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"THE.

RECOMMENDATION.

S Divine Meéditation has evidently a
A tendency to promote the mof} bleffed
ends, whatfoever will afferd any ufeful
fuggeftions, as helps to am-exercife fo ef-
fenuially neceffary, cannot but be greatly
valued by all who do pot wifh to fertle on
the lees of a farmal profeffiop, but are car-
neftly prefling forward for the mark of their
high calling of God in Chrift Jefus. Tt
is to thele particulardy, I récommend this;
precious little book, of which, if any thing
can enhance the value, it is the extreme
difficuhty, 4l now, .af .procuring a2 copy.
Nombess. (I am perfuaded) when they
hagg_vead ir; w,il[’;‘l:p defirguis to anake 1t
their conflan¢ pocket campanion ; and tho®
the matter is weighty, - yet the book in fize
and bulk is fo lig%t and portable, that it is
very convenient upon this account. . If
therefore the Recommendation of fo infig«
nificant a perfon as I am, may induce any
to poflefs themlelves of fo rich a treafure
for fo fmall a price, it will be a matter of
fatisfattion and joy to their

Affectionate Well-wifher, and
Servant in the Lord Jefus,

'h.i;i "~ 'WALTER SHIRLEY,



Taz EDITOR% -
ADVERTISEMENT."

¥

P ERHAPS fome readers may be
pleafed with the information "that an
eminent hiftorian gives us concerning this
great divine, therefore the following quo-
tation I hope may be allowed. ,
- He' fays of Dr.-Sibbes, ¢ He was one
¢ of the moft celeprated preachers of his
¢¢ time. He was a divine of good learn-
¢ ing, thoroughly acquainteg with the
¢ Holy Scriptures, a burning and fhining
¢ light, and of a moft humble charitable®
¢ difpofition.———His works difcover him
¢ to have been of an evangelical heavenly,
¢ {pirit, the comforts of which he enjoyej
¢ at his death, which happened 1635, an
‘ in the sgth year of hisage.” Neal’s
Higt. Purit. O¢&. Vol. II. p. z80. .
It may be neceffary to inform the world,
that the reafons for the re-publication of
this favourite piece of the comforting Doc-
tor Sibbes (as a celebrated divine ufed to
call him) are thefe; the great and juft ef;
teem with ‘which this, and all the Doftor's
works have been always received by the
religious part of mankind; the fearcity. of
this piece, only . one or.two copics, - after
diligent epquiry, _hjaking been found s._.al‘“i
S 3 ih



ADVERTISEMENT.

the pleafing profpe of fo great and gene-
ral utility, this little - volume, under the
divine bleffing, happily promifes to the
world, . R

The Editor’s copy appears to be a polt-
humots publication, printed 1638, with
a very general, and tedious preface, under
the fignature of E. C.  This old preface is
therefore omitted. - :

That this, though pofthumous, is the
genuine work of the very eminent authory
shofe name it bears, cannot be doubted,
after comparing it, with the Soul's Conflict:
A few alterations and addittons have beent
fttempted, to render this work more ac:
ceptable and ufeful ; but they relate almoft
entirely, if hat wholly, to the mode: of
expreflion, and net to the fentiments of
this venerable divine. And to this editior
is added, an alphabetical table of contents,
which was much needed in the two former.

All that are acquainted with Mr. Her-
vey’s works, need not to be informed, how
_ nuch the objeét of ‘the prefent publication

was in his'heart, Yior hiow frequently it wag

piouflyexprefled. - - S

' And if the Editor is riot much miftaken,
Dr. Watth’s words, ‘eoficerning another,
l‘n:rly be very juftly applied to this-book s
“¢ 1 know none of mere eminent neceffity
# glory and ufefulnefs, - than thefe twwe,

i . ¢ which



ADVERTISEMENT. ’

¢ which are the fubjes of this little book.
¢¢ T mean, the evangelical turn of thought,
#¢ and the experimental way of difcourfe
¢ on practical fubjects.”

But after. the foregoing recommendation
of an honourable and fo very refpectable a
clergyman of the eftablithed church,, I can
add nothing to exhibit the very great merit
of the following work.

Theze is another little piece in duodeci-
mo, of an unknown, though not fo anci-
ent an author, (the running title, Practical
Contemplations, confifting of one hundred
Meditations cn very interefting fubjeis;
the title-page loft; in the alphabetical ta-
ble of contents, A. Accefs, Believers have
accefs with boldnefs unto God, Contemp.
s1. K. Knowledge and praftice to be
Joined, Contemp. 1.) which hath been ve-
ry frequently enquired for, and particularly
in both the Gentleman's and Gofpel-Ma-
gazines, and many judicious perfons wifh
u could be found, and likewife re-publithed.

However, that this attempt to refcue fo
valuable a work from cblivion, and render
it more inftrumental of fpreading the fa-
vour of the Redeemer’s name, and thereby
become more extenfively beneficial to man-
kind; the Divine Bleffing is earneftly im-

lored by every ferious Reader’s Friendand
Servant,
Wanpiam/ MILLER. g



'POSTSCRIPT.

T HE great encouragement already given
to the re-publication of this valuable
piece of praétical Divinity is gratefully
acknowledged, and in this edition fur-
ther liberty hath been taken to alter
fome words, and add others, to eluci-
date the fentiments of this great Divine ;
whereby, it is hoped, the pious reader
will receive increafing benefit. .

Aughﬁ: 14, 1775,
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Divine MEDITATIONS.

T

» 7 v
1. \;E‘?lem hath made ﬁood l})rt;:i
g b in:religion, that hath-an hi
efteers of the:.ordinances of God; :igzd

" though, fometimes, he may find himfelf
dull, yet the befl things have left fuch a
relith in his foul, that he cannot be long,
without them. Qh this is.a gue fign of 2
good temper of mind! S

2. A waman, when fhe marries a huf-
band, gives up her will to him : fo doth
every chriftian when heismarried toChrift;
he gives up his will, and all that he hath,
and faith, L.ord, I have nothing but if thou
callet for it, thou fhalt have it again.

3. When we come to be religious, we
lofe not our pleafure, but tranflate ic; per-
haps befare we fed upon common or pro-.
fane notians, now we live upon holy truths.

A chrifian pever knows what comfort is
till -



10°° DIVINE MEDITATIONS.

till he fays, with Auttin, ¢ Lord, I have
¢ Jong wanted the true manna, all my for-
< nier feod was nothing but empty hufks.

4. God takes fpecial care of weak chri-
ftians, that are ftruggling with temptations
and corruptions ; Chrift ¢arries them in his
arms. All Chrift's heep are difeafed, there-
fore he will fhew a tender care of them, Jfa.
xL. 11, '

5. Whatfoever is good for God’s chil.
dren, they fhall have it ; for all is theirs to
help them towards heaven; therefore if %
poverty be good, they fhall have it ;" if dif-1
grace, if croflfes be good, :they fhall have
them ;' for all is ours, to promote our greate»
eft profperity. : : :

6. God's’ children have. thefe outward.
things with God himfelf, they are conduits: .

" to convey his favour; and the fame love:
that moved God to give us heaven and e~
ternal happineéfs, alfo leads him to give us
our daily bread. ‘ S

7. The whole'life of a chriftian fhould.
be nothing but praifes to God ; we fhould
neither eat, nor dtfnk, nor fleep, but eat,
and fleep, and work, and talk, as doing all
to God’s glory and praife. :

"~ 8. Though God deliver us not out of
tflroubli, et h% dc}ivcrs us from its evil ;
om defpair, by fupporting our fpirits :
may, he delivers by tl:op:{)le,gfor he f'an&i-
fies

[
.



DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 1%

fies trials to cure the foul, and by little
troubles be delivers us from thofe that are
much greater and eternal. N
9. What:are we but a model of Gad's
-favours, what do we fee, or tafte, but the
mercy of God; the miferies of others
fhould be' matter of praife, even the fins
of others fhould make us praife God; and
fay, * Lord,fuch might have been my cafe,
it might have befallen me.” = ‘,
10. God pities our weaknefs in all trou-
blesand afflitions ; he will not ftay too long,
left we put forth our hands to evil;',he‘wﬁl
not fuﬂgr the rod of the wicked to reft up-
on the lot of the righteous, P/a/. cxxv. 3.
11. Is it not an unreafonable fpeech fog
a manat midnight to fay, ¢ It will never be
day? ™ Itisas unreafonable for a man in
trouble to fay, ¢ O Lord, I fhall never get
free, it will always be thus, and never eni”
12. Do the wicked think to fhame or
intimidate good men ? No, a Spirit of grace
and glory fhall reft upan them ; they fhall
not only have a Spint of grace reft upon
them, but a Spirit of glory: fo that their
‘¢opntenances fhall fhine as Stephen’s did,
Afs vi. 13,

5 ; , 4
13. If God "hides his face, what fl ‘
become of our fouls: we are like the -

flower that opens and fhuts with the fi
. If God fhines upon the heart, i;,,op,c%s‘g
it

-
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but if he withdraws himfelf, we hang down'
our heads : Thox didf? bide thy fuce, and I
awas troubled, Pflal. xxx. 7.

14. When ‘we have given up ourfelves
to God'; let'us comfort our fouls, that God
is our God: when riches, and men, and

* our fives fail ;- yet God is ours;. we are _

now God’s Davids, and God’s Pauls, and
God's Abrahams, we have an eveslafting
being in him, (as one with Chrift.)
" 15. A fpecial caufe of ‘too much dejec-
tion, is want of refolution in good things ;
then we halt in religion; as halting is 4
deformed and troublefome gefture, fo ih
religion, halting is always joined with
trouble. :

16. God hath made the pooreft man,
governor of himfelf; and hath fet judg-
ment torule againt patfien, and confcience
againtt fin ; therefore reafon thould never
be a flave to our paffions.. -

17. It is the peculiar wifdam of a chri-

_ftian to pick arguments out of his worfl
condition, to make him thankful to God ;
and if thankful, he will be joyful, and fo
long as he is joyful, he cannot be mifera-
ble, but muft be happy.

18. God hath, in E{riﬂ,‘ made himfelf

A@rs, it'is no prefumption then to chal-
pge him to be our God ; when once we
have intefeft in God, he thinks nothing too

good

-
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d for us, he is not fatisfied in giving us
the bleffings of thislife, but he gives him-
felf to be our portion for ever.

19. As we receive all from God, fo we
fhould lay all at his feet, and fay, Shall I
live in a courfe of fin? that will not ftand
wish the favour of my God ; he will not
lodge in the heart that hath any purpofe
to tranfgrefs. :

" zo. God’s people have fweet idtercourfe
with him even in their callings; when we
look for comfort, we fhall find it, either in
erdinances, hearing, reading, or praying,
&c. or elfe in our common employments. -

21. We glorify God, when we exalt him
in our fouls above all creatures in the world ;
when we give him the higheft place in our
love, and our joy; when all our affections
arc fee upon him asour greateft good. "This
is feen alfo by oppofition, when we will not
offend God for any creature; when we can
atk our affetions, Whom have 1in beaven,
or on carth, but 1% ? '

22, True zeal for God’s gloty, is joined
with true love to men: therefore let all
that are violent, injurious, and infolent,
never talk of gloritying God, fo long as
they defpife the meaneft of men.

23. If we do not find ourflelves to be the
people of God’s delight, let us attend up-

on the means of falvation, and wait God's
B good
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od time. Do not ftand difputing, * Per-
haps God hath not a purpofe to fave me ;"
but, zealous in obedience, caft thyfelf in-
to the arms of Chrift, and fay, If I perifh,
1 will perifh here. . N

24. The love of God in Chrift is notin
word only ; ‘it is love that reaches from
cverla.?ng to everlafting, love fhewn in
choofidg, and in glorifying'us. Inallthe
miferies of the world, one beam of this
loving kindnefs of the Lord will fcatter all,
and fill my heart with joy.

25. Our defires are holy, if exercifed
about fpiritual things. David defires not
to be rich, or to have poiver to be reveng-
ed upon his enemies ; but prays to dwell,
in the houfe of the Lord, and enjoy his
ordinances there, P/a/ xxvii. 4.
~ 26. Defires fhew the frame of the foul
‘more than any thing. As a {pring difcov-
ers itfelf by vapours that arife; fo thefe
rifing defires fhew that there is a fpring of
grace in our hearts. g S

27. Defires fpring from the will, and the
will being, as it were, the whole man, it
moves all other powers to do their duty,
:and feek for the accomplifhment of what is
defired. Thofe therefore that pretend to

aod defires, yet negle®’ all means, and
live fcandalouly ; only have the detire of
the flothful, thatkilleth him, Prov. xxi.235.
o 28, Ar
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28. An hypocrite will dot pray always,
but a child of God never gives over; b&
caufe he fees an excellency, a neceffity, and
a poflibility of obtaining what he defires ;
he huth a promife, The iafd awill falfil the
dsfires of them that fear bim, Pfal. cxlv. 19.
29. Prayerexercifesall the graces of the
Spirit ; we cannot truly pray, but faith is
exercifed, our lpve, our patience, which
make us fet a high price upon that we feek
after, and to ufe itwell,
. 30 God takes it unkindly if we weep
too much for the lofs of a wife, child, or
friend, or for any crofs in the things of
~this life ; for it is a fign we fetch not that
comfort from him, which we fhould and
may do: nay, though our weeping be for
our fins, we muft keep moderation; with
one eye ook upon our fins, and with the
other, look to God's mercy in Chriftz
therefore if the beft grief maft be moder-
. dted, how much more fhould the other ? -
*31. Thereligious affe@ionsof God’s peo-

ple are mixed : they mingle their joy with

weeping, and their tears with joy; where-
as a catnal man’s are all fimple, 1f herejoices
he is mad, if forrowful (unlefs reftrained)
ke finks. Grace always tempers both the

. joy and forrow of a chriftian; becaufe he
hath always fomething to rejoice in, and
fomething for which Bto grieves Oh theln’;:

- 2 et

-
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let me look to heaven for the fulnefs of
J’ygz. We .are members of two worlds;
while we live bere, we muft uie this world;
how many things doth this poor body need ¢
in our paffage we muft have neceflaries, but
yet thould ufe the world asif we ufed it not;
for there_is great danger, left our affeGtions
cleave to things of this prefent life, and we
forget heaven, our home.*

33. It is a meannefs of {pirit in a chri-
ftian to be over-joyful, or over-grieved for
things worfc than ourfelves ; if a man hath
any grace, all the world is inferior to him,
therefore what poornefs of fPirit isittobe
over-joyful or pver much grieved, when all
things are fading, and vanith fo foon away :
Oh ! let it therefore be continually on o
minds, that all things here below, are fub-.
ordinate to the upper world. :

34. A fircere heart that is burdened
with fin, defires not heaven, fo muth to
leave pain, as becaufe that is the place -
where he fhall be free from fin, and have
the image of God and Chrift perfe&ed in
his foul ;. therefore a fincere fpirit comes
under the word, not fo much beécaufe an
eloquent man preacheth, as to hear divine
truths ; for the power of the Spirit goes
with them to carry on his own work. You
cannot fiill a child with any thing but the

breait,

[ .
[N
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breaft, fo you cannot fatisfy the defires of
a chriftian, but with divine truths, as Ifa.
xxvi. 8. The defire of our foul is to thy name,
and to the remembrance of thee. :

35. There are a thoufand things that
hinder good fuccefs in our affairs.  What
man can a{;ply all things to a fit iffue, and
remove all that may hinder it ? Who can -
obferve perfons, times, places, advantages,
sdnd difadvantages ? and when we fee thefe
things, there 1s naturally a paffion, hope
or fear, that robs us o(’y our knowledge ;
as when 2 man fees any danger, there is
{uch a fear, or anger, that he is in a mift.
So that unlefs God gives particular fuc-
cefs, there is none.  As it is in the frame
of a man’s body, that ftands upon many
joints, if any one be out of order, that
hinders all the reft.

36. If we with to perfevere, as deep ap-
prehernifion of our miferies by nature 1s net
ceflary, let us labour to have our hearts
broken more and more for fin. By this
fault the ftony ground-hearers, fpoken of
in the gofpel, wanted fertility : therefore
it is chriftian policy to fuffer our fouls to
be humbled as deep as polfible, that there
may bemould enough ; otherwife there may
be great joys in hearing divine truths, but
all will be fucked up like dew, under perfe:,
cution, uad the word become unfruitful.

B3j 37. Whag
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37. What is the reafon that God’s chil-
dren fink not o hell under their troubles 2
Becaufe they have God’s inward prefence
frengthening them ; for the Holy Ghoft
helps our infirmities : and not only affifts
us to pray, but to bear croffes, by lighten-
ing them with fome views of God’s gra-
cious countenance. Nothing can fupport
our faith, but inward ftrength from God.

'38. In profperity, or after fome deli-
verance, it is the fitteft time for praife, bew
caufe then our {pirits are raifed and chear-
ed by the evidence of God’s favour; the
greater the crofs, from which we have been
delivered, the more will our hearts be en-
larged to praife the Lord.

. When we receive any good, either
for body or, foul, whoever is the inftru.
ment, let us look to the principal ; as in
the gifts we receive, we look not to him
who brings, but to him who fent them.

40. Takcheed of Satan's policy ; fay
not, God hath forgotten me, becaufe I ap
in extremity ; nay, rather fay, Surely God
will foon fhow mercy, now is the {pecial
time of mercy. Let me always repel Sa-
tan with his own weapans. ‘

41. ‘Whatfoever God takes away from
shischildren, he eithér fupplies witha much
- greater favour, or elfe with ftrength to bear
shelofs. Hath God given charge to others,

w
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to take care of the fatherlefs and widow,,_
and will he negleét them himfelf ?

42. Thatis {piritual knowledge, which,
alters the relifh of the foul ; for we muft
know there isa bitter oppefition in our na-
ture, againft all faving truths ; efpecially
there is a contrariety between our nature,
and that dotrine which teaches us, we muft
deny ourfelves and be faved by another.
Thefoul muft firft be brought to relith, be-
fore it can digeft; there muft be firftan ho-
3y harmony between our nature and diyine
truth, revealed in the Gofpel. ,

43. That we might walk right in God’s
ways, let us have heaven daily in our eye, -
and the day of judgment. faith will .
fteer the courfe of our lives, and breedlave
in the ufe of the means, and patience under
all conditions ; Oh ! let us keep our eye,.
with Mofes, upon himthat is invifible.

44. A man may know that he loves the
world it he be more careful to get than to
uleit: we are but {tewards ; and every one
thould confider, Imuft be as careful in dif-
tributing, as in getting riches ; forwhen a
perfon is allin getting, and nothing in dif-
gributing, this man is a worldling ; though
moderate in getting wealth without wrong
to any man, the world hath gotten his heart,
ke inakes not that ufe of it, he fhould.

45. It is as foolifh a conceit to think,
. that
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that we can fit ourfelves for grace; as, that
achild in the womb could forwardits na- -
tural birth : if God hath made us men, let
us not make ourfelves gods ; it is God, &c.
Pbil, vi.13. S

46. As natural life preferves itfelf bfy
repelling that which is contrary toit; fo
where the life of graceis, there is a grow=
ing principle of defire, of fkill, and of
power, to fubdue every fin.

47. Itisin the nature of the foul, when
it fees a fucceffion of better.things, this
world feems mean ; when it {ees another
happy condition, not lable to change, it
hath a fanified judgment to efteem things
as they are, and {o by faith overcomes the
world.

48. In the new covenant, God intends
the glory of his grace above all. Now
faith 1s fit for it, becaufeit hath an uniting
virtue to knit us to the Mediator, and to
lay holdona thing out ofourfelves ; it emp-,

- ties the foul of all conceit of its own worth,
and of the ftrength and excellence of every
creature, and fo givesall the glory of falva-
tion to God thro’ Jefus Chriﬁ. : )

49. What we are afraid to fpeak before
men, and to do for fear of danger, let us
much more be afraid to think betore God ;
thetefore we fhould ftifle allevil thoughts
fn the very conception, in their very riting;
. o ) let
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let them be ufed as rebels and traitors, be
fubdued at firft. v
§o. The heart till a man becometh a be-
lever, is in a wavering condition, never
quiet ; the happinefs of the creature is to
be fatisfied, and have reft ; for perplexity
makes every one miferable. If a man has
but a little feruple in his confcience, he is
Eke a thip toffed by contrary winds and can-
not getto the de(zred haven.
st. The righteoufnefs of works leaves
the foul in perplexity ; that righteoufiefs
which comes by an{ other means than by
Chirift, leavesthe foul unfettled ; becaufe the
taw of God promifeth lifeonly upon abfoluté
snd perfonal performance. Now the heart
of man tells him, thefe evils he hath done,
and fuch and fuch duties omitted; and
fuilt breeds perplexity, becaufe he hath no
upport. ' -
52. Glory follows afflitions, not as the
day follows night, but as the fpring fol-
lows winter : winter prepares the earth for
fpring, fo do affli¢hons, fan&tified, prepare -
the foul for glory. ,
§3. This life 1s not chiefly for the body
but for the foul ; and therefore the foul fays
to it, * If thou prevaileft over me to fulfil
thy defires, thou wilt lofe meand thyfelf
forever.” But if the body be given up to
Chrift the foul will plead foritin hezg:t:i ;
o ) rd,



e

¢ DIVINE MEDITATIONS.

*¢Lord, that body in y'c;nder world, did faft
for me and pray with me I”* itwill plead (as
Pharaoh’s butler for Jofeph) to the King
of Kings. - - i

§4. AfHlitions make a divorce between
the foul and fin : it is not a fmall thing
that will work fin out of the foul, it muft be
the fpirit of burning, the fire of afflictions
{anQified ; heaven 1s for holinefs, and all
that is contrary to holinefs, affliction works
out, and fo fits the foul for further and
perfe@ communion with God. _

55. When the fou] admires fpiricual
things it is in an holy frame, and fo long it
will not floop ‘o carpal comforts. O let
me labopr to'keep my heart in 4 {tate of;ho-}'
1y admiration from day t6 day. . ‘

56. Unto all thofe whom Chrift faves
by his merit, he difcovers their wretched
condition, and a better to be obtained : he’
fhews us by whom we are redeemed, ‘and
from what, and unto what condition, the.
Spirit informing us throughly, that God
enters into covenant with us through Jefus
Chl’iﬁ. . B ’ .

'§7. Spiritual duties are as oppofite to.
fleth and blcod, as fire to water ; but as
ointment makes the members nimbleand

- ftrong; fo where the Spiritof God isinas

ny man, it makes him nunble and ﬁrongi.‘H
and chearful to all good duties: but when
we ’
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we are dgwn to them as a bear to the ftake,
Yor tear or by natural cuftom ; thisis not
from the Spirit, for by the §piritour duties
are performed without force; or fear, of
vain hope. A child needs no ex:rinfical
‘motion to make him pleafe his father, be-
‘caufe love is inbred and natural to him.
58. The weights of a clock move all the
wheels, fo artificial chriftians are excited by
things without them § for they want an in-
warf principle to do,good freely ; but
the Spirit of God works a kind of natural
freedom. . '
59. As awoman under the law of Mofes,
when forced by any'man, if fhe cried out
was then blamelefs; fo if we unfeignedly cry
to Chriit, and complain of our corrupti-
‘ons, as too ftrong far us, this prayer will |
witnefs to our hearts, that we are not hy-
pocrites.
+ 60. Good duties come from unfound
chriftians as fire out ofa flint ; but they
flow froma child of God, as the waters
of a fpring : yet becaufe there is flefh, as
“well as fpiris, therefore every duty muft
be gotten (as it werey out of the fire And
yet alfo there is an holy liberty, becaufe
there is a principle that refifts the flefh.
© 61. God’s children are hindered in all
nod duties by an incvituble weaknefs in
-pature, as the body after labour by drow-
: ' . finefa;
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finefs ; therefore the Spirit.may . willing
when the fiéfh is weak. If we truly firive
againtt this duMefs, Chrift is always ready
to make excufe for us, as he did for his
difciples, Matt. xxvi. 41..

62. A child of God is the greateft free-
man, and the beft fervant, even as Chriit
himfelf was the beft fervant, yet none fo
free ; and the greawr .portion any mam
hath of his Spirit, the freer difpofition
he hath for Chrift’s fake to ferve every one
in love. . ,

67%Cightisthe nobleft fenfe,it is quick,
'We canlook from earth to heaven jna mo-

ment ; itis large, We can fee the hemif- -

_phere of the heavens at one view ; itis fuve

and certain ; in hearing we may be deceiv-
«<d ; and laftly, it isthe moft affeting fenfe;;
even fo faith is the quickeft, the largeft, the
moft certain, the moft affecting grace : like
an eagle in the clouds, at ong view it fees
Chrift in heaven, and looks down upon the
world ; it looksbackwards and forwards, it
fees things paft, prefent, and to come ;
therefore this grageds faid, 2 Cor. iv. 18,
to behold thingsupfeen and eternal.

64. A vail had two ufes amongft the
Jews, one was fubjection, and therefore
the women were vailed ; another was ob-
fcurity, and therefore the vail was put on
Mofes’ face. Both thefe are now taken

i
Fl
i
¢
i
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away ih Chrift ;- for we ferve God, as
fons, a father; and as a fpoufe her huf-
band ; we are flill in fubjeftion, but it is
_not fervile; and now alfo with open face,
feeing the glory of the Lord, we behold
the things themfelves, as clearly laid open,

the vail being taken away. - :
_65. Our happinefs cdhfifts in due fubor-
dination and conformity to Chrift ; there-
fore let us labour to carry ourfelves as he
did, to his Father, to his friends, to his e-
nemies. In the days gf his flefh, he pray-
ed wholeé nights to his Father. How holy
and heavenly minded! he took occafion
from vines, and flones, and fheep, for hea-
venly difcourfe ; and when he rofe from
the dead he fpake only of things concern-
ing the kingdom of God. As for his car-
riage towards his friends, He awould not
quench the fmoaking flax, nor break the bruifed
reed; he did not reproach Peter with his
.denial ; but was of a winning difpofition to
all: and as for his Garriage to his enemies,
he did not call for fire from heaven to de-
ftroy them, but dropped many tears for
thofe that fhed his blood, O Ferufaiem, &'c.
and upon the crofs, Fatber, forgive them for
they know not avhat they do : é’) that to be
like minded to Chrift, confider how he car-
ried himfelf to his Father, to his frieads, to

his enemics, yea to the devil himfelf. E-
C ven
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ven when he comes to us in wife, children,
friends, &c. we muft as Chrit did, fay to
Satan, get thee hence ; and when we deal
with thofe that have the fpirit of the de-
vil in them, we mufl ot tender reproach
for reproach, but anfwer them, ¢ ifwwrit-
ten. :
. 66. When wt, find a’ny grace wrought
in us, we fhould have an holy’ efteem of
ourfelves ; and fay, when tempted to fin :
What ! I that am an heif of heaven, akin
a conqueror, afon of God, fhall I debafe
myfelf ¥ God has Emt a crown upon my
foul, and fhall 1 caft my crown in the mire?
ho I will be more honourable. Thefe are
no proud thoughts, birt fuitable to our ftate.
' 67. Thofe that have eyes dazzled with
the falfe luftre of the world, want {piritual
light: Chrift himfelf when here upon earthy
lived a concealed life, only atcertain times
fome beams of glory broke out. Let it
tomfort us that our glory is hid in Chrift,
though often clouded ,with the malice of
wicked men, and with our own infirmities :
but we are now and ever fhall be glorious
in the eyes of God and his holy angels.
68. As childten often after ﬁckne%s grow
much ; fo God's childrén grow, efpecially
after their falls; fometimes in humility,
in patience and other'graces. Herbs and
trees, grow at the root in winter, in the
T leaf
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leafin fummer, andin the feed in autumn:
1o chriftians at different fcafuns grow in eve»

ry gra’ce.

9. That which we drew from the firft
Adam, was the difpleafure of God butwe
draw from the fecond Adam the favour of
God ; fromthe firft Adam comes corrup-~
tion, from the fecond, grace; from the firft
Adam we derive all miferies, we draw from
the fecond Adam, life and happinefs ;
whatfoever we had from the firft Adam, it
is repaired more abundantly in the fecond,
our Lord Jefus Chrift. .

70. Grace makes us glorious, - becanfe
it puts glory upon the foul ; carries it
above all: earthly things ;. tramples the
world under foot, and prevails againft thofe
corruptions that foil orginary' men. A man
is not more above the beafts, than a chri-.
ftian isabove other men, but itdoth not yet .
appear what hereafter he ftiall be.

71. Itis an evidence that we are partak-
ers of God's grace, if we can look upon the ,
lives of others much better than ours, and ,
love and efteem them as glorious. A man
may fee grace in others with a malignant
eye, for natural men are fo vain-glorious, .
thut when they fee the lives of other men
outfhine theirs, inftead of imitating, they
darken thém ; that grace they will not imi-"
tate, they defame : té:crefore when perfons

2 car
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can fee grace in others, and honour it in,
them, itis a fign they have grace them-
felves. ‘Men can endure good in books,
and hear good things of men that are dead;
but they cannot endure it in the lives of
others, to be in their eyes, efpecially when
they come to compare themfelves with
them, they do not like to be out-fhined.
72. Asthe fun goes his courfe, though we
cannot fee it move; and as plants and herbs -
grow, though we cannot perceive them to
grow : even fo it follows not thata chriftian -
grows not, becaufe he cannot fee himfelf to *
row ; nay, if believers decay in their firft
ove, or in.fome other grace, yet another .
grace may thrive, as their humility, their
tendernefs of confcience : fometimes they -
feem not to grow in the branches when
they grow at the root; after a check’
grace breaks out the more ; as we fay, after
a hard winter there ufually follows a glo-
rious fpring. -~ :
73. God’s children never hate corruption
more, than when they have been overcome:
the beft men living have corruptions which
they fee not till they break out by tempta-
tions. When thefe corruptions are difco-
vered, it ftirs up our hatred, and hatred
ftirs up endeavour, and endeavour revenge ;
fo that God’s children fhould not evendbe
if-
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difcouraged by their falls ; but, looking to
Jefus, run the race fet beforc them.

© 74 When true grace is wrought in a
chriftian, his defires go beyond his ftrength,
and his prayers are apfwerable to his de-
fires. _ So particularly young chriftians of
ten call their flate in queltion, becaufe
they cannot bring heaven down upon earth;
and cannot be perfeft ; but God will have
us depend upon him for gradual increafe of
grace, by ddily faith and expeQation.

75- Chriftis our pattern, whom we muft
ftrive to imitate ; it was neceflary that our
pattern fhould be exat, that we might fee
our imperfeStions and be humbled for

_them, and live by faith in Chrift, for
fan&ification. : ,

76. Confider Chrift upon the crofs, as
a publick perfon ; when he was crucified,
and when he died for fin, he died for my
fims. This knowledge of Chrift will be a
crucifying knowledge, this will ftir up my
heart to ufe my corruptions, as my fing
did Chrift; as he hated fin, it will work
the fuffie difpofition in me, to hate this
body of death, and to ufe it as that ereat-
ed Chrift: if we fee this clearly, it will
conform us to Chrift.

77. With our contemplations, let us join
this kind of reafoning ; Hath God fo hated
Pride, that Chrift was humbled to the death_

C3 . o
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of the crofs, to redeem me from it, and
fhall I be proud? When we are ftirred up
to revenge, let us confider, that Chriit .
prayed for his eneries : when tempted to
difobedience, think, God in my nature
was obedient unto the death, and fhall I
rebel ? and when we grow hard-hearted,
confider, Chrift became man, that he might
fhew bowels of mercy : let us reafon thus,
when we are tempted, and it will be 3
means to transform us into the likenefs qf
Chrift.

78. When God is blafphemed, or the
like, let us think, how would Chrift ftand
affe@ed, if he were here ? when he was
here upon earth, how zcalous was he a-
gainft profanenefs, and hall I be fo cold 2 &
when he faw the multitide wander as fheep
without a fhepherd, his bowels yearned ; A
and fhall we fee fo many poor fouls live in
darknefs, and our bowels not yearn over
them ? ’

79. We muft look upon Chrift, not on-
ly as a phyfician, bt as a perfe&t pattern
f(};r imitation. Wherefore did hedjve fo
long upon earth, but to thew us an exam-
ple? And let us remember that we fhall
be accountable for thofe good examples
which we have from men ; there is not an
exampleof an humble, holy and induftrioug
lite, but fhall be laid to our charge; for
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God doth purpofely fet them to fhine .Le-
fore our eyts, that we might take their
example, and be followers of the Lord.

80. As the fpirits in the arteries quicken
the blocd in the veins, fo the Spirit of God
goes glong with the word, and makes it
effeCtual. ~ St. Paul -fpeaks to Lydia’s ear,
but the Spirit fpeaks to her heart. As it
was with Chrift him{elf; fo it is with his
mc mbers :#He was conceived, anointed and
fealed by the Spirit ; he was led into the
wildernefs, be offered up himfelf, by the
Spirit, and by the Spirit he was railed trom
the dead : even fo the members.of Chrift
anfwer ~unto Chrift himfelf ; all is by the

- Spirit, we aie conccived by the Spirit; the
dame Spirit that fanctified him, fanctifies
us: ¥irlt we receive the Spirit by way of
"union, and then un&ion follows after ;
when we are united to Chrift by the Spi-
rit, then He works the faine in us, as He
did in Chrift. =~ - .

81. When a-preud wit, and fupernatural
truths meet together, a man will have fome-
thing Q@his own ; therefore in reading and
ftudying of heavenly truths, efpecially the
goﬁpél, we muit pray to God for his Spirit,

-and not venture upon conceit of our own
parts, for God will curfe fuch proud pre-
fumption.

82. Many think that the knowledge of
! dwinc'
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- divine truths, will make them divine ;
whereas it is the Holy Ghoft only that
gives a tafte and relith of them; for with?
out the Spirit, their hearts will rife, when
the Word comes to each of them in part-
cular, and tellsthem, you muft deny yours
{elf, and venture cven life for the truth.

83. When men underftand the fcriptures,
and yet are proud and malicious ; we muft
not take fcandal at it ; for their hearts were
never fubdyed, they underftand fupernatu-
ral things by human reafon alope, and not
by divine light, :

84. Thofe that meafure lands, are very
exat in every thing, but the poor man
whofe it is, knows the ufe of the ground
better, and delights in it more, becanfe it
is his own ; fo 1t is with minifters, that
can exaltly fpeak of heavenly truths, yet
have no fhare in them ; but the:poor foul
that hears them, rejoyceth, and faith, twfe
things are mine.

85. This life is a life of fajth, for God
will try the truth of our faith, that the
world may fee that God hath fuch'fervants
as will depend upon his bare word ; itwere
nothing to be a chriftian, if we fhould fee
all here; but God will have his children
live by faith, und take the promifes upon
his word. :

6. The nature of hope is to expe&t

that
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that which faith believes, what could the
joys of heaven avail us if it were not for
" hope? it is the anchor of the foul, and
being fixed in heaven, it fills the foul in
all the troubles, combuftions and confufions.
we daily meet with in the prefent world.
87. It is too much curiofity to fearch in-
to particulars ; as, what fhall be the glory
of the foul ? and what'thall be the glory of
the body ? rather ftudy to make a gracious
ufe of them, and in humility fay ; Lord,
what is finful man, that thou fhould’{t fo
advance him! The conﬁdp,ration of 'this
lory fhould make us abafe ourfelves, and
in humility even now give thanks in hope,
as Peter'did, 1 Pét.i. 3. when he thought
of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled,
that fadeth not, he gave thanks, Blefed be
God tte Fatber of our Lord Jefus Chrifi,aubich
ageording to bis abundant mercy bath begotten
usy {Tc. o o D
88. When we'fee men grow proud with
the things of this life, let us in an holy
kind of ftate, think of our happinefs in
heaven, and carry ourfelves accordingly.
If we fee any th’ing good in the world ;
let us fay to our fouls, this’is not what I
look for, or when we hear of any thing
that is good, let us fay, 1 can hear this,
but defire the chief good ; or when our
knowledge increafes of common thin,;;‘?,
. o +his
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this is not what I long for ; but for things
that eye bath not feen, nor ¢ar beard, nor that-
ever enter’d into the beart of man.

89. There are four things obfervable in
the nature of love ; firft, an eftimation of
the party beloved ;" fecondly, a defire to
be joined to hjm ; thirdly, a fettled eon-
tentment; fourthly, a defire to pleafe the
party in all things: fo there is firft in e-
very chriftian an high eftimation of God
in Chrift; he makes choice of him above
all things, and fpeaks largely in his com-
mendation : fecondly, he defires to be u-
nited’ to him, and where this defire is,
there is an intercourfe, he will open his
mind to'him by prayet, and go to him in
all his confultations for counfel : thirdly,’
he places ‘contentment in him alone, be-
caufe in the worft condition he finds peace
and comfort when the light of his countg-'
nance fhines upon him : fourthly, he feeks’
to pleafe him ; he labours fo to ad, that
God may in Chrift delight in him ; love
ftirs up his foul to remove all things dif-
tafteful to him ; he afks, as Dawid did, Iy
there mever a one left of the boufe of Saul, to
achom I may do good for Fonathan's fake 2
How can I honour my God ?

go. Infirmities in God’s children pre-
{erve their grace, therefore it is that in
{cripture, w%ere God honours the faints,

- theif
| S
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their weaknefles are made known : Jacob
wreftled with God and prevailed, but he
halted; Chrift {iad to Peter, Upon this rock
aill I build my church ; yet get thee bebind
me fatan. Paul avas exalted above meafure
wvith revelations ; but be bad the meffenger of
Jatan to buffet bim ; yet his prayer of faith
preyailcd.. o

‘gt. It is the endeavqur of an evil man
to quench great good for a little ill ; but
Chrift cherifhes a little grace, though there
be great corruption, thaugh very offenfive
to him. Let me labour to gain to him alt
1 can, by meeknefs and lpve.
~ 92z. Chriftians find . their corruptions
more offenfive to them, than when the
were in the ftate of nature; thereforc it
is, that they think their ftate is not good ;
but corruption boils more, becaufe ‘it is
reftrained. '
~ 93. The more of the will, the more
heinous the fin ; when we venture upon
fintul courfes deliberately, it exceedingly
wafltes our comifort : when we fall into fin
againft confcience, and abufe our chriftian
liberty ; God fetches us back by fome fe-
vere afflition ; there fhall be a cloud be-
tween God’s face and us ; and he will fuf-
pend his comforts for a Jong time : le: no
man venture upon fin, for God will take f:

. Gour

r
\
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courfe with him that fhall be much to his
forrow.

04. Thereafon why fome weak chrif-
tians have more loving fouls, than men of
greater parts, is becaufe great men have
corruptionsanfiverable to their parts ; great
gifts, great doubts ; they are entangled with
arguments, and ftudy toinforfn their brains,
when others are warm with pious affections.
A poor chriftian cares not for cold difputes,
mfread of thefe he grows in divine love;
which is the reafon why fuch often go to
heaven with great joy, whilft others are en-
tangled and mourn under doubts and fears.

95. Many are troubled with cold affec-
tions, and then they think to raife love out
of their own cold hearts; butwe muft beg
of Ged the fpirit of love; not wait to bring
‘Tove to God, but fetch love from him, then
fhall we afpire towards God and heaven.

96. Love to things more bafe than our-
felves ; like a clear ftream runs into 4 fink :
as our love is the beft thing we have, and
none deferves it more than God; oh let
him have ourlove, yea the ftrength of our

_ love, that we may love him with all our
fouls, and with all our mind, and with all
‘our ftrength. )

97. As the fun, when gotten to it’s
height, fcatters the clouds: fo a chriftian
is then in his excellency, when he can

fcatter

-
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fcatter doubts and fears, when in difirefs
he can-do as Daviddidy comfort himfelf in
the Lotd his God; 1 Sam. xxx. 6.

~ 98. Many would be in Canaan as foon
as they are out of Egypt, they would be at
the bigheft pitch gre‘fently ; but God will
Tead us through the wildernefs of tertipta«
tions and afflictions, till we get to heaven 3
it is part of chriftian meeknefs to fubmit
to God, and not to muriur, be€dufe we
are not as we would be ; lét us radher mag-
nify thie mercies of God, that works in us
any love to ﬁ)d things, and that he vouch-
us the leaft firft fruits of glory. |
99. As noblemens children have tutors, -
fo God’s children have the Spirit; this
you fhall do, he fays, and that you fhall -
avoid. The Spirit not only renews our
nature, but léags' forward' to perfe&t holis
nefs. Wicked men have the Spirit knocka
ing, and fain would enter, yet they will
not hear; but God’s children have him
dwelling in them, and he is their conftant
guide to heaverly blifs. '
100. A chrittian in his minority, 1s not.
_ fit to poffefs all that he hath a title to, but
yet fo much is allotted to him, as will con-
duct him through life, and to heaven: If
therefore in want, he hath contenument,.
-and in fuffering he hath patienee, &c. All’
things are his, as well what ke wants, as
D what
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~what he enjoys, for he is Chrift’s, 1 Cor.:
1. 23.
lo?’x. The word of God dwells in our
hearts when it rules in the foul, when it
dire@s our thoughts, affetions, and con-
verfation ; fo that we dare not do any
thing contrary thereunto, but we fhall be.
¢hecked. WHo fhiall erafe what God’s own.,
- finger hath written im our hearts ? no fire:
. nor faggot, no temptation whatever, . for”
* the promife fecures-eternal glory. -
~ 102. We fhall never be fatisfied to our”
" comfort, that the fcripture is the word of
God, tnlefs we know. it from it felf by
_jts own light ; and it fhews itfelf abundantly’
to a believer to be fo,. in cafting down the
foul, and altering the mind and converfa-
tion, When the word is only in the head,.
if there come'a temptation ftronger than
our faith, we défpair : the word is far from
thofe that can only difcourfe of it, who fee:
it only as a natural truth, and look upon-
holy things, not in a divine but ina human:
‘manner, and by reafon alone.
193. When the word dwells as 2 fami--
liar in the heart, to diredt, counfel and
. comfort us, it i8 a fign itabides there; the
devil knows good and hates it, therefore
*.knowledge alone is nothing, but if the pro--
. mife alters the temper of the heart itfelf,

"then it is ingrafted there.
’ : 104. God:

e
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. 104.God excepts againft none, if we
do not except ourfelves: thereforeif thou,
whoever thou art, man or woman, wiltcome
and take Chrift upon hisownterms, for thy
Lord and Hufband, for better for worle,
with perfecutions, afflitions, crofles, &c.
So take Chrift, and take him for ever, and"
thou fhalt be faved. .= =~ | .
105. When we. believe divine truths by
the Spirit, they work upon the heart, and’
draw the affetions after them ; if with the
heart we believe-the gofpel, our fouls will
be, fooner or later, carried out to love and
embrace Chriit with great comfort and joy.
106. We may be brought very low,
but fhall not be confoutdded; we may b
brought near to confufion, to fhew us the
vanity of creature-dependence; in the
judgmient of the world we may be con-
founded, but the hand of { overclin mercy
fhall raife us up again ; and'in the depth
of our mifery we fhall not be athamed.
107. The reafon why God’s children
may often with great perplexity doubt ot
their falvation, 13, becaufe they have a
principle of fin in them, as well as of-
grace : corruption will raife doubts, as rot=
ten wood breeds worms ; and as vermin out
of putrefattion, fo doubts and fears arife
from remaining corruption : but holinets”

fhall foon be perfect and our joy be full.
pe Dz o 108.For «
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168. For want of watchfulnefs, God

often ‘gives us up for a time to fuch a per-

lexed eftate, that we fhall not know we
Eavc' any grace ; thaugh we have a prin-
ciple of grace, yet we fhall not know it,
but may even go oyt of the world in dark-
nefs and fear.’

109 We ought not at any time to deny
the truth, nor yet at all times to confefs ’
it; for good aftions and graces are like
princes &:at only appear abroad on fome
1pecial occafions ; and fo if fome circum-
flances in our confeffion be wanting, the
defign is fruftrated. It is.true of altions,
as of words: A word fpoken in feafop, is’
like-apples of gold, in bafkets of filver ;
theretore wifdom mutft be our guide in all -
our behaviour. Converfation 1s then only
good, ‘when it is better than ilence_, and
ipreads the knowledge of Chrift. - '

110. " Jt is pot lawtul for any weak -
chriftians to be prefent at the mafs; Dinah |
ventured abroad and came crackt home.” -
It is juft in God, to leave thofe that dally
with tegfptation to be caught, as many idle
perfons have often been, to their ruin. -

111 He that will not now deény lawlefs
defires, will not deny himfelf in matters
of lifé, in time of trial. He that bath not
Jearned portification of the flefh in time of

S 2o N
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rpeace, will hardly be brought to it in time
of trouble, ' .

" 112. We muft not osly ftand up for the
truth, *but in a holy manner, and not as
proud ({x:rfonq do. Obferve that rule in
the firft epiftle .of Peterii. 15. and do it
in meeknefs and fear. We muft not bring
paffion into God’s caule,.nor muftour lives :
give our tongues the lie. A

113. There is fuch a diftance between
corrupt nature and grace, that we muft.
have a ﬁreat deal of preparation; and
though there be nothing in our preparati-
on, to bring the foul to have grace, yet it
brings the foul to a nearer diftance; than’
thofe that neglet the means of grace, and-
fin without reftraint. LLon

" 114. Nature cannot work above itsewtf
powers, as vapours cannot afcend highet.

than the fun draws them; our heartsare "

naturally fhut, and God opensthem by his
Spirit, in the ufe of the appointed means.=
The children of Ifracl in the wildernefs
faw wonders upon wonders, yetwhen they

- came to be proved, they would not believe ;
- Cry to Gmf, ‘¢ Help thou mine unbelief "
115. God’s frec love hath caft our lot

in thefe happy times of the gofpel; and it
is further love, that makes.choice of fome
:and leaves others. This fhould teach us
yfound humility ; confider, that God muft
S Dj open
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open the heart, or elfe it will remain eter-
nally fhut, even againft his grace.

116. As grace is not of our own getting,
it fhould teach us patience apd hope tor
wards others, waiting, if God at any time
will give them repentance; though Ged
work not effetually the firft time of con-
wittion, nor the fecond ; yet ftill wait, as
the man that lay at the pool of Bethefda
for the moving of the water. -

117. Hethatattends to the word of God,
dpth not only know the words (which are
but the fhell) but he knows the things ; he
hath fpiritual Jight, to kpow what faith
and repentance are; there is at that time
a fpiritual echo in the foul, as Pfal. xxvii.
8. When thou faidfl, jeck ye my face, my beart
Jaid unto thee, thy face Lord awill 1 feck
“Therefore muit men judgeof their profiting
by the word, not by carrying of it in theiy
memories, but by being made able to bear
_crofles and to refift temptatiohs, &c.

118. There fhould not be intimate fz-
miliarities, but where we judge men true
chriftians, and towards thofe, whom upon -
good grounds we judge to be fuch, we muit
be gentle and eafy to be entreated; we
wrong them if we fhew ourfelves proud or
unkind, o

119. True faith werks love, and then it
works by lovg; whep if hath w;roughtglg‘a.t;'

~ N Coonl holy
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boly affection, it works by it; aswhen the
tree is ingrafted and the l{i‘o‘n takes, itfoon’

grows, and fhews itfelf in good fruits. ‘
* 7 120. The word (from the mouth of
God) is more ancient thaa the feripture ;
and the firft premife of the fcripture was
this, The 4(;4’ of the woman fbould break the
bead of the ferpent. The fcripture is bat
the modus, or the manner of conveyin
the word of God. This feripture is the rule
whereby we muft walk ; and the judge
alfo of all controverfies of religion, and in.
fgictcof the church of Rume, 1t will judge
them. S. Auguftine hath an excellent re-
mark ; ¢ when there is contention betwixt
¢ brethren, witnefles are brought ; but in
# the end, the words, the will of the dead
* man is brought forth, and thefe words
 determine : Now fhall the words of a
¢¢ dead man be of force, and fhali not the
#¢ word of Chrift determine ? therefore als’
* ways look to the fcriptures.” .

121. Allidolaters fhall be athamed that
wordhip images, or that truft to broken cif-
terns. Let thofe be athamed that truft to

their own wit and policy ; all thofe fhall - -

- be afhamed that exalt themfelves upon any
sarthly things, for thefe crutches will foon
be taken away, then fhall they fall ; falfe
fupports fhall make them all afhamed. _
. 122. The way o bring faith into the:

hearty
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heart, is, firft, there muft be a judicious
convincing knowledge of the vanity of  all
things within us and without us, that feem’
to yield fupport, and then the foul is car~.
ried, to lay hold on Chrift; as David faith,
1 bave feen an end of all perfeflion. Second-
ly, the foul muft be convinced of an excel-
lency in religion above all things in the
world, or-elfe it will not reft. The heart
of man chufes the beft, and only when per-
fuaded that the gain in religion is above
the world, then it yields. And thirdly, a
dué confideration of the firmnefs of the
ﬁround, whereupon the promife is built ;
umbly put God to it therefore, either to
make his dpromife good, or to difappoint
thee ; and he will be fure to make it good, .
in forgivenefs of fin, progrefs in grace,,
and ftrength in all temptations and times,
«f trouble. ' .
123. Man is naturally of fuch a fpirit,
that if he hath not, what he would, and
when he would ; he gives up hope. There
is not a greater mark of the difference be-
tween a child of God, and one that wants
faith, than to be hafty ; fuch men, though
they may be moral, yet are of this mind ;
they will labour to be fure of fomething -
here; they muft have préfent pleafures and |
prefent profits ; if God will fave 'thcrr;h;:‘ '
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that way, well, if not, they will put all to

_ the venture.

124. Many things hinder this grace of.
waiting, there is a great deal of tedious
time, and many cr we meet with, as
the fcorn of the world, apd many other
trials, and even God feems not to perform
his promifes ; but let us comfort ourfelves
with this, he only waits to biefs them that-
patiéntly continue in well-doing.

125, We fhould labour to agree mutu-
dly in love, for wherein any chriftian dif-
fers from another, it is bur in little things 5

ce knows no difference, the worms know
no difference, and the dK of judgment’
kpows no difference. In the worlt things .
we are all alike bafe ; and in the beft, 13’
Chrift we are 3!l alike happy ; only in this
world, God wiil have diftin&ians, for ors’
der fake, but elfe there is no difference.

126. Chriftians gre like to men of great
eftates, but know mot how to ufe them ;
we live not like odrfelves ; exercife ftrong’
faith, and you thall have much grace and
comfort : we are fcanty in our own bowels,
therefore labour to have great faith, an-
" fwerable to Chrift’s large riches: though
chriftians be low enough in outward things,
and often times r than other men yet
they are rich, for Chrift bleffes them, un-’
der their croflfes.  What they want in tl;:;

N PP * . wof .
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-world, fhall be made up'in grace now, and
glory hereafter. ’

127, Every.one ought daily to imitate
Chrift, do good to all, and as the apoftle.
faith, e abundant always in the awerks of
the Lord ; let uslabour for enlarged hearts,
that we may do good feafonably, abun-
dantly and unweariedly. Oh may the love
of Chrift give us the fame impreffion that,
was in him | He did good to all men.

* 128. None come to God without Chrifl,
none come :to Chrift without faith, none
come to faith without the means, none
enjoy the means but where God hath fent
them ; therefore where there were no means
of falvation before the coming of Chrift,
there was no vifible intendment of God or-
dinarily to grant falvation. How great a_
blefling is the gofpel ! .

129. Preventing mercy is the greateft.’
How many favours doth God prevent us
with ? we never afked for our being, nor
for that tender love which our parents bore
towards us in ourtender years; we never
afked for our baptifm and ingrafting into
Chrift : What a motive therefore is this to
ftir us up, that when we come to years, we
may plead with the Lord, and fay, ¢ thou’
walt concerned for me before I had a be-
ing, therefore much more wilt thou now’
have a gracious caré of mc, (whom thou’
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haft reconciled to thy felf) and remember
me in mercy for time to come, and even
throughout a blifsful eternity.

130. If God’s mercy might be over-'
come with our fins, we fhould overcome
it every day; it muft be rich mercy that
can fully and for ever fatisfy the foul;
and therefore the apoftle never fpeaks of
it without the extenfions of love, oh the
height and depth! we want words, we
want thoughts to conceive of it: Oh la-

_.bour through grace to raifé your fouls to’
large and exalted conceptions and appre-
Yenfions of this mercy that is fovereign
and divine ! o ’

" 131. God is rich in mercy, not only to-
our fouls, but in providing all things we
need ; be keeps us from evil, and {o he is.
called a Buckler ; he gives us all good
things, and fo s called a Sun; he keeps
us now ie good condition, but will advance
us {till higher, even as our nature fhall be
capable, in the heavenly world.

132. The fiun thines on the moon and
flars, and they fhine upon the earth ; fo
doth God fhine in his goodnefs and grace
upon us; that we might fhine in good
works towards all men, efpecially unto
them of the houfhold of faith. -

133. We are ftiled in fcripture good and

sighteous, becaufe our underftandings, our
SRR - wills:
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Spirit ig not at all vifible, (in his faving’
pover) |

136. When Chrift comes into the foul
by the Spirit, he carries himfelf familiar~
ly ; difcovering the fecrets of God the Fa-
ther, ‘and fhewing what love there is in
God towards us; he teaches us how to
carry ourfélves in all feeming negleds ;.
and when we are at a lofs, be opgns.a way
far us, refolves our doubts, comfarts us in
our difcog:fmenm and makes us. gor
boldly to in all our neceffities, -

137. As we may know who dwells in &

houle, by obferving who goes in and comes.

out; fo we may know that the Spirir.
dwells in us, by obferving, what fantufied
fpeeches he fends forth, what delight her
hath wrought in us to thingg that are {pi~
ritual, and- what' price we fet upon them.

A carnal man lowers the price of fpirieuak -

things ; becaufe his foul cleaves to fome-
thing he rejoices in far more; and this is.
the caufe why he flights the direQionsand:
camforts of the word : but thofe in whom
the Spirit divells, will confult it, and not
regarding what fleth and blood diftate, wilk
follow the direétions of the word and Spirit.
of God.

138. A chriftian will not do even com-
mon tHings,, before he fanétifies them : he

dedicates himfelf, his perfon, and his ac-
' bk tions.

Z
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tions to God ; and fo fees God in all things.
A carnal man looks to reafon only in all
that he doeth ; but a chriftian fees God-
even in croffes te humble him, and eve
thing he makes fpiritual; yet becaufe
there is a double principle in him, ‘there
will be fome ftirring of the fleth in all his
actions, and fometimes evil ‘will"appear
moft. -Itis the excellency of a chriftian’s
ftate, that the Spirit will ere long caft out
all fin; He will never let the heart and
confecience reft, till it be forever banithed
from fhe foul.

139. The Spirit of God may be known -
to be in weak chriftians, as the foul is
known to be in the body, by the pulfes:
even fo the Spirit is difcovered by groan.
ing under fin, fighing, complaining, that
it 18 fo with them, and no better ; {o that
they are out of love with themfelves ; this
is an happy fign that the Spirit dwells in
fuch Souls. '

140. Where the Spirit dwells largely
in any man, there is boldnefs in God’s
caufe, a contempt of the.world, He can do
- all things through Chrift that firengthens bim,
his mind is content and fettled; he ¢an
bear. with the infirmities of others, and
not be offended (for the weak in grace are’
fooneft offended) and is ready to fgy, Come,
Lord Fejus, come qujcky. But if corruption
. ) - bears’
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bears too much {way, then, O flay a little
2bat I may recover Srength; that is, flay a
while that I may repent. The foul in
fuch a frame not'being fit to appear be-

. fore God, but only when the gpirit im-
parts smce and divine confolations.

141 While young, carnal delights lead
us; -and when we are old, eovetoufnefs
drowns us ; fo that if our knowledge be
xot fpiritual, we fhall not perfevere to the
end ; and the reafon why, at the hour of
death, fo many defpair, is, becaufe they
had knowledge without the Spirit’s faving
grace, o N

142. God gives comfort in the exercife
of grace, andgl the practice of duty; we
muft not therefore fnatch comforts before
we are fit for them ; when we perform his

recepts, God will beftow his comforts.

f we will make it appear that we trul
love God, we muft keep his command-
ments, not one, but all; it muft be uni-
verfal obediencd, from the heart as the
Ipring, and flow from love.

143. It is a true rule in divinity, that
God never takes away any comforts frem
his peoglc, but he gives them better.
When Elijah was. taken from Elifha inte
heaven, God doubled his Spirit upon Eli-
fha; if God take away wife or children,
be gives us better bleffings ; the difciples
. E 2 parted
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arted with Chrift’s bodily prefence, but
fent shem the Holy Ghott.

144. God will be known of us in thofe
things wherein it is our comfort to know
him < 'in all our devetions, the whole coun-
{fels of heaven comfort us jointly; the
fecand perfon prays to the Father, gud he
fends the third; and as they have feveral
fitles, fo they all agree in their lové and
<are fo comfort our guk. . '

145. In trouble we are prone to'E):Eet
all we have heard and read, that maket
for our comfort What is the reafon &
man comes to think of what otherwife he
fhould never have called w0 mind ? ‘The
Holy Ghoft brings it 10 his remetbranoe 3
he 18 a Comforeer, brings to our mindh
ufeful things, and at fuch times, when wé
moft need them.

146. Thofe that care not for the word
- of God, reje&t their comfort ; all comfort
muft be drawn out of the fcriptures, which
are the breafts of confolation: many by’
education know the truth, and are able to
difcourfe well of it, but they-want the
Spirit of truth, and that is the reafon, why
all their knowledge vanitheth in time of
temptation. . S

147 No man is a true divine but the
<hild of God ; he only knows holy things
by an holy light and life ; other men, .gm‘ :

4 S ey
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they fpeak of thefe things, yet prattically
kngw It,te;m not. Take gthey:\oﬁ myftical
points in relifgion, as juftification, adop-
tion, peace of confcience, joy in the Holy.
Ghoft, fweet benefit of communion
of faints, the excellent ftate of ‘a chriftian
even in extremity ; inwaitl fight and for-
row for fin: they know not what thefe
things meun ; for how aptly foever they
zfy difcourfe of them, yetthe things them-

ves are myfteries ; repentance is a myf-
tery ; joy in the Holy Ghoft isa myftery’;
no natural man, though he be never fo
great a fcholar, knows thefe things expe-
rimentally; he knows them only as phyfi-
cians underftand megdicine, by their books,
but not as a fick man, by his own expe-
riences -

148. It isa great fcandal to religion,
that men of great learning and parts are
often wicked men; hereupon the world
comes to think that religion is nothing but
an empty name.-, Without inward fpecial
illumination, they can never know fpiritual
things experimentally ; though they pro-
fcfs to, believe thefe things, yet fecretly in
their hearts they make a feorn of .conver-
fion and mortiéation ; yeaa preacher may
fpeak of thefe things excellently and to ad-
miration, and yet find not the power of
- them in his owngfoul. n
t E 3 149. It
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149. Itis good and comfortable to com-
gpare our condition with that of the men of
¢he world ; for however they may excell,
in riches and learning, yet we have caufs
to blefs God, as Chrift faith in Matthew xi.
25. I thang thee, O Father, Lord of beaven
. and earth, becayfe thou baft hid thefe things
Jrom the auife and prudent, and haft revealed
‘them unto babess 1t is good in all outward
difcounﬁcments, thus to reafon with our-
felves : % Wilt thou, my foul, change thy
ftute with the men of thé world ¥ God hathe
advanced thee to an higher order : let themt
rejoice in their greatmefs; alas, they are
iferable creatures, notwithftanding all
the abundance they enjoy ! *

150. If we defire the Spitit, we muft
wait in the way of duty ; ‘as the apoftles
waited many days before the Comforter
came ; we muft alfo empty our fouls of
felf-love, and the love of the world; and -
willingly entertain thofe croffes that bring
our fouls out of love with it. The chil-
dren of Ifrael in the wiklernefs had not
the manna, till they had {pent their onions
and garlick ; fo this world muft be out of
requeft with us, before we can be truly
fpiritual : through grace, labout to fee the'
exceliéncy of ‘?xritual things, how defpi+

- cable then muft ail the glory of the world:
Appear! Thefe things, duly cpnﬁdengtff;
* - :
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wwill raife our defires more and more to-
wvards fpjritual and heavenly objels.
1 éls. Holy Ghoft would not comie
<!l Chrift, by his death, had reconéiled hiy
&ather, and after that, as an argument of
fult fatisfation, had vifen again ; becaufer
the Holy ‘Ghoft is the beft gift of God,
and wharfotver grace ot comfort was fe-
<tived before, was by virtue of Chrift’s
atonement; fo that the miffion of the Ho-
1y Ghoft 1o the apottles and to us, is the
beft l"ruitI gf Qod's reconciliation.
152. If particular judgments come ups
“on nsnan, prefently his confeiende calls back
ins long ago committed by him; aad this
waking accufing confcience fhews, that we
are all finful creatures, and need the blood’
-of Jefus to cleanfe us {rom all iniquir{.
1¢3. Every man by aature though the
wifeft, (4ill he is made free by Chyilt) is a
flave o Satan, who sbufes his wit and
parts, and makes him .work out his own’
damsation : this is not the condition 6f a
few; but the greateft and wifeft ih the
world, Satant leads to honors and volup-
tuoudnefs ; as u fheep is led By a greem
bough : alas, this crafty ferpent with
the of man’s nature, and o is not
difcetned ! G
Y54 As when 2 man'is cafled before
4 judgmitne.feat, being guilty of many.
LR 4 4
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crimes, the judge offers him his book ;
(benefit of clergy) as meaning to fave him
by this method, but he cannot read ; now.
he is condemned, partly for his former
faults ; but efpecially becaufe he cannot
" read, and therefore cannot have the bene-
fitof the law : fo is a wicked man, throutih
his not believing in Chrift; becaufe the
remedy was prepared, but he refufed it.
In this fenfe (as fome divines {peak) no fin
- but infidelity condemns a man; for if he
could believe and repent, no fin fhould be
prejudicial to his falvation. - We had need
therefore to look well to our faith, as un-
belief feals a man up under fin : until he
comes to Chrift, confcience is his jailor ;
his confcience, enlightened by the law,
tells him, he is guilty of fuch and fuch
fins; and hereupon, as in fufe cuftody,
keeps. him to the future and final judg-
ment. .
155, Though there is a deftrutive de:
ceit in fin, naturally men will deny or di-
minith it, as Adam did; and as Saul, when
Samuel came to convince him, * I have,”
faith he, * done the commandment.of the-
Lorgl 3” when driven from that, then, he
€ did but fpare the cattle for facrifice e
but when nothing could fatisfy ; then, ¢ |
pray thee honour me’ before the people.”
Thmgs we cannot juftify, yet we wiﬁ ex-

. cufg 5
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«cufe; unlefs God come by his Spirit, we .
are ready to fhift them off, but when the
Spirit comes and ‘takes away all thefe ﬁ%-
Jeaves, then he convinces each of his ‘mi-
ferable condition ; not only in general, bue
2he Spirit working together with the word, - .
brings bim to confefs,* 1 am the man.”

156. The affetion of grief follows up-
-on the difcovery of fin, -by the miniftry of

the word; when the judgment is con-
winced, the affedtions ute flirted op
hate fin;. and where thisis not, there
@o troe convidtion ; when a man cfied for
Amercy, 3s for 1ife, this is an argument of
awug repentatice.  He that Is truly . con-
winced, will be as giad of pardon, through
Chrift, as a malefador at the place of ext- -
o7 ks £ the devil 16

157- Tt is the policy .of the devil v
mdkse us flight :thepga‘c;{ous work of con-
viftion ; for he knows that whatfoever i
built upoa a falfe foundation will come té
nothing, and therefore he makes us flight
the work of klf-examination, but flight
this and flight all; for if carelefs in ex-
-amining thyfelf, thou wilt be partial in
thy repentance and obedience.

158. Natural men laboar to quiet all
«checks of confcience by fenfuality ; mea
-are loathto know themielves to be iu.they
ar¢; they are of the desil’s min%ti
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would not be tormented before their'time ;
fuch men when they are alone are afraid of
_themfelves ; as the elephant will not come
_near the waters, becaufe he hath an ill
“thape; he would not fee himfelf: fo men
‘by nature will not come under (the word)
the light, left they fhould fee their defor-
- mities ; ‘nature is fo foul by fin, that when
~a man fees himfelf, unlefs he be foonfet -
Jin a better. condition, -it will drive him to
defpair. =~ A
. 159. We ought to have high concep-
~tions of the grack and lordfhip of Chrift,
as loid over all oyr enemies, the fear of
death, and the wrath of God, yea what-
{oever is terrifying ; for he hath freed us
from the fear of évil, and given good hope
through grace. - . s
" 160, No fin is fo great, but the fatisfac-
tion of Chrift and God’s mercies are great-
er beyond all comparifon. * Father’s and
mother’s tendereft affeCtions are but faint
beams, and they lead us upwards to the
infinite mercy ot God in Chrifl: Jefus our
Lord. ) ' '

"7 161. The greateft fpite of a carnal man,
is, that he cannot go to heaven with his
full fwing in all fin, that he cannot enjoy
his full liberty, and therefore he labours to
avoid or fupprefs all the ordinances of God

as mn;ch as he can. .
162. The
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.162. The quinteflence and fpirit of the
things we afk in prayer, are in God, as
jov, and peace and contentment. With-
out thefe, what areall things in the world ?
and in the want of outward things, if we
have God for our portion, we have all
bleffings, becaufe the fpirit of them all, is
in him, and in him alone. -~ =~
_ 163. Prayer is a venting of our defires
to God, from the fenfe of our wants; and
he that is fenfible of his wants'is empty ;
a poor man, by the Spirit, earneftly pours
out fupplications in CHrift's name, and
wreftles with God in prayer.

164. It is not fo eafy a matter to pray,
4s men 'nu;y think ; in regard of the unfpiri~
tualnefs of our nature, compared with the
duty itfelf, in which we draw near to a
holy God; we cannot endure to be fepa-

.

rated fram our lufls; and there is great re-

bellion in our hearts againft every thing
that is good ; and Satan alfo is our fpecial
enemy. When we go to God by prayer,
the devil knows. we go to fetch ftrength

againft him, and therefore he oppofeth us,

all hecan ; but though fome may mumble
over a few prayers, yet (indeed) no man
can pray as he ought, or in faith, that is
not within the covenant of grace, nor with-
out-the Holy Ghoft.
165. A c{'rld

of God may and not
_ 'y pray e
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be heard; becaufe at that time he may be:
a child under difpleafure : if uny fin is noe
1e£énted of,. we are not fit to pray. Wilk
a king regard the petitian of a traitor, that
* purpafeth. to goonin his rebellion, ora
%thc,r hear a difobedient child,? There~
re when we come ‘(f)hx G;od,;“l we fhould re;

Rew. aur rgpentance, faith and puapofes o
hetter pleafing him ;. then. r;xs.c_mbcr the:
feripture, and fearch all the. promifes as
am of our beft riches; and humbly chal.
kenge God with his own promifes. This
will make us firong and faithful in prayer,,

when we.know. we fhall nat pray.in vain.
_ 166. When we pray,, Ged of:en refufeth
to give us comfort, becaufe we bave. dif--
leafed him.; thefefore we. fhould look
back to. auy life paft: perhups. Ged fees
thee, running in tEis.or that fin, and befare:
he will hear thee, thon muft renes thy re~
ntance for thy fin, ~ Our nature is fuch,,
that it will, kneck at eterv doer, and feek.
¢évery, corner before we come: o God.; as.
_ the woman in the gofpel, fhe fold all, be-
fore the camg ta.Chrift. _So that Gad will
not hear, before we forfake all dependance:
upon the: creature, and then he. gets the:
%;eateft glory, and we. have the. greatefk
cetnefs in our fouls. That water which:
eomes from. the fountain is,the fiveeteft ;
and fo divine confolations are the fiveeteft,
when
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when we fee nothing in the creature ; -3nd’
God is the beft difcerner of the fitteft time,.
when to beftow upon us his own confola-
tions. '

167. When God means to beftow great.
Bleflings on his children, he will pour ouw
upon them the fpirit of prayer ; and as.all
qay for every one, fo every. one prays for
all; this is a great comfort to weak chri-
fians ; when they cannot pray "for themn-
felves, the prayers of others fhall prevail.

" 168." A fool’s eye is in every corngry
and his afflictions are feed fcastered and:
foon loft. . The_onlz proper objeét of the
foul is, That one thing needful, and this-
enly will fill all the corners of it. When a.
man hath fucked out the pleafure of world~
K contentments, they are then only dead

ings ; but grace is ever frefh, and always.
'yields frefh and full fatisfaction.

169. Defires are the fpiritual pulfe of
the foul, always beating, and fhewing the
sémper of it ; they are therefore the cha-
ractess of a chriftian, and often difcover
more truly what he is, than even his ac~
sionsdo. o
_ ' 170..In the ark was the manna, which:
was a type of our facraments, and. the tef-

fament, which was a type of the word.

preached, and the rod of Aaron, a t{pe of
government ; wherefi‘scvcrviafpiﬁtﬁé man-
~- na.

-
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na, and the word preached, and the rod
of Aaron in the government, there is a
true church, though there be many cor-
ruptions. S T
171. The bittereft things in religion are
fweet ; there isa fweetnefs even in reproofs ;
wheén God meets with our corruptions, and
declares fuch and fuch things to be dange-
rous; and that if we chenfh them,, they
will lead us to hell. The word of God 18
fweet to a chriftian, that hath his heart
under its influence ; is not pardon fieet
to a condemned man, and riches to a poor
man, favour to 2 man in difgrace, and li-
berty fweet to a man in captivity ¢ All that
comes from God is fweet to a chriftian,
that hath his heart touched with both a
fenfe of fin, and of God’s mercy in Chrift.
172, It would not give happinefs even
-to fee Chrift, but fight with intereft and
enjoyment. ‘There are but two powers of
- the foul, underftanding and will, when
both thefe have their perfeftion, that is
happinefs ; when the underftanding fees, .
and the will draws the affetions. Thefe
things united make vp our everlafting hap-
pinefs; the excellency of heavenly things, -
the fight of them, our intereft therein,
{and actual enjoyment.) :
173. We fee by experience that there is”
a fucceflion of love; He that loves for
beau-
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beauty will defpife, when he fees more :
fo it is in the foul, refpeting heavenly and
earthly things; when the foul fees more
- excellency, and a fatisfying fulnefs in hea-
venly things ; then earthly things, like Da-
gon, immediately fall. St Paulfuith, Phil.
0i. 8. I count all things as drofs and as dung
in comparifon of Chrifi, , i
" 174. In prayer we tempt God, if we
afk that which we labour not for; our
faithful endeavours muft fecond our devo-
tion ; for to afk maintenance, and not put
our,_hahds to the work, is only to knock
at the ddor, and 'yet pull the door unto us
that,it might rot open. - If we pray for
grace, and riegle&t tgg fpring from whence
it comes, how can we fpeed. It was a
rule in antient times (lay thy hand to the
plough’ and then pray:) No man fhould
pray without ploughing, nor plough with-
out prayer. . T

1%¢ “Wifdom is gotten by experience,
ina variety of conditions; he that is car-
ried on in one condition, hath not wifdom’
to judge of another ftate, or how to carry
himfelf o a chriftian in another condition ;*
becaufe .he was never abafed himfelf, he
is ready to defpife and look above his dif-
trefled brothér. That we may carry our-
felves as chriftians, meekly, lovingly and
tenderly to others; God will lead us to

: Fa: heaven
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‘heaven in a variety of paths, and not in
one uniform condition, as to any outward
things. '

176. Thére is no condition, but a chri~

Atian picks good matter out of it: asa

.artift fometimes makes a good piege of work’
A gracious fan i$ °
not dejefted over-much' with abafement, -

out of bad materials

nor lifted up over-much_with abyndance ;
but by faith carries himfe!f in ah uniform
manner, becoming a chriftian in all condi-
tions : wheteas thofe that have 1jof been in
Chrift’s fchiool, .nor tfained up.ina varie-
‘ty of Jconditiofis, leath nothing; if they
:abound, they are proud ; if ’theygﬁeﬁ,&é:z
fed, they murmur and defpair; as if there
sweré not a divine providence that ruled

sthe world, , . . .
177. ‘There is through fin, wanity, and

-mifery in every thing undes thie fun; but

when divine grace comes, it removes the
«curfe, and takes out the fling of all evil,
rthen we find good even in the wordt things,

-and wait for complete falvition. ,
178. Chriftianity requires the greatéft
«diligence: if we look up'to God, what a
multitude of things are required of a chri-
Atian, to carry himfelf as he fhould ; a fpi-
it of faith, of love, of joy, and of de<
Jight in God above all: and if we look
ito men, there are dutics for a chriﬁianhtg
: his

o nA
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Yis fuperiors, 4 fpirit of fubjection ; to e-
quals he muft fhew a fpirit of love ; and to
inferiors, a fpirit of pity and liberality : if
we look to fatan, we have a command-
ment to watch, and refift the tempter :
if we look to the world, it is full of fnares;
there muft be conftant fpiritual watchful-
nefs, -that we be not furprifed: and if wé
fook to ourfclves, there are ma'n{ duties
required, to carry our veflels in hopour,
and to walk within the rules of the Holy
Ghoft, to preferve the peace of our con-
fciences, and always to walk anfwerably to
our dignity, as being the fons of God, and
coheigs with Chrit. The chriftian muft
difpenfe with himfelf in no fin, muft b
‘prepared for every ‘gd¥d work, and mu
vefrain from no fervice that God calls him
anto.  The life of a chriftian therefore
continually abounds with honourable and
profitable employment. R
* " 179. Sincerity is the perfe@tion of chri- .
ftians. Let not fatan therefore abufe us,
‘we do all things, when we purpofe and
endeavour to do all things ; and are griev-
*d when we cannot do better; then, in
fomie ' meafure, we do perform all things,
through Chrift ftrengthening us.
© 180, A chriftian is able t6 do great
things, but only by Chrift, ‘who firengths
ens hime: The underftanding, the affec-
4. F3 uorsg
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“tions and the will are ours ;. but the fanétis

Iyrqii' and the carrying out of thefe powers
i a fupernat ::frywa;, to perform dutiés
iritually, that is hot ours, but it is
hrift’s ;" and for his fake alone our beft
~duties are acceptable to God. .

181. We have not only,the life of grace
from Chrift, atfirft, and receive from time
to time fpiritual power, whereby our fae
rculties.are. mote and more renewed, fo that
we are able to do fomething. in our wills; .
‘but we-have the deed itfelf from Chrift,
for by his Spiri?‘ he gives and them
4trengthens grace, for the performance of
all his commands. .

182. God preferves his own work by
‘his ‘Spirit : firlt, he gracioufly moves us
to ferve him, and then he preferves us ia
duty, and arms and anjmates us againit all

183. Though -Chrilt be an head of in--
fluence, from which ali grace flows inté
every member ; yet he is 2 fovereign head,
-and" gives it according to -his own good |
: gl)ea ure, and the exigence of his.members,
"Sometimes we need .more grace, then it
flows plentifully and fupplies all oyr wants. .
Sometimes we need to know.our own weaks
mefs; then- the Lord our firength and our
-guide leaves us to ourlelves,. that we .
vknow, that without him we cannot %
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rand know, the neceffity of his guidance to
“heaven, in the fenfe of our imgrfc&iom,
-and of fuch corruptions, as before we -
~thought were wholly fubdued. Mofes, by
-God's permiffion, was tempted to murmu,
‘fuch a meek man ; and David to cruelty,

fuch a mild man: that thought they had
:ot;thofc corruptions fo prevalent in theit
184. God is forced to mortify our &
by fflictions, becaufe we will not mortig
them by the Spirit in the ule of holy
means. A gracious God gives us favours
-from his own tendereft love ; but correc-
tions are always forced, though very ne-
~ceflary for our fouls good. =
185. We may -for the moft part read
‘the caufe of .any judgmeat,.in the jud
-ment itfelf : as,if it be fhame, then t
-caufe was pride; |if it be want, then our
fin was, that we did not learn how to 2-
bound, as we .{hould, when we poflefled
-“God’s mercics. :
186. As we fay of thofe that make bold
-with their.bodies, to ufe them hardly, to
‘rufh upon dabgers; in their youth they
“may bear it, but it will be owing them af-
-terwards ; they fhall find it in their bones
when they are old : 6 a man may fay of
~thofe that make no confcience of yunning
~Aatg-all fing, thefe will be owing to them
U v -another
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another day : they fhall hearof their fins
-in time of ficknefs, or in the hour of death.
‘Therefore oh take heed of finning’ upon
vain hope, that thoy fhalt wear it off, for
one time or another thy guilt will find thee
-out, will ftick by thee, and like an arrow
pierce thy confcience. Co :
187. When God vifits with ficknefs we
fheuld think (in the ufe of means) our
‘work is more in heaven with God, than
with men, or medicine. When David
“dealt fincerely with God, and confefled
‘his fins, God forgave them, and healed
“his body too, Pfal.ciii. 2. o
~ 188, It were a thoufand times better
for many perfons to be cait on a bed of fick-
nefs, and to be God’s. prifoners, than fo
fcandaloufly to abufe the health they have
continued {o long, 5 :
189 It is an art wherein we fhould la-
‘bour to be expert, to confider God’s grace
‘and love in the midft of ‘his correchons ;
that in the midft of them, we might have
thankful, and chearful, and fruitful hearts:
which we fhall not have, unlefs we find -
fome matter of thankfulnefs and praifé.
Confider therefore, doth God make me
weak ? he might have ftruck me with
death; orif not, yethe might have awful-
1y, and long ago, given me up to fpgtituél

]
. !
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-death, to an hard heart, and to endlefs
Aefpair. .

190. In this Jatter age of the world,
“God doth not ufe the fame method of dif-
Jpenfation as of old: ke doth not always
outwardly vifit for fin; for his govern-
~ment hath now, fpecial reference to the
fouls of men. Therefore we thouid take
-the ihore diligent heed in worldly profpe-
gity; for an 6%fen'qléd God mdy ‘give us up
to fpiritual blinduefs, and awful fecurity;s
-which are the preateft judgments that cap
<befall us, and forebode endlefs wrath. .

191, We fhould judge ourfelves before
Goci ,,{fdx; thofe things that the world can-
“not know, for {piritual fins: a3 the mo-
-tions of pride, of worldiinefs, of revenge,
‘of fecutity, tnthankfulnefs, and fuch hke
-unkindnefs. towards God; and in general,
‘our birfénnefs in all good duties, thatwe
“owe to God and men.  Such fing the werld
anifot {ge; yet thefe thould humble our
hearfs; for when we do no make gon-
Jcience of fpiritual fins, God may
give us up to fome open abominations,
that ftain and publickly difgrace our holy

i‘ofcfﬁa',. . L .
? 192. i"feny oppofe the power of divine
grace, and reft in common, civi); and mene
outward, performances. But, i we wijl
‘not.duly regard the manoer, God ;egarc:l:t
not.auy rege n



70 - DIVINE MEDITATIONS.

not the matter of the férvice'we do ; there-

fore often he punifhes profeffors for their
311 performance of good duties ; as.we fee
n1Corxi 30,31, 0 '

193. Our whole life, under the lgoi'pel.
fhould be nothing but thankfiilnels, and
fruitfulnefs. Butoh! take heed of turn-
‘ing the grace of God into wantonnefs.
“The honor, grace and authority of the
gofpel, all require, zéat e fhould deny all
ungodlinefs, and worldly luft; and live rights-
‘oufly and foberly and godly in this prefent
aworld, &c.. When tempted to a&t other-
wife, inftantly we fhould think: Oh this
is not the life of a chriftian under the
gofpel! the gofpel requires a more fruic-
tul, a more zealous carriage, more love to
Chrift, &c. o :

194. If any man be fo uncivil, when a
friend fhews him a fpot’ on his garment,
that he-grows angry; do we not judge
him ari‘unteafonable man? fo when told,
this “will hinder your comfort another
day ; if men were not fpiritually ftupid
and ‘proud, would they fwell and ‘be an-
. gry with fuch a friend ? let us thankfully

take the benefit'of the judgment of other
men. This was David’s difpofition, when
told of his danger from prefent tempta-
tion, a8 he was marching to flay Nubal
‘and his houfhold. So we fhould blefs God,

and
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and blefs our friends, that laboyr by their
good counfel and advice, to hinder us from -
every finful courfe. .

"195. Thofe that gird up the loins of
their minds, and are guided in all their
ways by God's word, are the only found
chriftians ; and they are the only comfort-
‘able chriftians, that can, through grace, -
think of all conditions with comfort, al-
ways looking unto Jefus .

.196. Itis anill time to get, when we |
fhouid ufe grace ; therefore that we may
hive lefs to do, when it is enough to firug-
gle with ficknefs, nay, at laft have nothing
elfe to do, .but to die, and comfortably
yield up our fouls to God. Oh ! through
grace let us be daily exalt in our accounts;
every day exercife repentance and faith in
our Lord Jefus Chritt. = . .

_197. God takes a fafe courfe with his
children, that they may not be condemn-
ed with the world : he permits the world .
to condemn them, that they may not love
the world ; the world hates them, that they
may not love the world ; that they may be
ctucified to it, the world muit be crucified
to them. Therefore they meet with fuch
croffes, and abufes, and wrongsin the world.
Becauft he will not fuffer them to perith
with the world: he fends tuem macy afe
flitions in and by, the world, .

) : 1g8. If
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“198. If God did not exercife ‘us withh
feafonable corre&ions: we fhould often-
fhame religion, an tly dithonor Chrift..
@od in preventing r%xre‘;‘cyycl‘xaﬂtns us often
with fatherly corre&ion, C

* 199. In the troubles of our chriftian life
we are carried naturally to fecond caufes;
whereas they are all bat as rods in God’s
hand : look ‘therefore to the hand: that:
fmites, look to God in-all; he chaftifeth
us. Say as David in.the matter of Shimei ;,
and as Job faith, I# is: rhe Lord that gave,,
and the Lord -bath taken away.

200, We have oftern occafion to blefs-
God more for crofles than for our cam--
forts ; there is a blefling hidden in the
worft things to God’s childreni; as there
15 a crofs 1n “the-befl,. to the wicked : to
the faints there is a blefling in death, in
ficknefs, in the hatred of en¢mies, a blef--
fing in all our jorrows  In our afftictions
we thould not only juftify God, but glori-
fy him for his mercies; becaufe rather:
than we fliould be condemned with the-
-world ; he will gracioufly take this courfe,
- that we mightbe partakers of his holinefs,
and fo become more and more meet for
gory. - :. |
- 201. Fhough our falvation be fure, yee
the knowledge of this, doth not make us.
fecure; though God will not banifh us-

' withy
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with finners, yet for our fins he will tharp-
ly eorrect us here. By a careful fober li};,:»
we-might obtain, from his mercy in Chrift,
many blefings, and find our ‘pilgrimage:
much more comfortable: therefore it ar+ '
gues meither ggace nor wit, that becaufe ¢
God will fave me, I will take any finful-
liberties ; no, though God will fave thees-
yet thou fhalt endure fuch fharp anguith,
that fin fhall become far more bitter, thane
the fweeteft fruit of it was ever pleafant. .
« 202, Gracious perfons in times of peace.
often undervalue themfelves,and the graces-
of God in them ; thinking that they want
faith, patience and love; who yet, when
God calleth them owt to fuffer croffes, e- -
minently by his grace fhine forth. in the.
eyes of others, in the example of a‘meek-
* and. quiet fubjection to the will of God.
203. God often maketh wicked men.
friends 1o his childres, without changing
their difpofition, by only putting into theie-
hearts fome kind thoughts for the time;
which incline.thgm to fhew- favour; New-
hemiah 1. 8; God put it into the king’s';
heart to favour his.people : fo, Gen.xxxni.
4. Efauwas ot changed, onl‘{I God for the»
time, turned his affectians tofavour Jacob z-
fo God ftirs- up the hearts of many, who-
(ﬁll remain notorioufly wicked, fignaily to.,
tavour the pefl, the holieft perfons.  ~
RSN ) G 204. Ufk‘{',
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- 204.' Ufually in what meafure, in time’
of peace and liberty, we do inordinately
let loofe our affeCtions ; in that fame mea-
fure are we foon caft-down, orthe more
"deeply diftrefled :  when. our adulteroys:
‘hearts cleave to things esthly. or finful,.
the crofssbecomes more Beavy, and our

in mage tharp and extreme. .
pfa z@-&iﬁual conflidts-a man is never
overcome till his confcience be cracke; ifs
confcience beygood, and: his caufe right,
he deth conquer, and fhall be- made more
than a conqueror,. in Chrift’s firength.
"~ 206. Partial and temporary obedionce,.
38 not obedience ; in eafy things;. that do
‘not oppofe our lufls, which are not agaict
our reputation, fome will do more for a.

time -than they need; but our obedience.

muft be impartial, univerfal and coaftant,,
becaufe God commands it to be fo«

207. From every evil work to whichwe-
are tempted, we always need delivering.
grace;; as to every. good work, God’s affift-
ing grace: (by grace w .are faved, and:
it is the gift of. God.) @

. 208. That. chriftian who is confcious.
of good intentiohs to abftain from all evil,

may prefume that God will aflift-him, g~ -

guinft temptations for "the time to come,
and tender him viQofious. :
" 209. We fhould-watch daily,. continue
- K inftapt
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Inftant in prayer; ftrengthen our fupplica-.
tions with arguments from God’s word
and promifes; and mark how our prayers
fpeed. When we fhoot an arrow, we look
to its fall ; whep we fend a fhip to fea, we
Jdeok for its relsp fi ;; and when we fow, we'
look for an haggft. Wgen we have fowed
our prayets, th &éh in God’s bo-
fam, fhail we not m for @gharvefty not
ook for -an apfiwer io our gﬂcs;, not oby
ferve how we fpeed ! It isathgifin to pray,
and not to wait in hope. ‘W fincere chriy
~ftian will pray, wait,. ftrcng en his hearg
with the promifes; and nevér leave, pray+’
.ing and looking upy dll God,gwes hip a
ious anfiver. .
z10. A cxrcumfpe& chn&nan, whatfoes
wer he doth,-will do it in fear; he calls
Gaod, Father; with filial fear; and edtsand
.drinkswith acautious fear. 'St.“ggde {peaks
of them thatveat without fear : but the true
fervant of God hath an holy fear accom=
~panying him in all his aétions, in his
words; and-even ih his recreations, in his
‘meat arid drink; and thraughout his life.
« Heé that hath not this fear, how ibold in
wicked coutfes, and’ lpofe in 41l his con<
.du&? But mark a trué chriftian, and you
hall always fe¢ in him, fome happy ex-
preffions of holy fear.. .
211, The relation of 2 fcrmnuof grent
. G2 cons
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confequence, to put us in mind of our oWn
duty;  If we will be God's fervants, we"
muft make fuch a profeffion good, by our
obedience ;' we muft refolve, -thro’ grace,
to come wholly under his goveinment;
obey ll his commands, or elfe he will fay
t0 us, as to them in Judges x.14. Go to
the gods awhom you bave ferved. Empty re--
* lations are nothing ; if we profefs to be
God’s fervants, and do not homout him by
obedience, 'we take but an empty title.
©Oh let us feek for grace to make our pro~
fefled relation good, at leaft in our afiecs
tions and endeavours, that we may fay,
even to our God, I defire to fear thy name :
yea with my fpirit avithin me avill I feek theg

early, Ifa. xxvi. 8,9. - = B
+ 212, In reading the fcriptures, compare
experience with divine declarations..” As
Neh. i. 8, 9. Ifyou fin you fboall be feattered;
and if you return again I wit be merciful,
We fhould-often and particalarly pra&ife
this in the courfe of out lives ; to fee how
God hath made good his threatenings in
our corrections, and his- promifes in our

comforts. o o
213. Thofe that have hadfweet com-
munion with God, but loft it, count every:
day a_thoufand,. till they have recovered
itagain. When Chrift leaves his fpoufe,
ke forfakes: her ot altogether, but leaves
SRR fome-

- -
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fomething in the heart that makes her long
for his retayn,  He abfents hjmfelf, only -
that he may enlarge and raife the defir
of the foul; and when the foul hath fo;;'ne'g
him again, it will cot let him go. - He
comes; nad ' he fenves ws, for our good;
we fhould judge: tighty of oupr ftate, and
-pog. think we ute forfaken of Gody whea
-we are uadér deferfion) L

214. It wen can find no comfort, and
yet fet themielves to teach and encourage
weaker chriitians ;. by way ef reflection,
they receive frequently great comfort
themfeives.  So doth God:- réward this
wduty of mutual difcourfe ; that thofe things
we did not fo fully underftand beforé, by
difcourle we come to know and relith far
‘better. . This fhould _teach. us, to, love,
and often engage im holy conference ;, far
befidesithe good we do to others, we fhall
e profited ourlelves, L

215. We may ufe God’s creatyres, with-

sout fcraple or- fuperitition, - but yer muit
qot ufe them -as we lift. - There is a dif-
ference between our right, and.the ufe of
that right; the magittrate may reftrain
the ufe of our right, and fo may our weak
‘brother, in cafe of fcandal: fo that, the’
~-all things be ours, yet in the ufe of them
- we muit be fober, not eating or drinking
smmoderately, nor ufing any thing unc p-
-, . TG ritubly,
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ritably, whereby others may take offence :
for though we have a right to God's boun-
1y, yet our right, and the exercife of it,
always muft be fanQlified, by the word of
God and prayer. )
" 216. Many lament, Oh that I had af-
furance of my falvation | Oh that I were
a child of God ! Why (man) in faith be
zcalous in obedience. But I cannot, the
Spirit inuft-enable me. Yet come to holy
exercifes, God often gives the Spitit;
aherefore attend upon the means, till you
find firength' to obey. Wait upon God's
‘ordinances till -he fhall enliven thy foul.’
“All you that love your fouls, attend upen
“the ‘means of grace, and with fpecial care
‘always to fanétify the Lord’s day: John
was in the Spirit on the Lord’s dav, Rev.
‘i 10, S .
- 217. God takes nothing from his’ chil-
dren, but inftead thereof the gives them
“what is-better. - -Happy is felf-denial that
3s more than balanced by joy.in God.
Happy is poverty that abounds with grace
zmdp comfart. -Let us not fear what God
- fhall call vs to bear or fuffer. It ‘is hard,
nay impaffible to perfuade fleth and blood
o banifh fear ; but they fill hope in God
that find thefe things by experience. Chfi-
dlians do find, even with their croffes, par-
" gicular comforts, flowing. from the ‘prefenet;
o - o
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of Chrift’s Spirit. St. Paul would not have
efcaped the greateft fufferings, to -have
mifled fuch abounding confolations. - .

218. Chrift chiefly manifefts himfelf in
ximes of affliGion, becaufe then the fou}
~unites itfelf moft clofely by faith to Chrift.
The foul, in time of profperity, fcatters
its affeCtions, and lofeth itfelf in the crea-
ture; but therc is-an uniting power in
fanQified afftitions, by which a believer,
{as in rain a hen colletts her brood) ga-
thers his beft affettions unto his Father-and
. His God. S, o

.21g. Chrift took our nature, fuffered
“hunger, and was fubje& to all finlefs ine

firmities ; when we are put to difficulties
4n our calling, to trouble for a good con-
fcience, or to any hardfhip, we muit la-
-bour for contentment; becaufe we are not
eafily made conformable unto Chrift : we
muft fuffer, then reign avith bim, Rom.
viii. 18, ’ S .

220. There is .nét any thing, or any

“condition that befalls a chriftian, but thete
is a general rule in the feripture for it:
and this rule is quickened by example, for
‘our direftion and encouragement. God
~not only writes his law in naked command-
ments, but enlivens them with the prag-
‘ tice of fome one or other of his fervants.
Who can read .David's Pfalms,. bu;ﬂ;bﬁ
P d 4]
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fhall read himfelf in them? He cannot
. be ih any trouble, but David was in the
fame, &c. .
zz1. Aschildren in the womb haveeyes
and ears, not fof that place, but for cvil
life, wherein they fhall ufe all their mem-

" . bers: even fo our life here is not for this

wotld only; but for dnother; we have
large capacities, memoties, affetipns and
expedtations s God doth not give us fuch
powers for this workl only, but for heaven.
ez2. In a chfitian that hath fudied
mortification, you fhall even fee the life of
Jefus,"in. his ficknefs, in a great deal of
“patience and heavenly-mindednefs - When
his condition is much zbove his own power,
faith in Chritt derives firength, far above
his condition. i
223. As men cherih young plants at
firft, and fence them with hedges; but
-when groswn, théy remove them, and leave
the trees to the wind and ftorms; fo God
fuftains his children at firft with inward
comforts ; but afterwardsthey are expofed
to florms and winds, becaufe better able
o bear them.. Let no man think himfelf:
the better, becaufe he is-more free from
trouble than others ; God feés him not fit
0 bear greater. '
224, When we read the feripture, faith
- ghould ke fomething far ourfelyes;: as
B ‘s'_hcn
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when we read any promife; this is mine;
and find any privilege, this is mine, it
was written' for me ; as the apoftle faithy,
Whatfoever avas avriltem oforelimé, avas,
swritten for our learning, 8c. Rom. xv. 4 .

225. As the Spirit 1s neceflary to work
faith ‘at firft, fo to every a& of faith; for
faith cannot a¢t upon occafion, but by the

. 8pirit; and therefore, we fhould not at-
tempt to do, or to fu}r apy thing rafhly ;
but beg the Spirit ofgGod, and hope %r.
his affiftance ; becaufe, accord'mg to the
increafe of trouble, muft our faith grow,
The life of a chriftian commences by the
Spirit’s working faith at fir@f, but is pro:
‘moted upon ull occafions by his animating
our graces already received. Faith ftirs
up all others, and holds every grace to thg
word ; 2nd fo long as faith continues ac-
five, all other graces are lively too. . ;
. 226. There is no true chriftian, but
hath a public fpirit, to feek the good of
others ; becaufe as foon as he is a chrifti- .
an he labours for felf-denial. He knows
he muft giv himfelf, and all 10 God,
fo that his fpitit is enlarged in an increaf-
ing meafure towards God, ‘and the church,
The greater portion a man hath of the
Spirit of Cbrift, the -more he glorifies
kGod, and promotes the-good of all man-

.

T eI
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227. Jf we would have hearts alwaye
difpofed:to praife the Lord, we muft fee.
«every thing as received. from God, to be
of grace, and abundunce of grace ; what-
foever we have more than nature yields,
is abundant grace ; from Jefus, we have
all as chriftians, though we may be poer
and diftrefled, 1n our paffage to heaven.

228. There are three main parts of fal-
wation ; firft, a true knowledge of our mi--
fery ; and fecondly, knowledge of our de:
Hverance ; and then a life conformable to
the word, Thefe the Holy .Ghoft can
-only work, heonly convingeth of fin, and
where he truly convinceth of fin, there
alfo of righteoufnefs, and then of judg.
ament, and leads us by faith and holinefs te
heaven. . N
- 229. That we may be convinced of fin,
the Spirit gives a clear and . commanding
demonttration of our condition by nature,
and anfwers all cavils. When we fee the
fun fhine, we know it is day s fo, the Spirit
not only convinceth us in general, that
we ate all finners; but in particular, and
with-power, Thou art the Man. This con-
vidtion is alfo univerfal, of.fins of. nature,
of fins of life ; fins of the underftanding,
of the will, and of the affe@ions; of the
mifery of fin, of the danger of fin, of
ishe folly .and madnefs of fin; of fins a.
. B N ga/inﬁ
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gmnft fo many motives, -fo many favours.
Proud nature intrenches itfelf with ex~
-cufes, ready tranflations to others, and ma-
ny mitigations -of gpilt. It is. neceflary
therefore, that the Holy Ghoft fhould join.
with men’s confciences to make every one'
confefs, I am the man. A

. 230. Conviction from the Spirit may be
known from- common conviction of con-
fcience, by this, that what is dnly naturab

- i weak, like a little fpark, and points out
only grofs fins, and chiefly thofe againft
the fecond table, and not againtt the firft,:
- efpecially not our fins againft the gofpel.
-Again, common convittion is againit a
man’s will, and it imakes him not the bet-
ter man § though tortured by it, he runs.
from, Chrift; but a man that is convinced:
by the Spirit, joins with the Spirit againft
“himfelf, accufeth himfelf, and. is: willing,

to _have even.his heart-evils laid open, thar..

he may feek and find the riches of mercy

through Chrifl. e o
- 231. Ltis not enough to kpow by the
word, that there i3. ftrength and nighte-:
aufoefs in Chrift ; but the Spirit, muft open-
the eyes of_the foul, elfe we fhall only
have a natural knowledge of fupernatural.
things. It.s neceffary to have a fuperna,
toral fight, fo to fee fupernatural things,.
as-to change the foul ; therefore the Spirli:
only

-
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only can work faith to fee, Chrift is mine.*
Further, only the Spirit can lead the con-
ftience to reft, becaufe be is greater than-
_confcience;, and can anfwer all the cavily
of fleth and blood ; unlefs the Holy Ghott
doth effeGually apply what Chrift hathr
done, the confcience will not be fatisfied. -
" 232. The beft chriftians would be in
darknefs, and call their ftate in queftion,
if the Holy Ghott did not convince: them,
and anfwer all cavils for them; we muft .
not only be eonvinced at firft by the Spiri, -
but throughout our chriftian courfe. This
fhould make us come to-God's ordinances-
with thefe holy afpirations; - *“ Lord vouchs.
fafe the fpirit of revelation, take the fcales
from mine eyes, that as thefe are thy"
truths, fo they may be profitable to me;
do thou gracioufly incline my foul, that.
in faith F may caflt myfelf more entirely.
}Jpon thine infinite mercy in Chrift Je-:
us!" : :
233. Spiritual conviction is not total in -
this life, but always leaves irf the heart
fome dregs of doubting, though the foul’
be fafe. As a thip that.rides at anchor is
toffed, though the anchor holds it ; fo the"
foul, that is fomewhat’ convinced of 1its:
good ftate, may be toffed with many-
doubts  and fears, but the anchor is in:
: : .. ‘hcaveny:

K
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igeaven-, and fecures its everlafting falva~

Gom. - - ,
.~ 234. Fhe Spirit of God doth fo far conv
vince every chriftian of the righteoufnefs
of Chrift, as to preferve in him fuch power’
of grace as toeaft himf{elf upon the mercy
of God. ‘God will fend his Spirit into the!
heart, -and it fral not defpair; he will fend
fuch ‘beams of light and grace into the
foul,; as all the powerd of hell fhall never
exclude.” . ‘ C ’
‘235. When we neglet prayer, and en~
gage n-other duties in our own ftréngth ;'
if ‘we belong to'God we fhall be fure td
miftarry, “though atiother man perhaps
may feem to profper. Olr! let. us all bet
continually “dependent upon-God for his
direQion, ‘affitance and bleiling in whatfos
tver we engage. L s
- 236. As fome women, becaufe they wilk
not endure the pain of child-birth, kilt
their children in the womb; fo nmany,
who will not be troubled with holy duties,
flifle holy motions ;- Oh-take- heed of re-
je@ing the motions of the Holy Spirit I*
entertain chemn with thankfulnefs; that
when devout affeCtions are kindled, they’
may turn to refolutions, and refolutions
proceed to all holy obedience: -
- 237- Itis commenly found that we canst

pot converfe with company, that are not
H fpiri-
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fpiritual, but, if they vex ug not, they wili

- taint us, unlefs we be put upon them in

-our callings.  Oh! make fpecial choice
of your company; and walk in continual
watchfulpefs. e -

- 238. Itis rebellion againft God to.cam-
-mit felf-murder ; the very. beathens. coyld
fay, ¢ We muft not leave ous flation till
-we be called.” It is the voice of. Satap,
€afl thyfelf down. But what faith Paul 1o

" . the Jailor, Do thyfelf mo barm, for ave are

«all:bere. We fhould fo cary. ourfclves,
that we;may be content to flay here, il
Gpd. hath done his work.in us and by us ¢
and then he will gracioufly call us hencer
m the very beft time. . .

239. He is.a valiant man that can com-
mand himfelf, in the way of duty, te fuf-

" fer affliction. -He that cannot endure fome

difgrace in -the world, fhews great weak.

ne(gs. Chrift hath fet us an example, - for.

he could have come down from the crofs. ;-

but he fhewed his power moft, by endyr-

:ﬁeg reproaches and torments, even unro
ath.

240. The reafon: why many chriftians:
ftagger, and are fo full of doubts, is, be-
caufe they are:idle, and labour net diji-
gently to grow ia grace.. Oh! let us eage

ucttly. firive after increafing knowledge and

< -FORRe
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mortification, for hereby, through grace,’
ave fhall rife to affurance. B

" 231. Whatfoever is -good in a natural
man ‘is depraved by a {elf-end; felf-love
vules all his actions, he keeps within him-
feit, makes his chief end himfelf, is a
god to himfelf, and God is but his. idol.
This'is true of all natural men in the
world, they' make themfelves their great
end; and when the end is depraved, the
whole courfe muft be wrong. S

342. The fenfe of aflured hope cannot
be maintained without great diligence and
warchfulnefs, 2 Per.i. 16. Give all ¥ilis

gtace 10 make your calling and ilection furt ;

antimatibg that cértainty will net be gaine
ed mor preferved without it. I is only:
whe diligent and watchful chriftian that
farh this affurance. The Holy Ghoft will
$uffer s o be in a mift, and continue uns
Aer «-cYoud, if we ftir not up the graces-

of the Spirit ; igds grace in exercife, that
s an carneft, % faith and hope wn ex-
ercife are earneftof glory. If grace fleeps,

you may have it, and not know it: Ohl
then labotr, by the Spirit, to keep your
graces always in lively exercife.

‘243. Thofe that have afftrance of their

" falvation, have oftentimes tioublefome di-

“frations, belaufe they do not always ftand

on their guard : fometimes are lifted up

Ha2 ¢ e

g
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to heaven, and fometimes caft down even
to hell ; yet always at the worft, fomething
in the faul, fuggefts that it is not utterly
caft off, by a merciful Redeemer. ,
244. He to whom this pilgrimage is
pleafant, loves not heaven as he fhould ;
the pleafures of this life are fo fuitable to
nature, that we fhould fit down by them,
Af God did not follow us with feveral
grofles: Oh! lec us readily fubmit to
every crofs; becaufe it is. out of {pecial
Jove that we are exercifed, left we fhould
furfeit upon earthly things. e
. 245., In melancholy ditempers, efpecir
:}{ when there is guilt.on'the foul, we
find.no comfort in wife,  children,
friends, cftate, &c. It is a pitiful ftate,
when body, foul, and confcience, all 'are
diftempered ; but even now let a chriftianp
look to God’s nature and promifes ; though
he cannot live by fight,.yet let him live
auch by faith. . o ] o
246. Though God rfonate an e-
pemy, yet fai%{: fees :nglﬁ"s love, and
apprehends fome beams of comfort. Tho’
¢here be no fenfe and feeling 3 yetthe Spi-
rit quickens faith, whereby the foul is able
" 40 cleave to God, and alledge his word and
nature, even under his rod,.,, .
247. The reafon why the world feeth not
the happy condition of God’s children is,

- a
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Pecavle their bodies are fubjec to the fante
infitmities with the worftof men ; and they
are fubject to fall into grofs fins : therefore
worldly men think, are thefe-men happiet
‘than we ? they fee their crofles, bur not
their cyowns § they fee their infirmities,.
but_not their graces; they fée their mi-
feries, but not'their inward joy in the Ho-
ty Ghot.” . T T e
-348. To walk by faith is to be aftive ;
nct to do as we lift, iy is an achng by a.
divine rule. Since the fall, we have loft
our holdof God ; and we muft bt broughs
" again to God, by thie fame way we fell
from him ; we fell by infidelity, but muft
be brought back by faith, and live upon.
fuch grounds as faith affords: we ‘muft-
walk %y faith, looking upon God’s pro-
mife, and his commandments; and not-
* live by opinion, example, nor carnal rea-
op. ‘ :
{"_249. In our callings, when we think
€ fhall 'do no good, bu all things feem.
coptrary ; yet fuichi fays, God hath fet me
were, 1 will caft in my net at thy com-
“imandment ; let us look to God’s word, fee-
what e commands, and then by faith alt
ourfelves upon him,- and leave the fuccefs
to God’s wifdom, power and grace.
250. A chriftian hath fcnf% and experi:
ence of Goad’s luve, together.with his faith -
v H3 .. ¥



go DIVINE MEDITATIONS.

itis not a naked faith, or without any rew
Jifh ; and that fenfe and experience we have
is given to ftrengthen faith for time to
come : therefore when we have any fweet
Aeelings, we muft not reft in them, inftead
«of Chrift and heaven ; but always remem-
"ber, that divine confolations are given, to
£ncourage Us in our way, and to raife our
hopes of fulnefs of joy to the heavenly
world, S o
_ 251 There is a double aét of faith:
firflt, the diedt, whereby I caft myfelf up-
‘on Chnift ; and there is a reflex a&t, where-
“by I know ‘that I'am in a flate of grace,
by the fruits of the Spirit ; by the firfta&
& are faved. Feelings (feniible comfoit
and joy) are often divided from the firft
aét; for God may enable a'man to caft
himfelf entirely upon Chrift, and yet for
fome gracious ends he fhall not immediate-
1y know it, becaufe God will further hum-
Lle him : God gives the reflex a& (which
is affured hope) as'a reward of exaét walk-
Jing with him ; but we muft look to the
clofing att of faith, as that which faves.us.
.We ought to live by this diret act of faith,
1ill we get to heaven ; but add to this, that
Do man walks by lively faith, that wants
fpiritual comfort.” | o
.. 252. God often defers to help his chil-
Aren, till they are in extremity ; becaul;e
; i T e

. -
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%e will have them live by faith, and po
by fight : ‘as good Jehofaphat, #2 knows nof, -
whbat to do, but our eyes are towards thee:
2Chron. xx. 12. St. Pdul received the
fentence of death in himfelf, that he,mighﬂ’
wuft in God, z Cor. 3. 9. “This is the caufe,
of divine defertions. God leaves his chil-
dren, and may fetm to be their enemy,
becaufe he will have us live by faith; and
when we live fo, we glorify him, and he‘}
gracioufly rewards us, with fpecial tokens
of his love. : o o
* 253. Howfoever things are in our fight,
we thould give God the honour to truft his
promifes.  Fhough his dealipgs towards
ws feem to be, as to reprobates, yet B-
Eeve his word, and humbly-and earneftly
plead, Lord remember thy promife to thy fer-
want, cwherein thou baft ca.id me to trufly
Prexix. 49. Ceafe pot to wreltle withi
God,: for by his Spirit in prayer, he doth
sften convey’fecret and {uitable ftrength
9o his children, that they may be able
to prevail with him, and gain all promifed
‘Bletfings. , y
. 234. The reafon, why many chriftians
at vhe hour of death, are full of doubts
aud fears, i thi§, becaufe in their life
time, alas! too carnal, they have not been
mach exercifed, in living by faith in the
emer. R
455 Coms
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255. Confidence doth certainly arife
" from faith, when troubles'make it ftronger.
It is a true evidence of grace, when con-
fidence increafeth with oppofition; great
troubles exciting greater confidence in
Chrift.  Again, 1t 1s a fign a man’s confi-
dence is well grounded, when he can car-
ty himfelf équal in all conditions ; having
learned both how to want and how to a-
. bound. ‘When a man hath an even gra-
cious fpirit, to be ¢ontent in all condi-
. tions, it argues a well grounded confidence
towards God.’ T
- 256. None can be truly confident of the
digine favour, and a title to heaven, but
tnly God’s children. Other men's con-
fidence is like 2 mad man’s ftrength, who
nay have that of two or three for atime,
but it is falfe firength. When they ar
lifted up upon the wings of ambition an
faveur of men, they boaft; but thef¢ men
in the time of trial foon fink ; The bope of
the bypocrite fhall perif, Jobviii. 13.
257. Wicked men are at death forc
out of the world like malefaétors, unwilling -
to leave their prifon; but God’s children
defire when they die, to depart in obe-
dience to his call, Eord now lit thy ferveni
depart in ‘peace according to thy ward, Luke
M. 29. To bé in the body is good, be-
&aufe we live by faith ; but itis better o
ce 7 s ORI be
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be with the Lord, becaufe then we fhall
Tive by fight, and in perfect blifs. ,

268. An ambitious man undermines all
others; if an enemy flands to refift him,
he will make his way even through blood.
He will alfo tread upon his friends to get
10 honour : a foul that is gracioufly am-
bitious, confiders what flands ia his way,
and hates father and mother, nay his own
Bfe; pulls out the right eye; even cutg,
off his right hand, an§ offers violence to

: _cveré' thing that ftands betwizt him and
his God. C

- 259. We fhould ftudy the fcriptures, tq
find what is acceptable to God. What
doth moff pleaf¢ God ? It is bolinefs : ald
grace and mercy are alfo his deligm
sherefore we thowld ftudy to be holy, ar
aciotis, and merciful. This és tlf awilf

of God, faith the apofile, § Thefl. iv. 3.
‘even your fanfification, that is to be boly'as
od is bofy. Thofe that will be acceptable
40 God, muft be good in private, in their
clofets ; becaufe %mcqrity fuppofeth that
God fees all ; and humbled for the rifings
of fin, becaufe even thefe are feen by Chrift,
with grief and hatred. ' :

. 261. Let no man be difcouraged from
dJoing every good adtion, for fo far as at?'f
ation is good, it fhall certainly be reward-
&9. The {cribes and phari[ccs fought and

e o ’ “received

- a
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received honour from men for their rer
ward. The Romans were juft in their ci=
vil goveriment ; and God {o blefled them,-
that their common-wealth flourifhed for
many hundred years. Let people be what
they will (if only civil) they fhall have a
rewand fuitable to that good they do. As
for heaven and happinefs with Chrift in
another world, they care not, yet every
man fhall have his penny, Mast. xx. 13. -
z62. Itis the grear qrt of faith, to aps
prehend Chrift, fuitably to ‘eur prefent:
«condition ; when fallen iato fin, think of
the terrors of the law ; but when penitent
Yook to hitt as a Saviour, inviting all to
ZTome unto him ; and fo heither ﬂtgiChtiﬂ
Jbe difhonoured, nor our fouls be injured.
263. It is much to be defited; there
were that love in foirie men, totegch what
they know ; and that- humility in others,
to be inftrafted in’ what chey know' hot.
God humbles fometitnes great perfons, to
fearn of athers that are mean; asd it -
our duty, and will be our comfort, to eém-
brace the truth, whofoever brings ir: and-
often mean perfons are the infruments of
knowledge and comfort, to many thac have
‘greater endowment than themfelves; zs
Aquilaand Prifcilla inftructed Apoflos, #8s,
i, 26. SRR T

264. If Chrift foeks us before we foughie”
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him, will he refufe us, when we feek afrer’’
. him? Let no man therefore defpair, oy’
even be difcouraged ; if there be in thee
the height, and depth, and length, and
breadth.of fin ; thereis much more heighty
and depthy and length, and breadth of
mercy in God. Though you have played
-the barlot with many lovers, yet return
" again. Jer.iii. 1. For bis thoughts are not
_@s s ; and bis mercies are the mercies of @
God reconciling the world unto bimfelf.

265. When under a cloud of temptati+
ons, take heed of oppofing your comforts ;
i wrongs Chrift's intentions ; he would
not bave us at any timé uncomfortable :
and befides, whilftwe are in fuch a frame,
-we, are, unfit to glorify God. Fear binds
.the foul, or brings it into a palfy temper 3
we are not fit to do any thing as we ought,
-without fome love, and fome joy. Though -
at prefent under a cloud, yet the fun is al-
ways the fame ; we may for a time, want

. the light of God's gracious countenance,
‘but never the fweet influences of the Ho-.
iy Ghott. . .

266. Moft men (if they could) would
always live here, but whofoever is a,par-

taker of the benefits of Chrift's refurrec,
tion, his mind doth prefently afcend where
chus reigns. We are always enlarging

our
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our defires, in this flate of imperfeQiosn;
but faith fees a fulnefs of joy.
267 Many that inake a profeffion, like
the hawk, aftend high, and look dow ;.
but thofe that look high, afcend on high,.
as being rifen with Chrift : fora chriftianf
forgets what is behind, and afpires, af3
¢ending higher and ‘higher, till he rifes'to
his place before the throhe of God ; but,
as at Chrift's rifing there was an earth?
quake, fo fuch as are rifen with him, now’
find great commotions and coaflits ‘be-
tween the flefh and the Sparie. - - . . 7 °
~268. Chrift takes fpectal care of all his
difciples, even when by reafon of guil¢
they have moft caufe to be difconfolare.
When the heart is upright towards God;
it is not to be expreficd, what indulgence
he thews to fuch poor finners: though
Peter had denied him, ‘yetin Mark xvi. 7.
Go tell my difciple, and tell Peter: Chnift
took great care particularly to affure him
of his love, though he had moft hamefully
denied him. o .
. 269. God bears not in vain the name
of aFather, be fills it up to the full. 1¢
is a‘name of indulgence, of hope, of pro’
vifion, a name ot protection. It argues
the mitigation of -punithment ; a little is
enough Yora Father. In all temptationsy
ofr let us, by prayer, fly to the arms of
our
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our heavenly Father, aud expe&t from himr’
all that a Father fhould do for his child, as
provifien, protection, indulgence, yea and
feafonable correGtions {which are 2s necef-
fary for us ‘as our daily bread) and when
we die wé may expe& our inheritance, be-
caufe in Chrift he is our Father. But yet
we mufl remember the name of a father is
a word of relation ; duty is expeéted fromy
us, we muft reverence him as a father, with
fear agd love ; he is a great God, we ought
to fear him; he is merciful, yea hath
bowels of mercy, we ought to love him : -
if we tremble before him, we forget that
he is loving, and if over bold, we alfu
forget that he is a great and holy God;
therefére we fhould always go to the throne
- of grace with reverence, holy love, and
filial confidence in the name of Jefus. .

270. Thofe that have Chrift’s peace inr
their-own confciences, will be peaceable
. fowards others. A bufy contentious dif~
* pofition, argues it never felt peace from

6od; and tﬁough meén think it commend-
able ‘to ceafure the infirmrities of others,
yet it.argues their own weaknefs ; for icis
a fign of a good and noble fpirit, when
we find any’ thing good, to bear with our
brothet’s weaknefs. Who was more in-
dulgent than Chrift? he bore with the in-
firmities of his difciples from time to ﬁmﬁ .E
Lo 1 o
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oh! let us.carry ourfelves.mare lovingly
“to all, efpecially towards. them that are
weak. Nothing fhould raife us fo high
in our felf.eftéem- above others, a$ to for-
et them to be our brethren ;. all thofe in-
firmities we may fee, fhall foon be buried,

and theyv afcend to glory: )
271, Many fhew great refpeét to per-
fons in eminens ftations, and' to men of
excellent abilities ; but there may be a
great’ deal. of hypocrify : therefore the
truth of love is tried by this ; if we bear
a fincere affection to all the faints, even to
the meaneft of Chrift's difciples; Ephef.

vi. 18. . : o

272. Wemauft always take heed of com-
ing to God in our own perfons or worthi~
wefs, but in all things only look to Ged .
Chnift. If we would leak to Ged as aFa-
ther, we muft fee him to be Chrift's Fa-
ther firll : if we defire to.fee onrfelves ac-
quitted from our fins, let us firft, look - at
Chrift rifen .for our-juftification ;. if 'we
thipk of glorification  in heaven,.. let- us
look up to Chrift as glorified ; and when
we conlider of any fpiritual blefling, -con-
fider it in Chrift firft.. All the promifes
" are made to Chrift; he takes them firft
from God the Father, and gives themta
us by his holy Spirit. The firft fulnefs is
in God, and he empties himfe}f inta Chirifts
o And

e
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And of bis fulnefs we all receive grace, (¢,
Col 1. 1q. ,

274. God is faid to be our Ged, cr to ..
be a‘God upto vs, when he applies, for
our good, that all-fufficiency which is in
himfelf. "God is our God by covenant,
becaufe he harh made over himfelf unto
ug in Chrift. * Every believer hath the d-
tle pafled over to him ; fo tharGod be-’
comes Hlis inheritance.  There is more:
comfort in this, than the heart of man<can-
poflibly conceive. Tt is larger- than the
defires of his ‘heart; therefore though-
riches, ‘'or honbrs, or friends, &c. are not’
ours ;' yet if able to fay, by the fpirit of*
faith, that God is ours, we bare 4if in:
him ;* his avifdom, to find out4a way to do’
us good; in danger, his power, 1o defiver -
us; under guilt, his mercy, to forgive;
and i’ any want, his all-fufficiency, 10>
fupply all our need. If God ‘be. ours’ in*
Chritt, whatfoever ‘God can’ dp,” and all
things, even whatfoever God hath, fhall
promote our comfort in time; 4nd happi-
hefs throughout eternity. - -~ + ' -

274. God is the Go’c[y and Father of all’
. the elect, and particularly a God and Fa-" -
" ther to every one cf them God is every”
faint’s all-fufficient and everlatting portion.
As the fun is whally every man’s, fo God -
Joves and cherithes all Kis children, and’
to 1z gach
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each of them, even the weakeft, asif he
had but one. o
275. There is a myflery, and depth in’
the myftery, not anly -of eletion and re-.
probation, but of God’s providence. . No,
seafon can be given, why fome of God's.
children are quiet, and others are greatly
afflited : why one thould be poer and an-
ather rich : Pfal. xcvii. 2. Clouds and darie
nefs are round about bim: you cannot fee’
him, he is hid in a cloud; but righteouf-
nefs and judgment are the'foundation of
his throne. He may often, in his provie;
dence, wrap himfelf in a thick clond that,
‘none can fee him, yet he is juft and gra-
cious ;_therefore wien any .thing befalls
us, for which we can fee no reafon, yet:
we muft always reverence the Lord, adore,
his counfels, and fubmit’ to him, who is.
iofinitely wifer than we, apd alvays ve-
members his holy covenant., ~~ .
" 296. When we are diligent in bufinefs, |
keep a good confcience, and in all things
© a&t as the difciples of Chrift, whatfoever
befalls us, ‘we may with comfin‘t fay, The-
will of the Lord be dgse ; we are found”
in Gad’s way; and may then (hra’ grace,
exped, a guard of angels around bs, and.
the guardian care gnd comforts of the Spi-.
mitwithin. 7
_277. All the caontention between ‘the
. oy el flem

e - -
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fleth and™fpirit lies in this; whether God
fhall have his will, or we have ours ; “now
God’s will is ftrair, but ours s crocked :
if God will have us offer up our Ifaac,
we muft - fubmit, and even readily acquis
" efce i the whole will of God. - The more
(through grace) emptied-of felf, themore
free and happy we fhall be; by being moré
fully fubjecg to God : for mn what meafurg
we' part with' any thing for Nim, we fhafl
receivg even' in ‘this world an hundred fold
in joysand peace, &c. 0 0 -

278. Alloutward good things e thould
ufe in a reverent manner; knowing that
our liberty to enjoy them was purchafed
with the blood of Chrift. © As Divid when
he thirfted for the waters of Bethleher,
would not drink, becaufe it’wag as tlhie
blood of his three worthies: fo' though
we have'a free ufe of God's creaturés;
yet muft be cureful to ufethem with mo-
deration and reverenée, and all t6 the glos
ry of God: o

- 279. There 1§.nothing of God' can

pleafe the carnal ‘world, becaufe the beft
things are réprefented to the heart of a
carnal man, as foolifhnefs. Our corrupt
nature above all things would avoid the
imputatiorrof folly'; and rather than he
would be aécounted a fool, 4 natural ma

will flander the wiys of God as foolithnefs:
T Ry T T g

-
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iChe law of Chrift conftrains us, and makes:
us do many things, for which the carmal,
world think us out of our wits: but: let.
quiet aur hearts, and account it a great:
avour from God, when .the. Michals of,
this warld fcoff at our goodnefs :  for when,
they are offended, ,Gpgthugh Chrift ig
gracioufly pleafed. = . - o
., 280. To difcern your flate m grace,
chiefly Jook to your affetions, for they are,
ntrinfical, and ot fubject to hypgcrify.,
en of great parts know much, &d fo
dath .the. devil,. but he wants lave™ In
fire all things may be painted but the
heat ;' fo all good aétions.may be done by,
.an hypoctite, but the facred fire of a .di- -
-vine love, for offering the facrifice, he
_hath.not. .Oh! therefore chiefly examine
the truth-and fincerity of your affettions
towards Gqd, whafe nape is love.
281, We may be bleft with Jarge views
of the love of God, lt can never poffibly
comprehend it ; all "¥@fruits of his logg
will for ever furpafs out finitg underftand-,
ings. The Holy Spiritis gracioutly givep
to take away the vail, and to make repost

. of it to ourfouls.: then as foon as'the love,
of Chriftis apprehended, it conftrains us
10 all holy duties; not as fire. out of a
flint, but as water. out of a fpring. . The
Adoxe of awife to_her hutband may. bfi,gig
< from.

» .
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ﬁom the .fupply. of. her neceffiti ities, but_
;mrwards fbe. may..alfo love his perfon :.
the-foul firlt laves Chrift for falvation, ",
“but when it is: braught to him, and finds.
.what fweetnefs. there.is in him, then the;
oul Joves .him for hlmfelﬁ, and gftesm;,
is perfon, as wellasrqonccs in .h;s Q-,

ps
. 382 It {hould'be our, contmual c,;n'e tQ
mamﬁeﬁ fincerity of heart towards' God,,
mour feveral call;ngs ; and this js; done
e look at,God in every a@ion,and,
t;nd vour {o yxcld ‘qur. foyls entirely: to.
the whole will of Gad,. fekve him with all,
the heart, and pcrform the work of our.
<callings by his Spirit, - according -to his
- word, and promote his glory: if we thus,
hbour to approve ourfelves to him, what-
{cever be the iffue, we fhall be indued
with holy boldnefs, and. enjoy mych ins
ward peace and co:pfort, /having by his
gace carried ourfelves as in the ﬁght of
od, and advanced his glory. -
. 283, That a man.may perfuade others,
he muft have 7 love ro.their perfons, cleag
knowledge of the caufe, and grace tofpeak:
An wifdom to their fouls. As we are faved,
by love, we are peifuaded by the argus
ments of love,, which is moft agreeable tg
the nature of man; we are led by pete’
~f},uxﬁcm, not by compulﬁou, Meq nu{)v

.,

‘-—-A
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be compelled to the ufe of meahs, but not
to faith. Many labour only to unfold ther
feriptures, for the increafe of knowledge, -
this is-2 good foundation ; but the fpecial
ifrent o? the miniftry, is to work® upon
the heart and affeftions, and lead the foul
to Chrift.". e e o
284. As-we muft approve ourfelves to
God and ouriown confciences, fo to the-
eonfeiences of others, that they may wit-
riefs;- thiat we love and deal faithfully wich
them,  Oh, how fhould we labour %o do
41l the good we can, efpeciall{ to the fouls
of men. - If we deferve well, they will-
give evidence for'us; but-if we walk fcan--
daloufly, they will accufe us; that by ilt
éxamples we drew them into evil, and
hardened them in fin. May it be always -
our care, to approve ourfelves to the con-
feiencés of men ; that we may have them
to witnefs for-us; that fuch of whom we
have deferved well, may be our-crown at
the laft day. - T )
285. A man keéps a good confcience
towards others, when he makes it appear
that he can deny himfelf to do them good. .
Confcience will teflify, this man ceftainly
regards ‘my good .more than his own, he-
adts fo, as that the world may fee he is in-
good carneft ; he fpeaks ‘well, and makes
good his profeffion by- his obcdi‘sn’t];aifé.‘
'»‘ . ¥ . - ay'
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My ic be our e foto walk | we
* then approve ourfelves to the .confciences
of all inankind, and to. God, thro’ Chrift
Jefos. =~ St
* 286. There are many that receive fome
* diviné truths, byt they referve. fome fin¢
Whep Herodias is difpleaed, John Baptift
muft, lofe his head. Some truths make
tranfgreflors fret, becaufe their confciences
tell them they 'will npt yield- obedienge:s
ome fin hath gatten;dominion puer- theig
affetions, but confcience: faith, I wapn
thee 3gainft this fin; then that hatred
which fhould be turped againtt the fin,.is
furned upen the word and miniftes- of
Chritt. gome vermin, when driven to.a
fland, will fly in' a ‘man’s face ; fo thefe
inén, whén they fee they muft yield. ta
cenyiction, grow malicious, fo that, what
they will not follow,, they reproach. How
much fhould it be our care, at all times,
to yield obedience <o.all that we know.(of
the divine will') = = . S
: 287. There is a generation. of churlifh
men as even-watch for offences ; becaufe
they would go o hﬁll ‘with, as:it were,
1:o,me reafon, they will not fec who..arq
babes ‘in Chrift, and who are hypoerites s
and {o cat reproach. upon all. , I/ch,teferc
fometimes God in judgment towards thein
may fuffer good mep, ) fally apd: fatag
o - - " © tempts

<. [
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gempte them to take fcandal at them, to
their final puin. - ’ ) .
- -288. A mgn ‘may know that the word
of God hath wrought upon his confcience,’
when he comes to i, that through grace,
he may hear, learn, and reform. A man
with an ‘heart without guile, is glad to
hear the fharpeft -reproofs,  becaufe he
knows that fin is his greateft enemy. But
if 'we live in any cburfe, we are loath
thould be reproved ; it is a fign ‘our hearts
dre full of guile. Corrupt men mould’ -
theéir teachers to ‘their lufts ; but a good
- man- is willing; that ‘divine truths fhould
have their 'fu‘lgl"authoﬁty; and he conti-
Fues, ‘through grace, in the way of du-
g;:’ot;\oug’h never fo contrary to fleft and

- 28g.. Jt is the duty of minifters to pre-
wvent-objé®tions, that nray arife in the minds
of the people, ‘and hinder the due recep-
#ion of gofpel dottrine. "That divine traths
may more readily enter -our hearts, we'
should labour to efteem the perfon, and
his work ; for fecret furmifes are ftones
of ﬁumbﬁ’:' , which both minifters and
_people ﬂiou%d be careful to prevent or foon -
‘m”mm. € . r ‘y . K R v
' 290. ‘A man ought not to commend’
irnfelf, but in fome fpecial cafes; firtt,’
céaufe pride and envy{i others will not
o e ‘endure
— :
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endure it: fecondly; it diminithes God’s
- glory, therefore we fhould take heed s
thirdly; it deptives us of comfort,. and
hinders the apology of others. -The heaw
then eould fay,. dar: felf.applaufe is very
* difagrecable: et us.take heed that.we dw
tiot fnateh our tight eut of God’s hand.
But on the contrary, in fome cafes, we
“may cominénd:ourfelves;‘as when we have
a juft call'to' make an apology; in a way
of defence, afid for tive conwiction of theny
that. unjuftly fpeak evil of ws: and we
-may {peak.well of ourfelves, in a ‘way of
example to others; as parents to. their
childpen ; tivis well becomes them ; bel
caufe itis not outof pride. ‘ot vdin-glory;

" fot the .motive is.at onde difcofered, to
belove. o Ty LT T
291 Itis the-duty of sif men, but efv
~pecially of . God’s children, when they
- bave jaik ocexfion; to defénd the injured =
thus the blind man, Fobn ix. 30. defended
€hrift againftthe pharifees ; and-Jenathan
-fpoke 10 his futher irrthe bebalf of David 3
though ‘called o rebel; hé krew that he
owed this fervice unto truth, and to his
frignd. - God hath a caufe in- the  world
that muft be owned, therefore when reli-
gio is brought upon-the flage, God feetns
w {ay to all, as f:hu"did,v “Wbo is: o my
Aidr, whe? God commends his owfei:‘%

P
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" his children to s ::4nd therefore curfe ye
Merows (faid the Angel.of the Lord) .curfe:
3¢ bitterly the inbabitants sbereof, becaufe they.
came not fo the belp of the Lord, to the belp
of the Lord againft the mighty.: Judg. v. 23..
f® a-curfe lies upon thofey that when the.
truth fuffers; have not even:a.word. for its:
defence. 1 - . o o oo
: -292. Ufually the defamers of othersare
proud vain-glorious perfons ;. if a:man will
{earch for the fpirit of the devil- in men,
let. him fearch for- it ~amon‘%l vain-glorious:
teaehers, heretics and fuperftitious perfons.
The ground of it is. from the mearnefs ofr
two contraries, fo the oppofition. is the:
ftrongeft; as fire and water when they
weet make the Grongeft appofition. Who
fo like to God’s children, and minifters.
ds- vain-gleriols teachers, -as rhaking ;the
fame chriffian ptofeflion? but Pilate, o
lieathen, fhewed more favour o’ Chrifty
than .the pharifges. .This ufe we. fhould:
make of it, .not-to take offence, when-we
heay any profeflgr; or even one divine.de+
reciate apother ;: it hath been fo,-and will
g,c;fg,to the end of the worlds - - ;-
¢+ 293.-All thisgs befides the’kord, are
only like grafs ;- when we rejoite therging
and forgenGod, (¢ i a childifh joy, as it
\ge.rc.»m}ly an flowers atter we have drawns
oug theix, Gyeetaels, ‘w,cgﬁ.wmem»aw%.l,
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Adt-basward: comforts. -are:-commen; ta fise :
ners.as wé)}’nszfaints; an'cil., withbut gease;
they . wiil: furelyv provd mares.. At-the)
houyrz of .dedth ;‘\}:vlm comfdrs camwmliam‘.{
fromttdhcmifanyém&n winbchustidtie -
ty; and love to! ; ‘meny: wienhawes
tﬁough-'gncog ufed them welid mm«
if, we'would shave our heasthislways biafk)
with true jay;-oh let us labossté be faithy -
ful in ous: fowerak places;:and conflantins

' endeavour;” according ta o gjftsy: taglpar.
294, To: Lineany creatire i
eyer? is:-ide 3 finfly- betaufe the. imind
fers:up fommeshing, whielvis ndtsGogh - Sem i
cordly; it ‘muft:be fpwitual adultesy.tad
cleave td any thing;imorethan 20 -Gedai:
Thirdly,: itiisibearing falfevivitne e, taa G
cribe exceliéncy:ehese theneis nones: . We 3
have-ithati prolitbitions - Letwmatrizbet wusffas
m.an glovy! swdsix awrfdaw, nor Yoo fiseng: man)
imibis fringthl mor theviih muk swdis vickes:a
Jar. ixi23.. Gadwilk net: gine: his gy
tolandthers; therefore when mes will mifa:/
plate sthar glotry,-which helongé toiGad:i
alonoy: he bliifls them s of fers her-afideys
as-beokery vefidlep sl evendifdaiassarnmis
them. : e
e gqggsrAnoh ri:::’a jopnwghd 'Ivl;s:::
roceeds fhomw righe prisci piesyfromr) :
ginnu and/rodicigpas) Kénoﬁ#o‘ﬂsftw cyranth |
. . . ima
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imaginationydsen there. is- fellowfhip-be«
tween ‘God: and him ; for: our joy mufk
fpring:fiom peace, Rom: v: 1. Being jufti-
Jerbyifaitl; .0 bave peace with God. The:
apofttes- begin sthein cpiftles with. mercy,
grace 4nd-peacs; mercy to forgive, grace
o renew: our.:natures;. and: peace of con—
felenderto yield us-jby: - Thefe are things,.
through: Chiritt;: to. be gloried ‘in ; if we:
ﬁnd,:xﬁ&rthz wword,.our fins pardoned, .our-
. pesfupsragcepted,. and our natures renew.--
ed, we may comfort ourfelves in health,..
in wealth, it.wife; in.children, in any
thing, bscaufeatkcome by Chrift:from the
favour 600t -We may joy in alflictions,
becaufac thére is.a bleffing'in the worft, to
Pprepare us forieternal happinefs. - Though: :
we ‘caunotjoy in ‘aflliCtion icfelf;/as being;
contraryto astare, . ystwe may inthe iffue
of it fothweswe rejeice aright, when hav-
inpintereftincGod, . we glory in the tefti- .
mony of ageed confcience; when.looking:
inward we fiawd;allat peace; wheneach ot
ustan fay upon . good grounds; . that God.
in: Chnifd #s-mine, and:therefore both life .
and death andeall things are mine, {o faras. -
they:may fepsemy truelt gaod and everlaft~ ~
ing felieity. - . T
"2¢6.' The-hearts of men, yea'of good
men,..3ve as:}:o idalize :outward: things.
Whea- the: difciples through the power of .
e T Jefus.
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Jefus bad . catt_out devils, theyr-were ready
to be proud ; but Chrift quickly..ad
mithed. them, #or to, rgivicedbat the decuils ke
Jubjed ta themy bab: that theiv name wers
apritten ‘in. heaven, ‘Lnkex, 129, - Theres
“fore when-we “find . the lcaft inclination.to
- glory .in any-thing, we muft cheok, ourr
felves, and canfider what grace we sheve,
to ufe them ; awhat love ta mfpvwc«',h.ava'
%0 turn.thefe things toithe common - gaod.
For whatfoever .a.:man . hath, if he; bath
not alfo bumility, ‘and love-to ufe it 2%
right, it will be:unprefitabley.nay Atwill
increafe his forrows,; . . .o e
. 297. It hath-been.an old faife.and foolith
“imputation, to charge.diftration upon.men
ofithe greateltwifdom and febriety. : John
the Baptift was accufed to- have a vily
-Chrift to be befide himfelf ; the apof}ies t@
be: full of .new.wine, and Pau) to)bemad.
““I'he reafon is, as teligicn is a;myf{tical and
. fpiritual: thing, fo the tenets of .it jeemx
10 be paradoxes to carnalyngn,; (aafiedt
that a chrifian is the only freeman, and
wothers aré all flaves; the oly rich .many
though ever fo ‘mean in- the world ; .the
enly beautiful.man, though -gontwardly )

ever fo deformed; and the ,Only-'b’ll?lew '

man, in che midft of all his prefeat iy

vies. Thefe /things, thongh trug, feem,

frange to nawral men, audtherefore whea.
) K2 . they

y |
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ey fee-nien. making ‘confeiende.df fin,
they wonder-4t this.commotion for trifles.
Wit thefe men -go on i a courfe of their
wh, undmake that the meafure. of.all -
thofe below:then are profane; and thofea-
bove themr-are indifcteet. ¢ Byfoolith fan-
cley arid uffe@ions, they create excellencies,
where -there-are mone, then cry down the
rfbit of fpiriwal things.as folly. They
& prinéiples of theirawn,: td love them-
felves, and ¢o love: others only-for chem -
félves-and to-hold en:the{ﬂrqueﬁ fide, aud
By /#o means to -expofesthenilelves to'dan-
er. But when men begin v beireligious
amckﬁﬁ"s -fake :they.deny-all their.own
ciytial-eds ; - and. that:makes theircourfe
feem, madivefs to the werld, stherefore they
Jabourstofpread. an ‘ill - opision - of them,

- &3 madofpen:and fools,

448 Ged!s childeen ave neithermakt nor
fouls; it is ‘but a feandabcatt upon them
by-theamud -tnen-of -the.world. ~They are
the-oply wife:men, if itbe well confidered;
#i¥t, sthey make the higheit end their.aim,
whi¢h ‘§s tocbe children:of:God here, and
fuintsin heaven : fecondly, they aim tobe
found wife men at death ; ‘therefore are al- .
ways making their aceounts ready : thirdly,-
theylabour to live anfwerable to the rule
of ‘the word. - :Fourthly, they<improve alf .
advantages-to advance their.gvand end ; las

bour .

%
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“Wour to grow better both by their comforts!
and erofles, and ‘to make a fanétified ufe of
all occurrences : - fifthly ‘they fwim againft
the {tream of the times ; ‘though they eat:
drink, and fleep, as - other men, yet {like
- the ftars)they-have a fecret fettled - courfe
ef their -owh, . which the world cannot’
-difeern ; therefore aman muft. be changs
ed and fet ina- higher rank, before he can
have a fandtified judgment of the ways
dfGod, May he make ustruly wife! )
" 299. Thote that lay theimputation of
folly and madnefs ‘on God’s children, will
at laft truly be found the greateft fools
themfelves. Firft, is not he a fool that

- cannot make aright choice ofthings? how
do carnal men make - theirchoice, when
they embrace perithingthings forthe beft
fecondly, 4 carnal man hath not a fpiritual
capacity -t apprehend fpiritual things
aright ; he cannot fee things invifible:. -
thirdly, his heatr accounts it a.vain thing
10 ferve the Lord : fourthly, hejudges hie
.enemies to be his beft friends ;. and his beit
friends to be bis worft enemies :- fifthly,
the principles of all his actions are un~
found, becaufe they are not direGted to the
right objet aand end, thereforc allihis
aftections are mad, as his joy, his love; his
delight ;. his love is but luft, his anger
aexation ;3 for his confidence hecalls Goa s
K 3 love
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love into .queftion : but a falfe fuggeftion
from the devil, he foon embraces ; there-
fore is he :notunad ? and this is the.condi-
tion of all natural men. o o

- 300. Trye freedam.is.found when by the
Spirit thesheartis renewed, ds inlarged, and
becomes fubordinate itodsod in Chrift. A
man s in. aifweet frame when his heart is
madefubjeit 10 Gad,and drawn out towards
him, . far ithe Ged of all graee fets it at Ui~
berty.iGod will have us make-his gloty our
Zim, and then ‘he will beftow grace and
glory tao upon ams.. True geal and haly
diligence, are ufually atsended with the joye
of faith and the firuits. of the paradife
d:‘,GOd. L - .

3o1. Thelove of. Chrift manifefled to

me, and -my lowe so Chrift quickened by
the Spirit, excitean holy admiration in my
foul ; itcondiders what womderful Jove 18
in Chridt ; and the Spirit witnefles that this
love of Chrift is-fet upon the fou), from
hence it hegins to argue and admire 5 Lord,
wherefere quift thow fbesy thyfslf vo me, and
not to the myorid ? what is the reafon thou
foloveft me more than others ? The foul
with God on the mount, isturned from .
«earthly things, they it fees nothiag butloye
and mercy, and adores. Such grace con-
firains us to do allthings-eut of pure lové
to God and goosd will towasds nvep... ..
: C 502, When
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. 302. When Jofhua curfed the man that

. fhould ‘build the swalls of Jericho, he was

not in any commotion »r revengful fury,
but :peaceable and devout. When curfes
@ome from firch an.one, heis only a decla-
ravory inftroment, in denouncing God's
curfe. Every man meft not dareto take
it wpon &im, for men often curfe when
they thould blefs, and fuch curfes like ar-
rows fhat upright, fall down upon their
ownheads. Thofe that come ia the name
ofthe Lord, and ave qualified for that put-
pofe, and declare the werd of Ged, their
curfes or blefings are to be regarded, for
they ave a means to ocenvey (od's curfes
of his bleflings to men, His werd curryisg
life or deash, 2Cor. ii. 16. .
303. At is over curious 10 be ezact a-
bout thetime or beginnings of grace ; be-
caufe frequently it.talls by degrees like the
dew undifcermbly : and there is a great
deal of wifdom as well as of pewer in the
work of grace ; God offers no violence to
the foul, byt works fweetly, yet ftrongly s
and flrongly, yet {weetly ; he goes fo far
with our nature, thatwe (hall freely delight
in z::cc So that a man fees the greatelt
reafon, why ke fhould alter his courfe.
God doth not overthrew human nature,
the fiream of it it gravioufly changed, the
: L < man
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man is the fame. The foul is renewed,
and body and foul dedicated to the Lord.

. 304.When we defire only forgivenefs of
fin, and not-grace to lead a new life, that
defireisshypocritical. A truechriftian afks
of God power againtt. fin, as much as par-

~don. 1t we have nocfunlifying, we bave
wot pardoning grace; Chrift came as well by
water to regenerate, 4s by blood to] uftify.-
Let it be our continual care and endeavour
to grow and increale in grace : becadfe,
without grace and growth therein, we fhall
never getto heaven ; we cannot withftand
our enemies, nor bear any crofs; cannot go
on comfortably in our courfe,and cannot do
any thing acceptable and pleafing to God.
05. God will be as the dew upon Ifrael, -
and- hethall grow as the lily and caft forth
his roots as Lebanon, Hof xiv. 5. Theic
are not vain words ; we have great need
of fuch promifes, efpecially in a diftrefied
state, for then our fpirits fink, and our
hearts faint ; therefore we have need to
have the fame promifes of comfort often;
repeated.  Prophane perfons think, what
need of all this? but if ever pierced in
<confciepce for thy fins, thou wiit then be
far from finding fault. When God uleth-
all thé fecrets in the book of nature, and.
tranflites them to fj:witual things to affure
us-ef his mercy and love, how rich his
Zrace ! 306"
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~366.- God s children become more. cir-
eumfpecthytibeir falls;. they learn to ftand
and.walk; ;| like cedars, ! the more they are
blewn, the deeper - will they.be ropted.
That: which men think is the. overthrow
of Gwd’s children, . doth but root them the
decper ; fo- that after all outward ftorms,
and ioward declenfions, (by Chril’s grace
eut of weakinefs -being made ftrong in the
Lord) thisis the.iffue, Tbey take root doawn-
awards) andalfa bring forth jruit upraras, for

 she'Lord reflorech- their fouls, & Pf. xxiii. 3.,

-807.-A chriftian-in his. rjght temper s
compared to the beft of every thing : ifto
a'lily, thefaireft: iftoacedar, thetalleft;’
if towarolive. trée,: the mott fruitfal, 4ad bis

Jeent fbail beas the avine of Lebanon, HOL. xiv.
7. ‘We thonld therefore make ufe of nataral
aad apply:them -to: {piritual things; if we
feea lily, think of God's.promife and our
duty, we thould grow-as lilies ; when we fee
a 113l :tree, : think, -I muftgrow higherin -
grace ; .and .vthen weidce a vine, think, I
muit grow:in'fruitfulnefs ; when we goin-
to our-fields, orchards:or gavdens, let the
eye raife:the thoughts higher, .unto confi-
deration -of what'is.required, and of what
is promifed, in God’s holy:word.
. 308. Asitis.the glory of the olive rree
to be: fruitful, fo t’s the.glory ofia chritti-
an to-be ufeful inihis calling ; and the way
o
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<o be fo, is, toefteem fruitfulnefs our glory.
It is a good fight to fee  chriftian anfwer
his profeffion, and flourifh in his flation,
1o be fruitful and fhine in all good works.
When ability and opportunity, and an en-
Tightened zealous heart do all meet for do-
ing good ; how glorious to behold !

309. When about to enter upon action,
let us always afk our fouls, s it fuitable to
my calling, to my hopes? it not, why fhould
T do it ? Chrift hath made mea king, to rule
over my lufts. doth this agree with my dig-
nity » this bafe aét, this bafe compuny ;
fhall fuch a man as I do this ? when,
through grace a man reafons thus ; ir will
caife Ephrdim®s refolution; #hbat bave I any
more to do avith idols ? In walking ciecum-
{petly- after the Spirit we fhall find the
cheering warmth of divine comfort, ace
companying every altion : and with hu-
mility and thankfulnefs, fhall acknowlcdge
all the comfort and -ftrength we receive, . to
be from the refrefhing dewsof God’s grace.

310. ‘In time of calamity, God will pre-
ferve his fruitful trees ; as tn Deut. xx. 19.
The Ifraelites were commanded not to de -
froy them ; fo though Ged’s judgmente
come, yet will he take fpecial care of his
obedientchildren. ‘The judgmentsof Gad
will fall heavy upon barren trecs: though

£50d may long endure barrenneis in the
» want



DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 11g.
want of the gofpel, yet. he will not under its
enjoyment It were better for a. bramble to.
be in the wildernefs, than in an orchard ;.
nothing will keep the ax from the root, but |
fruitfulnefs.in ‘God’s vineyard. | .

311. It may .be obferved that the aged
feem not to grew, at.leaft not to be fo zeal-,
ous as many;young chriftians ; but the rea
fon is, becaufe there is in young . chriftians,
a greater ftrength of natural parts and mo e
lively affections, and thefe make.a great
appearance ; but aged men grow in {piri~
tual ftrength, and are .more refined ; their
knowledge is more clear, their actions.
more pure, their zeal more feraphical, and
not ‘ningled with wild fire; therefore,

.though aged chriltians be not carried with
an high and full ftream,. yet they be-.
corhe,. through grace, more ftableand ju-
dicious, more heavenly nrinded, and mor-
tified ; they continually grow deeperin hu-
mility, by a clearer fight of their own cor-.

" ruptions and daily fins, and rile higher to~
wards haaven on.the wings of faith and ho-
ly love. _

312. In true converfion the foulis chang-

" ed, to be of the fame mind: with Chriit ;
as he is affe@ed, fo isthe foul ; and.ashe’
loathes all evil, fo upon this ground, there:
iz in us a loathing every fin g carnal man
is like a'wolf driven from. the theep, that

) . , yer
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yet retding his ravenous natures; thofe thats
are driven from-their fins by the terrors of *
confcience, are,only-aftrighted ‘with fin's +
defert, but do not hate'it; therefore -the-:
Igathing and hatred of ali‘evilis required,:.
as well as leaving it ‘b outward retorma-
tion. Divine grace reférms; rencws' and-?
quickens .us truly to fefve the Liord.

“313. It ig evident thac our converfion.-:
is fdund,” when ‘we truly loathe and hawe »
fin, from- the heart; -a-man may -khow.
his hatred of sevil to bétrue, fisfl,’ if itbgw
univerfal: he that hates fin: truly,- hates
all fin: Secondly, true hatred is -fixed:+
there is no appeaiing it; but by ebélihing:’
the thing hated.  Thirdly, hatred:isia:
. more rooted-affeftion than angec ; anger

may be appeafed;’but hatred remaing agd
fets itfelf ugain{t the whele.kind.  Fourthe -
ly, if our-hatred be true, ‘we hate alt evil;::
in-ourfelves firft, and: theén in others; he !
that hates a ‘toad, would hate it moft; in :
his- own bofom. Many, like Judah, ayo
fevere ‘in -cenfuring 'ot{im-,‘th{u xrxwz) :
24. but partial to_themfelves.  Fifthly,
he.that hates: fin truly, "hates the-greateit
fin, in the greateft ‘mesfure; he hates alks
evil in-a juft proportion. - Sixthlyy our
hatred ds’ right;:if we can endure’admio- |
nition and reproof for finiy-and ot be'enka~
ged; thérefore-thofo that fivell 4painft-¥e~-

' ' proofy_
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proof, dg not appear to hate fin; oanly
with: this caution, It may be given witht
fach indifcretion and felf love, that a min,
may only hate the reprover’s proud man-
ner ¢ therefore, in difcovering our hatred
of fin in others by reproof, we muft‘con-
fider our calling ; ‘it miift be done with a,
fweet temper, preferving.due refpeét to -
thofe reproved, that it may appear only to
be done out of true love and zeal, and not’
eiit of anger or pride. '

‘314. All'aflociations that are not begun.
well,-frequently foon end in hatred. Take
‘heed with’'whom yqu join in amity ; be-
fore usy’plant your atteltions, confider
the perfgns, what they arc; if any figns
of grigf appear, then itis good ; if not,’

thegfmay be foon a thameful rent. “Thto’,
life this ought to be .our rule; we fhould
always endeavour in all companies, either.
to do, or receive fome fpiritual good ; and
where we cun . neither do, nof receive

,we fhould avoid fuch - acquaintance..
“Therefore .do good to all, but' conlider
and take heed, riot to ftand in combina-
* tign with any wicked or ungodly men.

315. Whefoever will live godly in Chrift
Jefus, muft fuffer perfecution. He muft |
ave. his nature changed, and carry his ha-
tred againft all evil: courfes; therefore to
frame a religion that hath no trouble, is

o : L only
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only to make an, idol. Neuters in refi-

ion ave like the bats, that can fcarce be
ﬁiﬁinguiﬂxed‘ from mice, or flying fowl,.’
becaufe they refemble both. Oh'! take
heed of neutrality in religion. After the
firt tranfient heat, many become luke-.
warm,. then they become quite cold. Oh ¢
look te your beginnings, pure affeGion in
religion muft continue and fhould always.
flame in facred zeal.

316. Wife men do nothing without,
propofing fome great end; and the more
wife, -the greater is the end : fhall we at.
tribute this te men, and not adore the
wifdom of God? Chrift certaitds. would’
never have appeared in’our nature, of
fuffered death, but with fome glorinus de= -
fign. Shall we think this myftergy, of
God s taking fleh upon him, was fof a
flight purpofe ¥ No, the end of his com-
fng was to fave finners, « Tim. 1. 15, He
came to bring us to Ged, 1 Per 1ii. 18.
But he that will fave us, muft firt de-
liver us out of Satan’s bondage; there-
fore Chrift came to- deftroy the works of.
the devil, 1 Jobniil. 8. It wmuft needs
follow, that the falvation of our fouls is
of vaft confequence, s for this great end,.
Chritt both took our nature,, and fuffered
death, the death of the crofs. .

S 7 2
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" 317. Chrift came to deftroy the works
of the devil in ug, but makes us kings
under himfelf, to fight his bie-les. As
by his Spirit in us, he deftroys the works
of the devil; fo he doth it in the exer~
cite of all our powers of foul and body,
by exciring his own graces already fiven.
He hath made us kings unmto Ged, that

d fight, and in fighting overcome,
r imo his glory. The chief grace
¢ helps us to exercife in over-
all our enemies, is faith. We
pfidelity and difobedience ; Chrift
oots up idfidelity, and inftead
€ plants faith. Faith unites us
and then, by a divine fkill, it
rength in every time of need
hrift, to fight his battles, and

s over every encm¥. =
"Femptations at firft, like Elijah’s
10 bigger than a man®s hand, if not
will foon overfpread the whole
Satan neftles himfelf, ‘when we
dwell upon the thoughts of fin : we can-
not prevent the fudden rifings of fin, but
by grace we may keep them down, and
they fhould not for a moment remain with-
out oppofition. Oh let us earneftly en-
deavour ulways to be in good company,

#ud runm our chriftian race : as the Holy

’ L2 Ghoit
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Ghoft works by thefe advantages.. Oh
may we wifely obferve and improvethem ¢
319. It is hard to difcern the working
ofSatan fiom.¢he motions of our own cor-
vuptions,-becaufe for the moft part he goes
fecrédy along with them. He is like a pi-
rate at fea; who fires upon us, under our
own colours : or like Judas to Chrift, he
comes 2; a friend, therefore it is hard'to
difcern each of them diftinétly : but Satan’s
attenjpts, may be partly feen, by theea-
ernefs pt our lufts, they are fudden, ftrong,
ﬁ , {o firange fometimes that e¥en nay
ture afelf abhorethem : the bleF:d Spire
of God leads us fweetly on ; but R->Jewil
drivesa man like a tempeft, 25 we fieAm, -

son for his fifter “Tamay. = Agh~,
* . we refift the métions of %8&’9 good 3y
rit, miflike his.goverament, and give wiy.
to ;patfio, ‘then the devil epters. Lera
man be unadvifedly angry, the devil wiit
smake him envious and feek tevenge ; -paf~
fions let loofe dre chariots in which the
devil rides.  Some by nature are prone to
diftruit, and fome to be too confident;
now the devil joins with thofe corruptions
and draws or drives them'on to alls of fin.
He fits (as itwere) upon our corruptions .
apd there hatches all fin, Al the devilsan
héil-cannot. force us to fin ; Sitan works by
. - fag
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fuggeftions, ‘ftirring up humours and fan«
cies, but cannot work upon the will : we
betray ourfelves by yielding, before he
¢an_do us any larm ;. yet ie ripens fin
when cherithed in the heart, and brings it
forth into atual tranfgretlion.

320. There are fome fins that let Satan
Joofe upor us. - As, Firft, Pride ; we fee
_ & in Pavl, 2 Cor. xit. 7. Secondly, 'Con<
ecit and prefumption ; as we may fee in
Peter, Matth. axvi. 33.° Thirdly, Secu-
22‘ ; which is always the fore-runner of

ne  punifhgagnt, or great fin, (which
a2 n{gv:‘i@gg:l pun‘n'!wnen%r as we fee in
Duvier ~‘.ﬁ'ourxhly, Idlenefs ; It is the hour

of teyyptation, whena m:u;»is out of Gud’s
bu‘sfefs. Fifthly, Intemperance; - either
diet, or otherwife. Thefetore Chrift

commands vs to pray and warch, and
keep fobriety in ufing all the creatwes.
Sixthly, There is a more fubtile intemper-
ance of paffion. In whatever degree we
give way to wrath, revenge, or covetouf-
nefs, &c. in that degree Saran g iins advan-
tage againft us. Seventhly, When a man
will not believe and fubmit to truths re:
_vealed, though likewife natural truths.
God gave up fome to vile affetions, Rom.
i. 26. becaufe they would not cherifh the
light of nature ; gnuch more may we fear
divine wrath; when we do hot cherith the
: L3 llgh;‘
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Tight of his grace Oh may God fave me
from mine iniquities, let every one pray,
fubdue Satan, and ‘quicken me to every
goodword and work { .

24, Chritt wrought our falvation in-a
ftate of humiliation : in the way te glory,
we amuft be conformable to our head, and
pafs through aftate of abafement. Weare
chofen to a portion of afflitions, as well as
to grace aad glory. God faw it needful,
beciufe we cannot eafily digeft a flourifh-
ing condition. - We are naturally given to.
‘aftect outward excellencies; whesgtrufted
‘with great eftates, %t are-aptof *Yorger
God, and our duty to others. hacmay
we be taught truly and readily, by th} Ho.
ly Ghott, to juftffy God, when we ape NG
atflicted in our perfons, -or frequently ab¥
fed in the world ; as man asec}efuf loves,
he rebukes and chaftens, l{ev. iii. 1g. Oh!
may I be always zedlous and repent.

322. Many of the poor, are exceeding
proud ; byt God fan&ifies outward poverty
to his children, to promote true poverty ot
fpirit. " As they are poor, {o they have a
mean efteem of theinfelves ; it makes thein
inwardly more humble, ami more trattuole
to God’s government. When under any
crofs, let us obferve, whether we join with -
God or a0t . when he a%ﬂs us outward-
ly, whether inwardly we % mare abated ?

‘ when
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have habitual grace ; the vine ¢annot bring -
forth fruit without the frefh influences oi'
htaven, though planted and well rooted in
the beft foil. Unlefs God affifts us, former
ftrength will, not ferve, when new duties
or temptations come. We muft exercife
our faith, love, patience, humility; and’
for this purpofe God hath furnifhed us
with the Spirit of all grace. Oh! let us
ahways remember, when we have any temp-
tation to refift, any luft to fubdue, and any *
duty to perform, to priy unto Chrift for
his Spirit, and to giv?";:. incre®..

325. God, through Chrift, Qe not fo
much look at our infirmities, as yitup-
rightnefs and fincerity ; and whenﬁﬁnt of
temptation, we thould pray, and exatgine
what God hath wrought ‘in us. TM
though infitmities and failings appear,
yet if our hearts be upright, God for
Chrift’s fake will pardon them ; David and
others were accounted upright, yet had
many imperfeQtions, and had fallen into
great fins.

326. Watchfulnefs is an exercife of all
the graces of the Spirit, and thefe are
given to keep our fouls awake. We have
enemies that never fleep ; and our worft
enemy ‘is within, and the worfe, becaufe
fo near.  We live in a world full of temp-
#ations, and wicked men are full ofnr:a*

€:

[ %
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Yce: we a«e p'dfm lhrouﬂh our enemy s,
cnumry, “and’ m:e§ to be ever nglant
Thé devil allo wauhes, to fpoil every good
afhou ;. therefore we'néed to pray always,
and"watch, “thae all ‘Gur ‘graces imay be'in
pe‘rpeiual hvely exer‘cnfe h mnay we con-
fantly ‘Watch with’a fear of jealoufy, take
Eeed of 'a fpitit of drowlinéfs, and Iybour,
alfo to keep ourfelves anfpotted ‘from’ fuch '
a deﬁll;nF wor'ld
riny 'beafked Howﬂ'talf we Know
tﬁe'ﬁ:n fures to’be the word of God ? Do
, W ﬁnt, tﬁe’le is a ‘God, it will follow |
stiat he ffLuit be worﬂnpped and obeyed ;
iud [t ﬂus l‘ervnce maft be dnfcoyercd ;oﬁ
th{ a‘iet it conﬁdcrc wh1; word,’
¥ can be’ J?ﬁ"erent trom tf xi?JBc )
ﬁﬁm even he {u rﬁmop_o the Jews
[h?ﬂb ere oAy 1 ‘:ﬁ cvcr) Teteer) God.
PE l’"“e it f8¢ us; "and the’ e;etlcs, _
ﬁwc he mmve?’ urc’h Enve fo ‘much
obférved it qnot'her Hat there can be no
d'mx ﬁusword'o God. ‘Buatwe muft
‘Enow, that | we muft Have fome-
tB’mg i otir fouls, fuitable to ‘the truths
citainéd in it, before we ‘can"traly and
fivingly Beligve'ic to be the word of God.
As, th.;t We'find its power in workmg up- .
ol 60T Rddrts and affeltions : Did #ot our
bares ivn awithin us, avken be qpema’ tous
the Lrigtures, Like xgiv. 32, Again, its
diviae
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divine operations to warm and to 'pacily
" ¢he foul ; irs power to make a Felix trem-
Yle; and its fearching quality, to divide
between the marrow and the bone. We
do not therefore only believe the ferip-
tures to be the word of God, becaufe any
man, or becaufe the church fuith fo; buc.
principally, becaufe we find it by expe-
vience working the fame effets in us, that
it fpeaks of idelf Oh let us never reft,
«il' when we hear a promife, we find fome-
thing in us by the fandifying Spirit, that
is fuitable to it, and fo afluring gs, that it
js this word alone that can ihferg_us of
the §uod pleafure of God to us, of '
our u,?r towards him, for the falvijon of
ourfouls. - ' ,

‘ 328. There is in God a fatherly ang®,
after converfion ; but this is turned away,
when in fincerity and repeated alts of faith
we humble ourfelves before him. One
fajth well, There is a child of anger, and
a child under anger. God’s children are
not childven of wrath, though fometimes

- mfider his difpleafure; when they do not
carry. themfelves as fons ; when they ven-
ture on fins againft confcience, &c. But
when they humble themfelves, repent and
fly to Godin Chrift for mercy and ftrength;

. they come into favour again, and recover
ghe comfort of fuch a rejation to Ged.

VN « 329
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329. We may know God loves us, when
by his word and Spirit he {peaks friendly
to our fouls, and we by prayer dutifully
feek him again: when we have commu~
nion with them whom God loves ; to them
he difcovers his fecrets, and by them to
us, even fuch fecrets as our fouls never
knew before. He chiefly reveals thefe
fecrets to us, when our hearts are brought
to ari ingenuous confeflion of all our fins;
and we have no comfort but from heaven. .
A father difcovers his tendernefs moft af-
feGtionately to his child when fick, fo God
refervesthebrighreit difcoveries of his love,
efpecially, till fuch times, as we renounce
all Ganal confidence. If we can affure
our forlls of God’s love, let us be at a
poity, asto every thing that happens to
" wrin the world, whether difgrace or death ;
becaufe we may fetch patience and content
from ‘hence, that God’s covenant love will
fupply all our wants, and fave our fouls.
330. After agracious pardon, two things -
remain, infirmities and weakneffes.  Infir-
mities are corruptions ftirred up, which
hinder good, ‘and excite us'to evil; bu¢
yet they are fo far refifted and fubdued, as
not to break forth into a&.  Weaknefs,
this appears when we fuffer any infirmity
to break out into a&t for want of watchs
fulnefs; as, it a man be fubje&t to an an~
L - gy

[N
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mote holg conference, but are great gain-
ers thereby. Many afk queftions, afid are’
wquifitite’ to know : “But' not ‘that the
uﬁgﬁt’;ﬁfa\&iﬁ: “Ttife is 4 proutd defire t6'
tafte of the:tree of kiiowlédge: " But the
defire of well-affefted chiffans; is to know
more, that they thight mére diligenily feek
Chrift; and obey his ¥éick: "W gaitt thich'
often By -difeotirfe with' thoft’ which 'drd
< young: in ‘refligioh.  St! Paul delired b
meet the Romatis {though' they wéie 'hig
converts) thut Hiemighthimfelf be frength
ened and comforted by thefr mutual faith,
Rom.voazgi w0 7 o rnan

'332. When once the Spirit faftens the
wrath of God upon the conicienices of ‘thofe’
he mier.ns to five, thén Yollow thofe afflicy?
. ing affe@tions of ‘grief and fhame'’ ~"Hend®
cotrie a'diflike; 4 hatred of fin,'and 4 Hi-
vorce between the foil'apd its beloved fin.}
There was before a feepter of finn in the
foul ; now God begins' to difpofféfs the'
ftrong man. Then%bllbw ftrong defires to'
be holy, and even defpetition, fo far ‘ag’
that, if God in Clirift be not méciful, the
foul faith, whit can become of me | * As the’
Spirit lets in fome terrors, fo he likewife'

ives-us fome hopes : ‘as, Fhat fball 1 'ts
i faved ? implying & refignation of the will’
to take any coltfe for falvation; then alf the’

. M world,
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world, for even one drop of God’s mercy
in Chrift N . ,

333. Chrift never comes with his com-
forts, but where he is valued and efteemed,
yet he delights not to hide his face from:
_poor penitent finners;, but when we are
through grace made fit, truly ;udﬁg ours
felves unworthy of any favour ; then he
comes and receives us with arms of love..
There is comfort for the worft, if they will
come in and fubmit to God's ordinances ;-
they will be effectual to fubdue our cor-
ruptions, and when once God has taken.
- the heart for his temple, he will bring in-.
to ic all his treafures ; there will be a mu-
tual fellowfhip between Gud and the fouly
when we are once. fubdued by his grace,
and account his favour to be our life.

334. God is fo powerful, an almighvy
agent, that he can overcome all oppofition.-
ﬁ: can eafily, by his grace, overthrow the
carnal principles of reafon which every na-
tural man has predominant- in the fort of
his foul. He prefents to men their con-
dition by nature, and lets in a tafte of . his’
vengeance. When.God in his ordinances
thews greater reafons for goodnefs, than
Satan can for his carnal courfes, then all:
falls down. Thofe that are not fully fub=
dued, yer let them come to the ox:dinanc;sw

oF - -
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for they are yet within God's reach in his
own way.: When the word of God dif-

. covers the bafenefs, vilenefs, apd danger
of fin, the foul ftops ; but let none defpair.
Though thy heart be ftone, yet God can
work powerfully’; every thing is difficult
to infifmity, but it is a divine work to pull
down @ wicked fipner, to.renew the fsul, '
apd prepare it for hedyen

335 However dilifent we may be in our
.calling, yet the ability and the bleffing can -
only come from God.  We pray for daily
bread, and he gives it, though we labour
for it. _ There is a gift of fuccefs, and un-
lefs it be:given us from above, we fhall then
with the' difciples only toil, but ¢atch no-.
thing all4he day. =

'336, Gifts are for grace, and grace for
glory. - Gifts are peculiar to fome men, but
grace is common to aji true chriftians Giftg
-are peculiar to many, and common to fuch
as are not good. Gifts are found with great
finners : but.grace works love and humili-
ty, it abafes and fap&ifies the foul. The
devil has loft little of his acutenefs, but yet
he remains mifchieyous. Many have grga;/
parts, but they may have alfo a devilif
fpirit. Grace comes from fpecial love, and
fhews itfelf in fruits of love to God and
man  Muny had rather be reckoned des
vils than fools ; they defire to be accounted

% 2 ; mer °
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men of ,parss, . herejy, they .glory, wot.in -
Chrift; no, but they reject the riches of .
hig grace. ., . . . . -
337. It is 2 hard matter to find the leaftt
meafure of grace, and the gréateft degree
of formality ; for, as the portrait often ¢x- -
ceeds the perfon, fo doth an hypocrite of-
ten make a greater fhew thap the fruechd- |
ttian. The loweft exgreife.of faving grace
is,in fpiritual defjres ;. and thefg are knowa
19 w,gxting. J£ they proceed.fyom. a wlte
and inward relifk pf divige. things, apd
not merely fiom the. obj & prefsated da. -
the yord. ,We mﬁ:dil{i&ﬁguih between
oggqﬁppahfaﬂ‘?éiqm Alirred up,,;and our -
weal general iawped frame. of fouls, for -
thofe emotions fuddenly raifed,,. do %re- ;
feptly fink agein., . The, watersin she hot .
bath” have a natural conftant. heat, but
common water,, .When it is. heated.tg 3
far_greatey, degree, will foop retugp again |
to.its former coldnef,, and;fo remain, ;-
338. Though certaig' of vigery. pver
our, {piritual enemies, yet we.mudt poptis-
nue the fight With the devoted kings .
of, Canaap Jfrael fought, and all were fub-.
dued and flain. Chnit our king thas fights
for us, fights with us, and will crosvn us
too, when, he, hath given us the final vic-
tory. The time will come; {oon the day .
of triumph come, when we thall f3y ,of
ail

-
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all our enemies, as Mofes faid of the Er
gyptians, Thofe enemies that ae now fee, ave
Jhall fee no more for ever. Be firong there.
Jore in the Lord, and in the power of bis
might, Eph, vi. 10. Even in the blefled
profpect of heavenly peace and triumph-
ant joy, Oh thou militant believer! fre-
%uently call th‘y foul to the work of praife.

h let-ug praife a faithful God, who giv-
, ‘ifzr :‘Js the viftory through Jefus Chrift our

THE END.
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