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Tothe Reader.

(QodReader thisTrea-
tife begs the favour
NeSs oftho{e concerning
Whom elpecially 1 itis faid Chuill
came for, poore trembling fin-{
fers the blmd the prifoners of
hope,&fuch who by the alfidui

ty,ltelatlon and multitude ot Sa-
 cams dilcouragements &tempta

tions,fitasit were in darknes,& |
‘tn the valley of death, to whom
every fowre thingisiwect. Be.
caule thefe moftof all relifh and

ftand in need of mercy:for wlen
A 3 the




To the Readers

the leaft flame of that unfup-
portable wrath, breakes forthin}:
(hew, which is powred out like
fire,and kind'ed by the breath
ofthe L.ord of Hoftes like a ri-
ver of brimftone, which can
make the mountaines quake,
thehils melt, burne up the carth
and all that s therein, the poore
foule for the time thinking on
nothing but blackenefle and
darkenefle of tempeft, whilft
by paft finnes, without fight of]
the Mediator ftares themn the
face with millions of uncon-
ceiveable horrors and aftonifh-
ments ; thento feelightin dark-
nefle, Mercy in wrath,the Sun-
fhine of righteoufnefle, agrati-
ous God appeafed by a Media-
tor, with fome fight and fenfe of

1ts




Tothe Reader.

its intereft therin, thismuft needs
overjoy ' the troubled foule:
which is the maine fubjet of
this booke : how gratious (od
15 to encourage miferable fin-
ners to returne: what incou-
'ragements and helps hee gives
'them : wharteffecs his gratious
'working hath 1n them: and

‘how fweetly chey clofe with|

,[him againe. VV herefore though
'this mefle comes not unto thee
fetforch in a Lordly difh, not
‘Jhaving pafled fince the preach-
Ing thereof, under the exqui.
fite hand of the moft worthy
' Author, yetdefpife it not: for
‘many times though things of
greater judgement affect the
underftanding moft, yet things
of lefler concifenefle, worke

| A 4 more
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To the Reader.

more upon the affections in al

plaine flowing way: which hap.
pinefle with all other felicities
he witheth thee,whoisever

Thine inthe beff bonds




3, fied,pag.2.

The pespleof God are ex-
horted torepentance by many
motives, Pag.s. 3

Gods anfwer totheir petiti-

< X ons,pag.4.
God comes not [uddenly wpon his children, but
gives them warsing,pag.6.

Whicharifesh fromthe goodne[Je of his atnre,
pag.7.

Spirituall meanes beft for preventing judgments,
2

Inreturning to Godtheremu(t be a ffop,pag.3.

Humiliation whas 1t 15,pag.9.

Refolution what it is,pag.9.

Hew to know thetruthof onr Humiliation, pag.
| 10.
Where there is a falling into finne there will be
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The Conteuts.
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afalling into mifery,pag 12, &c. ,

God s willing to be at peace with us,pag.16.

15 all our dz’ﬂrgﬂé: we muft cometo Godin praier,
Pag.17,1 8, &c. :

Why we muft bring words with ws though God
knewes our mind,pag 22.

That words andpurpofes muft concarrein prayer,
ag. 23-

; gCon;’ef]im bowit is to be made, pag. 24,

Why all iniquity és to be praid againft,pag.2s.
The sryall of afound defire,pag.2 6.

CAHMcercy begged above all,pag. 27,

Whether we ought not to thinke of our former fins,
pag-28.

How we may know our fiunes are forgiven, pag.
29,&¢.
The mifery of thofe that have not their fimnes for-

given,pag.3z2.
Gods favours are compleate 10 bis childyen, pag.
¥ The loadftone of the foule 15 &o0d,pag.3a,&c.

Fowwe may know blefSings come from the lyye
of God,pag.37,38,&c. ‘

The ufe of vowes, pag.4.2,8&c.of 4 broken beart,
Pig-45,%c :

Whas the (acrifice of praife #,pa2.48.49.

Why lips are mentioned for praife,pag.jo.

Helps to praife God,pag.s1,52,

Doubring kils thankefulne 6pag.s3.
Affurance is the nurfe of tﬁgrk[giwng, pag.s4.

et

| we [howld: ake advantage of our difpefitions, pa.
1 59. .

Imatngemems




The Contents.

Inconragementsto praifeGod,pag, 60, &c.
How to know when praife is accepted,pag.63.
Reformation wuft bejoyned with lfrdj er,pag.66.
True repentance ssofthe particular fin, pag, 67,
68,&c.
Thecreature cannot helpe of it felfe,pag.7:,8c.
We are nos to place our confidence in forces at home
or abroad,pag.77.
Warre is lawfall, pag.78,79.
How we [hall know when we exceedin confidence
inthe ereature,pag.8c,81.
Boaftirg is Idolasry,pag.82,93.
Thedanger of carnall confidence,pag. 84.
The emptine(fe of the creatwre,pag,85,&c,
<Men naturally prone to Idolatry, Pag. 92,93,
&e.
Bittcyneffe of finme canfeth yepentance,pag. 99,
100,101,
Onr aff1ance oﬂgbt not 40 be upon the creature
but upon God,pag. 102.
What Religion is,pag.103,104.
Why the world-hates Chriftians,pag. 105.
Alercy amoft [weet 0bject,pag. 106, 107,80y
Why God [beswes mercy tothe difireffed.pag. 11 c,
111,&c.
WerldiinefSe to be hated,pag.115, 116 &c.
How toretors Satans pollicy i ouy extreamity,
pag.119,
Where God givves & [périt of prayer bewill anfwer,
pag.126,127.
Why we fhould come before God in prayer,pag,
128,129,

“ That
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The Contents. |

That Gods Church and Children are prone to
backe(liding, pag.131,8¢. ~

Ho/zlv jb:zg/l gzﬁmm we are fickeof this,pag.134,
&c. “ 49
Repentance not 0 be delayed,pag.139.
VW ant of convt ctionmakesiss carelefSe, pag. 150,
151,152, ; )
Ged is willing to [ave 15,pag 143, &Cs
The [copeof the new Covenant,pag.149.
Thegreateft finne is todeny Godthe glory of his
Mercy,pag.-150.
A ninconragement to fearch onr fins decpely,

pag.151, &c. . .
How toknow God hath pardonedonr fins,pag.156 |
J |

1157,158.

Whycarnallmenare [0 quiet,pag.159. |
How to know the pardon of fin,pag.160.
Why Ged [ ffcrs sufirmities,pag, 161,&C.
Why the finle muft be humbled,pag. 65.
How God loves freely,pag.172,173,&¢C.
Godsanger againfl finne, pag. 183,184, &c.
Repentanceturnes away Gods anger, pag. 188,
189.&¢.
How anger felt may be remosved,pag193.
How toknow affliétions are not 1n wrath though
continucd,pagl95,19¢,197. = -
That Godhathafalve for every [orer, pag.

202.

Geds love is 4 fruitfull love pag.205,206.

Why Gods grace is compareduntothe Dew, pag,
207.

Grace comes infenfibly andinvifibly,pag. 209.
210,&0c. How
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How o come to have graceto  [anchific and alter

 |owrnatwre,pag.21 8 s LAY

o Chriftians grow like Lillies,pag. 219,220.

"h The firft [pring ofthe Gofpell was [peedse, pag.
g 2 2 I . .

¥ k Water every yeareturnedintowine,pag.22a.

I

Of s necefSity in growth,pag.22 4.
We mnfF claime the promifes;pag. 225.
Whence comes the [Fability of Gods childyen, pag,

1227,228,229. :
| Why Gods children are mot comfortable, pag.
230,231,&C.
& How tobe yootedin grace,pag.237.
l
|

vV emnft labour toknow the promifes, pag.239.

Why Chriftians feare their eftate 15 not good,pag.
(241,242,243, . |
| The benefit of fraitfulnefle,pcg.25 6,257, &¢.
| The Church yeelds a [badow,p2g.264,265,8c.

The famsily the better for agood goverdour, pag,
271,272,&¢C.

Godschildren fball yevive as corne, prg. 279,
1280,281. ‘ _
‘ Chriftians comparedtothe Vine in frutfulnefic,
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!
|
i

peg-283,284,&¢. |
V¥ hy Chriflians fend forth fo fveet a fent, pog. |
1292,293,&C.
| A fruitfull convo [ution wery [avenry,pag
! Tty o ‘Ml%eij a7 fﬁy;Pub.297,
P‘ 298;&(:0 - |
True renourcing of finne muft be wish indignasiz
0n,p?g.307. *
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| The fonles aime pag.30°53¢9.
\ Vvee muft nor oncly leavefinse ont loath finse, \
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pg-310,31 1,312, &ec. i '
Limitation for exprefiing our hatred to finne
pag.317,318,&¢. i
How wemay cometobate finne,pag.321,&c. |
The confiderationof what we are and éépe to be_ {
will keepe us in good temper,pag.32 8. ;
Of1delatry,pag.333. !
The reafons of Ephraims batred of Idolatry,pa.
334-335,%&c. i .
The dolatry of Chriftians, 344 ,&c.
The [cape of the new covenant,p3g.355, &c.
Corporall and [pirituall adultery,pag.359.
VVhy we mnft not haveany ware to doe wish I.
a’als,pag.;éé, 367.
Helpstobate fixne,pag.368,369,&c.
* Nothing loft by renouncing Idolatry,p. 373, &c. |

1 387,&c.

Newer better witha Chriftian then whenbe bath
renounced all wicked cowres,pag,378.579. :
How God fees the afftictions of hes children, pag. |
380,381,&¢. |
The maft comfortable creamre in the exceffe
harmefull,pag.3 85. !
Renouncing Idolatry brings protection,pag.586, !
VVeare [ubjecito fcorchings here,pag.391. i
Thewsifery of thofethat have ot God for a [ha- |
dow,pag,392,393, &c. - |
Erom man comes nothing that is good,p.4.03,&c. &

i

VVy fome have more grace themothers,pa. 408. ‘
409,&c. 3
| wAganfl furare feares, pag.416,417,&¢c. |
i There are bus fewtruly wife,pag.426,427, &C. |
Vvorldly'
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vVorldly wifedome what it is, pag. 432, 433.
True wifdome carvies mentoGods word,pa. 4,5.
Gods wayes 10 ws,peg.441,8c.
7 heword of the Lord perfect, pag. 445, 446,
7.
44T he beft way to aright end is to take in Gods
waies,Pag.448, 449.
V'V ho be 15t mer,pag.450,45 1,8c.
The dispofition of juf men,pag.457, 458,459.
M en muft have [pivituall life before they can
walke,pag.461,462,&c.
Helps to walke,pag.467,468,&¢c.
vvhy we fbould walkein Gods wayes.pag. 472,

473, &e.
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SERMON. L

Ho s.14. 1,2,

5

O Ifracl, Returneunto the Loydthy God : Forthou
haft fallen by thine iniquity.

Take with you words, andturne tothe Lovd,[ay wnto
him.take away all iniquity,&c.

(’A‘G@HE whole frame of Gedls.
| neffeis aMyfterie, The A-
poftle calleth it, 4 gres
Y, <Myfterie, comprehending
y allunder thele particulars:

) God was manifefted in the
flefh, Witified 1 the Spirit,

| Seene of u!ngel: Preachedunto the Gentiles : Be-

leeved on in the world veceived up 1nto Glory.
Amongft

Ssx. I,




e

szxiL’
NSy

!

|

i At —asotes.

The Returning Baokﬂidr :
Amongft which <ALy feries, this may well be

| the ety fterieof <Myfreries 5 God w s manife(t

in the flefb: which includeth alfo another 7y-
fleries The Gratiofuelle and abundint sender
Mercy of God towards miferable wretched and
finnefull Creatures, even in the height of their
Rebellion ; appointing fuch aremedy to heale
them; which is the fubjet of this Chapzer, and
laft pait of this Prophecic: which, asitthun-
ders ot terrible Judgentents againft hardhea-
ted impenitent finners: (fuch as were the moft
par~of Ifrael ) {oisitmingled full of many and
{fweet Confolations to the faithfull in thofe
times, fcottered amongft the wicked troup of
Idolatersthen living.

Thetime when Hofea prophecied was under

| the Reigne of 7zziab, Iothan, «.4ha3, and Hp-

Xekiah Kings of Indah : and in the daycs of Zers.
boam, the fonne of Toafh, King of Ifrael » In
whofe daies Idolatry wasfirft univerfally fet up
and countenanced by. Regall power; This ze.
robeam (who czwjédlﬁael to finne) that he might

ftrengthen himfelfe, made uvfe of Religion and
profanely mixed it with his civill affaires in car.

inall pollicie, and {o leavened the whole lum
{of Zfrael with Idolatry, that thortly after the

whole ten. Tribes for their fin, and their in.
juttice, cruelty, luft, fecuritie, and fuch other
fins as accompanied, and {prang from thisbru- |
tith dolatry, were led away captiveby the King

| made manifeft uponthem, . o At 1h e

of Affyria, and the Loj ds righteous Judgement

B A 2
There




The Rerurning Back(lider.

There being notwithftanding amongft thefe
fome faithfull ones though thinly feattered, |-

who mourned for, and by theirgood examples
reproved thefe abhominable courfes. There
being alfoa feed ofthe Ele& unconverted, and
of the converted fome thatwere carried down
too farrin the ftrength ofthis ftreame of wicked-
neffe. In:his Chapter thereforebeing the con-
clufion of this Prophefie thereare many excel-
tent and heavenly incouragements, alfo many
carneft incitements to repentauce and returning
to the Lord,with free and gratious promi{c not
only of pardon and acceprance, but of great
rewards in things fpirituall and temporall to
fuchas fhould thus returne.

0 Ifracl, Retwrne urfo the Lotd thy God, for

thou haft fallen by thineiniquity .

T ake with you words,and tnrneto the Lord,fay unte
bim, Take away alliniquity,&c.
In this Chapter.

1. Wee have an Exhortation to Repentance,
with the Matives enforcing the fame. [ 0
Ifracl, Returne nnto the Lordthy God.] V.1.

2. The Forme [ Take withyon words, and [ay
gato the Lord,cre.] Ver.z2.

3. A Keftipulation, what they fhould doe and

- Returne backe againe, having their Prayers
gratted. 1.Thankefgiving [ Sowill weren-
der the Calves of owr lps. ] 2 .Sosnd Reforma-
tion of their beloved {in, )4 bur [hall not fave
15,8, Jwiththe Reafon thereof, [ For' in thee
ihe Fatherleffe findeth < zercy,Ver.3.

B 4. Gods

Serm. I,
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. The Retursing Back(lider:

'S;an-_M. I.

. Gods anfwer to their Petitions, 1. In what
" Hee will doe for them. [ Heale their backyl.
aing, Love them freely : and be 1 the Doy
#nto Ifrael] with the Reafonthereof, [ For
mine Anger is turned away from him ] V7, 4.
2. What hee willworkeinthem: (s pro.
portienable (peedse growth in height, bred:h
anddepth: [He fhall grow as the Lillie, 4nq
caft forthhis reotes as Lebason,&e.] Which
Mercy is further amplified ; by a blefiing.
powred our alfe upon their Familjes, L They.
that, dwell under bis fhadow [hall retnrne,’]
Verle.5.6,7. : " s
5. Thereis {et downe a further effe@ of this
Repentance, and gratious worke in them:
1 A found and frong well rooted Indignai.
on againft their former darling finnes [E-
phraim [ball [ay, what haver Ay more 1o doe
with Idols? ] Backt witha firong Confolation.
U7 bave beard him, and obferved him,&e.]

Verfe.8. :

6. The divers Event aad Ifftie ofthis Gods
fo gratious dealing is fhewed :  boh in
the godly and Wicked, 1. The Wife and Pru-
dent, underftand and know, that the wayes of|
the Lord are right, and (hall walke in them,

But 2. [The tranfgreffors fhall fall therein ]
Ver.o. 3
O Ifracl, Returne unto the Lerd thy God : for
thow haft fallen by thine Iniquity.
Every word hath his waighe, and in 2 magner
18an Argument to inforce this Retnrning.

N (4

0
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The Returning Back(lider.

: 0 Ifrael!

Ifrael we know is a word of Covenant: Zacsb
was Ifracl, a Prince and wreftler with God, ( as
they alfo oughtto be) Therefore he enforceth,

oualfo ought to Rezurne,becaule youare Ifrael.,
Ard 2. It wasalfo an Incouragement for them to
Returne, becaufe God fo ackaowledgeth them
to be Ifracl : and will be gratious unto them,
thoughthey were fuch hideous finners.

Returne (faich he) wnto the Lord Iehovab,who
is the chicfe good ; for when a man retyrneth
to the creature, which is a particular change-
able good unfatisfying the foule, he isrettlefle
ftill untill hee come unto Iehovah, who is the
all-fufficient univerfall good, whofillsand fills
1the foule abundantly : thercfore, Returne to
him who is the fountaine of all good, and giveth
abecing unto all chings: and notto broken Ci-

ernes.  Hee is Ichovah, like himfelfe and
changeth not, Andthen Heisthy God. There-
fore Retnrnevo him whois thy Godin Covenant,
who will make good his gratious Covenant
unto thee, and did choofe thee to be b people,
before all the nations of the world; thisthereforeis
alfo an Incouragement to Returne. And then

Thon haft fallen by thine Iniquity.

Thereforebecaufe thou art fallen bychy Ini-
quities, and thine own Inventions have brought
' thefe miferies uponthee, and none but God can
helpethec out of thefe miferies, feeing he only
can, and is willing to forgive thy (innes, and
revive thee : Therefore, '

B2 0!

Serm. I,

Jerem.2,x30




" The Returuing Backflder:

Exod, 1 1.1,

Amos. 4.12,
Mat.23,37,

'

6
Serm. L | 0 Ifrael, Retwruenntothe Lord thy Ged.: for thou
T | baft fallen by thine iniguity. - -
t  Now in that hee forewarneth them of the
fearefull Judgements to come, which wete to
| fall upon them, unlefic they were prevented by
' true Repentance s hence in generall it is to be
obferved;
0bferv. That God comes nos s a fuddaive frorme upon

| bis_peaple, bur gives them warning before "hee
| fmites them.

Becanfe the ary of Sodomse and Gomorrah is greas,

downe now and [ee whether they have done altgge-

«Arke of Noab[o long inbuilding, bu: to give
warniag to that finnetull age, which were no.
thing bettered by it. The like we have of Pla-
reah, and all the Egyptians who had fo many

fructioncame, Thus God dealtin Aumos: Ther-
fore thus will 1doeuntothee ; and becanfe T will doe
this unto thee 5 Prepare to mect thy God 0 Ifraell,
O Hierufalem, Hiernfalem ((aich Chrift) thou that
killeft the Prophets, and froneft thens which are fent
unto thee; how often wosld I have gathered by
children together : even as 4 Henpe gathereth the.
¢hickens under ber wings and yewonld ot 2 What
nced wee ftand upoa proofes¢ are not all
(the Threatnings of Scripture, as fo many

. warning

This isverified in Scripture: whenthe crie of
Gen18.20,21 Sodorhie and Gomerrahwasgrear, The Lord [iid,

| and becanfe their finne 15 very gricvous : I will goe |

ther according to the crie ofit which is come unto e |-
andifnt, I will know. And wherefore wasthe ‘

warnings and miracles fhewed beforetheir de- |




The Retwrwing Backflider.

warning peeces of approaching Judgements.

TheReafon hereofis, Hisowne nature, he is
God of long (uffering, he made theworld infix
dayes; yet hath continued it fix thoufand yeares,
notwithftanding the many finnes and provoca-
tions thereof, His mercies being ovey all hrs works.,

And pauly, from a fpecinll regard to his own
dearechildren, thefc terrible threatnings not be-
ing killing and wounding ,but like Jorathans war-
ning Arrowes,who though he fher, yetment no
l'other harme to Dawid,fave to forewarne him of |
"harme. o |

Let ustherefore obferve Gods gratiousand V.

' milde dealing in fo much mercy, who givethus
fo many warnings by his fervants, and lefler
judgements,which we have had amongft us; Let
us take notice and believe, fo as beliefe may
ftirre up feare, and feare may provoke care, and |
care ftirre up indeavours, to provide vsan Arke
even 2 hiding place betimes before winterand |
worfe times comeupon us.

Hence iffueth another generall Point: Thar
_ The beft provifion for preventing of deftruétion
# (pirituall meanes.

God him{tlfeis a Spirit;and {pirituall means
reach uate hini, who is the firft moverof the'
great wheele of all theaffaires of this world : It |
is prepofterous to beginne at the fecond caufe, |
we trouble our felves in vaine there, when we
neglect thefirft.  Wee fhould therefore begin
the worke in Heaven, and firft of all, take up |
that quarrell which is betweene God ard owr |

: B3 foules '

7
Serm. I,

Rmﬁn.x.
Exod.34.6,

Plal 145..
2.

1 Sanngzo.

obfery.

-
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‘{ In Returning,

5. There muft

' be a fEap.

T The Retwrning Backflider:

ISzru. I foules: If this be done firft,we need not feare the

Rom...5. | carriageof fecond things, all which God out of

" | his good. providence, and gratious care will
frametoworke forgood to his: for whofe fakes v

a-4.5- (rather then helpe fhould faile ) he will create

new helpes. Wherefore inall things it isbeft to

beginne with God.
The third generall point, isthis: Thae
0bferv. Of all Spirituall meanes, the beft is to returnmeto

the Lord,

Inthis Returning,1.There muft be 4 flop + thofe
wha; have run on inevill waies, muft firft fio
their lewd courfes, for naturally from our birch
and childhood wee are pofting on to Hell 5 and

| yet fuch is our madnefle, (unleflethe Spirit of

| God fhew usour felves ) tobe angry with thefe

‘| who ftand in our way.

To make this ffop then ( which is alwayes be-
fore Resmrning)” 1. There muft be Examination
'and Confideration whether our wayes tend:
'there be ftopping Confiderations, which both
 wakena man, and likewife put rubs in his way.,

If a man upon Examination find his waies dif-
pleafing unto God, difagreeing from the Rule,
and ¢onfider what will be the end and iffye of
them, ( nothing but death and damnation) and
withall confider of the day of Judgement, the
houre of Death, the all-fecing eye of God
and the like. Sothe Confideration of a mans
owne wayes, and of Gods wayes towards him,
partly when God mectes him with goodnefle :
Lhave hitherto beene avile wrekch s and God hath

beewe
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beene good 1o me, and [paredme : and partly when
God ftops a wicked mans waies with thornes,
meetes him with croffes and affli@ions ,
thefe will worke upon an ingenious Ipirit to
make him have better thoughts and deeper con-
fiderations of true happinefle and the way
unto it. God puts into the heart of a man
| ( whom he intends tofave) ferions and fad con-
| fiderations, what eftate hee is in, whither his
:courfc leads; and withall hee lets them fecle

| fome difpleafure of his towards them in thofle

! waies, by his wayes towardsthem, whereupon
they make a ftop.

' 2. There muft be Huwmiliation, with difplea-
| Jure againft our felves, judging andtaking revenge
ofour felves, working and refletting on our hearts,
taking fhame to our felves, forour wayesand
courfes. And withall, there muft concurre fome
hape ofmercy : for,{o long asthere is hue and crie
(as we fay)after a Traitor, he returnes not, but
flyes ftill and hafts away 5 but offer a pardon,and
hereturneth.  So,unleffe there be hope of par-
donto draw a man againeto God,asthe Prodigall
was moved to Returse by hope of mercy and fa-
vour from his father, we will not, we darenot |
elfe Returne. ,

3. There muft be a Refolution to overceme
impediments, for when aman thinks or refolves
to turne to God, Satan will ftirre up all hisin-
ftruments, and labour to kill Chriftin his Infan-
cie, and to quench good while it is in the pur-

Serm. L.

pefconly, the Dragon ftood watching for the
: B 4 Birth

9

2.Humiliation.

Luk.13,

3.Refolution.
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'Serm. I Birth of the Childe fo dod} Satan obfervethe
T |birth ofevery good refolution and purpofe fo
farre as he canknow them to deftroy them.
1 Ve ~ Let it be thought of by us inall our diftrefles,
i and in whatfoever other evidences of Gods an-
'f ger, whether this meanes have bin taken upby
vs. It will be thusknowne.
1. | 1. Turning isachange of the pofture of the
‘  body, fo is this of the frame of the mind, by
this we know amanis in a ftate of turiing, the
looke of his Intentions, Purpofes, the whole
bent‘of his foule is fet another way, even upen
God, and his Word is the ftarre of Direon
towards which he bends all his thoughs.
2. 2.His prefent actions alfobe contrary 10 his former -
Thae is 4 Ithere is not only a change of the difpofition of
e of 4 his foule : Behold all things are become wew. Nop
fome things but all, not only #ew, bur with 2
'2 Cor,5.17. | Bebold new. This change undoubtedly fheweth
‘f that thereis a true converfionand unfained.
30 3. By our affociation, hethatturnesto God.
By our offvsia- turnes prefently s the company of Gods peaple : to-
tion. gether with the change of his nature and cousfe
oflife, thereisa change of company, that is of
Wi fuch as we make choice of for amity and friend-
thip; other company by reafon of our cailings,|
and occafionally may be frequented, -+~ - |
| 4. Itisafigne thatone is not only Turmed, buz
| hath gone backwards from finge 2 grea: way, |

' when the things of Heaven only are great things

\in-his eyes,for, as the finther 2 man goeth from
i aplace, the lefferthe things behind him feeme,

e g 8 _a

, —
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fo thegreaterthethings before, hebeing neerer Seum. ]
to them. The more {ublime and high thoughts
2 man hath of the wayes of God,andthe meaner
thoughts of the world and worldly mateers he
efteemed fo highly of iathe dayes of his vanity:
the more heis Twrned unto God.

This Retwrning is further.inforeed, faying,
Returne,unto the Lordthy God. ‘

Itis very emphaticall and fignificant in the
Oviginall, returne [ #fqut ad Iehovam ] even to
Tehovab, as though he fhould fay, donot only
beginne to Returne towards Iehovah - %ut o
Returne, as yow never ctafe comming till yon come
to Iehovah.

Ewen unto the Lord thy God.

1t is not enough tomake a flop and forbeare the | 0bferv,
pracfifing of onr former finnes : bur we muft come
;bome, ewen wnto the Lord onr God, to be pardoned
and healed of him.

The Prodigall fonne, had beene never awhit [Luk.s.
| the better, tofee hisfiane and mifery, andto be
| grieved for his wicked life paft, unlefle he
nid come unto his father for Pardonand Coxs-
ors.  And when thofe were pricked in their
hearts at Peters Scrmon, asking Perer whatthey (A& 38.
fhould do ¢ hee exhorted them, To Repent,
every oneto be Baptifedin she name of Iefns Chrift,
for the RemifSiontyfinres : andfothey fould receive
the Holy Ghoff. ~And when Chrift invites all
thofe who are weary and heavy laden to comeunto (Mt 18
him 5 he bids them not now be forrber humbled
and grieved for their finnes: but by Faith to

come

R

}
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0bferv.

Gen.49.4.

Ssxum. L. [come unto him to be healed, and fothey fhould

find reft and peace totheir foules. It is not {uf-
ficient for a wounded man to_be forty for his
brawling and fighting, and to fay he will fighe
no more: but he muft come tothe Surgeonto
have his wounds fiopt, dreffed and healed, or
clfe itmay coft him his life: Soitis not enough
to behumbled and grieved for fin;and to refolve
againft it:we fhall relapfeagaincdo what we can,
unlefle we come under the wing of Chrift tobe
healed by hisbloed.

Marly think they have repented and aredecei-
ved uponthis falfe ground:they are and have bin
grieved for their f{ins and offences, are deter-
minedto leave and forfakethem, and thatisall
they do,they never lay hold on Chriftand come
heme to God. ~

Forthon baft fallen by thine Iuiquity.

Here divers points might be infiftedon,

1.That where there is a falling into finne, there
will be afalling into miferie andjundgement,

This is made geod in the experience of all
times,ages,perfons, and ftates; ftill the more fin-
full any were,the more fearefull judgements fell
upon them:and as foone as any man came intoa
finfull ftate, he enteredinto a declining ftate, as
Issob faid of his {fonne Resben who had defiled
hisbed : unffable 2s water, Thou [balt not excell;
becaufe thoy wenteft up tathy fathers bed. So finne
ftilldebafeth aman : fo much fin, fo much loffe
of excellencie.

The Ufe hercof is firft againft thofe, that

complaine
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complaine of their troubles and miferies, as
though God and men had dealt hardly with
them, whereas their owne wayes indeed have
brought all thefe evills vpon them, God isa
fufficient wife and holy difpofer and orderer of
all the wayes of men; and rewarder of good
and evill doings; God being wife and jult in
his difpofing of all things, it muft needs follow,
that it thall goe wellwith thofe thatare good 5
asthe Prophet{peakes 5 Say unto thejuft, that it
fball be well with them for the reward of their
warkes [bell be given them. And if it fall ougother.
wayes then well with men, the blame muft be
laid on their owne finne.  As the Church con-
fefleth, and therefore refolveth : 7 will beare
the indignation of the Lord, becanfe 1 have finned
againft hin: 5 untill hepleadmy canfe, and execute
judgement for me : he will bring me forth in the
| light 5 and 1 [hall fee his Righteonfneffe. 1f Adam
| finne he #hall find a Hell in a Paradice, if Paw/
| returne and returne to God he fhall find a Hea-
' ven in a Dungeon.

| It fhould move us therefore to feeke unto God
by wnfiined Repentance to have our finnes taken
.away and pardoned, or elfe, howloever wee
may change our plagues ; yet they fhall
not be taken away, nay wee fhall ftill (like
Pharoah ) change for the worft, who though
he had his judgements changed : yet finne, the
caufe remaining, he was nevera whit the betrer,
bur. the worfe for changing, untill his finall
ruine came.

1

i3
Serm. I,

V}e.;.

Lam 3 39,

Micah.7,9.

Ve,
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Serm.l.

Rom 6,33.

Vfe.3.

13.

The wages of finne is Death, Sinne will crie
till it hath its wages.  Where Iniguity i, there
cannor bt be falling intojudzement, Therefore
they are cruell vo their owne foules, that walke
in evill wayes, for undoubtedly God will
turne their owne wayes upon their owne heads.
Wee fhould not therefore envie any man ( be
hee what he will) who goeth onin ill courfes,
{ecing fome judgement is owning him firft or
laft, unleffe he flop the current of Gods wrath
by Repentance.  God in muchmercy hath fet
up a Gourtin our hearts to this end, thatifwe
judge our felves in this inferiour Court, we may
cfcape, and not be brought vp into the higher:

otherwife, if wee by Repentance take not up

| the matter, finne muft be judged fome where,

cither in the Tribunall of the heart and. con-
fcience, or elfe afterwards there muft be a
reckoning forit.

Thirdly, hence we learne; fince the caufe
of every mans miferie is his owne firne; tha
therefore all the power of the world, and of Hell,
cannot keepe a man in mifivie, oy hinder bim
froms consfirs and happinefe, if be will pars with his
\finnes bytrue andunfained Repentance, as we know

2 Chro.33.12, M anaffes, as foone as he putaway fintheé Lord

had mercy vponhim, andcurned his captivity.
Sothe people of Iffasll in the Indges, looke how
often they were humbled and returned to Gad,
ftill he forgave them all their fins, as foonlc as

they

if firft they be judged rightly in the inferiour |.
Court, then there needs no review. But!|

Lw2
.t
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they pucaway finne, God and they met againe.
So that, if we come to Chrift by true Repen-
tance, neither finne nor punifhment can cleave

to us. :
Thow baft fallen,&c.

- Fallen blindly as it were, thou couldeft not

| fee which way thou wenteft, orto whatendchy

courfes did tend, therefore thou-art comeinto

mifery, before theu knoweft where thou art,

A finger is blind, the god of this world hach
put out his eyes, they {ec not their way, nor fore-
fecaheiy ficcefle. "The Divellis ever f8rour
falling,” thae we fallinto finne, andthen fall into

this pleafeth him.  Caft thy. felfe dowaue, faith
hee 10, Chuift, downe with it, downe with i,
daithBdom, Hell is beneath,the Divell drivesall
that way.
Take heed of finne, take heed of blindnefle,
| ponder xhe path of your feet, keepe -your
} thoughts: Beaven-svard, - ftép._the beginnings,
the fijft ftumblings, pray to Godro make our
way plaine before us, and net to lead us into
tempiation. '

Ver.2. Takewith you seords, and turne tothe

mifery, andfo fallinto defpaire, :and into helt, |

. Lord, [y sntohim,&¢.

Thefe Ifraclires were but arude people, and
had not fo good meanes to thrive in grace, as
Indah had : Therefore he prompts them here
with fuch words as rhey might ufe to God in
their returning. [Takewith you words,] whercby

we

N

5

Serm.l.

Plalio6.43,

44
Plaliioy.14.

1 Cor.g.

Ve,
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Serm.lL.

2 Cot §.

God is willing
to be-at peace
with us,

we fee how gratious God is unto us, in vfing
fuch helps for our recovery, and pittying us
more then wee pitty our felves. Is not this a
{ufficient warrant and invitationto returne, when
the party offehded whois the {uperiour, defires,
intreats, and fues unto the offending, guilty in-
feriourto be reconciled,

But this is not all; hce further fheweth his
willingneffe inteaching us who are ignorant of
the way , in what manner and with what expref.

fions we thould returnetothe Lord. Hegiveth
us not onely words and tells us what weefhall
fay,butallo giveth his Spirit fo effectually there-
with, as that they fhall notbe livelefleand dead
wordes, but (as Rom.§.26.) with unexpreflible
fighes and groanes unto God ; who heareth the
requefts-of his owne Spirit. Chrift likewife
teacheth us how to pray, we have words di&-
ated, and a fpirit of prayer powred upon us.
As ifa great Perfon fhould ditate and framea
Petition for one who were affraid to fpeake
unto him. Suchis Gods gratioufnefle, and fo
ready is hee in Jefus' Chrift to receive finners
unto merey.

Take unto you wordes. Notie were to appeare
empty before the Lord at Ierufalem, bur were to
bring fomething. Soitis withus, we muft not
appeare empty before our God, If we canbring
nothing elfe, let us bring wordes, yea though
broken wordes, yet if ouz of a brokenand con.
trite heare, it will be a facrificeacceptable.

- Thisfame taking of wordes or petitions in all

our

¥ P—
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our troubles and affli¢tions, muft needs be a fpe- Serm. .
ciall remedie, it being of Gods owne prefcrip-
tion, whois {o infinite in knowledge and skill:
whence we obferve, That

They who would have helpe and comfort againft 0bferw.
all finnes and forrowes, muft come to Godwith words
of prayer.

As wee fee in Tsnabs cafe in a matchlefle
diftrefle, words were inforcive and did him
mote good then all the world befides could:
for after thathee had bin humbled and prayed
out of the whales belly 5 the whale was farced
to caft him our againe. So the Prodigal! finne |Luk,15.18.
beeing undone, having neither credit, nor
coyne , but all in a manner againft him; yet
hee had werds lefthim.  Father, I'have finned
againft Heaven and before thee . and am nomore
worthy to bee called thy finne, make mee as one
| of thy bired [ervants. After which his father had
| compaffion on him. And good Heekial, being | 12,58,
defperatcly ficke, of a defperate difeafe, yer o
when iee {et his faithaworke, and rookewith
him words ( which comfort onely now was
left unto him ) wee know how ufter hee had
turned his face towards th2 wall and prayed .
with words, God not only healed him ofthat
dangerous difeale, but alfo wrought a great
miracle for hisfake, caufing the Sunneto come
backe tendegrees. Thus when life feemed im-
poilible : yet words, prayers, and teares pre-
vailed with God.  Zehofbaphar alfo, going to
warre with «4bab, againft Gods comman. |1 cheo.15. 1.

dement !

s
——
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S:RM. I.

JTamesa§,

Hof3.21,22,

1King,18.45

objedt.

Anfw,

32 Chro.x5.2.

2 Chro.19.6,
14

{2 King.10.20,

59

| forth her increafe as-formerlys for faithfull

| Afyrians,

dement, and in the battell being encompafled
with enemies: yet had words wich him ready
and after prayer found deliverance. Eliab,like-
wife after a great drowth and famine,when raine
had bin three yeares wanting:and all ina manner
out of frame for a leng time : Tooke with him
words : and God {ent raine abundantly upon the
carth againe. : :

The Reafon is, becaufz Prayer fets God on

worke, and God who is able and willingtogo |

through with ‘his-works, fets all the creatures
on werke.  As we heard of Eliah, when hee
prayed for raine, the creatures werefer aworke
to effeétit, Where it may be Objeéted, O buc
raine mightcometoo late in thar hot Countrie,
where all the Rootes and Herbes' might bee
withered and dried up in three yeares fpace,
Yet all was well againe; the land broughe

Prayer never comes toolate 5 becaule God can
never come too late, if our prayers come to
him, we fhall find him cometous.  Iehofhaphar
weread wasin grear diftrefle whenthree Kings
came againft him, yet when hee wentto God
by unfained and hearty fafting and prayer,
Ged heard him, fought for him, and deftroyed
all his enemies. The Scripwre ftheweth alfo
how after Hezckiahs prayer againlk Semacheribs
blafphemies and threatnings : the Lord fent
forth his Angell and deftroyed in one night
a hundred fourefcore and five thoufand ofths

This |
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This is fitft for Reproofe of thefe who in
their diftreffes fet their wit, wealth, friends,
and all a worke, butnever fert God a worke,
as HeZekiah did in Semacheribs cale. The
firft time hee turned himoff to his cot with
enduring a heavie taxation, and yet was ne-
ver a whit the better for it; for Senache-
rib camefhortly after and befieged Hierufalem,
untill Hezekiah had humbled himfelfe and
prayed: andthen God chafed all away and
deftroyed them; he had better have done fo

at firft, and fo faved his money and plines
too. The like weakeneffe we have a proofeof
in «4fa: who when 2 greater Armie came a-

ainft himof ten hundred thoufand men, laid
about him, Prayed and Trufted in God, and
fo was delivered, with the deftru&ion of his
encmies; yet in alefler danger, againft Bas/ha
King of Ifrael, diftrufted God; and fent out
the Treafures of the houfe of God, and of
his owne houfe unto Berhadsd King of Syria,
to have helpe of him, by a diverting warre
againft Baafha King of Ifrael, which his plot
though it profpered, yet was hee reprooved
by the Prophet Hanari, and warres thence-

Ser. 1.
Vfer.

1 King.18.14.

|
|

1 Chron.14.11

2 Chron,}6.2.

2 Chron.16.y.

forth denounced againft him. This _4/anot-
withftanding this = experiment  afrerwards
foughtunto the Phyfitian, before he fought un-]
to God. ;
Secondly, This blamesh that barrennefe and|
want of words to goe unto God, which for want
of hearts wee often find in ourfelves. It werea
C ftrange

Vi,




20 . The Reswrning Backflider,

0 ftrange thing to fee a wife have words e-

nough for her maids and fervants : and yet not
to be able to fpeake o her husband. Wee all|
profefle to be the Spoufe of Chrift, what 2
ftrange thing then isit, to be full when wee!
fpeake to men, yet be fo empty and want words |
to fpeaketo him. A begger we know wants |
no words,nay, he aboundeth with varicty of!

s 5| €Xprefions, and what makes him thus fruitfull |
Xg‘ﬂ?i;s *lin words: his neceiftyand in part his hope of|
™ | obtaining.

T Hefe two make beggers fo earneft.So wouid {
| it be withus, if we found fufficiently our great |
need of Chrifts and therewith had Aepe, it would
oAl embolden us{oto goto Godin Chrift, that we
fhould not want words: but wee want this Zope
and the fecling of our neceffities, which makes
us fo barren in prayer.

Preparethy felfe therfore to prayerby gerting |
unto thee a true [enfe of thy weed : acquaintance
with God,and hope vo obtarne,and it will make thee
ferventin prayer, and copious in thy requefts.
Ve 3.  Thirdly, this is for Coufolatien, though one|
fhould want all other meanes, yet whatfoever |
their mifery be, if theycan takewords, and can
Ifa3s:.  |praywell,they (hall fpeed well. Ifthe mifery be |

for fin confcfle ir,and ask pardon for it;and they |
thall haveit, andbe cleanfed from all unrighseonf- |
1Tohn .. |meffe. Wordsfetchthe comfort to us, thoughit
Hugs.s. | the Blood of Chrift oncly vhar hark paid. the

debr. ‘
; The ead of the Frst Sevmon, 19
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THE

SECOND
SERMON.

e it
e

, Hos. 14.2.

Take with you words,and turneto the Lovd,
[ayunto himzake away alliniquity, andre-
ceive us grationfly, fowill we render the
Calves of onr lips.

2 Dos=" S wee loftour felves in the
‘ firft Adam 3 {o the mercy
) of God in the Covenant
¥ of Grace found out a way
to reftore us againe by the
fecond A dam )elus Chrift,
3 inwhom all the Promifes

[ are yea and Amen, yefterday and to day, and the

fame for ever. And as the wifdome of God
C: did

Sexr. 1L

b BEEEFR,
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| Anfw,
Wby we niuff
bring words

God knowes
our minde,

Se R“. 11.

with us though

/

l

The Reswrning Backflider.

did freely find outthis way at firft comforting
our firlt Parents with it in Paradice : - fo this|
bowells of incomprehenfible love of his, hac'n!
fo gon on from time in all ages ofthe Church, |
comforting and raifing up the deje&ted fpirits |
of his Church from time to time, aad awake-l
ning themout of their drowfinefle and fleepic
condition. And many timesthe, greater finners
he dealtwith, the greater mercies and tender
bowells of compaffion were opened untothem,]
in many fiveet and gratious promifes tendering|
forgivenefie,and inviting to Repenrance, as here
inthis Chapter and whole Prophecic is fhewed:
what Tribe fo wicked, fo full of Idolatry and
Rebellion as Ephraim, and yethere Ephraim and
Ifracl are taughtaleffon of Repentance : asthe!
render Nurfe feeds her childe and puts meate in;
its mouth, fo herethe Lord puts words in the
mouth of this Rebellious people.

Take with yow words andturne unto the Lord.

What neede God words, hee knowes our
hearts before we {peake uato him ¢ l

Its true,God neede no words, but wedos, to?

ftirre up our hearts and affe@tions: and becaufe
he will have us take fhame unto our felves; ha-
ving given us our tongues as an inftrument of |
glorifying him, he will have our glory ufed in|
our Petitions and Thankesgivings : and there- |
fore;in regard of our felves,he will(as was faid)
have us take words unto our felves ; for exciring
ofthe graces of God inus by words, blowing
ap oftheaffettions, and for manifeftation oj Ctihc
hidden ¥
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hidden man of the heart: God will beglorified
by the outward as well as by the inward man.
«And Turne to the Lord,

He repeates the exhortation of Returning, to
{hew, that words muft not be empty, but fuch as
are joyned with a purpofe of turning to God : for
otherwife toturne to him with a purpofeto live
in any fin, is the extremity of prophane impu-
dence 5 to com¥ to aske a pardon of the King,
with a refolution to live ftill in Rebellion a-

gainft him, what is this but mockery, as if one

fhould come with adiggto fhoote him. Shich
is our cafe, when we cometo aske forgivenefle
with a purpofe to offend. It is the extremity of
prophanencfletocome to aske a pardon, tothe
intent that we may fin flill : therfore he repeares
it againe; Take unio you words, andturne 10 theo
Lord. The Forme is,

Take away all iniquity.and reseive us gracioufly,
or (Doe good tous) Sowill werender the Calves
of our lips. Wherein we have

§ A Petitiond L T0 take away all iniquity.

Q2. Torcceivethemgrationfly.

Ser. Il

That words
and purpofes
muff concurre
in Prayer,

2. A Reftipulation or promife ot thankfull-
nefle backe againc to the Lord : So will we render
the Calves ofour lips.  Sothat wee may obferve
hence :

What God will grant us, he will bave us aske of
him : yet forall thefe things Iwill be fonght untoof
the houfe of Ifrael, faith God: becaufe he will
have usacknowledge our homage and depen-
danceuponhim : therefore we muft aske what

C3 he
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1Saxr.11.

e m——

of €onfeffion,
how it is 1o be
done,and unto
whom.

Avguftin.

Simile.

NMark.z 7.

hehath purpofed togive. Take away all éniguity,
&re. where there is an implication of acor-
feflion of their fins and great iniquities: Take|
awayiniquity 5 and T. ake away all iniguity : that
is, our manifold guilc. So before Petstion there
muit be a free and full ConfefSion, aswas thewsd
before,

Now this Confcflicn here, -ismade to:God,
and to God onely (faith A#5#in in this cafe)
Becaufe itisa point in controverfie, it is good
toheare what the Ancients fay. There area cu-
riods fort of men, whoare bufic to fearch into
other mens lives, and are carelefle in amendin
their own. Saith he, What have I to doe with men
ta heare me confe(fe,when I haveoffended God - yee
muft confe(fe 10 God, and'to Ged onely. Butin fome
cafesthere may be publique-and private Con-
fefliontomen. Publique,in publique offences
for the fatisfaction of the Church and the glory ||
of God, forprevantingof {candall. Private,to
Minifters for the quieting of confcience: bue
this is onelyin fome cafes ; mengoe not tothe

( ‘The Petition is, Take away iniquity, and'all‘

Chirurgeon (asthe Papifts would haveit) for
every little prick of their finger. No, but yet
in fomecafesitis good to open the matter to a
Minifter who haththe tongue of the learned:but
the finneistoward God, againfthim ; heonely
being able to forgive finnes, as the Pharife:s con-
felled, None can forgive finnes but Gods the Pa-

pifts therefore hereinare worfe then the Phari-
fees.

1quty. l

T

~
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iniquity. Why all? becaufewhere thercisany [S2R. IL.
Whyallint-

true goodnef'fe in the heart, that hatred which
carricsthebent of the fcule againftone finne, is
alikeagainftall (asI fhewed)and the Divell car-
ries thoufands tohell by this partiall obedicnce;
becaufe he knowes st any time where to have
fuch. Godand apurpofcto finne will not ftand
together, nor dwell in 2 heart thatallowes je felf
in any fin, beit never fo finall. He faith, Take
away all, becaufe the Spirit of God workesina
man renewed fuch a difpofition of fincerjgy to
hate all alike.

Sccondly, he faith, Take away all iniquity,
becaufe the heart which defires to be atpeace
with God, defires alfo to be:like God, who
hates allfinne: therefore (faith the fantified
foule) forgiveallfin, Takeall away,that I may
have nothing in me difpleafing untothee : Ide-
| fire tojoyne withthe Lord, to hate what he ha-

teth,and as he hateth, to carrie a perfeét hatred
to the whole kinde.Take away all ini quity, hatred
is not fatisfied, but with the utter abolifhing of
the thing hated. Therefore it haththis extent
here, Take away all fin, both theguilt andthe
reigne of every fin, that none may rule in mee,
nay, by little and little purge out all : Takeaw.y

quity is prayed
againff.

I,
na fincere
fouleall are
alike bated.

2 .
Becaufe ares
newed[oule de-|
fires to be like
Gd, »

iniquity, and the traine of all which irdrawes
after it, Iudgements. Take away iniquity 5 thatis,
forgivethefin, and overcome the power of it
by fan&ifying grace,and remit the judgements
accending it.

|

C 4 Tal’c{

. e




-

' 26v

The Returning Backflider, {

Sex. 1l

———————
Sinne hatefull

t0 g con/cience
awaked,

TriaZfof a
(on1d defire of
forgivene/e.

Take it away.

Thatis, take away the guile of it utterly by
pardon, andthe remainders thereof by fan-
&ifying grace, fo as the Spirit may rule and be
all inallinuvs. They fee finne is an offenfive:

thing, and therefore they fay, Take it away, as| -

an offenfive odiousthing, andas aburden. For!
how{ocver it be fweet as honey in the commit-
ting it, afterwards when the confcience is
throughly awaked it is moft offenfive and bit-|
ter s fo as in this cale, a finner would gladly!
run from his owne confcience,. and from him-
{elfe, runany where from the tormenting and.
racking thoughts of confcience awaked : and-
withall hatesthe place where it was commitred,

andthe company with whom, yeathethoughts |

of them,as wA bfolom hated Thamar after hee had
lyen withher, fo afinnerawaked from fin,hates’
what heeformerly loved. As good menlove
the circumftances of any thing which puts them
in mind of any good they have done, loving
both place and perfon. So it is with a finner
when his confcience is awaked, he hates all
things which purts him in minde ot his fins,ther-
fore,Tuke it away, forgive it, caftitinto the bot-
tome of the Sea,blot it ouzof thy temembraace,
cover it, imputeit not, all which phrafes fhew a
taking away. :

Therefore, I befeech you; let usexamine our!
{elves hereby,whether our defire of forgivenefle 'f
be found or not. if we defire fin fhould betaken |

away ,we cannot thinke of it with comfort. For

i

-
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in that many thinke with delight of their old|{Ser.IL
fins, whatdoe they elfe, butrepeate them over
againe and againc? but wherethe heart is found-
ly touched with a faving fenfe of finne 5 O'then
he crics, Takeitaway, Take it out of my con-
{cience thatit canfe not defpairethere, and out
of thy remembrance,tharno advantage betaken
againft me forit. Takeit away. Butitisnoother-
wifetaken away then by, fatsfying of divine
jultice. How much are we behelding to Chrift
therefore,who hath borne and raken away our |
ins, (and asthe Scape-goate) gon away*with ‘
the burden of all into the wildernefle of obli-
vion. Blefled be God, and the Lamb of God
that takesaway the finnes of the world. We can
never bleffe God too much nor fufficiently for
Chrift. Bleffed be God the Father of eur Lord le-
fus Chrift. Now wee miy thinke of fin with-
out fhame and defpaire: O bleffed ftate, when
a mancanthinke of his former odious and fil-
thy loathfome finnes, and yet not defpaire: Be-
caufe when he beleevesin Chrift, the blood of
Chrift purgeth all away, takesaway allfin, He
hah takenchem away.

You fee hereinthe firlt place, they pray for | Thara rrue
thetaking away of their iniquiry, for takeaway ks rﬁf
this, and all other mercices follow afrer : becaule | asive a.
| this onely isit which ftops the curenit of Gods| ;
| favours, which remooved, the current of his -
| merciestunamaine. As when the clouds are
' gone, the Sun fhincs out: So let our finncs be
l ~emooved, and Gods favour immediately

{hines

et -
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thines upon us. Therefore firft, Tukeaway all ini-
quity ;and then we fhall fec nothing but thy Fa-
therly facein Chrift. You fee what the care of
Gods children is to fecke mercy and favour in
the firft place: as David, Pfal.51.1, Have mercy
on me,0 Lord :  thishe begs firlt ofall,'whereas
God had threatned other terrible judgements,
as thatthe {fword fhould rever depart from his
houfe; . yet henegle@sall (asitwere) and
begs onely for mercy, 10 take away inignity. For,
a finner ispever in fuch a blefled conditionashe
thould bein, uatill he prize and defire mercy
aboveall ; becaufe though we be in mifery,un.
tillthen (with finfull Epbraim) Hof7.14. wee
howle upon our beds for corneand wine, pre-
ferring earthly feafuall things before all. Bue
that foule ‘and confcience which is acquainted
with Geod andtheodiounfnefleof fin, that foule
God intendsto {peake peace untoin the end,de-
{ires pardon of finne and mercy aboveall, forit
knowes that God is goodnefle 1t felfe, and that
whentheinterpofing clouds are vanifhed, God
cannot fhew himfelfc otherwife, thenin good-
nefle,grace and mercy. Take away alliniquity.
Before I goe further,let me anfwer one Que-
ftion. ought wee not to thinke of our former|
finnes, [ball Godtake them away altogether out of;
the fule? O no! Takethem away out ofthe
confcience O Lord that it doe not accufe for
them, bur not out of the memory : it is good
that finne be remembred, tohumble us,to make

usmore thankfull, pirifull and tender-hearted|
unto!




{ The Returning Back(lider.

29

unto others,to abafe us and keepe us low all the
daies of our life,and to make us dealegently and
mercifully with others being fenfible of our
own frailties. Asthey are navghe inthe confci-
ence,fo they are good to the memory. Therfore
letusthink often ofthis, what the chiefe defire
of our foulesto God fhould be for mercy, to
have fintakenaway. 1n allthe Articles of our
Creed, that of cheefeft comfort is, That of Re-
mi(Gonof fins. W herefore are all the other Arti-
cles of Chirift,his Birth, Death, and Crucifying,
but that he might getthe Church, and tha? the
priviledges thereof might be, Forgivene(fe of fins,
Refurreition of the Body, and life everlaiting: bu:
Forgivene(fe of finsis in the firft place.

But may fome {ay,How fhall I know whether
orno my fins be forgiven ¢

1. By fomething that goes before,
2. Byfomethirg which followesafter.

Thereis fomewhat which goes before, viz.,
1. Anhamble and hearty Confefiion, as 1 Ioh.1.9.
if wee confe(fe our finncs, hee is faithfull and juft
10 forgive us our fins,and to cleanfe us from all wir-
righteoufneffe - therefore, whether I feele itor
not,if Fhave heartily fully, and frely confcfled;
my fins are forgiven. God in wifedome and
mercy may {ufpend the fecling thereof, for our
Liumiliation, and for being over-bold with Sa.
tans baites; yet Toughttobeleeve ir,for I make
God alierelfe, if 1 confefle heartily, and ac-
knowledge my debt,to thinke thathe hathnot

cancel’d the bond.
Se-

Ser.II.

V%e/f.

Anfw.

1. By an hum-i
ble confeflion,
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[frength @~
gainft it.
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i
|
|

4
l

By tovs 10 Grod be much inlarged with love to God, as Chrift
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Secondly, finis certainely pardoned, when
a man finds ftrengthagaintt ir, for where God
forgives, he gives firength withall: as to the
man whom he healed of the Palfie, T4y finnes |
are forgiven thee, take np thy bed and walke.
When aman hath ftrengthto returneto God,to
run the way of his Commandements, and to go
on in a Chriftian courfe, his finnes are forgiven,
becaufe he hath a Spirit of faith to go enand
leade him forward &ill. Thofe who find no
{trengthofgrace, may queftion forgivenefle of
ins;“for God where hetakes away fin, and par-
donsit(as we fee here inthis Textafter prayer
made to take away iniqnity) he doth good to us.

The third evidence is, fome peace of Con-
{cience,though not much perhaps, yet fo much
asfupports us from defpaire, as Rom.s.1.There-
fore being juflified by faith, wee have peace with
Godthrough onr Lord Iefus Chrift, that is, being
acquitted from our fins by faith,we have peace
with God: fo much peace, as makes us goe
boldly to him : {o thar one may know his bonds
are cancel’d and his fins forgiven, when with
{ome boldnefle hedare looke God in the face in
Jefus Chrift. A Indas,an dchitophell, 2.5 anl,be-
canfethey are in the guilt of their finnes cannot
confefle comfortably and go to God: which|
when with fomeboldnefle we cando,itis a figne
that peace is made for us.

-Againe,where fin is pardoned, our hearts will

\faid to the woman, Luke7.47. Her finnzs which

117’(." i

.
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are many, are forgiven her becaufe [hee loved much,
Therefore, whenwee find our bearts inflamed
with loveto God, we wiay know that God hath
fhined upon our {ouksin the pzrdon of finne;
and proportionably to our meafure of love, is
our affurance of pardon, thercfore weefhould
labour for a greater meafure thereof, thatour
hearts may be the more inflamed in the love of
God. Itis impoffible that the foule fhould at
all love God angry, offended,and unappeafed,
nay, fuch afoule witheth that there were_no
God at all,for the very thoughts thereof tri-
fic him.

Againe,wherc finne is forgiven, it frames the
foule fuetably to be gentle, mercifull and to
pardon others,. for uwfually thofe who have
peaceable confciences themfelves, are peace-
able unto others, andthofe who have forgive-
nefle of fins, can alfo forgive others 5 thofe who
have found mercy, have mercifull hearts,thew-
ing that they have found mercy withGod, And
on the contrary, hee that is a cruell mercilefle
man, it is a figne that his heart was never war-
med for melted with the fenfe of Gods mercy
in Chrift. Therefore, as the Electof God (faith
the Apoftle) puz on bowels of compafSion : as you
will makeit good that youare the Ele¢t of God,
members of Chrift, and Gods children..

Therefore, letus labour for the forgivenefle
of our finnes, that God would remoove: and

| fubduethe power of them, take them away and

the judgementsdue tothem, orelle we arebut

miferable

Sex.Il.

L]
By mercifullnes
to others,

Their mifere-.
ble condition
wko bave not
forgivenefe o}
finnes..

wne




Sandl iterable men, we enjoyed all the plea-
: fures of the world,which o aworldly mzaare l
| | bae like che liberey of the Towertoz condem- |
: ' ned Trsiror, who though hee haye 2l wanrs |
|fopplied, wich all poffible artendance ye
- when hethinkesof his eftate, irmakes his heart !
cold dampes bis courage,and makes him thinke |
. thepoorelt Carman or tankerd.bester (arliber.
1 \£y) happier thenhee, who would nor change
| |cftaes with bim. So itis witha man thathath |
{notfoed oux his pardon nor is ar peace with |
| God, be hath nocomfort {5 long as he knowes |
| his fins are onthe file, that God in heavenis
| net 2t peace with him, who can 2rme all the ¢
{ | Cremtuses agzinft him tobe revenged of him ;|
in whichi cafe, who thall be Umpire barwixt |
Godand us, if we take nowup the controverfic |
bawixe him 20d our foules, Therefore it being
fo miferable 2 cafeto wane affurance of the for.
givenefleof finnes; it Aould makenshe never |
‘an houre quicttill we have goteenit ; feeing the |
 unceruginty of this life, wherein there is bus 3
fiep berwizt Hell, Damnarion and us. There- |
fore, fue usto God, plic him with broken and
‘humble hearts, that hevould pardon all the fins
of our yowh and after 3pc, knowne and un.
knownethat be would pardon all whatfoever :
Take amay all iviqmyy.
. <And dg goed te .
Fot foitisinthe Originall, bat it is all one,
, Recerve ws gratioufly, and do 7004 10 wr, Al the
| goodneflc wee have from God it is out of his

3 grace,
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grace, from his frcc grace and goodﬂ'tﬂl‘, all
grace, cvery lintlething from God is gracc : as
we fay of favours received of great petlans,
this is his grace, his favour; {othisisarefped
which is puz upon all things which we reccive
from God (when wee are in Covenant) all is
gratiovs. Takewe thewords asthey are (the
more plaine) in the Originall, Ziake gond, ard
dec good to s : ukegood out ofthy Treafure
of goodnefle, and dos good to us, beftow up-
ontisthy ownc good. Firlt, Take away owr smi-
quities, and then take good ow of thy bouy
and dee good s us, whence wefee,
. Thas Gods mercy to bis children i complese
and full.
_ For he takes away ill, and doth good, men
may pardon but withalthey think that chey have
done wondrous bountifully when they have

doned, but Gods goes further, hee takes
away illand dothgood: takes good out of his
Fountaine,and doth goodtous.

Therefare let us make this ufe of 1, tobe en-

couraged whenwe have the firit blefling of all
(Fosgivenefle of finnes) to goe to him for more ‘
and more, and gather vpon Ged further and |
further ftill, for becaufc hee is a Fountaine of |
goodncfle that can never be drawne drie, hee!
1s wondroufly pleafed with this. Wee cannot|
honour him more then by making ufe of his

mexcy dnthe forgivenefic af {ianes, and of his
gonanelle, an gotog to him for ity and having

wrerrefted ane felves i his goodoctle, goe o

Sex. 1L
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Sar.dL bim formore. Lord, thou haft begun,make an
end, thouhaft forgiven my finnes, I want this
and that good, together with the pardonof my
finnes doe mee good. Receivews gratioufly : or,
Thetgood is | doe us good, Wow good is theload-ftone of the
;?;,ﬁ‘;%ﬁ””e foule, the autra@ive that drawes it, therefore
(after Forgivenefle of finnes) he faith, dbe good.
The Petitionis eafie, God will foone grane it,
for nothing elfe interpofeth berwixe God and
us, and makes two, but finne; which being re-
| mooved, heisall goodncfleand mercy. a4 his
Plal.zs.io. | wabis are mercy andtrath. Yeaeven his fharpeft
waiesare meicy,all mercy ; when fin is forgi-
ven, there is goodnefle in all, in the greateft

crofle and affliction. Doe good 10 us.
| That Godap-| The foule wee fee defires good, and needs
L} ;:I;eteo .| good 5 Itis atran{cendent word here, and muft
%nﬂiﬁedfoule. be underftood according to the tafte of Gods

| Mat.7 18,

T

C !
b

people, of afandified foule. Dot good, efpeci-
ally doe fpirituall gaod to us, togetherwiththe
| forgivenefle of finnes, give usthe righteoufnefle
of Jefus Chrift ; fan@ifying grace, fuch good,
as may make us good firft; for the' defire muft
be fuchas the perfon is who makesit. Wicked
men (as it is faid of Balaam) have good gifts,
withoutthe good God: but we muft not be fo
pleafed with gifts, unlefle wee be good eur
felves,and fee God making us good. Can an evill
tree bring forth good fimit 2 Therefore the Apo-
ftle calls the regenerate perfon Gods workeman-
fhipsére. We ate Gods good worke, and then
wee doc good workes, being made good,

good

A
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good comss from us. Doegood 10 us.
It is an acknowledgement of their owne

|emptinefle, Doe good to us. Wee are blinde in

our owne underftandings, inlighten us; we are
perplexed, fet us right ; we are dull, quicken
us; wearc empty, fill us; we are darke, fhine
upon us; we arc ready to goe out of the way,
eftablifh us 3 every way doe gocd tous fuita-
bleto ourwants.  The beft that we'can bring
to thee isemptinefle, therefore doe thoudoe
goodtous, fill us with thy fullnefle. Doe gpod

tous every way whereby thou ufeft to convey
fpirituall things to thy fervants foules: give us
firft thy grace, thy Spirit, which is the {pring
of al good things ; forthe Spirit of God is a
Spirit of direétion, of ftrength, of comfort, and
all: therefore he who haththie Spirit of God
haththe {pring of all : that isbeg’d in the firft
place. Andthen giveus good Magiftrates to
ruleuswell 5 andgood Minifters, who are the
difpenfers of grace,inftruments of our falvaticn,
the Conduit-pipes whereby thou deriveft and
conveyeft goodtous ; whenthou haft made us
good,continue the meanes of {alvation for our
gocd cvery way. The Church when fhe faith,
Doe goodto us,hiatha lasge defize 5 here be feeds
of wondross large things in thefe two thort pe-
titiotss, Take away all iniquity, And dogeod to us.
A Boao Dea,cre.  Fromthe good God nothing
cancome but whatis good : therefore do good
to us in all {pirituall things. The Prophet Devid
aimes atthis excellent good,»fal.4.6,7. faying

/ D that

That asking of

Ser.1II.

2ood, argues

the ingenuity ofi
confeffing want,
axd emprine[fés
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| wp thelight of thy conntenancenpon s Thy loving

| tous. Whenthou baft - forgiven our fins, thine
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that other menare for corne, wineand oyle,and
fay swhowill fbeww ws any geod ? But Lordlifithsu

kindnefleisberter thenlife, thercfore doe good!
grationfly upon us in Jefus Chrift,

And it extends its limits likewifeto otitward
profpetity (this defire of doing ‘good) let us
have happie daies, fiveeten our pilgrimagehere,|
lex our 'profeifion of Religion be comfortable,|
}do@os Jay more crofies upon usthenthou wile,

give us firengeh to beare, docgood to vs every
way, Bur marke the wifedome of the Holy
Ghoftin'dictaing of this Prayer to them : hee
| fpeakesingenerall, do good 10 us . mot to doethis

God, as they here frame their hearts vato the
willof God. Doe gopdty ms, {pivitnall,that needs
oo limitation, becaufc we cannormere honour
God thentodepend upon him for all pirituall
good things. Thon ait wilkr, and knoweft what

isgood for us beter then we our felves,beggars.
onghetobeno choofers,therefare Do good o us 5
forthe particulars wee deavethem to thy wife-
dome,O Beloved,itis a happy and blefled pri-|
wviledgetobe under the condud of fo wife and
All-fufficient2 God, whois good; and as he is
gocd, knowes beft what isgoodforue,  Wee
would haveriches, liberty andbealth, 1but it
may be it is not good for us, Dogood 10 us. Thow |

}wi(edom;: what is beft. )

' Lord kanoweft whatis beft, dee in thine owne’

Whicl t ‘

~

| oxtbatgood,but he leavesitto thewifedome of | -



e

oo

The Rétarning Back(lider. ' | 37

Which fhould teach usnot to limit che Holy Ser. IT.

one of Ifrael in our defires of any ourwardthing  f,
whatfoever. Efpecially defire forgivencfle and
{pitiruall good things leaving the reft to his wife
difpofing. Yernotwithftanding out of thefenfe |
of paineand griefe we may pray either for the
mitigation or remooving of a croffe,if Ged be {
fopleifed; becanfe hehath pucinus felfe-loves |
not finfull, bue love of preferving our' natuie; |
therefore he permits us (ifit may ftand withhis ’
good pleafure )ro defire the good of ouroursgard
mamas, Lordgiveus bodily health, for we can-
notclfebeinftrumenrs of ferving thee.  With
refervationof Gods good pleafure, wernay de-
fire fuch and fuch things; conditivuzily,. that
when wefee God will have it otherwife, wee
reft contented, firdowne quictly, knowingthac|
whatfoever health.{ickneffe or croffes he fends,
itcomes from his goodneflc and love, and fhal
turne to our goodatlength: if we love God,all
thall warke for good.
. Take away our iniquity and doe us good, wee
fhould: makerhis petition forthe Church and
our felves, pardon our fins and do good to us, to
our perfons, to the ftare, ro the cimes wherein
we livestothe Church at home and abroad, doe
good toall. _

And we mayobferve this fram theordersand| How rs 1now
know,what good wee have, it comes from God | »% Ij{“’ﬁ”gf
in love, when it conres after forgivenefle of ;;’1,’3 Gods Tt
finnes, How then:may wee take comfort of all }

thegoodthings we have enjoyed, having feene
2 many
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Ser. 1l many good daies, enjoyed many good bleflings,

: in health, wealth, good Magiftracie, Miniftery,|
Peace, plenty and the like 2 Ifall ehis goodnefTe
of God leade us to God, and draw us neerer|,

\ unto him after forgivene(fe of finnes (grounded
1

l

l

|

on the former cvidences Ifpakeof) then they|
comein love. -But never lit usthinke to have
true comfort withablefling, or any good thing
weenjoy, till wee have aflurance of Gods love
Rt and mercy inthe forgivenefle of finres; leaft
“ Gag ftrip us naked ofall the good things wee
have, and makeus as naked as Diwesin Helt,
who had not (any thing thar was good) to re-
freth his body or foule. So that all good things
wee enjoy here without this, will onely aggra-
vateour condemnation. Let us obferve there-
fore, how all our good things are joyned with
{pirituall good, whetherwe our felves are made
betrer by them ar not,having our finspardoned.
I befeechyou et us renew our requefts for for-
givenefle of fins every day, making our accounts
even with God : defiring grace to ferour foules| .
ina holy and fan&ified frame with God,thatour
felves may begood,our converfation good:and
that then,he would dve good to us all other waies,
and fanétifie all otherthings. This is the Me-
thod of Gods Spirit in fetting us right onwards
in our heavenly journey : firft to have forgive-
nefle of finnes, then fan&ification: to be bet-
ter our felves, and then to:looke for peace-
able and comfortable daies in this world; if
]‘ (God fee itgood. What canbe more? Take sivay

all
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all iniquity, and dous good : all manner of good. 'St I

Therefore fince all goodcomes from God,the
firft and chiefe good; et us labour to have com-

. | munion with him by all fan@ified meanes, - that

{0 he may take away ourill,and dousevery way

ood to our foules, bodies,conditions. O what 2
blefled thing is it for a Chriftianto keep aftrict
and neere communion with the' fountaine of
eoodnefle,who can do morefor us then all the
world befides. When we are fick on our-death-
beds,or whan confcienceis throughly awaked,
then to fpeake peace comfortably to us in<this
sreat extremity, is more worth then all this
wotld. Therefore let us labour to keep commu-
nion with God, thac he may fpeake peaceto our
(oules when nothing elfe can.

I befeech you therefore let us take heed,how
we breake or walke loofely with God, feeing
wee can have no further comfort of any good
thing we enjoy, then wee are carefull to keep
and maintaine our peace and communion with
himat all times ; and when we run into arrera-
ges with God, thenbe fure we lie notin finne,
bue fay, Take away all iniquity, anddoc good 1o
us, labouring to be in fuch an eftate, as God
may give us his holy Spitir, both to make us
good,and to fanétific unto us all other good.
There be good things, which are good of]
themfelves, and which make all other things
good.. Thus by communion vvith God,vve our
felves are made good, and all other things
ltkevvife are made good to us 5 all his vvaies

B3 being
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-our felves, to come with empty poore foules
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§_‘;':.£_. rbcing mercy and truch uoto thofe who feare
him. T herefore refigne we our {¢lves and all thae
we have unto his wifedome and difpefing: be-
 caufe oftimes there is good, where we imagine
the worft of evills to be : as it is fometimes good
to have aveincopened,to be purged,the Phy(

tianthinks fo,when yet the Patient, impatient of]
Reafons iffuc;thinkes not {o; But asthe Phyfici-
anis wifer then the Patient to know what is beft
for him; fo God is wifer then man to know
what is good for him, who intends us no hurt
‘whitn he purgeth us by aflicion.

Allourcarc therefore fhould be,to amnihilate |

to God, Dve goed to ws. In which cafe, itis
no matter what our ill be,if he doe us good;whe
hath beth pardon. and rich grace to remoove |
the evill of finneyand convey all grace unto us
outof his rich Treafury. :
| So willwe render the calves of onr Lps.
Hereisthe Reflipulation;or promife, they Re- |
turne backagaine to God:: for there isno friend-
{hip maintained withoutrendting: when God
hathentred into Covenant with us 5 then there
isakindeof friend(hip knit up betwixt him and |
us(he becomming our friend)We muft-not ther-
fore be like gravesto fwallow up all and returne
nothing; for thenthe inter-courfe betwixr God
and us is cwt off. Therfore the fame Spirit which
tcacheth them to pray, and to Take to them

words; teacheth them likewife to take untothem

( werds of Praife,that there may be a Rendring, ac-

|
l
cording},
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cording to Recciving 3 without which we are
warfethenthe pooreft creature that is, which
rendreth according to its reccit. The Earth(when |
it is plowed and fowed) itycelds us fruit. Tyees
being fet,yeeld increafe: Beafts being fed,render |
in their kind: yea the fierceft untamed Beafts (as
we reade of the Lyon) have beenethankfull in | PGal1g. 0.
their kindes T he Heavens  faith the Plalmift ) de. |
claretheglory of God and the firmament fhewes
forth his Praifc.Sothere muft be a Returne,if we
be not worfe then beafts. Therefore the Chaach |
here promifcth a Returne by the fame Spirit
which ftirred herup to pray. Sewill wee render
the Calves of our lips.

Now this promife which the Church makes |
here of praifc s akind of vow : Sowsll we rend:r, |
¢ ¢. Tobinde ones felfe is akinde of vow. The
| Church therefore bindes her felfe that the may

binde God ; for binding her {clfe by vow to
Thankfullneffe, the thereby bindes God,who is
mooved with nothing wee candoe fomuch as
with fetting forth of his Praife, which was his
end inall the Creation, the fetting forth of his
glory. The end ofthe new Creature,istheend of
all things bothin nature and grace;the end wher-
ofis Geds glory from whence all things come,
and whereinall things end: as we fay of a circle,
| allthings begin and end jait. Allother things!

are for man,and manfor Gods glory; whenthc[
| foule can fay, Lord,this thali be for thy honour,
to {ct forththy praife,it bindes God.Hencethat
they mightmoove God to yeeld totheir prayers,
D4 they
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they bindthemfelves by akind of vow; Dos
thus, O Lord,and thou fhalt not loofe by it,thou
fhalthave praife, So will we render thee the Calves
of our lips, e

So Promifes and vowes of praife are allead-
ged as an argument to prevaile with God,for the
obtaining of that the Church begs for;So will we
render, ¢re. Not to enter into the common place
of vowes, ohelythis much I{iy, that there is a!
good ufe of them, tovow and promife Thanke
fulkafle when we would obtainebleffings from
God.That whicha promife isto men,that avow
isto Godsand ufually they gotogether in Scrip-
ture,as Pfal.152.2. Itisfaid of David, That bee
vowed unto God, and [ware wntothe mighty God of
Laakob.So we haveall in Baptifmevowed avow,
fothatitisgoodto renew our vowes often,efpe-
cially thatof new obedierce; and in this particu-
lar,to vow unto him,that we will praife him;and
frive that his glory be no loofer by us.

Itis goodthusto.vow, if it were butto excite, |
and quicken our dullnefle and forgettullnefle of
our generallvow 3 toput usinmind of our duty,
themore tooblige vs to Godandrefrefh our me-
moties. Thisbond, that having promifed,now I!
muft doic, provokes thefouleto it,. asivhelpes
the memory,fo it quickensthe affé&ions.

Befides, as by nature, we are forgetfull,fo we
areinconftant, in whichref; pe&t, itis atictoour
inconftant and unfteady naturesfor thereare nons :
who have the Spisit of God at all with any tep-.

/dfrncffcofhcart, bur will thus thiske 5 Thave

vowed !
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vowed 1o God, ifit be a heinous thing to breake
with men, what is it wittingly and willingly to
break with thegreat God ¢ avowis a kinde of
oath ; this isthe facrifice of fooles, to come to
God, and yet neither to make good our vowss,
nor indeavour todoeit.

Let us confiderthertore, what we have done
inthis cafe. By permiffion of authority there was
a Faft lately when we all renewed our vowes
(we mocked Godelfe) received the Communi-
on.Will God be mockedthink yon? Nezbu
how{oever manmay forget, God will not, bue
will come upon us, for mei-payment ‘of our
vowesand Covenants. Lay weitto heart there-
fore what Covenants we have made with God
oflate. Andthen, forthetimerocome, be not
difcouraged if you have been faulty init. There
is agenerall vow,whereinthough we havefailed
(if we be his children and breake not with God
in the maine,cleaving tohim inpus pofe of hearr,
cccafionally renewing our purpofes and Cove-
nants)yet ler not Satan difcourage us for our un-
faithfullnefTe thereinsbut beafhamed ot it,watch
more 5 lookebetter co it for the time to come,
and make ufe of the gratious Covenant 3 and up-
ontecovery, fay with the Church. S0 will svee
render the Calves of our lips,

Irwasthe cuftome under the Jewifh poliicie
(you know)to offer facrifices of all forts. But the
Spiritof God fpeakeshereof the Church of the
Jewes under the New Teftament, efpecially
what they fhould be after their Converfion, ha-

Ser.II,
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ving reference tothe Jewes in Chriftstime, and
tothebeleeving Jewesinall times,implying this
much,howfoever not Legallfacrifices,of Calves,
 Ballocks, Shéepe and Lambes, yetthe Calves of the
Vips, which God likes better, are acceptable 1o
bim.And it likewife implies fome humiliation of
‘the Church. Lord, whatfoever elfe we could
offer untothee it is thine owne, though it weye
‘the beafts vpon a thoufand mountaines; byt
this(by thy grace) we can dosto Praifethee, For
'Gadd muft open and circurcife our lips and
' hearts,before we can offer him e Calves of our

‘world may {ayto God, Lord, I'will render thee
the Calves of my lips, other things I have not,this

 Ihave by thy gratious Spirit, aheare fomewhar
touched by the fenfe of thy favour: therefore, 7

Jips.  Thus much the pooreft creature in the |

will render thee the Calves of my lips,thatis,Praife;
asthe Apoftle hath it Heb,13.14 Byhim therefors I,
let us offer the S acrifice of Praifet0God continuqil Y
that is, the frait of our lips, giving thankes to é{k |
Name. [ So will we vender thee the Calyes of oxr
lips ] Wheacethepoint s, whRlee!
That Godschildren at al times bave their Sacrifices, "\
Thereis indeed onekinde of Sacrificing deter- ,‘
mined, and finithed by the comming of Chyift, |
who was the laft Sactifice of propitiation for oyy !
fins. The miore to blame th ofe, who yet miin-
taine adaily Saciifice, sot of laud and praife,bar
of cozening and deluding the world, in faying |

mafle forthe fins of the quick and thedead, alj
fuch Saciifices being finifhed and clofed upin

him Y




| 2 wounded broken heart(by the knifeof Ren-

' we offer him to God daily, abroken heart firlt,
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him (our blefled Saviour) who, &y ose Sacrifice
(asthe Apottle fpeakes)hah perfected them that
are (anifified : and that, By eneSacrifice when hee
offcred up himyfelfe; whenall the Jewifh Sacrifices
ended,fince which,alloursare but a commemo-
rationof Chrifts laft Sacrifice (as the Fathets
fay) The Lords Supper with thereft : Which
temaine ftill, and the Sacrifice of praife, with a
few others I defire to name.

Firft, The Sacrifice of a broken heart, whereof
David fpeakes, Pfal.51.17. which Sacrifice of

tance)pleafeth God wondroufly well.
Andthen, A broken keart thatoffirs Chrift to
Gedevry day,who though he were offered once
forall:yet our beleeving in him, and daily pre-
feating his Attonement made for us,is a new of-
fering of him.Chrift is Crucified and Sacrificed
forthee as oft as thou beleeveft in Chrilt Cru-
cified. Now uponall occafions we manifelt our
Beleefe in Chrift, to wafh and bathe our {elves
inhis blood, who juftifieth the ungodly, fo that
upon afrefh (ight of fin with contrition forit, he
continually juftificth us. Thus when we Beleeve

'and then Chrit with a broken heart,

And then when webcleeve in Chiift, we offer

| and facrifice our felvesto God, in which refpect we \

muft (asicwere) bekilled ere webeoffeted ;
for wee may nototfer our fclves as wee are
in our lofts, but as mortified and killed by Re-

pentance. Then we offer our felves to Godasal
realo- |

bk .
Ser. 11
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Heb.7.27.
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reafonable and living facrifice, whenwee offer
our felves wholy unto him, wit, underftanding,
judgement, affcétions and indeavour, as Panl

faith ofthe U acedonians, they gave themfelves to |

God first,andthen their goods. Infumine, itisthat
Sacrifice Paul fpeakes of, Rem.12.1. To prefent
our bedies a living Sacvifice, holy, acceptableunto

God,cc. for 2 Chriftian who beleeveth in the
Lord Jefus, is not his owne, but facrificeth him-

felfero him that was Sacrificed for him. As|
Chiltis given to us, fo heethat beleeves in |

Chiift gives himfelfe backe againe to Chrifti
Hereby aman may know if he be attue Chri-
ftian, and that Chrift is his ; if he yeelds up him-
feffeto God 5 for, Christ died and rofe againe, |
(faith the Apoftle) thas be might be Zord both of
quick and dead. Therfore (faith he) whethir wee
liveor die,we are not onr own, what we do or fuffer
intheworld, inall weare Sacrificed,fo faith a
fan&ified foule ; my wit,my will, mylife, my,l
good,my affe&tionsare thine, ofthee I received |
themsand I refigne all tothee asa Sacrificz. Thus
the Martyrs to feale the Truth (as a Sacrifice)
yeelded up their blood.Hethat hath not cbtai- |
ned of himfclfe fo much,asto yeeld himfelf to
God,he knowes not whatthe Gofpell meanes;
for Chriftian Religionis notencly tobeleevein
Chrift for forgivenefle of fin, but the famefaith
whichtakes this greatbenefir, renders back our
{elves in liewof Thankfullnefle. {1
Sothat, whatfoever we have (after we Be-
leeve) wegive allback againe. Lord,l havemy
life,

B A
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(lifc, my will,my witand all from theg, and to
thee I returne all back againe: for when I gave
any felfe tobeleeve inthy deare Sonne, I yeel-
ded my felfeand all [ havetothee: and now ha-
ving nothieg but by thy gift 5 if thou wilt have
all, Twill rewrncall uato thee againe; ifthou
wilthave my life, my goods, my liberty thou
fhalt have them. Thisis the ftate of a Chriftian
who hath denicd himfelfe, for wee cannot be-
leeveaswe fhould, unlefle we denie our felves.
Chriftianity is. not altogether in beleeving this
and thar,batthe faith which mooves mee to be-
leeve Forgivenefle of finnes, carriesus alfounto
God,to yeeld all backagaine to him.

| New Teftament,are Almes, as Heb.13.16. To ds
good,andto communicate forges ot for with fuch Sa
crifices Godis well pleafed.

And (among the reft) The Sacrifice of Praife,
whichis in thefame Chapter ver.1s. firft, he
(aith, by hime (thatis, by Chuift) let us offer the fa-
crificeof praifeto God continually,that is, The fruit
ofour lips, whichis but an expofition of this
place,whichbecaufe iris efpecially hereinten.
ded 5 Iwilla little inlarge my felfein.

The Calves ofour lips, implies twothings :

Not onely Thankfullne(fe 1o God

But glorifying of God, in fetting out his praife
otherwife to thanke God for his goodneffe to us,
or for what we hope to receive, without glorify-
ing ofhim,is norhing at all worth. Forin glori-

fying there are two things.
' W §

More efpecially, amongthe Sacrifices of the

Ser.II.
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| are, ate difcovered and fet out, his Wifedomee,
 Mercy, Power,Goodnefie, A - fufficiencie,cc.then |

Calgres of onr lips, butefpecially to praife him.
 Whencethe pointis,

agceprable Sacrifice.

The Returning Backlider.
1. A [uppofition of Esxcellencie, forthat can-

e ]

‘notbe glorified which hath no excellénciein ir;
glory in fublimity,hath alway excellencieatten-

ding it. And:
2. The manifeftation of this glory,
Now when al the excellencies of God asthey

we glorifichim. To praife Godfor his favours
tous, and accordingly to glorifie him, is The

hat theyeelding of pruifeto Gba‘, i5.a wondyons

Which isinfteed of all the Sacrifices of the
Old Teftament; then which, the.grearef¥ can
doe nomore 5 northeleaft, Ieffe, for jtis the fa-|
crificeand fruit of the lips. Butto'open it; it is
not meercly the facrifice of our lipss for the
praife we yeeld toGod it muft be begotten in
the heart.  Hereupon' the word (5,3) fpeech
fignificth both Reafon and Specch there being one
word in the learned language for both. Becaufe, |

fpeech isnothing but that ftreame which iffues
fromthe fpring of reafon and underftanding 5 |
therefore;in Thankefgiving there muft not bea|
lip-labour onely; bur a Thankefgiving fromthe |

lips, firft begotren iov the hearr, comming
from theinward man, as Pfal.103.1. The Pro-
phetfaich, Bleffe the Lord,0 my foule,.and all that)
15 within mee, bleffe his boly Namey, Praife muft

come from a found judgement of the worth of |
: the
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the thing we praifc God for. It muftcome from |Ser. 1.
anafe@ion which defires that God may have
theglory, bythe powers of the whole inward
‘man, which is a hard matter to rouze up our!
{elves to praile God with all the powers of
our foule, all that is within me, praife his holy
Name, There goeth Judgement, Redolution of
the will, ftrength of affecions, and all with
ir.

And thenagaine,befides this, The Calves ofour
lips, carries usto work. The orall Thanke[giviog
muft be juftified by our workes and decds jor
elfe,our a&tions will give our tongue the liesthar B
we praife him with the one, but denie him inthe ’
other. This isa Solloci{meyasif one fhould look
totheearthand cry O ye heavens ¢ fo when we
fay, God be praifed, when yet our life fpeakes
the contrary,it is a difhoneuring of God. >othe
praife of our lips muft be made good and juftifi-
ed by out life,a&ions,and converfation : tais we
muft {uppofe for the full underftanding of the
words. Wewill yender (from our hearts)the Calves
of our lips,which we muft make good in our lives
and converfazions, ever to {et forth thy praifc in
our whole lite. B

But why doth the Prophet efpecially menti- | Dueft,
onlips 5 The Calves of our lips, which are our ffc’ ’-’;{fPf,;fe
words. i i

1. Parnly, becaufe Chrift who i the Word, de- 'i;;'fl:'w'
lights iuour words. ’

2. Becaule our Tongue is ovr glory, and that

whereby we glarifie God.,

2. And
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3. Andefpecially, becaufe ouy Tongue is thas
which excites others i

Being atrumpetof praife;, ordained of God
for this purpofe. Therefore, The Calves of our
lips. Partly,becaufeir ftirres up our felves and
others; and pantly, becaufe God delights in
words efpecially of his owne dictating, To
comethento fpeake more folly of Praife and
Thankefgiving, letusconfider, what 2 {weer
excellentand prevailing duty this js; Whichthé
Ghurch (tobind God) promifeth unto hjm
The Calwves of our lips. 1 will not be long in the
point, but only come to fome helpes how wee
may csmﬁ to dorir. : '

Firft,this Praifing of God muft be from
humble broken heagrt, the humble fotﬁ?thaa[:
fees it felfe not warthy of any favour, and con-
fefleth finne before God, is alway athankfull
foule. Takeaway our iniquity, and then doe
good to us, we arc empty our felves; Then will
we render thee the Calves of ourlips. What
made David {o thaokfull 2 mans Hee was an
bumble man; and fo 7aakeb 5 whatabafed him
fo in hisowneeyes? his bumility 5 Zord Jam |
leffethen the leaft of thy mercies. He thar thinkes
bim{elfe unworthy ot anything, will bethank.
full for every thing, and hee who thinkes him.
{clfe unworthy of any blefling, will be conten- |
ted with theleaft. Thercfore, let us worke our
hearts to humility,in confideration of our finne. |
fullneffe, vilenefle, and unworthineffe, whicl,

will make us thankfull, efpecially of the beft

bleffings, !
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Jbleffinzs, when wee confider their greatneffe, 'S
and our uaworthinefle ofthem. A proud man
can never be thankfull. Thercfore that Religion
which teacheth pride, cannot be a thankefull
Religion, Popery iscompounded of fpirituall
pride. <Merit of Congruizy before Converfion, |
Mrit of Condignity and defert of heavenafter,
Free-will and the like, to puffe up nature, what
a Religionisthis ¢ muft we light acandle be. |
forethe divell 7 is not nature proud enough, bue
wemuftlight a candle to it? to be fpirttually
proud is worft of all.

can,by confidering what and how miferable we
were without it. He will blefle God joyfully for
pardon of {in who fees how milerable hee were
without it, in mifery next to divels, ready to
drop into hell every moment : and the more
excellent weare, {fo much the more accurfed
without the forgivenefle of finnes. For the foule
by reafon of the largeneffe thereof, is fo much
the more capable and comprehenfible of mi-
fery; asthe divels are more capable then wee,
therefore are moft accurfed. O this will make
.{us bleffe God for the pardon of finne, and like-
wife, let us fet a price upen all Gods blef:
fings, corfidering what we were without our!
fenfes, fpeech, meate, drinke,reft,ebe. O belo-
ved, weforget to praife God fufficiently for our
feafes. This little fparke of Reafonin us, is an

E excellent

§
And with our owne unworthineffe, addthis,
y ) A due confide-
acorfideration of the greatneffe of thething we bleffe rationuf the

God for : {erting as high aprice upon it as wee | greatne e of
s 5 B or P the bleffigs.
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excellent thing 3 grace is founded upon it, if we
were without Reafon,what were wez1f we wan-
ted fight, hearing, {peech;, reft, and otherdaily
bleflings, how uncomfoitable were our livese
This confideration will add and fet a price to
their worth, and makeus thankfull to confider
our mifery withoutchem. But ({uch isourcor-
ruption) that favours are more knowne by the
want then by the enjoying of them, when too
late we(many times) finde, how darke and un-
cemnfortable we are without them then {marting
the more foundly, becaufe in time we did not
{ufficiently prize, and were thankfull for them,
And then, labour to get further andfusther affis-
rance,that wee are Gods children, beloved of him =

this will make us thankefull, both for what we |’

haveand hope for, Itlets out the life blood: of
Thankefullnefle to teach doubting, or falling
from grace. Whatisthe end Ibefecch youwhy
the glory to come is revealed before the time 2
that we fhall be fonnes and davghters; Kings
and Queenes 3 heires and co-heires with Chrift;

and all that he hath isours # Is not this know- |

ledge revealed before hand, that our praife and
thankefgiving fhounld before hand be futable to

this Revelation ¢ being fet with Chrift in hea-|
venly places already. Whence comes thofe|

ftrong phralfes, we are raifed with Chrift 5 fit with;

him inheavenrly Places : are tranflated from death |

to life : Transformedinto bis image : Partakersof

the divine nature,dre. If any thing that cancome|’
‘betwixt our beleeving and our fitting there(l
could !
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could difappoint us thereof, or unfettle us, it
may aswell put Chrift out of Heaven, for we fic
with him.If wee yeeld to the uncomfortable Po-
pifh Dotine of doubting, we cannot be hearti-
ly thankfull for bleflings; for ftill there will
rife in the foule furmifes, I know not whether
God favour me or not, it may be I am oncly
fatted for the day of flaughter, God gives mee
outward things to damne me, and make methe
more inexcufable ; what a cooler of praife is
this, to be ever doubting and to have no aflp-
rance of Gods favour? But when upon good
evidence (which cannot deceive) wee have
fomewhat wrought in us diftin¢t from the grea-
ter number of worldlings, Gods ftampe fer up-
onus,having evidences of the ftate of grace,by
conformicy to Chrift, and walking humbly by
the Rule of the Word in all Gods waies, Then
wemay heartily be thankfull, yea and we fhall
breake forth in Thankefgiving: this being an
eftate of Peace,and joy uinfpeakeable and glorious,
whereinwe take every thing‘as an evidence of
Gods love.

Thus, the affurance of our being inthe ftate
of grace,makes us thankfull for every thing : fo
by the contrary, being notin fome meafure af-

Ser.II.

That Popifh
Doddrine of
doubting kills

{ Than'fullneffe

to God.

That ajfurance
of being in the

fPateof grace,
15 the nurfe of

fured ot Gods love in Chrift, wee cannot be | Tharkezing.

Thankfull for every thing. Tor irwill alwaies
come in our minde, I know not how I havethefe
things,and what account I fhall give for them.
Therefore,even forthe honour of God, and that
we may praife him the more cheercfully, letus

E 2 labour

]

|




54

The Returning Backflider,

Ser. ]l

apm————

1 Pet.xr.3

| the ftate of grace,to make us thankfull both for

labour to have further and further evidences of

things prefent and to come, fecing faith takesto
truft things tocomse, as if it had them in poffeffi-
on: Whereby we are affiired of this ; thar wee
fhall come to heaven,as fure as if we ‘weie there!
already. This makes us praife God before hand |
forall favours: asblcfled Peter begins his Epi-|
fle, Bleffed be the God and Father of our Lovd)
Iefus Chrift 5 which according to bis abundns
mgreys bath begotten ws againe winto alively hope,
by the Refurrectionof Iefus Chrift from the dead,ro
an inheritance incorruptible and und:filed aud 1}
fadeth not away, referved in beaven for you, ¢rc., As|
fooneas we are new borne, we are begotten to
aKingdome, and an Inheritance : therefore
afforancethat we are Gods children, will make
usthankfull forgrace prefeat and that to come, |
as if we were in Heaven already 5 we beginthen
the imployment of Heaven in thankefgiving :
here to praife God before hand with Cherugimg,

and wAngels. Lerusthenbe ftirred up, o give
God his due before hand, tobegin Heaven upon

Earth 5 for weeare fo much in heaven a)-
‘ready aswe abound and are con-
verfant in thankfgiving
upen carth, '

The end of the (econd Sermon,




%@3@%@%%@%@%

VRIS RV
THE
THIRD

SERMON.

Hos. 14.24,

~--=Sowill we render the Calves of onr lips,
Afbur [ball not fave us, we will not rideupon
bores,neither will ywee [ay any more to the
worksof our bands, ye are our gods, for in
thee the Farberle[Je findeth mercy,

2 H E words (as wee heard
heretofore ) containe “a
moft {weet and excellent
forme of Returning unto

. e atAes God for miferable loft

R 26 ; and forlornefinners,wher-
= ,@ in,fo farre God difcovers

' his willingnefle to have

his pcoplc returne unto him,that he diGtatesunto

thema formeof prayer, Take withyou werds and

B2 turne |

)]

Serm.III,
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Micah 7.18.

S Returning Back(lider.

Surm. L. turne tothe Lord, [y unto him, Take away iniquity.

W hereinwe fee how deteftation of fin muft be
as generall as the defire of pardon:and that none
heartily prayto God to Take away all iniquity,
who have not grace truly to hage all iniquity..
wArd doe gaadto #s, or doe gl‘atiouﬂy tous, for
thereis no good to us till finne be remooved,
though God be goodnefle it felfithere is no pro-
voking or meriting caufe of mercy inus; but he
findes caufe from his owne gratious nature and
bowels of mercy, topitie his pocre people and

fire to burne, a {pring to runne, the Sun to fhine :
Therefore ir is eafily done (as the Prophet
fpeakes) Who is a God like unto thee? '

Where wie cameto fpeake of the Réftipula-

tion, So_will wee vender the Calues of our lips:
where Gods favour thines there will be a re-
fieCtion,loveis notidle, but a working thing: it
muft renderordic; and what doth it renderr di-

{poke of,that of a broken heart,of Chrift offered
tothe Father toftand betwixt Gods wrath and

and praife, which muft be with the wholein-

fervants. Itishisnature tofliew mercy s as the |

vers Saciifices of the New Teftament which 1|

usour felvesas aliving Sacrifice: Almes-deeds,|

ward powers of the foule.

Praife is not comely in the mouth of afoole((aith
the Wifeman) nor of a wicked man, asPfal.50.
16,17. {aith Godtofuch, What haft theu to doe
1to1ake mywords inthy mouth fince thow hateff to be

\reformed,and haft caft my words behind thee? There
jareacompany who are ordinary {wearers, and |

filthy

Y
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filthy fpcakers ; for them to praifc God, Tames
tcllsthem, that thefe contrary ftreames canaot
flow out of agood heart; Ono: Godrequires
not the praife of fuch fooles.

I gave youalfo fome Diretions how to praife
God, and to ftirre up your felves to this moft
excellent duty, which Twill not infift on now,
buradda littleunto that Ithen delivered,which
is, That we mnft watch all advantages of praifing
God, from our difpofitions . Is any merric, let him fing
(faith Twmes) O, itisa great point of wifeduhe,
totake advantages wich the ftreame of our tem-
pertopraife God. Whenhe doth incourage us
by his favours and bleffings,and inlarge our {pi-
rits,then weare in arighr temper to blefle him:
let us not loofe the occafion. Thisisone Branch
of redeeming of time, to obferve what ftateand
temper of foule wearein, andto take advantage
fromthence.Isany manin heavineffe? heisfitto
| mourncfor fin: lethim take the opportunity of
that temper.Isany difpofed to cheerefullnefe ; et
him facrifice thar marrow,oyle, and fweetnefle
of fpiritto God. We fee'thepoore birds inthe
{fpring-time, whentholfelittle {piritsthey have
are cherifhed with the Sun-beames, how they
exprefle itin finging 5 fo when God warmes
us with his favours, lethim have the praifc of

And here, T cannot but take up a lamentati-
on of the horrible ingratitude of men, who are |
fo farre from taking advantage by Gods blef-
fings to praife him ; that they fight, like Rebels)

37
Serwm. IIT,

Iames 3.30,

Totake ad-
vantiges of
our dtfpofition
Tames 5,13,

A cenure of
thofe who tafe
the advantage
of Gods blef-
firgs to feed
therr luffs.

—
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SerMm. 11

Incouragement
to Praife God
I L)

We honour bim

by it.

2.
It is the moft
gainefull tra-
diﬂg'

| divell, untowhom they facrifice their firength

againft him with his owne favours. © Thofe
tongues which-he hath given them for his glo-
ry, they abufeto pierce him with blafphemie,
and thofe other benefits of his lent them to ho-
nour him with, they turne to his difhonour, like
children, who importunately aske for divers
things,which when they have,they throw them
tothedog. So,favours they will have, which
whenthey have obtained,they give them to the

andcheerefullnefle, and cannot be merrie, un-
leflethey be mad and finfull. Are thefe thingsto
betolerated in thefe daies of lights How few
{hall we findewho in atemper of mirth turne it
the right way ¢

Butto add fome incouragements to inciteus
to praife God, unito the former; Ibefeech you
letthis beone, That we hounour God by it 5 itis a
well. pleafing Sacrifice to him. If we would fiu-
die to pleafe him,we cannot do it better then by
praifing him.

Aund it is a gainefull trading with God : for
in beftowing his {eed, where he findes there
is improovement in a good foyle, with fuch a
fanctified difpofition as to bleffe himupor all
occafions, that there comes not agood thought,
a good motion inthe minde, but we blefle God
who hath injected fuch a good thought in our|
heart : there I {ay God delights to fhower |
downe more and more bleflings, making us
fruitfull in every ‘good worke to the praife of
his Name. Sometimes we fhall have holy and

- ; gratious




| difpofition, fit for Spirituall Kings and Pricfts

 wee ought o be abundantin it. Forthofethat
'begin not Heaven upon earth, of which' this

J.
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gratious petfons makea law,that nogood or ho-
ly motion fhall come into their heares which
they willnot be thankfuli for.  Q, when God
{eeth aheart foexcellently difpofed, how doth
it inrich the foule? Ttisa gaincfull trade. As we
delight to beftow our feed in foyles of great in-
creafe,which yeeld fixty and an hundred fold,
if poffible: fo God delights in a difpofirion in-
clined to bleffe him upon all eccafions, on
whom he multiplies his favours.

Andthen, initfelfe; it &5 a most noble act of |
Religion, it being 2 more bafe thing to b&'al-
waics begging of God 3 but it argueth a more
noble, raifed and elevated {pirit to be difpofed
topraife God. And it is an argument of Jeffc’
{elfe-love and refpe, being therefore more
gainefull to us. Yea,itis amore nobleand royall

thusto Sacrifice.

Againe, indeed we havemore caufe to praife
God then 10pray, baving many thingsto praife
him fir which wee never praid fory Who ever
prayed for his cleétion, care of Parents in our
infancy, theiraffeGtion tous, care to breed and

-

c
Bezaufe wre

bivemore canfe
10 give thaxies

then 10 pray.

traine ustoyeares of difcretions befides thofe
maoy favours daily heaped upon us, above all

thatwe are able to think or {peake. Thercfore |.

Praife being a more large Sacrifice then Prayer,

praile isamaine funétion, they fhall never come

to Heavenafter they aretaken from the earth s
for |

Serm. Il

.o g
1t is @ moft po-
blead of Reli-
{gion.
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Snnﬁ.III.

Luke 2,14,

Hab,13.23,

5e
Praifing brings

ioy.

forthere is no heavenly action, but it isbegun
upon carth efpecizlly this maine one,ofjoyning

{ with Angels, Seraphims, and Cherubims in

lauding God ¢ Shall they praife him on our be-
halfe, and fhall notwee for our owne 2z We fec
the Quire of Angels when Chrift was borne,
fang, Glory be to God on high, on earth Peace,
and good will towards men. \What was this fore
Becaufe Chrift the Saviour of theworld was
borne, wherebythey fhew, that we have more
benefitby it thenthey. Therefore if wewould
eveT joyne with them in Heaven, let us joyne
with them upon Earth; for this is one of the
great priviledges mentioned by the Author-to
‘the Hebrewes, unto which we be come too, Com-
mewnion with the [pirits of just men made perfect,
and to the company of invumerable Angels:we can-
not better fhew that we are come to that bleffed
cﬂa(tie and Society fpoken of then by priifing
God.

And lattly, Ifwebemuchin praifing God, wee
fhall be much in joy, which eaferh mifery; for
a man can neverbe miferable, that ean be joy-
full, and a manisalway joyfull when hee is
thankfull. When oneis joyfull and cheerefull,
what mifery canlic upon him ¢ Therefore itis
a wondrous helpe in mifery to ftirre up the
heart to this fpirituall Sacrifice of Thanke{zi-
ving by all arguments, meanes and occafions.
Our heartsare Temples,and we are Priefts, we
fhould alway thereforehave this light & Incenfe.
burning in our hearts,as the firedid alway burne

on
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onthe Alrarin < ofes time, that wee may have
thefe fpiritvall Sacrifices to offer continually.
W here this isnot, the heart of that man or wo-
man, is like the abbemination of defolation, which
(whenthe daily Sacrifice was taken away) was
fet up inthe Temple, And certainely where there.
is not praifing of God, the heartis an abhominati-
anof defolation, havingnothing init, {ave mon-
fters ot bafe lufts and earchly affe&ions.

But how fhall wee know that God accepts
thefe Sacrifices of Praife ¢

How did hee witnefle the acceptatioi? of
thofe Sacrifices under theoldLaw ¢ &y firen
from Heaven ; this was ordinary with them, So
if we finde our hearts warme, cheared and in-
couraged with joy, peace,and comfort in prai-
fingGod; thisis as it were 4 witnefleby fire
from Heaven that our Sacrifices are accepted.
Let this now {aid be effectuall, to flirreyou up
tothis excellent and ufefull duty of Thanke[g:-
ving, without multiplying of more Arguments;
faveto putyou inmindeof this, thatas weeare
exhorted to delight our felves in the Lord, one
way (amongthe reft) to doe ity isto ferve bim
with cheerefrllnefCe, it is an excellent thing to
make us delightin God, who loves acheere-
full giver, and Thankelgiver. Sowill weren-
derthe Calves ofeur lips . But to proceed.

After this their folemne Covenant and pro
mife of yeelding Praifeso God,that it ke would
forgiveall their.finnes and doe good to them 5
then he thould have the bef they could doe to

him

e

61

Serwm,III.

Dan,12.11,

Lueft.

Anfw.

How to krow
when cur
Thanke/giving
s accepred,

Plal.37.4
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Serwu.I1L him againe, (Praife) Hercis <4 Promife of new

|
|

Obedjence, which hath two Branches,

1. <A Renunciation of theili courfes they took
before. ‘
<A fbur [ball not fave us, wee will not yide

\upon Horfes, neither will wee (ay any more to the

workes of our hands ye are our gods.

2« Thenthercis a Pofitive duty implied,in thefe
words;

For inthee, the Fatherle[f findeth mercy,

Whereof, the one fprings from the other;
Afbur [hall not [ave us, wee will not vide upon
Horfes, ncither will we fay any more to the workes
of our hands, ye areonr gods. Whence comes all
thefe ¢ fir inthee, the Fatherlefe findeth mercy.
Thouhaltbe our Rock, our Truft, our Confidence

\forever: what will follow upon this? /by

(hallnot fave us any longer, we will not ride 1pan
Horfes.¢rc. for we have pitched and placed our
confidence better ; on himy,in whom, #he Fasher-
le(fefindeth mercy. jij¢
A fhur [ball not fave s, :
The Confidence which this people had pla-|
ced,partly in A fhur their friends and aflfociates;

and partly in theirowne firength at home s now

(promifing Repentance) they renounce all fuch
confidencein 4 /bar, Hor fes,and Idols. A fbar fhall |
not faveus.gre.

Firftforthis, gfbur fhall not fave us; tha
is, the A[fyrians, whom' they had onthe one

fide,and the Agyprians on theother: it being
(as we {ec in the Prophecices of Ifay and Zeremsy)
ordinary '

|

|
i

i
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ordinary with Gods people, in anydiftrefle to [SER. 111
have recourfc tothe A [fyrians,ov gyptians 5 as
if God had not beene {ufficient to be their Rock
and their fhicld. Wee fce how often the Loxd
complaines of this manncr of dealing, Ify 30.2.
¢ 31.1. Woe unto them that goe downe into /Egypt
for I_;clpe,zmd [tayon hores, andtrust in chariots, be-
canfe they are many & ¢. The Prophers (and fo
this Propher) are very full of fuchcomplaints.
It being one of the cheefe arguments hee pref-
{eth, their falfenefle in this, that in any feare or
perill,they rantothe {helter of other Naciofis,
efpecially thefetwo, FEgypt-and 4(fyria, as you
have it, Chap.12.1. Ephraim feedeth on wind,and
followeth after the Eat winde, heedaily increafeth
lies and defolation, and they doc make a Covenant
with the Affyrians:, andoyle is carriedinto Egypt,
thatis, Balme, who hadchis priviledge above
all other nations, to abound in pretious Balmes:
whichbalme and oylethey carried fora prefent
into Ezypt,towintheir favour againft the Affy-
rians. Sometimes they relied onche one, and
{ometimes on the other, the ftory and caufes
whereof weretootedious to relate, wherefore
I come tothe ufefull points arifing hence.4/bur
Jball not fave us.

¥ That man naturally is proze toput confdence|
inthe creature.

s. That the creatureisunfufficient and unable to
yeeld ws this prep 10 upheld o:y confidence.

3. That Gods people when they are endowed with
light _[u;zcmammll, to difccrne and be convineed

: hereof,

-
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Doit.

‘That reforma-
tion muft be
doyed with
prayer and
praife.

Pro,15.8.

Tofh.g.19.

Ier.7.9,

Pfal.co 16,

The Returning Back/lider,
hereof, are of that minde to Jay [ Afbur ball not

ave us.])

But o make way to thefe things, wee
mutft firft obferve two things for 3 prepara-
tive. -

Fitl, That Refirmation of lify pauft be joymed
with Prayer and Praife. “There was Prayer be-
fore,anda promife of Praife s but(as here)there
muft be joyn’d reformation of their finne, That
itmuft be fo irappeares. Firft for Prayer: ftis
faid,Pfal.6 6.18. If I reqard wiquity inmy beart,
the Lord willnot bearemy Prayer - and for Praife;
Thevery facrifice of the wicked (who reformes
not his waies) 7s abhominable : - o thar withoy:
Reformation, Prayer and Praifeis to 1o pur-
pofe. Thereforeit is brought here afier 2 pro-
mife of Praife.Lord aswemeane to praife thee
fo weeintend athorough reformation of forme;
finnes whereof wee were guilty, We will re.
nounce Afhur, and confidence in Horfes, Idols
and the like. Therefore let us when we come
to Godwith Prayer and Praife, thinke alfo ofye.
forming what is amiffe. Our with Achan- if
there be any. dead flie or A chan vncatt c;ur,
Prayer and Praife is invaine. Wil you fteale,
lie,commit Adultery, fiveare falfe] v>and come
and ftand before me (faith the Lord by the Pro.
phet Zeremiah)? Will you offerto Praytome and
Praife me living in thefe and thefe fianes ¢ No,
God will abhorre both that Prayer and Przife,
whiere there is no reformation, 777 haft thoy
1o doetotake 7Y Name s thy meuth, SJince thou b 4.

zeft
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t;}/f to be reformed, and bast cast my words behind
+hee ? faith God. Where he pleades with the Hy-
ocrite for this audacious boldnefle in fevering
thines conjoyned by God. Therefore as wee
would not have our Prayers turned backe from
Heaven, which fhould bring ablefling uponall
other thingselfe: As we would not have our

{acrifices abhominable to God, labour to re-|

forme what isamiffe, amend all, or elfcnever
thinkeour lip-labour will proove any thing but
2 loft labour, without this Reformation.

A Second thing which I obferve ingenerdll,
before I come to the particulars, is, ,

That true Repentance is of the particular finne
whichwe are moft addiited to, and moft guilty of.

The particular finne of this people (whom
God fo inftru@s here) wastheir confidence in
Affyria, Horfes and 7dols. Now therefore Re-
penting, they repent of the particular maine
finnes they were moft guilty of, which being
firicken downe, all the leffer will be cafie to
conquer. Aswhen Goliah himfeife was fricken
downe,all the hoft ofthe Philifims runneaway.
So when Golih fhall be lainein us, the reigning
ruling domineering finne, the reft will eafily be

coneuered.

Ser.IIL

Doit,

1 Sam.y7. §1,

Therefore let us make an Ufe of Eyaminati- 42

on and triall of our Repentance. Ific be foundsit
drawes with it a reformation, asin geaerall, fo
efpecially of our particular faones, as thofe,
L Sam.12.8. confcfle and fay, Aboveallother
things wee have finned in this, i wsking a King.

We

Triall of Re-
pentance.

[ 4
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S B RoIII.

Ioh.4.18,

2 Chron,18,

The Returning Backflider,

We were nanght and had offended God many
waies before, but herein we have beene excee.
ding finnefull, in fecking another Governour,
being weary of Gods grations ‘Governement
over us. So agratiotis heart will fay, | have
beene awretch in all other things, but in this|
and that finabove all other. Thus it was with the
woman of Samaria, when fhee was put in minde
by Chrift of her particular grand finne, tha: fhee
had beene a light woman and had had many
hysbands, he whom the lived with now not be.
ing her husband. This difcovery (when Chyrift
touched the galled parr) did foworke upon her
cenfeience, thatit occafioned a general] repen-
tance of all her other finnes whatfoever, And
indeed {ound repentance of one maine fin, will
draw withivall the reft. And forthe mof part
when God brings any manhometo hin, he fo
carries our repentance, that difcovering untous
our finncfullnefle, hee efpecially fhewes s our
Dalilah, 1faack, Herodias, our particular finne,
which being caft out, we prevaile eafi ly againft
thereft. Asthe charge was given by the King
of <Aram againlt Alab, fight neither again|}
greas noy fmall,but onely against the K ing of. Ifrael, |
kill him, and then there will be aa end of the

battell. So let us not ftand ftriking at chis and
thatfinne which wee are not fo much tem pted
to, ifwewill indeed proove our repentance to
be found, but at that maine finne which by pa-

|

?

ture, calling or'ceffome we are moft prone ufto.
Repentance for this caufts Repentance for 4]

the
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the reft, as herethe Churchi{aith, Afbur [hall nor _SM'
Jave us,we will wot vide upon horfis 8ecs 2700

Itis a grand impofture,- which carties inany
to Hell, they will cherifh themfelves in fome
grofle maine finne, which pleafes corrupt ra-
ture, and isadvantagious to them : and by way
of compenfation with God they'will doe many
otherthings well, butleave a'dead flieto marre
all. 'Whereas theyfhould begin héte efpécial-
ly.: Thismuch in generall; which things premi-
fed, Icome tothetforenamed particulars. Fipft,

That natuyally we are apt and prone to confidence | Dogt,
in outwardhelps and prefent things. ’

This came to our nature from the firft fall 5
| what was our fall atfirft« A turning fromthe |

All-fufficient unchangeable God to the créa-
ture, If Ithould defcribe finne, it isnothing byt
a wrning from God to one creature or ather,
when we find not contentment and {ufficiencie
inone creature, we rat to ancther, as the bird
flies from one tree and bough to another, fo we
fecke varictie of contentments from éne thing
to another, {uch is the pravitie of our pature
fincethe fall. This is a fundainentaf! conclufion;
man naturally will, and muft have fomewhatto
relie on.  The fovle muft have abottome, a
foundaticn to-tcftion, ¢itherfuch astheworld
affords ‘of a bettet. © Weake thirigs muft have
their fupports: as'Wwee fee,’ the” Vine being a
weake thing, is commonly fupported by the | -
Elme or the like fupplic. So it 1§'withthe foule
fince the fall: becaufe it is weaké; dad ¢annot
F uphold
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.Rt’ll/bﬂ. I L]
Loffe of former,

communian
with God

2.
Abu'e of our
fancies

i
|
{
:
|

Seru.1il.

uphold nor fatisfie it felfe with it fclfe,théreforc,
|it lookes ourof it felfe. Loake ro God it can-
[ notill it be in the ftate of gracé; for being his

enemie, ;it Joves not to look to himor his waies,
or have dealing with him ; therefore it lookes

L unto the creature,; that next hand unto it felfe.
| Thisbeing naturally fince the fall, that whae we

had in God before whenwe ftood, we now la-
bour to have inthe creature.

Becaufe (as was faid)- having loft Com muni-
on with God, fomewhat we 'muft have to ftay
thé foule. . : i 1
 Secondly, becaufe Satan joynes with our
fenfe and fancie, by which wee are naturally
prone to live, eftceming of things, not by faich
and by deeper grounds, but by fancie.” Now

How our fan-
cies come to be
/o abufed, asto
dote on 1he
creglure,

vf.

| amiffc of things.. , , -
i .., Bricfely for Ul hereof, it being buta dire- |

fancie having communion with fenfe, what it
difcovers and prefents for good and great 5 fan-
cie makes it greater, and the Divell above all
having communion with that facultic of fan-
sie, and fo a fpirit of error being mixedthere-
with, to make our fancie thinke the riches of the
world to be the onely riches : The greatnefle
and goodnefle of the creature, tobee the onely
greatnefle and goodnefle,, and the firength
thercof, the onely ftrength: This fpirit of es-
rer joyning with our owne {pirits; and withthe
deceit of our-natures,makes us fet a higher value
onthe creature, inlargeth and inrageththe fan-
cie, making. it {piritually drunk foasto conceive

é’cin&
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&ing point to ethers. Let ustake notice of eur
corruption herein and behumbled forit; takin
in good part thofe affliGtions and croffes which
God fends us to convince and let us fee that
there is no fuch thing in the creature as we ima-
gined. Becaufe naturally, weare defperately
given to thinke that there is fomewhar more
therein thea there is.  Now affli¢tion helpes
this ficknefle of fancie, imbittering unto usall
confidence in the creature, Therefore it is a
happy and ablefled thing to be croffed inthat |
which we over-value, as thele Ifraelites heere
did, the «A[fyrians and the Kgyptians - for be-
{ing enemies, they truftedin a brokenreed, as we
{hall {ee further inthe fecond point,

How thefe owtwardthings cannot helpe us. Doét.

How prone {o ever we areto rely upon them, | That tke crea.
they are incffect nothing, they cannot helpeus, | 77, @ef
and {o are not to berelied upon. <A fbur fhall | ejpeciatneed
not fave us. Indeed it willnot, it cannot; thefe
things cannot aid us at our moft need. Sothat
that which we moft pitch upon, failes us whea
we fhould efpecially have helpe 5 fome prefent
vanifhing fupply they yeeld: but little to pus-
pofe. Theyhave not that in them which thould
fupport the foule at a ftrair, or great pinch as
wee fay.

The Reafon is largely given by Salomon in | Reafon.
the whole booke of Ecclefiaftes, Al 15 vanity
and vexatiop of (piris. ‘There is a vanity in all
the creatures, being empticand not able to fisp-
portthe foule. They are vaine in theircontinu-

=3 ance,
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ance, and: emptie in regard of their flrength,
they are goné when wet have need of them.
Riches ( as.the Wifeman faith ) are gone, and
have wingsto flic away inour-moft need. So
Friendsy srefugitive good things, being like to
'the brookes mentioned in Zof : which when in
Summer there is need of, thenthey are dried un,
 and yet ran amainedn Winter when theré isno
| needofthem. Soeaxhly fupports, whenthere
is no need of them, then theyare athand, bur
when we have moft need of them are gone. They
are brokes Cifternes; asthe Prophet calles them:
Ciflernes, that is, they havealimited capacity, a
Cifterneisnora{pring : fo all their fuppore (at
the beft) is but a bounded and a mixed fuffici-
ency, and thet alfo which will quickly faile.
Like water ina Cifterne, whichifit be not fed
with 2 centinuall fpring, failes or putrifies pre-
fently. Likewife thefe ourward things are not

Tufficient for the grievance, for being limited:

and bounded, the grievance will be abovethe

firength of the creature; which though fome-
time it be prefent and doe not faile, yertherrou-

ble is fuch; that it is above the firength of the
creatuie tohelpe. Sethat forthefe and the like
refpeéts, thereis no fufficiency nor helpetobe
expected from the creature. A fbur fhall not
fave us, heeis not a fufficient ground of wuft.
Why &3 NEl)

H s iy Hets but 4 Creature.

| 20 Hedsam Encic.
|

3 He i aweldelater.
M. So
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he isnottobetsufted. :

1. Heds a Creasure, what is a Creature? no-
thing as it were, faith the Prophet, a/ creatnres
before him are as nothing, and as a very little thing,
and what itis, when he pleaferh he can diffolve
it into nothing, turneicinto duft. Mansbreath
is in his noftrills, all fleth is grafle, and all his
\glory as the flower of graffe. If aman truft the
creature, he may outlive his truft, his prop may
be taken from him and downe he falls. < 4fhyr
muft not be trulted therefore asa Creaturesnor as
a Man,for that brings us within the curfe:Zer.17.
5. Thus faith the Lord, Cwrfed be the man that
trufteth in man, and maketh flefh his arme,&c. So
trufting in the creature notonly deceivesus, but
brings us wizhinthe eurfe.ln that refpect, A fhur
muft not be trufted.

Bat A fhur likewife was an Enemy, and a
fecret enemie: for how(oever the ten Tribes
unto whom Hofea prophecied were great Ido-
laters, yet they were fomewhat betrer then
Afbur,who was without the pale of the Church,
and a wholy corrupted Church : therefore they
were enemics to the ten Tribes, and amongft
other realons, becaufe they were notfo bad as
they, nor deeply enough dyed with Idolatry.

Many thinke they may complic with Pope-
ry infome few things to gaine their love, and
that there may be a jopning with them in this }
aod that : but doe we thinke that they will ever
cruft us forall this2 No,they will alway hate
F 2 us

- Sothat, take him in all thefe three relations, Ser. ML |
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ustill webeas bad as they, and then chey will |

defpifeus, and fecurethemfelves ofus. There- |
fore there isno trufting of Papiils, as Papifts

not oncly Creatures, bur as falfe, and as ene-
mies. For this is the nature of wicked men,
they will never truft better then themfelves, till |
they become as bad as they are, after which
they defpife them 5 {ay they, now we may truft

fuchand {uchaone, heisasbad as we,becom’d’
oneofus. Whichisthereafonwhy fome oféa
nagghey difpoficion take away the chaftity and
virginity of mens confciences, making them
take this andthat evill courfe: and then they

thinke they have fuch fafe, being as bad as

themfelves. Wherein they deale as Zchitophels |

I politique divelifh counfell was, that A bfalon|

fhould doe that which was naught, and then '
he fhould be fure that David-and he thould ne-! |
ver agree after that = and thatthen by this difco-_i
very, the wicked Jewes fet on mifchiefe mighe|
fecurethemfelves of Abfalon. So they,now that
they joyne with us, God will forfake them, we
\{hall have them our inftruments for anything:-“
Firft, they would have the ten Tribes asbad as |
they, and then gave them the flip- whenfoever|
they trufted them. !
Againe, neither were they to be nufted as
Idolaters, to have league and fociety with them.
‘There may be fome commerce and trafique| !
with them, but amity and truft none. Afhur and
Egyps were horrible Idolaters, and therefore !
not to betrufted in that refpe@.  As wee fee

the!
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the Prophet in this cafe ¥eprooved good Zeks-
fbaphat when he had joyn'd withwicked Abab,
King of the ten Tribes: frouldeft thes belpe the
ungodly, andlove themihat bate the Lerd 2 there-

fore wrath ic upon thee from before the Lerd.  So |

2 Cron rg:2.

we fee it is a dangerous thing to bee in league
with Idolaterss cven fuch as the ten Tribes

this good King was chidden forir.
- Wewill not ride npon Horfes.

W hat kinde of creature a Horfe is, it is wosgh
the feeing, what a defaription God gives of
him, that we may fce what reafon the Spiric of
God hathto inftarce in the Herfe, faith Godto
lob, Haft thou given the Forfe frength ? Haft
thou clothed his ueck with thunder 2 Canft theu
make him afiaid as a grafbopper 2 The glory of his
Noflrills gs tesrible : He pmvez/) in the valley, and

were, wha had fome Religion amongft them : |

1

Sex. 1L

Tob.3915,10,

21,%¢,

rejoyceth in his firength, hee goeth on to meete the
armed men. He mocketh at feare, and is not affrigh-
ted : wveither turnesh he backe frem the fword. T, he’
quiver ratleth againft him, the glittering (peare and
the [kield. He [walloweth the ground with ﬁerce—‘
neffe and rage, neither belecveth hee that it is the
found of the trumpet : Hee [sith among the Trum-
pets;Ha, Hay and hee fmelleth the battell afarre off,
the thunder of the Captaines and the fhouting. ~A
notable and excellent defcription of this war-
like creature: and yert for all this excellencie
fo defcribed by the Spirit of God, in another
place,the Plalmift faith, 4 Horfe & avainething

for [afety, neither [hall hee deliver any by his great
‘ F. 4 frengths

Plal.33.12.
Plalizo 7.

{

|
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| frength 5 Some truffSin Chariots and fome i

Herfes : but we will remersber the name of tlycf
Lord our God,  Sa inanother place, The Horfe'
is prepared againft the day of barrell, b viddory i
o[ftbe Lord. 'z
How oft have you inthe Pfalmes, that proud

warlike creature difparaged, becaufe natusally |
men are more bewitched with thar, then wity
any othercreature. If thev have ftore of Horfes,
then they thinke they ate firong.  Therefore,
God forbids the King to multiplie Horfes 10 bin- |

felfe : wor canfe the people to returne to Bgypt, to|
the end hee [honld multiplie Horfes,&c. Becaufe
God is the ftrength ot his Church, when there |
is no multitude of Horfes: Yon fee itis a be.
wicching creature,and yet a vaine helpe. A place
like this we have, Ifa.2.7. complaining there
of the naughty people which were amongthe
Jewes, acthat timeas bad as the Ifraclites. Saich
he, Their land alfo is firll of filver and gold; nei-

ther isthere any end of their treafures, their jmdg|
alfo full of Horfes, weither i there any end of their
Chariots. What is there a fault inthv ¢ No.
Luther faith, good workes are good, tu: the|
confidence in them is damnable.” So gold and
filyer,Horfesand Chariots are good creatures of
God, But this was their fin, confi fence inthefe |
things: there is no ewdof their treafures ; if they | |
had treafure enough, they fhould doe well ¢-!" |
nough. Their land alfo was fullof Horfes, Wasthis |
afauliz No, bur their confidence in them : the

thought they were awife people to havefuch |
: furniturel
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furniture and provifion of munition far watre:
‘but God was their King, and the chiefe gover-
nour of his people,and forthemto heapeup thefe
things, totruft over muchinthem, it was amat-
ter of complaint,Their land alfo is full of Idols,

Thus you fee there is no confidence to beput
ncither inthe one nor theother : neither inthe
‘aflociation of forraine friends, who will proove
deceitfull ; reeds of Agypts that not oncly de-
ceives but the fplinters thereof flic about, and
may rus upinto the hand , fuch are Idolaters
and falfe friends, deccitfull and hurtfull,  Nor
in Homeghere is no truft in Horfes, munition or
fuch ltke. Whatdoth thisimplic, thatto warre
and have provifion in that kinde is unlawfull,
aad vonecefary, becaufe hee findes fault here
with Herfes and the like 7 No,take heed ofthar,
for fobs Baptiff if the fouldiers profcifion had
beene unlawfull, he would have bid them caft
away their weapons, but hee bids them, Doe
wialence to no many weither aceufe any falfely,c.
And God would never ftyle himfelfe, The Lord
of Hofls, and aman of warre, and he that teacheth
our bands towarre, and our fingers tofight, unlefle
it were good in the fealon : therctore warreis
lawfull, feeing inthe way to Heaven wee live
in the midft of enemics.

Therefore it is but an Anabaptittical! fancie,
to judge warse to be unlawfull : No, no, it is
cleane another thing which the Holy Ghoft
aimes a¢ : to beate backe carnall confidence.

and

For it is an equall fault, to multiplie helpes,

S_ER.HI

That there is
%0 confidence to,
be put,either in
Houe, cr for.
raigne forces.

Luk.3.14.

Ia.q2.13.
Cfal 18 54.

That warre is
lawfull.

———
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and to negle@ them? cither of both are fatall
many times, to multiplie Horfes erufting in
them, or to fpoile Horfes and other helpes
vainely,{o to weaken z Kingdome.  Therefore
there is a2 middle way for all outward things, a
fit care to ferve Gods providence, and when

we havedone, truft in God without tempting of

him, For to negleé thefe helpes is to tempt
himj andtotroft inthem (when we have them)
isto commit Idolarry with them.  Beware of
both thele extreames, for God will have his
providence ferved inthe ufe of lawfull meanes::

when there is this grear care in a Chriftian |
Common wealth ; there is a promife of good |
fuccefle: becaufe God is with us :.orhcrwi(e'
what is all, if he be our enemie? Sowe fee the
fecond point made good, That thefe ontward
things of themfelves cainot helpe. Therefore !
comes thisin the third place, 1 \,

That when God alters and changes and moldeth
anew the heart of aman to Repentance, be altereth
his confidenceinthe criature, Wy

A Chriftian ftate will nottruft in <4 /b7, nor
in Horfes,it is true both of ftate and perfons. The
Reafon will follow after inthe end of the verfe :
For in thee the fatherleffe findeth mercy, Be-
caufe, when a man hath once repented, there is
a clofing betweene God and him, and he fecth
an All-{ufficiency in God to fatisfie all his
defires. Therefore he will ufe all other things
as helpes, and as farre as it may ftaad with his

favour. For, he hath ciofes eye purin him, a|

new

|
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new eyeto fee himthat isinvifible, tofee God
in his greatnefie, and other things ia their right
eftimate as vaine things. What is Repentance,
‘but achange of the minde, when a mancomes
to. be wife and judicious, as indecd repentant
menare theonely wife men.  Then a man hath
anclteemeof God to bee Ed-fhady, All.fuffici-
enr, and all other thingsto beas they are unces-
taine 3 thatis, they are-fotoday, as that they
‘may be otherwifc to morrow : for that is the

a poffibility to bee otherthings then they are,
‘God isalway, Iam, alway the {ame, thereis
not {o much as a fhadow of changing in him.
Whetefore when the foule hach attained unro
this {pirituall eye-fight and wifedome; ific bea
finaefull affociatiation with Agyps or A fbur,
with this Idolater or that, he will not meddle
and as for other helpes, hee will not ufe them
further then as {ubordinate meanes. When a
man is converted, hee hath nota double, nota
divided heart 5;to truft partlyco God,and partly
tothe creature : Jf God faile him he hath 4 fbur
and Horfes enough, and aflociation with all
round about,but a Chriftian he will ufeall helpes
as they may ftand with the favour of God, and
are fubordinate under him. Now for Trall.

How fhall weknow whether we exceed inthis
confidence in the creature or nor.

Wemay know it by adventuring on ill cour-
{cs and caufes, thinking to beare them out with
A [bur-and with Horfes : butall the mercinary

naturc of the creatures, theyare in Potentia, jn|

Sexr.III.
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fouldiers in the world, and all the Horfes at
home and abroad, what can they doe wher |
God is angry 2 Now, when there is fuch con-
fidence in thefe things, as for to outdare God,
thenthere is too much truft inthem that truft
will end in confufion, ifit be not repented of 3

for thatlifis up the heart inthe creature, and as |
the Heathed ‘man obferves, God delights to
' makegreat little,and little great Tt 1s his daily

worke to caft downe mountaines, and exalt the
vglleyes. Thofe thatare great,and boaftin their {
grearnefle, as if they would command Heaven |
and Earth, God delights to miake their great:
nefle little,and at length nething, andto raifeu

thedayof {mall things. Thercfore the Apoftle
faith, IfIrejoyce, it [ball be in my infirmities, in |

 nothing elfe 5 for God delightsto thew firength

in weakenefle.

By fecurity and refting of the foule in meanef |
things ; never fecking to divine and religious |
helpes,- when we are fupplied with thofe that
are outward. For thefe people when they tro-
fted to A fyriaand Agypr,thofe falfe fupports
and fandie foundations, they were careleffe of
Gad; and thercfore muft truft in fomewhat clfe,
Wherefore if we fee a man fec<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>