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HEAVEN AND HELL EPITOMISED.

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.—Pair. i, 21

CHAPTER L
The division of the chapter, and interpretation of the text.

IT is a memorable observation of that Christian heathen, as he hath
been sometimes called, that the two great lessons which every man
hath to learn in the whole time of his life, are, how to live, and how

|to die;! how to live virtuously, and how to die valiantly. These

two weighty questions are clearly and fully answered in this
text. It declareth and delivereth such directions about life as could
never be learned in the school of nature, improved to the utmost.
It prepareth and provideth such a cordial against death as could
never be extracted out of all the creatures distilled together. And
indeed herein the excellency of the Christian religion appeareth
above all religions in the world. None enjoineth such pious pre-
tepts, none subjoineth such precious promises, none sets the soul
bout so noble a work, none satisfieth it with such an ample
reward,
The scope of the apostle in this epistle is, first, To confirm the
Philippians in the faith of Christ, against the scandal of the CToss ;
wd, secondly, To exhort them to such godliness as might be
uswerable to the gospel.

In this first chapter, Paul encourageth them greatly to be con-
tant in Christianity.

1 Vivere tota vita discendum est, et quod magis fortasse miraberis, tota vita
iscendum est mori.—Sen. ad Paulin, cap, 7.
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