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| :'ra' the Homonvable Hoz}[é of
> Commons. aﬂéméled in

PARLIAMENT

Bt .H;s Scm&on whlchclpreachcdb
f' Q  your command,andyou haxkncd
SN unco with much acceptance, and

@GR is novy :printed by your Osder, [
naft hunbly prefenvunto your Gracious P
tronage, and Religious pradlice; Ir hath chis .
only invic; thatitisfeafonable; what one once
wit o 1E giding the Abborof: Norsnberg coms
berning Divids wiordsiin Palme1n8: Theyare -
Verba vivenda ponlegenda That may be-affem’'d
of ihe Fexs Lpreached on thd pith and matter
offiit thould bie lived ghdnorHeard ooly « Re-

pemtanice isaliying word 15 dlexander {as Piu- 07:2.1.
tarehreports) demanded of Parus (whom he 4~ frre:

b furpriled) -whae hisithoughies wete -of
him,hg anfwefed, kchinke ok Alexander, Re:

41 7&@7 altter,



The Epiftle o

Melchior
eAdam: in
vita Luther:

p.157.158.

Zaliter, and thats enough faid hee, for in that
werd all other things are contained sthe fame
I'may fay, ifany man demagnds what eyt fin-
full and diftra@ted Kingdome thould dos 2 I
anfvver, Repent and in chat word(if lived and

done) all our fafeties and hopes are centained. -

There were 3. things (moft Hopourable
Sirs! ) which Luther did feare would prove
to bee the Ruine of Religion. 1. Oblivion,
2 Security. 3-€arnall policy : The good God
overthrow thefe inour Land, léaﬁw’»;an‘él

be overthrowne by thefe : Though Minifters

difcoverall forts of fins, and though a Parlie-
ment difcovers all forts of plots and dangess,
yet-people are fetled on their Lee's, they will
not {ee nor feare, nor humble them{elves nor
trne to the Lord atall; 0 prg, (faid a dying
man jn the beginning of the German reformas
tion) that God would preferve the Gofpell
(péntifex enim Ramanss | ¢ Congilism Trident.
‘miramoiantur) For the Pope and Conncell of
Trent are batching of firange things ;- Mini-
flers fay as much and more to people, pray,be
humbled,reform ; For you fee what the blou-
die Papifts have donein Zreland;and youhears

 what eyaneploningagsjnilﬁglaud,wida
. S ‘ tus
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" Dedicatary.

@mke;%adwapcg but mass wilb o hearken,

and obey- TThey whio will net eafily feetheir
fins)wilf ashardly beleeve creir dangers : Fy.
87, fuige Brenti X cito, Litiias, ciriffionc {0 friendly’

did a Senaterr oF Fhidis advife Brentius_haftha-
fien, mikeallthe haft you can your life is loft:
clle *Fe embraced theadvife & preferved his
. lifeby it; Othat Godsadvifes (fo frequent fo-

carneft, fo and morefafe) to humbling and
reforming ‘mi&ht once bee regarded and fol-
lowed : we'

- remaine impenitent. . .. .

"~ As for your felves, Honourable Sirs! wee-

Aasalreadydone by you,and for your further

intentions of moft excellent ‘good to our:

Church and Kingdem ; Ripen thefe intenti-- ,
- ons (wee pray you).inte Actions, That our

Churchrmay be glorious; and our State fafe ..

and both flourifhing and ftable: good actions
are excellent though evillmen oppofe them,

nor fhal they be therfore, the lefle fucceeful::

remember that Chrift-hath conquerd all the

- world, and a world conquerd by Chrift fhall X

nevetbe able to conquer truth.
] have one requeftwhich I earneftly pre-

ferit

alf never bé fafe if wee ever . .

have all. caufe to blefle God for the worthy |
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The Epistle, ¢oc.

ly Oratour.

- fent toyour felves and the Houle of Lords, It

is .onely this, Haften (what youcan ) Eng-

lands Reformasion, and Irelands prefervation :

In thefe the good and Almighty God unite,

firengthen, protect, and profper you All, To

whole everlafting armes, you and all yourpi-
ousendeavours are commended by your dai-,

Obadiab Sedgwicke.

. .Die édmarij 25, May ;612.' L

T isthis day Ordered by the Commonsnoﬁi Al

| fembled in Parliament that Mafter Harri, and Mr.

:Obadiah Sedgwicke(who this day,being the day ofthe
- -publike Faft, at the intreaty of the aid Commonsz -

preached at Saint UMargares Weftminfler;) fhall have
thankes ‘returned them, for the great and worthy
paines they have taken, and thatthey bee defired to
print their Sermovs, and that no man prefumeto

~ print them, but fuch asthey fhall appoiat, tillthe
Houfe fhall take further Order. ) RS

H. Elfjag Cler. Parl. D.Com..

1 appoint Samuell Gellsbrand to print my Sermons

 obadiah Sedgwick.

- %
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'A Sermon Preached at thc
latc Faft to the Commons Houfc
) " OF

PARLIAMENT

Jnxnu.4 3. Thws ml:tbel.ordntlve of
~+ Juddh and Jerufalem, breake wup your ftllu
gmmd and fw ot mng Thernes.

-

= Here isa lcarned writer who

fpeakes of foure dayes. for Bmmt

a finner, ¢

' Thefirftis Dies Fatmt, . Dayes ia3

A dayof loartifomencfle , Gdencto

and this is the time when man.
aial the finner lies rotting in the

ST SON|] grave of fin. 2, Thefecond

— 8. Dies Timoris, aday of an-

gu\{h and this s the time wh;n Confctcncebcgms




A Sermon preached as the lase Faft,

i,',', .

to bée awakéned with the fight aad fenfe of finnes
3. The thirdis Dies Dolerés,aday of moumin?, and
this is the time when the heart begins to meltinto
Teares for finning; The fourth is Dies Laberis,a day
of Combat, and this is the time whenthe penitent
and converted foule fets it felfeagainft the temptati-
ons of fin. .
The firft of thefe is the worft of our dayes, and yet
too common (the dead in ¢his fenfe are more chan
the living.) The fecond of thefe isabitter and turs
bilent day, and yet it may prove happic and cheere.
full (there being more hope of a fore Conlfcience:
thettof 4 feaféd Confciénct) Thetwolaft ave (like
precious Jewels) very %gwd, but very Rare : It is
an cafic thing to finde finners, but itis not an eafie
thing te finde mournipg finnérs, - and. penjtent fin-
HCI'S.
.. So blinde istheminde of man, {o perverfeisthe
willof a finner, fo prevalent is the love of finne, fo
defperate. is the refolution of an hardned heart, chat:
neither the Golden Scepeet, aorthe Iron Rod, nei-
ther the fweeteft mercies, northe tharpeft miferies.
will eafily prevaile with finning man,to become a pe~
mitent man; But though God be leaving,though mer-
cies be [ettin gn.pg wrath be approaching though:
life be fhort, ouﬁe hell be fearefull,yet it 16 athou.
. fandte one, butthe finner remaines (underallthefe):
. cenftantly wicked, or onely deceitfully good.
- A cleare inftance whereof, you have inthe Zewes.
in this Chapter, who notwithftanding they had al-

moft Tmnec! ned away their God, their Country, their
. Tives, tgchbclpc,g», their hopes ; And notwithftand-
ing all their warnings by variety of Prophets, ‘:‘fg

el ‘-'__




T beforethe Commans Bouf of Parliament.
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their threatnings in variety of Judgments, though

there was but a ftep twixt them and death, only one

. mercy twixt them & utter deftrution by theenemy, -

yet cither they totally neglected the worke, or would

nat bee p«g«k
pentance. ,

. The Lord faw this dangerousobftinacy and pit-
tiesit, and firives with them to fave their foules, that
they might (by thismeanes) favetheir Countrey.,
"The way hefpreads before them isexprefled,

Partly in verfe 1. [If thowwil Returne, 0 Ifracl !
Jaith she Lard, Retwrnesuso me, and if thou wils pus 4-
way thine abominasions ows of my fight, then thew [balt
Mot Remove:] ¢, d. leave thy finaes and fave all.
Thou haft made many avertures aad femblances
thereof by Faftings, by confeflings, by prayings.
.Adde now one thing more, Repent in good earneft.
“This will bee life to your folemnities and fafetic ta
Yyour Nation. . ro :
~ Partly in Ver. 3..[ Breakup your fallow ground and
fow mot among thornes.] 4.4. If you do not Repent,you
are updone, 1f youdecrepent,but notchroughly, you
wil beundonetnas hypocrific ingood dutics,as well
as profanencfleinbad wayes may ruinea perfonand

" " Nation; A manmay as {urely be drowned ina thip
. thathathaleake, 3s whenhehathno ihi,l:' atall.

"~ Therefore pretend Repentance no longer, but
a@it, and when you-doe adt it, a& itncxflightly

but exa&ly ; become good,and do good to purpofe: -
If you regard and follow this Counfell, Then (asin -

wver. 1.) you fhall not remove ; but if youwillaot
nhéarkenuntoit,then (asinver. g.) My fury jbal;x;;)
S 2

\

‘all their fufferiags by varicty of punifhments,and al —

d throughly to a& the duty of Re-



j 4 \A Sermon Preached asthe lasc Faff,

forsh like fire, and burne thatnone can quench it, be-
“caufe of the evillof your doings: o
The words of -my Text containeinthem the prin-
cipall works of this day, whicharetwo, -
. 1. A ferious humiliation, unto which the Zewes are
~ exhorted in thefe words [ Breskup yosr Fallow grousd’)
2. A dextrous Reformation, delivered unto them
by way of caution [ And [ow not among thornes. ]
There muft bee not a little rafing, but a breaking,
por a micere breaking, but a breaking up, and when
- that is done, there muft bee afowing too, -buteve
fowing muft not fervethe turne, It moft beefucha
fowing, as may come to fomething, Itmuftnotbea

*

fowingamong thornes. - - R
The field which [ amat thistime to worke upon
and goc over (youfee) isvery large, thereismuch
more grouad in it then I can convenicently breake up
and fow,I {hall though ( by that Gods affiftance wheo
only isthe Maker and breaker of hearts ) fet upon the
whele worke, and Hee (in tender merey) fo accom-
pariy, and water and profper His truths this day, that
all our Fallow grounds may bee brokenup, and then
fo gracioufly fowne in righteoufefle, that weeand | .
- alltheland may fhonly Reapein mercy ! =~ .+ -
1 Bc:giin with the firft part [ Breake sp your Fallow
& That thefe words aretobe underftood; not lite- -
rally but metaphorically,I make ao queftion,that any
‘who heares me,doth quefltion : Interpreters (though)
oAdverfus 90 vary fomething in their conjeQures. Tersullian by
Indees. ¢, 3, fallow ground underflands the old Law, which hee
faith' is tobe brokenup by the new Law (he meanes
-the Gofpel,)an expofition much impertinent,andtoo
ide, o o " €affie

w

_ ) | ‘! - ..
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___beforeshe Commons Houfé of Parliaméns. 5 64
Cafiianws vnderfiands by it, the Heathensand Pa- -
gans, and other fecular perfons, nor is this conjects
wreapttothe Texe, =~ = ! ’ ) [(

Cyprian drawes nearer to the fenfe, who by fallow
ground;underftands ( Mores popali ) the copverfations
of the. Iewes 5, and Cyril Of Aletandrit whoby itun.
derftands, - (Animum [jlvefcenters) at heart likethe
wildérnefle, wilde and deftitute of all pious culeure,
and Chryfsftome yet moré exaély’ by fallow greund
underftands (cordis profundums) the very Core and
depths of afinfull heart, U
- "So'then (to ftop all quotations) the fallow ground TheFallow
is nothing elfe but che finfull eftate of a perfon o roundisthe
Natjon; Anditis very aptly fo defcribed by reafon S
of that confimilitude whichthe one hath with the
other, For;. S _'
Firft, Fallow groundisa barren piece of earth : 2
. Tohn and Bobu asat the firft, voyd of all excellency b |
and beauty: There isnot one graine of ‘good feed 5 mos
in ir, nor any one delightfull lower; fuch ade. o= - -
fartismans finfull heart : Itisavery (Imamed Nibi- = . ¢
tum) vanity and vanity, no divine excellency is to be
found there ; Not any one effe&, nor any one feed of-
spirituallincl'ination : For this, Tt may anfwerasthe gop 18, 14..
‘depthdid for wifedome, It és wot inme.
Secondly, Fallow ground is (ufually) an indi-
gefted Thicket, lumbred all overwith weedes, and
Briars, and Thornes, and Thiftles, (that origiralt
curfe which-befcll the Earth for mans tranfgreffi.
on:) And fuch a picce alfo is mans finfull heare
Though it bee but 2 barren Wildernefe for any .10 <1
, - good, yet it is an ample Oceanfor all that is evill -
. and hurtfull: - “The upper® part of ‘his field hath in
4 : . . B3 B -
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The break- .
ing up:what

" * of theground, and then rents and teares t, andturns

" jt an abundance of thornes (unprofitable thwgrts; ‘
‘hurefull cares, woundibg errorss) and thelower part.

-of his fcld is as full of ftinking weedes (vilc affedti-
.ons as the Apoftle calls them:) the beft fruits of him
are but as a briar to fcratch himfelfe, andtocatch
and intangle others withfin. - : .

. Laftly,Fallow ground is an hardned part of earth,
extreamly compacted by the influencesof the fun
and windes, and by its owne native inclination ; fo
thae it is notan cafie thing to fever it, and difpofe it

for a better ufe : ‘juft fo is a naturall, or fiofull heart;
v -+ Itis fetroden,and feared & obdurated,partly by the
- frequent repetition of finful acts,and partly by the in-
- ten 1011‘4.)(?::c

full delights,that it isnot only defe@ive
of agpod,but alfo verya&ive againtt it,unyeclding, re-
lifting, and fighting againft all heavenly counfels and
motions. The manis evill, and willbe fo, heis noe
good,nor will he be fo, unlefle God by aninfuperable
vertue of his own fpirit makes himtebefo.

We have found what the fallow ground is, let us
in the nextplaceinquires what thcgtcaldng- of itup
is¢ Thenthe Fallow ground is brokenup, whenthe
Husbandman comeswith his Plow, and entersthat

plowintoit, decpely entersit, even into the Bowels

it upfide downe: Not in one Fursow, butin every
Furrow, oace, twice, perhaps thrice if need fore-

quires.

~Even fo the finfull heart is hrokenup whenthe

" Almighty and gracious God (whom Chrift calls t4e

Yohn 35.1.

Husbandman) comes with his Word and Spirit,and
(dlta woceas St, Awitimw fpeaks, orvirtate magnifica
as Berdpeaks)enters into the heartof foule of a ﬁqn;s
' v ) y

/
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by irrcfiftable convincings,and by eflicacious humb.

- lings (wchareas reatings and teasings to the ground)
and by reoting up the domimionand bove of all fins,
. The Scriptures fometimes calkthis.worke,a.touch.
ing, fometimes apricking, fometinxs:a troubling,
fometimes 2 wounding, fometimes a bruifing, fore-
times & breaking, fometimes arenting, fometimesa
hl:ilgtg.,and fometimes an humbling andmeling of
the heare. ‘ t ' ]

from the Iower asa meanes te prevent their utter dee

IR e

Als2.37.

18am, 1. 5.

Pfal, 34.18.
Prov.18.14.
12.43.3.
Yoel 2, 13.

e i

S

T 2 King.32.19.
- And this is it whick God calls for inthe Text . - - .-

 firution. by the fword of the Caldams; whencethe
’ his,, : n(WﬁCh memlﬂmiﬂﬁ&m,-‘
ia thas,, e _ B Y o

. Th thebreshing up of opull baarts, Is s frguler

Dt 1;

mcanes to prevems e breaking dmwwe of 4 fimfull

Natiom.

J~g=Hereare three things unto which I fhall fpeake

"~ ] fortheexplicationof this affertion, Namely
1. What the right breaking of 2 finfull heartis,

which i fo availeableto prevent the breaking downe-

of afinfull Nation ?

meanes.
3. The Reafons whyitisfo >

2..Some demonftrations thatit is.a preventing:

~ For the firft quare, what the right breakmgup of a Quep. 1.

afinfull heartis # Be pleafedtoknow that there isa

twofold Breaking of a finners heart. -

1. One is fpecious only and formall ( fuperficis se-

wwi as Saint Berward fpeakes) as Ardificiall Jaglars

feem to woundchemfelves, but donot ; or asP{layers
.- . iceme

Sol,
Theheart

broken for-

fin,s. Wayes-:



. 8 .q Seymep P"“b‘d“-‘h l‘“ F%, :

feeme to thruft themfelves through their bodies, but
the fword paflcth only through their clothes: There
+ . isfomething done about finsy but nothing isdone 2-
et painftfingg peccasavadamtur fed now eradicassur as the
. * " {ame Auhor fpeaketh, which he truely calls a Fi&j.
... ; on and vanity; Aswhenmen onely lop the Trees,

- =~ whichthereuponintime grow the fafter and thicker.
7t ! Againft this breaking the Prophet of old much com-

7 plained They in Ifaiah huzg dowae their heads and
Efa.53.5, &} afflitted their (oules for aday, butforallthatt

Hofea 7.14. fill affli&ed their poore bret rcpi Andtheyin Ho,

[es, did howle, but yet they did fill rebell againt the

Malach.2.x3. Lord; And they in Malachy did cry out, and cover

&1 the Altar with T eares, and yet for all their preten-

ded contrition, they did profane the holineffe of their

< 7" God: And th,ough the Pharifees did affume unto

theémfelves a moft mortified garbe of humbling (ef-

pecially intheir dayes of Fafting disfiguring their fa-

ces as Chrift reports of them) yet their hearts were

Maghrs o loofe, as full of pride,and covetoufnefle,and envie,

and oppofition of Chrift,asever. ' . P
-2, Another is ferious and Reall; whichisa&ed
moft in the hidden man, and pierceth like the word,
(Hebr. 4.12.) eventto the dividing of fouleand fpi, .
1it, of -which likewife there are+wo kindes, . one is
ftiled Attrition, and the other is ftyled Contrition by
. . the Schoolemen; the former{by our Cafuifts) is .
o tc)atlcdalc'gall breaking,and the lacter an Evangelicall
i . l‘eaki . ‘ . © . ’
ng’l'hey difference them thus, partly, -
. " -1 1 By their objeéts, Penall evillis the obje@on
- which Autrition doth-worke, and finfull evillis the
.. obje& on .which Contrition worketh; the one is
S _ ‘ conver-

/
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beforethe Gommons Houfé of Parliamens. 9
converfade about paffive evill(that isjthe evill which - S\
I

wee fuffer, but theother is converfant about Adtive
- evill (that is) the evill which wee havedone; For

_ finne hath in it two qualities, one,to makeus un-
happic, and this Attrition lookes ats another to
make us anholy, and ac this doth contrition look.

3. By their caufes, legall Artrition isonelythe
pinching of fervile feare and delpaire, foritieeth
nothing but Sea, all thet will ceare and diftra® the

- Confcience; bug Evangelicall contrition is the mel-

- ting and lamenting of filiall Love, and Hope: The
frownes of a Revenging Judge caufeththat ; butthe
fmiles of agracious Father raifeth this; Inthe one
the heartisfhivered by the flathes of Hell, Intheo-
ther the heart is mehed bythe beames of Heavens
A firoke from guile brake Judas’s heart into defpaire,

~ but a looke from Cux1 s v brake Pesers heartin-
toteares. - -~ -

- 3. By theireffe@s, an Attrite heart may (for that
fpace of time whiles the Confcience burnes and
flames with wrath) become negatively penitent, Nes
_preponit peccare, It doth not purpofe o fin; thefenfi-
ble anguifh for former finnings may fufpend delighe-
full imtentions for future finss but the contrite heart

"(out of a contrariety of naturc) becomes pofitiv
holy, propomit nos pecéare, Ttdoth Cordially purpole ..
.ot 10 finany more; All which (if I miftakenot)is
the faroe that Cajesan aimes at, whenhee faich, that
"Attrition produceth - (welleitatems). an imperfe& mo-
dian of the will, but contiition produccth (velaws-
-tem) acompleatand dire® wilt againftfin: ;.
.. Bue this difcopsfe (I fearc) istop fpcculative for
, ehis daygs werke,; givomee jeave x(l:ucvef.omto open
e . . . 4
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10 A Setrmin presched s shelate Fafl,
the mdre of this penitetwiall heart breaking in 2
motepradicall and profitable way : “There are fovs
rall workings which ordinarily concarre te the full
conftruting of this hearvsbreaking woike, whiteof
forie a0e Antecedone, {ome ate foritally ingredicnt;
and{onte areinfeparably confequene. ¢ it
ecede 1. The Antecedent workings aréfuch as prévi-
A oufly Iead the way to the Evarigelicallbreaking ag
breaking.  the Needle dothtothetliséed, and thebreaking by

shyee. the hatnmer dothto the miltiag by the fivé; by way
‘of ordey only andnot by caufality : Thefeate (prin-
cipally ) three. = ' ‘

 1Xmsdigtion . B A Notionall Irradiation: The Lord never

breakes a finners heart before heeharhopéned-afin-
gerseyos : thie day brézkes before the heart breakes:
-Jightbreakesto elevate thefoult, thusTar todilcere

and diiinguith of evill; tillchen, fin is noburdento
the Confcience, nor trouble tothe affe@ions : As no-
bod wraptupin darkeneffe ercites defire, Fomorevill:

{wat'd up i Ignorance firikes dnytrouble or for-
~yow : unknowne things, havenct motive faculty be-
- &aule ‘they are as (on emix) mo thingsatall: ‘And
: fe God evétkeepesthis methed, to make fin

-gppeaie to'be il lird afterwardstohumble and'break.

our heartsforit, * '

zicomitiosy, 3. B
* ~whichthenotion 6f fiti wouldbemotroub®: ‘Jet

! ‘open mytninde thushiroyou: “That drup\i&iﬁ:‘?c

6.
or'fwedring, orwhorcdome, ot murder, -or Sabbath.
gv;c_;'-wfﬁﬁsg sm’h that fuch perfoni who

breaking /! id th

wilév"guiﬁy;of €lierty, (avithout Repeneance) "dl{m
UNlRrs9 e kingdowic vf» G XM Rhis the Whtied knowds
% i o

already,.

rad¥icdlleonviGtion, which isnothing elfe
‘Bur i perforall appliciion ef guilt & wrath Withoit
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alpeady, and yet is not traubled, foras long as lighs
telts in a barc Notion, it is only an addition to his un-
derftanding, Tt is noburdenatall o hisheart: But
when this light flips downe; and chargeth this finne
and this wrath uponthis very perfon,” and thines fo
clearely in this charge, thatthe perfon cangot for his
life deny it, thou ast adrunkard, thou art this fwea-
ser, ¢re. And hereupon inthe name of God arrefts
him withthat wrath which God hath thygatned unto
thac finae and finner, now the finficr begins to confi-
der, and tremble, and breake. Co
When Peser clofed with the Jewes, and convineed
them that they (in particular). cracified Iefus Chrift,
Now their heasts were pricked : and when Nashan
drawes his parable outof thecload, and unclothes
his Mcflageto David, faying, Thes art sbe man, Now
Davids’s heart heginstobreake and takeon 3 Q fec !
the fubtile heatt of man will endure and beareall the
" Hittoricall Notionsof fin (as we canthe names and
natures of difeaes and medicines) without any aki;g
and ficknefle; But when the Lord brings downe fin
from heing 3 notion, to be an obligation, andenters
an a&tionagainf the foule wichin che foule, now (aad
not before) the heart-workings, and heare.breakings
doebegic. | L

3. A Confcienge 3ffli&jon: which in refpe@ of 3. ARifion.

" {lc‘%;c,cs and quantity; is, infpme more, and inothers
e

Py Satﬁ.x:a.
Pfalmesz:

¢: for Gods Spirit is an Arbitrary agentinthe - '

.Graduall effe@s of bondage as well as in thofe gra~
cious effe&s of Adoptions Neverthelefle. though
thedegrees of working be different, yef the worke ic
felfe-is certsing; The heart will never bee rightly

“calls .

‘broken for fin, till Gonfcience (éihi'ch Saint Bernard
B | 2
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A Sermon Preached asshe lase Faff,

"+ The terrible
workings of
confcience.

calls Accufer, Witnefle, Judge, and Tormentor) be:

ginstobe awakened and quickned: And believe it if
Confcience which hath been fo muchiftirred begins
to ftirre, if Confcience which hith beenc fo often
wounded begitis to wound, the fpitit of man will
eftfoone faile and breake within him ; O faith Con.
fcience ! What haft thou done, thus and thusto pro-
voke the Haly and Righteous and Great God.: ‘I
know thefeverall a&ts of thy finnings, and times,and
places, agd-petlons,and circumftances ; and I have
fad newes totell thee, that great God (againft whom
thou haftfo much and foo?tcn finned) hath comman-
ded and depuited me not only co fpeake no peace, buc
atfo' to fpeake His wrath and difpleafarcuntothee,
and in His Name I charge upon thee all thy finsand

- all his juft wrath reveated againft them.

Aud now the proud and ftout heart of a finner
begins to throb and feare and tremble: He thinkes

that everythreatning which he reades, is 4 Cloud of

"Tempefts againtt him, heethinkesthatevery judg-
ment hee heares of another, is a Sword drawne

to cut him off alfo ; Hethinkesthatalithehelland -

torments thercof mentioned inthe Scriptures, will
erc long bee hisportion s whereupon his diftracted
foule cries our, ¢ that I bad neverbeenc ! 6that T

"+ had never finned! & that I mightneverbee tIf I

fhould now dye, good Lord } what willbecome of
mee ? If I fhould yet live, will the Eordeverbee

- mercifoltome # The finswhich I fee are many the

wrath which I'fecle is great, and that which I feare
is infinite : If Tlive, Ifeel am an accurfed creature,

‘and if Idye ( dletme notyetdye !) 1 feare I fhiall
bee for ever (8 my foule breakes -a¢ that endleffe

‘word
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word of mifery, for ever ! ) a damned finner: Buf
yet cries out this finner, Lord ! Lord! Isthereno
mercy, norhopeof any mercy fox mee, amoft vile

finner ¢ : . .
With thefe minde racking-breaking thoughts a-

way haftens this burdcned, bioken fingerunto his R

Clofet, and fhuts the doore, and downe heefalson |

his knees, and with much confufion of thoughts
and feares hee fpreads all his finnings before God,
confefling one, ahd then another, and then with fer-
- vent agonics begges of the Lord (more than for his

~ life) Mercy Lord! mercy, mercy for 2 lof, ‘for an
heinous, for an undone finner ! Canft thou pardon
me ¢ Wiltthou pardonme ¢ O Lord pardon mee !
O Lord bee reconciled untomee ! O that I mighe
hope, any hopes, the leaft hopes,thar thou weuldeft
be mercifull untome ! ’ |

~ And now up rifeth this finner with thefe or the
~ like thoughts, well! I will rcade the Bible, I will

heare fuch 2 Minifter, I will open my condition unto
him, and conferre, and inquire whither thercbee no
balme in Gilead : whither there be amerey- Seate, a
Citie of refuge to entertaine fucha finneras 1am;
and after a whileuponcarefull fearch, hefindes that

et there is hope, that there is animmeafurable fuffi-
Ciencie in the bloud of Chrift,& an Ocean of ful and

free grace in God,and that God (notwithftanding all

his former finnings againft him) is moft willing and

ready toacceptof himinto mercy, if fobee,heebee
willing to forfake his finnes and imbrace 2 Me- .

diator..

'S

C3  aTh

455

S
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Ingredicnts

+ of heart
breaking two
1er.31,19.

ZaC.12.10,11,

Sorrow for
fin the greate
eft forrow in
4. refpeéts.
eAdrsannss
Scotus,
Sote.

! . X : . .
3. The fomall Ingrediems.

T TEreupon followes the fecond principall wark:

ing which formally makes up Evangelicall
Contrition, anditis (1.Puder. 3, Doler,) thame and
griefe: Such kindneffe from the mercy-feate makes
ﬁim now as.Epbraim, confounded and athamed, and
his Theart to breake into moft melting flouds of
tgares, thatever he fhould bee fo monftroufly vile to
-offend fych tender and gracious bowels of mercy,
which Jigs sqw apprehends yerning towards himin
and thrqugh Chrift. Asbcfore, theapprehenfions of
divine ‘wrath did diftca& and fhiver him, fo now the
apprehenfions of divine love doe totally diffolve and
melt him 3 though there were not Heaven hereafter
to Crowne him, yet he muft grieve, and though there
were not Hell hercafter to burne hjm, yet he muft cx-
ceedingly mourn for finging againft fucha God.
This isthat right Evangelicall Contrition which I
prefle forarthistime ! called in Scripture, afoftnefle
of frea®, apda conerite Heart, and 2mourning, and
a bigter mourning, and a great maurning, like that of

Hedadrimmep in the Valley of <Megiddos : which "

Saintdmbrefe calls (Cor ligueféens) an heart melting,
and diffolving, and Saint Hiereme (msagnums plancium)

anexceeding lamencing; and St. Auffin(grave lamen.

t#m) a very heavie griefe.

The Cafuifts and Schoolmen affirme it to bee the
greatelt of all forrows. 1. Inconats, the whole (oyle
fcemes tofend fprings into ic out of every faculty.
2. Inextenfione,ltis a {pring which in this life {more
or lefle) is continually dropping. 3. Is 4ppréci¢tio;;:£

t
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the cheaged foule dorhverjudgethatagoodGod . (),

offended, fhould be the prime caufe of greatedd for- -

- zow,and Laftly, imistenfione, Forlatenfionof def> = . °

plice:'ce inrhe will, there being no other things, with

it felfe thien for finning sgaisik God.” Andtherefore Sor ing;
fomt of the Schoolemen propounding this queftion Sesr, d. 17,

whether there fhould be-more griefe for fin, then for . 2. s 4.

the:psffionof Chrift 2 Refolve it Affirmativelythat

- therg ismote caufe of: gricfe for finning, thor for the

death of Clinift : andtheirreafon isthis, beaulein

_the death of Chrift thete was (. Aligaid placens ) -

Something thar did pleafe God, fo farrcasivwasa
Redemption, but finis (fimplicicer dbfplicens) there is

" mothiog i it whichisnofdcogechér difpleafing v

to God, confiderit formally as fin.
s #ﬁgaa;ﬁqdmwmﬁfgt ‘

R X 7Hich rather thewes and:declares, then makes Hatred of fin
V'V a broken heart, anditis hatred of fin; the Ha confs.
hearc which is righely broken, is not only broken for quentof
fin, hut alfofrom finby an hatred. . 1.+O¥ abomina-, fv-!’“*‘? 1;{';’?'
tion, loaching 'it- as the greatef evills Get'thee hemce ﬁo‘:{m fia-
ofaytheyin, Efs.30.22. And 2. .Ofenmicy and ir- tredef fin,
reconciliation, what huve I to.deeaispwrsre with Mols,

faith Ephrasmwin Hoféa-14.8.0 i *» = 0

l.b A '\,

S B TS N [ R .
* Thus have you heard wine the Sedbiuglpiafshe fil-
lw greund, or finfull heart is, now I ptocce'df(?rj-}fcﬁv '
words).to demonftrate; Ttiar ltds the méanestoipres” Pk s,

R

) mt'tm bmgidOWﬁdvmf-w.ﬁm'Ngﬁanslth%s - ? {;:?
b : ook . el

;“"“imﬂ‘p@ﬂo.J v ool vt o
1 : . 1. By
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Sel. 1. By the fingersof God in Scripture pointing a
4-Mf people tothis worke, that fo they might not finke in-
Bradons of " ine, butbe preferved : Read Exckeed 18.30,31.
tion mnits - Jeel 2,13,14. - o -
eruth, 2. By the plcc}geskwhlch God maketh in feveralf

promaifes,that if a finfull Nation will take this courfe,
he will then fpare them,-and continue them ; Read,
. 49.18.7,8. 2 Chron.7.14. - ,
. 3. By tbe.Rccordsqunﬁangcs of Gods fparin:g
a people, and a revoking of his wrath and judge.
ments when they have fet uponchis Heart-breaking
+ courfe, Read lonah 3.6,7,8,9,10. 2 Chremicjes
34-27. |
4. By theexecutions of deftru@ion becaufe they
would not hearken to thiecourfe, Sce 2 Chry. 36.15,
16,17. : . ' o
. But why fhould the breaking upof finfull hearts
e 3. bee 2 meanesto prevent the breaking downe of 3 fin.
full Nation # The Reafons arethefe, becaufe
. e Firlt, where hearts arerightly broken for finnes,
4. Confirma. there finnes are pardoned : and where fianes are par-
st doned, allbreaking down is unqueftionably preven-
2 Chio. 7,14, ted- In Efuiah, ‘you reade of wafhing and cleanfing
Bfayr.1s. . (they are the fame with this heart-breaking and
1, -+ mourning)and prefeatly youreade of pardon, Thoueh
Jour finnes be as fearles, they fhall bee as white as [now,
¥ dre. and prefently after that,. yourcade, of ering the
: ood of the Land : acomfortable fiuition of them-
| éelm;xaadgf theit Country, and of almecancsand

, Rffe@s of Beloved ! }'wbca»ﬁnnc‘ia»rc'éérdomd fhcb,’:
rdo- 1, Al ,thcirfui ty clamour is filonced ¢ pardoned
fins arc difabled fins,they can bring:ng a&wnagax&(t |
Vo . . 'y

a8y
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Sins unpardoned can raife poffe comitatus, allthe Ar. 5ot
mies ofPGo'din Heaven and Earth againft finers,but b
once pardoned, they are of no
atall. . L
And fecondly, when fins are pardoned, all good
“hatha free paflage; God is reconciled, and mercies-
have their Commiffiontoattend us: Now faiththe
Lord, Iwill hearethe Heavens, andthey fhall heare the wof, 1, 35,143
earth, and the earth fball beare the Corne, and the Wine K
andtheoyle,andthey [hall heaye Iezreel, -
" 2. Againe, If finfull hearts be broken, God hath 5
his end, and thenallquarrelsceafe twixthimanda -
Nation: the Lord doth not threaten deftruion toa
ple for deftrutions fake, but for Humiliations'
fake: Notthat they may bedeftroyed, but that they”
fhould repent, and not be deftroyed. o
-3 Thirdly, Broken hearts are awonderfullde- ™\ "5 ./
light untothe Lord : Thereare fomethingsinwhich’ |- . ..
God hath no delight, He hath no delight in fimnings, gf‘-‘:‘.-i@ 5
nor in punifbments : and there are two hearts in which - #5144
‘God takes much delight, namely, im anwpright beart =~ ...
and in a Contrite beart, The broken heart hee willnotde..
{pife, nay hee willlooke upon that heart toreviveit:* = .
I broken hearts be Gods delight, and the objeés of Pf.‘.‘-’“"- ,
"~ his reviving, then without queftionthey area means- &#+57-1%-
to preventdeftru&ion. : A
4+ Laftly,when heaitsare broken for fins,then Gods
heart (if I may fo phrafeit) is broken with compal-
fions unto finners : Though finners remaine obftinate
yet divine compaflions work ftrongly towards them,
(How fhall 1 givetheenp, Ephraim ¢ how fball 1 deliver
“thee, 0 lxacl 2 &ré. Hofea 11.8.) whatbowels then
S D (think

/
us, debts forgiven(hall névet prejudice nor hareus: g T

orce or ftrength -
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(thinke you) are working in God when finners are
broken and humbled and turning ? If God canfo
hardly finde the way to punih imps=nitent Ephraim,
will he not find the way to{pare an humbling Ephre-
im,Sec ler.31.18. I have furely héard Ephraim lamen-
1ing bim([clfe, &c.aa. My bowels arc tyoubled for him,
1 will furely bavemescy upon bim [aiththe Lord. '
I have done with the explication of the point, I
. .now addrefle my felfe to the Applicationof it.
1. Taallof us. a. Toyou of publike employment.
Is thebreakingup of finfull hearts, the means to
prevent the breaking downe of a finning Nation
UM Then let every ome of ws here, (6 thatthe whole Land -
alfowould) fearch andtryibe temper and frame of ouy
hearts, whither they be broken or unbroken ¢, Belo--
‘ijc‘d ! T befecch you fadly to confider of a few
things.
é. Things 1. That brokennefle of heartisthe workeof this
confiderable, day: This is 2 day of Hymiliation; but what is an:
Scomefic of - humbling day without an hymbled heart? to pre-
pedir, - fent your {elvesbefore the great God,at fuch atime,.
with all yous fines, and yet without heans broken- ‘
far thofe fins, is not only anirreligious incongruity,
~ but alfoanhigh provocation of our God; like Zime |
oo ries aGt when all the Congregationwere weeping before
o thedosre of the Tabernasle, Numb.35.6.. '

Come we notthis day with all forts of guiltupon
our {oules,and with ropes about our nchcs,aipt&—
ing (if the Lord fhould render unto us our deferts)
the fentenceof death,and copfeffe as much, and yet -
darewe toplay the Hypocrites, bavisg hearts under:
all this wteerly unbroken ? o

+ Secondly brokenncfle of heart, is the hope of this

day.

)

. AL T..I
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day: I profefle ferioufly unto you, that were youas
- much in fafting as lehns Difciples, andin prayiag as

‘Chrifts Difciples, could youby Fafting make your
knees to faint, and your flefhtofaile, and relolve
yout bodies into a very Sceleton, if yetyour hearts

werenot broken for your fins, Neither your felves,

nor your endacevolirs, nor our owne Nation, nor the
diftrefled Church of Ireland, nor any other would
bee the better forit : As one of the Fathers faid of
Learning, All learning is fufpc&ted, nay difrefpected
by me, whereinisnot the mention of Chrift, thatI
affirme of all folemne faftings whatfoever, the Lord
xegards them not, if the broken hearebee not found
in them. | ‘

What Zofeph faid to his brethren, unlefle you
bring your brother Besjamin with you, you fhall not
fee my face, or as Ifase faid to his Father, Bebold the
Five and the Wood, bus where is the Lambs for a barst of-

fering # That the Lord faith untous, Faff asoftemas *

905 pleafe, andpray too, unleJe your hearss bue broken for

your finnes, nothing thas you doc [hallfinde favenr with
mes, fll tl;;’ref i:&fta wood and fire, the Lambe, the Sa-
crifice of aComtrite bears (Whichisthat I lookat;and -

for,) i wanting. : .

Gos thee bebinde me [uid Jehutothe ftverall meffen-
gers, whas have you ti doc with peace ? Confefiions, and
prayers ave the mefJengers of our fowles to God,but unlefle
the finful heart be broken,they will never be meffen-

- gers of peace.

If any of youwoitd aﬁgle ina River wc'ml‘d you
throw ina naked line only? would this be to any pur-

. pofe? Sirs! I know well, that if a Faft becrightly

performed, it hath as many promifes of bleffings and
P D2 - mescies
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A

‘mercics (Scc Eféy 58.) Asany religious dury what-

foever: Nay, and Ithinke that you neverread in all -

-the_ Bible, nor yet in experience, of its right perfor-

-mance without fome fudden and remarkeable Teftt=

mony of Gods gracious acceptance and an{wer: But

then breaking of hearts ever accompanied thofe -

prevailing and vi&orious Fafts; as youmay Reade
in Indges, and Sammel, ‘andthe Kings, and Ezra, and
Nehemiah, &c. And for my pare, I fhould not feri-
ple the affecution of any convenient mercy, northe
‘diverfion of any impendent cvill, if once with all
our Faftings, there were alfo a breuking up of our
‘Fajlow grounds: [f Go»p could iathiscommand
our heaits, we might then (in fome fenfe) command
our God: o L
- 3. Fhirdly,Have weenot all of us fufficient caufé
0. breake our finfull hearts 2" Should finnes, fhould'
calamities abroad ; fhould dangers athome breake

hearts 2 all thefe maythenworkeuponus: our fins.

have broken the heartof Curi1 s, and are fuch
as have broken off God from a people, and have
broken many Churches downe: Canyoubeeignos
xant of the profefled Idolatry in this Land ¢ of the
horrid blafphemies ¢ of the over-flowing drunken-
néfle 2 of the Sabbaths profanation? ¢¢. 'Aad if
‘wee. looke atcalamities abroad; why, asZaceb (aid,

- lofephis not, and Simeem is not, {o may we fay; Bobe.

-mia is broken up, ‘and the Palatinaseis brokenup,
and I R E L A N D is breaking up, and yet the
‘hearts of finfull Englind will'not bee broken up:

Nay if wee looke at thie dangers hovering like 2
~Cloud over this Land, " and dropping already in
‘manifold and fundry divifions, in manifold plots,in

‘ L. ma. -
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manifold and feverall contradiQions, andcven rea-
die to breake forth (© L o r » Iet it not breake

- forth) in a bitter inteftine Warre amongft our

1{eives, . where every mans fword fhall bée: againft
his brother, and the Child may kill the Pareot; or
the Parent kill his Child (bowtls theathed inbowe
els,) No man {carcefecure in his owne Family, -our
- firsare bringing this upon us, and yet our hearts will

not breake for thefe finnes ! The Godof 'zl Wif=~
dome anid mercies breake our: hearts, that {o this
judgemeat may not doe that whichall our forreigne
enemies hitherto could not doe; Breakedowne our

r
n

Church and Nation, @ *- R
i 4. - Andif judgementsthould breake it upon‘fin:
hers, before hearts arebroken for fins, good Lord ¥
what, where arethey ? Dadilius relates afad ftory
of Bothna’a woman:-who had but two fonnes, and
whiles the was walkifg with the one tqwards the Ri-
vér,fhe hieard thé other crying out,and haftning back;
fhee found -a knife fticking inhim. which kild-him
quickly, then fhe returnes to her other child thinking
to folace her felfe in an onely child, but he in herab:
* fence was fallen into the river and drowned,both loft

atonce: Ah Sirs ! we have but two children, aSoule-

and’a body ! whatan heavielofle will it bee to lofe:
both thefeat once ¢ Tobeecutoff by anangry enes:
mie and to becaft oft by amighty God ! 'To lofea
life, and at the fametime to Infean éternall life " To
lofe fatety and' falvationatonce ¢ Tistruethat if a
finners-heattbe'broken by grace, there isno queftionr
of mercy; but when an impenirent finners life is bro-

kenby judgment, his hopes are gone, and his break--

D3 5. Fifchly,, -

ing of itforever..
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5. Fifthly, Wee fhall affuredly be broken off, if
we benotbroken up 3 Beloved ! There arctwovile

-maligpitics in anunbroken heart.

Firft, Itis one of the greateft of fpirituall judge.
ments, O faid a Reverend man once, if I muft be pue
to my option, Ihad ratherbe in Hell with afenfible
heart, then live on earth with a reprobate minde s fo
1 fay, anhardned and unbrokenheart (isin fome re.
{pe@) a judgement worfethan Hell, forasmuchas

one of the greateftfins, is farre greater in evill, then

any of thegreateft punifhments. - ,
Secondly, It is the immediate and unavoydable
forerunner of the greateft of temporall judgements,
He thas hardens his bears fhall be deftroyed [uddenly and
shat withous yemedy,Prov.29. 1. Oblerve that place:
There is no lefle then deftru@ion, which is not a par-

* ticularand imperfect dammage, but it is a compleate

ruine, and this deftru@ion is certaine (fhall, not may.
rhaps, bee deftroyed) but when ¢ Suddenly ! I'!

~ but the finner wil fhift it off, & withftand it! No,but

hee fhall bee deftroyed without remedy : His deftru-
&ion fhall not be prevented ; you may reade all this

~ intheold World, and in Pheraoh,and in the Zewes be-

fore the Babylonian Caprivitie, and afierwards in

the Roman divaftation which hath lated thefc 1600

yeares. SRR :
. 6. Butnow where are our broken hearts 2 I know
not whattofay, my heartakes within mee, Othatit

~ could bee broken becaufe hearts are generally unbro-

ken: Sinners are fecure , Confciences are feared,
wickednefle is bold, finnes ate a delight and paftime,
God is ot feene nor feared in his judgements, in

His warnings, in His dealings; Reformationis ab-
. : . N

horred,

4"

A
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horred, Humiliation (moft know not what it meanes,
and if they doc) itis diftafted : Serious thoughts of
our finfull wayes who takes them up ¢ fufficient sime
for felfe-examination who takes it for himfelfe ¢
every man runnes on inhis covrfe, lovesas hee did,
lives as he did;And neverknew a trouble in his foule,
nor a teare in his eye either for his owne, or forthe
finsof others, allhis dayes: And what will the end
of allthisbe ¢ - . o

Q that God would pittie us this day, and-breake
our hearts forus ! though it bee foirkfome and con=
trary to our flefh and bloud : Itisbetter (faid a Fa-
ther) to dye one death, then to live and feareall
deaths: better it is ro fuffer the bear tobee broken,

~ thenta-cxpofe our felves toalk forts of Judiciall & e-.
- ternall breakings: 6 Lord faid dying Falgen. (Dape-
. mitentiams ¢y pofieas emtiom ) make mee a penitent

finner, and thea let me find thee aniadulgent Father :
Neverlookefor great mercies, for long mercies, for

any mercies with unbroken hearts ; wearenotgood,.

we can doenogood, we can expe& no §ood,till our
finfull hearts be broken: O Chriftians

this day toget broken bearts! God can doitfor you,
and will doc it far you, if you will but ufe the meats.

-and feeke unto him: fpare time, and take it to fludy
the Law, to ftudy Confcience, to ftudy the Gofpell,

to ftudy mercies, to ftudy judgements, to ftudy

. Chaift, to ftudy all, that after all, our hearts may bee:
broken for our finnes, thatfo Godmay not breake:

away from us, but continue to be our God, and that
judgements (which. looke fo blacke uponus may be

broken off, 'and plots ( contriv’d againft us) may-

becake afunder, and all fpititnall and carthly mer-

FlCS

¢ perfwaded
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-cies may’breake downe in mercy uponus. |
- And thus much beefpoken with a refpe@ unto e-
very one that heareth mee this day, I have befides all
, this a particular errand from God to you, whoare
Y 2. publike perfons, and have fummond me this day unto ‘
this publike worke, me thinkesthat the Lord fpeakes
to you in fome refpet what once he fpaketo the Pro. -
phet Ieremiah, Chap. 1. Verfe ro. - See, 1have shis
day fet you over the Nasions, and over the Kingdomes 1o
vosteons, and 0 pull downe, and to desroy, and to throw
dowme. : » ' ‘
- And blefled bee the Lord, and bleffed bee your
foules, and blefled be your endeavours, that notwith-
ftanding the iafinite difficulty of the worke, and the
Malignant contrariety you meet: with, yet your
hearts are undaunted and refolved to finith the work,
asHonourable, as ever Parlisment undertooke,and as
profitable. to. Church-and State, as ever Chriftians
enterprifed, your armes fhaltbee made ftrong bythe
blefiag of the everlafting God of Zacsb, let popifli
and malevolent ard ignorant perfons fay or doe what
The work of they can: Give me leave. ‘1. To reprefent unto you
the Paria-  fome publike plots of fallow.ground, which you-
T (blefled be God) have begun tobreake, neverthelcfle:
they nced'yetamore full breakingup.~  * -
- Secondly, to prefent in all humble fidelity-unto
youfome few intimationsand direions. o
1. The publike plots of Fallow ground which’

y need-a further breaking up, are (efpe-
2; &ﬁ%ﬁn cially ) foure, . :
up. - 3. The firft lies dire@tly inthe valley of Hisnoms :

and it isIdolaery ; dpiece of ground which lies too:
much in every Shite of this Land, what County is-
. k there
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there where much Popery isnot? Sirs ! you anuft
breake this ground up, or it will breake our Land up:
There is not fucha God-poveking fiane¢, 2 God-re-
moving fin, a Church-diffolving finne, a kingdome-.
breaking finas Idolatry, thefoule of God abhorres
it: down with it, down withit eventotheground.

a. The fecond lies neare to Beth-Aven, and itis’

_* {fuperftition: which is but a bawdte groffe Idola-

ery: As rifein practife (even now) notwithftanding

all that you have faid and done, asif a Parliament -

had never apened a mouth againft it = If a ducand
carefull inquiry bec made, I queftionnotbutyou

fhall find intoo many Churches and publike places,

as many Altars, andas many Crucifixes hanging o-
wer them, and as many Taperson the Alars, and as
much bowing towards the Eaft,and Altar, almoft
asmany,and as much,as when you began this Parlia-
ment. '

3. Thethird lies juft upon thecoafts of Egypt,that
Land of darkneffe; And it is jgnorance,a very large
circuitof ground thisis ; many,many places of this
land thicre are-which lie Fallow tothis day,never any
husbandman, nor Plow haveentredinto breake up
thofegrounds: A moftlamentable thing, that fince

" Iefu Chriff came into the worldand fince the Gof-

pell is come into this Land, after feverall {cores of
yearcs, yer how man Parifhes in'Wales, andinthe
North, and in other Counties which fcarfely have

~enjoyed this much mercy asto heare one folid foule

wotking Sermon concerning ‘Chrift and falvation

by him; O ‘Sits?! let your heares bleed in pitty to
thefe poore fouless Tiberties (1 confefle)arepreci-

ous and foare our-cftates, and {o are bodicsandlives,
& . Othen
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werea Net,and 4 Snare, Hofea §.1. And thisis ani

~ & then what are foules 2. whatare precious foules

which did coft the moft precious bloud of the Zord
Iefus Chrift ? : .
The fourth ill plot of ground lies on Mizpah, or
if you pleafc on Mount Taber, for there the 'Pricaﬂs
le
and an evill miniftry : Sirs! miftake menot,fpeake
not of our Minifters indefinitely, I knowthat wee
have as godly, aslearned, as painefull, as profitable
Minifters as any in all the Chriftian world, but?
fpcake onely of fuch whole fpeciall gifts eonfift in
one of the cfwo things, cither quietly to read out
of a bookeand difereetly to gather up their Tythes ¢

- or malevolently to difcountenance all godlineffe, and.
taile agaipk the Partiament, ~ ~ 0 0

Al worthy Sirs ! It wonld amaze any ingenuops
man to travailé fucha Country as England and paf-
fing through many Parifhes, this (afterall) is his Di-
ursall, tho Patron is Popifh, the Minifter is aa Idle
Dunce, or ¢lfe a drinkard, or elfe 2 fwearer, or elfea
fcoffer, preaching all holineffe out of his pulpit out-
of his Church, out of his family, out of his Parifh, -
and his peopleare like urito hiim, and fove to have it
fo: And.thus what betweene the Idlé Minifterand
the evill Minifter, the poare people never cometo-
knowledge, or (without which knowledge pever
comes;to anything) they never come tothe ove and
pr:é}c‘:?& of any faving' good :' Thefe arcthe princi.

pell fallow grounds inthis Land, whichaeedyeur

care and paines..
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‘ 2. Now _foﬂ)ﬁ the Ihti:}:aiihs and Jireﬁ‘im: |
which 1 hwmbly prefent wnto you.

2. ]DBreake them-up: If ever you will quit your
. I Jowne foukes, and the truft repofed in you, and
the whole land of Judgments {piritual and corporall,
If ever you defire to fgainc ground in your publike
intentions: for good,- for the Lords {ake breakeup
thefeFallowgrounds.: -~ . . :

3. Butthen inthe next place, goevery decpe with
your Plow, or clfe you will never breake up thefe
grounds : the deeper the better; Asallgoodis moft
fireagthened,{oallevill is moftcruthed iniits caufes s

"Take heed of fhadow-worke,and furface- plowing: |

.
(>

Godseyes areupon you, and fo are thecyesof ju
‘cibus men, which candiﬁi uifhtwixt {craping and

4. Dire&tions
abeutthe.
breaking up
of ill grounds

breaking, ‘our mifery will bebut finely laid afleepea

- whilcif your plowgoesnotdecpe. - .

 Derhialintlecringing move you?d then,let grofle-

Idolatry beate and burne your foules | Doth bold-

ncfle t'na}ueﬂiomd Minifter difpleafeyou ? dthen

Yev hisgrofie wickednefle ftirre you utrerly to disbura

- den poore peoples foules of hitn ¢ 0 let-{ad com-
plaiats have quicke and full redrefles !

- . 3- And goc over the Fallew grounds whichyou

Irave broken, goe them over againes: Yed, and a-
gaine: Fallow Egomds muftBe ofter broken up wit
-the Plow. . Even theaionsof the moft judicious
receavemore ripencflc by review: by oftendoing
Wee grow into abettdr acquaimdnce with what is te
‘bedanes oucfirlt doliws are rather triallsand entere

befides

- philks, the lecoid doings ever bgvemebga wotke: |
Ve Phs ) 2
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befides that, our affeions alfo are oftimes too
quicke. for our exes, the defires of doing fome good -
may outrunne the due fearch of muchevill: Adde
* yet further, That ingrained difeafes are nor cafily:
 firred, much lefle deftroyed by ene potion; * e
- vills long i gathering, and much baked into and
fetled in a State or Church, are not fo fuddenly
cured as vulgar people intheir hafte imagine: fhai]
1 fpeake one thing mores There isas much Art al-
moft: as finne, as much guilt,. 25 Guiltinefle: The
Eawes are ingenuous, but offendors are fraudu-
Ient and fubtile: Sirs! you deale with bold offens
~ ders, and with cunping offenders too, which (if
you looke not the better to jt) will quite delude -
and fruftrate all your Beligious and ‘pious in-
. ‘. tentions. | . ~ :
| Stuall I tell you what I know, and what the
Counttey fighes.and-theds Tearesa,, that notwith-
ftanding your Religious pittie to-theirfoules, yet
their foules ateas muchabufed asever: Theyhave
complained of fome ill Minifters, . you hearken uato
them; butinthemeane ,timc,._the..Miniﬁerexchang‘;
cth his living with another (‘perhaps)-a far of, un-
- knowne to the people, againft whom there canbee
( for the prefent) No legall- exception;: and thus
- they. perifh ftill forwant of bread:: -
"Fherefore, Wiorthy Sirs ! Oue with your plow
againe, you- are by all thefe after-workes much
mor:c direéted how: to mannage and carry.on your
WOrke. o ’ .
- - 4. Lafily, Bee as-earneft and a@ive as poffibly.
4 you can to fead Labourersinto the Field; Fmeane,!
to plaat all the Laod ‘with- an heart-breaking ziniq

) ]
. . ) .

N :—. . .
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done: Pluralitics are Voted downe, butwhat good

~ will that bee,wheti all comes buc to this, before .

" that Order,onebad manhad two g:od livings, and:
thenctoo good:

forthem both: I will fay no more unto you; but be -

now two bad.menhavecach.of ¢

ferious and couragious in this worke in fetling of 2
good Miniftery, with which joyne alfo ananfwe-
rable Magiftracie: This todee, is your duty, this
is your honour, this will bee our fafety and hap-
pincfle, This will bee Your great rewardin Hea-
yen. '
Goe on thusinthisbreaking-worke, and ‘prof-

¢r: There is no man ever did any thing for God |

~ and Ioft by it, ortohis Church, but gained'by itz ~- - -~

3t you will goe on wich an humble and unwearied

=eale, it fhall fhortly be faid of this Parliament, Thefe'

svereScotlands Vispire,Irelands gward and revenge,Eng-

- dands preferoasion, The Churcises fifesy, and religions

- ghny

" And foTpaffe fromthe Plow totheféed, fiom
the plowingup of Fallow-grounds, tothefowing .
of them being braken up, expreffed with its caytion :

jathe Text.
) - wAnd [ow nos among shernes; &c.

"By Seondi
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Second Part. -
.. And fow nes among Thernes :
/ Hat abreaking up of theground muft goebe.
I fore afowing,and thea that a fowing muft fol.
Tow: the breaking up, is no queftion with any judici-
- ous man;. For asitwerea vainethingcofow when
.. the ground is not broken up (the feed would but be a
prey) foit wereas foolith whentheground is broken
: upi{;o; to I;?w ( thcl‘fqblc:ur woul(c‘i l;nccivncr prpn{r_el;nzhalr-
. .o Veft) breaking up of the groun gin it felfe on
Soweg muk (opus imperf'l:%m & refpeidivum) a workefor ano{
 breaking up. ther worke; Andindeed asthe Hifforian {pake of the
Empcror that herather wanted-vice then was vercue
.ous, fo it may befaid of a perfonand Nation if theix
Fallow grounds be broken up, and yet be not fowen,
they are racher not wicked, thengood, For Nega.
tives (alone) makeno eftate to be graciguss It muft be
fome pofitivequality which gives perfe@ionandde-
_nomingtion; They fay well in Philofophy, that
whiles the motion s paffing from the Terminus 4 qué
- Risbut in Fiers, and till ¢he termintus ad guems bee at- -
tained, it is not in faFaeffe, the workeisbuton the
way, it is not attheend, nordone: Thefameisa
" Efy 11617; truth in Divinity, for ceffation from evillis not fuf.
: ficient prithout an opration of good; topull downe-
wickednefle is not enough unlefle we alfo fet up god-
linefles Iofiah did pull downe Idols, but thenhe did
- likewife reftore and fetup the true worfhip of Gxd d
| n
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And our Saviour did not opclycarreé thcfalfeﬂo(. ' S
{es wherewith the Pharifecs had corrupted thekaw, Matth,sar; O |/
but alfo ere@ed and eftablithed the true fenfe and ge. 223835 &c.
nuioe Interpretation of it: Ichstathisday liesunder
- thetongue and cenfure of Hypoctific, notwithftand-
ing all his zcale againtt Baal and the Pricfls, becaufe , yings ro,.
after all this,He tooke no care or heed ta walke inthe Law 17,18, 31..
of the Lord God of Ifrae with all his beart, Itis(Lthink )
a truc maxime, that all ¢rue quarrell with evill, ari-
feth from thelove of go;ff ‘a0d therefore the éC&r
cings and difplacings of the former oughttoendin.
the advancingsand {edings of the lattey; and verily-
irwere amzf:.‘dcﬁgm to undocthe oney2ad yot ot
todoctheother; becaufe,.. .. .

1. Morall gvillsywill not be cured, but by contras
ry qualities: A ftate (like water though for atime.
heated, yerwill flip backeto coldnefle) will warp a.
bout (aftera while) to irs cerruptions, if. carebe not:
taken. for its perfe@ing and prefervationtoo: |

2. Againe, though a Nationbee fomewhat lefle:

milerable, becaufe evillis removed, yet it will not-
bee happy tillgood bee planed ;. you fhiall finde,be- . - . ..
fides this, that the foule of the publike fate willans - -
fwer that of theperfon: To whom as the prefence - -
of (Nocivum) what opprefleth himrisaburden; fo-
the abfence of (Hamefium as they {peake ) whatis
convenient will certainely prove a compluint: Both:
Religionand nature iofirutusinthis: ; Religion puts.
men on for holinefle, as well as pulls men off from-
finfulnefle 5 and natore hath ingrafted init not onely-
(A ) depths of diftafts againft apprehended:
evills, but alfo (Hiatss) vaft defires, for all throughly
" apprehended good: Neither: wﬂzar,-pcccive fatisfa.

&ion:
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ion in the ome withour the other: Yeaordinary

_ policy can difcerne (in a Common-wealth) as great

an aptneile to tumule where conveniencie is with held
as there is to impatience, where mifery is fele : fhall I
adde one thing more# That in all publike changes

- and alteracions, thefe ever gocein the thoughts of the
* vulgar(yeaof 311)Confidentexpectations that fome

other thing muftfucceed in the place of any thing

~ that is removed, (efpecially in matter of Religion

* domesto confider of,

For the fenfe

.of the:words;

‘where corruption is difcérned on all fides)the ordina-
tion and plantation of which, if publike authority
doth not takeinhand, you'fhall finde that ordinary
heades will prefume to doe, -the which what confu-

fionit will make amongft people, and future difficul-

ties-to your fclves, 1leaveto yourReligious wife- -
_ "Sothenitis evident (de jure) thata fowing ought
to follow the breaking up; But yet any kinde of
fowing is not 2 fufficient confequent, the dire@ion is
given -inthe Text witha Caution, fow, but fow nat
among thornes. '
Toterpreters abound intheir opinions concerning
thele thorns : ‘By them Chryfiffomse underftands Idols
(as entangling and piercing as the ftharpeft of Briars
and thornes) @rigen and Hierom, by the thornes un-
derftand covetoufnefle and the cares of the world

-(which likewifc are {cratching and wounding)others

underftand all our finfull corruptions', there are
“[pine incorde, faith Bernard, thornesinour hearts, as -
well as in our ‘Fields: and fomeunderftandby the

~ thorns,mixtures of worfhip crept into the worfhip of

,'God amongft tﬁ; Iewes (as Sanitins and others.)But |

with the favailf'of all thefe(and yet with l'ubniiﬂion%
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1 conje&ure that thefe words (Sew »0¢ among
Thormes) are a proverbiall fpeech, and fuggeft oncly
this unto us, That as the Jewes were to breake
downe what was evill inthemf{elves and the Church
and State, fo they were tofer uponthe doing bf all
good in private and publike, In fuch a manner and
order, as that their pains and eadeavours might not

come to nothing,but might prove eflectuall and fuc.:

ceffefull, be o fome good purpofeindeed,dc. As an
Husbandman whe fowes, will fofow that hee may
reape, and not loofe bis feed and labour, and there-
fore will aot fow among Thornes; For this were
an improper worke, and would prove (in the event)

uterly unprofitable : It isa'thoufand cooneif ever |

his feed comes up (for Thorns have a fealing, with-

drawing, and fruftrating quality) orif it doth come - |

up, yet it willbe loft, it cannot be gathered. thereis
no commingat it with fithe or fickle; Thornes have
an hindering malignity, as'wellas aftifling power:
From this expofition, Iobferve onely this propofi-
tion, Namely. |

 Thas all penitensiall and reforming worke oustbee o

mmls’d and ailed thas it may wot prove & vaime and
fruisleffe

worke, but may come be a fuceclfefull and profi- .

“table work : 1t muftnot be a fowing among Thorns,
bue fuch a fowing which may in theiffue prodace
an harveft: for as good never awhit, asnever the
better. ] ' _

: You read (in Scripture) of many Sowers.
1, The evill mandid [ow Tares ; weehave had (of
late) maoy fuch Sowers, not onely profefled Priefts
and Jeluites, but fome alfo amongft our felves who

S

Foure forts

of fowers,

have
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‘have fowen Popifh, Arminian, Socinian, and fuper-

ftitious Tares..

2. The cunning man, and he fowes divifionsand
diffentions ; There have been(and ftill are  too many
who {ow divifion twixt the King and the Parljament,
twixt Minifters and Minifters, twixt Minifters and

‘people, ewix: p:opleand peopke.

- 3.-Thetoolithman, andhec fowes hee cares not
what (in refpect of the féed ) nor where(in refpeé of
the foyle) nor when (in refpeof the time,) and fo
allisloftand comestonothing. -

4. The wifeman, who inhis fowing loekes tothe
feed that it bee good and cleane ; and to the foyle
that itbee prepared and right; and to the feéafon that
itbee fir, upon’ which (through Gods bleffing) the

fecd fowen takes roote, profpers, and provesan har-

veft: ‘ o :
Of this T now fpeakein‘the propofition; which
‘whither you limit ittoa Repentance, thatis perfa-

- nall, or extend itto a Reformationthatis Nationall -
" holds true in both, and the Text will beare both:

The one and the other mu@ bee fo difperfed, that it

‘may-not prove vainc and loft; but effe@nalland fuc-

ceflefull:

- Sirs! Though penitentiall workes righitly done

are-never without fuccefleand blefling, yet pretenda
ingly penitentiall agénts may {o carry on thefe works
(materially good that they may never prove formal.
ly and eventually good orbeneficiall ; and thercfore

..».....- Yyou read in Scripture, that many prayings,and faft.
- Ings, and folemine meetings,and teares,and other do-

ings have found ne acceptation with God, . nor

-

wrought any fubjeGive alterations in perfons; nor |
S : : ' change

S
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change from mifery to mercy in a Nation; read the
Prophets concerning the Jewes,and that will be tefti~
mony{ufficient. - ‘ :

- In{ixe cafes they prove (in the event) to bee
nothing,but oncly a fowing ameng# thornes. :

- 1. When they are but externall, not a¢ted by any
- inwardprinciples, the cffe@s rather of artand parts
then of the heart and grace : Shels,notkernells,teares
- of the eycs, but not teares of the heart,prayers of the
 lips,” but notof thefoule: Shadowes and pageants
of Repentance, feeming to beefotothe eycof man,
but not heart-workings which onely are interpreted
tobetrue and folid to the eye of God:
. The Swanne inthe Law was white in fethers yet
reputed uncleane and unmeet for facrifice becaufe the
skinne (under them) was black: Religious workings

(yeu know) ftandin Godsaccount accordingto the
- quality of the worke.man; theheartof whomisall
~in all for acceptance or rejeion; God reputesno-

thing done, which the heart doth not: Art may gake
‘manmore than nature 3 but with God, the mor¢ art,
~ the lefleacceptance:. A painted Repentance (which

is onely, externall) will doe our felvesand the Na-~

tion as much good as a paintediword, as a paint~ .
¢d ftaffe, and as: painted Fires That will net cug, -

this will not helpe, the other will not heate, no
more will a meerely externall Repentance -pre-
vent any judgementsor ebtaincany mercies,

2. When they ave but pﬁr_tiall: Apmtingdown ,

~ of fome fianes, and a keeping up of ether finnes,
will bee as vaine, as to cure the Palfey and yette
| ~ Fa2 ncgled
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negle& the plague, or asto mend the pumpe and yct

to ncgle® the leake; I1ehw's. Golden Calves made
an end of him, though hee made an end of Beds
Imagesand Pricfts; And({oin thedoing of good, it
will come to nothing, thongh fome good bee done
and yet the beft good is neglected; The Pharifees
did many aéts of Righteoufneffe, but loft thém,and
themfelves, becaufe they ant:fpofc:d and rejeGed
Chrift who was the chicfeft and only Righteouinefle.

Thegs is (beloved) fuch a naturall comcatenation -

twixt all vices (and fo there is amongft vertues )
That they (ina formall working) ever include anuai-
verfall hatred, or anuniverfall love: No man can
be interpreted good, who is at defiance with any
knowse particular good, nor dozh hee ceafeto bee
wicked, who doth not hate and eppofe every knowne:
evill : particular and exclufive aings in the one

and in the other ferve onely tothe difacceptance of

the workes, and to the greater condemnation of the

- perfons. :

© Read,Ier. 48
1 B

Though Imbecility fhall never bee any preju.
dice to our works, yet fubtiltie and partialitie fhall.
3. When theyarebut eircumftantiall : though

a multitude of lefler evills bee crufhed, if yet the -

greater arc fpared to furvive, This Reformation
will prove like Sands difcretion with the Lamales

kites, who fpared the fatteft and deftroyed the poot-

cft, but heloft the kingdomebyit. - :
Circumftantiall reformations ( fgrant) are more
eafie and quicke, but thofe which are moft deepe,

are ever moft fafe : a Cloath will fteppeupthe

wound as foone (and perliaps fooner) then the

Plailter;;: but the plaifter (which fearcheth to the

quicke).
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~ quicke) heales muchbetter: 1f the Tree bee Rarke

naught (and good forno fervice,) Itisbettterto cut -

it downe to the Roote, then to hire men maany dayes

tocut off the limbes. o -
There atethree great mifchiefes in all circumfian.

tiall and flight aCts. Oneis, The greateft canfes of

wrath are not met with. R

- A fecond is, in a fhort timeall the plathed evills

will (by:a newinfluence from their rootes ) fprow sy

ine.' - - .
‘gaAnd the i‘i:lil'd ;s, "That when thefeevils once fecle
their ftrength and regaine their opportunity, '
will become more evill and mifchievous then c:l:{
Hiftorics and experiences witnofle enough of this
Popery was hot in former Kingstimes, but whenit
got out the bit by the death of Edwardthe Gxth, it

Note.

burft ouc with more burningsand flaming crueltyin

Queen Maries dayes. -
4+ When they areonly Coadlive: I meave fuch
a&ings wato-which there is little or noconcursence
of a judicious and a&ive will, but are ratber the
fparkles- which are forced out by the coliifion of
flints, elicited rather by the impreflions of appea-
ring and wrging evills: like Pharabos Obedicnce
wut_nich was forced out of judgements, aad nothing
elfe. :

‘Marriners ina florme are very pious, but then in-

a Calme tugne as wicked as before: the Iewesin their
Rraites were as pliable as. could bee defired, they
_would part with any thing, anddo any thing for God,,
but when the Sunne arofe, this vaine Cloud and dew

~ were ganeand fcatterd; If 2 Cloud of wigthbes it

~ which putsusonto bcand‘-todo%ooda atew bc‘amfsf

Hofea ¢.4-

o
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: ": - }fa maninhis xclighuspctfo%:ﬁanécsof prayi ‘

of témporalli[afety will finde us flat, andﬁrangcr; |

againc; The Ads of men doe fpring fometimes

from-feare, and fometimes from love, thofe of

feare may bee more firong and ftirting forthe pre-
feat, (like a floud which runmes moreviolently then

a River) -but thofe of love are moftacceptable and
conftant : voluntary acts though fometimes more
flow, yet are ac all times more fucceflefull : Zohm

‘(in the Gofpell) ranne fafter then-Peser, yetbeing
-atthe Sepulcher, Peter went farther theniobw, Iohs
-ookes downe, but Peter goes downe, an Arrow

flies fwifter, and 2 man walkes flower, yet aman
may fooner walke to the marke thenthe Arrow can
hitit; Sirs! No private orpublike work of Refor-
mation will come to good, which is derived oncly
from a feare of evill, and notfrom a love of goed,
when the circumftances of evill are of, the evill heart.
-will thew it felfe evill again. - SRR

" 5. When they arehypocriticall and vaine:glori-
‘ous; done by our felves, and for our felves; Itisa _
ftrange thing to obferve how the {pirits of men are
ballanced and mounted and keepe paralell with the
ends which they propound untothemfelves ! The
‘Artand firength and length of our workings are ever
anoulded in ourowne aimes and refpe@s: Oneman
adts for God, another atts for himfelfe ; the workes
‘of the e are bleft and profper; the attempts'of the
other quickly languifh and areblafled; As vitious
a&s are undet Go » s curfe, {0 vajne-glorious adts
arcoutof hisblefling : Sinceritie, humble finceritie
4s that which- ‘givcslife,' findes acceprance, “and is
<rowned withfuccele. + .~ 1 ... =

an
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and fafting, and humbling of himfelfe, fhould fecke g
not God buthimfelfe, asthe Pharifees did, his vaine "
glory would purchafé onely the applaufe of menand ‘
rejection with Gods- all his workes will bee loft and
come to nothing : Perily you haveyosr reward (aid
Chrift : a poore reward to havebreath forbreath !
And foin publike attemptsif yoi fhould net entire:
ly feeke God, His Glory, His Truth, His Worthip,
but your felves, your worke will never profper, It
will reft onely on-yourowneé paris toaétir, andon
your oWn;&rc?'glh to confummateand perfectit,and -
what blefled iflue canbee expected where weak naan
is lefe-alone to bee the Authorand finifher of great -
aéions? 0 L .
6. Laftly, when they are fickleand inconftint;
begun (perhaps) ‘with fome fervency, butthen laid -
afide by as much tepidity : Anaguifh zeale, hotin -
attempting,but coldineffc@ing ; One daytoactlike -
penitents, and the next day te live likefinners, one
while humbling and praying, and aftera whilecur-
fing and fwearing: Sometimes offering all our fet:
vice and ftrength for C =1 s T and Religion, and See Hofes¢,
fuddenly intent only to enr owne delights and wayes, 4 -
forgetting(like them whoare muchin complements)
all our zeale.and profeffions : What:a vanity will this -
prove ¢ What harveft will infue whén the Husband-
man will one houre fow an handfull of feed, anda

weeke after gorhome and donothing ¢ S

It isoblervedin Nature, that many remiffealls
( which have no propo:iion to effects) and fome
ftrong aéts {oene remitted,. will equally cometo
nothing : If there beto weake a ftrength in the root,
or if all the firength fhootes out at once, litle or

.nol‘ AJ
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feed, Sermons are feed.)

po truic will follow : yet this deceit cleaves much to
mans heart that it wil efther be conftantly bad,or elfe -
inconftantly good: It hath fomedegrees of heateto

in, but waats that prudence of gaticnt endeavour
:ﬁ comming to finifh and perfect: like biminthe

* Gofpelwho began to build,but did not makean end :

Whereupon refults 2 vanity and fucceflelefnefleto
our workes 3 the ripencflc of which is betrayd many
timesmore by our owne remiffenefle, then by others
oppofitions : they ftickeand dye in thebirth, becaufe
wee continuc not in oug ftrength, to helpeand bring
them forth. ;

I fee that the time and your wearied patience call -
upon mee to haften and finith: Give mecleaveto
make fome ufefull application of allthis, and thenl

have dene; theapplication thall beein thisas inthe
former part aword. ’

Firft, Toall of us,andchen, -

Secondly, To you of great employment and pub-
like fervice. '

BAS80000 8952448

1. Tocverymeof w.

% & 7EE fland here (this dag) before the Lord,
v &1 and feeme to doe the worke of afolemne

- Faft-day: We confefle Our finnes, Wee pray, Wee-

humble our felves, and profefle that wee will Re-
nt, and reforme, andobey the_Lord ! Here hath
en much feed fowne (prayers are feed, Teares are

But




béfore the 'Co@nrt;ou Houfe of Parliament,

" Butif all this fowing fhauid bee but a fowing
.amongft thorns 3 if all this {hould be fo managed
by us, that our prayers, that our confeflions, that

.our hearings, that our refolvings fhould come to

‘nothing , and prove nothing : If after once,
‘twice, thrice, many humblings, we yet (hould not

‘be bumbiled 5 ifafter all the changes which befall
_-our times, our hearts yet fhould not be changed;

but fins remaineas ftrong,and judgements remain
-asneare. Ifafter all this, God fhould not be re-

«conciled untous, our tranfgreffions fhouldner

be pardoned , judgements fhould not be with-

drawn, mercies fhould not be fent dewne 5 what

abitter and fad thing would this be foraman to
perifh, though hee prayes, and to bee deflroyed
though he fafts, and a Nation to be madea curfe
andan hiffing , and adefolation, after it hath fee-

" med to meet the Lord by folemne confeffions .
and bumiliations ? To perith in thefhewesofre-

pentance is a bitter perithing.

It was a fad greeting which they found from

Chrift; Lord,(aythey, we have heard thee prea-
<hing in our Synagogues , we have ear and drunk

~ inthy prefence; yet faith Chrift unto them, de-

part from me ye workers of iniquity, verily I know.
younot: Sowhenwe come todic, and then come

to judgement, and fay, Lord, we'have heard thy

‘Word, we have fafted, we have prayed, we have
afllited our bedies and foules ; and yet Chrift
fhad fay, depart, I know you not, yee heard my
‘Word indeed, but ye did not obey my Word 5 ye
confefled your fins, but_G yee never forfook ¥i(x)1m

: $3
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fins, ye gave on towards’a little good, but ye never -
became good, you profefled obedience , but you
niever did care towalk inmy wayes, and therefore
all that you have done fhall never doe you any
good ; wouldnot thisbe a fad and heavy anfirer
to our felfe-deluded foules 2 -

Nay, put the cafe , that now after all our fa-
ftirgs, the 2me judgement (oraworfe) fhould
befall us which befalls our poore Brethren in.
freland, thar the fword fhould treak forth among
us , ardallthe vamercifull and fudden calamitics
‘of warre fhould beleaguer us, that ina moment
the Gofpel fhould bee banithed, our liberties -

. fhould be imbondaged , oureftates (hould beex- |

‘yhaufted , our linds fhould be difpoflefled, our +
houfes fhould beburnt, our coffers thould be fan-
fick’'d, our bodies {tould be tortured, and our
lives fhould be threatned ; Good Lord ! would .
we fay, isall our fafting and humbling come to.
this » we looked for good, and notforevill, wee
ooked for peace, and not for deftru&tion 5, why >
and the Lord might anfwer us, when did you faft
to me, and when didyou pray tome ? Indged
you prayed againft judgements, but you would -

" ‘never leave your fius, which (I told yoa often)
would pull downe judgements : you would have

~had mercies ,'but} could never perfwade you to
repent in good eamneft; youwould truft tovaine
thoughts of your owne, you would never be hum-
bled t0 purpofe, you would fowamong thoroes,

“and feenow whatyegetbyit. -

Q Chriftianthinke ferioufly of thefe thing;é :

o G
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" before-the Commons Honfe of Parliament.

T God hath called to E»glnnd, once; againe, often, |

a longer time, repent indeed , turpe from your

. evill wayes indeed, be upright and holy indeed,

walk with me once at length in truth 5 judgements
have called , warnipgs have called, confciences:
ftilt call, dangers fill call, feares il call, -the,

. Miniftersof God (as the Prophets of old) ftill

call, and cry,and befeech,and weepe 3 turne yet
unto the Lord, wrne not feignedly, burwithall.
your hearts, fow not among thorres; yet Lord?,
whebelicves our reports an%

isreputeda foole, andthe Spirituall man mad,
men will be finfull Rill, theywill (pethaps one of

calls? the Prophet |

+

'
S

WA s Zﬂ»ﬁ/

ten thoufand) beefeemingly penitent 5 and the Ca % _ nd
£ 9 ¢

+iffue (I feare) willbeethis, the deftruttion of the
tranfgrefJors andof the [inners [ball be together, 102i.

1.28. Aad while they be folden together as thornes,

theyfball be devoured as fubble fully dry, Nabuw

.10 .

But Sirs letus yetbe perfwadedto repent, and
to reforme our felves to purpofc; if ever we pur-
pofe to repent, orwould repegt to purpofe, this
isthe time 3 all withinus, all without us, alla-
broad, all at home beg it atour hearts : Othat
God would work all his works in us , that our
felfe-reformiag work may begin, goeon, hold

out, andabound, thit God may bereconciledto

our felves, and this finfull land, .
 2.'Toyou of publiquz employment.

MAny excellent works are fallen into-your
hands, fome of them you have gone ler)ughti
o G 2 ’ Wit

2
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with already, and more (weare-perfwaded) had
received theirfeale, had not the excellency of =
your attempts raifed againftyou the enmity of = -
manifold oppofitions .and  contradi&ions 5 my.
humble and earneft intreaty of you, isonly this,
-" letnot thofe remaining cxcellent works (if it bee
. poffible, fo muchas in you lics). for ever ftick in
the birth 5 let themnot die in meere intentions
- or propofitions, but firive tobring them uate
theirdue and much defired perfe@ions you.have.
begun fomethings, ' ' '
I..Pg)out crr{pnio;s Do&ring;. ' :
2. Againft fuperftitious pra&ices.
3. ﬁ?a}dﬂ Idggtry, and’ fcduc‘;Eg Prjcfls and*
efuits, | :
B yWirhnowriou&dclinquc::{s and'offénders.
~ 5. Againft fcandalous Minifters and Innova-

- tions. . ' o
6. For the fetling ofa-faithfult and laborious
- Miniftry. '

7. For an honourable maintenance and encou-
ragement of it ; (O never let us ftand to the

_ courtefie of the vulgar !) R

. 8 Fortheeafing of tender confeiences. . -

g For the vindicaring of the Lordsday. .

ro. Forthe fetling of all diftraQions,and hopes-
of a Church-Reformation according to the
Word of G od, againft which malice it felfe-
cannot juftly open its mouth. o

7. Farthe fuccouring and relieving of poore -
and difiveffed preland : Haftenall that you -

aan, Jaft it prove too late..
N Now-
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Now God forbid , that fuch works as thefe- -
~ fhould ever fall to the graund, after fo many yeers

mifery, after fo many thoufand prayers, afterfo-

" many gracious overtures which you have made s

let it not be faid of you in thefe works, as hee

" faid of his owne, Faciebam, nonfeci: he was ‘doing.

of them, but they were neverdone. Take up your-
firft thoughts, and engage your hearts and refolu-
tions, and all your endeavours fpeedily and fuc--

ceflefully to carry on (atleaft) this one work.

of all works, a folid Reformation - Beleeve me,
it is the work which will bring a blefling upon.
all your other works : perufe that place well1n
Haggas 2.18. Confider now (faith the Lord) from .

thiés day, even from the day tbat the foundation of the

Lords Templewss laid,confider it, (verf.19.) from
this-day will 1 blefle you. Now whereas Zerubba-.
kel might reply, we would fet to- this work, but

that we are afraid of warlike oppofition 3 Tothis- |

the Lord anfwers, in Verfe 23.and 23. 7 will over-
tkyow the Throne of Kingdomes, ard I will defiroy

the (irength of 1he Kingdomes of the Heathen  and

- 1 will cverthrow the Charrets, and the Horfes, and
the Riders:-Axd I will takethee Zerubbabel my fer- -
vant;and 1 will make thee as 4 Siguet, 4. d, Look: -

you to that work,and I will affuredly look to your:
perfons and fafeties. - ..

- Now.that you»mayﬂc;ffe&uallyic‘my,‘on Qll:_* -

thefe great works ( and efpecially that of Church--

Reformation ) fo that all may be profperous, and:
.inthe event come to fomething ;make nfe of two Tvo

- ONS, ’

propound untoyou.. .
3.

3

A
LS

lire&ions,which I hu‘mtéy

Fnﬁ‘;,

.Dire&tis - o
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. Firft ftrip your felves of all the things which
will weaken your hearts,and make your en--
deavours ftil! flow and fruitlefle ; therefore

Firft put off your finnes, or elfe they.will put -
offvour work : evill men are feldome apt for, or
prove fucceflefull in good atrempts: There is
nothing which intricates our a&tions more than
our finnes, which doe likewifc enfnarle our fouls ;
Enterprifes fet upon, either without God, or a-
gainft God, are like arrowes fhot up aloft, which
never doe good, but many times doe much hure, -
1t is affirmed only of the godly man, That what-
Joever he doth, [baz profyer,Pfal. 1.3, - o

Ecqiid boc in-— Secondly, you muft put off irregular feares: -
’:f,’,’.;,;f ! en you will never be exaély ferviceable to God nor
oaciderepo]un , Religion,if you have any thing to lofe: fboald fuch
ot ihey 4 am s Tflee? faid Nebemiah, Chap. 6. 11. guil-
weere Zuinglins ty perfons who are contriving againft the foun-
his lattwords datians of a Church and State, they may well
feare 5 their confciences may read terrours, and
Titi adefl mimia dangers, dud lofles tothem. Butgcr(bns-royally
. builitas, G3id (ymmoned, and pioufly employed for the right
d.uther:e Stan- . . .
pitin, fetling of a Church and Kingdome, as their at-
1Pe.3.15,  tempts are above all contumely, fo their bearts
pare fecarws {hould be above all fancies and feares : If yee
speclator(um& beg followers of that which is geod, who is bee
Fontr pesiion that will barme you. Theré can never bee any
“non hujusfacio: true danger nor lofle by being good, or by. doing
Ji nos ruemus, 004 in our callings. The King of Polan?, when

t Chri - . Ry . o
wnd /,,-J!fl‘?zk his fervant Zeliflaus loft his hand in his warres,

regnator mundi fent him inftead thereof a2 golden hand ; you

e i fhall never expend your -ftrerigth for God in

edits 1549, .
vaite,
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vaine, bis fervice is good, and reward fure, - - S Ty

Thirdly, you muft put off favours : 2 publike
‘man as hee fhould have nothing to lofe, fo hee didiciquid
- fhould have nothing to get: he fhould be above ﬁ,}:’,,,,,,',‘j};‘i’d o
all price or fale : Truth and publike good fhould a worthy mra.
- only fway and command bim; he hath too im-
potent a fpirit, whofe fervices (like the diali)
muft be fet only by the Susne, who {aith to ad-
vancement and refpe, as Tiberius once anfiwered
Iuftinus ( though vpon a better ground and end)
81 tuvolueris, Egofum ; Situnonvis, egonon [um
‘Tamonly thy clay and wax. Itwasa brave com-
mendation of Luther (though noe intended by
. that Cardinall who fpake it ) That German Beaft .
cares not for gold: And Heary, afterwards Duke 4.0 1535
of Saxony rather advenrured the hopes of the
Dukedome, than that he:would be bound not to
change and reforme a corrupt Religion,
Fourthly, you muft put off prejudices: 1f the
- great work of Church-Reformation feemes to-
- ‘any of you either fordid dnd contemptible, or
hopelefle and impofiible, or needlefle and idle,
or unfeafonable and isconvenient ; you will ei-
ther be formall inattempts, or fubtle to entan-
gle, or profefledly oppolfite to cruth the: work,
and bring it to rothing; But yer Worthies of
-our Ifracl, know, that Reformationis =~
An Honourable work : It is-a work fit for a Horourablzo.
‘God, fit for the greateft: Monarchs on earth jand you, ard-o--
the greateft Reformers in Religionhave attained 'E’Q'::J,ffjifgﬁ
“thereby to the greateft fplendor and glory,as He- ie morcpue.
 =ahish, Iebofophar, Tofish, King Edwardy&c.  Linherore
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A poffible work: Though there be many knots,
- and blocks, and rubs, a.l:!g,alamms ; yet doe you
unanimoufly and ftrenuoufly a&, a& and thework
v isdone; poffunt (faid he) guia poffe videntsr : the N
~ Hiftorians afcribe moft of King Alexanders fuc- |
ecfle to his courage,there was nothing he attemp- .

ted, but hee conceived it might bee done. All
, works for God are bothhonourable and fecible: - .
- As Tertullian, in comparing the Refurre@ionwith ]
- the Creation, faid it was more eafte reficere guam
Jfacere,to make up the body againe, than fimply to O

~ make it to bej that fame holdstrue in this cafe,

- it is more eafie to reforme than to forme a
Church; as thework is eafier to cure a difeafed
body, than to enliven a dead body. I >

. Ancedfull work: A Reformation is needfull .
whena Church is like to be poyfoned with er-

" rours, o5 to be rent with contrarietyof opinions, -
or is fick with manifold corruptions. This is our
condition,and befidesall this, we fec great judge-
ments hanging over us, which have befallen
other Churches : were it not better to reforme

. before judgements, than under them? who can
P tellbur it may be an effeuall meanes to prevent
them? Lo A o
Laftly, it is 2 feafonable work : If you judge it ,
-a fit feafon for our Church to be humbled, afiu- i
redly then it is a fit feafon for it to be refermed : »

- shat which puts us uponthe one, dire@s us alfo ©
to the other; but I pafleon. -

Secondly, If you would carry on this work for
good, then you muft get into your hear::‘,
| 2
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. and cherifh ia your thougkts all thofe thi
which will quicken you to the—pcrfc&ingngz'
fuch a work. '

Firft, you muft labour to pofiefle your bearts
with thofe a&ive, induftrious, and unwearied gra-
.ces of felfe-deniall,of ardent love of God,of en-

flamed zeale for his glory, and of fublime faith,
which wild raife your fpirits above all difkculties
and oppofitions, above all clouds and feas: were

.men thus qualified , they would then count no-

thing too deare, or too much for God, but would
moftcheerefully fpend and be fpent for him, they
would lend all their honours, places, gifts, abili-

“ties, all to che fervice of Chrift,

And fecondly , you suft cherifh quickning
thoughts : 1 will make bold to prepound fome

-unto you,only toadde, at leat, to what you have,

and doe know already.
Firft, minde much the diguity of the work, and
minde little the malignity of theoppofers : when

the Temple was to bee re-built, yoa know what

oppofition Sanbaliat,and Tebiab, and othersmade,
what sccufations,what letters,what attempts,and
devices againfk Zernbbakel and thereft s but they
minded the work of the Temple the more, their
eyes were upon God and his fervice : So when
Luther began the Reformation in Germamy, you
read that the Pope and his Curdinalls, and their
<currs prefently opened their foule mowthes,cryin
ous, that be was (mendax, perfidus, apoffass, tu

.Mﬁﬂﬁﬁhwmb'm:iu@;;a;lm,
e ‘ i ious,

' 'JW Mel A~
rebelliont, quod omuia yue de moliminibus Paps L:,‘Z,‘,;’,’,';,;‘;

fi- 144 1450
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dious, an Apoftate,z trampet'of rebellion and fe-
dition ; and that all which hee chargéd on the
Pope, were but bis owne vaine furmifes and de-
vices : yet-Latber went on with the work; and:
maugre 2l sontradi®ion, prevailed and'profpered =
The like weread in ourowne Chronicles, whes'
King Edward fet upon Reformation, what fcorns,
derifions,appofitions, fides, tumults encountred
.it by the Friars, and the Popith party; yet hiee
kept on thework, and greatly prefpcred in ic: the-
excellency of the werk, and 2 confcioufnefle of
. his duty, and confidence in God, made his Arke
- to fwimupon all thofe raging waters.. .
. Secondly, minde your encouragements more;
Eit ¢ and alt difcouragements leffe : Tole Celum, &
finners, buche ##llus ero, faid Empedocles onees Take away hea-
wver reigns fer ven, and 1 ameo body; alt ferenity comes front
;“:‘,“Ei‘,"ﬁfc w above us, the damps rife from-that which thould
Maashion.  be under our feet. Wortlly Sirs, as the Prophets .
charriots with himwere more than the charriots
of the adverfaries againft him, fo | may fay, there
are more with you (being in Gods work ) than
. ¢an be againft you : In'a'gued work youhave a
Ser ldges  God commanding ( as'once to /ofbus, chap. 1. 9+
5214 Have not I commanded thee 2 be firong andof s goed
~ couragey )-and a2 God proteéting you- { as inthe
fame place, the Lordthy God iswiib thee whither(o-
Read Efay 41, ever thou goeff, ) and 2. God promifing to blefle
#.151% 43, and reward you : ine thinks all this (hould liftup
M7 your hearts, and firengthen them much. 1 have
teada ftory of ane Felsms Pfiugins, who had been
~ emgloyed bythe Emperorbus was mhﬁmn‘%:i
. 1 -
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and injured by the Duke of Ss¥ogy, of which ?, (
complaining , Cefar returned him. chis anfwer,
havea little patience, T'ws caufserit mes caufs
thy cauft and eondition fhall be mine owne ,- and Z""“ u Bt
this was heartning enough ; God faith the fame o 5@ o en.
toyzu ',ﬂgual;c ()l'(l;urthe fat:e ;n;ivem ufe.of ir; 't:;"iv]c!. n?ﬂ«,e
weakneffe (faid he inSophocles) is enough [i aMoas,
if Godwill fight, . ’ R & Luh. Melao-

Thirdly, minde the ftrength which youhave:

yers , more than thewords thatare-againft
yowand evill minded men;the language of wicked
men is but an empty breath,ic may declare malice,
bur doth notaffureus of power, butche language
of prayer is 2 mighty & doingbreath;it ean fhake-
Heaven and Earth 5 the prayerofone’ good man
hath wrought wonders , it hath eonquered God,
and Men, and Devils : wicked advetfaries may fet:
- mento work, but prayer fets 2 Godto work, And
you (Right Honourable)- you have millions of
prayets almoft evéry day fentup to Heaven for
you : Itcannot be, faid Saint Ambrofe to Monica,
thata childe of fomany teares.and prayers fhould:
perith; fo-fay I, t cannot be that fuch Worthies,.
whoare every day compafled about with {o many
prayers, fhould mifcarry; you have the prayers.
ofthree Kingdomes foryou, and [amperfiwaded
alfo;the prayers ofallthe people of God through-
. cutthewholeworld. . . - '

Fourthly, minde the excellency ofthe iflae,.
and not the difficulty of the progrefle : We fay.
in Philofephy that Finis dat amabilitatem & vir~
tutem ; the end makesh the werk amiable, and

gives:




$a A Sormon presched Krbe late Paft, e, -~ 1
gives ftrength to the warkman. This Iabfervey
tgl‘m great §tnd choicesfefvices are more difficule
when they are in agitation, thanwhentheyarein 4
acion , more when we are contriving of them,
than when we are doing-them 5 but though they
bedifficult tobe wrought, yetwhen theyare fini~
fhed they are glorious-and excellent : The Tem-
plewas long in building, but whervit was finifhed,

~there was not the like in all the warld, for icwas ’
filled with the glory of the L ordfrom the Mercy-
Seat. Owhata glory unto our good God, what - -
:abeauty to our Church , whatan honourto eur
Nation, what a fatisfa&ion to all pious hearts,
what a fafety to this Land, what an influence -
“toall the Churches of Chrift will thisRe- -~
- formation prove if it could be once
effeSuallywrought by Godsblefs -~
fing and your fucceflefull -
endegvouts.,
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