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SERMON XXV. A eheBiens

Triennial Vi-
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M AT, 5- 130 tﬂher’eprcf:ntg..

Yeare the Salt of the Earth: But if the Salt have lff ,
L kg 5 th (ball it be (alted? . Her faltnefs,
is [avonr, wherewith [ball it be [alted 2 1t isthence- whix canbe
forsh good for nothing, but to be cait out, and troden Bledthere.
#ﬂdﬂ:ﬂotlvat’ﬂ. with 2 Tsndal.

Remife but from the firft Verfe, that our Saviour fpake
thefe words to his Diféiples , and in them (if not only,
yet) efpecially to his Minifters, and fo in them you
may obferve thefe three particulars.

1. The dignity, utility, neceflity of their.Miniftry Metapho-
rically expreffedin the firft words, "Yuels tse T &Aas 4 yis.
Yow are the Salt of 1he Earth.

2. A Taint or Defe& therein fuppofed ; 4n the next, tav o¥
T8 &Aas mawpardy : But if the Salt bave loft bis favour.

3. Grave & borribile judicium, as Calvin callsit, a moft kes-
2y l;S'{mence of a moft berrible Fudgment againft fuch denounced,
as being, : '

Firﬁ% Moft hopelefsand irrecoverable in thofe words, &v 7iw
aNidioelat, Wherewith fball it be f[alted ? ‘ :

- Secondly, Moft ufelefs and unprofitable ; in thofe &rs- 3ty
igue ¢71. 10s themceforth good for nothing.

Thirdly, Moft rejeGaneaus and contemptibles in the laft,
2l CAnBwven ¢fo of, Kelamileidur vmd 189 avdplmoy, bup
20 be caft out and troden under-foot of Men. _ .

A word fpoken to the Apoftles themlelves, and therefore may »z/,. operculo
be to the higheft Officcrs in the Houfe of God: So that Salme- reguns, gusc-
ron’s colle@ion from that Claufe [ Wherewith fhall it be [alted ? 7] 9%1¢ abomina-
vize That their Prelates (gs fuch) may ncither be inructed | 50 ™67
nor correfted ( bawd falinnswr ) favouréth only of * Popith Ty- New bic effvons
" rannys otherwife is infipid, and (as Spanhem adds) in regard licestia dara;
of them ominens, portending according to the tenure of the "“’ﬂg" o=
Text, that they are irrecoverably mnfuvoury. Whatever theirs ';,,‘;;,m',f:,::"

do, ours will ehallenge no fuch Excmption, nor did theirs in &c Calvin.. .
* former
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former Times. Or elfc Bernard much tranfgrefled, that, whc,n
but an Abbot,could fo barely propound fo many thingsto a Pope’s
* Inlibris d¢  confideration, * and Stella fince, who, though. but a Minorite,
confideratione et in his Comments upon the parallel place in Lake ( Chap.
ﬂi’f’:‘,‘;’;’;'lo,. 34 ) even pouders the chiefett of their tl.nen Spqmjh Clergy.
1ibs :t;m‘rdt " But I here profefs my {cIf to have neither their Ability nor other
Deissy lic. 4. fitnefs for fuch a Task 5 and it is I hope here needlefs, feeing our
reverend Diocefan comes now this fecond time, either to cure
or caft out our wnfavoury Salt, as he did fome of it the laft time.
And therefore, right Reverend, I being at this time appointed
to be your Mouth, and fo to fpeak for you and not to yous
plaafe you to lend your favourable Patience, whillt in God’s
Name and yours, 1 (peak not fo much to the reft of my Brethren
of the Clergy, as to my felf the moft infipid of many; and
that Verbum dici in die fuo, a feafonable word in a fit time , when
much fpeech is of an inquiry to be made after fcandalons Mini-
fiers, as fo much unfavenry Salt to be caft out by others. By your
care, aud God’s blcfling upon his own Word, that work may
be cither furthercd or prevented, that when they feek for Iniquity,
they may find none, whillt we all bear and fear 5 Hear that we
are the Salt of the Earth, and fear the lofing of our favour,left being
profitable for nothing, we be caft out by God, and trodew snder
foot of Men.
1. I begin with the firft part in the fitfk woyds, Yos are the
Salt of the Earth.
“Ypm£Ss, you]s That is, you Apoftles, and (referving to you
your peculiar) in you, all you Minifters.
Cajetan. Bru-  A4re] many of you really are, and allof you (even Fudas him-
genfs. felf ) by your Calling fhoxd be: But what ? “AAas, Sals]. No
Popith Pricft, Ihope, will Tranfubjtantiate himfelf, as Lot’s Wife,
into a Pillar of Salt, becaufe ot this parafe, as they will do the
Bread and Wine into Chrilt's Bedy and Blosd upon a like ex-
Spanhem. preflion.  ICs Propofitio impropria difparati de difparato, and
Virtutem fi- holds out a Similitude, that what Salt is and doth to Fleth and
milems oficia Other Food, that the Miniftry is: To what ?
analoga. The laft word Tis yius tells you, you are the Salt of the
jﬁ“’ﬁ;‘l'c“’ ~ Earth; ] which is the fame with that in the following Compa-
728 rifon, of their being the Light of the World , (that is) of all
the Earth, and whole World 5 in which (as Chryfoftom obferves,
and others after him) was the Apoftles Prerogative, whofc Ep'f-
copacy was Oecumenical, fent to feafon and enlighten the whole
’ World
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" World, Mat, 28. 19. when Prophets only to Palefina, and
other Minifters now to their Platsand Angles. Buc take the
Minifters in general s (o it’s the Salt of the Earth now, as the
Apoftles (our Saviour here faith) werethex. Not {o much in
regard of their Perfons as their Office, Qwe verbi propria, &c.

As Chemnitins {aith, that being transferred to them, which was

- proper to the Word 5 they by reafon of it, and it by reafon of

Fefus Chrift held out inrit, who as he is the true Light that lightens

every one that comes into the World, John 1.9. So he is the true

Salt of the whole Earthy which, as of old, had quickly grewn .

corrupt, Gen. 6. 12. So haviug béen rotting ever fince, is now

- grown far more snfavoury : for if we, as Minifters, are the Sale

of the Earth, it followeth that the whole Earth is but an unfa-

vowry Lump , that of it felf, without us, wants feafoning: So

that although fome of us fhould lofe our favour, we have but

loft that which they want » and thercfore they may pity us, as

being like to them in our fin. But if otherwife we be the - Salt of

the Earth, they (hould honour and reverence us being far above

them in ourOffice. ThatComparifon(as Pareus obferves)holds forth -

Officium & Officii dignitatem, as well our Dignity as our Duty. -

Firft, I fay, the Minifters dignity and worth, becaufe withall

its profitable and neceffary ufe. It’s the falt of the earth;and when

our Saviour in the next verfc adds the light of the world, could he -

have faid any thing more to be efteemed,as more ufeful and necef-

fary, than light and falt? Ifyou fay bread; they break it too.

" But I cannot follow thofe other comparifons: Thisof falt is fuf- i
ficient, quo ibil wtilins, faith the Proverb, finequo vita bamana S0t & ’f‘" #i-
nequit degere, without which man cannot live, faith Pliny: Not Rpodiom. /. ¢
keep houfe in time of peace, nor hold out fiegein time of war; ¢, 1. Plin. 1.31;
of which the pooreft,that have leaft,will have a little,and-all fome:; ¢ 7-
ufeful toall, and fo prized by all, that the {pilling of it with
fome is fuperftitioufly ominous, and Homer can give it no lefs
than ociov, Diuvine, forits Epithet, they ufing ( as Plusarch ob-
ferves ) to honour fuch thingsas were of general and neccflary Sympo/ 1. 3.

. ufe with thetitle of Divinity. Divines we are by our calling, and - ' '
if we be but our felves ( the falt of the earth ) as neceflary as they
that are called the fields of it : fine quo ( faith Asutinof our Mi-
niftry ) gon pofJunt bomines vel fieri vel vivere Chriftiani, without £/4l. 47- 9.
which we canas little be, or live Chriltians; as Pliny faid with~ 274 18
omt_faht we can live men; {othat take it away, and you take

fals off 0'th® board, and bread out of the houfe, ‘and borfinan and s Kings 3. 12.
K kk charios
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chariot out of the camp, even the Sun and light out of heaven : and
what thenbut fames & fetor, unfavourinefs and famine, and
darknefs and confution would be left behind ?

Let not therefore our people grudge us our double Honowr, -
1 Tim. 5. 17. by whom they have {uch a multiplied and univer-
a1 blefling. ‘ ’

Of Repute and Refpe@. Let not us be to you as wxfavowry, un-
lefs you love your own unfavourinefs. Minifters that are falt of the
earth {hould not beas fale empts mancipia, like refufe ftuff, as
they are ufually efteemed by the irfirid earth-worm, qui cemsum
myfhas curso centuffe licetwr.. To fpill chis f3lt, let it ever be omsi.
nows, becaufe it will never be fuperftitions.

Salaria dids  Of Maintenance : if we feafin you, 1ts but right that you feed
gue Avcus  ys,  If Salary,as Pliny theweth, hathits name from fals, then
Mﬁiﬁ“}fmn here efpecially by all right its duc to it

vongierssdedsit.  Fromthe poor, who of this {eafoning may have as great a fhare
Piin. b prass. as the rich . . -

And from the rich, whofe greateft dainties without this fslt
will be but like Fob’s white of an egg, cap. 6. 6. and greateft eftates
and honours but like Fericho’s tall palm-trees, which grow upoa

. barren carth, and by bad waters, aslong as Elifoa’s falt is not caf

#nto them, 2 King. 2. 19, &c. whatever your fare is, it will ne-

‘Pfal. 108. 15.  ver make good chear @ fat bodies, but leanefs will be fent into the

- foul, as longas there’s neither bread nor falt on the board, nor
word to blefs it, and no Minifter to fay graceto it. -

Ve But it may be we fhould in both thefe relpe@s bave more of oxr

own, if we were more our [elves, aud thatis, the falt of the earth

h Not Frcthmen from the \lniverfity, which of late have grown bar-

Omnic locsss  yen, as Naturalifts tell us the earch,where falt- pits are ufuallyis :

_ wngquo [alrepe- Ny Mechanicks from the Loom or Laft, infipid infulf¢ animals,
witursflersis f/l . N .
ibilque gignit qWibus anima eft pro [ale, ut fuibus, whofe foulsare only as falt
Plin. to keep their bodies from ftinking, whilit they can feafon neither
.Such young thimfelves nor others with either wifdom, or grace, and yet of
};lc‘ayg":?s;“‘ thefe we have too greata fprinkling : like Varro'sfalt,which he

Church have faith in fome parts upon the Rhine in his time the country people

need of a new made ex lignorum quorundam combuftis carbonibus.  And fo here,

%:’ﬁ‘;ya:" carbo quoque in falem vertitxr. It were well if Colliers prove not

e, 31~ Salters. As clothes that are fo fported and fpoiled, as that they
' will not take any other colour, are ufually dyed black s which
hides the {pots 3 but burns the cloth; fo too often in the Church,

when men are {o blemithed in body, mind, carriage as that they

arc

Ufee
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are fit for no other employment, they are by their parents ot
friends or themfelves dyed hlack : for fuch-coloured falt Theopra-
ftus (peaks of, butit is unfavoury,as fuch are whilft they flain 1he
cloth and defile the Prieftbood. But I would be falt not to fret,
but to feafon rather. :

2. And therefore I pafs on from our Dignity, which (uch dif-
hounour, to our Duty, which I defire we may all make confcience

of, which this comparifon of the falt alfo puts usin mind of,-

and that in two particulars. 1. What we are to be in our felves.
2. And what toothers. And in both, as we go along, we fhall
note the contrary unfavourinefs, when the falt bath loft its favour,
which is the fecond part of the Text, that when we come to i,
we may the lefs infift on it.

1. And firft what we are to be in our felves : if falt to others,
then its prefuppofed we muft be feafomed and [svonry our felves :
Have [als &v eavlors in your felves, faith our Saviour, Mark 9. so.
have it and keep it, for the Verb ¢xeve there fignifieth both : and
this in your felves, as ever you would feafon others, for nil das
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guod non babet. “There muft be Oyl in the Veffed orelfe it will not

thine long in the Lamp, Mat. 25. 4. There muft be waters inour
own Cifterns, yealiving, rumsing waters in our awn Well, if we
would have them run overfo, as that our Foumtains be difperfed
abroad, and rivers of waters in the fireess, Prov. 5.15,16. Ezra
that ready Scribe hercin writes us a perfe@ copy, who prepared
bis beart firft to feek the Lavp of the Lord 5 and then fecondly to do
it 5 and then thirdly to teachit, Cap.7. 10. This, this is rectifima
metbodns concionandi, the right method of Preaching, with the
Priefts in the Law to have a Ses, in which they firlk wab them-
- felves, as well as Lavers, in which afterward they wafh the [5-
crifices 5 which we fhould labour to offer up as an holyand fwees
fmellisg {svour to God in Chrift ( Rom. 15.16. ) wafbed in the
Laver 3 but then we our felves firft fhould be wafbed in the Sea of
Chrift’s blond : Jalted with [alt, Mark 9. 49. And therefore we
had need have the {alt of wi(dom and grace, ofiintegrity and in-
corruption in our fclves 3 be our felves favonry if ever we would
{eafon them. _

And therefore on the contrary, asour Saviour in that place
clegantly exprefleth it &Aas &vahov yiverou, the Salt is wnfalted
The Minifter is not himfclf, if become cither infipid or infwife.

Infipid, having no favour of grace, his fpirit in regard of any
Kkk 2 {piritual
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fpirituallife dry, arid. But i there any taffe in (uch a white of an
Egg? T ‘

gé.fpecial!y if withall infulfe and of an snfavesry (pirit, gqui cre-
pulam olet, that fmells firong of vomit, ard drunkennc[s , and an-
cleannefs, asfome did of old, /fai. 28.8. and fuch fich i+ not
fwept wholly out of the houfe of God to thisday. But I fpare
your ears in not nameing that, with which too many pollute both
themfeclves and all beholders eyes.  If Comflantine in that Councel
would coverfuch filth with his robe, I'may w.l in this Synod
with filence s and only add with Bersard, {peaking of the great
multitudes of [candalous Clerks in his time, al'uding to that Jfai.
9.3. Mulsiplicafti gemsem, fed non msiguificati lesitism, Lord Je-
fus, by multitudes ot fuch thy rctinue is increafed, but thy Name
is no way magpified, northy people feafimcd, becaufe they bave

- not falt in themfelves, which was the firft part of cheir duty,
butnot all. )

2. For in that they are the falt of the earth, it’s required that
they fhould have {o much favosr in themfelves, as whereby they
may feafon others. ( And therefore Chryfoffom very fitly obferves
that the graces, which in the foregoing part of the Chapter he
commends to his Difciples, were fuch as were of common ufe,
by which not only we are good, but are means to make others
better: Gods Deputies, and in this like him, in being good and
doing good, P(al. 119.68. ) Oyl,not only in the Veflel, buc fo 15
to fhine forsh in the Eamp to others; Water; not only in the Ciflers
or Well, but {o as to pour forth Rivers in the fireets, as Theophylalt
rightly paraphraleth this expreflion, when he faith, a Minifter
¢ that muft be the fals of the earth, ) muft be x udvov ranios gué-
TOXGY, aM& Kl &Mas ueTxdorids &yadFTHTQ-. as Panl
fpeaks in fanother cafe, 1.Tim. 6. 17, 18, not only rich them-
felves, but {0 as to bevich: in good'works, tuueTad\6TSs Komov-
w5 ready tp diftribute, willing and able to communicate : Not
only Men, but Fatbers to beges others to God aftex their own like-
nefs: notonely living ffomes, but Builders to edify and build up
others a piritwal houfe to God: Pipes not to keep the water they
receive trom the fountain in themfelves,but to convey it to empty
Cifterns : Light in the next verfe, notonly bright in it felf, but
{o as to make others fee : Salt in chis, wt fulfi inths fimt, & etiam
alios fliant, as Calvin exprefleth ity to beas Javoury themfclves,
fo to feafon their.people. And this two wayes, bothin Jife and
deflrine 5 both fhould be edifying, both feafoning.

And




om MAT. 5. 13 449

~ And here now for both, viz. Wherein Chrift meaneth that Morali exen-
we thouldebe like falt, When he calleth us the falt of the earth, we P ‘-’;‘l’b"e‘?’"
muft not think he means in the worlt fenfe, that as fa/t makes "M';gn‘ Dot
the carth barren, {othey fhould their hearerss which yet t0o mis purisare,
many do. Its (fure ) in fome good effect and property of falr.in viresnregrira-
which he makes the comparifon;and now for it we muft not have 2 Calv. Do-
reference to what Poets in their fancies, or Philologifts in their mrs e
Hieroglyphicks, or Philofophers in their difputes, or Phyficians rum bonirase
in their receipts, or what {ome Divines in their Friar-like allufi- «dsficando,
- ons will fuggeft, that (alt in its whitche(s commends to us the Maldonat.

candour that fhould be in Minifters 5 or becaufe its made the em-

blem of Hofpitality and Love, that-therefore they fhould be lov-

ing and hofpitable 5. it durable, and thcrefore they conftant; it

obvious,which every one hath ufe of, the poog as well as the rich,

and that therefore Mimifters fhould he equally facileand loving to

all,yea to fpend themfelves for their peoples good,as the falt doth.

it felf on the meat it feafons, and almoft a fcore more of fuch

like applications,which you (hall meet with in fome Poftillers and-

other Interpreters : which playing with Allegories is only the

froth of wanton wits and vain hearts, the mifpenfe of time, and

too often the leading of us quite away from the true meaning and
, underﬂandinf of moft precious Scriptures, which, like fome win-

;*:)WS» .yield lefs light for fuch vain paintings. This be fure of,

that Chrift here, in calling his Miniftersthe falt.of the-earth here, -

did not mean all that which decp Philofophers or learned Phyfi- piinps, 3.c. ..
cians can fay falt is good for, or Poets, or Criticks could refemble '
Jalt by : but what plain  Fifber-men could under(tand, and what

in ordinary ufc falt was commonly known to be put to, and that

is tothe feafoning of things falted with it, and that is his plain

meaning, that they in their Jife and do&rine fhould be, God.

therein as it were fprinkling the whole earth and body of man--

kind, which was init {¢If a moft #nfavonry lump, with falt, to

Jeafon it with his faving knmowledge and grace, and chereby to make

1t fausxry and pleafing to himfclfand his holy Angels and to who--

ever clfe favomred the things of God. So Bmcer, and after him _

Brugenfis plainly and fimply and genuinely, and (- I conceive ) g:""m"

for the main, fully.. But yet becaufe this falt will not {o feafon ,,,,,,gf’g:;, )

finners, unlefs it withall do fomthing, which both goeth before, £vang, Cali
- accompanieth, and followcth it, I think I (hall not either firetch vin.

the Allegory, or ftrain my Texe, if I take Chrift’s meaning to

be, that his Difiples are like fals in thefc five particulars 3 in its
“biting,
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biteing , healing, cleanfing , feafoning, pref'egving nature and
quality 5 all which are in a confcionable able Minifter’s holy do-
@rine and life, and take up all from firft to laft, whichin his
difpenfations and Miniftry he is appointed to, even {o to wound,
and heal,and cleanfe,and feafon the hearts of his people, as to pre-
ferve them to immortality. '
1. Firf, falt having in it much heat and acrimony, fearcheth
and picrceth to the very midft of the fleth, (&~ fubigit totam maf-
Jam ) and if it meet witha raw wquntfi, or a putrid fore, bites
Chiyfoftom. and makes all fmare : 7370 ¥oep &Ads <pyov TS J‘éésf.vuv i, A\vzén
’ T¥s xalvss. It’s the proper work of falt, to bite and caufe
fmart 5and {o Calius obferves out of Plutarch,that ful & lens erans
- Romanis inter wévbiua,that falt and lentiles were accounted as the
bread of firrow among the Romans.
Which is the very firft bread, which the Minifter as the Steward
Arguunt pec- of God's boufe, breaks to his people, whether by reaching the
cata, O often- Loy, which more harfhly frets, or the Gopel, which more {weet-
“"”’D"‘.’ 0s ;\'4‘[_ ly wounds 5 but both are falsthat {carcheth to the very gwick ,and
f;:cb.“b,g,f: pierceth to the very heart, guovis gladio ancipiti, fharper “than any
na (S increpa- two-edged fword and fuch fwords wound both wayes, and often
#10-Zuinglius. - gre wielded with both hands, and therefore wound deeper, and
erroportes wet'not fo decp as the Word of God : that other {word may be to
oltrsnam ve- e ge - .. .
vitatis, que the dividing afunder of joints and marrow  but this of she Word,
totius pmunds only of the foml and Spirit to be ne (minds tvbuunorar, Heb. 4. 12,
prefemifima  ¢o fit as Judgeand Critick in the inward tribunal of the heart,
medicint, 04 to take cognizance of all privieft matters there. This is falt
mordere, adwu- 8
rere, &, - indeed that fearcheth far, pricks fome at the very beart more
Brentius. Lex Kindly, 4¢F. 2. 37. and ewts others to the bears, and makes them
mordicat 5[ui rage more defperatly, A8s7. 54. And no wonder, fecing it was
:;}::::’Zf fals that was applied animis erndis to raw flefh, in the one place
mines & putre- beltneared with the blood of the Propbets,and in the other yet reeke
dime peccats & ing with the blood of Chrift : And accordingly whilft the Word,
morts. Pareus. Jike (piritual Do@rine, is fpiritually delivered (for Spiris paffech,
where flefp fticketh ) our finsand Chrift's fufferings,the do@rine
of Faith and Repentance, of felf-denial and mortification, of
entting off vight bands and plucking out of right eyes ( Mark 9. 43,
to49.) isplainly and powerfully preached, and people told that
they muft be falted with fuch unpleafing falt to fleth and blood
here, or elfebe falted with fire, namely with wnguenchable flames -
Veritas amara hereafter, verf.49. This, thisisfalt, and in preaching this, Mi-
#f carns, Zuin- nifters axe falt, and good falt too, verf so. as here alfo in the

lius,
ghus Text
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Text they arefocalled, when called to exprefs Poverty of firit,
-Mowrning, McekmefJe and fuch other graces in the former verfes.
Which kind of do&rine is indeed as fretting falt to proud fleth,
invifa putrefcemti mundo, as Mufeculas exprefleth it.
And therefore no wonder, as Chryfijtom obferves, nor fhould
we be difcouraged, if in our Minifiry we find the World fret,
whillt our Word fmarts 5 it’s a fign that it mcets with raw cor-
rupt fleth, and that it's good Salt: So that at once their corrup-
tion and the integrity of our Miniftry are difcovered together;
(for if the Flefh be whole, though you (prinkle Salt on it, yet
_ it fmarts not) as Chemnitius rightly obferves, that our Saviour
having made mention of Rewilings and Perfecutions, which they
were likely to meet with, in the two foregoing Verfes, Mox fub-
jicit quafi canfam , psefcntly adds in this, Yox are the Sals of the
Eorth, asthe Canfe or Occafion of it,
And thesefore on the contrary, for this firft Particular, the
Sals hath loft bis favour, when the Preacher in his Miniltrations ,
1. Is wholly infipid, fo flat and dilute, without the leaft
devéTns, or Acrimony, or Spiric, or Strength , that it’s alto~ Znfeitid vel ins
gether not only seatblefs, but alfo to any sight Palac wholly erssd mfulfi.
Javonrlefs ¢+ The Iron fo bluns as it will not enter though it ftrike “¥™-
often, unlefs it had msore frengsh.  Such kind of frequent Teach-
ers Plutarch compares Tols Ts AGxvss we gudTisaw, (haiov Lrectp? moral..
N gt byxésaw, to fuchas fmuff the Lamp oft, but put no Oyl P&+ 336
toit, Infuch,according to the expreflion of the Text, the Salt
Meogvdy without a Trope, properly and fimply Sal infatuatus
et , the Salt is become foolifp, as the Word hignificth, in fuch 7o ;¢
foolsfy Shepberds handling of it. ,
2. When he is too afkc@ed in preaching vain Froth of carnal
Eloquence, humane Learning, Poftillers Conceits, Philofophers
bare Morality, or the Schoolmens Divinity, who ufe to make
driftatle’s Etbicks their Bible: But, Nomem boc Pbilofopborum
demonia non fugat, faid Tertullian, this name of Philofophers Apologet, eap.
difpoffeffeth not Devils, nor will any fuch Philofophizing feafon 45

Souls. The Apoftlcs,that wexe the Salr of the Earth (Paul tells II)? :f:f;:‘xé’f“ >
us) took another courfe in their Preaching, to fcafon it. [l

3. When he istoo bafe.. When for fear or favous, profit or-gy poCudév-
preferment he will claw and not bise, flatter, and dawb withres zpodiire:
untempered Morter, and with them, Ifa. 30. 10. only fpeak pla- Ty = poov-
cemtis. But what is to adulterate, may, to abjure the nature yxgav vudy
of Salt, if this be net 2 As Sugar is called the Indian Salt in good (6T

. . Rbo- Chryfoft.
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" Rbodiginus, which is indeed Colore Sal, but Sapore Mel, as
Stenchius faith : Salt only in Colowr, but Homéy in tafte 5 and yet
Sugar more like Salt, (for both cleanfe) than-thefe corrupt and
corrupting Minifters, like this Salt the Text {peaks of. Sa
infulfum eft, qui principatums amat, & qui increpare non andet, faith -
In Marc. 9. erom. He is unfavomry Salt, who, that he may have his better
ee, willapply Lenients to proud fleth, which calls for a Cor-
‘rofive. Such Trencher-Salts are too often found in Kings Courts,
and great Men’s Houfes. But God (in the Text) caft them out
of his, as moft unfavonry. Sals, if it were good, thould make
even an Emperor’s cut-tinger fmart.  Objurga montes, @ corripe
colles , Comtend with she Mountains, and let the highelt Hills
bear thy Viice, was given in charge to the Prophets, Mic. 6. 1.
And ‘the Apoftles, this Salt of the Earsh (in the Text) took the
like courfe to feafom it, 3 KoAaxhuoiles, 5J% bepqurmetoiles, &M’
twisUpoiles,not by clawing and flattering, but by pulling down of
- ﬁranf bolds, and bringing every proud shiught into Captivity, to
the obedience of Chrift, 2.Cor. 10. 4, §.
4. I'mightadd, when either too negligently carelefs, or cru-
elly pitiful, or finfully indulgents as Eli in his gentle breath,
Do nomore fo my Sons, 1Sam.2.23. Which was a Iprinkling
not of Salt, but of Swgar, acalting Oyl rather thap Water on
. the flame. When we are ‘athamed to make finners bluths and
fwoon our felves, when we fhould make others bleed , Crade-
. 1is bec mifericordia, this is cruel pity, which will rather let fuch
.tS'(::l than make them f{mart, fave the Salt, and not fave the
Offendit rari- A fanlt which is more ordinary, than the contrary extream of
s imescefflw  too much Tartnefs, (as Learned Spanbemius judicioufly obfexrves)
-}:g:}‘"‘.;““ becaufe our Saviour fpeaks only of the Salts wanting faltmefs,
;"/,',,,;Zf posims Mark 9. 50. Yet becaufe in the excefs of tharpnefsand harfh-
guamnimis  nefs all may, and fome too often do offend 5 know we, that as
acres st plur~ Qalt bites and fmarts, {0 .
i Parte3. 5. Kt cures and beals s which was the fecond Particular of the
refemblance 5 namely, that as Salt after beals what before it
Theophyladt in ade fmars, (as we often fee in a cut-finger) it having Stvacpuv
Mare.9. © quviloly i, cuvd¥TIRNY, areftringent quality, whereby it makes
':‘hcl wide-gaping Lips of the bleeding Wound clofe, and fo it
cals: . ‘
‘So alfo a Minifter, efpecially of the Gofpel, in this fhould
indeed be like Sa/t, never to makéany Wound, but with dcﬁx:
. ' an
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and indeavour to beal it; and therefore, as the Proverb wills that .
~ we thould, Salem & olewm emere, buy Oyl as well as Salt : And

Phyficians'in their ufe, are wont to joyn the one with the other : ,
And as Pliny {heweth, how Salt is helped with {weet Water; 8. 31, cap 7.
So fuch a temper, a Scribe rightly infirutied to the Kingdom of
Heaven, thould simat; that his word may be not more like Salz
to pierce and bite a corrupt Sore, than like Oyl to fink into and
fupplea wownded Confcience : Or,to keep to the comparifon of the
Text, not more like Salt for fmarting, than for bealing and
binding vp bleeding Wounds. What unmeafurable abundance of
this {uppling Oyl was powred upon our Saviour in his Miniftry,
to bind up broken bearts, 1fa. 61. 1.2 Which like that good
Samaritan, he powred into our deadly Wownds, Luke 10. 34.
And how would he have Salt and Peace, joyned in his Difciples
Miniftrations together, Mark9. 50.? which fome froward ones
would ever keep afunder. How did Peter ply thofe with Leni-
ents, whofe beartsbe bad pricked, A&s-2.37. with 38. 39,2
And how (hall you obferve (with Auftin) Paul in his Ep'?llcs; In Pfal, s01.
joyning Pasernam autboritatem, & maternum affellum, to a Fa- 67 .
ther’s authority over ftubborn wantons, the tendereft bowels of
a Mothers pity ? Thus. when we have this mb N, beal-
ing Tongue, Prov. 15. 4. We are indeed as God’s Mouth, Jer.
15, 19. This, thisis to be right Salt indeed, not more to prick
with a fenfe of fin, than to rc%re(h and beal with application of
mercy 5 as Pliny faith of Sal Terentinm, that Phyficians moft
cfteemed of it5 of which he withal faith, that it was Sxaviffi-
mus omninm atque candidifimm, of all the whiteftand {weetcft.
Oh how truly medicinal is this Oxymel, this yAvuimuegy, this
candor and fweetnefs in this Minifterial Sals, far hereby exceeding
the beft of all the natural ? For Ile carem ligat, bic confcientiam
That heals the wounds of the Flefh, this binds up the bleeding
wounds of the Soul. :

And therefore here again the Sals hath loft bis favonr, when
the Minifter in his Difpenfations is, i

1. Pitilefly carelefs : Lets the poor man bleed to death, whilft
with the Prieft and Levite, he pafieth by on the otber fide, Luke 10.
371,32, or with the chief Priefts and Elders, puts off a deadly
wounded Fudas with a 71 weds wuiks s oV ke, What is that to
us ? Look thow toit, Mat. 27. 4. Sure, if we will not, for cer-
tain God will look to it one day, and.mean while he is Paftonr

fxliue, 3 foolifh Shepbeard, that beals nos the brokem, Zech. 11,
» ’ L1l 15, 16,



454+ SERM, XXV

15,16. Andit’s Sal infaswatus, sunfavour§ Salt, that takesuo
more carc of binding up broken bearts.

2. Paflionately froward and furious, when the Spirit is fowre
and all Vineger : Only galling and fretting Sermons, Satyrs and
Inve&ives at all times 5 -but, if offended, Thunder-claps : With
thofe Sons of Thunder, will fetch Fire from Heaven at every af-
front, ‘Luke 9. 54. our Saviour tells fuch, that they kyew no
what [pirit they were of, ver. 55. Not Elias’s, as they pretended,

" much lefs of the Spirit of the Gofpel, which cane dows in the
form of a gall-lefs Dove, and would have thofe Minifters, on
whom it fits, inflruil with meeknefs, even Gain-fsyers,'2 Tim.
2.25. The wrath of Manhere never working the Righteonfiefs
of God, James 1.20. Ever inflaming the Wound rather than
healing it, and fo {prinkling on it not Salt, but Poyfon.

3+ Efpecially if he fret and gall found Fleth moft: Asthe
guife of fome is to inveigh againft the foundeft Hearts bitterlicft,
Making the bearss of the Righteons fad, whom God wonld not bave
grieved, Ezek. 13. 22. This is Carnificinams, mon Medicinam
exercere.  That which thus frets the whole skin, I muft again
fay, is not Sgltbut Poyfon.

3. Sals, thatitmay thus heal, cleanfeth; being of an abfter-
five nature.  Mordet qwidem [al, [ed purgas, faith Brentius, and
fo keeps from putrefaction s partly by its heat, and drinefs, and

Spanbemsns. acrimony, aftenuating and fpending fuperfluous Humours, and
Iwixea T o, Pliny faith, cures Dropfiess and partly by confolidating the
npix i, k. fleth, that it lie not open to corrupting Air: Therefore the nen-
i€ quvret  born Infant ufed to be falted, Ezck.16. 4. And Fericho's cor-
. oubAuxas  rupt Waters, by cafling in of Sale, though miraculoufly, yet fo

YW as in a natural way (as Vallefins ¥ (heweth) were bealed, 2 Kings
*Sacra'Philo- 2, 20,21, ’
foth-€ 34 And foitis withour Salralfo. No fsvowryMiniftry ever ci-

ther wounds in the Do&trine of Humiliation, or healeth in the
Do&rine of Jmftification and Adoption, but cleanfeth too in the
Do&rine of Mortification 5 wounds and clean{cs with the Threat
of the Law 3 whillt he tellsus, if we live after the flefpy we il
die, Rom. 8.13. And-withal, healeth and purgeth by the fweet
Promiles of the Gofpel; whilit he makes this infcrence, that if
we have fuch Promifes, of being Sons and Daughters of the Lord
Almighty, we thould cleanfe onr felves from all filthinef, 2 Cor.
6. 18. with Chap. 7. 1. as not being fitting, that thofe, which
nult fic on the Throne, fhould be grovelling on the Dung-hill.

Thus
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Thusit eatsout the very Core of the Plague-fore, the inwardeft -
luft of the heart, the original fpawn and fomesand firlt taint of
Nature, will have the Spirit favoury, words feafoned with falt,.
Coll. 4. 6. cuts off the unclean foreskin both of beart and lip. In
~ this fenfe like fals, and that with a blefing makes the earth bar- sale fapientic
ren, whilltit kills the finful weeds of our natures and hearts, as compéfecsr s»
Bede obferveth : nay herein far above all falt, foritonly prevemss ‘;:;"‘;’:‘
putrefattion, and doth not recover ity flefh already tainted will}::,,”;;’,,,,;,-
take no falt. But this Diviner Salt with Gods blefling recovers dirarem vstio-
the moft corrupt of all fleflo 5 a Mans(Jeh, a Mary Magdalene, the 7%/ germinare
bloodiet Murderer 5 the horrideft Blaphemer , the uncleaneft f;f;ﬂ” inoms
Drunkard and Lecher, that hath given bimfelf over to all lafeivionf~ ox fersdis [a-
nefle, to work all wncleannefs with greedinefs, fo filthy as you pides mbA.
would be ready to fay, Jet bim be filshy ftill, and for ever. Buc Catw.
yet, as the Proverb ufeth to fay, in fich a defperate cafe fale per- 3;:’:‘,{’:{‘:;_
unlius bic adjuvabitwr. Nor doth Ladtamtius defpair of that, but 4., Zuingl
that there is enough in this falt to make fuch a lazer found. Da Though Cbry-
mibi iracundum, &c. Give me whom you will, though as mad {i”ﬂ oms feems to
and furions,as though he were poffe(fed with a Devil, I’ tame him be:l‘z”‘)‘“;m(ﬁ;
with a word ; though as filthy, as if poffeffed withan unclean fi- meaning iss
rit, when Exorcifts fuperftitious fal¢ will do him no good, I’l with that their
this other falt cleanfe him. What admirable cures might this fals fg;s‘“k“"g of
work, ifit did not Jofe its favour 2 By this Gregory ( who might ¢ fgﬁ;ﬁ’:&d
well be fimamed Thawmaturgus ) Bithop of Neo-Cefarea coming our Chrift, -
thither ﬁndingv‘;mt feventeen Chriftians, dying left but feven- for that
teen Infidels. What other falt prevents, this cures, and then after 75 53
prevents the like corruption iva wih yewnowan TS &TEAEUTHTYSS noc-r‘:eeafmc
oncSAmmas * that in fuch feafoned flefh,or fpirits rather,fuch worms ye;yove.
may never breed that will wever die. , * Chryfof,
And therefore here again the falt hath lof bis favoxr, when in
matter of Dolrine and Carriage putredinem non impedis, fed provo-
cat, it doth not hinder, but rather provoke corruption in both.
1. Suffers worms and vermine to breed in Dodirine, and lets it
be corrupted 5 in Manners, and letsit be winked at, hath loft
that acrimony of falt, that energy of the Spirit, ( as Bezas ex-
" poundsit ) which might oppofe againft fuch corrsptions. Such
the Scripture calls dumb Dogs that cannot bark, Ifa. 56. 10. not
falt, orfure fuch as hath lof its faltnefs, for elfe it would not en- .
dure fuchtaint and rottennefs.  Although in nature they fay fals Plut. Symp.
water doth not wath fo wellas fl‘.vleit, yetin a way of grace and L1.9.9.
2 a
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‘a gracious Miniftry, we fee whereit comes, it is very abfterfioe
and cleanfing. )

2. Efpecially if they be fuchasbreed vermine in both, whillt
they finfully corrupt both 5 the favoury Do&rine of God’s Truth
with Errorsand Herefics, which they broach or maintain 3 and
the hely Way of God with ungodly practifes which they counte-
nance and juflify 5 there being never fuch abominable Herefies
and Dodirines of Devils, which they had not Chaplains enow to
propugne 5 nor any {o defperate and loathfome practices, which
have wanted fome Clergy men todcfend them s Korah, Rebel-
lion 5 The Pope, King-killing > his Valentia Idolatry 3 acutely to
diftinguifh and to affirm that feme Idolatries are not abominable,
becaufe the Apoftle givesthat Epithetof abominable indeed to
themall; and his Cardinal,even Sodomy it fcIf, whichat leaft his
Humanity might have blufbed at, when his Scarlet could not.How
often do fome pipe to their great Mafter’s dance, and their fong
is an wnifon to others lufts, that they may glut themfelves there-
with with more mirth and fecurity.  But if this be to be clean-
fing falt, Iknow not what is to be poyfon.

4. Butin the fourth. place ( and that which I {aid our Saviour

én vemsricwlo  chiefly intends.) Salt hath a fpecial feafoning quality, whereby

corrumpantsy

prius quim

as it prevents corruption ( it prevents ill faxour to the finell ) ;

concoguawtur, 10 it makes meats {o feafoned favowry to the tafte, and more

. & vemtricsls
ealorem exci-
s#¢. Chemn.

LN

wholfom to the whole body, as he exprefleth it THs Tacqis T
avayneiov W3 ot and therefore by Plutarch called 75 3o

odov i, #dvoue, the Sauce ofall our food, and of all the plea-
fingeft,by Humanifts called even xdess [ Col. 4. 6.7] quafi guar-

twapuogiay 42 gratiarum 5 and which therefore the Egyptian Pricfts,that were

1

TH TeoQ*
Tegs THY
épes .

- fevere in their Asketicky, abftained from s {o that for our ufe of it,
what Jight is to-colomr, that Salt is to favour, neither without ci-
ther delightful. Pluz. Sympos, lib. 4. cap. 4. nay not only fo,

Plut, Probl, 1. but as Fotham in his parable {aid of Oyl, that by it they bowowr
Cibos infipsdos both God.and Man, Judg. 9. 9. And {0 Conditura incenfi appelle-

reddss gratos
& nutrstios. .
Paeus.. -

tionem babet a fale, Exod. 30.35. ( Chemnit.) fo.falt by Plat
in his. Timeum is called. ocoiAes oGua, Deo amicuns corpus 5 fo
pleafing to God, asthatno fucrifice withowt falt to him was fz-
vonry, Levit. 2.13. from whence ( the Devil being God’s Ape)
amonglt the Heathens it grew into cuftom, that uslla facra confici-

lib, 31. cap. 7. #ntwr fine mold [alf&, that Sals was alwayes in their Sacrifices alfo,

as Pliny witnefleth.

~

And









