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PR EZFACE
A SIMALL Book ought not to have a large Preface.

And a performance of the very illuflrious, truly pious,
and eminently learned Dr WiLLiamM Twissg, requires
no recommendation from my pen. The book, upon
perufal, will fufficiently recommend itfelf unto every in-
telligent and well-difpofed mind. And, befide, it hath
prefixed unto it a very large and truly excellent recom-
mendation, by the eminently learned Dr Josepx HaALL,
Bifhop of Norwich ; which I cxpe& the reader will
perufe carefully, Thoun—h Bithop Hall differed from
Dr Twiffe, with regard to church-government, yet he
very highly efteemed Dr Twifle, and his wrltmgs as his
approbation of this book bears witnefs.

Dr Twiffe, in this excellent fmall book, clearly proves,
that there is a poflibility of afcertaining the true mean-
ing of the holy Scriptures, under the influence of the

Holy Spirit of God, who gm"l’f;'th into all truth. That
the holy Scriptures are fufficient, under the blefling of
Heave'n, to diftinguith truth from error. And that a
Chriftian may be infallibly certain of his faith and relipion
by the holy Scriptures, under divine influence ; God
bemg able to inftru& us in the meaning of his own word,
and to affure us of it.  And here the reader is not abufed
with fiery declamattons, nor an €mpty parade of un-
grounded affertions, as in many publications, where we
" are told, ¢¢ Itis fo; it muft'be fo 3 it cannot be otheke
wife.”” But in this very excellent piece, the reader 18
entertained with dehbemte clofe, fair, and fatisfactory
reafoning, clearly grounded upon indifputable premifes.
“With rebnrd to the reafons for renewing this publica-

tion now, they are,
an 1. Becauf’e
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1. Becaufe as it maguifies the intrinfic exccllence of
the holy Scriptures, fo it muft be conducive to the de-
clarative plory of their All-futficient Author. Anrd,
therefore, it cannot be unfeafonable at any time.

2. Becaufe the fufliciency of the holy Scriptures, which
it clearly proves, muft be of the grearteft importance to
mankind, as it is by thefe we afcertain the knowledge of
Chrift and etbrnal life, John v. 39.

3. Becaufe fuch a publication muft be both neceflary
and {eafonable ; and, perhaps, advantageous alfo ; when
infidelity greatly abounds, as it indifputably doth at this
time. ‘And certainly, this piece will either be infiru-
mental, under the influence of Almighty God, in curing
fome of this generation of their infidelity ; or it will be
‘a witnefs agami’c them on the day of judgment. —See
If. Jv. 10, 11. .

4. Decaufe the'publicmion of this very valuable piece,
may ferve to revive the memory of its refpetable and
renowned author, who feems to be greatly forgot by the
men of this generation And it may {erve to preferve
a prateful remembrance of his Ioemory, in the ‘minds of
the lovers of truth.

5. Becaufe by the publication of this piece, a precious
and rare jewel will be recovered from the grave of deep
forgerfulnefs. LT'his piece was become fo rar'e‘, that
I could not procure 'a copy of it either in London or
E.dinburgh, by a clofe continued fearch.

The public may be aflured upon honour, that all care
{hall be taken to have this entire piece of the illuftrious
Dr Twifle exaltly printed, according to the London.
copy printcd in the year 1656. There. are fome Latin
phrafes, which I have tranflated for the benefit of the

Englith .
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Englith reader, where this was omitted, and the fenfe
loit to thofe who could not rcaid Latin.,  Where the

{fcn{e is not affected this is nor minded ; or where it is
given in another place by the author. The Englith
reader, therefore, I hepe, will fuffer no lofs by the Lartin
phrafes he nmieets here. And as Y could not prevril upon
mytelf to make the leaft alteration in another man’s
work, fo every expreflion flands in its original form.
And, may the Lord God of falvation, to whom be.’

longeth the iflues from death, blefs it for the important
ends for which it is now publifhed. And 1 remain the .

devoted fervant of 1its friends, and of its Author’s me.
mory, in the caufe of God and truth.

JAMES REID,
4th Nov. 1795. |

'agl", THE
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THE

APPROBATION

OF

That Reverend FATHER of the CHURCH,

JOSEPH HALL,

Bisuor or NORWICH :

In a Letter to bis worthily refpecied Friend, Mr W. S.

WORTHY SIR,

I RETURN you many thanks for the favour you have
done me, in aflording me the view of this‘fulid dnd fea*
fonalle piece of Dr Twi SISE, in full anfwer to this pre-
tended queftionift, who, under the colonr of a Perplexing
Cufe of Confrience, from a preacher of the Gofpel, fends
forth a foolith kind of challenge to all Proteftant divines.
Tad you not nanied the author of the fatisﬁi&o‘ry Anfwer,
and feconded it by another’s atteftation, 1 could both have
knuw n and avouched him. There is aface of a ftyle, by
hich we {cholars know one another, no lefs than our per-
{fonsbya vifible countenance : whofoever hath read the wit-
ty and acute exercitations of this author upon the writings
of Dr Jackion, will eafily find him in this trattate both
for form and matrer, “This fcullﬁng and difguifed chal-
lenger could not have met with a meé;er combatant ;
a man {o eminent in (chool-divinity, that the Jefuits have
felt, and (for: auwh; I fee) fhrunk under his firength,
their Scientia Media ; and whom the fates of the Nether-
lands, out of the fame of his worth, would fain have
o - I ‘temf)ted
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Can

._ empted away, with large pro‘f'ers, to a public profcfior-

jhip in one of their univerfities. 1 only with he had met
{vith 2 more able adverfary : for certainly, as I intimated
Joyou in my laft, this beagle, whofocyer he be, whether
out of mifprifion or craft, hunts counter, and runs all the
dwhile upon a wrong ground ; vainly {uppofing, that dif-
ﬂ:rences-in points not fundamental, make a diverlity of
relipions 5 and weal\ly conceiving, that becaufe theie are
many falfeclaims to truth in the world, God h,ai,h-nqt"
Jleft us means enough 1 his revealed Will to diiiingﬁilh
hiruth from error : as if, becautfe there are ftore of coun-

berfeit coins abroad, it could not be {ufe for a man to re-

o

§ceive, or pollible to difcern current money : whereas, if

¥his wit would have ferved him, he might have mnﬁdered
that all, both agenda and credenda necefiary to I..IIV:IUDH,

(wh_ich only can difference religion,) are clearly laid down
din the facred Oracles of Scripturc; with which, 1f any
Brefractory foul will unjuftly quarrel, he may by thofe

fhelps which God hath left to his church, be either con- -

Bvinced or fhamed—In the meanwhile, it is no reafon that
abfurd obftinacy fhould caft any. blemifh vpon the clear
Bface of truth, or be any prejudice to others, who are
fileled with better apprehenfions, whofe not foreflalled
fouls, out of that judgment of difcretion which God hath
fendowed all wife Chiriftians withal, upon due fearch-may
fhy. thofe good mieans which God hath held forth to ns,
Woive himfelf-fo full fatisfaion in all important truths, as
dwherein he may fecurely reft, with a refolute defiance of

-~

oppofitions.
Had this queftioniit. but confulted with learned Eifhop

Davenant s trrefr ag_)able Difcourfe, De judice ac norma
Bfdei, he had forborne. the blurring of his pdper, and

a 4 | fpared



judgments. But for*all ‘the do&rinal points, I cannct |

- from your much devoted,-

I HAVE read this learned and {atisfactory ANSWER,

viit Brsyor HaLL’s APPROBATION, &c.

fpared the labonr of this his perplexed and fhuffling pro.
pofal of his pretendedly-perplexing queftion, which in
very truth is no other than a ftale and often exploded
cavil, newly furbifhed over with a falfe colour of a ten.
derly confcientious irrefolution. The man will find him.
felf here over-anfwered, and receive too much honour
from fuch an antagonift—in that it may be faid of him,
/Enes magni dextra cadis ; thou falleft by the right-hand
of the great Aneas.——~Now, {ince you are pleafed to de.
fire my opinion of the whole work ; to fpeak freely—
One or two paflages I confefs to meet with in this learned
and weighty difcourfe, (as concerning the name and num.
ber of the Apocalyptical beaft, 666,) which' do not alto.
gether carry my affent. That myftery muft and will lie |

itill clofe, after all the {canning of the fharpeft wits and

but applaud them as worthy of the author, and fatisfactory |
to the reader, and convi@ive of the adverfary. Farewel,

o J. H. B. N,
Hicram, APRIL 29, 1642, .

- — .

S IR,

to the Perplexing Queflion and Daubtful Cafe ‘of Conftience, }
in the lifetime of Dr Twisse i and, 'if you fhall pleafe |
to give it your smprimatur, I think it may be advantage-
ous in this jun&ture of time. I reft Your’s,

May 3, 1652, : Ja. CRANFORD.
{mpr:nm!yr,

EpMm, CarLamMy.




a
PERPLEXING QUESTION;
O R,

ADOUBTFUL CASE OF
CONSCIENCE

OF A CERTAIN

PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL.

. .OUR religion is our faith ; faith either faves or con-
demns ; juflly ought we therefore to be able to undera
ftand and prm‘é our faith. | |

But now there arifeth a great doubt to me, and other
of the fimpler fort of Chriftians, W hether it be poffible
. for us to have an infallible certainty of our faith out of
the holy Scriptures, and fo confequently rely on am_lr truft
to this faith, as to an unthaken foundation ?

The reafon of our doubring is this—Both Papifts and

Calvinifts holding contrary opinions, do maintain and

prove by the holy Scriprures (as they fuppofe) the con-
trary to that which the Lutherans hold ; ferioufly affirm-
ing, that in the Scriptures the Lurheran religion is con-
demned, and themrs confirmed. Which thing no man
will deny to be an evident argument of the obfcurity of
the holy Scriptures, = If there be two phyficians of equal
.lean;'ing, -and of the fame intent in curing the fick, that
is, alike defirous to cure.the difeafe ; and if thefe phyfi-

ciar
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-

cians fhould out of one and the fame book gather, the
one, that a fever is cured with wine—and the other, that
wine is as bad as poifon to them that bave the fever;
how, I pray, fhall we know which of thefe two to rake
part withal? A man cau gather nothing, but that the
remedy for that difeafe is obfcurely exprefled in that book.
~ Some may obje&t—The Sects do not follow the Scrip-
tures only, but they add, the Papifts their traditions ; the
Calvinifts their reafons ; the Anabaptifts their dreams.

I anfwer—They do fo, in thofe things which are not
clearly taught in the holy Scriptures; but in the contro-
ver{ies between them and the Lutherans, they proceed
not {o; but, by Scriptures they fight againft Lutheran
tenets, which are confirmed by the Scriptures; and en-
deavour, by the help of the Scriptures, to fight for and
defend their. own, which the Luthcrans by Scriptures "do
condemn. Nay more, there are fome, viz. the Ana-
baptifls, that urge the Scriptures in the very letter more
than the . reft. The Calviuifts ufe their reafon,  and out
of the Scriptures draw arguments ; which thing the -
Lutherans alfo do, never fufifering any of theirs to reafon
againft the Scriptures.

2. lf it be objected unto them, that they w1‘f'ully, and
agrainit their confciences, do condemn the Lutheran tenets,
and confirm their own; they will anfwer, That this
were. a very. grievous {in, and that men ;mght ‘not 1o
prefume that they would falfify and corrupr the lerrers
and commands of their.Lord to his fons and fubjects;
much lefs that they do mualicioufly err, and lead them-
felves and others into the danger of their falvation: and,

“to fay the truth, it is not likely that {o many hundred

rhoufands of men would come to that pitch of malice,
thou*rh
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,_-,unh one {hould, efpecially feeing they dare confirm
i hooelt mcan:ug_ with an oath ; whercfore, unlefls
Ricy be convinced of malicioufly-wilful error, we fliall

uu mjurlouﬂy to {ander them.
s It may be objedted.—Perhaps they be foreftalled

1 pre-conceived opinions. I anfwer—UHow ? You
! fay they accuftom themfelves from their cradles to
i own religion, forfuking the Bible aud other books.
M nlwer—This is true in Popery ; but not in Calviniis,
t others, who urge the Bible mose than we do.—
hefe have more freedom than we have to the other
lisions. Do not the children of the Luthel‘ans‘ alfo
: themfelves to their religion from their éhilglhopc_i:"
.l:-:, they learn a Popifh or Calviniftical catechilin before
wy have learned a Lutheran one ? Is not that a man’s
elivion to’'which he accuftoms himfelf? How doth a child,
Pr 2 Jayman that hath been taught no religion, know
fhat is Lutherani{m, or Calvinifm? Doth he nort take
hah religion which is firit offered to him ? Befides, no
Bore-conceited opinion is fo faft rooted, but that it will
give place to clear demonftrations, which is’ confelled
mﬂng all. Thercfore, we fhall never be able to confute
gy religion with the objeétion of fore-conceived opinidns.
Whar fhall 1 fay more? Do other religions want civil
earning > Therg are found among(t them fufficiently
jearned and ingenious men and oftentlmes they have
nuch better and fitter means for ‘the advancement of
bearning, than the Lutherans have ; efpecially the Papifls,
vho make choice of the beft wits, whom they employ in
manner from theirfcradles to their full age, in nothihg
elle bur ftudy, meditation, and continual exercifes, and
do abundantly fupply them with all things which ferve,
b 2 or
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or feem to ferve, for their furthering and forwardm
and with all care and diligence do remove and take aw }
what{oever caufeth, or feems to caufe, any hindrance ¢
their courfe. They {ludy the Scriptures and fathc
‘night and day, and refufe no labour in learning the fou
dation of their own religion, and in knowing ‘and unde
ftanding the errors of others. Nay, the method )
manner of learning, of comparing the Scriptures, of iy
- tterpretmg according to the analogi of faith, of brmgn -
no fenfe to the Scriptures, and fuch other rules, canngy
be unknown to them. o,
Obj. But perhaps God hath not g?’ante;i them h
Spirit and his grace. |
I anfwer—God being fOIJght unto and f{olicited '5_
prayers, denies to no man his grace and Spirit of truth
Now, men of other religions crave of God the enlighteng
ing: of their mind, and dire&ion in a right way, no lef§
than ourfelves ; nay (as far as we can difcern) perhapk
with a greater fervency and zecal ; neither are we to thinf§
that they afk it out of hypocrlfy and- with diffimulatior§
" and that fo théy would mock God. Therefore, it is §
be taken for granted, thar the Spirit is where the fruig
of the Spirit are found, of which none cught to boa
above others. INay more, the knowledge of underftand
ing the Scriptures is a peculiar Hgifr. of the Spirit, whic
is granted no lefs to others than to us. It is true, -:'. 
deed, that he only underftands the Scriptures, wh@
hath the Spirit that ditated them ; and (as it is in worldg
ly laws) no dottors interpretation or deciding doth juftifyj
till the lawgiver approve that dgciding. Yet he tha§
boafteth of fuch approbation of the Spirit is bound -

. fhew 1t, unlefs he will be counted but an ordinary do&org
Obj. I
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Obj. If any fhould here obje&, that the Scriptures
s m{elves bear witnels of their own clearnefs, accord-
g w that, Zhy word is a lanthorn to my feet, &c. and
N have a more fure word, &c.
Ianfwer—-——All the commands of God are hls word,
fo are all his works which are through his word ;
¢ it is confeffed by all, that God fects forth his word by
Rure, the creature, {igns, wonders, beneath, above, and
i infinite ways ; alfo the Scriptures witnefs that many
ings neither are nor can be written. Therefore, the
of his voice is taken diverfely in the Scriptures ;
B {0 by confequence, all that is called God’s word is
B neceflarily to be underftood of the Scriptures.. Here-
to add, that at that time many parts of Scr:pture were
B yet written ; wherefore, the evidence of the thmg
iifeltly proveth, thar this is not {poken of the whole
ument and letter of the Scripture, for as much as the
bres of the prophecy of the Apocalypfe, and infinite

Wer things belonging to the folhlling of thofe prophe-
& were hidden firom the prophets themfelves, and the

Jiers, (much more than from others,) and are vet
jden, Chrift himfelf fpeaks in parables, to the end

bt men may hear with their ears and not underftand,

Scripture itfelf, in very many places, witnefleth that

vord of God is fecret, obfcure, hidden, and difcaver-
fonly to the Spirit, or to the godly only, to whom
M reveals it s fo that in the Scriptures there are more
Puonies of their obfcurity, than of their clearnefs;

§5 not the Scripture hereby either rejeéted or ﬂight-_ ,

For even before the Law was given and written,
1had 2 certain Iirrht by the he]p whereof they m;ffhl'

lhey would, have fcmnd out the truth more cléarly
than
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than we ; and althongh in the New Teftament a pre
light be rifen, yet muft we not think that in the (]
Teftament there was a mere blindnefs. Whence
may reafon, that God thought it not ufcful for us 1o ]
veal all things to us; but though all things perhaps}
not neccffary to be known, yet neverthelefs there n
be had a certain and infallible way of interpreting, by
help whereof the moft, and moft aeceflary - controverl}
may be decided ; of which, if trial be made, a clear lig
and mere haimony may be frewn, in fuch Scripmres
'(z‘itpor'diﬁg to tite opinion of many) are obfcure. I
poflible alfo, that there fuculd be not a few other
of illuftraiing that which is obfcure, although this §
tried way be not ul«d alone ; for there may Loth be §
mitted and ufed, agreements coming from the lame 3p
and word, fometimes where there is no demonliratic
Nor am I moved with that ob*eé‘hon, That it is eno
for the Lutherans thar they are aflured of the truth

TLutheranifin, though others cannot- fee and believe]
for this is not that which I would have. 1 engy

how a man may be fure not of his own opinion, b
the truth : Now, if 1 believe and determine that i
a thing is true, this is my opinion j yet is it not there}
the truth, feeing truth and opinion have nothing in (§
alike. A fredfaft perfuafion changeth not the eflency
the thing wheéreof a man is perfuaded : For then '
melancholic perfons, whofe opinions are immoved
work miracles, and make all ‘their conceits effenti}
The nature of true Lnaw]edn-e 1S thIS —T 0 be det

ﬂrable, not to me, or fome men, but to all, and tof
a cC
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a confent from any man, as two and three make five.—
‘A thing controverted, and which fome underfiand one
way, fome another, can never make me certain and free
from doubt, whether 1 have the truth or not; and hie
that knows no other than what be determines, may be
éxcufed of malice and hypocrify. But this reafoning,
I and my follower are [fure of this z‘r’:mg, therefore it is
trie, is unreafonable reafoning.

Laftly : If we build our religion only upon the Scrip-
ture, the learned fhall have a great prerogative above

the nnlearned, in the matter of faith and religioh, and
{hall be more engaged in thankfulnefs to God than they ;

and fo religion fhall favour and cleave to good wits.—
Alfo, many have their fenfes exercifed in the Scripture,
or are more inventive and ingenious than others.; there-
fore, if a man could by difputing and reafoning confute
fome thefes, and as it were take away a man’s opinion
from him, and become conqueror, he fhould alfo take
away his religion ; and the other: fhould be conftrained
cither to take up his conqueror’s religion, or, againft his
conicience, to keep his own.

Nor will that anfwer ferve the turn, our divines and

‘paftors can anfwer you, though I cannot : for then fhould
I believe with another man’s faith ; but faith muft be
mine, not another man’s, elfe fhould falvaupn alfo be an-
other man’s. If religion be the fervice of God, furely it
is neceflary that I underftand that fervice which I muft
perform to my Lord. Sceing 'qu will not recken an-

other man’s fervice for mine, and cannot be ferved by
' a*‘fub&‘itute‘, it remains that we conclude—Controverfies
are to be left to learned men, and are not fo very necef.

fary.
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fary. It may be anfwered, Then alfo religion is to be
left to learned men ; for controverfies are our very reli-
gion ; for (faving the confideration of them) there is no
difference, but Papifts are Proteftants, and Proteltants are
Papifts——Look how much a man knows of controverfies,
fo much doth he know of his own religion.  The ftate of
a man’s falvation is {fuch as his religion and his faith.—
Now there is but one falvation, and but one faith. DBut
if controverfies Bélong to the learned only, wherefore
have the laymen endured o many afflictions, diftrefles,
nay, and death itfelf, for thofe controveriles fake 2

I know indeed that a Calvinift dottor, one Dr Bergius,
a preacher at Bremen, affirms in his late publifhed Ser-
mons, that controverfies are not merely neceffary to fal.
vation ; that the Scripture is plain and clear in thofe
things which are neceflary to falvation, and that there

was never any contrariety between the religions them-
felves. At which alfo the Leiplich Collation between

the Lautherans and Calvinifts {feems to aim.

This I am perfuaded is-very true, that had the Holy
Ghoft judged thofe controverted queftions neceflary to

falvation, it would have exprefled and .propounded
them in the holy Scripture clearly and plainly, fecing

thofe epiftles were fent to {imple, and lay men efpeciaily.
Nor doth it feem likely to be true, that ever there were
{o many' Articles of Faith drawn out of them, as are now
to be read in the Catechifms, Common-places, and Com-
pends of Divines. As yet there is no certain number of

them determined, feeing fome Divines have propounded
more, and fome fewer ; and fome religions have, i pro-

cefs of time, either added or abated whole Articles, and
after
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afterr many miferies endured for the defence of fome of -

them, entering a way of moderation, they have deter-
mined that for tolerable and indifferent, which before
they thought damnable. But, howfoever, there are fo
many of them, that a man may defervedly call in queftion

the precile neceflity of them : and this feems the beft
fplutton to difintangle aiid appeadle perplexed, doubtful,

and erring confciences.

But could fo many thoitfand Divines of foriter ages be
ignoran't of this? Have there not fo many wars been un-
dertakeh for this canfe? Could thofe learned men fuffer

fo many thoufands of men to run headlong, both by do-

ing and fuffering, into the hazard of foul and body for .

teligion’s fake? and fo many unfpeakable mifchiefs to
arife, when as it 1s poflible for a man to be faved without
the controverlies of religion? But if this be the command
of God, under pain of 'témpb'r.ﬂ and everlafting punifh-

ment, to ficht for tliofe controverflies; how can we ex.

cufe thofe fhuffling agreements of faith, religion, and
God’s worfhip-? A fervant may not zbate any thing of

his Lord’s due. |

Let this thing be confidered, feeing it is fo intricate;
aud leads me and many others into difquiet of mind ; for
which perplekities of corifcience, none will deny that a
remedy is to be fought at thc hands of thiofe that have
Chrifiian fellow. feeling, and might be found, if 4ll the
Divines of thofe fides that have_left Popery, would
vouchfafe to afford nie a wife, mild, and folid anfiwer
In writing, not favouring of partiality, prejudice, or

paflion.
b : [ This
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| [(This JES UITICAL QUEST’IDN was ﬁmt out af Ge{r'ﬁmfgr,
when the ASSEMBLY of DIVINES were fitting af

WESTMINSTER, and was tranflated out of H1 G H.
Dvrch.]

THE
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THE
DOUBTING CONSCIENCE
RESQLVED,

IN ANSWER TO A (PRETENBED)

PERPLEXING SUESTI0N

e SRS
CO SIDERHTION

T 13 an old faylng, that Um*ve;ﬁ.r Muirdus
fxﬂr&‘ bﬁrmmam : the twhole ‘wor/(/ alt lihe

art ol _ﬂagf-p/a_yem . but I think ncver more
| Verlﬁed in any age than in this. There was

2 time when the Devil playﬂd his part, in the
thape 6f a dragon; with fecven heads and- ten
orns; Rev. xii. 3; &, §: But after the war in
heaven, between. Michael and his sdngels on
he one fide, and the dragon and his angels
bn the othe,r, the dragon was caft out into the
arth and his angels were calt out with him.
But he continued to-play thé part of an old
erpent 1], Wthh deceiveth the whole world
by h.lS cunning craftinefs ; Adverfarius qui in
1bertls mgf cax ﬁe:ﬁczszmézm teffa 7 acemfg arle
tlevii ;% and no marvel if intelligent fplrlts
re very {fubdolous and full of craft ; Evm simis

' Y.e0 S.é'rm. 5. de Ep?ph:ﬁ.

B 2 affutiin
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z_ry?zzfz.fz;«*z Jecit tam natura fublilis, guam longa-exer-
citatio malitie cjus ; for both the Devil’'s fublile
nature, and bis long praélice, render b exceed-
g crafty. T - And after wards, he found as pow-
erful means to do mifchief to the church of
God, gladio oris, by the {word of the mouth,
as formerly he had done ore gladiz, by the
mouth or edge of the fivord, even by another
beaft who had two horns like the Lamb, Rev.
X111, 11, I3. but {pake like the dragon. And
this beaft firlt was operative by deceit ; for he
did great woenders, {o that he made fire to
come down from heaven on the earth in the
ficht of men, and dececived them that dwelt
on earth by the mecans of his miracles. This
15 that man of fin St Paul {peaks of, whole
coming was in the effectual power of Satan,
in {igns and lyidg wonders, and in all de-
celveablenels of 11;1rwhtecmﬁlefs, 2 Thelfl. 1.
9, 1o. and by his cunning practices got at
length as many heads to his body, and Thor ng
to his head, as the dragon had, and got him
a miftrefs too like himfelf, the whore of Ba-
bylon whom John faw, Rev. xvii. 6. drunken
1th the blood of the faints, and with th
b]ood of the martyrs of Jefus: witnefs th
Hlaughters made, and barbarous outrages com
mltted upon the Waldenies, who firft pro
claimed to the world that Rome was the whor
of Babylon, and the Pope antichrift. - But, 1
thefe latter days, the Lord hath blafted tha

man of {iri with the breath of his mouth, an
brokel

+ Dernard in Quadrape Serm. §.
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® broken oitf many horns of the beafl, which

B hath provoked thofe antichriflian generations
B in a very high degree, Rev, xit-—and the

B Devil undoubtedly hath now greater wrath
B than ever, becaufe he knoweth that he hath
B but a2 fhort tume. Now, of late ycars, Lis
i preateft proltors, the Jefuits, have not {pared
& 0 profels defpair of prevailing 1n thewr caufe
M by -difputation, as appears by Weflon’s Pre-
f face to his book, De triffici homiris ﬂaﬁzx. The
B Gordian knot of controverfies in religion muft
B be cut afunder by fome Alexander’s { word —
B Belike this {e¢t was privy to fome iitentions

on foot, for the raifing of {fuch meteors as at
Rlength have broken forth into ‘thofe f{torms
Bwhich {ince have exerciféd all Germany, if
ot all Chriftendom, in the Weft: And I have

§icad a difcourfe written by one who wis {fome-

fiines {ecretary to the Pope, difcovering the

frractices of thofe times, and relating a council
jior the propagating of relizion, erected and
Pnftituted by Glemens O(f‘ca.vuq that whining
Pope ; thereby concealing the bloody and bar-

harous intention of his heart: fome {ay, that
for all his whining he was as impure as bloody.

Pow thefe courfes, wherewith they travciled
fnany years, bemrr now brought ferth unto
he lighe, T WondEI not a litdle that they per-
Wit 1n thcn* motive learning, which of all others

sof the bafeft allay, and hath more of the

ature of a charm t 13.11 of a medicine, to cure
ror 1n a rational way. Ior [ cannot be per-
uaded otherwife, but that fome vile Jefuit

B3 hath
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hath an hand in th1s argument, tg {tyle him.
felf a preacher of thé gofpel ; for though he
holds the Pope to be judgé e.f controverfies,
yet I prefume when he preacheth, he doth not
take his text out of the Pope’s eanons but out
of the word of God—-—-—And we know there are
Dutch Jefuits, as well as Spanlfh Jefuits s and
I have heard, that when thé Arminidn’ guar-
rels were rife in the Netherlands, fome Jefuits
have infinuated themfelves amongﬂ: them, and
preached in their congregations, to proxmiote
the Arminian caufe, though ‘not known’ to bc
any other than their own minifters. ™

" ~This" preacher of the gofpel thapes his dif-
courfe at pleafure calling "it 4 Perplexing
Rueftion ;" ory A Doubtful Cc_z/é of. Confcience —
whereas, it containg nothing’ but a ‘thread-bar
and old worn-out argmnent——He was afhamed]
to fay that it proceeds con"c’érﬂmg “thie Scripd
ture,-left the'confcience of “every fober Chril
tian-fhould rife agamﬂ: it ; ther efore, he baulky
that, ‘and fhapes ‘it to proceed concerning thy
foundation of the religion of the- Protefcants
‘and étheis who have made’a fepam 1on frong
the Pope. © Now, "this foundation is no othej
than the Sr‘rlpture ‘of the prophets and apoitles
‘which ‘St Paul'calls the foundation wheréeupoj
“the church is buile, * And 'the Perplexu{,g Kuif
Lwony, and Doubtful Caje of GO?{/EZ::‘?IC&’, comes §
this, Whether the Scrzpz‘zzrc or t;.:fc;’ Lope be 1R
Joundition wberenpon the church is built? 1 df
‘not well underftand, what he means by d:tinj

guithing ‘thofe- who have made a {eparatio}

fromy
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W from the Pope, into Proteftants and others ;

B for none {feparate from the Pope, but by rea-

B {on of the corruptions they find in the church

B of Rome, in the way of error and herely,

B {uperftition and idolatry, and their bloody and
B barbarous difpofition againft all thofe that
® cannot brook her abominations; and Prote-
B ftants have their name from their proteftation
B againft thefe their courfes.
B As for the queftion, Whether any Chriftian be
W altogether, and infallibly, certain of his faith and
B religion by the boly Scriplures, and fafely rely wuporn
B it againft all tentations and objeétions—Is this the
W Perplexing RQueflion 2 1Is this the Doxbtful Cafe
R of Confience 2 It is now above 1600 years fince
B Chrift’s refurreftion, and the coming down of
E the Holy Ghoft upon the apoitles on the day
B of Pentecoft—Whoever was known to make
| queftion of this-in the church of God, until
@ thefe laft hundred years, wherein {o great and
f seneral a {feparation hath been made, not from
& the church of God, but from communion
R with the church of Rome !~—After Chriil’s
| practice in encountering Satan, and that after
§ 2 manner competent to every {imple Chriftian,
fnot difcovering the Devil’s adulterating the
pext, P xci. ¢ He f{hall give his angels charge
jover thee, to keep thee in all thy ways:” which
Valt claudfe, 77 all thy ways, the Devil omitted,—
jbut replying, Matt. iv. “ It is written, thou
fhalt not tempt the Lord thy God ; and repre-
hending- the Sadduces for not knowing the
scriptures and the power of God, imputing
| B4 their
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their error to this their ignorance, and {hew.
ing how little need there is that any man fhould
rife from the dead to tell men of that place of
torment, 1n cafe they have Mof=s and the pro-
phets ; and that whofo will not believe Motes
and the prophets, neither will they believe
though a man rife from the dead, Luke xvi.—

and counfelling the Jews to fearch the Scrip-
tures, John v.--—and juftifying them in then
opinion, thinking them to be fufficient t
d rect thern unto everlafting life. Afterwards,
the apoftles {ubmitted their doéirine to be
examined by the word of God. The Bereans]
being commended for this, Adcts vii. and pro-
feding that the Scriptures are able to make us
wife unto f{alvation, through faith in the Lord
Jefus Chrift, 2 Tim. iii. 1 5. After the ancient|
fathers have called the trial of controverﬁeq to§
the word of God; and Conftantine, at the
council of Nice, referred all the blﬂlopa therc]
affembled to proceed according to this ; and
both Chryfoftome and Auftin have pr meﬂr‘d |
that all things neceflary to falvation are cleasly§
{et down 1n Scmpture; and in the controveriy§
between Hierome and Auftin about Paul’s re-|
proving Peter, whether it were done feriouily, ]
or in pretence only, Hierome pleading variety
of fathers for his ways, and Auftin oppofing|
the cléar evidence of the text afralnﬁ, them al'.
And Papilts themielves, nlany of the morcj
ingenious fort of them, H&vmg Deen found tof
confefs, that the laft 1Lfolut10n of ous faithfg
ought to be made mto the word of God ; andj

dlL 'I.t:
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B he contradictory nature of the Popifh tenct
E in proving the true church by the Scriptures,
i and the Sceriptures by the church, having been
f made manzfeft to the world by divines. After
B ol chis, I fay, that a preacher of the gofpel
§ thould be brought upon the ftage to propofe
B {och a aueftion, as, Wlhether any Chriffian can
R e certain of f1is fm![a by the boly Scriptures ; nor
R nropoie it only, but to call 1t A Perplexed Qivy/-
107, and A Doubtfid Cafe of Confeience, 1s {0 un-
f haomefafl a courde, as, in my judgment, it be-
g cometh none but {uch an one as hath a whore’s
P forehead, and cannot be athamed.

£ Yet I confider the condition of thefe prefent
fiimes in Germany, where the andchriftian
g congregations have confederated themfelves,
fand taken counfel againft God’s decretaries ;
fand 2s Pharach purﬂlcd the Hraelites, think-
¥ ing to overtake them, and that their luft thould
# be {atisfied upon them ; {0 thele have not only
 thought fo, but done {o; it'is not impoflible
but that 1011‘16 weaxk pr carher of the gofpcl may
§ fall inta their hande., and be {o charmed with
f fears, or hopes, or both, as to be drawn into
their lure, and brought to do them this piece
of fervre as.to propofe {fuch a queflion, and
name the chﬂd after this manner: (For thefe
‘tunes are the very hour and power of dark-
nefs, and Satan is not yet bound, thouglt we
truﬁ: his hmcimg is not far oil) And it is not
frange that men thounld be given over to be-
licve lics, and to become fome Je{uit’s proClor,

, nlhng men to 1'eiieve a fcnwulous and per-
plexed

-‘:ﬁ
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plexed conicience, and to intreat all Chriftians,
(efpecially the Calvinift divines and preachers )
with all due refpect, to give a folution to this
propofed queftion, and this in Dutch ; whereas
I thoughtthat this queﬂ:lon had neither being,
life ‘or motion, in any other part of the C]mf
tian world, ‘but only in this our England.—
‘Well, let us confider wherein the perplexity
of this queftion confifts, or what it is that
_Inakes 1t.
lec. Our re!gzmz is our faith ; ﬁzzz‘b ezther
ﬁw es or condemns ; juftly ought we therefore to bt |
“able to underfiand and prove our Jaith, ﬁ
Corﬁd The firft _propofition, That our re- |
ligion 1s our faith, is brought in to no pu- |
pofe; the. argument here ‘ufed fubfifts well |
enough without it, fuch as it is, The faith |
that {aves is an arft 11 ma,n but that which i J
to be proved is no a& in man, but the objet §
of that adt, the thing believed, What con- }
fc1ence the. author of this difcourfe had I know |}
not ; but I doubt he will appear to be but of |
llttle wit, _-
. Dilc. But now there ari ifetlh a great doubt 1o}
me, and others of the fimpler fort of C[?f'gﬂfdﬂh ,
174 [?emfr it be poffible for us to have an in ﬁ//zbif :
certainty of owur faith out of the boly Scriptures, §
and fo confequently to rely on and trufl to this f atl, B
-as to an unfbaken foundation. .
Confid:  Let my faith be never {o certan, §
and my repentance and good works never 1o §
fincere, I truft neither to the one nor to the §

other ,-—-—-—C' hrift is the rock .and foundation §
* whereupon g
3 g
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whereupon God’s church is built ; upon which

we are biilt by the Lnovﬂedge of Chrift, and
faith in Chrift ; and, in him alone, I truft ‘both
for the Leep1ng of me in this knowledge, and
faith of Chrift, and for the bringing of me
ﬂlereby unto falvatwn as Paul faith, 1 Cor.
i 20. “ I know Whom I have trufted, and
{ know that he is able to keep that Wh.lch
[ have committed to him.” And 1 Cor. i. 30.
“ God hath made him unto us wifdom and
In*hteouﬁlefs, {anctification and redemption.”

Whofo doubts whether it be poflible to have
any certalnty of faith out of the holy Scrip-
tures, I demand ‘of him, whether he doubts
of the poflibility for a man to have any certain
fzuth at all, or no ; 'if he doubts whether this be
Poﬂlble, Who feeth not that it is more fit this
queftion Thould be propoled in the firft place,
and upon the f{olution thereof, and not afore,
to proceed to inquire by what this certainty
may bé had ; if he doubts not but that this 1s
oﬂibIe let hlm {hew us how or by what means

hei‘ : ’ﬁ’ured hereof as namely, whether by

natural reafon, of by the Word of ‘the Pope,.

or by the Word of -an angel. * And indeed, if
the quefhon were propofed ‘indifferently and
falrfy with d1ﬂ:m&1on we fhould+{oon per-
ceive how little caufe there is to'call this a Per-

plexced ng.%zwz, or a Doubtfal C'q/é of  Confcience,

LY {i

though thefe forms favour of no Iéarmng, nor

Judﬁment “for the perplemty that is found in

this ar gument is'not in the queftion ; ifiit be,

1t 18‘ the” mere fault of' the propounder ex~

co hlbltmg
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hibiting it in perplexed terms, tlte meaning
whereof cannot be eafily unfolded ; but rathcr
in finding out the truth thereof, and that 13
only in cafe the reafons be of equal moment
on both fides, wherewith the truth 1s 1incu:
bered ; {o that the light and convincing cvi-
dence there,of cannot eafily break forth and
appear. Then as for a cafe of conicience, that
is a very alien notion, and ill applied 1n this
place: for cafes of confcience are only touch-
ing what we ought to do in a certain caic;
but this 1s only touching poflibihity of all-
rance, as, Whether we can have any certamn
faith by the holy Scriptures, But let us pro-
ceed diftinctly ; and,

1. Let us inquire, Whether a man can
have any certain faith at all —I anf{wer, 1fi,
They may ; for many have had it, as it 15 de-
fined by St Paul, Heb. xi. to be the evidence
of things not {een, the ground-of things hoped
~for; and there the apoftle reckons up a cata-
logue of many that had fuch a faith. I prefume
the propounder of this, if he be a Chriftian,

malkes no queftion hereof and that Abraham,
-thp father of the faithful, Rom. iv. 1 8, 19, 20.
- was fuch a one, who arramﬁ hope believed in
hope and being not weak in faith, he {tagger-
ed not ar the promife of God through unbe-
lief, but was ftrong in faith, giving r‘rlory to
- God 3 and &hat all the true children of Abra-

ham h&ve the like faith as Abraham had.
2d, But then let us diftinguith when we treat

=

or poilibility ; th1s may be underﬁoo*l gither
11



LA

The Dowbting Confcience Refolved. 29

in reference to the power of nature, or i1 rex
{pect of the power of God: and according to
this diftinétion I anfwer, that it 1s uttérly im-
pofitble to believe this by the power of nature,
Matt. xvi. 17. ¢ Flelh and blood hath not re-
vealed this unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven.” And 1 Cor. 11. 14. ¢ The natu-
ral man perceives not the things of God ; for
they are foolithnefs unto him ; neither can he
know them, becaufe they are {pmritually dif-
cerned.” And Ia. Imi. 1. “ Who hath be-
lieved our report? and to whom hath the arm

of God been revealed :” And John xi1. 3g.

“ Therefore they could not believe, becauie

Efaias faith again, he hath blinded their eyes,
and hardened their hearts; that they fhould
not fee with their eyes, nor underftand witch
their heart, and be converted, and I fthould
heal them.” And Rom. vii. 8. ¢ They that
are in the flefh cannot pleafe God;” and con-
- {fequently, they cannot have faith ; for {urely
by faith we pleafe God. But then, on the

other fide, it i1s moft true, that by the poier.

of God a man may believe, Aéts xvii. 27.
“ They believed through grace.” And Phil
1. 29.. “ To you it is given not only to believe
in him, but to fuffer for him.” And to be-
lieve and find mercy at God’s hands are all
one, Rom. x1. 30. | - .
Now, if it be granted that faith may be had
in what degree of certainty foever, what {ober
Chriftian can make doubt, but thatif queftion

be made about the means whereby we may

nave



i

30 Tbe Dozzl)z‘zfzg Con ﬁzenae Re o[fuaf

have it, it may be had by holy Scrlpmre as
well as by.any other mieans ? yea, and far
better, confidering that faith is, in the proper
niotion thereof, the aflent to fomewhat. from
the authority of the fpeaker and if the fpeaker
is but a man; it is no better than faith human
if the fpeaker be God; that; and that alone'
makes 1t to be faith dw:me. Now we all COIl-.
fefs, that the holy Scripture is the word of
God ; and, therefore, if by any word faith
may be had in what degree of certainty . {o-
ever, {ure it hay be had by the word of God;
yed; and that no other way can divine Faith
be had but by the word of God ; not by the
word of theé creature, whether inan or angel.
And, if faith may be wrought by the power
of God’s Spirit i the heart of any man; he
that makes queftion whether this may be dong
by the holy Scriptures; had néed of {ome good
meafure of hellebore to purge his brain, for
he {feems to me to be in the iiext degree to
a madman : for feeing faith is rio faith; unlef;
it depend upon fome word that God ' (hiould
work his faith by another Word than his own,
1s as uncouth and contradiftory an aﬂ?—:rtlon,
I thould think, as ever was heard amgong the
learned. But it may be this quthor, through
the confufion of his wits, hath not hitherto
been fo happy as to deliver himfElf fair ly of
his own meaning: thereforé, let us take no-
tice of the difcourfe itfelf, whetheér it may
bear any better ftate of the queftion than yet

we -have been acquainted with—For I guefs
that,
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:..'L that, in the iffue, the ftate of the queftion will
-come to this,

-f Whether it be poffible for us by the holy
Scupture, to have any certain affurance of
® the meaning of it.

B Difc. Zhe reafon of our doubting is this—
W Both. Papifls and Calvinifts bolding contrary opz-
W nions, do maintain and prove by the boly Scrip-
B 1ures (as they fuppofe ) the contrary to that which
R the Lutherans bold ; ferioufly affirming, that in the

B Scriptures the Lutheran religion is condemned, and
g theirs con wfirmed. Which thing no man -wz/l deny
® /0 be an evident argument of the oé/‘czm{y of z‘be

boly Seriptures—If there be two phyficians of equal
| larning, and of the fame intent in curing the fick,

W ithat is, alike defirous fo.cure the difeafe ; and : f |

B 1hefe phyficians fhould ont of one and the Jame book
gzztber, the one, that a ﬁfver 5 cured with wine——
fand, the other, that wine is as bad as poifon fo
fbfm that have the fever; how, I pray, fball e
b0z awhich of thefe trwo o mée part withal 2—
{4 man can gather nothing, but that the remedy

Rfor thar difeafe is obfcurely expreffed in that book.
i Confid. 'The fum of all this 1s, that the

IScripture is-obfcure ; and that which the au-
fthor would infer from hence is this—Z/ere-

ffore 2t 15 impoffible to be _/5.47‘(3 of the meaning of it ;
whereby, now I perceive, the Perplexed Qﬁch

Vion and Dozubtful Cafe of Confcience” comes but
to this-in plain terras, Whether it be poflible
for a man to be fure of the meaning of Scrip-
ture : the author maintains the negatwe, and

proves it, becaufe the .Scripture is Obfcur ;
l ]
3nd

¥
Ey
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and the oo*"cumty of Scripture hé proves by
tnis, that men differ in the expofition of i
Now this I will examine in ordel, and {ixl
obferve the dodging difpoiition of this author,
and manifeft evidence of his corriipt aftection,
and that he comes to this work with an inten-
tion not to feek the truth, burt to circumven:
1t rather: For whereas the force of his argu-
ment to prove that the Scriptire 15 obicure
1s but this, that divinés differ in the interpre-
tation of Scripture j—7yet it ferved his tum
rather to inftance in Papiils and Calvimik
joining together, 11 the interpretation of Scrip-
ture, contrary to the Lutherans. Might he
not as well give inftance 1 Papiits and Luthe-
rans holding together, in the interpietation of
Scripture, contrary to the Calvinifts ? Migh
he not as well have inftanced 1in Lutherans and
Calvinifts joining together, in the interpreta-
tiori of Scripture, contrary to the Papiits i—
Urnidoubtedly he might! for it is but an 1nde-
finite  propofition, and the matter 1s clearly cons
tmgcnt. Now an indefinite propofition, 11
a contingent matter, is confefled in {chools
have no greater force than of a particular pro-
‘pofition : as much as to f{ay, they differ onc
from another in the interpretation of {onx
*Scuptures., Now this may very well be true
not only of Papiits differing from Proteitants
but of Papiits differing from "Papifts, (as Mal
donate from Janfénius,) and Proteftants frow
Proteftants ; not only Lutherans from Calvr

nifts, but one Lutheran from another, and onf
Cﬂl me
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g Calvinmifl ifrom another, in the interpretation
f of fome places of Scripture.  Nay, doth not one
g father difler from another after this very man-
Bl ner ! And do not modern divines, even Papifls
8 o5 well as Proteftants, take liberty of diffenting
R from all the ancients, in the interpretation of
Bl fome places of Scriprure ? Witnef{s Maldonate in
K the interpretation of that, Matt. v. 3. “ Blefled
g are the poor in {pirit,”” who takes a way of °
R interpretation different from all the ancients,
g by his own confeflion: And Cardinal Cajetan,
f when he was put upon the {tudying of Scrip-
¥ ture, by occafion of his conference with Martin
d Luther, who would hear nothing but Scrip-
f ture, fee what a profeffion he makes in his
fcntrance upon writing commentaries on the
A Scriptures ; Sz guando occurrerit novus fenfus textuz
R confones, 11cc a facra Scripiura, nec ab Eeclefie doc-
| trina.atffonies, quamvis a torrente dollorum [acrorum
§ vlienumne, aquos fe preebeant cenfores:  And when
| Auftin takes notice of the multiplicity of tran{-
| lations of the Scripture, he was {fo far from
| being offended thereat, that he profefled there
'was more profit than damage redounding
 thereby to the church; and why may it not
be {fo by different interpretations alfo ? it being
more cafy to judgce which of them is the right;
or by reiuting them all to find out the true
interpretation, than at the firft dafh to find
out the true meaning. . _
2. Obferve the abfurd and malicious car-
riage of this author; 1ft, In fhaping different
religicns, according to different interpretations

C of
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of Scriptures ; whereas [ have fhewn, that the
force of the propofition 1s only a particular,
na.r.nely, that th ey | differ 1n the interpretation

£ fome places of Sciipture, which difference
I have fhewn may be found, and ever hath
been found, more or lefs, even amongit them
that are of the fame religion ; as amongit none
have been more different interpretations of
Scripture found, than amongit the ancients: |
yet what Chriftian 1s found to, be {o impudent §
and 1immodeft, as to lay to their charge that
they differed in religion’; and look*how many
differentinterpretations of Scripture were found
amongil them, {o many different religions there
were amongit them—He might as well pro- §
fefs, that the Papifts amongf{t themfielves, the §
Lutherans amongft themfelves and the Cal- |
vinifts amongit themielves, are of diflerent |
religions. .

3. We acknowledge different opinions be- |
tween Lutherans and Calvinifts’; fo no doubt,
there are different opinions ainong the Luthe- ]
rans themielves, and the Calvinifts them{elves; |
but we utterly deny there are different reli- |
gions. The Lutherans we hold to be true
churches, agreeing with us in the fundamental
points of faith, and likewife in being free from
idolatry ; for albeit they have images in their
churches, which we conceive to be a very dan- |
gerous thmg, yet they do not worthip them;
and although they hold real Prefence in the

Sacrament, yet they do not adore it. -
| 50
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So that albeit we think fome of their Opi-
nons are contrary to the Scripture, and they
hink the like of fome of ours, yet neither we
ay of their religion, nor they of ours I trow,
that it 15 contrary to the Scripture, much lels
that it 15 condemned in Scripture.

But come we to the main {copé of this au-
thor’s difcourfe, which is to prove that the
}riptures are obicure, and from thence to 1n-
fr, that we can have no aflurance of the true
meaning of it. Lo this we anfwer,

1. By denying the Confeq“!.lence, which 1s

sripture ; therefore, thé Scripture is obfcure
And 1 prove the a.bfurd.._ty, and untruth, and
veaknefs of 1t.
1. It is weak ; for at che uttermodft it proves
that 1t 1s obfcure but in fome nlaces : for this
fference of 1interpretation is but of fome
laces, as I have fthewn ; anid the force of the
ropofition I have fhewn to be no oreater than
le force of a particular.
2. It is abfurd ; for by the fame reafon
may prove that the Scripture 1s clear, thus :—
hat Scripturé is clear in the interpretation,
erein mein of different opinions and diffe-
ent religions do agree ; but men of different
pinions “and 1*ehg1ons do agree in the inter-
retation of divine Scripture ; thereiore, tne
vine Scripture is clear ; and, indeed, 1t will
¢ found that. we agree in the Iinterpretation
ot of {fore only, but of many places of holy
ripture.  Now what abfurd a courfe 1s 1t

G 2 | for

this—D1vines differ in the interpretation of
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for a difputant {o to difpute, as that 'his arg
mentmay beretorted with as good force agraimng
him; yea, and much more ? For when e}
of chhu ent opinions are found to differ abol
the mterpretation of a Scripture, it may be ¢l
aryeth from the love of their own opinion
which makes the Scripture {feem to {ound tif
{ame Way ; but when they agree 1n the inte]
pretation of Scripture, notwithitanding thg
other differences, this argues the Scripture §
be clear enoagh. Nay, we know Bellarmig
will diflike an opinion, aud Maldonate an i§
terpretation of Scriprure, for Calvin’s faig
ftriving to difler from {uch as they hate, th
without all juit caufe, and to wreft the Scu
tures to {erve their turns. |

3. Lafl] Ly s the confequence 1s as untrue, |
it 1s wealk and abfurd ; for the caufe of ti§
difference may be in the darknefs of their u
derftanding, who take upon them to interpy
it, rather than in the darknefs of the Scriptuj
itfelf ; which, whether we confider the Law §
the Gofpel, each of them is termed light §
the Spirit of God. - “ Thy law is a lanthof
to my feet, and a llp*ht unto my paths,” 'fal -
David, P{. cxix. And of the Gofpel our 3
viour fpeaks “ Light came into the worj
but men loved dalknefs rather than lgh§
John 1ni. 19.~—the greater will be ther cof
demnation. ° .

And as for the inftance propofed to prog
the confequence, of two phyficians, I. T
particular propofed is moft inficit, and a m@

" I

fiction without all colour. 2
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g 2. Yet I doubt not but Galenn and Hippo-
Brates, 1n divers places, may adimit diflerent
Bucerpretations : Thercfore 1 aniwer,
8 1. This alfo may arile not {fo much from
be obfcurity of the text, as from the fault of
8lc interpreter. ..
} 2. It is a moft alien courfe, to compare thc
ford of God and the word of man together ;
for man may contradiét himfelt; God cannot:
hun may forget one time what he delivered
bt another ; God cannot. |
3. There 1s a vaft difference between the
fungs of men and the things of God ; {o that
fhercas naturalreafon, and natural tnftrucétion,
hay be {uflicient to enable a man to under-
fid the writings of another man; yet only
pernatural illumination 1s {uflicient to enable
man to difcern the things of God :(—vyet,
 confefs, on this particular fome judicious
ader may think to find a flaw ; yet, I pre-
lime, that upon ferious confideration that at-
mpt will prove but vain, and none but aSo-
mian will oppofe in this, who den:es all fials
ufa, and acknowledgeth none but acguifita,
uth natural ; and {hrewd {ufpicions that way
e betrayed by Mr Chilling{worth, as if he
(knowledged no faith, but faith natural.
2. But be it granted that the Scripture 1s
blcure : 1. Confider the force of this propo-
ion s it 1s but an indefinite 3 and the matter
apparently contingent ; for, undoubtedly, it
1 at the good pleafure of God to {peak after
nat manner he thought good. Hence it fol- -
| C 3 | | loweth,
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loweth, that the force hercof 1s but the for
of a partlcuiar pr 0poﬁt10n as much as to fi
that the Scripture in fonle places is obfcur
or fome places of Scripture are obfcure. An

1adeed, Gregory of old hath profefled, thatt)
holy Scrlpture i1s Iike unto a ford, wheiein|
lamb may wade, and an elephant may fwin|
and, before him, St Paul tells us, that it coj
tains both milk for babes, and f’crong meat fi
men ; there is enough, and that plain enougy
to { a.tlsfy the hungry ; and there 1s al{fo enoug
and that ob{cure enough, to prevent non-fe:§
ing, efpecially 1n the prophecies for the tmg
to come. The firft promife of the covenant g
grace was this, ¢ the {feed of the woman fhf§
break the ferpent’s head.” Here is a doub§
myftery in general notions carried ; the on§
the myftery of Chrift’s perfon eXpreffed by tig
{eed of the woman, but implied to be {fomy@
what more, yea much more, even fuch aaj
as ihould break the ferpent’s head ; the othe§
the myitery of his office, cariied only in thi§
general notion of breaking the ferpent’s he:§
In this time of grace, we know this to hal
been brought to pafs by his dying for our {njg

and his rifing again for our _]uﬁlﬁcatmn. Hoge
- this been known. to Satan, as now it is to u§

1s it credible that he would have perfuadds
Judas, as he did, to contra® with the hig
prleﬂ‘.s to betray him into their hands? th :_3
were Judas-like, after he had betrayed M8
Mafter to go 1:01‘:_11 and hang himfelf: for Vi
know Lhdl‘. upon the crofs he fpoiled princ

pahtl
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.palities and powess, and made a thevr of them

{ openly, and triumphed over them. The day
¥ of Chrift’s refurrection, undoubtedly, was a day
g of extreme confufion to the devil; and all his
g angels” of darknefs—So the Jews, had they
2 known this myftery of his perfon, * they would
f not have crucified the Lord of glory,” 1 Cor.
§ 1. 8.—°¢ but this wifdom of God 1n a myftery
B was hid from them,” 1 Cor. 1. 7.—and * be-
f caufe they knew him not, nor the words of
f the prophets which were read every fabbath-
£ day, they fulfilled them in condemning him,”

| ACts xiii. 2%. But if all things neceflary to -

falvation are plainly fet down in holy Scrip-
ture, as both Chryfoftome, a Greek father, and
Auitin, a Latin father, Lave concurrently de-
livered, what are we the wor{e for the obfcu-
rity of the fame ? 2. But fuppofe all were ob-
fcure, yet are there not degrees of obicurity?
Amongft writers in all languages there 1is this
difference——fome write more obfcurely, fome
more clearly ; as amongit the Greeks, what
difference between Chryfoftome and Epipha-

'nius this way P—among the Latins, between

‘Tertullian and Cyprian ? Yet who doubts but
even Tertullian may be underitood, and that
by Cyprian, who was wont to call for him in
thele terms, Da mibi magiftrum ; give me the
teacher ; {fo amongit fchool divines, Aquinas
and Durand are peripicuous and clear ; not {o
with Scot or Cajetan ; 1o Alvares fair and clear,
Navarrettus a Dominicarnto, but all along labours
of obfcurity as a man doth of the gout; whe-

o C g ther

L
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ther he underftood himfelf or no, I know not;
fure I am he torments his reader ; yet by pains
“and intention of ftudy the dlﬂir‘ulty may be.
overcome, as I have found in part; but I do
not think any knowledge in him w*orthv to be
redeemed with the like labour: never any.thing
tormented me more, unlefs i1t were the con-
{truing of Dr Jackfon’s Englith, yet no wher
elfe that I know {ave in treating of the Divin
Eflence, Prov. xiv. 16. Now the word of God
hath taught us, that knowledge 1s ealy to him
that wﬂl underftand. ¢ If thou calleft after]
knowledge, and crieft for underf{tanding : If
thou feekeft her as filver, and {earche{t for he|
as for hid treafures : Then fhalt thou under|
ftand the fear of the Lord, and find the kngw-}
ledge of God,” Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5.—efpecially as}
touching all things cceflary unto falvation}
2. But {uppofe 1t were very obicure through-§
out, 1s not God the author able to inftrudt us§
in his own meaning, and make us aflured of it!]
And hath not our Saviour affured us; that “if§
earthly fathers know how to give good things
to their children, nmuch more {hall the heavenly
Fatrher give the Holy Spirit to them that aikg
him.” The ‘holy apoftle teacheth us this fay§
ing, 1 Johnii. 2. ¢ That anointing him which
ye received of him dwelleth 1 you ; and yi§
neced not that any man teach you : but, as thi
{ame anointing tcacheth you all things.” ;

Hereupon Nider, a Papift, in his Confolaii}
rinm timorale Confcicntie, tlckpowle\lfreth tha@

every child of Ged hath the direction of thi
Spirit :
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} Spirit, to lead Iim into all truth neceflary to
# {alvatic '*1.£ And certamly the truth of God’s
i word 15 1nfalhb]e, Cut 1o j;az‘cﬁ JSuvelfe falfum.

i As for the certainty ex parte Scientis, 1. That
God can work in fuch a meafure as he pleaieth.

# 2. Yet we know in the beft-.there is the fleth

lu{hng againft the {pirit, and that {ways to in-

8 fidelity, but the better part maftersit. 3. And

k as for doubting, that 1s rather on the part of
4 frducia, than of ﬁde.r and thofe doubts are maf-

§ tered, and that is the beft taith that mafters

s doubts, and overcometh tentations.

i Thus, I prefume, the fober reader may ob-
i ferve the rotten condition of this difcourfe
. throughout ; yet we have {poken nothing of
i fhe Scrlpture in companfon to other means
b of afTurance which this author fubdolouﬂy, or
| fimply conceals ; becaufe to leave Scripture,
and to feek forth for aflurance elfewhere, he
| perceives that this would manifeftly appear in
the end, to be no better than to leave ¢ the

- Fountain of living water, and to dig unto our-

- felves pits, even broken pits that can hold no
water,” Jer. ii. 13. For confider, thall we fly
to the voice of the church —Confider—the
voice of God is the voice of the church, and
more. 1. Itis the voice of the church, yea, =
of the beft church, and pureft church, namely,
the voice of the prophemcal and apoftolical
church. For Deus loguitur per prophetas et apo-
Solos ; God | fpeaks by the prophets and opoftles.—
And this is that church into whofe voice the

laft refolution of our faith ought to be made,
in
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in the opinion of Durand ; then it is more than
the voice of the church, for “ holy men {pake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft, 2 Pet
1. 2I. You will {fay, but all the queftion 1s
about the meaning of it.

1 anfwer, 1. May there not be as much quef-
tion about the meaning of the voice of the
church, as about the meaning of God’s word !
Where doth the church {peak more authen-
tically than in general councils? See the coun-
cil of Trent,* the Pope was unwilling to con-
firm 1t, till Cardinal Bon Compagio, Bifhop
of Beftrice;, urged him thereunto upon this
ground,—That withal he fhould publifh an
EbpicrT, forbidding all men to take upon them
the interpretation thereof, and commanding
them to {eek that from him ; and then, {aith
he, let us alone to devile a convenient inter-
pretation of it, without prejudice to the advan-
tages of the court of Rome.

- 2. Again;—general councils may err, ds
Auitin obferves ; the former have been cor-
reCted by the latter in fome things.

3. Such councils never went about to write
commentaries upon the Scripture ; and, if they
thould, Cajetan confefleth that an interpreta-
tion may be given congruous to the text, yet
different from the torrent of do&ors, notwith-
{tanding which we ought to receive 1t.

4 Laﬂ:ly ; after what {fenfe {foever I inter-
pret Scripture in any argunlent if [ am not

able to make 1t good by convincing arguments
| B ¢

* Hiftory of the Council of Trent.
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to cvery fober conicience, let my proofs be
rejeCted ; but withal let him look to it after
what manner he refi‘ts the evidence brolight,
as he will an{wer for it at the day of judgment

according to that of our Saviour, John xii! 48.

“ He that refufeth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him : the word
that I have {poken, it ihall judge h1m at the
‘laft day.”

1. It were eafy to produce variety of tefti-
monies, even of Papifts, acknowledging the
la refolution of our faith ought to be made
into the word of God, and that the true church,
and the power which it hath, 1s not known
but by the word of God.

Or will they fay the Pope is to refolve
us as touching the meaning of Scripture.—
To this I anfwer, 1. That I care not who in-
terprets Scripture to me, fo he perform the
part of an interpreter indeed, and make 1t ap-
pear to be the meaning of it. 2. And 1f 1 do
not {fo, I am content to fuffer the lofs of that
argument, whatever it be.

3. Then it hath been a very rare thing for
Popes to fet themfclves to interpret Scrip-
ture. - 4. It is well known that Liberius, Pope
of Rome, fubftribed to Arianifin ; Honorius '

»-was a Monotholite ; Pope John XXII. denied
that the fouls of men lived after feparation
from the body, (hke to the Socimians of thefe
days,) whofe opinion was cried down at Paris,
and openly -proclaimed heretical by the found

of' a trumpet,

F.

4. Or
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4. Or fhall the rule of interpretation of
Scripture be the congruity of it to natural
realon, as the Socinians make 1t ¢ This 1s molft
fhameful and wunreafonable, confidering, 1.
That our natural reafon is much corrupt by
the fin of Adam : ¢ The things.of God feem
foolithnefs to the natural man,” 1 Cor. ii. 14.
Naturally we are all darknefs. 2. In the ftate
of innocency, do we think that Adam by natu-
ral reafon was able to find out, or juftify, the
Trinity of Perfons in the Unity of the Deity?
We fay God may be known by the lLight of
nature, guod atfinct ad Unitatem naturce ; awith
regard fo the Unity of nature; but not known
quod attinet ad Trinitatem Perfonarum ; with re~
Jpect to tl:e_Triyzify of Perfons. ¢ God hath fet
the world in man’s heart,” {aith -Solomon
“ yet can he not find out the works that he
hath wrought from the beginning to the end,”
cclefl 1. 11.—and if he cannot find out the
works of God, 1s he able to find out the naturc
of God himfelf? We know he 1s {faid to dwell
in a dark cloud.

Difc. Oby. Some may objefi—The Sects do not
Jollow the Scriptures only, but they add, the Papifis
their traditions ; the Galvingis their reafons ; loe
Anabaptifts their dreams.

I anfwer: They do {o, in thofe things which
are not clearly taught i the holy Scriptures;
but, 1n the controverfies between them and
Lutherans, they proceed not {o, but by Scrip-
tures fight againf{t Lutheran tenets, which are

confirmed by the Scriptures, and endeavour,

by
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by the help of the Scriptures, to fight for and
defend thewr own, which the Lutherans by
Scriptures do condemn. Nay more, there are
{fome, viz, the Anabaptifts, that urge the Scrip-
tures in the very letter more than the refl
The Calvinifts ufe their reafons, and out of
the Scriptures draw arguments, which thing
the Lutherans alio do, never {fuffering any of
theirs to reafon againit the Scriptures.

Confid. This author will have the making
of  his own bed, and fhapes his reader at the
firft encounter to yield, acknowledging the
uncontradicable nature of his former one only
argument, which yet I have thewn to be both
very weak, very ridiculous, and very untrue.
But we keep our ground, profefling to the
world, that the Scriptures alone being the word
of God, are the rule of our faith, and no word
of man : Papifts add traditions, which yet they
account the word of (God unwritten : we abhor
to make any thmcr the rule of our faith but
the’ written word of God. It is falfely faid, -
that Calvinifts add their reafons; they rather
fuppofe reafon than add it; the word of God
being given to none but reafonable creatures.
Neither do we make this reafon of ours a rule»
of faith added to God’s word ; but it 1s that
light which God hath given us wherewith to
fearch into the meaning of his word, and by
{ftudious inquifition and obfervation to dii-
cover it, and make it known to others, and by
good reafon out of the text to convict others
of the truth. And doth this author’s reafon

. go
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o0 to bed, and fleep, when he comes to read
and {tudioufly to confider the word of God?
If it doth, he will prove no better than a drowfy
{tudent; and I know no reafon but fuch a one
may be 1 love with dreams as well as Ana-
baptifts.

- 1. In his anfwei he carrieth him{elf moft ab-
furdly and ridiculoufly. For, 1. Moft infipid-
Iy he {fuppofeth, that the controverfies amongft
Proteftant divines are about {uch things as are
clearly taught in Scripture, as if they agreed
in thofe things which are not clearly fet down
in Scripture, and differ only about things which
- are clearly delivered there.

2. He fuppofeth that Calvinifts do not ufe
reafon in-the controverfies between them and
the Lutherans, but only i other things—
which is moft untrue, and abfurd withal ; for
controverfies cannot poﬁibly be managed with-
out reafon, both as touching the proof of their
own tenet, and touching the difproof of  the
tenet oppoﬁte : And this muft needs be-the
guiic of the Lutherans alfo.

It 1s falfe which he faith of Anabaptifts, that
they urge the Very letter of Scriptures inore
than the reft. For both Calvinifts and Luthe-
rans infi{t wholly upon the literal {enfe.of Scrip-
turc, and more than the Apabaptifts, in caie
they (as formerly by this author faid) did de-
pend in dreams ; for {o do not Proteftants, but
on Scripture only, and that according unto
{fenfe literal, not at all according to {fenfe myi-
tical, fave only in cafe the {fenfe myitical be
~ expounded
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expounded by fome apoitle, and thereby made
b literal. But herein this author’s ignorance
£ difcovers 1tfelf that he confounds fenfe literal
b with the proper fenfe of the words. We ac-
§ knowledge {fenie literal to comprehend {fenfe
"_L-_; metaphonca] as well as proper, and to ftand
111 contradiction only to fenfe myftical : bur
g in cafe we take that 1n a ;metaphm 1cal fenfe,
swlnch our adverfaries 1n any point take in
ga fenfe proper, if we do not prove the fenfe
WhCl ein we take it, and difprove theirs by
Bconvincing arguments, we will allow the li~
?" Derty to rejeﬁ our tenet, and follow their own ;
dor we defire to make our faith evident to the
_i onfciences of all oppofites ; and. if they can
tmake their tenets in like manner evident to us,
swe will renounce our own, and embrace theirs.
f2. And this author {peaks at random, and he
kncws not what, -when he would have his
eader believe the Calvinifls permit any %o rea-~
fon againft the Scriptures; for by reafon to
Plear the meaning of Scri ipture, 18 not, I truft,
o reafon againft it, but for it rather; eﬁ)emal-
fy confidering, that by reafon of Scri pLure only
e difpute the meaning of any place.

& Difc. Obj. 2. ff it be objeéted unto them, that
ey wwilfully, and againft their confeciences, do coi-
kmn the Lutheran lenets, and confirm thetr own ;
bey will anfaver,

L Anl. That this were a wvery grievous fin, and
vat men ought not to prefume that they would

Uity and corrupt the letters and commands of their

brd to bis fons and fubjedts ; much lefs that z‘b;y
1 . | o
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o malicionfly err, and lead z‘b’em_/é[ve} and others
into the danger of their falvation : andy to fay the
- truth, it is not likely that [o many bundred i1hor-
fdﬁ:‘(l’f of men wwonld come to that pitch of malice,
though one_fhould, e/t becially fecing they dare con-
Jirm their honef? mmrzmg with an oath ; wherefore,
unlefs they be convifted of malicion ﬂy—wz_lfkl error,
we_fhall feem imjurionfly to flander them.

Confid. 1 {fee no reafon why fuch a cenfure
thould be pafied upon the Calvinifts, more
than upon the Lutherans ; more {peciouily it
thould be-patizd by them that are orthodox,
upon them that are not; though I juftify not
this cenfure whofoever makes it ; and certainly
there i1s no juit caufe o pafs it upon them who
are in the right ; and charity “will forbid wus
rafhly to pafs this cenfure upon them who are
.11?1 the wrong. And as I find defeét of love
in them who pafs ‘fuch cenfures hand over
head upon their op‘Doﬁtes s {o I find want of
Judﬂ'me,h...,._ in tiis autnor, who puts it upon
a man’s oath to clear himﬂ,lf of going -againit
his confcience in the tenets he maintaineth;
for he that faith a thing againft his confcmnce,
is next door by to the fwearing of it. But
thefe fre fuch idle and addle conceits, that it
caufeth no {mall indignation in me to walfte
precious time in them, which might be better
ipent on worthier fubjects.

Difc. Oby. 3. % may be oé_']eﬂed———Pﬁi “haps
they be foreflalled with jﬁre-coyzcewed opinions.

And. I anfwer——How 2 You will fay they ac-

cuflom ‘theinfelves from théir cradles to their owi
| religion,

l
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relipion; ﬁ»{/&émgg the Dible and other books.—

I anfiver—T bis is true in Popery ; but not in Calvi=
nifts, and others, wbho nrge the Bible moré than wwe
do. Thefe bave more f cedom than we bave to
the other rels glﬁﬂJ’. Do 220t the children of iheé
Lutherans alfo inwie themfelves fo their religion
from ,fé’fzr abz/d/.)oad e Do they learn o Popi/h or

Calviniflical catechifm bz;ﬁ}: e they luz ve learned
a Lutherar onc 2 Is nor thai « man’s religion to
which be accufloms DHimfelf? Hoa doth a cbild,
or. @ layman that bath been tau gt no religzon,
bnow zehat is Lutheranifn, or Calvin oYm 2 LDoth
be mot take that religion wbich is jirft offered fo
bim 2 Befides, no ﬁre—com‘fmbl opinion is _/E? Jaft
rooted, but f}.'?ai 2t will give place to clear drenion=
ﬁrafm;z.r cobich is confeffed among all.  Theres
fore, e fhall newver be able to confuie aiy 7 L[ngz
with the oljettion of forc-conceived epinions.

What phall Ijay more 2 Do other relifivins ivant
cvil ledrning 2 T heve aré ﬁzmd amonglt them fref
Jiciently learned and ingenious men, wzd oftcatizzes
they bave much better and Jolter means jor the ad-
vancement of /ear:mg, than the Lutherasis bave
ofpecially the Papifls, who make chosce of the éc_’/z’
wits, whom they cmploy in a manner from their
rraa’c es 10 their ﬁd/ age, in nothing elfe but fudy,
meditalion, and ca.w‘mzm[ exercifesy and do abis=
dently ﬁ«p j‘/ v them with all ihings awhich jerve, o#
feem to ferve, for their furtbering and forivasding,
and with afl carc and diligence do remove and take
away zwbal ifoever caufeth, or feems fo canfe, 272}
bindrance of their courfe. Lhey Jludy the Scrip=

fww and jothers night and day, and re ufe o
' D labouy.:



50 Flhe Donbiing Confeience. Refolved.

labour 1 leasuing the. foundation of their own re-
ligion, and iz émwz;«'zg “and wnde; flanding the errors
of others.  WNay, the metbod and manner of learn-
g, of m?rzparm& the Scriptures, of interpreling
according to the annlogl of fawth, of bringiig no
Jfenfe to mg Scrzptures, zwd Juch olher rules, cannot
be unknoron to If,?c:m.,

Coizfid. Who is not foreftalied with pre-
conceived opinions ?- Is not every one brought
up in the religion of his parents ? which yet
breeds but a natural complying with it, be it
the beft religion, unul God, by his Spirit of -
regeneration, opens their eyes to apprehend |
the power of God, and the wildom of God
therein ; without 'whi(:n i theiwr moft zealous |
profeﬂion of it, for thelr fathers fake, and
their education’s fake, they will prove no

etter than hypocrites and factious, rather than
confcionable 1n the maintenance of it—which |
yvet may be done with as great ftrength of |
learning, as a natural man 1s capable of.— |
And though it be a falfe way wherein they have |
been brougut up and bred, and they as zeal-]
ous and fa&@ious in maintaining it as ever Saul{
was, who made havoc of the church, and en-]
tered into.every houfe, and drew out bothj
men and women, and put them in prifon;|
yet the L.ord, in the midft of his perfecutions,
met with hlm in the way, and confounded
him, and ftruck him with blindnefs natural
to mind him thereby of his blindnefs {pir-
tual ; but afterwards he opéned his eyes, and
brought him out of darknefs unto hght, and

- 1‘113.(16
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made him not only a profellor of that way of
the gofpel, which before he perfecuted, but
a ﬂunouq preacher of it alfo, even the great
doctor of the Gentiles. So faith Peter of the
Jews to whom he wrote, that they were re-
deemed from their vain converfation, received
by tradition of their fathers : And as this was
true of the Jews, {fo of the Gentiles alfo, as
Jeremiah prophefied, Jer. xvi. 19. ¢ The Gen-
tiles thall come unto thee from the ends of
the world, and fhall {ay; Surely our forefathers
have inherited lies and vanity, wherein there
was no profit.”” And Ifaiah alio—* 1 have
“been iought of them that -atked not: I was
‘found of them that fought me not: I faid,
Behold me, behold me, to a nation that was
' not called by my name.”-—Some while the
Apoﬂles and Evangelifts ab{tained trom preach-
ing to the Gentiles—and Peter was called 1n
| queftion, for going in and preaching  Chrift
unto the Gentiles, Aés xi. 19, 20, 21. * And
tlley that were {catgered abroad becaufc of the
perfecution that arofe about Stepnen, went
'th'i ouchout till they came unto Phenice, and
yprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to
no man, but the ]ews only. Now fome of
them were men of Cyprus, and Cyrene, which
'when they were come to Antioch, fpoLe unto
the Grecians, and preached the Lord Jefus.
‘And the lmnd of the Lord was with them, o
that a great number believed, and turned unto
tae Lord.”—Sez how fudde 21y they turned
from idols to ferve the Living God, quite con-
D2 trary
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trary to the traditons received of their fore.
fathers. So true 1s that of Leo, Ub: Deus M.
‘gﬁér effy quam cito d_'ﬁ‘imr grod docelur ; where
God is Mafler, vue quickly learns wkbat 15 taz:gbt

So that thefc were as little trained up 1n the|
Bible, and other books of the Chniflian rel-
~ gicn, as the Papifls ; yea, and far lefs. Any
man hath freedem to ury other religions : have
‘not we Chriftians freedom to try the religion
of the Jews and of the Turks ? and God aban-
dons fome to twrn Turks ; and Papifts have
hberty to try our Proteft=xt religion 3 Verge
rius, a Popifh bifhop, did fo, with a purpot
to refute it; but the hand of God was with
- him to open his eyes, as with Saul, and b
tuined Proteflant. By thefe words, “ Calu
nifts and others urge the Bible more than we
do,” 1t appears this anthor is no Calvinift; f
by the words following, “ Do not the chj
dren of the Lutherans alfo inure themfelve
to their religion from their childhood ?” dot
1t not argne that this author 1s no Lutheran;
fo that what to make of him I know not; f
he would not fecem to be a Papift; it feems i
is yet to choole his religion: and yet if th
courie of Ins be {ferious, it 1s confiderable ; bul
he need not go far for an anfwer to fo fuper
ficial-a difcourfe as this.

It is true, naturally every one is apt tol
of the rehrr:xon he received of his fathers, b
without ﬂlummauon divine ; though he beil
the right way, yet fhall he have no comfor
able apprehenfion of it ; and, by illuminatic

divin
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i divine, Saul of a perfecutor fhall become a
{ preacher, and the Gentles fhall have their
. eyes opened, and be brought out of darknefs
i into hght, and from the power of Satan unto
| God, though blindnefs come upon Irael, as
} they have been held under 1t now for 1600
| years. A very abfurd thing it is to fay, we
{ thall never be able to confute any rchgion
i with the objection of fore-concerved opinions:
| for this may be objefted to them that are in
| the right way, as well as to them that are in
| 2 wrong way ; and undoubtedly the true way -
i may. be emibraced in a wrong manner; “ For
| they are not all Hrael that are of lfrael,” Rom.
l ix. 6. God threatens {ometimes to vifit the
i circumcifed with the uncircumcifed ; and the
| reafonn why the Lord gave the Chrifhan world
| over to illufions, to beheve hes, was becaufe
| they received not the love of the truth.
| As for civil learming, furely there wanted
! not both ctvil and natural knowledge among
the Gentiles more than enough ; for thus made
| them efteem “ the crofs of Chriit foohihnefs;
| which yet to them that are faved, 1t 1s the
power of God.” For it is written, ¢ I will de-
ftroy the wifdom of the wife, and will caft
away the underftanding of the prudent.—
Where is the wife ? where 1s the fcribe ? where
is the difputer of this world ? hath not God
made the wifdom of this world foolithnefs ?
[For feeing the world by wifdom knew not
God, in the wifdom of God, it plealed God

by the foolifhnefs of preaching to fave them
. D 3 that
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that believe,” 1 Cor. 1. 18, 19, 20, 21. And
fhall we now think that civil learning and
natural ingenuity prefer men to the grace of
God, or make them the more fit to receive
the goipel ¢ Of princes, who more famous for
natural parts, learning, wi{dom, ingenuity,
than Trajan, and Marcus Antominus !'—Of
inferior condition, than Pliny the {econd,
the othcer of Trajan, who {peaks in commen-
dation of the innocency of Chriftians! Yet
neither of thefe became a Chriftian : nay, both
thefe princes  were perfecutors of the church
of God. And at Athens, for all their learn-
ing, which made them renowned:throughous
the world, who were converted by Paul’s
preaching there but Dionyfius, and Damaris,
and fome others, A&ts xvii. 34. -
Papifls are great icholars undoubtefily, not
in-iogic- and philofophy only, -and that in all
kinds, but 1 divinigy ali() and that in the
moft learned way. Aqumas a great divine,
his Sums, I have heard Dr Reynolds call it
that.abmlute- body of divinity ; but his wit
{erved him to ferve that church’s turn in thofc
days; and in maintaining idolatry he is the
moit ithameful writer that ever was, for he
will have the image worthipped with the {ame
honour -that is due to the thing '1_'5-1)1'efented
by it, and that by an argument drawn out of
Arlf’mut,, de - memorta et reminifcentia, oppoled
by Irarand, Picus Mirandula, and ‘othérs.—
I remember what Cicero faid of the Grecians,
Do illis eruditionem, do doftrinam ; _]zdem et reli-
i | gzmzem
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DI107IEIN 720411 G2LATN coli rerunt ; they have learuing and
[hnowledge ; but ncither ﬁm‘b nor religion.  Yet
[ will not {ay fo of the church of Rome, tho’
one fometimes did. I know 1t Was Ienown-
ed for faith all the world over in the days of

St Paul ; but a degenerate time came, and as

at the firft preaching of the gofpel men turn-

ed from idols to ferve the living God, {o in
after ages even Chriftians, and Roman Chrif-
tians as much as any, if not more, rurned from

the hiving ‘God to ferve 1dols ; and the whoie

,of Babylon, who made all n'ltlons drunken
with the blood of Cou s faints, 1s clearly the
church of Rome, as it is at this day, and hath
been for many generations ;—vwhat{oever their
learning be, the greater advantage they have

for the countenancing of their errors, herefies,
fuperftitions and idolatries, which yet we no-
thing fear. The apofile hath taught us to
elteem no knowledge but this, even “ of Chrift
and him crucified :” 7 C’brgﬂzzm difiis nibil of?

[t cetera nefcis ; fi Chriffum nefcis nibil-eft fi ceetera
difecis ; if ye learn Chrift, it is matter of 1o confe-
gucnce whether ye be acquaintea with other things ;

if” ye are ignorant of Chrifl, 1t availeth nothing f

ye know gll others~—And 1f we fear not their
learning, much lefs have we caufe to fear their .»
wit or wifdom either, or whatfoever projeéts '
of theirs ; likewife, none of thefe {hould in
common reafon commend their rehigion, God
ufually infatuating the wifdom of the wife.
They have all turther ince, I confefs, beyond
us ; yet God hath not t1ed himieif to annex

D g s
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his truth to thefe furtherances, lcaft of allif
they be employed not indifferently to the in.
veftigatian of truth, but prejudicately to fup-
port their own caufé the madnefs whergof
hath been in thefe Iater days made known to
the world more than ever. The trial where-
of we make by the touch-ftone of God’s word,

according to the counfel of God himfelf 5 « ta
-the law and to the teftimonies : if they fpe9k
not according to this, it 1s becaufe there 1S No
light in them,” Ha. viu. 20, Yet we fludy

Scriptures and fathers too as well as they, and
we have them amongft us that yield to them
not a jot; nay, do wz not ftudy their writings
too, much more than our own? I willingly
profefs I have done o all along, that I might
come acquaxnted with their beft firength and
faltnefs ; in all which, I find nothing but illu-
{ions in the maintenance of thofe tenets where-
in we differ from them. As for interpreting
‘of Scriptures, it 1s well known they have been |
brought unto it by force; fo was Cajetan in
his old years, after he had tafted of Luther’s
courfe, -who' would admmt of no other au-
thority in difpute but the word of God.—
And their commentaries, far the moft part,
are but a mafs of collections out of others;
yvet 1 defpife them not; I am content to ufc
them as ‘faon as any of our own ; not {0 much
to learn by them, as to obferve how they ftram
thetr wits to Guench that ight of truth, Whmh,
in moft piaces, breaks forth to the difcovering
of their errors. W eII they may talk of b"mg-"

Ing




fbc Donbting Confarence Refolved. © 3-7

ing no fenfe to the Scriptures ; but their prac-
tce ts nothing anfwerabie.

Difc. Brt periraps God buth mor gramicd f ICRE
his Spiret and bis grace.
W [ anfwer—God being fought unto and folicited
| [y prag €IS, ccnres Lo no man pDis grace and Spirif
| of truth. New, men of other religions crave of
| God the culightentng of their mind, arnd direSiorn
| i a recht way, o lfs than onr, fﬁl‘zm nay ((as far
b 05 we can difcern } perbaps with a greater fer-
veHCH and zeal : neither are we fo bk thar iff{é_’j«
d ot it cut of bypocrify and with differncdasion, and
\ that fo they wontd mock God. 7. bfrg"arf £ 25 o
| [ taker for (g‘rszfd that rhe Sperit 1s wbere the
ﬁwf.r of the Spirst are found, of wbich none ought
§ 10 boall above oibers. Nayp 07T, the ko wfg’dge
gf underfianding the Scripleres o5 a peculiar gif#
dof the Spiret, which is granmted no lefs 2o others
8 (han fo ws.  JF 15 trice, indecd, that be aﬂfjr HRAcr—
| fands the Scriptures, wbhe bath the Spirzé that
§ diated them ; and (as i is in worldly Zazos ) no
| docTors zﬂffrpra‘afzmz or r’fczaffrg' doth juflsfy, 120
ihe lawogiver approve that deciding.  Yet be that
\boaficils of [uch approbatiorn of the Spirit is bound
o fbeww if, zerelefs be will be cozni ed but an 0ra’z-—
sy daé?ar. '
} Confrd. W= are bid to try the fpirits, whether
they be of God - now, we have no other tr1al
of the Spirit of ruth fpeaking in any, bot by
he word of Geod,—{o the Bereans tried the
loGtrine of St Paul, A&s xvii.—and the apoities
rofefled to preach nothing but what they
unﬁnned hy the word of God. And our

Saviour .

£
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‘Saviour referred the Jews hereunto for the |
trial of himfelf—* Search the Scriptures; for |
1in them ye think to have eternal life, and they
are they which teftify of me, ]ohn V. 30. |
Now, we have a more complete rule of trial |
the books both of the Old Teftameént, and of |
the New. St Paul delivered the whole countfe |
of God to the Ephefians, A&s xx. and do we }
think that. the whole Scripture doth fail in§
'{ome neceflary part thereof ? But [ would Po- |
pery did not plainly contradiét that Scripture
which 1s generally received by us boths if {o}
I would bear with them for the reft, thot e;l -
in two things we cannot endure that aught]
thould be impofed upon us befides the written}
word of - God, namely, articles of faith, and|
part of God’s worthip. Now, by this court:)
of trial we find, that not the fplrlt of truth}
but the {pirie of error, hath pofleffed them i
all points of def'erence between us. '
Prayers, I grant, are the ordinary means t
obtain any grace at the hands of God, fiv
one, and that is the {pirit of faith ; of all th
reft, it is true, jfides impetrat, et lex imperat ; faitl
_/éc’/é.r and- receives, but the law commands ; b
with a limitation or two. 1. All knowlcdge
neceflary to {falvation, according to that, 1 foli
1. 27.—and N1der, though a Papaft, 1113 1nteH
pretation thercof in his Confolatory of an 4
Jrighted Confcience. 2. Other graces alfo, ang
that in fuch a meafure as fhall be found fi
for each man’s calling: and 1 think ever

Chnﬂ:lan fhould reft contented with fuch
- 1ndulgend
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i indulgence. ¢ If the whole bods Yy were an
| eye, where were the hearing ? If the whole
| were hearing, where were the Imelling ? But
now. hath God difpofed the men:bers, every
i one of them 1n the body, at his own pleafure:
| Ior 1f they were all one member, where were
| the body ? But now are they many members,
§ yet but one body,” 1 Cor. xii. 17, 18, 10.

' Men may draw near to God with then" lips,
t when their hearts are ellranged far from him ;
and how their hearts fiand affected we know
inot ; God alone beholdeth their heart: nay,
i we are not {e much as’ privy to their prayers ;
ibut we examine .their do@rines by God’s
bword, according to that, Sunt cert: libri dom:-
diict ; the Lord’s books are fure., And 1t was a
fworthy faying of Martin Luther, mentioned
by Scultetus ; 111 his ftory of the Grft ten years
ot Reformation—:~Solis carnonicts debemus ﬁdmz
Caleris omnibus judicium ; 2ve ought to belicve in
goe canonical books, or word of Ged alone ; and
e onr opinion of others. 1 do not deny but
i1l the regenerate who have the Spirit of God,
jaccording -to that, “ Becaufe ye are fons,
sod hath fent the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts, whereby vye cry,- Abba, father,” Gal
(. 6.) do feek unto God to enlighten their
hinds ; and God hears them, and grants their
lequefts' in his good time, according to the
imitations formerly mentioned ; but who the

ire we know not; and we are bid to iry the
pirits ; nor What their fervency and zeal 1s

e We acqualnted with ; yet {urely, 1t 1s not
tor

b



Go The Doubting Confcience Refolved.

for the fake of their fervency that God hears §
them, but for Chrift’s fake. And are not they §
as far bound in charity to think of us, as this §
author would fhape us to be obliged to think §
of them ? We acknowledge no {pirit of faith, |
but that which is the Spirit of truth, at leait §
in all fundamentals neceffarily required unto |
{alvation, and to God’s holy worthip without }
idolatry. |
As for the prayers of Papifts, they are well |
known to be fhamefully foul ; they were wont §
more frequently to run to faints than to God;
and the bifhop of Bofs  was to feek whether}
he thould run to God in the name of Chrift’s |
blood, or in the name of the Virgin's muik;]
for he was made to profefs in the wall in cer-
tain verfes, that he knew not well which .of
the two he thould prefer ; nay, if of any pray-}
ers God faith, “ tho’ he make many prayers
I will'not hear,” Ha. 1. 15. Surely he {hould
{fay as much of thefe in my judgment. Havej
not Turks their prayers as well as Papiils!
and may they not be performed with grea
fervency and zeal ? and may they not be &
expert 1n tricks of gefture as the Papiits ? af
I have heard once of. a child trained up tot
by her mother, even unto admiraton ; th
- countenance compofed unto a fad and {olemt
difpofition, and the hands Iifted up firft to ay
cqual height with the breafts, after a while «
an equal height with the head, and laftly abov
the head ; and all this in dumb fhew, withou

- one waord of ejaculation,
P ' ﬁ
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As for hypocri{y here mentioned, I doubt it

is delivered hand over head : For, firft, hypo-

crify 1s moft confiderable in a right way, and
not In a wrong way ; the reafon whereof 1s,
becauie natural men are naturally apt to em-
brace falfe ways, and lewd ways too, too truly;
and as apt they may be to embrace the way

of truth hypocritically, and not only to pro-

| fefs Chrift, but to preach him 1n pretence,
' that is, not chaftely ; even to add affli¢tions to
| the bonds of {o holy an apoitle even as St Paul
! was : {0 we nothing doubt but Papiilts are true
| Papifts, without hypocrify ; but I much doubsg,
 that the greater pait of them by far are too
| far off from being true Chriftians; and this
I willingly confefs they pretend, but very hy-
| pocritically ; this runs with them in blood ;
| they have 1t from their mother, even the mo-
| ther of whoredoms ; and her arms are Babylon
i a myftery. And the fecond bealfl, though
| he had two horns like the Lamb, yet he {pake
{like the dragon ; we know all their proceed-
lIngs In pretence are, Iz nomuine Domint 1ncip:t
Lomne malum ; in the name of the Lord begins cvery
Lcvi/ - neither 1s 1t neceflary, that by hypocridy

|2 man {hould think to mock God, if God could

|be mocked ; for there is a fecret hypocrify
iwhich a2 man’s own lheart is not confcious of,
luntil God be pleafed in mercy to difcover 1t;
and as for grofs hypocrify, 1t makes a man
12 plain atheifl. L

|  This author feems to be taken with the

.beauty of the whore of Babylon ;—he 1s {o
- | nuch
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much 1n love with Papiits, as to obtrude upoh
us an acknowledgment that they have the
fruits of the’'Spinit; and confequently, with-
out any denial, that they have the Spirit. To
proceed one degree further, were to profefs
antichrif{l to be Chrift, and Chrift antichrift.

To underftand the Scriptures, 1s but to ac-
knowledge the true mefning of them-—and
this we deny that Papifts have: as touching
all the points of difference berween us, which
they pretend to ground upon Scripture,: yea,
and in many other particulars, they are wide
of the right underftanding of them ; {o may
our divines be alfo, and like enough ; that as
Mr Hooker {faith, there are fome depths of
Scripture, the fearclung out whereof will hold
us as long as the world lafts. Yet I deny not
but a reprobate may have the knowledge o
the Scriptures as well as an elect, this bemg
no grace of fanctification, but of ed1ﬁc¢1t10n
but to know the Scriptures to be the word of
God, the wifdom of God, and the power of
God, that I take to be peculiar to a regenerat
_fplrlt in whom the Spirit of God dwells as the
fountain of the life of grace; of which i
dwelling -of the Spirit, a child of God may be
conicious in a comfortable manner wichou
boafting. .

I count it an abfurd courfe, for any to juftify
his interpretation of Scripture to be {found,
becaufe he hath’ the Spirit: we are ready to
difpute the meaning we give of Scripture, and

to prove it ageun{’c all oppofites nlade againit 1t;
| .'a."lL[
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and we look not that any interpretation of
Scripture we give, fhould be received any fur-
;'ther than we make it appear to be the truth
. of God, to the confciences of them we. deal
with. | | |
Oby. I any _fhould here objelt, that the Sciip-
tures ihemfelves bear awitnefs of their own clear-
nefs, according to that, Thy word 1s a lanthorn
to my feet, and a light unto my paths.

] anfwwer— Al the commands of God are his
word, and fo are all bis works which are through
bis word ; jfor it is confeffed by all, that God fets

5 forth bis word by nature, the creature, figns, won-
ders, beneath, above, and by infinite ways ; alfo the
Scriptures witnefs that many things newther are nor
can be wwritten. Therefore, the word of bis voice
is taken diverfely iz the Scriptures ; and fo by con-
f/égrzzﬁwce, all that is called God’s word is not necef-
\farily to bé underflood of the Scriptures.  Hereunio
add, that at that time many parts of Scripture were
ot yet wwritien ; wherefore, the evidence of the
thing manifeflly proveth, that this is not fpoken of
the wwhole argument and letter of the Scripture, jfor
as much as the figures of the prophecy of the Apo-
calypfe, and infinite other things belonging lo the
ulfilling of thofe prophecies, were biaden from the
rbropbez'.r themfelves, and the fatbers, (much more
than from others,) and are yet bidden.  Chiriff
Ebi;};ﬁs'_lf [peaks in purables, to the end that men may
’Lmr with their ears and wnot underfland. 1 he
Scripture itfelf, in very many places, witnelfeth that
;1‘/,95 word of God i fecret, obfcure, hidden, and dif-
'Et‘owred only to the Spirit, or.to the godly only, I
o WY -

a
|
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2whom God reveals ¢ ; fo that 12 the 8 creptisves Here

are more fefiimoitics of thetr obfcurity, than of their §
clearnefs ; yel is sof ipe Scripinure Dereby either re. |

jelied or _/].q;g-blea'. For cven before the Law wus

Given and writlen, men bad a certfain light; Oy the |

belp wobereof they inizhit, if they woxld, have fornd

vout the truih more clearly thar we ; and altbough |
i the Neaww Teflament a great light be rifen, yo §
muft woe not think thar in the Qld Teffament there |
was a mere blindnels. Whence ave nmay reafon, |

inat God thought it nor 2feful for us to reveal all |

things to us ; but though olf things perbaps be not |

neceffary to be Erown, yed nevertbelefs there may |

be bad a certain and infalizbie way of interpreting, |

by the help whereof the moft, and moft neceffary
conlroverfies may be decided ; of wwbich, if irial be
made, a clear lipht andmere bavmony may be fbewn,
i fuih Scripizres as (according to the. opinion o
many ) are obfeure. It is poffible alfo, that there
Should be not. a_feaw othir ways of illuffrating that
~awbich is obfcure, although this ill-tried avay be n

wfed alone ; for there may both be admitted and ufed, |
agreements coming fiom the fame Spirit and word,

Jfometimes avbere there is no demonflration.

Confid. The further I wade in this bufinefs,
the worfe I like my employment; and here-
upon I refolve, that I will no more be employ-
ed in any fuch bufinefs, unlefs I am fairly dealt
withal,—that I may know who 1s the author
I am to deal with, at leaft of what profeflion

he is in religion ; for, upon the perufing of|
this feétion, fome doubts arife within me con-|
 ¢erning- the intention of the author, carrying|

himfelt
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himfelf 1n a covert manner that he 1n*1y be
unknown, which doth much move me. Henry
the Sﬂventh of England was wont to {ay, he
defired nothing more than that he might know
his. adverfary that encountered him: we do
not ufe to buy a pig in a poke; nor will I here-
after encounter with I know not whom, nor
of what profeffion he is.

Here the author returns to-oppofe the clear-
nefs of -Scripture, confidering it hand over
head, and {o oppofing 1t; whereas our Saviour
requires that we thould ﬁ.,arch the Scriptures,
that 1s, ftudy them well, and inquire after the
true meaning of them. ‘No man {earcheth
after that which 1s before his eyes; yea, we
are commanaed to fearch for wifdom as we
{fearch after gold and filver ; and a man waill
be content to , fearch deep for treafure. It was
wont to be-faid, that in profisndo latet veritas ;
truth lies deep ; how much more fhould we be
content to. {fearch diligently, and dig deep, for
the treafures of that truth which 1s according
unto godlinefs ; after the treafures of that wii-
dem which makes us wife unto {alvation P——
Then again, we diftinguiih between things ne-
ceflary to falvation, and other things : things

neceflary to- fa.watlon, we {ay are pldmly con-

tained in Scripture ; many other things- are
not. {o..

" Here we have a wild anfwel at the. far{t,~—
“ All the commandments-of God are his- Wor'd
and {o are all his works which are through hiis
word.” . S

E. _ Toi

Yh
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. To{ay, * {fo are. all his worl;:s is to fay, &
all his works are his word 3’ * which yet forth. J§
w1th is correted, by {aying they “are through
his word :” yet of old I have read in Chl
foftome, of a double book of God, the book of B
his word, and the book of his creatures, and
that God at the firlt did teach his creaturs|i
by his works, afterwards by his written word |
It 1s moft true, ¢ The heavens declare the gloryg
of God, and the firmament theweth his handy.
- work, s’ P{. xix. 1. And the invifible thinglg
of Goc_l, even his eternal power and Godheadf§
are {een from the creation, being confidered n§
his works,” Rom. i. 20. So by the adminj
{tration of his providence in governing thg
world, “ he leaves not himfelf without witnefs§
giving us rain and fruitful {eafons, ﬁllmg oulg
hearts with food and gladnefs,” A@s xiv. 1’8
Yet the knowledge of God hereby being g:f
thered omnly by difcourfe of natural reafof§
- men may fail of finding God, though the
- grope after him, Aéts, xvii. 27. —--and the wife
. of phllofc)phers hath denied the creation, ang
. maintained God to be a neceflary Agent: ang
they who granted and acknowledged the b§
egmning of the world, (as all they who wej
- before,) yet utterly denied that the world w§
. made originally out of nothing ; and therefo§
the apoflle tells us, that by faith we believe t
world was made. Not only God’s commanj
are his word, but the revelations of the myf}
ry of godhnefs, and thefe are the things mg
' remote from our capacities. As for the 3
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as a rule of life, that is more or lefs written 1n
the hearts of all men, Itis true, the author of
the book De Voeatione Gentium ; concerning the
calling of the Geptiles, talks of fuch a manner of
inftru¢tion by God’s woiks ; but, I pray, do
not compare that in clearnefs to the word of
God : what ground - have we for the right 1n-
terpretation of figns, and wonders, beneath,
above !—Altrologers would make us believe
they read f{trange things in the conftellations,
referred to mens nativities ; but what ground
have we for this calculation ? What Abraham,
the father of the faithful, difcourfed thereof
in his aftronomical leCtures read by him in
the plain of Mamre, we have received no
tidings hereof from the hill Amarath in E-
thiopia. I know that in holy Scripture thun-
der i1s called the voice of God; I know alfo
that the Lord {pake unto the Patriarchs ; but
that word 1s not written ; winds and {torms
hlfo are {aid to fulfil his word, by a metaphor ;
ecaufe, what he will have done by them is
done by them, as if they were moft obedient
tind faithful fervants unto their Mafter, whom
et they know not any more than ravens do,
though in Scripture-phrafe, and by a figure
pf {peech, they are faid to call upon him.—
Now, we are upon ancother point, namely, as

fouching the Scriptures, the written word of
the prophets and apoftles ; and the queftion is

gbout the clearnefs of them, or the intelligible

pature of them to all {fuch as will underftand :

ind to firch, {aith Solomon, knawledge 1s ealy ;

.~- | E 2 - which
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which I take to be {poken of the lcnowledge
of God by the Scriptures, whereunto I am
{fure our Saviour refers the Jews; and the
apoftle -would nct have us affet to be wife
above that which is written.

It 1s true, when that was dehivered, * thy

law is a lanthorn unto my feet,” none of the

later prophets had committed their prophecics
unto wrinng, much lefs were the books of the
New Teftament written then : but in reference
to all the books of the Old. Tefltament our Sa-
viour {pake, when he faid, “ Search the Scrip-
tures ; for in them ye thlnh to have eternal life,
and they are they which teﬁify of me,” John

. 30. And as for the becoks of the New Tefta-
ment, the gofpels were written that men might
acknowledﬂe the certainty of thofe things
whereof they had been inftructed by werd of
mouth; Luke, 1. 4. which could not be, werc
they not intelligible by a {tudious reader ; and
Paul was in bonds when he wrote of the whole
Scripture, that it was profitable to teach, to

.convince, to correct, to “ inftruct in righte-
oufnefs, that the man of God might be made

abfolute, beirig made perfect to all good wod’*s,”
2 Tim. 111. 16, 17.~ Now, if we de¢ny the m-
telhmb]e condition of Scnpture, the profitable
nature of 1t therewithal muft utterly be re-
moved. - The apoftles, we know, by preach-
ng converted many ; furely the word preach-
ed was: underftood by the hearers; otherwife
1t had wrou gh*' but a wild converﬁon : Now,

look what ‘they preacned that is committed
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to ﬁ"I‘l"‘lH‘?‘ 12 the Aés of the Apgflles, and 1n
their Lop: jz‘le.r written unto feveral churches.
The knowledge of the figures of the pro-
phecies of the Revelation, and the like, 1s not
neceflary to falvation; and great reafon they
fhould be carried in a myﬂc.rious way, like as
the myﬂerles of Chrift’s pcrfon and of his
office, 1n breahmg the Serpent’s head, were
carried a long time in the clouds of types and
firures. Had it been known that the Mefliah
muft be crucified before he reighed, the Devil
would not have been {o forward to poflefs the
heart of Judas, with a project of betraying him
into the hands of his enemics, to procure his
dcath. So the Rcvelation in the New Telta-
ment, and many of the like nature 1n the Old,
concerning the Devil and antichrift’s practice,
no marvel if they be my{terioully carried, that
neither the Devil nor antichrift {hould under-

ftand thPlTl until they were accmnphﬂled —

Nevﬂrthelefs the Lord by his Spirit, which
dictated them can infpire his fervants with an
!underﬁandmg heart to know the meaning of
thC‘n when the time comes appointed for the
communication of this knowledge ; many {hall
[paﬁc; to and fro;, and knowledge fhall be in-
creafed, as it the opening of the world by navi-
 ration and comirerce, and the increafe of
knowledge, Thould meet together in one time
and age, as one witsily obfcrvetih. "We have
feen, of late years, a firange progrefs made 1n
Opemnr" the myfteries of the Revelation, and
other myﬁcrmus prophrﬂoes ot the Uld Tefta-
ment, even to admiraticn. The time when

E 2 firlt

J
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firft antichrift fhould be difcovered, and pro-
telted againft, 1s found out in Damel S num- J§
bers, le(t we {hould wonder at the fathers ig- §
- norance hereof : for as Chrifhians at their firlt |
converfion from idols to {erve the living God, §
did forthwith “ look for the Son of God’s |
coming from hea_ven to deliver us from the §
wrath to come,” 1 Thef_f 1. 10. Yea, and§
‘iome were of opinion 1n the apofltles days, that
it {hould be within the age of a man ; where. §
npon Paul wrote his fecond Eplf’cle to thef
‘T'heflalonians, wherein he gives to underftand§
that an apoftacy muft come firft, and the ma
of fin muft ‘be revealed, and before that thej
Roman empire muft be broken, 2 Thefl. i
compared with © Thefli'iv. 15. Soin Auftin
days, that good father projects that the.coming
of 'Chrift might-be 400 years off, nay, fuppoff
‘c00, he would not go further, prefummg thaf
the beaft which flaughtered -the Lord’s
nefles, thould not continue: above- three yeu
nd an half. - Now, we have nio caufe to wor
der at'this, when we confider what-Daniel hay
‘written concerning this, and how blefled}
thing it {thould be to lwe at that time, wh
antichrift {hould be proclaimed to the won
and revealed, Dan. xi.-For then nothing 1§
mained to’ be looked - for, but the blaftingd
him with the breath-of the Lord’s mouth, a
the utter a.boh{hmg of him by the brlghtn:
of his coming;*-The reconciling of Ezcki
gneafures-of New Jerufalem; with John’s md
fures in the Revelations; is great ‘myli
‘and held to be defpera‘*e, yet now it is mj

fc'lﬁU
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feafible ; nor {o only, but cleared throughout.
So the number of the beaft, 666, how long
hath the Chriftian world groped after the
meaning of it, as a blind man after his way ?
What various notions hath the inveftigation
hereof produced in mens brains, after that of
Irenecus accommodated to the Word. /ateiﬂm‘,
‘and at length, for want of a better, the beft
{tudents in- thefe myilteries driven to come
back thither again. But now the vanity there-
of newly difeovered, and that at full, even by
every text calling us exprefsly to calculate this,
which 1s not to reft in this number, but by
calculatiomn of this to find out another number,
which will notably decypher unto us that beaft.
And, indeed, the number of the beaft, 666, is
oppofed to the number of Chrift’s church, 144,
and the number moft momentous arifing by
the calculation thereof, is the number 12, the
root thereof ; and no other calculation belongs
-to a fingle. number than that which . 1s called
the extration of roots, and the number 235,
found: to be the root of 666, {o far as 1t comes
to be faid in the -ufual way of arithmetic, to
have a root, difcovering {trange myfteries con-
cerning the delineating of that beaft, the body
-of antichrift, in a wonderful manner. ;
No marvel if thefe myfteries were hidden
from the prophets themfelves, who wrote thofe
prophecies : For, 1{t, The knowledge of them
was nothing neceflary to their falvation ; 2d,
God had appointed a certain time when the
light of them fhould break forth to. irra-

diate his church, with unipeakable confolation,
| E 4 when
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~when they ftood moft in need thereof, the
accomplifhment of thofe prophecies drawing
near. |

Chrift {pake in parables to fome, not to ali;
yct fome of his parables were underftood by
~them even againit whom they were {poken in
particular : thofe that were not underftood by
the multitude, our Saviour revealed to  his
difciples, as often as they fought it ; yea, and
other myfteries too, namely, the figns fore- |
going the defiruction of Jerufalem, his own
commg, and the cnd of the world, Matt. xxiv.

It is true, the Scriptures contain the myftc-
ries of godhnefs, which are not. apprehended
according to their condition, but by the rege- |
nerate ; but as for the meaning of the Scrip-
ture, it is quite of another nature, (which this |
author confiders not,) and is incident. to a rc-
probate; yea, in fuch a meafure as to make him |
an able doctor in the church, and orthodox
throughout, which may tend to the edification |
of others, when 1n the mean time fuch a con
ihall fall {hort of the falvation of his own {oul
¢ The {ecret of the Lord, which he reveals to
t‘lem that fear him, i1s the {ecret of his cove-§
nant, Pf. xxv. 14. ‘There i1s a fecret alfo in
falth-cathohc and in all the myfteries of god-]
linefs, which is peculiar to the regenerate only,]
and 1t 1s to difcern the wifldom of God, and
the power of God in them who have true faith.
A reprobate may believe the fame things by
‘a natural faith only, yea believe it, and carry]
themielves like good f{cholars too Whﬂe thiey
inftruct others therein.

Still
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Stll we fay, that the Scripture 1s plain and

to {alvation ; and all this difcourfe is piaufible
i only through diftinction ; and to deny the
Scripture to be fairly intelligible to one that
is defirous to know the meamng -of 1t, 1s a

l
f
E
|
|
- clear enough, as touching all things necellary
¢
5

great difparagement to the word of God, and:

dithonour to God himfelf, diﬁ)araﬁing either
his gocanefs that would not, or his wiidom
: that he knew not how to order it, {o that by

¢ nal life.

If beftore the law men h..._d a lizht whereby
ithey-might find the truth mote clearly than
we, then  the former times werc times of great-
er hght and grace than the later; but this is
contrary both to the gencral _]udgment of the
Chriftian world, and “to univerial cxpcerience.
For .as. light naturally 1increafeth more and
more, umntil it be perfe& day, {fo 1t hath been
twith light {piritual; yct the {fun, the tfountain

l-‘:‘--m:-a:l

dof light natural, hath fomezimes gone back- .

iward ten degrecs not {o the Sun of righte-
oufnefs : men have gone backward, I confefb,
jin the courfe of their cbedience; but God
thath gone forward rather than backward, in
kthe courfe of. adminiftration .of his Trace.——

IWe do not fay there was a mere bhndnefs or
blindne{s at zul in God’s chlldrcn, (alt hounu
gn prefent. d;.fcour‘”e nct of man’s bhndneﬁs,
but of God’s progrefs in caufing the irradiation
bf his. light ) but this we fay, that the word
pi the. Dropnet*; was a “.molt fure.word, o
kvhich our forefathers did well to take hecu,

1.-1
I—th‘

fcarching the Scripturcs they might have eter-"
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as to a light that fhineth in a dark place” but §
now a long time day hath dawned, and the |
gofpel * 1s the day-ftar that arifeth in our
hearts,” 2 Pet. 1. 19. “ For that God who |
commanded the light to fhine out of darknef;, |
1s he who hath {hined in our hearts, to give |
the hght of the knowledge of the glory .of |
God in the face of Jefus Chrift,” 2 Cor. 1v. 6. |
And, in thefe days of grace, * we all behold |
as in a mitror, the g101y of' the Lord with§
open face, and are changed into the fame]
image from glory to glory, as by the Spu it of
the Lord,” 2 Cor. 1ii. 18. - -
To fay, that though all things be not ne.
ceflary to be known, yet there may be had]
a certain and infallible way of interpreting,
whereby the moft and moit neceflary contro-}§
~verfies may be decided, is to reprefent a thew|
of antithefis where there 1s none, But that i}
little material ; but here is a déclination to thef
contrary e*{treme ; hitherto the clearnefs off
Scripture hath been oppofed here an infalli
- bility of interpreting is 1ntroduced but med
tutiffimus ibis ; the middle patls is fafe /E ; and vir]
tue ufually confifts in a mediocrity, which Ho
race calls auream mediocritatem ; the golden mean)
Since the apoftles days, the true church of
Chrift challengeth to herfelf no infallible auy
thority of interpreting Scripture ; ’tis enoug]
that, in things neceflary to falvauon the Lord
affures us by his Spirit that we are not decely]
ed ; that is fufficient for the ftate of gracef
and as for infallibihty, let us be content
have that condition referved for the ftate
gIOI' ,'
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glory. I nothing doubt, but by ftudy, and

care, and pains, moft controverfies may be fo
clearly cdecided, as fhall be {fuflicient either for
the converting of a capable hearer, to the em-
bracing of it, or for the conm@ung him of
obftinacy in W1thﬁand1ng it ; but I little look-
ed that the beginning of this difcourfe would

have had f{o unfuitable an end. Mr Dury
" (as I remember) is occupied about fome fuch
method as this ; I wifh heartily it may fucceed
well,—but take heed we do not cry down all
performances that have gone before us, as if
they were palpable infufficiencies, in compa-
rifon to our own new inventions, whether in
clearing truths controverfial, or ob{cure places
of Scripture. Well, we f{hall reft contented
with' that meafure we are arrived unto, until
a greatér meafure of light arife above the
honzon ‘of our {phere,~and, whenfoever it
‘comes, I truﬂ: we thall give it that refpect

which 1t deferves, and right thankfully enter-

tain it, whether in the way of 1lluftrat10n,
which beﬂ: pleafeth the fenfe, or in the way
of demonftr atJ.on Wthh 1noﬂ: juftifieth the
Judgment. _ | ‘

- Difc. ° Nor am-I moved wwith that objettion,
T bat it is mazng ﬁr the Liitherans that they are
affured of the truth of Lzztberng/}?z though others
cannot fee and believe it . - for' this is not that which
I wonld bhave. 1 ezzqmre, bow a man may be fure
not of bis own o_;.’:zmo;z, but of the truth : Now,
if I belicve and determine that fuch a thing is'true,
this is my opinion ; yet is it not therefore the trzztb,

ﬁez?;gg
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Seeing truth and opinion beove nothing in them alike.

A feedfaft perfuafion changeth not the gffence of tic
thing whereof a man is pwﬁaded For then might
??zelmzcba[zc perfons, whofe opinions are immeuve-
able, work miracles, and make all their conccits
efferitial.  The nature of true knowledge is this—
Zo be demonflrable, not to me, or fome wen, but 1o
all, and to win a confent from any man, as two
a?m’ three make five. A thing cofzz‘ro*vcrrez!, and
which fome underfland one way, fome another, can
never make me certain and fiee from doubt, whether
d bave the truth or not; and bhe that knows no
other than wbhat be deteimines, may be excufed of
malice and bypocrify. But this reafoning, 1 and
my follower are fure of this thing, therefore
1t 18 true, is unreafonable reqfoning.

Confid. Surely if I am 1n a right way, 1t i
'enough for me to be aflured of the eruth ; fOl
me, it 1s for my falvation : yet becaufe [ an
bound to {ecek for the falvation of others alfo,
no man muft imitate Cain, in {aying, ¢ am
I my brother’s keeper ” yet that w_hlch 18
enough for me to be affured of the truth which
I maintain, may be enough for another alio,
to bring him to be affured of the fame truth
for if-this fufhciency I {peak of be in the way
of ratlonal difcourfe, out of the word of God;
if it is itfelf fufficient ; it is fufficient for the
fatisfation of any that is capable thereof’; and
all fuch light being light natural, and in-the
way:of difcourfe, 1s s of 2 com.mumca.ble nature
to all rational creatures, by a rational dif-

courfe. But true faith 1s WI‘O‘ll“‘hL bv foiri-
: tual

|




L1

Zhe Doubting Confcicrce R z_f/&/@f.{z’. 77

cunal 1liv mlnatmn, which 1s not.1n my power
to. communicate unto any other; only the
Spirit of God can do this, enlwhtenmg whom
Lie will, while others are {fuffered to {it 1n
dar I:nc;s, and 1n the thadow of death. And
this is the only {faving way to be fure of truths
theological. Iiis true, that which I believe
(W]mtfoevel it be, and in what kind {foever it
be believed) is not therefore truth, becaufe
I believe it: but if I believe by 111ummat10n
divine, 1t 1S _therefore truth, becaufe I believe

1t after fuch a manner, though this I cannot

communicate to another, or make another
hereby either be perfuaded of it himielf, or
be perfuaded that I am after fuch a fort per-

| fuaded of it. Light natural I may commu-

! nicate unto ancther; light Apiritual I cannot:
i and Light natural, cither in way of natural
dlfcourfe, is communicative of itfelf, from
i commonly-known principles by the light of
! nature, or from principles on both fides a-
} greed, as namely, that the Scriptures are the
| word of God.” Now, when the Spirit of God
| enlightens e, the thmg I embrace 1s not my
i opinion, ... my faith, and my perfuafion
| herein is in ﬁedfaf"lefs, and nothing inferior
L to” natural - knowledge, but f{uperior rather,
L ight {piritnal and divine being fuperior to
ight natural, like as knowledge by fenfe 1s
 fuperior to knowledrre by reafon, rational
knowledge dependmw upon Lnowledge fenfi-
tive ; for general principles do arife from ex-

pcr.::nce and enumeration of particulars.—
‘ And
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And, as I remember, T heologia. dicitur non cjc\ ..
(zrgzzmezzmz‘wa dmz:zz;j* 25 faid to be not argumen-
tative ; to wit, as it 1s fupernatural, and com- }
pared ‘rather to fenfitive knowledge as to the §
{enfe of feeing, “ Open mine eyes that I may |
fee the wonderful things of thy law;” and to |}
the {enfe of hearing, ¢ He that hath an car §
let him hear:” for it 1s one thing to hear the §
voice of a man, another thing to hear the
voice of God ; one thing to fee a work wrought
another tlnng to behold the hand of God in
it ; one thing to difcern the meaning of a |
Scrlpture-paffage, another thing to difcern the -_
wifdom of God, and the power of God in it. §
So it is compared to the fenfe of f{melling, |
e Cor. 11. 14. “ We are a {weet {favour unto|
God in Chrift, 1nh them that are {faved, and in|
them that perifh ; and where the body 1is, thert|
will the eagles be gathered together :” {ome-]
times to the fenfe of tafting, as 1 Pet. 1. 2.}
“ As'new-born babes defire the'fincere milk|
of the word, that ye may grow thereby ; if ye]
have tafted that the Lord 1s bountiful.” Sof
Falenfis profefleth, that the things of God afef
‘apprehended per madum guftus ; by the mode o
tafte. 'The fenfe of feeling doth fairly repre
fent the knowledge of God by his works, A&
xvil.- 27. * That they fhould feek the Lord,)
{o be they might have groped after him, and
found him, though doubtlefs he be not i
from- every one of us.” This author feem
to take no notice hereof, no more than th
Socinians do in thefe days, and that is th

fou
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foul fpot I find 1in Mr Chilling{worth’s book:
and be pleafed, I pray, to put a difference be-
tween melancholic perfons, and the children
i of God, who becaule they are {ons, God hath
{ fent the Spirit of his Son into theiwr hearts:
i remember that of the apoftle, ¢ This perfua-
{ fion is not of God,” plainly giving to under-

i ftand, that the perfuaﬁons of Chriftian faith

are of God : yetI confefs, this faith 1s ground-
éed always upon God’s word, wherein they
g{hould be {o expert, as to be ready thence at
;au times to render-a reafon of their faith to
iany that {hould demand it. But that may an

junregenerate perfon be able to do as well, yea,
and many times better too.

- When he faith, the nature of true know-
ledge is'demonﬁrable, this is true of know-
fledge matural, not of knowledge Chriftian,
ywhich is grounded only on God’s word ; and
it was never known that to prove a thing out
lof Scripture was called demonftration. Arif-
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of demonftration, it proceeds only by perfua-
dfion :" but it may be for the evidence of the
Scripture aptly alledged, he calls it demonitra-
tion katachreftikos ; yet confider, no deduction
out of Scripture can be {o clear, as to be ex-
tmpted from all caviliings; but never was it
known that any man cavilled with a truth as
Ylear as this, that two and three make five.
If we can never be free from doubt if the’
thing be controverted, as for inftance, a paif-
iige of Scripture, fome underftanding it one

way,

'-i
1.

itotle denies that moral philofophy 1s capable '

@
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way, and fome another ; what certainty can
I have of ‘any point-cf faith I mamtain in op- §
poiition to Papifts, to Socinians, to any heretic! §
yet I thould not look that the thing contro- §
verted thould free me from doubt, it 1s-€nough |
‘that I'have good evidence for it, though all|
:the world run a madding in controverting]
:that which I believe. Now, noe evidence of |
-truths theological, and faving truths, 1s com-§
parable to the evidence which proceeds fromj
‘the illumination of the Spirit, giving me new
eycs, as it were, and opening the eyes of myf
-underﬁandlng, that I may fee.and difcern the
things .of ‘God, and that the Holy Spirit s}
able to free me from all doubt s yet there nf
-another knowledge which. 1s natural, partii
derived from mnatural principles, and partlj
from a dextrous interpretation of Scriptureﬂ
which we fhall be able to make good agamni
“all cavillers to their confufion, and upon fober
confciences to their aflent; but this is inferiof
‘to the illumination of the Sp1r1t. I can hard
-1y think any Chriftian to be {fo fimple or wi
- ful to reafon thus—7 and my ﬁ[iower are [fu
- of this thing ; therefore, it is' true : if chey fhould
I fee no reafon but they might proceed o
 {tep further, and fay, I myfelf alone thini thi
"to be true, and therefore it 1s- true ;- but tx
- Opirit of 1idumination 1s given ouly to fu
.fy them that have it, not to boaft of
“{but to comfort themfelves with it rathc)
nuch -lefs to obtrude it upon others; oy
hight natural 1s communicable unto othex:s (
ratiof



Zhe Doubting Confcience Refolved. 81

rational difcourfe; light fpiritual is not. I
cannot more communicate that to another

than my {eeing, or hearing, or {melling, or
rafting.

Didc. Laﬂ{y I we build our re/fg'zofz only up-
611 the Scripture, the learned _/Zm:[[ pave a greaf
prerogative above the unlearnsd, in the matter f_?f'
- Jaith and religion, and ﬂm/l Jw mere crngaged i
tbwzéﬁdfzgﬁ* to God than they ; and fo religion fhall
| Juvour and cleave to gaod wiis——Alfo, many bave
their /éf_z/f?f excrc%'d in2 the Scripture, or are more
inventive and ingenious than others ; z‘bﬁn_?]%m, i
a-man could by difputing and r '*c_z/&mf.gr co fﬁlﬁ e jome
o thefes, and as it were lake auody a man's opinion
ﬁ‘o.rzz bim, and becoine conqueror, be . fbould alfo
8 lake away bis religion ; and the other /Z)orz[a’ be
; con /z’rmzzp od cither to take 1p bis conqueror's religion,

8§ ory againft bis confcience, 1o ﬁc'::*p bis owii.

| |
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d and paflors can anfeer Jott, thonugl 1 cannot : Jor
zbm Jbould I belivve <vith another man's ﬁm‘b

but faith ﬁz;ﬁ be minc, not arzatzf)er man's, elfe
;Jazz/a’ _/&Zr' ation alfo be anolber man's.  If religion
Lbe the _/cf?"‘U?t: € qf' God, Sarely i is nccgffary that
[ underfoand that fervice which I muft perform 0
oty Ford. Seeing: God will not reckon another man’s
Vervice for mine, and cannot be ferved by a fub-
y//itte, gt remazzs that we conclude—~Controverfics
fare to be left to learned ren, and cre nof fo very
precoffary. It may be anfavered, Then alfo religion
s [0 be left fo learned men ; for controverfies are
i very, 7‘;.:*.& c2072 ; jor (frving the c‘wgzzz’eralzmz of
e ) there is" no z?’&y rence, but Paps tfis are Lro-
(:firits, and Proteficuts are; Pap iffs——Look howw

) O much

Nor will that anfever / rve the turn, our divines

-8



82 ‘flm Doubting Confcience Refolved.

much a man knows of controverfies, fo mauch doth
be know. of his owwn religion. The flate of a man’s
ﬁlvatzaﬁ 25 f wch -as bis relipion and bis faith—

Now there is but one falvation, and but one faith,
——DBut if controverfies belong to the learned only,
wber&ﬁre bave the laymen endured fo many affiic-

lions, diftrelles, nay, and deails zz_‘ﬁ:*! . ﬁr e‘bq/& Con-
z‘m*ve:r_‘/fe’.r Jake ?
1 know tndecd that a Calvinift a’oé?or, one Dr
- Bergins, a preacher at Bremen, affirms in bis lat
publifbed Sermons, that controverfies are not mere/;
neceffary to falvation ; that the Scripture is Plain
~and clear in thofe things wbhich are neceffary t
" Jalvation, and that there was never any contrariely
between. the religions  themfelves. At which alf
" the *Leipfich-Collation between the Lutherans and
 Calvinfts feems Lo ainn
Confid. In all profeflions, whether liberal o

~ mcchanical, the learned have a prerogaur
- above the unlearned and what inconvenienc
~1s_thiere 1f 1t be {o in the Chriftian religior
al{fo? Doth not St Peter tell us that the un
learned pervert the Scripture to their own de
- ftru&tion, 2 Pet. iii. 16.—yet this prerogati
1S 1N Iearmng only, not 1n holinefs, the u

~ learned may be as holy as the 1earned an
have as great anintereft both in fanﬁlfyln

grace and in faving glory. What faid Au
of himielf, and fuch like {cholars, in comp

rifon of his mother Monica, and fuch b
holy, though fimple women—Muzulierculz i
Aachrimis fuis celum nobis praripiunt ; when
bave done all we can with all our learning, !
wemen wath their tears will get beaven befort

4
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And as for holinefs, {o for faith : 'an unlearned
man may have faith as well as the learned ;
nay, that faith which 1s called fides infufa, may
be found 1n a man unlearned,; when the faith
of hini that 1s learned 1s found to be no better
than fidd acquifita, a_faith natural ; and they
that have true faith by the in{piration of tlie
Holy Ghott, fhall not want gracious wits.—
Howfoever that religion which is by faith

natural, be accomparned with better natural

wits, yet an 1dle wit (be it never fo good) will

' hardly prove learned ; and be 1t never 10 leain-

ed, 1f 1t be without grace, fuch a man’s rel-
gioxi will prove but vain; and though he be
able to worft another in difputation, yet {hall
he never pull true religion in any child of
God (be he never {fo weak and unlearned)
cut of {ocket, becaufe our faith and religion
confift not 1n wifdom of words,.but in the
power of the Spirit, as St Paul {peaks, {aying,
“ My word and my preaching {tcod not in
the inticing {peech of man’s wifdom, but in
plain evidence of the Spirit and power : That

your faith fhould not be in the wifdom of

men, but in the power of God,” 1 Cor. 11. 4.°5.
Nay, were my faith only natural and I had
ccod evidence out of the Scrlpture for it, tho’

‘that- knowledge be no other than fuch as is
‘annexed to the common profeflion of Chrif~

tianity ; yet the philofopher tells me, that I
muft rot be beaten out of. my hold i1n fuch
a cafe, becaufe I am not able to ani{wer every
fophifin cr argument that is brought againit

1. Nav, the plnlofopher in his ethics teacheth
| F a . . me,
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me, that fome are as tenacious of their opi-
nicns, for which they have but weak reafons,
48 qtha,rs are of their opinions, which they
hold coniirmed with great firength of argu-
ment ; {o that cvery way it is-an inficlt fi¢tion,
that the moft learned muft always conquer
the faith and the religion of the unlearned,
without flying to any {uch fcuiking hole as
to {ay, Qur divines and pafiors can anfwer you,
thouglh 1 cannot. DBut I'wonder much that any
{fober Chr ifan, upon any pretence, fhould
difpute againft the building of our religion
only: upon Scripture ; unlefs with Papifts he
would bring 1n traditions, or rely on the
church, or on the decifion of the Pope.. For
if we fly from the word of God, we mulit reft
either upon the word of man, or upon natu-
ral reafon.. A Chniftian, I conceive, {hould
think the Scripture fufficient to direé&t us mn
the {ervice of God: our Saviour direéts the
Jews to.the fearching of Scripture, for the dif-
cerning of him.

And if controverfies be left to learned men,
yet there is no caufe why our religion fthould,
but only the defence of it COH"I‘OVEl’ﬁdHy,
maintaining {t'by variety of arguments and
deductions out of hcly Scripture, and folving
contrary arguments brought againft it in any
particular point of faith; but the profeflion
of 1t furely fhall belong to him that fits at
Gamaliel’s feet, as well as to Gamaliel him-
{clf ; nor only to fuch as fit at his feet, but to
iuch alfo as. follow the plough-tail, yea, and
1o the weaker {fex of women, and to children

- too;
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too; for cven to {fuch belo: ngeth che kinpdom
of Gou. And were there no book ac all writ-

ten, or fermen preached, in any poiat of con-

rroverfies or difference between ue, vet Papiits
thould be Papifts {til, and not Proreftaits 2
and Proteftants fhould be Proteitants 1till, and
not Pa.l,-l..’t..,-. ; and-the whore of Fabvylon thould

be the whore of Balylon ftil], and no 1 poufe

of Chrift ; and antichrift a falfe provhet ftill,
and no true prophet. Ior the faich and pro-
feflion of a Papift makes him a Papift, whethicr
he writes controveriies or no, the {malleft pare
of ‘them being able to perforzn the talk : {o
the Proteftants profeiljon and proLcﬁ :tion a-
gainit the corruptions of the church of Rome,
makes him a Prote {tant, tnhough he ncver det
pen to paper to contend fof tlm taith -once
given to the faints ; l.h-:_mfrh tiats he. a duw
I confefs, but no common duty belonging
unto all, but peculiarly appertzining to -the
man cof GO(I able not only to exhort with

wholéfome doarule, but al{yL to.convince them
tha.t {ay againft ic—TFor articles of faith -and
their profcfﬁon of them, faymen have fuflered
with' great com’cancy zmri patience, but not

- for controverfies, though they have been ready
to give a reafon of their faith to all that alked

it, and witnefs a good confeflion of 1t, as our

Swmur did before Pilate, as the book of Acts

and Monuments recor detu of rnhem, and St Paul
of our blefled Saviour.——Dr Bergius acknow-
ledgeth that controverfies are not very me-

ceffary to {alvation ; ’WhiCh I inter pret this——.
Not neceflary to the belnfr of the churcn, but

F 3 - only
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only to her well-being, when the Chriftian |
faith is oppugned by heretics. Between Lu- §
therzns and Calvinifls, we acknowledge there §
1s no difference 1n fundamentals, as appearcth §
fufficiently at the conference at Leipfich. |}
Difc. This Iam perfuaded is wvery true, that §
bad the Holy Ghoff judped tb{;/e controverted quel- §
. tions neeeffary to falvation, i would have exprgﬂia’
an:! prc;pomzded them 11 the boly Scripture clear's
and plainly, feeing thofe ep: iftles were fent to f: mp!f :
and lay men {,f/}?c?ﬁ‘ﬂ’k’" Nor doth it feern likely 10}
be true, ihat ever there were fo many . articles f
ﬁzz; b a’rzzwzz out of them, as are now fo be read i
the cateckifins, common-places, mzd-com;md.r of d-§
vines, As yet there is no certain number ofidhenf
determined, fecini fome divines bave proponndel
more, and ﬁ»m‘e Jewer; and fome religions bave, if
. procels of -time, vither  added or abated whole ar§
ticlesy and after many. m _/érzex endured for the &y
Sence of fome of them, cntering a wway of moder
tion, they have detérmined that for ‘tolerable o
2/1dls fc’rerzf whick baﬁm they thought damnall
But; bowfocver, there dre ﬁ} many of them, 1L}
a man way defervedly call in queflion the pref
necc;:*[ Lty of them : and this Jeens the beft folution}
difintangle and appefg/é perplexed dozabzﬁz! 4
- errmg coqﬁzcucw. . . :
Cunfed. lr1s a very uncouth fpeecn, proceg
ing from a wild conceit, to {ay, that Gf
 would “have exprefled and appointed cony
~verted queftions plainly-and clearly, if tf
had: been neccilary. - It is'not the propofif
oi controverted - queﬁlons though never|
plaml}r 'md cle a.rly delivered, that {ets an§
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to controverfies, but the clear and {ubftantial
folution of them ; for herein that which hatl
any fhow of being neceflary, 15 not the pro-
poiing of them, but the deciding of them :
and it were a very prepofterous courfe to ralk
of deciding controverfies, before there were
any controverfies moved ; as if a phyfician’s
wifdom and goodnefs. thould move him to
heal a man before he is wounded : rather he
fhould take care to preferve a man’s health,
that he might not fall into {icknefs. And {o
God’s wifdom and goodneis hath {uflicientiy
provided for the health of his church, throug!
- the integrity of do&rine delivered in his word,
~and that 1" a manner {ufliciently intelligible
and plain to them that come with honeit
hearts, and ftudious defires, to {feek aru., truth
and to embrace it. But St Paul tells us of op-
‘pofitions to the truth, madé by men of corrups
minds,—plainly giving us to underitand, thar
they came with corrupt minds to the reading
of God’s word, and fo pervert it, as St Peter
{peaks, and thergby pervert themfelves firft ;
‘and afterwards they {peak wrefted -things to
the corrupting of cthers, and hinder them
from being found in the faich, Tit 1. 13.
.St Peter exhorts us ta ¢ grow in grace, and
in the knowledge of the Lord Jefus. Chrift,””
2 Pet. 1i1. 18. And St Paul .would not have
us ftand at a ftay, but grow forward unto per-
fe&ion. There is a plerophory and fulneis of
faith that we thould firive unto, and of know-
ledge as well as of holinefs : for this life 1s our
way to heaven, and fill we muit draw nearer
| ' F 4° thitherwards,
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thitherwards, by knowing all that we can know
" by the word, Deut. xxix. 29 It 1s revealed
tc that purpofe, and it is ¢ able to make th.._,
man of God perfect to every good work,”

2 Tim. 11 17, “ Add unto virtue knowledge,”
{aith St Peter, 2 Pet. 1. 5.  And St Paul prays
on the behalf of the Coloflians, that ¢ they
m1gnt be fulfilled with the knowledge of God’s
will in all wifdom and {piritual underftand-
ing ; that they might walk worthy of “the
Lord, unto all pleafing, fruitful in every good
work, and increaiing in the knowledge of
God,” Col. 1. g, 10.. W hy‘then thould we
take offence at the mult.plylnﬂ* of articles ? In
-all Lofe“..lo ns, men W.-lO dcho-ht in Ldowledrm

to our .Lntﬂlhgent natures than hght of know-
ledge ; while we live here on earth we {hall
never -come to 1‘1PCJ.1€_{5 of age in Chrift; there-
fore, we muft be growing :ﬂ:ﬂl and edifymg
ourf eives, and one another in our moit holy
ity 3 the body of Chrniit muﬂ: be edified t1l}
we come to- fulnefs of age; and, as we muft iz
creafe in knowledge, 1o bemg obnoxious to
error; it behoves us to labour for the difcovery
cf it  more .and more. -- That error in taking
the number of the beall, 666, to denote only
lateinos, hath -enduved ever fince the days of
lreneus, tiat i1s from the nexi age after the
apoitles s and 1t 1s now lately difcovered, and
the trué meaning fub{‘ututed in the place there—
of, as Hcver thc. Like DLefore; and it is com-
me: ldaole for ‘'men to fee their former errors,

*nuch 1n@re o confefs tnc,... . Of all Auftin’s
e e L o o . works,
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works, there are none more tending to his
honour and renown: than his RetrafZaricoy,

wherein he retradis.the errors of his faith, and

his comeiiwns, and vhere he acknowledgeth
the ‘crrovs of hils life~This is moft Chriftian
ingenuity ; and, I .think, never was any man
more rencwaed ‘in this kind than-he.” It is
neceflary for every Chriftian to ftrive forwards
unto perfedtion, weceffitate f?"df’ff?ll, by neceffity
f commandmert ; but if ‘he fail through negli-
gence, this 1s' a Very pardonable fin, upon our
confefﬁon of 1t. "As for things neceiﬂu‘y to
falvatmn, they are -but fow; but the know-

ledge of God and the things of God are {o
‘ iwee.. to a regenerate tafte, having already
tafted how bou‘ntlful the Lord i is, that he will
' be carried ‘as naturally to defire the fincerc
milk of the word, that he may grow thereb}r
as new-born babes do dsfire the millk of thelir
imothers ‘breaits, 1 Pet. il.' 1. As for perplex-
ed and- doubtmrr, and erring coniciences, men
may perplex t] hemfelves,and raife dou bts caufe-
lefsly, and err'in this ; and this erroi” will be
the greater, when;,’ after all thig they pretend
perplexity and-doubts made unto them, when
they are only the mifts Whlf‘h them{felves have
raifed to blear their own eyes; and {fuch a work,

I think, is ever more mampm*ouﬂy perform-
ed, than when they fet their wits on work to
hfnute themielves out of the Lordls verge,

md circle, within the compaifs whereof dloie
hﬂ' ufeth to charm all his eledt, after they have
un their wild race and compa_ﬁ,, and bring

hem: Kome like the prociigal child to his fa-
ther,
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ther, {o them to their heavenly father, and
therewithal to the {obriety of their wits, and
integrity of their fenfes, that they may {ay,
¢ Oh, what love have I to thy law ! all the
day long 1s my ftudy in 1t; the law of thy
mouth 1s dearer to me than thoufands of goid
and filver ; by this I have more under{tanding
~than my teachers.” Indeed, the law of the
Lord is a perfe®@ law, converting the {oul;
the teftimony of the Lord is fure, and giveth
wildom to the fimple, yea, and fuch wifdom
as maketh wife unto falvation j~—and what
{hould we defire more ? - :
Difc.  But could fo many thoufand divines of
Jormer. ages be ignorant of this 2 Flave there not
fo -many twars been undertaken for this cayfe?
- Could thofe learned men fuffer fo many thoufands o
men to run headlong, both by doing and fuffering,
into the bagard of fonl.and body for religion’s fake:
- and fo many unfpeakable mifchiefs to urife, wwben
it is poffible for a man to be faved without the con
troverfies of religion & But if this be the commar
of. God, under pain of temporal and everlqfiis
. punifbment, to fight for thofe controverfies, bow c
awe excufe thofe fhuffling arguments of faith, rd
gion, and God's wworfbip ~—d fervant may i
abate any thing of bis Lord’s due.
Confid. Be ignorant of this !—Of wha
That controverfies are not neceflary to falv
_ tion ;. how doth it appear they deferved 2
fuch cenfure? but let us mot pleaie ourfel
_ in confufion of things that deferve to be dift
~ guifthed : a man, yea, a whole nation, may !
in peace without ‘war ; but, if they are

{ufte
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fuftered to lLive in. peace, but fome enemy or
othér invades ihem, as Aram before, and the
Philiftines bechind, ;eafl to devour us with
open mouth, thall we ﬁt it:1l1 with our hands
in our hofom, till thefe moniters devour us one
after another ; ? as Pol}fphe mus intended to deal
with Ulyffes and his foldiers, though he fhew-
ed him this favour, that he fhould be thelaft
* that thould go to pot.  This is the condltlon
of God’ s church, and hath been from the very
days of the apoftles inclufively, the my{teries
of godlinefs bemg now revealed in God’s word.
Many there bé that cannot digeft thefe myﬂ:e-
ries, and fubmit unto them 'by faith ; but tho’
hﬂy é¢mbrace thé truths of the n'ofpel in {fome
particu]ars, yet they refift it in others'; or, pre-
tending to embrace it, they pervert t and wreft
1t by corruft intérpretation. - ‘In this cafe, aré
not the orthodox drivén to hold their own,
and as St Jude e'{horts them, ¢ to contend
e.:..rneﬂ:ly for the faith once given to'the faints,”
‘and to endeavouf to kill error, rather than to
fufer error to ftrangle the holy truth of God,
to open ‘the truth of God which'is accord1ng
unto godlmefs ; rather to root out weeds, than
to 'fuffei’ them’ to: over-grow the good -corn,
Thus' we are caﬂ: upon controverfies, whether
we will or ‘no j yetthisis not a duty that be-
longs to.'2l}, many, ‘'yvea moft, fhall’ be faved
‘without' it 5 hke as when an enemy invades
us, we gather an army again{t them, to op-
* pofe them and drive them out; the reft pray.
tor their fellow-brethren, but dé’ not fight ;

yet by this war they may "have as great an in.
tere:
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creft in the defired peace, as thofe that fight

for it. Thus Chamayar of the French church
hath written his Bella Domini, the Wars of the
Lord, againft the Philiftines, the antichriftian
Philiftines of the church of Rome {carce one
hath done the like, yet many fons of that ho-
_nourable church have done valiantly, but Cha-
mayar hath furmounted them all ; ‘every one
doth not gird himfelf with the {fword upon
the thi ch at all, but only thofe who are th
Lord’s . Naunchan, his inftructed ones; for
thofe who are overfeers and ke epers of the
tower of David, built for defence, a thoufand
hields hang therein, and all the targets of the
ftrong men, Cant. 1v. g.—and thefe are well
acquamted with them, and know how to uf:
them, yea; and to handle the {fword too as ex-
pert in war 3 and in this holy war they will be
content to hazard their hie, as St Paul pro-
feficth, faying, “ And now I go bound to
Jer ufalem in the Spirit, not knowing what
things thall come unto me there, fave t'lat the
Holy Ghoft witneflfeth in every like faym
that bonds and afHiGtions abide me ; butl Pai's
not for thefe things, neither 1is my life dear
unto me, {o I may fulﬁl my: courfe with jOY,
and the 1m111ﬁrat10n which I have received of
the Lord Jefus, to tefhfy the go{pel of the
orace cf God.” |
As for the ihufhmg a.rwumﬂnts here fpo.&en'
of, whén I know them, I fha]l upon due con-
ﬁderatmn, pafs my judgment on them as 1 fec
caufe. A man may fophifticate, I confefs, 1n

raaking arguments ; but thuflling cmirfes com-
. | * _ only
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monly have place in {hifting them off by an
undue {folution. We know what Paul’s courie
was—he fought with beafts at Ephefus ; and
Stephen’s fortunes too,wkien certain of the fyna=
gogue who were called Libertines’ and Cyre-
nians, difputed with Stephen, did not he alfo
difpute with them ? The text {aith, they weré
not able to refift the wifdom -of the Spn it by
which he fpake: “ If I am offered up,” faith
St Paul, “ upon the facrifice and ierv:ce of your
faith, g rcjoice therein, and will joy.’ |

Difc. Le? Lhts z‘bzrg be corifidered, fe ezz{_g' it is
o intricate, and leads me and maiy oz‘bfr‘x into dif~

guzet of mind ;- for which perplextiies of co 73fCicn ce,

none will dmy that a remedy is to be fought at the

bands of ihofe that bave Chr: iffiaz ﬁ[law -feeling,
and might be found, if all the divines of thofe fr dc’.r
that bhave icft Popery, wwounld vazzc/?f ife to afford
me a wife, mild, and folid anfewer in writing, ot
Javouring qf partza/z{y, prejudice, or paffion.

Confid. When Bofte was taken by the States,
there was {een in the wall a bilhop fomeumes
of that town, painted with Chrift and his
blood on the one fide, and the Virgin Mary
and her breafts {prouting milk on the other
fide ; arid the devout b1‘hop was reprefented
there in the gefture of a man in great per-

plexity and ambiguity, not khowing well
Wthh to prefer, whether Chirift’s blood -before

Mary’s milk, or Mary’s milk before Chrift’s
blood and th1s‘e:-:r: reffed in Latin verfes and
one of' the M artlahﬁs, as 1t were to: put: him
out of’his mood 'and’ perplexity, faid; Wy thox

of

»
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of this man’s perplexity ? was it not his own
extreme fuperftition moft abominable 2 If the
author of this difcourfe had propofed any
thing on the other fide to the Scripture, and
pretended ambiguity and perplexity, which
of them he preferred according whereunto to
order his faith, that Martialift’s refolution of
the doubt mwht have been congruous enough:
but only concerning the Scripture-doubts arc
here propofed, how a man {liould ground his
faith thereupon ; what he is, I know not ; and
whether- this be res gefla, or fifta, a tbz;gg real
or counterfeit, I am to feek, for the prefent world
is full of juggling. But when we make fuch
doubts unto ourfelves, do we well confider the
goodnefs and wifdom of God, 1n giving us
his holy word to direét us in the ways of evel-
lafting life? if ftill there were jull caufe to
.complain of a perplexed condition, whereinto
~we were caft, not knowing whether we fhall
take hold of it, or run away from it, as Mofes
did: from his rod when it was turned into
a ferpent. But do we find any the like meti-
- morphofis here? yet when the Lord bid Mofes
take the ferpent by the tail, he was bold
do it furely God’s word 1s no ferpent, bu
we rather, and his word alone hath power to
charm us, and make us vomit all our poilon
of erroneous dnd unholy ways ; and the Lord
Chrift hath bid us to take hold of them, fay
ing, Search the Scriptures ; yer if any thlng if
this my anf{wer feem: amifs, and not anfwer
able to the author’s expe&tation, but {favour

ing (as he thinks) of pardality, prejudice, ¢
' paflion




- 3

The Doubting Confiience Rcﬁ/bfd.— Qs

paflion, I confefs prejudice againft fuch dif«
courfes as thefe, accounting them mofit vile,
and nothing becoming an underftanding and
godly Chriftian ; but as for the reft, let him
impute 1t to my ignorance, who know not {o
much as what is the way of his paflion, for
he {feems to me to be neither Lutheran nor
Calvinift, and would not feem to be a Papift,
though I am moft prone to conceive it to be
the trick of fome Papiit ; leaft of all do I know
his per{fon or country. '

But let every fober Chriftian. confider well,.
and inquire, whether that fince the beginning
that God’s word was committed to writing,
there were at any time any fuch queftions
moved until this laft and worflt age of the
world, when Cardinal Cajetan, a great {chool-
divine, firft encountered with Martin Luther,
and found that no authority prevailed .with
him but Scriptural ; hereupon he was moved
to {tudy OScripture, and wrote commentaries
upon 1t inx his old age. But Silvelter Prierius
of Rome thought that way too far about, and
therefore took a fhorter courfe, and maintain-
ed that the Scriptures contained not all things
neceflary to falvation, and therefore the rule of
taith, to be made compleat, muft be pieced °
up with the unwritten word, added to the
written word ; which unwritten word they -
called traditions.” Since that, the Papifts have
ftrengthenned themfielves with the authority
of the church, yet confefs the true church
cannot be known to be a true church, nor the
authority thereof known, but by the Scrip-

| e
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tures, and the iflue of the refolution of the
church muft be the refolution of the Pope,
concerning the true interpretation of Scrip-
ture ; J.amﬂful‘y obtruding upon us, that we
make the refolution of our taith inte our own
private ipirit; whereas we; to the contrary,
extend the teftimony of the fpli“lt only to-each
man’s beft fatisfattion, and teach no other
herein' than the Papifts themifelves acknow-
ledge to be moft true, as touching the refolu-
tion phyﬁcal of our faith,—as I ani able to
prove by variety of pregnant: evidences, -ready
at hand, without any more ado than the bare
tranic “rxbmg of them. Now this light b(,il]g
not of a mature communicable unto others,
we meddle not with it in difputing upon any
other point oi divimity with Papitls, or any
other ; but therein walk 1n a1l our d11putatmm
by way’ of refoiution logical, cither mmto fome
confefled principles as concerning the attri-
butes divine, or into exprefs paflages of holy
Scripture ; the meaning whereof, if it be ex-
cepted agaznﬂ we are readay to _]ufhf v by .ra
tional difcourfe againft any adverfary, nothing
- doubting but we {hall elther convict him o
- obitinacy, in thutting his eyes againft the cle|
evidence of truth, and make him condemned
111 his own confcmnce, or at leaft in the con
icience of all {ober Chriftians ; being well
silured, that whefoever refifteth the evidence o
God’s word upon pretence of inevideénce, thig
word ihall be found of evidence enough U

* on_a

o dge him at the laft day. . **: :

FINIS



