
contrary. epinions,.do maintain anﬁ their dreams. | '
prove by the holy Scriptures (as they| I anfwer: They do [0, in thofe
Juppofe) the contrary to that wbici things which are not cleerly tanght in
the Lutherans holds ferionfly affirm- | the holy Scriptures, but in'the contro
ing, that in the Scripinures the Luthe. | vetfies between them and Lutherans, |
1an Religion is condemmed,and theirs | 1P proceed not [0, but by Scriptures
confirmed. Which thing w0 man will | 1hey fight againft Lutheran Tenents,

deny ¥o be an evidint Argument of | which are confirmed by the Scriptures, .

the obfinrity of the holy Scri | 1nd indeavonr by- the help of the
ty of ‘the holy - Scriptures, 5t for, and defend

If there be two Phyficians o | Scriptures to fig

learning and of tbej},&fme irzter{; :ZJZE | their own, which the Lutherans by
ring "ﬁe fiek, that is, alikeidgﬁ‘,,o,,f | Scriptures doe cqndemn. Nay mores
20 cure the difedfe, and zf thefe Phyfi- | there are fome (viz.the Anabaptifts)
ctans fhould ont. of one and the fame | that urge the Scriptures: in the wery
Book gather, ikt one that n Fever js. | Letter more than the rest. TheCal

curedwith wine, .and the other, ihat | vinifts ufe their reafon-, and ont ;o__f
wineis a5 bad as poyfon-to thes that the Scriptures draw Argument s which

bave the Fever, " how, Tpray, fhallwe thing the Lmtherans alfo doe , never
kiow ‘dohich of thefe twote takepare | [HIPTInG a8 of theirs 1o reafon: a-

”’it_b‘?” > A man -céﬁi“g'ai/aer-ho'r/j;},‘ gainft the Seriptwres:. o
but that the remedy for.thit difeafe i " 2, If it be objedFed unio them that
obfeurely : they ;

N\
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A perplexing Queftion. " A perplexing Queftaon.

they wilfully, and againft their con. anfwer‘. 1his 3 true in Popery, but
Jciences dee condemn the Lutheranfuot in Calvinifts, and others whic
Tenents, and confirm their own: Theylurge the Bible more than we do.Thefe
will anfwer , That this were a venfpave more freedom than we have to
grievows fin, and that men onght natlhe other Religions. Do not the chil-
to prefume that they would falfifie andldren of the Lutherans alfo innre
corrupt the Letters and Commands offthemfelves 1o their Religiom from
thesr Lord ts his fons and fubjeds Wiheir childbood? Do they learn a Po-
muchlefs that they do malicionfly errelpifh or Calvinifticall Catechifm, be-
and lead shemfelves and others intoffore they have Jearned a Lutheran
b the danger of their [alvation 5 andlpne? Is qob that & mans Religiom 3o
T B0 fay thetruth, it is mot likely thathwhich he. accuftoms Bimfelf<. How
- [o wany hundred thoufands of mesldoth achild or a Lay-tar, that hath
wonld comse to that pitch of malice,been tanght o Religion, kaow what
thongh ons fhowld efpecially eeing they s Ltheranifm, or Calvinifm? Dath
da.re confirns their koneft meaningYhe not take thas Religion whichis firft
with an Oath s wherefore unlefs they} offeredto bim? Befides, no fore-con~
be convinced of malicionfly-wiljull | ceited Opinion is fo faft rooted, but
error, we fhall feeminjurionfly to flan- 1hat it will give placeso dlear demon~
der them. , | Brations , which is confeffed avsong

3. It may be objeited  erbaps§ qll. Thereforewe foall never be able
they be fore-ftalled with preconceived § 4o confute any Religion with the.Obje~
opinions. Ianfmer. How? You will § Fion of fore—conceimd opinians. -
(ay they accuftove: themsfelves. from ; bat fhall 1 fay. move > Dot other
eir cradles, to their own Religion, Religions want civill learning? There

f”’ﬁksngtbeﬂtble and- other Bavk:_.. are fl)ﬂnd AMOng ﬂ thamfuﬂ;cientlj
I % ' | “learned

i

}
|
}
.
3 |
1
!
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A perploving Queflion.

learned and ingenions men , and of

scntimes they have much better anfgranted themt
fitter means for the advancement ofjgrace.

Learning,than the Lutherans havej
efpecially the Papifts who make choie

of the beft wits, whom they imploy in|man bis grace a#
& manner from tbe’irf cradles to their Noz;’ m;)-’" 0
fnll age in nothing elfe bus ffudy, me|God $ne 10182 RIRC
ditation,and comtinuall ’exerbz‘ﬁ:.:,,md wnd direition in a right way
do abundantly [upply them with all

things swhich ferve or feem to ferm
Jor their furthering and forwarding,
andwith all care and diligence do re-

move and take aivay whatfoever can-|fi

[eth; or feems to caufe any hindrance
of their courfe. They fiudy the Scrip-
tures and F athers night and day, and
refufe wo labonr in learning the foun-
dation of their own Réligion, and in
knowing and underflanding the Er-

rors of others. Nay, the method
and manner of learning , of compu- |
ring the Scriptuves,’ of interpreting |

according to the dvenoyt of'Fuithi} of
bringing no [enfe to the Scriptires,
and fuch other rules, cannot be uu.

Ob..

and folicited by prayerss

than onr [elves, nay

| which bath

[E—

4 perplexizzg-.Q_'geﬁiz;Jh., :
‘Obj haps God hatli #0
Obs; The P‘;J,;;ap;périt and 1his

God being [ought #nte

denies tono
d spirit of Truth.
fother Religions crave of

1anfwer:

J - ir minde
inlightning of their ::';eﬁ

(44 far aswecan

ioern) perhaps with a greater fer-
i:fnc; ani geal ;. meither arz, mértit |
shink, that they ask_ it.owt of dyp’;u tﬁ
ie and with dilfimulation, and $04%) /
they wonld mock. God. There o;'eﬂzm
i to.be taken for gmn.tcd.,_tka e
spirit is where the fruits of the bfto
vit are found , of which none o¥g 10
boaft above others. Nay r);fn; > Fhe
knowlege ofunde;ﬁfmdzngth CS iri’;

tures it a pecwliar gift of the ! Pther;
which is granted no .!ef:., to ,g hers
than tons. IF is Fre indeedina 7

wely underflands. the Scriptar 5
; the . Spirit that ditfare

oy 2n Sy d[ Lamf)
thems and Cas it isin worlaly e
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A perplexing"gjgeﬁolz.

%20 Dolors interpretatioy py decidin
doth juflific, till the Law-giver gp.
provethat deciding. Tet be 1has boaft.
ethof fuch approbatios of the Spirit
isbound to fhew i, unlefs he wilf b,
counted but an ordinary Dodlor,
Obj. 1f

¢ )
the Scriptures themfelves beay

wittef§ of their own closrme £y A
cording to that Thy Word is 3

any fhould here object H

Lanthorn tomy feet, ¢, and

you

havea more fure
L anfwer : 4]
God are bisros

3

Word, &,
the Commands. o
and [o ars 18 hi

Works which qre throng

nfeffed by all.
is W;r{b ;

Jor #tirco
forthh
Iure, Sign:s,
and by infinite

ther are noy ca

A perplexing Queftion.
1dd, that at that timemany parts.of
Scripture were mot yet writien ;
wherefore the evidence of the thing
nganifeflly proveth | that this is not
poken of the whole Argumsent and
Letter of the Scripture, for as much
a the Figures of the Prophecy of the
Apocalyps, and infinite other things
belonging to the fulfilling of thofe
Prophecies,were hidden from the Pro-
phets themfelves , and the Fathers,
(mnch more then from others) and
are yet bidden, Chrift bimfelf [peaks

in parables, to the end that men may

h- his Word s
that God fets
oy Nature , the Cres.

Wonders, beneath, above,
wa)
tures witnefs thy

es5 alfo the Scrip-
b #any things nei-
% be written. There-

Jore the VVep
diverfly.in the Seriptares , and f by
confequence,’ all that i, called Godss

Yord is sot weceffarily 0 be uader. :
Srood of the Scriptures. Hereunto
add, §

dof bis Voice is taken

-

hear with their ears and not #nder~
fland. The Scripture it [elf in very
many places witnefSetht at the Word
of God is fecret, obfcure, hidden, and
Jffcoweredmelj to the Spirit, or to
the Godly onely, to whom Ged reveals
it,fo that inthe Scriptures tbere'a.rc
more teflimonies -of their obﬁvfrztze,
than of their clearnefs 5 yet is not
the Scripture hereby _eitbcr:.j'qgé?ed,
orflighted,  For even Izeﬁrg_ﬂ:aebm
writien , men bad
was given and writ " 5 ooy




A perplexing Oueftion, A per plexing Queftion,
certain light, by the belp whereof thl Nor am I moved with that Objelfi-
wight (if they wonld) have Jonnd ouln, that it is enongh for the Luthe-
the truth more clearly thin we 5 anffans, that they are affured of the truth
althongh in the New Teftament 4 grey) of Lutherani[m, thongh others can-
Light be rifen, yet #nft we wot thinkkot fee and believe it.  For this is
that in the 0ld T eftansent there was ot that which I would have. I en-
mecr blindnefs. 1Whence we may reafnire, bow a mwan may be furenot of
Son, that God thought iy not wufefulbis own opinion , but of the truth:
Jorus to reveal 4l things to 175 o butllow if I believe and determine that
though all things perhaps be not neffich i thimg is trme this is wy opinion,
ceffary to be knows > yet neverthelefilyet is it not therefore the tr ’”/’:f" cing
there may be had 2 cortair and infal-Yruth and opinion bave nothing in
lible way of interpreting, by the belpkhem alike. A fedfaft perfwafion
whereof the moft, and moif neceffargkhangeth not the effence of the thing
Controverfees may be decided 5 ofwhereof a man is perfwaded. For then
whichif Friall bemade, a cleer lightbmight melancholick_ perfons 'Wbﬂﬁ?
and meer harmony may be fhown, in opinion is unmovable, work miracles,
Juch 8 criptures, as according to the g-fand make all their conceits effentiall.
pinion of many, ave obfenre, 1455 pof-YThe nature of true knowledge is this,
Jiblealfo, that ther, fhould be nof altobe demanfirable, not to me, or fome
Jew other wages of iluftrating that{wen)biit £o all, and 1o win a confint
which is obfeure, although this i1/ tr:. fionk any pran,4s two apd three makes
ed way be not ufed alome s for these|five. A thing controverted ., and
1y bot beadmitted 43, #fed,agree:| mhick f melmﬂfﬂ‘ﬁﬂﬁd O, Wﬂi[ﬁ’{’f
wents coming. from the ,?/:w:e Spirit| anioklses, cennemer..make, me, certaiy
‘andword, fometimes where. there is zmdi free from donbt, whether I haye
‘N0 Zfeaorgﬂmtioa. Nor /1 the

5 o
1

=

e e




A perplexing Queftion. - A perplexing Queftion.

the truth ornos and he that knowes®|  Nor will that' Anfwer. /ér've, the
#no other thau what be determinesmay | turn, Our D,vines and Paftors can
be excufed of malice and hypocrifie, iy anfiver you. | though I cammet : for
But this reqfoning,] and my follow3\ then fhould T believe with another
er arefureof this thing, thereford®) mans faith s but- faith" muf?, bee
itistruc, # nuredfonable reafoning@®  minc, not another masn s, - elfz fhould

Laftly , If we build our Religiog®  falv.tion alfo be another mans. If
onely upon the Scripture, the learned®  Relidion be the Jervice.of God, fure-
Jhall bave a great Prevogative abovl Iy it is-neceffary that T underftand
the uilearned inthe matster of : Faith '

. _ ‘:’ that ﬁr’vicﬁ : W/Jic‘b I };ﬂ(/i perform
and Religion, and fhall be: more inga- "

- 10 #y Lord. - Secing God will not
ged in thankefulnefs to God thanll reckon another mans Jervice for

5h eys and fo Religion fhall favour and i winc, and cannot be. [ferved by a
cleave to goodwits. Alfo many havellt, iSubfistute . it remains that wee
their [enfes exercifed in the Scripf = conclude Gontroverfies- are to- be
ture, or.are more inventive and inge

, left to learned men, and are not
nions than others ; therefore if a manky [0 wvery neceffary. It may be ame’
conld by difputing and reafoningQ [wered, Then alfy Religion is ' to
confute fome Thefis, and as it werd® be left. to learned men s for Gon-
take away a mans opinion from i »
and become Gongueror l.veﬁ:oul_dal% \ for (faving the. confideration of

troverfies -are- onr wery Religion ,
Jo take away bis Religion, and the ) t/:et)f) tbefe s .10 difference | but
other fhould be- confrained ez‘ther‘ta,, { Papifts are Proteftants | and Pro-
take up #his Conguerors' Religion,' | teflants - aye, Papifts 5 Jook how
or ag 4iﬂﬁ his: confcience fOckc_eP his f wuch a nan Rnowes of Countrover-

own. 2o - Jes,




A perplixing Oueflion.
Jies 3 Jo much doth be know of bis
owr Religion.. The flateof a mans
Jalvation is fuch as is his Religi-
on and -his Faith : Now there is
but ome [alvation ., #or but ome
faith. But if Comtroverfies belong
to the learnedomely , wherefore have
the Lay-men indured fo many o fflscti-

ons, diftreffes, nay and death it felf,

for thefe Controverfies fake ?

I kwow ipdéed that a Calvinift
Dolfor, ore Doitor Bergius, a Prea-
cher at Bremen , affirms in his late
pullifhed - Sermons | that Contro-

vifles are ot meerly peceffary to |

[alvation 5 That the . Scripture is

plain_and clear in thofe things .

which are neceffaryto falvation, and
~ that there was never any contrariety
“between the Religions -1hemfelves.

At which alfo the Leiplich-Collation

between the Lutherans and Calvinifts
pemes 1o aing. f
" -This Iam-petfwaded-is very true,

thet had the Holy Ghoft jwdaed
thefe

A perplexing Osteftion.
thofe Comtroverted Rugfbions necef-
Jary to Jalvation , it woyld have
expreffed and propounded thens in
the bol;‘ Seripture clearly and plain-
by, [eeing thofe Epiftles were fent
to fimple and Lay-men efpecially,
Nor doth it feerm likely to" be true
that ever there were Jo many Artil
cles of Faith drass oyt of thema as
are #ow 10 be read in the Gatew
chifms , Gommon. places, and Corg-
pends of Divines, ™ 45 yet there is
#o certain mumber of thems deser-
mined , fecing fome Divipes bave

- Propowndedmore , and [opse Jewer 5

and fome Religions baye in

of time , either added ozr %ﬁﬁ
whole drticles , and after 4y i~
Jeries indured Jor the defence of
Some of them Eniring away of mow
deration , they haye determined thap
Jor tolevable and andifferent | which
before they thought damuabl,, But

owfoever, there ape Jomany of thens

that & man nay defexvedly call in
2 queftion




A perplexing Queftion.
queflion the precife necelfity of them.
and this feems the beft Solution to

difintangle and appeafe perplexed,

doubtfull, and erring Confciences.
But could [0 wany thoufand Di-
vines of former- Ages be ignorant
of this >~ Hade there not o many
Wars been wundertaken for this
caufe > Gonld thofe learned men fuf-
fer [0 many thonfands of nien to run
headlong both by doing and [uffering,
into the hazardof body and foul for
Religions fake ? and fo many un-

o Speable: mifchiefs to arife, whenas it

js poffible for a man to be faved with-
out the . Controverfies of Religion ?
Butif this be the command of God
under- pain of temporall and ever<

Lafting punifiment, to fight for thefc

Gontroverfies , how can we excife i

thofe fhuffling agreements of Faith,
Religion, and Gods Worfbip? 4
Servant may not abate any thing of
his Lords due. -

. Let this thing be confidered, feeing
G.ooo - it

bS] .
.

A perplexing Queftion.
it is [0 intricate , and leads me and
many others into difguiet of minde
Jor which perplexities of Confcience,
nonewill deny that aremedy is to be

Jought at the hands of tho(e that have

Chriftian fellow-fecling , and might
be found if all the Divines of thofe

Jides that have left Popery., would

vouchfafe to afford me 4 wife, milde,

. andfolid dnfwer in writing , not fa-
- wonring of partiality, prejudice  or

Pd‘ﬂl‘()ﬂ{




'Doubting Confcience
- Refolved. -
I ‘Anfwer toa (breténdédj "

Perplexing Queftion,

v 2 M 3

i3 T isan old faying, that
UMD .

592, Uniwerus. Mundys ex.

X 38, -excet biftriopians, but I

Gl SOo»i0¥, think never more versi.

fied in‘any Agethan in this. There

was a time when' the Devill plaid

his partin, the thape of a: Dragon

with feaven hegdsandten horas,

- Rev.12.3,7,9. Bur after ‘the war

B4 n -




2 The Dosubting Confcience

in heaven between Michagl: and his
Angellson the one fide ;' and the
Dragonapd his Angellson the o-
ther, the Dragon was caft ‘out into
the earth,and his.Angells were caft
out with him. But he continued to
play the part of an. old' Serpent
{till which deceiveth the whole
o world; Adverfarins qu' in
Leo Ser-C- apersis ineflicax perfecuti-
d Epphen., o’ffibu} 'tegt“ ‘ﬂgcfédi Varte
defevit; andno marvell if intelli-
gent {pirits arc very fubdolots and
full of craft , Eum nimis

ecit tam nalura

Bernard in dﬁ””””- f

R T T B S vk |

',commin% -was In the effe@uall
- powero

-

“thiis Beaft firlt was opérative by de.

ceit : For he did great wonders, fo
that"he made fire ‘to come down
from heaven on the ‘earth in the

fight of men, and deceived them

that dwelt on earth by the means

. ot hismiracles. This is that Man

of Sin St. Paul fpeaks of, whofe
atan,in figns and lyin;
wonders,and in all decei vablene(gs
of unrighteoufnefs, 2 Thef:2.9,10.
and by his cunning practices got at

length as many heads fo'his body,

and horns to his head, as the Dra-

E ‘Sl:rfn‘{’;’f' Jfubtilis, quamlonga exer- | gonhad, and got him a miftrefs
1 .. citatio malitig ejus.. And - oo like himfelf, the Whore of
L} afterwards he found as; powerfiihl | Babylon, whom Fvbn faw Rew.

17.6. drunken with the blood of

1l means -to doe mifchicf; to fe 17,4, dr
| the Saints, and with the blood of

Church of-God, Gladio orit, by te |

i

{word of the mouth as’ formenly
he had-done ore Gladii | By the
mouth of edge of théfward) even
by ibther ‘Beaft! ‘whd" Haditwo
hernsilikethe Laiib! Repi 13! 41,
;lfg-.but;fp’é—k’éFlik‘g’:%hc’D“ragdn»’.A‘Ed
L this

the Martyrs of Jefus : Witnefs the

flaughrers made, and, barbarous

outrages committed upon the

Waldenfes, who firlt proclamied to
the world that Rome was the
Whore of Bsbylon, and the Pope
- Bs Antis
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Antichrift. But in thefe later days

andbroken off many horns of the

“Beaft, which hath prevoked thofe

Antichriftian Generationsin a ve-

h degree, Rew.12..and the -

Devill undoubtedly hath .now
,}g]r,eat,ex wrath than ever, becaufe

fhort time. Now of late yeershis: ;

‘greateft Pro&tors thie Jefuits have
not fpared to profe(s defpair of

‘prevailing in their caufe by difpu-
<tation, asappears by Weflans Pre-. .

‘face to his Book, De triplici bominis

fratu s The Gordian knot of Con~

troverfies in Religion. muft be cut |

fome Alexanders

affunder by
Ke this fe& was privy

‘fword. Beli

‘o fome intentions. on foot for the |

raifing of fuch Meteors asatlengtir

Have “broken. forth. into- thofe |

;&“o‘mis_» which fince have exercifed
‘411 Germany, if not all:Chriftendom

difcouife.

lncthe W.cﬁ;;.And I have yead a:

‘fie knoweth that He hath buta

m—

k]

the Lord hathblafted that Man of
“Sin with thebreath of his mouth,

e Befolwed &5
difcopsle written. by one whowas
fometines Secrefary to the Pope,
difcovering the pradices of thofe
times, and relating a counfell for
the propagating 0% Religion, ere-
Ged. and inftitured by Clemens

‘o auws that whining Pope, there-

by concealing the bloody and bar-

barous: intention: of ‘his hearts

. fome {ay that for all his whining he

was as lmpure as bloody.. Now
thefe courfes wherewith they tra-
velled many years . being -now
brought forth unto the light, I
jwonder not alittle that they per-
fiftin their motivelearning, which

of all others is of. the bafeft allay,
and hathmore of the natureof a
charm than.of a medicine to Cure

_Error ia grationall way:For I can=

notbe perfwaded otherwife, but

that fome vile Jefuite hath an hand
in this Argumeat to ftyle himfelfa
Preacher of the Gofpellfor thaugh -
he holds the Pope tobe Judge of

Cantroverfies;yot L prefame when

1
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e preachieeli hedothibe ! edkelibis

- Tekt ofit 6f the Popes Gations b

» Qufp_f ‘the Word of Géd's ind we
know - there are’ Dutch Jefuits,

-d4s well as Spanifli’ Jetuits ;' a‘nd I

-have hedrd, that whéh the Armini-

-an- quarrells‘were rife in the: Ne-.

‘therlands, fome Jefuits haveinfi-
- nuated themf{elves amongft‘them:
andipreached it their Congregiti-
oiis’, to ‘promote -thé“Armitifin.
caufe, theugh not knewii'to be d-
“ny ‘other than their’ own -Mini-
fters, - . Fosuw
-+ This Preacher of the ‘Gofpéll
fhapes his difcourfe at pleafurd,
calling it a Perplexing Qaestion, or
a Doubtfull Cafe of -'Cbnfﬁt;ibi'",_
whereas it contains 'il'Of}liilg‘,ﬁﬁé X
threed-bare drid'old worn-out Ar-
guments he was athamed to fay
that it ‘proceeds concerning the
Scripture, left the confciencé of e-
very fober Chriftian-(hould'rife a-
gaindt-it, therefore ‘he balks that,
and fhapesit-to proceed; Coricérn-
ing:

niRefolgidj 881

“ingxtiefoundativwof he Religion

of the Proteftants and - others

- whichi have "made- a" feparation
from'the Pope. « :Now" this foun-
.dacienis ne‘other than: the:Scrip-

‘ture of the Prophets and Apoftles,
.which'S. Paul-calls the foundation
‘whereupon: the Church is buils.
‘And the Perplexing Queftionand
Doubtfull”" Cafk of:ConfCience
coniesto this , Whether: the Serip-
sure:or the Pope'be the - foundati-
on wherewpon the Church.is builts
I do not-well uriderffand .what he-
meansby diftinguithingthofe who-
have:made a feparation from the-
Pape;into Proteftants and:others;
for'none feparate from:the Pope,
buar by reafon of the corruptios
they finde inthe Church”of Rowe
in the way of Error and: Herefie;
Superftition and Idclatry, and
theirbloody andbarbdrous difpo-
fition againftall thofe that cannot
brook her abominationiss; ~and
Proteftarits have their name from
o ] their:




8 The‘Da'u&f!iugﬂqulji‘ienke’

theii- proteltation | againft: thele

their courfes, . . -

As for the Queftion, Whether
‘any Chriffiam. bee altogether” and.
infallibly” cersain of -his Faith and
Beligion .by the holy Beriptures ,
and [afely rely wpon it againft all
temtations and objefiens? Is this.
the Perplexing Queftion > Is this.
.theDoubtfull Cafeof Confcicnce?

J

1t is now above I.:.600.' years fince- )
Chrifts Refurrettion,and the com..

mingdown of the Holy Ghoft up-- "

.on the Apoftles on the day of Pen-
tecolt; whoiever-was known. to:
make .queftion. of this -in the
Church’ of God ; untill this. laft
hundred years ,-wherein {o great
andgenerall a feparation hath been.
made , -not from the Ghurch of
God, but from communion with:
the Church df Rome? After-Chrifts.
pratice in incountring Satan, .and!
that-after a manner;competent, to:
every. fimple Ghrifkian, not difco~
wering the: Dﬁv,ll.ls-.:.gdnll;erati;!jg'

the:

the Text, Pfal.91.. He foall gitie kbs
Angells.charge over Shee toskesp Shoe

| .in all thy mayes , which lafk:clauite
in.all thy ways, the Devill omitted,,

butreplying, (Mat.4.) 1t és -writ-
ten, thow.fbalt not tempt the Lord by
God; and reprehending the Saddi-
cesfor.not knowing the Scriptuxes:
and the power of God, imputing.
their.erxor -tothistheir ignoranees.
and fhewing how little need there:
is that any -man {hould. rife from:
the dead to tell men -of that: place:
.of torment in cafe they have Mofes.
and the Prophets ,,and that who:
fo will not. believe Mofes and the:
Prophets , neither will they be-
lieve-thiough a man rifefrom the-
‘dead, Luk. 16. and .counfciling:
the Jews to. fearch the Scrip-
tures, Joh.5. and’ -juﬁif{mg them
in their opinion, -thinking .them
to be fufficient to dire¢t them unto
‘everlafting life: Afterwardsthe A-
poftles -fubmitted their Doétrine
0 be.cxamiged by the:Word .of
God;
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.God.The Beréansabéihg--éoﬁkhen'- i the laft .refolution of .ourifaith
‘ded for'this , (4. 7.) and profef- | ouphtto be madeinto the Werd of
fing that the Scripturesare ableto & Godsand the contradiftory nature
make -us - wife-  unto falvation ; of thk:Ropifh.Tenet: inv:proving
-through faith in the Lord: TJefus ﬁ thitrueChurch byithe Seriptures,
Chrift, 2 Tim.3.15. After the an- [ and the Scriptures by the Churchy,
‘tient Fathers have called the tri- | havingbeen made manifeft; o the
all of Controverfies to the Word ! ‘worldby:Divines,. After:all:this, T
of God, and Conftantine at the [ fdysthat a Preacher ofithe Gofpell
Councill -of Nice veferred 21l the = fhould beibrought uponithe Stage
- ‘Biflibps- there- affembled to pro- | to propofefuch a Queftion,as#he-
c€ed according te thiss and both : *her-amyiChriftian can. bee certdin
Chryfoftome and Aufit Have pro- | of bisYitk by the holy: Scriptured’;
fefled that all things nécefliry ‘to. ¢ morpropofe-id onely; but:towallize
falvation are clearly: fet' dowi in [j A a?'gei')piaﬂ‘e”d'; “Rueftionc vand.ia
- Scriptures and in the Controverfie | Donbifull>Cafe of : Confcienve.y; -1s
between Hierome and Austin aboue © fo unfhamefafta'courfe.; as immy
Panls reproving Peter ‘whether it | judgment it becometh: nonin but
| ! {uelvan-one as hath adihores: fore-

‘were-done {ericufly. or in pretence | 4

‘onely, Hierjme ple}z?din g vgri ety f‘,? i héad; and cannot belalhamddyy !
Fathers for his way, and Anflin op- g .. Yet I confider thé-conditioni of
pofing the clear evidence of the  thefé prefent tmes in Germany,
1l Texragainft them all,  And Py | whire the.Antichriftian) Congre-
W pifts themfelves,  thany’ of the i Satiens : hive cdnfédﬁmt;dfﬁthgm;.
}f ‘moic ingenious fort ‘of  them. | felvés, andr:{kgn"ooﬂ_ﬁ-fcllreaga-_mﬁ
|| havingbeenfound to confefs that Gods Secretaries , and as Pharaoh
' the: = purfued.




#| 12 The DoubtingConfiience | . - Refolved, &e.. 13
i | purfued the Ifraelites thinking to # propofed Queftion , and- this in
q | overtake them, and that theii'gluﬁ d %u£ch,whereas I had thought that
i thould be fatisfied upon them; {0 |/ this GQueftion bad neither being,
‘ ‘thefe have not onely thought fo, f life, or motion in any other part ?f
but done fo; it is not impoflible i the Chriftian world, but onely n
Il | but that fome weak Preacherof || this our England. Well, let us
|| ‘the Gofpell may fall into their || confider wherein the perplexity of
imndsa and ‘be fo charmed with ' this Queftion confifts, or what 1t
fears, or hopes; or bath, as tq be | jsthat makesit. SR
‘drawn unte ~their  hire , and ©  Difc, Owr Religion. isonrFaiths
! brought todo them this piece of = Faith either [aves or comdemns s
{! {ervice, as to propofe fuch a Que- juftly. ought we therefore 20 beableto
|| dtion, and name the child after = wpderfrand sndgreveswr Faitlh,

(,  thlsmanned; Foithefetimesare | .camfid. , The fult propofition,
] #the very hour ammd powerof. dark. Ef That our Religion igour Faith, is
i mefs, and Satan isnot yet bound, ' brought in topo purpole, the Ar-
! H

|

|

!

o Ao o) PPN

though wetrft his binding isnot ent here ufed ubﬁﬁqw,elieu
faroff. And-itdsnot firange that  hough withoutit,fuch asit js The
{|  -menfhould be:given over. torhe- » faith thatfaves is an ¢t in mans

|| lievélics; andtobecomé fome Je. © but that whichiste be pioved, is
|4 'f{all:s Prottor , calling men to re- % noaét in man ., but thﬁ objett of
I lievea fcrupulous and perplexed | thata, thethingbelieved;; what

(!_ cgnfcxenae, and tointreatall Chri- =~ confcience the Author.of Ihl? ,d_lf‘
|}, fians(efpecially the Calvinifks Dj- . courfehad I know not but I deube
I winesand Preachers) withall due { he will appear to be but of lit-
i refped togive a Solution to this | tle wit. -

l
!
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1 - Dife. But now there arzfet/: a great i us wifdom and righteoufr nefs,fanitifi-
i doubt to me, and others of the fimpler % cation and redemptions.. . - 7
‘; fort of Chriftians; W béther it be pof~ ;- Whofo doubts whether it be
(i fible fores to hawe an ‘infailible cer- 4 poflible to have any certainty of
§ | tainty of our Faith oui of 1he holy ifaithout ofthe holy Scriptures , I
1 i! Scriptures , -and [0 confeqnently to i demand of him,whether he doubts
i rely andtrufd to this faith as-to'an © of the poffibility for a man to have
1 unfbakién fousdativn) 50l . i any certain faith acall, orno; if
IH  Confideration. Lét my ‘Faith'be : he doubts whether thisbe pofible,
]! never {0 cértain; and my -Re- Who (eeth not that it is more fit
i pentance and good works never | this Queftion fhould be propofed
41 {0 fincere , T tfuft: neither to In the firft place, and upon the {fo-

i
i theorie'riof to thesbthier s Cheiftis  lution thereof, and not afore, to
i theRock dnd foundation Where- 4 proceed to inquire by what
| ‘upon Gods'Chureh is 'built; upon 1 thi ' be had; if h

{! n ods is ‘built; upon | this certainty may be had s 1t nc
{ii  ~whichwe are builtby the know. ' doubtsnot but that this is poffi-
i ‘Jedge of Chrift and faith in-Chrift, ~ ble, let - him fhew us how or by
“and in Hinti alone T ’i:’ruﬁ"bdt'-?ﬁ”fb; what means he is affured hereof,
the kéeping ‘of me i this knbwsz ' as namely, whether by naturall -
ledge and faithof Chrift, and for reafon,or by the word of the Pope,
‘the bringing. of me théreby urito - % orby the word of an Angell; And
falvation , -as' Puu] faitk, -1 CorS1. indeed if the Queftion were pro-
"20. I kirow whons 1 havé trisfbed, and ; pofed indifferently and fairly with
I know that be 3 ‘able to »’gé;}' 'shat  diftinGion, we fhould foon per-
which I bave committed to him. And
I Cor.1.30. God hath wade bimunto

) Hs é

‘ ceivehow. little caufe there 1s to
¢ call this a Perplexed Queftion, or

a
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a Doubtfull cafe of Confcience, 7 1. Letxs ihquire, Whether a-
though thefe forms favour of no ; mancan haveany certain faith at
leammg, nor judgement5 fOl‘ the all ? Lanfwer. 1. They may 3 for
perplexity thatis found in this Ar- ¢ many havehadit, as it is defined
gument isnot in the Queftion, if " by S.paul, Heb. 11. to be the evi-
it be, it is the meer fault of the § dence of things not feen , the:
propounder exhibiting itin per- & ground of things hoped for: and
plexed terms, the meaning where- % there the Apoftle reckons up a

Zal
S a2 S S e

S

of cannotbe eafily unfolded 5 but ¥ Catalogue of manly that had fucha

rather in finding out the truth y; faith. 1 prefume the propounder
thereof, and that is onely in cafe -} of this, if he be a Chriftian, makes
the reafons be of equall moment " noqueftion hereof: And that 4-
on both fides,wherewith the truth  brabam the Father of the faithfull,
15 incombred5 fo that the llght ]: Rgm.4,18,[9’20_ was fuch a one,
and convincing evidence thereof i who againft hopebelieved in hope,
cannot eafily break forth and ap- /i and being not weakin faith, he
pear. Thenas for a cafeof Con- : itaggered not at the promife of
{cience that is a very alien notion, ~ God through unbelief, but was
andill applied in this place: for « ftrong in faith, giving glory to
cafes of Confcienceare onelytou- i God,and that all the true children
ching what we ought to doe in a § of dbrubam havethelike faith as
certain cafesbut thisis onely tou- | 4brabam had. 2. But then let us
ching poflibility of affurance, as, | diftingnifh when we treat of pof-
Whether we can haveany eertain ; fibility, this may beunderfood ei-
faithby the holy Scriptures. But | thedinwdfsvence to the power of
let us proceed diftinttly, Ani '| "Nature, or inzetpdd of the po,we;;
1. Let 1 o 0
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of Gold 5 arid according to this.di-
ftinction I an{wer, Thatit isutter~
ly :impoflible to believe this by

and blood hathnot revealed this unto

thée, but oy Father whick: is in b

wveny andi 1 Cor. 2. 14. The naturall
man perceives not 1he things of God,

thelr:can he knows them becanfe they
are [piritually difcerned s And &/ e
53.1. Who bath believed our repovt :

and to whom bath the arm of God

Ry 1g

- God a man may believe, 4#:18.27.
" They belreved through grace.:: And
. Phil. 1.29. To Jou"'given not

gt , . .| onely to belicve in hi t-to [uffer
ower of ‘Nature, Mat. 16. -Flefh \ for I{im, -and ‘to beliéve and"/ ;?tnd
' marcy at Gods hands are all one,
" Rom.11.30. . : -

Now if it be gran’ted‘that. faith

per e oL J o may behad in what degree of cer-
' 14 . ”81" . ' . .

forthey ave'foolifbnefs wnto bim, nei- . tainty foever, what fober Chrifti-

.. an can make doubt but that ifque-

' {tion be made- about the means

whereby wemay have it, it may

' be had by holy Scripture as well as

\ - .
W' Leen revealed ¢ And Joh.12.39. el
\1; Te/.’le;eforé they. could not belicve, be- | by any other means ? yea and far
|

T  Hhey 8 \1:,. j better confidering that faithis in
cf";{,e I]EFz}lasf ";lb Zﬁ'g”}af: ;’::f ;;;;r f the propernotiong thereof the af-
ded toeir eyes ' -+ fent to fomewhat from the autho-

- f{ity'ofghe {peaker,and if the {pea-

o converted. and 1 jbonld | kerisbut a man, it is no better

b kg i, 0t s e

. vve i the fiofb cannot pleae God, and | be 8=”t' at ?p' that alone makes

1 Confequently they cannot have ‘!t tof ;fm[h clvxlnc. Now weall

Il Saich, for furely by faith we pleafe gcl(])_n efs, Fhat the 1oly Scripture 18
'God., But:then on theother {ideyit ﬁfff Werdof God , and therefore

jemofttrué; iihz’x"t‘byfuhE-PQWar;bg {| 0y any wordtaith may be hadin

SN " | God i -

| . .

\ bearts, that they fhould not fec zvtt!b
i‘ their eyes, nor wnderfland with their
|

|

C what

-

“‘u—-—-—ﬂ

i

» .
i1
| U —
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what degree of certainty foever,
fureit rﬁgy behad hy the Word. of

God3 d that noother way
can l))iyvﬁaith be had but by
the Word of God,not by the word
of the creature, whether man or

Angell. And if faith may be
wrgught by the power of Gods

~e T

Spirit in the heart of any man,, he
that makes queftion whether this

may be done by the holy Scrip-

tures, had need of fome good mea-

/.

fure of Ellebore to purge hisbrain, .

for he feems to me to be inthe
next degree to a mad-mansfor {ce-

ing faithisno faith, unlefs it de- :

pend upon fome word, that God

L) - ’
thould work his faith by another '
(. confirmed. Which thing no man will
 deny to be an evident Argument of

word than his own, is as uncouth

and contradifious affertion I
fhould think asever was heard a= 1 the obfeuri
mong thelearned. . Butit may be | zr1here bt
this Author through the confufion -\ Jears s

|

i
i

=
P

i Refolwed, &c. 21
fore let ustake notice of the Dif.
courfeit felf, whetherit may bear
any better ftate of the Queftion
than yet we have been acquainted
with: For I guels thatin theiffue
the ftate of the Queftion will come

~ tothis,

Whether it be pofsible for us by the
boly Scripture 1o have any certain
afsurance of the meaning of it. ‘

Difc. Thereafon of sur dowbting is
this,Both Papifts and Calvinifts bold.
ing contrary epinions do maintain
prove by the holy Scriptures (as they

ftppofe) the contrary to that which
the Eutherans holds ferioufly afferme
ing, that int the Scriptures the Luthae-
ran Religiosn is condemmed and theirs

ty of the holy Scriptures,
wo Thyficians of equall
¢,ond of the (ame intent in cus

of his wits, hath not hithertobeen . singshe fick, that o, alite defirom

. fo happy as to deliver himfelf?;; to cnre the di
.. fairly of his own meaning: Th:_;:;;» cians [hould

:
1

-

feafe, andif thefe Phyfi-
ois of oneand the ﬁu{fe
Ca2 Baok
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Book gather, the one, that a Fever is
curedwith wine, and the other, that
wine is as bad as poyfon to them that
have the Fever, how, I pray, fha'lwe
know which of thefe twoto take part
withall > 4 man can gather norhing,
but that the remedy for that difeafe is
obfeurely expréfjedin that Book,

Confid. Thefum of all thisis,
that the Scripture is obfcure; and

" that which the Author would in-
fer from hence is this, therefore it
is impoflible to be fure of the
meaning of it; whereby now I per-
ceive the Perplexed Queftion and
Dowbtfull cafe of Confcrence comes
but t0 thisin plain terms,Whether |
it be poffible fora man tobe fure ;
of the meaning;of Scripture; the
Author maintains_the Negative,
& proves it, becaufe the Scripture !

is obfcure , and the obfcurity of}
Scripture he proves by this, that(
men differin the expofition of it :(g
Now this I will examine in order, |
and frtobfervethe dodging dif-
R pofition”

B
¥.
i

i

- Refolved, &e. 23
pofition of this Author, and ma-
nife(t evidence of his caorrupt af-
fe&lon,.and that he comes to this
work with an intention not to feek
the truth, but to citcumvent it ra-
ther : For whereas the force of his
Argument to prove that the Seri p-

‘ture 1s obfcure , is but this, that
Pivines differin the interprz:tat{t- :
cnof Scripture, yet it ferved his
turn ratherto inftance in Papifts
and Calvinifts joyning together in
the interpretation of Scripture
contrary to the Lutherans. Might
hg not as well give inftance in Pa-
Pifts and Lutherans holding toge-
ther in interpretation of Scripture
consrary to the Calvinifts > Might
€ not as well have inftanced in
Lutherans and Calvinifts joyning
together in the interpretation of

Scrci pture contrary to the Papifts?

undoubtedly he might_for it is but
an 1ndefin_1te propofition, and the
matter 1s clearly contingent, Now

C3 an
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an indefinite propofition in a con-

tingent matter is confefled in

Schools tohave no greater force

than of a particular propofition:

Asmuch asto fay, they differ. one

from another in the interpretati-

on of fome Scriptures. Now this

may very well betrue, not onely

of Papiits: differing from Prote-

fants_but of Papifts differing from
Papifts, as Maldonate from Faufe-
s, and Proteftants from Prote-
ftants, not onely Lutherans from
Catvinifts, but one Lutheran from
anothter, and one Galvinift from a-
sother in the interpretation of
fome places of Scripture. Nay,
Jdoth not one Father differ from a-
nother after this very manner?
And do not Modern Divines, even
Papifts aswell as Proteftants, take
liberty of diffenting from all the
Antients, in the interpretation o

fome places of Scripture? Witnefs -
Maldonate inthe nterpretation of .

that Mat.5. Blefed are the poor i
[pirit,

. Refoloed, &c.  sg
JSpirit, who takes a way of inter-
pretation different’ from all the
Antients, by ‘his own confeflion,
And Cardinall Cajeran when he
was put upon the fudying of
fg{iptu;? gy occafion of hisy cogf(e)-

etice with - Martin' Lather , who
would. hear nothing But Scri 'tur: |
{fee what a' profeffioh he- makes iti’

his entrance upon writing Com- .

mefitaries on the Scriptures, si
_q(mndo veekrrerit novis fenfus: Tex-
tﬂi c&qunm s Her 3 [acra Striphw ;
nec 4b Becléfie: Dollrina -diﬁ?m#"
qramvis 3 Torvente Dockornm fam:
rum alienwm, aqnvs [ prabeant cen-

Jorés =~ And whety suftintikes no.

tice of therialtiplicity of tranfla-
tions of the Scrif;turg ) ?lft: f::? ?o'
far from bcm‘ﬁ‘ offended thereat
that he profefled there was mote
profit than damage redounding
thereby to the Church 5 and why
may it not be fo by different inter-
pretations alfo?it being more eafie
to judge which of them is the
€4 right,
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26 The Donbting Confcience
right, orby refuting them all to
find out the true interpretation,
than at.the firlt dafh-to find out
he truemeaning: .-
th‘e;‘.;"m(){)"fer‘vel tl%e abfurd and ma-
licious carriage of this A'uyhoxs'.
1. Infhaping 511fferept_&ehg1o:1_ 3
according to different interpreta -
tions of . Scriptures. ;- whcreéls )
have {hewed, that theforce o It e
propofitior is onely a Part_l};:u :arll'i
namely, that they differ ml the 1 "
terpretation A(ﬁ)‘f fo.x,,n‘e' P ac;i : o
Scripture, which difference I ha
fhewed may be found, and ever
hath been found more .or lefsf > }(1:;
ven amongft them that are f;)‘ the
fame Religion., as amongl 'ntéf ,
have been more -dlfferent,m_‘h' :
pretations of Seripture found,t h‘fllc
among(t the Antients ; yet w 1;-
Chriftianis found to be fo nnpm
dent and immodeft , as to lay t

ir charge that they differed 1n
gleeffg(i:oggénd look how many. dif-

. e crip-
rpretations of Scrip
ferent 1nterp | ture

~ vinians them{elves, b _
- ly deny thereare different Religi-
ons. The Lutherans we hold to

' eonceive to be a ver

Refoloed &e. -~ 14

ture were found amongft them,

fo many different Religions there
wereamongft them? he might as

‘well profefs, that the Papifts a-

mong(t themfelves, the Lutherans
among(t themfelves, and the Cal-
vinifts among(t themfelves are of
diffcrent Reeligions. |
3. Weacknowledge different o-
pinions between Lutherans and:
Calvinians 3 fo no doubt there are
different opinions among the Lu~
therans themfelves . and the Cal-
ut we utter-

be true Churches, agreeing with us
m the fundamental points of faith,

- and likewife inbeing free from I-

dolatrys; for albeit they have Ima-
gesin their Churches , which we
y dangerous

_ thing , yet they doe not wortfhip
. themsand although they hold reall
Prefence in the “Sacrament 5, yet
- they donotadoreir, .

o C s fo




28 The Doubting Confescnce

5o thatalbeit we think fome of
their opinionsare contrary to ths
Scripture, and they think the like
of fome of ours, yet neither we
fay of their Religion, nof they of
ours 1 trow, thatitiscontrary to
the Scripture, much lefs that 1t 1s
condemned in Scripture.

But comewe to the main fcope
of this Authors Difcourfe, which:
is to prove that the Scriptures are:
obfcure, and from thenceto infer,
chat we can: have no aflurance of
the truc meaning of it. To this we

anfwer ,.

1. By denyingthe confequence,,
whichi is this, Divines differ in the-
interpretation of Scripture, there--

fore thie Seriptureisobfeure..

_ And I'provetlie abfurdity, and’

L

uatruth, and weaknefsof it

" 1. ITvisweals 5 for at theutter- :
miaft it proves ‘that it 15 ‘obfcure |
but-ia fome places : For thi sdiffe- .
gence of interpretation is but of

fomeplaCﬁS,_,as;l_hm{hewe&,’ﬁdi |
. .

d

|
|

¢

~ Refoloed, &. 59
ﬁ?e forceof the propofition Thive
f ewed to be no greater than- the
force (}F a particulars#

2. Ttisabfurd; forby the f:

| ame
:'edfqn-l may proue, that};he Scrip=
i:lrells clear, thus: That Sctipture

clear in the interpretatios
wherein men.of diﬁ'ercnll op:;nlgrll;

and different Religions: doe agfee;

But men of different opini
m ohs ai
tl’gf}xglons doagreein tge_ intersgec}
; ion of divine Scriptures theres
ore the divine Scripture i¢ clear 3
and indeed it will be found tha:
’v»}e. ggree in theinterpretation mot
Of hgme oncly, but of many places
? wly Scripture:  Now whatab-
furd a courle is it foraDifputant fo
to difpute, as that his Argument
;nax be' retorted ' with as good
orce againftHims yea and much
mores For when tier of different
q é)zmon‘s are found to differ a‘bout.
ft ¢ Interpretation of a- Sctipture |
mrgay be this atifeth from the
of cheir own opinions, which

LR T
. 2 5T
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| 30 The Doubting Confcience

makes the Scripture feem to found
the {fame way ; but when they a-

* grecin theingerpretation of Scrip-

ture, notwith{tanding their ather
differences, this argues the Scrip-
ture to beelear enough : Nay,we
know Bellarmine will diflike an o-
pinion, and Muldonate an interpre-
tation of Scripture, for Calvins
fake, ftriving to differ from fuch
asthey hate, though without all
juft caufe, and ro wreft the Scrip-
tures to ferve their turns. - - .
3. Laftly, the Confequenceisas
untrue, asic isweak and abfurd;
for the caufe of this difference may
bein the darknefsof their under-
ftanding, who takeupon them to
interpret - it, rather than in the
darkne(s of the Scripture it felf,
which whether we confider the
Law or the Gofpell, each of them
is termed light by the Spirit of
©od. Thy Law is a Lanthorn to
my feet, anda light untomy pathes,
faith David, rfal.x19.- And of the

Gofpell .

.:Refol‘wd,' &c - 3t

P
Gofpell our Saviour {peaks, Light

came into the world, but men loved
darknefs rather than light ,: Joh. 3.
the greater will be theitr condems-
nation. o

And as for the inftance propofed
toprove the Confequence, of two
Phyficians, 1. The particular pro-
pofed is moft inficete, anda meer
fition without all colour..

2. Yet 1 doubtnot but Galerzand

Hipocrates in divers.places may ad-
mit different interpretations :
Therefore Fanfwer,
1. This alfo may arife not fo
much from the obfcurity of the
Text, as from the fault of the In~
terpreter. | -

2. Itis a moft alien courfe, to
compare the Word of God, and
the word of Man togethers for
man may contradi¢t himfelf, God
cannot 3 man may forget onetime
what he delivered at another,God
cannot, - '

. 3. Thereis a vatt differencebe-
\ ' | tween

Y, . At A e At e [Ty TR %, 25




32 The Doub:mg Confcience -

tween the things of men and the

things of God; fo that whereas
paturall reafon and naturall in-
ftruction may be fufficient to ina.

ble a man to underftand the wri= |

ting of another man, yet onel
fupernaturall illumination is fuﬂ‘i}f

cient to inable a manto difcernthe

thingsof God; yet 1 confefs, on
this particular fome judicious rea~
“der may thinkto find a flaw, yet
I prefume that upon. ferious con-
fideration that attempt will prove

but vain, and none but a Socinian:

will oppofe in.this, who denies all
fides anfufa, and acknowledgeth.

nohe but acgaifita, faith naturall,

and fbrewd fufpicions that way
are betrayed by Mr.ch:lingsworth,

asif heacknowledged no faith,but

faith-naturall.

- 2. But be it granted, that the
Scriptureis obfcure, 1. Confider
the forceof this propofition; itis-

but an-indefinite, and- the muteer

is-apparcatly contingenty forun-
, doubtedly

Refolved, &ee . 33
deubtedly it was at the good plea-
fure of God to fpeak after what
manner he thought good : Hence

it followeth, that the force hereof
is but the force of a particular pro-
'~ pofition,as much as to fay, that the-
i Scriptureinfomz placesisobfcure,,
. orfome places of Scripture areob-
- {cure. Andindeed Gregory of old:
- hath profefled thatthe holy Scrip-

ture is likeunto a ford, wherein: a:

| Lamb may wade, and an Elephant

may {wim; and before him S.Paul
tells us, that it contains both milk

 forbabes, and {trong meat for mens:

there is enough, and that plain es
nough, tofatisfie the hungry 5 and’
there 1s alfo enough, and that ob+
{cure enough, to-prevent non-feas.
Hing, efpecially in the Prophe-
cies for thetimes to come: The:
fir(t promife of the Covenant of
Grace was this, the feed of the wos
man [hall break the Serpents head

| Hereis a-doublemyftery in genéral
potions arried,the one the yfte-
j ‘ Iy

¥
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34 The Doubti}zg. Confcience

ry of Chrifts Perfon exprefled by
thefeed of the woman, but impli-
ed to be fomewhat more, yea
much more, even fuch a onc as
fhould break the Serpents head ;
the other the myftery of his Office,
carried onely in thisgenerall noti=
on of breaking the Serpents head.
In thistime of grace we know this.
to have been brought to pafs by
his dying for our fins,and his rifing
again for our juftification. Had
this been known to Satan, as now
it s to us, isit credible that hee
would have perfwaded Fudss as he
did to contract with the high
Priefts to betray him into their
hands ? that were Judas like after
he had betrayed his Mafter to: goe
forth and hang himfelf: For we
know that upon the Crofs he {poi-
led Principalities.and Powers, and
made a {hew of them openly, and
triumphed over them. The day
of Chrifts Refurrettion undoubt-
ly was a day of extreme confufion

 of darknefs -

< livered |
, for the. obfcurity of the. fame)
/2. But fuppofe all were obfeure
{ Yet are there not degrees of obfey.
¢ 1ty 2 Amongft Writers in
- Languages thereis this difference
; fome write more obfcurely | {ome
rmore clearly | as among(t - the
 Greeks, what difference between
| Chryfoftome
to !

- Refolved, &e.

to the Devill, and all his Angells

So the Jewes had
they known this myftery’ of his
Perfon, they wonld no have erucified
the Lord of glory | 1 Cor. 2. 8. bt
this wifdom of God in amyftery
was hid from them, 1 cor. 2.7. and
becaufe they knew him not, nor the
words of the Prophets mhich were read

| cvery Sabbath day, they fulfilled them

i condemning
' Butif all things
- vation are plainly fet down in ho-
" ly Scripture, as both Chryfcftom
~ Greek Father, and Anflin a Latine

hirs, A&s 13,27,
neceffary to fal-

Father , have concurrently de

what are we the worfe

all

and  Epiphanixs this
way ?
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afl 36 The Doubiing Confcience
e way ? among the Latines between
Tersullian and Cypriax 2 yet who
doubts but even Tertullian ay be
underftood, and that by Cyprian;
who was wont to call for him in
thefe terms , Da mibhi Magifirum 3
{o amongft School-Divines, Agis
" us and Dwrand are per{picuous
and clear, not fowith sco? orCaje=
tan ; {0 Alvares fair and clear, Nz-
parrebtus i Dorminicanio, but all a-

| Word of God hath taught us that
knowledge is eafie to him that will
underftand. If thox calleft after
knowledge, and crieft for underftan-
ding : If thon [eekeft her as filver
and [earcheft for her as for hid trea-
| [wress Then fhalt thos underfland the
i fearof the Lord; andfixdethe know-
ledge of God, Prov. 2. 3, 4, 5. efpe-
. cially astouchingall things necef-
. fary unto falvation. 3. But fup-

- -—
.

doth of the Gout; whether he uin«
 derftood him@lf or
not ; fure I am
Reader, yet by
on of ftudy the
ovetcome; asl

in him

=
b
o
s
S
-
y

tewere the conftruing '
ons Englifh, yetno where elsthat|

1 know {ave in treating of the Di-|
vine E[fence, Prov. 14.16. Now the

no, Ifkn%‘v 1
he torments his | and make us affured of it/ And
r pains -and intenti~ = hath not our Sayiou '
diﬂk}\ﬂty maYbe = r aﬁhred US:
have found in p?i‘r't-, _:, i
but 1 do not think any knowledge . #350 more Joall the heavenly Fat
worthy to be redeemed o hut vt
with the like labours never any 2. .
thing tormetited me more unlefs + us this faying, 1 Joh.2.27. That an-

.« noynting which ye received of him

Wordr;

»

tonp labours of obfturity asa man | pofe it were very obfcure through-

- out, is not God the Authordbleto

inftruct us in his$ own meaning,

that if earthly Fathers kpow b
. _ . oy ¢
give good things 1o their fb;ldteﬂl:

givethe holy Spivit to thees that o
hims. Theholy Apoftle teacheté

dwelleth in you, and yemeed not thas
any man teach youy but as the [ame

annoynting teacheth yow all things ==
Here-
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38 The Donbting Confcience
Hercupon Nider a Papift, 1n his
Confolatorinm timorat£ Co) cienti®,

owledgeth, thatevery childe
icfknGod ha?h the direction of the
Spirit to lead him into all truth
neceflary to falvation. And cer-
tainly the truth of Gods Word }s
infallible, Cui mon poteft [ubeffe fal-
fum Asfor the certainty £x P”’}i
Scientis, 1. That God can WOIX
in fuch a meafure as he pleafeth.
2. Yet we know in the beft there
s the flefh lufting againt the ?p}-
rit, and that {wayes to infidelity,
but the better part malters 1t

3. Andas for doubting, that isrd-

ther on the part of fiducia, than of

des, and thofe _
fesl? and that is the beft faith
mafters

tentations. - |
Thus I prefume the {fober Rea-

der may obferve the ro;]ten C(ﬁl(l)i;- g
Difcourfe threughout, |-
nothing of the

tion of this
yet wehave {poken

Ly

doubts are malfte-
that

meth
doubts, and overco :

i3
vl

RPN

] in comparifon to other
Scripture, 1n cqmpanf

means -

- Refolved ,&c.” 59
means of aflurance which this Au-
thor fubdoloufly, or fimply con.
ceals, becaufe to leave Scripture
and to feek forth for affurance elf’
where,he perceives that this would
manifeftly appear in the end to be
no better than to leave the fountain
of living water , and to digunto -
our felves pits, even broken
pits that can hold no water, Jer..For
confider, fhall we fly to the voyce

of the Church? confider , the
voyceof God it is the voyce of the
Church,ﬁand more. 1, It is the
voyce of the Church, yeaofthe
beft Church, and purelt” Church ,
namely, the voyceof the Prophe-
FcallDand[ Apoftolicall Church.

or Dcus loguitur per Prophetas oo
Apoftolos. And thisis thatPChurch
to whole voycethe laflt refoluti-

.. onof our Faith ought to be made,

[

10 the opinion of Durand 5 thenit
1S more. than the voyce of the
Church, for noly neen [peak., iouusro,
as they were moved by the Hsly Ghoft,

2 Pct,




o The Doubting Confcience )
: r.uit. You will fay, buti';
tghlt):?;ﬁe.&ion is about the meaning

Oflit:;nfwer, 1. May therenotbe

] bout the mean-
in m%illlx::l ‘\lrfaf;lcoenO% the Chuvr‘c;l;; 3&;
abe ot the meaning of Gods yor
ab%urc doth the Church I:: cak
Y Z-authentically than én gncm
t1:f:*.cl)IrCouncills? See the Co

Hift.of the
Co{fncjll of

him
Trent.

; d
f PReftrice arge
Shereuntph 1‘}l1P°n
d, That witha
%ﬁiﬁi}h an Ep1cCr,

all men to take upon

commanding t};fm'
from him, and then

of: Rowe.

"G >ouncills
2, Again, Generall Cou tnay |

i rentof D

£ ¢+ the Pope wasunwilling E which we
of Trent,

it, till Cardi~
to confirmit, till L |
nall Bon Compagio Bifhop | Argument
this § itgood by convincin
he fhould { toeveryfober con{cience, let my
f(:fbidding | proofs be rejetted, butwithall let
thencll
: hereof, and §
the interpretation ttg feek that | b
(faith he) }:ﬁ |
o enient in- g
ne to devifea conv rudi- y
‘tl::gx?euti(::lomtgg 3}1 ﬁ;ﬁf fz’o,ur: words, bath one that judgeth him, the
cesto theadvan |

] Zohz‘ltbat 1 havs fpoken, i Joall judge

Refolved, &, 41
may erre, as Aufiin obferves, the
former have been corretted by the
laterin fome thiags, -

3. Such Councills never went
about to write Commentaries upa
on the Scripture, & if they thould,
Cajetan confeflech, an interpretati-
on may be given congruous to the
Text, yet different from the Tor-

oltors notwithftanding
ought to receive jt, |
4. Laftl

¥, after what fenfe foe-
ver I interpret Scripture in an

»if Iam not able to make
g arguments

him look to'it after whyt manner
he refifts the evidence brought, as
erfor it at the day of

according to that of

ob.12.48. He that re
s and receiveth por o

M ai she lafs day,

5.1t
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5. [t were eafiy to produce va-
riety of teftimonies,even of Papilts
acknowledging the laft refolution
of our faith ought tobe made into
the VVordof God, and that the
true Church, and the power which
it hath,is not known but by the
Word of God. V

2. Or willthey fay the Pope 1s
to refolve us as touching the mean-
ing of Scripture. To this I an-
{wer, 1. That Icarenot who in-
terprets Scripturc tome,{o he per-
forms the part of an Interpreter
indeed, and makeit appear to be
the meaning of it. 2. And if I
doe not {o, I am content to {uffer
thelofs of that Argument whate-
ver it be. ,

3. Thenit hath-beena very rare
thing for Popes to fet themielves
to interpret Scripture. 4. It1s
well known that Liberins Pope of
Rome, fubf{cribed to Ariani{m; Ho-
norins'was.a Monotholite ; Pope
John the 22, denied that the fouls

Refolved, &ec. 13

. of men lived i
1 ‘ ed after feparation from
. thebody; liketo the Socinians of

thefe dayes, whofe opinion was
crle% dow:ilhat Paris, and openly
prociamed heretica]] ! : (P :
of a Trumpet.ucan > th'c omnd
3- Or fhall the Rule of intep.:
Pretation of Scripture be che cop
gruity of it to naturall reafon . a5
the Socinians make i>This ;s n:ao‘}g
thamefull and unreafonable. confis
dering, 1. That our natural] rea:
fon is much corrupt by the fin of

of

Adam, The th.ngs of God feews foolifl
725 b0 the maturall nsan 1 Cor. 2 ; )
n};uumlly weare all darknefs, 2. It
the ftate of Innocency,do we thin’k
thae 4dwm by natural] reafon was
able to find outop jultifie the T'r:} ~'
?)lty of Perfonsin the Unity of ﬂ:;
: cttieeWe fay God may be known
'U):; }: gth tof Nature, Dnod attines ad
atem nature, butnot k
g:;d ggge}l)» arh‘} rf{nitatem Perr'}'g;?}
. ath fet t Id i
mans heart ({aith .S’alorf:fn)W;zltdcalg
D




4 4. The Donbting Confcience

hat he
t finde out the-works that he
lﬁztr;iowrought from the be,glpnmgé
to theend, Ecel.3. and if he capn}(:
finde out the worksof God,f;s g
able to find out thenature 9( gci d
himfelf? we k?owd he iz {ai
inadarkcloud.
dwlgl-itf::t?Obj . Some may ?bjeéf, The
Seéts.do not follow theh Sc;zp;f};i;toﬁ;
d, the Papifts trel
ly., but they add, apifts Belr
Traditions 5 the Calvinilts 1
gi%fezsozrtz’e Anabaptifts their
Dreid::z?mc,r + They do [0, in trbofc
things which are not cleerly tanght 11
the holy Scriptures, but in the contro-

¢ untrue: But we kee

Q‘ profefiing to the w

.« Refolved, &ec. | 45

Letter more thanm therest, | The Cals
vinilts mfe their reafomn, and out of
L the Scriptures draw Argnments which
) Thing the Lutherans o doe , never
t [uffering amy of theirs to reafon a~
" gainft the Scriptares, -
1 Confid. This Author will have
; themaking of his own bed , and
. fhapes his Reader at the firft en-
). counter to yeeld, ackmowledging
v, theuncontradittable nature of his
" formerone onely Argument,which

weak, very ridiculous , and very

P our ground,
orld, that the

{ yetI have fhewed to be both very

. - Scriptures alone being the Word
verfies between them and Lutherans, ¢

they proceed not [0, but by scriptures

j theran Tenents,
bey fight againft Lu et
:ﬁgcjlf‘%m confirmed by the Scriptrres,

-

of the
and indeavowr by the lf:ﬁfz (g:’ﬁnd

. scriptures to fight for,
fng own, which 1he Lutherans rbf
Scriptures doe condemn. Nay more;

. . I Anabaptiﬁs)l
gher are [ome (Viz-the very)
Letter ‘

that urgethe Scriptures in the

~.8

- and no word of man;
- Traditions R

; count the Word of God uniyrit-
I, ten

L

: that Calvinifts

~of God, are therule of our faith,
Papiftsadd
which yet. they ac-

5 we abhor to make

any thing
therule of our faith byt |

the writ-

ten Word of God. It is falfly faid,
add their Reafon,

they rather fuppofe Reafon thap
2 ad(d




45 The Donbiing Confcience

addit, the Word of God being
given to nonebut reafonable crea-
tures. Neither doe we make this
Reafon of ours a rule of faith
added to Gods Word , but it 1s
that light which God hath given
us wherewith to fearch into the

meaning of his Word, and by ftu- -

diousinquifition and obfervation
to difcoverit; and makeit known
toothers, and by good rcafon out
of the Textto convit others of
the truth. And doth this Authors
reafon gotobed, andflecp when
he comes to read and ftudioufly to
confider the Word of God? If it
doth, he will prove nobetter than
a4 drowfie Student, and I know no
veafon but fuch a one may bein

love with dreams as well as Ana-

baptilts.
1. In

fupp

Refolved, &c. 45
bout fuch things as are clearly
taught in Scripture, asif they ay
greed in thofe things which are
not clearly fet downin Scripture
and - differ onely about thing?s
wh :bh are clearly delivered there.
; 2. He fuppofcth that Calvinifts

o not ufereéafon in.thecontrover-
fics between them and the Luthe-
Ians, but onely in other things,

- whichis moft untrue, and abfurd

- withall 5 for controverfies cannot

his Anfwer he carrieth

" himfelf moft abfurdly and ridicu- |-
Joufly. For, 1. Mot infipidly he -

ofeth that the Controverfies

this muft needs be the
Lutherans alfo.

B o o S T

poffibly be mannaged with '

f}(j)n., both as touchging the g'l'lcfortgg}

(tj _ [glr own Tenet, and touchii’ig-thc'
ifproof of the Tenet opofite:And

guifc of the
Itis falfe which he faith of Ana.

baptifts, that th

, that they urge th

let{;er of Scriptures mgrc themr :lrlz

tr}el - Forboth Calvinifts and Luy.
erans infift wholly upon the lite-

| tr}:ﬂql fc?]fezf Sg:ripture, and morc

- or >\ than the Anabaptift; |
;ong{t Proteftant Divines, ared» i Anpa e they

@1r§‘8 P, fio ; ot formerly by this Author faidyd(ﬁ

D3 depend.
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depend in dreams; for fo doe not
Proteftants but on Scripture only,
and that according unto fenfe lite-
rall, fiot at alliaccording ‘ta fenfe
myfticall, fave onely in cafe the
fenfe myfticall be expounded by
fome Apoftle,, and thereby made
Niterall, - 2. But herein chis Aus
thors ignorance difcovers itsfelf
that hee confounds: fenfe literall
with the proper fenfeof the words.
We acknowledge fenfe literall to
comprehend fenfe ‘Metaphoricall
as well as propet , aiid to ftand in
contradiction onely to fenfe myfti-
call: Butincafe we take that in a
metaphoricall fenfe whichour ad-
verfaries in_any_point take in-a
fenfe proper, if we doenot prove
the {enfe wherein-we takeit, and
difprove theirs by cc avincing Ar-
guments , we will ‘allow the liber-
¢y to rejct our Tenct. and follow
theirown'; for we defire to make
our faith evident to the confcien-

}.

ces of all oPpoﬁtes,Aand if they can g

make

Refolved, &c.

make their Tenets inlike manner
cvident to us,we will renounce our.
own and imbrace theirs- 3. And
this Author fpeaks at random,and
he knowsnot what,when he would
hq\{e his Reader believe the Cal-
vinifts permit any toreafon againft
the Scripturess for by reafon to
clear the meaning of Scripture, 1.
not, I truft,to reafon againft it, but
for it rather, efpecially.confidering
that by reafon of Scripture onely
we difpute the meaning of any
lace. et

Difc. ©bjett. 2. If it be sbjedfed
unto them, that they wilfully and a-
gainft their conftiences do condemn
the Tutheran Temtts., and confirms
their own, they will anfwer, '
Anf. This were a wvery grievous
fin , and that men ought not to pre-
(ume that they would falfifie and cor-
rups the Letters and Commands of
their Lord to his fons and [ubjedts,
much lefS that they do malicionfly erre,
and lead themfelves and others into
D 4 the
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the dauger of their falyation 5 and 16
Jay thetruth it ic not likely that fo
many hindred thoufands of mien
svonld come to that pitch of malice ,
though ome fhould, efpecially fecing
they dare confirms their hopcft mean-=
ing with an Oaths wherefore unlefs
they be convidled of malicioufly wil-
Jull error, we flall feem injurionfly to
fander them.

Confd. I {ee noreafon why fuch
a cenfure fhould be pafled upon
the Calvinians more than upon
the Lutherans, more fpecioufly it
fhould be paffed by them that are
Orthodox upon them that are not,
though 1 juftifie not this cenfure
whofoever mnakesis; and certainly
thereis nojultcaufe to pufsitup-
on them who are intheright , and
charity will forbid us rafhly to pafs
this cenfure upon them who are in
thewrong. Andasl findedefed
oflovein them who pafs fuch cen-
fures hand over head upon their

eppofites; fo I finde want of judg-
ment

Refolved &e.. ™~ g1
ment in this Author, who putsit
upon a mans Oath to clear himfelf
of going againft his confciencein
the Tenets he maintaineth ;.for he
that faith a thing againfthis con-
fcience is next door by to the fwea-
ring of it. Butthefeare fuchidle
and addle conceits that it caufeth.
no {mall indignation in me to
walt precioustime in them, which
might be better fpent on- worthier
fubjelts.

Difc. Obj.3. 1t may be sbjected,
Terbaps they may be foreflalied with
preconceived. opinions..

Anf. Tanfwer, How 2 Tonwill [ay,
they accuftom: themfelvee from their
cradles to their own R.ligion, forfa-
king 1he Bible and other Books.” I
anier. Vhis is true in Popery, but

© not in Calvinifts, and others which-

urge the Bible more thin we do.Thefe
have more freedom than we have to.
trieother Religiont, Do not the chil-
dren of the Lutherans alfo innre
bhessfelves to. trie Religivn frim

. Ds their
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their childhooa?® Do they learn a Po-

pijhor Calvinifticall Catechifm, be-

fore they have Jearmed a . Lutheran

one? Is not that a ntans Relicion to
which he accuftoms himflf¢ How
doth achild or a Lag-man, that hath
been tanght mo Religion, know what
is Lutheranifw, or Calvinifm? Doth
he not take that Religion which is fir fb

' oﬁred to bim > Befides, no fore-con-

ceited Opinion is [0 faff rocted, but
that it will give place to clear demon-

frations , which is confeffed among

all. Thereforewe fhall never be able

toconfute any Religion with the 0bje~

ion of fore~conceived opinions.
what fball I fay more? Dec other
Religions want civill learning? There
are found amongft them [ufficiently
learned and ingenions men , and of-
tentimes they bave mnch better and
fitter means for the advancement of
Learning, than the Lutherans have s
efpecially the Papifts who make choice
of the beft witsy whom they impley in
a manner from their cradles o Mffﬁ

nefolved, &c. 53
full age im nothing elfe but ffudy, ne--
ditation,and continnall excercifes,and
do abundantly [upply thene with all:
things which ferve or feem to ferve’
for their fwrthering and forwarding,
andwith all care and diligence do re<-
move and take away what{oever can-
[eth, or feems.to.canfe any hindrance
of their conrfe. They fiudy the Scrip<
tures and Fathers night and day; and
refufe no labonr in learning the foun-
dation of their own Religion, and in’
kroming and wnderftanding the Er-
rors of others, Nuy, the miethod
and manncer. of learning , of compa<
ring the Scriptures, of interpreting
according to the evahoyt o f Faith, of
bringing in fenfe to the Scriptu-es,
and [uch other rules, camnot be uk<
kxomntothem. e

Cenfid. Who i$ ot foreftalled
with preconceived opinions? If
not every one brought up in the
R eligion of his Parents? which yet
breeds but a naturall- complying
with it, beit thebeft R‘ckigion,‘unﬁ

ik
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till God by his Spiric of Regene-
- ration opens their eyes toappre-
hend the power ot God, and the
wifdom of God therein , without
which in their moft zealous profef
fion of it, for their fathers {ake,
and their education fake, they
will prove no better than hypo-
crites and factious , . rather ‘than
confcionable in the maintenance
of it, which yct may be done with
as great {trength of learning, as a
naturall manis capable of, " And
thoughit be a falfe way wherein
they have been brought up and
bred, and they as zealous and fa-
ctious in maintaining it as ever
Saul was, who made havock of the
Church, and entred into every
houfeand drew out both men and
women and put them in prifon;
yet the Lord in the middeft of his
perfecutions ‘et with. himin. the
way, and confounded him, and
firuck him with blindne(s naturall,
to minde him thereby of his :b]inc}:
| sefs

KRefolved, &c. 55
nefs {pirituall , but afterwards o-
pened his eyes, and brought him.
out of darknefs unto light, and
made himnot onely aProfeflor of
that way of the Gofpell, which be~
fore he perfecuted , but a famous
Preacher of it alfo, even the great
Doctor of the Gentiles. So faith
Peter of the Jewes to whom hee
wrote, that they wereredeemed
from their vain converfation re-
ccived by Tradition of their Fa-
thers : And as this was true of the
Jewes, fo of the Gentiles alfo, as
Jeremiah prophefied, Fer. 16. 19.
\ dbe Gentiles fball come wnto thee
| Jromthe ends of the world, and fball
i fay, furely onr I)re-fatben- have inhe-

rited lies and vanity wherein there

; wasno prifit. And Ifaiah alfo, 1
have been [ought of them that asked
w0ty Iwas found of them that fought
me not, I [uid, Behold me, behold me,
20 a Nation that was not called by
my Name. Some while the Apo-
fles and Evangelits abftained

from




56 The Donbting Confcience

from preaching to the Gentles,

~and Peter was called in queftion

forgoinginand preaching Chrift,
unto the Gentiles, 4#.11. 19. And:
they that were fcattered abroad be-
caufe of the perfecution that arofe a-
bous Stephen , went throwghout till
they came unto Phenice, and Cyprus,,
and Antioch preaching the Word to
70 man., but the Jews only; v.20.Now
[ome of them were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, which when they were come
to Antioch, [poke unto the Grecians
and preached the Lord Fefus 5 v.21..
Andthe band af 1he Lord was with
them. [0 that a great number believed
and turneduntothe Lord. Sec how
fuddenly -they turned fiom Idolls

to ferve the living Ged, quite con-

trary to the Traditions received:
of their fore-fathers. So true is
that of Leo, Vbi Denr Magifter eft
guans citd dif situr quod docetur.

So that thefe were as little train~
ed upintheBibleand other Books:
of Chriftian: Reeligion. as. the Pa-

' Pi&s:;

. Refolved, &c. - 37
pifts; yea and far lefs. Any man
hath freedom to try other Religis

| -ons, have not we Chriftians. frec-

dom to try the Religion of the
Jewsandotthe Turks? and God
abandons fome to turn Turkssand
Papifts haveliberty totry our Pro-~
teftant Religion, Vergerivs did fo,
a Popifh Bithep, witha purpofeto:
refute it, but the hand of God was:
with him to open hiscyes, as with
saw’,and he turned Proteftant. By:
thefe words , Calvinifts and others
urge the Bible more than we doe ,
it appears this Author is no Cal-
vinift ; fo by the wordsfollowing,,
Donot the children of the Lutherans
alfo inure themfelves to theirReligion.
fromtheir childhood alfo? do.argne
that this Author'is no Lutheran;
{fo that what to make of him I
know not, for he would not feem.
to be a Papilfts it feems heisyetto
choofe his Religion : And yet if
this courfe of his be ferious, it is

conlderable, but heneedsnot ‘gﬂa
~far
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far for an Anfwer tofo fuperficiary
a Difcourfeas this,
It is true, naturally every one
isapt tobe of the Religion he re-
ceived of his Fathers, but without
illumination divine, though he be
in theright way, yet fhall he have
no comfortable apprehenfion of it,
and by illumination divine senl of
a Per(}cfcutor'fhall become a Prea-
cher, and the Gentiles fhall have
their eyes opened, and be brought
out of darknefs into light, and:
from the power of Satan. unto
God, though blindnefs ceme upon.
Ifrael, asthey have been. held un-
deritnow for 1600. years, A ve-
ry abfurd thing it is to fay, we fhall
never beable to'confuteany Reli-
gion with the objeftion of fore-
conceived opinions : For this may
beobjected to themthat are in the
right way, aswellas tothem that
are In a wrong way; and undoubt-
edly the true way may be imbrac*d
1A a'wrong manner, For they. are not
all

ey R

“ - . e — < s
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Refolved, &c. §9

all 1f+ael that are of Ifrael | Rom. 9.
God threatens {ometimes to vifit
the circumcifed with the uncir-
cumcifed, and thereafon why the
Lord gave the Chriftian world o-
ver to illufions, tobelieve lies, was
becaufe they received not thelove
of the truth.

As for civill learning, furely
there wanted not both civill and
naturall knowledge among the
Gentiles more than enough’; for
this made them efteem the Crofs of
Chrift foolifbnefs,which yet to them
that are (aved , is the power of God:
Forit is written , I wll deftroy the
wifdom of the wife, and w:ll caft away
the wunderflanding of the prudent.
Where is the Wife? Where is the
Scribs 2 Wh.re is the Difputir of this
world 2 Ha'h not God made the wif-
dom of this world f o'ifbnefi? For

{eeing the world by wifdom knew not

God in the wifdom of Ged, it pleafed

God by the fooliflnif« of preaching
8¢ {uve them that belicve, 1 Cor. 1.
18,19,
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18,19,20,21. And fhall we now
think thatvcivi]llearn‘ing and nj-
turall ingenuity prefersmen to the
grace of God , "or 1nakes them the
more fit to receive the Gof; pell?
Of Princes, who more famous for
naturall parts, learning, wifdom,
ingenuity, than Trajan and Marcus
Antonins? of inferiour condition,
than Plinie the fecon d, the Officer
of Trajan, who fpeaks in commen-
dations of the innocency of Chri.
ftians, yet neither of thefe became
a Chriftian 5 nay both thefe Prin.
Ces were perfecutors of the Church
of Gods and at Athens for al their
learning, which made them re.
nowned throughout the- world
who wereconverted by P.als prea-
ching there, but Dionylius, and Da-
lmari:, and fome other, 47, 17.
a

Papifts are great Scholars un.
doubtedly_ not in Logick and Phi-
lofophie onely, and that in all

kindes, butin Divinity alfo, and
that

e

[V

Refolved, &c. 6y

that in the moft learned way, Aqsi-
745 3 great Divine, his Sams, I
have heard Do&or Regnolds call it, -
that abfolute Body of Divinitie,
but ‘his wit ferved him'to ferve
that Churches turn in thofe days,
and in maintaining Idolatry heé is
the moft (hamefull Writer that e-
ver was,for he will have the Image

- worfhipped with the fame honour

that is due to the thing reprefents
ed by it, and that by an Argument
drawn out of .4riffotle, Dememoris
& reminifeentia, oppofed *herein
by Durandand Picus Mirandula,and
others ¢ ¥ remember what Cicero
faid of the Grecians, Dp illis erudi-
tiomem, do Doldrinam; filews @ Rew
ligionems munguam Colueruns: yet I
will not fay fo of the Church of
Rome, though one fometimes did.
I know it was renowned for faith
all the world over in the dayes of
S.Paul but a degenerate time came,
and as at the firft preaching of the
Gofpell men turned from Idolls to
- ferve
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62 The Donbting Confcience

toferve the living God, fo in aftcr
Ages even Chriftians and Roman
Chriftians as much asany, if not
more, turned from theliving God
to ferve 1dolls ; and the Whore of
Babylon who made all Nations
drunken with the blood of Gods
Saints , is clearly the Church of
Rome, as itisat this day, and hath
been for many generations , what-
foever their learning be, the grea-
ter advantage they have for the
countenancing of their Errors,He-
refies, Superftitionsand Tdolatries,
which yet we nothing fear. The
Apoftle hath taught us to efteem
no knowledge but this, even of
Chrift and him crucified, i Chriftum
difcis nib.l eff [i catera nefcis, [r
Chriftum nelcis nibil ¢ft i cotera dif-
75+ Andif we fear not their lear-
ning, much lefs have we caufe to
fear their wit or wif{dom either, or
whatfoever projeéts of theirss
likewife none of thefe fhould in
common reafon commend their

Reli~
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Refolved ,&c.. 63
R cligion, God ufually infatuating
the wi{dom of the wife. They have
all furtherance, [ confefs, beyond
us, yet God hath not tied himfelf
to annex his truth to thefe furthe-
rances,leaft of all if they be imploy-
ed not indifferently tc the invelti-
gation of truth, but prejudicately
to fupport their own caufe, the
madnefs whereof hath been in
thefe later dayes made known to
the world more than ever. The
triall whereof we make by the
Touch-ftone of Gods Word, ac-
cording to thecounfcl ofGod him-
{cIf, ro1he Law and to the Teflimonies
if they [peak not according to shis,st
15 vecanfe thure ismo {ight in then,
Ef2i.8. Yet we ftudy Scriptures
and Fathers tooas well asthey,and
we have them amongft us that
yeeld to them nota jot; nay do we
not ftudy their writings too, much
more than our own? I willingly
profe(s , T havedonefoall along,
that I might comeacquainted with
. | | their

!
|
A
!
|
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their beflt ftrength and faftnefs, in
all whichI find nothing but illu-
fions in the maintenanceof thofe
Tenets wherein we differ. from
them. Asforinterpreting of Scrip-
tures, it is well known they have
been brought unto it per force, {o
was Cajetar inhisold years, after
he had tafted of Luthers courfe,
who would admit of no other Au-
thority in difputebut the Word of
God. ~ And their Commentaries
for the moft part, are but a Mafs
of Colle&ionsout of others, yet
I defpife them not,lam conteat to
ufe them as foon as any of our
own, not fo much to lcarn by them
asto oblerve how they ftrain their’
wits to quench that light of truth,
which in molt places breaks forth
to the difcovering of their Errers.
Well they may talk of bringingno
fenfe to the Scriptures, but theis
practice is nothing an{werable..
Difcourfe. But perhaps God hath

nat gramied them bis Spirit and bis
grace,

; te grace.
iento and [olicited to by prayers , de- -
Qyics to no man his Grace and Spirit of

Wndecdthat be onely underftands the

Gl i e o vepr i

 Refolved, &c. - 64
I anfwer , God being fonght

ruth.  Now men of other Religions
crave of God the enlightning of their
pwinde, and direllion in aright way
o lofs than our felves s nayas far as
pre can difcern perbapswith a greater.
ervency and zeal, neither arcwe to

>

' Jikink that they ask it ont of hypocri-

o and with diffimu'ation, ind that f5
§hey wonld mock_Gods therefore it is
fobetaken for granted that the Spirit
jswhere the fruits of the Spirit are

Wfound, of which none onght to boaft

Rbove others. | .

Nay more the knowledge of under-
; anding the Scriptaresis a pecnliar
ift of she Spirit, which is granted no
W toothers than tons : 1t is true,
! Kcriptures whick hath the Spirit that
N itfated them, and (as it is in worldly
: {m;)no.l)oc‘%'orr interpretation.or.de-
Jiding doth juflifie,till the Law-giver
Ipprove that deciding, = Yet: he that
. " boafteth
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boaltcthof fuch approbation of the
Spirit isboundto fhow it, unlefs he
will be connted but an ordinary Do- |
or. %
- Confid. Weare bid to try the |
{pirits whether they be of God :
Now we have noother triall of the
Spirit of Truth {peaking in any, |
but by the Word of God, fo the
Bereans tried the Doltrine of Sainr‘ﬁ‘
Paul, ACf.17. and the Apoftles pro-
fefled to preach nothing bur what
they confirmed by the Word of
God. And our Saviour referred
the Jewes hereunto for the triall of
himf{f, Search th. Scriptures for in
them you think to have cternall Life,
theyaretby that t Jlzfie of me. Now
we have a more compleat rule of
triall, the Books both of the Old

Teftament, and of the New : Saint 4

*

Punl delivered the whole counfell §

of God tothe Ephefun-, aif.20. | |, : X
A : 27. and Nider (though a Papift
and doe we think that thewhole § pig interpretation thereof in hiz

£cripture doth fail in fome necef-
fary .part. thereof? But I would
S Popery

s

S~

‘Refolved, &c.
Popery did not plainly contradi&
that Scripture which is generally
received by us both, if fo, F would
bear with them for the reft,though
in two things we cannotindure
that ought fhould beimpofed up-
on us befides the written Word,

namely , Articles of Faith, and .

parts of Gods Worfhip. Now
by this courfe of triall wee
finde, that not the {pirit of Truth,
but the {pirit of Error hath poffef
fed them inall pointsof diffgr_cn’c:e
between us, SR
Prayers(I grant) are the ordina-
Ty means to obtain any grace at the
handsof God, faveone, .and that
is the Spirit of Prayer, and that ig
theSpirit of Faith, of all the reft
itis true fides impetrat & lex impe-
ra#,but witha limitation, ortwo.
I. Allknowledgeneceflary to fal.
vation, according tothat 1 b, 2,

Cope.
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€3 The Donbting Confcienc
Confolatory of an affrighted Gonfci-
gnce. 2. Other graces alfo, and
 ¢hatin fucha meafure alfo as fhall |
e found fit for each mans calling : §
‘AndIthinkevery Chriftian hould '}

veft contented with fuch an In-§
-dulgence. If

4

ol

where were the i

whole were hearing .
fmelling? But now bath God difpo-
Jfed the members €VETy one of them
“in the bady at his own pleafure : For}

3 they were all one member, wherel:
but now are there many i

sere the body? _
~members, yeb but one body , 1 Cor.
52.17,¥8,19.
~ But‘men may ;
wyith their lips, when their hearts
‘are eftranged far from him 3 an

+ow their hearts (tand affefted we;

alone beholdetht
d -alonebeERd’ "= 1| fake that God hears them , but for

know not , Go
theirheart; nay we arc not {0

: :
thewho'e bady were a7 1 who have the Spirit of God(accor-

-eye, where were the hearing? If the

S ey [

sunt certi libri dominici, and it
was a worthy faying of Martin Ls-
ther mentioned by Sciltetus in his
Story of the firft tenyearsof Re-
formation, Solis Carponicis debessus
fidems eateris omnibus judicinm. 1 do
not deny but all the Regenerate

ding to that;Becanfe ye sre [ens,God
hath fent the Spirit of his Som into
gonr hearts, whereby yecry Abba Fa~
ther, Gal.4.6.) do {eek unto God
to inlighten their mindes, and God
hears them,gnd grants their re-
quefts in his good time, according
. tothe limitationsformerly menti-

Jdraw neer to Godj; oned, but who they are we know

not 3 and we are bid to try the {pi-
rits s nor what their fervency and
| zeal is are we acquainted with, yet
furely it is not for their fervency

U,

;

é Chrifts fake. Andare not they as

their Doltrines

4 « o their prayers : but
much asprivytot eir pray*: b}g far bound in charity to think ot'us,

we examine

.Gods Word, according to h
Swn

thar
f X

3

d asthis Author would fhape us to

: E 2 be

3
(]
g
E




90 TheDonbiing Confcience '. oc o1
be obligec}i to think of them? we | Refolved, k. 7
acknowledge no Spirit of Faith, { ’ .
bt that \;gvhi‘ch isP the Spirit of zeal? and may they not beas ex-
Truth, atléaft in all fundamen-
talls neceflarily reauired unto fal-
vation, and to Gods holy Worfhip
without 1dolatry.

As for the Prayers of Papifts,
they are well known to be fhame.

pifts > as I have heard once of a
. child trained up to it by her mo-
' ther, even unto admiration 5 the
- countenance compoled untoa fad
and folemn difpofition, and the

) . hands lift up -firft to an equall
fully foul , they were wont morc height with the brealts , after a

frequently to run.to Saints than f while to an eqtial] height with the

to God,and the Bifhop of Bofs was § head, and hitly above the head,

to féck whether hefhould run to { ;o4 i thisin dumb fhewes with-

God in the name of Chrilts blood, § o gne word of ejaculation.

‘or in the name of the Virgins| s e booaerifie h .
Milk, for hc was made to profefs § o4 s-for hypacriiie, here men #on-
CANTE ; ' | ed, I doubt it is delivered hand o-
ikt vl ncerin et 0 bl o o ypcit
“two he fhould prefer ; nay, ifofa- | ::':%ﬂ cc;r}udegable In:a ngh}: way,

‘ . > d andnot in a wrong way 5 the rea-
i‘%ﬁg‘%ﬁ’;}fg&‘;gg}h x;if{]r?gtgt?cfri | fon whereof is, becaufe naturall

| _ { men arenaturally apt to imbrace
Efa.1.{urely he fhould fayas much § o - )

e eipement o |t ey andlewd, wayes to

%Z;gf:r !;iglg;yp trl:llz;l:](z:ts g:léc?f ki to imbrace the way of truth hypo-

3 , formed” critically, and not only- to profe(s

Ormen E 3 Chrift,

R st

- <5y~ Qhe sy

{ formed with great fervency. and,

pert in tricks of gefture, as the Pa- '_

Pl .zt




72 The Doubting Confeience
Chrift, but to preach him in pre-
tence, that is not chaftly, even to

add afflitions to the bonds of fo ’
holy an Apoftle evenas Paul was 5
fo we nothing doubt but Papifls
aretrue Papifts Wwithout hypocri- |

fie,but I much doubt that the grea- ¢
teft part of them by far are too far ¢
off from being true Chriftians,and §
this I willingly confe(s they pre- |
tend, but very hypoctitically, this
runs withthem 1n a blood , they't
haveit from their Mother, éven E

the Mother of Whorédonties, and |
her Arms are Babylon inamyftéry. |
And the fecond beaft though ke |
had two horns likethe Lamb!, yet
he {pake likethe Dragon;we know
all their proceedings in pretence
are In Nominé Domini incipit omne
malum , néither is it neceflary that
by hypocrifie a tnan fhould think
to mock God, if God could be
mockeds forthere isafecret hy-§
pocrific which amars own beart

TR AR s v Ry
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Refolved, &e. 23

| isnot confcious of, untillGod be

pleafed in mercy to difcover it;

and as for grofs hypocrifieit makes

aman a plain Atheift. |
This Author .feemstobe taken

t with the beauty of the Whore of
. Babylow, heis {o much in love with
. Papifts as to obtrude uponusan
¢ acknowledgement that theyhave

the fruits of theSpirit, and confe-
quently without any deniall that
they have the Spirit, To proceed
one degree further, were ta profefs
Antichrift to be Chrift, and Chrift
Antichrift, |
To underftand the Scriptures 1s

i but to acknowledge the true mean-

ing of them, and this we deny that
Papifts haves astouching all the
points of diffcrence between us,
which they pretend to ground up-
on Scripture,, yeaand in many o-
ther particulars they are wide of
the right underftanding of thems

fo may our Divines bealfo, and
E4: like
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4. The Doubting Conf: cience

like enough, that as M.Hooker faith,
there are fome depths of Scripture,
the fearching out whereo will
hold us as long as the world lafts. |

Yet I deny not but a Reprobate ?g

may have the knowledge of the |
Scripturesas well as an Elect , this |

being no grace of San(tification, i

but of Edification 5 but to know
the Scriptures tobethe Word of ‘J;
God, the Wifdom of God,and the }!

Power of God, that Itaketobee i

peculiar to a regenerate {pirit ‘in
whom the Spirit of God dwells
as the fountain of thelife of grace, |/
of whichin-dwelling of the Spirit |
a child of God may be confcious |
in a comfortable manner without |
boafting. :

I count it an abfurd courfe for a- !
ny to juftifie his interpretation of ¢
Scripture to be found, becaufche !
hath the Spirit ; we are ready to
difpute the meaning we give of
Scripture, and to prove it againft \:
all [

I daad e

:Refolved,&e. - 75

all'oppofitesmade againftit; and
we look not that any interpretati~
on of Scripture wegive fhould be
received any further than we make
it appear to be the fruth of God
to theconfciences of them we deal
with.
Obj- If any foonld here object
that the Scriptures themfelves bear
witnefs of their own cleernefs , ac-
cordmg to that, Thy Word is a
Lanthorn tomy feet, and a light
unto my paths..

Lanfwer: All the Commands of
God are his Word, and [0 are all bjs.
Works which are through his Word:s.
foriit is confeffed by all, that God fets
forth his Word by Nature , the Crea-
ture, Signs, Wonders, beneath, above,
and by infinite wayess alfo the Scrip-
tureswitnefs that many things nei-
ther are nor can be written. There~
fore the VVordof hisVoiceis taken
diverfly in the Scripiures , and o' hy
confeguence, all that is called Gods.

Es Word
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6 The Donbting Confeience
Word is ot meveffarily to be upder-

ftood of the Scriptares. Herexnto

add, that at that time many parts of
Seripture there #ot yet written

wherefore the evidence of the thing

manifefily. proveth., that this is not
fpoken of the whole Argument and
Letter of the Seripture, for as much
s the Figures of the Prophecy of the
Apocalyps,and infinite other things
belonging 30 the fulfilling of thofe
Prophecies were hidden from the Pro-
phets themsfelves , and the Fathers,
(monch more then from others) and
are yet hidden. Chrift himfelf [peaks
in parables, to the end that men may
hegr with their ears and not under-
frand. The Scriptute it [clf in very
mwany places witnefSeth that the Word.
3" God is fecret, obfcure, hidden, and
ifcovered onely to the Spirit, or to.
the Godly onely, to whoms Ged reveals
it, [0 that inthe Scriptures there are-
anore teftimonies of their ob{curitie,,
dhan of their claarne(s s yes is Zzt
"

-

SR
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. #s obfcure although thisili-ttibd spap

- oy sas RN §

Refolved, &c; 5
the Scripture hereby either vejelled,
or flighted, For even before the Law
was given and written , wen had a
certain light, by the help whereof they
might (1f they wonld) have found ont
the truth miore clearly than we ;5 and
alihongh in the New Teftament a great
light be +ifen, yet mufl we not think
that in the Old Teflament there was a
meer blindnefss whencewe may ted=

! fon, that God thowght it not ufefnll

for us to reveal all things to uss but
thongh all thirgs perbaps be et e~
cefsary to be kriown, yet néverthelef3
there ritay be had a certain and infal-
lible way of inserpreting, by the belp
whercof the shoft and moft netceffary
Controverfies tray be decided of which
if triall be made , 4 cleer light and
niter harmony pray be fhewn in [ach
Seripthres, as according to the opinis
on of Many are obfcure 5 it % pofsible
alfo that there flionld be #ot a fery o=
ther wayes of illnftrating thik which

be
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be not ufed alome s fjor they may bee
both admitted and:];fed . aérewzem:
comming from 1be jame [pirit and
word , where there is no demonfira-
. tion. , .

~ Confid. The further I wade in
this bufinefs, the worfe I likemy

imployment , and hereupon Ire- |

folve I will no morebe imployed
inany fuch bufinefs,.unlefs I am
fairly dealt withall , that [ may
know who1is the Author I am to
deal with, atleaft of what profef-
fion he is in Religion ; for upon
the perufing of this Seftion fome
doubts arife within me concerning

the intention of the Author, carry-

ing himfelfina covert manner that
he may be unknown , which doth

much move me, Henry the feventh

of Enmgland was. wont to fay
defired nothing more G st he
might know his. Adverfary that
eneoung:rgd.hima we do not ufe ta
buy a pig ina pokesnor will I here-
| aften

_ Kefol‘ved, &ec. 79
after encounter with' I know not
whom, nor of what profeflion he
is. o

Here the Author returns to op-
pofe the cleernefs of Scripture,
confidering it hand over head, and
{o oppofing it,whereas our Saviour
requiresthat we fhiould fearch the
Scriptures,that is,ftudy them wel,
and inquire after the true meaning-
of them. No man. fearcheth after

“that which is before his c’y._cs , 'yea,

we are commanded to fearch for
wifdom as we fearch aftergoldand
{ilver, and a man will be content
to fearch deep for treafure. It was
wont to be faid,that im profunds la-
tot veritas, Truth lies deep, hew
much more fhould webecontent
to fearch diligently and dig deep:
for the treafures of that truth
which is accordingunto godlinefs,
after the treafuresof that wifdom:
which makes us wife unto falvati-
on2 Then again, we diftinguifh be~
- tWeen:




e A e

80 The Doubting Confcience
tween things neceflary to falvati-
on, and other things : Things né-
ceffary to falvation, we fay are
plainly contained in Scripture,ma-
ny other things arenot- {fo.
Here we have a wilde an{wer at

the firf¥, all the Commantdments of

God ave his Words and [o dre all bis
Works which aré through his word.
_ 1. Tofay, fo are alt his Works,
is to fay, 4ll his Works ave bis Word,
which yet forthwith is corretted,
by {aying they are through his Word:
Yet of old I have read in Cbhry-
Jofteme of a double Book of God
the Book of his Word , and the
Book - of his. Creatures ; and that
God at the firft did teach his Crea~
tUres v apegudzer by his Works,
afterwards iz 5 eaumdzas by his writ-
ten V'Vord.It 1s moft trie, The héa-
weis declare the glory of Godjand the
| firmament fheweth bis handy works,
i\ Plal.ig. And the invifible things of
©od.4ven bis etermall Porer and iad;
B ) ca 1

»Rej'qlmd, &c¢. . St

¢ head are fetn frovithe Creation bea

ing can’/idered i his works ; Rom.
1.20. So by theadminiftration of
his providence in govérning the
world, He leaves tot himfelf withous

L witnefs, giuingss rain an fraatfall
' feafons, filling onr hearts with focd
and gladnefs, A& 14, 17. Yet the
i knowledge of God heteby being,
| gathered onely by difcourfe of nas

turall reafon, men may fail of find-

ing God though they gfope after

him, 4F.17.27. and the wifeft of
Philofophers hath denied the-
Creation, and maintained God to-
be a neceffary"Agent 5 And they

who granted and acknowledged
the beginning of the world (as all.
they who werebefore) yet utterly
denied that the world was miade o-

figinally: out of nothings and

therefore'the Apoitle tells us,that
by faith webelieve the world was
made. Notonly Gods Commands-
ate his VVord;but the revelationéﬁ-_ |
e of
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of the myftery of Godlinefs ,and | called the voice of God; I know
thefe are the things moft remote Alfo that the Lord-fpake unto the
from our capacities. As for the | Patriarks , but that word is not
Law as a rule of life, that is more written 3 winds and f{torms alfo
or lefs written in the hearts of all | are faid to fulfill his VVord, by 2
men. Itis true, the Authorof the ! Metaphor, becaufe what he will
Pook De Vocatione Gentinm talks of | have done by them, is done by
fuch a manner of inftruction byg |

them, as if they were moft obe-
Gods V Vorks, but (1 pray) do not dient and faithfull {ervants unto
compare that 1n clearnefs to the |

their Mafter, whom yet they know
Word of Gods what ground have }

not any more than Ravens -doe,

T e e S R e T
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we for the right interpretation of
figns, and wonders . beneath, a-
bove? Aftrologers would makeus
believe they read firange things
in the Conltellations: referred to

" mens Nativities, but what ground
have we'tor this Calculation? what § ftles, and the queftion is about
Abrabam the father of the faith- [
full difcourfed thereof in. his A~} g ‘
{tronomicallLe&ures read by him £ will underftand : Andto fuchfaith
| ' | Solomon, knowledge is eafie, which

in the plain of Mamre, we have re-

ceived no tydings hereof from-the i
hill Amsarathin Eihiopis I know |
that in holy Scripture, Thunder is |
| “ called: f

thoughin Scripture-phrafe,and by
a figure of {peech, they are faid to
calluponhim. Now weareupon
another point, namely, as touch-

! ing the Scriptures, the written

Word of the Prophets and Apo-

the clearnefs of them, or the intel-
ligible nature of them toall fuch as

I take to be fpoken of the know-
ledge of God by the Scriptures,
whereunto I am {ure our Saviour

refers
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refersthe Jewes, and the Apoftle

wpuld not have us affe&t to bee
Wlfe@f’}‘xﬂﬂ above that which
1s written.

It is true, when that was de-

oy feet, nonie of the later Prophets
had committed their Prophecies

Books of the New

ment our Saviour {pake, when he

New Teftament, the Gofpels were

written that men might acknow- |
ledge the certainty of thofe things
whereof they had been inftruted '
by word of mouth, L#4,1.4. which
could not be were they not intelli-
gible by a ftudious Reader, and }
Panl wasin bonds when he wrote

of

LTy
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Refolved, &c. 85

| of the whole Scripture, that it was
| profitable to teach, to convince,

to correlt, to igftrnid m righteonf-

| el that the wan of God might be
m{;c;e abfoluté, being made perfelt to
livered, thy Law is 4 Lanthorn unto | ¢ 34375
' Now if we deny the intelligible
| condition of Scripture, the profi-
unto writing, much lefs were the
Teftament |}
writtenthen: But in reference to |
all the Books of the Old Tefta« §
| was underftood by the hearefs, o-
faid, Search the Scriptnres | for in |
thems you think to have eternall life,
and they are they that Pftific of me, |
Joh.s. Andas for the Baoks of the |

all good works , 2 Tim, 3.16,17.

o ST IT S
table natureof it therewithall mul

uatterly be temoved. The Apoftles
we know by preaching converted -
many, furelythe Word pteached

therwife it had ‘wrought but 2
wilde converfion : Now look what
they preached that 1s eom'@lttcd
to writingin the A&s of the Apo-
files, and in their Epiftles written
unto feverall Churches.

The knowledge of the figares of
the Prophecies of the Revelation
and the like, is not neceffary to fal-
vation: and great reafon they
fhould be carried ina myfterious
wav.like as the myfteries of Chrifts

o ' Perfon
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| ? Perfon; and of his Office, in brea- | this knowledge ; many fhall pafs
|

A "

S -
13 = >

E toand fro, and knowledge fhall be
| increafed; asif the opening of'the
world by Navigation .and Com-
merce, and the increafe of know-

king the Serpents head, were car-
ried a long time in the clouds of
types and figuresy had it been
known that the Mefitah muft be

—r

- crucified before he reigned | the
Devill would not have been fofor-
ward to poflefs the heart of Fudas
witha projett of betraying him
into the hands of his enemies
to procurc his death. $o the Re-
velation in the New Teltament,

& many of thelikenatureinthe § % PRE 4 owld be difeovered

Old concerning the Devills and

Antichrifts practice, na marvell if

theybe myfterioufly carried, that
beither the Devill nor Antichrift
fhould underftand them untill
they were accomplifhed, Never-
thelefs ‘the Lord by his.Spirit
which ditated them ; can infpire
his fervants with an under(tanding
heart to know thke meaningof
them when the time comes ap-
pointed for the communication .of

. this

B T i

ledge, thould meet together in one
time and age, asone wittily obfer-
veth; we have feen of late yeersa
{trange progrefs madein opening
the myfteries of the Revelation,
and other myf{terious Prophecies

of the Old Teftament even to ad-

miration; The timc when firft

and protefted again{tis found out
in Daniels Numbers, left wefhould
wonder at the Fathers ignorance
hereof : For as Chriftians at their
firlt converfion from Idolls to
fervethe living God, did forth-
with losk for the Son of God bis
comming from beaven to deliver us

. from the wrathto come , 1 Thef. i.

laft. Yea, and fome were of opini-
on in the Apoftles- dayes, that it
| fhould
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" {hould be within the age of aman, }

whereupon Paul wrote his fecond

Epiftle to the Theffalonians, where-
.inP he gives to underftand , that
an Apoftacy muft come firft, and
the man of fin muft be revealed,
and before that the Rowas Em-
pire muft be broken2 7 hef.2.com-

M Ao .y ™= a1

pared with 17bef.4.15.50 In Aufbins |

dayes that good Father projects

be 400. years off ,-nay , fuppofe
so00. he would not go further, pre-
fuming that the Bealt which

flaughtered the Lords witneflcs, B tions hath the inveftigation hereof
fhould not continue above three §
yearsand an half. Now we have

nocaufe to wonder at this, when

we confider what Puaniel hath writ-
ten concerning this, and how blef-
fed a thing it ould be to live at

that time when Antichrift fhould |

T

Refobved, &c, 89
blafting of him with the breath of
the Lords mouth, and the utter a-
bolithing of him by the brightnefs
of his comming. The reconciling
of Ezekiels meafures of new Jeru-
falem with Jobus meafures in the
Revelations,is a great rayftery,and
held to be defperate, yetnow itis
made feifible,, nor fo onely, but

. . | cleared throughout. So the num-
that the comming of Chrift might

be proclamed to the world and re- &

vealed; Dan.11. Forthen nothing
remained to belooked for but the

ber of the Beaft 666.how long hath
the Chriftian world gropef after

¢ the meaning of 1t, asa blind man
§ after his way ? What various no-

produced in mens brains, after

b that of Iremens accommodated to
b the word aerv@-, and atlength for

IR i

want of abetter the beft Stndents
inthefe myfteries driven tc come
back thither again. But now the
vanity thercof nevvly difcovered,
and that at full, even by every

i Text calling us exprefly to calcu-
E latethis, vvhich isnot to reft in

blnﬂ'ing 3

£

%]
¥

this
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this number , but by Calculation | their falvation. 2. God ha d ap-
of thisto finde out another num- | pointed a certain time when the
ber, which will notably d(’;ClPher light of them fhould break forth
unto us that Bealt: And indeed | ¢ irradiate his. Church with un-
the number of the Beaft 666. 15 | {peakable confolation, when they
oppofed to the number of Chrilts | {lood moft in need thereof, the ac~
Church,144- and the number moft complifhmentof thofe Prophecies
momentous arifing by the Calcu- ¥ drawing neer.

lation thereof, is the number 12. 4 Chrift {pakein parablesto fome,
the root thereof, and noother €al-1 not 1o a1, yet fome of his parables
culation belongstoa fingle number | \ereunderftood by them even a-

than that whichis called-the €x- § oqinftwhom they were {poken in

tradtion of roots,and the number | particular : Thofe that were not

95, found to be theroot of 666. {o t underftood by the multitude, our

far as it comes to be faid in the u-E Saviour revealed to his Difciples

T N

a root, O the delineating of f LEmy cries too, namcly the

ries concer gb G Aatickritt| igns fore-going the deltruction of

that Beai;it ﬂf}en Oar}:n(;r 30731/21??3 his own coming, and the

' ull m . - |

n :{\Iwon er | thefe my(Eeric end of the world, Aat.24. .
o marvell 1 Itis true the Scriptures contain

were hidden from the Prophetsf),. my{teries of godlinefs, which

themfelves, who wrote thofePro-R:.q ot apprehended according to

phecies, for firft the knowl&dgc (t)(f heir condition, but by the Rege- -
them was nothing nccellary "erates buras for the meaning of

thei ? F the

g T T e e e
. /
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the Scripture, it is quite of another
nature, (which this Author confi-
dersnot) and isincident to a re-
probate, yea, in{ucha meafure as
to make him an able Dottor in the
Church, and Orthodox through-
out, which may tend to the edifi-
cation of others, when in the mean

the falvation of hisown foul. 7he
fecrets of the Lord which he reveals to
shems that fear bim, is the fecret of his
. Covenant, Pfal.25. Thereisa fecrct
alfo in Faith-Catholike, and m.all
the myfteries of godlinefs, which

is peculiar to the Regenerate only, |

and it is to difcern the wifdomot g /) more clearly than we, then

God, and the power of God |

them which have true Faith. A
reprobate may believe the fame
things by a naturall faith onely,

felves like good fcholarstoo while

they inftruét others therein.

15
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is plain and clear enough, as tou-
ching all things necefiary to falva-
tion, and all this difcourfe is plau-
fible onely through diftinction,and

' to deny;the Scripture to ‘be fairly

intelligible toone that is ACﬁrous
to know the meaning of it, is a
great difparagement to the Word

cime fuch a one fhall fall fhort of of God, and difhonor to God him-

ielf, difparaging either his good-
nels that would not, or his wif-
dom that he knew not how to or-
der it, fo that by fearching the
Scriptures they might haveeter-
nall tife. o

It before the Law 'men had a
light whereby they might finde the

the former times were times of

| greater light and grace than the

later 5 but this is contrary both to

believe it, and carry them.| the generall judgment of the Chri-
ea believe 1t, ;

3
}
H

ftian world, and to. univerfall ex-
perience. For as light naturally in-

Jeill we fay, that the Sc'ripturﬂ creafeth more and more untill it
till ‘we fay, e {

F 3 be
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be perfet day, foit hath been with
- light fpirituall 5 yet the Sun the
fountain of light naturall, hath

fometimes gone backward ten de-
grees, not {othe fun of rigteoul-

ward rather than backward inthe
courfe of adminiftration of his
grace. We doenot fay there was
2 meer blindnefs, or blindncfs at
allin Godschildren, (althoughin
prefent difcourfe not of mans
blindnefs, but of Gods progrefsin

day

nefs;men have gone backward , T §
confefs, in the courfe of their obe-
dience, but God hath gonefor- |

caufing the irradiation of his light)
but this wefay , that the word of
the Prophets wasa moft fure word,
1o which onr fore-fathers didwell to
take heed, as 1o alight that [hineth in
o dark place 5 but now along time}
hath dawned, and the Gofpell
is the day-ftar that arifeth in ot
“hearts,2 Pet.1.19. For that God whi |

commanded the light to fhine out of b
darkne[sk

o Refolved, &e, - g5
darknefs, ishewhich hath ,bﬂu'rzed_ e
our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory nf Godinthe
face of Jefus Chrift, 2 Cor.4.6. And

| in thefe dayes of grace, we all behold
| as i amirror,the glory of the Lord
| with open face, and are changed into
b the [ame Tnzage from glory to glory, as
by the Spirit of the Lord , 2 C)Ol‘.
To fay; that though-all things
. benot neceflury tobe nown ; yct
r}ew'er.thelefs_ there may!bc' hjadja
 cerrain andinfallible way of inter-
 preting , wheteby the ‘moft and
 moft neceflary Cantroverfies m}’y
 be decided, is toreprefent 2 thew
of Antithe(is where thereiis none.
Buc that is ligtle mageriall but here
1S a dcc':»_l'i.qati‘o:;n& 1 to the Coﬁ-i:riry
 cxtremes; hitherto, the clearnefs of
i Scripture hath been oppofed, here
ban infallibility of interpreting is
pntroduced 3, but dedio futs)fimus
iibis, and vertue ‘ufually confifts in
:g F ?.)J: : o 2
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a mediocrity, which Hordce" calls
aureant Mediocritatem, Since the
Apoftles days the true Church of
Chrift challengeth to her {elf no
infallible. "atithorit}r" ‘of interpre- |

ting Scripture, tis enough that in |
neceflary’ to falvation the §

things
Lord afluresus by his Spirit that §
we are not deceived, that is fufhict. |
cient for the ftateof grace, and as}

for infallibility, let us be content }
to have that ~condition referved

for the ftate of glory.. ¥ nothing
doubt but by ftudy grd care-and
pains, moft ‘Contyoverfies may bef
fo clearly dé¢idéd, as fhll be {ufh-
cient either'forthe converting off
a capable Hearer, tq theimbracing]

of ‘it, ot for the tonvicting him
obftinacy in' withftanding its bul
T littlelooked ‘thaf the beginnmg
of this difcourfewould hay : founy
futable an end. M. Dary(as 1 ref
xnembéyD‘iS"bcqm‘pi‘ed abgut fom
fuch mérhede asthi&Twifiwh @_rtll- __
.

[
¢
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Refolwed, &c. 97
ly it may fucceed well , but take
heed we do not cry down all per~
formances that have gone before
us, as if they were palpable infuf-
ficiencies, in comparifon to our
own new inventions , whether in
clearing truths controverfial,or ob-
{cure placesof Scripture. Well, we
{hall reft contented with that mea-
{urcwearearrived unto, untill a
greater meafure of light arife a-
bove the Horizon of our Sphere,
and whenfoever it comes I truft
wefhall give it that re{pe@t which
it deferves, and right. thankfully,

 entertain it, whether in the way of

illuftration which beft pleafeth the
{enfe, orin the way. of demontira-
tion , which moft jufltifigth the
judgment. . = .. ..
Difc. Nor am 1 moved with that
Chjelion , that it is enongh forthe
Lutherans that they are affured of the
truth of Lutheranifus, though others
cannot (ee and believe it , for this is
Fa not

. T N




98 The Donbting Confcience
not that which I would have, Tenguire
how 2 man may be [ure, not of his ows
epinion, but of the truth. Now if I
belicve and determine that fuch a |
thingis true, this is my opinion, yet
75 not therefore the truth, feeing truth
and opinion have nothing in them a-
like, and fBedfaft perfwafion changeth
not the effence of the thing whereof a
man is per(wadeds for then fhosld
melancholick perfons, whofe opinion
is wnmoveable, work miracles , and
make all their conceits effentiall. The
natwre of true knowledge is this, s0 be
demonfirable not to me, or fome men,
but to all, and to win a confent from
any man, as iwo and three make five.
Athing controverted and which fome
under[tand one way, and fome ano-
ther, can never make me certain and
free from donbt, whether T bave the
truth or no s and be that kunowes no
other than what he determines , may
be excufed of malice and hypocrifie :

But this reafoning, Iand my follow-
er

E ing

g 0 AU SRR o~ it o

| creaturesby a rationall /difcourfe::

. Refolved &e. " 99

i er are {ureof this thing; therefore.

it is true, # #nreafonable reafon-

C.'o;'z_/id. Surel):r.ff 1 amina righ-t‘

way, it is enough for me tobeaflu-
i red 'of the truth; forme,it.1s for

my falvations yet becaufe I am
bound to feek for the {alvation

E of others alfo; . No manmuft imi-

tate Cain, 1 faying, am I my bro-
thers keeper > yet that whichis e-
nough for m: tobe affured of the
truth which I'maintain, miy be e-
nough for another alfo, to bring

i him to be: aflured of the fame
truth: For if this fufliciency I {fpeak
- of beintheway of rationall dif-
' courfe out of the Word of God,

i€ it is 1t {elf fufficient, it is fuffici-

 ent for-the fatisfation of any that

1scapable thereof, and all fuch
light being light naturalt, and in
the way of difcourfe, isof acom-
municable nature to all rationall

Fs But
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. Buttrue fajth is wionght by tpiti-

tuallilluminationywhich 1s not Ny
my power to communicate unto
any other jonelyit hé:Spitit'of:God

can do this, enlightning whom he |

will; while others tape-fuffered to

(it in darknefs; and in the fhadow »

of death. And this-is the oncly
{aving way. tO be.fyré of Truths
Theologicall. It 1s tenesthat which
Ibeliete (whatfoever it be, and in.
what kinde foever it be beliéved)
isnot therefore truth becanfe |
believeirs but if I helieve by 1l-

lumination divine, i is thercfore §
truth, becaufe:1 helleve it after |
fuch 2 manner, though thisTcan=}

.

pot communicate’ to.another, or ¢
nake another hereby either bee|
perfwaded of it himfelf, orbe per- |
fivaded that T amafter fuch afort

perfwaded of 1t. Light naturall

" may communicate unto another, §

d light

light {pirituall-1 cannots an

naturall either in way - of natarall
E difcourfe ]
i

bt
£
£
i

b
i
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difcourle is communicative of it

(elf from commonly-known prin-

ciples by the light of nature,-or
from principles on bath fides a-
greed, asnamely, that the Scrip-
tures are the Word of God : Now
when the Spirit of God inlightens
me, the thin I imbrace 1$ not Ny
opinion, but my faith, - agd my
perfwafion herein is io {tedfaftnefs,
and nothing inferiour, to naturall
knowledge but {uperiour rather,
light fpirituall anc divine being
fyperiour ro light naturall, likeas
knowledge by fenfe is fuperiour.tQ
knowledge by reafon, ratiosall
knowledge depending  upon
knowledge fenfitive ;. For general
principles, doe arife-from experis
caceand enymeration of PIrHCUs
lars. And asl remember, Thealsgia
is {aid tobe won argumentativa, tQ
wit gsitig{u p'ema‘tqmll‘,and COMm~
pared rather to: fenfitive know-
ledges; astothe fsafoef feeing, 0

jen

ez,
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pen mine eyes that I nsay fee the won- |
derfull things of thy Law s and to }
| knowledge of God by his works,
b AF.17.27, That they fhould feek the

thefenfe of hearing, He that haib an
ear let him bear 5 forit is one thing

to hear the voice of a man,another
| after hivs and found him, thmgh

thing to hear the voice of Gods

one thing to fee a work wrought,
. of us. This Author feemsto take
. no notice hereof, nomorethan the
. Socinians doe in thefe dayes, and

another ;hing to behold the hand
of Godinit; onething to difcern
the meaning of a Scripture-paf.

{age, another thing to difcern the §
¢ (ter shillingsworth Book : And bee
ni t | pleafed, I pray, to puta difference
fenfe of {melling, 2 Cor.2.14. We § ‘
E the children of God, who becaufe
. theyarefons, God hath fent the
Spirit of his Son into their hearts;

wifdom of God, and the power of
Godinit. Soitis compared to the

area fweet [avonr unto God in Chrift,
in thems that are faved and in them
that perifbs and where the body is,
there will the Eagles bee gathered
together : Sometimes to the fenfe
of tafting, as 1 Pet.2.1. Asnew born
babes defire the fimcere milk of the
Word that ye may grow thereby, if
e have taﬁ]ed that the Lord is boun-
sifull : So Halenfis profefleth, that
the things of God'are apprehended

o per

C e -
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per modum gufins. The fenfe of
feeling doth fairly reprefent the

Lord, if [o be they might bave groped

doubtiefs he be not far from every one

that is thefoul {pet I finde in Ma-

between melancholike perfons,and

remember that of the Apoltle, This

' perf/waffon 35 not of God, plainly

iving to underftand, that the per-
wafions of Chriftian Faith are of

| God; yetIconfefs, this Faith is

grounded alwayes upon Gods

I Word, wherein they {hould befo
expert,as to be ready thence at

all
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104 The Doubting Canfcience
-all times to render a reafon of their
faith to any that fhould demand 1™
But that may an upregenetate per-
fon beable to doaswell , yea and
many times better tQo.

When he faith, the nature of
true knowledge is demontftrable,
this is true of knowledge naturall,
not of knowledge Chriftian,which
is grounded onely on Gods Word,
and it was never known that to
prove a thing out of Scripture was
called demonftration. Ariftotle
denies that Morall Philefophie 1s
capable of demonfiration, it pro-
ceeds onely by per{wafion : but 1t
may |
Scripture aptly alleged, he calls
it demonftration KaTARNSINGS | yCL
confider , no dedntion out of
Scripture can be fo clear, as to be
exempted from afl cavillings; but
never was it known. that any man
gavilled with: 3. truth as clear as
shisghat two2nd thres makes -.ﬁ_V-le?

bee for the evidence of the.

o Refobyed, See.t ) 1ag
If we cannoverbefree from doubd
if the thing becontroverted, as tor
inftance a paflage of Scripture,
fome ypderftanding it-one. wayy
and fomeanother, what ‘cectainey
cae I have of any point of. Faithl
maintain in oppofition to Papilts,
toSocinians, to any Heretike? yet

1 fhould. not losk thyethe thing
| controverted thould free me. from
. doubt, it is enough that T have

good evidence for 1t, though all-
theworld run a madding in con=
troverting that which 1 believe..

Now.ne evidence of truths Theos

logicall, and faving truths,is com>
parable to the evidence which
proceeds from the illumination ‘of
the Spirit, giving menew eyes (as
it were ) and -opening - the: eyes of
my underftanding,
and -difcern: the  things of God,

and that holy Spiritisable to: frec

me from all”doubt, yet thers is an~

othepknowledge which is natural,
partly

that T'may fee
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partly derived from naturall prin-
ciples, and partly from a dextrous
interpretation of Scriptures,which
we {hall bee able tomakegood a-
gaintt all Cavillers to their confu-
fion, and upon {ober confciencesto
their affent; but this is inferiour
to the illumination of the Spirit,
I can hardly think any Chriftian
to befo fimple or wilfull to reafon

thus, Iand my Jollewer are Jure of §

ihis thing, thercfore it is-irue; if
they fhould, I fee no reafon but
they might proceed one ftep fur-
ther, and fay, I my feifalene think
this tobetrue, and theretore it is
trues but the Spirit of illuminati-
on is given onely to fatisfie them
that have it, not to boaft of it, (but
"to comfort themfelves with it ra-
ther) much lefs to obtrude itupon
others, onely light naturall is com-
municable unto others by ration-
.all difcourfe, light {pirituall is not.
I cannot mose communicate. that

- to
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to another than my feeing or hea-
ring, or {melling, or tafting.

Difc. Laftly, If we build onr
Religion only upon the Scriptures,the
learned fhall have a great prerogative
abowe the unlearnedinthe matter of
 Faith and Religion, and [ballbe more
 ingaged in thankefulne[s unto God
 than they, and [o Religion fhall favor

. and cleave to good wits.

Alfo many have their [enfes:exers
tifed in the Scriptures,or are more in-
ventive than others 5 therefore if -a
wan could by difputing andreafoning
confuse fome Thefis , and as it were
take away a mans opinion from bim,
and become conqueror, he fhonld alfo
take away his Religion, and the other
fhould be conftrained either to take ¥p
his Conguerors Religion,or againft his
confcience to Reep his ovon.

Nor will that Anfwer ferve the
term, Our Divines and Paftors can
anfwer you , though I canmot : for
thews fhould I believe with another

mans
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smans faiths bus faith omft bee
mine , not another mans, elfe fbonld
Jalvation alfo be another mans.If Re-
ligion be the fervice of God, certain-

ly it is weceffary that I [honldunder-

fland that fervice which I muft per-
form tomy Lord. Seeing Godwill ot

fweeed , Then alfo Riligion 21 % arny eokitraviety Letmbers the: Religions

be beft to learved men s for Gou-§

troyerfies are owr very Religion
for (faving the confideration of
them ) there #s mo difference , bt
Papifts are Proteftants; and Tro-
teflants - ave - Papifls 5 leek. bow
much a map kuow:s of Comirover-
fres, fo much doth he know of his own
Religion. The flate of a mans falvs-
si0m is fuch as bis-Religion and his
Faith, ~ Now there is but one falva-

, tion

v Refolpédy &c. -+ 109
tions and byt one. faith: But. if Cone
troverfics belong o the learmed onely,
wherefore have Lay-men indured Jo
many affitions, difireffes, nay and
death it felf for thefe controverfies
fake? Iknow indeed that a-Calvinift

. g - “DoFor. one Do or Ber qus . & Prea-
reckm another mans jtr’mce- fur‘ > : gt

mine , and cannot be ferved by 4} liffed Sermons
! >

Subftitute , it -remains that woee | o s
— . L grenot meerly neceffary to - alvation,
coniclude , Controverfies ave to bef ly neoelfary to - [: 3

lefo to learned mem, and ave notf

chep at Breme,affirms inhis late pub-
that Comtreverfies

thst the Scripture is plain and- clear

[0 wery meceffary. It -way be an- | abowt thafcthings which are mece[fary

to falvation,and that there wasueaer

thomfelves. At which alfo 3he Eeip-

| Gch-Callation betwetn the Luthetans

and the Ca'vini$ts [cems to dim.
confid.  In all profeflions, whe-
therliberall or- mechanicdll, the
Jearried Havei o prerogative ubove
theunleirned, and what_inconve-
nienceis there if it befo in Chrifti-
an Religion alfo ¢ Doth not: S.Pe-
tertell usighar thewunlearned por-
‘vit the Sctiptire to theit own.de-
i {truction,
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110 The Doubting Conficience
{truGtion, 2 Pet.3. yet this'prerogi~
tiveisin learning onely, not in ho-
linefs, the unlearned may be as ho-
ly as the learned, and have as great
an intereft both in fanctifying grace
and in faving glory.What {aid 4~
{Hin of himfelf, and fuch like Scho-

lars in comparifon of his mother |

Monica, and fuch like holy, though | " R it
fimple women, Muliercule ifi & lacri- | PF true Religion In any childe
wsfovedmtoby g | 008 G he v vk
we have done all we can with all | our Faith and Religion confifts

| notin wifdom of words, but in

us. And as for holinefs, fo for faith, | the power of the Spirit, asS.pPaul

our learning , thefe women with
their tears will get. heaven before

anunlearned -man may have faith
aswel as the learriedsnay ,that faith
which is called fides infufa, may be
found.in a man unlearned, when
thefaith of him that is learned is
found tobe no better than fides ac-
gifita,a faith naturall 5 and they
that have true faith by the in-
{piration of the holy Ghoft fhall
not want gracious wits howfo,elxicr

that

i Refolwed &e, 111
that Religion which is by faith na-
turall, be accompanied with better
naturall wits 3 yet an idle wit, be
it never {0 .googwill hardly prove
learned, and be it never{o learned
if it be without graee, fucha mans

| Religion will prove but vain , and
| thou?h hebe able to worft another

in difputation , yet fhall he never

2

{peaks, faying, Myword andmy
preaching ftood not in the inticing
[peech of Mans wifdoms , but in
plain evidence of the. Spirit and
Power 5 That your Faith [hould
not bee in the wifdom of Men,
but in the power of Godi, 1 Cor.
2.4, 5. Nay, were my Faith only
naturall, and I had goodevidence

| outof'the Scripture for it, though

that
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112 The Doubling Confcience
2t knowledge be no other than
}gzh as isnnnc;gxed-t_(.) the common
proféﬁion’ of Chriftianity 5 yet the
Philofopher tells ne, ghat T muft
not bebeaten out of my hold m
fuch a cafe , becanfel amnot able
toanfwer every Sophifmvor Argu-
ment -that ‘is brougat agam{t_ it
Naythd Philofopher in his ,E'tia.y'ck;
teacheth-me, that fomg arg as te-
nacious of theiropinions,for which
they havebut weak reafons, as o-
thersare of thelr opinions whic

they hold confirmed with great §

th of Argament 5 {0 that e
g:;%vay it i;g an inficete fiction,
chat the moft learned muft always
conquer the Faith and the Reeligi-
on of the unlearned without flying
to any {uch fculking hole,as to fay,
Or Divines and Paftors can anfer
gou though I cannot. But I Wonder
‘much that any fober Chriftian up-
'on.any pretence fhould difpute-a-
gainft the building of our’ Religl-

on

on onely upon Scripture, unie(s
with Papifts, hee would bringin
Traditions, or rely on the Church,
or on the decifion of the Pope:
 For if we fly from the Word of
i God, we muft reft either upon the
. word of Man, or upon naturall
reafon. A Chriftian , I concetve,
fhould think the Scripture fuffici~
ent to direct us in the Service of
b God: Our Saviour direéts the Jews
i to the fearching of Scripture for
| the difcerning of him. '
And if Controverfies beleft to
| lcarned men, yet thereis no caufe
why our Religion fhould, but onc-
ly the defence of it controverfial-
ly,maintaining it by variety-of Ar-
guments and deduétionsout ofho:
ly Scripture, and folving -¢ontrary

Arguments brought againft it in
any particular point of Faith 35 but
the profeflion of it furely fhallbe-
long to him that fits at Gamslicls
feet, as well as to'Gamaliel himifelf,
nor

Refolved, &e. . 113
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Refolved, &c..- 115
teftant,tho’ he never fet pen to pa-
per to contend for the Faith once
given to the Saints; though this be
a duty, I confefs, but no common
duty belonging unto all, but pecu-
liarly appertaining to the man of
t God, ableniot only to exhort'with
| wholefome docrine, but alfo to
! convince them that fay againft i,
¢ For Articles of Faith and their pro-
| fcflion of them, Lay-men have
¢ [uffered with great conftancy and
patience, but not for controver-
lics, though they have been ready
to givea reafon of their Faith to
all that afked it, and witnef§ 2
good confeflion of it , as our Sa-

114 The Donbting Confcience

nor onely tofuch as fitat his feet,
but to fuch alfo as follow the plow-
tail, yea,and to the weaker fex of
women, and to children too 5 for
even to fuch belongeth the King-
dom of God. And werethere no
book at all written, or Sermon
preached in any point of Contro-
verfies or difference between us,
yet Papifts fhould be Papifts ftill,
and not Proteftants, and Prote-
ftants {bould be Proteftants ftill,
and not Papifts, and the Whore of
Babylon thould bee the VVhore of
Babylow {till, and no Spoufe of
Chrift, and Antichrift a falfe Pro-
phet ftill, and no true Prophet.For

e AT
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the faith and profeflion of a Papift
makes him a Papift, whether hec
writes Controveifies or no, the
{malleft part of them being able to
perform the task ; fo the Prote-
ftants profeffion and proteftation
againft the corruptions of the

Church of Rome, makes him a Pro-
teftant,

viour did before Pilate, asthe Book
of A&ts and Monuments recordeth
of them, and S.Pas! of our bleffed
Saviour.Do&or Bergiys is acknow-
ledged to fay asmuch , confefling
the Controverfies are not, very ne-
ceffary to falvation, which T inter-
pret thus, not neceflary to. the be-
‘ G~ ing
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118 The Donbting Confcience
ing of the Church, but onely to
her well-being,when the Chriftian
Faith is oppugned by Heretikes :
Between Lutherans and Calvinifls
e acknowledge thereis no diffe-

_ fénce in fundamentalls,as appear-

oth fufficiently atthe Conterence |

at Lei;_;ﬁd);
Difc.. This Lam per[waded is very

thofe Controverted LQueftions mece/-
fary to [alvation, it would have
expreffed and propounded them in
the holy Seripture clearly and plain-
Yy, [eeing
fo fimple and Lay-men efpecially.
Nor doth it [eens likely t9 be true,
that ever there were [0 many Arti-
¢les ‘of Faith drawn ot of them &
are How 1o be read in the Cate-
chifms ; Common-places, and Cow-
pounds of Diviness Asyes there it
10 certdin number of them deber:
wiined, [eeing [ome Divines havt

thofe Epiftles were fent §

propounded more and [ome fewer'z
L | an

a Rejbfivm',‘~&¢. o T 17
and ﬁime Reéligions have in procefs
of time either  added or' abated
wilole Articles , and after many mi-
[eries indured for the defence of -
Jorne of them , entring away-of mo-
derqtzo'n , they bave detérmined thas
for tolerable and indifferent , which

| zeﬂ;e they thought dumnable:  Bus
| how i |
truc, that had the Holy Ghoft judged | tha oever, there are fo many of them,

that & man may defervedly “call in

 queflion the precife necelfity of them.
 nd this [eems the bejt gélg:ion ’fo.

difintangle and appeafe

dowbifull, and erriffgpcgzj}g:;ﬁéifed’ '
{C(mﬁd, =It'j is'a very uncouth
peech, proceeding froma wilde
conceit, to fay, that God would

have exprefled and appoi
Controverted -Qlc&ion'f I;)l;?xtjg
and clearly, if they had'been necef-
fary. Tt is not 'the propofition of
Controverted Queltions, though
never {o plainly and clearly deli-
vered, that fetsanend to Contro-
verfies, but'the clear and fubftan-

G2 tiall
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tiall folution of them3 for herein § giving us to underftand, that they
that which hath any fhew of being | came with corrupt mindes to- the
neceffary, isnot the propofing of | reading of Gods Word , and fo
‘them, but the deciding of them:§ pervert it as: peter fpeaks, and
and .it. were a very prepofterousf thereby pervere themf{elves firft,
courfe to talk of deciding Contro-§ and afterwards they fpeak Jfissesw
verfies before there were any Con- | ke wrefted things to the corrup-.
troverfiesmoved, right asif a Phy-F tinz s of others - and hinder them
Gtians wifdom and goodnchf from that wdipmaber drmiwicss to be
{houd move him to heal a man be-f found in the faith, rit.1. 13, |
fore he is wounded 5 rather heek . S.perer exhorts us to grom in
fhould ta_ke care to Pl’C(Cl'VC a graa', .and .in the /{ﬂ()W.’t’dgd ()f the
mans health that he might not fall§ LordJefus Ghrift; o 2et.3.'18. And:
into ficknefs. And fo Gods wil-}S.Paxlwounldmot haveus fkand ae.
dom and goodnefs hath fufficient-Ra ftay, but grow forwar dunto pet-
ly provided for the health of hisffection » There isa plerophory and
Church through the integnty offfulncfs of faith that we fhould-
Doérine delivered inhis VVord | ftrive unto ; -and of knowledge
and that in a manner (ufficiently|as well as of ‘Holinefs : For this Iife
intclligble and plam to them thatlis our way to heaven, and ftill we
come with honeft hearts, and {tu-lmuft draw neerer thitherwards,
Jicus defires to feekafter truth andiby knowing all that we can know
to imbraceit. -But S, Pau! tells usfby the Word, '06’“"‘-:29‘.29..':It,iésr_c-
of oppafiticns.to the truth made}vealed to that purpofe, ‘and it is 2~
by menof corrupt mindes, plaitlfbile 70 make the man of God per-
| _ - giving G 3 felt
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felt to cvery good work , 2Tim. 3.

laft. Add unto wertue knowledge,
faith Peter, arPet.1..5. 'and Paul
prayes on the behalf of the Colos-
frans that they might be fulfilled with
the kmowledge of :Gods Will inall
wifdom and [pirituall underflanding,
Col.19. that:theymight walk wor-
thy of the Lord, unto all pleafing,

fruitfullin every good work , andin- |

creafing in the knowledge of God,
v.10.Why then {hould wetake of-
fenceat the multiplying Of Artis
cles? In all: proféfiroris::men: -that
delight in' knowledge -are never
fatisfied, nothing is mote congru-
ous to our intelligerit natures than
light of knowledge, white we live
here on earth we fhall never come

to ripenefs of agein Chrift, there- |

fore we muft be growing ftill, and

edifying our felves , and one ano-

ther in our moft holy faiths thé bo-

dy of Chrift muftbe edified till we

cometofulnefsof ages; and as w&
- » mu

L g

Refolwedye: . 12

muft increafe in knowledge, {obe-
ing ebnoxious to error, it behowes
us to labour for the difcovery of it
more and more. That errar In ta-
king thenumber of the Beafl 666,
to denote onely Ae76:»@ hath indu-
red ever fince the dayes of Irenens,
that is from the nextage, after the
Apoftles 5 and it 1s now latelyidifs
covered,and the true meaning fub-
tituted in the place thereaf, as ne-
ver the likebefores and it is comq
mendablefor men- to:fee their for-
mer errors, much more to confefs
them,Of all Axflins works thera arg
none more tending to his henour

and renown than his Retradati-

ons, wherein he retracts the errors
of his Faith, and his Confeflions;
where hee acknowledgeth the er-
rors of his life, and this is moft
Chriftian ingenuity , and I think
NEver was any man more renowna
ed in this kinde thanhe. It -is ne+
ceflary for every Chriftian to firiv;

G 4 - for-
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forwardsunto perfection, mecefsita:
te Precepti, by neceffitie of Com-
mandment, butif he fail throngh
negligence. thisisa very pardona-
ble fin upon our confeffion of it.
Asfor things necefsary to falvati-
on they arebut few ,but the know-
ledge of God and the things of
God is {o fweet to aregeneratzs taft,
having alreidy tafted how bounti-
full the Lord 1s,that he will be car-
ried as naturally to defire the fin-
ceremilk of the Word,that he may
row thereby, ds new born babes
o defire the milk of their mothers
breafts, 1 Pet.2.1. Asfor perplexed
and doubting, and erring Con ci-
ences, men may perplex them-
felves, anid raife doubts cauflelly,
and erre in'this, and this error will
be the greater, when after all this
they pretend perplexity and
doubts made unto them, W}?en
they are onely the mifts which
themfelves have raifed to b}!}egr
their

S eﬁ;llz»:ed, ety g4 3
theirown €yes, and fiich a work, T
think, is never more aufpicioufly
perforined  than" when “they: fet
theit wits on "wotk-to difpute
themfelves out of the Lords ve ge,
and' circle, within the compafs
wheréof alone he ufeth to charm
#ll-hist Elect, :after they ‘have‘run
their wilderaceand eotmpafs, and:
bring them home like tha prodigal
child tohis father,: fo them to
their heavenly father, -and there-
withall to: the fobriety: of their
wits ;and integrity'of their fenfes,-
that they may fay , 0h} what love
hive'1 1o thyEaw! all the day long is
my fiudy.in it 5 the Law of thy month
is..deerer 1o wre than thoufands o
gold and flver £by thiy T hive gore:
ftﬂdétﬁziizd}'ﬂg thas mj Teachers. In~
deed the Law of the Lord is a per-
fect Law con verting the foul , the
teftimonyof ithe Lotd is furk;and
givethfwiﬁdorﬁ}tr@fth?ﬁm‘ple; ¥ohy
and'fuch wifdom as maketh wife
s G s unto
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unto falvation ,i,and what fhould
we defitemore? ..
- Dife;” Bat.: canld, fo; many Di-
vipes\of formsiy. . Ages be .ignovant
of this * Huoe there;mot -flo. w1 ny
Wars been undertaken for, this
canfe?, Gould thofe learned men fuf-
fer.[o.many thow[ands of ek 1o tun
headlong bhoth.by doing and [uffering;
into the hazardaf body and foul:for:
Religiony fake > and [0 many un-
Speable mifchiefs to_arife, whenas it
i polfible for apednito be [aved with- §
ot the - Centroperfier of: Beligion?
Butif this be the command of God
under the pain of temporall awd ever-
lafting punifbment, o fight for thefe
Controverjies  -how cam ‘we exchfe
thofe, fuffiing -arguments of Faith,
Religion , and Gods Worfhip 2 4
Servant may not abate any. thing of
bis Lords due.. . . . .
_ Confid.. . Beighorantof thiss of
what ? That Controyex{i¢s are not
mecefsary to-falvation; how d:l)ith
o , at

. Refoloed, &ci .~ 1ag
that appear they deferved any fuch.

cenfure ? but let’s not pleale our-

felves in confafion. of things
that deferve to be diftingnifbed 5.
A man, yea, an whole Nation, may
live in peace without war , but if
they are not fuffered to live in
peace , but fome ememy or. othes
invadesthem, as 4ram before, and
the Phidiftins behinde, ready to de-
your us with open mouth, {hall we
fit {till with our hands in our bos
fome , till thefe monfters devour
us one after another? as Poljpbey
mus intended to- deal with Viyfes
and his fouldiers, though he {fhew=
ed him:this favour, that hethouid
be the laft thatfhould goto pot;
This is the condition -of Gods
Church, and hath been from the
very dayes of the Apoftles inclu»
fively,the my{teries -of godlimefs,
being now revealediin Gods words
Many there be: that cannet digelt
thefe myfteries and {ubmir unte
L " them
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them by faith,but though they im-
brace the truths of the Gofpell in
{fom particulars, yet they refift it in
others,or pretgnding to imbrace it,

they pervert & wreftitby corrupt

interpretation. In this cafe are not
the Orthodox driven to hold their
own, and (asS.Jade exhorts them)
to contend earneitly for vhe faith once

given to the Saints , and to indea~

vour to kill error, rather than to
fuffer’. errour to ftrangle the holy
trwth of God, open the truth of
God'which isaccording untoe god-
linefss rather to root outweeds,
than to fuffer them to over-grow
thegiood corn. . 'Fhus we are caft
upoh ‘Controverfies whether wee
will arno, yet this is not a dutie
that belongs to all, many,yea molt
fhall be faved without it; like as
when an enemy invades us wega-
ther an Army:iagainft them to. op-

pofe themand drive themout, the

zeft pray for theis fellow-brethrgu’,
ut

_ ... ‘Refolved, &c. . 127
but do not fight , yet by this war
they may haveasgreatan intereft
in the defired peace, as thofe that
fight for it. ~Thus Chamayar’ of
the Fremch Church hath written
hisminnap 3y B‘ellﬁ Domini , tl?c
Wars of the Lord, againft the Phi-
liftines ; the Antichriftian Phili.
ftines of the Church of Rome,
{carce one hath done the like, yet
many fons of that  honourable

| Chuich baae done valiantly , but

Chawayer hath. furmounted themy
all; everyonedoth not gird him-
{elfwith the fword upon thethigh
at all, but onely thofe who "are'the
Lords Naunchan, his inftra&ted
ones , for: thefe wheoare ovenfegrs
and keepers of the Tower ‘of, Da-
vid, built for defence,, a thoufand
fhields hung therein , and all the
Targets of the ftrong men,Gant.4:
a.and thefe are well acquainted
with them, and know how to ule
them, yea and to handle the fward
- (4182
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128 The Donbting Canfcience
tooas expert in war, and in this
holy war they willbe content to
‘hazard their life, as S.Pusl profel-
feth, faying, ~nd #ow T gobonndto
Jerufalem im the Spirit , nst. know-
ing what ihings [hall come untome
there,{ave shat the Holy Ghoft witnef-
feth in every bike faying , that bond:
and affliclions abide me , bus I pafs
iot for thefe things , neither is wy
lifedeer unto ove, fo Imay fuifitl my
conr[e with joy, and the Minifiration
which Ihave réceived of the Lord Je-
fis: vo teftifie the.Gofpell of the grace
" As for the fhuffling Arguments
kere {poken of, when 1 know them
Ithald ipon due confideration pafs
my' judgemerit on thenr as T fee
caafe. A man may {ophilticate I
confels, in making Arguments, but
fhuflling courfes commonly have
placein thifting theny 6ff by an un-
due folution : Wee know ‘what
Pawls comrfewras , he fought with
= Beafts

o

&foigﬁd,’x&ﬁ. ‘ ; I: 9

Bealtsat Ephefus,and Stephens for-
tunes too, when certain of the
Synugogue which-were called:Li-
bettinesand Cyrenians:di{pured
with Stephen, did not he al{o dif<
pute with them? The Textfaith
exprefly, they were net able toires
filt the wifdom of the Spirit:by
whichhie {pake:s; & Lawt offered #p
j{faitﬁ Pawl ) iepon the [acyifice and
crvice of gour faith,d rejoyce theres
in, amdwilljoy. . o ..o
IifLet this thingbe confidived fors
ing it #s [0 inttichte and leads:meand
many others into difguiet of wminde s
for which perplexities of Confeivnce,
ponewill deny that avemedy is ¥o: be

| faught azghe hassids af thofe rhus have

Chriffiat fellow-feeling ,: ahd sight
be feurd:if all the Divines of thofe
fides that have left Popery, wonld
woiichfnfe to affordme a wife, wilde,
andfblichdnfwer insoriting ; Ao¥ fav
vouring of ‘partiality, prejuddice, or
Paﬁgﬂ, L e e T
R Confidi.
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Confid. W hen Bofte was taken by
- the States, there was feen ‘in the
wall a Bifhop fometimes of .that
town, painted with Chrift and his
-b}c)od on the one (ide, and the Vir.
gin Mary and her breafts {prouting
milk on the other fide, and the de-
vout Bifhopiwasreprefeénted there
In the-gefture ‘of -a_man-in gteat
perplexity and -ambiguity,' " not
knowing well which to ‘prefer
whether Chriftsblood before 1.
riés milk', or Muries milk before
Ghrifts blood, -and this: expreffed
in Latine Verfes, and one of the
Martialifts (as it were) to put him
out of his mood.and perplexity,
Whj thou Sott (quosh he) get theprg
Gott.. - Who, I pray, was thecaufe
of this mans perplexity, was it not
hisown extreme fuperftition moft
abominable? Ifthe Authorof this
Difcourfehad propofed:ary' thing
on the othet fide to the “Scripture,
and pretended ambiguity and p'er-:

plexity, |

} i
1
i

plexity, whichof them he prefer-
red according whereunto to order
his faith, that Martialifts refoluti-
on of the doubt might havebeen
congruous enough : But oncly
concerning the Scripture-doubts
are here propofed how a man
fhould ground his faith thercup-
on; what heis,I knownot, and
whether this be res gefta, or filds, 1
am to feek, for the prefent world
is full of jugling. But when wee
make fuch doubtsunto our felves,
dowe well confider the goodnefs
and wifdom of God in giving us
his holy Word to direlt us in the
wayes of everlafting life? if’ ftill
there were juft caufe to complain
of a perplexed condition, where-
into we were caft, not knowing
whether we fhall take hold of it,
or run away from it, as Mofes did
from-his rod when it was turned
into a Serpent. But do we findea-

ny the like Metamorphofis here 2
yet
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yet when the Lord bid adofes take
the Serpent by thetail,he wasbold

to doit; furely Gods Word is no

Serpent, but we rather, and his
Wordalone hath power to charm
us,and makeus vomir all our poy-

fon of erroneous and unholy ways,
and the Lord Chrift hath bidusto

‘takehold of them, faying, Search|

1he Scriptures 5 yet if any thing in
this my Anfwer feem amifs, and

not-an{werable to the Authors ex-|

pedtation, but favouring ( as hee
thinks) of partiality, prejudice, or
paflion, T confefs prejudice againft

. fuch difcourfes as thefe, accompt- |

ing them motft vile, and nothing
becomming anunderftanding and

godly Chriftian; butas for the reft |

let him impute it to my ignorance,
that know not fo much aswhat is
the way of his paflion, for he feems
tometo be neither Lutheran nor
Calvinift; and would not feem to
bee a Papift, though I am moft
E prone

T A
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prone to conceive it to be the trick
of fome Papifts leaft of all doe 1
know his perfon or Countrey.

- Bt let every {ober Chriftian
confider well,and inquire, whether
that fince the beginning that Gods
Word was committed to writing,
there were at any time any f{uch
queftions moved- untill this" laft
and worft Ageof the world, when
Cajetan the Cardinall, a great
School-Divine, firft encountred
with Martin Luther and foxind-that
no Authority ptevaited with him
but Scripturall, hercupon hee was
moved to ftudy Scriptuse:, and
wrote Commentaries- upon it in

hisold age. But silurfler Prierius of

Rowe, he thought that way too far
about, and thereforetook a fhorter
courfe , and maintained that the
Scriptures-contained not all things
neeeflary to.falvation , and there-
fore the:rule of faith to be made

compleat muftbe pieced up wi}tli}
| the




134 The Dowbting Confcience

theunwritten Word added to the
written Word , which unwritten
Word they éalled Traditions.
Since that the Papifts: have
ftrengthned themfelves with the

Authority of the Church, yet con- |

fefs the true Church cannot bee

known tobeatrue Church;uor the |

Authority'thereof known; but by
the Scriptures, 2ud the iflue of the
refolution of the Church mutft bee
- therefolution:of the Pope.iconcer-
ning * ‘the' true interpretation' *of
Scripture, fhamefully obtruding
uponus that we makethe refolu-
tion of ‘our faith into our own pri-
vate {pirit, whereas we to the con-

‘trary extend the teftimony of the |
{piritonely to each private mans

beft fatisfaltion, and teach no o-
ther herein than the Papifts them.
felves acknowlegeto be moft true,
as touching the refolution phyfi-
call of onr faith, as T am ablc to
prove by variety of pregnant evi-
dences

A
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| dencesready at-hand without any
| more adoethan the bare tranfcri-

bing of them. Now this light be-

| Ingnotofa nature communicable

unto others, we meddle not with
it in difputing upon any other
point of Divinity with Papifts or
any other. But therein walk in all
our difputations by way of Refo-
lution Logicall, either into fome
confefled principlesas concerning

| the Attributes Divine, or into ex-

pre(s paffages of holy Scripture,the
meaning whereof if it be excepred
againft,we are ready to jultify itb

rationall difeourfe againftany ad)-,-
verfary, nothing doubting but we
fhall either conviét him of obftina-
cy in{hutting his eyes againft the
clear evidence of truth, and make
him condemned in his own con-
{cience,or at leaft in the confcience
of all fober Chriftians, being well
affured that whoioever refifteth

the
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theevidence of Gods Word upon
pretence . of inevidence , that
i Word fhall be found of evidence
t enough to judge him at the laft
day. = :

O This Jefuiticall Queftionwas fent ont ‘
|  of Germany when the Affembly of Di- -
3 . Vines were [itting at Weftwinffer,
' and was tranflated out of High-
"Datch. |
3 o R
‘3 ) v .-




