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DOCTRINES
OF THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION
EXPLAINED AND DEFENDED.

LXV. What

Quest.

invisible church

special benefits do the

members of the

enjoy by Christ ?

Answ. The members of the

invisible church,

by

Christ, enjoy

union and communion with him in grace and glory.

Quest. LXVI. What

is

that union xvhich the elect have zvith

Christ P

Answ. The union which
work of God's

grace,

the elect have with Christ, is the
whereby they are spiritually and mys-

yet really and inseparably joined to Christ, as theii"
head and husband, which is done in their effectual calling.
tically,

WE

have, in the foregoing part of this work, considered
as made upright at first; but not continuing in
that state, plunged into those depths of sin and misery, which
would have rendered his state altogether desperate, without
the interposition of a Mediator; whose designation to this work,
his fitness for, and faithful discharge thereof, have been particularly considered in several foregoing answers, wherein we
have had an account of his Person as God-man ; his offices of
Prophet, Priest, and King, his t\.ofold estate, to wit, of humiliation and exaltation ; and the benefits which accrue to the
church thereby. This church has also been considered as visible or invisible ; and the former of these, as enjoying many privileges which respect, more especially, the ordinary meant of

man

salvation.

We

are now led to consider the benefits which the members
of the invisible church, to wit, the whole number of the elect,
who have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under
Christ, their head, enjoy by him. And these are contained in
two general heads ; namely, union and communion with him in
Vol.. IIL
B
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BENEFITS WHICH THE INVISIBLE CHURCH ENJOy.

grace and glory ; which comprise in them the blessings of both
worldsj as the result of their relation to, and interest in him»
First, they are united to him, and then made partakers of his
benefits. All grace imparted to us here, is the result thereof;
as the apostle says, Of him are ye in Christ Jesus^ who of God
is made unto us zvisdom^ and righteousness^ and sanctif cation,
and redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. And elsewhere our Saviour says,
Ife that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit, John xv. 5. And the contrary hereunto is inconsistent with the exercise of any grace : Without me ye can do
nothing.

Moreover, that communion which the

saints

have with

Christ in glory, whereby they who are brought to a state of
perfection, participate of those graces and comforts which flow
from their continued union with him ; and the first fruits, or
foretastes of glory, which they have in this world, are also
founded on it. Thus the aposde calls Christ in his people, The
hope of glory, Colos. i. 27. and speaking of his giving eternal
life to them, he considers them as being in his hand, from
whence none shall pluck them out, John x. 28. or separate them
from him. So that they shall enjoy everlasting happiness with
him, inasmuch as they shall be found in him, Phil. iii. 9. which
leads us more particularly to consider.
What this union with Christ is. The scripture often speaks
of Christ's being, or abiding in his people, and they in him ;
and assigns it as an evidence of their interest in the blessings
he has purchased for them and, indeed, it is from hence that
all internal and practical godliness is derived.
This privilege argues infinite condescension in him, and
tends to the highest advancement of those who are the subjects
thereof. Now that we may understand what is intended thereby, let us take heed that we do not include in it any thing that
tends to extenuate it on the one hand ; or to exalt those who
are made partakers of it above the station or condition into
which they are brought thereby, on the other.
It is not sufficient to suppose that this union contains in it
no more than that his people have the same kind of nature with
him, as being made partakers of flesh and blood; he having
himself taken part of the same, Heb. ii. 14. He is indeed allied
to us, as having all the essential perfections of our nature and
this was an instance of infinite condescension in him, and absolutely necessary to our redemption nevertheless, this similitude of nature, abstracted from other considerations, accompanying or flovv'ing from his incarnation, contains in it no other
idea of union, between Christ and his people, than that which
they have with one another; nor is it a privilege peculiar to
believers, since Christ took on him the same human nature that
:

:

:

BENEriTS

WHICH THE INVISIBLE CHURCH

ENJOY.

it

men

have, though with a peculiar design of grace to those
he came to redeem. This I the rather take notice of,
because the Socinians, and others, that speak of this privilege,
inasmuch as it is often mentioned in scripture, appear to have
very low thoughts of it, when they suppose nothing more than
this to be intended thereby.
Again, this union includes in it more than what is contained
in that mutual love that is between Christ and believers, in
that sense in which there is an union of affection between those
who love one another; as it is said, The soul of Jonathan was
knit with the soul of David f and Jonathan loved him as his
own souly 1 Sam. xviii. 1. In which respect believers are united to one another ; or, as the apostle expresses it, their hearts
are knit together in love^ Col. ii. 2. being like minded^ having
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind, Phil. ii. 2. or,
as he adds. Let this mind also be in you, xvhich was also iii
Christ Jesus, ver. 5. I say it includes more than this, which
is rather the fruit and consequence of our union with Christ,
than that wherein it principally consists.
Moreover we must take heed that we do not, in explaining
this union between Christ and believers, include more in it than
what belongs to creatures infinitely below him, to whom thev
therefore we cannot but abhor the blasare said to be united
phemy of those who speak of an essential union of creatures
with God ; or, as though they had hereby something derived
to them in common with Christ the great Mediator.*
But passing by this method of accounting for the union between Christ and believers, there are two senses in which it is
taken in scripture ; one is, that which results from Christ's being their federal head, representative, or surety ; having undertaken to deal with the justice of God in their behalf, so that
what he should do, as standing in this relation to them, should
be placed to their account, as much as though it h^d been done
all

whom

:

•

The first

anzen

,-

that seems to use this unsavoury mode of speaking, is Gregory JV'axthow inconsistent some of those rhetorical -ways of speak-

-who did not consider

ing, he seems fond

of, are -with that doctrine, -which, in other parts of his writimrSf
he maintained. Those words Y.ftaloTroiw, and ^tiTroiuv, -which he sometimes tises to eX'
press t/ie 7iature, or consequence of this union betiveen Christ and believers, are very
disgustful. In one place of his -writings, {Vid.ejusd. 0»*ar. 41.) exhorting Christians
to be like Christ, he says. That because he became like unto us, yni»iJi^it. Qtoi It aiulov,
efiicianiur Dii p)ropter ipsum
and else-where, {in Oral. 35. de Folio.) he says. Hie
liomo Dciis effectus postea quam cum Deo coaliiit ivxyiym/jiau'Toa-HTcy fl«oc cs-ov viuvic
ut
ipse
quoque tantum Deus efficiai* quantum ipse homo, ^nd
oi*&;a)jr6c i)»»)S>i,
come modern -writers have been fond of the same mode of speaking, especially among
those -who, from their mysterious and unintelligible mode of expressing themselves,
have rather exposed than defended the doctrines of the gospel, ff'efind expressions
of the like nature in a book put forth by Luther, -which is supposed to be -written by
Taulems, before the lieformation, culled Theologia Gsrmanica, and some otherSf
since that time, such as Parcelsus, Sivenckfelt, H'eigelius, and those enthusiasts,
tttat have adhered to their uninteUigible and b'.asphemons modes of spetikir.g.
;

.
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BENEFITS WHICH THE iNyiSlBLE CHlTRCH

EN'JOY^

this is what contains in it their
i>y them in their own persons
concern in the covenant of grace, niade with him in their behalf; of which something has been said under a foregoing answer ; * and it is the foundation of their sins being imputed to'
him, and his righteousness to them ; which will be farther considered, v/hen we treat of the doctrine of justification under a
following answer, f
Therefore this union with Christ, which is mentioned in the
answer we are now explaining, is of another nature, and, in
some respects, may be properly styled a vital union^ as all spiritual lif,i is derived from it ; or a conjugal union^ as it is founded in consent, and said to be by faith. Now there are two
things observed concerning it.
1. It is expressed by our being spiritually and mystically
:

joined to Christ it is styled a spiritual imion, in opposition tothose gross and carnal conceptions which persons may entertain concerning things being joined together in a natural way;
and, indeed, whatever respects salvation is of a spiritual na:

ture.
It is moreover called a mystical union, which is the word
most used by those who treat on this subject ; and the reason
is, because the apostle calls it a great 7nysterij^ Eph. v. 32. by
which we are not to understand the union there is between man
and wife, as contained in the similitude by which he had be-

fore illustrated this doctrine, as the Papists pretend, but the
union that there is between Christ and his church. And it is
probably styled a mystery^ because it could never have been
known without divine revelation and as Christ's condescension, expressed herein, can never be sufficiently admired; so
This is such a nearit cannot be fully comprehended by us.
ness to him, and such a display of love in him as passeth knotvledge. However, there are some similitudes used in scripture
to iilusti>ite it. As,
(1.) The union that there is between the vine and the branches^
John XV. 1, 2, 5. whereby life, nourishment, growth and fruit:|:

:

*

See Vol. If. Quest. C-l.page 167f Quest. 70.
k This is the principal, if not the only scripture, from which they pretend to prove
mavria^e to be a sacrament, and they argue thns The Greek church had no other
word to express what was tifterwards called a sacrament by the Latin church, hit
therefore since the- apostle culls marriage, as they suppose, a
;wuc«/><ov, a mistery
mystery, they conclude that it is a sacramcfit ; whieh is a vei^ xueah foundation for
inser'ing it among those sacraments' which they have added to them that Christ had
instituted ; for the sacraments are no where called mysteries in Scripture : and therefore we are not to explain doctrines by words which were not used till tome ages after
the apostles' time ; and if there were any thing in their argument,\'vi. that tliat which
is called a /ny.^tery in scripture, must needs be a sacrament, it does not appear that
the apostle calls marriage a g'reat luvstcry, but the union that there is between
as he expressly rrais in the following words ; I speak conChrist and his church
cerning Christ aiid tbe churc'i.
:

,-

—
BENEFITS WHICH THE INVISIBLE CHURCH ENJOY.
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conveyed to them : in like manner all our spiritual
together, with the exercise and increase of grace, depend

fulness are
life

on our union with, abiding in, and deriving what is necessary
thereunto, from him.
(2.) It is also compared to the union there is between the
head and members^ as the apostle farther illustrates it, when he
styles him the head^ from xvhich all the body^ by jomts and
bandi>\ having nourishment 7ninistered^ and knit together^ in"
creaseth with the increase of God, Col. ii. 19. which is a very
beautiful similitude, whereby we are given to understand, that
as the head is the fountain of life and motion to the whole body,
as the nerves and animal spirits take their rise from thence, so
that if the communication that there is between them and it,
be stopped, the members would be useless, dead, and insignificant so Christ is the fountain of spiritual life and motion, to
all those who are united to him.
(3.) This union is farther illustrated, by a similitude taken
from that union which there is between the foundation and the
building ; and accordingly Christ is styled, in scripture, the
chitf corner stone^ Eph. ii. 20. and a sure foujidation, Isa.
xxviii. 16.
And there is something peculiar in that phrase
which the apostle uses, which is more than any similitude can
:

express

when he speaks of

Christ as the living st077e, or rock,
and of believers, as lively stones^
1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. to denote, that they are not only supported and
upheld by him, as the building is by the foundation, but enabled to put forth living actions, as those whose life is derived
from this union with him.
(4.) There is another similitude taken from that nourishment which the body receives, by the use of food ; and therefore our Saviour styles himself the bread of life, or the bread
xvhich cometh doxvn from heaven, that a man may eat thereof
andtiot die; and proceeds to speak of his giving his flesh for
the life of the xvorld ; and adds, ke that eateth 7ny flesh and
drinketh my blood, dwclleth in me, and I in him, John vi. 48
;

on which the church

is

built

;

56.
(5.) There is another similitude, by which our being united
to Christ by faith, is more especially illustrated, taken from

the union which there is between man and wife; accordingly
is generally styled, a conjugal union, between Christ and
believers.
Thus the prophet says. Thy Maker is thine Husband, the Lord of hosts is his nayne ; and thy Redeemer, the holy

this

One of Israel, Isa. liv. 5. And the apostle, speaking of a man's
leaving his father and mother, and being joined unto his xvife^
and they two being one flesh, Eph. v. 31, 32. applies it, as
was before observed, to the union that there is between Christ
and the church and adds, that xve are ynembers of his Uodu^
;

;
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cfhisjlesh^ and of his bones^ ver. 30. which expression, if net
compared with other scriptures, would be very hard to be understood; but it may be explained by the like phraseology,
used elsewhere. Thus, when God formed Eve at first, and
brought her to Adam, and thereby joined them together in a
conjugal relation he says upon this occasion. This is noxv
bone of mij hone^ and flesh of mij fleshy Gen. ii. 23.
And wc
find also, diat other relations, which are more remote than this,
are expressed by the same inode of speaking.
Thus Laban
says to YACoh^ Surely thou art my bone and my fleshy Gen. xxix.
14.
And Abimelech pleading the relation he stood in to the
men of Shechem, as a pretence of his right to reign over them,
tells them, lam your bone and your flesh, Jxidgts ix. 2. Therefore the apostle makes use of the same expression, agreeably
:

common mode

to the

of speaking used

the conjugal relation which there

is

in scripture, to set forth

between Christ and be-

lievers.

The

when he
joined to the Lord is one Spirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17.
which is so dillicult an expression, that some who treat on this
subject, though concluding that there is in it something that
denotes the intimacy and nearness of this union, and more than
M'hat is contained in the other phrase, of their being one flesh,
nevertheless, reckon it among those expressions which are inexplicable ; though I cannot but give into the sense in which
some understand it ; namely, that inasmuch as the same Spirit
dwells in believers that dwelt in Christ, though with different
views and designs, they are hereby wrought up, in their measure, to the same temper and disposition ; or as it is expressed
apostle, indeed, elsewhere alters the phrase,

He

says.

that

is

The same miJid is in them that was in Christ, Phil.
which is such an eflfect of this conjugal relation that there
is between him and them, as is not always the result of the
same relation amongst men. The reason why I call this our
being united to Christ, by faith, is because it is founded in a
mutual consent; as the Lord avouches them on the one hand,
to be his people, so they, on the other hand, avouch hi?n to be
their God, Deut. xxvi. 17, 18. the latter of which is, properly
speaking, an act of faith ; whereby they give up themselves
to he his servants, to all intents and purposes, and that for ever.
It is farther observed m this answer. That union with Christ
this it must certainly be, since it is
is a work of God's grace
the spring and fountain from whence all acts of grace proceed
and indeed, from the nature of the thing, it cannot be otherwise for if there be a wonderful instance of condescending
grace in God's conferring those blessings that accompany salelsewhere.
ii.

5.

:

-j
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l

:
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vation

sed

to

;

this

d^i'r"//

may much more
vv

ith,

and

i7^

be deemed so. If Christ be pleahis people, and to xvalk in them, 2
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vi. i6. or as it is said elsewhere, to live in thnu^ Gal. ii.
20. as a pledge and earnest of their being forever with him in
heaven ; and if, as the result hereof, they be admitted to the
greatest intimacy with him ; we may from hence take occasion to apply what was spoken by one of Christ's disciples, to
him, with becoming humility and admiration ; /ioty i.v it that
thou rvilt manifest thijself unto us, and not unto theivorld?
John xiv. 22. Is it not a great instance of grace, that the Son
of God should make choice of so mean an habitation, as that

Coy.

of the souls of sinful men; and not only be present with, but
united to them in those instances which have been before considered ?
2. It is farther observed in this answer, that we are united
to Christ in effectual calling ; which leads us to consider what
is contained in the two following answers.

Quest. LXVII. What

is

effectual calling ?

Answ.

Effectual calling is the work of God's almighty power
and grace ; whereby, out of his free and special love to his
elect, and from nothing in them moving him thereunto, he
doth, in his accepted lime, invite and draw them to Jesus
Christ by his word and Spirit, savingly enlightening their
minds, renewing, and powerfully determining their wills;
so as they, although in them.selves dead in sin, are hereby
made willing and able, freely to answer his call, and to accept and embrace the grace offered and conveyed therein.

Quest. LXVIII. Are

the elect effectually called?

Axsw.

All the elect, and they only, are effectually called; although others may be, and often are, outwardly called by the
ministry of the word, and have some common operations of
the Spirit; who, for their wilful neglect and contemj^t of the
grace offered to them, being justly left in their unbelief, do
never truly come to Jesus Christ.

WE

have, in these answers, an account of the first step
God takes, in applying the redemption purchased
by Christ; which is expressed, in general, b}- the word calling;
whereby sinners are invited, commanded, enrouragcd, and enabled, to come to Christ, in order to th.eir being made j)artakers
of his benefits the apostle styles it an high, hohj, and hcavenhj
railings Phil. iii. 14. 2 Tim. i. 9. Heb. iii. 1. and a being called
vnio theffllc-a-^hip of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 1 Cor. i.
that

:

:
;
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Herein we are called out of darkness into his marvellous lights
ii. 9. and to his eternal glory by Jesus Christy chap. v.
10. And, indeed, the word is very emphatical For,
1.
call supposes a person to be separate, or at a distance
from him that calls him ; and it contains an intimation of leave
to come into his presence. Thus, in effectual calling, he who
was departed from God, is brought nigh to him. God, as it
were, says to him, as he did to Adam, when flying from him,
and dreading nothing so much as his presence, wl^en apprehending himself exposed to the stroke of his vindictive justice.
Where art thou ? Gen. iii. 9. which is styled, God^s calling itnto
him. Or, it is like as when a traveller is taking a wrong way,
and in danger of falling into some pit, or snare ; and a kind
friend calls after him to return, and sets him in the right way
8.

1 Pet.

:

A

thus

God

calls to sinners,

Thine ears

or says, as the prophet expresses

it

shall hear a xvord behind thee^ sayings This is the

rvay, xualk ye in it; when ye turn to the right hand^ and when
ye turn to the left,
2. Herein God deals with men as reasonable creatures;
which is by no means to be excluded from our ideas of the
work of grace ; though this work contain in it some superior,
or supernatural methods of acting, in order to bring it about |
yet we may be under a divine influence, as turning to God, or

by him, and accordingly acted by a supernaand at the same time our understandings, or
reasoning powers, not rendered useless, but enlightened or improved thereby ; by which means, every thing that we do, in
obedience to the call of God, appears to be most just and reasonable. This gives no ground for any one to conclude, that,
according to our method of explaining this doctrine, we lay
ourselves open to the absurd consequence fastened upon it j as
though God dealt with us as stocks and stones but more of
this may be considered under a following head.
effectually called

tural principle

;

:

We

now proceed, more particularly, to consider the subjectmatter of these two answers ; wherein we have an account of
the difference between the external call of the gospel, which is
explained in the latter of them, and the internal^ saving, and
powerful call, which is justly termed effectual; and is considered in the former of them. And,
Firsts Concerning the outward and common call, together
with the persons to whom it is given ; the design of God in
giving it, and also the issue thereof, with respect to a great
number of those who are said to be called.
The reason why we choose to insist on this common call, in
the first place, is because it is antecedent, and made subservient to the other in the method of the divine dispensation j

:

6»F
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inasmuch as we are first favoured with the word and ordinanand then they are made effectual to salvation.
1. Therefore we shall consider what we are to understand

ces,

by

this

common

call.

by the ministry of the word, in which
and offices, and sinners are
called to come to him ; and in so doing, to be made partakers
of the blessings which he has purchased. This is the sum and
substance of the gospel-ministry; and it is illustrated Matt,
xxii. 1, & seq> by the parable of the marriage-feast^ which the
king made for his son, and sent his servants; by which is signified gospel-ministers, to ca/i or invite, and therein to use all
persuasive arguments to prevail with persons to come to it
this is styled their being called. And the observation made on
persons refusing to comply with this call, when it is said. Many
It is observed, that

Christ

is

it is

set forth in his person

are called^ but few are chosen^ ver. 14. plainly intimates, that our*
Saviour here means no other than a common or ineffectual call.
And in another parable it is illustrated by an householder's
hiring labourers into his vineyard^ Matt. xx. 1, & se(/. at sevesome were hired early in the morning, at
ral hours of the day
the third hour ; others at the sixth and ?iinth ; which denotes
the gospel-call, that the Jewish church had to come to Christ
before his incarnation, under the ceremonial law
and others
were hired at the eleventh hour, denoting those who were called, at that time, by the ministry of Christ and his disciples :
that this was only a common and external call, is evident, not
only from the intimation that they, who had boms the burden
and heal of the day ; that is, for many ages had been a professing people, murmured^ because others, who Were called at the
eleventh hour, had an equal share in his regard; but also from
what is expressly said, (the words are the same with those
wherewith the other parable before-mentioned, is closed) Mamj
are called^ but few are chose?!., ver. 16.
Moreover, the apostle intends this common call, when fie
speaks of some who have been called into the grace of^rist;
not called by the power and efficacious grace of Christ, as denoting that the call was effectual ; but called, or invited to come
and receive the grace of Christ; or called externally, and thereby prevailed on to embrace the doctrine of the grace of Christ:
these are said to be soon removed unto another gospel^ Gal. i. 6.
And elsewhere, chap. v. 7. he speaks of some, who, when the
truths or the doctrines of the gospel, were first presented to
them, expressed, for a time, a readiness to receive it; upon
which account he says, Te did fun well^ or, ye began well ; but
yet they did not afterwards yield the obedience of faith, to that
truth which they seemed, at first, to have a very great regard ;
:

-,
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upon which occasion the apostle says, This persuasion comef/t
not of him that calleth you^ ver. 8.
They who express some regard to this call, are generally
said to have common grace, as contradistinguished from others,
who are under the powerful, arid efficacious influences of the
Spirit, which are styled special. The former of these are oftentimes under some impressive influences by the common work
of the Spirit, under the preaching of the gospel ; who, notwithstanding, are in an unconverted state j their consciences are
sometimes awakened, and they bring many charges and accusations against themselves ; and from a dread of the consequences thereof, abstain from many enormous crimes, as well
as practise several duties of religion ; they are also said to be
made partakers of some great degrees of restraining grace;
and all this arises from no other than the Spirit's common work
of conviction ; as he is said, to reprove the world of sin, John
xvi. 8.

These are styled, in this answer, the common operations of
the Spirit they may be called operations, inasmuch as they
contain in them something more than God's sending ministers
to address themselves to sinners, in a way of persuasion or
arguing ; for, the Spirit of God deals with their consciences
under the ministry of the word. It is true, this is no more than
common grace ; yet it may be styled the Spirit's work : for
though the call be no other than common, and the Spirit considered as an external agent, inasmuch as he never dwells in
the hearts of any but believers, yet the effect produced, is internal in the mind and consciences of men, and, in some degree, in the will ; which is almost persuaded to comply with it.
These operations are sometimes called the Spirit's striving xvith
man. Gen. vi. 3. but inasmuch as many of these internal motions are said to be resisted and quenched, when persons first
act contrary to the dictates of their consciences, and afterwards
vholly extinguish them ; therefore the Spirit's work in those
whora he thus calls, is not effectual or saving ; these are not
united lo Christ by his Spirit, nor by faith ; and this is generally styled common grace, in speaking to which, we shall
consider,
(1.) That there are some things presented to us, in an objective way, which contain the subject matter of the gospel, or
that call, which is given to sinnerb to pursue those methods,
which, by divine appointment, lead to salvation. As faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the xvord of God, Rom. x. 17.
so do common convictions, and whatever carries in it the appearance of grace in the unregenerate. In this respect God
deals with men as intelligent creatures, capable of making such
improvement of those instructions and intimations, as may tend.
:

;:;;
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in many respects, to their advantage. This must be supposed,
or else the preaching of the gospel could not be reckoned an
universal blessing to them who are favoured with it, abstracting from those saving advantages which some are to receive
hereby. This is here called the grace which is offered to them,
who are outwardly called, by the ministry of the word.
Offers of grace, and invitations to come to Christ, are words
used by almost all who have treated on this subject: though
some, of late, have been reacjy to conclude, that these modes
of speaking tend to overthrow the doctrine we are maintaining
for they argue to this purpose ; that an overture, or invitation,
supposes a power in him to whom it is given to comply with
it.
Did I think this idea necessarily contained in these words,
I should rather choose to subtitute others in the room of them
however, to remove prejudices, or unjust representations, which

the use thereof may occasion, either here or elsewhere, I shall
briefly give an account of the reason why I use them, and what
I understand thereby. If it be said. This mode of speaking is
not to be found in scripture ; this, it is true, should make us
less teaacious of it. Nevertheless, it may be used without just
offence given, if it be explained agreeably thereunto, (a) Therefore let it be considered,
That the invitations of the gospel are not restricted to a few amongst a
number who hear them, is clear, from various considerations.
The term evangel, or gospel, importing good tidings, evinces, that it is de

(a)
larger

signed not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance and salvation.
The blessings, which it announces, lead to the same conclusion liberty is offered to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound
those who labour and are heavily laden, are invited to seek, and obtain rest those
wh-j hunger and thirst after righteousness, are assured that they shall be filled
the riches of grace and of glory are promised to the poor in Spirit ; sight is offered to the blind and howsoever diseased, those who are afflicted are invited to
come to the great Physician ; and even those who are dead in sin are revived by
his life-giving word. Such are the circumstances of the worst of nien, who are
consequently the objects of the mercies proffered in the gospel.
The unrcgenerate elect, who stand amongst those who will not be saved, are
like them, possessed of prevailing inclinations to sin, and equally impotent to
good they are all equally guilty of an aversation of heart from God, and so possess in themselves nothing which can evidence a right to gospel blessings more
;

:

-,

:

liian otliers.

The invitations of the gospel are In universal terms, and although such term a
are sometimes restricted by the sense, yet where no such restriction appears,
they are to be taken in their own unlimited extent; the ransom is asserted to
have been rendered for all the Lord willeth not the destruction of any, but that
Christ proclaimed to sinners, if any man tkir.it, let hitfi
ail should turn and live
i.ome unto me and drink , and directed his disciples to go and teach all nations ; and
it is his will, that the gospel should be preacl)ed unto every creature.
;

;

abominable crimes of Sodom and Gotnorrha
and Bethsaida the aggravation of guilt, which the gospel produces, demonstrates that its messages
are directed unto the worst of men, as well as others.
Those who are guided by the light of nature, ai-e guilty, because they violate
thjB rule of conscience such as possessed the law of God were still more guilty i
It in

the day of

fiaal

account,

tlie

shall evince less guilt than the impenltency of Chorazln

•.

;
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(2.) That the presenting an object, whatever it be, to the
understanding and will, is generally called, an qfering- it; as
Gad says to David, from the Lord ; / ofer thee three things^
choose thee one of them^ &c. 1 Sam. xxiv. 12. So if God sets
before us life and death, blessing and cursing, and bids us
choose which we will have ; this is equivalent to what is generally called, an offer of grace.

And as for
are
it is

invitations to come to Christ, it is plain, that there
scriptures that speak to that purpose ; namely, when
said. In the last day^ that great day of the feasty fesxis

many

stood

and

cried, saying-.

me and drink, John

vii.

If any man
37.

thirst, let

him come unto

And, Ho every one

that thirsteth,

waters, Isa. Iv. 1. And elsewhere Christ says.
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and Izvill
g-ive you rest. Matt. xi. 28. And, Let him that is athirst come;

come ye

to the

and whosoever
Rev.

will, let

him take of

the water of

life

freely,

xxii. 17.

(3.) When an offer, or invitation to accept of a thing, thus
objectively presented to us, is made, it always supposes the
valuableness thereof; and how much it would be our interest
to accept of it ; and that it is our indispensable duty so to do
which are the principal ideas that I intend, in my sense of the
word, when I speak of offers of grace in the gospel, or invitations to come to Christ. Nevertheless, taking them in this
sense, does not necessarily infer a power in us to accept them,
without the assistance of divine grace thus it may be isaid,
that Christ came into the world to save sinners ; and that he
will certainly apply the redemption, which he has purchased,
to all, for whom this price was given ; and also, that a right to
salvation is inseparably connected with faith and repentance
and that these, and all other graces are God's gifts; and that
we are to pray, wait, and hope for them, under the ministry of
the word ; and if we be, in God's own time and way, enabled
to exercise these graces, this will be our unspeakable advantage
and therefoa-e it cannot but be our duty to attend upon
God in all his holy institutions, in hope of saving blessings
these things may be done ; and consequently the gospel may be
thus preached, without supposing that grace is in our own
:

:

but sinners under the liglit of the gospel, who trample under foot the blood of
Chrisl, and despise and reject the mercies of the gospel, are guilty in the highest
degree. It is just that thev should not receive the oflered pardon, but remain
under the condemnation of the law, the dominion of iniquity, the slavery of Satan, and be left in their beloved darkness until they sink in despair. Yet nothing
but their own aversion rejects the invitation, or prevents their salvation they
are straitened in their own bowels, and are the causes of their own destruction.
Thus salvation is offered in general* and God is just, though the application of
:

it is plainly special.
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what we principally intend by gospel-over-

tures or invitations.
(4.) Nevertheless we cannot approve of some expressions
subversive of the doctrine of special redemption, how moving
and pathetic soever they may appear to be ; as when any one,
to induce sinners to come to Christ, tells them, that God is
willing, and Christ is willing, and has done his part, and the
Spirit is ready to do his ; and shall we be unwilling, and thereby destroy ourselves ? Christ has purchased salvation for us :
the Spirit offers his assistances to us ; and shall we refuse these
overtures ? Christ invites us to come to him, and leaves it to
our free-will, whether we will comply with, or reject these invitations : he is, at it were, indeterminate, whether he shall save
us or no, and leaves the matter to our own conduct ; we ought
therefore to be persuaded to comply with the invitation. This
Dfiethod of explaining offers of grace, and invitations, to come
to Christ, is not what we intend when we make use of these

expressions.
2.
are now to consider the persons to whom this common call is given. It is indefinite, not directed only to the elect,

We

whom God

designs to make it efl'ecaccording to the commission which
our Saviour gave to his apostles, the gospel was to be preached to all nations, or to every creature in those places to which
and the reason of this is obvious ; namely, because
it was sent
the counsel of God, concerning election, is secret, and not to
be considered as the rule of human conduct; nor are they,
whom God is pleased to employ in preaching the gospel, supposed to know whether he will succeed their endeavours, by
enabling those who are called, to comply with it.
3.
shall now shew how far the gospel-call may,H\ithout
the superadded assistance of special grace, be improved by
men, in order to their attaining some advantage by it, though
short of salvation : this may be done in two respects.
(1.) Gioss enormous crimes may hereby be avoided: this
appears in many unconverted persons, who not only avoid, but
abhor them ; being induced hereunto by something in nature
that gives an aversion to them. And it may be farther argued,
from the liableness of those who commit them, to punishment
in proportion to their respective aggravations ; which must
either suppose in man, a power to avoid them
or else, the
greatest degree of punishment would be the result of a necessity of nature, and not self-procured by any act of man's will;
though all suppose the will to be free, with respect to actions
that are sinful. It would be a very poor excuse for the murderer to allege, that he could not govern his passion, but was
under an unavoidable necessity to take away the life of ano*

or those, with respect to
tual to their salvation

;

for,

:

We

:
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Shall the

man

that

commits those

sins,

which are contra-

ry to nature, say, That his natural temper and disposition is so
much inclined thereunto, that he could, by no means, avoid
them ? If our natural constitution be so depraved and vitiated,
that it leads us, with an uncommon and impetuous violence, to
whence does
those sins that we were not formerly inclined to
this arise, but from the habits of vice, being increased by a wilful and obstinate continuance therein, and many repeated acts
which they have produced ? and might not this, at least, in
must distinguish besome degree, have been avoided ?
tween habits of sin, that immediately flow from the universal
corruption of nature, and those that have taken deeper root in
us, by being indulged, and exerting themselves, without any
endeavours used, to restrain and give a check to them.
'
And if it be supposed that our natures are more habitually
inclined to sin than once they were, might we not so far use
the liberty of our wills, as to avoi;! some things, which, we are
sensible, will prove a temptation to those particular acts thereof; whereby the corruption of nature, that is so prone to comply with it, might be in some measure, restrained, though not
overcome this may be done without converting grace ; and
consequently some great sins may be avoided. To deny this,
would be not only to palliate, but open a door to all manner of
:

We

:

licentiousness.
(2.) Man has a power to do some things that are materially
good; though not good in r]l those circumstances in which actions are good that accompany or flow from regenerating grace.
Ahab's humility, 1 Kings xxi. 29. and Nineveh^s repentance,
Jonah iii. 5. and seq. arose from the dread they had of the divine threatenings ; which is such an inducement to repentance
and reformation, as takes its rise from nothing more than the
influence of common grace. Herod himself, though a vile person, yd-ar^/Zyo/m, knoxmn^ that he was a Just man and an holy :
and when he heard him, did mawj things, and heard him glad-

Mark vi. 20. And the Gentiles are said to do by nature, the
things ; that is, some things contained in the law ; insomufh
that they are a law unto themselves, Rom. ii. 14. Therefore
they did them by the influence of common grace. And these
things, namely, abstaining from grosser sins, apd doing some
actions materially good, have certainly some advantage attending them ; as thereby the world is not so much like hell as it
would otherwise be : and as to what respects themselves, a
greater degree of punishment is hereby avoided.
3.
are now to consider the design of God in giving this
common call in the gospel, which cannot be the salvation of all
who are thus called this is evident ; because all shall not be
ly,

We

:

saved; whereas,

if

God had

designed their salvation, he would

;
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about; since his purpose cannot he
has no determinations relating to
and to conthe success of the gospel, reflects on his wisdom
clude that things may happen contrary to his purpose, argues
a defect of power ; as though he could not attain the ends he
designed but this having before been insisted on, under the
heads of election and special redemption, I shall pass it by at
present, and only consider, that the ends which God designed
in giving the gospel, were such as were attained by it, namely,
the salvation of those who shall eventually be saved, the restraining of those wlio have only common grace, and the setting
forth the glorious work of redemption by Jesus Christ; which,
as it is the wonder of angels, who desire to look into it ; so it
is hereby designed to be recommended as worthy of the highest esteem, even in those who cast contempt on it
and hereby they are convicted, who shut their eyes against, and neglect
to behold that glorious light which shines so brightly therein.
Object. To this it is objected, that if Christ invites and calls
men to come to him, as he often does in the New Testament
and when they refuse to do it, mentions their refusal with a
kind of regret; as when .he says, 2'e rvill not co7ne to me^ that
ye might have li/Cy John v. 40. this, they suppose, is no other
than an insult on mankind, a bidding them come without th«
least design that they should ; as if a magistrate should go to
the prison door, and tell the unhappy man, who is not only under lock and key, but loaded with irons, that he would have
liim leave that place of misery and confinement, and how much
he should rejoice, if he would come out; and upon that condition, propose to him several honours that he has in reserve for
him this, say they, is not to deal seriously with him. And if
the offer of grace in the gospel, answers the similitude, as they
suppose it exactly does, then there is no need for any thing
farther to be replied to it ; the doctrine confutes itself; as it
argues the divine dealings with men illusory.
Artsiv, This similitude, how plausible soever it may appear
to be to some, is far from giving a just representation of the
doctrine we are maintaining for when the magistrate is supposed to signify his desire that the prisoner would set himself
free, which he knows he cannot do ; hereby it is intimated, that
though God knows that the sinner cannot convert himself, yet
he commands him to do it, or to put forth supernatural acts ot
giace, though he has no principle of grace in him : but let it
be considered, that this God no where commands any to do. (a)
Our Saviour intends as much as this, when he speaks of the
free^s being- made good^ before the fruit it produces can be so.
Matt. xii. 33. or that it is impossible for men to gather grafies
certainly

have brought

frustrated.

To

sa)^

it

that

God

:

:

:

:

:
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of thorns^ or figs of thistles^ chap. vii. 17. im])lylng, tliat there
must be an internal disposition wrought, belore any acts of
grace can be put forth this is supposed in the preaching of
the gospel, or the call to sinners to repent and believe, which
they have no reason to conclude that they can do without the
aids of divine grace, and these they are to wait, pray and hope
:

God's instituted methods.
Moreover, as for those promises which are made to us, if
we would release ourselves from the chains of sin, and the account given, how much God would rejoice in our being set
free, when the thing is, in itself, impossible ; this is no otherfor, in all

wise true than as it contains a declaration of the connexion
there is between conversion and salvation, or freedom from the
slavery of sin, and God's conferring many spiritual honours and
privileges on those who are converted ; not that it does, in the
least, denote that it is in our own power to convert ourselves
but that this may be more clearly understood, we shall consider it with relation to the two branches before mentioned, and
so speak of God, either as commanding, calling, and inviting
men to do what is out of their power, namely, to repent, and
believe ; or else, as holding forth promises of that salvation
which they shall not attain ; because these graces are out of
their power, which contains the substance of what is usually
objected against the doctrine we are maintaining, by those who
are on the other side of the question ; who suppose that this
method of procedure is illusory, and therefore unbecoming the
divine perfections.

And,

calling, and inviting men
do what is out of their own power ; as for instance, bidding
a dead man to arise, or one that is blind to see, or those that
are shut up in prison, to come out from thence. This is to be
explained, and then, perhaps, the doctrine we are maintaining,
1.

Concerning God's commanding,

to

We

have, elsewhiere, in
will appear to be less exceptionable.
defending the head of particular redemption, against an objec-

much unlike to this, considered how Christ is said to
be offered in the gospel,* or in what sense the overture may
be said to be made to all that are favoured with it ; and yet the
efficacy thereof, only extend to those whom Christ has redeemed, and shall be effectually called. But that we may a little
farther explain this matter, let us consider,
(1.) That the gospel contains a declaration, that God designs to save a part of this miserable world ; and, that in subserviency thereunto, he has given them a discovery of Christ, as
the object of faith, and the purchaser and author of salvation.
(2.) He does not therein give the least intimation to any,
while in a state of unregeneracy, that they shall be enabled to
believe : and, as the consequence thereof, be saved. Their
tion not

*

See

Vol. II.
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names, characters, or places of abode, or their natural embellishments, who shall attain this privilege, are no where pointed
at in scripture ; nor is the book ot God's secret purpose, concerning election to eternal life, opened, so as that any one can
discern his name written in it, before he be effectually called 3
for we have no warrant to look any farther than God's revealed will, which assigns no evidence of our interest in the saving
blessings of the gospel, till they are experienced by us, in this
effectual call.
(3.) God plainly discovers to men, in the gospel^ that all
those graces, which are inseparably connected with salvation,
are his work and gift, and consequently out of their own power; or that it is not of him that willeth^ nor of him that 7-unneth,
but of God that shexvcth mercij^ Rom. ix. 16. Therefore he
no where tells the rnan, who is tied and bound with tht chain
of his sin^ that he is able to set himself free; but puis him upon expecting and praying for it, from tht pitifulness of his great
mercy. He no where tells him, that he can implant a principle
of spiritual life and grace in himself; or that he ought so much
as to attempt to do any thing to atone for his sins, by his obedience and sufferings, but suggests the contrary, when he says,
Surely^ shall one say^ in the Lord have I 7'ighteoiisness and
stren^th^ Isa. xlv. 24.
(4.) He gives none the least ground to expect, or lay claim
to salvation, till they believe ; and as faith and salvation are
both his gifts, he puts them upon seeking, and desiring them,
in their respective order; first grace, and then glory.

(5.) The gospel-call is designed to put men upon a diligent
attendance on the ordinances, as means of grace, and to leave
the issue and success thereof to God, who xvaits that he may
be gracious ; that so his sovereignty may appear more eminently in the dispensing this privilege ; and, in the mean time, assigns it as their duty to xv ait for him^ chap. xxx. 18.
And
while we are engaged in this duty, we are to acknowledge, that
we have nothing that can give us any right to this privilege
So that God might justly deny success to his ordinances. Nevertheless, if he is pleased to give us, while we arc attending
on them, those earnest desires of their being made effectual to
our conversion and salvation, we may conclude this to be a token for good, that he designs us some special advantage thereby ; and we do not know but tiaat even this desire of grace may
be the beginning of the Spirit's saving work, and therefore an
earnest of his carrying it on.
(6.) When God commands persons, in the gospel, to do
those things which cannot be performed without his special
grace, he sometimes supposes them, when he gives forth the
t

uommand, to have
Vol. Ill,

of spiritual Jife
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and grace, which
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to bid one that is made alive, to put forth living acwhich respect, more especially, the progress of grace after the work is begun ; in which sense 1 understand those
words of the apostle, Jf'oi'k out your salvatioii xv'ith fear and
trembling ; for it is God which worketh ; that is, hath wrought,
in you both to will and to do^ of his good pleasure^ Phil. ii. 12.
is» in effect

tions

;

we

consider the gospel as holding forth promises of
at the same time, it is not in our power to exercise those graces that accompany it ; which gives farther occasion to those that except against the doctrine we are maintaining, to conclude, that it represents God as offering thostblessings which he does not design to bestow : This may give
us occasion to explain what we mean, when we consider salvation as offered in the gospel
whereby we understand nothing
else but a declaration, that all who repent and believe, shall be
saved ; which contains a character, or description of the persons who have ground to expect this privilege not that salvation is founded on dubious and uncertain conditions, which depend upon the power and liberty of our will ; or impossible
condjiions ; as though God should say, if man will change his
own iieart, and work faith, and all other graces in himself, then
he will save him but all that we mean by it is, that those graces, which are inseparably connected with salvation, are to be
waited for in our attendance on all God's ordinances, and when
he is pleased to work them, then we may conclude, that we
have a right to the promise of salvation. Thus concerning the
gospel-call, what it is, how far it may be improved by those
who are destitute of special grace, and what is God's design in
giving it : we now proceed to consider,
3» The issue and consequence thereof, as it is farther observed in this answer, that many wilfully neglect, contemn, or refuse to comply with it, with respect to whom it is not made efThis appears from the report that
fectual to their salvation.
Christ's disciples brought to him, concerning the excuses that
2. If

salvation,

when,

',

:

:

many made when called to come to the marriage feast, in the
One pretended, that he had bought a piece ofground^
parable
:

and

go see it; and another, that he had bought five
yoke of oxeUf and ViwxstgO to prove thern ; and another hud married a ivife^ and therefore could not come. It is elsewhere said,
that they all made light of it., and xvent their ways ; one to his
farm^ another to his merchandise; and the remnant took his srrsjants^ and entreated them spitefully^ and slew them^ Luke xiv.
18 20. compared with Matt. xxii. 5, 6.
And the prophet introduces our Saviour himself as complaining, / have laboured ifi vain^ I have spent my strength for
nought., Isa. xlix. 4, 5. And the reason hereof is, because Israel is not gathered « which words are to be undetstood in a
7nust needs

—

OF EIFECTUAL CALLIN.C,

,27

comparative seuscy as denoting the fewness of those who complied with his gracious invitations, to come to him, or were
convinced, by the miracles which he wrought to confirm his
docirine.
is also farther evident, from the small number of those
are effectually prevailed upon under the gospel dispensation, which the apostle calls the grace of God that brings salva-

This

who

hath opl)cared to all rnen^ teaching them to deny all
nngodiiness and worldly lusts; and to live soberly^ righteously^
.and godly, in this present world. And alsu, from the great opposition and hatred, which many express to the person ot Christ,
who is the subject matter thereof; which the prophet not only
relates, as what was observed in his day, but foretells, that in
after-ages, a great part of mankind would not believe the report
jnade concerning him ; but that he should be despised and rejected of men, who would hide, as it were, their faces from him^
and not esteem him, Isa. liii. 1, 3. This is certainly the highest contempt of the gos*pel ; for it is arf undervaluing the great
est privileges, as though they were not worthy to be embraced,
desired, or sought after ; and inasmuch as this is wilful, arising
irom the enmity of the Avill of man against God, and the method of salvation Avhich he has prescribed therein, it has a tendency to provoke his wrath ; so that being justly left in their
unbelief, they will not come to Christ, that they may have life.
And as they are judicially left to themselves, they contract a
greater degree of alienation fi-om, and averseness to God, and
tion^ that

so never truly' come to Jesus Christ ; which is an awful and
tremendous consideration.
This is the consequence of it, with respect to those who have
only this common call ; and therefore we must not conclude,
that it is sufficient to salvation, unless there be an internal effectual call

;

and what this

is,

will be considered

under our next

we

enter thereon, it is necessary for us to enquire, whether all, at least, those who sit under the sound of
the gospel, have sufficient grace given them, so as that, by their
own conduct, without the internal powerful influences of the
This argument is much
Spirit, they may attain to salvation.
insisted on by those who adhere to the Pelagian scheme ; and
and for our setting
therefore we cannot wholly pass it over

head

;

but before

:

considered that every one
must allow, that all who sit under the sound of the gospel, have
sufficient objective grace, or sufficient external means, to lead
them in the way of salvation i for to deny this, would be to de-

this

matter in a just

light, let

it

,be

;

ny that the gospel is a perfect rule of faith this therefore is aland we think nothing more is intended,
lowed on both sides
when God says, concerning the church of the Jews, What
could have been done more to my vineyard, that / have not dcin.^
:

;

?n

it,
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But the question is, whether there be a sufficlenc}' of power,
or ability in man ; so that without the internal efficacious grace
of God, deterrr.ining and inclining the will, to make a right improvement ot It, it may be sufficient to the salvation of those
to whom it is given ? This is what we cannot but deny. Now,
that the external means of grace are not rendered effectual to
the salvation of all who are favoured with them, is evident ; because, as was but now observed, many neglect and contemn the
gospel and as to others who improve it, so that the means of
grace become effectual, it must be enquired ; what it is that
makes them so i How comes it to pass, that the preaching
thereof is styled, to some, a savour of life, to others, a savour
of death ? The answer which the Pelagians give to this, is,
that they, in whom it is effectual, render it so, by their improving the liberty of their will ; so that they choose what is
represented in the gospel, as eligible, and refuse the contrary.
And if the question be asked, who maketh thee to differ from
another ? they iiave, when disposed to speak agreeably to their
own scheme, this answer ready at hand, I make myself to differ ; that is as much as to say, I have a natural power of improving the means of grace, without having recourse to God
for any farther assistance, in a supernatural way.
It may easily be observed, that this supposition is greatly
derogatory lo the gloiy of God ; and renders all dependancc
on him, both to will and to do, unnecessary It supposes that
ive have sufficient ability to work those graces in ourselves that
accompany salvation ; otherwise it is not sufficient to salvation;
and therefore it is contrary to all those scriptures which speak
of them as the work, or the effect of the exceeding greatness
of the power of God which leads us to consider,
Secondly^ The doctrine of effectual calling, as contained in
the former of the ansv/ers, which we are explaining ; in which
we may observe,
I. The character of those who are effectually called antecedent thereunto. They have nothing that can recommend them
to the divine favour ; for being considered as fallen, guilty
creatures, they are not only unable to make atonement for sin,
but to do what is spiritually good thus the apostle represents
them, as without strength^ Rom. v. 6. which is the immediate
consequence of man's first apostacy from God ; and universal
^xperiencii, proves that we have a propensity to every thing
that is evil, which daily increases
And to this we may add,
that the mind is blinded, the affections stupified, the will full
of obstinacy, the conscience disposed to deal treacherously,
\yhereby we deceive ourselves ; so that the whole soul is out
of order. The apostle speaks of man by nature^ as dead in
:

:

:

.

:

:
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and sins, walking- according" to the course of this zvorld,
according to the prince oj the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of disobedience ; having their conversation in the lusts of thefesh, fulfilling the desires of the fleshy
and of the mind, Kph. ii. 1 3. And the prophet speaks ot
ihe heart of man, as being deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, Jer. xvii. 9. And the apostle describes some
as * walking in the vanity ot their mind, having the under->
* standing
darkened, being alienated from the life of God,
* through the
ignorance that is in them, because of the blind* ness of their heart ; who being past feeling, have given them'
selves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with
- greediness,' Eph. iv. 17
19. and others, as being ' filled with
all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, ma" liciousness,
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity,
^
whispei-ers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boast* ers,
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without
'
understanding, covenant- breakers, without natural affection,
' implacable,
unmerciful,' Rom. i. 29
31.
This, indeed, is
spoken of the Gentiles, wlio were destitute of the means of
grace, and had contracted greater degrees of impiety than maay others but they, who are effectually called, would have run
into the same abominations, their natures being equally inclined thereunto, without preventing grace ; as some of the church
of Corinth are said to have done before their conversion, whom
he speaks of as once having been * unrighteous, fornicators,
'
idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, abusers of themselves with
* mankind, thieves,' covetous, drunkards, revilers,
extortioners,'
And elsewhere he says, '
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11.
ourselves
* also were
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
* divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and
envy, hateful,
* and hating one another,' Tit. iii. 3.
And the obstinacy andl
perverseness of men, going on in a course of sin, is so great,
that God reproves a professing people, by telling them, that
trespasses

—

—

—

;

We

their neck rvas as
xlviii. 4.

an iron

sineiv,

Thus they were,

and

their

brow

brass, Isa.

before he refined and chose

some

oi them, in the furnace of affliction, ver. 10. From hence it
evidently appears, that m.en are not naturally inclined to comply with the gospel-call ; but this is a privilege conferred on
them, when, by the Spirit, it is made effectual to their salvavion.

Objec. It is objected, to what has been said concerning peroons being dead in sin, before they are effectually called ; tha^
that is no other than a metaphorical expression ; and therefore
the sense thereof is not to be strained so far as to suppose from
hence, that they are -altogether without a power to do that Avhich
s spiritually gocd.
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When

the state of men, before they are effectually
which is a metaphorical expression, v/e must suppose, that there is a sense affixed to it,
which, in some respects, is adapted to those ideas that we have
of the word. If scripture-metaphors prove nothing, because
the words are transferred from their literal sense to some other
that is intended thereby, we shall be at the greatest loss to understand many important doctrines contained in the sacred
\vritings, which abound very much with such modes of speak-

Ansxv.

called, is styled, a death in sin,

We

do not suppose the metaphor to be extended so far,
as that a person, dead in sin, is incapable of acting, as though
he was a stock or a stone, the contrary to which is evident,
ing.

from what has been before said concerning the power which
they, who aie in an unregenerate state, have of doing things
materially good ; but we are now considering men as unable to
do what is good in all its circumstances, which may render
their actions the object of the divine approbation, as agreeable
to God's revealed will ; and this, we suppose, an unregenerate
person is as unable to do, as a dead man is to put forth living
actions ; and the reason is, because he is destitute of a superScripture and experience,
natural principle of spiritual life.

not only evince the weakness, blindness, and disinclination ot
such, to what is good, but their averseness to it So that whatever we do, either in the beginning or progress of the life of
faith, must proceed from a renewed nature, or a supernatural
principle implanted in the soul ; which is sometimes called, a
new hearty Ezek. xxxvi. 26. a divine 7iature^ 2 Pet. i. 4. as
well as a quickening, or being raised from the dead. This
:

leads us to consider,
II. The change that is wrought in this effectual calling, together with the grounds we have to conclude, that it is a supernatural work, or, as it is styled in this answer, the work of
God's almighty power and grace. I'hose whom we more especially oppose in this head of argument, are the Pelagians,

who, though in some things they seem to recede
and others
from them, yet cannot support their cause without giving into
their scheme, when treating on the subjects of free-will, nature
and grace these all allow that there is a change made in conversion or effectual calling but they suppose that it is a change
in man's natural temper and disposition, rather than what arises
from a supernatural principle, which, according to them, consists in overcoming those habits of sin, a\ hich we have contracted, and acquiring habits of virtue, a ceasing to do evil,
and learning to do well and that it is in their own power sup',

:

;

;

posing the concurrence of

God

as a

God

of nature, or at least,

some superadded assistances, from the external dispensations
of providence, which have an influence on the minds of \Tien„

;
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change ; by this means they think that grace is
and we disposed to comply with the external call
of the gospel, whereby it is rendered effectual.
They sometimes indeed, use the word conversion, and speak
of the power and grace of God herein ; and that they may not
seem to detract fiom the glory thereof, they profess themselves
to aciorc and magnify God as the author of this work ; but all
this amounts to no more than nature acting under the influence
of common providence. Something, indeed, they ascribe to
(iod ; but much less than what we think the scripture does.
That which they ascribe to him therein, is,
1. That he has made man an intelligent creature, having a
power capable of choosing whatever seems advantageous, or
refusing what appears to be destructive to him ; and in order
hereunto, he is able to discern what is his duty and interest
and when the will duly attends to these dictates of the underto

produce

first

this

attained,

standing, it has a power inclining it to be influenced thereby,
and embrace Avhatever overtures are made conducive to his

future happiness.
2. Whereas the understanding and reasoning powers and
faculties, are oftentimes impaired and hindered, in their method
of acting, by some accidental inconveniences of nature, such as
the temperament of the body, or those diseases which it is
sometimes liable to, wliich affect the mind ; these God, by his
powerful providence, removes, or fences against, that the work

may go on

successfully.

Sometimes out outward circumstances in the world, give
a different turn to our passions, and hinder us from entertain3.

ing any inclinations to religion therefore, they suppose, that
there is a farther hand of providence in ordering the various
changes or conditions of life, as to what concerns the prosperous or adverse circumstances thereof, whereby a sanguine temper is changed to that which has more of a melancholy or
thoughtful disposition in it, more inclined to be afraid of those
sins that are like to be prejudicial to him ; an angry and cho,*

leric temper, changed to another that has a greater mixture of
meekness and humility ; and whatever hinderance may arise
from his conversing with those who tempt him to lay aside all
thoughts about religion, or by loading it with reproach, to
make him ashamed to pretend to it, the providence of God so
orders circumstances and things, as to make them unacceptable to him, or him disinclined to converse with them by this
means there arises a congruity, as they call it, between men's
natural dispositions and that grace which they are called, by
die gospel, to exert, when they are persuaded to comply with
t, without which the overture would be in vain.
4. Pro\id<'nce farther performs its part, by over-ruling some
:

Of EFFECTUAL GALLING.

32

concurring circumstances external

to,

and thought

of,

by

hiin,

in casting his lot among those who are able and desirous to
persuade him to alter his sentiments, in matters of religion,

whose industry and zeal for his good, accompanied with their
managing those persuasive arguments used t»
convince him, have a great tendency to prevail upon him
hereby he is persuaded to giv'e the hearing to that which before he despised, and made the subject of ridicule ; and sometimes the motives and inducements that are used, accompanied
with the pathetic way of address, in those whose ministry he
attends on, is very conducive to answer the end attained thereby, namely, his conviction and altering his conduct of life, pursuant thereunto ; all which is under the unforeseen direction
skilfulness in

;

of providence.
5. They add, that there

is a kind of internal work in exciting the passions, by a general influence upon them, leaving it,
notwithstanding, in man's power to determine them, with respect to their proper objects ; and as for the will, that still remains free and unbiassed ; but by this moral suasion, or these
rational arguments, it is prevailed upon to comply with that

is for its advantage. According to this method of accounting for the work of conversion, what they attribute to the
grace of God, is nothing more than what is the result of common providence and it is supposed to act no otherwise thaa
in an objective way ; and that which gives the turn to all is,
the influence of moral suasion, whereby men are prevailed on;
but in all these respects, they are only beholden to God, as the
God of nature and when this is called, by them, a display of
divine grace, nature and grace, in this matter, are made to signifv the same thing, without scripture warrant.
Moreover, since, it is plain, all this may be done, and yet
persons remain in an unconverted state, and the gospel-call be
mefFectual, thev suppose there is something to be performed on
man's part, which gives a sanction to, and completes the work
accordingly he must rightly use and improve the power of reasoning, which God has given him, by diligently observing and
attending to his law ; and he must persuade himself, that it is
highly reasonable to obey it ; and must also duly weigh the
consequence of his compliance or refusal, and endeavour to
affect himself with the consideration of promised rewards and
punishments, to excite his diligence, or awaken his fears ; and
must make use of those motives that are proper to induce him
to lead a virtuous life ; and when he is brought to conclude
this most eligible, then he must add hereunto, the force of the
strongest resolutions, to avoid occasions of sin, perform several
necessary duties, and associate himself with those whose conversation and example may induce him to be virtuous ; he must at-

which

,*

:

:

OF EFFECTUAL CALLI>fd.

-^i

word preached, with intenseness of thought, and a
disposition to iidhere, with the gre:»test impartiality, to what in
recommended to him therein, as conducive to his iuture happiness : by this means he is persuaded ; and from thence pro-

tend on the

ceed those acts ot grace, whicii afterwards, by being frequently repeated, arrive to a habit, which, if it be not lost by negligence, stupidity, and impcnitencr, or adhering to the temptations of Satan, being brought into a state of conversion, he is
in a fair way to heaven, which, notwithstanding this, he may
of by apostasy, since the work is to be carried on by him, as it
was at first begun, by his own conduct.
This account of effectual calling or conversion, supposes it
to be little more than a work of common providence ; and all
the grace they seem to own, is nothing more than nature exerting itself under the conduct of those reasoning powers which.
God has given it. None pretend to deny that our reasoning
powers are herein to be exerted and improved ; or that thosR
arguments, which tend to give conviction, and motives to enforce obedience, must be duly attended to neither do we deny
that there is a kind hand of proA'idence seen in over-ruling our
natural tempers and dispositions, in giving a check to that corruption that is prevalent in us; and in rendering our condition
of life, some way or other conducive to a farther work, which
God designs to bring about. We also assert, that providence
greatly favours us in bringing us under the means of grace,^
or casting our lot in such places where we have the advantage;;
of the conversation and example of others, who are burning
and shining lights in their generation ; nor is it less seen in
adapting a suitable word to our condition, or in raising our
affections, while attending to it
but all this falls very short ot
effectual calling, as it is a display of God's power and grace.
This work is no more than natural whereas conversion is a
supernatural work. Hitherto we may be led by common grace ;
but effectual calling is a work of special grace the effect of
this is only a change of life
but we assert, and have scripture
ground for it, that there is in that a change of heart. This
scheme supposes the very principle and spring of grace to be
acquired by man's improving his natural powers, under the
conduct of God's providence whereas, we suppose, and shall
endeavour to prove, under a following head, tluu it is not acquired, but infused, and is the effect of divine power. This
supposes the work to be brought a!)cut by moral suasion ; and
that the understrmding, taking in the arguments that are made
use of in an objective way, the v/ill is l?)duced to compliance,
by choosing that which is good, and refusing that which is
evil: whereas, we asitu, that the will of man is bowed and
:

:

;

;

•

:

:
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subjected to Christ, its enmity overcome ; cind accordingly wc
are said to be made willing in the day ot his power.
But since that which bears the greatest share in this work,
according to them, is the will and power oi man, determining
itself, by proper motives and arguments, to what is good;
which supposes, that it acts freely therein. This may give us
occasion to consider the nature of human liberty we do not
deny, in general, that man is endowed with a free will, which
exerts itself in things of a lower nature, to that which we arc
speaking of, for this is as evident, as that he is endowed with
an understanding we shall therefore, in speaking concerning
the liberty of the will of man, (1.) Consider what are the essential properties of liberty,* without which, an action would
cease to be free. And, (2.) How far the power of man's freewill may be extended, with a particular view to the matter,
under our present consideration.
1. Concerning the nature and essential properties of human
liberty. They, whose sentiments of free-will and grace we are
opposing, suppose that it is essential to a free action, or otherwise it could not be denominated free, that it be performed
with indifterency, that is, that the will of man should be so
equally poised, that as it determines itself to one extreme, it
might as well have determined itself to the other: therefore,
he that loves God freely, might, by a detenrxination of his
will, as well have inclined himself to hate him ; and on the
other hand, he that hates God, might, by an act of his will,
have determined himself to love him the balance is supposed
to be equal, and it is the method that the person uses to determine his will, that gives a turn to it. And from hence they
infer, that they who persevere in grace, which they do freely,
may, for the same reason, apostatize ; yea, they proceed farther, at least some of them, who have maintained, that our Saviour might have sinned, and consequently the work of our
redemption have miscairied in his hands ; because, according
to this notion of liberty, he acted freely in all those exercises
of grace ; which, we suppose, were no less free, because they
were necessary ; and also, from this account they give of liberty, they infer that the angels and glorified saints might sin, and
so lose that state of blessedness, which they are possessed of;
otherwise their obedience is not free ; which absurdities are so
apparently gross, that they who duly weigh them, will not easily give into this notion of liberty. And there is another absurdity, which the Pelagians dare not assert ; for it would be
the greatest blasphemy that could be contained in words, though
it equally flows from this method of explaining the nature of
liberty ; that either God must not act freely, or else he might
;

:

:

*

This

h li-ha'

is

genaalhj called

the fomialis ratio ofUbcrr-r.
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which he acts,
and accordingly,

act the contrary, with respect to those things in
like himself, as
if

he loves or

;i

God

of

infinite perfection

dirlights in himst;lf freely,

glory, as the highest

end of

all

;

or designs his own
and uses means

that he does,

ends which are most conducive thereunto; wherein his holiness, wisdom, justice, and faithfulness
appear, I say, it will follow from their scheme, and I cannot
but tremble to mention it, that he might do the contrary ; and
what is this but to say, that he might cease to be God.
The arguments which they who attempt to support this notion of liberty, insist on, are taken from the ideas which we
generally have of a person's acting freely ; as for instance, if
a man performs any of the common actions of life, such as
walking, sitting, standing, reading, writing, &c. freely, he may
to bring about those

do

the contrary.

But

That there

a vast difference between
are arbitrary or indifferent, so
; and saying that indiflerency is essential to liberty ; for that which is essential to
an action must belong to every individual action of the same
kind.* Thus concerning their notion of liberty, whom we oppose.
But on the other hand, that which we acquiesce in, is, that
to this I answer,

is

many of the actions of life
that we might do the contrary

asserting, that

its essential property or nature, consists in a person's doing a
thing without being laid under a natural necessity to do it;f
or doing it of his own accord, without any force laid on him.:|:
Others express it by a person's doing a thing out of choice, as
iiaving the highest reason to determine him so to do.* This is
that notion of liberty which we cannot but approve of; and we
are now to shew,
(2.) How far the power of man's free-will may be extended,
with a particular view to the matter under our preseiit consideration. Here let it be observed,
1st, That the power of man's will extends itself to things
within its own sphere, and not above it ; all actions and powers of acting, are contained within certain limits, agreeable to
the nature and capacity of the agent. Creatures below man,
* IVe ffener ally say, that -.whatever is essential to a thititr, bdovgs to it as such.
.In J ilwrt in a knoiun rule in loific,
qiiateims ;ul omne valet coiisequcntia; G?id

A

the tiien

absurd

above

meiiticiii'd, r.ould neceisarily foUuv from it.
generally consider liberty as opposed to co-action : but
here 'Vi must distinguish between a nulural co-action and a moral one. /liberty is
not opposed to a mora! co-action, -luUich is very consis'ent with it. Thus an honest
man cannot allow himself in a vile action ; he is vniler a moral constraint to the centrary ; and yeX he abstains fror.i sin freely.
be'iever loves Christ freely, as the
apostle Paul certainly did; and yet, at the same time, he xias undffr the constraint of
t'le love of Christ ; as he himself expresses it, 2 Cor. V. 14.
\ This divines generally call spontaneity.
'
'J'his some call lubciuia rutioualis.

I In

cuiiterjiiences,

t/Us respect dix'ines

A
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cannot put forth rational actions and man cannot put iorth
supernatural actions, if he be not made partaker of a divine or
spiritual nature, a.i being endowed with a supernatural principle, such as that which is implanted in regeneration. Consider
him as an intelligent creature, and it is agreeable to his nature
to put forth free actions, under the conduct and direction of
the understanding ; but if we consider him a^ r<^newed, converted, or effectually called, and acting agreeably thereunto,
then he is under the influence of an higher principle, which I
call a divine nature^ according to the phrase which the apostle
uses, 2 Pet. i. 4. The former of these supposes no more than
the concourse of common providence, which at first gave, and
then maintains our reasoning faculties ; whereas the latter supposes, that we are under the influence of the Spirit ; whereby
we are enabled to act in a supernatural way, our natures being
renewed and disposed thereunto, in which we are not divested
of the liberty of our wills ; but they are improved and enabled
to do what before they were averse and disinclined to.
That man acts freely in those things which are agreeable to
his nature, as an intelligent creature, all will allow. Moreover,
we consider the understanding and will, as both concurring in
actions that are free, and that one of these is subservient to the
other; as for instance, we cannot be said to desire, delight in,
choose, or refuse a thing unless we have some idea of it, as an
object, M^hich we apprehend meet to be desired or rejected.
And if it be farther enquired. Whether the will has, in itself,
a power to follow the dictates of the understanding, in things
that are agreeable to our nature, and be generally disposed to
do it, unless biassed by the passions, inclining and determining
it another way ? This, I think, is not to be denied j but in our
present argument, v/e are to consider the will of man as conversant about things supernatural, and accordingly, must give
a different account of Christiau liberty, from that which is
merely human, as before described, Tlic Pelagians will allow
what has been said concerning the nature of liberty in general;
but the difference between us and them is, that we confine it
within its own sphere ; whereas they extend it farther, and apply it to regeneration, effectual calling, and conversion ; in
which resnect it discovers itself no othervrise than as enslaved
to, or a servant of sin;* and the powers and faculties of the
soul, with relation hereunto, are weakened by the prevalency
of corruption, so that we are not able to put forth those actions
which proceed from, and determine a person to be renewed in
the spirit of his mind; or to have put on the neiv viaji, which
:

fifter

God

Agiin,

is

created in righteousness and true holiness.
be farther enquired; whether the will necessar

if it

*

T7ii« i?--tf

^':r,;,';f5

cell

voluntas sery^.
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follows the dictates of the understanding, so that the grace
takes its first rise from thence ? that which I would
say in answer thereunto is, That the undei'standing, indeed, represents things spiritual and heavenly to us, as good and de-

f'lly

ofGod

gives us an unde; and
the motives used in scripture, to
choose and embrace them, are highly probable ; but yet it does
not follow from hence, that the will of man is always overcome thereby ;* and the reason is, because of that strong pro-

sirable,

and worthy of

niable conviction, that

all

acceptation

all

pensitv and inclination that there is in corrupt nature to sin,
which bids defiance to all those arguments and persuasions that
arc used to the contrary, till we are brought under the influence
of a supernatxiral principle, implanted in the soul in effectual
calling.

And

this leads us farther to enquire "Whether, supposing a
has this principle implanted in effectual calling, he then
acts freely ; or, what is the libeity of man's will, when internally moved and influenced by divine grace ? In answer to which,
>ve must consider, that special grace does not destroy, but improve the liberty of man's will when there is a new nature implanted in him, it discovers its energy, and makes a change in
all the powers and faculties of the soul ; there is a new light
r.liining in the understanding, vastly different from, and superior to that Vv'hich it had before; and it may truly be called,
The light of Ikfe^ John viii. 12. not only as it leads to eternal
and
but as it proceeds from a principle of spiritual life
life
this is what we generally catl saving knoxvledge ; as it is said,
This is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, ivhom thou hast sent, chap. xvii. 13.
Now this light in the understanding, being attended with power
in the will, it is hereby induced to comply with its dictates, not
barely as being prevailed on by rational arguments, but as there
is a divine power accompanying them ; it is not indeed prevailed on without arguments ; for the Spirit makes use of the word
to persuade, as well as to direct ; though we do not, with the
Pelagians, say, that the will is overcome only by arguments,
:

man

:

:

;

*

The queMion hehveen

im

and

the Pelogiana, is not whether the will sometimes

the dictates of the iiudemtanilitig, biil^ whether it ciUier ulnuii/a doen to? or,
if it be othi'i-i'ise, whether that which hindcru it doe.i not arise from a defect in these
//ictatcs of the understimdi7iif ? Jlccordivgbj theij rpeak of the dictates of the mider-

J'uI!o-::'S

stunding as practical, and not barely speculative, and with a particular application
to ourselves. Thry also consider the will as having bee/t before in some snspense ; but
that dictate of the iimkrstanding which it follows, is the last, after mature deliberation ; and it is snppnsed to have compared things together ; and tfiercfore presents a
t/iing, not only as good, but more eligible than any thing else, -wliich titcy call a con^parate dictate of the understanding ; and by this means the will is persuaded to a
compliance. But though this may be true in many in stance n that are natural ; yet
daily experience prm e.-. thai it dots not hddpood zvith peajiect to thirgg i/ivinf a:ul
fUperiuitiirnl.
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as though the victory was owing to our power of reasoning:
yet we freely own, that we act with judgment, and see the
highest reason for what we do we are enabled to use our rea:

soning powers indeed

but these are sanctified by the Spirit,
as well as the will renewed; and both concur together, in order to our receiving and improving the doctrines contained in
the gospel ; and the Spirit of God also removes those rooted
prejudices which we had entertained against the way of salva-*
tion by Christ
so that upon the whole, the gospel has its use,
as it directs and excites our faith : our reasoning powers and
faculties have their use also, as we take in, and are convinced,
by what is therein contained ; all this would be to no purpose,
if there were not a superior power determining the will to a
thorough compliance therewith.
do not deny that moral
suasion oftentimes has a tendency to incline a man to the performance of moral duties ; but it is what I rather choose to call
evangelical pcrsu.'ision, or the Spirit of God setting home ujxia
the heart and conscience, what is contained in the gospel, that
makes it effectual to salvation, (a) Thus concerning the na;

:

We

(a) The manners and mnxinis of the world accord with the inclinations of the
human mind, because they spring- from them tlie dispositions and tiie ptirsuits
of men a^-e at v.iriancc with tiie laws of God, the doctrines of
g^ospel, and the
practiceof tlie saints, this will appear by connparing Iheui. That the human mind
:

tli'='

should be brouijht to suV>mit to tlie relf-denial requisite to tlie character of a true
christian, its bins or bent must be changed. Because men are ui'jral agents, va rious motives are addressed to ti'-cni to indvice such chang-c, whfn not attended
they ag-gravate their guilt when they are followed by the change, which they
have a tendency to produce, those who yield are said to be " born of the word.'*
Were it not for the information we derive from the scriptures we sliould probably look no further than the proximate cause, and give man tlic g-lory but these
teach us, that the Spirit of God is always in such change, if it be real, the efficient cause " God sanctifies by the truth," he " opais the heart to attend" to the
word, and when any have learned from and been taught or dra^m by the Father
the}' come unto Christ they are therefore also in a higher sense horn of the Spirit.
liiis work of God immediately upon the mind, is possible to him, wlio formed,
sustains, and knows the secrets of the heart; if we are unconscious of our creation, support in existence, and the access of the Searcher of hearts to our minds,
we may be unconscious of his influence to change them. If this were sensible, it
might be a motive incompatible with the safety and moral government of beings»
to,

:

;

:

;

who at best, whilst here, are imperfectly holy.
The communication of the knowledge of saving truths immediately is unnecessary we have the sacred scriptures, which arc competent to make us wise
unto salvation. The inspiration anciently given, is distinct from the change of
:

might exist without,
therefore inferior to it.
It is not the sole effect of moral suasion, it is a work of the spirit not the letter, of power not the word
it is a birth, not by " blood, nor by the will of the
flesh, nor by the will of man, but of God," and those only " who are of God, hear,"
bias, or disposition necessary to a preparation for heaven,

and

is

:

believe,

and obey

This influence

his word.

sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, riches to the poor,
life to the dead. It is not incompatible with moral agency,
for the holy disposition is as free in its operation, as the former sinful inclinations
h^d been in theirs. Tlie necessity of it to salvation, is no excuse for the impejii
is

healtli to the sick,

and

^
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and extent of human liberty ; but inasmuch as this is not
to be assigned as that which renders the gospel-call effectual,
let it be farther considered,
III. That this is brouglit about by the almighty power of
God, as it is obstn-ved in this answer, that it is a work of God's
almighty power and grace this is that which enhances the ex-

^ure

:

all the works of common provihowever, when we say that it is a divine work, this is
hardly sufficient to distinguish it from what the Pelagians often
call it, by which they intend nothing more, than the powerful
Avork of God, as the God of nature and providence ; therefore
we must farther consider it as a work of divine power, exerting itself in a supernatural way and not only excluding the
agency of creatures, as bearing a part therein, but as opposed
to those works which are brought about by the moral influence of persuasive arguments, without any change wrought in
the will of man ; in this sense we understand effectual calling
to be a work of God's almighty power.
And that this may appear, let it be premised, that it is not
inconsistent with God's dealing with men as intelligent creatui-es, endowed with liberty of will, for him to exert this power,
since special providence, or efficacious grace, does no more destroy man's natural powers, by its internal influence, enabling
and exciting them to do what is supernaturally good, than common providence's being conversant about the free actions of
men, makes them cease to be free ; only the former exerts itself in a different and superior way, producing effects much
more glorious and excellent.
This being supposed, we shall, without pretending fully to

cellency and glory of

dence

it,

above

:

-explain the

known by

manner of the divine agency, which

its effects,

is

principally

endeavour to shew,

1. That effectual calling is, in a way of eminency, the work
of divine power as distinguished from other works, which are,
in their kind, the effects of power in a natural way.
shall also observe what effects-are produced thereby,
2.

We

and

in

what order.

Consider it, as it is, in a peculiar manner, attributed to
the Spirit of God ; and also shew, that it is a wonderful in3.

.stance

of his grace.

rent grace is not necessary to tlie vindication of Divine justice the preponderancy of inclinations to evil is tlie essence of, not an apolojiy for s;ii. It is very
strange if, because a man is so intent upon sinning that nolhing can change him
but the almighty power of the Divine Spirit, he is on this very account innocent
It does not render tiie preaciiing of the word unnecessary, for besides that it is
'-ommanded, and important to call men to repentance and faitli, when the grace
iias been given, God also usually accompanies his ordinances with his Spirit's in^
fluences, and seems in most cases, to direct in his providence the blessings «!
/.'i^ rrtstT'jc'.'ii^T'i to tbo«r whotn It" r»»f<?cf> the ^'ib^f^^ts of h':? oTirf;

—

:

;

4d
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shall consider this divine power as irresistible, and
4.
consequently such as cannot but be effectual to produce what
is designed to be brought about thereby.
And,
5. Speak something concerning the season in which this i^
done, which is called God's accepted time.
1. Effectual calling is eminently a work of divine power; for
the proof hereof, we have not only many express texts of scripture that sufficiently establish it, but we may appeal to the experience of those who are made partakers of this grace. If they
compare their former and present state together, they m,ay easily perceive in themselves, that there is such a change wrought
in them, as is contrary to the inclinations of corrupt nature
whereby the stubbornness and obstinacy of their wills have been
subdued, and such effects produced in them, as they never experienced before ; and the manner of their production, as well
as the consequences thereof, give them a proof of the agency
of God herein, and the glory of his power exerted, so that they
who deny it must be unacquainted with themselves, or not duly
observe that which carries its own evidence with it. (a)

(a) " I have seen it objected, that to suppose a change effected in the heart of
man, otherwise than by the power of moral means, is palpably absurd as implying an evident impossibility in the nature of things. It has been said, by a divine
of advanced age, and good sense ; " The moral change of the mind in regeneration, is of an essentially different kind from the mechanical change of the body,
when that is raised from the dead a^id must be efftjcted by the exertion of a different kind of power. Each effect requires a power suited to its nature and the
power proper for one can never produce the other. To argue from one to the
;

;

:

other of these effects, as the apostle has been misunderstood to do, in Eph. i. 20,
The Spirit of God is possessed of these two
is therefore idle and impertinent.'
kinds of power, and exerts the one or the otber, accordingly as he wills to produce a change of the moral or physical kind, in moral beings or inanimate mat-

—

ter."

But

to this philosophical objection, however plausible and unanswerable it
appear, I think the reply of our Saviour to the difficulty started by the Sadducees, respecting the resurrection and a future state, is neither idl^ nor impertinent " Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God." The
Almighty is not limited, as men are, to these two modes of operation, by moral
and mechanical means. The Spirit of God is possessed of a power of working in
a manner different from either of these that is, supernaturally. The means by
which effects are brought to pass in a natural way, must indeed be different according to the nature of those effi^cts, and of the subjects on which the operations are performed but when once we admit the idea of a work properly supernatural an effeot produced not by the power of any means at all, we instantly
lose sight of all distinctions in the kind of power, or manner of working, adapted
to things of different natures. When God, by his omnipotent word aloce, called
all nature mto being at first, are we to suppose that he exerted different powers,
accsrding to the natures of the things designed to be created and that the po ivAre
er proper to create inanimate matter, could never create a thinking miiid
we to conceive that angels and the souls of men were persuaded mto being, by
arguments and motives; and that the material world wa.s tbrccJ out of nothingj
by the power of attraction So, in regard to quickening the dead, are we to ini;;gine that God can give new life to a soul dead in sin, only by moral suasion and
that, if h'i 'TJU reantmate bod:p; which, bare sl-^-pt thou:and.s of yeal-:^ in \.\ic dust

may

:

;

;

:

—

;

i

!

;
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But

Ave sluill principally take

4i

our proofs from scripture, in

we have an account of the beginning of this work, which
styled the new birth wherein we are said to be made /;«;/«-

vvhich
is

;

kcrs of the divine nature., 2 Pet. i. 4. that is, a nature that is
produced by divine power: and we are said to be born., not of
bloody fior of the uiill of the fleshy nor of the xvUl of man ^ but of
God^ John i. 13. And the gospel, which is the instrument that
he makes use of in calling effectually, is styled. The rod of hin
itrcn^th., Psal. ex. 2. tiie effect thereof, ascribed to the revclaarni^ Isa. liii. 1. the season in which this is done, \\
The daij of his poiver^ Psal. ex. 3. and it is, by a metony my, called. His power 1 Cor. i. 18. Rom. i. 16. The cros^
of Christ is also, when preached, and made effectual for the
t'ton

of his

callccl,

^

answering this valuable end, styled. The poiver of God^ 1 Cor,
i. 24.
Moreover, the progress of this v.ork is ascribed to tho
power of God^ 1 Thess. i. 5. it is this that keeps those who aneffectually called through faith unto salvation^ 1 Pet. i. 5. And
that this power mav appear to be extraordinary, the apostle
uses an uncommon emphasis of expression, when he calls it.
The exeeedin(( greatness of his poxver^ and, the xvorking of hi^
mightij poxuer., Eph. 1. 19,20. which words* can hardly bo
translated without losing something of their force and beaut} ;
and, indeed, there is not an expression used in scripture, t,^
signify the cffjcacy of divine power, that exceeds, or, I ina\say, that equals them. And that it may appear more strong,
the apostle, in the following words, represents it as being no
less than that poxver xvhich xvrought in Christ., xvhcn Gad raised
him from the dead.
And to all this let me add, that something to the same pwr
pose may be inferred from those metaphorical expressions, by
which it is set forth, as it is called a creation : thus, when we
are made partakers of this privilege, we are said to be created

and true holiness., Eph, iv. 24. And the apos
seems to compare this with the creation of man at iirst, alter the image of God, wliich consisted principally in righteous-

in righteousness
tie

of the carlli, he has no other way to do it tlian hy a p]iysic;il operation 'I'hc
*}0(ly of Christ was raised to lUV, 1 shouUl stippose, not by any mcrlianical jinwrr,
')iit sitpcniaturally.
In this manner (iod always works, when lie quickeneth \V.n
dead, and cailetJi tliiiijs tl);!t arc not, as tliouj,''h they were. And what abstirdiu
•~an there be in siipposint; ILin able to pivc a ncx p:-incj]5ic of action, as Wfll ii-;
'o ['•ive existence to any tliinij else, in tliis immediate manner?
home somul and sensible divine>, it r.insl be granted, in order to {juard asfiiir.it
he notion of rcjjeiieration's being efFccted ijy moral suasion, have called it a
physical work, and a i)hysi<-al change; but very needlessly, I apprehend, an',
with very evident Impioprlety. The chang'^ is moral th^ work produclr.f^- \ .\
iieitlier mural nor pliy^ical
Init supernatuva!.'*
!

•

;

;

Tin.

Vol.

iir.

F
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ness and true holiness, and accordingly considers this image as
when a principle of grace is implanted, whereby we
are again disposed to the exercise of righteousness and holiness and elsewhere he says, We are his workmanships created
in Christ Jesus unto good works, that we should walk in them^
chap. ii. 16. where he supposes, that this creating power must
be exerted before we can put forth good works ; and therefore
it can be nothing less than the power of God; and it would
not have been styled a creation, if it had not been a supernatural work, and therefore it is, in that respect, more glorious
than many other eifects of the divine power.
It is also styled, a resurrection from the dead: thus the aposrestored,

:

says, Tou hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins, chap. ii. 1, 5. in this respect it certainly exceeds the
power of men. A physician, by his skill, may mend a crazy

tle

constitution, or recover

it

from the confines of death

;

but, to

raise the dead, exceeds the limits of finite power. This mode
of speakmg our Saviour makes use of to signify the conversion

or effectual call of sinners, when he says. The hour is coming;
and noxv is, xvhen the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God; and they that hear shall live, John v. 25. He had, in the
foregoing verse been speaking of their having eternal life, and
not coming into co?idemnation, ajid being passed fro7n death to
life, who hear his words and believe ; and then it follows, that
the hour is coining, that is, the time is near at hand, to wit,
when the Spirit shall be poured forth, and the gospel-dispepsation be begvm, and it noxv is, in some degree, namely, in those
who were converted by his ministry, xvhen the dead shall hear
his voice a?id live, or pass from a state of spiritual death to life,
as a n. ^ns for their attaining eternal life. This is much more
agreeable to the context, than to conclude, as some do, to evade
the force of this argument ; that our Saviour speaks concerning some who were then, or should hereafter be raised from
the dead, in a miraculous manner; which, they suppose, contains the sense of the words, now is, and that the hour is coming, refers to the general resurrection ; but this seems not to
be the sense of the text ; because our Saviour supposes them,
in a following verse, to be astonished at this doctrine ; as
though it was too great an instance of power for him to implant
.

a principle of spiritual life in dead sinners ; and therefore he
proves his assertion from his raising the dead at the last day
Marvel not, for the hour is conning, that is, at the end of the
world, xvhen all that are in their graves shall hear his voice,
John V. 28. This cannot well agree with the sense before given,
of Christ's raising the dead, as referring to the general resurrection ; for that would be to answer their objection, or put
a stop to their wonder at what he had said concerning it, by
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asserting the same thing in other words; whereas, if you suppose the dead's fiearmg his votce^ to imply a spiritual resurrection ; and the dead raised out of their graves^ to be an argument to convince them that his power was sufficient to bringabout this great effect ; there is much more beauty in the expression, and strength in the z-easoning, than to take it other-

wise.

This is so plain a proof of the argument, we are endeavouring to defend, that nothing farther need be added howevej-, I
cannot but mention another scripture, in which our Saviour
says, that no one can come to him^ except the Father draw him^
chap. vi. 44. where Christ, by coming to him, does not mean
attending on his ministry, which did not require any power to
induce them to it but believing on him, so as to have everlasting life, in which sense, coming to hi?n, is often taken in the
gospels, ver. 47. and this is the immediate consequence cf ef:

',

fectual calling.

thus come

to

Now

when our Saviour
drawn by

him, without being

says, that

none can

the Father, we may
is said in a following

understand what he means here, by what
verse, namely, their being taught of God, and having heard and
learned of the Father, ver. 45. such, says he, Come unto me.
Now this teaching certainly implies more than giving a rule of
faith contained in divine revelation, for Christ is not here proving the necessity of divine revelation, as elsewhere ; but is
speaking concerning the saving efficacy thereof; and none can
deny that many have been objectively taught, and instructed
by the word, who have not come to Christ, or believed in him
to everlasting life
to

which he

refers

words are

:

the

;

who intimate,

a quotation

from the prophets,

that they should be all taught

of God ; -wYnch. certainly implies more than an objective teaching and instructing; for in this sense, they, having divine revelation, were always taught of God and it is a special privilege,
which the prophet Isr.iah mentions, when he foretels this matter, as appears by his connecting it with that great peace which
they should have, or the confluence of saving blessings, which
should attend i% Isa. liv. 13. And the prophet Jeremiah, who
speaks to the same purpose, says. They shall teach no more
every man his neighbour, and every ma7i his brother, sayings
knoxu the Lord ; for they shall all knorv me from the least of
:

them, even to the greatest, Jer. xxxi. 2,3, 34. that is, they shall
not only have an objective revelation, or that which some call
moral suasion • but this shall be made effectual to their salvavation ; and in order thereunto, God promises that he would
put his hnv in the inward part, and write it iii the heart ; and
elsewhere, to give them a nnu heart, and to put a nexu spirit
within them, and hereby to cause them to Tvalk in his statutes^
Fz/^k. xxxvi. 26.
So that it is not barelv a rcctifving some
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mistakes which they Avere liable to
but producing in therii
r^omething, which they had not before ; not building upon the
old foundation, but laying a new one, and so working a change
in the powers and faculties of the soul ;"and as they were belore, obdurate and hardened in &in, he promises to take axvay
the heart of stone ^ and give them an heart ofjicsh ; and by his
xvord^ which is compared to an hammer^ to break the rock in
pieces^ Jer. xxiii. 29.
This is certainly a work of power but
that it is so, will farther appear from what follows, in considering the work itself; which leads us to shew,
2, What effects are produced by the power of Godj when
\\^(t are thus called.
(l.) The first step that he is pleased to take in this work, is
in his implanting a principle of spiritual life and grace, which
is absolutely necessary for our attaining to, or receiving advantage by the er^tetnal call of the gospel ; this is generally styled
legeneration, or the new birth; or, as in the scripture but now
referred to, a nexv heart.
If it be enquired. What we are to understand by this princianswer, that since principles are only known by the
ple ?
< ffects which they produce ; springs of acting, by the actions
themselves, we must be content with this description; that it
IS something wrought in the heart of man, whereby he is ha;

;

We

bitually

and prevailingly biassed and inclined

to

what

is

good

:

so that by virtue hereof, he freely, readily, and willingly chooses
those things which tend to the glory of God ; and refuses, abhors, and flees from what is contrary thereunto ; and, as this
more immediately affects the understanding, whereby it is enabled to discern the things which God reveals in the gospel in

a spiritual way, it is styled, his shining in the hearty 2 Cor. iv.
6. to give us the light o^ the knoxuledge of his glorify or, his
giving an eye to secy and an ear to hear^ Deut. xxix. 4» As it
respects the will, it contairis in k a power, whereby it is disposed and enabled to yield the obedience of faith, to whatever
viod is pleased to reveal to us as a rule of dutVy so that we are
laade willing in the day of his power ; and, as it respects the
affections^ tliey are all inclined to run in a right channel, to deiilre, delight and rejoice in every thing that is pleasing to God,
and flee from every thing that is provoking to him. This is that
whereby a dead sinner is made alive, and so enabled to put
iorth living actions.

Concerning tliis principle of gface let it be observed, that it
infused and not acquired. The first principle or spring of
gooil ;Ktic-vis, mav, with equal reason, be supposed to be infuicd into Ufr, as ChristianSy as it is undoubtedly tyue, that the
Ijtinciplc of reasoning is infused into us as iiien i none ever

•>r)

»«Trpojcd that the

Hiilurivl

power of reasoning

nftay

be acquired,

:
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fchough a greater facility or degree thereof is gradually attain; so that power, whereby Ave are enabled to put forth supernatural acts of grace, must be supposed to be implanted in us ;

ed

which, were it acquired, we could not, properly speaking, be
said to be born of God.
l-'rom hence I am obliged to infer, that the regenerating act,
or implanting this principle (fi) of grace, which is, at least, in
order of nature, antecedent to any act of grace, put forth by
us, is the immediate effect of the power of God, which none
who speak of regeneration as a divine work, pretend to deny
The change

(u)

in

regeneration has been often called the communication of

a pfinciple of spiritual life. It is described as life, in the scriptures. Sensible objects make no impressions on dead bodies, because insensible and those, who
receive no impressions from divine truths, but remain unaffected by the charms
;

of holiness, are figuratively denominated dead. Life being the opposite of death,
such as arc sensible of tiie Divine excellencies, and receive the impressions which
i«ligious truths are calculated to make, may, in the same manner, be termed
living. Such also are called spiritual, because this holy activity is communicated
by the Spirit of God. " You^Klth he quickened ;" and, because it has for its object the things which have been revealed by the Hoiy Spirit.
These terms are derived from tl>e scriptures, but the word principle is destitute of saicii support. It is found in the Epistle to the Hebrews : there tt is used
for those liiiidamcntal doctrines, which are the beginnings of the doctrine of the
gospel but this is not the meaning of the term in the above description. This
thaiige is the immediate work of God, and not the communication of some operative axiom of truth. There are natural principles of action as habit, affection,
uad passion and tliere are moral as sense of duty, fear of God, and love of holiness. Tiicse are all termed principles, because they excite to action, and so are
the beginnings, or causes of it. But it is scarcely in this sense, that the term
principle is used in the deserlption of regeneration
for it is said to be communicated, ai\d so must mean something distinct from, and the effect of the work
of the Spirit. Accordingly it has been called " a hxed impression of some spi •
ritual truth upon the heart." Bat there is no truth, or otlier motive, sufficient to
prevail against the obdufucy of the unrenewed heart
or to become a principle
iif action to a soul dead in sin. \V iKitever that is in fallen man, which repels such
motives, and prevents their infliKince until some more worthy motive is tlirown
into the .scule, it is tlie work of the Spirit to remove it, and to give the soul aii
:tctivity towards holy thi7>gs. No intervention 6f mediate causes seems necessary the Spirit of God is the agent; the soul of tlie man is the subject of influ(.ncc
and He is said to open tfie hearty to give a neia heart, to create auev), to enlighten the mind in the knoivledge of the truth, to work in us to will and to do, or to
give sight to (he blind, and hearing to the deaf. From such scriptvu-al expressions
it may be gathered that sight, knowledge, new dispositions, and a change of infclinutions, are the effects of regeiK-ration, and not tlje thing itself.
^
'Jhis cliange is more Important than all the gifts of providence, if man therefore be tlie authoP of it, he is his own greatest benefactor, and must have the
highest glory. If the Holy Spirit acts no otherwise on the human soul, than Ly
addressing mollTcs, angelic natures d& also this ajid no more power is ascribed
lo the Searcher of hearts, than to them. Then also it will follow, that all professing christians are of the same kind and that it was improperly said, tliat they
'* were not of us,"^ v.'ho afterwards have " departed from us." Then also tJie advice to tiiose will) are in the visible church " to examine," and " prove them-'
selves," whetlior Christ be " in them," is without meaning, or utility
because
;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

the thing to be intjuired fur is notorious, tliat is, their visible profession. And to
lie born again," is but " to see the" visible " kingdom** of Christ
and SO tb«

*•

:

prypyj^it'yan

spoken to Nicodcmus was menely

identical.
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and therefore, I cannot but conclude, that it is wrought in u^
without the instrumentality of the word, or any of the ordinary means of grace my reason for it is this ; because it is necessary, from the nature of the thing, to our receiving, improving, or reaping any saving advantage by the word, that the
Spirit should produce the principle of faith ; and to say, that
this is done by the word, is in effect, to assert that the word
produces the principle, and the principle gives efficacy to the
word ; which seems to me little less than arguing in a circle.
The word cannot profit, unless it be mixed with faith ; and
faith cannot be put forth, unless it proceeds from a principle of
grace implanted ; therefore this principle of grace is not produced by it : we may as well suppose, that the presenting a
beautiful picture before a man that is blind, can enable him to
see ; or the violent motion of a withered hand, produce strength
for action, as we can suppose that the presenting the word in
an objective way, is the instrument whereby God produces that
internal principle, by which we are enabled to embrace it. Neither would this so well agree with the idea of its being a new
creature, or our being created unto good works ; for then it
ought rather to be said, we are created by faith, which is a
good work this is, in effect, to say, that the principle of grace
is produced by the instrumentality of that which supposes its
being implanted, and is the result and consequence thereof.
:

:

am

I

sorry that I

am obliged,

in this assertion, to appear, at

oppose what has been maintained by many divines of
great worth; who have, in all other respects, explained the
doctrine of regeneration, agreeably to the mind and will of God,
and the analogy of faith.* It may be, the principal difference
between this explication and theirs is, that they speak of releast, to

generation in a large sense, as including in it, not barely the
implanting the principle, but the exciting it, and do not sufficiently distinguish between the principle, as implanted and de-

duced into act ; for, I readily own, that the latter is by the instrumentality of the word, though I cannot think the former
so; or, it may be, they consider the principle as exerted;
whereas I consider it as created, or wrought in us ; and therefoi-e can no more conclude, that the new creation is wrought
by an instrument, than I can, that the first creation of all things
jvas.

And I am ready to conjecture, that that which leads many
divines into this way of thinking, is the sense in which they
understand the words of the apostle; Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible ^ by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever, 1 Pet. i. 23. and elsewhere, Of his
eivn will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should br
* See Charnoch, Vol.

ILpa^e 220,

221, i^c.

and

Cole on Regeneration.

;
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n k'md of rst-fni'its of his creatures^ James i. 16. Whereas
this does not so much respect the implanting the principle of
grace, as it does our being enabled to act from that principle ;
and it is as though he should say, he hath made us believers,
or induced us to love and obey him by the word of truth, which
supposes a principle of grace to have been implanted otherwise the word of truth would never have produced these effects.
Regeneration may be taken, not only for our being made alive
to God, or created unto good works, but for our putting forth
living actions, proceeding from that principle which is implanted in the soul. I am far from denying, that faith, and all other
graces, are wrought in us by the instrumentality of the word
and it is in this sense that some, who treat on this subject, explain their sentiments, when they speak of being born again by
therefore I persuade myself, that I differ from them
the word
only in the acceptation of words, and not in the main substance
of the doctrine they maintain.*
(2.) The principle of grace being implanted, the acts of grace
in those who are adult, immediately ensue ; which implies a
change of our behaviour, a renovation of our lives and actions ;
which may properly be called conversion.
Having explained what we mean by regeneration, imder our
:

:

head, it is necessary, in this, to consider how it differs from
conversion ; in which 1 shall take leave to transcribe a few passages from that excellent divine, but now mentioned. " Re" generation is a spiritual change ; conversion is a spiritual
" motion ; in regeneration there is a power conferred ; con*' version is the exercise of this power
;
in regeneration there
" is given us a principle to turn; conversion is our actual
" turning in the covenant, the new heart, and God's put" ting the Spirit into them, is distinguished from their walk*' ing in his statutes, from the first
step we take, in the way
" of God, and is set down as the cause of our motion : in
" renewing us, God, gives us a pbwer in converting us, he
" excites that power. Men are naturally dead, and have a
" stone upon them ; regeneration is a rolling away the stone
last

:

,*

" from the heart, and a raising to newness of
" conversion

"
"
"
"

life

;

and then

natural to a regenerate man, as motion
is to a lively body, a principle of activity v/ill produce action. The first reviving us is wholly the act of God, without
any concurrence of the creature ; but, after we are revived,
we do actively and voluntarily live in his sight. Regenerais

as

See Charnnck, Vol II. parre '!?% who upeakiv^ concerning its bei/i^ an instrubit God, for this pnrpoxe, sayg^ That God hath made a
combination
iettceen hearing' and believinr ; so thai btiieving- comes not -unthovt hearincr, and
hence,
that
the
lohereas he infers from
pnncipit of grace is implnnted, by hearing and
believing the -word, he must be supposed to U),d,:rstand it, co/uerning the
principle de*

ment, appointed

diieedintt act,

and

not his unpluntir.g ihe principle itsef

'
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" tion is the motion of God in the creature ; conversion is the
" motion of the creature to God, by virtue of that first princi" pie ; from this principle all the acts of believing, repenting,
" mortifying, quickening, do spring. In all these a man is ac" tive ; in the other, he is merely passive,"* This is what we
may call the second step, which God takes in effectual calling
and it is brought about by the instrumentality of the word.
The word before this, was preached to little or no purpose ; or,
it may be, was despised, rejected, and disregarded
but nov/
a man is enabled to see a beauty, and a glory in it, all the powers and faculties of the soul, being under the influence of that
spiritual life implanted in regeneration, and inclined to yield a
ready and cheerful obedience to it ; and this work is gradual
and progressive ; and as such, it is called the work of sanctification ; of which more under a following answer,! and is attended with repentance unto life, and all other graces that accompany salvation ; and in this respect we are drawn to Christ
by his word and Spirit, or by his Spirit making use of his word,
our minds savingly enlightened, our wills renewed, and determined to what is good, so that hereby we are made willing and
able freely to answer the call of God, and to accept of, and embrace the grace offered and conveyed therein as it is expressed
in the answer we arc explaining.
The first thing in which that change, which is wrought in ef;

j

fectual calling, manifests itself is, in our understandings' being
enlightened to receive the truths revealed to us in the word of

God

;

light

;

and accordingly we see things with a new and different
behold a greater beauty, excellency and glory in divine

did before we are also led into ourselves,
and misery, concluding oiu'selves, by
nature, to be in a lost and undone condition ; and then the soul
sees the glory of Christ, the greatness of his love, who came to
seek and save those that were lost, who is now precious to him,
as he is said to be to them that believe ; and pursuant hereunto the will, being determined, or enabled so to do, by the
Spirit of God exciting the principle of grace, which he had implanted, accepts of him on his own terms ; the affections all
centre in, and desire to derive all spiritual blessings from him^
Thus the work of grace is begun in effectual calling, which is
afterwards carried on in sanctification.
And inasmuch as we are considering the beginning of the
work of grace in effectual calling, I cannot but take notice of
a question, which frequently occurs vmder this head, namely.
Whether man, in the first moment thereof, viz. in regeneration, be merely passive, though active in every thing that foU
lows after it ? This we cannot but affirm, not only against the
things, than ever

we

and convinced of

S';e C'iar?iock

:

sin

on Rp^eneration, Vol.

II-

pap e 70,

T\.

t

'-'^ Q.ucst.

\xx\

;
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Pelagians, but others, whose method of treating the doctrine of
divine grace, seems to agree with theirs. And here, that we
may obviate a popuhir objection, usually brought against our
assertion, as though hereby we argued, that God dealt with
men as though they were macliines, and not endowed with
understanding or will let it be observed ; that we consider the
subjects of this grace no otherwise than as intelligent creatures,
capable of being externally excited and disposed to what is
good ; or else God would never work this principle in them.
Nor do we suppose, however men are said to be passive in the
iirst moment in which this principle is implanted, that they are
so afterwards, but are enabled to act under the divine influence ; even as when the soul of Adam was created at first, it
could not be said to be active in its own creation, and in the
implanting those powers which were concreate with it ; yet it
was active, or those powers exerted themselves immediately
after it was created. This is the state of the question we are
now debating ; and therefore we cannot but maintain, that men
do not concur to the implanting the principle of grace; for
then they would be active in being created unto good works
Nvhich are the result, and not the cause of that power which is
infused into them, in order thereunto.
This is sufficiently evident, not only from the impotency of
corrupt nature, as to what is good, but its utter averseness
thereunto, and from the work's being truly and properly divine ; or (as has been before observed) the effect of almighty
power. This is not a controversy of late date ; but has been
cither defended or opposed, ever since Augustine's and Pelagius's time. Many volumes have been written concerning the
aids and assistances of divine grace in the work of conversion.
The School-men were divided in their sentiments about it, as
they adhered to, or receded from Augustine's doctrine both
aides seem to allow that the grace of God affords some assistance hereunto ; but the main thing in debate, is, Whether the
grace of God only bears one part in this work, and the will of
man the other ; like two persons lifting at the same burden, and
carrying it between them. Some have allowed the divine concourse as necessary hereunto, who yet have not been willing to
own that man bears no part in this work ; or, that it is God that
luorks in us^ both to tvill and to do of his own good pleasure^
Phil. ii. 13. which, the apostle asserts in so plain terms, that
the most known sense thereof, cannot well be evaded ; and, indeed, were it otherwise, it could hardly be said, that roe are
iiot suffcicnt of ourselves^ to think any thing as of ourselves ;
which, though it be immediately applied to ministers, is certainly, by a parity of reason, applicable to all Christians, 2 Cor.
iii. 5. nor would it be, in all respects, true, that we are torn cf
:

Vol.

Iir.
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who before were dead in sin, arc raised to a
made, with respect to the principle of spiritual
actions, new creatures ; all which is done in regeneration, (a)
We might also take occasion, under this head, to observe,
what we often meet with in practical discourses and sermons,
concerning preparatory works, or previous dispositions, which
faciliate and lead to the work of conversion. Some assert, that
we must do what we can, and by using our reasoning powers
and faculties, endeavour to convert, or turn ourselves, and then
God will do the rest, or finish the work which we have begun :
and here many things are often considered as the steps which
God;

oi% that

we,

spiritual life, or

jnen

may

take in the reformation of their lives, the abstaining

from gross enormities, which they may have been guilty

of,

(a) When It is said " no man can come vnto me, except the Father ivho hath sent
me, draio /urn," the negation must be understood as expressive oi' 77ioral impotencv, and as if it had been said " ye luiU not come unto me that ye might have life!'"
but nevertheless as direct proof of the absolute necessity of divine grace to the
salvation of every person who is saved. That the aid is not merely necessary to
the understanding is evident from the guilt of unregeneracy, and from the supposition of the Saviour whose reproof implies that it was the carnality of the hear'.
which created tiie impotency to come unto or believe on him.
The propriety of exhortations to turn, repent, believe, and work out our own
salvation, is obvious because such impotency is chiefly an aversion of lieart. When
such motives are ineffectual, they prove the inveteracy of the opposition to God,
and argue the greater guilt. They are no evidence that grace is unnecessary, because they have an important effect in the change of the man's views, and pursuits, when the Spirit of God has " opened the heart" to receive the necessary impressions and because these motives are rendered effectual by the Divine Spirit.
He grants us repentance, turns us, helps our unbelief, strengthens our faith,
and works in us both to will and to do of his own good pleasui-e.
Because it is charged upon the evil that they " resist" the grace of God, and
therefore his Spirit will not always " strive" with men, it by no means follows,
that the success of grace depends merely upon our yielding; as often as men
yield to the strivings of the Spirit, a victory is obtained; for the carnal heart inwe are " made willing in a day of his powclines to evil imtil subdued by him
er." Were ic otherwise the glory of man's salvation would belong to himself, at
least in part but the language of the believer is " not unto us, O Lord, not unto
us, but unto thy name, be the glory given." Nor is there any need to suppose man's
salvation thus imputable to himself in order that the evil may be charged witli
the blame of his destruction ; for nothing excludes him but his own evil heart,
;

;

:

;

and

this

is

his sin.

does not result that the man, who is thus " made willing," is in such manner constrained as that his holiness, being the effect of compulsion, possesses no
moral beauty because he acts as freely as the evil man does and even more so,
for the latter is a slave to his preponderating evil inclinations. The believer
chooses holiness, and though he has nothing to boast of before God, his good
works may well justify him before men.
If it be yet objected, that this is a discouraging representation of the way of
obtaining happiness it may be answered, that it can discourage only those, who
wish for happiness, at the same time that they more strongly incline to sensuality and such ought to be discouraged in their vain expectations but it is highly
consolatory to such as prefer holiness and heaven for it not only discovers to
them, that God has wrought in them to will and to do, but that he is engaged
for them, and will accomplish their salvation.
It

;

;

;

:

;

;

;
:
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thinking on their ways, and observing the tendency of their
present course of life, and setting before themselves those pro})er arguments that may induce them to repent and believe
and then they may be said to have prepared themselves for the
grace of God, so that it will ensue hereupon. And if there be
any thing remaining, which is out of their power, God has engaged to succeed their endeavours, so that he will bring them
into a state of regeneration and conversion.
This method of accounting for the work of grace, is liable
to many exceptions, particularly as it supposes man to be the
first mover in his own conversion, and the divine energy to be
dependent upon our conduct ; the contrary to which, is not only agreeable to scripture, but the divine perfections ; as well as
to the doctrine we have been maintaining, concerning effectual
calling's, being a divine work in the most proper sense thereof.
But that we may impartially consider this matter, and set, what
some call a preparatory work, in a just light, let it be observed,
1. That these preparatory works must either be considered
as good in all those circumstances that are necessary to denominate them good, and particularly they must proceed from a
good principle, that is to say, a principle of regeneration ; or
else they are only such works as are materially good, such
many perform who are never brought into a state of conversion ; or if, on the other hand, they are supposed to proceed
from such a principle, then they are not, from the nature of
the thing, works preparatory to the first grace, but rather con*
sequent upon it.
2. It is one thing for us to assert, that it is our duty to perform all those works .which some call preparatory, for conversion ; such as meditation, attendance on the ordinances, duly
weighing those arguments, or motives, that should lead us to
repentance, and the exercise of all other graces ; and another
thing to say, that every one who performs these duties, shall
certainly have regenerating grace ; or, it is one thing to apply
ourselves to the performance of those duties, as far as it is in
our own power, and, at the same time, to wait, pray, and hope
for success to attend them ; and another thing to assert, that it
shall always attend them, as though God had laid himself under an obligation to give special grace to those, who, in this
respect, improve that which is common, the contrary whereunto may be observed in many instances. And \vhen we have
done all, we must conclude, that the grace of God, if he is
pleased to give success to our endeavours, is free and sovereign.
3. They who say. That if we do all we can, God will do the
rest, advance very little to support their argument, since there
is no one who can pretend that he has done what he could
and may we not farther suppose, that God, in a judicial v.ay.
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as punishing us for the many sins we commit, may deny this
success : therefore, how can it be said, that it will necessarily
ensue.
4. When we perform any of those duties, which some call
preparatory to conversion, these are to be considered as the.
Spirit's preparing his own way thereby, rather than corrupt nature's preparing itself for grace.
are far from denying
that there is a beautiful order in the divine dispensations ; the
Spirit of God first convinces of sin, and then shews the convinced sinner where his help is to be had ; and enables him to
close with Christ by faith. He first shews the soul its own corruption and nothingness, and then leads him to see Christ's
fulness ; or that all his salvatioh is reposed in his hands, and
enables him to believe in him to the saving the soul ; one of
these works, indeed, prepares the way for the other nevertheless, none of them can be said to prepare the way for regeneration, which is the work of the Spirit of God ; and without it,
no other can be said to be a saving work.

We

:

objected, that there are several scriptures which
common grace, as being preparatory for special. Thus the scribe, mentioned in the gospel, who expressed
himself discreetly^ in asserting, that to love God zuitk all the
hearty and rvith all the tmderstandhig^ soid^ and strength ; and
Object. It

seem

is

to speak of

our neighbour as ourselves^ is better than all xvhole bu ntand sacrijices is said nottoht, far from the kingdom
ofGody Mark xii. 34. And elsewhere, we are exhorted to ask^
and a promise is annexed thereunto, that it shall be given us^
to seek and we shall find^ Matt. vii. 7. And in another place,
to turn at God^s reproof and he ruill pour out his Spirit unto
us, a7id jnake known his xiwrds unto us, Prov. i. 25. And several other scriptures, in which super-added grace is connected
with duty enjoined, which duty is supposed to be in our own
power, and to be preparatory for it.
Ansxv, (1.) As to the first of these scriptures, in which our
Saviour tells the scribe, that he was not far from the kingdom
of God; he intends nothing else hereby, but that the profession
he made, which he calls, his atiswering discreetly, v/as not very
remote from that which was made by them, who were the subjects of his kingdom
it was the doctrine he mentions, that
Christ commends ; and therefore it must not be inferred from
hence, that he had regard to his state, as though his inward
temper of mind, or moral conduct of life, was such as more
immediately disposed him for a state of grace, so that he was,
at the same time, hovering between a state of unregencracy
r^nd conversion.
(2.) As for that instance, in which persons are supposed to
prepare themselves for that grace v,^hich God gives in answer
to love

offerings

y

:
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by performing that duty, as though he had obliged
himself to give whatever they ask for, rehiting to their own
salvation ; this cannot be the sense of the scripture but now
mentioned, or any other, to the like purpose ; unless it be understood of the praver of faith, under tlie influence of the Holy
Spirit ; but this supposes regenerating grace ; and therefore it
is foreign to the argument, in which man is considered as preparing himself for the grace of God, and not as expecting farther degrees of grace, upon his being inclined, by the Spirit
of God, to seek them.
(3.) As for the other instance in the objection, relating to
God's engaging to g-ivc the Spirit^ and to make known his words
to those that turn at his reproof; this, I conceive, contains in
it nothing else but a promise of the Spirit, to carry on the work
of grace, in all those in whom it is begun. Though turmng\ in
scripture, be sometimes taken for external reformation, which
yet, whenis in our own power, as it is our indispensable duty
ever a promise of saving blessings is annexed to it, as in this
scripture, it is to be understood as denoting the grace of repentance. And if it be said, that this is God's gift, and therefore cannot be the subject of an exhortation, it may be replied
hereunto ; that saving grace is often represented, in scripture,
as our act, or dut}', in order to the performance whereof we
ought to say, as the church is presented speaking. Turn thou.
7}ie, and I shall be turned^ Jer. xxxi. 18. that is, I shall return
unto thee ivith my xvhole hearty and not feignedhj^ chap. iii. 10.
The same reply might be given to their sense ot several other
scriptures brought to maintain the doctrine of preparatory
works, performed by us, as necessarily inferring our obtaining
the special grace of God. But I shall close tliis head with a
few hints taken from that excellent divine before mentioned.
" Man cannot prepare himself for the new birth he hath, in*'
deed, a subjective capacity for grace, above any other crea" ture in the inferior world
and this is a kind of natural pre" paration, which other creatures have not; a capacity, in rc" gard of the powers of the soul, though not in respect of the
" present disposition of them. He hath an understanding to
*'
know, and when it is enlightened, to know God's law; a will
^'
to move and run, and when enlarged by grace, to run the
wavs of God's commandments so that he stands in an im*'
mediate capacity to receive the life of grace, upon tlie breath
*' and touch of
God, which a stone doth not ; for in this it is
" necessary, that rational faculties should be put as a founda" tion of spiritual motions. Though the soul be thus capable.
^' as a subject, to receive the grace of t.Tod, yet it is notthere*'
fore capable, nri an agent, to prepare itself for it, orprodncrto prayer,

.;

:

;

*••

;
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It is capable to receive the truths of God ; but, as the
heart is stony, it is incapable to receive the impressions of
" those truths. Though some things, which man mjiy do by
*' common grace, may be said to be preparations, yet they are
*' not formally so; as that there is an absolute, causal connexion
*' between such preparations, and regeneration ; they are not
*' disposing causes of grace
grace is all in a way of reception
" by the soul, not of action from the soul the highest morali*' ty in the world is not necessary to the first infusion of the
*' divine nature
if there were any thing in the subject that
*' was the cause of it, the tcnderest, and softest dispositions
*' would be wrought upon
; and the most intelligent men would
" soonest receive the gospel. Though we see them sometimes
*' renewed, yet many times the roughest tempers are seized
*' it.
**

:

:

:

upon by grace. Though morality seems to set men at a
" greater nearness to the kingdom of God, yet, with all its own
*'

*'

strength

it

cannot bring

it

into the heart, unless the Spirit

" open the lock yea, sometimes it sets a man farther from the
*' kingdom of
God, as being a great enemy to the righteous*' ness of the gospel, both imputed and inherent; and other
*' operations upon the soul, which seem to be nearer prepara*' tions ; such as convictions, &c. do not infer grace
for the
*' heart, as a field, may be ploughed by terrors, and yet not
** planted with any good seed
are pre; planting and watering
*' parations, but not the cause of fruit ; the increase depends
" upon God :"* thus this learned author. And he also farther
proves, that there is no obligation on God, by any thing that
may look like a preparation in men ; and adds, that if any preparations were our own, and were pure, which they are not
yet they cannot oblige God to give supernatural grace which
:

;

:

leads us,
3. To consider that this work is, in a peculiar manner, attributed to the Spirit of God ; the only moving cause whereof,
is his grace. That the Spirit is the author of this work, is not
to be proved by experience, as the expressions ot divine power
therein are, but by scripture ; and the scripture is very express
as to this matter. Thus, when God promises to g-ive a neio
heart; to take away the heart of stone ^ and to give an heart of

and to cause his people to xvalk in his statutes^ Ezek.
xxxvi. 26, 27. he would put his Spirit -within them; and elsewhere they are said to have purified their soids in obeying the
truths through the Spirit, 1 Pet. i. 22. And our Saviour as-

fleshy

our being born of the Spirit^ John iii. 5.
in order to our entering into the kingdom of God : so that from
these, and several other scriptures, that might be referred to,
serts the necessity of

*

See Charnock en Regeneration, Vol.

IT. pni^s 14?',

148, ^c.

;

OF EFFECTUAL CALLING.
It

appears, that effectual calling

is

5S

the internal powerful

work

of the Holy Ghost.*
ObJ. 1. It

is

of enthusiasm

tween the
pretend to

;

objected, by some, that this doctrine savours
since it supposes that there is no difFerence^e-

and inspiration ;
the miraculous dispensation, which

Spirit's internal influences,
this,

now

and to
was in

ceased, is vain and enthusiastic.
be replied, That the charge of enthusiasm is very unjustly deduced from this doctrine ; for we must
distinguish between the extraordinary, and the ordinary influence of the Holy Ghost ; the former is allowed by all, to be
now ceased ; and therefore they who pretend to it, are liable
the apostle's days,

Answ. To

to this charge

;

is

it

may

but

it is

this

a very great dishonour cast

upon the

Holy Ghost to deny his powerful influence or agency in the
work of grace and it renders the condition of the church, at
;

present, in a very material circumstance, so much inferior to
what it was of old, that it is incapable of attaining salvation
unless it could be proved that salvation might be attained without the divine energy.
But, that we may farther reply to this objection, let it be con-

sidered; that the Spirit's influence, as subservient to the work
of grace, is evidently distinguished from imputation : the latter of these was a peculiar honour which was conferred upon
some persons, who were either to transmit to the church a rule
of faith, by the immediate dictates of the Holy Ghost ; or else
they were favoured with it to answer some extraordinary ends,
which could not be attained without it, namely, their being
famished with wisdom, as well as courage and boldness, to
maintain the cause, which they were not otherwise furnished to
defend, against the opposition that it met with from their persecuting and malicious enemies, that so it might not suffer
through their weakness ; as when our Saviour bids his disciples
7iot to take thought what they should say^ when brought before rulers, ^c. but promises, tliat the Spirit should speak in
them^ Matt. x. 18
And in some other particular instan20.
ces we read, especially in the church at Corinth, that when
ministers had not those advantages to qualify themselves to
preach the gospel, which they afterwards were favoured with,
some had this extraordinary gift, so that they spake by the
Spirit ; but this was only conferred occasionally, and for some
special reasons : and therefore, those scriptures that speak of

—

• When ~.oe speak ofeffecUtnl callinff^s beirg the -.rorh
of the Spii'it, the agencif
7iot excluded, since the divine power, by i»hich all effects arf.
of llw Father mid Son
produced, belongs to the divine essence, -.vhich is eqvaUy predicated of all the persons
in the God/ieud; but when any work is peculiarly attributed to the Spirit, this implies Ida personal glury's being demo7istruted thereby, agreeably to what is elseinhere
I'.v

called the oeconomy of
yj^^ 29"?, 5:-.j.

pnri',

{.'.:'

divine ffertons

;

vhich see farther

ex1>!ti:ned in Vol. I.

;:
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the influences of the Spirit, which were more common, and
immediately subservient to the work of grace in the souls of
those who were the subjects thereof, were, at that time, the
same with them that we are pleading for, which were designed to continue in the church, in all the ages thereof: thus
when persons are said, through the Spirit to jnortify the deeds
of the body., Rom. viii. 13. this does not respect any extraordinary dispensation, which they were then under, since it is
the duty of all inen, in all ages, without the extraordinary influences of the Spirit, to mortify the deeds of the body ; and
therefore we may expect this powerful energy as well as they,
or else our condition would be very deplorable.
And besides, we never find that extraordinary gifts were
immediately subservient to the subduing corruption, or, at least,
that every one that had them, did mortify sin, and so appear
whereas, this is a character of those
to be internally sanctified
who are so ; and not to have these influences, determines a person to be in an unregenerate state, or to live after the fleshy
which is opposed to it, and so to be liable to death, ver. 12.
1^0 one can suppose, the apostle intends, in the foregoing verse,
when he says, Jf ye live after the fleshy ye shall die ; that if ye
are not under inspiration, ye shall die, as living after the flesh
but the method of reasoning is strong and conclusive, if we
understand the divine influence as what is distinct from inspiration, and consequently a privilege necessary for the beginning and carrj'ing on the work of grace, and so belongs to be:

lievers in all ages.

Again, when the Spirit

is said to help our iiifrmities^ ver.
prayer is not prayer as much a duty now as it was
when they had extraordinary gifts ? therefore, ought we not
to hope for the assistance of the Spirit, in all ages ? and consequently the Spirit's help, in this respect is not confined to that
age, when there was a miraculous dispensation, or extraordi-^
nary inspiration.
And when it is elsewhere said, As many as are led by the
^Spirit of God^ they are the so7is of God, ver. 14. can we suppose, that none were the sons of God but such as had extraordinary gifts ? Does not this privilege belong to us, as well as
unto them ? If therefore we are the sons of God, as well as
they, we have this evidence hereof, according to this scripture
nanielv, our being led by the Spirit of God ; though we pretend
not to be led by him, as a Spirit of inspiration.
.And to this we may add, that the apostle elsewhere speaks
of some who "were scaled xvith that Holy Spirit of promise
which is the earnest of Gur inheritance : and these are described as trusting in Christ after thetf had heard the word of salvadcn^ and believing in hivu Eph. i. 13,^ 14. But this belongs

26.

in

:

,-

;;
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church in all ages ; therefore sealmg is not a privilege
confined to those who had the extraordinary giits of the Holy
Ghost ; but to believers as such.
Moreover, it is said, The Spirit beareth witness with our
spirits^ that zue arc the children ofGod^ Rom. viii. 16. Therefore, some persons may know themselves to be the children of
God, in a way of self-examination, by the witness of the Spirit,
which is common to all believers ; without pretending to be
inspired therein; which would be to know this matter without
the concurring testimony of our own spirits. Many things, of
the like nature, might be observed, concerning the other scriptures, that are generally brought to prove, that believers, in our
day, are made partakers of the powerful influences of the Holy
Ghost ; though they pretend not to the Spirit of inspiration
which is a sufficient answer to this objection.
Object, 2. If it be farther objected, that if the Spirit does
work internally in the souls of men, we are not to suppose, that
he works a change in their wills, but only presents objects to
them, which they by their own power, improve, and make use
of, for their good ; even as a finite Spirit may suggest good or
bad thoughts, without flisposing us to comply with them ; or,
as the devil is said to work in men, who is called. The Spirit
that noxv xvorketh in the children of disobedience^ Eph. ii. 2.
Ansxv. To this it may be replied, that an objective influence,
properly speaking, is no influence at all; much less is it becoming the dignity of the Holy Ghost, to say. That he hath no
more an hand in the work of conversion, than that which a
mere creature might have. I will not deny that the Greek
word,* which signifies energ}-, or internal working, is sometimes taken for such a kind of influence as is not properly the
effect of power, as in the instance contained in the objection
}et, let it be considered, that the same word is often used, in
varietis other instances, in senses very different, when applied
to God and the creature ; where the word, in itself, is indeterminate ; but the application of it sufficiently determines the
matter ; so as to leave no doubt, as to the sense of it. Thus to
make, form, or produce, when applied to God, and the thing
made, formed, or produced, is represented as an instance of
his almighty power, which exceeds the limits of finite power,
this determines the sense to be very different from making,
forming, or producing, when applied to men, acting in their
own sphere so the apostle speaks of building, in a very different sense, as applied to God and the creature, which no one
is at a loss to understand, who reads the words ; Every house
is builded bij some 7nan; but he that built all things is God, Heb.
iii. 4.
Now, to apply this to our present purpose, wc do not
to the

•

:
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deny, that a finite spirit has an energy, in an objective way j
but when the same word is appHed to God's manner of acting;
and is represented as has been before observed, as an instance
of his almighty power, producing a change in the soul ; and
not only persuading, but enabling him to perform good works,
from a principle of spiritual life, implanted, this may easily be
understood as having a very different sense from the same
word, when applied to the internal agency of a finite spirit
and therefore this objection does not overthrow the argument
we are maintaining.
Object. 3. It is farther objected against what has been said
concerning this powerful work of the Spirit, as being illustrated by the similitude of a person's being raised from the dead;
that this contains in it nothing supernatural, or out of the power
of man j since the apostle says. Awake thou that sleepest^ and
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give the light y Eph. v. 14.
If arising from the dead be the effect of almighty power, when
applied to the work of grace, it seems preposterous for this to
be recommended as our duty and if it be not a work of almighty power, then those scriptures that illustrate effectual
calling by the resurrection of the dead, are nothing to the argument for which they have been brought.
Ansxv. Some suppose, diat its being assigned as a matter of
duty for sinners to rise from the dead, does not infer, that it is
in their own power ; but, that it only signifies, that none can
expect eternal life but those v/ho rise from the death of sin j
and accordingly, as the promise, here mentioned, relating to
our having light, is said to be Christ^s gift, so the power to
perform that duty, which is inseparably connected with it, to
wit, rising from the dead, is to be sought for at his hand. But
if this answer be not rcckontd sufficient, I see no absurdity in
supposing, that these two expressions, Axuake, thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead, import the same thing. Sleep is, as it
were, the image of death ; and therefore, by a metaphorical
way of speaking, it may be here called death ; and if so, the
apostle commands believers to awake out of their carnal security, or shake off their stupid frames, as they expect the light
of eternal life however, if it be taken in this sense here ; yet
when we meet with the v,^ords (Quickened, or raised from the
dead, elsewhere, they may be understood in a different sense,
as denoting the implanting a principle of grace in regeneration,
as will appear by the context thus when God is said to quicken
those ivho xvere dead in trespasses and sins ; -who walked according to the course of this world, fidfilling the desires of the fleshy
and of the mind; and were, by 7iature, the children of wrath;
and to do this with a design to shew the exceeding riches of
'.*.? grace, and kindness toivards them ; and as the conseqtience
:

:

:
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work that faith which accompanies salvation, which
I say, if these things are
not of themselves, but his gift
mentioned when we are said to be quickened, or raised from
the dead, certainly it argues more than a stupid believer's awaking from that carnal security, which he is under, who is supposed to have a principle of spiritual life, whereby he may be
enabled so to do.
Object. 4. It is also objected to what has been said, concerning effectual calling's being a work of divine power, that those
scriptures, which speak of it as such, denote nothing else but
the power of working miracles ; whereby they to whom the
gospel was preached, were induced to believe ; as when the
apostle says, His- preaching xvas in demonstration of the Spirit^
and of power, 1 Cor. ii. 4. that is, the doctrines he preached^
"were confirmed, and the truth thereof demonstrated by the
power of the Holy Ghost, enabling them to work miracles : and
the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power, chap. iv. 20.
that is, the gospel is not only preached, but confirmed by miracles
Our gospel came to you in power, and in the Hohj
Ghost, 1 Thes. i. 5. that is, as some understand it, the gospel
which we preach, was confirmed by the power and miraculous
works of the Holy Ghost ; which has no reference to the internal efficacious influences of the Spirit put forth in effectual
thereof, to
is

:

:

calling.

Answ. Though we often read that the gospel was confirmed
by miracles nevertheless, I cannot see that this is the principle, much less the only sense of these scriptures, and some
others that might have been produced to the same purpose.
As to the first of them in which the apostle speaks of hi^
preaching, being in the detnonstration of the Spirit, and of
poiver ; it may be observed, that in the preceding chapter he
had been speaking concerning Christ preached, and his glory
set forth among them, as the power of God ; that is to say,
the power of God rendered the preaching thereof effectual to
the conversion of them that believed ; which he concludes to
:

contain in it no less a conviction of the truth of the Christian
religion, than if he had wrought signs or miracles, which the
Jews demanded, and which he had no design to work among
them therefore, why should we suppose, that when he speaks
of his preaching being in the demonstration of the Spirit, and
of pozver, that he intends the confirming his doctrine by miracles, and not in the same sense as he had before signified Christ
to be the power of God.
And as for the other scripture, in which it is said, The kingdom of God is not in word, but in power ; that is to be understood by comparing it with what immediately goes before, in
which he says, that Ixvill come to yon shcrthj, if the Lorditnll
:

;

GO

or ErrECTUAL calling.

<iiulh}gw not the speech of them rvho are puffed up, hut the
power. If we suppose, that by them who are puffed up, he means

some of

their teachers,

who

swelled either with pride or envy^

and probably were sowing some seeds of error among them it
does not seem to be a just sense of the text, to explain the words
when he says, Izvill knozv not the speech of them who are puffed
11p^ but the poxver^ q. d. I will not so much regard the doctrmes
they deliver, as I will enquire and be convinced, that they have
confirmed them by miracles. For he would rather regard their
doctrinethan their pretence to miracles; or have said, I will not
enquire vrhether ever they have wrought any miracles or no, but
what efficacy their doctrine has had and therefore the apostle, by knoxving the power, does not mean that of working miracles, but he intimates that he would know, not only what doctrines these persons taught, but what success attended their
preaching; and then he adds, that the kingdom of God, that is,
the gospel-state is advanced and promoted, not barely by the
;

:

church's enjoying the means of grace, such as the preaching of
the word ; but by the poxver of God, which makes the word
preached effectual to salvation, whereby sinners are converted,
and many added to the church, such as shall be saved.
As to the last scripture mentioned, in which the apostle says,
Our gospel came to you, not in xvord only, but in poxver, I cannot think that he ha% any reference in that place, to the confirming- the gospel by miracles; because this is assigtied as a
mark of their election, hioxving, brethren, your election of God;
for our gospel came unto you, not only in word, but in power^
&c. Now, whether we take election for God's eternal design
to save them, or for the execution thereof, in his applying the
graces of the Spirit to them ; or if we take it in the lowest
sense, which they, on the other side of the question, generally

give into, for their being a choice, religious unblameable sothis could
ciety of Christians, excelling many others in piety
not be evinced by the gospel's being confirmed by miracles ;
and therefore this sense seems not agreeable to the apostle's
design ; and consequently the objection taken from those scriptures, that speak of the power of God in conversion, as implying nothing else but his power, exerted in working miracles,
will-not, in the least, be sufficient to weaken the force of the
argument we are maintaining. Thus concerning effectual calling's being a work of power, attributed, in particular, to the
:

Holy Spirit.
There is one thing more observed,

in the answer we are exwhich must be briefly considered namel)', that it is a
work of grace, which was the internal moving cause thereof
or, the reason of God's exerting his divine power therein. Effectual calling must be a work of grace, without any motive

plaining,

;

;;
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taken from them, who are the subjects thereof; inasmuch as
they had before this, nothing in them, that could render them
the objects of divine love, being described as dead in trespasses and sins^ alienated from the life of God, and enmity itseli
against him : so that their condition, antecedent hereunto, cannot be supposed to be the moving cause hereof; for that which
is in itself, altogether unlovely, cannot afford a motive for \o\o
to any one that weighs the circumstances of persons and things,

and acts

in

pursuance thereof.

But whereas

it is objected, that though the present
condition of unregenerate persons cannot afford any motive inducing God thereunto, yet the foresight of their future conduct might.
Anszv. To this we answer, That all the good which shall be
found in believers, is God's gift ; he is the finisher as well as
the author of faith ; and therefore it cannot be said, that any
thing out of himself, was the moving cause hereof. And to
this we may add, That God foresaw the vile and unworthy
behaviour of believers, proceeding from the remainders of corrupt nature in them, as well as those graces which he would
enable them to act so that there is as much in them that might
induce him to hate them, as there is to move him to love them;
and therefore we must conclude, that his love proceeds from
another cause; or that it is by the grace of God alone, that we
are what we are which leads us to consider,
4. That the power and grace of God, displayed in effectual
calling, is irresistible, and consequently such as cannot but be

Object.

:

:

effectual to

produce that which

is

designed to be brought about

thereby. To deny this, would be to infer, that the creature has
an equal, if not a superior, force to God : for, as, in nature,
every thing that impedes or stops a thing that is in motion,
must have an equal force to resist with that which is affected
by it ; so, in the work of grace, if the will of man can render
the pov/er of God of none effect, or stop the progress of divine
grace, contrary to his design or purpose, this must argue the
creature's power of resisting, equal to that which is pat fortli
by God, in order to the bringing this work to perfection. This
consequence is so derogatoiy to the divine glory, that no one
who sees it to be just, will maintain the premises from whence
it is

If

deduced.
be said, that

God may

be resisted
be
defeated tiiis will not much mend the matter but only, in order to the avoiding one absurd consequence, bring in another
tor if every one would have, what he purposes to be done
brought to pass, and would not be disappointed, if he could
help it, the B'xmt nu'.st hr. sabd cf the grciit God. Now if God

and

it

his grace, that
;

suffer himself to

would otherwise have been
;

effectual, to

;
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could have prevented his purpose from being defeated, but
would not, this argues a defect of wisdom ; if his own glory
was designed, by purposing to do that which the creature renders in effectual, then he misses of that end, which cannot but be
the most valuable, and consequently most desirable therefore,
:

God

to suffer a purpose of this nature, to be defeated, supposing he could prevent it, is to suffer himself to be a loser of
that glory which is due to his name. Moreover, this is direct-

for

ly contrary to what the apostle says, Who hath resisted his xvill^
Rom. ix. i 9. or who hath rendered the grace, which he designed should take effect, ineffectual, or, which is the same thing,

who can do it ?
The ground on which many have asserted, that the grace of
God may be resisted, is taken from some scriptures, that speak
of man's being in open hostility against him. Thus we read of
a bold daring sinner, as stretching out his hand against Gody
a7id strengthening hiiuself against the Almighti/^ rumiing upon
him^ even on his neck^ upon the thick bosses of his bucklers^ Job

XV. 25, 26.

And

resisted the

Holy Ghost,

Stephen reproves the Jews as having ahvays
both theij and their fathers^ Acts vii.
51, 52. and the Pharisees are said to have rejected, Luke vii.
30. or, as the word * might have been rendered, disannulled
the counsel of God against thernselves. And elsewhere, the prophet speaks of God's stretching out his hand all the day unto
a disobedieyit aiid gainsaying people, Rom. x. 21. These, and
such

some to suppose, that the
grace, as well as the purpose of God, may be re-

like scriptures give occasion to

power and
f.isted.

But that we may understand the sense of these scriptures,
and, at the same time not relinquish the doctrine we are maintaining, and thereby infer the consequence above-mentioned ;
we must distinguish betAveen our opposition to God's revealed
will, contained in his word, which is the rule of duty to us
and resisting his secret will, which determines the event. Or,
as it may be otherwise expressed, it is one thing to set ourselves j»gainst the objective grace of God, that is, the gospel,
and another thing to defeat his subjective grace, that when he
is about to work effectually in us, we should put a stop to his
proceedings. The former no one denies ; the latter we can, by
no means, allov/ of. Persons may express a great deal of re
luctancy and perverseness at that time, when God is about to
>subdue their stubborn and obstinate wills ; but the power of
God will break through all this opposition ; and the will of man
shall not be able to make his work void, or without effect. The
Jews, as above-mentioned, might resist the Holy Ghost, that
scripture, which were gi35, oppose the doctrines contained in
ven bv the Spirit^s inspiration ; and they might make this re-
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velatlon of no effect, with respect to themselves ; but had God
designed that it should take eft'ect, then he would have prevented their resisting it. Israel might be a gainsaying' pcopk\
is, they might oppose what God communicated to them
by the prophets, which it was their duty and interest to have
complied with ; and so the offers of grace in God's revealed
will, might be in vain with respect to them ; but it never was
so with respect to those whom he designed to save and if the
hardened sinner, stretching out his hand against God^ may be
said hereby to express his averseness to holiness, and his desire to be exempted from the divine government ; he may be
found in open rebellion against him, as hating and opposing his
law but he cannot offer any real injury to his divine perfections, so as to detract from his glory, to render his purpose of
no effect. Moses speaking concerning God's works of providence, says. They are perfect ; for all his ways arc judgmenty
Deut. xxxii. 4. And elsewhere, God, by the prophet Isaiah,

that

:

;

says,

I ivill

xoork^

whence he argues,

and

ivho shall

let

his eternal Deity,

it,

Isa. xliii. 13.

From

and uncontroulable power,

day xvas, I am he,, and there is fione
hand; so that if a stop might be put
to his works of providence, he would cease to be a God of infinite perfection ; and may we not from hence infer, that his
works of grace are not subject to any controul ; so that when
he designs to call any effectually, nothing shall prevent this
end's being answered, which is what we intend, w^hen we
speak of the power and grace of God as irresistible ; which

when he

says, before the
that can deliver out of my

leads us to consider,
5. The season or time in which persons are effectually called J which in this answer, is said to be God's accepted time.
Jf the work be free and sovereign, Avithout any motive in us,
the time in which he does it, must be that which he thinks most
proper. Here we may observe,
(1.) That some are regenerate in their infancy, when the
word can have no instrumentality, in producing the least acts
of grace ; these have therefore the seeds thereof, which spring
tip, and discover themselves, when they are able to make use
of the word. That persons are capable of regeneration from the
womb, is no less evident, than that they are capable of having
the seeds or principle of reason from thence, which they certainly have ; and if it be allowed, that regeneration is connected with salvation, and that infants are capable of the latter^
as our Saviour says, that of such is the kingdom of God ; then
they must be certainly capable of the former ; and not to suppose some infants regenerate from the womb, would be to exv-lude a very great part of mankind from salvation, without
3criptiire- warrant.

;

or C03IMUNI0.\

6ifc

(2.)

WITH CHRIST

Others are effectually called

IN GRACE.

in their childhood, or riper

and some few in old age ; that so no age of life may be
an inducement to despair, or persons be thereby discouraged
from attending on the means of grace. Thus it is said concerning Josiah, That in the eighth year of his reign^ while he
rvas yet yoiing-^ he began to seek after the God of David^ his
father^ 2 Chron. xxxiv. 1. and David was converted when he
Avas a youth^ a stripling of a ruddy and beaut fid countenance^
1 Sam. xvi. 12. compared with chap. xvii. 56, 58. Ami Moses
seems to have been effectually called, when he left Pharaoh's
court; and it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel; at which time he was forty years old. Acts vii.
23. And Abraham seems to have been made partaker of this
grace, when he was called to leave his country, when he was
3^ears,

seventy-five years old ; before which, it is probable, that he,
together with the rest of his father's family, served other gods.

Josh. xxiv. 2. compared with Gen. xii. 4. And we read, in
one single instance, of a person converted in the very agonies
of death, viz. the thief upon the cross, Luke xxiii. 43.
(3.) Sometimes, when persons seem most disposed hereunto,

and are under the greatest convictions, and more inclined to
reform their lives, than at other times, the work appears, by
the issue thereof, to be no more than that of common grace,
which miscarries and leaves them worse than they were before
and, it may be, after this, when they seem less inclined herevmto, that is, God's accepted time, when he begins the work
•with power, which he afterwards carries on and completes.
Some are suffered to run great lengths in sin, before they are
effectually called ; as the apostle Paul, i?i whom God was pleased
to shew forth all long suffering, as a pattern to them which
should hereafter believe, 1 Tim. i. 16. So that the time and
means being entirely in his hand, as we ought not to presume,
but wait for the day of salvation in all his ordinances ; so, whatever our age and circumstances are, we are still encouraged to

hope for the mercy of God, unto eternal
save and call us, with an holy calling.

lifej or, that

he will

Quest. LXIX. What

is the communion in grace, which the
7nembcrs of the invisible church have with Christ ?

Answ. The communion
invisible

in grace,

which the members of

church have with Christ,

is,

tlie

their partaking of the

virtue of his mediation, in their justification, adoption, sancand whatever else, in this life, manifests their

tification,

union with him.

;
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HAVING

considered. the vital union which the members
of the invisible church have with Christ in their effectual
calling, we are now led to speak concerning that communion
in grace, which they have with him.
Communion with Christ doth not, in the least, import our
being made partakers of any of the glories or privileges which
belong to him as Mediator; but it consists, in our participation,
of those benefits which he hath purchased for us ; and it implies, on his part, infinite condescension, that he will be pleased
to communicate such blessings on us, and on our's, unspeakait is
ble honours and privileges, which we enjoy from him
sometimes caMtdJellozuship, 1 John i. 3. which is the result of
friendship, and proceeds from his love thus our Saviour speaks
of his loving t/ioji, and inayiifesting himself unto them^ John
xiv. 21. It also proceeds from union with him, and is the immediate effect and consequence of effectual calling therefore
God is said to have called us unto the fellowships of his Son Jesiis Christy 1 Cor. i. 9.
And it is farther said in this answer, to be a manifestation
of our union with him. He has received those blessings for us,
which he purchased by his blood ; and, accordingly is the treasury, as well as the fountain of all grace; and we are therefore said to receive of his fulness^ grace for grace, John i. 16.
And the blessings which we are said to receive, by virtue of
his mediation, are justification, adoption, and sanctification,
with all other benefits that either accompany or flow from them
which are particularly explained in the following answei'S.
:

:

:

Quest. LXX. What

Answ.

is

J ustifcation

P

God's free grace unto sinners,
and accountcth their persons righteous in his sight ; not for any thing
wrought in them, or done by them, but only for the perfect
obedience and full satisfaction of Christ, by God imputed to
them, and received by faith alone.
in

Justification is an act of

which he pardoneth

Quest. LXXI. Hoxv

all

their sins, accepteth

is justification

an act of God^s free

grace ?

Ans w. Although

Christ, by his obedience and death, did make
a proper, real, and full satisfaction to God's justice, in the
behalf of them that are justified ; yet, inasmuch as God accepteth the satisfaction from a surtt}-, which he might have
demanded of them, did provide this surety, his own only

Vol.

III.

I

;
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Son, imputing his righteousness to them, and requiring nothing oi them for their justification, but faith j which also is
his gift; their justification is, to them, of free grace.

HITHERTO we have been led to consider that change

of

heart and life which is begun in effectual calling ; whereby a dead sinner is made alive, and one that was wholly indisposed for, and averse to the performance of good works, is
enabled to perform them by the power of divine grace and
:

we

are to speak concerning that change of state which accompanies it ; whereby one, who being guilty before God, was
liable to the condemning sentence of the law, and expected no
other than an eternal banishment from his presence, is pardoned, received into favour, and has a right to all the blessings

nov/

v/hich Christ has, by his obedience and sufferings, purchased
iiini. This is v>/hat we call justification; and it is placed
immediately after the head of effectual calling, as being agreeable to the method in which it is insisted on in that golden
chain of salvation, as the apostle says, Whom he called.^ them he

for

also jiistifed^

This

Rom.

viii.

30.

certainly a doctrine of the highest importance, inasmuch as it contains in it the way of peace, the foundation ot
all our hope, of the acceptance both of our persons and seris

and beholding the face of God, at last, with joy. Some
have styled it the very basis of Christianity ; and our forefathers thought it so necessary to be insisted on and mainvices,

tained, according to the scripture-account thereof, that they
reckoned it one of the principal doctrines of the reformation.

And, indeed, the apostle Paul speaks of it as so necessary to
be believed, that he concluded that the denying or perverting
of it was the ground and reason of the Jews being rejected
xvho being ignorant of God''s righteotisness^ and going about to
establish a righteousness of their oxv?i^ hoKJC not submitted themselves to the righteousness of God: and when they shall be called, if their call be intended, in that account which we have, of
the marriage of the Lamb, and his zvife having made herself
readij. Rev. xix. 7. as many suppose, it is worth observing,
that she is described as arrayed in fine linen^ xvhich is the rightcous7iess of saints^ or Christ's righteousness, by which they
are justified this is that in which they glory ; and therefore
are represented as being convinced of the importance of that
doctrine which, befoi-e, they were ignorant of. This we have
an account of in these two answers, which we are now to explain, and shall endeavour to do it in the following method.
I. We shall consider what we are to understand by the word
:

justify,
II.

What are

the privileges contained therein, as reduced to

'
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wit,

pardon of

sin

;
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and God's accounting them

who

are justified, righteous in his sight ? And,
III. What is the ioundation of our justification
righteousness wrought out for us.

?

namely, a

IV. The utter inability of fallen man to perform any righteousness, that can be the matter of his justification in the
sight of God.
V. That our Lord Jesus Christ has wrought out this righteousness for us, as our surety, by performing active and passive obedience; which is imputed to us for our justification.
shall consider it as an act of God's free grace. And,
VI.
VII. Shew the use of faith in justification, or in what respects faith is said to justify.
shall consider in what sense we are to understand the
I.
word justify. As there are many disputes about the method
of explaining the doctrines of justification so there is a contest between us and the Papists, about the sense of the word ;
they generally supposing, that to justify^ is to make inherently
righteous and holy ; because righteousness and holiness sometimes import the same thing ; and both of them denote an internal change in the person who is so denominated ; and accordingly they argue, that as to magnify signifies to make
great; to fortify^ to make strong; so to justify is to make just
or holy and they suppose, that whatever we do to make ourselves so, or whatever good works are the ingredients of our
sanctification, these must be considered as the matter of our
justification. And some Protestant divines have supposed, that
the difference between them and us, is principally about the
sense of a word ; which favourable and charitable construction
of their doctrine, would have been less exceptionable, if the
Papists had asserted no more than that justification might have
been taken in this sense, when considered, not as giving us a
right to eternal life, or being the foundation of that sentence of
absolution, which Ciod passes upon us
but since this is the
sense they give of it, when thej' say that we are justified by
our inherent holiness, we are bound to conclude, that it is very
remote from the scripture sense of the word.
do not deny that justification is sometimes taken in a
sense diflferent from that which is intended by it, when used to
signify the doctrine we are explaining. Sometimes nothing more
is intended hereby, than our vindicating the divine perfections
from any charge which is pretended to be brought against them.
Thus the Psalmist says. That thou mightest be justified rvhen
thou speakest^ and be clear xvhen thou judgest^ Psal. li. 4. And
our Saviour is said to be justified, that is, his person or character vindicated or defended from the reproaches that were

We

We

',

:

:

We

cast

on him;

as

it is

said,

Wisdom

is

justified of her children^

;
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Luke

Also we frequently read of the
conduct of persons, in scripture;
in which sense their own works may be said to justify or vindicate them from the charge of hypocrisy or unregeneracy.
Again, to justify is sometimes taken, in scripture, for using endeavours to turn many to righteousness and therefore our
translators have rendered the words, in the prophecy of Daniel,
which signify, they xvho justify many^ they who turn many to
Matt.

xi. 19.

vii.

35.

justification of the actions or

:

Dan. xii. 3.*
There are various other senses which are given of this word,
which we pass over as not applicable to the doctrine we are
maintaining, and therefore shall proceed to consider the sense
in which it is used, when importing a sinner's justification in
righteous7iess^ shall shine as the stars^

the sight of God > wherein it is to be taken only in a forensick
sense, and accordingly signifies a person's being acquitted or
discharged from guilt, or a liableness to condemnation, in such
a way as is done in courts of judicature thus we read in the
judicial law, that if there be a controversy between men^ and
they come unto judgment^ that the judges may judge thcjn, then
they shall justify the righteous^ and condemn the xvicked^ Deut.
XXV. 1. where to justify the righteous^ is to be understood for
acquitting or discharging one that appears to be righteous, or
not guilty, from condemnation ; whereas the wicked^ that is,
they who appear to be guilty, are to be condemned : and in this
sense the word is used, when applied to the doctrine of justification, in the New Testament, and particularly in Paul's epis:

who

largely insists on this subject.
we may understand how a sinner may expect to
be discharged at God's tribunal, let us consider the methods of
proceeding used in human courts of judicature herein, it is
supposed, that there is a law that forbids some actions which
tles

;

Now

that

:

criminal and also, that a punishment is annexed
which remlers the person that violated it, guilty
and then persons are supposed to be charged with the violation thereof; which charge, if it be not made good, they are
said to be justified, that is, cleared from presumptive, not real
guilt
but if the charge be made good, and he that fell under
if he suffer the punishment he is jusit, liable to punishment
are

deemed

;

to this law,

:

;

cranes that are not of a capital nature ; or if he be
any otherwise cleared from the charge, so that his guilt be removed, then he is deemed a justified person and so the lav/
has nothing to lay to his charge, with respect to that which he
"was before accused of. Thus when a sinner, who had been
charged with the violation of thp divine law, found guilty before God, and exposed to a sentence of condemnation, is freed
tified, as in

:

G9
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from

it,

then he

is

said to be justified; which leads us to con-

sider,
II. The privileges contained in justification; which arc forgiveness of sin and a right and title to eternal life. These are
sufficiently distinguished, though never separated ; so thai when
we find but one of them mentioned in a particular scripture,
which treats on this subject, the other is not excluded. Forgiveness of sin is sometimes expressed in scripture, by a not
imputing sin; and a right to life, includes in it our being nude
partakers of the adoption of childi'en, and a right to the inheritance prepared for them. The apostle mentions both these together, when he speaks of our having redemption through the
blocd of Christy even the forgiveness of sins ; and being mode
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light^
Col. i. 12. 14. And elsewhere he speaks of Christ's redeeming
them that xvere under the hnv ; which includes the former branch
of justification, and of their receiving the adoption of children^
which includes the latter. And again he considers a justified
person as having peace xviih God^ which more especially respects pardon of sin, and of their having access to the grace
7vherein they stand, and their rcjoicirig in hope of the glory of
God^ Rom. V. 1, 2. which is what we are to understand by, or
includes in it, their right to life.
That justification consists of both these branches, we maintain against the Papists, who suppose that it includes nothing
else but forgiveness of sin, which is founded on the blood of
Christ; whereas, according to them, our right to life depends
on our internal qualifications, or sincere obedience. And besides these, there are some Protestant divines, who suppose
that it consists only in pardon of sin ; and this is asserted, by
them, with different views ; some do it as most consistent with
the doctrine of justification by works, which they plead for;
whereas, others do it as being most agreeable to another notion which they advance, namely, that we are justified only bywhich will be considered under a
Christ's passive obedience
following head. Again, there are others, whose sentiments ol
the doctrine of justification are agreeable to scripture, who
maintain, that it includes both forgiveness of sins, and a right
to life ; but yet they add, that the former is founded on Christ's
passive obedience, and the latter on his active whereas, we cannot but think, that the whole of Christ's obedience, both active and passive, is the foundation of each of these ; which will
also be considered, when we come to speak concerning the procuring cause of our justification.
All that wc shall observe at present, is, that these two privileges are inseparably connected ; therefore, as no one can
have a right to life, but he who^e sins are pardoned; so no
;

:
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one can obtain forgiveness of sin, but he must, as tPie conse.>
quence hereof, have a right to Hfe. As by the fall, man first
became guilty, and then lost that right to life which was promised in case he had stood ; so it is agreeable to the divine
perfections, provided the guilt be removed, that he should be
put in the same state as though it had not been contracted,
and consequently, that he should not only have forgiveness of
sins, but a right to life. Forgiveness of sin, without a right to
eternal life, would render our justification incomplete; therefore, when any one is pardoned by an act of grace, he is put in
possession of that which, by his rebellion, he had forfeited, he
is considered, not only as released out of prison, but as one who
has the privileges of a subject, such as those which he had before he committed the crin>e. Without this he would be like
Absalom, when, upon Joab's intercession with David, the guilt
of murder, which he had contracted, was remitted so far, as
that he had liberty to return from Geshur, whither he was fled :
nevertheless, he reckons himself not fully discharged from the
guilt he had contracted, and concludes his return to Jerusalem,
as it were, an insignificant privilege ; unless, by being admitted
to see the king's face, and enjoy the privileges which he was
possessed of before, he might be dealt with as one who was
taken into favour, as v/ell as forgiven, 2 Sam. xiv. 2. which
was accordingly granted. This leads us to consider these two
branches of justification in particular. And,
1. Forgiveness of sin. Sin is sometimes represented as containing in it moral impurity, as opposed to holiness of heart and
life; and accordingly is said, to defile a man., Matt. xv. 19,
20. and is set forth by several metaphorical expressions in
scripture, which tend to beget an abhorrence of it as of things
impvu"e; in which sense it is removed in sanctification rather
than in justification not but that divines sometimes speak of
Christ's redeeming us from the filth and dominion of sin, and
our deliverance from it in justification but these are to be
understood as rendering us guilty; inasmuch as all moral pollutions are criminal, as contrary to the law of God; otherwise
our deliverance from them would not be a branch of justification ; and therefore, in speaking to this head, we shall consider sin as that which renders men guilty before God, and so
shew what we are to understand by guih.
This supposes a person to be under a law, and to have violated it; accordingly sin is described as the traiisgrefisioJi of the
latt\ 1 John iii. 4. The law of God, in common with all other
laws, is primarily designed to be the rule of obedience ; and
in order thereunto, it is a declaration of the divine v/ill, which,
as creatures and subjects, we are under a natural obligation to
comply with ; and God, us a God oi' infinite holiness and so;
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vcreignly, cannot but signify his displeasure in case of disobedience ; and therefore he has annexed a threatening to his law,
or past a condemning sentence, as that which is due for every
this divines sometimes call the sanction of the
transgression
law, or a fence, with which it is guarded, that so, through the
corruption of our nature, we may not conclude, that we may
:

rebel against him v/ith impunity : this the scripture styles. The
curse of the lazv, Gal. iii. 10. So that guilt is a liableness to
the curse or condemning sentence of the law, for our violation

sometimes called a debt of punishment, which we
God, for not paying that debt of obedience
which was due from us to his law. I'hus, when our Saviour
advises us to pray, that our sins may be forgiven ; he expresses
it hv forg-iving us our debts ^ Luke xi. 4. Matt. vi. 12. so that
forgiveness, as it is a freeing us from guilt, discharges us iront
the guilt of punishment which we were liable to.
There is a twofold debt which man owes to God; one he
owes to him as a creature under a law ; this is that debt of
obedience, which he cannot be discharged from ; and therefore, a justified person is, in this sense, as much a debtor as
any other. There is also a debt which man contracts as a criminal, whereby he is liable to suffer punishment; this alone is

of

it

owe

:

this is

to the justice of

removed in justification.
Moreover, we must carefully distinguish between

the de-

desert of punishment; and the sinner's obligation to suffer punishment for it. The former of these is inseparable from sin, and not removed, or, in the least lessened,

merit of

sin,

or

its

by pardoning mercy ; for sin is no less the object of the divine
detestation ; nor is its intrinsic evil, or demerit, abated by its
being forgiven ; and therefore, a justified person, remaining still
a sinner, as transgressing the law of God, has as much reason
to condemn himself, in this respect, as though he had not been
forgiven. The Psalmist speaking concerning a person that is
actually forgiven or justified, says, notwithstanding, that if thou
Lord^ shouldat mark iniquities^
Lord^ xvho shall stand'? PsaL
cxxx. 3. He was, at the same time, in a justified state ; but
yet he concludes, that there is a demerit of punishment in every sin that he committed ; though, when it is pardoned, the
obligation to suffer punishment is taken away * and therefore,
the apostle speaking of such, says, There is no condemnation
to thcm^ Rom. viii. 1. Vv'e must farther distinguish between
our having matter of condemnation in us; this a justified person has ; and there being no condemnation to us ; that is, the
:

immediate result of being pardoned.
•

Thefoi'mer of these divines

ifiefaiinrr- is

rV

•>'tmff(iut^

call rcatus potentialis, the latter^ reatus actualis;

covseqrerice nf

r.in,

!h' (rttfT is tahf^i
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There are several expressions
ness

is

set forth,

w

'

in scripture,

namely, God's cov^ering sin

whereby forgive:

thus the Psalm-

says, Blessed is he xvhosc transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered, Psal. xxxii. 1. or, his hiding his face from it,
ist

and blotting

it out; or, xuhen it is sought for, Psal. li. 9. its
being found, Jer. 1. 20. and, casting our sins into the depths
of the sea, Micah vii. 19. And elsewhere it is said, That when
God had pardoned the sins of his people, he did not behold iniquity in Jacob, nor see perverseness in Israel, Numb, xxiii. 21,
which amounts to the same thing as the foregoing expressions
of its being covered, hid, blotted out, ^c.
I am sensible there have been many contests about the sense
of this scripture ; which might, without much difficulty, have
been compremised, had the contending parties been desirous to
know each others sense, without prejudice or partiality. It is
not to be thought, that when God forgives sin, he does not
know, or suppose that the person forgiven, had, before this,
contracted guilt by sins committed ; for without this, he could
not be the object of forgiveness. When God is said not to look
upon, or hide his face from their sins, it is not to be supposed, that he knows not what they have done, or what iniquities
they daily commit against him ; for that v/ould be subversive
of his omniscience : and when he is said not to mark our iniquities, we are not to understand it, as though he did not look
upon the sins we commit, though in a justified state, with abhorrence ; for the sinner ma}' be pardoned, and yet the crime
forgiven be detested.
But God's not seeing sin in his people,
is to be taken in a forensic sense ; and accordingly, when an
atonement is made for sin, and the guilt thereof taken av/ay,
the criminal, in the eye of the law, is as though he had not
sinned ; he is as fully discharged from the indictment, that
was brought in against him, as though he had been innocent, not
liable to any charge founded upon it; and therefore the apostle says. Who shall lay any thing to the charge ofGod^s elect ?
It is God that justifieth, Rom. viii. 2tZ. and it is the same, as
for God not to enter into judgment, as the Psalmist elsewhere
expresses it ; or to punish us less than our iniquities havs deserved, Psal. cxliii. 2.
In this sense the indictment that was
brought against him, is cancelled, the sentence reversed, and
prosecution stopped ; so that whatever evils are endured as the
consequence of sin, or with a design to humble him for it, as
bringing sin to his remembrance, with all its aggravating circumstances, he is, nevertheless, encouraged to hope, that these
are not inflicted in a judicial way, by the vindictive justice of
God demanding satisfaction ; but to display and set forth the
holiness of his nature, as infinitely opposite to all sin, an') th^r

7iot
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dispensations of his providence agreeably thereunto 5 and that
with a design to bring him to repentance for it.
And, that this privilege may appear to be most conducive to
our happiness and comfort, let it be considered ; that wherever
God forgives sin, he forgives all sin, cancels every debt that
rendered him liable to punishment, otherwise our condition
would be very miserable, and our salvation impossible ; our
condition would be like that of a person who has several indictments brought in against him, every one of v/hich contain
an intimation that his life is forfeited ; it would avail him very
little for one indictment to be superseded, and the sentence
due to him for the others, executed thus the apostle speaks
oi tht free g-ifty bt'mg of many, that is, of the multitude of our
And elsewhere he
vjfences unto justification^ Kom« v. 16.
speaks of God's forgiving his people all trespasses^ Col. ii. 13And as he forgives all past sins, so he gives them ground to
conclude, that iniquity shall not be their ruin j and therefore,
the same grace that now abounds towards them herein, together with the virtue of the atonement made for sin, shall prevent future crimes being charged upon them to their condemThus concerning forgiveness of sin.
nation.
2. The other privilege, which they who are justified are
made partakers of, is the acceptation of their persons, as righteous in the sight of God thus they are said to be tnade accepted in the Bclovedy Eph. i. 6. and as their persons are accepted,
so are their performances, notwithstanding the many defects
Thus God is said to have had respect
that adhere to them.
And, together with
unto Abely and to his offerings Gen. iv. 4.
which is that
this, they have a right and title to eternal life
inheritance which Christ has purchased for, and God, in hi?
covenant of grace, has promised to them. This is a very comprehensive blessing ; for it contains in it a right to all those
great and precious promises, which God has made, respecting
But since we shall
their happiness both here and hereafter.
have occasion to insist on this in a following answer, under the
head of adoption, which some divines, not without good reason, conclude to be a branch of justification, or, at least, to
:

:

,*

contain in it those positive privileges, which they, who are justified, partake of, either here of- hereafter, wc shall proceed to
consider,
HI. What is the foundation of our justification; and that
must be either some righteousness wrought out by us ; or for
Since justification is a person's being made righteous^ as
us.
the apostle styles it, Rom. v. 29. we must consider what we
are to understand hereby 1 and accordingly a person is said to
be righteous who never violated the law of God, nor exposed
himself to the condemning sentence thereof: in this respect

Vol. hi.
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man, vhile in a state of innocency, was righteous ; his perfect
obedience was the righteousness which, according to the tenor
of the co\'enant he was under, gave hira a right to eternal life i
especially it would have done so, had it been persisted in, till
he was possessed of that life but such a righteousness as this,
cannot be the foundation of our justification, as the apostle
;

says, Bi/ the xvorks of the latv shall no Jlesh be justified^ Gal. ii.
Therefore, the righteousness we are now speaking of,
16.
must be something wrought out for us, by one who stood in

our room and stead, and was able to pay that debt of obedience^
and endure those sufferings that were due for sin, which the
law of God might have exacted of us, and insisted on the payment of, in our own persons, which, when paid by Christ for
lis, is that, (as will be considered under a following head,)
which Ave generally call Christ's righteousness, or what he did
and suffered in our stead, in conformity to the law of God
•whereby its honour was secured and vindicated, and justice
satisfied ; (so that God hereby appears to be, as the apostle
says, Jiist^ and the justifier of him -which believeth in jesusj

Rom.
—

iii.

26.

(t?)

•

......

7:^

(a) Highteonsness is taken ordinarily to signify a conformity to laws, or rules
of right conduct. Actions, and persons mny respectively be denominated righteous. The moral law, which is both distinguishable by the moral sense, and expressly revealed, requires perfect and perpetual rectitude in disposition, purpose, and action. Because none are ab.-,olutely confirmed to this law, none can
Men are
fairly claim to be in themselves, simply, and absolutely righteous.
said therefore to be righteous comparatively, or because the defects of many of
To be made, (or
their actions are few, or not discernible by their fellow men.
constituted) ri^hteotis, or, to be pistified, in the sight of God, in scriptural language cannot mean, to be made biherently righteoiis. It is God who justifies, he
cannot call evil good, and cannot be ignorant of every man's real demerit. This
righxeousness of the saint has not consisted, under any dispensation, in his own
'conformity to the fiivine law; " /?; the Lord have Jiighteousness;" " That I tnnxj
not knvijtg my oivn righteousness." If it did, there
aid of God's Spirit to sanctify the nature of tlie
To be justified or constituted righteous, is therefoi'e to be
justified person.
treated and accepted as righteous. If God justices the ungodly, his truth and jusHe cannot be induced to depart from perfect rectitude, and
tice must be clear.
When the ungodly are justified, or treated as if i-ighteous, it
strict propriety.
but by the obeis not on their 'own account, for tiieir righteousness is defective

and befoimd in him,
would be no necessity for the

•win Christ

;

dience of one, (that is Christ,) many are made righteous" The t&rm obedience
excludes the essential righteousness of Christ as God. And his righteousness
which he rendered in our nature can neither be transfused into, nor transferred
imto his people, so as to be thciry inherently. Nor can an infinitely wise God
consider the righteousness of One man to be the personal righteousness of anoBut one person may receive advantages from the righteousnes.s of anoIher.
tlier.
Sodom would have been spared if there could have been found ten holy
men in it. Millions may be treated kindly, because of favour or respect had for

one of their number espousing the cause of the whole. One man may become
the surety of, and perform conditions for many, or pay a, ransom for them, and
purchase them from slavery. If it be said that one may not lay down his life,
especially if it be important, for the preservation of another's; yet Christ
\v iV> the i<or^i(/.'i/<? and possessed what no rri'?re creature can, the right to l2iy

;

OF JUSTIFICATION.

IV.

man

to
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now

to
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consider the utter inability of fallen

perform any righteousness that can be the matter of his

justification in the sight of

God

;

whereby

it

will appear, as

it

observed in this answer, that we are not accounted righteous in his sight, for any thing wrought in us, or done by us.
That we cannot be justified by suffering the punishment that
was due for sin, appears from the infinite evil thereof; and the
eternal duration of the punishment that it deserves ; as our Saviour observes in the parable concerning the debtor, who did
not agree ivith his adversary xvhile in the "way,, but was delivered to the officer^ and cast into prison ; from whence he was not
to come out till he had paid the uttermost farthings Matt. v.
crimi25, 26. that is to say, he shall never be discharged.
nal who is sentenced to endure some punishments short of
death, or which are to continue but for a term of years, when
he has suffered them, is, upon the account hereof, discharged,
or justified but it is far otherwise with man, when fallen into
the hands of the vindictive justice of God; therefore the Psalmiist says, enter not into judgment -with thy servant^ or do not
punish me according to the demerit of sin; for in thy sight
shall no Jlesh livhig be justified.
Neither can anv one be justified by performing active obedience to the law of God ; for nothing is sufficient to answer
that end, but what is perfect in all respects ; it must be sinless
obedience, and that not only as to what concerns the time to
come, but as respecting the time past ; and that is impossible,
from the nature of the thing, to be said of a sinner for it
This farther appears from
implies a contradiction in terms.
the holiness of God, which cannot but detest the least defect
and therefore will not deal with a sinful creature, as though
he had been innocent and as for sins that are past, they render us equally liable to a debt of punishment, with those which
are committed at present, or shall be hereafter, in the sight of
God. Moreover, the honour of the law cannot be secured,
unless it be perfectly fulfilled ; which cannot be done if there
be any defect of obedience.
As for those works which are done by us, without the assistance of the Spirit of God, these proceed from a wrong principle, and have many other blemishes attending them, upon
the account whereof, they have only a partial goodness ; and
for that reason Augustine gives them no better a character
is

A

:

;

:

life, and power to take it up agfain.
The importance of the satisfaction
shoukl be adequate to the honour of ti»e law. But tliat every objection to such
fiubstitution ml^ht be removed, it is slicwnthat, this was the very condition upon
which the restoration of tlie saints was suspended in the purposes of God before
man was created and was promised us in (Jkri.tt Jesus before the vorld began.
Justice thcreiure can naither object to tbt substitution, nor v»ithhold the rewards.

down his

;

;
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than shining sins * : but whatever terms we give them, they are
certainly very far from coming up to a conformity to the diAnd as for those good works which are said to be
vine law.
wrought in us, and are the eifect of the power and grace of
God, and the consequence of our being regenerated and converted, these fall far short of perfection ; there is a great deal
of sin attending them, which, if God should mark, none could
stand.
This is expressed by Job, in a very humble manner
Noxu should man be just with God? if he will contend with him.,
he cannot ansrver him one of a thousands And, if I wash myself with snow rvater^ and make mij hands never so clean.^ yet
shalt thou plunge me in the ditch^ and mijie own clothes shall
abhor me : for he is not a man as I atn, that I should answer

we

should come together in judgment. Job ix. 2, 3,
is said to work in us that whicJi is well
pleasing in his sight, Heb. xiii. 21. we are not to understand,
that the grace which he works in us, renders us accepted in
his sight, in a forensic sense, or, that it justifies us; for in this
respect we are only made accepted in the Beloved, that is, in
him, and

30

— 32.

Christ,

when God

Eph.

i.

3.

what is wrought in us, has rsiany defects attending it; so it is not from ourselves, and therefore cannot be
accepted as a payment of that debt of obedience which we owe
to the justice of God ; and consequently we cannot be justified
thereby.
Some, indeed, make the terms of acceptance, or justification in the sight of God, so very low, as though nothing
were demanded of us but our sincere endeavours to yield obeAnd
dience, whatever imperfections it be chargeable v/ith.
others pretend, that our confessing our sins will be conducive
hereunto and assert, that our tears are sufficient to wash away
The Papists add, that some penances, or acts
the guilt of sin.
of self-denial, will satisfy his justice, and procure a pardon for
lis; rea, they go farther than this, and maintain, that persons
may perform works of supererogation, or pay more than the
debt that is ovv^ing from them, or than what the law of God requires, and thereby not only satisfy his justice, but render him
a debtor to them ; and putting them into a capacity of transferring these arrears of debt, to those that stand in need af
them, and thereby lay an obligation on them, in gratitude, to
pay them honours next to divine. Such absurdities do men
run into, who plead for human satisfactions, and the merit of
good works, as the matter of our justification and, indeed,
there is nothing can tend more to depreciate Christ's satisfaction, on the one hand, and stupify the conscience on the other;
and therefore, it is so far from being an expedient for justification, that it is destructive to the souls of men.
Morecyv'er, as

;

:

' ShlenJldaperrp.^n.
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As for our sincere endeavours, or imperfect obedience, thesi
cannot be placed by the justice of God, in the room of perfect;
cannot supfor that is contrary to the nature of justice :
pose, that he who pays a pepper-corn, or a few mites, instead
of a large sum, really pays the debt that was due from him ;
justice cannot account this to be a payment ; therefore, a discharge from condemnation, upon these terms, cannot be styled
a justification. And if it be said that it is esteemed so by an
act of grace : this is to advance the glory of one divine perfection, and, at the same time, detract from that of another ; nothing therefore can be our righteousness, but that which the
justice of God may, in honour, accept of for our justification:
and our own righteousness is so small and inconsiderable a
thing, that it is a dishonour for him to accept of it in this respect ; and therefore we cannot be justified by works done by
us, or wrought in us.
This will farther appear, if we consider the properties of
this righteousness ; and in particular, that it must not only be
perfect, and therefore, such as a sinful creature cannot perform ; but it must also be of infinite value, otherwise it could
not give satisfaction to the infinite justice of God; and consequently cannot be performed by any other than a divine perAnd it must also bear some resemblance to that debt
son.
which was due from us, inasmuch as it v/as designed to satisfy for the debt which he had contracted ; and therefore must
be performed by one who is really man. But this having been
insisted on elsewhere, under the head of Christ's Priestly office *, we shall not farther enlarge on it ; but proceed to con-

We

sider,

V. That our Lord Jesus Christ has wrought out this righteousness for us, as our Surety, by performing active and passive obedience ; which is imputed to us for our justification.
have before considered that it is impossible that such a
righteousness, as is sufficient to be the matter of our justification, should be wrought out by us in our own persons; it therefore follows ; that it must be wrought out for us, by one who
bears the character of a surety, and performs every thing that
is necessary to our justification; such an one is our Lord JeIn considering this head, we must,
sus Christ.
1. Shew what we are to understand by a surety j since it is
the righteousness of Christ, under this relation to us, which is
the matter of our justification.
surety is one who submits
to be charged with, and undertakes to pay a debt contracted br
another, to the end that the debtor may hereby be discharged:
thus the apostle Paul engages to be surety to Philemon, for
OnesimuSj who had fled from him, whom he had wronged or

We
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injured, ftn J was hereby indebted to him ; concerning whom,
he says, If he hath wronged thee^or oxveth thee oiight^put that
on mine account; /, Paul^ have -written it zvith mine oiun hand^
I will repay it, Philem. ver. 18. And elsewhere, we read of
Judah's overture to be surety for his brother Benjamin, that he
should return to his father, as a motive to induce him to give
his consent that he should go with him into Egypt: Irvill be
surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring
him 7iot unto thee^ and set him before thee^ then let me bear the
blame for ever^ Gen. xliii. 9. This is so commonly known in
civil transactions of the like nature, between man and man, that
it needs no farther explication ; however, it may be observed,
(1.) That a person's becoming surety iFor another, must be
a free and voluntary act for to force any one to bind himself
to pay a debt, which he has not contracted, is as much an act
of injustice, as it is in any other instance to exact a debt where
:

it is

not due.

He that engages to be surety for another must be in a
capacity to pay the debt, otherwise he is unjust to the creditor,
as well as brings ruin upon himself: therefore it is said. Be
not thou one of them that strike hands^ or of them that are sureties for" debts ^ if thou hast nothing to pay ; xvhy should he tak'^
away the bed from under thee f Prov. xxiii. 26, 27.
(3.) He who engages to be surety for another, is supposed
not to have contracted the debt himself j and therefore the
(2.)

creditor must have no demands upon him, as being involved
together with the debtor, and so becoming engaged antecedent
nevertheles:?, he is deemed, in the eye of
to his being surety
the law, consequent thereunto, to stand in the debtor's room,
and to be charged with his debt, and equally obliged to the
payment thereof, as though he had contracted it, especially if
the creditor be resolved to exact the payment of him, rather
than of the original debtor *.
(4.) As debts are of different kinds, so the obligation of a surety agreeably thereunto admits of different circumstances thus
there are pecuniary debts resulting from those dealings or contracts which pass between man and man in civil affairs; and there
are debts of service or obedience ; as also debts of punishment,
as has been before observed, for crimes committed; in all
which cases, as the nature of the debt differs, so there are some
In pecuniary
things peculiar in the nature of suretyship for it.
debts the creditor is obliged to accept of payment at the hand
:

:

*

* The distinction often used in the civil latv betiueen fide-jussor and expromissor,
er a person's beino- bound together -with the original debtor, and tite creditor's bdng
left to his liberty to exact the debtofivhich of the tivo lie pleases, lohich is called Udejussor ; and the stirety's taking the dent upon himself, so as that he ivho contracted
it is hereby discharged, luhich is luhat we understand bv expromissor, has been c(»i-

siJer-J elsnvh(re.
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«f any one, wheat the request of the debtor is willing to discharge the debt which he has contracted, especially, if what he
pays be his own; but in debts of service or punishment, when
the surety offers himself to perform or suffer what was due
from another, the creditor is at his liberty to accept of, or refuse satisfaction from him, but might insist on the payment of
the debt by him in his own person, from whom it was due.
2. Christ was such a surety for us, or substituted in our
room, with a design to pay the debt which was due to the jusPlere, that wc may assume the ideas of
tice of God from us.
a surety but now-mentioned, and apply them to Christ, as our
surety, let

it

be considered

;

That what he did and suffered for us was free and vol; this appears from his readiness to engage therein, expressed by his saying, ic, J come to do thy ivill, Heb. x. 9.
(1.)
untar}-

And

therefore whatever he suffered for us did not infertile least
God that inflicted it *.
(2.) He was able to pay the debt, so that there was not the
least injury offered to the justice of God by his imdertaking.
This is evident, from his being God incarnate ; and therefore

injustice in

in one nature he

was able

manded of us, and

to

do and

suffer

in the other nature to

whatever was de-

add an

infinite

value

what he performed therein.
(3.) He was not rendered incapable of paying our debt, or
answering for the guilt which we had contracted by any debt
of his own, which involved him in the same guilt, and rendered him liable to the same punishment with us, as is evident
from what the prophet says concerning him, who speaks of
him, as charged with our guilt, though he had done no violence^
neither 7vas amj deceit found in his mouthy Isa. liii. 9.
That
which the prophet calls doing no violence., the apostle Peter referring to, and explaining it, styles doings or committing no sin
of an}' kind.
He was not involved in the guilt of Adam's sin,
which would have rendered him incapable of being a surety
to pay that debt for us
neither had he the least degree of the
corruption of nature, being conceived in an extraordinary way,
and sanctified from the womb f. Nor did he ever commit actual sin, for he was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from

to

;

sinners.
(4.) Another thing observed in the character of a surety,
which is very agreeable to Christ, is ; that what he engaged to
pay was his own, or at his own disposal, he did not offer any
injury to justice, by paying a debt that was before due to it,
or by performing any service which he had no warrant to do.
It is true, he gave his life a ransom, but consider him as a di
•

•

Volenti non fit injuria.
t See Yui II. rare 2^1.
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vine Person, and he had an undoubted right to dispose or of,
Did ht consent, in
lay down that hfe which he had as man.
the eternal transaction between the Father and him, to be in.carnate, and in our nature to perform the work of a Surety?
this was an act of his sovereign v/ili ; and therefore whatever
he paid as a ransom for us, was, in the highest sense, his own.
The case was not the same as though one man should offer to
Jay down his life for another, who has no power to dispose of
are not lords of our own lives ; as
his life at pleasure.
we do not come into- the world by our own wills, we are not
to go out of it when we please ; but Christ was as God, if I
may so express myself, lord of himself, of all that he did and
suffered as man ; by which I understand that he had a right as
God to consent or determine to do, and suffer whatever he did
and suffered as man ; therefore the debt which he paid in the
human nature was his own.
(5.) As it has been before observed, that in some cases he
that is willing to substitute himself as a surety in the room of
the debtor, must be accepted, and approved by him to whom
it was due; and in this respect our Saviour's substitution as
our surety in our room, had a sanction from God the Father;
who gave many undeniable evidences that what he did and suffered for us, was accepted by him as really as though it had
been done by us in our own persons, which, as was before observed, might have been refused by him, it being the payment
of a debt of obedience and sufferings. Now that God the Father testified his acceptance of Christ as our surety, appears,
1. From his well-pleasedness with him, both before and after his incarnation ; before he came into the world, God seems
to speak with pleasure in the fore-thought of what he would be,
and do, as Mediator, when he says. Behold my servant whom
I uphold^ mine electa in whom my soul delighteth^ Isa. xlii. 1.
And he is also said to be -well pleasedfor his righteousness sake,
ver. 21. or in his determining before hand that he should, as
Mediator, bring in that righteousness which would tend to
magnify the law, and make it honourable.
Moreover, his having anointed him by a previous designation to this work, as the prophet intimates, speaking of him before his incarnation, Isa. Ixi. 1. 2. is certainly an evidence of

We

And when he was inapproved of him, when engaged in the work
which he came into the world about: thus, when he was solemnly set apart, by baptism to the discharge of his public ministry, we read of a voice from heaven, saying, This is my be-

his being approved to be our surety.

carnate,

God

And to
loved Son^ in XV horn I am well pleased^ Pv^Iatt. iii. 17.
this we may add, that there was the most undeniable proof of
God's well pleasedness with him, as hax/ing accomplished this
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tvork,

when he

raised

him from

Bi.

the dead, and set

him

at his

own

right hand, in heavenly places.
2. This may be farther argued from his justifying and saving those for whom he undertook to be a surety, before the debt
was actually paid; and his applying the same blessings to his

work of redemption was finished. The apwhat Christ undertook to purchase, is an evidence

people, since the
plication of

of the acceptableness of the price.

And this may

be consider-

ed, either as respecting those that were saved before his incarnation and death; or those who are, from that time, in all
succeeding ages, made partakers of the saving benefits procured thereby. Before the actual accomplishment of what he undertook to do and suflTer, as our surety, God the Father trusted him, and, by virtue of his promising to pay the debt, dis-

charged the Old Testament saints from condemnation, as efThere are some
fectually as though it had been actually paid.
cases in which a sui-ety's undertaking to pay a debt, is reckoned equivalent to the actual payment of it; namely, when it is
impossible that he should make a failure in the payment thereof, either though mutability, or a fickelness of temper, inducing him to change his purpose ; or from unfaithfulness, which
might render him regai-dless of his engagement to pay it or
from some change in his circumstances whereby, though he
once was able to pav it, he afterwards becomes unable I say,
if none of these things can take place, and especially, if the
creditor, by not demanding present payment, receives some
advantage, which is an argument that he does not stand in need
thereof in these cases the promise to pay a debt is equivalent
to the payment of it.
Now these things may well be applied to Christ's undertaking to pay our "debt: it was impossible that he should fail in
the accomplishment of what he had undertaken; or change his
purpose, and so, though he designed to do it, enter into other
measures; or, though he had promised to do it, be unfaithlul
in the accomplishment thereof, these things being all inconsistent with the character of his person who undertook it; and,
though he suiTered for us in the human nature, it was his divine nature that undertook to do it therein, which is infinitely
free from the least imputation of weakness, mutability, or unfaithfulness
and, whereas the present payment was not immediately demanded, nor designed to be made till the fulness
of time was come, his forbearance hereof was compensated by
that revenue of glory which accrued to the divine name, and
that honour that redounded to tlie Mediator, by the salvation
of the elect, before his incarnation; and this was certainly ^^n
'indeniable evidence of God's approving his undercaking.
:

:

:

:
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And

since the woi-k of redemption has been completed,

who

all

be brought to glory, have, in themselves, a convincing proof of God's being well pleased with
Christ, as substituted in their room and stead, to pay the debt,
that was due from them to his justice, as the foundation of
From hence it plainly appears, that Christ
their justification.
was substituted as a surety in our room and stead, to do that
for us which was necessary for our justification ; and we have
sufficient ground to conclude, that he was so from scripture,
from whence alone it can be proved, it being a matter of pure
revelation.
Thus he is said, in express terms, to have been
made a surety of a better testament^ Heb. vii. 22. and that as
our surety, he has paid that debt of sufferings which was due
from us, is evident, in that he is said to offer himself a sacr'ijicefor our sins^ ver. 2/. and to have beeii 077ce offered to bear
the sins of many chap. ix. 28. and from his being holy, harmthose

are, or shall

^

and separate from sinners, the apostle argues,
had no occasion to offer a sacrifice for himself, or that

less, undefiled,

that he

he had no sin of his own to be charged with, therefore, herein
he bore or answered for our sins thus the apostle Peter says.
He bare our sins in his own body., on the trce^ by whose stripes
:

tvc are healed, 1 Pet.
being-

made sin for

ii.

24.

us, xvho

And

knew no

elsewhere,

we read

sin, that xue

of his

might be made

the righteousness of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. that is, he, who
guilt of his own to answer for, submitted to be charged

had no

our guilt, to stand in our room and stead, and accordingly to be made a sacrifice for sin ; all this implies as much as
But this having been particuhis being made a surety for us.
larly insisted on elsewhere in speaking concerning Christ's
satisfaction, which could not be explained without taking occasion to mention his being substituted in the room and stead
•with

of those for whom he paid a price of redemption and having
also considered the meaning of those scriptures that speak of
his bearing our sins, we shall proceed to consider *.
3. What Christ did, pursuant to this character, namely, as
our surety, as he paid all that debt which the justice of God
;

demanded from us, which consisted in active and passive obedience. There was a debt of active obedience demanded from
man as a creature ; and upon his failure of paying it, when he
but such
sinned, it became an out-standing debt, due from us
',

God determines not to justify
as could never be paid by us.
any, unless this out-standing debt be paid ; Christ, as our surety, engages to take the payment of it on himself: and, whereas
this defect of obedience, together with all actual transgressions,
xyhich proceeded from the corruption of our nature, render us
^viilty or liable to the stroke of vindictive justice, Christ, as
*

See

Vol. 11.

pa£e 288.
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our surety, undertakes to bear that also this we generally call
the imputation of our sin to Christ, the placing our debt to his
account, and the transferring the debt of punishment, which
was due from us to him, upon which account he is said to yield
obedience, and suffer in our room and stead, or to perform
active and passive obedience for us ; which two ideas the
apostle joins in one expression, when he says, that he became
But this having been been indbcdient unto dcath^ Phil. ii. 8.
sisted on elsewhere, under the head of Christ's satisfaction *,
where we shewed, not only that Christ performed active as
well as passive obedience for us, but endeavoured to answer
the objections that are generally brought against Christ's active
obedience, being part of that debt which he engaged to pay for
us we shall pass it by at present.
But that which may farther be added, to prove that our sin
and guilt were imputed to him, may be argued from his being
said to be 7nacle a cunefor us, in order to his redeeming us
from the curse of the law. Gal. iii. 13. and also from his bein^
:

:

sin for its, that we jjiight be made the righteousness of
And also from other scriptures,
in him, 2 Cor. v. 21.
that speak of him as suffering, though innocent ; punished for
sin, though he was at the same time the Lamb of God, with«

made

God

out spot or blemish; dealt with as guilty, though he had never
contracted any guilt, and being made a sacrifice for sin, though
sinless, which could not have been done consistently with the
justice of God, had not our sins been placed to his account, or
imputed to him.
It is indeed a very difficult thing to convince some persons,
how Christ could be charged with sin, or have sin imputed to
him, in consistency with the sinless purity of his nature, which
some think to be no better than a contradiction, though it ba
agreeable to the scripture mode of speaking, viz. lie zuas made
HoM*ever, when,
sin for us, and yet hierv no sin, 2 Cor, v. 21.
we speak of sin's being imputed to him, wc are far from in«
i.inuating, that he committed any acts of sin ; or, that his human nature was, in the least, inclined to, or defiled thereby
we choose therefore to use the scripture phrase, in which he is
said to have borne our sins, rather than to say, that he Was a
sinner; much less would I give countenance to that expression which some make use of, that he was the gi-eatest sinner
in the world; -..ince I do not desire to apply a word to him,
which is often taken in a sense not in the least applicable to the
holy Jesus,
cannot be too cautious in our expressions,
lest the most common sense in which we understand tlie greatt;st sinner, when applied to men, should give any one a M'rong
idea of him, as though he had committed, or were defiled with

We
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we assert is, that he was charged with our sins,
suffered for them, not with having committed them;
but with the guilt of them, which, by his own consent, was imputed to him ; otherwise his sufferings could not have been a
All that

sin.

when he

punishment for sin ; and if they had not been so, our sin could
not have been expiated, nor would his sufferings have been the
ground of our justification. This leads us to consider,
4. The reference that Christ's suretyship-righteousness has
to our justification. This is generally styled its being imputed;
which is a word very much used by those who plead for the
scripture-sense of the doctrine of justification, and as much opposed by them that deny it ; and we are obliged to defend the
yse of it; otherwise Christ's righteousness, how glorious soIt be in itself, would not avail for our justification. Here
necessarv for us to explain what we mean by the imputation of Chi-ist's righteousness.
There are seme who oppose this doctrine, by calling it a putative righteousness, the shadow or appearance of that which
has in it no reality, or our being accounted what we are not,
whereby a wrong judgment is passed on persons and things.
However, we are not to deny it because it is thus misi^epreit is certain, that there
stnted, and thereby unfairly opposed
are such words used in scripture, and often applied to this
doctrine, which, without any ambiguity or strain on the sense
thereof, may be translated, to reckon, to account, or to place
a thing done by another to our account; or, as we express

ever

it is

:

to

it,

impute.*

And

that,

either respects

what

is

done by

or something done by another for us. The former of these
senses our adversaries do not oppose ; as when it is said, that
Phinehas executed judgment, and it xuas counted unto him for
Righteousness^ Psal. cvi. 31. that is, it was approved by God as
a righteous action ; which expression seems to obviate an ob=
jection that some might make against it; supposing, that Phinehas herein did that which more properly belonged to the civil magistrate ; or, tliat this judicial act in him, was done without a formal trial, and, it may be, too hastily; but God owns
the action, and, in a way of approbation, places it to his account
for righteousness, that it should be reckoned a righteous action

us

;

throughout all generations.
Again, sometimes that which is done by a person, is imputed to him, or charged upon him, so that he must answer for
thus Shimei says to Dait, or suffer the punishment due to it
vid, Let not nnj Lord impute iniqu'Jy tmto me, 2 Sam. xix. 19.
that is, do not charge that sin, which I committed, upon me,
fio as to put me to death for it, which thou mightest justly do.
j^nd Stephen prays, Lord, laij not this sin to their charge. Acts
:
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60. impute it not to them, or inflict not the punishment on
No one can deny that what is done by
it deserves.
a person himself, may be placed to his own account ; so that
he may be rewarded or punished tor it; or it may be approved
or disapproved but this is not the sense in which we undervii.

theai that

:

stand it when speaking concerning the imputation of Christ's
righteousness to us ; for this supposes that which is done by another, to be placed to our account. This is the main thing which
is denied by those who have other sentiments of the doctrine
we are maintaining ; and, they pretend, that for God to account
Christ's righteousness ours, is to take a wrong estimate of
things, to reckon that done by us which was not ; which is contrary to the wisdom of God, who can, by no means, entertain
any false ideas of things ; and if the action be reckoned ours,
then the character of the person performing it, must also be
applied to us ; which is to make us sharers in Christ's Media-

and gloiy*
most perverse sense which can be put on
words, or a setting this doctrine in such a light as no one takes
it in, who pleads for it
we do not suppose, that God looks
upon man with his all-seeing eye, as having done that which
Christ did, or to sustain the character which belongs to him in
doing it ; we are always reckoned, by him, as offenders, or contracting guilt, and unable to do any thing that can make an
atonement for it. Therefore, what interest soever we have in
what Christ did, it is not reputed our action ; but God's imputing Christ's righteousness to us, is to be taken in a forensic
sense, which is agreeable to the idea of a debt being paid by a
surety
it is not supposed that the debtor paid the debt which
the surety paid but yet it is placed to his account, or imputed
to iiim as really as though he had paid it himself. Thus what
Christ did and suffered in our room and stead, is as much placed to our account, as though we had done and suffered it oui**^elves ; so that by virtue hereof we are discharged from condemnation, (r/)
torial office

But

this is the

:

:

;

(a) " I am not witliout painful apprehension, said Peter to John, that the views
of our friend James on some of the doctrines of the gospel, are unliuppih diverted from the truth. I suspect he does not believe in the proper imputation of sin
to Christ, or of Christ's righteousness to us
nor in his being our substitute, or
;

representative.
John. Those are serious things ; but what are the grounds, brother Peter, on
which your suspicions rest ?
Peter. Partly \\ hat he has piiblished, which T rannot reconcile with those doctrines and partly what he has said in my hearing, which I consider as an avowal
of what I have stated.
John. What say you to this, brother James ?
Jamts. I cannot tell whether wiiat 1 have written or spoken accords with brother Peter's ideas on these subjects
indeed I suspect it docs not biit I never
thought of culling either cx^.th': docti'ines in question. Were I to relinquish the
;

:

:

—

as
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This Is tlie sense in which we understand the imputation oi
Christ's righteousness to us ; and it is agreeable to the account
we have thereof in scripture : thus we are said to be made the
one or the other, I should be at a loss for ground on M'hich to rest my salvation.
he si^ys of my avowing my disbelief of tliem in his hearing- must be a misunderstanding. I did say, 1 suspected that his vie-ws of imputation and substitution were unscriptural
but had no intention of diso'.vning the doctrines them-

What

;

seh'es.

Peter. Brother James, I have no desire to assume any dominion over your
faith ; but should be glad to know what are your ideas on these important subjects. Do Tou hold that sin was properly imputed to Christ, or tliat Christ's
righteousne'ss is properly imputed to us, or not P
James. You are quite at liberty, brother Peter, to ask me any questions on
these subjects and if you will hear me patiently, I will answer you as explicitly
Svs I aai able.
John. Do so, brother James ; and we shall hear you not only patiently, but, I
trust, uith pleasure.
James. To impute,* signifies in general, to charje, recknv, ov place to accovnfi
according to the different objects to which it is applied. Tliis word, hke many
others, lias a. proper, and an imUroper or figur.itive me;uiing.
First: It is applied to tlie charging; recko?mi°-, ov placivg to the account of persons and things, that which PRorEiii.Y BELoxas to thf.m. This I consider as its
proper m< aning. In this sense the word is used in the following passages. " Eli
thought sfee, (liann-nh,) had been drunken Ifanan and Mattaniuh, the treasurers
were cor/vi/fifnaichful Let a man so account of us as the ministers of Christ, and
stewards (.f the mj'stcries of God Let such an one ^'2277,1- this, that such as we
are in woixl by letters when v,e are absent, such will we be also indeed wlien we
are presenl I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us."f Reckoning or accounting, in the above instances, is no other th.an ju.dging of persons and things
according to what thcjj are, or appear to be. To impute sin in t'nis sense is to charge
guilt upon the giiilty in a judicial way, or with a view to punishment. Thus Shimei besought David that his iniquity might not be imputed to him ; thus the man
is pronounced blessed to whom the Lord imputelh not iniquitv : and thus Paul
prayed that the .sin of those who deserted him might not be laid to their clicirge.%
In this sense the term is ordinarily used in common life. To impute treason
or Siny other crime to a man, is the same thing as charging him with having committed it, and with a view to his being punished.
Secondly It is applied to the charging, rec/co7mig, or placing to the account of
persons .ind ihings, that "which does not pnorEiiLT belo^jg to them, as thoitgh
IT DID. This I consider as its improper or figurative meaning. In this sense the
word is used in the following passages " And this your heave-offering shall be
reckoned wniri you as thougJi it vjere the corn of the threshing-Roor and as the fulness of tiie wine -press Wherefore luLlest thou thy face, and holdcst me for thine
enemy If the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his
uncircumcision be counted i'or circumcision If he hath wronged thee, or oweth
thee aught, /ij/< that on mine accovnt.'"^
It is in this latter sense that I understand the term v.'hcn applied to justiiication. " Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for rigliteousness
To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his
f:uth is counted for righteousness." The counting, or reckoning, in these instances, is not a judging of things as they are ; but cs they are nnt, as though they
lor
•a-erc. 1 do not think that faith here means the righteousness of the Messiah
h is expressly called " believing." It means believing, however, not us a virtn*
;

—

—

—

—

:
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—
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—
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righteousness of God in livn^ 2 Cor. v. 21. the abstract being
put for the concrete ; that is, we are denotninated and dealt
with as righteous persons, acquitted and discharged IVom con-

ous exercise of the mind which God consented to accept instead of perfect obedience, but as having respect lu the promised J\Tessiah, and so to his rii^hteousness
as the ground of acceptance * Justification is ascribed to faith, as hcahng' frequently is in the New Testament; not as thai from which the virtue proceeds,,
but as tiiat which receives from the Saviour's fulness.
Ihit if it were allowed that faitli in these passages really means the object believed in, still this was not Abraham's o-wn rij^hteousness, and could not be jn-operly counted by him who judgi.'s of things as they are, as being so. It was reckoned unto i\im US if it -.vere iiis and the effects, or benefits of it were actually
imparted to him but this was all. Abraham did not become mcritorio\is, or
cease to be vmworlhy.
" What is it to place our righteousness in the obedience of Christ, (says Calvin,) but to affirm tliut hereby only we are fjcroun/er/ righteous because the obedience of Christ is imputed to us as if jt wjere ouu owx."[It is thus also that 1 unfleretand the imputation of sin to Christ. He was accounted in the divine administration us if f^e -were, or had been the sinner, that
those who believe in l»im might be accounted us if they were, or had been righ;

:

;

teous.

Brethren, I have done. Whether
allowed to be e.xplicit.

my statement be just or not, I

hope

it

will

be

John. I'hat it certainly is and we thank you. Have you any other questions,
brother Peter, to ask upon the subject ?
reter. How do you understand the apostle in 2 Cor. v. 21. He hath made him
Utie sin for us, tvho knexu no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God
in him ?
James. Till lately I cannot say that I have thought closely upon it. I have understood that several of ouf best writers consider the word u/A'xpru. (sin) as frequently meaning a sin-ojfering. Dr. Owen so interprets it in his answer to Biddle,t though it seems he afterwards changed his mind. Considering the opposition between the sin which Christ was made, and the righteousness which we
are made, together with the same v.-or(l lieing used for that which he was made, and
that which he knew not, I am inclined to be of the doctor's lust opinion n.uuelv,
that the sin which Christ was made, means sin it.self ; and the righteousness
which we are made, means riqhteousness itself. I doubt not but that the allusion
is to the sin-ottering under the law; but not to its being made a sacrifice. Let me
be a little more particular. There were two things belonging to thesin-oflering.
First : The imputation of the sins of the people, signified by the priest'.s lavliigIiis hands upjon the bend of the animal, and confessing over it their transgressions ; and v/hich is called " putting them upon it."§ That is, it was counted in
the divine administration as if the a?iimnl hud been the sinner, and the only sinner of the nation. Secondly : Offering it in sacrifice, or " killing it before the Lord
for an atonement."!) Now th^ phrase, made sin, in 2 Cor. v. 21. appears to refer
to Xhefrnt step in this process in order to the last. It is expressive of what wivij
preparatory to Christ's suffering death rather than of the thing itself, just as
our being 7nade righteousness expresses what was preparatory to God's bestowL-»g upon U:, elern:il lite. But the term made is not to be taken literally
for that
Woultl convey the idea of Christ's being really the subject of moral evil. It is ex
pressive of adivnie constitution, by which our Redeemer wltii his own con.sent^
stood in the sinner's place, as thf.ugh he had bivn himself the transgressor ; just
as the sin-oflrrltig under the law was, in mercy to Israel, reckoned or accounted
to have the sir.s of the ])eople " put upon its head," with this diflerence; thai
Was only a shadow, but this went really to take away sin.
;

;

;

*

Fxpositorv niscourses on Gen. xv. 1—6. .\ho Calvin's Inst, bk,
( Ucv. xri, a,
1 p. 410.
j 2,
H Ley. i. 4, ?,

t*. in. ch. xl.

iil. cli.

xj

4 r.

t

InsJ,

OF justification;

88

demnation in the virtue of what was done by him, who is elsewhere styled, The Lord our righteousness ; and the apostlespeaks of his having Christ*s righteousness^ Phil. iii. 9. that is,
Peter.

PDXISHiD

Do you

consider Christ as having been punished, really and properly

?

should think I do not. But what do you mean by punishment ?
innocent person may suffer, but, properly speaking, he cannot be
ptinished. Punishment necessarily supposes criminality.
James. Just so and therefore as 1 do not believe that Jesus was in any sense
criminal, 1 cannot say he was really and properly punished.
Peter. Punishment is the infliction of natural evil for the commission of moral
evil. It is not necessary, however, that the latter should have been committed
by the party Criminality is supposed but it may be either personal or imputed.
James. This 1 cannot admit. Real and proper punishment, if I understand the
terms, is not only the infliction of natural evil for the commission of moral evil;
but the infliction of the one 7ipon the person who committed the other, and in displeasure against him. It not only supposes criminality, but that the party punished was literally the criminal. Criminality committed by one party, and imputed
to another, is not a ground for real and proper punishment. If Paul had sustained the punishment due to Onesimus for having wronged his ma.ster,yet it would
not have been real and proper punishment to him, but suffering only, as not being
inflicted in displeasure against him. I am aware of what has been said on this
subject, that there was a more intimate miion between Christ and those for whom
he died, thati could ever exist between creatures. But be it so, it is enough for
me tl'.at the union was not such as that the actioxs of the one bf.came those of
THE oTHKn. Christ, even in the act of offering himselfa sacrifice, when, to speak
in the language of the Jewish law, the sins of the people were put or laid upoa
him, gave himself nevertheless the just for the uxjtjst.
Peter. And thus it is that you understand the words of Isaiah, The Lord hath
laid on him the iniquity of us all?
James. Yes, he bore the punishment due to our sins, or that which, considering the dignity of his person, was equivalent to it. The phrase " He shall bear
his inic^uity," which so frequently occurs in the Old Testament, means, he shall
bear the punishment due to his iniquity.
Peter. And yet you deny that Christ's sufferings were properly penal.
James. You would not deny eternal life which is promised to believers to be
properly a reward; but you would deny its being a real and proper reward to
THEM.
Peter. And wliat then ?
James. If eternal life, though it be a reward, and we partake of it, }-et is really
and properly the reward of Christ's obedience, and not our's then the suflerings
of Christ, though they were a punishment, and he sustained it, yet were really
and properly the punishment of our sins, and not his. What he bore was punishment that is, it was the expression of divine displeasure against transgressors.
So what we enjoy is reward that is, it is the expression of God's well-pleasedness in the obedience and death of his Son. But neither is the one a punishment
to him, nor the other, properly speaking, a reward to us.
'I'here appears to me great accuracy in the scriptural language on this subject. What our Saviour underwent is almost always expressed by the term suffering. Once it is called a chastisemeJit : yet there he is not said to have been
chastised; but " the chastisement of our peace was upon him." This is the same
as saying he bore our punishment. He was made a curse for us that is, having
been reckoned, or accounted the sinner, as though he had actually been so, he
was treated accordingly, as one that had deserved to be an outcast from heaven
and earth. I believe the wrath of God that was due to us was poured upon him
but I do not believe that God for one moment was angry or displeased with hin:^
or that he smote him from any such displeasure.
There is a passage in Calvi)i's Institutes, which so fully expresses my mino'.
James.
Peter.

I

An

;

—

:

;

:

:

:
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having it imputed to him, oif having an interest in it, or being
dealt with according to the tenor thereof; in this respect he opposes it to that righteousness which was in him, as the result
that r hope you will excuse nie if I read it. You will find it in Bk. ii. chap. xvi.
§ 10, 11. " it behoved hini that he should, as it were, hand to hand, wrestle with
" the armies of hell, and tiie horror of eternal death. The chastisement of our
" peace was laid upon him. He was smitten of his Father for our crimes, and
*' bruised
for our iniquities whereby is meant that he was put in the stead of the
" wicked, as surety and pledge, yea, and as the very guilty person, himself, to
" sustain and bear away all the puniyhments that should ha\e been laid upon
" them, save only that he could not be holden of death. Yet do we not mean that
" God was at any time either his enemy, or angry with him. For how could he
" be angry with his beloved Son, upon whom his mind rested } Or how could
" Christ by his intercession appease his Father's wrath towards others, if, fall of
" hatred, he had been incensed against himself.'' But this is our meaning that
*'
he sustained the weight of the divine displeasure ; inasm.uch as he, being
" stricken and tormented by the hand of God, did feel ali, thh tokens or ooo
:

—

"

WHEX HE 13 ANGRY AND PUNISHETH."
Peter. The words of scripture are very express — He hath made Mm to
for Mi— He was made a curse for us. — You may, by dilutmg and qualifying

be

sixt

inter-

what you consider as intolerable harshness. In other words,
to correct the language and sCRtiments of inspiration, and teach
the apostle to speak of his Lord with more decorum, lest his personal purity
ahould be Impo.iched, and lest the odium of the cross, annexed by divine law,
pretations, soften

you may choose

remain attaclied to his death but if you abide by the obvious meaning of the
passages, you must hold with a commutation ofpersons, the imputation ef sin and
of righteousness, and a vicarious punishment, equally pregnant with execration
:

as wiili

d:;atli.

Peter would forbear the use of language which tends not
but to IrriLate.
James. If there be any thing convincing in it, T confess I do not perceive it. f
admit with xVIr. Chamoch, " That Christ was " made sin" as if he had sinned all
the sins of men; and we are " made righteousness," as z/ we A<.i J not sinned at
all." What more is necessary to abide by the obvious meaning of the words ^ To
go further must be to maintain that Christ's being made sin means that he was
literally rendered wicked, and that his being made a curse is the same thing as
Ills being punished for it according to his deserts. Brother Peter, I am sure, does
not believe this shocking position but he seems to think there Is a medium between his being treated as if he were a sinner, and his being one. If such a mediUm there be, I should be glad to discover it s at pi-esent it appears to me to have
no existence.
Brother Peter will not stispect me, I hope, of wishing to depreciate his judgment, when I say, that Ijc appears to me to be attached to certain terms without
having sufficiently weighed their import. In most cases I should think it a pribut in some things I cannot agree with him. Jn order to
vilege to learn of him
maintain the real and proper punishment of Christ, he talks of his being " guilty
by Imputation." The term guilly, I am awaie, Is often used by theological wriJoh7i.

1

wisli brother

to convince,

:

i

:

ters for an obligation to punishment, and so ap]Dlics to that voluntar}' obligation
which Christ came under to sustain the punishment of our sins but strictly speaking, guilt is the desert of punishment ; and this can never apply but to the offenvo'mntiu y obligation to endure the punislider. It is the opposite of innocence.
ment of another is not ^ilt, any more than a consequent exemption from obli:

A

innocence. Both guilt and Innocence are transferable
themselves tliey are unlvansferable. To say that Christ
was reckoned
counted in the divine administration as if he xvere the sinner, and
came under an obligation to endure the curse or punishment due to oi;r sins, i.s
one thing but to say he deserved that curse, is another. Guilt, strictly speaking-, is the inseparable attendant gf Uansgi-ession, and could never therefsre for

gation

in

the ofi'endcr.

in their effects,

but

Is

in

M

:
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of his

own performances

;

and elsewhere Christ

made of God unto us righteousness
law is placed to our account; and the
;

that

is,

is

said to be

his fulfilling the

apostle speaks of Christ'^

one moment occupy the conscience of Christ. If Christ by imputation became
«Vsfrvm^ of punishment, we by non-lmputation cease to deserve it and if our
demerits be literally ti-atisferred to him, liis merits must of course be the same
to 'tis
and then, instead of approachins^ God as guilty and mnvort/i^, we raiglit
take consequeice to ourselves before him, as not only guiltless, but meritorious
;

:

beings.
Peter. Some who profess to hold that believers are justified by the righteousriess of Christ, deny, nevertheless, that his obedience itself is imputed to them
for they maintain that the scripture represents believers as receiving only the
benejiti, or eflects of Christ's righteousness in justification, or their being pardoned and accepted for Christ's righteousness sake. Hut it is not merely for the
sake of Christ, or of what he has done, that believers are accepted of God, and
treated as completely righteous but it is in him as their Head, Representative,
and Substitute; and by the in>putation of that very obedience which as such he

—

;

performed to the divine law, that tlicy are justified.
James. I have no dunbt but that the imputation of Christ's righteousness presupposes a unmi witii him since there is no perceivable fitness in bestowing benefits on one for another s sake where there is no union or relation subsisting be»
tween them. It is not such a imion, however, as that tuk actions of kithek become THOSE OF THE OTHER. That " the scriptures represent believers as receiving
;

only the benefits or the effects of Christ's righteousness in justification," is a remark of which I am not able to perceive the fallacy nor does it follow that his
obedience itself is not imputed to them. Obedience itself may be and is imputed,
while its eflects only are imlmrted, and consequently received- I never met with
a person wlio held the absurd notion of imputed benefits, or imputed punishments; and am inclined to think tliere never was such a person. lie that however as it may, siii on the one hand and righteousness on the other, are tlie proper objects of imputation but that imputation consi.sts in charging or reckoning them to the account of the party in such a way as to impart to him their evil
or beneficial effects.
Petei: The doctrine for which I contend as taught by the apostle Paul, is neither novel, nor more strongly expressed than it has tornjerly been by authors of
eminence.
have been told of an old protestant writer who says,
Jame.^. It may be so.
that " In Clirl.^t, and by him, every true Christian may be called afulfiUer of the
lati) -" but I .see not why he might not as well have added, Every true Christian
may be said to iiave been slain, and, if not to have redeemed himself by bis own
blood, yet to he wortliy of all that blessing, and honour, and glory, that shall be
conferred upon him in the world to come. What do you think of Dr. Cnisp's
Sermons } Has lie not carried your principles to :\n extreme,''
Peter. I cordially agree with Witsius, as to the nnjiropriety of calling Clirist
a sinner, trti'y u sinner, tlie greatest of sinners, &.C. yet 1 aniiifar from disapproving of what Ur. Ciasr, and some others, meimt by those exceptionable exprcs:

;

We

—

sion.s.

James. If a Christian may be called afulfiUer of the la-iU, on account of Christ's
obedience being imputed to him, I see not why Christ may not be called « transgressor of the laio, on account of our disobedience bi:ing imputed to him. Per.sons and things shuidd be calif d tuhat they are. As to the meai\ing of Dr. Crisp,
I am very willing to think he had no ill design r but my concern is with the meaning which his words convey to his readers. He con.iiders God in charging our
sins on CIn-ist, and arcountiiig his righteousness, to us, as reckoning of things a-:
they are. (p. 2b0.) He contends that Christ was realij the sinner, or guilt could
not have been laid upon him. (p. 272.) Imputation of sin and righteousness, wit}>.
hi'm, is literall} and actualiy a tiiaxskjih of c!.h.«a; rr.n; and it is llie object of
las reasonivif;; la pertu-ade iiit. l:reUcving heta-cis tl:;it h\>x\x henceforward Christ-is

—

-
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end of the laxv for rii:^hteousJicss to rvcry one that bex. 4. which is the snme Mith what he asserts in
other words elsewhere concerning the righteousness of the hiiv's
fiein^g"

the

lieveth^

Kom.

the sinner, and not they. " Husl tiioa been an idolater, sjivs he a bl:i.spiieii:cr, a
" despisor of (iotl's woJ'd, a profaner ot liis name and ordinances, a th^ef, a liar,
" a drunkard If thou J)Hst pai't in Christ, all thcue tranmrregsiovx of tldne become
" actuallij the trang^rem-ions of Clirist, and eo cease to lie ihiite ; ojid thou ceasett to
" be a transgressor from the time they were laid upon Christ, tu the last hour of thy
" life- so tliat now thou art not an idohiier, a persecutor, a thief, a liar, &c.
" thou art not a sinful person. Iteckon whatever sin you commit, wlien as you
" have part in (>hrist, you are all that Christ was, and Clirist is all that vou
;

—

'

wci-e."

If the »»fomV/^of this passac^e be true and good, I see nothing" exceptionable 'u\
the eipressions. All that can be said is, that tiie writer explicivly states his principle and avows its legitimnte consequences. 1 believe the principle to be false.
(1.) Because neither sin nor rightefiusiiess are i/j themselx<es transferable. The
act and deed of one person may affect another in many ways, but cannot j)ossibly
become his act and deed. (2.) Because the scriptures uniformly declare Christ
to be sinless, and believers to be sinful creatures. (3.) Because believers themselves have in ail ages confessed their sins, and applied to the mercy-seat for /or
^iveness. Tliey never plead such an union as shall render their sins not theirs,
hut Christ's but merely such a one as allurds ground to apply for pardon in his
narae, or for his sake ; not as worthy claimants, but as imvi orthy supplicants.
Whatever reasonings we may give into, there are certain times in which con*c/>7»ce.will bear witness, that notwithstanding tlie imputation of our sins to
Christ, 7ue are actually the sinners ; and 1 should have thought no good man
»:ould have gravely gone about to overturn its testimony. Yet this is what Dr.
Crisp has done. " Helievers think, says lie, that they find their transgressions iu
" their own consciences, and they imagine tiiat there is a sting of this poison stili
'• behind,
wounding them but, beloved, if this principle be received for a truth,
*' that God
hath laid thy iniquities oii (Jlirist, how can thy transgressions, bc" longing to Christ, be found in thy heart and conscience ? Is thv conscience

—

—

;

:

—

•^Christ'?" p. 269.

Perhaps no man lias gone further tlian Dr. Crisp in his attempts at consistency; and admitting his principle, that imputation consists in a transfer of character, I do not see who can dispute his conclusions. To have been perfectly cont-istent, however, he should have proved that all the confessions and lamentations
of believers, recorded in scripture, aro.se from their being under the mistake
which he labours to rectify tliat is, thinking sin did not cease to be theirs, even
when under the fullest persuasion tli;it the l^ord would not imjiute it to them,
but would graciously cover it by the righteousness of his Son.
Jolin. I think, brother I'etei", you expressed at the beginning of our conver.sation, a strong suspicion that brother James denied the substitution of Christ, as
well as the proper imputation of sin and righteousness. AVhat has passed or. the
latter subject would probably tend either to confirm or remove your suspicions
;

respecting the fiirmer.
Petev. I confess I was mistaken in some of my suspicions. I consider our friend
IS a good man but am far from being satisfied with what I still understand to
be iiis views on this important subject.
John. It gives me great pleasure to hear the honest concessions of brethren,
\ihen they feel tiiemselves in any measure to have gone too far,
Peter. I shall be glad to hear brother James's statement on substitution, and
'o know whether he considers our Lord in his undertaking as having sustained
tJie character of a Head, or Representative ; and if so, whether the persons for
whom he was a substitute were the elect only, or mankiml in general.
James. I must acknowledge that on this subject I feel considei'ably at a loss,
I bay? no consciousness of having ever c;dled the doctrine of substitution in
c'.iestion. Oti the contrary, my hope of salvation rests upon .<1
and the suia of
;

;

—
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being fulfilled in vs. chap. viii. 5, 4. who could not be juslified
by our own obedience to it, in that it was weak through the
fiesh^ or by reason of our fallen state ; therefore Christ did this

'"---

'

—

-

:^

a minister of the gospel, consists in it. li' I know any thing of my
own heart, I can say of my Saviour as laying down his life for, or instead of sinners, as was said of Jerusalem b3the captives
If Iforget thee, let mii right hand
forget : Jf I do not remember thee, let mj tovgue cleave to the roof of iry mouth I
I have" always considered the denial of this doctrine as being of the essence of
Socinianism. I could not have imagined that any person whose hope of acceptance'with God rests not on any goodness in himself^ but entirely on the righ-

my deliglii^, as

teousness of Christ, imputed to

him

as if

it

-were his oton,

would have been

ac-

But perhaps, my dear

brother, (for such I
feel him to be, notwithstanding our differences,) may include in his ideas of this
subject, that Christ was so our head and representative, as that what he did and
suffered, we did and suffered in him. If no more were meant by this, resumed
James> than that what he did and suffered is graciously accepted on our behalf
as if it were ours, I ireel}', as I have said before, acquiesce in it. But I do not be-

counted

to

disown

liis

substitution.

—

and can hardly persuade myself that brother Peter believes, the obedience
and sufferings of Christ to be so ours, as that we can properly be said to have
obeyed and suffered.
Christ was and is our head, and we are his members the union between him
and us, however, is not in all respects the same as that which is between the
bead and the members of the natural body for that would go to explain away

lieve,

:

:

and accountableness on our part.
As to the term representative, if no more be meant by it than that Christ so
personated us as to die in our stead, that we, believing in him, should not die, I
have nothing to object to it. But I do not believe that Christ was so our representative, as that what he did and suffered, we did and suffered and so became
meritorious, or deserving- of the divine favour. But I feel myself in a wide field,
and must entreat your indulgence while I take up so much of the conversation.
Peter and John. Go on, and state your sentiments witliout apology.
James. I apprehend then that many important mistake? have arisen from considering the interposition of Christ under the notion oi paying a debt. The blood
of Christ is indeed X\\t price of our redemption, or that for the sake of which we
are delivered from the curse of the law but this metaphorical language, as well
as that oi'head and members, may be carried too far, and may lead us into many
errors. In cases of debt and credit among men, where a surety undertakes to
represent the debtor, from the moment his undertaking is accepted, the debtor
is free, and may claim his liberty, not as a matter of favour, at least on the part
of the creditor, but of strict justice. Or should the undertaking be unknown to
him for a time, yet as soon as he knows it, he may demand his discharge, and,
it may be, think himself hardly treated by being kept in bondage so long after
his debt had been actually paid. But who in their sober senses will imagine this
to be analagous to the redemption of sinners by Jesus Christ ? Sin is a debt only
properly speaking, it is a crime, and satisfaction for it
in a metaphorical sense
requires to be made, not on pecuniary, Ijut on moral principles. If Philemon had
accepted of that part of Paul's offer which respected property, and liad placed
so much to his account as he considered Onesimus to have " owed" him, he
could not have been said to have remitted his debt nor would Onesimus have
Jiad to thank him for remitting it. But it is supposed of Onesimus tliat he might
not only be in debt to his master, but have " wronged" him. Perhaps he had
embezzled his goods, corrupted his cliildrcn, or injured his chaj-acter. Now for
Philemon to accept of thnt part of the offer, were very different from the other.
In the one case he would have accepted of a pecuniary representative; hi the
other of a moral one tli.-it is, of a mediator. The satisfaction in the one case
would annihdate the idea of remission; but not in the other. Whatever satisfact;cn Paul might ghe to Pliilcnion respecting' the wound infiicted upon bis cha-

all distinct consciousness

;

—

:

:

;

;

—
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and according!}' God deals with us as though we had
law in our own persons, inasmuch as it was fulby him as our surety.
;

fulfilled the
filled

racier and honour as the head of a family, it would not supersede the necessity
of pardon being sought by the offender, and freely bestowed by the offended.
The reason of this difterence is easily perceived. Debts are transferable; but
crimes are not. A third person may cancel the one but he can only obliterate
the e/fefcis of the other the t/e.scri of the criminal remains. The debtor is aci.ountable to his creditor aa a p'-ivate individual, who has power to accept of a
surety, or if he please, to remit the whole, without any satisfaction. In the one
case he woidd be just in tl^e other merciful but no place is aFforded by either
of them for the combination of justice and mercy in the same, proceeding'. The
criminal, on the other hand, is amenable to the magistrate, or to the head of a
family, as a public person, and who, especially if the offence be capital, cannot
remit the punishment without invading law and justice, nor in the ordinary discharge of his office, admit of a third per.son to stand in liis place. In extraordinary cases, hcAvever, extraordinary expedients are resorted to. A satisfaction
may be made to law and justice, as to the spirit of them, while the letter is dispensed with. The well known story of Zaleucus, the (irecian law-giver, who
consented to lose one of his eyes to spare one of his son's eyes, who by transgressing the law had subjected himself to the loss of both, is an example. Here,
as far as it wcni, justice and mercy -tvere combined in the same act: and had the
satisfaction been much fuller than it was, so full that the authority of the law,
instead of being weakened, should have been abundantly magn,ified and honoiiJ'ed, still it had been perfectly consistent with free forgiveness.
Finally In the case of iJie debtor, satisfaction being once accepted, justice
requires his complete discharge but in that of the criminal, where satisfaction
is made to the wounded honour of the law, arid the authority of the lawgiver,
justice, though it adnuts of his discharge, yet no otlierwise requires it than as it
may have been matter ofpromi.se to the substitute.
I do not mean to say that cases of tliis sort afford a competent representation,
of redemption by Christ. Tliat is a work which not only ranks with extraondinarj- interpositions, but which has no parallel it is a work of God, which leaves
all the petty concerns of mortals infinitely behind it. All that compari.sons can
do, is to give us some idea oi Xht principle on which it proceeds.
If the following passage in our admired .Wii/^o?! were considered as the language of the law of innocence, it would be inaccurate
;

;

;

:

:

:

:

Rfan disobeying.

He

with his whole posterity must die
Die he, or justice must; unless for him
Some other able, and as willing, pay
The rigid satisfaction, death for death."

Abstractedly considered, this is true ; but it is not expressive of what was the
revealed law of innocence. The law made no such condition, or provision; nor
was it indifferent to the law-giver who should suffer, the sinner, or another on
his behalf The language of the law to the transgressor was not thou shall die,
and had it literally taken its
'jr tome one on thy behalf; but simply thou shalt die
course, every ciiild of man must have perished. The sufferings of Christ in our
stead, thercibre, :'.re not a punishment inflicted in the ordinary course of distributive justice but an extraordinary interposition of infinite wisdom and love
not contrary to, but rather above the law, deviating from the letter, but moi-e
than presening the spirit of it. Such, brethren, as well as I am able to explain
ihem, are my views of the substitution of Christ
Peter. The objection of our so stating the substitution of Christ, as to leave
nil room for t.h'.' fi>.p pardon of sin, has been often made by those who avowedly
;

:

—
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by what we generally unimputed to us, as one contrary
may illustrate another ; therefore, as sin and death entered into the world by the offence of one ^ to wit, the first Adam, in
whom all have sinned ; so by the righteousness of one the free
gift^ Rom. V. 18. that is, eternal life cayne upon all 7ne?i, to wit^
those who shall be saved imto justifcatioii of life ; and fortius
reason the apostle speaks of Adam as the figure of him that
Tvas to come^ ver. 14. Now as Adam's sin was imputed to us,
as our public head and representative, so that we are involved
This

derstand by

farther be illustrated,

Adam's

sin being

in the guilt thereof, or fall in him; so Christ's righteousness
is imputed to us, as he was our public head and surety
and
accordingly, in the eye of the law, that which was done by
him, was the same as though it had been done by us ; and
therefore, as the effect and consequence hereof, we are justified thereby. This is what we call Christ's righteousness being
imputed to us, or placed to our account ; and it is ver}^ agreeable to the common acceptation of the word, in dealings between man and man. When one has contracted a debt, and desires that it may be placed to the account of his surety, who
undertakes for the payment of it, it is said to be imputed to
him ; and his discharge hereupon is as valid as though the
debtor has paid it in his own person. This leads us,
VI. To consider justification as it is an act of God's free
grace, which is particularly insisted on in one of the answers
we are explaining; for the understanding of which, let it be
observed, that we are not to suppose, that when we are justified by an act of grace, this is opposed to our being justified
upon the account of a full satisfaction made by our surety to
the justice of God : in which respect we consider our discharge
from condemnation, as an act of justice. The debtor is, indeed,
beholden to the grace of God for this privilege, but the surety
that paid the debt, had not the least abatement thereof made,
but was obliged to glorify the justice of God to the utmost,
which accordingly he did. However, there are several things
in which the grace of God is eminently displayed, more par:

ticularly,
1.

In that

God

should be willing to accept of satisfaction

from the hands of our surety, which he might have demanded
of us. This appears from what has been before observed, name—
,,....
"^

.

.

I

reject his satlsfiictioa; but for any who really consider his death as an atonement for sin, and as essential to the ground of a sinner's hope, to employ the objection against us, is very extraordinaiy, and must, I presume, proceed from in-

advertency.
James. If it be so, I do not perceive it. The grounds of the objection have
been stated as clearly and as fully as I am able to state them."
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debt which we had contracted was not of the same
nature with pecuniary debts, in which case the creditor is obHged to accept of payment, though the overture hereof be made
by another, and not by him that contracted the debt whereas
the case is different in debts of obedience to be performed, or

Iv, that the

:

punishment
satisfaction

enduixd

to be
is

to be given,

in which instances, he, to whom
must accept of one to be substituted

;

in the room of him from whom the obedience or sufferings
wei-e originally due ; otherwise, the overture made, or what is
done and suffered by him, pursuant thereunto, is not regarded,
or available to procure a discharge for him, in whose room he

substituted himself. God might have exacted the debt of us, in
our own persons, and then our condition had been equally miserable with that of fallen angels, for whom no mediator was ac-

more than provided.
grace of God farther appears, in that he provided a.
surety for us, which we could not have done for ourselves ; nor
have engaged him to perform this work for us, who was the
only person that could bring about the great work of redempcepted, no
2.

The

tion.

The only creatures who are capable of performing perfect
obedience, are the holy angels ; but these could not do it, for,
as has been before observed, whoever performs it must be incarnate, that they may be capable of paying the debt, in some
respects, in kind, wiiich was due from us ; therefore they must
suffer death, and consequently have a nature which is capable
©f dying ; but this the angels had not, nor could have, but by
the divine will.
Besides, if God should have dispensed with that part of satisfaction, which consists in a subjection to death, and have declared, that active obedience should be sufficient to procure our
justification ; the angels, though capable of performing active
ttbedience, would, notwithstanding, have been defective therein ; so that justice could not, in honour, have accepted of it, any
more than it could have dispensed with the obligation to perform obedience in general ; because it would not have been of
infinite value ; and it is the value of things that justice regards,
and not barely the matter of perfection thereof in other respects
so that it must be an obedience that had in it something infinitely valuable, or else it could not have been accepted
by God, as a price of redemption, in order to the procuring'
our justification and this could be performed by none but our
Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious author and procurer of this
:

:

privilege.
It

was impossible

•IS

;

it is

for

man

to have found out this IVIediator

from God, and not from
he that fpund a ransom, and laid help upon one that

or Surety

;

so that

it

had

its first rise
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therefore oar Sathis was the result of his will
;
represented as saying, Lo I come to do thy willy Heb.
i. 7. as the apostle expresses it. That we could not, by any
means, have found out this surety, or engaged him to have done
that for us which was necessary for our justification, will evidently appear, if we consider,
(1.) That when man fell, the Son of God was not incarnate j
and provided we allow that fallen man had some idea of a
Trinity of persons, in the unity of the divine Essence, (which
is not unreasonable to suppose ; since it was necessary that that
should be revealed to him before he fell, in order to his performing acceptable worship ; yet, can any one suppose that man;
could have asked such a favour of a divine person, as to take
his nature, and put himself in his room and stead, and expose
himself to the curse of that law which he had violated; this
could never hare entered into his heart ; yea, the very thought^
if it had taken its rise first from him, would have savoured of
more presumption than had he entreated that God would pardon his sin without a satisfaction. But,
(2.) If he had supposed it impossible for the Son of God to
be incarnate, or had conjectured that there had been the least
probability of his being willing* to express this instance of condescending goodness, how could he have known that God
would have accepted the payment of our debt, at the hands of
another, or have commended his love to us, who were such
enemies to him, in not sparing him, but delivering him up for
us ? if God's accepting of a satisfaction be necessary, in ordet
to its taking eflfect, as well as the perfection or infinite value
of it ; it is certain, man could not have known that he would
have done it; for that was a matter of pm-e revelation. More^
is

miglity

viour

:

is

over,
(3.) Should we suppose even this possible, or that man might
have expected that God would have been moved to have done
yet such was the corruption, perverseness, and
it by intreaty
rebellion of his nature, as fallen ; and so great was his inability
to perform any act of worship, that he could not have addressed
himself to God, in a right manner, that he would admit of a
surety ; and God cannot hear any prayer but that which is put
up to him by faith, which supposes a Mediator, whose purchase and gift it is ; and therefore, since the sinful creature
could not plead with God by faith, that he would send his Son
to be a Pvlediator, how could he hope to obtain this^blessing ?
;

therefore evidently follows, that as a man could not give saso he could not find out any one that
J
could or would give it for him. And therefore, the grace ot
God, in the provision that he has made of such a surety as his
own Son, unasked for, unthought of. as well as undeserved, is
it

tisfaction for himself

verv

illustrioup.
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he

was a very great instance of grace in our Saviour, that
perform this work for us, without

was, pleased to consent to

whiCii ihe justice of God could not have exacted the debt of
;
aud he being perfectly inaocinit, could not be obliged to
suffer, punishment, which it would have been unjust in God to

him

had he not been willing to be charged with our
our room and stead. And his grace herein more eminently appears, in that diough he knew before-hand
all the difficulties, sorrows, and temptations, which he was to
meet with in the discharge of this work ; yet this did not discourage him from undertaking it ; neither was he unapprised
of the character of those for whom he undertook it he knew
the rebellion, and guilt contracted thereby, that rendered this
necessary, in order to their salvation; and he knew before-hand,
that they would, notwithstanding all the engagements he might
lay on them to the contrary, discover the greatest ingratitude
towards him ; and, instead of improving so great an instance
of condescending goodness, that they would neglect this great
salvation, when purchased by him, and thereby appear to be his
greatest enemies, notwithstanding this act of friendship to them,
unless he not only engaged to purchase redemption for, but
apply it to them, and \\ork those graces in them whereby they
might be enabled to give him the glory which is due to hini
have

guilt,

uiflicted,

and

to stand in

:

And this leads us,
for this great undertaking.
VII. To consider the use of faith in justification, and how,
notwithstanding what has been said concerning our being justified bv Christ's righteousness, we may, in other respects, be
said to be justified by faith; and also shew what this faith is,
whereby we are justified which being particularly insisted on
in the two following answers, we shall proceed to consider
:

them.

Quest. LXXII. JFhat

is

justifying- Faith ?

Justifying faith is a saving grace, wrought in the heart
of a sinner, by the Spirit and word of God ; whereby he,
being convinced of his sin and miser}', and of the disability
in himself, and all other creatures, to recover him out of his
lost condition, not only assenteth to the truth of the promise
of the gospel, but receivcth and resteth upon Christ and his
righteousness therein held forth, for pardon of sin, and for
the accepting and accounting of his person, righteous in the
sight of God for salvation.

Answ.

Quest. LXXIII. Hozv doth faith justifu a sinner
of God P
Vol. III.

N

in the sight

;
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^^Nsw. Faith justifies a sinner in the sight of God ; not because
of those graces which do always accompany it, or of those
good works that are the fruits of it ; nor as if the grace of
faith, or any act thereof, were imputed to him for justification ; but only as it is an instrument, by which he receiveth

and applieth Christ and
"E choose

his righteousness.

to speak to the latter of these

two answers,
whereby a sinner
js justified, before the former of them, inasmuch as it seems
better connected with what has been before insisted on, in exwhich

in

first

faith is considered as that

plaining the doctrine of justification.
And in considering the
account we have of justifying faith, there are two things, which
may be taken notice of, in this answer.
I. It is observed, that though there are other graces which
always accompany faith and good works, that flow from it
yet none of these are said to justify a sinner in the sight of

God.
II.

How

faith,

faith justifies,

or v/hat

is

it

by

to be justified

(a)
.

That

.

.J-

a holy duty is evident, because it never obtains, except where
the bent, or bias of the mind has been changed by the Holy Spirit yet it is hke
jvll the other works ot" man, imperfect, and miglit be stronger.
That it is necessary in every action is clear, for whatsoever is not of faith is sin; both because
(fl)

faith

is

;

the work of an enemy, and because it cannot be accepted, having no referFaith is always accompanied by other holy traits of character,
as repentance, love, patience, humility, and the like. The reason of which is evident; for faith is an act of the renewed man, and all the ©ther graces must accompany. But it is even less holy than love; " now abideth faith, hope, charity,
(love) the greatest of these is charity." It is incapable of procuring by its
righteousness our j ustification, because Imperfect. If it v/ere the holiness of the
duty of faith, which jutitifies the man before God, we should read of a justification by love, patience, humility, or holiness in general.
No such declaration occurs in the scriptures, but the reverse; " for by the deeds of the law shall no flesh
be justified," which is manifestly spoken not merely of the corporal energy, but
of the action taken with the intention.
If the righteousness of the duty of faith justifies, there could be no propriety
in saying that we are "justified by Clirist," or his righteousness; there would
iiave been no need of a Savloui-, and all the sacrifices of former days were useless.
If we are to depend upon the righteousness of our believing for our justification, the believing in Clirist will be of no importance, because Christ is then not
our Saviour in proportion as our hopes are founded upon our own holiness, they
are withdrawn irom Christ. This will also destroy the righteousness of faith,
for if it be useless there can be no holiness in believing.
If the holiness consist not in the act of believing, but in the disposition of the
salvation is then a debt, not
believer, and if it is for this, that he is justified
grace ; we have whereof to boast we are justified by the deeds of the law the
offence of the cross has ceased ; and Arians, Socinians, Unitarians, and Deists aie
seeking justification also in the same way.
That repentance, and holiness are necessary to salvaimi is true, because every
man who is justified is also s.inctined ; and that faith, considered as a holy du'iv,
35 necessary in the jane raanaer, is ecj^ualiy true ; but f;uih is sJao usefcU ia our

it is

ence to Christ.

—

;

—

;

;

;

;

^
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That though there are other graces which ahvays accomyet none of thefee
faith, and good works that flow from it
There is an
are said to justify a sinner in the sight of God.
1.

pany

;

inseparable connexion between faith, and all other graces
which, though it be distinguished, is never separate from them.
They are all considered as fruits of the Spirit^ Gal. v. 22, 23.
thus the apostle reckons up several other graces that are connected with faith, and proceed from the same Spirit, such as
Jove, peace, joi/^ loTig-suffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness,
temperance : and the same apostle commends the church at
Thessalonica for their work offaith ; and considers this as connected with a labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ, 1 Thess. i. 3. And the apostle Peter exhorts
the church, to v/hich he writes, to add to their faith virtue, and
to virtue knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to temperance
patience, to patience godliness, to godliness brotherly ki7idness^
and to brothcrhj kindness charity, 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7. which supposes that all these graces ought to be connected together. And

the apostle James calls it a dead faith, James ii. 17. which has
not other works or graces joined with it ; and, indeed, these
graces are not only connected with it, but flow from it, or are
the fruits thereof: thus -we rend oi the hearths being purified by
faith. Acts XV. 9. that is, this grace, when acted in a right
manner, will have a tendency, in some degree, to purge the
soul from that moral impurity, which proceeds out of the heart

of man, and is inconsistent with saving faith: and elsewhere
we read oi' faith as working by love. Gal. v. 6. that is, exciting those acts of love, both to God and man, which contain a
summary of practical religion. It is also said to overcome the
Tuorld, 1 John v. 4. and it enables Christians to do or suff'er
great things for Christ's sake, of which the apostle gives various instances in the Old Testament saints, Hcb. xi. But, notwithstanding the connexion of other graces with faith, and
those works which flow from it, we are never said, in scripture, to be justified thereby; not by love to God; nor by any
act of obedience to him, which can be called no other than
works: whereas, when the apostle speaks of our justification
by faith, he puts it in opposition to works, when he says, that
JusU/ication,

and

in a

manner, in which,

it

does not appear, that repentance and

holiness can be.
To say thai they are conditions of salvation is to speak p.mbl;;nously; that >ve
cannot be saved without them, is as certain as that we cannot be justified, without beinij also sanctified but to say, that by performing them a title to happiness is vested in us, is to rob Christ of his g-lory, and to pvit the crown on man's
head. Besides, the condition of holiness is not accomplished till death, and as the
;

rnndition of our justification is not performed till then,
]iR', whrh is Dlninlv contrarv to th^? scriotures

we

are never justified in

;
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is justijied

by faith., without the deeds of the law,

28.
Object.

Rom*

/

To this it is objected, that the apostle here speaks
concerning the ceremonial law, which he excludes from being
the matter of our justification, and not the moral law, or any
evangelical duty, such as love and sincere obedience, which,
together with faith is the matter of our justification.
Answ, To this it may be replied, That when the apostle
speaks of our justification by faith, without the deeds of the
law, he does not hereby intend the ceremonial law for those
whom he describes as justified persons, are said to be, in a following verse, not only Jews, but Gentiles, that were converted
to the Christian faith ; the former, indeed, were under a temptation to seek to be justified by the ceremonial Taw, and so to
conclude that thej'^ had a right to eternal life> because of their
being distinguished from the world, by the external privileges
of the covenant which they were under, many of which were
contained in, or signified by that law: but the Gentiles had nothing to do with it, and therefore never expected to be justified by the ceremonial law ; accordinglv, when the apostle speaks
of justification by faith without the deeds of the law, he cannot hereby be supposed to intend the ceremonial law. And if
we look a little farther into the context, we shall find, by his
method of reasoning, that he excludes all works in general, and
oppos';s faith to them; for he argues, that we are justified in
such a way, as tends to exclude boasting; but he that insists
on any works performed by himself, as the matter of his justification, cannot do this any otherwise than in a boasting way,
valuing himself, and founding his right to eternal life, upon
them.
are not therefore justified by them, but by faith
that is, we are justified in such a way as that, while we lay
claim to the greatest privileges from Christ, we are disposed
to give him all the glory, or to renounce our own righteousness
at the same time rhat we have recourse to his righteousness for
',

We

justification,

But

by

faith.

may

farther appear, that our justification by faith,
opposed to justification by works, either those that accompany or flow from it, we may apply what has been before suggested^ in considering the matter of our justification to this
argument. If w^i consider the demands of justice, or what it
may in honour reckon a sufiicient compensation for the dishonour that has been brought to the divine name by sin, or
what may be deemed a satisfactory payment of the outstanding
debt of perfect obedience, which was due from us, or punishment, which we were liable to, according to the sanction of the
divine law ; we may easily infer, that no obedience, performed by us, though including iii it the utmost perfection, that a
is

that

it
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capable of attaining,

is
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a sufficient satisfac-

there can be no justification without satisfaction,
then we cannot be justified thereby. Therefore it is a vaiii
thing for persons to distinguish in this case, between works
done before and after fuith, as though the former only were
excluded from being the matter of our justification; or to say,
as some do, that we are not indeed justified by obedience to
tion;

and

if

the moral law, but by our obeying the precepts which our Saviour has laid down in the gospel, such as faith, and repentance, Wc, which they call obedience to the gospel as a new
law but let it be considered, that these evangelical duties are
supposed to be performed as the result of a divine command,
which has the formal nature of a law, whether they be contained in the moral law or no ; therefore, when we are justifi:

ed by faith in opposition to the works of the law, this must be
opposed to obedience of any kind performed by us.
And this also appears from the nature of faith, to which justification, by the works of the law, is opposed ; for faith is a
soul-humbling grace, and includes in it a renouncing of all
merit, or inducement taken from ourselves, as a reason whyGod should bestow on us the blessings we stand in need of 5
it trusts in Christ for righteousness, and in him alone, and
therefore turns itself from any thing that may have the least
tendency to eclipse his glory, as the only foundation of our justification: therefore, when we are said to be justified by faith,
and not by the works of the law, the meaning is, we are justified in such a way as tends to set the crown upon Christ's
head, acknowledging him to be the only fountain from whence
this privilege is derived.
It follows from hence that our justification cannot be founded on our repentance though this is often maintained by those
who are on the other side of the question, who suppose, that
;

nothing else but forgiveness of sin j
by men, upon their repentance, or confessing their fault, then forgiveness may be expected from God, on our repentance and some use a very unsavoury way of speaking, when they say, that our tears have a
virtue to wash away our sins ; and that they may give farther
countenance to this opinion, they refer to that scripture, in
which it is said. Repent^ that ijour sins may be blotted out^ Acts
iti. 19. and others of the like nature; by which we are not to
suppose, that the apostle means, that forgiveness of sin is founded on our repentance, as the matter of our justification in the
sight of God ; but that there is an inseparable connexion between our claim to forgiveness of sin, (together with all the
fruits and effects of the death of Christ, whereby this blessing
K*as procured) and repentance ; so that one is not to be ex-

justification contains in

and

if oflTences

it

are to be forgiven

:

;
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pected without the other ; and though men are to forgive injuries in case the offender acknowledges his fault, and makes
sufficient restitution ; this they may do, inasmuch as the offence is only committed against* a creature; and especially if
the offence be of a private nature.
But supposing this should
be applied to juridical and forensick cases, will any One say^
that the prince is obliged to forgive the criminal who is under
a sentence of condemnation, because he is sorry for what he
has done, or confesses his fault ? Would this secure his honour
as a law-giver ? And if hereupon the offender were to be discharged from his guilt, would not this be a defect in the administration of the legislature ? How then can this be applied
to forgiveness, expected at the hand of God ; in which justice,
as well as mercy, is to have the glory that is due to it; and
we are not only to be acquitted, but justified, or pronounced
guiltless, since our acknowledgment of our offence cannot be
reckoned a sufficient satisfaction to the justice of God ?
Object. It is objected, by those on the other side of the question, that though repentance be not in itself a sufficient compensation to the justice of God for the crimes which we have
committed; yet God may, by an act of grace, accept of it,
This they illustrate by a
as though it had been sufficient *.
similitude taken from a person's selling an estate of a considerable value, to one who has no money to buy it, provided he
Thus, how insigwill pay a pepper-corn of acknowledgment.
nificant soever, repentance, or any other grace, which is deemed the matter of our justification, be in itself, it is by an act of
favour, deemed a sufficient price.
Anszv. In answer to this I would observe, that the objection, which was before brought against the doctrine we have
been maintaining, concerning the imputation of Christ's righteousness, namely, that it was a putative righteousness, a not
judging of things according to truth, and the like, seems to be
of no weight when it affects their own cause ; otherwise we
might turn their argument against themselves, and ask them
whether this be for God to judge according to truth, when that
is accepted as a sufficient payment, by his justice, which is in
itself of no value ? But passing this by, we may farther obperve, that this is wholly to set aside the necessity of satisfaction, as the Socinians do ; and therefore it is no wonder that
they make use of this method of reasoning. As for others who
do not altogether deny this doctrine, yet think that a small price

may

be deemed satisfactory for sin committed.

• This

That which

a diminutive ~vord, Acceptilatio gratiosa,
•which is an accepting a sjtiallpart of a debt, instead of tlie whole,- a sort of composition, in which, though the payment be inconsiderable, yet the debtor's discharge is
founded thereon^ by an act offavour in the creditor, as thovgh the whole s~jm hud
been paid.
is -what is generally styled, by
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be replied to it, is, that if justification, as tending to advance the glory of divine justice, in taking away the guilt ot
sin, depends upon a price paid that is equivalent to the debt
contracted,; and nothing short of a price of infinite value can
be reckoned an equivalent thereunto, then certainly that which
is performed by men, cannot be deemed a sufficient payment,
or accepted of as such.
It is a vain thing for persons to pretend that there is a difference between satisfying God, and satisfying his justice; or,
that to satisfy God is to pay a price, be it never so small, that
he demands; whereas, satisfying justice is paying a price equal
to the thing purchased ; since we must conclude, that God cannot deem any thing satisfactory to himself, that is not so to his
Therefore, this distinction will not avail, to free their
justice.
argument from the absurdity that attends it.
We might here observe, that as some speak of pardon of
sin's being founded on our repentance ; others speak of our
justification as being by the act of faith, or by faith considered
as a work, and in defending justification by works, as though
it were not opposed to justification by faith (the contrary to
•which has been before proved) they argue, that we are often
said, in scripture, to be justified by faith; but this faith is a
work; therefore it canuot be denied but that we are justified
by works. To which it may be replied, that it is one thing
to say, that we are justified by faith, that is, a work, and another thing to say, that we are justified by it as a work ; or, it
is one thing to say, that we are justified for our faith, and another thing to say, that we are justified by it; which will more
evidently appear under the following head, which we proceed
to consider; namely,
II. What it is for us to be justified by faith, or how faith
justifies.
None can, with the least shadow of reason, deny,
that justification by faith, is a scripture-mode of speaking,
though some have questioned, whether the apostle's words,
being' justified by fait h^ rvc have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christy gives countenance to the doctrine of justification by faith ; for they observe, that by putting a stop immediately after the word justified^ the sense would be, that they
who are justified by Christ's righteousness, have peace with
God by faith, through the Lord Jesus Christ but though this
will a little alter the reading of the text; yet it will not over:

throw the doctrine of justification by faith, as contained therein.
For if we understand our having peace zvith God., as importing, that peace which they have a right to, who are interested in Christ's righteousness, and not barely peace of conscience:
then it will follow, that to have this peace by faith, is, in effect, the same as to be justified by faith ; and this farther ap-
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pears, from

following words, by -whom also xvc have access
wherein we stand. T^he g-race wherein we stand, is that grace which is the foundation of our justification, and not barely peace of conscience
when we are
therefore said to have access by faith unto this grace, it is the
same as for us to be justified by faith.
IVIoreover, this is not the only place in which we are said to
be justified by faith; for the apostle says elsewhere, We are
justijied by the faith of fesiis Christ, Gal. ii. 16. or by faith in
Jesus Christ, and ag^'m, the Just shall live by faith, Rom. i. IT.
which, agreeably to the context, must be understood of their
being justified by faith; in which sense the apostle particularly
explains it elsewhere. Gal. iii. 11. and in another place he
speaks of the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus
Christ, Rom. iii. 22. and also of a believer's waiting for the
hope of righteousness by faith, Gal. v. 5.
must not therefore denj' that justification is by f^ith ; but rather explain the
sense of those scriptures that establish this doctrine, agreeably
to the mind of the Holy Ghost therein.
There are various methods taken to explain the doctrine of
justification by faith ; particularly one that we think subversive of justification by Christ's righteousness
the other, that
which is contained in the answer which we are explaining.
1. As to the former of these, namely, that which is inconsistent with the doctrine of justification by Christ's righteousness.
This is maintained by those who plead for justification'
b)^ works; and consequent!}^, they say, that we are justified by
faith, and all other graces
which they call the conditions of
our justification in the sight of God ; and indeed to be justified by faith, according to them, is little other than to be justified for faith : whether they reckon it a meritorious condition
or no, they must own it to be a pleadable condition ; otherwise it would have no reference to justification; and if it be
taken in this sense, oiu" justification depends as much upon it,
This is the account which
as though it had been meritorious.
some give of justification ; and to prepare the way for this
opinion, they suppose, that the terms of salvation, in the gospel, which are substituted in the room of those which were required under the first covena>.t made with Adam, are faith,
repentance and sincere obedience, instead of perfect; and that
God in justifying a penitent, believing sinner, pursuant to the
performance of these condiiions, declares his willingness, that
there should be a relaxation of that law which man was at first
obliged to obey; and accordingly, that sincerity is demanded
by him instead of perfection, or substituted in the room of it;
this they call the new law, or others style it a remedial law
so thut instead of being justified by Christ's yielding perfect

y faith

If

tiic

into this grace^

:

We

:

;

:
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dbcdlencc, or paying the out-standing debt, which we weifc
by reason of the viohition of the first covenant, to paywe are to be justified by our own imperfect obedience.
But that which may be objected to this method of reason,
ing, is, that it is inconsistent with the holiness of the divine
nature;, and the glory of the justice of God, detracts from the
honour of his law, and is, in effect, to maintain that we are jusFor though these terms of
tified without satisfaction given.
our justification^ and acceptance in the sight of God, may be
falsely styled a valuable consideration ; yet none will pretend
to assert, that they are an infinite price ; and nothing short of
that (which is no other than Christ's righteousness) is sufficient
to answer this end.
I am sensible, that they who lay down
this plan of justification, allege in defence thereof j that though
these terms of acceptance are of small value in themselves ;
Vet God, by an act of grace, reckons the payment of a small
debt equivalent to that of a greater, as has been before observAnd they speak of faith and repentance as having a value
ed.
set upon theni by their reference to the blood of Christ *, who
merited this privilege for us, that w^e should be justified in such
a way, or upon these conditions performed they call them indeed easier terms, or conditions^ and include them all in the
general word sincerity, instead of perfection.
But they are
nevertheless somewhat divided in their method of explaining
themselves, inasmuch as some suppose these Conditions to be
wholly in our own power, without the aids of divine grace, as
much as perfect obedience was in the power of our first parents ; whereas others ascribe a little more to the grace of God,
according as they explain the doctrine of effectual calling;
though they do not suppose, that these conditions are altogether out of our own power; and they so far lay a foundationT
for the sinner's glorying herein, as that, they suppose, our right

-obliged,

:

to justification

and eternal life is founded on them.
method of explaining the doctrine of
be subversive of the gospel, and that it is high-

I cannot but think this

justification to

God to assert that he can dispense
with the demand of perfect obedience, and justify a person on
easier terms ; which is little better than what the apostle call*.
maie void the law: this, says he, we are far from doing fji/
fakh^ or by our asserting the doctrine of justification by faith
in Christ's righteousness; but we rather establish it hareby
and to say that God sets such a value on our performing thes'e
conditions of the new covenant, as that they are deemed equi*
valent to Christ's performing perfect obedience for us, this reflects on his glory, as set forth, to be a propitiation for sin, to
declare God's righteousness in the remission thereof; and dtly derogatory to the glory of

•
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from the obligation which we are laid under to him, lor
what he did and suffered in our behalf, for our justification.
Moreover, to assert that God sets this value on our perfor-

tracts

niances, pursuant to Christ's merit ; or that they are highly esteemed by him, because they are tinctured with his blood
this is contrary to the design of his death, which was, not that
such an estimate might be set on what is done by us ; but rather, that the iniquities that attend our best performances may
be forgj-ven ; and that (though, when we have done all, we are
unprofitable servants,) we may be made accepted in the Beloved ; and having no justifying righteousness of our own,
may be justified, and glory in that which he hath wrought out
for us.
And as for the supposition, that faith, repentance, and new
obedience, are not only conditions of justification, but easy to
be performed : this plainly discovers, that they who maintain
it, either think too lightly of man's impotency and averseness
to what is good, and his alienation from the life of God, or are
strangers to their own hearts, and are not duly sensible that it
is God that works in his people both to will and to do, of his
own good pleasure.
The only thing that I shall add, in opposition to the doctrine of justification by works, is, that whatever is the matter
or ground of our justification in the sight of God, must be
pleadable at his bar; for we cannot be justified without a plea,
and if any plea, taken from our own works, be thought sufficient, how much soever the proud and deluded heart of man
may set too great a value upon them ; yet God will not reckon
the plea valid, so as to discharge us from guilt, and give us a
right and title to eternal life on the account thereof; wdiich

leads us to consider,

•

2. The method taken to explain this doctrine in the answer
before us, which we think agreeable to the divine perfections,
and contains a true state of the doctrine of justification by faith.
before considered justification as a forensic act, that we
might understand what is meant by our sins being imputed to
Christ our Head and Surety, and his righteousness imputed to
And we are now to speak ot
lis, or placed to our account.
this righteousness as pleaded by, or applied to us, as the foun-

We

dation of our claim to all the blessings that were purchased by
it.
Here we must consider a sinner as bringing in his plea, in
order to his discharge ; and this is twofold.
(1.) If he be charged by men, or by Satan, with crimes not

committed, he pleads his own innocency ; if charged with hyThus we are to underpocrisy, he pleads his own sincerity.
stand several expressions in scripture to this purpose; as for
instance,

when a charge of the

like nature

was brought

in

againr
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God

for

nought ; and that if God would touch his bone and his flesh,
he would curse him to his face and his friends having often
applied the chai'acter they give of the hypocrite to him, and so
concluding him to be a wicked person, he says, God forbid that
I should justify you; that is, that I should acknowledge your
charge to be just; till I die^ I zvill not remove mine integrity
:

righteousness Iholdfast^ and xvill tiot let it go:
heart shall not reproach me so long as I live, Job xxvii. 5,
6. that is, I never will own what you insinuate, that my heart
And David, when complaining of the
is not right with God.
ill-treatment which he met with from his enemies and persecutors, who desired not only to tread down his life upon the earth,
but to lay his honour ill the dust; to murder his name as well
Lord, according to mtj
as his person, he prays, Judge me,

from me: my
niij

and according

to rnine integrity that is in me,
could he plead against maliciousness and
false insinuations, but his righteousness or his integrity ? And
elsewhere, when he says, The Lord rexvarded me according to
ony righteousness a according to the clcayiness of my hands hath
he recompensed 7ne : For I have kept the ways of the Lord; his
Judgments were before me. Ixvas also upright before him, and
have kept myselffrom mine iniquity, 2 Sam. xxii. 21, ^c. seq^
it is nothing else but an intimation, that how much soever he
might be charged with the contrary vices, he was, in this respect, innocent: and though God did not justify him at his
tribunal, for this righteousness ; yet, in the course of his providence, he seemed to approve of his plea, so far as that whatever the world thought of him, he plainly dealt with him as
one who was highly favoured by him ; or whom, by his dealings with him, he evidently distinguished from those whose
hearts were not right with him.
It is true, some who plead
for jus,tification by our own righteousness, allege these scriptures as a proof of it, without distinguishing between the justification of our persons in the sight of God, and the justification of our righteous cause; or our being justified when accused at God's tribunal, and our being justified, or vindicated
from those charges that are brought against us at man's.
(2.) When a person stands at God's tribunal, as we must
suppose the sinner to do, when bringing in his plea for justification in his sight ; then he has nothing else to plead but Christ's
righteousness ; and faith is that grace that pleads it : and in
that respect we are said to be justified by faith, or in a way of
believing.
Faith doth not justify by presenting or pleading itself, or any other grace that accompanies or flows from it, as
the cause whv God should forgive sin, or give us a right to
eternal life ; for thev have not sufficient worth or excellency in

righteousness,
Psal. vii. 8.

What
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them to procure these blessings. Therefore, when we are said
to be justified by faith, it is by faith, as apprehending, pleading, or laying hold on Christ's righteousness ; and this gives
occasion to divines to call it the instrument of our justification.
Christ's righteousness is the thing claimed or apprehended;
and faith is that by which it is claimed or apprehended ; and,
agreeably to the idea of an instrument, we are said not to be
Christ's righteousness is that
justified for faith, but by it.
which procures a discharge from condemnation for all for whom
faith is the hand that receives it ; whereit was wrought out
by a person has a right to conclude, that it was wrought out
Christ's righteousness is that which has a tendency
for him.
to enrich and adorn the soul and faith is the hand that receives it, whereby it becomes ours, in a way of fiducial apand as the righteousness of Christ is compared, ia
plication
scripture, to a glorious robe, which renders the soul beautiit is by faith that it
ful, or is its highest and chief ornament
;

;

:

;

put on ; and, in this respect, as the prophet speaks, its beauty is rendered perfect tlirough hl^ comeliness^ xvhich is put upon
him^ Ezek. xvi. 14, so that Christ's righteousness justifies, as
it is the cause of our discharge; faith justifies as the instrument that applies this discharge to us thus when it is said, the
just shall live bij faith ^ faith is considered as that which seeks^
is

:

and finds this life in him j the effect is, by a metonymy^
applied to the instrument ; as when the husbandman is said to
live or to be maintained by his plough, and the artist to live by
his hands, or the beggar by his empty hand that receives the
If a person was in a dungeon, like the prophet Jedonative.
remiah, and a rope is let down to draw him out of it, his laying hold on it is the instrument, but the hand that drav/s him
out, is the principal cause of his release from thence ; or, that
we may make use of a similitude that more directly illustrates
the doctrine we are maintaining, suppose a condemned malefactor had a pardon procured for him, which gives him a right
to liberty, or a discharge from the place of his confinement,
this must be pleaded, and his claim be rendered visible ; and
?jftev that he is no longer deemed a guilty person, but dischargThus
ed, in open court, from the sentence that he was under.
Christ procures forgiveness by his blood ; the gor.pel holds it
iorth, and describes those who have a right to claim it as be-

to,

longing to him in particular and hence arises a visible discharge from condemnation, and a right to claim the benefits
that attend it.
if we understand justification by faith, in this
sense, we do not attribute too much to faith on the one hand,
nor too little to Christ's righteousness on the other.
And we rather choQse to call f:^ith an instrument, than a
condition of our justification, being sensible, that the word cent
:
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generally used to signify that for the sake whiercof, a
conferred, rather than the instrument by which it is
applied ; not but that it may be explained in such a way, as is
consistent with the doctrine of justification by faith, as before
do not deny that faith is the condition of our
considered.
claim to Christ's righteousness ; or that it is Ciod'b ordinance,

dilion

benefit

Is

is

We

we have no ground to conclude our interest in
must therefore distinguish between its being a condition of forgiveness, and its being a condition of our visible and
This cannot be said to belong to us,
r.pparent ri^^ht hereunto.
vmless we receive it neither can we conclude that we have an
interest in Christ's redemption, any more than they for whom
he did not lay down his life, but by this medium. We must
first consider Christ's righteousness as wrought out for all them
that were given him by the Father ; and fiuth is that which
gives us ground to conclude, that this privilege, in particular,

without which
it.

We

;

belongs to us.
This account of the use of faith in justification, we cannot
but think sufficient to obviate the most material objections that
are brought against our way of maintaining the doctrine of justification, viz. by Christ's righteousness, in one respect, and
by faith in another. It is an injurious suggestion to suppose
that we deny the necessity of faith in any sense, or conclude,
that we may lay claim to this privilege without it ; since we
strenuously assert the necessity, on the one hand, of Christ's
righteousness being wrought out for us, and forgiveness procured thereby; and, on the other hand, the necessity of our reChrist
ceiving it, each of which is true in its respective place.
must have the glory that is due to him, and faith the work, or
office that belongs to it.
Thus we have considered Christ's righteousness as applied
by faith ; and it may be also observed, that there is one scripture, in which it is said to be imputed by faith ^ as the apostle
Paul, when speaking concerning Abraham's justification by

was imputed to him for
and adds, that it was not rvrittenfcr his sake
alone, that it ivas imputed to him, but for us also, to zvhom it
shall be imptUed, if we believe, Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24. in which

ftiith,

in this righteousness, says. It

rig-hteousness

;

scripture, I conceive, that imputation

is

taken for application;

and accordingly the meaning is, the righteousness of Christ is
so imputed, as that we have ground to place it to our own account, if we believe ; which is the same with applying it by
faith, (a)

(o) " Abraham believed God and it was imputed or counted to him for riphfHjusneis/' Tliis passajre of Scripture is found with little variation also in the
IvplitU- to the Galatians"(iii G ) and in the Epistle of James (ii. ?3 ) and in each

of justifying faith.
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And whereas the apostle speaks elsewhere o^ faith's being
countedfor righteousness^ ver. t. it must be allowed, that there
If wc
is a great deal of difficulty iti the mode of expression.
of the places it seems to have been introduced in support of its context from the
first book of Moses, (sv. 6.)
Moses is giving at that place a visionary (as we suppose) correspondence bein which the Lord promises to the patriarch to
tA\'een Jehovah and Abraham
be his " shield and exceeding' great reward," and upon Abraham's complaining
that he was childless, his attention is direct- d to the stars, and he is told that
it will be equally impracticable to number his posterity, and then follow the
words " Abraham believed in * the Lord, and he counted it to him for righteousness."
[lere it Is given as an old-testament proof of tliat which has been a little before asserted " that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law,"
but because this doctrine would seem to make void the law, the apostle states
this objection, then denies it with abhorrence, and introduces for his support
Abraham's justification before God, '* if Abraham were justified by works he
*'
hath whereof to glory, but not before God; for what saith the scriptures Abra*• ham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness."
In the letter to the christians of Galatia he aims to bring them back from depending on their obedience to the moral and ceremonial laws, to a reliance upon
Christ for salvation, he declares that " by the works of the law no flesh shall be
"justified" in the sight of God; and that christians are " dead to the law," " seek
« to be justified by Christ," and " live by the faith of the Son of God." He asHe charserts " if righteousness come by the law then Christ is dead in vain."
ges the Gaiutians with folly. After having heard, seen, and experienced the doctrines of the Gospel, its extraordinary and ordinary spiritual powers, to go back
to dead works would ai-gue something like fascination. And then to show that
the Gospel mode of justification by faith was not peculiar to the Gospel he quotes
from the book of Genesis these words ; " Abraham believed God, and it was ac" counted to him for righteousness."
The apostle James reprehends such as profess to be believers and yet are not
careful to mainta'm good works such professions of faith are less credible than
" show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show
the fruits of holiness
**
Faith without works he pronounces to be dead,
thee my faith by my works."
not merely inoperative, but destitute of a living principle. He then introduces
Abraham's example of offering up Isaac as a proof of his fiiith; this work being a
manifest effect of his faith in God, justifies, in the sight of all men, his character
as a believer, " and the scripture" he says " wxis fulfilled \\\\]c\\ saith Abraham
;

;

;

*' believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness."
The offering
up of Isaac, having taken place several years after it had been said that " Abra" ham believed God," was an undeniable evidence of the truth, and a fulfilment,

of that scripture.

Abraham's faith here mentioned has been understood as implying both the act
of believing God's promises and his yielding to the call of God by emigrating,
&.C. f whicii faith, and its fruits, though an imperfect righteousness, was, it is
alleged, by the favour of God accepted as a justifying righteousness.
But the apostle here contrasts faith with works, and denies a justification before God to be attainable by our obedience, consequentjy his introduction of A
braham's justification by his good deeds would have destroyed his own argument.
Others t understand Abraham to have been justified on the account of the
mere act of believing: and this has been confined to his faith in tlie one promise
of a numerous posterity.
That the Lord § " in judging Abraham will place on one side of the account
" his duties, and on the' other his performances, and on the side of liis perioiin• ThcqnoUtions of
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and James follow
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imputed for righteousness, as
by works, or by
as a work, we overthrow that which we have been main-

assci't that

they

who

faith

the act of believing

is

establish the doctrine of justification

ances he will place his faith, and by mere favour value it equal to a complete
" performance ot'liis duty, and reward lum as it he were a perfectly righteous
" person."
Faith is the mind's assent to external evidence faith thus strictly considered
as an act, is man's act, as much so as any can be, and as the understanding at
least in its application to the evidence nmst be accompanied by the consent ol"
the will, here is every thing that .s necessary to constitute a work, and accon.1ingly it IS commandeil as a duty, tlie neglect of which is criminal. If it be thus
that faith justifies the believer in tlie sight of God, then there is no propriety in
Baying we are not justified by works, and if it were possible still less in adducing the example of Abraham's justification by that which was no more than a
dut} to prove tliat we cannot be justified by works, " Christ being the end of
" the lav/ for righteousness to every one who believeth." If man can be so justified boasting is not excluded he has v\ hereof to glory.
But the design of the apostle was to show that Abraham himself one of the
holiest of men w^ith all his good deeds, and implicit obedience to divine com-

«'

;

mands was not
nion he

is

justified for his o\\ n holiness or godliness, for that is the opilie calls faith. When the things which we ai^s

combating, but by what

lived to believe are of a .spiritual nature, the " carnal mind" requires to be
freed from its prejudices hetiire it will " receive them," and because .sujiernainral aid is necessary to such mincis and all naturally pos.sess tliem, such " faitii"
must unquestionably be " the gift of God" in a sense higher than that of every
other species of faith exereised under the support of Divine Providence. If faitli
is a gift of God it merits nothing for us, can never create an oliligation on Divine
ju.'>tice for remuneration, and so can never be n.justifmiisr righteousness.
In his epistle to the Galatians t!i\t which he terms a being "justified by faith"'
he also denominates a being "justified by faith in Christ" so that his justilyin?^
faith is not merely a belief of the truth of what God has spoken, but is connectetl
in some manner with Christ, and that it is not the mere-act of believing in Christ
which is the ground of such justification is plain from this, that he expresses the
rame thing by the words, " being justified by Christ." If it is true that we are

req

justified by faith, and also justified by Christ, it must be meant in diflTereut senses,
;ind to give effect to these words thus differently connected, it seems necessaiy
to suppose the righteousness of Christ as the meritorious cause or ground of justification, and faitli the instrumental. "To as many as received him to them g.ivn

" he power to become the .sons of God, even to as many as believed on his name,"
fir at least as the concomitant of it, where all other requisites exist as well as
grace for its production.
It is not the holi7iess of his faith that is accounted for righteousness to him
faith is a holy duty but not more so than some otiiers, and not so much so as love,
" now abide faith, hope, love, and the greatest of these is love;" nor are christians ever said to be justified by love, joy, peace, patience, or by any other grace,
except by faith. From whence it follows that it is not the holiness of faith for
w hich the believer is justified, and yet that there is some property not common
to any other grace or duty, which must be concerned in our justification; ami
no tloubt it is because faith lays hold on him for whose sake alone we can be jiistifcd.

Or

faith

God

is

but

its

our

may be put
fear,

our

for its object, as the

liope, 8ic.

"

Thy

faith

words

fear,

hath saved

hope, joy, and love arp
was not her faith,

tiice," it

object, Christ's power, that healed her.
seed which was promised embraced Clsrist, whose day Abraham saw afar
off; so this faith had the Redeemer for its ol;jcct. In the epistle to the Galatians
there follow the quotiilion these words, " as many as are of faith are the chilchni
" of Abraham," these are called his spiritual seed, and believe in Christ, now if
all who bf lievc in Christ are thereby the children of Abraham, and Abr-ham ihe^
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taining : and if, on the other hand, we understand faith, (olf
the object of faith, ^zz. what v/as wrought out by Christ, which
faith is conversant about, and conclude, (as I conceive we ought
to do,) that this, is imputed for righteousness, this is supposed, by some, to deviate too much from the common sense of
words, to be allowed of: but if there be such a figurative way

why may we not suppose
used in this text under our present consideration i If
other graces are sometimes taken for the object thereof, why
may not faith be taken, by a meton3'my, for its object ? Thus
the apostle calls those whom he writes to, his joy^ that is, the
And in the book of Canobject, or matter thereof, Phil. iv. 1.
ticles, the church calls Christ her love^ Cant. iv. 8. that is, the
And elsewhere, hope is plainly taken for the
object thereof.
of speaking used in other scriptures,
that

it is

object of

it,

when

the apostle says,

Hope

that

seen^ is not

is

for rvhat a man seeth^ -why doth he yet hope for ? Rom.
viii. 24.
By which he plainly intends, that whatever is the
object of hope, cannot be in our present possession and Christ
hope

:

:

is

farther styled,

The blessed

hope^ Tit.

ii.

13. that

is,

the|-)er-

son whose appearance we hope for. And Jacob speaks of God
as the fear of his father Isaac^ Gen. xxxi. SZ. that is, the person whom he worshipped with reverential fear; in all which
cases the phraseology is equally difficult with that of the text,
under our present consideration. Thus concerning Christ's
righteousnesss, as wrought out for us, and applied by faith
which is the foundation of all our peace and comfort, both in
life and death ; and therefore cannot but be reckoned a doctrine
of the highest importance : we shall now consider some things
And,
that may be inferred from it.
[1.] From what has been said concerning justification, as
founded in Christ's suretyship-righteousness, wrought out tor
us, by what was done and suffered by him, in his human na=
ture ; and the infinite value thereof, as depending on the glory
of the divine nature, to which it is united, we cannot but infer the absurdity of two contrary opinions, namely, that of those

who have

asserted, that

we

are justified by the essential righte-

ousness of Christ as God *; and that of others, who pretend^
that because all mediatorial acts are performed by Christ only
as man: therefore the infinite dignity of the divine nature, has
no reference to their being satisfactory to divine justice. This
is what they mean when they say, that we are justified by
• This opini 071 -was propagated soon after the refoi~matlon, by
a little before the iniddle of the sixteenth ce/ituri/.

Andr. Osiander,

ivho lived

father or pattern of faith, his faith must have been of the same kind. There
could have been little propriety in giving a faith of any otlier kind as a pattern tc
•hose v,1iO are lo be!;e-. e in Chrhi that th^-y miy ht. "justified by bis -^iuod."

;
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Christ's righteousness as man, in opposition to our being jusby his essential righteousness as God*: whereas, I thinkj

tified

lies in a tncdium between both these extremes i on the
one hand we must suppose, that Christ's engagement to become a surety for us, and so stand in our room and stead, and
thereby to pay the debt which we had contracted to the justice
of God, could not be done in any other than the human nature ; for the divine nature is not capable of being under a law,
*or fulfilling it, or, in any instance, of obeying, or suffering
and therefore, we cannot be justified by Christ's essential righteousness, as Ciod ; and, on the other hand, what Christ did
and suttercd as man, would not have been sufficient for our
justification, had it not had an infinite value put upon it, arising from the union of the nature that suffered with the divine
nature, which is agreeable to the apostle's expression, -when
he says, God purchai^ed the church xv'ith his ozun bloody Acts,

the truth

XX. 28.
[2.] From what has been said^ concerning the fruits and effects of justification, as by virtue hereof our sins are pardoned,

and we made accepted

in the beloved, we infer; that it is not
way of speaking, but has a tendency to
overthrow the doctrine we have been maintaining, to assert, as
some do, that God is only rendered rtconcileable by what was
done and suffered by Christ. This seems to be maintained by
those who treat on this subject, with a different view.
Some

only an unscriptural

speak of God's being rendered reconcileable by Christ's righteousness that the)^ might make way for what they have farther
to advance, namely, that God's being reconciled to a sinner^
is the result of his own repentance, or the amendment of his
life, whereby he makes his peace with him ; w^hich is to make
repentance or reformation the matter of our justification, and
substitute it in the room of Christ's righteousness
therefcrCj
they who speak of God's being made reconcileable in this sense,
by his blood, are so far from giving a true account of the doctrine of justification, that, in reality, they overthrow it.
But there are others, who speak of God's being reconcileable as the consequence of Christ's satisfaction, that they might
rot be thought to assert that God is actually reconciled by the
blood of Christ, to those who are in an unconverted state, which
:

is inconsistent therewith ; therefore they use this mode of expression, lest they should be thought to give countenance to the
doctrine of actual justification before failh; but certainly we
are under no necessity of advancing one absurdity to avoid an•

This opinion ims propagated soon aftt'v hy Slmicarua, in oppositii>". to Oiian^
Du Pin reckons amongst the S'^ciiiiuiii, or, at least, (ha! <.:J'ier he had
advanced this notion, he denied the doctrine of the Triniti/. ' Hee l>i^ Firine^ci'
/^iti. uxteeatli century, Oooh iv. chup, C]
dcv, luhom

Vo>,.
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Other: therefore, let it be here considered, that the scripture
speaks expressly of God's being reconciled by the death o£
Christ ; and accordingly he is said to have brought him again
from the dead^ as a God of peace^ Heb. xiii. 20. And elsewhere,
he speaks of God^s having reconciled us to himsef by Jesus
Christy 2 Cor. v. 18. and not becoming reconcilable to us.
Again, When ive xvere enemies rue were reconciled to God by the
death of his So?i^ much more being reconciled^ zve shall besaved^
Rom. V. 10. that is, shall obtain the saving effects of this reconciliation by his life. And again. Having made peace through
the blood of his cross, by hi?n to reconcile all things to himself:
and ijou that xvere sometimes alienated, and enemies in your
7nind by wicked xvorks, yet now hath he reconciled, in the body
of his flesh through death, to present ijou holy and unhlameabley
and unreprovable i?i his sight. Col. i. 21, 22. Where he describes those who were reconciled as once enemies, and speaks
of this privilege as being procured by the death of Christ, and
of holiness here, and salvation hereafter, as the consequence of
it; tiiercfore it is such a reconciliation as is contained in our
justification.

But though this appears very agreeable to the mind of the
Holy Ghost, in scripture, yet it must be understood in consistency Avith those other scriptures, that represent persons in
state, as children of xvrath, Eph. ii. 3. and be-

an unconverted

ing hateful, Tit. iii, 3. that is, not only deserving to be hated
by God, but actually hated, as appears by the many threatnings that are denounced against them, and their being in a
condemr.ed state, that we may not give countenance to the doctrine c: some, who, not distinguishing between God's secret
and revealed will, maintain that we are not only virtually, but
actually justified before we believe; as though we had a right
to claim Christ's righteousness before we have any ground to
conclude, that it was wrought out for us but what has been
already suggested concerning justification by faith, will, I think,
:

sufficiently

remove

this difficulty.

thing that remains to be explained is ; how God
may be said to be reconciled by the blood of Christ, to a person who is in an unconverted state, and as such, represented as
a child of wrath ? for the understanding of which, let us consider, that so long as a person is an unbeliever, he has no
ground to conclude, according to the tenor of God's revealed
will, that he is reconciled to him, or that he is any other than
a child of wrath. Nevertheless, when we speak of God's being reconciled to his elect, according to the tenor of his secret

The only

they believe, that is in effect to say, that justificaan immanent act in God, is antecedent to faith,
a certain truth, inasmuch as faith h a fruit and con-

will, before

tion, as

which

is

it is

;
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sequence thereof: whereas, God does not declare that he is
reconciled to us, or give us ground to conclude it ; whereby we
appear no longer to be children of wrath, till we believe. If
this be duly considered, we have no reason to assert, that God
is reconcileable, rather than reconciled by the death of Christ,
lest we should be thought to maintain the doctrine of justification, or deliverance from wrath, as a declared act, before we
believe.
And to this we may add, that God was reconcileable
to his elect, that is, willing to be reconciled to them before
Christ died for them ; otherwise he would never have sent him
into the world to make reconciliation for the sins of his people
he was reconcileable, and therefore designed to turn from
the fierceness of his wrath ; and in order thereunto, he appointed Christ to make satisfaction for sin, and procure peace
for them.
[3.J There is not the least inconsistency between those scriptures which speak of justification as being an act of God's free
grace, and others, which speak of it as being, by faith, founded on Christ's righteousness ; or between God's pardoning sin
freely, without regard to any thing done by us to procure it
:

and yet insisting on, and receiving a full satisfaction, as the
meritorious and procuring cause of it. This is sometimes objected against what we have advanced in explaining the doctrine of justification, as being, in some respects, an act of justice, and in others, of grace ; as though it were inconsistent
with itself, and our method of explaining it were liable to an
absurdity, which is contrary to reason ; as though two contradictory propositions could be both true.; namely, that justification should be an act of the strictest justice, without any abatement of the debt demanded, and yet of free grace, without insisting on the payment of the debt but this seeming contradiction may be easily reconciled, if we consider that the debt
was not paid by us in our own persons ; which had it been
done, it would have been inconsistent with forgiveness's being
an act of grace ; but by our surety, and in that respect there
was no abatement of the debt, nor did he receive a discharge
by an act of grace, but was justified as our head or surety, by
his own righteousness, or works performed by him ; whereas,
we are justified by his suretyship-righteousness, without works
performed by us ; and this surety was provided for us ; as has
been before observed; and therefore, when we speak of justification, as being an act of grace, we distinguish between the
justification of our surety, after he had given full satisfaction
for the debt wliich we had contracted ; and this payment's being placed to our account by God's gracious imputation thereof to us, and our obtaining forgiveness as the result thereof^
which. can be no olh'>;r than an act of the highest grace.
:

;
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From what has been said concernhig justliication bywe infer, the method, order and time, in which God jusThere are some who not only speak of justihis people.

[4.]

faith,
tifies

fication before faith, but

immanent

act in

God

from eternity j and consider it as an
same sense as election is said to

in the

I will not deny eternal justification, provided it be considered as contained in God's secret will, and not made the
rule by which we are to determine ourselves to be in a justified state, and as such to have a right and title to eternal life,
if we take it in
before it is revealed or apprehended by faith
this- sense, it is beyond dispute, that justification is not by faith;
but inasmuch as the most known, yea, the only sense in which
justification is spoken of, as applied to particular persons, is,
that it is by faith : therefore, we must suppose.
That which is hid in God,
Is?, That it is a declared act.
Sind not declared, cannot be said to lie applied ; and that which
is not applied, cannot be the rule by which particular persons
may judge of their state. Thus, if we speak of eternal elec-^
tion, and say, That God has peremptorily determined the state
of those that shall be saved, that they shall not perish ; this is
nothing to particular persons, unless they have ground to conclude themselves elected. So if we say that God has, from all
pternity, given his elect into Christ's hands ; that he has undertaken before the foundation of the M'^orld, to redeem them
and that, pursuant hereunto, God promised that he would give
eternal life unto them; or, if we consider Christ as having iulfilled what he undertook from all eternitj', finished transgression, brought in everlasting righteousness, and fully paid the
debt which he undertook; consider him as bting discharged,
and receiving an acquittance, when raised from the --^dead
and all this as done in the name of the elect, as their head and
representative ; and if you farther consider them, as it is often
•expressed, as virtually justified in him; all this is nothing to
them, with respect to their peace and comfort; they have no
inore a right to claim an interest in this privilege or relation,
than if he had not paid a price for them. Therefore, we supfiose that justification, as it is the foundation of our claim to

be.

:

life, is a declared act.
^d. If justification be a declared act, there must be some
method which God uSes, whereby he declares, or makes it
it is certain, that he, no where in scripture, tells
known.
an unbeliever that he has an interest in Christ's righteousness,
pr that his sins are pardoned, or gives him any warrant to take
comfort from any such conclusion but, on the other hand,
such an one has no ground to conclude any other, concerning

eternal

Now

;

for he is to judge of
is a child of wrath
according to the tenor of God's revealed wil^. C^rif';t'^3

himself, but that he
fliir.gs

;

;

OF JUSTIFYING FAlTlI.

from

ii,

as

much

him

in point of application ; he is
he lays claim to it, or takes comas he would be were he to say, some are

righteousness is nothing to
guilty of bold presumption
ibrt
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if

am. Nevertheless,
a person believes, he has a right to conclude, that
he is justified, or to claim all the privileges that result from it;
and this is what we call justification by faith, which therefore
cannot be before faith ; for that which gives a person a right
to claim a privilege, must be antecedent to this claim ; or, that
which is the foundation of a person's concluding himself to be
justified, must be antecedent to his making this conclusion
and in this respect, all who duly consider what they affirm,
must conclude that justification is not before faith.
[5.] From what has been said concerning the office or use
of faith in justification, as it is an instrument that applies
Christ's righteousness to ourselves, we infer; that it is more
than an evidence of our justification we do not indeed deny
it to be an evidence that we were virtually justified in Christ
as our head and representative, when he was raised from the
dead, in the same sense as it is an evidence of our eternal election but this is equally applicable to all other graces, and therefore cannot be a true description of justifying faith. If we are
justified by faith, only as it is an evidence of our^right to
Christ's righteousness, we are as much justified by love, patience, and submission to the divine will, or any other grace
that accompanies salvation ; but they who speak of faith as only an evidence, will not say that we are justified by all other
graces, in the same sense as we are justified by faith ; and indeed, the scripture gives us no warrant so to do.
[6.] From what has been said concerning faith as giving us
a right to claim Christ's righteousness, we infer; that a person is justified before he has what we call, the faith of assurance ; of which more hereafter
therefore we consider the
grace of faith, as justifying or giving us a right to claim Christ's
righteousness, whether we have an actual claim or no. This
must be allowed, otherwise the loss of this assurance would infer the suspension or loss of our justification, and consequently
would render our state as uncertain as our frames, or our peace
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, as liable to be lost
as that peace and joy which we sometimes have in believing,
and at other times are destitute of.
[7.] From what has been said concerning justifying faith's
being accompanied with all other graces, we infer; that that
faidi which is justifying, is also a saving grace, or a grace which
accompanier, salvation ; but yet there is this difference between
saving faith, as we generally call it, and justifying, in that the
former respects Christ in all his offices, the latter considers hipi
elected, therefore I

3dy

When

:

:

:
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only in his Priestly

to be a propitiation
grace of faith in its
larger extent, both with respect to its acts and objects, as contained in the former of the answers we are explaining : and

And

for sin.

office,

or as set

foi»th

this leads us to consider the

therefore,

We

arc now to consider the nature of faith in general, or of
that faith, which, as before explained, we call justifying. There

are some things in this grace which are common to it with
other graces ; pai-ticularly, it is styled a saving grace, not as
being the cause of our salvation, but as it accompanies, or is
connected with it. Again, it is said to be wrought in the heart
of a sinner, to distinguish it from other habits of a lower nature, which are acquired by us ; and it is said to be wrought
by the Spirit and Word of God ; by his Spirit, as the principal
efficient, who, in order thereunto, exerts his divine power ; an^l
by the word, as the instrument which he makes use of. The
Word presents to us the object of faith; and it is God's ordi'
nance, in attending to which, he works and excites it.
Moreover, there are several things supposed or contained in
this gi-ace of faith, which are common to it, with other graces.
As when a believer is said to be first convinced of sin and misery, and of his being unable to recover himself out of the lost
condition in which he is, by nature ; and the impossibility of
his being recovered out of it by any other creature ; in all these
respects, faith contains in it several things in common with
other gi'acco ; particularly with conversion, effectual calling, and
repentance unto life. These things, therefore, we shall pass over
as being considered elsewhere, and confine ourselves to what is
peculiar to this grace mentioned in this answer; only some few
things may be obsei-ved concerning it, as it is styled a sav'ing
grace, and wrought in the heart of man, by the Spirit and Word
of God ; and we shall add some other things, of which we have
no particular account in tlijs answer; which may contain a more
full explication of this grace
in speaking to which, we shall
observe the following method;
I.
shall consider the meaning of the word faith, in the
more general idea of it.
II.
shall speak particularly concerning the various kinds
oi faith. And,
III. The various objects and acts of saving faith ; especially
as it assents to the truth of the promise of the gospel, and re-ceives, and rests upon, Christ and his righteousness, held forth
:

We

We

therein.

IV.
vation,

We

shall consider

and

vv^rought in the heart

it

as a grace that accompanies sal-

and instrumentality of the word.

by the power of the

Spirit,
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We

shall consider it as strong or weak, increasing or
V.
declining, with the various marks and evidences thereof.
VI. SV'e shall speak of the use of faith in the whole conduct

of our lives ; as every thing
said to be done by it.

we do

in

an acceptable manner,

is.

VII. We shall shew how it is to be attained or increased,
and what are the means conducive thereunto.
I. Concerning the meaning of. the word faith^ in the more
general idea thereof. It is either ar» assent to a truth, founded
on sufficient evidence ; or a confiding or relying on the word
or power of one, who is able and willing to afford us sufficient
help or relief.*
1. As to the former of these, as it contains an assent to a
truth proposed and supported by sufficient evidence. This is
more especially an act of the understanding ; and it is necescessary, in oixler hereunto, that something be discovered to us,

as the matter of our belief, which demands or calls for our assent ; and that is considered either only as true, or else, as true
and good if it be considercd only as true, the faith, or assent
that is required thereunto is speculative ; but if we consider it
:

not only as true, but good, or, as containing something redounding to our advantage ; then the fuith resulting from it is practical, and seated partly in the understanding, and partly in the
will ; or, at least, the will is influenced and inclined to embrace
what the understanding not only assents to as true, but proposes to us as that which if enjoyed would tend very much to
our advantage.
As to this general description of faith, as an assent to what
is reported, founded upon sufficient evidence, we may farther
consider ; f that it is not in our power to believe a thing, unless the judgment be convinced, and we have ground to conclude it to be true, and accordingly there must be something
which has a tendency to give this conviction ; and that it is
what we call evidence every thing that is reported is not to
be credited ; since it has very often no appearance of truth in
it
and it is reasonable for the understanding, to demand a proof
before it } ields an assent ; and if it be a matter of report, then
we are to consider the nature of t\\c evidence, whether it be
:

:

*

Tliis is

vnmmonhj called fiducia, a7id as such, distivgnisheclfrom

fides, by lu/ucfi

the ffjiiner is generally ccprcssed.

In

contra distinguished frotn science ; accordingly -cc are
cuntainedin (in axiom, that ?io one, vho has the exercise
of his understanding, can doubt o/", viz. that the tuhole is greiUar than the part; or,
that a thing cannot be, and not ie at the same time, i/c. .ind every thing that is
fminded on a mathematical denionttrudou, is included in the ivord science to iviuch
-.lie may add occular demonstration.
J\'o-.j these things are not properly the uhjecl of
faith, or the asserit ve give to the truth herc'f, is 7iot founded barely ujion cviilenit\
jn which respect faith is distinguiihedfrbVi it ; fi/r r-'luch retison -xe call it an a''-fe:i'
to a truth, founded on evidaKe.
j-

said

this respect fuith is

to k-no-.u

a thing that

is

;
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or insufficient to persuade us to believe whnt is reto the strength or credibility thereof,
we believe, hesitate about it, or utterly reject it. If, according
to our present view of things, it may be true or false, we hardly
call it the object of faith ; we can only say concerning it, that
it is probable ; if it be, on the other hand, attested by such evidence, as cannot, without scepticism be denied ; hence arises
what we call certainty, or an assurance of faith, supported by
the strongest evidence.
Moreover, according to the nature of the evidence, or testimony, on which it is founded, it is distinguished into human
and divine ; both of these are contained in the apostle's words,
Jfxve receive the -witness of 7nen^ the witness of God is greater^
1 John V. 9. As for human testimony, though it may not be
termed false, yet it can hardly be deemed any other than fallible, since it cannot be said concerning sinful man, that it is impossible for him to lie or deceive, or be deceived himself;
but when we believe a thing on the divine testimony, our faith
it is as impossible for us to be deceived as it is for
is infallible
God to impart that to us, which is contrary to his infinite holiness and veracity. It is in this latter sense that we consider
the word faith, when we speak of it as an act of religious worship, or included or supposed in our idea of saving faith ; and
so we style it a firm assent to every thing that God has revealed as founded on th% divine veracity.
Let us now consider faith as it contains an assent to a thing,
upon which account we call it
not only as true, but as good
a practical assent, first seated in the understanding ; and then
the will embraces what the understanding discovers to be conducive to our happiness ; we first believe the truth of it, and
then regulate our conduct agreeably thereunto. As when a criminal hears a report of an act of grace being issued forth by
the king, he does not rest in a bare assent to the truth thereof,
but puts in his claim to it. Or, as when a merchant is credibly
informed, that there are great advantages to be obtained by trading into foreign countries he receives the report with a design to use all proper methods to partake of the advantage ; as
sufficient,

ported

;

and according

:

,*

,*

it, when he compares the kingdom of
merchant man seeking goodly pearls ; xvho, wlien
he had found one pearl of great price^ went and sold all that he
had, and bought, Matt. xiii. 45.
have sufficient evidence
to support our faith, that there is forgiveness of sin, through
the blood of Christ; and that all spiiitual blessings are treasured up in him, for the heirs of salvation in this respect faith
does not contain a bare speculative assent to the truth of this
proposition but it excites in us an endeavour to obtuifi tbe^e

our Saviour

illustrates

heave?! unto a

We

:

,;

'
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may

way which

is
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prescribed by him,

who

is

the

be farther considered, as denoting an act of

dependence on him, who is the object thereof. This is
for though it
verj' distinct from the former sense of the word
supposes indeed an assent of the understanding to some truth
proposed ; yet this truth is of such a nature, as that it produces
in us a resting or reliance on one who is able, and has expressed
a willingness to do us good ; and whose promise relating hereunto, is such, as we bave ground to depend on. This supposes
in him, who is the subject thereof, a sense of his own weakness or indigence, and in him that is the object of it, a fitness
trust or

:

to be the object of trust, for his attaining relief: tlius the sick
man depends upon the skill and faithfulness of the physician,

and determines to look no fartlier for lielp^ but relies on his
and uses the means that he appoints for the restoring of his healtii or, as when a person is assaulted by one
who threatens to ruin him, and is able to do it, as being an
over-match for him, he has recourse to, and depends on the
assistance of one that is able to secure and defend him, and
prescriptions,

;

thereby prevent the danger that he feared. Thus Jehosbaphat,
when his country was invaded by a great multitude of foreign
troops, being apprehensive that he was not able to withstand
them he exercises this faith of reliance on the divine power,
when he says, JFe have no might against this great company^
that come against lis ; neither know xve ruhat to do^ but our eyes
are upon thee^ 2 Chron. xx. 19. And God is very often, in
scripture, represented as tlic object of trust so the church says,
I will trusty and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is my
strength; and elsewhere, he that walketh in darkness and hath
no light^ Isa. xij. 2. that is, knows not which way to turn, is
helpless and destitute of all conafort, is encouraged to trust in
the name of the Lord^ and stay upon his God^ chap. 1. 10. This
is truly and properly a divine faith, and accordingly an act of
religious worship ; and is opposed to a trusting in man, atid
vxaking ficsh his arm, Jer. xvii, 5. and it supposes a firm persuasion, that God is able to do all that for us which we stand
in need of; and that he bas promised that he will do us good,
and that he Avill never fail nor forp.ke them that repose their
trust or confidence in him : with this view the soul relies on
his perfections, seeks to him for comfort, and lays tiie whole
stress of his hope of salvation on him, not doubting concerning
the event hereof, but concluding hims'jlf safe, if lie can say, that
the eternal God is his refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms, Dcut. xxxili. 27. This leads us,
II. To consider the various kinds of faith, as mentioned in
scripture. Thus we read of a faith that v.-as adapted la that
;

:
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extraordinary dispensation of providence, in which God was
pleased to confirm some great and important truths by miracles ; which is therefore styled a faith of miracies. There is
also a faith that has no reference to a supernatural event, or
confined to any particular age or state of the church, in whicK
miracles are expected, but is founded on the gospel-revelation,
which, how much soever it may resemble saving faith, yet falls
short of it ; and there is a faith which is inseparably connected

with salvation.
1. Concerning the faith of miracles. This is what our Saviour intends, when he tells his disciples, That if they had faithas a grain of mustard-seed^ they should saij unto this mountain^
Remove hence to yonder plac.e^ and it should remove ; and nothing shoxdd be impossible unto them^ Matt. xvii. 20. This is
such a faith that many had, who were not in a state of salvation ; as is plain from what our Saviour says, that many xvili
say to him in that day^ Lord^ Lord^ have xve not prophesied in
thy name ? and in thij 7iame have' cast out devils ? and in thif
name have done many •wonderful zvorks ? to -whom he xvill profess I never knew you; and his commanding them to deport
from him as haying wrought iniquity, chap. vii. 22, 23. And
the apostle Paul supposes, that a person might have all faith^
that is, this kind of faith ; so that he might remove mountains^
•

•

1 Cor. xiii. 2. which is a proverbial expression, denoting, that
extraordinary and miraculous events might attend it; and yet,
at the same time, be destitute of charity^ or love to God, and
consequently without saving grace; and so appear, in the end,
to be nothing.
Some have questioned whether this faith of miracles was
peculiar to the gospel-dispensation, in the time of our Saviour
and the apostles, and so was not reqviirecl in those who wrought
miracles under the Old Testament dispensation ; thougli others
suppose, that, from the nature of the thing, it was alv/avs necessary that faith should be exercised, when a miracle was
wrought though it is true, we have little or no account of
this faith, as exercised by those that wrought miracles before
our Saviour's time ; and therefore, we cannot so peremptorily
determine this matter ; but according to the account we have
thereof in the New Testament, there were several things necessary to, or included in this faith of miracles.
(1.) Some important article of revealed religion must be
proposed to be believed ; and in order thereunto, an explicit
appeal made to God, in expectation of his immediate interposure in working a miracle for that end : every thing that was
the object of faith, was not, indeed, to be proved true by a
miracle, but only those things which could not be sufficiently
evinced without it, so as to beget a divine faith in those who
;

:
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were the subjects of conviction. We never read that miracles
were wrought to convince the world that there was a God, or
or, to persuade men concerning the truth of
;
those things that might be sufficiently proved by rational arguments but when there could not be such a proof given without the finger of God being rendered visible by a miracle
wrought, then they depended on such an instance of divine condescension; and the people who were to receive conviction,
were to expect such an extraordinary event.
(2.) It was necessary that there should be a firm persuasion
of the truth of the doctrine, to be confirmed by a miracle ia
him that wrought it, together with an explicit appeal to it for
the conviction of those whose faith was to be confirmed thereby : and sometimes we read, that when miracles were to be
wrought in favour of them, who before had a sufficient proof
that our Saviour was the Messiah, it was necessary that they
should have a strong persuasion concerning this matter, and
that he was able to vrork a miracle ; otherwise they had no
ground to expect that the miracle should be wrought in the
former instance we read of Christ's disciples working miracles for the conviction of the Jews, and exercising, at the same
time, this faith of miracles ; and in the latter a general faith
was demanded, that our Saviour was the Messiah, before the
miracle was wrought ; in which sense we are to understand his
reply to the man who desired that he would cast the Devil out
of his son; If thou canst believe^ all things are possible to him
that believeth, Mark ix. 23. ^. d. Thou hast had sufficient conviction that I am the Messiah, by other miracles, and consequently hast no reason to doubt but that I can cast the Devil
out of thy son ; therefore, if thou hast a strong persuasion of
the truth hereof, the thing that thou desirest shall be granted
and elsewhere it is said, Ife did not manif migiity works because of their unbelief Matt. xiii. 58.
(3.) How much soever a person might exercise this strong
persuasion, that a miracle should be wrought, which we generally call a faith of miracles ; yet I cannot think that this event
always ensued without exception. For sometimes God might
refuse to work a miracle, that he might hereby cast contempt
on some vile persons, who pretended to this faith of miracles ;
who, though they professed their faith in Christ as the Mesbiah, yet their conversation contradicted their profession, and
therefore God would not put that honour upon them so as to
work a miracle at their desire; much less are we to suppose,
iTiat he Avould work a miracle at any one's pleasure, if they

a providence
:

:

were persuaded that he would do so. Again, sometimes God
might refuse to exert his divine power, in working a miracle,
in judgment, when persons had had sufficient means for their.

y
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And finally,
conviction by other miracles, but believed not.
the truth of the Christian religion had been sufficiently
confirmed by miracles, they were less common; and then we
read nothing more of that faith which took its denomination
from thence.
2. There is another kind of faith, which has some things in

when

common

\vith

saving

faith,

and

vastly difterent from it.
and in others,
historical faith

but

is

;

sometimes mistaken for it,
This, in some, is called an
by reason of the short contiis

nuance thereof, a temporary faith. An historical faith is that
whereby persons are convinced of the truth of v'hat is revealed in the gospel, though this has very little infi'Jlcnce on their
conversation such have right notions of divine things, but do
•not entertain a suitable regard to them; religion with them is
little more than a matter of speculation ; they do not doubt concerning any of the important doctrines of the gospel, but are
never-^
able and ready to defend them by proper arguments
iheless, though, in words, they profess their faith in Christ, iu
works they deny him such as these the apostle intends when
he says; Tlioit believest that there is one God^ thou dost well:
:

:

:

And he charthe devils also believe and tremble^ James ii. 19.
ges them with a vain presumption, in that they expected to be
justified hereby ; whereas their faith was without works, or
those fruits which were necessary to justify, or evince irs sinceritv ; or to prove that it was such a grace as accompanies
salvation ; and therefore he gives it no better a character than
that of a dead faith.
As for that v/hich

is called a temporary
from the former, unless we consider it,

faith, this differs

as having a tendency, in some measure, to excite the affections; and so far
to regulate the conversation, as that which is attended with a
form of godliness, which continues as long as this comports
with, or is subservient to their secular interest but it is not
such a faith as will enable them to pass through fiery trials, or
part with all things for Christ's sake, or to rejoice in him, as
their portion, when they meet with little but tribulation and
persecution, in the v/orld, for the sake of the gospel. This
will evidently discover the insincerity thereof; for it will wither like a plant that is without a root: our Saviour speaks of
it in the parable, of the seed that fell upon stony places^ -where

little

:

they had not much earthy and forlhzvith they sprang vp^ because they had no deepness of earth ; and when the sun was up,
they xvere scorched ; and because they hod no root they wither-'
ed away ; v/hich he explains of him, ivho heareth the word^
and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not root in himself
but endureth for a ivhile ; for when tribidation or persecution
<i,risethj because of thy xvord^ by and by he is offended, Matt^
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This parable had a par-

who heard John

the Baptist glada season; and seemed to be convinced, by his doctrine, concerning the Messiah, who was
shortly to appear; but when they apprehended that his kingdom, instead of advancing them to great honours in the world,
was like to expose them to tribulations and persecutions they
were offended in him ; and this is also applicable to all those
who think themselves something, and are thought so by others,
as to the profession they make of Christ and his gospel ; but
afterwards appear to be nothing, deceiving their own souls.
ticular relation to the

Jews,

ly, rejoicing in his light for

This leads

To

us,

is inseparably connected
with salvation, which is called justifying faith, and also a saving grace, in this answer, in which the nature thereof is explained ; and what may be farther said concerning it will be
considered under the following heads, which we proposed to
insist on in the general method before laid down; and therefore

3.

we

consider faith as a grace that

shall proceed,

To

III.

saving

speak concerning the various objects and acts of

faith.

Concerning its objects. Every thing that is the object
must take its rise from God ; for we are now speaking
concerning a divine faith; and inasmuch as saving faith supposes and includes in it an assent to the truth of divine revelation, we are bound to believe whatever God has revealed in
his word ; so that as all scripture is the rule of faith, the matand as scripture contains an
ter thereof is the object of faith
1.

thereof,

:

historical relation of things, these are the objects of faith,

and

are to yield an assent to what God reveals, as being of inAs it is a rule of duty and obedience, v/e are
fallible verity.

we

bound to
manding

believe so as to adore the sovereignty of

God, com-

to submit to his authority therein, as having a right

our consciences, and acknowledge ourselves
and servants, under an indispensable obligation to

to give laws to
his subjects

as it contains many
yield the obedience of faith to him
great and precious promises, these are the objects of faith, as
we are to desire, hope for, and depend on the faithfulness of
God for the accomj^lishment of them ; and more particularly
considering them as they are all, yea and amen, in Christ to
As for the threatnings which relate to the
the glory of God.
wrath oi God, due to sin, and warnings to fence the soul against
it, and induce us to
abhor and hate it; these are objects of
:

faith, so far as that we must believe and tremble, and see the
need we stand in of grace, which we receive by faith to enable us to improve them, that through the virtue of Christ's
qghteousness we mav hope to escape his wrath and by his
;
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Strength be fortified against the prevalency of corruption, that
has proved destructive to multitudes.
But the principal object of faith is God in Christ, our great
Mediator (<?) thus our Saviour says, Te believe in God^ believe
This is sometimes styled coming to
also in me, John xiv. 1.
the Father by him ; as it is elsewhere said. No man cometh unto the Father but by me: or else, coming to him as Mediator
immediately, that in him we may obtain whatever he has purchased for us, and thereby may have access to God, as to our
reconciled God and Father ; and in so doing, obtain eternal
life, as he expresses it ; He that cometh to me shall 7iever liwi'
ger ; and he that believeth on me shall never thirsty chap. vi. 35.
Which leads us to consider,
2. Those particular acts of saving faith, in which we have to
do with Christ as Mediator, whereby we have access to God;
through him there are several expressions in scripture, by
;

:

m the

is not the object of faith, but that which is true.
represented as the object of faith is not to be understood
of words and letters, nor even of axioms and propositions, nor is the Divine veracity, though certainly cnnHded in, the object of laith, or that which is assented unto. The promisf'"; v>hich the old testament -believers had, and reposed in,
were not the objects of faith, but the things which they saw afar off, and which
were the ground of their rejoicing. When we are required to believe on Jesus
Christ, it is not his human, not his Divine nature, not his person, nor even his
mediatorial character which is the object of our faith for any of these alone
could be no ground of confidence of salvation, or hope, much less produce joy
in the believer. Every thing essential to our salvation must be considered, as
the object of our faith; the mercy of God, the love of Christ, the purpose and
the act of offering, and accepting the sacrifice to Justice of our sins, and the warrant tons to fi-N; our hope and trust in this atonement; the firm con\iction of the
truth of these things may be denominated faith.
Yet this conviction, or free assent of the understanding is not the faith, which
accompanies salvation; if we can suppose it possible, that there should not be a
rorresponding impression made upon the will and affections. With the heart
In this expression the heart is not put for the inrnxm believeth unto salvatio7i.
tellectual, but moral powers, and must not be understood as if the will assumed
the office, peculiar to the understanding, of judging of evidence; but only that
the assent of the understanding must be of such a kind, and to such a degree, as
to produce a decisive co-operation of all the powers of tlie man, both of soul
aiid bod)-, to be s.aved in the way, and by the means discovered.
Such an effort for srdvation supposes the bent, or bias of the mind to be inclined towards God, and his glory. And certain it is, that the wok, or act of
believing, depends so much upon the moral state of the man, that although he
may assent to every article of faith, and desire an interest in the advantages of
religion, he never believes with the heart in the sense above mentioned, until this
charge has been wrought in him. On this account faith may well be denominated the work or gift of God, for he only, according to the scriptures can effect

^a) Truth
Tlie word of

abstract

God when

;

change.
it Ts not because tliere is any defect in the evidence of these important
truths; nor because of any natural, that is physical, defect of the intellectual
poM-ers of man, that he does not believe the Divine revelation but because his
affections are preoccupied, and his inclinations directed into another channel,
whereby he is unwilling to ajjply himself unto these truths, and is prejudiced
against the holiness, which is requked, and the self denial tttat is necessary to
attain the blessiugs of salvation.
tiiis

Yet

;
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which these acts of saving faith are set forth, some of which
are metaphorical; more particularly it is called a looking to
him ; thus he is represented, by the prophet, as saying. Look
unto me^ and be ye saved all the ends of the earthy Isa. xlv. 22.
Sometimes by coming to him, pursuant to the invitation he
gives, Come unto me all ye that labour^ and are heavy laden^
and I xvill give you rest^ Mat. xi. 25. which coming is elsewhere explained, as in the scripture before-mentioned, by beAnd as we hope for refreshment
lieving' in him, John vi. 35.
and comfort in so doing, it is set forth by that, metaphorical
to the waters and buying wine and ??iilk
money and without price^ Isa.lv. 1. that is, receiving
from him those blessings which tend to satisfy and exhilirate
the soul, which are given to such as have nothing to offer for
them and sometimes it is represented by flying to him ; or,
as the apostle expresses it, fiyi^^g for refuge to laij hold upon
the hope set before us Heb. vi. 18. as alluding to that eminent

expression, of comirig
xvithout

;

y

type thereof, contained 'va.\ the man-slayer's flying to the city
of refuge, from the avenger of blood, and therein finding prothis is a description more especially of faith
tection and safety
as justifying ; in which respect it is elsewhere described, as a
putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, Rom. xiii. 14. or the glorious robe of his righteousness, on which account we are said to
be clothed with the garments of salvation, and covered ivith tkf
And when we are enabled
robe of righteousness, Isa. Ixi. 10.
to apprehend our interest in him by faith, together with the
blessings that are the result hereof, we are said to rejoice ia
Christ Jesus. There are many other expressions by which
this grace is set forth in scripture ; but those acts thereof,
which we shall more especially consider, are our receiving
Christ, giving up ourselves to him, and trusting in, or relying
:

on him.

Thus
(1.) Faith is that grace whereby we receive Christ.
said, as many as received him, to them gave he power to

it is

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his naine^
John i. 12. This contains in it the application of an overture
made by him ; not barely of something that he has to bestow,
which might contribute to our happiness, but of himself. Christ
has many things to bestow upon his people ; but he first gives
himself; that is, he expresses a willingness to be their Prince
and Saviour, their Prophet, Priest, and King; that being thus
related, and adhering to him, they may be made partakere of

which are the result thereof; and accordingly the
him, and embraces the overture.
Hereupon he is said to be ours; and, as the consequence thereof, we lay claim to those benefits which he has purchased for
us, as our Redeemer.
Clirist ir. considered as the first prohis benefits,

soul,

by

faith applies itself to

;
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mised blessing in the covenant of grace ; and xvith him God
freehj g'ives his people all things that they stand in need of,
v/hich respect their everlasting salvation, Rom. viii. 32.
This supposes the person receiving him to be indigent and
destitute of every thing that may tend to make him happ}',
brought into the greatest straits and difficulties, and standing
in need of one who is able to afford relief to him.
He has
heard in the gospel, that Christ is able to supply his wants
and that he is willing to come and take up his abode with him
accordingly the heart is open to embrace him, esteeming him
to be altogether lovely and desirable, beholding that excellency and glory in his person, that renders him the object of his
delight, as he is said to be precious to them that believe^ 1 Pet,
ii. 7. looking upon him as God-man Mediator, he concludes,
that he is able to save, to the uttermost, all that come unto
God by him ; and that all the treasures of grace and glory are
purchased by him, and given into his hand to apply to those
',

who have an

interest in

him

he expects to

:

Christ, as the result of his being

made

find

them

partaker of him

all
;

in

and

accordingly he adheres to him by this which is called an appropriating act of faith; whereby he that was before represented in the gospel, as the Saviour and Redeemer of his people,
the fountain of all they enjoy or hope for, and by whom they
have access to God, as their reconciled God and Father, is applied by the soul, to itself, as the spring of all its present and
future comfort and happiness. («)
(a) Faith, according to the beloved disciple John, and the great St. Paul, is the
; or a giving credit to the
record that God gave of /as Son. These definitions are all ot" tlie same import,
and are all divine. Being dictated by tlie Spirit of Cod, they cannot be contradicted by any, although some have glossed upon them, till they liave brought in
a sense diverse from the inspired writers. Tliis faith, when it is real, as distinguished from that uninfluential assent to the gospel, which crowds, who hear
it, profess to have, is an eilect of the divine inf.uence in us; hence it is said to be (^
the operation of God; and that it is -with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.
As the righteousness by wliich the sinner is justified, is the sole work of
Christ /or him, so this is the work of the Holy Gliost in him, and no less neceshelief of the truth; the believing that Jesus is the Christ

proper place; it being that, without which a sinner cannot apprehend,
and rest upon Christ for eternal life. By faith, as before observed, be
becomes acquainted with tlie glories of the chafactcr of Jesus, the fulress of
grace in him, and the suitableness and perfection of his rigliteousness in consequence of this faith, he admires the Saviour'.s personal excellencies, flies to
him, ventures all upon him, and rejoices in bini.
Tiicse, to speak plainly, are
all so many effects of fltith.
The sinner must have a view of the Saviour's excellency, before he will admire it.
He must be persuaded, that Cln-ist is the
only safe refuge, btfore he wWl JJy to him. He must know that there is in Christ
sufficient matter of consolation, before he will rejoice in him.
Of all these he is
entirely satisfied by faith m the testimony of God
.subsequent to which is his
coming, or fying to him, trusting in, or venturing all upon him, rejoicing m
him, &c. e.g. Joseph's brethren heard that there was corn enough inEgyiDt;
they believed the report tliis was faith upon this they went down tor a supply.
Doabtles? t!;'? was nx\ efcct of thej? faitli for had they not believed the
sary in

its

receive,

;

:

:

;

;
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act of faith is giving up ourselves to Christ.
covenant of grace, God says, I will be to them a
God^ ami they shall be to iv.e a people^ faith builds on this foundation; it first apprehends that he is able and willing to do
them good, and make them happy in the enjoyment of himself; and with this encouragement the soul receives him, as
has been but now observed; and pursuant hereunto devotes itself to him, as desiring to be amongst the number of his faith-

(2.)

As,

—

"

Another

in the

*•

-

.

•

Uiev would never have pone. So a sinner must believe that Christ is a
Sense ofniisei'y, and
full and complete Saviour, bejlrehe will itm or Jly to him.
Or, I am sick, I hear of an able
faith in his sufficiency, are the main stimulus.
my application
physician, 1 believe him to be so, upon which I apply to him
to him, and my <5^i'i<f/'of' his character, are as distinct as any two things can be:
my trusting my life ni his hands, is an effect of my believing him to be an able
physician. This distinction is obvious in the sacred writing's, as well as in the
nature of things. He that comcth to God, must believe that he is. Here is a manifest distinction between coming- and believing.
1 apprehend that tlie same distinction should be observed, between believii-'g
in Christ, a.nd. receiving him.
If so, it will follow, that " to receive Christ in
all his offices, as a prophet, a priest, and a king," is not properly /a/;A, but an
e^ec^ofit, and inseparably connected with it. It is certain that a man must
believe that Jesus is the Christ, and that he sustains these offices, before he can
or will receive him in this light. Christ came unto his o-mn (meaning the Jews)
but his own received him not.
This refusing to receive him was not unbelief, but
an effect of it. Hence shotdd you be asked, why they did not receive him The
answer is ready, because they did not believe him to be the Christ. Nothing is
more plain than that unbelief was the grand cause why they rejected him. On
tlie other hand, nothing is more evident, than that receiving Christ, is an effect
oi' believing in him.
And should j-ou ask the man who defines faith, '• a receiveing Christ in all his offices," why he thus receives him.' he himself will be obliged to observe this distinction for the only just answer he can give you is, " fecause I believe he sustains them."
Thus we see that faith is entirely distinct from the righteousness which justifies
at the same time it is indispensably necessary, answering great and good
purposes. Under its influence the sinner J/ies to Jesus, the hope set before him,
and ti'usts his immortal interest in his hands, being perfectly satisfied with hi.s
adorable character. Faith is also the medium of peace and consolation. You
may with equal propriety attempt t© separate light aiKl heat from the sim, as
peace of conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost, from the faith of God's efect.
The degiee of Christian consolation may be greater or less, according to the
strcngth and influence of faith. At one time the believer may have an inward
peace and tranquility, which is exceedingly agreeable. At another time he may
At anobe favoured with what St. I'aul culls Jo^ unnpeakuble and full of glory
ther, guilt may rob him of his comfort, and separate between him and his God.
Sucli are his exercises in the present state of things. But he is far from making
a righteousness of his frames, feeliiigs, or experiences. The distinction between
these he well undersUmds. '\'\\ti nghtenusneis hy which he expects to be justified, is the work of Christ alone
X\\t faith by which he is enabled to receive it,
is of the operation of God; the consolations that he enjoys are from this glorious
His deClirist, in believing, or through faith
all as different as A, B, and C.
pendence for acceptance with God is neither on his faith nor experiences, but
on Clirist aloiie. At tlie same time he cannot conceive it possible, for a poor,
wretched, undone siinier to be e«iabled to believe in Christ for ctenial life, and
nt rejoice. A view of tlie g'lories of his person, and the fulness and fieeness of
l.is grace, cannot fall of introducing strong consolation.
ti'l'ing's,

:

.''

;

;

.

;

:
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God sanctifies or separates therr?
ful Servants and followers.
to himself as the objects of his discriminating grace and love
and they

consequence hereof, to give up them-*
things are supposed in this act of self-de-

desire, as the

selves to him.

Two

dication.

A

firm persuasion and acknowledgment of his right to
not only as the possessor of all things, which he has an undoubted right to as God, as the potter has a right to his clay,
the Creator to the work of his hands ; but that he has a right
to us by purchase, as Mediator, in which respect faith, and in
particular, that which we call saving, of which we are now
speaking, has more Especially an eye to him ; Te are not your
own, says the apostle, ybr ye are bought with a price, 1 Cot. vi.
20. and therefore this act of faith is an ascribing to him that
glory which he lays claim to by right of redemption and as
God has constituted him heir of all things, more especially of
those who are called his peculiar treasure so the believer gives
up himself to him. Before this, the matter in dispute was, who
is Lord over us ? Whether we ought to be at our own disposal or his ? Whether it be expedient to sen'e divers lusts and
J>leasures, or be subject to him as our supreme Lord and Lawgiver ? But the soul is thoroughly convinced, by the internal
efficacious work of the Spirit, that our great Mediator is made
of God, both Lord and Christ ; and that no one has a right to
stand in competition with him ; and that we owe not only what
we can do, but even ourselves unto him ; and as the result
hereof, devotes itself to him by faith.
2d, This also supposes that we are sensible of the many
blessings that he has in store for his people ; and therefore we
give up ourselves to him in hope of his doing all that for us,
and working all that grace in us which is necessary to our salvation ; but more of this will be insisted on, when we consider
him as the object of trust. All that I shall add at present, under this head, is, that having this view of the person of Christy
as one who demands obedience, love and gratitude from us^
we give up ourselves entirely, and without reserve, to him :
thus the apostle says, They Jirst gave their oxvn selves to the
Lord, 2 Cor. viii. 5. and exhorts the church to yield themselves
unto God^ as those that zvere alive from the dead, Rom. vi. 13.
and, to present their bodies, that is, themselves, and not barely
the lower or meaner part of themselves, a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is their reasonable service, chap,
xii. 1. and as the result hereof, we say by faith. Lord, truly I
am thy servant, and desire to be so for ever ; work in me what
thou reqai rest, and then command what thou pleasest: I am
^uvively vtt thy disposal, do with me as seemeth good iu thy
1st,

us

;

:

:

;
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Sight ; only let all the dispensations of thy providence be instances of thy love, and made subservient to my salvation.
This is represented as our solemn act and deed ; whereby,
with the most mature deliberation, we make a surrender of
ourselves to him the prophet speaks of it as though it were
done by an instrument or deed of conveyance ; and our consent to be his, is represented by a giving up our nam^s to him j
One shall sai/, lam the Lord^s., and another shall call himself by
the name of Jacob ; and another shall subscribe with his hand
unto the Lord^ and sir name himself by the na^ne of Israel^ Isa.
xliv. 5. This is done with the highest veneration, as an act of
religious worship, and with the greatest humility, as being sensible that we give him nothing more than his own ; that he is
not profited hereby, but the advantage redounds entirely to us.
:

We

do It with judgment; as faith always supposes a conviction of the judgment, it considers those relations which Christ
stands in to his people, and endeavours to behave itself in con*
formity thereunto we are desirous hereby to give up ourselves
to him as a Prophet, to be led and guided by him in the way
of salvation; as a Priest, to give us a right to eternal* life, as
the purchase of his blood ; as an Advocate to plead our cause
and as a King to give laws to us, and defend us from the insults of our spiritual enemies, and advance us to those honours
which he has laid up for his faithful subjects.
give up ourselves to him to worship him in all his oi-dinances, in hope of
his presence and blessing to attend them, in order to our spiritual and eternal advantage ; and we do all this without the
least reserve or desire to have any will separate from, or con-!
trary to his.
(3.) Another act of faith consists in a fixed, unshaken trust
and reliance upon him. This, as was before observed, is a very
common and known acceptation of the wcxrd faiths As we depend on his promise, as a God that cannot lie, and. give up ourselves to him, as one that has a right to us ; so we trust him, as
one whom we can safely confide in, and lay the whole stress of
our salvation upon. This act of faith is more frequently insisted
on in scripture than any other, it being a main ingredient in all
other graces that accompany salvation ; and there is nothing by
which God is more glorified it is not one single perfection of
the divine nature tliat is the object thereof; but every thing
which he has made known concerning himself, as conducive to
our blessedness ; we trust him with all we have, and for all that
we want or hope for. This implies in it a sense of our own insufficiency and nothingness, and of his all-sufficient fulness. The
former of these is what is sometimes styled a soul emptying
act of faith ; it is that whereby we see ourselves to be nothing,
cot only as we eanoot be profitable to God, or lay him under any
:

We

:
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obligations to us, as those who pretend to merit any good at his
hand, but as unable to perform any good action without his assistance ; in this respect it says, suyely, in the Lord have I righ-

teousness and strength, Isa. xlv. 24. and there is nothing tends
to humble and abase the soul before him than this.
And hereby we are led to another act, which more immediately contains the formal nature of faith ; in which it depends
on the all-sufficiency of God, and his faithfulness to supply our
wants, and bestow the blessings which he has promised
God
the Father is the object of this trust or dependence, as the divine All-sufficiency is glorified, grace imparted, and the promises thereof fulfilled by him, through a Mediator ; and Christ
is the object thereof, as the soul apprehends him to be full of

more

:

grace and truth; sees the

infinite value of his merit, and his
the promises of the covenant of grace,
and thereby to render him completely blessed. When we trust
Christ with all we have, or hope for, this supposes that there
is something valuable M'hich we either enjoy or expect ; and
that we are in danger of losing it, unless it be maintained by
him, who has undertaken to icep his people by his power
through faith unto salvation^ 1 Pet. i. 5. and to perfect what
concerns them.
have souls more valuable than the whole
world, and we commit the keeping- of our souls to him in welldoing as unto a faithful Creator^ chap. iv. 19. and merciful Redeemer ; being assured that 7i07ie shall be able to phick them out
of his hajid, John x, 28-, and v.'^e also commit all the graces which
us to him, to maintain and carry on to perhe has wrought
fection. And since we are assured, that all the promises are in
his hand, and that he has engaged to make them good to us, we
are encouraged to trust him for all that we expect, namely, that

ability to

make good

all

We

m

he will conduct us safely and comfortably through this world,
and at last receive us to glory ; and in so doing, we have the
highest satisfaction

whom

;

or, as the apostle expresses

rvs have believed, or tiusted,

it,

We know

and are persuaded

that he

keep xvhat we have committed unto him against that
day, 2 Tim. i. 12. or the day of his second coming, when grace

is able to

be consummate in glor)'.
These acts of faith are generally styled, by divines, direct;
in which we have more immediately to do with Christ, as our
great Mediator, or God the Father in him and being, properly speaking, acts of religious worship, the object thereof must
be a divine person. But there is another sense of the word
shall

;

; which, as it does not contain in it any act of trust or dependence, as the former does, so it has not God for its immediate object, as that has ; and this is what we call the reflex act
of faith, or the soul's being persuaded that it believes ; that
tjiose ?tcts of faith which have God or Christ fox their object,

faith
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are true and genuine. This ever}' one cannot conclude at all
times, who is really enabled to put forth those direct acts oi
faith, that we have been speaking of; and it is the result of
self-examination, accompanied with the testimony of the Holy

own work.
Some indeed have questioned

Spirit to his

the propriety of the expresan act of faith ; as supposing that nothing can be so called, but what hath a divine person for its
object
but we have before considered that faith, in a sense
different from that in which we have now explained it, may be
conversant about divine things ; therefore, as we may be said,
by a direct act of faith, to trust in Christ ; we may be persuaded, by this reflex act, that Ave do so and this is more immediately necessary to assurance, together with that joy and peace
which we are said to have in believing. But this we shall have
occasion to insist on under a following answer.*
are now to consider this grace of faith as that which
IV.
accompanies salvation, upon which account it is called a saving
sion,

when

this is styled

:

:

We

grace ; and

also, that it is

wrought

in the heart

by the power

of the Spirit, and by the instrumentality of the word. We do
not suppose that every act of faith denominates a person to be
in a state of salvation ; for there is a bare assent to the truth of
divine revelation, that may, in a proper sense, be sty\td faith ;
and there may be an external dedication to God, a professed
subjection to him, which falls short of that faith which has been
before described, as it does not proceed from a renewed nature,
or a principle of spiritual life implanted in the soul. There may
be a willingness and a desire to be saved, when the heart is not
purified by faith ; a hearing the word with gladness, rejoicing
in the light that is imparted thereby, for a season, and doing
many things pursuant thereunto, in some, who shall not be saved but faith is often-times described as referring to and ending in salvation ; thus we are said to believe to the saviyig of the
sout^ Heb. X. 39. and, to receive the end of our faith^ even the
salvation of our souls^ 1 Pet. i. 9. This consists, more especially, in those acts of faith, that contain in them an entire subjection of all the powers and faculties of the soul to Christ,
arising from the views which it has of his glory, and its experience of his almighty power, which is not only the way to,
but die fast fruits of everlasting salvation. This is such a receiving and resting on Christ for salvation, as has been before
:

described.

And this grace is farther said to be wrought in the heart of
a sinner, by the Spirit.
have before considered effectual
calling, as a work of divine power, and proved, that the Spirit
is the author of it;t and tiiut they, who are effectually called,

We

•

SefQuerr.lxxx.

t See pa^e

3% ante.
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are enabled to accept of, and embrace the grace offered in <l)e
gospel; from whence it is evident, that faith is the fruit and
consequence of our effectual calling ; and therefore it must be
a work of the almighty power and grace of the Holy Spirit.
And, this it farther appears to be, from that account which we
have thereof in several scriptures thus the apostle Peter, describing those he writes to, as having obtained like precious faith ^
through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
and also as having all things that pertain unto godliness^ in
which faith is certainly included, he ascribes this to the divine
power ^ 2 Pet. i. 1. compared with the 3rd verse. And elsewhere we read of the exceeding greatness of the power of God
exerted in them that believe^ Eph. i. 19. And when the work
of faith is carried on, or fulfilled in the souls of those in whom
it was begun, it is considered as an effect of the same power,
2 Thess. i. 11. And, as all that grace, which is the effect of divine power, is ascribed to the Holy (ihost, when he is said
hereby, as acting in subserviency to the Father and Son, to demonstrate his Personal glory : so the work of faith, in this respect, is represented as his work ; upon which account he is
called the Spirit offaith, 2 Cor. iv. 13.
But that which we shall more particularly consider is, that
this grace of faith is wrought by the instrumentality of the
have before observed, that the principle of grace,
V'ord.
implanted in regeneration, is the immediate effect of the divine
power, without the instrumentality of the v/ord but when the
Spirit works faith, and all other graces, which proceed from
that principle, then he makes use of the word : thus the apostle says. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God, Rom. X. 17. As it is necessary, in order to our seeing any
object, that the eye be rightly disposed and fitted for sight, and
the object presented to it so there are two things necessary to
faith, namely, the soul's being changed, renewed, quickened,
and so prepared to act this grace ; and the objects being presented to it, about which it is to be conversant ; which latter is
done by the word of God so that the soul is first internally
disposed to receive what God is pleased to reveal relating to the
v/ay of salvation by Jesus Christ before it believes ; and this revelation is contained in the gospel, which is adapted to the various acts of faith, as before described.
1. As faith implies a coming to Christ, or receiving him ; the
word of God reveals him to us as giving an invitation to sinners, encouraging them thereunto ; thus our Saviour says, If
any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink, John vii. 37.
:

We
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:

:

And, as a farther inducement to this, it sets forth the advantages that will attend it, to wit, that he will not reject them,
how unvforthv soever they be ; as, he says, Him that cometh to
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no wise cast out,, John vi. 37. And there are many
other privileges which he Avill bestow on them, namely, the
blessings of both worlds, grace here, and glory hereafter, all
which contain the very sum and substance of the gospel.
2. If we consider faith as including in it a giving up ourselves
to Christ, to be intirely his ; the word of God represents him as
having an undoubted right to all who do so, inasmuch as they
are bought with the price of his blood, given to him as his own,
by the Father. And as they devote themselves to him, to be
his servants, it sets before them the privileges which attend his
service, as they are delivered from the dominion of sin, and a
servile fear and dread of his wrath ; lets them know the ease,
pleasure, and delight that there is in bearing his yoke, and the
blessed consequences thereof, in that as they have their fruit
unto holiness^ the end thereof shall be life everlasting^ Kom.
vi. 22.
3. As faith looks to Christ for forgiveness of sin, in which
respect it is called justifying faith ; so the word of God repre»ff, Irviii in

him to us, as having made atonement for sin ; as set forth
to be a propitiation to secure us from the guilt which we were
liable to, and the condemning sentence of the law ; as bearing
the curse, and, as the consequence thereof, giving us a right tc<
all the privileges of his children. It also represents this forsents

and irreversible j and the soul, by faith
freedom from condemnation, and that right and
to eternal life, which is inseparably connected with it.
As faith includes in it a trusting or reiving on Christ, the

giveness as
rejoices in
title

4.

full, free,

its

gospel represents

him

as an all-sufficient Saviour, able to save

come unto God by hhn, Heb. vii. 25.
accomplishment of all the promises, it
as having engaged to make them good,
inasmuch as they are yea and a?nen in him, unto the g'lory of
Cod, 2 Cor. i. 20. And therefore, he runs no risque, or is at
no uncertainty as to this matter ; for Christ's Mediatorial glory
lies at stake. If there be the least failure in the accomplishment of any promise ; or any blessing made over to his people
in the covenant of grace, which shall not be conferred upon
them, he is content to bear the blame for ever but this is altogether impossible, since he that has undertaken to apply the
blessings promised, is faithful and true, as well as the Father
that gave them ; and this aftbrds them stro?t^ consolation, who
are fed for refuge, to lay hold on the hope set before them, in
the gospel, Hel). vi. 18. Thus Christ is set forth ; and agreeably to this discovery made of him, faith takes up its rest in
him, and therein finds safety and peace.
V. We shall now consider faith as strong or weak, increasing or declining, with the vaiioiis marks and signs tiiereof.
to the iittcnnost all that

and

him
considers him

as faith trusts

for the

:

A
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habits of sin are stronger or weaker, the same may be said concerning habits of grace. It is one thing for them to be entirely
lost ; and another thing to be in a decHning state their strength
and vigour may be much abated, and their energ)^- frequently
interrupted ; nevertheless God will maintain the principle of
grace, as we shall endeavour to prove under a following answer.* Grace is not always equally strong and lively ; the prophet supposes it to be a declining, when he says, /Revive thy
ivork^
Lord, in the midst of the years, Heb. iii. 2. and our
Saviour's advice to the church at Sardis, implies as much, when
he exhorts them to strengthen the things "which remaifiy thai
are ready to die, Rev. iii. 2. and when he bids the church at
Ephesus to remember from whence they were fallen, and repent
and do their first wo?-ks, chap. ii. 5. Some are said, as Abraham, to be strong in faith^ giving glory to God, Rom. iv. 20.
and others are reproved, as our Saviour does his disciples, at
some times, when he says, ye of little faith, Matt. vi. 30. As
our natural constitution is not always equally healthy and vigorous, nor our condition in the world equally prosperous, the
same may be said concerning the habits of grace ; sometimes
they are strong, and then, as the apostle says concerning his
beloved Gaius, 3 John ver. 2. the soul prospereth, and \fz go
from strength to strength, Psal. Ixxxiv. 7. from one degree of
grace to another; but, at other times, we are ready to faint in
the day of adversity, and our strength is small, Pro v. xxiv. 10.
U'his cannot but be observed by all who are not strangers to
themselves, or who take notice of the various frame of spirit,
which are visible in those whom they converse with.
But if it be enquired ; by what marks or evidences we may
discern the strength or weakness of faith ? though this will
more evidently appear from what will be said under a following answer,! when we are led to speak concerning the reason
of the imperfection of sanctification in believers ; yet we shall
not wholly pass it over in this place; and therefore, it may be
observed, that the strength or weakness of faith, is to be judged of by that degree of esteem and- value which the soul has
for Christ, and the steadiness, or abatement of its dependence
on him. The greater diffidence or distrust we have of self, and
the more we see of our own emptiness and nothingness, the
stronger is our faith ; on the other hand, self-confidence, or
relying on our own strength is a certain sign of the weakness
:

thereof.
faith is that which carries the soul through
duties; as the apostle says, I can do all things throughChrist which strengtheneth me, Phil. iv. 13. Whereas weak
faith is ready to sink under the discouragements that it meets

Again, strong

difficult

* See Quest. Isxix.

f See

Qjtest. Ixxviii.

;
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ivkh ; the former is sledfast^ immoveable^ always abounding in
the jvork of the Lordy 1 Cor. v. J8. the latter is like a reed shaken with the wind. Strong faith, as it is said of Job, Job i. 21.

God

he strips him of all earthly enjoyments, and
is counted worthy to suffer sharae for his
name^ Acts v. 41. and this carries him above those fears which
have a tendency to deject and dishearten him : He shall not be
afraid of evil tidings^ his heart is Jixedy trusting in the Lord^
Psal. cxii. 7. Whereas, weak faith is borne down, with discouragements ; he finds it hard to hold on in the performance
of his duty, and sees momitains of difficulties in his way
whereby the soul is ready to conclude, that he shall not be able
to get safely to his journey's end. He does not rightly improve
the consideration of the almighty power of God, and his faithfulness to his promise, in which he has engaged, that the righteous shall held on his way ; and he that hath clean hands shall
wax stronger and stronger. Job xvii. 9. And when we sustain
losses and disappointments in the world, or things go contrary
to our expectation, then we are ready to say with the Psalmist,
Hath Godforgotten to be gracious ? hath he, in anger, shut up
his tender mercies P Psal. Ixxvii. 9. and sometimes conclude,
that we have no interest in the love of God, because the dispensations of his providence are afflictive, and fill us with great
uneasiness. In this case fear looks upon every adverse providence, as it were, through a magnifying glass, and apprehends
this to be but the beginning of sorrows ; for it cannot say with
the prophet, I will trust and not be afraid, chap. xii. 2. for in.

blesses

\vh<jn

rejoices that the soul

Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength, chap, xxvii. 4.
Moreover, the strength or weakness of faith may farther be
discerned by our enjoying, or being destitute of communion
with God ; our conversing with him in ordinances, or being
deprived of this privilege. We may conclude our faith to be
the

when we can say as the apostle does. Our conversation
heaven, or we live above
but when, on the other hand,
have too great an anxiety or solicitude about earthly things,
and an immoderate love to this present world, this argues the
strong,
is in

:

we

weakness thereof. The difference between these two may also
be discerned, by the frame of our spirit in prayer. When faith
is strong, the soul has a great degree of boldness or liberty of
access to the throne of grace ; a greater measure of importunity and fervency, accompanied with an expectation of the blcss•ings prayed for, by a secret and powerful intimation from the
Spirit, as a Spirit of grace and supplication ; from whence it
infers, that he that excites this grace will encourage it, as he
eays not to the seed of Jacob, seek ye tne in vain, chap. xlv. 19.
We might also add, in the last place, that strong faith may
likewise be discerned, when it is accompanied with an asstt-
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ranee of an interest in Christ's righteousnessy and our right and
title to eternal life founded thereon, or that God will guide us
by his counsel, and afterwards receive us to glory, and a persuasion wrought in the soul by the Spirit, that nothing shall sewhereas weak faith is attended with
parate us from his love
many doubts concerning our interest in Christ j sometimes
fearing that our former hope was no other than a delusion, our
present experiences not real, the ground we stand on sinks under us ; and we are ready to conclude, that we shall one day
iall by the hands of our spiritual enemies. When I speak of
these doubts and fears, as an instance of weak faith, I do not
say that they are ingredients in faith ; for they are rather to be
considered as a burden and incumbrance that attends it, so that
though there be some good thing in us towards the Lord our
God, or a small degree of faith, like a grain of mustard seed,
these doubts proceed from the weakness thereof, as opposed to
that which is strong, and w ould denote the soul to be in a happy and flourishing condition ; which leads us,
VI. To speak concerning the use of faith in the whole conduct of our lives ; as every thing that we do in an acceptable
manner, is said to be done by it. It is one thing occasionally
to put forth some acts of faith, and another thing to live by
faith ; which, as it is the most noble and excellent life, so nothing short of it can, properly speaking, be called a good life,
how much soever many are styled good livers, who are wholly
strangers to this grace. The apostle Paul speaks of this way
of living, and considers it as exemplified in himself, when he
says. The life which I now live in the Jlesh^ 1 live by the faith
of the Son of God^ Gal. ii. 20. He speaks of it as his constant
work, or that which ran through the whole business of life.
Whether we are engaged in civil or religious duties, they arc
all to be performed by faith. Here we shall consider the life
:

of

faith

As it discovers itself in all the common actions of life ;
in these we act as men : but that faith, which is the principal
ingredient in them, and their chief ornament, denotes us to
walk as Christians ; and this we are said to do,
(1.) When we receive every outward mercy, as the purchase of the blood of Christ, as well as the gift of his grace %
and consider it as a blessing bestowed by a covenant-God,
who, together widi outward things, is pleased to give himself
to VIS ; which infinitely enhances the value of the blessing, and
induces us to receive it with a proportionable degree of thank1.

fulness.

When we

set loose from all the enjoyments of this world,
up our rest in them, as though they were our portion or chief good; and therefore, the esteem and value wz

(2.)
•not taking
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have for them Is very much below that which we have for
things divine and heavenly. When we use them to the glory
of God ; and account the best outward enjoyments nothing, if

compared with Christ;

as the apostle says,

/

count

all thing's

the excellenctj of the knoivledge of Christy and do
count them but dungy that I may xv'in Christy Phil. iii. 8. This
i>ut loss for

act of faith will quiet our spirits under afflictions, and induce
us to submit to the disposing providence of God ; when our
best outward enjoyments are removed, or we called to suffer

things for Christ's sake, or by his sovereign will.
all the success which we hope for in our secular
employments, is considered as an instance of that care which
Christ takes of his people, in which he over-rules and orders
all things for his own glory, and their welfare ; and therefore,

the loss of
(3.)

all

When

we are persuaded that he Vt'ill cause whatever we take in hand,
to prosper, provided he sees that it is best for us ; and if not,
"we are disposed to acquiesce in his will. This is such an instance of faith as will put us upon doing every thing in the
name and to the glory of Christ, and fortify us against any
disappointment that may attend our expectation, in every employment wherein we are engaged.
(4.) When outward blessings, instead of proving a snare and
temptation, to draw off our hearts from Christ, are a means to
bring us nearer to him, so that if our circumstances are easy
und comfortable in the world, and we have more frequent opportunities offered to us, to engage in religious duties than
others, we are accordingly inclined to embrace them ; and
Avhen every thing we enjoy, as an instance of distinguishing
favour from God, above what many in the world do, excites
in us a due sense of gratitude, and an earnest desire and endeavour to use the vrovld to his glory.
(5.) When adverse providences, which sometimes have a
tendency to drive the soul from Christ, and occasion repining
thoughts, as though the divine distributions were not equal,
are made of use to bring us nearer to him, so that whatever
we lose in the creature, we look for, and endeavour to find in
him. And when, with a submissive spirit, we can say, that he
does all things well for us, as we hope and trust that he will
make even those things that run counter to our secular interests,
subservient to our eternal welfare ; and as the result hereof, endeavour to keep up a becoming franie of spirit, in such a condition of life, as has in itself a tendency to cast down the soul
and fill it with great disquietude,
(G.) When we devote and consecrate all we have in the
world to God, considering, that as we are not our own but
his ; so all we have is his and v/licn hereupon we are endowed with a puijlic spirit, desirous to approve ourselves blessings
;

;
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mankind

in general, to the utmost of our po%ver; and wiieii
have done all, not only say with David, Of thine oxvn we
have given thee, 1 Chron. xxix. 14. but as our Saviour taught

to

we

his disciples to say,

We are

unprofitable servants,

(7.) The life of faith discovers itself in the government of
our affections, namely, as they are kept within due bounds,

set

upon right

objects,

and rendered subservient

to

promote

Christ's glory and interest. Hereby are we prevented from
setting our affections immoderately on things of this world,

when

faith

them

forth,

shews us that there are far better things to draw
which deserve our highest love it also prevents
our being worldly and carnal, as though we were swallowed
up with the things of sense, and had nothing else to mind, and
religion were only to be occasionali) engaged in ; or, as though
an holy, humble, self-denying frame of spirit w^ere inconsistent
with worldly business. Faith suggests the contrary ; puts us
upon making religion our great business, and engaging in secular affairs, rather as a necessary avocation from it, than that
which is the chief end of living. It also puts us upon glorifying Christ in our secular concerns, as we manage them in such
a way as he ordains ; and hereby the soul is kept in a spiritual
frame, while abiding with God in the calling whereunto he is
called. This we attribute more especially to the grace of faith,
not only as it is connected with, and (as will be observed un:

der our next head) excites other graces ; but as it has its eye
constantly fixed on Christ as its object, and by this steers its
course, and takes an estimate of the valuableness and importance of all the affairs of this life, by their subserviency to our
salvation,
2.

and the advancement of

Faith discovers

itself in the

his glory therein.

performance of

all

religious

other graces therein. Thus we
read of the prayer of faith, whereby a soul hath access to God
as a father, in the name of Christ ; firmly relies on the promises which are established in him, and has a liberty to plead with
him, and hope of acceptance in his sight. Moreover, when we
wait on God to hear what he has to impart to us in his word,
faith having txperienced some degree of communion with him
already, and had some displays of his love, puts the soul upon
desiring more, as the Psalmist s:\\s, Mij soul thirsteth for thee
uny flesh longeth for thee, to see thij poiver and thij glory, so as
I have seen thee in the sanctuary, Psal. Ixiii. 1, 2. And whatever other ordinances of divine appointment, we are engaged
2U, we are hereby encouraged to hope for his presence, and
draw nigh unto him herein, with a reverential fear and delight,
in him
and it puts us upon the exercise of those graces which
are necessary for the right performance of gospel worship in
duties,

and the exercise of

:

gener?J*

all

141

OF JUSTIFYING FAITH.

These are not only joined with it, but may be said to be
excited thereby ; so that faith is, as it were, the principal of
Thus when the heart is drawn forth in love
ail other graces.
to Chri'it, it may be said, that fnith worktth bij love^ Gal. v.
6. and when this love is accompanied withjoi/ unspeakable and
full cf glorij ; this we have in a v/ay of believing, and that
which tends to excite the grace of love, is the view that faith
takes of Christ's mediatorial glory and excellencies, and the
pbiigations v.'e are under to love him, from his grace of love
to us ; and this is a strong motive, inducing us to express our
love to him, by universal obedience, which is called, the obc~

Rom. xvi. 26.
exercise the grace of repentance, and thereby hate
and turn from all sin, and are, in a peculiar manner, sensible,
as we ought to be, of the sin of unbelief j it is faith that gives
us this sense thereof, as it is best able to see its own defects.
When we confess sin, or humble ourselves before God for if,
faith viev/s it not only as a violation of the divine law, but as
an instance of the highest ingratitude ; and when we desire, in
the exercise of repentance, to forsake sin, faith makes us send'lence offoith^

When we

our own weakness, and puts us upon a firm and steddependence on Christ, to enable us thereunto ; and when,
in the exercise of this grace, our consciences are burdened
with a sense of guilt and unbelief is ready to suggest, that our
sins are so heniously aggravated, that there is no room to hope
for pardoning mercy, faith relieves us against these despairing
thoughts, and encourages us to wait for the mercy of God, who
•will abundcmtlij pardon^ Isa. Iv. 7". and with whom there is

sible of

fast

forgiveness^ that he may be feared^ Psal. cxxx. 4.
And when we use endeavours to mortify sin, this is to be
done by a fiducial view of Christ crucified; and when we encourage ourselves to hope that the indictment brought against
us for it, was nailed to the cross of Christ; and that there is

no condemnation

to iis^ as

Our

being in him,

Rom.

viii. 1.

and

that,

crucified with him^ tkftt the
body of sin mig-ht be destroyed: that henceforth we should no
as the apostle says.

old 7nan

is

longer serve sin^ chap. vi. 6. all this is to be done by faith.
might also observe, that the grace of patience is connected with, and we excited, thereunto by faith. The apostle, Heb. vi. 12. joins both these together, as supposing that
faith affords a motive to patience; and elsewhere we read, not
onlv of what faith enables us to do, but bear, in the account
which we have, of the great things which the Old Testament
saints did, and suffered by this grace : and therefore, whatever graces are exercised under the afflictions of this present
life; faith excites in us a resignation to the will of God, and
consider them a:> the chastisements of a merciful Father, and

We
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as bringing forth the peaceful fruit of righteousness vnto them
that are exercised thereby^ chap. xii. 11. and we are encouraged to bear them with such a composed frame of spirit that they
seem light, and not worthy to be compared with the glory that
shall be revealed.
Thie^^, faith has constantly in view, setting
one against the other ; whereby that which would otherwise be
an hindrance to us in our way, is improved, by us, to our
spiritual advantage ; and we enal>led, not only to go on safely,
but comfortably, till we arrive at the full fruition of what we
now behold at a distance, and rejoice in the fiducial expectation thereof: which leads us to the last thing proposed to be
considered, concerning faith, namely,
VII. How it is to be attained or increased, and what arc
the means conducive thereunto. Though faith, in common
with all other graces, be wrought in us by the power of God,
yet we are far f)-om asserting, that there is no duty incumbent
on us, in the performing whereof, we are to hope and wait
for the divine blessing, upon which all the success thereof depends. To deny this would gi\'e just occasion to charge the
doctrine of eflicacious grace, as though it led to security, or
licentiousness; which many do without ground. Though grace
and duty are very distinct, yet they are not inconsistent with
each other ; the former is God's work, the latter our act.
As lor those duties which are required of us, considered as
expecting the divine grace and blessing to attend them ; these
are, a diligent waiting on God in all his ordinances; looking
into the state of our souls, by impartial self-examination ; calling to mind our past miscarriages, and what matter of humiliation we have for them in the sight of God, as also, our
natural aversion and inability to do what is good ; our need of
Christ's righteousness, to take away the guilt we have contracted, and of his strength, to subdue our corruptions, and
enable us to plead earnestly with him for these privileges.
As for the unregenerate, they must pray and wait on him,
for the first grace, and say, with P'.phraim, Turn thou me^ and
I shall be turned^ Jer. xxxi. 18. They must be earnest with
him, that he would bestow upon them the grace of faith ; which
is styled, his gift ; that he would remove every thing that is,
at present, an obstacle, or hindrance to this grace, all the prejudices which corrupt nature has entertained against Christ,
and the way of salvation by him ; and that he would shine into their souls, to give them the knowledge of his glory in the
face of Christ; reveal his arm, and incline them, by the internal working of his power, to receive the grace which is held
forth in the gospel.
These are duties incumbent on persons
who are not called effectually, being destitute of regenerating
grace.
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But, on the other hand, they who have ground to condude
that they have experienced this grace, though, at preseiit, ihcty
apprehend that their faith is weak, and on the decline ; they

must be found waiting on God, in his own way and be iraponunate with him in prayer for the revival of his work, that
so they may recover their former experiences ; they must bless
him for the privileges they once enjoyed, and be bumbled for
their past backslidings, whereby they have provoktd him to
v/iihdraw from them, and say with the church, / xvill go and
return to mij first husband; for then was it better with me than
;

says elsewhere. Take awcy all iniso will we render the calves
cf our lipSy chap. xiv. 2. They must lament the dishonour
that they have brought to God ; and consider how, by diis
means, they have grieved the Holy Spirit, wounded ttieir own
consciences, and made v/ork for a bitter repentance and humiThey must be sensible, that it is the same
liation before God.
hand which wrought grace in them at first, that must now recover them from their fallen state, and, by exciting the principle of grace implanted, bring them into a lively frame ; and
when he has done this, they must still depend upon him to
maintain this frame of spirit, as considering that as the beginning so the progress of grace, is owing to him who is the author and finisher of faith; who worketh in us that which is
pleasing in his sight, and carries on his own work unto per-

noiUy

quttij^

Hos.

li.

7.

and, as

it

and receive us graciously ;

fection.

Quest.

LXXIV. What

Answ. Adoption

is

is

adoption f

an act of the free grace of God, in and for

Son Jesus Christ; whereby

all those that are justiare received into the number of his children, have his
name put upon them, the Spirit of his Son given to them,
are under his fatherly care and dispensations, admitted to

his only
fied,

and privileges of the sons of God, made heirs
the promises, and fellow-heirs with Christ in glory.

all

the liberties

of

all

answer we shall consider,
senses in which persons are the sons of
God; and particularly, how they are so called bv adoption.
II. The difference between adoption as need by men, and as
it is apj^lied in this ans^^er to God's taking perscno into this relation, as his children; from whence it will appear to be an act
of his ivt^t grace.
III.
shaM consider the reference the sonship of belkn'e:-^
has to tho superior and more glorious Sonship of Jesus C,\:.'.J..-,
and how it is said to be for his sake.

IN speaking
The various

to this

I.

We
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IV. The privileges conferred on, or reserved for them, who
are the sons oi God by adoption.
shall consider the various senses in which persons are
I.
called the sons of God.
1. Some are called the sons of God, as they are invested
with many honours or prerogatives from God, as a branch of
his image
thus magistrates are called the children of the Most

We

:

High^

Psal. Ixxxii. 6.

Others are called God's children, by an external federal
members of the visible church ; in which sense we
are to understand that scripture ; wherein it is said. The sons
of God saw the daughters of men^ &c. Gen. vi. 2. And when
Moses went into Pharaoh, to demand liberty for the Israelites,
he was ordered to say, Israel is my soriy even my first-born^
Exod. iv. 22. This privilege, though it be high and honourable, by which the church is distinguished from the world ; yet
it is not inseparably connected with salvation ; for God says,
concerning Israel, when revolting, and backsliding from him,
I have nourished a7id brought up children; and they have rehelled agaiiist »?£", Isa. i. 2. and many of those who are called
the children of the kingdom shall be cast into utter darkness,
where shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth^ Matt. viii. 12.
3. The word is sometimes taken in a more large sense, as
applicable to all mankind thus the prophet says. Have we not
2.

relation, as

:

one father^ hath not God created us ? Mai. ii. 10.
And the
apostle Paul, when disputing with the Athenians, speaks in
.their own language, and quotes a saying taken from one of
their poets, which he applies to the great God, as giving to all
life and breathy and all things ; upon which account men are
called his off-springs Acts xvii. 25. compared with 28.
4. They are called the sons of God, who are endowed with
his supernatural image, and admitted to the highest honours
and privileges conferred upon creatures thus the angels are
called the sons ofGod^ Job xxxviii. 7.
5. Our Lord Jesus Christ is called the Son of God, in a
sense not applicable to any other ; as his Sonship includes in it
his deity, and his having, in his human nature, received a commission from -che Father, to engage in the great work of our
redemption, as becoming surety for us ; which is the foundation of all those saving blessings which we enjoy or hope for.
6. Believers are called the sons of God, by a special adoption ; which is farther to be considered, as being the subjectmatter of this answer. Adoption is a word taken from the
civil law ; and it was much in use among the Romans, in the
apostles time, in which it was a custom for persons, who had
110 children of their own, and were possessed of an estate, to
prevent its being divided or descending to strangers, to make
all

:

qi adoption;

.\4S

of suoii who were agreeable to them, and beloved by
they took into this political relation of children |
obliging them to take their name upon them, and to pay respect
to them, as though they were their natural parents ; and en^
gaging to deal with them as thougli they had been so; and accordingly to give them a right to their estates, as an inherirrnoiee

whom

theni,

founded in a mutual consent, is a
and the privilege arising from thence is, that
he who is, in this sense, a father, takes care of, and provides
for the person whom he adojjts, as though he were his son by
nature ; and therefore Civilians calls it an act of legitimation,
imitating nature, or supplying the place of it and this leads us

tance.

This new

bond of

affection;

relation,

:

to consider,
II.

as

The

it is

difference

applied in

between adoption, as used by men, and
answer, to God's taking persons into

this

this relation, as his children.

When men

adopt, or take persons into the relation of
it because they are destitute of children of
their own to possess their estates; and therefore they fix their
but God was under no obligation to do this^
love on strangers
for if he designed to manifest his glory to any treatures, the
holy angels were subjects capable of receiving the displays
thereof; and his own Son, who had all the perfections of the
divine nature, was infinitely the object of his delight, and, in
all respects, fitted to be as he is Kt)led, Heir of' ail things^
1.

children, they

do

:

Heh.

i.

e.

When men

adopt, they are generally inclined to do it by
Bceing some excellency or amiableness in the persons whom,
they fix their love upon. Thus Pharaoh's daughter took up
Moses, and nourished him for her own son, because he wa»
ex'ceedingfair^ Acts vii. 20, 21. or, it may be, she was moved
hereunto, by a natural compassion she had for him, besides
the motive of his beauty; as it is said, The babe wept^ and she
had compassion on him^ Exod. ii. 6. And Mordecai adopted
Esther, or took her for his own daughter} for she xuas his wntle^s daughter^ and was fair and beautifui^ and an orphan, having neither father nor mother, Esther ii. 7. But when God takes
any into this relation of children, they have no beauty or comeliness, and might justly have been for ever the objects of his
abhorrance. Thus he says concerning the church of Israel^
when he first took them into this relation to liim. None eye
pitied thee, but thou xvast cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person: and xohen I passed hij thee and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee xuhen thou wast in thy
blood. Live, &c. Ezek. xvi. 5.
It might indeed be said concerning man, when admitted to this favour and privilege, that
he was miserable but mi'=;ery, how much soever i? may r^tn^
2.

,"
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der the soul an object of pity, it could not, prope^l}^ speaking",
be said to be a motive or inaucemcnt from whence the divine
compassion took its first rise, as appears Irom the account we
have of the mercy of God, as founded only on his sovereign
V'ill or pleasure; as he says, I xvill have mercy on xvhont J xvill
have mercy ; and I will have compassion on whom I will have
compassion^ Rom. ix. 15. and also, from the consideration of
man's bemg exposed to misery by sin, which rendered him
rather an object of vindictive justice than mercy. This therefore cannot be the ground of God's giving him a right to an
inheritance ; and consequently adoption is truly said, in this answer, to be an act of the free grace of God.
3. When men adopt, their taking persons into the relation
of children, is not necessarily attended with any change of disposition or temper in the persons adopted.
person may be
admiited to this privilege, and yet remain the same, in that re*
spect, as he was before
but when God takes his people into
the relation of children, he gives them, not only those other
privikges which arise from thence, but also that temper and
disposition that becomes those who are thus related to him.

A

:

This leads us

to consider,
reference which the sonship of believers has to the
superior and more glorious Sonship of Jesus Christ ; and how
it is said to be for his sake. Here we must suppose that there
is a sense in which Christ is said to be the Son of God, as the
result of the divine decree, which contains in it an idea very
distinct from his being a divine person ; for that was not the
result of the will of the Father; whereas it is said concerning
him. I will declare the decree ; the Lord hath said unto me, Thou
art my Son, this day have I begotteti thee, Psal. ii. 7. And elsewhere, he hath, bij inheritance, obtained a more excellent name
than the angels ; and this is the consequence of God's saying
to him, thou art my Son^ this day have I begotten thee: and, /
tvill be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son, Heb. i. 4, 5»
which plainly refers to Christ as Mediator. Now when we consider this mediatorial Sonship of Christ, if I may so express it,
we are far from asserting, that Christ's Sonship, and that of believers, is of the same kind ; for, as much as he exceeds thenx
as Mediator, as to the glory of his person and office, so much
is his Sonship superior to theirs. This being premised, we may
better undrrstand the reference which the sonship of believers
has to Christ's being the Son of God as Mediator; and therefore let it be farther considered,*
1. That it is a prerogative and glory of Christ, as the Son of
God, that he has all things which relate to the salvation of his
elect, put into his hand ; and therefore, whatever the saints enjoy or hope for, which is sometimes called in scripture theSr

III.

The

*

Vide Vol

I.

page 279*

in note.

;
;
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inheritance, agreeably to their character, as the children of
God by adoption ; this is considered as first purchased by
Christ, and then put into his hand ; in which respect it is sty-

led his inheritance, he being constituted, pursuant to his having accomplished the work of redemption, heir of all things
and as such, has not only a right to his people, but is put in
possession of all those spiritual blessings in heavenly places,
wherewith they are blessed in /mn, Eph. i. 3.
2. From hence it follows, that the sonship of believers, and
their right to that inheritance, which God has reserved for
them, depends upon the sonship of Christ, which is infinitely
more glorious and excellent. As God's adopted sons, they have
the honour conferred upon them, of being made king's and
priests to him. Rev. i. 6. These honours are conferred by
Christ; and, in order thereunto, they are first given to him to
bestow upon them thus he says, / appoint unto you a kingdom^ as 7mj Father hath appointed unto 7ne, Luke xxii. 29.
Christ is first appointed heir of all things, as Mediator ; and
then his people, or his children, are considered as heirs ofGody
as the apostle expresses it ; and joint heirs with Christy Rom.
viii. 17. Not that they have any share in his personal or mediatorial glory; but when they are styled joint-heirs with him,
we must consider them as having a right to that inheritance,
which he is possessed of in their name as Mediator and in
this sense we are to understand those scriptures that speak of
Cod's being first the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and
then, to wit, in him our Father; accordingly he says, I ascend
unto my Father^ and your Father^ and to my God^ and your
Gody John XX. 17. And elsewhere, God is styled the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christy and then the Father of mercies^ or,
our merciful Father, 2 Cor. i. 3. And elsewhere the apostle
says, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord fesus Christ
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings^ in heavenly places, in Christ ; having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children, by Jesus Christ, to himself Eph. i. 3. compared with 5.
and inasmuch as he designed to bring ?nany sons to glory, as
being inade meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints
in light ; he first made the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings, Heb. ii. 10. compared with Col. i. 12. In
this respect our right to the inheritance of children, is founded
in the eternal purpose of God, relating hereunto, and the purchase of Christ, as having obtained this inheritance for us.
are now to consider the privileges conferred on, or
IV.
reserved for them who are the sons of God by adoption. These
are summed up in a very comprehensive expression, which
contains an amazing display of divine grace ; as it is said, He
that Qvercomcth, shall inherit all things ; and I xvill be his Godj
:

:

We
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shall he my son, Rtv. xxi. 7. It is a very large grant
God is pleased to make to tiiem they shiiil inherit iill
things. God is not fshamed to be called their God
and in

and ke

that

;

;

having him, they are said to possess all things, v. hich are emiTiendy and transcendently in him ; they have a right to all th?
blessings which he had designed tor, and which have a ten-?
dency to make them completely happy in diis sense we are
to understand our Saviour's words in the parable
Son, ihoH
ert ever xuith tne, and all that J have is thine, Luke xv. 31.
Nothing greater than this can be desired or enjoyed by creatures, whom the Lord delights to honour. But, that we may
be a little more particular in considering the privileges which
God confers on, or has reserved for his children, it may be
:

;

farther observed,
1. That they are all emancipated, or freed from the slavery
which they were before under, either to sin or Satan they who
were once the servants of sin, are hereby made free from sin^
ixnd become the servants of righteousness, or become servants to
;

God, Rom. vi. 17, 18, 22. have their fniit unto holiness, an4
the end everlasting life ; the Son makes them free ; and therefore they are free indeed, John viii. 36. Before this they arc
described as serving divers lusts and pleasures. Tit. iii. 3. and
are said to be of their father the devil, and to do his works, or
follow his suggestions, John viii. 44. ensnared, and taken captive hij him at his tvill, 2 Tim. ii. 26. and, as the consequence
hereof, are in perpetual bondage, arising from a dread oi th6
v/rath of God, and that y^r/r of death impressed on their spirits,
by him, who is said to have the power »f death, Heb. ii. 14this they are delivered from, which cannot but be reckoned a
glorious privilege.
2. They have God*s napie put upon them, and accordingly
sre described as his people called by his name, 2 Chron. vii. 14.
This is an high and honourable character, denoting their relation to him as a peculiar people ; and it is what belongs to
them alone. Thus the church says, JVe are thine ; thou never
bedrest rule over them, Isa^ Ixiii. 19. namely, thine adversaries;
they were not called by thtj name. They have also Christ's name
put on them, ofxvhom the ivhole family in heaven and earth is
named, Eph. iii. 15. which not only signifies that propriety
v/hich he has in them as Mediator, but their relation to him as
the ransomed of the Lord, his sheep, v/hora he leads and feeds
like a shepherd ; and they are also styled his children. Behold
I and the children which God hath given me, Heb. ii. 13. and indeed, when he is called a surety, or an advocate, or said to execute certain offices as a Saviour or Redeemer ; these are all rela-

iive

terms

;

and whatever he does therein, is in their name, and
; as it is said, of him, are ye in Christ jft\

fcr their £;dvantage
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jw, tvho of God is made unto us xvisdom, righteousness^ sanctif-

and

rcdi'mpiio?2^ 1 Cor. i. 31.
arc taken into God's iaaiily, and dealt with as members thereof; and accordingly arc st} led fellow cUizens with
the saints^ and of the household of God, Eph. ii. 19. And as the
consequence hereof, they have protection, provision, and com-

cation^
3.

They

munion with him.
(1.) They have

safe protection; as the master of a family
thinks himsl:lf obliged to secure and defend from danger, all
that are under his roof, whose house is, as it were, their castle ; so Christ is his people's defence, concerning whom it is
said, A man shall be as an hiding place from the ruind^ and a
i:overt from the tempest^ as rivers of -water in a drij place, and as
the shadoxv of a great rock in a iveari; land, Isa. xxxii. 2. and, as
the consequence hereof, it is added, Mij peopl-: shall dwell in a
•peaceable habitation, mid in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting
places, ver. 18. Theij dwell on high ; their place of defence is the
munition of rocks, chap, xxxii. 16. He v/ho has subdued their
enemies, and n\ ill in his own time, bruise them under their feet,
v/ill take care that they shall not meet with that disturbance
from them, which may hinder their repose or rest in him, or
render their state unsafe, so as to endanger their perishing or
falling

from

it.

the plentiful provisions of God's house, and
therefore Christ is called their shepherd, Psal. xxiii. 1. not ovAy
as leading and defending them, but as providing for them; He
shall feed his f.ock like a shepherd, Isa. xl. 11. As all grace is
trcat^ured up in him, and there is a fulness thereof, which he
(2.)

They enjoy

has to impart to the heirs of salvation, that is sufficient to supply all their wants ; so they shall never have a reason to complain that they are straitened in him ; the blessings of his house
are not only exhilirating, but satisfying, and such as have a tendency to make them completely happy,
(3.) They are admitted to the greatest intimacy, and have
yweet communion with Christ ; the secret of the Lord is with
them that fear him, Psal. xxv. 14. he deals with them as with
friends, and in this instance in particular, (as he tells his disciples,) that all that he has heard of the Father, John xv. 15. that
is, whatever he had a commission to impart for their direction
and comfort, he makes known unto them, which must needs be
reckoned a very great privilege. As the qu.;en of Sheba, when
beholding the advantages that they who were in Solomon's presence enjoyed, could not but with an extasy of admiration, say,
Happy are thij men ; happy are thy servants, ri'hich stand continiuillif before thee, that hear thy rvisdom, 1 Kings x. 8. much
more may they be happy who are admitted into his presence,
in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and. knowledge,
i,:oi, ii.

^.
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(4.) Another privilege which they enjo}% is access to Go(J,
as a recoiiciicd F'ather, through Christ; they have a liberty to
come boldly to the throne of g-race^ that they obtain ynercy\ and

Jind grace to help in time of need., Heb. iv. 18. Whatever their
straits and difficulties are, God holds forth his golden sceptre,
invites them to come to him, asks, What is thy petition ? and
gives them ground to hope that it shall be granted, so far as it
may redound to his glory and their good. And, inasmuch as
they are often straitened in their spirits, and unprepared to
draw nigh to him they have the promise of the Spirit to assist
them herein upon which account he is called the Spirit of
adoption^ -whereby they cry Abba Father., Rom. viii. 15. This
privilege is said to be a consequence of their being sons
Bc'
;

;

;

cause ye are

sons.^

God hath

sent forth the Spirit of his Son inFather., Gal. iv. 6. By this means

to your hearts., drying^ Abba
they have becoming conceptions of the Divine Majesty, a reverential fear of, and a love to him, earnest desires of communion with him, and of being made partakers of what he has
to impart. They have a right to plead the promises ; and in
so doing, are encouraged to hope for the blessings contained

therein.
(5.) As God's children are prone to backslide from him,
and so have need of restoring grace, he will recover and humble them, and thereby prevent their total apostacy
this he
sometimes does by afflictions, which the apostle calls fatherly
chastisements, and reckons them not only consistent with, but
evidences of his love Whom the Lord loveth., he chasteneth ;
and if i/e be ivithoiit chastiscme7it, whereof all are partakers^
then are ye bastards., and not sons., Heb. xii. 6, 8, 1 1. The apos:

:

tle does not here speak of afflictions as considered absolutely in
themselves, but as proceeding from the love of God, the design
whereof is to do them good ; and as they are adapted to this
present state, in which they arc training up for the glorious inheritance reserved for them in heaven, and need some trying
dispensations, which may put them in mind of that state of perand they are renfect blessedness which is laid up for them
dered subservient to their present and future advantage, as the
afflictions of this present time bring forth the peaceable fruits
cf righteonsjiess to them ; and when they are, in the end, perK;ctly freed from them, will tend to enhance their joy and
praise ; which leads us to consider another privilege, which is
so great that it crowns all those that they are nov/ possessed
:

of,

namelv,
(6.)

They

shall, at last,

be brought into God's immediate

presence, and satisfied with his likeness. The apostle calls the
perfect blessedness of the saints, when raised from the dead,
and so delivered from the bondage of corruption, and made
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partakers of the glorious liberty of the Sons of God, by way of
cmincncy, the adoption^ to ivitj the redemption of their bodies ;which signifies not only the full manifestation of their adoption, but their takuig possession ot their inheritance, which they
are now waitnig imd hoping for, which is too great for the heart
of man to conceive of in this present state ; for the apostle says,
Noxv are xve the sons of God; and it doth not appear xvhat xve
shall be: but xve knoxv^ that xvhen he shall appear we shall be
like him ; for xve shall see htm as he isy 1 John iii. 2. So that all
the blessings which wc have, either in hand or hope, the blessings of both worlds, which are conferred upon us from our first
conversion to our glorification these are privileges which God
bestows on those who are his adopted children.
From what has been said concerning adoption, we may take
occasion to observe, how, in some respects it agrees with, or
may indeed, be reckoned a branch of justification, and in other
respects it includes in it something that is an ingredient in sanctification.
have before observed, in treating on the former
of these, viz. justification, that when God forgives sin, he confers on his people a right to life, or to all the blessings of the
covenant of grace, in which are contained the promises that belong to the life that now is, and that which is to come. These
are the privileges which God's adopted children are made partakers of; and in this respect some divines suppose, that adop:

We

included in our justification.*
if justification be explained, as has been before observed, as denoting an immanent act in God, whereby the elect
are considered, in the covenant between the Father and the
Son, as in Christ, their federal head ; so they are considered as
the adopted children of God, in Christ, and accordingly as they
are described as chosen in Christ, unto eternal life, they are
said to be predestinated unto the adoption of children^ Eph. i.
6, which is a privilege to be obtained by Jesus Christ in this
respect all the elect are called Christ's seed^ that shall serve
him^ Psal. xxii. 30. whom he had a special regard to, when he
made his soul an offering for sin, and concerning whom he had
this promise made to him in the covenant, that passed between
the Father and him, that he should see them^ and the pleasure of
the Lord^ with respect to their everlasting salvation, should
prosper in his hand, Isa. liii. 10. Now when Christ is considered as the head of the elect, who are in this sense called his
sons, whom he has engaged to bring to glory, faith is the fruit
and consequence of adoption ; accordingly the apostle savs.
Because ye are soJis, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Sen
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6.
But as justification is a declared act, and is said to be by
tion

is

Arid

:

•

Vid. Turreit.

Thud. EUrict. Tom.

2-
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adoption agreeing with it, is of tVte bainc nature 5 and
accordingly we are said to be the children of God by faith., chap*
iii. 26. that is, it is by faith that we have a right to claim this
relation, together with the privileges v;hich are the result therefaith, so

of.

Moreover, as adoption includes in it a person's being made
meet for the inheritance, which God has reserved for him, and
so is endowed with the temper and disposition of his children,
consisting in humility, heavenly-mindedness, love to him, dependence upon him, and a zeal for his giory, a likeness to
Christ; as the same mind is said to be in us, in some measure
as was in him ; in this respect adoption agrees with sanctification, which is v/hat we are next to consider.

Quest.

Answ.

LXXV.

What

is

sanctijicationf

is a work of God's grace, whereby they
hath, before the foundation of the world, chosen to be holy, are in time, through the powerful operation
cf his Spirit, applying the death and resurrection of Christ

Sanctification

whom God

unto them, renewed in their whole man, after the image of
God, having the seeds of repentance unto life, and of all
other saving graces put into their hearts ; and those graces
so stirred up, increased and strengthened, as that they more
and more die unto sin, and rise unto newness of life.

^VTE

shew what we

are to understand hy the word
This is sometimes considered as what has
its object
thus he is said to sanctifif himsef when
he appears in the glorv of bis holin"ss, and gives occasion to
the world to adore that perfection, which he is sometimes represented as doing, when he punishes sin in a visible and ex*
emplary manner. Thus when God threatens to call for a
sword, and plead ag-ahist a rebellious people, Tuith pestilence
and xvith blood, he is said, by this means, to magnify and
sanctfy himself so as to be knowHy to wit, as an holy God, in
the eyes of many nations.
And when he fulfils his promises,
and thereby advances his holiness, as whe?j he brought his people out of captivity, and gathered them out of the countries,
wherein they had been scattered, he is said to be sanctified in
them, Ezek. xxxviii. 21
23.
And he is sanctified by his peo-ple, when they give him the glory that is due to his perfection,
as thus displayed and magnified by him
thus God's people are
said to sanctify the Lord of hosts, when they make him th*; obI.

T T
God for

shall

sanctfy.

:

—

:

ject oiihQirfcarandofthe'rrdrecd^ Isa.

viis.

M-

;
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However, this Is not the sense in which we are here to understand it, but as applied to men ; in which respect it is taken in various senses, namely, for their consecration, or separation unto God; thus our Saviour says, when devoting and
applying himself to the work, for which he came into the world;
for their sakcs I scinctify myself John xvii. 19. But this is not
tlie sense in which it is to be understood in this answer.
Moreover, it is often taken, in scripture, for persons being
devoted to God, to minister in holy things thus Aaron and
his sons were sanctified^ that they might minister vnto him irk
the priest's office^ Exod. xxviii. 41. And it is sometimes taken
for an external fed(5ral dedication to God, to walk before him
as a peculiar people in observance of his holy institutions. Thur.
when Israel consented to be God's people they are styled, holiness unto the Lord, Jer. ii. 3. the holy seed, Ezra ix. 2. andff/?
holy ?iation, 1 Pet. ii. 9.
And the church, under the gospeldispensation, as consecrated, and professing subjection, to.
Christ, or separated to his service, and waiting for his presence,
while engaged in all those ordinances, which he has appointed
in the gospel, is described as called to be saints, Rom. i. 7. and
they are hereby related to him, in an external and visible way.
Neither is this the sense in which the word is taken in this answer; in whicli we are to understand sanctification as a special discriminating grace, whereby persons are not barely externally, but really devoted to Christ by faith
it is the internal beauty of the soul, whereby all the faculties being reneT^fcd, and a powerful, effectual change Vt^ought therein; they
are enabled to turn from sin unto God, and exercise all those
graces, whereby they rvalJi in holiness and i-ightcoiisness before
him^ all the days of their lives, Luke i. 75. till this work, whic^
is gradually carried on here, shall be brought to perfection
:

:

hereafter.
2.

bed

It

may

in this

farther be observed, that sanctification as descrimay be considered as including in it several

answer,

other graces, some of which have been already insisted on,
namely, regeneration, effectual calling, and faith ; and there is
another grace connected with it, which will be particularly insisted on under the next ansvvcr, namely, repentance unto life
all which graces are said to be wrought l)y the powerful operation of the Spirit, in those who were, before the foundation of
Regeneration is styled, by some,
the world, chosen to be holy.
initial sanctification, as all graces take their first rise from the
principle

version,

which
is

is

therein implanted.

that vrhcreby

we

ILiTectual calling, or con-

are brought into the

way

of holi-

and internally disposed to walk therein. Faith is thai^
grace whereby this work is promoted, as all holy actions proceed from it, as deriving strength from Christ, to perform their,.
ness,
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And repentance is that whereby the work of sanctification discovers itself, in the seal's abhorring^ and flying from, every
thing that tends to defile it ; approves itself to God as one,
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity without the greatest detestation. But inasmuch as these graces either have been,
or will be particularly insisted on, in their proper place, we
shall more especially consider sanctification as a progressive
work, whereby it is distinguished from them, by which we
daily consecrate, or devote ourselves to God ; and our actions
|iave all a tendency to advance his glory ; and, by the Spirit, we
are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and to live unto
righteousness j so that it is not barely one single act of grace,
but it contains in it the whole progress of the work of grace, as
gradually carried on till perfected in glory this is what we are
to speak particularly to.
And,
I. It includes in it a continual devotedness to God.
As the
first act of faiith consists in a making a surrender of ourselves
to Christ, depending on his assistance in beginning the work
of obedience in the exercise of all Christian graces ; so sanctification is the continuance thereof.
When we are first converted, we receive Christ Jesus the Lord; and in sanctification we walk in him, and exercise a daily dependence on him
in the execution of all his offices ; make his word our rule, and
delight in it after the inward man.
How difficult soever the
duties are that he commands, we take pleasure in the performance of them, make religion our great business, and in order
thereunto conclude, that every thing we receive from him i^^
to be improved to his glory. And as every duty is to be performed by faith ; so what has been before observed concerning the life of faith, is to be considered as an expedient to promote the work of sanctification.
Ilr In the carrying on of this work we are to endeavour, to
pur utmost, to fence against the prevailing power of sin, by all
those inethods which are prescribed in the gospel, that so it
tnay not have dominion over us ; this is generally styled the
work of mortification. The apostle speaks of our old 7na7i being cruc'ijied xvith Christ, end the hod^ of sin destroi/ed^ that
henceforth we should not serve sin., Rom. vi. 6. and of our crucifying the iiesh with the affections and lusts, and of our vwri'fying the deeds of the body through the Spirit, Gal. v. 24. that
IS, by his assistance and grace, which is necessary in order
:

thereunto,

This

Rom.

viii.

13.

a very difficult v/ork, especially considering the prevalency of corruption, and the multitude of temptations that
we are exposed to ; the subtilty and watchfulness of Satan,
who walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may dei/oi^r; the trearhcry of our own hearts, that are so prone t^.
is
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God; the fickleness and instability of our resolur
the irregularity of our aftcctions, and the constant efforts
made by corrupt nature, to gain the ascendant over them, and
turn them aside from God this it does sometimes by presentdepart from

tions

;

:

ing things in u false view, calling evil good, and good evil;
representing some things as harmless and not displeasing to
Cod, that are most pernicious and offensive, endeavouring to
lead us into mistakes, as to the matter of sin or duty, and to
persuade us, that those things will issue well which are like to
prove bitterness in the end ; and attempting to impose upon us^
as though we were in a right and safe way, when, at the same
time, we are walking contrary to God, and corrupt nature i^
gaining strength thereby. But this will be farther considered^
when we speak concerning the imperfection of sanctification in
believers *.
Now this renders it necessary for us to make use
of those methods which God has prescribed for the mortification of sin ; and in order thereunto,
1.
must endeavour to maintain a constant sense of the
heinous nature of sin, as it is contrary to the holiness of God^
a stain that cannot be washed away, but by the blood of Jesus,
the highest instance of ingratitude for all the benefits which we
have received, a bitter and an only evil, the abominable thing
that God hates ; it is not only to be considered as condemning^
but defiling, that hereby we may maintain a constant abhorrence of it ; and that not only of those sins that expose us to
scorn and reproach in the eye of the world, but every thing
that is in itself sinful, as contrary to the law of God*
2.
must be watchful against the breakings forth of corrupt nature, observe the frame and disposition of our spirits,
and the deceitfulness of sin, which has a tendency to hardea
us, and avoid all occasions of, or incentives to it, hating- even
the garment spotted by the fiesh^ Jude, ver. 23. ahstaimng from,
And to this we may
all appearance of evil^ 2 Thess. v. 22.
add, that wc are frequently to examine ourselves with respect
to our behaviour in every state of life ; whether sin be gaining
or losing ground in us ; whether we make conscience of performing every duty, both personal and relative ? what guilt we
contract by sins of omission, or the want of that fervency of
spirit which has a tendency to beget a formal, dead, and stupid
frame and temper of mind, and thereby hinder the progress of
the work of sanctification ? but that which is the principal, if
not the only expedient that will prove effectual for the mortifying of sin is, our seeking help against it from him who is able
Therefore,
to give us the victory over it.
3. Whatever attempts we use against the prevailing power
of sin, in order to the mortifying of it, these must be perform*

We

We

•

See Quest. Ixxviu.

.
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faith ; seeking and deriving that help from Christ, which
necessary in order thereunto.
And therefore,
(1.) As the dominion of sin consists in its rendering us
guilty in the sight of God, whereby the conscience is burdened, by reason of the dread that it has of that punishment v/hich
is due to us, and the condemning sentence of the law, which
we are liable to; and as its mortification, in this respect, consists in our deliverance from that which makes us so uneasy,
no expedient can be used to mortify it, but our looking by faitii
to Christ, as a propitiation for sin, whereby we are enabled to
behold the debt Avhich we had contracted, cancelled, the indictment superseded, and the condemning sentence repealed; from
whence the soul concludes, that iniquity shall not be its ruin.
This is the only method we are to take when oppressed with a
sense of the guilt of sin, which is daily committed Jjy us.
It
was shadowed forth by the Israelites looking to the brazen serpent, a type of Christ crucified, when stung with fiery serpents,
which occasioned exquisite pain, and would, without this expedient, have brought immediate death thus the deadly wound,
of sin is healed by the sovereign balm of Christ's blood, applied by faith ; and we, by his having fulfilled the law, may be
said to be dead to it, as freed from the curse thereof, and all
the sad consequences that would ensue thereupon.
(2.) As sin is said to have dominion over us, in that all the
powers and faculties of our souls are enslaved by it, whereby,
as the apostle expresses it, xve are carnal, sold under sin^ Rorf)
vii. 14. when we are weak and unable to perform what is good,
and the corruption of nature is so predominant, that we are, as
it were, carried down the stream, which we strive against, but
in vain : in this respect sin is to be mortified, by a fiducial application to Christ, for help against it ; and herein we are to
consider him as having undertaken, not only to deliver from
the condemning, but the prevailing power of sin ; which is a
part of the work that he is now engaged in, wherein he applies the redemption he purchased, by the powerful influences
of the Holy Spirit, and the soul seeks to him for them. As it
is natural for us, when we are in imminent danger of present
ruin, or are assaulted by an enemy, whose superior force we
are not able to withstand, to cry out to some kind friend, for
help; or when we are in danger of death, by some disease
which nature is ready to sink under, to apply ourselves to the
physician for relief: thus the soul is to apply itself to Christ
lor strength against the prevailing power of indwelling sin, and
grace to make him more than a conqueror over it; and Christ,
by his Spirit, in this respect, enables us (to use the apostle's
words,). /£> mortifij the deeds ojbodu^ Rom. viii. 13.
is

:
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And, in order hereunto, we take encouragement, from the
promises of God and the connexion that there is between
Christ's having made satisfaction for sin, and his delivering
those v/ho are redeemed, from the power of it, as the apostle
says, Sin shall not have dominion over ijoii; for ye are not tinder the laxi\ that is, under the condemning sentence of it, but
imder grace chap. vi. 14". as having an interest in that grace
which has engaged to deliver from sin in both these respects
we consider Christ not only as able, but as having undertaken
to deliver his people from all their spiritual enemies, to relieve
them in all their straits and exigences, and to bring them off
;

^

:

This is the method which we are to take
a never-failing remedy. What was
before observed, under the foregoing heads, concerning our
endeavouring to see the evil of sin, and exercising that watch^afe and victorious.
to mortify sin; and

it is

fulness against the occasions thereof, are necessary duties,
without which sin will gain strength nevertheless the victory
over it is principally owing to our deriving righteousness and
strength, by faith, from Christ; whereby he has the glory of
•X conqueror
over it, and we have the advantage of receiving
this privilege as applying ourselves to, and relying on him for
:

it.

Having considered the way in which sin is to be mortified,
agreeably to the gospel-rule ; v^e shall, before we close this
head, take notice of some other methods which many rest in,
thinking thereby to free themselves from the dominion of sin,
"which will not answer that end.
Some have no other notion
of sin, but as it discovers itself in those gross enormities which
are matter of public scandal or reproach in the eye of the
world, who do not duly consider the spirituality of the law of
God; such-like sentiments of moral evil, the apostle Paul had,
before his conversion, as he says, Ixvas alive xvithoiit the law
once^ chnp. vii. 9. compared with 7. and / had not knoxvn lusty
except the knv had said^ thou shalt not covet.
Sin did not ap'
pear to be sin^ ver. 13. that is, nothing was thought sin by him,
but that which was openly scandalous, and deemed so by universal consent ; and therefore he says elsewhere, that touchingthe righteousness Xi'kich is in the laxL\ he was blameless^ Phil. iii.
6. or, as Ephraim is represented, saying. In alhrii/ labour they
shallfind none iniquity in vie that xvere sin, Hos. xii. 8. These
persons think they shall come off well, if they can say, that
they are not guilty of some enormous crimes so that none can
charge them with those open debaucheries, or other sins, that
are not to be mentioned among Christians ; or if, through any
change in their condition of life, or being delivered from those
temptations that gave occasion to them ; or if there natural
temper be less inclined to them than before, and, as the result
;
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hereof, they abstain from them, this they call a mortifying of
sin ; though the most that can be said of it is, that sin is' only
curbed, confined, and their natural inclinations to it abated,
it is far from being dead.
Others, who will allow that sin is of a far larger extent, and
includes in it that which prevails in the heart, as well as renders itself visible in the life, or contains in it the omission of
duties, as well as the actual commission of known sins ; these
often take a preposterous method to mortify it: if they are
sensible of the guilt that is contracted hereby, they use no other
method to be discharged from it, but by pretending to make
atonement, either by confessing their sins, using endeavours to
abstain from them, or by the performance of some duties of
religion, by which they think to make God amends for the injuries they have offered to him thereby but this is so far from
mortifying sin, that it increases the guilt thereof, and causes it
to take deeper root, and afterwards to break forth in a greater
degree ; or else tends to stupify the conscience, after which
they go on in a way of sin, with carnal security, and Avithout
zemorse.
Others think, that to mortify sin, is nothing else but to subdue and keep under their passions, at least, to such a degree
that they may not, through the irregularity and impetuous vior
lence thereof, commit those sins which they cannot but reflect
upon with shame, when brought into a more calm and considerate temper of mind ; and, in order thereunto, they subject
themselves to certain rules, which the light of nature will suggest, and the wiser Heathen have laid down to induce persons
to lead a virtuous life ; and they argue thus with themselves,
that it is below the dignity of the human nature, for men to
suffer their passions to lead their reason captive, or to do that
which betrays a want of wisdom as well as temper; and if by
this means the exorbitancy of their passions is abated, and many
sins, which are occasioned thereby, prevented, they conclude
their lives to be unblemished, and sin subdued ; whereas this
is nothing else but restraining the fury of their temper, or giving a check to some sins, while sin in general remains unmor-

ivhile

:

•

,

tified.

As to the methods prescribed by some Popish casuists, of
emaciating, or keeping under the body by physic, or a sparing
diet, and submitting to hard penances, not only to atone for past
sins, but prevent them for the future, these have not a tendency to strike at the root of sin, and therefore are unjustly called
a mortifying of it. For though an abstemious regular way of
living be conducive to answer some valuable ends, and without
it men are led to the commission of many sins ; yet this is no
^
expedient to take away the guilt thereof; neither is th'; en':lr<;"-
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VKig, captivating, and prevailing power of indwelling sin, that
discovers itself in various shapes, and attends every condition
and circumstance of life, sufficiently subdued hereby.
And those common mettiods that many others take, which
nre of a different nature, namely, when they resolve, though in
their own strength, to break off their sins by repentance ; or,
:f their resolutions to lead a virtuous life are weak, and not
much regarded by them, endeavour to strengthen them, this
will not answer their end, sin will be too strong for all their
resolutions, and the engagements with which they bind themselves, will be like the cords with which Sampson was bound,
which were broken by him like threads. If we rely on our
own strength, how much soever we may be resolved to ab-

from sin at present, God will make us sensible of our
weakness, by leaving us to ourselves ; and then, how much
soever we resolve to abstain from sin, it will appear that it
Therefore
is far from being mortified, or subdued by us.
we conclude, that this cannot be performed, but by going

stain

forth in the

name and

strength of Christ,

when

who

is

able to

recover us : and this
will be found, in the end, to be the best expedient for the promoting this branch of our sanctification ; which leads us to

keep us from

falling

;

or,

fallen, to

consider,
III. That, in the farther carrying on of this

work of sanc-

we

are enabled to walk with God, or before him, in
holiness and righteousness.
are first made alive in regeneration, and then put forth living actions, which some call vivification, as distinguished from that part of sanctification, which
has been already considered, namely, mortification of sin.
This is what we may call leading an holy life, whereby we
are to understand much more than many do, who suppose, that
it consists only in the performance of some moral duties, that
contain the external part of religion, without which there would
not be the least shadow of holiness ; and in performing those
duties which we ov/e to men in the various relations which we
tification,

We

stand in to them ; or, at least, in keeping ourselves clear from
those pollutions -which are in the ivorld through lust, 2 Pet. i. 4.
The Pharisee, in the gospel, thought himself an extraordinary
holy person, because he was no extortioner, nor unjust, nor
adulterer ; but fasted, paid tithes, and performed several works
ot charity ; and many are great pretenders to it, who have no
other than a form of godliness, without the power of it, or who
are more than ordinarily diligent in their attendance on the ordinances of God's appointment ; though they are far from doing this in a right way, like those whom the prophet speaks
of, v/ho are said to seek God daily, ami to delight to know his
"ways^ as a r.atzor. that did rightecusness, and forsook not the
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ordinance of their God; though at the same time, they are
said X.C fast for strife and debate^ and to smite with the fist of
wickedness^ Asa. Iviii. 2. But, that we may consider several
other things, which are contained in a person's leading an holy
life, let it be observed,
1. That our natures must be changed, and therefore sanctification always supposes and flows from regeneration : thei"e
must be grace in the heart, or else it can never discover itself
in the life ; the root must be good, or else the tree cannot bring
forth good fruit; the spring of action must be cleansed, otherwise the actions themselves will be impure. Some persons,
who are generally strangers to the internal work of grace, are
very apt to insist much on the goodness of their hearts, and
this is sometimes pleaded in excuse for the badness of their
lives J whereas they never had a due sense of the plague and
perverseness of their ov/n hearts. Good actions must proceed
from a good principle, otherwise persons are in an unsanctified
state ; and, as they must be conformable to the rule laid down
in the word of God, and performed in a right manner, and to
the glory of God as to the end designed thereby ; so they m.ust
be performed by faith, whereby we depend on Christ for assistance and acceptance, as being sensible of our constant work
and business, whereby we are said to walk with God, as well
as live to him.
2. In order to our leading an holy life, we mu3t make use
of those motives and inducements thereunto, that are contained in the gospel ; and to encourage us herein,
are to have in our view that perfect pattern of ho(1.)
liness which Christ has given us ; he has left iis an example
that Tve should follow his steps, 1 Pet. ii. 21. Whatever we find
in the life of Christ, prescribed for our imitation, should be
improved to promote the work of sanctification ; his humility,
meekness, patience, submission to the divine will, his zeal for
the glory of God, and the good of mankind, and his unfainting
perseverance in pursuing the end for which he came into the
world, are all mentioned, in scripture, not barely that we should
yield an assent to the account we have thereof in the gospel
history ; but that the sa?ue mind should be in lis, which was also
in. him, Phil. ii. 5. or, as the apostle says. He that saith he ahideth in him, ought himself also to walk even as he zvalked, 1 John
ii. 6. And to this we may add, that we ought to set before us
the example of others, and be followers of them, so far as they
followed him their example, indeed, is as much inferior to
Christ's as imperfect holiness is to tliat which is perfect; but
yet it is an encouragement to us, that in following the footsteps
of the flock, we have many bright examples of those, who
through faith and pr.tience, inherit the promises.

We

:
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(2.) Another motive to holiness is the love fcf Christ, ex*
prcsstid in the great work of our redemption, and in that care

and compassion which he has extended towards us in the apmethods he has used in the beginning and carrying on the work of grace, in which we may say,
hitherto he hath helped us
this ought to be improved so as
to constrain us, 2 Cor. v. 14. as he has hereby laid us under
})lication thereof, in all the

:

the highest obligation to live to him. And as love to Christ is
the main ingi'edient in sanctification ; so when by faith we behold him as the most engaging and desirable object, this will
afford a constant inducement to holiness.
(3.) Another motive hereunto is our relation to God, as hia
cliildren, and our professed subjection to him ; as we gave up
ourselves to him, when first we believed, avouched him to be
our God, and, since then, have experienced many instances of
his condescending goodness and faithfulness ; as he has been

pleased to grant us some degrees of communion with him^
through Christ ; and as he has given us many great and preeious promises, and in various instances, made them good to
us ; and has reserved an inheritance for all that are sanctified
in that better world, to which they shall be brought at last this
should induce us to lead a life of holiness, as the apostle says,
Having- these promises^ let us cleanse ourselves from alljilthiness ofthejlcsh and spirit^ perfecting holiness in thefear of God
chap. vii. 1.
From what has been said in explaining the doctrine of sanc:

we may infer,
The difference that there is between moral virtue, so far
as it may be attained by the light of nature, and the improvement of human reason and that holiness of heart and life,
tification,

[l.J

;

xvhich contains in it all Christian virtues, and is inseparably
connected with salvation. All who are conversant in the writings of some of the Heathen moralists will find a great many
things that tend to regulate the conduct of life ; and those precepts laid down, wliich, if followed, carry in them a great resemblance of the grace of sanctification ; and herein some, who
have been destitute of the light of the gospel, have very much
excelled many who bear the Christian name
when we find a
:

and degeneracy of human nature, the disorder and irregularity of the affections, and man's natural propensity to vice, rules laid down for
the attaining of virtue, by which means men are directed how
to free themselves from that slavery which they are under
to their lusts, and advice given to press after a resemblance
and conformity to God ; this carried in it a great shew of
lively representation of the universal corruption

holiness.
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late writer* has collected together several passages out
of their writings, with a design to prove, that though they were
destitute of gospel- light, yet they might attain salvation; inasmuch as they use many expressions that very much resemble
the grace of sanctification as for instance, when one of them
speaking concerning contentment in the station of life in which
servant of God should not
providence had fixed him, says, "
" be solicitous for the morrow. Can any good man fear that
" he should want food ? Doth God so neglect his servants, and
*'
his witnesses, as that they should be destitute of his care and
" providence ? And he adds, Did I ever, Lord, accuse thee,
*' or complain of thy government i
Was I not always willing
"'
to be sick when it was thy pleasure that I should be so ? Did
*'
I ever, desire to be what thou wouldest not have me to be ?
"
I not always ready to do what thou commandest ? Wilt
*'
thou have me to continue here, I will freely do as thou will" est ? Or, wouldest thou have me depart hence, I will freely
" do it at thy command? I have always had my will subject
*'
to that of God ; deal with me according to thy pleasure ; I
*' am always of the same mind with thee ; I refuse nothing
*' which thou art pleased to lay upon me ; lead me
whither
" thou wilt; clothe me as thou pleasest ; I will be a magistrate
*' or private person
; continue me in my country, or in exile, I
" will not only submit to, but defend thy proceedings in all
" things."
might also. produce quotations out of other writings whereby it appears that some of the heathen excelled
many Christians in the consistency of their sentiments about
religious matters, with the divine perfections ; as when they
say. Whatever endowment of the mind has a tendency to make
a man truly great and excellent ; this is owing to an internal
divine influence. f Others, speaking of the natural propensity
•which there is in man to vice, have maintained, that to fence
against it, there is a necessity of their having assistance from
•God, in order to their leading a virtuous life ; and that virtue
is not attained by instruction, that is, not only by that means,
but that it is from God ; and that this is to be sought for at
his hands, by faith and prayer much to this purpose may be
seen in the writings of Plato, Maximus Tyrius, Hierocles, and
:

A

Am

We

:

several

The

others.:|:

would make hereof is, to observe
humble many Christians, who are far from
the Heathen in the practice of moral virtue. And,

principal use that I

that this should

coming up

to

*

See W/dtbi/s Disc. i</C. page 541, in which he quotes Arrian, as giving the
sense of Epictetus, Lib. 1. cap. 9. Lib. 3 cap. 5, 24, 26, 36, &c.
f Vid. Cic. lie natura Deonim, Lib. 2. Nullus unquam vir magnus fuit, sine
aliquo afflatu divino.
t See Gale's court of the Gentiles.
Occon. Ficd. 461—463.
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for the sentiments of those who deny the necessity of our
havning the divine influence in order to our performing the dutics which God i-equircs of us, in a right manner ; these fall
very short of what the light of nature has suggested to those
UvS

who have duly attended to

it, though destitute ol divine revelameet with such expressions, and many other divine
things, in the writings oi Piato ; and what he says of the conversation of his niaster Socrates, both in his life and death
I cannot but applv in this case, what our Saviour says to the
scribe in the gospel, who answered him discreetly, Thou art
not far from the kingdom of God^ Mark xii. 34. These things,

tion.

it is

in

When I

true, very

many

much resemble

the grace of sanctification;

respects, they fall short of it;

yet

inasmuch as they had
they were altogether

acts of faith, in a Mediator, whom
strangers to, as being destitute of divine revelation.
It is not my design, at present, to enquire, whether they had
any hope of salvation I this having been considered under a
foregoing answer *.
All that I shall here observe is, that
some of the best of them were charged with notorious crimes,
which a Christian would hardly reckon consistent with the
truth of grace ; as Plato, with flattering of tyrants, and too
much indulging pride and luxury f ; Socrates, with pleading
for fornication and incest, and practising sodomy, if what some
have reported concerning them be true \. But, without laying any stress on the character of particular persons, who, in
other respects, have said and done many excellent things ; it
is evident, that whatever appearance of holiness there may be
in the writings or conversation of those that are strangers to
Christ and his gospel, this falls short of the grace of sanctifi-

no

cation.

(rt)

&

See Vol. IT. pa^e 489.
seq.
f Vid G. J Voss. de Hist. Grcec. pa^e 22.
t See Gale's court of the Gentiles, Purl III. book 1, chap. 1, 2. -which learned
M'iter having, in some other parts of that ivorh, mentioned several things that luere
praise viorthy, in some of the philoauphers, here takes occasion to speak of some ot/ter
things, -which ivere great blemishes in them: and, in other parts of this elaborate
work, proves that those -who lived in the first ages of the cimrch, amltjere attacked
to their philosophy, ivere by this means, as ha supposes, led aside from many great
and important truths of the gospel ; of this number Origen, Justin jMartyr, and
eeveral others
Jind he farther supposes, that lohat many of them advanced concerning the liberty of man's luill, as to ivhut respects .ipiritual things, gave occasion to the Pelagians to propagate those doctrines that -were subversive of the grace
*

of God; and that the , Irian and Samosatenan heresies took
See Part III. Book 1. chap. 1.

(a)

ment

their rise from hence.

-The nuturul kiiowledi^e of God and liis gooilness, jrives some eiicourajfeto guilty creatures to repent ol" their sins, und to return to God by a gene-

hope of acceptance, thougli they had no promise of pardoning grace. And
was the very principle upon which some of the better sort of the Gentiles
set themselves to practise virtue, to worship God, and endc.wour tgt become lik«
Kim.
ral

this

^

—
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There is a vast diiference betv/een recommending or practising moral virtues, as agreeable to the nature of man, and the
dictates of reason ; and a person's being led in that way of holiness, which our Saviour has prescribed in the gospel.
This
takes its rise from a change of nature, wrought in regeneration,
is excited by gospel-motives, encouraged by the promises thereof, and proceeds from the grace of faith, without which, all
pretensions to holiness are vain and defective.
What advances
soever these may have made in endeavouring to free themselves from the slavery of sin, they have been very deficient,
as to the mortification thereof; for being ignorant of that great
atonement which is made by Christ, as the only expedient to
take away the guilt of sin, they could not, by any method, arrive to a conscience void of offence, or any degree of hope
concerning the forgiveness thereof, and the way of acceptance
in the sight of God
and their u^ing endeavours to stop the
current of vice, and to subdue their inordinate affections, could
:

I do not say, that nn.tural religion can give sinful men a full and aatisfving assurance of pardon upon llieir repentmce; for the deepest degrees of penitence
cannot oblige a prince to forgive the criminal: but still the overflowing goodness of God, his patience and long-sunlring, notwithstanding their sins, may
evidently and justly excite in tlieir he;irts some hope of foogving grace: and I
think the words of my text cannot intend less than this, that God has not left
them without witness, when lie gave them rain from heaven, when he satisfied
•their appetites with food, and filled their hearts with gladness.
What was it
that these benefits of their Creator bore witness to ? Was it not that there was
j^oodness and mercy to be found with him, if they wou'd return to their duty,
and abandon their own ways of idolatry and \'ice. Surel_\', it can never be s\ipTjosed, that the apostle here means no more than to say, that the daily instances
of divine bounty in the common comforts of life, assured them, that God had
some goodness in him, and blessings to bestow on their bodies but gave them
i'lO hope of his acceptance of their souls, if they should return and repent never
CO sincerely. The Ninevites themselves, when threatened with destruction,
repented in sackcloth and ashes for, said they. Who can tell but God will turn
and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? Nor were
they mistaken in their hope, for God .saw their works, that they turned from
theu" evil way, and he repented of tiie evil that he had threatened, Jonah iii. 5
And there is yet a more express text to this purpose, Rom. ii. 4. Despisest
10.
tliou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and long-suflering, not knowing that the goodness of God leadetli thee to repentance And if God leads us
to repentance, by a sense of- his goodness, surely he gives hope that our repentance shall not be in vain: and though, perhaps, I could not affirm it with boldness, and certainty by the mere light of reason, yet I may ventuie to declare,
upon the encouragement of these scriptui-es, tiiat if there should be found any
sinner in tlie heathen v/orld, who should he thus far wrought upon by a sense of
the goodness of (lod, as to be led sincerely to repent of sin, and seek after mercy, God would find a way to make a discovery oi' so much of the gospel, as was
jiecessai-y fcr him to know, rather than such a penitent sinner should be left un>^er condemnation, or th:it a guilty creature should go on to eternal death in
the way of repentance. CorneUns the Genturioii, who feared God, who prayed
to him daily, and wiought righteousness, according to the light of his con;
science, had both an angel and an apostle sent to him, that he might receive
.more complete ir.>t;'ac',:oa ir* t.!ie matter.? cu^lis salvation. Acts x. 1—5. and froiQ
;

;
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not be eficctual to answer that end, inasmuch as they v/ere
destitute otthe Spirit ol God, who affords his divine assistance,
in order thereunto, in no other way than what is prescribed in
the gospel ; so that as xvithout holiness no one shall see the Lord^
this grace is to be expected in that way which God has prescribed; and every one that is holy is made so by the Spirit,
who glorifies himself in rendering men fruitful in every good
work, being raised by him, fi'om the death of sin, to the life of
faith in Christ; which is a blessing peculiar to the gospel.
[2.] Since holiness is required of all persons, as what is absolutely necessary to salvation, and is also recommended as that
which God works, in those in whom the gospel is made effectual thereunto ; we may infer, that no gospel-doctrine has the
The grace of God
least tendency to lead to licentiousness.
may indeed be abused ; and men, who are strangers to it, take
occasion from the abounding thereof, to continue in sin, as
some did in the apostle's days, Rom. vi. 1. but this is not the
genuine tendency of the gospel, which is to lead men to holiWhatever duties it engages to, they are all designed to
ness.
answer this end ; and whatever privileges are contained therein, they are all of them inducements thereunto
are we deliver'
ed out of the hands of our spiritual enemies ? it is, that we
should serve him in holiness and risfhteousness before him^ all
the days of our lives, Luke i. 74, 75,
As for the promises,
they are an inducement to us, as the apostle expresses it, to
cleanse ourselves from all flthiness of the fesh and spirity perfecting holiness in the ftar of God^ 2 Cor. vii. 1, and every ordinance and providence should be improved by us, to promote
the work of sanctificaticn.
[3.] Let us examine ourselves, whether this work be begun,
and the grace of God wrought in us, in truth ? and if so, whether it be increasing or declining in our souls?
1st, As to the truth of grace, let us take heed that we do not
think that we are something when we arc nothing, deceiving
our own souls, or rest in a form of godliness, while denying
the power thereof, or a name to live, while v/e are dead ; let
us think that it is not enough to abstain from grosser cnormiVies, or engage in some external duties of religion, v/ith wrong
And if, upon enquiry into ourselves, we find that we
ends.
are destitute of a principle of spiritual life and grace, let us
not think, that because we have escaped some of the pollutions
that are in the world, or do not run with others in all excess
of riot, that therefore we lead holy lives ; but rather let us enquire, Whether the life we live in the flesh, be by the faith of
the Son of God, under the influence of his Spirit, with great
diffidence of our own righteousness and strength, and firm de^cndenc^ upon Christ ^ and as the result hereof, whether we
:

;
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are found in the practice of universal holiness, and hate and
avoid all appearance of evil, using all those endeavours that
are prescribed in the gospel, to glorify him in our spirits, souls,
and bodies, which are his ?
2(/, If we have ground to hope that the work of sanctification is begun, let us enquire, whether it be advancing or declining ? Whether we go from strength to strength, or make
improvements in proportion to the privileges we enjoy ? Many
have reason to complain that it is not with them as in months
past; that grace is languishing, the frame of their spirits in holy
duties stupid, and they destitute of that communion with God,"
which they have once enjoyed ; such ought to remember from
whence they are fallen, and repent, and do their first works
and beg of God, from whom alone our fruit is derived, that
he would revive the work, and cause their souls to flourish in
the courts of his house, and to bring forth much fruit unto holiness, to the glory of his own name, and their spiritual peace
and comfort.
As for those who are frequently complaining of, and bewailing their declensions in grace, who seem, to others, to be
making a very considerable progress therein ; let them not
give way to unbelief so far as to deny or set aside the experiences which they have had of God's presence with them ; for
sometimes grace grows, though without our own observation.
If they are destitute of the comforts thei'eof, or the fruits of
righteousness, which are peace, assurance and joy in the Holy
Gnost, let them consider, that the work of sanctilication, in

but growing up towards that pernot yet arrived to. If it does not spring up
and flourish, as to those fruits and effects thereof, which they
are pressing after, but have not attained ; let them bless GocI,
if grace is taking root downward, and is attended with an
humble sense- of their own weakness and imperfection, and an
earnest desire of those spiritual blessings which they are labouring after. This ought to afford matter of thankfulness, rather than have a tendency to weaken their hands, or induce
them to conclude that they are in an unsanctificd state ; because
of the many hindrances and discouragements which attend their
progress in holiness.
this present state, is, at best,

fection

which

Quest.

is

LXX VI.

JV/iat is

repentance unto

life

P

Answ. Repentance

unto life, is a saving grace, wrought in
the heart of a sinner, by the Spirit and word of God ; whereby, out of the sight and sense, not only of the danger, but
also of the filth

and odiousness of his

sins,

and upon the

ap-;
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prehension of God's mercy in Christ, to such as are peniand hates his sins, as that he turns
from them all to God, purposing and endeavouring, constantly to walk with him in all the ways of new obedience.

tent, lie so grieves for,

speaking
INrepentance,

to this

answer we

of
though

shall consider the subject

viz. a sinful fallen creature

;

and

that,

is naturally averse to the exercise
pleased to bring him to it; which will lead
us to consider, how the Spirit of God does this; and what are
the various acts and effects thereof, (a)
No one can be
1. Concerning the subjects of repentance.
said to repent but a sinner ; and therefore, whatever other
graces might be exercised by man in a state of innocency, or
shall be exercised by him, when brought to a state of perfec-

be his condition, yet he

this

thereof,

till

God

is

(a) It has been, perhaps correctly, asserted that repentance is neither a duty
discoverable by tlie law of nature, nor the written law of God because it is unfit, that a law, appointinj^ death for the violation of its precept, should also discover to the culprit a way of escape from its own penalty incurred.
But there existed purposes of mercy before the law was made ; these have
been revealed by a gracious Sovereign; the condition of men, as prisoners of
hope possessing competent evidence of the compassion of the Lawgiver, points
to repentance. Sacrifices in former ages discover not only a consciousness of
It is possible that these were
guilt, but a glimmering hope at least, of pardon.
the olTspring of tradition among the Gentiles, rather than the deductions of the
light of nature.
But in either way, sorrow for sin is a duty founded on the will
of God.
It IS therefore a duty, perfectly reasonable, and expressly revealed on the sacred page. The strength to perform it is from the King of Providence and Grace.
There is necessary in its production a discovery of guilt, liability to miser)',
and entire helplessness. The general belief, or profession of these truths, does
not prove in event to be a cause adequate to produce a total change in a man's
There is neces views,
tt'suits, desires, aversions, labours, joys, and sorrows.
;

J.

This, with respect to it.*
sense, or strong conviction of guilt.
proximate cause, may originate in various ways by reflecting on the Divine
Sovereignty and Majesty by a solemn contemplation of the excellency and loveliness of the moral perfection of Deity
by an affecting sight of his goodness and
mercy to the individual in particular; by attending to the awful subject of Divine Justice, seen in the sufferings of Christ, or anticipated in the future judgment, and final sufferings of the damned. Such convictions are produced in
great mercy to the individual, how dearly soever they cost him, whether the
prostrated idols, on which the sensual affections were fastened, were compaDisease, approaching death, or any
nliins, friends, relations, lionour or wealth.
thing whicli shall dissolve the unhallowed attachment to earth, may by the Divine blessing produce this change, the glory of which will always really belong
sary

some deep

;

;

;

to Divine grace, wiiich works unseen.
The bitterness of such sorrows is sometimes extreme, when he who woundedalone can cure. The effects of it are subsequently salutary, both to deter fron<
sin and to strengthen the party's faith.
The degrees of penitential sorrow are extremely various in diflferent converts
lie \s ho has been convinced of gospel truths step by step, and has been in the
same manner l)i-<)Ught to the love and fear of God, and to a universal conscientiousness, may have grounds of peace and comfort equally safe, as he whose con-victions liave been the niost senaiblc; for not their heighth but their fruits prove

them

to be genuinf
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tion; yet there eannot, properly speaking, be any room for repentance some, indeed, have queried whether there shall be
repentance in heaven ; but it may easily be determined, that
though that hatred of sin in general, and opposition to it, which
is contained in true repentance, be not inconsistent with a state
of perfect blessedness, as it is inseparably connected with perfection of holiness ; yet a sense of sin, which is afflictive, and
is attended with grief and sorrow of heart, for the guilt and
consequences thereof, is altogether inconsistent with a state of
perfection ; and these are some ingredients in that repentance
which comes under our present consideration. Therefore we
must conclude, that the subject of repentance is a sinner: but,
II. Though all sinners contract guilty expose themselves to
misery, and will sooner or later be filled with distress and sorrow for what they have done against God ; yet many have no
sense thereof at present, nor repentance, or remorse for it.
These are described as /^a-s^y^^/i^z^, Eph. iv. 19. and hardened
:

ihroiigh the deceitfulness of ahi^ Heb. iii. 13. as obstinate, and
having their neck as an iron sinew., and their broxu as brass^ Isa.
xlviii. 4.
And there are several methods which they take to

ward

off the force of convictions.
Sometimes they are stupid,
and hardly give themselves the liberty to consider the difference that there is betv/een moral good and evil, or the natural
obligation we are under to pursue the one, and avoid the other.
They consider not the all-seeing eye of God, that observes all
their actions, nor the power of his anger, who will take vengeance on impenitent sinners ; regard not the various aggravations of sin, nor consider that God will, for those things, bring
them to judgment. So that impenitency is generally attended
with presumption ; whereby the person concludes, though without ground, that it shall go well with him in the end ; such an
one is represented, as blessing himself in his heart, saying, /

shall have peace., though Iivalk in the imagination; or, as it is in
the margin, in the stubbornness of mine hearty to add drunkenOr if, on the other hand, he
ness to thirst., Deut. xxix. 19.
cannot but conclude, that with God is terrible majesty, that he
is a consuming fire, and that none ever hardened themselves
against him, and prospered, and if he does not fall down before him with humble confession of sin, and repentance for it,
he will certainly be broken with his rod of iron, and dashed in,
pieces, like the potter's vessel, broken with a tempest, and utterly destroyed, when his wrath is kindled; then he resolves,
that some time or other he will repent, but still delays and puts
it off for a more convenient season, and though God gives him
space to do it, repenteth not. Rev. ii. 21. Thus he goes on in
the greatness of his way, till God prevents him with the blessings of his goodness, and brings him to repentance.
And
this leads us to consider^

:
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That repentance is God's work ; or, as it is observed in
answer, wrought by the Spirit of God : whether we consider it as a common or saving grace, it is the Spirit that con*
If it be of the same kind
vinces or reproves the world of sin.
with that which Pharaoh, Ahab, or Judas had ; it is a dread
of God's judgments, and his wrath breaking iti upon conscience,
when he reproves for sin, and sets it in order before their eyes,
that excites it.
If they are touched with a sense of guilt, and
hereby, for the present, stopped, or obliged to make a retreat,
and desist from pursuing their former methods, it is God, irx
the course of his providence, that gives a check to them. But
this comes short of that repentance which is said to be unto
life ; or which is styled a saving grace, which is wrought by*
the Spirit of God, as the beginning of that saving work, which
is a branch of sanctification, and shall end incompleat salvation.
This is expressly styled in scripture, repentance unto life^
Acts xi. 18. inasmuch as every one, who is favoured with it>
sRall obtain eternal life ; and it is connected with conversioa
and remission of sins, which will certainly end in eternal sal^
III.

this

Thus it is said. Repent and be converted^ that your sins
be blotted out^ when the times of refreshing shall come froivthe presence of the Lord^ chap. iii. 9. and for this reason it ii
called a saving grace, or a grace that accompanies salvation,
whereby it is distinguished from that repentance which some
And it is
have, who yet remain in a state of unregeneracy.
called, Repentance to salvation^ not to be repented ofy 2 Cor. vii.
10. that is, it shall issue well ; and he shall, in the end, have
reason to bless God, and rejoice in his grace, that has made
him partaker of it, who thus repents.
IV.
shall now consider the instrument or means whereby the Spirit works this grace.
Thus it is said to be wrought

vation.

may

We

sinner, by the word of God, as all othergraces are, except regeneration, as has been before observed
we must first suppose the principle of grace implanted, and the
word presenting motives, and arguments leading to repentance; and then the understanding is enlightened and disposed
The word calls sinners to
to receive what is therein imparted.
repentance^ Matt. ix. 13. and therefore, when this grace is
wrought, we are not only turned by the power of God, but iri'
"itructed^ Jer. xxxi. 19* by the Spirit's setting home what is
contained therein whereby we are led into the knowledge of
As,
those things which are necessary to repentance.
1.
have in the word a display of the holiness of the divine nature and law, and our obligation in conformity therelu^to, to the exercise of holiness in heart and life, as God says,
in the heart of a

We

•

Grace here

ii

put

for repentance,

and not the jmniedlate influence on

soul.

Vol. Hi.

Y

tfte

•
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for I am holy^ Lev.

xi. 44. And to this we msy
contains a display of the holiness of God in hia
threatenings, Avhich he has denounced against every transgression and disobedience, which shall receive a just recompence
of reward; and in ail the instances of his punishing sin in
those who have exposed themstlves thereunto, that hereby he
might deter men from it,, and lead them to repentance thus
the apostle speaks of the laiv of God as holy,, and the commandment holy ^ just J and goody Rom. vii. 12, 13. and of its leading
him into the knowledge of sin, by which means it appeared to1)6 sin, that is, opposite to an holy God, and, as he expresses

£e ye

hol'j,

add, that

it

:

it,

became exceeding sinJuL

Hereby persons are led into themselves : and by compaling their heai^ts and lives with the word of God, are enabled
to see their own vileness and want of conformity to the rule
which he has given them, the deceitfulness and desperate
wickedness thereof, and what occasion there is to abhor thembclves, and repent in dust and ashes ; thus the apostle, in the
place but now mentioned, speaks of himself as once alive without the law ; hut when the commandment came^ sin revived and
he died, and concludes himself to be carnal, sold under sin, Rom.
vii. 9, 14. This is a necessary means leading to repentance.
And we may farther add^ that God not only makes use of
the word, but of his providences to answer this end ; therefore
he speaks of a sinning people, whe7i carried away captive into
the lajid of the enemy y^^ bethinking themselves, and afterwards
2.

repenting and making supplication to him therein, 1 Kings viii.
46, 4-7* And we read of sickness and bodily diseases as ordained by God, to bring persons to repentance ; thus Elihi?.
speaks of a person's being chastened with pain upon his bed\
and the multitude of his bones with strong pain ; his soul draw-'
ing nigh to the grave, and his life to the destroyers. Job xxxiii.
19, 27. and then represents the person thus chastened, and aflerAvards recovered from his sickness^ as acknowledging himself to have sinned, a?id perverted that which is right,, a7id \.\\-dt
it profited him not. And the apostle speaks of the goodness cf
God in the various dispensations of his providence, as leadmg to
repentance, Rom. ii. 4. B-ut these dispensations are always to
be considered in conjunctioit with the word, and as impressed
on the conscience of men by the Spirit, in order to their attaining this desirable epd.
But that we may insist on this matter more particularly, we
must take an estimate of repentance, either as it is a common
or special grace } in both these respects it is from the Spirit,
and wrought by the instrumentality of the word, applied to the
consciences of men but there is a vast diiference between the
one and the other in the application of the word, Uj \w11 a& ia
i\x efkcts ii,tid con^eq^ucucct) hereof*
,•

;
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(1.) Ill tliem who are brought under convictions, but not'
r.i^de partakers of the saving grace of repentance ; the Holy-

and fills them with the terrors of God, and the
dread of his vengeance, by the laxu^ by which is the knoxolcd^c
gJ sin^ and all the world becomes guilty before God^ Rom. iii.
£0. compared with 19. Tljese are what we call legal convictions ; whereby the wound is opened, but no healing medicine*
applied
the sinner apprehends himself tmder a sentence of
condemnation, but at the same time cannot apply any promise
which may afford hope and relief to him^ groans under \\\%
burden, and knows not where to find ease or comfort, anci
dreads the consequence thereof, as that which would sink him
into hell; God appears to him as a constiming fire, his arrow;i
stick fast in his soul, the poison whereof drinketh up his spirits ; if he endeavours to shake off his fears, and to relieve
himself against his despairing thoughts, he is notwithstanding,
<lescribed, as being like the troitbled sea, when it caimot resr^
which casts forth mire and dirt, Isa. Ivii. 20. This is a most afflictive case ; concerning which it is said, that though the spirit
cf a 7nan zvill sustain his infrniity ; yet a xuoiindcd spirit xvho
can bear ? Pro v. xviii. 14.
Thus it is with some when convinced of sin by the law but
there are others who endeavour to quiet their consciences by
using indirect methods, thinking to make atonement for it, and

Spirit awakens,

:

:

by some instances of external reformation, to make God
Jlmends, and thereby procure his favour, but to n(% purpose
for sin taking- occasion, by the commandment, ivorks in them all
manner of concupiscent'c, Rom. vil. 8. And if they grow stupid, which is oftentimes the consequence hereof, their sense of
sin is entirely lost, and their repentance ends in presumption,
and a great degree of boldness in the commission of all manlier of wickedness.
shall now consider how the Spirit works repent(2.)
ance unto life, which is principally insisted on in this answer.
This is said to be done by the word of God not by the la-\v
without the gospel, but by them both, in which one is made
subseniect to the other. The law sliews the soul its sin, and
the gospel directs him where he may find a remedy ; one
wounds mid the otlier heals ; the law enters, as the apostle expresses it, that the offence might abound, Rom. v. 20. but the
gospel shews him \io\i grace does much more abound, and where
he may obtain forgiveness, by which means he is kept froni
sinking under that weig-ht of guilt that lies on his conscience.
And it leads him to hate and abstain from sin, from those motives that are truly excellent ; for which reason it is called
vangelical repentance.

We

;

Now

^hat

we may

better understand the nature thereof,

we

:
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consider ; how it differs from that which we before de?
scribed, which arises only from that conviction of sin, which
is by the law, which a person may have, who is destitute of
this grace of repentance, which we are speaking of. Repent-^
ance, of v/ hat kind soever it be, contains in it a sense of sin
but if it be such a sense of sin, that the unregenerate person
may liave, this includes little more in it than a sense of the
danger and misery which he has exposed himself to by sins
committed. The principal motivesi leading hereunto, are the
threatenings which the law of God denounces against those that
violate it. Destruction from God is a terror to him ; if this

fihall

were not the consequence of sin, he would be so far from repenting of it, that it would be the object of his chief delight,
And that guilt, which he charges himself with, is principally
such, as arises from the commission of the most notorious
crimes, which expose him to the greatest degree of punishment whereas, repentance unto life brings a soul under a sense
:

sin, as it is contrary to the holy nature and law
of God, which the least, as well as the greatest sins, are opposed to, and contain a violation of. And therefore he charges
Iiimself, not only with open sins, which are detestable in the
eye? of men but secret sins, which others have little or no
sense of | sins of omission, as well as sins of commission ; and
he is particularly affected with the sin of unbelief, inasmuch as
it contains a contempt of Christ, and the grace of the gospel.
And he i^ not only sensible of those sins which break forth in
Jiis life ; but that propensity of nature, whereby he is inclined

of the guilt of

;

God ; so that this sense of guilt, in some refrom that which they are brought under, who

to rebel against
spects, differs

are destitute of saving repentance.
But that in which they more especially <X^ffer is, in that saving repentance contains in it. a sense of the filth, and odious
nature of sin, and so considers it as defiling, or contrary to the
holiness of God, and rendering the soul worthy to be abhorred
by him i so that as the sense of guilt excites fear, and a dread
of the v/rath of God, this fills him with shame, confusion of
face, and self-abhorrence, which is inseparably connected with
the grace of repentance ; accordingly these are joined together,
as Job says, I abhor mijselfy and repent in dust and ashes ^ Job
xlii. 6. or, as when God promises that he would bestow this
grace on his people, he says, The7i shall ye remember your own
evil xvays^ and your doingSn, that were not good^ and shall loathe
yourselves in your own sight^for your iniquities, and for your
abominations^ Ezek. xxxvi. 31. As before this they set too
high a value upon themselves, and were ready to palliate and
•xcuse their crimes, or insist on their innocence, though their
niquity was written in legible chiyacters, as with a pen of ircUj

:
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and the poiut of a diamond, and to say with Ephraim, In all
my labour they shall Jind none iniquity in me that were sin^
Ilos. xii. 8. or, as the prophet Jeremiah says, concerning a rebellious people, that though in their skirts were found the blood
of the souls of the poor innocents ; yet they had the front to say.
Because I am innocent^ surely his anger shall turn from 77ze, Jer.
Notwithstanding, when God brings them to repentii. 34, 35.
ance, and heals their backslidings they express themselves in
a very different way We lie down in our shame^ and our confusion covers us ; for we have sin?ied against the Lord our God^
;

;

chap. iii. 25. Now this is such an ingredient in true repentance, which is not to be found in that which falls short of it
the sinner is afraid of punishment indeed, or, it may be, he may
be filled with shame, because of the reproach which attends his
vile and notorious crimes in the eyes of the world j yet he is
not ashamed, or confounded, as considering how vile he has
rendered himself hereby, in the eye of an holy God.
There is another thing which is farther observed in this answer, which is an ingredient in repentance unto life, in which
respect it is connected with faith, inasmuch as he apprehends
the mercy of God in Christ to such as are penitent ; and this
effectually secures him from that despair which sometimes attends a legal repentance, as was before observed, as well as
affords him relief against the sense of guilt with which this
grace is attended. The difference between legal and evangelical
repentance, does not so much consist in that one represents sin,
as more aggravated ; nor does it induce him that thus repents,
to think himself a greater sinner than the other ; for the true
penitent is ready to confess himself the chief of sinners. He
is far from extenuating his sin, being ready, on all occasions,
to charge himself with more guilt than others are generally
sensible of: but that which he depends upon as his only comfort and support is the mercy of God in Christ, or the consideration that there is forgiveness with him, that he may be
feared ; this is that which afibrds the principal motive and encouragement to repentance, and has a tendency to excite the
various acts thei'eof ; which leads us to consider,
V. What are the various acts of tiiis repentance unto life ;
or what are the fruits and effects produced thereby.
1, The soul is filled with hatred of sin. When he looks back
on his past life, he bewails what cannot now be avoided
charges himself with folly and madness, and wishes (though
this be to no purpose) that he had done many things which he
has omitted, and avoided those sins, together with the occasions thereof, which he has committed, the guilt whereof lies
with great weight upon him. How glad would he be if lost
^•:asonB and opportwnitir.s gf gi*ace might bo recallrd, and tUf
•,

;
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were once put into his hand, though misimprove J,
regained But all these wishes are in vain. However, these
are the after-thoughts which will arise in the minds of those
wlio are brought under a sense of sin. Sin wounds the soul
the Spirit of God, when convincing thereof, opens the wound,
and causes a person to feel the smart of it, and gives him to
know, that it is an evii t'iif\q-^ and bitter, that he has forsaken the
Lord his God, Jer. ii. 19. 'I'his sometimes depresses the spirits,
and causes him to v/alk softly, to set alone and keep silence^
Jl.am, iii. 28. being filled with that uneasiness which is very
afflictive to him. At other times it gives vent to itself in tears,
as the Psalmist expresses it, lam xveary xvith mij groaning,
all the night make I my bed to sxvim ; 1 water my vouch xvitli
my tears, Psal. vi. 6. In this case the only thing that gives
him relief or comfort is, that the guilt of sin is removed by
the blood of Christ, which tends to quiet his spirit, which would
otherwise be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.
And to this we may add, that sin is alwa3's the object of his
detestation, even when there is an abatement of that grief,
which, by the divine supports and comforts he is fenced against he hates sin, not barelj' because of the sad consequences thereof, but as it is in itself the object of abhorrence ; and
therefore his heart is set against all sin, as the Psalmist says,
I hate every false -zvay, Psal. cxix. 104. This hatred discovers
itself by putting him upon flying from it, together with all the
occasions thereof, or incentives to it. He not only abstains from
those sins which they who have little more than the remains of
moral virtue are ashamed of, and afraid to commit, but hates
every thing that has in it the appearance of sin, and this hatred
is irreconcileable. As forgiveness does not make sin less odious
in its own nature, so the experience that he has of the grace of
-God herein, or whatever measures of peace he enjoys, whereby
his gi'ief and sorrow is as&uaged, yet still his hatred of it not
only remains, but increases and, as the consequence hdreof,
2. He turns from sin unto God ; he first hates sin, and then
Hies from it, as seeing it to be the spring of all. his grief and
talentsv'tlint
!

:

:

which separates between him and his God. Thus
Ephraim, v/hen brought to repentance, is represented as saying. What have I to do amy more xvith idols, Hos. xiv. 8. re^
fleeting on his past conduct, when addicted to them, with u
fears, that

kind of indignation ; so the true penitent, who has hitherto
been walking in those paths that lead to death and destruction,
now enquires after the way of holiness, and the paths of peace ;
as he has hitherto walked contrary to God, now he desires to
walk with him and having wearied himself in the greatness of
his way, and seeing no fruit in those things whereof he is now
s^^bamed ; and being brought into the utmost straits, he deter;
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mines to return to his God and Father. And In doing this he
purposes and endeavours to walk with him in all the uays ot
new obedience, as the apostle exhorts those who had received
good by his ministry, that xvith purpose of heart thcij xuould
cleave unto the Lord^ Acts xi. 23. This ])urpose is not like those
hasty resolutions whitch tuiconverted sinners make when God
is hedging up their way with thorns, and they arc under the
most distressing apprehensions of his wrath. I'hen they say as
the people did to Joshua, We rvill serve the Lord^ Josh, xxiv,
22. though they are not sensible how difTicult it is to fulfil the
engagements which they lay themselves under, nor of the deceitfulness of their own hearts, and the need they stand in ol
grace fi-om God, to enable them so to do. This purpose to
\v'alk with God, does not so much respect what a person will
do hereafter; but it contains a resolution which is immediately put in execution, and so is opposed to his former obstinacy^
when determining to go on in the way of his own heart. Thus
the prodigal son, in the parable, no sooner resolved that he
would arise and go to his Father^ Luke xv. 18, compared with
20. but he arose and went. True repentance is always attended with endcavouis after new obedience, so that a person lays
aside that sloth and indolence which was inconsistent with hi^
setting a due value on, or improving the means of grace; and,
as the result hereof, he now exerts himself, with all his might,
in pursuing after those things, %vhereby he may approve himself God's faithful servant; and hereby he discovers the sinceritv of his repentance ; which he does, or rather is enabled to
do, by that grace, which at first began, and then- carries on this
work in the soul, whereby he has his fruit unto holine&s^ and
the end thereof everlastmg life^ Rom. vi. 22.
From wdiat has been said concerning repentance, we may
infer,

(1.) That since it is a grace that accompanies salvation, and
consequently ij absolutely necessary theremito, it is an instance
of unwarrantable and bold prcsumption,^ for impenitent sinners
to expect, that ihcy shall be iifcde partakers of the benefit*
which Ciirist has purchased, while they continue in a state of
enmity, opposition, and rebellion against him ; or that they shall
be saved by him in their sins, without being saved from themf
lor he that covereth his sins shall not prosper ; but ivhosa confesseth and f»rsakelh thern^ shall have viercif^ Prov. xxviii. 13v
(2.) Since repentance is the work of the Spirit, and his gift,
.we infer, that wiiatever endeavours we are obliged to use, or
whatever motives or inducements are given to lead us hereunto,,
we must not conclude, that it is in our own power to repent
when we please ; and therefore it should be the matter of our
^urnest aad couoUiut prj)cji* to God, th;it he would turn our
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hearts, give us a true sight

and sense of sin, accompanied with

Ephraim

is represented, saying, Turn thou
I shall be turnedy Jer. xxxi. 18.
Let not those that have a distressing sense of their for-

faith in Christ, as
rne^ aiid

(3.)

mer

sins, liow great soever they have been, give way to despairing thoughts ; but lay hold on the mercy of God in Christ, extended to the chief of sinners, and improve it to encourage them
to hate sin, and forsake it from evangelical motives, which will
have a tendency to remove their fears while they look on God,
not as a sin-revenging Judge, but a reconciled Father, ready
and willing to receive those who return to him with unfeigned
repentance.
(4.) Since we daily commit sin, it follows from hence, that
we stand in need of daily repentance : and this being a branch
of sanctification, as sanctification is a progressive work, so is reare not to expect that sin should be wholly expentance.
tirpated, while we are in this imperfect state ; and therefore it
is constantly to be bewailed, and, by the grace of God working
eflfectually in us, avoided ; that, as the result hereof, we may
have a comfortable hope that that promise shall be fulfilled,
They that sow in tears shall reap in Joy y Psal. cxxvi. 5.

We

Quest. LXXVII. Wherein do justifcation and

sanctijlcatioii

coffer f

Answ. Although sanctification be

inseparably joined with jusyet they differ, in that God in justification, imputeth the righteousness of Christ, in sanctification his Spirit
infuseth grace, and enableth to the exercise thereof; in the
former sin is pardoned, in the other it is subdued ; the one
doth equally free all believers from the rev^enging wrath of
God, and that perfectly in this life, that they never fall into
condemnation, the other is neither equal in all, nor in this
life perfect in any, but growing up to perfection.
tification

;

answer being principally a recapitulation of what
THIS
contained in those that have been already insisted on,

is

wherein the doctrine of justification and sanctification are particularly explained, we shall not much enlarge on it ; but since
there are some who suppose that one of these graces may be attained without the other ; and others confound them, as though
to be justified and to be sanctified implied the same thing ; we
shall briefly consider,

That which is supposed in this answer^ namely, that sancand justification are inseparably joined together; and
accordlngK', no one has a warrant to claim one without the
I.

tification

JUSTIFICATION AND SA.\'CTIFIOATI0N DIFFER.
"Other

This appears

:

in that the)' are graces that

17^7"

accompany

sal-

When

the apostle connects justificatioii and eflcctual
calling together, in the golden ciiuin of our salvation, Kora.
And elseviii. 30. he includes sanctiiic.ition in this calling.
vation.

where, when Christ is said to be made ri^hteoiisiicss and redemption to us for our justification, he is, at the same time, said to
be made wisdojn and aanei'ificalioJi^ 1 Cor. i. 31. and we are
said to be saved bi/ the ivaaliing ofreg'cnerat'ion and rcncxvms;
of the IIolij Ghost^ Tit. iii. 5. winch is the beginning of the
work of sanctification ; that being' jnatijicd bij his grace^ 7ve
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal //fe ; and
speaking of some who were once great sinners, and afterwards
made true believers, he says, concerning them, that they were
washed, sanctijied, andjustified in the name of the Lord fesuSy
and by the Spirit of our Gody 1 Cor. vi. 11. And when God
promises to pardon Awdpass brj the transgression of the remnant
of his heritage, Micah vii. 18, 19. he also gives them ground
to expect that he would subdue their iniquities ; the former is

done

in justification, the latter in sanctification.

From

the connexion that there is between justification and
we infer ; that no one has ground to conclude

sanctification,

that his sins are pardoned, and that he shall be saved while he
is in an unsanctified state ; for as this tends to turn the grace of
God into wantonness, so it separates what he has joined to-

gether, and it is a certain evidence that they who thus divide
them, are neither justified nor sanctified. Let us therefore givediligence to evince the truth of our justification, by our sanctification, or that we have a right and title to Christ's righteousness, by the life of faith, and the excrciscof all those other graces that accompany or flow from it»
have, in this answer, an account of some things in
II.
which justification and sanctification differ, as,
1. In justification God imputes the righteousness of Christ;
to us ; whereas, in sanctification the Spirit infuseth grace, and
enableth to the exercise thereof.
What it is for God to impute
Christ's righteousness hath been before considered ; tljc only
thing that we shall now observe is, that the righteousnerr, whereby we are justified, is, without us, wrought out bv Christ, for
us ; so that it is b/j his obedience, as the apostle expresses it,
that ttv arc jnade righteous, Rom. v. 19. and that winch Christ
did as our Surety, is placed to our account, and accepted by
the justice of (iod, as though it had been done by us, as has
been before observed Whereas, iu sanctification, the g:-accs
of the Spirit are wrought and excited in us, wc are denominated holy, and our right to eternal life is evinced, though not

We

:

procured.
2. In justification sin

Vor. IU,

i"

pardoned,

7

in f^anctification

it

i=^

3ub-
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the former takes away the guilt thereof, the latter it?
;
Where sin is pardoned, it shall not be cur
reigning poAver.
ruin ; but yet it gives us daily disturbance and uneasiness, makes
work for repentance, and is to be opposed by our dying to it,
raid living to righteousness.
This is therefore sufficiently dis-

dued

ti'nguished

from justification, which

is

a motive or inducement leading to
3.

They

differ, in that justification

from the avenging wrath of God,

in

also to be considered as

it.

equally frees

which respect

all

believers

perfectin this life, so that a justified person shall never fall into conit is

demnation ; whereas, the work of sanctification is not equal
in all, nor perfect in this life, but growing up to perfection.

For the understanding of which, let us consider, that when we
speak of justification as perfect in this life, or say, that all are
equally justified, we mean, that where God forgives one sin,
he forgives all ; so that there is no condemnation to them xvhicliare in Christ Jesus ^ as the apostle sa}'s, chap. viii. 1. and he
adds. Who shall lay any thing- to the charge of GocVs elect P it
is God that justifieth ; who is he that condcmneth? it is Christ
that died^ ver. 3'3^ 34.
Were it not so, a person might be said
to be justified, and not have a right to eternal life, which implies
a contradiction ; for though he might be acquitted, as to the
guilt charged upon him by one indictment, he would be condemned by that which is contained in another.
may from hence infer, that all justified persons have an
equal right to conclude themselves discharged from guilt, and
the condemning sentence of the law of God ; though all cannot
see their right to claim this privilege by reason of the weakness
of their faith. As for sanctification, that, on the other hand,
is far from being equal in all ; since the best of believers have
reason to complain of the weakness of their faith, and the imperfection of all other graces which are wrought in them by the
Spirit.
If it be enquired from whence this imperfection of
sanctification arises, that is the subject of the following answer-

We

Quest. LXXVIII. V/hence

f

ariscth the imperfection ofsancti-

cation in believers ?

Answ. The

imperfection of sanctification in believers, ariseth
sin abiding in every part of them, and
the perpetual lustings of the flesh against the spirit, whereby they are often foiled with temptations, and fall into many sins, are hindered in all tiicir spiritual services, and their
best works are imperfect and defiled in the sight of God.

from the remains of

INL

this

answer we

That there

may

is

consider,

something supposed, namely, that the
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work of sanctification is imperfect in this life, or that there arc
the remnants of sin still abiding in the best of men.
II. In what the imperfection of sanctification more especialiy discovers itself; and in particular, what we are to uu
derstand by the lusting of the flesh against the Spirit. And,
III. The consequences hereof, to wit, their feeing foiled
with temptations, falling into many sins, and being hindered in
their spiritual services.

As

supposed in this answer, that the work
imperfect in this life : This must be allowed by all who are not strangers to themselves, as it is said,
There is not a just man upon the earth that doth good arid sinTieth 7iotf Eccl. vii. 20. fine gold is not without a mixture of
some baser metal, or alloy ; even so our best frames of spirit,
when we think ourselves nearest heaven, or when v/e have most
communion with God, are not without a tincture of indwelling
sin, that is easy to be discerned in us.
Whatever grace we exercise, there are some defects attending it, either with respect
to the manner of itr> exerting itself, or the degree thereof;
therefore perfection, how desirable soever it be, is a blessing
which we cannot, at present, attain to And if it be thus with
us, when at the best, we shall find, that at other times, corrupt
nature not only discovers itself, but gives us great interruption
and disturbance, so that the work of sanctification seems to be.
as it were, at a stand, and we are hereby induced to question
the truth and sincerity of our graces ; and if, notwithstanding
this, we have sufficient ground to conclude, that our hearts art^
right with God; yet we are obliged to say with the apostle, that
M^e Are carnal^ soldundcr sin; and that, zvhemve jvould do good^
evil is present ruith us^ Rom. vii. 14. compared with 21. which
is an undeniable argument of the imperfection of the work of
I.

to the thing

of sanctification

is

:

sanctification.

The contrary opinion to this is maintained by many who pretend that perfection is attainable in this life ; and to give countenance hereunto, they refer to some scriptures, in which persons are characterized as perfc-ct men ; and others wherein perlection is represented as a duty incumbent on us ; as our Saviour says, Be ye perfect^ even as your Father xvhich is in heaven is perfecty Matt. v. 48. and the apostle, in his valedictory
exhortation to the church, advises them to be perfect^ as well
as of one mind ; as they expected that the God of love and
peace should be v/ith them, 2 Cor. xiii. 11.
But to this it may be replied, that these scriptures do not
speak ot a sinless perfection, but of such a perfection as is opposed to hypocrisy ; as Hezckiah says concerning himself, that
he had walked b^;for c the Lord in truths andxuith a perfect hearty
Isa. xxxvili. .;!.
Arcordingly, the perfection of those who arr
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thus described
rightness.
fnan, one

in scripture, is

explained as denoting their up-

Thus Job is described, as a perfect mid upright
that feared God and eschewed evil, Job i. 1. compared

though he elsewhere disclaims any pretensions to a
perfection
as he expresses himself, If I say I am perfectj vnne oxun viouth shall prove me perverse, chap. ix. 20,
And when Noah is said to be perfect in his generation, this is
explained as denoting that he was a just or an holy lyian, and
one that xvalked xvith God, Gen. vi. 9.
with

8.

iiinless

As

,*

which

speal: of perfection as a duty
understood concerning the perfection of grace, as to those essential parts thereof, without
which it could not be denominated true and genuine, and not
as respecting a perfection of degrees. True grace is perfect
indeed, as it contains in it those necessary ingredients, whereby an action is denominated good in all its circumstances, in
oppooitiou to that which is so, only in some respects ; and
therefore it must proceed from a good principle, an heart renev/ed by regenerating grace it must be agreeable to the rule
'ivTiich God has prescribed in the gospel, and be performed in
a right manner, and for right ends
Thus a person may be
said to be a perfect man, in like manner as a new-born infant
is denominated a man, as having all the essential perfections
of the human nature; though not arrived to that perfection, inother respects, which it shall afterwards attain to
According-

for other scriptures,

incumbent on

us, they are to be

;

;

:

ly grace, vv^hen described, in scripture, as perfect, is sometim^es
explained as alhiding to a metaphor, taken from a state of perfect manhood, in opposition to that of children
Thus the apostle speaks of sonie, whom he represents, as being offull age ;
:

where the same word is used *, which is elsewhere rendered
; and these are opposed to others whom he had before
been speaking of, as weak believers, or babes in Christ, Heb.,
V. 13, 14.
And elsewhere he speaks of the church, which he
styles the body of Christ, as arrived to a state of manhood, and
so calls it a petfeet rnan ; having attained the 7neasure of the

perfect

alluding to that stature
; and these he opposes in the following words, to children, who, through the
weakness of their faith, were liable to be tossed to andfro, and
carried about xvith every xvind of doctrine, Eph. iv. 13, 14.
And in other places, where Christians are described as perfect,
there is a v/ord used, which signifies their having that internal
furniture whereby the^ are prepared or disposed to do what is
good: Thus the apostle speaks of ?//<? 7nan of God being perfect j,
that \s,' throughly furnished unto all good xvorks, 2 Tim. iii. 17.
Atid elsewhere he prays, for thqsc to whom he v/rites, that
stature of the fulness of Christ

which persons arrive

to

;

still

when they

are adult
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God would moke them perfect in^ or for evert/ good worky to
the end that they inau do his ivill*^ which is such a perfection
as is necessary to our putting forth any act of grace ; and therefore it does not in the least infer that perfection which they
plead for, whom we are now opposing.
And, indeed, it is not barely the sense they give of those
scriptures that speak of persons being perfect, which they cannot but suppose may be othei-wise understood, that gives them
occasion to defend this doctrine ; but the main thing on which
it is founded, is, that God does not require sinless perfection
of fallen man, inasmuch as that is impossible ; and therefore
he calls that perfection, which includes in it our using those
endeavours to lead a good life, which are in our own power.
is agreeable to the Pelagian scheme, and to that which
the Papistti maintain, who make farther advances on the Pelagian hypothesis ; and assert, not onl}' that men may attain per-

This

may

of supererogation ;

arrive to such a degree
the law, and perform works
which doctrine is calculated to establish

that of justification

by

fection in this

life,

but that they

thereof, as exceeds the

But

demands of

v/orks.

may be

alleged in opposition hereunto, is,
disagreeable to the divine perfections, and a notorious making void the law of God, to assert that our obligation
to yield perfect obedience, ceases, because we have lost our
power to perform it; as though a person's being insolvent,
were a sufficient excuse for his not paying a just debt.
must distinguish between God's demanding perfect obedience,
as an out-standing debt, which is consistent with the glory of
his holiness and sovereignty, as a law-giver; and his determining that we shall not be saved, unless we perform it in our
own persons and we also distinguish between his connecting
a right to eternal life with our performing perfect obedience, as
Tivhat he miglit justly insist on according to the tenor of the
first covenant, as our Saviour tells the young man in the gospel. If thoxi 7vilt enter into life keep the commandments^ Matt,
xix. IG. and his resolving that we shall not be saved, unless
we are able to perform it. Tiie gospel purposes another expedient, namely, that they who were obliged to yield perfect
obedience, and ought to be humbled for their inabilit}- to perform it, nhould depend on Christ's righteousness, which is the
that

that v/hich

it is

We

:

foundation of their right to eternal life, in which respect they
are said to be perfect, or compleat inhiyn^ Col. ii. 10. which is
the only just notion of perfection, as attainable in this life and,
to conclude this head, it is very unreasonable for a person to
suppose that God will abate some part of the debt of perfect
:

"

The 7uorJ

*itv.c:!<

fw

t'iC

is KxliflKTiLi j

iMch

tiq'nijies to

prrformance of the dutia vhich

give them an internal disposition or
theii lorre to fnyaj^e in. Utb xlu, 7\

^
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obedience, and so to call our performing those works, v.'hich
have many imperfections adhering to them, a state of perfection, which is to make it an easier matter to be a Christian
than God has made it. Thus concerning the thing supposed
in this answer, viz. that the work of sanctification is imperfect
in this life.
But before we dismiss this head, we shall enquire, why God
does not bring this work to perfection at once, which he could

have dons, and, as it is certain, will do, when he brings
the soul to heaven.
In answer to which, v/e shall consider in
general, that it is not meet for us to say unto God,
dost
thou thus ? especiallv considering that this, as well as many of
Ms other v/orks, is designed to display the glory of his sove-

easily

Why

which very eminently appears in the beginning, carrying on, and perfecting the work of grace we may as well ask
tiie reason, why he did not begin the work of sanctification
sooner ? or, why he makes use of thi^j or that instrument, or
naeans, to effect it rather than another? which things are to be
resolved into bis own pleasure : but since it is evident that he
does not bring this work to perfection in this world, we may
adore his wisdom herein, as well as his sovereignty. For,
1. Hereby he gives his people occasion to exercise repentance and godly sorrov/ for their former sins committed before
Perfect holiness v/ould admit of no octhey vrere converted.
casion to bring past sins to remembrance ; whereas, when we
sin daily, and have daily need of the exercise of repentance
and godly sorrow, this gives us a more sensible view of past
When corrupt nature discovers itself in those that are
sins.
converted, they take occasion hereby to consider hov/ they have
been transgressors from the womb as David, when he repented of his sin in the matter of Uriah, at the same tim.e that he
aggravated the guilt of his crime, as it justly deserved, he calls
to mind his former sins, from his very infancy, and charges
that guilt upon himself which he brought into the world ; Behold I was shapen in iniquity^ and in sin did }?ii/ mother conceive
And when Job considers God's afflictive pro7nCj Psal. li. 5.
vidences towards him, as designed to bring sin to rememreignty/,

:

;

brance, and desires that he would tnaJie him to know his trailsgression and his sin ; he adds, Thou ivritest bitter thing's against mcy and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth
Job. xiii. 23, 26. sins committed after conversion were brought
to mind, and ordered as a,. means to humble him for those that
were committed before it. As for sins committed beiore conversion, they could not, at that time, be said truly to be repented of, since that would be to suppose the grace of repenlance antecedent to conversion ; therefore if the work of sanctifitation

were

to

be immediately brought to perfection, thb
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perfect holiness would be as much attended with perfect happiness, as it is in heaven, and consequently godly sorrow would
be no more exercistd on earth, than it is there; whereas God,

work of sanctification,
attended with the remainders of sin, gives occasion to many
humbling reflections, tending to excite unfeigned repentance,
not only for those sins committed after they had experienced
the grace of God ; but for those great lengths they ran in sin
before they had tasted that the Lord "tVas gracious ; and therefore he does not bring the work of sanctification to perfection
in this present world.
2. Another reason of this dispensation of providence, is, that
believers, from their own experience of the breakings forth of
corruption, together with the guilt they contract thereby, and
the advantage they receive in gaining any victory over it, may
be furnished to administer suitable advice, and give warning
to those who are in a state of unregeneracy, that they may be
persuaded to see the evil of sin, which, at present, thev do not,
3. God farther orders this, that he may give occasion to his
people to exercise a daily conflict with indwelling sin. He
suflers it to give them great disturbance and uneasiness, that
hereby they may be induced to endeavour to mortify it, and be
found in the exercise of those graces which are adapted to an
imperfect state, such as cannot be exercised in heaven ; nor
could they be exercised here on earth, were they to be brought
into and remain while here in a sinless state ; particularly
there could not be any acts of faith, in managing that conflict^
whereby they endeavour to stand their ground while exposed
to those difficulties that arise from the perpetual lustings of the
flesh against the spirit ; which leads us to consider,
II. In what the iinperfection of sanctification more especially discovers itself.
This it does, not only in the weakness of
every grace, which we are at any time enabled to act ; and the
many failures we are chargeable with in the performance of
every duty incumbent upon us ; so that if an exact scrutiny
were made inlo our best actions, and they weighed in the balance, they would be found very defective ; as appears from
what has been said under the foregoing head, concerning perfection, as not attainable in this life.
Hut this more particularly appears, as it is observed in this
answer, from the perpetual lustings of the flesh against the
spirit.
Thus the apostle speaks of, t/ie flesh lusting against
the spirit^ and the spirit against the fleshy Gal. v. 19. and so of
the contrariety of the one to the other ; so that xue cannot do
the things that xve xvouhl^ and points out himself as an instance hereof, when he says, I knoxv that in vie, that fj, inmif
/eshj dtvcllcth no good thing ; for to xvill is present ivith me^ but
in ordering the gradual progress of the
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how

IJindnot; the good that t
which Ixvould not^ that I do^ Rom.
23. and this reluctancy and opposition to what is good,
vii. 1 8
he lays to the charge of sin that dwelt in him, which he considers as having, as it were, the force of a law ; and in particular he styles it the law of his members warring against the
laxv of his mind^ which is the same thing with the lusting of
the flesh, against the spirit so that from hence it appears, that
when God implants a principle of grace in regeneration, and
carries on the work of sanctification in believers, he does not
•wholly destroy, or root out those habits of sin which were iu
the soul before this, but enables us to militate against, and
overcome them by his implanting and exciting a principle of
grace ; and from hence arises this conflict that we are to conto

ivould

perform thatxvhich

I do

—

is g'ood,

not^ but the evil

:

sider.

Indwelling sin is constantly opposing; but it does not always
prevail against the principle of grace.
The event or success
of this combat is various, at different times* When corrupt
nature prevails, the principle of grace, though not wholly extinguished, remains unactive, or does not exert itself, as at other times; all grace becomes languid, and there appears but
little difference between him and an unbeliever; he falls into
very great sins, whereby he wounds his own conscience,
grieves the holy Spirit, and makes sad work for a bitter repentance, w^iich will afterwards ensue
but inasmuch as the prin:

and grace is not wholly lost, it will some
time or other be excited, and then will oppose, and maintain
its ground against, the flesh, or the corruption of nature; and,
ciple of spiritual life

as the consequence hereof, those acts of grace will be again put

which were before suspended.
Having thus given an account of the conflict between indwelling sin and grace, we shall now more particularly shew,forth,

the habits of sin exert themselves in those who are unregenerate, where there is no principle of grace to oppose them.
And then, how they exert themselves iu believers; and what
opposition is made thereunto by the4)rinciple of grace in them;
and how it comes to pass that sometimes one prevails, at othei*
times the other.
shall consider those violent efforts that are made by
1.

how

We

corrupt nature, in those who are unregenerate, in whom, though
there be no principle of grace to enable them to withstand
them; yet they have a conflict in their own spirits. There is
something in nature, that, for a time, keeps them from complying with temptations to the greatest sins ; though the flesh,
or that propensity that is in them to sin, unll prevail at last, and
lead them from one degree of impiety to another, unless prevented by the grace of God. In this case the conflict is be-

;
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l^j

and an enlightened conscience ; and that

especially in those who have had the advantage of a religious education, and the good example of some whom they

more

have conversed with, whereby they have contracted some habits of moral virtue, which are not immediately extinguished
it is not an easy matter to persuade them to commit those gross,
and scandalous iins, which others, whose minds are blinded,
and their hearts hardened to a greater degree by the deceitfulness of sin, commit with greediness and without remorse. The
principles of education are not immediately broke through
for in this case men meet with a great struggle in their own
breasts, before they entirely lose them ; and they proceed, by
various steps, from one degree of wickedness unto another *.
breach is first made in the fence, and afterwards widened by
a continuance in the same sins, or committing new ones, especially such as have in them a greater degree of presumption*
And this disposes the soul to comply with temptations to greater sins ; whereas, it would be to no purpose to tempt him at
first, to be openly profane, blaspheme the name of God, or
cast off all external acts of religion, and abandon himself to
those immoralities which the most notoriously wicked, and
profligate sinners commit^ without shame, till he has paved the
way to them by the commission of other sins that lead there:

A

unto.

That which

him from the comSomething short of a principle of grace
which we call the dictates of a natural conscience, which often
check and reproves him his natural temper or disposition is
at first prevents or restrains

mission of them,

is

:

not so far vitiated, at present as to allow of, or incline him to
pursue and thing that is openly vile and scandalous ; he abhors,
and, as it were, trembles at the thoughts of it. Thus when
the prophet Elisha told Hazael of all the evil that he would
do unto the children of Israel, that he would set their strong'
holds on fire^ slay their young men ivith a sxvord^ dash their
Children^ and rip tip their ivcynen ivith child; when he heard
this, he entertained the thought with a kind of abhorrence, and
said. But xvhat^ is thy servant a dog, that he should do this
great thing, 2 Kings viii. 12, 13. Yet afterwards, when king
of Syria, we find him of another mind ; for he was a greater
scourge to the people of God than any of the neighbouring
princes, and smote them in nil the coasts of Israel, chap- x. 32,
Now that wliich prevents these greater sins, is generally fear
or shame ; their consciences terrify them with the thoughts of
the wrath of God, which they would hereby expose themsehcs
to; or they are apprehensive that such a course of life would
•

a true olijevvatioti tchich tom£ hure laid
repcnte fil turpissinms.

II 23

Nemo

Vol.

III.

Aa

cle-rm in this

k-nown aphorisrrif

;
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amongst men, and be altogether inconwith that form of godhness which they have had a liking
But since these restraints do not
to from their childhood.
proceed Irom the internal and powerful influence of regenerating grace, being excited by lower motives than those which
the Spirit of God suggests, in them who are converted ; since
natural conscience is the main thing that restrains them, corrupt nature first endeavours to counteract the dictates thereof,
and, by degrees, gets the mastery over them. When con:3cience reproves them, they first offer a bribe to it, by performing some moral duties, to silence its accusations for presumptuous sins, and pretend that their crimes fall short of those
committed by many others ; at other times they complain of
its being too strict in its demands of duty, or severe in its reproofs for sin.
And if all this will not prevail against it, but
it will, notwithstanding, perform the office of a faithful reprover, then the sinner resolves to stop his ears against it, but it
will, notwithstanding, perform the office of a faithful reprover,
then the sinner resolves to stop his ears against convictions
and if this will not altogether prevent his being made uneasy
thereby, he betakes himself to those diversions that may give
another turn to his thoughts, and will not allow himself time
for serious reflection ; and associates himself with those whose
conversation will effectually tend to extinguish all his former
impressions of moral virtue ; and by this means, at last he stupifies his conscience, and it becomes, as the apostle expresses it,
scared with a hot iroJi^ 1 Tim. iv. 2. and so he gets, as I may
express it, a fatal victory over himself; and from that time
meets with no reluctancy or opposition in his own breast, while
being pant feelings he gives himself over unto lasciviousness^ to
xvork undeanness^ and all manner of iniquity xvith greediness,
Eph. iv. 19. which leads us to consider,
blast their reputation
sistent

That

between the flesh and spirit, in
the w^ork of sanctification is begun. Here we
shall first observe, the lustings of the flesh ; and then the opposition that it meets with from that principle of grace which
is implanted and excited ia them, which is called the lusting
of the spirit against it.
corrupt nature exerts itself in believers, to prevent
(1.)
the actings of grace. Here it may be observed,
[1.] That that which gives occasion to this, is the Spirit\s
withdrawing his pov^rerful influences, which, when the soul is
favoured wath, have a tendency to prevent those pernicious
2.

those in

conflict w^hich is

whom

How

consequences which will otherwise ensue. And God withdraws
these powerful influences sometimes in a way of sovereignty,
to shew him tliat it is not in his own power to avoid sin when
he will ; or that he cannot, without the aids of his grace, withstand those temptations which are offered to him to commit \u
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cLe, he docs this with a design to let him know whnt is in
and that he might take occasion to humble him lor
past sins, or present miscarriages, and make him more watch-

Or

his heart;

ful for the future.

Besides this, there arc some things which present theraan objective way, which are as so many snares laid to
entangle him. And corrupt nature makes a bad improvement
[i>.]

,qclves in

'

thereof, so that his natural constitution is more and more vitiated by giving way to sin, and defiled by the remainders of

sin that dwelleth in him. The temptation is generally adapted
to the corrupt inclination of his nature, and Satan has a hand
therein. Thus if his natural temper inclines him to be proud

or ambitious, then immediately the honours and applause of
the world are presented to him ; and he never wants examples
of those, who, in an unlawful way, have gained a great measure of esteem in the world, and made themselves considerable in the stations in which they have been placed if he is naturally addicted to pleasures, of what kind soever they be, then
something is offered that is agreeable to corrupt nature, which
seems delightful to it though it be in itself, sinful : if he be
more than ordinarily addicted to covctousness, then the profits
and advantages of the world are presented as a bait to corrupt
nature, and groundless fears raised in him, of being reduced
to poverty, which, by an immoderate pursuit after the world,
he is tempted to fence against. Moreover, if his natural constitution inclines him to resent injuries, then Satan has always
his instruments ready at hand to stir up his corruption, and
provoke him to wrath, by offering either real or supposed injuries; magnifying the former beyond their due bounds, or
'inferring the latter without duly considering the design of those
whose innocent behaviour sometimes gives occasion hereunto,
and, at the same time, overcharging his thoughts with them^
as though no expedient can be found to atone for them. Again,
:

:

natural constitution inclines him to sloth and inactivity,
difficulties of religion are set before him, to discourage
him from the exercise of that diligence which is necessary to
•iurmount them. And if, on the other hand, his natural temper
leads him to be courageous and resolute, then corrupt nature
endeavours to make him self-confident, and thereby to weaken
if his

then the

God. Or if he be naturally inclined to fear, then
something is offered to him, that may tend to his discouragement, and to sink him into despair. These are the methods
used bv the flesh, when lusting against the spirit; v.'hich leads

his trust in

us to consider,
(2.) The opposition of the spirit to the flesh ; or how the
principle of grace in believers inclines them to make a stand
against indwelling sin, which is called the lusting of the spirit
against the fie '•-h. The grace of Cod, when wrought in the heart:
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not an unactive principle ; for it soon exerts
by the power of the Spirit, who implantr.
ed it ; and from that time there is, or ought to be, a constant
opposition made by it to corrupt nature ; and that, not only as
the soul, with unfeigned repentance, mourns for it, and exer-?
cises that self-abhorrence which the too great prevalence thereof calls for J but as it leads him to implore help from God,
against it^ by whose assistance he endeavours to subdue the
corrupt motions of the flesh ; or, as the apostle expresses it, to
morUjij the deeds of the hodij^ Rom. viii. 13, that by this means,
they may not be entertained, or prove injurious and destrucin regeneration,
itself,

is

as being excited

tive to him.

And inasmuch as there is something objective, as well as
Bubjective, in this work ; since the power of God never excites
the principle of grace without presenting objects for it to be
conversant about, there are several things suggested to the soul,
which, if duly w'eighed and improved, are a means conducive
to its being preserved from a compliance with the corrupt motions of indwelling sin these are of a superior nature to those
made use of by an enlightened conscience, in unregenerate per^
sons, to prevent their committing the vilest abominations, as
v/as before considered ; and indeed, they are such as, from the
nature of the thing, can be used (especially some of them) by
none but those in whom the work of grace is begun. Accord:

ingly,
[1.]

A

believer considers not only the glorious excellencies,

and perfections of Christ, which he is now duly sensible of, as
he is said to be precious to them that believe ; but he is also
affected with the manifold engagements, which he has been
laid under to love him, and to hate and oppose every thing that
is contrary to his glory and interest. The love of Christ constraineth him and therefore he abhors the thoughts of being so
ungrateful and disingenuous as he would appear to be, should
he fulfil the lusts of the flesli the sense of redeeming love and
grace is deeply impressed on his soul; he calls to mind how he
has been quickened, effectually called, and brought into the
way of peace and holiness, and therefore cannot entertain any
',

:

thoughts of relapsing or returning again to folly.
Here he considers the great advantage which he has received, which he v/ould not lose on any terms. The delight and
pleasure which he has had in the ways of God and godliness,
has been so great, tliat corrupt nature cannot produce any thing
that may be an equivalent for the loss of it. He is very sensible that the more closely he has walked with God, the more
comfortably he has walked. And besides this, he looks forward, and, by faith, takes a view of the blessed issue of the
;ife of graccj or those reserves of glory laid up for him in s^no-
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ther world, which inclines him to cast the utmost contempt on
cveiy thing that has the least tendency to induce him to relinquish or abandon his interest therein.
[2.] He considers and improves those bright examples which
are set before him, to encourage him to go on in the way of
holiness ; takes Christ himself for a pattern, endeavouring, so
far as he is able, to follow him ; walks as they have done, who
have not only stood their ground, but come off victorious
in the conflict, and are reaping the blessed fruits and effects
thereof.
[3.] He also considers, as an inducement to him to oppose
the corrupt motions of the flesh ; that he has by faith, as his

most solemn manner, given up himand without reserve, and professed his
obligation to obey him in all things, and to avoid whatever has
a tendency to displease him. And therefore he reckons that he
is not his own, or, at his own disposal, but Christ's, whose he
is, by a double right, not only as purchased by, but as devoted
and consecrated to him ; and therefore he says with the apostle, Hoiv shall xve that are dead to siji^ live any longer therein ?
Rom. vi. 2. He says to this purpose, I have given up my name
to Christ ; and I have not, since that time, seen the least reason to repent of what I did ; I have not found the least iniquity in him, neither has he been an hard master ; but, on the
other hand, has expressed the greatest tenderness and compassion to me, to whose grace alone it is owing, that I am what E
am. Shall I therefore abandon his interest, or prove a deserter
at last, and turn aside into the enemies' camp ? Is there any
thing that can be proposed as a sufficient motive hereunto i
Such like thoughts as these, through the prevailing influence
of the principle of grace implanted and excited by the Spirit,
are an effectual means to keep him fipm a sinful compliance
with the motions of the flesh, and to excite him to make the
greatest resistance against them.
Thus we have considered the opposition that there is between the flesh and spirit, and how each of these prevail by
turns ; we might now observe the consequence of the victoiy
obtained on either side. When grace prevails, all things tend
to promote qur spiritual peace and joy ; v/e are hereby fortified
against temptations, and enabled, not only to stand our ground,
but made more than conquerors, through him that loved usHowever it is not always so with a believer ; he sometimes
finds, that corrupt nature prevails, and then many sad consequences will ensue hereupon, which not only occasion the loss
of that peace and joy v.hich he had before ; but expose him to
many troubles, which render his life very uncQiDfottablc and

own

act

and deed,

in the

self to Christ entirely,

:

this Ifads us to consider,

;
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III. What are the consequences of the prevailing power of
indwelling sin. When the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and
God is pleased to withhold his grace, the soul is subjected to

many

evils,

answer,

A

1.

which are mentioned

in the

remaining part of this

as,

believer

him by

ground

foiled with temptation. Satan gains

is

means, and pursues the victory which the
flesh has obtained against the spirit ; hereupon his conflicts are
doubled, arising not only from flesh and blood; but the rulers
cf the darkness of this world, Eph. vi. 12. as the apostle expresses it now his difficulties encrease upon him, his enemies
are more insulting, and he less able to stand his ground against
them, his faith weakened, and his fears encreasing, so that he
is perpetually subject to bondage ; sometimes inclined to think
that he shall one day fall, and whatever he formerly thought
he had gained, he lost by the assaults of his spiritual enemies
and at other times, to question whether ever he had the truth
of grace or no ; in which case his spirit must needs be filled
with the greatest perplexity, and almost overwhelmed within
him. And he is destitute of that boldness or liberty of access
to the throne of grace, and that comfortable sense which once
he had of his interest in Christ, and finds it very difficult to
recover those lively frames which he has lost, or to stand his
against

this

:

ground against the great opposition made by corrupt nature,
which still increases as faith grows weaker.
2. Another consequence hereof, is his falling into many sins.
By which we are not to suppose that he shall be so far left as
to fall into a state of unregeneracy, or lose the principle of grace
that was implanted in regeneration : nevertheless, when this
principle does not exert itself, and corrupt nature on the other
is prevalent, it is hard to say how far he will run into the
commission of known and wilful sins. As for sins of infirmity,
they cannot be avoided, when we are in the best frame but in
this case we shall find a person committing presumptuous sins,
so that if wc were to judge of his state by his present frames,
without considering the former experiences which he has had
of the grace of God, we should be ready to question, whether
his heart were right with God.
And as for sins of omission, these generally ensue hereupon
he cannot draw nigh to God, with that frame of spirit, which
he once had, and therefore is ready to say, IVhat profit should
I have if I pray unto him? Job xxi. 15. and sometimes concludes, that he contracts guilt by attempting to engage in holy
duties. And to this we may add, that he is liindered in all his

hand,

:

spiritual services, as

it is

the apostle says, TVhen
Ttie,

Rom.

vii. "^1.

He

I

farther observed in this answer: thus

jvould do good, evil

is

finds his heart disposed to

present with

wander from
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up with vanity ; upon which acbe truly said, that his best works are not only imperfect, but defiled in the sight of God, who searcheth the heart,
and observes the various steps by which it treacherously departs from him, and can find no wa)- to recover itself till he is
pleased to revive his work, take away the guilt which he has
contracted, recover him out of the snare into which he has
fallen, and so cause the work of grace again to flourish in the
soul, as it has once done.
shall conclude with some inferences from what has been
said concerning the imperfection of sanctification in believers,
together with the reasons and consequences thereof.
1. Since sinless perfection is not attainable in this life, wc
should from hence take occasion to give a check to our censorious thoughts concerning persons or things, so as not to determine persons to be in an unconverted state, because they are
chargeable with many sinful infirmities, which are not inconsistent with the truth of grace some abatements are to be made
for their being sanctified but in part, and having the remnants
of sin in them ; and indeed, the greatest degiee of grace which
can be attained here, comes far short of that which the saintu
are arrived to in heaven ; accordingly the difference between a
believer and an unregenerate sinner is not in that one is perfect, and the other imperfect ; for when we consider the brightest characters given of any in scripture, their blemishes as well
as their graces are recorded ; so that none but our Saviour
could challenge the world to convict or reprove them of sin.
The apostle speaks of Elias, as a maji subject to like passions as
rve are, James v. 17. and he might have instanced in many
others. Therefore, when we are sensible of our own imperfections, we ought to enquire, whether the spots we find in ourselves, are like the spots of God's children ? or, whether these
infirmities may be reckoned inconsistent with the truth of grace ?
vhich, if they be, though it affords matter for humiliation, that
we arc liable to any sinful failures, or defects ; yet it will be
some encouragement to us, and matter of thanksgiving to God,
that notwithstanding this, our hearts are right with him. Thai
we may be, in some measure, satisfied as to this matter, let it
be considered,

God, and

count

it

his thoughts taken

may

We

:

That we must distinguish between a person's being
to the greatest sins, which are inconsistent with the
truth of grace ; and his complying with the temptation. A
temptation of this kind may offer itself, and at the same time
grace may exert itself in an eminent degree, by the opposition
that it makes to it, whether it ai'ises from indwelling sin, or
[l.]

tempted

Satan.
[2,]

When

v.'c

read of some sins that are inconsistent with
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the truth of grace, such as those which the apostle speaks of,
%vhen he says, that neither fornicators nor idolaters^ nor adulterers^ nor effeminate^ nor abusers of themselves xutth rna7ikind,
nor thieveSy nor covetous^ nor drunkards^ nor revilers^ nor ex'
fortionerSy shall inherit the kingdom of God^ 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.
and elsewhere, the fearful arid unbelieving^ as well as those
who are guilty of other notorious crimes, are said to have their
part in the lake which burneth with fre and brimstone^ Rev.

xxi. 8.
We must distinguish between those who are guilty
of these sins in a less degree than what is intended, when they
are said to exclude from the kingdom of heaven ; and others
being guilty thereof, in a notorious degree, with greater ag-

gravations

:

Thus unbelieving

suffer for Christ's sake, if they

fears in those

do not issue

who

are called to

in a denial of

him,

are not altogether inconsistent with the truth of grace, though
they render a person guilty before God. And the least degree
of covetousness, though it is not to be excused, yet it does not
exclude from the kingdom of heaven ; but the prevailing love
of the world, or the immoderate pursuit of it in those who use
unlawful means to attain it, or have a rooted habitual desire
after it, more than Christ, or put it in his room, this is to be
reckoned a mark of unregeneracy.
must distinguish between sinful infirmities and al[3.]
lowed infirmities, or such who sin through surprize, as being
assaulted by an unforseen temptation, when not being on their
guard ; and the same sin committed with deliberation ; the latter gives greater ground to fear that a person is in a state of
unregeneracy than the former.
must also distinguish between sins committed and re^

We

We

of, with that degree of godly sorrow which is proportioned to their respective aggravations ; and the same sins committed and continued in with impenitency ; the latter gives
ground to conclude, that a person is in an unconverted state,
though not the formcn And the difference arises not barely
from the nature of the crimes, for we suppose the sins in themselves to be the same ; but from other evidences which a person has or has not of his being in a state of grace.
2. From what has been said concerning the opposition that
there is between natural conscience and corrupt nature in the
unregenerate, we may infer ; that it is a great blessing to have
a religious education, as it has a tendency to prevent many
enormities, which others, v/ho are destitute of it, run into: Accordingly they who have had this privilege ought to bless God
for, and make a right improvement of it.
But since those principles which take their rise from thence, are liable, without the
grace of God prevent it, to be overcome and lost ; let us press
after something more than thisj and be importunate with God,

pented
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far, that he would give
us a better preservative against sin, or that the prevailing power thereof may be prevented by converting grace.
3. From the opposition that corrupt nature makes in believers to the work of grace, we may infer ; that the standing of
the best of men, or their not being chargeable with the greatest sins, is not so much owing to themselves as to the grace of
God, by which we are what we are, and therefore the glory
thereof belongs intirely to him ; and that we have reason, when
•we are praying against our spiritual enemies, to beg that God
would deliver us from the greatest of them, namely, ourselves ;
and that he, who has a sovereignty over the hearts of all men,
and can govern and sanctify their natural tempers and disposiThis
tions, would keep us from being drawn aside thereby.
should also induce us to walk watchfully, and to be always ou
our guard, depending on the grace of God for help, that indwelling sin may not so far prevail as to turn aside and alienate

whose providence has favoured us thus

our
4.

affections

from him.
has been said concerning the

From what

prevailing by turns,

we

and spirit
frame ol'our

flesh

infer the uncertainty of the

and v.hat changes we are liable to, with respect to the
actings of grace, or the comforts that result from it.
This
somewhat resembles the state of man as subject to various changes, with respect to the dispensations of providence j sometimes
lifted up, at other times cast down, and not abiding long in the
same condition : Thus we are enabled, at some times, to gain
advantage over indwelling sin, and enjoy the comforts which
arise from thence ; at other times, when the flesh prevails, the
acts of grace are interrupted, and its comforts, almost, if not
entirely lost.
What reason have we therefore to bless God,
that though our graces are far from being brought to perfection, and our frames so various ; yet he has given us ground to
conclude, that grace shall not wholly be lost, and we are assured, that our state, as we are justified, is not liable to the
same uncertainty, so that that which interrupts the progress of
sanctification, does not bring us into an unjustified state, or
spirits,

render us liable to condemnation ?
5. From the inconveniences we sustain by the flesh prevailing
against the spirit, as we are foiled by temptation, fall into sins
and are hindered in spiritual services, we infer the great hurt
that sin does to those who are in a justified and sanctified state,
as well as to others, who arc under the dominion of it.
And
therefore it is a vile and unwarrantable Way of speaking which
some use, who say, that because nothing shall separate them
from the love of Christ, or bring them who are justified, back
again into an unjustified state, that therefore sin can do them
no hurt ; as though all the consequences of the prevalencv cl
Vol. III.
B b
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corrupt nature, and the dishonour we bring to Godj and the
we contract hereby, could hardly be reckoned prejudicial }
but this is such a way of speaking as confutes itself in the opin^
ion of all judicious and sober Christians.
Again, wc might also infer, from the consequences of the
prevalency of corruption, as we are liable hereby to be discouraged from, or hindered in th^ performance of duty ; that we
ought, if we find it thus with us, to take occasion from hence
to enquire, whether some secret sin be not indulged and entertained by us, which gives occasion to the prevalency of coirupt nature, which we ought to be humbled for.
Or if we have
lived in the omission of those duties which are incumbent on
us, or have provoked God to leave us to ourselves, and so have
had an hand in our present evils ; this affords matter of great
humiliation. And we ought to be very importunate widi God
for restoring grace, not only that our faith may not fail ; but
tliat we may be recovered out of the snare in which we are entangled, and may be brought off victorious over all our spiritual enemies.
guilt

Quest. LXXIX. Maij not true believers^ bij reason of their
wiperfections^ and the many temptations and sins they are over'taken with, fall away from the state of grace ?

Answ. True
God, and

believers,
his decree

by reason of the unchangeable love of
and covenant to give them perseve-

rance, their inseparable union with Christ, his continual intercession for them, and the Spirit and seed of God abiding
in them, can neither totally nor finally fall from the state oi

.

grace, but are kept

by the power of God, through

faith un-

lo salvation.

JTbe

is

natural for persons,

when they enjoy any

soliciious about their retaining

it j

blessing, to

otherwise the plea-

be short and transitory,
and substantial happiness*
The same may be said oi those graces and privileges which
I'elievero are made partakers of, as the fruits and effects of the
These arc undoubtedly the most valuable
death of Christ
..'lessings ; therefore it liighly concerns us to enquire ; whether
v,c may assuredly conclude, that we shall not lose them, and
f o fail of that future blessedness which we have had so delightiul a prospect of ?
The saintL.' perseverance has not only been denied by many
{nice the reformation, and, in particular, by Papists, Socinians,
ar>d Rca}Cii^tr?.r«ts
Bu> by the Pelagicins of old j ^n<X all thost;
::ure that arises
'3

rather an

from

it

;

if it is like to

amusement than a

:

•.

solid
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vhose sentiments bear some affinity to, or are derived from
And, indeed, wlien we fmd persons endeavoui
their scheme.
ing to establish the doctrine of conditional election, universal
redemption, &c. or when they explain the nature of human
liberty, as they do, who make the grace of God to be dependent on it for its etficacy in the beginning and carrying on tht*
work of conversion and sanctification ; and accordingly assert,
that the will has an equal power to determine itself ta good or
evil ; or, that the grace of God aftords no other assistance to
promote the one or fence against the other, than what is objective, or, at least, by supporting our natural faculties ; ajul if
there be any divine concourse, that it consists only in what respects the external dispensations of providence, as a remote
means conducive thereunto, the event hereof depending on
our own conduct or disposition to improve these means I
say, if persons maintain these and such-like doctrines, it is not
to be wondered, when we find them pleading for the possibility of a belieyer's falling totally and finally from the grace of
God. For they who have brought themselves into a state of
grace, may apostatize, or fall from it.
If the free-will of man
first inclined itself to exercise those graces which we call special, such as faith, repentance, love to God, he. then it wiVl
follow, tiiat he may lose them and relapse to the contrary vices ;
and by this means men may plunge themselves into the same
depths of sin and misery from whence they had before escaped ;
and, according to this scheme, there may be, in the course ol
our lives, a great many instances of defection from the gracr?
of God, and recovery to it, and finally, a drawing back unto
perdition : Or if a person be so happy as to recover himself
out of his last apostacy before he leaves the v/otM, then he is
saved ; otherwise he finally perishes. This is a doctrine which
some defend, the contr?ir\' whereunto we shall endeavour to
maintain, as being the sitbj^ct insisted on in this answer.
But before we proceed to the defence thereof, it may not
be amiss to premise something, which may have, at least, a
remote tendencv to dispose us to receive conviction from the
arguments which may be brought to prove it. Thus we may
consider that the contrary side of the question is in itself less
desirable, if it could be defended.
It is certain, that the doctrine of the possibility of the saints falling from grace, tends
:

very much to abate that delight and comfort which the believer has in the fore-views of the issue and event of his present
It is a very melancholy thought to consider, that Yki
state.
who is ROW advanced to the very borders of heaven, may be
cast down into hell ; or that, though he has at present an interest in the special and discriminating love of God, he ma)
afterwards bccoinc the object of his batrcd, so as never to be
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hold his face with joy

in a future world ; or that, though hJa
a rock, yet his goings are not established ;
he is walking in a plain and safe path, yet he may be

feet are set

though

upon

ensnared, entangled, and fall, so as never to rise again ; that
though God be his friend, yet he may suffer him to fall into
the hands of his enemies, and be ruined and undone thereby,
as though his own glory were not concerned in his coming oft*
victorious over them, or connected with the salvation of his
people
So that as this doctrine renders the state of believers
very precarious and uncertain, it tends effectually to damp
their joys, and blast their expectations, and subject them to
perpetual bondage ; and it is a great hindrance to their offering praise and thanksgiving to God, whose grace is not so much
magnified towards them, as it would be, had they ground to
conclude that the work which is now begun, should certainly
be brought to perfection.
And on the other hand, the doctrine Vv^hich we are to main:

tain, is in itself so

very comfortable, that

if

we were, at prewe cannot but
the mind of God

sent, in suspense concerning the truth thereof,

:
desire that it may appear to be agreeable to
It is certainly a very delightful thing for us to be assured, that
what is at present well, shall end well ; that they who are
brought to believe in Christ, shall for ever abide with him j
and that the work of grace, which, at present, affords so fair
i.nd pleasing a prospect of its being at last perfected in glory,
This will have a tendency to enhance our
r-.hall not miscarry.
joy in proportion to the ground we have to conclude that the
work is true and genuine j and it will excite our thankfulness
to God, when we consider, that he who is the author, will also
be the finisher of faith So that it is certain this doctrine deserves confirmation ; and accordingly we shall endeavour to
establish cur faith therein in the following method ;
shall consider what we are to understand by persevere
I.
sng j« grace, or falling from it.
shall prove, that the best believers would certainly
IL
So that their
fall from grace, were they left to themselves
perseverance therein, is principally to be ascribed to the power
:

We

We

:

of God, which keeps them, through

We

faith,

unto salvation.

what ground we have to conclude
that tile saints shall persevere in grace ; and so explain and il-»
to
lustrate the several arguments insisted on in this answer
which v/e shall add some others taken from several scriptures
by which this doctrine may be defended.
iV. We shall endeavour to answer some objections that are
III.

shall consider,

',

generally brought against it.
I.
shall consider what v/e are to understand
fSY^nng in grace, or falling from it.

We

by per-

.
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When we speak of a person as persevering in grace,this
1
supposes that he has the truth ot grace.
do not hereby
intend that a person may not fall away from a profession of
faith ; or that no one can lose that which we generally call
common grace, which, in many things, bears a resemblance to
We have before considered, that there
that which is saving.
is a temporary faith, whereby persons appear religious, while
it comports with their secular interest ; bat when they are called by reason of persecution or tribulation, which may arise for
the sake of the gospel, to forego their worldly interests, or quit
their pretensions to religion, they fall away, or lose that grace
which they seemed to have^ as the Evangelist expresses it,
read of some whose hope of salvation is
Luke viii. 18.
like the spider's web, or the giving up of the ghost ; but these
are described not as true believers, but hypocrites.
It is beyond dispute that such may apostatize, and not only lay aside
the external practice of some religious duties, but deny and
oppose the doctrines of the gospel, which they once assented

We

We

to the truth of.
2. It is certain that true believers
sins ; but yet they shall be recovered

may

into very great

fall

and brought again to repentance therefore we must distinguish between their dishonouring Christ, disobeying his commands, and thereby provoking him to be angry with him ; and their falling away totally from him.
We have before considered, when we proved
:

is not attainable in this life, that the best men
are sometimes chargeable with great failings and defects. And
indeed, sometimes their sins are very heinously aggravated,
their conversation in the mean while discovering that they are
destitute of the actings of grace, and that to such a degree that
they can hardly be distinguished from those who are in an un-

that perfection

rcgenerate state : accordingly it is one thing for a believer not
to be able to put forth those acts of grace which he once did ;
and another thing for him to lose the principle of grace : it
would be a very preposterous thing to say, that when David
sinned in the matter of Uriah, the principle of grace exerted
itself; yet it was not wholly lost.
It is not the same in this
case, as in the more common instances of the saints' infirmities, which they are daily chargeable with, in which, the conflict that there is between the flesh and spirit appears ; for
when corrupt nature exerts itself in such a degree that it leads
persons to the commission of deliberate and presumptuous sins,
they hardly appear to be believers at that time nevertheless if
we compare what they were before they fell, with what they
shall be when brought to repentance, we may conclude, that
;hey did not, by their fall, bring them'-elVes altogether into a
rute of unregeneracy.
:
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3. It is beyond dispute, that as a believer may be destitute
of the acts of grace ; so he may lose the comforts thereof, and
sink into the depths of despair.
Of this we have several instances recorded in scripture, which are agreeable to the experiences of many in our day thus the Psalmist, at one time,
speaks of himself, as cast doxun^ and his soul disquieted within
him^ Psal. xliii. 5. and cxvi. 3. And at another time he says,
The sorro7vs of death compassed me, and the pains cf hell gat
hold upon 7ne. And elsewhere he complains, Will the Lord cast
offfor ever? will he be favourable no more? is his mercy clean
gone for ever? doth his promise fail for evermore ? hath God
forgotten to be gracious ? hath he in anger shut up his toider
:

—

9.
mercies^ Psal. Ixxvii. 7
And again, a believer is represented as being altogether destitute of a comfortable sense of
the divine lov'e, when complaining, Thou hast laid me in the
Thy wrath lieth hard uploxvcst pit, in darkness, in the deeps.
on vie, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. Wilt thou
shew -wonders to the dead? Shall the dead arise and praise thee?
Shall thy loving kindness be declared in the grave, or thyfaithfidness in destruction? Thy fierce wrath goeth over me, thy
And it is certerrors have cut me off", Psal. Ixxxviii. 6. ^c.
tain, that when at any time he falls into very great sins, which
seem inconsistent with a state of grace, he has no present evidence that he is a believer ; and is never favoured with a com.fortable sense of his interest in Christ, nor is the joy of God's
salvation restored to him, till he is brought unfeignedly to repent of his sin. Former experiences will not evince the truth
of grace, wliile he remains impenitent. It is a bad sign when
any one, who formerly appeared to have the truth of grace,
but is now fallen into great sins, concludes himself to be in a
state of grace, without the exercise of true rej>entance ; for
however,
this can be deemed little better than presumption
:

God, whose mercy is infinitely above our deserts, will, in the
end, recover him ; though, at present, he does not look like
one of his children.
4.
tally,

There are some who suppose that a believer may fall tothough not finally from grace. And their reason for it

is this ; because they conclude, as they have sufficient warrant
to do, from scripture, that they shall not fall finally, inasmuch
as the purpose of God concerning election, must stand; if they
had not been chosen to salvation they would never have been
brought into a state of grace they are supposed, before they
>fell, to have been sanctified ; whereas sanctification is insepa:

rably connected with salvation ; and therefore, though they
consider them, at this time, as having lost the grace of sanctiiication, and so to have fallen totallv ; yet they shall be re;

overedjand

th-^refore not fall frn^lly,

Sanctification is Christ's
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;
and where grace is purchased for any one, a price
of redemption is paid ior his deliverance from condemnation;
and consequently he shall be recovered and saved at hist,
though, at present, he is, according to their oninion, totally

l^urchase

faller,.

These suppose, not only that the acts of grace may be lost,
but the Very principle, and the reason hereof is, because they
cannot see, how great and notorious sins, such as those committed by David, Peter, Solomon, and some others, can conthis indeed cuts the knot of some
sist with a principle of grace
difficulties that seem to attend the doctrine of the saints perseverance, though falling into great sins nevertheless, I think
it may easily be proved, which we shall endeavour to do, that
they shall be preserved from a total, as well as a final apostacy : or, that when they fall into great sins, they do not lose the
principle of grace, though it be, at present, innactivc ; whicli
we shall take occasion to insist on, more particularly under a
following head, when we consider that argument mentioned iu
this answer for the proof of this doctrine taken ffom the Spirit
and seed of God abiding in a believer, as that which preserves
:

:

him from a

a final apostacy.
consider, that the best believers would
certainly fall from grace, were they left to themselves : so that
their perseverance therein is principally to be ascribed to the
power of God, that keeps them through faith unto salvation.
This is particularly observed in this answer, in which several
arguments are laid clown to prove the doctrine of the saints*
perseverance in grace, and it is supposed to be founded on his
II.

Wc

total as well as

shall

now

power, and will, to maintain it. God is styled the preserver
of mcn^ Job vii. 20. inasmuch as he upholds all things by the
word of his power, so that independency on him is inconsistent
with the idea of our being creatures and we have no less
ground to conclude, that iiis power maintains the new creature,
or that grace, which took its fast rise from him. Should he
;

or forsake us, v.x could not put forth the least act of grace»
less persevere therein.
When man at first came out ot
the hands of God, he was endowed with a greater ability to
stand than any one, excepting our Saviour, has been favoured
with, since sin entered into the world ; yet he apostatized, not
from any necessity of nature, but by adhering to that temptation which he might have withstood.
Then how unable is he
to stand in his present state, who is become weak, and, though
brought into a state of grace, renewed and sanctified but in
part; having still the remainders of corruption, which maintain a constant opposition to the prir.ciple of grace ? Our perseverance in grace cannot therefore be owing to ourselves ; acrordingly the apostle ascribes this to a divine handj when he

fail

much

y
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fays, that tveare kept
1 Pet. i. 5.

brj

the

power of God through faith

iinii^

r:alvation^

A

late celebrated writer, on the other side of the question,*
attempts to evade the force of this argument to prove the doctrine of perseverance, though I think, without much strength
of reasoning, when he says; that all who are preserved to
isalvation, are kept by the power of God, but not that all believers are so kept.
I'o which it may be replied, that all believers, whose character answers that of the church, to which the apostle writes'^
shall be saved ; namely, all who are begotten again unto a livc"
iy hopCy by tke resurrection of Jesus Christy to an inheritance
incorruptible and undefiledy and thatfadetk not away^ reserved
in heaven for them; yvhosefaith^ after it has been tried, shall
be found unto praise^ and honour^ and glory ^ at the appearing
of Jesus Christy 1 Pet. i. 3, 4, 7. I say, these shall certainly
be saved : therefore, if all who are thus preserved to salvation,
are kept by the power of God, this is all we need contend for»
And whereas he adds, that when they are said to be kept
through faith, the meaning is, they are kept, if they continue
To this it may be replied, That their continuin the faith.
ance in the faith was put out of all dispute, by what is said
concerning tViera in the words going before and following, as

now

referred to.

more than

this

;

And as to his argument, it
that they shall be kept by the

amounts to no
power of God,

if they keep themselves ; or they shall persevere if they persevere, to which I need make no reply.
But since our main design in this head is not to prove that
believers shall persevere, which we reserve to our next but
to shew that whatever we assert concerning their perseverance,
take its rise from God ; we shall consider this as plainly conAccordingly the apostle speaks of the
tained in scripture.
',

Lord's delivering himfrpm every evil wori, and preserving him,
to his heavenly kingdom^ 2 Tim. iv. 18. Jude, ver. 1. and the
apostle Jude speaks of believers as sanctified by God the Father^
and preserved in Jesus Christy and calledy or as being first
called, and then preserved by God the Father, through the intervention of Christ, our great Mediator, till they are brought
to glory.
And our Saviour, in his affectionate prayer for his
church, a little before he left the world, says. Holy Father
keep,, through thine own ncme, those zuhom thou hast given
me,, John xvii. 11. which not only proves that the perseverance
of the saints is owing to God, but that the glory of his own
name is concerned herein ; therefore it is not from ourselves,
but him and there is another scripture, in which our Saviour,
speaks of the perseverance of his sheep in gracC; nrd c.f Y-X?.
:

*

S"
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giving them eternnl life, and adds, that tkaj shall never perish,
neither shall any pluck them out of his hand^ chap. x. 28. therefore it is owing to his care, as the great Shepherd of the sheep,
and to his power, that is superior to that of all those who at-

tempt to destroy them, that they

shall persevere in grace.

And

this leads us to consider,

III. What ground we have to conclude that the saints shall
persevere in grace, and so explain and illustrate the arguments
insisted on in this answer, together with some others that may
be taken from the sense of several scriptures, by which this
doctrine may be defended.
1. The saints' perseverance in grace may be proved from the
finchangeable love of God, and his decree and purpose, relating to their salvation, in which it is discovered and executed.
That God loved them with a love of good-will, before they
were inclined to express any love to him, is evident j because
their love to him is assigned as the effect and consequence of
his love to them, as the apostle says, We love him because he
Therefore this love of God to
Jirst loved us ^ 1 John iv. 19.
his people, must be considered as an immanent act; froni

whence it follows, that it was from eternity^ since all God's
immanent acts are eternal and this is particularly expresscl
by the prophet, when he says, The Lord hath appeared of old
zmto me, sai/ing-^ I'ea^ I have loved thee rvith an everlasting
love, Jer. xxxi. 3.
If this be meant of a love that shall never
have an end, it plainly proves the doctrine we are defending
but inasmuch as the v/ords that immediately follow. Therefore^
with lo'ding kindness have I drawn thee, seem to intimate that
as his
this everlasting love is that which was from everlasting
drawing them or bringing them into a converted state is the
result hereof: therefore this everlasting love is the same as his
:

;

If there be such an
eternal purpose, or design to save them.
eternal purpose relating to their salvation, this necessarily infers their perseverance ; and that there vras such a design in
God has been already proved under a foregoing answer *. And

who are the objects of this eternal purpose of grace arc
frequently described, in scripture, as believers, inasmuch as
faith and salvation are inseparably connected together ; therefore, the execution of God's purpose in giving faith, necessarily infers the execution thereof, in saving them that believe.
That this purpose of gi-ace is unchangeable, has been before

they

proved f; and may be farther argued from what the apostle
speaks concerning the immutahiUty cfhis counsel, shewn to the
heirs cfpromise, as the ground of that stro?ig- co?isolution which
they have who ars flying for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
Therefore, if God cannot change
hifore them, Heb. vi. 17, 18.
•

See Vol

I.
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"
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his purpose, relating to the salvation of believers, it necessari-'
ly follows, tliat they shall certainly attain this salvation, and
consequently, that they shall persevere in grace.
Obj. To this it will be objected, that though God may be

said to love his people, while they retain their integrity, yet
may provoke him by their sins to cast them off; therefore the present exercise of divine love to them is no certain

they

argument that it shall be extended to the end, so as that, by
virtue hereof, he will enable them to persevere, and then bring
them to glory.
Ansiv. To this it may be replied ; that we do not deny that
believers, by their sins, may provoke God so far, as that, if he
should mark their iniquities, or deal with them according to
the demerit thereof, he Would cast them off for ever ; but this
he will not do, because it is inconsistent with his purpose to
recover them from their backslidings, and forgive their iniquities.
Moreover, it cannot be denied, that, notwithstanding
God's eternal love to them, there are many instances of his hatred and displeasure expressed in the external dispensations of
his providence, which are as often changed, as their conduct
towards him is changed ; but this does not infer a change in
God's purpose he may testify his displeasure against them,
or as the Psalmist expresses it. Visit their transgressions with
the rod^ and their iniquities -with stripes^ Psal. Ixxxix. 32.
Nevertheless he cannot change his resolution to save them
and therefore, by some methods of grace, he will recover them
iroin their backslidings, and enable them to persevere in grace,
since his counsel shall stand, and he will do all his pleasure.
2. Another argument to prove the saints' perseverance, may
be taken from the covenant of grace, and the many promises
respecting their salvation, which are contained therein.
That
this may appear, let it be considered,
(1.) That Christ was appointed to be the head of this covenant, as was observed in a foregoing answer * ; and accordingly there was an eternal traiisaction between the Father and
him ; in which, all things were stipulated in the behalf of his
elect, whom he therein represented, which relate to their everlasting salvation.
In this covenant God the Father, not only
promised that he should have a seed to serve him^ Psal. xxii.
30. but that he should see his seed; and that the pleasure of the
Lord, with relation to them, should prosper in his hand; that
he should see of the travel of his soul, and be satisfied, Isa. liii.
10, 11. which implies, that he should see the fruits and effects
oi all that he had done and suffered for them, in order to their
salvation; and this is not spoken of some of them, but of all;
and it could not have had its accomplishment, were it possible for them not to persevere in grace.
:

*

S:e Yo. U. page 170, 171.
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(2.) In tills covenant, Christ has undertaken to keep them,
as the result of his^ becoming a Surety for them, in which he

not onlv engaged to pay the debt of obedience and sufferings
was due from them, which he has already done ;) but that
he would work all that grace in them which he purchased by
his blood ; and he has already begun this work in them which
is not yet accomplished
can we therefore suppose that he will
not bring it to perfection, nor enable them to endure to the end,
that they may be saved, which would argue the greatest unfaithfulness in him, who is styled Faithful and True ?
Moreover, as there are engagements on Christ's part, relating hereunto, and in pursuance thereof, they are said to be in
his hand ; so the Father has given them an additional security,
that they shall be preserved from apostasy ; and therefore they
are also said to be in his hand ; from whence ?iC7ie can pluck
them out ; and from thence it is argued, that they shall never
perishy John x. 28. 29. And we may observe, that the life
which Christ is said to give them respects not only the beginning thereof, in the first grace which they are made partakers
of in conversion ; but it is called eternal life^ which certainly
denotes the completing of this work in their everlasting salvathat

:

tion.

(3.) The subject-matter of the promises contained in the covenant of grace, relates not only to their sanctification here, but

salvation hereafter; in which respect it is called an everlasting
covenant^ and the mercies thereof, the sure mercies of David^
Isa. Iv. 3, 4. that is, either those mercies which David, who
had an interest in this covenant, was given to expect ; or mercies which Christ had engaged to purchase and bestow, who is
here called David, as elsewhere, Hos, iii. 5. inasmuch as David was an eminent type of him, as well as because he was his
seed according to the flesh ; and that tills is the more probable sense of the two, appears froni the following words, in
which he is said to be given for a witness to the people, a leader
and commander to the people and if these mercies are in
Christ's hand to apply, it is no wonder that they are styled
.\

sure mercies.

We

might here consider the covenant of grace as containing in it all the promises that respect the beginning, carrying
on, or completing the salvation of his people and these relate
not only to what God will do for them ; but what he will enable them to be, and do, in those things that concern their faithfulness to him, whereby they have the highest security that
they shall behave themselves as becomes a covenant-people.
Thus he assures them, that he will be to them a God, that is,
that he will glorify his divine perfections in bestowing on them
the special and distinguishing blessings of the covenant; and
;
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that they shall be to him a people, that is, shall behave thcm^
selves so as that they shall not, by apostacy from him, oblige
him to disown his relation to them, or exclude them from his

covenant. He has not only encouraged them to expect those
great things that he would do for them, provided they yielded
obedience to his law but that he would put his law itito their
inward parts, and write it in their hearts, whereby they might
be disposed to obey him and when he says, that they shall
teach no viore every man his neighbour, and every man his bro'
ther, saying. Know the Lord, he gives them to understand that
they should not only teach or instruct one other in the knowledge of God, which respects their being favoured with the
external means of grace ; but that they should all know hiniy
from the least of them unto the greatest^ This not only denotes
that they should have a speculative knowledge of divine truth,
but a saving knowledge thereof; which is inseparably connected with life eternal, John xvii. 3. as appears from its being accompanied with, or flowing from forgiveness of sin, as it
immediately follows; for I will forgive their iniquity ; and
this is expressed with a peculiar emphasis, which is certainly
inconsistent with their falling from a justified state, when it is
said, I zvill re7nember their sin no more, Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. And
elsewhere, when God speaks of his jnakiiig an everlasting covenant with his people, chap, xxxii. 40. he promises that he
Tvill not turn away from them- to do them good; and, inasmuch
as they are prone, b) reason of the deceitfulness of their hearts,
to turn aside from him, he adds, I xvill put mij fear in their
hearts, that they shall not depart from me ; it is not only said
that he will net turn from them, if they fear him ; but he gives
them security in this covenant, that they shall fear him can
we therefore conclude that they, in %vhom this covenant is so
far made good, tlvu God has put his fear in their hearts, which
is supposed in their beinp^ believers, shall not attain the other
blessing promised, to wit, that of their not departing from him ?
Moreover, the stability of this covenant, as a foundation of
the saints' perseverance, is set forth bj^ a metaphor, taken from
the most hxed and stable parts of nature ; and it is said to ex-^
reed them herein ; The monntains shall depart and the hills be
removed, hut my kindness shall not depart from thee; neither
ihall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, that
hath rnerci; on tkee, Isa. liv. 10.
Object. The principal objection that is brought to enervate
the force of this argument taken from those promises of the
covenant, which respect the saints' perseverance, is, that they
are to be considered either as conditional, and the conditions,
thereof not fulfilled, in which case they are not obliging, and
therefore Cod is not bound to give salvation to those to whora
:
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fie has promised It, upon these conditions ; or else they are to
be considered as made to a political body, viz. the Jewish nation, in which case it is not to be supposed that they respect
their eternal salvation, but only some temporal deliverance
which they were to be made partakers of, that belonged to that
church in general ; for everlasting salvation is never considered
as a blessing that shall be applied to whole nations, how much
soever an whole nation may partake of the common gifts of
divine bounty which are bestowed in this world.
Ansxv* In answer to this objection, in both its branches, I
need only refer to what has been said elsewhere. As to the
former branch thereof, we have endeavoured to shew how those
scriptures are to be understood which are laid down in a conditional form, without supposing that they militate against the
absoluteness of God's purpose, or its unchangeableness, and
independency on the conduct of men.* And as to the latter
branch thereof; what has been said in answer to an objection
of the like nature, brought against the doctrine of election by
Dr. Whitby, and others, who suppose that the blessings, which
the elect are said to be made partakers of in scripture, respect
the nation of the Jews, or the church in general, and not a particular number chosen out of them to salvation; and that the
promises which are directed to them, are only such as they
were given to expect, as a church or political body of men,
may well be applied to our present purpose, and serve as an

answer to this objection ;f therefore all that I shall add by way
of reply to it, in this place, is,
[l.] If any thing be annexed to these promises of the covenant, that gives occasion for some to conclude, that it is conditional, we must take heed that we do not understand such

expressions as denoting the dependance of God's determinaman ; as though his purpose relating to the salvation of his people were indeterminate, and it
were a matter of doubt with him, as well as with us, whether
he, should fulfil it or no ; because it is uncertain whether the
conditions thereof shall be performed ; for this supposition is
but, if, on the other
inconsistent with the divine perfections
hand, we suppose that the grace or duty annexed to the promise, must have some idea of a condition contained in it ; this
may be understood according to the tenor of God's revealed
will, as denoting nothing else but a condition of _pur expectation, or of our claim to the blessing promised ; and then nothing can be inferred from hence, but that some who lay claim
to, or expect salvation, without performing the condition thereof, may apostatize, and so miss of it ; which does not in the
least militate against the doctrine we arc defending.
tions on the arbitrary will of
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And to this we may farther add, that when such a condition is annexed to a promise (for I will not decline to call it so,
in the sense but now laid down) and there is another promise
added, in which God engages that he will enable them to perform this condition, that is equivalent to an absolute promise
and of this kind are those conditions that are mentioned in the
scriptures before referred to, as has been already observed.
When God promises that he will be a God to them, that he
will forgive their iniquities, and never reverse the sentence of
forgiveness, or remember their sins no more, and that he will
never turn away from them to do them good ; he, at the same
time promises, that he will put his law in their inward parts,
and write it in their hearts, and put his fear in their hearts, and
so enable them to behave themselves as his people, or to be
to him a people
and when God sets forth the stability of his
covenant, and intimates that it should not be removed, he adds,
that his kindness shall not depart from them, which kindness
does not barely respect some temporal blessings which he
would bestow upon them, but his extending that grace to them
that should keep them faithful to him ; and therefore he says,
that in righteousness theij should he established ; which contains a prontiise to maintain grace in them, without which they
;

could hardlv be said to be established in righteousness, as well
as that he would perform the other things promised to them in
this covenant.
[2«] As to the other branch of the objection, in which the
promises are considered as given to the church in general, or
to the Jews, as a political body of men ; and that this cannot be
supposed to respect their everlasting salvation, but only some
temporal blessings which they should enjoy, it may be replied.
That this is to be determined by the express words contained
in the promise if God tells them that he will do that for them
which includes more in it than the blessings which they are
supposed to enjoy, that are of a temporal nature, we are not to
conclude that there is nothing of salvation contained in them,
when the words seem to imply that there is. And though these
promises are said to be given to the Jews, as a political body
of men, and there are some circumstances therein, which have
an immediate and particular relation to them yet the promises of special grace and salvation were to be applied only by
those who believed amongst them ; and the same promises are
to be applied by believers in all ages ; or else we must understand those scriptures only as an historical relation of things
that do not belong to us ; which would tend very much to
detract from the spirituality and usefulness of many parts of
:

:

scripture.
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which, when first made, had a particular relation to God'a
dealings with his people in those circumstances in which they
were at that time ; which, notwithstanding, are applied in a
more extensive manner, to New Testament believers in all
ages. Thus when God tells his people, in the scripture before
referred to, that all thij children shall be taught of the Lord^
Isa. liv. 13. whatever respect this may have to the church of the
Jews, our Saviour applies it in a more extensive way, as belonging to believers in all ages, when he says, Every man therefore
that hath heard and learned of the Father^ cometh unto me^ John
vi. 45. And when God promises Joshua that he would not fail
nor forsake him^ and encourages him thereby, not to fear nor
6c dismayed^ Josh. i. 5, 9. when he was to pass over Jordan,
into the land of Canaan ; and after that, to engage in a work
which was attended with many difficulties this promise is applied, by the apostle, as an inducement to believers, in his day,
to be content zvith such thing's as they have; accordingly he
adds, that what God told Joshua of old, the same was written
for their encouragement, viz. that he woidd never leave them^
cannot therefore but connor forsake them, Heb. xiii. 5.
clude from hence, that this objection is of no force in either of
its branches, to overthrow the doctrine of the saints' perseverance, as founded on the stability of the promises of the covenant of grace.
3. The saints' perseverance in grace may be farther proved
from their inseparable union with Christ this union is not only
federal, as he is the head of the covenant of grace, and they
his members, whose salvation he has engaged to bring about, as
was observed under the last head ; but he may be considered
also as their vital head, from whom they receive spiritual life
and influence ; so that as long as they abide in him, their spiritual life is maintained as derived from him : if we consider
the church, or the whole election of grace as united to him, it
is called. His body, Col. i. 24. the fulness of him that filleth ail
in all, Eph. i. 23. and every believer being a member of this
body, or a part, if I may so express it, of this fulness, if it
should perish and be separated from him, his body would be
defective, and he would sustain a loss of that which is an ingredient in his fulness.
Moreover, as this union includes in it that relation between
Christ and his people, which is, by a metaphorical v.'ay of speaking, stvled conjugal;* and accordingly is mutual, as the result
of his becoming theirs by an act of grace, and they his by an ace
of self-dedication ; this is the foundation of mutual love, which
:
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%'iolate ; and though their love to him be in itself subject t©
change, through the prevalcncy of corrupt nature, which tod
much inclines them to be unstedfast in this marriage-covenant;
yet he will recover and bring them back to him, and will not
deal with them as persons do with strangers, whom they ex*
elude from their presence or favour, if they render themselves
unworthy of it ; but they who stand in a nearer relation to him,
and accordingly are the objects of his special love, shall not be
cast off for ever, how much soever he may resent their unworthy behaviour to him. Not to be separate from Christ, is, according to the apostle's expression, not to be separated from
his love ; and this, he says, he was persuaded that he should
not be, or that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, 7ior any other creature shall be able to do it,

Rom.
his

vili. 35, 38, 39. Accordingly it is saidj that havi7ig loved
own, zvhich were in the xvorld, he loved them unto the end^

John xiii. 1.
Here I cannot but take notice of a very jejune and empty
sense which some give of this text, to evade the force of the
argument taken from it, to prove the doctrine we are maintaining. How plausible soever it may seem to be to those who
conclude that this must be the true sense, because it favours
their own cause by his own they mean no other than Christ's
disciples, whom he was at that time conversant With
and indeed, they apply v;hatever Christ says, in some following chap*
:

*,

them, exclusive of all others; as when he says, Te are
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, chap*
XV. 19. and because I live, ye shall live also, chap. xiv. 19.
This, they suppose, respects them in particular ; and so in the
text before us, having loved his own which xvere in the world;
that is, his own disciples ; as though he had a propriety in none
but them ; he loved the?n to the end; that is, not to the end of
theif lives ; for that would prove the doctrine we are maintaining, but to the end of his life, which was now at hand and
his love to them, they suppose to be expressed in this, that he
condescended to v/ash their feet. But if this were the sense of
the words, his love to them would not be so extraordinary a
privilege as it really is ; for it would be only an instance of
human and not divine love. And indeed, our happiness consists, not only in Christ's loving us to the end of his life i but
in his continuing to express his love in his going into heaven
to prepare a place, and there making continual intercession for
us ; and in the end, in his coming again to receive us to himself, that where he is, we may be also ; which leads us to con-»
ters, to

,*

sider,

4.

That the

saints'

perseverance farther appears from Christ's
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them. Tliis hns been particularly expUiined in a foregoing answer;* and the apostle speaking cf
his €i>€r living;- to make intercession for his people, infers th:r:
Ac is able to nave them to the uttermost that tome unto God by
him^ Heb. vii. 25. This he could not be s lid to do, should he
leave the work M'hich he has begun in them, imperfect, and
Siufler them, who come to liim by faith, to apostatize from liim.
have before considered Christ's intercession, as including
in it his appearing in the presence of God, in the beiialf of
those for whom he offered himself a sacrifice while here on
earth ; and also, that what he intercedes for shall certainly be
granted him, not only because he is the Son of God, in whom
he is well pleased, but because he pleads hi;, own merits ; and
to deny to grant what he merited, would be^ in effect, to deny
tlie sufficiency thereof, as though the purchase had not been
fully satisfactory ; tlierefore we must conclude, as he himself
said oil earth, that the Father heareth him ahvays* It is also
t'vident, that he prays for the perseverance. of his people, as he
says to Peter, I have prayed Jhr thee, that thy Jaith fail not,
Luke xxii. 32. And there are many tilings in that aflectionatu
prayer, mentioned in John xvii. which he put up to God, immediately before his last sufferings, which respect their perseverance in grace; as when he says, Holy Father, keep through
thine oxvn name those xvhom thou hast given me, that they may
^e oyie, as rve are, John xvii. II. and, / pray not that thou
shouldst take them cut of the xvorld, but that thou shouldst keep
them from ike evil, ver. 15. that is, either the evil that often
attends the condition in which tliey are, in the world, that so
the work of grace may not suffer, at least, not miscarry thereby ; or else, that he would keep them from the evil one, that
so they may not be brought again under his dominion ; he also
prays, that they may be made perfect in one, ver. 23. that is,
not only that they may be perfectly joined together in the same
design, but that this unanimity m*y continue till they are
brought to a state of perfection ; and that the xuorld 7nay knoxo
that God has loved them, even as he has loved Christ. And he
cotitlnual intercession for

We

declares his iu)iU; which shews that his intercession is founded
on justice, and accordingly contains in it the nature of a demand, rather than a supplication for what might be given or
denied, namely. That they rvhoin the Father had given him
7night be tilth him xihere he is, that they may behold his glory,
Ver. 24. all which expressions are very inconsistent witli the
supposition, that it is possible that they, whom he thus intercedes for, mav apostatize, or fall short oi salvation.
Object. It is objected by some, that tliis praytr respects
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none but his disciples, who were bis immediate friends and followers, and not believers in all ages and places in the world.
Afiszv. But to this it may be rephed. That the contrary hereunto is evident, from several things which are mentioned in
this prayer, as for instance, he says. That the Father had given
him power over all jiesh ; that he should give eternal life to as
Ttiany as he had given him^ ver. 2. the sense of which words
will sink too low, if we suppose that he intends thereby, thou
hast given me power to dispose of all persons and things in
this world, that I

may

give eternal

li^e to

that small

number

which thou hast given me, namely, my disciples whereas he
speaks of that universal dominion which he has over all persons and things, which were committed to him with this view,
that all those who were put into his hand to redeem and save»
should attain eternal life and again, he says, I have manifested
thy name unto the ?ne?i which thou gavest 7ne out of the world;
thine theij rvere^ and thou gavest them tne, and they have kept
thy xvord^ ver. 6. Did Christ manifest the divine name and
glory to none but those who were his disciples and were there
none but them that had kept his word ? And when he says,
that they whom he prayed for, are the Father's; and adds,
that all mine are thine, and thine are mine ; and I am glorified
:

:

;

in them, ver. 9, 10.

Is the

number of

those,

whom

Christ has

a right to, and the Father has set apart for himself, in whom
he would shew forth his glory, as the objects of his love, and
in whom Christ, as Mediator, was to be glorified, so small, as
that it contained only the eleven disciples ? Or does it not rather respect all that have, or shall believe, from the beginning
to the end of time ? and when he speaks of the world's hating
the7n, because they are not of the world, John xvii. 14, 15. and
of their being exposed to the evils that are in the world, or the
assaults of Satan, who is their avowed enemy ; is this only applicable to the disciples ? And when he says. Neither pray I
for these alone, that is, for those who nov/ believe, but for them
also -which shall believe, ver. 20. does it not plainly intimate that
he had others in view besides his disciples I These, and several other passages in this prayer, are a sufficient evidence that
there is no weight in the objection, to overthrow the argument
we are maintaining.
5. Believers' perseverance in grace may be proved from the
Spirit and seed of God abiding in them. When at first they
were regenerated, it was by the power of the Holy Ghost, as
condescending to come and take up his abode in them thu^s
we read of their being acted by, and under the influence of,
the Holy Ghost, who is said to dwell where he is pleased to
display his divine power and glory ; and if these displays hereof be internal, then he dwells in the heart. Our Saviour speaks
:

;
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of him, as another Comforter given, that he tnay abide witri his
people yor ever^ chap. xiv. 19. And tliis indvvtliing of the Spivery distinct tioin that extraordinary dispensation wiiich
the church had, when they were favoured with inspiration; for
the apostle speaks of it as a privilege peculiar to believers as
such, when he says, 2'e are not in the Jtesh^ but in the Spirit ;
if so be that the Spirit of God dxvell in you: No-w if any man
•have not the Spirit of Christy he is 7ione of his ^ Rom. viii. 9. the
meaning of which cannot be, that they have no interest in
Christ, who have not the extraordinary afflatus of the Spirit,
such as the prophets had ; therefore we must suppose, that this
is a privilege which believers have in all ages. Now if the Spirit is pleased to condescend thus to take up his abjode in the
soul, and that for ever, he will certainly preserve it from
apostacy.
And to this we may add, that there are several fruits and
effects of the Spirit's dwelling in the soul, v.'hich affords an additional proof of this doctrine
thus believers are said to have
ike first fruits of the Spirit.^ ver. 23. that is, they have those
graces wrought in them which are the beginning of salvation;
and as the first fruits ai'e a part of the harvest that will follow,
these are the fore-tastes of the heavenly blessedness which God
would never have bestowed upon them had he not designed
to preserve them from apostasy. jNIoreover, believers are said
to be sealed with that Holy Spirit of proniiae^ xvhich is the earnest of their inheritance^ Eph. i. 13, 14. The earnest, as given
by men, is generally deemed a part of payment, upon which
they who are made partakers thereof, arc satisfied that they
shall, at last, receive the full reward ; and shall believers miss
of the heavenly blessedness, who have such a glorious pledge
and earnest of it ? Again, if we consider the Spirit as bearing
ivitness with their spirits^ that they are the children of God ; and
if children^ then heirs ^ heirs of God, and joint heirs xvtth Christ
and that they shall be glorified together with him, Kom. viii.
16, 17. is this testimony invalid, or not to be depended on»
which it could not be were it possible for them to fall from a
state of grace ?
This testimony is what we depend very much upon, in order
to our attaining assurance that we are in a state of grace, and
shall persevere therein, as will be observed under the next answer ; therefore we shall at present, take it for granted, that
there is such a thing as assurance, or that this blessing is attainable ; and the use which I would make of this supposition
to maintain our present argument, is, that if the Spirit has an
hand in working or encouraging this hope that we ha\e of the
truth of grace, and consequently shall persevere therein to salvation, this argues that it is warrantable, and nbt delusive ; for
rit is
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which is not a reality.
From whence it follows, that it is impossible that they should
apostatize, to whom God has given this good hope through
grace, so that they should fail of that everlasting consolation^
which is connected with it, 2 Thess. ii. IG. This consequence
vill hardly be denied by those who are on the other side of
the question ; and we may observe, that they who oppose the
doctrine of perse\'erance, olways deny that of assurance, especially as proceeding from the testimony of the Spirit: nevertheless, that we may not be misunderstood, we do not say, that
every one who has a strong persuasion that he shall be saved,
shall be saved ; which is no other than enthusiasm ; but our
argument is, in short, this, that if there be a witness of the Spi-*
rit to this truth, that cannot be cliarged therewith, then the doctrine ve are maintaining, is undeniably true, which will more
evidently appear from what v;ill be said in defence of the doctrine of assurance under our next answer.
And therefore we proceed to the other brancli of the argu-inent before-mentioned, to prove this doctrine, namely, that
believers have the seed of God abiding in them ; which i%

he that

is

tation, or put us

upon looking

it

for that

founded on what the apostle says in 1 John iii. 9. Whosoever
2» born of God doth not commit sin ; for his seed obidcth in him^
and he cannot sin because he is born of God; for the under'standing of which let us consider,
(1.) That by the words, he ca?inot commit sin, the apostle
does not intend that such an one is not a sinner, or that there
such a thing as sinlc^is perfection attainable in this life ; for
that is contrary, not only to the whole tenor of scripture, and
daily experience of mankind ; but to what he had expressly
said. If xve say zve have no sin, xve deceive ourselves^ and the

is

not in us, 1 John i. 8. Therefore, in this text, upon
which our present argument is founded, he is, doubtless, speaking of persons committing sins, inconsistent with the truth of
grace, as he says in a foregoing verse. Whosoever sinneth hath
iriith is

not seen him^ neither known him^ chap. iii. 6. it is such a sin
therefore as argues a person to be in a state of unregeneracy
and then, He that committeth tin is of the devil, ver. 8. therefore he certainly speaks of such a commission of sin, as argues
\is to be under the reigning power of the devil
and that this
may plainly appear to be his sense, we may obserye, that he
clsev/here distinguishes between a sin that is vnto death., and a
sin that is not unto death, chap. v. 16, 17. by v/hich he does not
mean, as the Papists suppose, that some sins deserve eternal
dfeath, and others not ; the former of which they call mortal
sins, the latter venial ; but he is speaking of a sin that is incon*
aistent with the prir.ciple ^f grace, and that whigh is consistent
:
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therewith; the former is somrtimes called the pollution that is
in the rvorhi, through lust^ 2 Pet. i. 4. the latter the spot ofGod''s
children^ Dcut. xxxii. 5. The least sin deserves deaths though
they w ho commit it shall not perish, but be brought to repentance ; but the sin unto dt^ath is wilful sin, committed and continued in with impenitency; and with this limitation we arc
to understand the apostle's words, Hexvho is born of God doth
net commit sin.
shall now consider the reason assigned, whv the
(2.)
person he speaks of, cannot, in this sense, commit sin namely, because he is born of God^ and the seed of God abidcth in,
him. To be born of God, is what is elsewhere styled regeneration, or being born of the Spirit, in which there is a principle
of grace implanted, which is here called the seed of God. And,
indied, this metaphorical way of speaking is very expressive
of the thing designed hereby ; for as in nature the seed produces fruit, and in things moral, the principle of action produces
action, as the principle of reason produces acts of reason so in
things spiritual, the principle of grace produces acts of grace
and this principle being from God, which has been largely
proved under a foregoing answer,* it is called here, the seed
cf God.
(3.) This seed of God, or this principle is not barely said
to be in the believer, as that which, for the present, is the
groimd of spiritual actions ; but it is said to remain in him.
As elsewhere Christ speaks of the Spirit as abiding with his
people for ever^ John xiv. 16. so here the apostle speaks of
that principle of grace wrought by the Spirit, as abiding, that
is, continuing for everj and from thence he infers, that a believer cannot sin ; for if he had been only speaking of its being
impUmtcd, but not abiding; all that could be inferred from
thence would be, that he does not sin ; but whereas, he argues
from it, that he cannot sin, that is, apostatize ; it being understood, that this principle abides in him continually; which plainly contains the sense of the argument we arc maintaining,
namely, that because the seed of God abides in a believer,
therefore he cannot apostatize, or fall short of salvation.
They who are on the other side of the question, seem to fmd
it very difficult to evade the force of this argument
some suppose that the apostle intends no more but that he that is bom of
God, should not commit sin ; but that is not only remote from
the sense of the words cannot sin;\ but it does not sufficiently
distinguish one that is born of God, from another that is not so
for it is as much a truth, tliat an unregenerate person ought not
to sin, as when we speak of one that is regenerate.
Others, by not sinning, suppose that the apostle means, they
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sin with difficulty, or they are hardly brought to commit sin;
but as this also does not answer to the sense of the word can'

not sin, so it is inconsistent with that beautiful gradation, which
we may observe in the words. To say that he does not sin ;
and then if he commits sin, it is with some difficulty, is not so
agreeable to that climax, which the apostle makes use of, when
he says, he does not commit sin, yea, he cannot.
Others suppose tliat the apostle's meaning is, that he that is
born of God, cannot sin unto death, or apostatize, so as to fall
hhort of salvation, so long as he makes a right use of this principle of grace, Avhich is implanted in him ; but by opposing and
afterwards extinguishing it, he may become an apostate. But
we may observe ; in answer to this, that the apostle does not
attribute his perseverance in grace, to his making use of the
principle, but his having it, or its abiding in him ; and he sufficiently fences against the supposition of its being possible that
the principle of grace may be wholly lost ; for then this seed
could not be said to abide in him, nor would the inference deduced from its a,biding in him, namely, that he cannot sin, be

Thus, concerning this latter branch of the argument to prove
the saints' perseverance in grace, taken from the seed of God,
abiding in believers : But there is one thing must be observed
before I dismiss this head, viz. That the principle of grace,
"which is signified by this metaphor, though it be, and abide in
a believer; yet it does not ahvays exert itself so as to produce
those acts of grace which would otherwise proceed from it.
This cannot be better illustrated than by a similitude taken from
the soul, which is the principle of reason in man ; though it be
as much so in an infant in the womb as it is in any, yet it is altogether unactive ; for most allow that such have not the exercise of thought or acts of reason ; and when a person is newly
born, it hardly appears that this principle is deduced into act
and in those in whom it has been deduced into act, it may be
rendered stupid, and almost unactive, or at least, so disordered,
that the actions which proceed from it cannot be styled rational, through the influence of some bodily disease, with which
The
it is affected, yet still it remains a principle of reason.
same may be said concerning the principle of grace ; it is certainly an unactive principle in those who are regenerate from
the womb ; and it may cease to exert itself, and be with equal
reason, styled an unactive principle in believers, v/hen they fall
This we
into very great sins, to which it offers no resistance
shall take occasion to apply under a following head, when we
shall consider some objections that are brought against this
doctrine, by those who suppose that believers, when sinning
:

presumptuously, as David, Peter, and others, are said to have
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done, fall totally, though not finally. There was indeed a total suspension oi the activity of this principle, but yet the principle itself was not wholly lost; but more of this in its proper
are therefore bound to conclude, that because thi«
place.
principle abides in thein, they can neither totally nor finally
apostatize, and therefore, that they can neither fi»!i from a state
of grace, nor fail, at last, of salvation.
Thus we have endeavoured to explain and shew the force
of those arguments which are contained in this answer to prove
There arc several
the doctrine of the saints' perseverance.
odiers that might have been insisted on ; and particularly it
may be proved, from the end and design of Christ's death,
which was not only that he might purchase to himself a peculiar people, but that he might purchase eternal life for them ;
and we cannot think that this invaluable price would have beea
given for the procuring of that which should not be applied, in
which respect Christ would be said to die in vain. When a
person gives a price for any thing, it is with this design, that
he or they, for whom he purchased it, should be put into the
possession of it ; which, if it be not done, the price that was
given is reckoned lost, and the person that gave it disappointed hereby.
And this argument mav be considered as having still more
weight in it, if we observe, that the salvation of those whom
Christ has redeemed, not only redounds to their happiness, but
to the glory of God the Father, and of Christ, our great Redeemer. God the Father, in giving Christ to be a propitiation
for sin, designed to bring more glory to his name than by all
Thus our Saviour appeals to him in the close
his other works
of his life, I have glorified thee on the earthy 1 haveJinished the

We

:

work which thou gavest me to do, John xvii. 14. The work
was his, and there was a revenue of glory which he exi>ected
did not only consist in his receiving a
so he might take occasion to advance his grace in forgiving it ; but he is said to be glorified,
when his people are enabled to bear vnich fruity chap. xv. 8.
Therefore the glory of God the Father is advanced by the application of redemption, and consequently by bringing his re-

thereby

;

and

this glory

full satisfaction for sin, that

deemed ones

to perfection.

also glorified, not barely by his having those
honours, which his human nature is advanced to, as the consequence of his finishing the work of redemption, but by the
application thereof to his people ; accordingly he is said to be
glorified in tJiem, chap, xvill. 10. that is, his mediatorial giory
is rendered illustrious by all the grace that is conferred upon
them ; and therefore, certainly hi; will be eminently glorified,
when they are brought to be with him, wh':re he is, to behold

The Son

is
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Now can we suppose, that since the Father and ths
Son designed to have so great a glory redound to them by the
work of our redemption, that they will sustain any loss thereol'^
for want of the application of it to them, for whom it was purhis glory.

If God designed, as the consequence thereof, that the
chased.
saints shouid^sing tiiat new song, Thou art xvortky^ for thou,
tvast slaviy and hast redeemed us to God by thy bloody out ofevery
kindred^ and tongue^ and people^ and nation : And if God the
Father, and the Son, are both joined together, and their glory
celebrated therein, by their ascribing blessings S^orij^ and power, unto him that sitteth upon the throne^ and wito the Lambyfor
Then certainly
ever aiid ever^ Rev. v. 19. compared with 13.
they will not lose this glory ; and therefore, the saints shall be
brought into that state where they shall have occasion thus to
praise and adore them for it.
If it be objected to thig, that God, the. Father and the Son,
will be glorified, though many of his saints should apostatize,
and the death of Christ be, to no purpose, with respect to them,
because all shall not apostatize. The answer to this is plain
that though he could not be said to lose the glory
and easy
he designed, by the salvation of those who persevere, yet some
branches of his glory would be lost, by reason of the apostacy
of others, who fall short of salvation ; and it is a dishonour to
him to suppose that he will lose the least branch thereof, or that
any of those, for whom Christ died, should be for ever lost.
might also add, that for the same reason that we suppose one whom Christ has redeemed, should be lost, all miglit
be lost, and so he would lose all the glory he designed to have
This appears, in that all arc liable
in the M-crk of redemption.
to those temptations, which, if complied with, have a tendency
to ruin them. All are supposed to be renewed and sanctified
but in part, and consequently the work of grace meets with
those obstructions from corrupt nature ; which would certainly
prove too hard for all our strength, and baffle our utmost endeavours to persevere, did not God appear in our behalf, and
keep us by his power. Now, if all need strength from him to
stand, and must say, that without him they can do nothing,
tlien we must either suppose, that that grace is given to all
saints which shall enable them to persevere, or else that it is
given to none ; if it be given to none, but all are left to themselves, then that which overthrows the faiiir of one, would overthrow the faith of all ; and consequently v/e might conclude,
that whatever God the Father, or the Son have done, in order
to the redemption and salvation of the elect might be of none
',

We

effect.

I

might produce many other arguments

saints' perseverance,

but shall conclude

thi;>

in defence

of the

head with two or

f

bF SAINTS^ PERSEVERANCE l^ t'RACt.

21^5^

three scriptures, Avheteby the truth hereof will farther appear:
says to the womim of Samaria, Whosoever
dtinketfi of the luater thai I shall give him^ shall tievcr thirst;
but the xiater that I shall give hitr.^ shall be in him a xvell of

Thus our Saviour

up into co'jrlasting life^ Joh)i iv. 14. Where,
by the water that Christ gives, is doubtless understood the gifts
and graces of the Spirit ; these are not like the waters of u
"water springing

brook, that often deceive the expectation of the traveller ; but
they are a well of water, intimating that a believer shall have
a constant supply of grace and peace till he is brought to the
rivers of pleasure, which are at God's right-hand, and is made
Again, our Saviour says, He that
piirtaker of eternal life.
heareth my xvord and believcth on him that sent tne^ hath ever'
lasting life^ chap. v. 24. i. e. it is as surely his as though he
was in the actual possession of it ; and he farther intimates,
that such are not only justified for the present j but they shall

not come into condemnation

certainly this implies that their
impossible for them to pe-

;

salvationr is so secure as that

it is

rish eternally.

Another scripture that

plainly proves this doctrine, is in

2

Nevertheless the foundation ofGodstandeth sure^
having this seal^ the Lord knoweth them that are his ; and let'every one that naineth the name of Christ depart from ini(juity ;
in which words the apostle encourages the church to hope for
perseverance in grace, after they had had a sad instance of two
persons of note, viz. Hymeneus and Philetus, who had not
oi-i[y erred from the truth, hut overthrozvn the faith of some ;
and he cautions every one, who makes a profession ol religion,
as they would be kept from apostatizing, to depart from iniquity, q* d. since many of you are ready to fear that your faith
shall be overduown, as well as that of others, by the sophistry
or cunning arts of those apostates Vvho lie in wait to deceive,

Tim.

ii.

19.

you may be assured that their state is safe, who are built upon
that foundation which God has laid, that chief corner stone
electa precious, viz. Christ, en zuha'm he that believcth, shall not
he confounded, 1 Pet. ii. 6. or else, that the instability of human conduct shall not render it a matter of uncertainty, whether
they, who are ordained to eternal life, shall be saved or no ;
for that depends on God's purpose, relating hereunto, which is
a sure foundation, and has this seal annexed to it, whereby our"
faith herein may be confirmed, that they whom God has set
apart for himself, and lays a special claim to, as his chosen and
redeemed ones, whom he has foreknown and loved with an everlasiing love, shall not perish eternally, because the purpose
of God cannot be frustrated. But ina'^much as there is no special revelation given to particular persons, that they are the objects

of this purpose

Vox,,

in.

zi grr^ce

;

E

th^ircTore

t

everv one that nr.mea
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or professes the name of Christ ought to use the utmost caii"
be not ensnared j let them depart from all iniquity, and not converse with those who endeavour to overthrow
And, indeed, all that are faithful shall be kept
thtir faith.
from iniquity by God, as they are here given to understand
that it is their duty to endeavour to depart from it, and consequently they shall be kept from apostacy. This seems to be
the sense of these words ; and it is agreeable to the analogy of
faith, as well as a plain proof of the doctrine which we are
maintaining.
late writer*, by the foundation of God^ -which standetk
sure^ supposes the doctrine of the resurrection is intended*
which Hymeneus and Philetus denied, saying, that it zvas past
already ; this doctrine, says he, which is a fundamental article
of faith, standeth sure, having" this seal the Lord knoweth them
But
that are his ; that is, he ioveth and approveth of them.
though it be true the resurrection is spoken of in the foregoing
versc, and we do not deny that it is a fundamental article of
faith ; yet that does not seem to be the meaning of the v^ordfounFor if by the resurrection we understand
dationy in this text.
the doctrine of the general resurrection of the dead, I cannot
see where the force of the apostle's argument lies, viz. that
there shall be a general resurrection, because the Lord knoweth who are his, since the whole woi'ld are to be raised from
the dead. But if by the resurrection we are to imderstand a
resurrection to eternal life, so that they M'^ho are known or beloved of God, shall have their part in it, and the apostle's method of reasoning be this, that they who believe shall be raistion, that they

A

; that is, so far from militating against the arare maintaining, that it is agreeable to the sense we
have given of the text, and makes for, rather than against us.
As to what is farther advanced by the author but now men-

ed

to eternal life

gument we

tioned, viz. that the Lord knoweth who are his, is to be taken for
that regard which God had to his apostles and ministers. This
seems too great a strain on the sense of the words, and so
much different from the scope of the apostle therein, as well as
disagreeable to the caution given, that every one xvho names the

Tiame of Christ should depart from iniquity, that no one who
reads the scriptures without prejudice, can easily give into this
sense of the text.
I shall mention but one scripture more for the proof of this
doctrine, and that is in 1 John ii, 19.
They went outfrom us^
but they were not of us ; for if they had been of us, they would,
no doubt, have continued -with us ; but they rvent out, that they

might be tnade manifest that

theij

were not

• See fVMtby's Discourse^ Uc.

all

of us

;

Pc^^—67, 68, 463.

for the ua-

;
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it be considered, that the apostle is
speaking of some who were formerly members of the church,
who afterwards tm-ned apostates and open enemies to Christ,

(flerstawding of which, let

and his gospel It is plain that the words they rvent out from us^
and they xvere not ofiis^ must be taken in different respects,
otherwise it would imply a contradiction, to say that a person
departed from the faith and communion of the church, when he
never embraced it, or had communion with it ; but if they understand it thus, they left the faith and communion of the
:

church because they were Christians only in pretence, and did
not heartily embrace the faith on which the church was built
nor were they really made partakers of that grace, which the
apostles, and other faithful members of the church, had received from God, as being effectually called thereb)', the sense is
very plain and easy, viz. That there were some false professors,
who made a great shew of religion, and were admitted into
communion with the church, and, it may be, some of them
preached the gospel, and were more esteemed than others ;
but they apostatized ; for tbey had not the truth of grace, but
were like the seed that sprang up without having root in itself,
which afterwards withered; whereas, if they had had this grace
it would have been abiding, and so they would, xvithout doubt^
says the apostle, have contmued unth us ; but by their apostacy
it appears, that they were not, in this sense, of our number,
that

is

believers.

They who understand this scripture, not of persons who were
members of the church, but ministers, that first joined themselves with the apostles, and afterwards deserted them, and
their doctrine, advance nothing that tends to overthrow the argument we are maintaining ; for we may then understand
the words thus, they pretended to be the true ministers of

Jesus Christ, and doubtless, to be, as the aposdes were, men
of piefy and religion, for, in other respects, they were of them
visibly, whilst they preached the same doctrines ; but afterwards, by departing fi'om the faith, it appeared, that though
they were ministers they were not sincere Christians, for if
they had, they would not have apostatized.
shall now proceed to consider the objections that
iV.
are usually brought against the doctrine of the saints' perseve-

We

rance in grace.
Object. 1. It is objected, that there are several persons mentioned in scripture, who appear to have been true believers,
and yet apostatized, some totally, as D.ivid and Peter; others
not only totally, but finally, in which number Solomon is included ; and others are described as rpostates, such as Hymeneus nnd Alexander, who are said concerning faith^ to have
made shipwreck^ and therefore it is supposed that they had tJie

4i^
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grace of faith and Judas is ako, hy them, reckoned to have
been a true believer, whom all allow afterwards to have proved
;

an apostate.
Answ. I. As to the case of David and Peter, it is true, their
fall was very notorious, and the former seenrvs to have continued some months in a state of impenitency ai\d when they fell,
there appeared no marks of grace in either of them, Peter's
.sin, indeed, was committed through surprize and fear ; but yet
it had such aggravating circuinstances attending it, that it
others, whose character is h"ss established than nis was, had
committed the same sin, we should be ready to conclude, that
they were in a state of unrcgeneracy ; and David's sin v/as committed with that deliberation, and was so complicated a crime,
;

that if any belieyer ever lost the principle of grace, we should
have been inclined to suppose this to have been his case. Nevertheless, that which gives us ground to conclude that this
principle was not vvholiy extinguished, either in Peter or him,
at the same time that they fell
and therefore, that they were
not total apostates, Is what we before observed, that the principle of grace may be altogetlier unactive, and yet abide in the
soul, agreeably to the sense v/e gave ot that scripture, his seed
abidcth in him ; and if what has been already said concerning;
the possibility of the principle of grace remaining, though it
makes no resistance agaiiisi the eoijirary habits of sin, be of any
force,* then these and other instances of the like nature, on
which one branch of the objection is founded, will not be sufficient to prove the possibility of the total apostacy of any true
;

believer.
2.

liever

As
is

Salomon that he once was a true be^
on both sides for it is said concerning him,

to the case of

alio\ved

;

;

soon after he was born, that the Lord loved him, 2 Sam. xii.
24, 25. upon which occasion he gave him that significant name,
Jedidiah, the beloved of the Lord ; and it is certain, tha in the
beginning of his reign, his piety was no less remarkable than
his wisdom, as appears from his great zeal, expressed in building the temple of God, and estabiisliing the v/orship thereof;
und alio from that extraordinary instance of devotion with
which he dedicated or consecrated the house to God, 1 Kings
viii. 1. & sgf,, and the prayer put up to him on that occasion,
and also from God's appearing to him twice in his first appearance he cbndescende<l to, ask him, what he would give
Tiim ? and upon Solomon's choosing, an understanding- hearty
lo judge his people, he wos pleased with him, and gave him
several other tlungs that he asked not for ; so that there were
not any among the kings like unto him, chap. iii. 5, 9, 10, 12,
,41' (tmxsi all t};is it is taken for granted, that he once v.'as a be:

*

(S.-f/c^Ti*
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: but, on the other hand, we must, if we duly weigh the
force of the objection, set the latter part of his life against the
former, in wliith we find him guilty of very great sins; not

Ilevcr

only in multiplying wives and concubines, beyond what any of
his predecessors had done, but in that his heart was turned
away after other g'ods^ and^ as it is expressly said, xuas not perfect xvith the Lord his God, as zvas the heart of Davidy his father, chap. xi. 4. And it is also said, that the Lord -was angry
with Solomon, because his heart zvas tur?ied from the Lord God

of Israel, 'which had appeared

to

him

twice, ver. 9. and

on

this

occasion he determined to rend part of the kingdom from his
son, ver. 13. which came to pass accordingly; and all this is
said to have been done when hcivas old, ver. 4. And after this
we read of several that were stirred up as adversaries to him,
ver. 14, 23, 26. And in the remaining part of his history we
read of little but trouble and uneasiness that he met with; and
this seemed to continue till his death, of which we have an
account in 1 Kings xi. chapter throughout, which contains the
history of his sin, and troubles ; and we read not the least word
of his repentance therein; for v.hich reason he is supposed, in
the objection, to have apostaxlzed totally and finally.
The main strength of this objection lies in the supposition,
that Solomon did not repent of his idolatry which he committed
in his old age, or, as it is supposed, in the latter part of his life,
and also from the silence of scripture as to the matter ; especially in that part of it which gives an account of his fall and
death. But this is not sufiicient to support the weight of the
objection, and to oblige us to conclude him to be an apostate;
for there is nothing that appears from the account we have of
him in scripture, but that he might have sufficient time for repentance between his fall and death. It is said indeed, that in
his old age his wives turned him aside, but this thev might do,
and yet he not die an apostate ; for sometimes that part of life
which is called old age, comprises in it several years ; therefore, when he began to be in his declining age, he might sin,
and after that be brought to repentance. And as for the scripture's speaking first of his fall, and then of his death ; it does
not follow from thence that one was immediately after the
other; since the history of the blemishes and troubles of his
life is but short.
On the other hand, there are several things which may give
us ground to conclude, that he repented after his fail ; particularly,

We

have an intimation hereof in God's promise rela(1.)
ting thereunto, in which it is supposed, that God would suffer him to fall, and a provisionary encouragement is given to
i^xpect that

he should be recovered

:

thus he says,

I ivill chcfs-

;

222'
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tise him with the rod of men^ and -with the stripen of the children of men; but n^y mercy shall not depart away from, him^
as I took it from Savl^ whom I put away before thee, 1 Sam.
vii. 14, 15. and the saine thing is repeated, in which his fall
3s supposed, and his recovery from it particularly mentioned,
«n Psa|. Ixxxix. 30 34. as though God had designed that this
«hould be a supplement to his history, and remove the doubts
which might arise from it, with relation to his salvation.

—

(2.) There are some things in other parts of scripture, which
give sutficient ground to conclude, that he was a true penitent,
which plainly refer to that part of his life which was between
his fall and his death. Thus, if we duly weigh several passages in Plcclesiastes, which none can deny that he was the inspired writer of, inasmuch as it is said, in the title or preface
set before it, that thej-' are the words of the preacher, the son of
David, king" of yerusalem^ we shall find many things in which
he expresses the great sense of the vanity of his past life, when
he says, I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to knoxv mad'
ness and folly, Eccl. i. 17. where, by madness and folly, he
doubtless intends that which was so in a moral sense, when he
indulged his sinful passions, which respects the worst part of
his life. And this he farther insists on ; Whatsoever mine eyes
desired, I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any
joij, for my heart rejoiced in all my labour, Eccl. ii. 10. or in
all things, which afterwards were matter oT grief and uneasiness to me j in which he observes how he did, as it were, take
pains to bring on himself a long train of miseries that troubled
him afterwards ; and then he plainly expresses his repentance,
>vhen he sa^^s. All was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there
was no profit under the snn, ver. 11. as though he should say,
I turned Irom God to the creature, to see what happiness I
could find therein, but met with nothing but disappointment
he had no profit in those things, whereof he was now ashamed.
It is probable, God shewed him the vanity thereof, by his chastening him, or visiting his transgressions with the rod, and his
iniquities with stripes, as he had promised to do; and this ended
in vexation of spirit, which is a plain intimation of that godly
sorrow that proceeded from a sense of sin, which made him,
beyond measure, uneasy ; and this vexation or uneasiness was
so great, that he says, / hated life, that is, I hated my past
wicked life, and abhorred myself for it, because the -work that
is xvroiight under the sun, is grievous unto me ; that is, the work
that I have wrought, was such as gave me grief of heart; for
all is vanity and vexation of spirit, ver. 1 7. that is, this is all
the consequence thereof: it cannot be supposed that he was
weary of his life for the same reasons that many others are,
who are deprived of the blessings of common providence, aud

;

S^
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reduced to that condition that makes them miserable, as to theif
outward circumstances in the world ; but it was the uneasiness
he found in his own spirit, the secret wounds of conscience and
bitterness of soul, v/hich arose from a sense of sin, that made

him

thus complain.
elsewhere, he seems to be sensible of his sin, in heaping
up vast treasures, which he calls Icvirig- silver ; and adds, that
such an one, which seems very applicable to his own case, shall
not be satisfied xvitli silvery nor he that loveth abundance^ ivith
increase ; this is also vanity ^ chap. v. 10. that is, this had been
an instance of his former vanity and he adds, The sleep of a
labouring man is srueet^ whether he eat little or much ; but the
abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleeps ver. 12. If
by this we understand that the mcrease of riches sometimes
gives disturbance to, and stirs up the corruptions of tlwse that
possess them, and this be applied to himself, it is an acknowledgment of his sin. Or, if we understand by it that the abundance of a rich man will not give him rest at night, when his
mind is made uneasy with a sense of the guilt of sin, and this
be applied to his own case, when fallen by it ; then it intimates
that his repentance gave him not only uneasiness by day, but
took away his rest by night ; and it seems not improbable, that
what gave him farther occasion to see the vanity of his past
life, was the sense of mortality impressed on him ; for he says.
It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house
offeasting ; for that is the end of all meUy and the living will
lay it to his hearty chap. vii. 3. that is, he will, or ought to improve the sense of his own frailty, which we may conclude he
had done ; and therefore adds, Sorroiv is better than laughter
for by the sadness of the cotmteJiance, the heart is made better,

And

:

ver. 3.

But

if it

be objected, that

all

these expressions are not ap-

and many others of the like nature, which
might have been referred to, which are expressive of his great
repentance ; though I cannot but think that the contrary to this
seems very probable ; yet there is something farther added,
that he expressly applies to himself, which refers to his unlawful love of women
I fnd more bitter than death the xvojiian.
whose heart is snares^ and nets^ and her hands as bands. Whoso
plicable to himself,

:

pleascth

by her

:

God shall escape from her^
behold^ this have I founds

but the sinner shall be taken
saith the preacher, ver. 26,

27. If these things be not expressive of repentance,
to say what are.

it is

hard

And to this we may add, that as he expresses a grief of heart
for past sins ; so he warns others that they may not be guilty of
that which he himself found more bitter than death ; and accordingly, having described the arts used by the v/icked

wo-

man, to betray the unthinking passenger, he cautions cvtry onft
to take heed of declining to her ways ; inasmuch as the consequence thereof will be, that a dart will strike through his
Jiver,

and he is as a bird that hasteth to the snare^ and knoweth
it is for his lije, Prov. vii. 23. compared with the fore-

not that

going verses. He also adds, That she hath cast down mamj
•wounded ; yea^ many strong men have been slain by her. Her
house is the zvay to hell^ S''^^"^ doxvn to the chambers of deaths
ver. 26, 27. So that we find in Solomon, t^yo of the greatest
evidences that we can have of sincere repentance ; namely, a
great degree of sorrow for sin, and an earnest desire that others
would avoid it, by giving those cautions that arc necessary to
prevent their falling into the snare in which he had been en=
tangled.
(3.) There is something spoken in Solomon's commendation, after his death, which may be gathered from what is said,
first years of Kehoboam's reign, v.^hich
of he -walked in the zuay of David and Solomon^
2 Chron, xi. IT. where we may observe, that Solomon is joined
iv'ith his father David
so that as there were abatements to be
made for the blemishes in David's reign; the reign of Solomon had in it great blemishes but as one repented, so did the
other, and therefore ought not to be reckoned an apostate.
And to all this we may add, that he was a penman of scripture ; and it does not appear that God conferred this honour
upon any that apostatized from him ; but on the other hand,
they have this general character given of them by the apostle
Peter, that they were all holy men of God^ 2 Pet. i. 21. which
v/e must conclude Solomon to have been, till we have greater
evidence to the contrary than they can produce who deny it.
3. There are others mentioned in the objection, to wit, liymeneus and Alexander, whose apostacy we have no ground to
doubt of; but we cannot allow that they fell from, or lost the
saving grace of faith. It is one thing to fall from the profession
of faith, and another thing to lose the grace of faith ; therefore, the only thing to be proved in answer to this branch o£
the objection, is, that these persons, who are described as apostates, never had the truth of grace ; or that they only fell fi-om
that visible profession which they made thereof; whereby they
"Were reckoned to be, what in reality they were not, namely,
true believers. Now that this may appear, let it be considered.
That the apostle speaks of them as having departed from
the faith^ viz. the doctrines of the gospel ; and that was attended with blasphemy, for which they were delivered unto
Satan^ which is a phrase used by the apostle here and elsewhere, for persons being cut off from the communion of the
church ; upon which occasion he advises Timothy to holdfaith

that during the three

God approved

:

:
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and a good conscience^ ivhich some having- put away, concerning faith, have made ahipxvrcck, as these have done.
Now the main force of the objection seems to lie in this,
that they who have made shipwreck of faith, were once true
believers ; therefore, such may apostatize, and so fall short of
salvation.

To which it may be replied, that hy faith here, is meant the
doctrines of the gospel, which are often styledyai?^.- thus it
is said, that the apostle preached the faith -which once he destroyed. Gal. i. 23. and elsewhere, before faith came; that is,
before the gospel-dispensation began, and those doctrines were
preached that were to be published therein to the world, xve
•were kept under the law^ chap. iii. 23.
And again, Received
ye the Spirit by the ivorks of the laxv, or by the hearing offaith^
ver. 2. that is, by hearing those doctrines that are contained in
the gospel.
Therefore, that which he chargeth these apostates
with, is making shipwreck of faith, considered objectively.;
they once, indeed, held the truth, but it was in unrighteousness ; they had right notions of the gospel, which they afterwards lost now the apostle advises Timothy not only to hold
faith, that is, to retain the doctrines of the gospel, as one who
had right sentiments of divine truths, but to hold it with a good
conscie7ice ; for I take that expression, hold faith and a good
conscience, to contain an hendyadis; and so it is the same as
though he should say. Be not content with an assent to the
truths of the gospel, but labour after a conscience void of offence towards God, that thou mayst have the testimony thereof, that thy knowledge of divine truth is practical and experimental, and then thou aft out of danger of making shipwreck
of faith, as these have done, who held it \Vithout a good conIt is not said they made shiptvreck of a good~ conscience.
science ; for that they never have had ; but conceriiing faith^
which they once professed, they mode shipwreck.
The same thing ma}' be said concerning Judas ; he aposta
tized from the faith, which he once made a very great profes-^
sion of, being not only one of Christ's disciples, but sent forth
with the rest of them, to preach the gospel, and work miracles ; yet it is evident, that he had not the saving grace of
For our Saviour, who knew the hearts of all men, was
faith.
not deceived in him (though others were) inasmuch as it i^
said, He knexv from the beginning xvho they were that believed
not, and who should betray him, John vi. 64.
However, the
principal force of the objection lies in this, that Judas must
:

'

needs have been a believer, because he was given to Christ;
and our Saviour sa}'s, that those zvho were given him were kept
by him, and none of them xvas lost but the son ofperdition, chap,
xvii. 12.
His being styled the son ofperdition, argues him an
Vol. in.
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being g-ive7i to Christ denotes tliat he was
; and his
once a true believer; therefore he fell totally and finally. In
'ianswer to which,
(1.) Some conclude, that they who are said to be given to
Christy are such as were appointed, by the providence of God,
Now it is said
to be his servants in the work of the ministr}-.
concerning them, that they were given to Christ, to be employed by him in this service ; and that all of them were kept faithIf this be the sense of their
ful, except the son of perdition.
bemg given to him, it does not necessarily infer their being
made partakers of special grace it is one thing to be given to
Christ, to be employed in some peculiar acts of service, in
which his glory is concerned; and another thing to be given to
him, as being chosen and called by him, to partake of special
communion with him if Judas had been given to him in this
latter sense, he would not have been a son of perdition, but
would have been kept by him, as the other disciples were ; but
inasmuch as he was only given to Christ, that he might serve
the design of his providence, in the work of the ministry, he
migl".: be lost, or appear to be a son of perdition, and yet not
fall from the truth of grace.
(2.) If, by being given to Christy we understand a being
given to him, as objects of his special love, we must suppose,
that all who v/ere thus given to him, were kept by him ; in
which sense JudaS, v/ho is called the son of perdition^ and was
not kept by him, was not given to him accordingly the particle but is not exceptive, but adversative ; and it is as though
he should say. All that thou gavest me I have kept^ and none of
them is lost; hut the son of perdition is lost^ I have not preserved him ; for he was not the object of my special care and love;
he was not given me to save, therefore he is lost. Now it is
'<:ertain, that the particle but is used in this sense in many other
scriptures, particularly that wherein it is said. There shall in
no xvise enter into it^ that is, the heavenh' Jerusalem, any thing
that defleth, neither ivhatsoever worketh abomination^ or viaketk
a lie^ but they tvhich are xvritten iri the Lamb^s book of life.
Rev. xxi. 27. ^. d. ungodly men shall not enter in but they
that are written in the lamb's book of life shall *.
Thus much
concerning this objection, taken from particular persons, who
are supposed to have fallen from grace.
Obj. 2. The next objection is taken from what the apostle
Paul says concerning the church of the Jews, "whom he describes as apostatized from God; and it is evident, that they
are, to this day, given up to judicial blindness, and not in the
least disposed to repent of that crime for which they were cast
"apostate

:

.

:

:

;

*

See several other scriptures, in -which
i, 7.
Rev. ix. 4.

35. Gal.

ti

y.» is

taken adversative'y, Matt, xxiv.

;
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offbyhiin; concerning these he says, that they once were
holy ; If the first frait he holij^ the lump is also holij ; and if the
root be holij^ so ore the branches^ Rom. xi. 16. and afterwards
be)\Q. s^^t^k^oi their cantiii!^ away ^ and 60?nt? of the branches
ing broken off^ because of unbelief ver. 15, 17, 19, 20. Now
if the whole church apostatized, we must conclude at least,
that some of thern were true believers, and therefore true believers may fall from the grace of God.
Ansiu. That the church of the Jews apostatized, and were
but we must
cut off for their unbelief, is sufficiently evident
distinguish between the apostacy of a professing people, such
as the church of the Jews were, who first rejected God, and
then were cast off by him, and the apostacy of those who were
truly religious among them ; the apostle himself gives us ground
for this distinction, when he says, they are not all Israel which
ere of Israel i neither because they are the seed of Abraham are
:

they all children^ chap. ix. 6, 7.
And elsewhere he distinguishes between one who is a Jew^ as being partaker of the
external privileges of the covenant, which that church was under, and a person's being a fexv^ as partaking of the saving
blessings thereof; as he says. He is not a Jew which is one
outwardly^ neither is that circumcision^ xvhich is outward in
the flesh ; but he is a few which is one inwardly: and circu7ncision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and fiot in the letter
zvhose praise is not of ?7ien, but of God, Rom. ii. 28, 29.
church ma}' lose its external privileges, and cease to have the
honourable character given it ; the greatest part of them may
he blinded, when, at the same time the election, that is, all
among them who v/ere chosen to eternal lile, obtained it, as
the apostle observes, chap. xi. 7. and thereby intimates, that
some who were members of that church were faithful ; those
were preserved from the common apostacy, being converted to
the Christian faith. Their privileges, as members of a church,
were lost, but they still retained their spiritual and inseparable union with Christ, which they had as believers, and not as
the result of their being the natural seed of Abraham, they

A

were made partakers of the blessings diat accompany salvaand therefore were not separated from the love of God
tion
in Christ, whilst formal professors and hypocrites, who were
Abraham's natural seed, but not his spiritual, were cast off by
;

Christ.

Obj. 3. It is farther objected, that there are some who have
the character of righteous persons, concerning whom it is supposed, diat they may fall away or perish ; particularly those
mentioned in Ezek. xviii. 24. When the righteous ynan turnetk
away from his righteousness, and committcth iniquity, and doth

according

to all

the abomiiiatiQiis that the wicked

man doth,

shall
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he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not he

<^

mentioned^ in the trespass that he hath trespassed^ and in hia
sin that he hath sinned^ in them shall he die: And in Heb. x.
38. it is said, The just shall live by faith ; but if any man ^ or,
as the word should be rendered, if he draw back^ my soul shall
have no pleasure in him. Therefore, since the righteous man.
may turn from his righteousness, and draw back to perdition.,
the doctrine of the saints' perseverance cannot be defended.
Answ. 1. As to the former of these scriptures, -ve must con^^
sider the sense thereof agreeably to the context, and the scope
and design of the prophet therein ; he had often reproved them
for those vile abominations which they were guilty of, and had
denounced the threatnings of God, which should have their
accomplishment in their utter ruin ; particularly, he fortels the
judgments that should sweep away many of them before, and
others that should befal them in the captivity : this is the subject principally insisted on by the prophets Jeremiah and EzeIciel; whereupon sometimes they were represented as disliking
the doctrine, desiring that smooth things might be prophesied
unto them, and the holy 07ie of Israel might cease from before
them. At other times they are represented as complaining of
the hardship of this dispensation, intimating that it was unjust
and severe, and, at the same time, justifying themselves, as
though they had done nothing that deserved it ; but all this
was to befal them for the sins of their fathers, and accordingly
there was a proverbial expression often made use of by them,
mentioned verse 2d of this chapter, Thefathers have eaten sour
^rapes^ and the children's teeth are set on edge ; by which they
did not understand that v/e expect to perish eternally for our
fathers* sins, in which sense it must be taken, if this objection
has any force in it : now God, by the prophet, tells them that
they had no reason to use this proverb, and so puts them upon
looking into their past conduct, and enquiring, whether they
had not been guilty of the same sins that their fathers were
charged v/ith? which, if they could exculpate themselves from,
they should be delivered, and not die, that is, not fall by those
judgments which either should go before, or follow the captivity ; for that seems to be the sense of dyings according to
the prophetic way of speaking, as we have observed elsewhere.*
'Sox the understanding of this scripture we must consider, that
the prophet addresses himself to the house of Israel-, who are
Tepresented, ver. 25. as complaining, that the xvay of the Lord
"Was not equal; or, that God's threatnings or judgments, which
were the forerunners of the captivity, were such as they had
not deserved; and therefore he tells them that he would deal
with them according to their deserts, ver. 24. When the right
*

!&ec Vol. II.
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that is, one whose conversation before this seemed to be
unblemished, and he not guilty of those enormous crimes which
were committed by others (which may be supposed, and yet
the person not be in a state of grace) I say, when such an one
tvriictli awaij from his righteounness^ and doth occording to all
the abominations that the -wicked ?nan doth^ that is, becomes
openly vile and profligate ; shall he live ? can he expect any
thing else but that God should follow him with exemplary
judgments, or that he should be involved in the common destruction? In his sin that he hath sinned shall he die.
And on
the other hand, ver. 27. When, the -wicked man turneth axoay
from his xvickedness ; that is, they who have been guilty of these
abominations shall reform their lives, or turn from their idolatry, murders, adulteries, oppressions, and other vile crimes,
that the people in general were charged v/ith, by the prophet,
which are assigned as the reason of God's sending this dreadful judgment of the captivity ; I say, if there be such an instance of reformation, he shall save his soul alive; that is, either he shall be delivered from the captivitv, or shall be preserved from those temporal judgments that either went before
or followed after it. This reformation, and deliverance from
these judgments, includes in it something less than saving
teotis^

grace, and a right to eternal life, vv^hich is inseparablv connected with it, so that if nothing else be intended by the righteous and wicked man ; and if the judgments threatened, or their
deliverance from them, in case of reformation, includes no
more than this, it is evident, that it does not in the least suppose, that any true believer shall apostatize or fall from a state
of grace. As we may distinguish between eternal death and
temporal judgments; so we must distinguish between a person's abstaining from the vilest abominations, as a means to
escape these judgments; and his exercising those graces that
accompany salvation. There may be an external reformation
in those who have no special grace, if nothing farther be regarded than a person's moral character, or inoffensive behaviour in the eye of the world. If we only consider him as abstaining from those sins which are universally reckoned dis.reputable among those who make any pretensions to religion,
and in this respect he be denominated a righteous man, such
an one may turn away from his righteousness and become immoral and profligate, and so be reckoned among the number of
nevertheless he cannot be said to apostatize or fall
apostates
from the grace of God, since moral virtue or the exercise of
righteousness in our dealings with men is as much inferior to
saving grace, as a form of godliness is to the power thereof.
2. As to the other scripture, mentioned in the objection, it is
generally urged against us a^ an unaniWfrablc argument, taken
:
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from the express words thereof, to prove the possibility of the
saints' apostacy j and our translation is charged with a wilful
mistake, to serve a tarn, and make the text speak what it
never intended, since all who understand the original must allow that it ought to be rendered, If he draxo back^ which supposes that the just man may apostatize, or draw buck unto
perdition.
To which it may be replied,
(1.) That though the v^ords, according to the form in which
they are laid down, contain a supposition, it does not infer the
being or reality of the thing supposed * but only this, that if
such a thing should happen, it v/ould.be attended with what is
This is very agreeable
laid down as a consequence thereof.
;

common mode of speaking, as when we say ; if a virtuous person should commit a capital crime, he v/ill fall under
tlie lash of the law as much as though he had made no pretensions to virtue ; nevertheless, it does not follow from hence,
that such an one shall do it, or expose himself to this punishment; or, on the other hand, if a king should say to a criminal, as Solomon did to Adonijah, ' If he will shew himself a
* worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall to the earth,'
it cannot be concluded from hence, that he will behave himThe proposiself so as that his life shall be secured to him.
tion is true, as there is a just connexion between the supposition and the consequence ; yet this does not argue that the
thing supposed shall come to pass.
Now to apply this to the
scripture, under our present consideration ; the proposition is
doubtless true, that it the just man should draw back, so as
to become a wicked man, if he shoiald lose the prin.ciple of
grace which was implanted in regeneration, and abandon himself to the greatest impieties, he would as certainly perish as
though he had never experienced the grace of God ; but it
must not be inferred from hence, that God v/ill suffer such an
one, who is the object both of his love and care, thus to fall
and perish, so that his soul should hav€ no pleasure in him.
(2.) If we suppose the person here spoken of, whom we consider as a true believer, to draw back, we may distinguish between backsliding or turning aside from God, by the commission of very great sins ; and apostacy.
Or between drawing
back, by being guilty of great crimes, so as to expose himself
to our

to sore judgments ; and his drawing back to perdition.
The
just man in this text, is said, indeed, to draw back, but he is
distinguished from one that draws back to perdition ; as it is
said in the following verse, '
are not of them who draw

We

but of them that believe, to the saving of
* the souL'
Such a drawing back as this, though it shall not
end in perdition, inasmuch as the person shall be recovered and

*

back

to perdition,

* It is

(I

known maxim

in lo^ic, Suppositio nihil ponit in esse.
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brought to repentance ; yet it shall be attended vlth ver}' great
marks of God's displeasure against believers, for those sins
which they have committed, as well as others ; accordingly,
his soul having no plcar.ure in them, denotes that he would, in
various instances, reveal his wrath against relapsing believers,
as a display of his holiness,

ed and saved at
objection seems

last.

who

shall nevertheless be recover-

If these things be duly considered, the

to ha\ e no weight in it, though it should be
allowed, that the Avords upon which it is principally founded,
are not rightly translated.
However, I cannot see sufficient reason to set aside our translation, it being equally just to render the words, if any man
draw back * ; since the supplying the words any man^ or any
one^ is allowed of in many other instances, both in the Old and
New Testament. Therefore there is not the least incongruity
in its being supplied in the text under our present consideration f ; and, if it be, the sense that we give of it, will appear
very agreeable to the context ; accordingly the meaning is,
' The just shall live by faith,' or they who ' know in themselves
that they have in heaven a better and an enduring substance,'
These shall live by faith,
as in one of the foregoing verses
but as for others who do not live by faith, having only a form
or shew of religion, * whose manner is to forsake the assem* bling of themselves together,'
as in v'erse 25. these are inclined to draw back; therefore, let them know that if any one^ or
tvliosoever draxvs back^ it will be at their peril ; for it will be
to their own perdition ; yet saith the apostle, that true believers may not be discouraged by the apostacy of others, let
them take notice of what is said in the following words, '
'
are not of them who draw back unto perdition, but of them

•*

:

We

•j-

ten

It is certdin, that the particles TK,'^^i^^

and

left out,

and others of the

like imjwrt, are of-

the defect thereof is to be supplied in our translation

:

Thus

it i»

vhieh might hare been rendered and he
sliall say, is better rendered and if any say, &c. and in Gen. xlviii. 2. instead of hz
toklJacob, it is better rendered one told Jacob, or somebody told him ; and it
in

Job

xxxiii. 27- inhere the llebre-.v ivord,

Mark

ii.

Kliich

we do

tk, luhicli is left out in the Greek text, is supplied in the {van>,lcition, in
See A'old.'. Concord. I'urnot read it after days, but after some days.
tic. I'o^e 4:1, 42. iri which several texts of sci'iptwe are produced to tlie same purpose,
and amonif tlie 7-est, this in lleb. x. 38. ivhich -we are at present consittering as rahat
ought to be rendered if anj- one draw back. In this and inich like instances ii>e mav
observe,

1.

t/iat

.

the verb personal has

an impersonal signifctUion, or that wiich

is

pro-

rendered passively ; soFjCc].i\. 15. n:3 Ni'd is not rendered and
he found in it, &.c. but now there was found in it ; viwtj other instances of the like
nature are to be observed i7i the liebrno text in the Old Test anient ; and sometimes
I might also obthis mode of speaking is imitated by the Creek text in t/.e J\'e-w.
serve, ivith respect to the scripture under ovr present consideration, that the learned
Grotius observen that Tie ougtit to he supplied, and eonse(jLentl:/ the te.vt ought to In
rendered as it is in our translation, if any niari dr.iW bark, vfltich he observes as what
is agreeable to the grammatical construction thereof, vnthout any regard to the doetrine r^: are Tnainiiiining, vit'i respect to -uhich. le a oihervi'e mivded.

perly actiz;e

is
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These things bein^
thnt believe, to the saving of the soul.'
duly Cv nsidered, it will be sufficiendy evident that this text does
nbi militate against the doctrine of the saints' perseverance.
Ol>j. 4. There is another objection brought against the doctrine we have been endeavouring to maintain, taken from what
' It is impossible for those
the apostle says in Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6.
* who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly
' gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have
tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to
* come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh,
•
and put him to an open shame.' The force of this objection
lies in two things, viz. that they are described as total and final apostates ; and also, that according to the account we have
of their former conversation, they appear then to have been
true believers.
Ansxu. This is thought, by some, who defend the doctrine
of the sahits' perseverance, to be one of the most difficult objections that we generally meet with against it ; especially they
who cannot see how it is possible for a person to make such
advances towards true godliness, and yet be no other than an
hypocrite or formal professor, are obliged to take a method to
set aside the force of the objection, which I cannot give into,
'

•"

*•

namely, that when the apostle says. It is impossible that such
should be renexved again to repentance ; the word impossible
denotes nothing else, but that the thing is exceeding difficult,
not that they shall eventually perish ; because they are supposed to be true believers ; but their recovery after such a notorious instance of backsliding, shall be attended with difficulties so great that nothing can surmount, but the extraordinary
pov/er of God ; and though he will recover them, yet they shall
feel the smart thereof as long as they live ; they shall be saved,
yet so as by
*

fire *'.

To give countenance

to this sense of the luord Impossible, the-j refer to some
does not deriote an absolute impossibility of the thing, but only
Coynes to pass it ivill be xuilh much difficultij. Thus it is said, Acts xs. 16.

scriptures, in -which

it

that if it
that the Apostle Paul hasted, if it were possible for him to be at Jerusalem the day
of Pentecost ; -where his making haste argues that the thing was not in itself imposiiible, but difficult.
And Rom. xii. 18. we arc exhorted, if it be possible, as much
as in us lieth, to live peaceably with all men ; ivhich she^vs that it is hard indeed

; 7ievertheless, we are to use our utmost endeavours to do it, zohich does not
And there is another scripture
is in itself cdtogether impossible.
they bring to justify tins sense of the 7vords in Matt. xix. 23, 26. in n-hich our SC'
'!Mur''s design is to sherj the difficidty of a rich maiCs entering into the kingdom of
hzaven, ivhich he compares to a camel's going through the eye of a needle ; by xi'hich
'^ery feiu suppose, that the beast, so called, is intended, Imt a cable-rope, rjhich fs
'jomclimes culled a camel ; this the Syriach* and Arabick versions translate the r.-ordf

60 to do

argue that the thing

—

*

The

ntf^nKov

ancient Syriac

a camel, not

is j^'^oil'? ^'^^

ii^/xixov

Vide Curnpbel), Clarke.

a

S;c.

cab!^.

modern

is

the same word, which

This Eastern proverb

is

now

is

literacy

wellestablishcd^
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15ut notwithstanding the word impossible may be sometimes
taken for that which is \cry difTicuU, I cannot but concUidc
that the apostle is here speaking of that which is impossible,
with respect to the event, and therefore, that he is giving the
character of apostates who shall never be recovered. This appears, not only from the heinousness of the crime, as they arc
said to crudfij to themselves the Son of God afresh^ and put him
to an open shatne ; but from what is mentioned in the following verses, in which they are compared to the earth that bring'
eth forth thorns andbriars^ xvhicli is rejected^ and nigh unto cursings ivhose end is to be burned ; and from their being distinguished from those who shall be saved, concerning whom the
apostle was persuaded better things^ and things that accompany
salvation ; therefore he is speaking here concerning a total and
fmal apostasy.
But that this may not appear to militate against the doctrine,
we are maintaining, I shall endeavour to shew, that notwithstanding the character the apostle gives of the persons he here
speaks of they were destitute of the truth of grace, and there-;
fore nothing is said concerning them, but what a formal professor may attain to
That this may appear let it be considered,
1. That they are described as Once enlightened ; but this a
person may be, and yet be destitute of saving faith. If by be
ing enlightened we understand their having been baptized, as
some critics take the wovd, which was afterwards, in some following ages, used in that sense, it might easily be alleged,
that a person might be baptized arid yet not be a true believer :
But since I question whether baptism was expressed by illu-'
mination in the apostles age *, I would rather understand hy^
it, their having been convinced of the truth of the gospel, or
:

And a

learned rvriter observes, that the Jeios, in a proverbial -aai/, express the diffiof a thill E[ by that of a cabLe-ropii' s passing through the ei/e of a needle, iiee
Buxt. Lex. Talmud. Pane 1719. and JSochart Hiero. Part. X. Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Jlnd
bi/ needle is vot meant tliat which is used in vorkin^, but a?i iron, through -ihich d
small rnpe may be easily drai^n ; thoui;h it luas v.-ry difftcidt to force a camel or cahie-rops through it ; therefore they siippos' our Sarioitr is not speaking of a thing
which is absolutely impossible, but exceeding difficult ; ajidtliisviay be ivfiredfrori'
his reply to ijhat the disciples objected, who then can be saved, -u'hen he says, witli
men ill IS is impossible, but with God all thin js are possible. And to.upphj thin
to the scripture under our present consideration, they svppose that the cpostle, ivhen
he speaks of the renewing of those persons to Tcpentunce, does not intend that whicb.
is ahsolut''iy imposdble, but that it cannot be brought about but by the extraordinary
poiuer of God, xuith vhom all things are possible.
• fFe do uotfiiid the -word used in that sense till the second century, by Justin Mar^
tyr [Vid. ejusd. Dial. 2.] and Clemens Alexandrinut [in Pxdag. Lib. 1. cap. 6.] and
tlierefre tve are notaltogetlier to take our measures in explaining the sense afvordi,
used in scripture, from thrrn, :vho sometimes mistake the sense of the doctrine contain
ed therein. Jlomever, if-jie take the ii-srd in ibis senne, it does not militate againsi
c'Wr argument, since apzr.^o'i mi" be baptized, rjho if not in a f.'iJ.'c ofg^.'ir; i.nd tJil'•uhij

nation.
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yielded an assent to the doctrines contained therein. Now this
a person may do, and yet be destitute of saving faith, which is
seated not barely in the understanding, but in the will, and therefore supposes him not only to be rightly informed, with respect
to those things which are the object or faith, but to be internally and effectually called, from whence saving faith proceeds,
as has been before observed.
2.

They

are said to have tasted the good-word of God ;

which

agrees with the character before given of those who had a temporary faith *, who seemed, for a while, pleased with the word,
and their affections were raised in hearing it ; as Herod is said
to have heard John the Baptist gladly, and to have done mantf
things J like those whom our Saviour compares to the seed
sown in stony ground, which soon sprang up, but afterwards
withered away. This a person may do, and yet not have saving faith ; for it is one thing to approve of, and be affected
with the word, and another thing to mix it with that faith
which accompanies salvation.
person may entertain those
doctrines contained in the word which relate to a future state
of blessedness with pleasure; as all men desire to be happy, and
at the same time be far from practising the duties of self-denial, taking up the cross, and following Christ, mortifying indwelling sin, and exercising an intire dependance upon, and resignation to him in all things
This contains much more than
what is expressed by tasting the good word of God.
3. They are farther described as having tasted the heavenly
gft^ and being made partakers of the Holy Ghost^ and of the

A

:

powers of the

xvorld to come ; all which expressions, I humbly
conceive, carry in them no more than this, that they had been
enabled to work miracles, or that they had a faith of miracles,
which has been before described f, and proved to fall very
short of saving faith \. Therefore these characters given of
them do not argue that they were true believers, and consequently the objection, which depends on the supposition that
they were, is of no force to prove that saints may totally or
finally fall from grace.
Obj, 5. The next objection against the doctrine we have
been maintaining, is taken from Heb. x. 29. Of hoxv much sorer punishment suppose ye shall he be thought worthy^ who hath
trodden wider foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of
the covenant^ wherewith he was sanctifed, an unholy thing, and
• See Pag. 124, 125 ante.
t See Pag. 122, 123 ante.
^

^''l^r*''

%<eiilygtjt

elsetuhere.

mode of spealcivg. By the heato understand extraordinary gifts, -which are called the Holy Ghost
Acts xix.
because they -were from the Holy Ghost as ejects of his pow^^^^^^ *° 6« anheiidyadis in the apostle'' s

we are

.;.

and -wrought to coiifrm the gospel dispensation, -which is called the luovldto comCf
Heb.ii. 6. and therefore they are styled (he J>o-n-ers of the -morld to come.
er,

;;;
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hath done despite unto the spirit ofgrace. The crime here spoken of is of the heinous nature, and the greatest punishment is
said to be inflicted for it
Now, inasmuch as these are described as having been sanctijied by the blood of the covenant^ it
follows, that they were true believers, and consequently true believers may apostatize, and fall short of salvation.
:

Ansxv. The force of the objection lies principally in those
words, the blood of the covenant xvherewith he mas sanctified
is taken, by divines, in two different senses.
take the word he in the same sense as it is taken in
the objection, as referring to the apostate ; and then the difficulty which occurs, is how such an one could be said to be
sanctified by the blood of the covenant, and yet not regenerate,
effectually called, or a true believer
To solve this, they suppose, that by sanctifcation Ave are only to understand a relative holiness, which such have who are made partakers of the
common grace of the gospel : Thus it is said, Israel was holiness unto the Lord, Jer. ii. 3. or, as the apostle Peter expresses
it, a7i holy nation, 1 Pet. ii. 9. as they were God's people by
an external covenant relation, and by an explicit consent to be
governed by those laws which he gave them when they first
became a church, Exod. xxiv. 3. and publicly avouched him
to be their God, and he avouched them to be his peculiar people, which was done upon some solemn occasions, Deut. xxvi.
Nevertheless, many of them were destitute of the spe17, 18.
cial grace of sanctification, as it contains in it a thorough and
universal change of heart and life.
Moreover, they suppose
that this privilege of being God's people, by an external covenant-relation, together with all these common gifts and graces
that attend it, was purchased by, and founded on the blood of
Christ, which is called the blood of the covenant^ inasmuch as
he was given for a covenant of the people, Isa. xlii. 6. and pursuant hereunto, he shed his blood to procure for them the external as well as the saving blessings of the covenant of grace
the former of these, the persons here described as apostates, are
supposed to have been made partakers of, as the apostle says.
To than pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the
promises, Rom. ix. 4. they worshipped him in ail his ordinances, as those whom the prophet speaks of, ivho seek him daily^
and delight to know his ways, as a nation that did righteousness^
mid forsook not the ordinance of their God ; they ask of him the
crdinanca ofjustice, and take delight in approaching to God
and yet these things were not done by faith, Isa. Iviii. 2. In
this respect persons may be sanctified, and yet afterwards forfeit, neglect, despise and forsake these ordinances, and lose the
external privileges of thecovenp.ntof jjiface, which they oncf* bad.

which expression
1.

Some

:

2^
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and so become apostates. This is the most common method
used to solve the difliculty contained in the objection. But I
•would rather acquiesce in another way, which may be taken to
account for the sense of those words, the blood of the coveimnt
'luhernvith he was sanctified. Therefore, let it be considered,
2. That the word he may be understood, not as referring to
the apostate, but our Saviour, who is spoken of immediately
before thus the apostate is said to ' ti-ample under foot the Son
of God, and count the blood of the covenant wherewith He,
that is, Christ, ' was sanctified, an unholy thing.' That this
'sense may appear just, it may be observed, that Christ was
sanctified or set apart by the Father, to perform all the branches
of his Mediatorial office, in two respects.
(1.) As he was fore-ordained or appointed, by him, to come
into the M'orld to shed his blood for the redemption of his
people
thus his undertaking to redeem them is called his
"sanctifying, or devoting himself to perform this work, as he
says, ' For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might
be sanctified through the truth,' John xvii. 19. this he did in
pursuance of the eternal transaction between the Father and
him, relating hereunto. But it will be said, that this was antecedent to his dying for them ; and therefore, properly speaking, he could not be said, in this respect, to be sanctified bu
the blood of the coveJiant ; therefore, to this we may add,
(2.) That he was also sanctified, or set apart by the Father,
to apply the v/ork of redemption after he had purchased it;
which sanctifi cation was, in the most proper sense, the result
of his shedding his blood, which was the blood of the covep.ant ; so that as he was ' brought again from the dead,' as the
apostle speaks, * through the blood of the everlasting covenant,' Heb« xiii. 20* all the blessings which he applies to his
people as the consequence hereof, are the result of his being
sanctified, or set apart to carry on and perfect the work of our
salvation, the foundation whereof was laid in his blood.
Moreover, that they who are here described as apostates,
had not before this, the grace of faith, is evident from the
context, inasmuch as they are distinguished from true believers. The apostle seems to speak of two sorts of persons, to wit,
some who had cast off the ordinances of GcTd's worship, ' forsaking the assembling of themselves together,' who are distinguished from those M-hom he dehorts from this sin, who had
the grace of faifhy whereby they were enabled to
draw near
:

:

*•

'

'
^

'

*

God in

assurance thereof, having their hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and their bodies washed with pure
water ;' concerning these he says, '
are not of them who
draw back to perdition, but of them who believe to the saving
of the soul,' chap. x. 59. Therefore we mu'-t conclude thut
to

nill

We
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Others are intended in the text under o\Tr present consideration,
who were not true believers, and eonsequently it does not from
hence appear that such may totally, or finally, fall from a statr^
of grace.
The apostates spoken of in this .'\nd the fore;_joing objection,
were probably some among the Jews, to whom tlie gospel was

preached, who embraced the Christian faith, being convinced
those miracles which were wrought for that purpose, but;

l)y

aiterward^> re\-olted froni it, and were more inveteratcly set
against Christ and the gospel than they had been before they
made this profession and accordihgly as they had formerly
approved of the crimes of those who crucified Christ, in which
respect they arc said to have crucified him ; now they do, in
the same sense, crucify him afresh. And as they had beeu
made partakers of the extraordinary gifts of the Holy CThost;
;

afterwards they openly blasphemed him, and this was don«
with spite and malice. These texts therefore not only contain
a sad instance of the apostasy of some, but prove that they
were in-ecover.ib!y lost ; and this comes as near the account we
have in the gospels of the inipardonable sin, as any thing mentioned in scripture nevertheless, what has been said to prove
that the)' never vv'cre true believers, is a sufficient answer to
this and the foregoing objection.
:

Ohjec* 6. Another objection against the doctrine of the saints'
perseverance, is taken from 2 Pet. ii. 20 22. For if offer thcif
have escaped the pollutions of the worlds through the hiotvledg-i'
of the Lord and Saviour jesiis Christy they are again entangled
therein^ and overcome ; the latter end is xversc xvith the?n than
the beginning ; and they are said in the following verse, to tiir??.
from the holy commandment dtlivcred unto them ; which is compared to the dog turtiing to his axon vomit again, and the son^
that xvas xvashed^ to her xucJloxving in the mire.
Ansxv. To this it may be replied. That though every one
must conclude, that the persons, whom the apostle here speaks
of, plainly appear to be apostates ; yet there is nothing in their
character which argues that they apostatized, or fell from the
truth of grace ; and it is only such whom we are at present,
speaking of. It may be observed, that the apostle is so far from
including these apostates in the number of those to whom he
writes this, with the foregoing epistle, whom he describes aselect, according to the fore-hioxvlcdge of God the Father, through.
sanctifcatioTi of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of jesus Christ, and as having been begotten again imto
a lively hope, hy the rcsurrectiori of fcsus Christ, to an inheritance reserved for them. 221 heaven, and as such, who should he
kept by the poxi'er of God, through faith, unto salvation, 1 Pet.

—

:.

"^

—

5.

that he plainly distinguislic",

them from them. For in
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1, of this chapter, from whence it is taken^ it is said,
There shall be false teachers among }ou, and many shall follow their pernicious ways ;' he does not say many, who arc
now of your number, but many who shall be joined to the
church, when these false teachers arise. These persons, indeed,
are represented as making a great shew of religion, by which

%crse
'

they gained reputation among some professors, whom they seduced which otherwise they could not have done ; and therefore it is said, ' They had escaped the pollutions of the world,
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,'
and that they had ' known the way of righteousness.' Such
might indeed be joined to the church afterv/ards ; but thev did
not now belong to it ; and what is said concerning them,
amounts to no more than an external visible reformation, together with their having attairxcd the knowledge of Christ and
divine things; so that they were enlightened in the doctrines
of the gospel j though they made it appear, by the methods they
used to deceive others, that they had not experienced the grace
of the gospel themselves, and therefore they fell away from
their profession, and turned aside from the faith, which once
they preached. It is one thing for a formal professor, who
makes a great si'ov/ of religion, to turn aside from his profession, to ail excess of riot ; and another thing to suppose a true
believer can do so, and that to such a degree as to continue
therein ; this the grace of God will keep him from.
Objec. 7". Another objection against the doctrine of the saints'
perseverance, is taken from the parable of the debtor and creditor, in Matt, xviii. 26, 'is'c, in which it is said, ' The servant fell down and worshipped him, saying. Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. Then the Lord of that
servant Vv'as nioved with compassion, and loosed him, and
forgave him the debt j' but afterwards, upon his treating one
of his fellow-servants, who owed him a very inconsiderable
sum, with great severity, his lord exacted the debt of him,
which he had before forgiven him, and so delivered him to the
' So
tormentors^ till he should pay all that v/as due to him
likewise,' it is said,
shall my heavenly Father do tmto vou, ii
ye, from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their
trespasses ;' from whence it is inferred, that a person may
iail from a justified state, or that God may forgive sin at one
'

•

•

'^

:

'

'

'

time, and yet be provoked to alter his resolution, and inflict the
punishment that is due to it, at another ; which is altogether
inconsistent with the doctrine of the saints' perseverance in
grace.
Anszv, In answer to this v>'e must observe, that our Saviour':?

design in his parables, is not that every word or circumstance
contained in them, should be applied to signify what it seems
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to import, but there is some tnitii in general intended to be illustrated thereby, M'hich is principally to be regarded therein
Tlius in the parable of ihc jiid^t', in Luke xviii, 2, &c. ' which
:

feared not God, neither regarded man,' who was moved, by a
widow's importunity, to * avenge her of her adversary ;' which
after a while, he resolved to do, because the

widow

troubled

him. This is applied to ^ God's avenging his elect, v«ho cry day
and night unto him ;' where v/e must observe, that it is only
in this circumstance that the parable is to be applied to them
vvrithout any regard had to the injustice of the judge, or his being uneasy, by reason of the importunity which the widow txprest in pleading her cause with him.
Again, in the parable of the stexvard, in Luke xvi. 1, Sec.
who being accused for having xoaated his lord''s goods ; and
apprehending that he should be soon turned out of the steward-'
ship, he takes an unjust method to gain the favour of his XorCC:^
debtors, by remitting a pai't of what they owed him, that by
this means they might be induced to shew kindness to him when
he was turned out of his service. It is said indeed, verse 8.
that ' the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had
acted wisely ; whereas, our Saviour does not design, in the account he gives of his injustice, to give the least countenance
to it, as though it were to be imitated bv us ; nor by his lord's
commending him as acting wisely for himself, does he intend
that it is lawful or commendable for wicked men to pursue the
like measures to promote their future interest. But the onlv
thing in which this parable is applied, is, that we might learn
from hence, that ' the children of this world are, in their generation wiser than the children of light;' and that men ought to
endeavour, without the least appearance of injustice, to gain the
friendship of others, by using what thev have in the world, in
such a way, as that they may be induced, out of gratitude for
those favours, which they conferred upon them, to shew respect to them ; but principally, that in performing what was
really their duty, they might have ground to hope that they
shall be approved of God, and received into everlasting habitations.

Now

to apply this rule to the parable from whence the objection is taken, we must consider, that the design hereof is not
to signify that God changes his mind, as men do, by forgiving
persons at one time, and afterwards condemning them, as
though he did not know, when he extended this kindness to

them, how they would behave towards others, or whether they
would improve or forfeit this privilege ; since to suppose this
would be contrary to the divine perfections. Therefore the
only design of the parable is to shew, that they who now conclude that God has forgiven them, ought to forgive others, or

;
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else they will find themselves mistaken at last: and tliougli according to the tenor of the divine dispensations, or the revealed will of God, which is our only rule of judging concerning
this matter, they think that they are in a justified state, it will
appear, that the debt which they owed v/as not cancelled, but
shall be exacted of them to the utmost, in their own persons i
so that all that can be proved from hence is, that a man may
fall from, or lose those seeming grounds, v/hich we had to conclude that his sins were forgiven : but we are not to suppose
that our Saviour intends hereby that God's secret purpose, reor that he,
lating to the forgiveness of sin, can be changed
who is really freed from condemnation, at one time, may fail
vmder it at another therefore, what is said in this parable,
does not in the least give countenance to this objection, or
overthrow the doctrine we are maintaining.
Ohjec. 8. There is another objection, taken from what the
apostle Paul says concerning himself, in 1 Cor. ix. 27. J keep,
under v\y body^ and bring it into subjection^ lest that by amy
meatis, -when I have preached to others^ J myself should be a
cast-away. Now it is certain that the apostle was a true believer; yet he concludes, that if he did not behave himself so
as to subdue or keep under his corrupt passions, but should
commit those open scandalous crimes, which they would prompt
him to, he should, in the end, become a cast-away, that is, apostatize from God, and be rejected by him.
Answ. To this it may be replied. That though the apostle
had as good ground to conclude that he had experienced the
grace of God in truth, as any man, and was oftentimes favoured with a full assurance hereof; yet he did not attain this assurance by immediate revelation, so. as he received those doctrines which he vvas to impait to the church as a rule of faith
for then it would have been impossible for him to have been
mistaken as to this matter and if this be supposed, then I
would imderstand what he sa)s concerning his being a cast'
Otvnyy as denoting what would be the consequence of his not
keeping under his body ; but not implying hereby that corrupt
nature should so far prevail, as that he should fall from a sanctified state. Now if he did not attain t)\is assurance by immediate revelation, then he had it 'n\ the same v/ay as others have,
by m.aking use of those marks and characters which are given
of the truth of grace ; and accordingly he argues, that though,
at present, lie thought himself to be in s^ sanctified state, from
ihe same evidences that others conclude themselves to be so;
yet if corrupt nature should prevail over him, which it would
do, ii he did not keep his body in subjection, or if he were
guilty of those vile abominations which unregenerate persons
are chargeable with, then it would appear, that tbas p.ssu.raace
;

:

:

:
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grounded, his hope of salvation delusive, and he no
and so, notwithstanding his having
;
preached to others, he would be found, in the end, among them
who were false professors, and accordingly rejected of God
therefore we may observe, that it is one thing for a person to
exercise that caution, and use those means to prevent sin, which^^
if he should commit, would prove him an hypocrite ; and another thing for one that is a true believer, to be suffered to commit those sins whereby he would apostatize from God, and so
miss of salvation.
And this will serve to answer another objection that is usually brought against the doctrine we are maintaining, as though
it were inconsistent with that holy fear which believers ought
to have of falling, as an inducement to care and watchfulness
in the discharge of their duty; as it is said in Prov. xxviii. 14.
Happxj is the man that fear eth ahvays ; inasmuch as we must
distinguish between that fear of caution, which is a preservative against sin, and includes a watchfulness over our actions,
that we may not dishonour God thereby ; and an unbelieving
fear, that though we are in a state of grace, and are enabled
to exercise that diligence and circumspection that becomes
christians, yet we have no foundation whereon to set our foot,
or ground to hope for salvation. Or, it is one thing to fear,
lest we should, by giving way to sin, dishonour God, grieve
his Spirit, and wound our own consciences, and do that which
is a disgrace to the gospel, through the prevalency of corrupt
nature, whereby we shall have ground to conclude that we
thought ourselves something when we were nothing, deceiving
our own souls ; and another thing to fear that we shall perish
and fall, though our hearts are right with God, and we have
reason to expect that we shall be kept by his power, through
faith, unto salvation.
shall conclude this answer with some few inferences
from what has been said, to prove the doctrine of the saints*
perseverance as contained therein. And,
1. Since we do not pretend to assert that all who make a
profession of religion are assured that they shall never apostatize, but only true believers, let unbelievers take no encouragement from hence to conclude, that it shall be well with them
ill

other thun an hypocrite

We

in the end.

Many

are externally called

who

are not really

and presume that they shall be saved, though, without ground, inasmuch as they continue in impenitency and unbelief ; such have no warrant to take comfort from the doctrine we have been maintaining.
2. We may, from what has been said, observe the difference
between the security of a believer's state, as his hope is fixed
on the stability of the covenant, and the promises thereof, reVol. III.
Hh
sanctified

;

or saints' ferseveranxe ik grace.
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lating to his salvation, together Avith the Spirit's witness, with
ours, concerning our own sincerity ; and that which we gene-

carnal security, whereby a person thinks himselt safe,
things shall go well with hirn, though he make proThis is an unvision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof
"warrantable security in a state of unregeneraey, or licentiousjrally call

or that

all

:

ness,

which

nance

to.

this doctrine

does n»t in the least give counte-

From what

has been said concerning the apostasy of
which they once made a profession of,
we may infer ; that it is only the grace of God experienced in
truth, that will preserve us from turning aside from the faith
of the gospel. The apostle speaks of some who, by embracing
those doctrines that were subversive of the gospel, ^rt fallen
Jrom grace ^ Gal. v. 4. that is, from the doctrines of grace ; concerning whom he says, that Christ profited them Jiothing^ or
was become of no effect to them^ chap. v. 2, 4. that is, the gospel, which contains a display of the glory of Christ, was of no
saving advantage to them. All the sad instances we have of
many, who are tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine,
and are made a prey to those that lie in wait to deceive, proceed from their being destitute of the grace of God, which
would have a tendency to preserve them from turning aside
from the faith of the gospel.
4. Let us be exhorted to be as diligent and watchful against
the .breakings forth of corruption, and endeavour to avoid all
occasions of sin, as much as though perseverance in grace were
to be ascribed to our own endeavours, or as though God had
given us no ground to conclude that he would enable us to persevere ; and yet, at the same time, depend on his assistance,
without Vv'hich this blessing cannot be attained, and hope in his
mercy and faithfulness, and lay hold on the promises which he
has given us, that it shall go well with us in the end, or that
we shall have all joy and peace in believing.
5. Let us not only endeavour to persevere, but grow in grace
which two blessings are joined together ; as it is said, The righteous also shall hold en his xvay ; and he that hath clean hands
shall he stronger and stronger^ Job xvii. 9.
6. This doctrine has a great tendency to support and fortify
believers, under the most adverse dispensations of providence,
which, at any time, they are liable to ; and to comfort them under all the assaults of their spiritual enemies ; since though
they may be suffered to discourage or give them interruption
in the exercise of those graces which they have experienced,
yet grace shall not be wholly extinguished.
And sometimes,
py the over-ruling providence of God, those things which ia
themselves have si tsndeucy to weaJicn their faith, shall be or3.

some from

that faith

,-
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dt^red as a means to increase it so that when they can do nothing in their own strength, they may be enabled, by depending on Christ, ami receiving strength from him, to prevail against all the opposition they meet with, and come ofF move than
conquerors^ at last, through him that loved them^ Rom. viii. 37.
,*

Quest.

LXXX.

Can

true believers be infalliblif assured that
and that they shall persevere

they arc in the estate oj" grace.,
therein unto salvation ^

Answ. Such

as truly believe in Christ, and endeavour to walk
good conscience before him, may, without extraordinary revelation, by faith grounded upon the truth of God's
promises, and by the Spirit, enabling them to discern in themselves those graces to which the promises of life are made,
and bearing witness with their spirits, that they are the children of God, be infallibly assured that they are in a state of
grace, and shall persevere therein unto salvation.

in all

HAVING

before considered a believer as made partaker
of those graces of the Holy Spirit that accompany salvation, whereby his state is rendered safe, and also that he shall
not draw back unto perdition, but shall attain the end of his
faith, even the salvation of his soul ; it is necessary for the
establishing of his comfort and joy, that he should know himIt is a great blessing to
self to be interested in this privilege.
be redeemed by Christ, and sanctified by the Spirit ; but it is
a superadded privilege to know that we are so, or be assured
that we are in a state of grace, which is the subject insisted on
In which v/e are led,
in this answer
I. To speak something concerning the nature of assurance,
and how far persons may be said to be infallibly assured of
:

their salvation.
II.

We

shall

endeavour

to

prove that

this blessing is attain-

able in this life.
shall consider the character of those to whom it
III.
belongs.
And,
IV. The means whereby it may be attained.
I. Concerning the nature of assurance, and how far persons

We

Assuniay be said to be infallibly assured of their salvation.
rance is opposed to doubting; v/hich is inconsistent therewith ;
so that he who has attained this privilege, is carried above all
those doubts and fears respecting the truth of grace, and his
interest in the love of God, which others are exposed to, whereIt may also
by their lives arc rendered very uncomfortable
be considered us containing in it something more than our bs:
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ing enabled to hope that we are in a state of grace i for though
that affords rehef against despair, yet it falls short of assurance,
which is sometimes called a full assurance ofhope^ Heb. vi. 11.
and it certainly contains a great deal more than a probability,
or a conjectural persuasion relating to this matter ; which is
the only thing that some will allow to be attainable by believers, especially they who deny the doctrine of the saints' perseverance, and lay the greatest stress of man's salvation on his
own free-will, rather than the efficacious grace of God. All
that they will own as to this matter is, that persons may be in
a hopeful way to salvation, and that it is probable they may attain it at last.
But they cannot be fully assured that they shall,
unless they were assured concerning their perseverance^ which,
they suppose, no one can be ; because the carrying on of the
work of grace depends on the free-will of man, as well as the
first beginning of it ; and according to their notion of liberty^
as has been before observed under another answer *, viz^ that
he who acts freely may act the contrary | and consequently,
since every thing that is done in the carrying on of the Work
of grace, is done freely ; no one can be assured that this work
shall not miscarry ; therefore none can attain assurance j this
is what some assert, but we deny.
And it is observed in this
answer, that believers may not only attain assurance that they
are in a state of grace, and shall persevere therein unto salva*
tion, but that they may be infallibly assured hereof, which is
the highest degree of assurance.
Ho%v far this is attainable by
believers!, may be the subject of our farther inquiry.
It is a matter of dispute among some, whether assurance admits of any degrees, or whether a person can be said to be
more or less assured of a thing ? or whether that which does
not amount to the highest degree of certainty, may be called
assurance ? This is denied, by some, for this reason ; because
assurance is the highest and strongest assent that can be given
to the truth of any proposition
accordingly the least defect
of evidence on which it is supposed to be founded, leaves the
mind in a proportionable degree of doubt, as to the truth of it I
in which case there may be a probability, but not an assurance.
If this method of explaining the meaning of the word be true,
then it is beyond dispute, that they who have attained assurance
of their being in a state of gi-ace, may be said to be infallibly
assured thereof : Whether this be the sense of that expression
in this answer, I will not pretend to determine ; neither shall I
enter any farther into this dispute, which amounts to little more
than what concerns the propriety or impropriety of the sense
of the word assurance. All that I shall add concerning it, is,
that according to our common mode of speaking it is reckon ',

*
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cd no absurdity for a person to say he is sure of a tiling, though
be possible for him to huve greati^r evidence of the triuh
thereof, and consiqucutly a greater degree of assurancct
Thu'i
the assurance that arises from the possession of a thing cannot
but be greater than that which attends the bare expectation of
it
Therefore whatever be the sense of that infLiillbie assurance,
which is here spoken of ; vve cannot suppoae tliut there is any
degree of as.mraiice attainable in this life, concerning the happiness of the saints in htavtn, equal to that which tliey have
who are actually possessed of that blessedness ; to suppose this
would be to confound earth and heaven together, or expectation with actual fruition.
As to what relates to our assurance thereof, there is another
matter of dispute among some, vvhich I am tiot desirous to enter into ; naniely, whether it is possible for a believer to be as
sure that he shall be saved, as he is that he exists, or that he
is a sinner, and so stands in need of salvation ? or whether it
is possible for a person to be as sure that he shall be saved, as
he is sure of that truth which is matter of pure revelation, viz.
that he, that believes shall be saved? or v/hcthi.r it is possible
for a person to be as sure tliat he has the truth of grace, as he
may be that he perforins any actions, whether natural or rcli*
gious ; such as speaking, praying, reading, hearing, &c. or
whether we may be as sure that we have a principle of grace,
as we are that we put forth such actions, as seem to proceed
from that principle, when engaged in the performance of some
religious duties ? If any are disposed to defend the possibility
of our attaining assurance in so great a degree as thi^, as what
they think to be the meaning of what some divines have asserted, agreeably to whnt i contained in this answer, that a believer may be infallibly assured of his salvation, I will not enter
the list with thera ; though I very much question v/hether it
will not be a matter of too great difficulty for them to support
their argument, without the least appearance of exception to it.
Nevertheless, (that I may not extenuate or deny the privileges which some saints have been favoured with, who have been,
as it were, in the suburbs of heaven, and not only had a prelibation, but a kind of sensation, of the enjoyments thereof, and
expressed as full an assurance as thougli they h:-.d been actually in heaven) ; it cannot be denied that this, in various instan) an assurance of inces, has amounted, as near as possible,
fallibility ; and tliat such a degree of assurance has been attained, by some bdievers, both in former and later ages, will be
proved Under a following head, which, I am apt to think, i*;
"what is intended in this answer, by the possil/illty of a belieBut let it be conver's being infallibly assured of salvation.
it
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rlt of God, by his immediate testimony, has favoured tliera
with, as to this matter, which are not to be reckoned as a standard, %vhereby we may judge of that assurance which God's
children de&irCj and sometimes enjoy, which falls short of it
Therefore, when God is pleased to give a believer such a degree of assurance, as carries him above all his doubts and fears,
with respect to his being in a state of grace, and fills him with
those joys which arise from hence, that are unspeakable, and
full ot glory ; this is that assurance which we are now to con-

sider, which, in this

answer is called an infallible assurance ;
be more or less properly so called, we have nothing
farther to add ; but shall proceed,
II. To prove that this privilege is attainable in this present
life ; and tnat it may appear to br; so, let it be considered,
1. That if the knovv-iedge of other things which are of less
importance, be attainable, then certainly it is possible for us to
.attain that which is of the greatest importance.
This argument
is lounded on the goodness of God ; if he has given us sufficient means to lead us into the knowledge of other things,
which respect our comfort and happiness in this world ; has he
left us altogether destitute of those means whereby we may
conclude, that it shall go v/ell with us in a better ? God has
sometimes been pleased to favour his people with some intimations concerning the blessings of common providence, which
they might expect for their encouragement, under the trials
and difficulties which they were to meet with in the world ; and
our Saviour encourages his disciples to expect, that notwithstanding their present destitute circumstances, as to outwaYf!
things; yet their Father^ wlio knorvs that thcij had needofthem^
would supply their wants ; and therefore they had no reason
to be over-solicitous in taking thought xvhat they should eat and
dr'mk^ and wherevohhal they shoidd be clothed^ Matt. vi. 31, 32.
and if God, that he may encourage the faith of his people, gives
them assurance that no temptation shall befal them^ but what is
common to men ; or, that they shall not be pressed down, so as
to sink and despair of help from hirii, under the burdens and
difiicukies that, in the course of his providence, he lays on
them ; I say, if God is pleased to give sucli intimations to his
people, with respect to their condition in this world, that they
may be assured that it shall go well with them, as to many
things that concern their outward circumstances therein ; may*
we not conclude from hence, that tlie assurance of those things
that concern their everlasting salvation may be attained ? or,
if the promises that respect the one may be depended on so as
to afford relief against all doubts and fears that may arise from
our present circumstances in the world ; may we not, with as
good reason, suppose, thut the promises which respect the other,

whether
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on and peiftcting the work of grace, atford
equal matter of cncouragcineiit ; aud consequently, that the
one is as much to be depended on, as the other; so that as the
apostle says, they v/ho have fled for refuge, to lay hold on the
hope set before them, may have strong consolation arising from
thence, Heb. vi. la.
Objcc. It will be objected to this, that the promises that respect outward blessings are not alv/ays fulfilled, aud therefore
we cannot be assured concerning our future condiiicn, as to
outward circumstances in the world; though godlinti^s, as the
apostle says, hath the promise of the world that ncv/ is, as -.veil
as that which is to come. This appears from the uncomn:ion
instances of affliction, that the best men often meet with, which
others are exempted from. Therefore the promises which respect the carrying on and completing the work of grace, will
not afford that assurance of salvation which we suppose a believer may attain to, as founded thereon.
Anszv. In answer to this it may be replied, that the promises of outward blessings ai-e always fulfiilcd, either in kind or
value. Sometimes the destitute state of believers, as to the
good things of this life, is abundantly compensated with those
TO wit, the carrying

spiritual blessings, Mhich are, at present, bestowed on, or reserved for them hereafter ; and therefore, if their condition in
the world be attended with little else but affliction, they have
no reason to say that they are disappointed ; for while they are
denied the lesser, they have the greater blessings instead thereof, so that their assurance of the accomplishment of the projnises of outward blessings, must be understood with this limibut as to spiritual blessings, which God has promised
tation
to his people, there is no foundation for any distinction of their
being made good in kind or in value ; if the promise of eternal
life; be not made good according to the letter of it, it cannot be,
therefore, since God
in any sense, said to be accomplished
gives his people these promises as a foundation of hope, we mayconclude from thence, that the assurance of behevers, relating
to their salvation, is as much to be depended on as the assurance they have, founded on the promises of God, concerniniany blessings which may tend to support them in their present
condition in the world.
2. That assurance of justification, sanctification and salvation, may be attained in this life, is farther evident from the
obligations which persons are under to pray for these privileges, and to bless God for the experience which they have of
the one, and the ground which they have to expect the other.
That it is our duty to pray for them is no less certain than that
we stand in need of them ; this therefore being taken for granted, it may be inferred from hence, that there is some way by
:

:
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which we may know that our prayers are answered, the contrary to Avhich would be a very discouraging consideration ;
neither could the experience hereof be alleged as a motiv-e to
the performance of the duty of prayer, as the Psalmist says,
thou that htarest prmjcr^ unto th^e shall allfesh come^ PsaU
Ixv. 2. Nor could any btliever have the least reason to say as
he does elsewhere, Verily God hath heard ?7?e, he hath attended
to the voice of my prayer, Psal. ixvi, 19. And the apostle says,

we

ask any thiji^ according to his rvill, he heareth usy
and this is said in the following words, to be
known by us, v/e know that we have the petitions that we desired of him ; therefore it follows, that we may know from the
exercise of faith in prayer, for the forgiveness of sin, that our
iniquities are forgiven ; the same may be said concerning the
subject-matter of our prayer for all other blessings that accompany salvation; and consequently it is possible for us to know
whether God has granted us thfse blessings or no.
But if it be replied to this, that it is not absolutely necessary
that an humble suppliant should have any intimations given
him, that his petition shall be granted ; or that it would be a
very unbecoming thing lor such an one to sajr, that he will not
ask for a favour, if he be not sure before-hand that it will he
that if
1

John

V. 14, 15.

bestowed.

To this it may be answered, That we are not only to pray
lor saving blessings, but to praise God for our experience thereof; as it is said, Whoso offer eth praise glorifeth 7ne^ Psal. 1. 23.
and praise is comely for the upright, Psal. xxxiii. 1. Now this
Kupposes that we know that God has bestowed the blessings
we prayed for upon us. If the Psalmist calls upon his soul to
hles& the

Lordfor forgiving him all his iniquities, Psal. ciii. 2,
that there was some method by which he
the assurance of the blessing which he praises God

we must suppose

3.

attained

which leads us to consider,
That some have attained this privilege, therefore it is not
hvipossible for others to. attain it. That some have been assured of their salvation, is evident from the account we have
thereof in several scriptures, Thus the apostle tells the church
for

;

3.

lie

writes to,

God hath

7iot

appointed us

to xvrath,

but to obtain

and he says concerning himself, J kno-u>
and lam persuaded that he is able to keep

salvation, 1 Thes. v. 7.

zvho7n I have believed,
that which I have committed unto him^ against that day^ 2 Tim..
3.

12.

Ohjec.

To this

it is

objected, that though

it is

true,

some

per-

sons of old, have experienced this privilege, yet it does not
follow from hence that we have any ground to expect it since
they attained it by extraordinary revelation, in that age in which
they were favoured with the spirit of inspiration, whereby they
°,
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arrived to the knowledge of things future, even such as It was
impossible for them otherwise to have known, at least, they
could not without these extraordinary intimations, have arrived to any more than a probable conjecture concerning thi'-.
matter and this is not denied by those who oppose the doctrine of assurance : whereas, to pretend to more than this, is
to suppose that we have it by extraordinary inspiration, which,
at present, can be reckoned no other than enthusiasm.
Ans7V. To this it may be replied, That though God does not
give the church, at present, the least ground to expect extraordinary intimations concerning their interest in spiritual and saving blessings, as he formerly did ; yet we must not conclude
that there is no method whereby they may attain the assurance
hereof in a common and ordinary way, by the internal testimony of the Spirit ; which, as will farther appear under a following head, differs very much from enthusiasm ; since it is attended with, and founded on those evidences which God has
given hereof in scripture, which they, in a way of self-examination, are enabled to apprehend in themselves. That this may
appear, let it be considered,
(1.) That there never was any privilege conferred upon the
church by extraordinary revelation, while that dispensation was
continued therein, but the same, or some other which is equivalent thereunto, is still conferred in an ordinary way, provided
it be absolutely necessary for the advancing the glory of God,
and their edification and consolation in Christ. If this were
not true, the church could hardly subsist, much less would the
present dispensation of the covenant of grace excel the other
which the church was under in former ages, as to those spiritual
privileges which they have ground to expect. It is, I think, allowed by all, that the gospel-dispensation, not only in the beginning thereof, when extraordinary gifts were confen-ed, but
in its continuance, now they are ceased, excels that which went
before it, with respect to the spiritual privileges which are conferred therein. Now if God was pleased formerly to converse
with men in an extraordinary way, and thereby give them an
intimation of things relating to their salvation, but, at present,
withholds not only the way and manner of revealing this to
them, but the blessings conveyed thereby ; then it will follow,
that the church is in a worse state than it v/as before ; or else
it must be supposed that these privileges are not absolutely necessary to enable them to glorify God, which they do by offering praise to him, and to their attaining that peace and joy
which they are given to expect in a way of believing; but if
the church were destitute of this privilege, it would be in a very
unhappy state, and retain nothing that could compensate the
loris of those extraordinarv gifts that are now ceased.
Vol.. III.
I '
;
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They who insist on this objection, and charge the doctrlnf*
of assurance as what savours of enthusiasm, are obliged, bv

own method of reasoning, to apply the same objection t'o»
the doctrine of internal, special, efhcacious grace, which we
have, under a foregoing answer,* proved to be the work of the
Spirit; and if these internal works are confined to the extraordinary dispensation of the Spirit, then the church is at present,
as much destitute of sanctification as it is of assurance. Therefore we must conclude, that one no more savours of enthusiasm
than the other; or that we have ground to hope for assurance
of salvation, though not in an extraordinary way, as much as
the saints did in former ages.
(2.) Our Saviour has promised his people the Spirit to perform what is necessary for the carrying on the work of grace
in all ages, even when extraordinary gifts should cease accordingly he says. The Comforter^ which is the Holy Ghost^ whom,
the Father zvill send in my 7ia??ie^ he shall teach you all thing's^
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever J have
said unto you, John xiv. 26. And elsewhere it is said, Te have
an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things, 1 John
ii. 20. And to this privilege of assurance, it is said, JVe have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of
God, that we might kiioxv the things that are freelij given to us
of God, 1 Cor. ii, 12. And there are many other promises of
the Spirit, which though they had their accomplishment, as to
what respects the conferring extraordinary gifts, in the first age
of the church ; yet they have a farther accomplishment in what
the Spirit was to bestov/ on the church in the following ages
thereof, though in an ordinary way. This seems very evident
from scripture ; inasmuch as the fruits of the Spirit are said to
appear in the exercise of those graces which believers have in
all ages, who never had extraordinary gifts
thus it is said.
The fruit of the Spirit, is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Gal. v. 22, 23.
if these graces be produced by the Spirit, as they are called his fruits, and the exercise thereof be not confined to any
particular age of the church, then we must suppose that the
their

:

:

Now

energy extends itself to all ages.
Again, believers are said, to be led by the Spirit, Rom. viii.
14. and this is assigned as an evidence of their being the soils
of God ; and, on the other hand, it is said. If any man have not
the spirit of Christ, he is 7ione of his, ver. 9. from whence we
may conclude, that there was, in the apostles' days, an effusion
of the Spirit, common to all believers, besides that which was
conferred in an extraordinary way, on those who were favoured
with the gift of inspiration ; otherwise, the having the Spirit
Spirit's
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would not have been considered as a privilege belonging only
and being destitute of it, an argument of a per*

to believers,

not belonging to Christ. As for the extraordinary dispensation of the Holy Ghost, it was not inseparably connected
^vith salvation ; for many had it who were Christians only in
name, and had nothing more than a form of godliness ; and on
the other hand, many true believers brought forth those fruits
which proceeded from the Spirit, in an ordinary way, who had
not these extraordinary gifts conferred on them. Moreover the
apostle speaks of believers through the Spirit mcrtifijing the
deeds of the body^ Rom. vili. 13. Now if the work of mortification be incumbent on believers in all ages, then the influences of the Spirit, enabling hereunto, may be expected in all
ages. Now to apply this to our present argument ; the Spirit's
bearing witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God,
which is the foundation of that assurance which we are pleading for, is, together with the other fruits and effects of the Spirit but now mentioned, a privilege which believers, as such, are
given to desire and hope for, and stand in as much need of as
those who had this or other privileges conferred on them in au
extraordinary way, in the first age of the gospel-church.
And to all this we might add, that the extraordinary gifts of
the Spirit at that time, were conferred on particular persons,
and not on whole churches ; but assurance is considered, by
the apostle, as a privilege conferred on the church to which he
writes, that is, the greatest part of them, from whence the denomination is taken ; upon which account, the apostle speaking
to the believing Corinthians, says, We hioxv that if our earthy
house of this tabernacle rvf^re dissolved^ xve have a building' of
God^ an house not made xvith hand.'iy eternal in the heavens^ 2 Core
V. 1. by which he does not only intend himself and other ministers, but the generality of believers, at that time, who are described as walking by faith
and there are many other things
said concerning them in the foregoing and following verses
which makes it sufficiently evident, that the apostle intends
more than himself and other ministers, when he speaks of their
having assurance, since many had it who were not made partakers of extraordinary gifts. I'herefore we must not conclude
that the church has, at present, no ground to expect this privilege, so that they are liable to the charge of enthusiasm if
they do. But that this objection may farther appear not to be
sufficient to overthrow the argument we are maintaining, we
may appeal to the experience of many believers in this present
age, who pretend not to extraordinary revelation ; and therefore let it be considered,
tson's

:

(3.) That many, in later ages, since extraordinary revelation
has ceased, have attained this privilege, and consequently it is
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attainable. To deny this would be to offend against the
generation of God's people, of whom many have given their
testimony to this truth, who have declared what a comfortable
sense they have had of their interest in Christ, and the sensible impressions they have enjoyed of his love shed abroad in
their hearts, whereby they have had, as it were, a prelibation
of the heavenly blessedness ; and this has been attended with
the most powerful influence of the Spirit of God enabling them
to exercise those graces which have been agreeable to these
comfortable experiences, whereby they have been carried
through, and enabled to surmount the greatest difRculties
which have attended them in this life. And many have been
supported and comforted therewith, at the approach of death,
in which respect the sting thereof has been taken away, and
they have expressed themselves v/ith a kind of triumph over
it, in the apostle's words,
dcath^ where is thy stin^ ?
gravcy
•where is thy victory ? 1 Cor. xv. 55.
That some have been favoured with this invaluable privilege is undeniable ; the account we have in the history of the
lives and deaths of many, who have been burning and shining
lights in their generation, puts it out of all doubt.
And if this
\vere not sufficient, we might appeal to the experience of many
now living, since there is scarce any age or place in v/hich the
gospel comes with power, but we have some instances of the
Spirit's testimony to his own work, whereby it comes, with
much assurance, a comfortable sense of God's love, peace of
conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost, which is the first-fruits
and earnest of eternal life. But since this will be particularly
insisted on under a following answer *, and farther proofs given hereof; we may, at present, take it for granted, that many
have been assured of their being in a state of grace, vrho have
not made the least pretension, to inspiration ; and to charge
them with enthusiasm, or a vain ungrounded delusion, is to
cast a reflection on the best of men, as v/ell as on one of the
highest privileges which we can enjoy in this world.
I am sensible that it will be objected to this, that though
some have indeed expressed such a degree of assurance, yet
this will only afford conviction to those that have it, who are
best judges of their own experience, and the evidence whereon
it is founded ; but this is not a sufficient proof to us, with respect to whom it is only matter of report And it may be said,
on the other hand, that it is possible they might be mistaken
who have been so sure of their ovv^n salvation.
But to this it may be replied, that it is very unreasonable to
siuppose that all have been mistaken or deluded, who have dedared that they have been favoured with this blessing ; chari-

now

:
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and if there be no
must all have been
deceived, who have concluded that they hud it.
Moreover,
this privilege has been attained, not only by a few persons, and
these the more credulous part of mankind, or by such who have
not been able to assign any marks or evidences tending to sup;

possibility of attaining this assurance, they

port

but

it ;

many

believers have experienced

same time, have been

far

it,

M'ho, at the

from discovering any weakness of

judgment, or disposition to unwarrantable credulity ; yea, they
have enjoyed it at such a time when they have been most sensible of tlic deceitfulness of their own hearts, and could not
but own that there was a peculiar hand of God herein ; and the
same persons, when destitute of the Spirit's testimony, have acknowledged themselves to have used their utmost endeavours
to attain

As

it,

but in vain.

which this will afford to us who arc
though we suppose it true to a demonstration, to those who have it, as being matter of sensation to
them, it is only matter of report to us ; which we are no farther bound to believe than we can depend on the credibility of
their evidence, who have declared that they have experienced
it.
To this it may be replied, that if there be such a thing as
certainty founded on report, which to deny, would be the greatest degree of scepticism ; and if this has been transmitted to
us, by a great number of those who cannot be charged with
any thing that looks like a disposition to deceive either themselves or others; then we are bound to believe, from their own
testimony, that there is such an assurance to be attained by
those who pretend not to receive it by extraordinary inspiration from the Spirit of God.
This leads us,
to the conviction

destitute hereof

III.

To

;

that

consider the character of the persons to whom this
Accordingly they are described in this an-

privilege belongs.

who truly believe in Christ, and endeavour to
walk in all good conscience before him
these only have
ground to expect this privilege. It is an assurance of our havswer, as such

:

ing the truth of grace that we are considering ; M'hich supposes
a person truly to believe in Christ ; and accordingly it is distinguished from that unwarrantable presumption whereby many persuade themselves that they shall be saved, though they
be not sanctified. It is not t/w hope of the hypocrite we are
speaking of, which, as it is said, shall perish, and be cut off
7vhose trust shall be as the spider* s web^ which shall be swept
away with the besom of destruction, and be like the giving up
of the ghost, which shall end in everlasting despair. Job viii.
13, 14. and chap. xi. 20. but it is a well-grounded hope, such
as is accompanied with, and supported by the life of faith ; so
that we are first enabled to act grace, and then to discern the
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truth thereof in our own souls, and accordingly reap the comfortable fruits and effects that attend this assurance ; as the apostle prays in the behalf of the believing Romans, that the

God of hope xvoiildJi.lt them with allj&y and peace in believing^
!Rom. XV. 13. So that an unbeliever has no right to this privilege, and, indeed, from the nature of the thing, it is preposterous for a person to be assured of that, which in itself has no
reality, as the apostle says. If a man think himself to be something xvhcn he is nothings he deceiveth hvnself Gal. vi. 3. And
if faith be necessary to assurance, then it follows, as it is farther observed in this answer, that they who have attained this
privilege, walk in all good conscience before God ; whereby
the sincerity of their faith is evinced
Thus the apostle says,
Our rejoicing is this^ the testimo7iy of our conscience^ that i?2
simplicitu and godly sincerity, not zvith fleshly wisdom, but bzf
the grace of God^ xvc ha'oe had aiir conversation hi the ivorld^ 2
Cor. i. 12.
IV. We are now to consider the means by which assurance
is to be attained, viz^ not by extraordinary revelation, but by
faith, founded on the promises of God.
As to the former of
these, we have already considered, that assurance may be attained without extraordinary revelation, as has been experienced by some in this present dispensation of the gospel, in which
extraordinary revelation is ceased. And, indeed, it may be
observed, in the account the scripture gives of this privilege,
that it does not appear, that when extraordinary revelation was
granted to many, in the first age of the gospel, that the design
thereof was to lead men into the knowledge of their own state,
so as that they should attain assurance of their interest in Christ,
and right to eternal life that way. The mai;n design of inspiration was to qualify ministers in an extraordinary way to
:

seemed then to resome doctrines
which could not otherwise be known
And, inasmuch as it
was an extraordinary dispensation of divine providence, it was
an expedient to give conviction to the world, concerning the
truth of the christian religion, since God hereby was pleased
to converse in an immediate way with men, and testified by
this, the great regard he had to his church, and answered the
great ends of inspiration, in propagating that religion which
was then to be set up in the world. But v/e do not find that
the work of grace was ordinai'ily wrought, or carried on this
way ; nor Avas it God's instituted means, without which they
could not attain assurance, which the saints' arrived to, in that
age of extraordinary inspiration, the same way as we are to expi-each the gospel, as the necessity of affairs

quire

it; it

was

also necessary for the imparting
:

pect to attain

by immediate

it.

It is true,

God

revelation, that he

has occasionally intimated,

would save seme

particular
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the hook of lift\
and extraordinary inbtance
of divine condescension, that some should be described by
name, in scripture, who had obtained this privilege ; though
it is not designed hereby that othei's should expect to attain it
this way ; and therefore it will be hard to prove that the apostle Paul, and others whom he speaks of, who were assured of
their salvation, though they received the knowledge of other
things by inspiration, were led into the knowledgeof their own
state in such a way, much less may we expect to attain assurance by extraordinary revelation. And this leads us to consider the ordinary means whereby we may attain it, which is,
in this answer, said to be, by faith, grounded on the truth of
God's promises, and the Spirit's testimony, whereby we are
enabled to discern in ourselves those graces which accompany
salvation ; accordingly we must consider,
1. That in order to our arriving to a comfortable persuasion
that we shall be saved, there must be promises of life and salvation revealed, which are contained in the gospel ; these are
remotely necessary thereunto ; for without a promise of salvation we can have no hope of it j but notwithstanding these proPhil. iv. 3. but this

was

xvci-e rvrittcn in

a special

mises are contained therein, yet many are destitute of it.
2. It is also necessary, in order to our attaining assurance,
that there should be some marks and evidences revealed in the
word of God, as a rule for persons to try themselves by, in order to their knowing that they are in a state of grace. Now
we may say concerning this, as well as the former, to wit, the
promises of £i,lvation recorded, that though it be necessary to
assurance ; yet it is only an objective means for our attaining
it, inasmuch as we are hereby led to see what graces experienced, or duties performed by us, have the promise of salvation
annexed to them ; and therefore let me add,
3. That it is necessary that we should discern in ourselves
those marks and evidences of grace to which the promise of
salvation is annexed ; otherv^ise we have no right to lay claim
to it ; accordingly it is our duty to look into ourselves, and observe what marks of grace we have, from whence we may, by
the Spirit's testimony vn'<\\ ours, discern ourselves to be in a
state of i^race ; whicli leads us to consider,
(l.) I'hat in order to our attaining assurance, we must exercise the duty of self-examination.
(2.) What we may truly call a mark or evidence of grace,
whereby we may discern that we are in a state of salvation.
(3.) Notwithstanding this we a^-o to depend on, hope, and
pray for, the testimony of the Spirit with our spirits, that we
are the children of God, and thnt these ^'vidences are found
in us.

;
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our attaining assurance, it is necessary that.
exercise the duty of self-examination, which is God^s ordinance for this end. And in order hereunto, let it be consi(1.) In order to

we

dered,
[1.] That it is certainly a duty and privilege for us to ktiow
ourselves, not only what we do, but what we are ; for without
this, whatever knowledge we may have of other things, we are
chargeable with great ignorance in a matter of the highest importance ; neither can we be sufficiently humble for those sins
we commit, or thankful for the mercies we receive. If we reckon it an advantage to know what is done in the world, and are
very inquisitive into the affairs of others, it is much more necessary and reasonable for us to endeavour to know what more
immediately relates to ourselves ; or if we are very desirous to
know those things that concern our natural or civil affairs in the
world J whether we are in prosperous or adverse circumstances therein, ought we not much more to enquire, how matters
stand with us, as to v/hat concerns a better world ?
cannot know the state of our souls, without impar[2.]
tial self-examination.
This is evident from the nature of the
thing.
As enquiry is the means for our attaining knowledge
so looking into ourselves is a means of attaining self-acquaint-

We

ance.
[3.] Self-examination is a duty founded on a divine command,
and an ordinance appointed for our attaining the knowledge of
our state. Thus the apostle says, Exmnine yourselves y whether
ye be in the faith ; prove your oxvnselves^ 2 Cor. xiii. 5. and
whatever duty God has commanded us to engage in, as expecting any spiritual privilege to attend it, that is properly an ordinance for the attaining that privilege ; and if so, then it is an
argument to enforce the performance of that duty. Having
therefore proved self-examination to be a christian's duty, we
And here
fihall now consider how it ought to be performed.
let it be observed, that as it is God's ordinance, we are to have
a due regard to his presence, and consider him as an heart
searching God, and depend on his assistance, without which it
cannot be performed to any great advantage ; but more par-

ticularly,

We

are to engage in this duty deliberately. It cannot
Ist^
As
well be performed v/hile v/e are in an hurry of business.
every thing is beautiful in its seasons, so time ought to be redeemed, and we to retire from the world, to apply ourselves
to this as well as other secret duties, and the rather, because a
rash and hasty judgment concerning any thing, is generally

and must be reckoned an argument of weakness in him
it, and it will be much more so when the thing to
be determined in of snch vast importance.

faulty,

that passes
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ought to be done frequently ; not like those things
be performed but once in our lives, or only upon

to

some extraordinary occasions, but often, at least, so often, that
no piesumptuous sin may be committed, nor any extraordinary judgment inflicted on us, or mercy vouchsafed to us, without a due observation thereof, in order to our improving them
Neveraright to the glory of God, and our own edification
theless, we cannot exactly determine what relates to the frequency of this duty, any more than we can prescribe to those
who are in a way of trade and business in the world, how often they are to cast up their accounts, and set their books in
order, that they may judge whether they go forward or back-*
ward in the world Notwithstanding, as the neglect hereof ha'j
been detrimental to many, as to their worldly affairs
so the
neglect of self-examination has been often found an hindrance
:

:

;

to our comfortable procedure in our christian course : However, so far as we may advise concerning the frequency of thi«^

duty, it would redound much to the glory of God and our own
advantage, if, at the close of every day, we would call to mind
the experiences we have had, and observe the frame of spirit
with which we have engaged in all the business thereof. This
the Psalmist advises when he says, Commune zvith your cxu?i
heart upon your hed, and be stilly Psal. Iv. 4.
Moreover, it is adviseable for us to perform this duty whenever we engage in other solemn stated religious duties, whether public or private, that we may know what matter we have
for prayer, or praise, v/liat help we want from God, against the
prevalency of corruption or temptation, or what answers of
prayer we have received from him, or what success we have
had under any ordinance, in which we have engaged, as well
as what the present frame of our spirit is, when drawing nigh
to God in any holy duty.
odlij^ It ought to be performed with great diligence, inasmuch as it is no easy matter to arrive to such a knowledge oi
ourselves, and the secret working of our hearts and affections,
in what respects things divine and heavenly, or to discern thttruth of grace, so as not to mistake that for a saving work,
which has only the external shew of godliness, v/ithoutthe power of it ; this requires great diligence and industry to know
Accordingly the Psalmist, in speaking concerning the performance of this duty, says, I commune zuith mine 07un hearty and
my spirit made diligent search^ Psal. Ixxvii. G. The thing to
be enquired into is not barely, whether we are sinners in general, or exposed to many miseries in this life, as the consequence thereof ? for this is sufficiently evident by daily experience. But we are to endeavour after a more particular knowv.-heiher
ledge of ourselves, and acrordinglv are to enqvir-:'
:

:

Voj.

II r.

K

1:

;
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Sin hath dominion over us to such a degree, so that all the
powers and faculties of our souls are enslaved thereby, and we
commit sin in such a way, as denominates us, as our Saviour
expresses it, servants of sin ? John viii. 34. or, whether sin be
loathed and abhorred, avoided and repented of ? and as to our
state, we are to enquire ; whether we have ground to conclude
that we are justified, and thereby delivered from the guilt of
sin, and the condemning sentence of the law I or, whether we
remain in a state of condemnation, and the wrath of God abideth on us ? We must enquire, whether the work of grace be
really begun, so that we are effectually called, and enabled to
put forth spiritual actions from a renewed nature ? and whether
this work is going forward or declining ? what is the strength
or weakness of our faith ? Also we are to enquire, what is the
general tenor of our actions ? Avhether the ends we design in
all religious duties are right and warrantable ? whether our improvement in grace bears any proportion to the means we are
favoured with \
Moreover, we are to examine ourselves ; whether we perform all those relative duties that are incumbent on us, so as
to glorify God in our conversation with men, whereby we endeavour to do good to, alnd receive good from them, and accordingly improve our talents to the glory of God, from whom
we received them ? These and such like things are to be enquired into, which will be more immediately subservient to the

attaining this privilege of assurance.

Self-examination ought to be performed with the
Conscience, which is to act the part of a
must be faithful in its dictates and determinations, it being a matter of the greatest importance ; and
therefore, in passing a judgment on our state, we must pro*
(ceed according to the rules of strict justice, not denying, on
the one hand, vv^hat we have received from God, or resolutely
concluding against ourselves, that there is no hope, when there
are many things that afford matter of peace and comfort to us
nor, on the other hand, are we to think ourselves something
when we are nothing.
Therefore some are obliged to conclude, as the result of this
enquiry, into their state, that they are unregenerate and destitute of the saving grace of God. This sentence persons are
obliged to pass on themselves, who are grossly ignorant, not
sensible of the plague of their own hearts, and altogether un*
acquainted with the way of salvation by Jesus Christ, or the
method pi-escribed in the gospel, for the sinner's justification
or freedom from the guilt of sin, in a fiducial application of
Christ's righteousness, which is the only means conducive
thereunto ; and who knov; not what is included in evangelical
Afthhj^

greatest impartiality.
judge and a witness,
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repentance; how sin is to be mortified, and what it is to depend on Christ in the execution of his oflices of propliet, priest,
and king, at least, if they have not such a degree of the knowledge oi these things, though they cannot fully and clearly describe them, as may influence their practice, and excite those
graces,

\f hich

have ground

all

true converts are enabled to exercise, they

to conclude that they are

iii a state of unregeneracy. And to this we may add, that a person must conclude
against himself, that he is destitute of the grace of God, if he
allows himself in the omission of known duties, or the com-

known

sins, and is content with a form of godlipower thereof, or values and esteems the
praise of men more than of God ; such must conclude that

mission of

ness, without the

their hearts are not right with him.
Sthly^
must examine ourselves concerning our state,
with a resolution, by the grace of God, to make a right improvement of that judgment which we are bound to pass on

We

ourselves.

And

therefore, if we apprehend that

of unregencracy,

on God

in all his

we

we

are not to sink into despair

are in a state

;

appointed means and ordinances,

but to wait
'n\ order to

our obtaining the first grace, that, by the powerl\il influences
of the Spirit, there may be such a true change wrought in us,
that we may have ground to hope better things concerning ourselves, even things which accompany salvation. And if we find
that we have experienced the grace of God in truth, we may
be disposed to give him all the glory ; to exercise a continued
dependence on him, for what is still lacking to complete the
work, and as we have received Christ Jesus the Lord to walk
in him.
6t/ili/y This duty must be performed with judgment ; and
accordingly we are to compare our hearts and actions with thf
rule which is prescribed in the word of God, whereby v/e may
know whether wc have thosje marks and evidences of grace,
from whence we may conclude, tha.t we have a good foundation to l)uild on, and that our hope is such as shall never makeashamed ; which Icad.o U3 to consider,
(2.) What we may truly call a mark or evidence of grace,

whereby we may discern

that we are in a state of salvation.
In order to our understanding this, we must consider,
1. That every thing, whjch is a mark or evidence of a thing,
must be more known than that which is designed to be eviivced thereby. Tfte sign must always be more known than the
thing signified by it; inasnmch as it is a means of our knowing that which we are at present in doubt about. As when the
finger is placed in a cross-road, to direct the traveller v/hicJ
way he is to take.
2.
mnrk or evidence of a thing roust contain some csscn

A
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tial property of that which it is designed to evince : thus the
inferring consequences from premises is an es3ential property
belonging to every intelligent creature, and to none else ; therefore it is a mark or evidence thereof; so to design the best
end, and use those means that are conducive thereunto, is an

essential property of a wise man, and consequently a mark or
evidence of wisdom. And, on the other hand, there are some
things, which are not essential properties, but accidental, as an
healthful constitution is to man, or a particular action, that has
some appearance of wisdom and goodness, but not all the necessary mgredients thereof, to a wise or good man.
Now to apply these rules to our present purpose, in determining what we may call marks or evidences of grace. With
respect to the former of them, viz. that a mark must be more
inown than the thing that is evinced thereby ; we may conclude, that eternal election, or the Spirit's implanting a principle of grace in regeneration, cannot be said to be marks or
evidences of sanctification, since these are less known than the
thing designed to be evinced thereby.
And as to the other rule, viz. that a mark must contain an
it follows from
essential property of that which it evinces
hence, that our engaging in holy duties, without the exercise
of grace therein ; or our extending charity to the poor, when
it does not proceed from faith or love to God, he. is no certain evidence of the truth of grace, since a person may perform
these duties and yet be destitute hereof; whereas, that which
is essential to a thing, is inseparable from it. Thus concerning
marks of grace in general ; which I could not but think necessary to premise, inasmuch as some have entertained prejudices
against all marks of grace, and seem to assert, that a believer
is not to judge of his state thereby ; than which, nothing seems
3Tiore absurd. If they who are thus prejudiced against them,
have nothing to say in defence thereof, but that some assign
those things to be marks of grace which are not so, and thereby lead themselves and others, into mistakes about them ; what
has been premised concerning the nature of a mark, or evidence, may, in some measure, fence against this prejudice, as
well as prepare our way for what may be said concerning them.
Therefore we shall, First, consider those things which can
hardly be reckoned marks of grace ; and, Secondly^ what marks
we may judge of ourselves by.
Tirst^ As to the former of these, what are not to be reckoned
marks of grace.
1,
are not to conclude that a person is in a state of grace»
barely because he has a strong impression on his own spirit that
lie is so ; since that is accidental, and not essential to grace,
and many are mistaken v;itli respect to this matter. It is not
:

We
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to be doubted, but they whom '~ur Saviour represents as saying, hord^ Loril^ have xve not prophesied in thtj narne^ and in

thy name have cast out devils, and in thy navie do7ie 7na?iy wonderful iroris. Matt. vii. 2. had a strong persuasion founded
on this evidence, that they were in a state of grace, till they
found themselves mistaken, wlien he commanded them to depart from him P Nothing is more obvious than that many preisume they arc something when they are nothing; and, indeed,
a persuasion that a person is in a state of grace, barely because
he cannot think otherwise of himself, the thing being impressed
on his spirit, without any other evidence, lays such an one too

open to the charge of enthusiasm.
2. An external profession of religion, discovered in the performance of several holy duties, is no certain sign of the truth
of grace ; for this many make who are not effectually called.
Of such as these Christ speaks, when he says, 3Ia7iy arc called^
but fexo are chosen, INIatt. xx. 16. And to this we may add^
rhat persons may have some degree of raised affections, when
attending on the ordinances, some sudden flashes of joy, when
ihey hear of the privileges of believers, both in this and a better world ; though their conversation be not agreeable to their
•confident and presumptuous expectation thereof. And, on the
other hand, some have their fears very much awakened under

the ordinances, as the subject of their meditations has a tendency thereunto ; others have such a degree of sorrow, that it
gives vent to itself in a flood of tears ; as Esau is said to have
sought the blessing ivith tears, Heb. xii. 17. but yet there is
something else wanting to evince the truth of grace. I do not
deny but that it is a great blessing to have raised affections in
holy duties but Avhen this is only in particular instances, and
they are principally excited by some external motives or circumstances attending the ordinance they are engaged in ; and
when the impressions made on them, wear off as soon as the
ordinance is over, in this case we can hardly determine a person to be in a state of grace hereby. The affections, indeed,
;ire warmed in holy duties ; but this is like an iron heated in
the fire, which, when taken out, soon grows cold again ; and
not like that natural heat that remains in the body of man»
which is an abiding sign of life.
But since this subject is to be treated on with the utmost
caution, inasmuch as many are apt to conclude, that they have
no grace, because they have no raised affections, in holy duties, as
well as othei's presume they have grace merel}' because they are
affected therein, let it be farther considered ; that when we speak
of raised aflections, not being a certain mark of grace, we consider them as being destitute of those other evidences, which
contain some essential properties of grace
the affections art
;

:
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often raised by insignificant sounds, oi* by the tone of the vuiv.e,
there is nothing in the matter dehvered, that is adapted

when

to excite any grace, the judgment is not informed thereby, nor
the will persuaded to embrace Christ, as offered in the gospcL
There may be transports of joy in hearing the word, when, at
the same time, corrupt nature retains its opposition to the spirituality thereof.
person may conceive the greatest pleasure
in an ungrounded hope of lieaven, as a state of freedom from
the miseries of this life, when he has no savour or relish of that
holiness which is its glory, in which respect his conversation is
not in heaven ; and he may be very much terrified with the
wrath of God, and the punishment of sin in hell ; when, at the
same time, there is not a due sense of the vile and odious nature of sin, or an abhorrence of it
such instances of raised
affections we intend when we speak of them as no marks or
evidences of the truth of grace. But, on the other hand, when^
together with raised affections, there is the exercise of suitable
graces, and the impression thereof i-emains, when their fervency
is abated or lost, this is a good sign of grace ; whereas, when
they are not accompanied with the exercise of any grace, they
iifford no mark or evidence of the truth thereof.
Now that we may not be mistaken as to this matter, let us
enquire, not only what it is that has a tendency to raise the
affections ; but whether our understandinga are rightly informed in the doctrines of the gospel, and oar wills choose and
embrace what is revealed therein. And if we find it a difficult
matter for our affections to be raised in holy duties, let us farther enquire, whether this may not proceed from our natural
constitution ? and if the passions are not easily moved with any
other things in the common aifairs of life ; we have then n,o reason to conclude that our being destitute hereof in the exercise
of holy duties, is a sign that Ave have not the truth of grace, especially if Christ and divine things are the objects of our set-

A

:

and our hearts are fixed trusting in him.
of those moral duties, which are mategood, is no, certain sign of the truth of grace j I do not

tled choice,
3,

rially

The performance

say that this is not necessary; for when we speak of a mark
of grace, as containing in it what is essential thereunto, we distinguish between that which is a necessary pre-requisite, without which, none can have grace ; and that which is an esseningredient in it. Where there is no morality, there is cerno grace ; but if there be nothing more than this, there
is an essential ingredient wanting, by which this matter mus£
be determined.
person may abstain from gross enormities,
such as murder, adultery, theft, reviling, extortion, covetousness. Sec. and, in many respects, perform the contrary duties,
and yet be destitute of faith in Christ. The Pharisee^ whom
tial

tainly

A
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our Saviour mentions in the gospel, had as much to say on this
subject as any one j yet his heart was not right with God ; nor
was his boasting hereof approved ot by Christ. There are multitudes who perform many religious duties, when it comports
with their secular interests ; they adhere to Christ in a time of
prosperity i but in a time of adversity they fall Irom him ; and
then, that which seemed to be most excellent in them is lost,
and then they appear to be, what they always were, destitute
of the truth of grace.
SecondJi/^

What

We

now proceed

are those

to consider,

marks by which persons may

safe-

ly conclude themselves to be in a state of grace.

In order to
must consider what are the

our determining this matter, we
true and genuine effects of faith, which we find mentioned in
scripture, namely, those oSier graces that accompany or flow
from it as when it is said to xuorA by hve^ Gal. v. 6. or as wc
are hereby enabled to overcome the rvorld^ 1 John v^ 4. or to
despise the honours, riches, and pleasures thereof; especially
when standing in competition with Christ ; or our hearts are
thereby drawn aside from him this effect it produced in Moses, when he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh'' s daughter^
choosing rather to suffer affi'ictwn iv'ith the people of God., than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season., estee?mng the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt^
Heb. xi. 24 26. and in others, who confessed that hey zvere
;

:

—

strangers and pilgrims on the

earth., ver. 13, 16. \i\\o

desired a

an heaiienly ; whose conversation was in
heaven.^ Phil. iii. 10. Moreover, we are to enquire whether it
has a tendency to purify the heart., Acts xv. 9. and so puts U3
upon abhorring, flying from, watching, and striving against
every thing that tends to corrupt and defile the soul
and
whether it tends to excite us to universal obedience, which is
called the obedience offaith., Rom. xvi. 26. and a carefulness to
maintain good xvorks.. Tit. iii. 6. which proceed from, and are
better country., that

is,

!

evidences of the truth of it ? as the apostle says, Sheru me thy
faith without thy luorks., and I ruill shcrv thee my faith by tnu
xvorks., James ii. 18. or, as our Saviour says. The tree is known
by his fruit. But that v/e may more particularly judge of the
truth of grace by the marks and evidences thereof, we must
consider its beginning and progress, or Avith what frame of spirit we first embraced and closed with Christ; and what our
conversation has been since that time.
1. As to the former of these, to wit, our judging of the truth
of grace by the first beginning thereof". Here we are to enquire, what were the motives and inducements that inclined us
to accept of Christ ? Did we first see ourselves lost and undone,
as sinful, fallen creatures ; and were we determined hereupon
have recourse to him fcr salvation, PS the only refuge- vrs

to
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could betake ourselves to ? Did we first consider ourselves as
guilty ; and did this guilt set very uneasy upon us ; and in order to the removal of it, did we betake ourselves to Christ for
forgiveness ? and did we consider ourselves as weak and unable to do what is good, and so apply ourselves to him for
strength against indwelling sin, and victory over the temptations which prevailed against us ?
Moreover, let us enquire, whether it was only a slavish fear
and dread of the wrath of God, and the punishment of sin in
hell, that gave the first turn to our thoughts and affections, so
as to put us on altering our course of life ? or, whether, besides this, we saw the evil of sin arising from its intrinsic nature, and its opposition to the holiness of God ; and was this
attended with shame and self-abhorrence ? and, nt the same
time, did we see the excellency and loveliness of Christ ? was
he precious to us as he is to them that believe P 1 Pet. ii. 7.
Again, let us farther enquire, what were the workings of our
spirits when we first closed with Christ ? did we do this with
judgment, duly weighing what he demands of us in a way of
duty, as well as what we are encouraged to expect from him ?
were we made willing to accept of him in all his offices, and to
have respect to all his commandments ? were we earnestly desirous to have communion with him here, as well as to be glorified with him hereafter ? were we content to submit to the
cross of Christ, to bear his reproach, and to count this preferable to all the glories of the world ? were we willing to be conformed to an humbled suffering Jesus, and to take our lot with
his servants, though they may be reckoned the refuse and offscouring of all things ? And let us farther enquire ; whether
we did this with reliance on his assistance, as being sensible
of the treachery and deceitfulness of our own hearts, and our
utter inability to do what is good, without the aids of his grace i
did we accordingly give up ourselves to him in hope of obtaining help from him, in order to the right discharge of every duty i did we reckon ourselves nothing, and Christ to be all in all,
that all our springs are in him ? This was a good beginning of
the work of gi-ace, which will prepare the way for this grace
of assurance, which we are now considering,
Obj. Some will object against what has been said concerning
our enquiring into, or being able to discern the first acts of
faith, or that frame of spirit wherewith we then closed with
Christ, that they know not the time of their conversion, if ever
they wei-e converted ; they cannot remember or determine
what was the particular ordinance or providence, that gave
them the first conviction of sin, and of their need of Christ,
and induced them to close with him ; much less can they tell
It i''
what were the workings of their hearts at such a time
:
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impossible for them to trace the footsteps of providence, so as

way and manner

in which this work was at
This therefore is not to be laid down
as a mark or evidence of grace, which so few can make use of

to point out the
iirst

begun

in their souls.

Answ. I am not insensible that this is the case of the
number of believers. There are very few, who, like

est

great-

the a-

and place of their conversion, and
every circumstance leading to it or like those converts, who,
when the gospel was first preached by Peter, ivere pricked in
their heart., and said unto Peter., and to the rest of tlie apostles.,
Men and brethren., what shall zue do ? Acts ii* 37. or like the
jailor, who broke forth into an affectionate enquiry, not much
unlike to it ; SirSy what tnust I do to be saved P chap. xvi. 30,
though the ordinance leading to it was of a different nature.
Sometimes, the way of the Spirit of God in the soul at first, is
so discernable, that h cannot but be observed by them who ai-(^
brought into a state of grace ; but others know nothing of this,
especially they v-^ho have not run into all excess of riot, and been
stopped in their course on a sudden, by the grace of God ; in
whom the change made in conversion, was real, though it could
not, from the nature of the thing be so plainly discerned in all
its circumstances. Some have been regenerate from the womb;
others have had a great degree of restraining grace, and been
trained up in the knowledge of the doctrines of the gospel from
their very childhood, and retain the impressions of a religious
postle Paul, can tell the time

;

education ; these cannot so easily discern the first beginning?
of the work of grace in their souls ; yet they may, and ought
to enquire, whether ever they found, in the course of their lives,
such a frame of spirit as has been before described, which believers have when the work of grace is first begun, and it is
not very material for them to be able to discern whether these
were the first actings of grace or no ? The main thing to be
determined is ; whether they have ground to conclude, that
ever they experienced the grace of God in truth ? In this case,
the most that some can say concerning themselves, is as the
blind man savs in the gospel, when the Pharisees were inquisitive about the restoring his sight, and the way and manner in
which this was done ; this is all that I know concerning myself, that ivhcreas I was blind, now J see., John ix. 25. so the
true convert says ; whereas I was once dead in trespasses and
sins, I am now alive, and enabled to put forth living and spi
ritual actions, to the glory of God.
This evidence will give
as much ground to conclude that they are in a state of grace,
as though they were able to determine when they were fn-st

brought into
2.

We

which

it

Vol.

it.

may judge

of tlie truth of grace by the method in
has been cairicd on, whether we are :>h\f to d^tpvmin'"
III.

I.

1

;;
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the way and manner in which It Avas first begun, or no, aj a
farther evidence of the truth thereof.
Sanctification is a progressive work ; therefore it is not enough for us to set our faces heaven-ward; but we must make advances towards it, and
be found in the daily exercise of grace, in order to our concluding that we are in a state of grace.
believer must not
only set out in the right way, but he must hold on therein ; he
must live by faith if he would conclude that the work of faith
is begun in truth.
It is not sufficient to call upon God, or implore help from him, when under some distressing providen-*
ces, and afterwards to grow remiss in^ or lay aside this duty
but it must be our constant work.
true christian is distinguished from an hypocrite, in that it is said, concerning the
latter, Will he delight himselfin the Almighty ? will he ahuays
call upon God P Job xxvii. 20. denoting that a true believer

A

A

do so. He is either habitually or actually inclined to it
and that in such a way as is attended with the daily exercise
of those graces, which are the fruits and effects of faith, where
by he may conclude that he is in a state of grace. Thus far
we have considered those marks or evidences of grace, which,
in order to our attaining assurance, we must be able to discern
in ourselves. But inasmuch as a believer may imderstand what
are the marks of grace contained in scripture, and, at the same
time, enquire into the state of his soul, to know whether he can
apprehend in himself any evidences of the truth of grace and
will

;

not be able to arrive to a satisfaction as to this matter, so as
to have his doubts and fears removed ; let it be considered,
3. That he must depend on, hope, and pray for the testimony of the Spirit, with his spirit, that he is a child of God. It
will be a difficult matter for us to conclude that v/e have the
truth of grace, till the Spirit h' pleased to shine on his own
work ; which, when he does, all things will appear clear and
bright to us, though before this we might walk in darkness,
and have no light. In speaking concerning the inward testimony of the Spirit (which is necessary to enable a believer to
discern in himself the marks of grace, on which his assurance
of salvation is founded) let it be premised ; that as it is a branch
of the Spirit's divine glory, by his internal influence, to deal
with the hearts of his people ; so he does this various ways,
according to the various faculties of the soul, which are the
subjects thereof ; particularly, when by his power, he renews
the will, and causes it to act those graces which are the effects
of his divine power ; then he is said to sanctify a believer.
But when he deals with the understanding and conscience, enabling us to discern the truth of the work of grace, that we
may take the comfort of it, then he is described, in scripture,
iis a v.'itaess hereunto, or as witnessing with our spirits, that
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we

nre In a state of grace, the consequence of which is, that
the eijcs of onr undfrstanding bei/iq' enlis^httmed, we lyjoy know
Tvhnt is the hope of his ca//in!f, Eph. i. IB. accordingly he gives
us to discern that he has called us by his grace ; and, as the
result thereof, granted us a hope of eternal life.
This is a privilege plainly mentioned in scripture

;

and we

but those who had extraordinary revelation, since it is so necessary to a btliever's attaining that peace and joy which the church, in this present dispensation, is certainly not less possessed of, than it was in former ages. And that the Spirit gives his testimony to the
work of grace in the souls of bclievei's, though extraordinary
revelation be ceased, is evident from what is matter of daily
experience ; since there are many instances of those who have
used their utmost endeavours in examining themselves, to know
whether they had any marks of grace, who have not b.een able
to discern anv, though they have been thought to be sincere
believers by others, till, on a sudden, light has broke forth out
of darkness, and their evidences fox eternal life cleared up, so
that all their doubts have been removed ; and this they could
not but attribute to a divine hand, inasmuch as before this they
could meditate nothing but terror to themselves ; and, in this
case, what the apostle prays for, with respect to the church,
lyiat the God cf hope xuoiddfll them zvith alljoy and peace in believing'^ that they might abound in ho^e^ through the potver cf
the Ilolif Ghosty Rom. xv. 13. is experienced by them
And
on this account thcy^ are said to be sealed with that Ilolif Spirit of promise, Kph. i, 13. whereby their hope is established,

must not suppose

that

none had

it

:

and that is now confumed to them by this means, which the}were before in perplexity about so that we have as mucii
ground to conclude that the Spirit is the author of assurance
;

we have

is the author of sanctification.
not appe.^r liable to the charge
of enthusiasm, let it be farther considered, that the Spirit never
gives his testimonv to the truth of grace in any, in whom he
has not first wrought it ; for that would be, as it were, a setAnd to this we may add, that he, at
ting his seal to a blank.
the same time, excites the lively exercise of grace, vrhereby
they are enabled to discern that it is true and genuine; so that
their assurance, though it be not without some internal, impressive infmences, which they are favoured with ; yet it is
Therefore, if you demand a
not wholly dependent on them
reason of the hope that is in them, though they ascribe the glory hereof to the Holy Spirit, as enabling them to discern th'
truth of grace ; yet they are able to prove their ownselves, after having examined themselvt.s, whether they are in the faith,

in believers, as

But

that this doctrine

that he

may

:
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by discovering

their evidences of the fahh of God's elect;
•which argues that their assurance is no delusion.

Quest. LXXXI. Are
of

all true believers^ at all times,

their present being' in the estate

of grace

;

and

assured

that thcij

shall be saved 7

Answ. Assurance

of grace and salvation not being of the essence of faith, true believers may wait long before they obtain it \ and after the enjoyment thereof, may have it weakened and intermitted through manifold distempers, sins^
temptations, and desertions ; yet are they never left without
such a presence and support of the Spirit of God, as keeps

them from

siiiking into utter despair.

considered some believers
HAVING
surance of

as favoured with as-

their being in a state of grace, we are, in this
answex', led to speak of others who are destitute of it.

And

the general method in which it may be considered, is,
I. That there is something supposed, namely, that assurance
of grace and salvation is not of the essence of saving faith.
II Some things are inferred from this supposition, namely.
1.

That

surance.

true believers

may

wait long before they obtain as-

And,

enjoyment thereof it may he v*'eakened and
the reasons whereof are assigned, viz. bodily distempers, sins, temptatio:is, and divine desertions ; yet it is farther added, that they are never left without the support of the
Spirit of God j whereby they are kept from sinking into utter
2.

That

intermitted

after the
;

despair.
I. As to the thing supposed in this answer, viz. that assurance of grace and salvation is not of the essence of faith.
There are many who, in other respects, explain the nature of
faith, in such a way as is unexceptionable, who, notwithstanding, assert that assurance is of the essence thereof ; in which
we cannot but think they express themselves very unwarily, at
least, they ought to have mo]-e clearly discovered what they
raean by faith, and v/hat by assurance, being of the essence of
faith ; if they mean that no one has saving faith but he who
has an assurance of his own salvation ; they not only assert
what is contrary to the experience of many believers, but lay a
stumbling-block in the way of weak Christians, who will be
induced from hence to conclude, that because they cannot tell
whether they are true believers or no, therefore they are destitute of saving faith ; upon v/hich account it is necessary for
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how

•us

to enquire

in

what respect denied.

fni*
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this supposition is to

2G£»

be allowed

of,

and

many excellent divines, in our
who have defined faith by assurance;

It is certain, that there are

own and

foreign nations,

which they have supposed so essential to it, that without it no
one can be reckoned a believer. It may be they might be inclined thus to express themselves by the sense in which they
understood several texts of scripture, in which assurance seems
to be considered as a necessary ingredient in faith; as

draw near

it is

said,

assurance of faith ^
Heb. X. 22. and when the apostle speaks of assurance, as a
privilege that belonged to the church to which he wrote, We
knoxu that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved^
we ha\)e a building' of God^ an house not made xvith hands^ eternal in the heavens^ 2 Cor. v. 1. and elsewhere, he so far blames
their not knowing themselves, or being destitute of this assurance, that he will hardly allow them to have any faith, who
were without it ; Know ije not your ownselves^ hozv that ycsus
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates, chap. xiii. 5. From
ruch like expressions as these, they who plead for assurance
being of the essence of faith, are ready to conclude, that they
V. ho are destitute of it, can hardl}' be called believers.
But, that this matter may be set in a true light, we must distinguish between assurance of the object, viz. the great and
important doctrines of the gospel, being of the essence of faith;
and assurance of our interest in Christ being so. The former
of these we will not deny ; for no one can come to Christ, who
is not assured that he will receive him, nor trust in him till
he is fully assured that he is able to save him but the latter
we must take leave to deny ; for if no one is a believer but he
that knows himself to be so, then he that doubts of his salvation, must be concluded to be no believer ; which is certainly
n very discouraging doctrine to weak Christians. And also,
when we lose the comfortable persuasion we once had, of our
interest in Christ, we are bound to question all our former experiences, and to determine ourselves to be in a state of unrcgeneracy, which is, in effect to deny to give God the glory of
ihat powerful work which was formerly wrought in us, which
we then thought to be a work of grace.
If they, indeed, mean by assurance, being of the essence of
faith, that an assurance of our interest in Christ is essential to
the highest or most comfortable acts of faith, designing thereby to put us upon pressing after it, if we have not attained to
it; and that hereby God is very much glorified, and a foundation laid for our offering praise to him, for the experience we
have had of his grace, which a doubting Christian cannot be
.aid to do; we have nothing to say against it. Or, if they should

Let

lis

ivith a true hearty in full

:
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doubting is no ingredient in faith, nor a commen>
dable excellency in a Christian ; this we do not deny. All that
we are contending for is, that there may be a direct act of faith,
or a faith of reliance, in those who are destitute of assurance
that they are in a state of grace ; which is the thing supposed
in this answer, when it is said, that assurance is not of the essence of faith. That this may be better understood, and we be
led into the sense of those scriptures that describe believers as
having assurance, such as those but now mentioned, and others
to the like purpose, let it be considered, that there are many
scriptures, in which believers are said to have such an assurance, as only respects the objects of faith, viz, the person, offices, and glory of Christ, the truth of the gospel, and the promises thereof; which we do not deny to be of the essence of
faith. Thus, when the apostle prays for the eliurch. That their
hearts might be comforted^ being- knit together in love^ and unto
all riches of the full assurance of understandings to the acknoxvledgment of the mystertj ofGod^ and of the Father^ and of Christy
Col. ii. 3. and when else^vhere he says, Giir gospel came to yovt.
in much assurance^ 1 lhes3. i, 5. and when he exhorts persons
to draw^ near to God, ivifh a true hearty in full assura?ice of
faith^ Heb. x. 22. it is probable, that he means in these, and
several other scriptures of the like import, no more than an
assurance of the object of faith. And as for tiiat scripture but
now mentioned, in 2 Cor. xiii. 5. where he seems to assert, that
all wIk) are destitute of this privilege are reprobates ; some understand the word, which we translate reprobates^ as only signifying injudicious Christians ; and if so, this is not inconsistent with the character of believers but others, with an equal
degree of probability, render it disapproved ;'^ and so the meanassert, that

:

* TJie -uord a^-^Kifji-A, tkaugh it br. sometimes used to signify siich as are rejected
as objects of God's hatred, as in Heb. vi. 3. and conseqnentlij is inconsistent with
the character of believers ; yet, in other places it may be taken according' to tfie
grammatical cojistrnction thereof, as opposed to Jcm/^oi; which signifies persons approved, 2 Tim. ii. 15. cud to it signifies a person -vhose co?iduct is blame-worthy, or
Tvhfise actions are not to be approved of; and this may be applied to some who are not
altogether destitute of faith, thongh tliey are not able to vindicate themselves in all
respects as blameless. That the apostle uses the wordin this sense here, seems probable from the application he tnahes rfit to himself; it is said, ver.3. Ye seek a proof
ot'Cliriit speaking in me, cTow/xxv ^nlwri^ and verse 6. he says, 1 trust that ye shall
know tiiat we are not reprobates so we render the words iXTrtta ii vrt yyasSi oTi
;

>i,«£jc ax.

we

iTfxiv

aJoKi/Mt; but

should render them,

it

would be more agreeable

I trust that ye

shall know that

to

what

is

said in verse 4. if
or that

we are not disapproved,

a proof af Christ speaking i?i vs : and in verse 7. lie farther says, 1 pray
we should appear approved, x^ iv* yifxw ^miuji (nctvaiJiv, ttuit is<,
Jam not so much concerned about your finding a proof nf Christ .'tpeaking in us ; but
that ye should do that which is honest, 7. d. I am more concerned for you, than
myself, though we be as reprobates, vy-W ^i ^: aiiziy-oi auiv ; that is, whether you thi7ik
we have a proof of Christ's speaking in us or no, or his appro'dng us in th^ course of
our ministry, my great concern is, that you may be approved; so that ii is plain, tlie
cpostlc uses the ~uord (f.o!:tty.u, as s'gnfying disapproved / J,^(i theyfare as i: is ap-

ye

shall find

to God, not that
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that if you know not your ownselvcs, to wit, that Christ
you, you are greatly to be blamed, or disapproved ; especially because tliis proceeds Irom your neglect of the duty of
self-examination; by which meuns vou have no proof of Christ's
being in you, who aic no ready to demand a proof of his speakuig in liis ministers, a in verse 3. Tlierefore it does not appear
from this text, that every one who endeavours to know that he
is in a state of grace, by diligent self-examination, but cannot
conclude that he is so, must be determined to be destitute of

log

is,

is in

)

faith; which would necessarily follow from our asserting that
assurance of our interest in Christ, is of the essence of saving
faith.

There are other scriptures which speak of assurance as a distinguishing character of Christians in general; which are usually brought to prove, that assurance is of the essence of faith,
viz» 2 Con V. 1. IVe know that if' our ea7-thlij house of this taber?iacle zuere dissolved, rve have a building- of God, an house not
made xvith hands, eternal in the heavens ; and, 1 John v. 19. ive
know that xve are of God : and in several places in the New
Testament, in which the apostle addresses his discourse to
whole churches, as having assurance, as well as the grace of
faith
thus the apostle Peter, 1 Pet. i. 8, 9. speaks of them as
loving- Christ, believing in him, rejoicing with joy unspeakable
andfull of glory, and receiving the end of their faith, even the
salvation of their soul; which could hardly be said of them, if
they were destitute of assurance of their own salvation.
that I would infer from these and such-like scriptures Is, that
it seems probable that assurance was a privilege more commonly experienced in that age of the church than it is in our
day ; and there may be two reasons assigned for this,
(1.) Because the change that passed upon them, when they
were converted, was so apparent, that it was hardly possible for
it not to be discerned.
They turned from dead idols, and the
practice of the vilest abominations, to serve the living God ;
which two extremes are so opposite, that their being brought
from one to the other could not but be remarked by, and consequently more visible to themselves, than if it had been other:

AH

wise

;

but,

(2.) That which
this is, because the

may

be assigned as the principal reason of
church was called, at this time, to bear a

plied to those he speaks '•/ in rcrse 5. t/.e meaning is thi'^ ; you seek to knnv n'het/wr
ive nre approrcd of Hnd as ministers ; therefore J -.vouid advise wu to examine yourKflves, -zche'-htr you he in the faith, und to pi oie your o-.u/meives : and if you hno-.o
7>ot yourselves, you are in this respect diiimL-n-orthi/, or to be disapproxed ; espcciuHi/
because you seem to ha-ce been ne^liqent as to the duty of -lelf-exumination. Whether
he who is diligent in the exercise of thii duly, and yet cannot apprehend that lie j?
in a state of grace, be, in this respect to be disapprned or no, it is ceitairif tkct A?
li-ho is a stranger to himself, brcauss of the nfjV; t her-of is disapproved.

^2^2
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public testimony to the gospel, by enduring persecutions of
various kinds; and some of them were to resist unto blood.
Therefore, that God might prepare them for these sufferings^
and that he might encourage others to embrace the faith of the
gospel, which was then in its infant state, he was pleased to favour them with this great privilege. And it may be hereafter,
if God should call the church to endure like trials, he may in
mercy grant them a greater degree of assurance than is ordinarily experienced.
Nevertheless, it may be questioned; whether those scriptures which speak of assurance, as though it were a privilege
common to the whole church, are not to be understood as applicable to the greater part of them, rather than to every individual believer among them. For though the apostle^ in one of
the scriptures before-mentioned, considers the church at Corinth, as enjoying this privilege, and concluding that it should
go well with them in another world, when this earthly tabernacle was dissolved; yet he speaks of some of them, in the same
epistle, as not knowing their ownselves, hov/ that Jesus Christ
was in them. And the apostle John, notwithstanding what he
says to the church, JVe kiicxv that we are of God., in 1 John v.
19. which argues that many of them had assurance, plainly in-

timates that all had it not, from what he says, ver. 13. These
things have Ixvritten unto you., that believe on the name of the
Son of Gody that ye may knotv that ye have eternal life : and
though in another scripture, but now mentioned, the apostle
Peter speaks to the church to which he v/rites, as having Joy
unspeakable and full of glory consequent upon their faith,
which argues that they had assurance ; yet he exhorts others
of them to give diligence to make their calling mid election sure^
2 Pet. i. 10. these therefore are supposed, at that time, not to
have it : from all which it may be concluded, that assurance of
grace and salvation, is not of the essence of saving faith ; which
is the thing supposed in this answer, (a)
proceed to consider those things that are inferred
II.
from this supposition, viz,
1. That a believer may wait long before he attains it: this
appears from what is matter of daily experience and observation. The sovereignty of God discovers itself herein, as much
as it does when he makes the ordinances effectual to salvation,
in giving converting grace unto those who attend upon them.
Some are called early to be made partakers of that salvation
that is in Christ, others late. The same may be said with respect to God's giving assurance. Some are favoured with this
privilege soon after, or when first they believe ; others are like

We

those whom the apostle speaks of, xvho., through fear of death.,
are all their life-ti?)ie subject to bondage., Heb. ii. 15. IVIany have
(«) Vide Beilamy's

Works, 3 Vol.

p.

81--8J.
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enquired into the state of their souls, that cannot discern
any marks or evidences of grace in themselves; whose conversation is such, that others cannot hut conclude them to be
true believers ; their spirits are deprest, doubts and fears prevail, and tend to make their lives very uncomfortable ; they
wait and pray for the evidence and sense of God's love to them,
but cannot immediately find it this the Psalmist speaks of^
ofteti

:

either in his own person, or thereby represents tlie case of
who had the truth of grace, but not the assurance thereof,

he says,

Lord God of mij

before thee

;

many
whea

salvation^ I have cried day and nig-ht
and ready to die from my youth up i
•while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted^ Psal. Ixxxviii. compared with the XV. God suffers it to be thus with them for wise
ends. Hereby he lets them know, that assurance of his love is
a special gift and work of the Spirit without which they remain destitute of it, and cannot take comfort, either from their

I am

a£i'icted

;

former or present experiences.
2. They who once enjoyed asr-urance, may have it weakened
and intermitted ; whether it may be entirely lost will be considered under a following headj when we speak concerning the
supports that believers have, and hov/ far they are kept hereby
from sinking into utter despair it is one thing to fall from the
:

truth of grace, another thing to lose the comfortable sense thereof. I'hc joy of faith may be suspended, when the acts and habits of faith remain firm and unshaken. The brightest morn-

may afterwards be follov/ed v/ith clouds and tempests; even
our clearest discoveries of our interest in the love of God
may be followed with the withdrawment of the light of his
countenance, and we be left under many discouraging circumstances concerning our state, having lost the assurance we
once had.
If it be inquired, what reason may be assigned for" this ? I
answer, that it must, in a great measure, be resolved into the
sovereignty of God, who will bring his people vv'hich way he
pleases, to heaven ; and may take those comforts w hich had
their first rise from himself; and, at the same time, none must
say, why dost thou thus ? Howevei-, we may observe some particular reasons, which the providence of God points out to us,
to which we may in other respects, ascribe our want of assurance ; and these may be reduced to four heads, particularly
mentioned in this answer.
(l.) It is sometimes occasioned by manifold distempers, or
bodily diseases
the soul and body are so closely joined to,
and dependant on each other, that the one can hardly suffer
without the other. Hence it is that bodily distempers affect
the mind, excite and give disturbance to the passions ; which
is a great addition to the uneasiness that endues hereupon.
ing

iio

:

Vol. in,
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274

SOME BELIEVERS DESTITUTE OT AbSUH ANCi-'.

When the spirits are deprest, and we are under the prevalency
of a melancholy disposition, we are oftentimes inclined to think
that we are not in a state of grace ; and though we were before
this disposed to comfort others in like cases, we are at this time
\inable to take the least encouragement ourselves^ All things
look black and dismal ; our former hope is reckoned no other
than delusive, and we brought to the very brink of despair.
And it may be observed, that these sad and melancholy apprehensions concerning our state, increase or abate, as the distemper that gives occasion thereunto more or less prevails.
Now that we may be able to determine whether our want
of assurance proceeds from some natural cause or bodily distemper, we must enquire ; whether, before this, we have endeavoured to walk in all good conscience in the sight of God
to hate every false way, and make religion the great business
of life, so that we cannot assign any reigning sin as the causs
of our present desponding frame ? And also, whether we have
been diligent in performing the duty of self-examination, and
have been sensible that we stood in need of the Spirit's witnesr.
with ours, in order to our arriving to a comfortable persuasiori
that we are in a state of grace ? And if, as the result of these
enquiries, >ve cannot see any cause leading to this dejection of
spirit, but the unavoidable infirmities, which we are daily liable
to, then we may probably conclude, that it arises from a dis^
temper of body. And, in order to our determining this matter,
we must farther inquire ; whether some afflictive providence
has not had an influence upon us, to bring us into a melancholy
temper ? and whether this does not appear in what relates to
our secular, as well as our spiritual concerns ? and if this be
the case, though it be very afflictive, it is not attended with
that guilt as it would be, had it been occasioned by some presumptuous sin ; and there are other medicines to be used when
it arises from this cause, besides those which are of a spiritual
nature, that are contained in the gospel ; but what they are, it
is not our business, in this place, to determine.
(2.) Thete are many sins which are the occasion of a person's being destitute of assurance. As all the troubles of life
are brought upon us by sin ; so are all our doubts and fears,
arising from the want of a comfortable sense of, or interest in,
the love of God. It pleases God, in the method of his providence, thus to deal with his people, that he may humble them
foi presumptuous sins ; more especially those that are committed against light and conviction of conscience, that he may
bring to remembrance their sins of omission, or neglect to exercise those graces in which the life of faith consists, that hereby
they may feel the effect of their stupidity, indifferency, and car,

i"

nal security, or their engaging in religious duties, in their

own

SOME BELIEVERS DESTITUTE OF ASSURANCE.

27S

strength, without dependence on the Spirit and grace of God,
or a due sense of their inability to perform any duty in a right

way. Or, sometimes,

as has been before observed, they want:
assurance, because they do not examine themselves^, which it,
God's ordinance for the attaining this privilege ; or, if they do,
they neglect to give that glory to the Holy Spirit which is due
to him, by depending on his enlightening influence, whereby
they may arrive to a comfortable persuasion of their interest:

in Christ.
(3.) Assurance is oftentimes weakened and intermitted
through manifold temptations. Satan is very active in this
matter, and shews his enmity against the interest of Christ in
the souls of his people, as much as lies in his power, with this
intent, that though it is impossible for him to ruin the soul, by
rooting out that grace that is implanted in it ; yet he may dis-

peace, and weaken its assurance, and, if not prevented,
into despair. In this case the general design of his
teipptations is to represent God as a sin-revenging Judge, a
consuming fire, and to present to our view, the threatenings
whereby his wrath is revealed against sinners; and to endeavour to set aside the promises of the gospel, from which alonie
relief may be had.
Moreover, he puts us upon considering sin, not only as
heinously aggravated, (which may, for the most part be done
with justice) but also as altogether unpardonable; and, at the
same time pretends to insinuate ta us tliat we are not elected,
or that Christ did not die for us. ; and therefore^ what he has
done and suffered will not redound to our advantage.
there is apparently the hand of Satan in this matter ; inasmuch
as he attempts, by false methods of reasoning, to persuade us
that we are not in a state of grace, or that God is an enemy
to us ; and therefore our condition is desperate ; in which he
uses the arts of the old serpent, that he may deceive us by drawing conclusions against ourselves from false premises, e. ^. because we daily experience the internal workings of corrupt nature, which inclines us to many sins, both of omission and commission ; therefore there is no room for us to expect mercy and
forgiveness from God. And from our barrenness and unpro-

turb

its

hurry

it

Now

fitableness under the means of grace, our improvements not
being proportioned to the obligations we have been laid under.
Or because we have had great reason to charge ourselves with
many declensions and backslidings, which afford matter for
deep humiliation, and should put us upon sincere repentance,
}ie endeavours to persuade us that we are altogether destitute
of special grace. And whenever we are unprepared or indisposed for the right performance of holy duties, and our aft'eciions are nut suitably raised, but grow stupid, remiss, and care-.

;

SOME BELIEVERS DESTITUTE

^76

01

ASSURANCE.

he puts us upon concluding that it is a vain thing
to God, and that he has utt;;rly rejected,
both our persons and services. Or^ if v/e are not favoured with
immediate returns of prayer, and sensible communion with
God therein ; he tempts us to infer, that we shall never obtain
the blessing we are pressing after ; and therefore we may as
well lay aside this duty, and say, why should I wait on the
Lord any longer ? And if by this method he cannot discourage
us from engaging in holy duties, he sometimes injects bias5hemous thoughts cr unbecoming conceptions of the divine
>lajesty, which fills the soul with the greatest grief and uneasiness, that hereby he might give us occasion to conclude that
we sin in persisting therein ; and by all these temptations he
endeavours to plunge us into the depths of despair.
As to what concerns the purpose of God relating to the event
of things when we are led to determine that we are not elected, this is alleged without sufficient ground, and therein he
deceives us, by pursuing the same false methods of reasoning,
and puts us upon presuming to enter into those secret things
which do not belong to \is, because we deserve to be cast off
by him for our sins, instead of giving diligence to make our
calling and election sure. It is one thing not to be able to conclude that we are elected j and another thing to say that we are
not so the former of these is the consequence of our present
doubts and despondipg apprehensions concerning our state ; the
this we are often sublatter is plainly a temptation of Satan
ject to, when we have lost that assurance of our interest in
Christ that we once enjoyedt

less therein

for us to

;

draw nigh

:

:

:

(-J-.)

A

believer's

want of assurance

is,

for the

most

part, at-

tended with, and arises from divine desertion not that we are
to suppose that God will cast off his people, whom he has foreknown, effectually called and preserved hitherto, so as to forsake them utterly ; for that is inconsistent v/ith his everlasting
love, and the promises of the covenant of grace, which re;;pect
their salvation. But that which we understand by divine desertions, is God's withdrawing his comforting presence, and withholding the witness of his Spirit to the work of grace in the
soul, from whence arises those doubts and fears which attend
the want thereof as God says to his people. For a small moment have /forsaken thee; but with great viercies xvill J gather
thee, Isa. liv. 7. In this respect they are destitute of God's
comforting presence ; though at the same time they may be favoured with his supporting presence, and those powerful influences which are necessary to mahitain the work of grace
which, at present, appears to be very weak and languishing.
And this kads us to consider the last thing mentioned in this
answer, viz. That though th?7 are thus described, they arc not
;

;

;
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without such a presence and support of the Spirit of God,
as keeps them from sinking into utter despair. This observation ought to be explained and considered, with certain limita-

left

tions, lest while on tlie one hand, we assert that which affords
matter of encouragement to believers, Avhen they have some degree of hope, we should, on the other hand, throw discouragements in the way of others, who will be apt to imagine, when
they are ready to !;ink into despair, that this is wholly inconsistent with any direct act of faith. I dare not say that no believer was ever so far deserted as to be left to despair of his
interest in Christ inasmuch as scripture and daily experience
give us instances of some, whose conversation in many respects
discovers them to have had the truth of grace ; whom God
has been pleased for wise ends, to leave to the terror of their
own thoughts, and they have remained for some time, in the
depths of despair and others have gone out of the world under a cloud, concerning whom there has been ground to hope
their state was safe. Therefore it is somewhat difficult to determine what is meant in this ansv/cr, by a believer's being kept
from sinking into utter despair if the meaning is, that they
have the supports of the Spirit of God, so as to be kept from
relapsing into a state of unregeneracy, in their despairing con*
dition, that may be easily accounted for ; or, if we are to understand by it, that believers are not generally given up to the
greatest degree of despair; especially such as is inconsistent
with the exercise of any grace, that is not to be denied. But
I would rather say, that though a believer may have despairing apprehensions concerning his state, and the guilt of sin lie
upon him like a great weight, so as to depress his spirits, yet
he shall not sink into endless miserj' ; for though darkness may
continue for a night, light and joy shall come in the morning
and accordingly we may consider,
[1.] That though there are many who are far from having
.assurance, yet they are at some times, favoured with a small
glimmering of hope, which keeps them from utter despair.
[2.] If they are in deep despair, yet they are not so far left
as not to desire grace, though they conclude themselves to be
destitute of it, or not to lament the loss of those comforts, and
their being unable to exercise those graces which once they
thought themselves possessed of.
believer, when in a despairing way, is notwithstand[3.]
ing enabled, by a direct act of faith, to give up himself to Christy
though he cannot see his interest in him, and so, long for those
experiences and comforts which he once enjoyed ; and when
he is at the worst, he can say with Job, Thotigh he slay me,
yet ivill I trust in him^ Job xiii. 15.
[4.] In this case a person has generally such a degree of thf
:

;

:

A
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presence of God, as that he is enabled to justify him in all his
dealings with him, and lay the blame of all the troubles that he
is under, on himself; and this is attended with shame and confusion of face, self-abhorrence, and godly sorrow.
[5.j Despairing believers have, notwithstanding, such a presence of God with them, as keeps them from abandoning his
interest, or running, with sinners, into all excess of riot, which
would give occasion to others to conclude that they never had
the truth of grace.
From what has been said concerning true believers being
destitute of assurance, and yet having some degree of the presence of God with them at the same time, we may infer,
Ist^ That this is not inconsistent with what has been said
concerning a believer's perseverance in grace ; yet it must be
considered with this limitation, that though the truth of grace
shall not be lost, yet the comforts and evidences thereof may,

and often

are,

This should put us upon circumspect walking and
watchfulness against presumptuous sins, which, as has been
^dlij,

before observed, are often the occasion of the loss of assurance
also on the exercise of a faith of reliance on Christ, for the
maintaining the acts of grace, as well as restoring the comforts

and

thereof.
3d/i/^ This should instruct believers what to do v.'licn destihave observed that this
tute of this privilege of assurance.
is attended with divine desertion, which is generally occasioned

We

sins committed. Therefore let us say with Job, Shezu me
•wherefore thou contendest with wc, chap. x. 2. let me know
what are those secret sins by which I have provoked thee to
leave me destitute of thy comforting presence ; enable me to be
affected with, humbled for, and unfeignedly repent of them
and exercise that faith in Christ which may be a means of my

by

recovering that hope or assurance which I am, at present, destitute of.

What has been said concerning a. believer's being desof assurance, should put us upon sympathizing with those
who are in a despairing way, and using endeavours to administer comfort to them, rather than censure them, or conclude
them to be in an unregenerate state ; as Job's friends did him,
because the hand of God had touched him, and he was destitute of his comforting presence.
Sthly^ From what has been said concerning that degree of
the presence of God which believers enjoy, v/hich has a tendency to keep them from utter despair, at least, from sinking
into perdition, how disconsolate soever their case may be at
present ; we may be induced to admire the goodness and faith.fulness cf God in his dealings with h.is people, who will not
4thli/y

titute

;
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lay more on them than he will enable them to bear; though
they are comfortless and hopeless, yet they shall not be destroyed ; and, in the end, they shall be satisfied with God's loving kindne:;o ; and when the clouds are all dispersed, they shall
iiave a bright and glorious day in his immediate presence,
where there ix fulness ofjoy ^ and at his rhght hand where there
are pleasures for evermore, Psal. xvi. 11.

Quest. LXXXII. what
Tnt-mbcrs

of the

invisible

the comnmnion in glory, xvhich the
church have with Christ?

is

in glory, which the members of the
church have with Christ, is, in this life, immediately after death ; and at last perfected at the resurrection and
day of judgment.

Answ. The communion
invisible

AFTER having considered
enjoying

believers, or the

invisible churchy as

members of the

this privilege

of union with

communion
communion
Their communion v^ith

Christ, and, as the immediate consequence hereof,
V. ith him.
It has been farther observed, that this

with him,

is

either in grace, or glory.

liim in grace consists in their partaking of the virtue of his

mediation, in their justification, adoption, and sanctification
which have been particularly considered, together with other
graces and comforts that accompany or flow from them.
are now led to speak concerning the communion which they
have with him in glorj' ; which contains the highest privilege
they are capable of receiving ; consisting in his giving them
some right discoveries of the glory which they behold and enjoy by faith, in this life, and also of that which shall be immediate, and, in some respects, complete, after death ; and, at the
resurrection and day of judgment, be brought, in all respects,
to the utmost degree of perfection ; when their joy, as well as
their happiness, shall be full, and continued throughout ail the
ages of eternity. These are the subjects insisted on in several
following answers, which remain to be considered in this iirs;
part of the Catechism.

We

Quest. LXXXIII. IVhat is the communion in glonj, ivith
Christ, which the members eft he invisible church enjoy in this
life

f

Answ. The members of the

invisible

church have communi-

cated to them in this life, the fiist-fruits of glory with Christ,
as they are members of him their head, and £0, in him, ar'-;

:
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interested in that glory which he is fully possessed of ; and
as an earnest thereof, enjoy the sense of God's love, peacft
of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, and hope of glory ; as,
on the contrary, the sense of God's revenging wrath, horror

-

of conscience, and a fearful expectation of judgment, are, to
the wicked, the beginning of their torments which tliey shall
endure after death.

of persons mentioned
are two
THERE
namely, the righteous and the wicked, and
sorts

in this

answer,

the different

condition of each of them considered,
I. With respect to the righteous, who are here styled the
members of the invisible church. There are several invaluable privileges which they are made partakers of in this life,
in which they are said to have a degree of communion in glory with Christ ; particularly as they enjoy the first-fruits or
earnest of that glory which they shall have with him hereafter

And
1.

ingly

that,

As they
may be

are

members of him, their head and accordsome respects, to be interested in that
;

said, in

glory which he is fully possessed of.
2. As they have a comfortable sense of his love to them, attended with peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, and

an hope of glory.
II.
have an account, on the other hand, of the dreadful
condition of impenitent sinners, when God sets their iniquities
in order before them ; which is represented in a very moving
way. Thus they are said to be filled with a sense of God'.i
revenging wrath, horror of conscience, and a fearful expectation of judgment; which is considered as the beginning of those
torments which they shall endure after death.

We

I. There are several invaluable privileges which the rigl;teous enjoy in this life, that are styled the first-fruits or earnThough Christ has reserved the fulness of glory
est of glory.
for his people hereafter, when he brings them to heaven ; yet
there are some small degrees thereof, which they enjoy in their
The crown of righteousness^ as the apostle speaks,
"way to it.
is laid up for them^ xvhicli the righteous Judge shall give them

Tim. iv. 8. to wit, when we shall come to judgthen their joy shall be full ; they shall be satisfied in
his likeness, and made compleatly blessed : Nevertheless there
are some prelibations, or foretastes, which they have hereof, for
their support and encouragement, while they are in this imper*For the understanding of this it may be premised,
feet state.
1. That we are not to suppose that the present enjoyments
which believers experience in the highest degree, do fully come
up to those that are reserved for them. There is a great dif-

at that day J 2

ment

;
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ferencc as to the degree thereof. As a child that is newly borri
has sometiiing in common with what he shall have when arrived
at a state of manhood ; but there are several degrees, and other
circumstances, in which he falls short of it or, as a few drops
are of the same nature with the whole collection of water in
the ocean ; yet there is a very small proportion between one
and the other so the brightest discovery of the glory of God,
which we are capable of enjoying in this v/orld ; or the comfortable foretastes that believtirs have of heaven, fall very
much short of that which they shall be possessed of, when
they are received into it. And there are very great allays,
and many things that tend to interrupt and abate their happiness, agreeably to the imperfection of this present state. Whatever grace they are enabled to act, though in an uncommon
degree, is attended with a mixture of corruption ; and as their
graces are imperfect, so are the comforts that arise from thence,
which are interwoven with many things very afflictive ; so that
they are not what they shall be, but are travelling through this
wilderness to a better country, and exposed to many evils in
:

:

their

way

thither.

All believers do not enjoy these delights and pleasures
that some are favoured with in their way to heaven ; the comforts, as well as the graces, of the Holy Spirit, are bestowed
in a way of sovereignty, to some more, and to others less •
Some have reiison to say with the apostle, Thanks be unto Gody
zuhich ahvaijs caiiscth us to triumph in Christ, 2 Cor. ii. 14.
others are filled with doubts concerning their interest in him,
and go mourning after him all the day ; and if they have, at
some times a small glimpse of his glory, by which they conclude themselves to be, as it were, in the suburbs of heaven,
they soon lose it, and find themselves to be in the valley of the
shadow of death, as the disciples, when they were with Christ
at his transfiguration, which was an emblem of the heavenly
blessedness, when his Jacc did shine as the sun, and his raiment
was rvhite as the light; which occasioned them to say, it is good
for us to be here ; before they had done speaking, or had time
to reflect on their present enjoyment they were deprived of it
when the cloud overshadozved them. Matt. xvii. 2, 5. so the
believer is not to expect uninterrupted communion with God,
or perfect fruition with him here. However, tliat which we
are at present to consider, is that degree thereof which some
enjoy which is here called the first-fruits and earnest of glory.
The scripture sets it forth under both these expressions.
(l.) They are said to receive the first-fruits thereof; or a«?
the apostle styles it, The first-fruits of the Spirit, Rom. viii.
23. that is, the graces and comforts of the Holy Ghost, which
are the first-fruits of that blessedness, that they are said to wait
Vol.. Ill,
n
2.

—

;

N

;
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; "which is called the adoptzcn^ viz. those privileges which
God's children shall be made partakers of ; or, the glorious
This is styled, the
liberty which they shall hereafter enjoy*
first-fruits^ as alluding to the cluster of grapes, which they who
were sent to spy out the land of Canaan, were ordered to bring
to the Israelites in the wilderness, that hereby they might be
encouraged in their expectation of the great plenty that was to
be enjoyed when they were brought to it. Or, it has reference
to the feast of ingathering, before the harvest, when they were
to bring the sheaf which was first to be cut down, and xvave it
before the Lord^ Lev. xxiii. 10, 11. compared with Deut. xxvi.
10, 11. with thankfulness and joy, in expectation of the full
harvest, which would be the reward of the industry and labour
of the husbandman. Thus believers are given not only to expect, but to rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
(2.) This is also called an earnest of glor}'. Thus believers
are said to be sealed with that holy Spirit ofpromise which is
the earnest of their Inheritance^ Eph. i. 13, 14. and elsewhere
it is said, God hath given us the earnest of his Spirit^ 2 Cor. i.
5.
An earnest is a small sum, given in part of payment
whereby they who receive it, are encouraged hereafter to expect the whole So a believer may conclude, that as sure as he
now enjoys those spiritual privileges that accompany salvation,
he shall not fail of that glory which they are an earnest of. la
this respect God is pleased to give his people a wonderful instance of his condescending love, that they may hereby be led
to know what the happiness of the heavenly state is, in a greater degree than can be learned from all the descriptions that
are given of it, by those who are destitute of this privilege.
Heaven is the port to which every believer is bound, the reward of all those labours and difficulties which he sustains in
his way to it ; and to quicken him to the greater diligence in
pursuing after it, it is necessary that he should have his thoughts,
meditation, and conversation there. The reason why God is

for

:

pleased to give his people some foretastes thereof, is, that they
may love and long for Christ's appearing, when they shall reap
Now this earnest, prelibation, or
the full harvest of glory.
first-fruits of the heavenly blessedness which believers enjoy
in this life, is considered in this answer.
[1.] As it is included in that glory v/hich Christ is possessed of as their head and Mediator.
[2.] As they have those graces wrought in them, and comforts flowing from thence, which bear some small resemblance
to what they shall hereafter be made partakers of.
[1.] Christ's being possessed of the heavenly blessedness, as
For
the head of his people, is an earnest of their salvation.
the understanding of which, let it be considered, that our Lord

.

;
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Jesus sustained this character, not only in what he suffered for
them, that he might redeem tliem from the curse of the law
Thus
but in the glory which he was afterwards advanced to
it is said, that he is risen from the dead^ and become thcjirst-fruit^
of them that slept^ 1 Cor. xv. 20. and accordingly they are said
to be risen ivithhim^ Col. iii. 1. as respecting that communion
which they have with him herein ; and when, after this, he ascended into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, his people are said to sit together in heavenly
places in him, Eph. ii. 6. not that we are to suppose that they
are made partakers of any branch of his mediatorial glory, or
joined with him in the work which he there performs, as their
exalted head But his being considered as their representative,
appearing in the presence oi God for them, is a foundation of
their hope that they shall be brought hither at last ; and therefore, when he is about to depart out of this world, he gave an
intimation to his people, whom he left behind him in it, that he
7i>ent to prepare a place for them, John xiv. 3. and assures them,
that becaitse he lives they shall live also, ver. 19.
[2.] The graces and comforts of the Holy Spirit, which believers are made partakers of, may also be said to be a pledge
and eaiTjest of eternal life. Heaven is a state in which grace
is brought to perfection, which, at present, is only begun in the
nevertheless, the begi»'ning thereof affords ground of
soul
hope that it shall be compleated. As a curious artist^ when
he draws the first lines of a picture, does not design to leave
it unfinished ; or he that lays the foundation of a building, determines to carry it on gradually, till he has laid the top-stone
of it ; so the work of grace, when begun by the Spirit, is a
ground of hope that it shall not be left unfinished. As God
would never have brought his people out of Egypt with an
high hand and an outstretched arm, and divided the red sea
before them, if he had not designed to bring them into the promised land i so we may conclude, that when God has magnified his grace in delivering his people from the dominion of
darkness, and translating them into the kingdom of his dear
Son; when he has helped them hitherto, and given them a fair
and beautiful prospect of the good land to which they are going, he will not leave his work imperfect, nor suffer them to
;

:

:

fall and perish in the way to it.
Christ, in believers, is said
to be the hope of glorij. Col. i. 27. and the joy which they have
in believing, is said not only to be unspeakable, hwt full ofgloit bears a small resemblan.ce to that joy
be filled with, when brought to glory, and
therefore may well be styled the earnest or first-fruits of it.
Now, that this may farther appear, let it be considered, that
the happiness of heaven consists in the immediate vision and

rify

1

Pet.

i.

which they

8. that is,

shall

i'8-i'

Oi'

fruition of

communion; wiiu

God, where the

glory*, and enjoy

cuitiiii in 'niis liie.

saints behold his face in light

and

those comfortable Iruits and effects that
arise from thence, which tend to make them compleatly happy. Thus it is said. They shell see him as he is, 1 John iii. 2.
and they are said to enter into the Joy of their Lord, Matt. xxv.
'21.
Believers, it is true, are not in all respects, said to be partakers of this blessedness here ; and their highest enjoyments
bear but a very small proportion to it
Yet, when we speak
of some as having the foretastes of it, we must consider, that
there is something in the lively exercise of faith, and the joy
that arises from it, when believers have attained the full assurance of the love of God, and have those sensible manifestations of his comfortable presence with them, that bears some
small resemblance to a life of glory.
That which in some respects resembles the beatific vision,
is a sight of God's reconciled face, and of their interest in all
the blessings of the covenant of grace, by faith. It is true, the
views which they have of the glory of God here, are not immediate, but at a distance ; and therefore they are said to behold, as in a^lass, the glory of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Thus
"^ve see things at a distance, as through a perspective glass,
which enlarges the object f, and brings it, as it were, near to the
eye, though in reality, it be at a great distance from it ; and so
gives us a clear discerning of th^t which could otherwise hardly be discovered
So faith givl^ us clearer views of this glory
than we could have any other way. Hereby we are said to see
him that is invisible, Heb. xi. 27. Thus, v/hen God bade Piloses go up to the top of Pisgah, and strengthened his sight, he
took a view of the whole land of Canaan, though without this
he could only have beheld a small part thereof: So when God
not only gives an eye of faith, but strengthens it in proportion
to the views he designs it shall take of the heavenly state, that
lies at so great a distance, the soul is enabled to see it, and
herein has a faint emblem of the beatific vision,
Moreover, as heaven is a state, in which the saints have the
perfect fruition of those blessings Avhich tend to make them
compleatly happy 5 the view which a believer is enabled, by
,:faith, to take of his interest in Christ, and the glory he shall be
made partaker of with him, is sometimes attended with such
an extasy of joy and triumph, as is a kind of anticipation of that
glory which he is not 3/et fully possessed of.
Such an one is
like an heir who wants but a few days of being of age
who
does not look upon his estate with that distant view which he
before did, but with the satisfaction and pleasure that arises
from his being ready to enter into the possession of it ; or like
one who after a long and tedious voyage, is within sight of hir^
all

:

:

,°

• See Qiitsi. hcxxvi. xc.

t ReSectirg as mirrcrs; or beholdLng; as by mirrors.
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which he cannot but behold with a pleasure, which
resembles that which he shall have when he enters
into it ; this is more than a bare hope of heaven ; it is a full
assurance, attended with a kind of sensation of those joys which
are inexpressible, which render the believer a wonder to himself, and afford the most convincing proof to others, that there
is something real and substantial in the heavenly glory, whereliarbour,
very^

much

God

some of his people with the
That some have enjoyed such-like manifestations of the divine love to them, and been filled with those raptures of joy, accompanying that assurance which they have had
of their salvation, is evident from the experience which they
have had of it in some extraordinary and memorable occurrences in life ; and others at the approach of death.
of

is

pleased to favour

prelibations.

Of

multitudes of instances transmitted to us in
myself with a brief extract of some
passages which we meet v.'ith in the life and death of some who
appear to have had as comfortable a foretaste of the joys of
heaven, as it is possible for any one to have in this world. And
the first that I shall mention is that eminently learned and pious
Dr. Rivet ; who, in his last sickness seemed to be in the very
suburbs of heaven, signifying to all about him, what intimate
communion he had with God, and fore-views of the heavenly
state ; his assurance of being admitted into it ; and how earnestly he longed to be there and, in the very close of life, one who
stood by him could not forbear expressing himself to this purpose ; I cannot but think that he is now enjoying the vision of
God, which gave him occasion to signify that it was so, as well
as he was able to express himself, which account, and much
more to the same purpose, is not only mentioned by the author
of his last hours, but is taken notice of in a public funeral oration, occasioned by his death.*
And what a very worthy v/riter observes,! concerning that
excellent servant of Christ, Mr. Rutherford, who recites some
this there are

history

:

I shall content

:

•

Vid.

cpernm :
momenta

Dauberi

orat.

Funeb. ad front.

& Hor. JVoviss.

in ivhich he in represented as saying, JVolite met

r.f ca!c.

Tom.

3. Jiiveii

cavia dolere, ultima hxc

&

consolanihil habent funesti ; corpus laugnet qiiidem, at anima Tobvre
tione plena est, nee inipedit paries iste intergerinus, nebtda ista exigua, quo miuvs
Incein Dei viileam. Atq ; ea-inde 7naffis tnugiscve optavit dissolvi i[> <nim Chrislo

Ji/ori
Sufficit mi Dens cxclamabat subinde, snfficit, suscipe anima7n meam
lamen moram impatienter fero. Expecto, credo, persevere, dimoveri nequeo, Dei
Spiritiis meo spirit ni teslutur, me exjitiis snis esse. O amoretn inejfabilem ! id quod
aentio, omnem exftressionem alte transcendit. Veni Domine Jtsu, veni, etenim deficio,
7Utn quidem impatiens Domine, sed anima mea respicit te ut terra sicca. Preces &f
huicjideli servo euofaciem suam ostenderet;
^'otiim, ut Deus Paradisum aperiret,
Ms verbis supplevit ; cum animabus justorcm sanctijicatii ; ^>imen. Amen. Exinde
iinffua pnepedita verbo offirmave; mox advocem adsta/itivm, ipsnmjamvisione Dei
frni, annuere ; paulo post sub medium decimam matutiuavi p'acide in Domino ob-

esse.

.-

&

dormiit.

t

.'^ee

Fleming't

Fulftlli^i^ oft}je Scripture, infol.

Part

1.

pog^ 28/.

;
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last

words

to this purpose,
shall see

'^

I shall shine, I

**

pany with him, and

him

have

Christ

" had

my

is

fears

very remarkable,
he is, and all the

who

says^

fair coin-

my

large share. It is no easy
me, 1 have got the victory
holding forth his arms to embrace me. I have
and faintings, as another sinful man, to be carshall

" thing to be a Christian ; but

" and

is

as

as for

ried through creditably; but as sure as ever he spake to me
in his word, his Spirit witnessed to
heart, saying. Fear
" not ; he had accepted my suffering, and the oiitgate should
"• not be matter of prayer, but of praise."
And a little before
his death, after some fainting, he said, *'
I feel, I believe,
•^

my

"*

Now

"'

I enjoy, I rejoice, I feed

on manna,

I

have angels' food,

my

eyes shall see my Redeemer ; i know that he shall staled, at
*' the latter day,
on the earth, and I shall be caught up in the
^^
clouds to meet him in the air. I sleep in Christ ; and when
** I awake I shall be
sati'ilied with his likeness ;
for arms to
*' embrace him !"
And to one speaking concerning his painfuliress in the ministry, he cried out, " I disdain all ; the port I
*'^
would be in at, is redemption and forgiveness of sins through
his blood." And thus, full of the Spirit ; yea, as it were overcome with sensible enjoyment, he breathes out his soul, his last
words being these ; " Glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel's
" land."
To this I may add the account given of that great man Dr.
Goodwin, in some memoirs of his life, composed out of his
own papers published b)^ his son,* who intimates that he rejoiced in the thoughts that he was dying, and going to have a
full and uninterrupted communion with God ; " I am going,
** said he, to the three
Persons with whonfi I have had com" munion ; they have taken me, I did not take them ; I shall
*' be changed in the twinkling of an eye
; all my lusts and cor*' ruptions I shall be rid of, which I could not
be here ; those
*' croaking toads will fall
off in a moment." And mentioning
those great examples of faith, Heb. xi. said he, " All these died
*'
in faith. I could not have imagined I should ever had such
*• a measure of faith in this hour; no, I could never have ima**•
gined it.
bow abides in strength. Is Christ divided ?
*' No, I have the whole of his righteousness
I am found in
;
" him, not in my own righteousness, which is of the law ; but
" in the righteousness which is of God, which is by faith of
" Jesus Christ, who loved me, and gave himself for me. Chi'ist
''
cannot love me better than he doth ; I think I cannot love
**
Christ better than I do ; I am swaliov/ed up in God :" and
then he says, " Nov/ shall I ever be with the Ixird." With
this assurance of faith, and fulness of joy his soul left this
'^

O

*"'

My

*

i)C£

Dr. Gvod~.vm3 Works, Vol

5,

in hi 3 Ufe,page 19.
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v^.^ate

and went to see and enjoy the

;
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reality of that blessed

of glory.

There is also an account, in the life and death of Mr. John
Jaiieway, of the great £r,«:urancc and joy which he had in his
last sickness, in which he expresses himself to this purpose
" I am, through mercy, quite above the fears of death, and am
" going unto him whom I love above life.
that I could let

O

now

O

shew you what
" I see O that I could express the thousandth part of that
" sweetness v/hich now I find in Christ! you would all then
" think it worth the while to make it your business to be religious. O my dear friends, you little think what a Christ is
" worth upon a death-bed I would not, for a world, nay, for
" millions of worlds, be now without Christ and a pardon. O

*'

you know what

1

feel

!

that I could

!

*''

!

" the glory

the unspeakable glory that
heart is full ; Christ smiles
'^ but smile.
Can you find in your heart
" now going to the complete and eternal

"

is full,

!

my

I

behold Ivly heart
I cannot choose
!

and

to stop me, who am
enjoyment of Christ"*
" Would you keep me from my crown ? The arms of my
*'
the angels stand
blessed Saviour are open to embrace me
" ready to carry my soul into his bosom. O did you but see
*' what I see, )-ou would all cry out with me, How long dear
" Lord, come Lord Jesus, come quickly ? Or why are his
;

chariot-wheels so long a coming?" Much more to the same
purpose may be found in the life of that excellent man, which
is exceedingly affecting.
And there is another who does not come short of liim in his
death-bed triumphs * who says concerning himself, " Death
" is not terrible, it is unstinged ; the curse of the fiery law is
" done away I bless his name I found him ; I am taken up
" in blessing him ; I am dying rejoicing in the Lord I long
*' to l)e in the promised land
I wait for thy salvation ; how
;
*' long
Come sweet Lord Jesus, take me by the hand ; I wait
*' for thy
salvation, as the watchman watcheth for the mom" ing ; I am weary with delays ; I faint for thy salvation Why
" are his chariot-wheels so long a coming ? What moans he to
" stay so long ? I am like to faint with delays." After that he
" said, O Sirs, I could not believe that I could have born, and
" bom cheerfully this rod so long This is a miracle, pain with" out pain. And this is not a fancy of a man disordered in ):ir.
" brain, but of one lying in full composure O blessed be God
" that e 7'jr I was born ; O if I were where he is And yet, for
" all this, God's v/ithdrawing from me vrould make me as AveaL
" as water all this I enjoy, though it be a miracle upon mira" cle, would not make mc stand without new supply from God
**

;

:

:

!

:

:

:

!

:

*
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" the thing I rejoice in is, that God is altogether full ; and that
in the Mediator Christ Jesus, there is all the fulness of the
" Godhead, and it will never run out. I am wonderfully helped
beyond the power of nature, though my body be sufficiently
" teazed, yet my spirit is untouched." Much more to this purpose we have in the latter part of his life, which I shall close
with one thing that is very remarkable. When he was apprehensive that he was very near his death, he said, " When I
*' fall so low that I am not able to speak, I'll shew
you a sign
'' of triumph, when I am near glory, if I
be able ;" which accordingly he did, by lifting up his hands, and clapping them,
together, when he was speechless, and in the agonies of death.
Many more instances might have been given to illustrate this
argument, whereby it will evidently appear, that God is pleased,
sometimes, to deal familiarly with men, by giving them extra'•'

*•'

<3rdinary manifestations of his presence, before he brings

them

immediate enjoyment of himself in heaven ; which
may be well called an earnest or prelibation thereof.* And it
may serve as a farther illustration of an argument before insisted on,f to prove that assurance of God's love is attainable
in this life, from the various instances of those who have been
favoured with it. This assurance, as it may be observed, is
accompanied with the lively acts of faith, by which it appears
to be well grounded ; so that, as the apostle says. The God of
hope is pleased to Jill thcjn with all Joy and peace in believing'
whereby they abound in hope^ through the power of the Holy
Ghost, Rom. xv. 13. in which respect it may be said, to use
the prophet's words, that they Joy before thee, according to the
Joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil,
Isa. ix. o. This is like the appearing of the morning-star, which
ushers in a bright and glorious day, and gives a full discovery
to themselves and others, that there is much of heaven enjoyed
in the way to it, by those whom God delights to honour. Thus
concerning the communion in glory, which the members of the
invisible church sometimes enjoy in this life | which leads us
into the

to consider,

The

miserable condition of the wicked in this life, when
provoked, as a sin-revenging Judge, to fill them with
a sense of his wrath ; from whence arises horror of conscience,
II.

God

is

* See this

argument improved by Jifr. Fleming, in his Fjilfilling of the Scripture,
pegs 394, & seq. in -ivhich he takes sex'eral remarkable p'Hiages out of
,'Melchoir jidam's Lives, and gives severed instaiices of that extraordinary commU'
r.ion -which some have had -with God, both in life and death ; whose conversation -was
I^dit. in Fol.

"U'ctl

hnoivn in Scotland; so that he mentions

and he

it

as ivhat

is

a matter undeniably true:

and joy lohich som; have had;
prisons and dungeons, and given

relates other things coiicerning the assiirance

luhich has afforded them the sxveetc.it comforts in

fhem a foretaste of heaven, when they have been calkd to suffer deal hfor Chrict's sake
~ See I'uc-e 252, ante.
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and a fearful expectation of judgment ; which is the beginning
of those torments which they shall endure after death, as it is
observed in the latter part of this answer. We have many instances in scripture, of the punishment of sin in this world, in
%vhom God is said to reprove and set their iniquities in order
before their eyes^ Psal. 1. 21. which fills them with horror of
conscience,* and leaves them in utter despair. They who once
thought themselves in a prosperous condition, concerning whom.
it is said, Their eyes stand out with fatness^ (hey have more than
heart could wish^ Psal. Ixxiii. 7. yet their end was terrible,
when it appears that they were set in slipperif places^ being cast
doxvn into destruction^ broug-ht into desolation as in a moment^
and utterly consumed with terrors^ ver. 18, 19.
have a sad instance of this in Cain, after he had slain his
brother, and fell under the curse of God, whereby he was sentenced to be a fugitive and vagabond in the earth. He separated
himself indeed from the presence of the Lord, and the place in
which he was worshipped ; but could not fly from the terrors of
his own thoughts, or get any relief under the uneasiness of a
guilty conscience ; which made him fear that he should be slain
by the hand of eveiy one that met him; and complain,
punishtnefit is greater than I can hcar^ Gen. iv. 13.
And some understand that expression of Lamech in the same
sense, when he says, I have slain a man to
wounding^ and a
young man to my hurt. If Cain shall be avenged seven-fold^
truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold. Gen. iv. 23, 24. The
wi-ath of God was also denounced against Pashur ; as it is said,
the Lord hath not called thy ?iame Pashur, but Idugor-missabib ;
for thus saith the Lord, Ixvill make thee a terror to thyself and
to all thy friends, Jer. xx. 3, 4.
And Judas, after he had betrayed our Saviour, was filled
with the terrors of an accusing conscience, which forced him
to confess, not as a believing penitent, but a despairing criminal ; / have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood
after which it is said, He departed, and zvent and hanged himself Matt, xxvii. 4, 5. Nothing is more terrible than this remorse of conscience, which renders sinners inexpressibly miserable. This is a punishment inflicted on those who sin w ilfully,
presumptuously, and obstinately against the checks of conscience and rebukes of providence, and various warnings to the
contrar}^, who treasure up to themselves wrath against the day
of wrath ; who are contentious, and do not obey the truth ; that
is, they are so far from obeying it, that they persecute and oppose it; and, on the other hand, obey unrighteousness : to these
belong, as the apostle says, indignation and xvrath, tribulation
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*
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and anguish^ Rom.

ii.

5, 8, 9.

IN THIS LITE.

This not only waits for them, as

laid up in store^ and sealed up among God''s treasures^ to whom
'vengeance belongeth^ Deut. xxxii. 34, Z5. but they are made to
taste the bitterness of that cup, which shall afterwards be pour-

ed forth without mixture. In

this

world their

and afterwards they

eijes shall see

of the wrath
of the Almighty^ Job xxi. 20. This is a most affectmg subject
how awful a thing is it to see a person surrounded with miseries, and, at the same time, shut up in darkness, and left desWith what horror and anguish was the soul
titute of hope
of Saul filled, when he uttered that doleful complaint ; / am
sore distressed ; for the Philistines make rvar against me, and
their destruction^

shall drink

!

God is departedfrom me, 1 Sam. xxviii. 15. much inore for a
person to apprehend himself fallen into the hands of the living
God, who is a consuming fire ; and having nothing left but the
fearful expectation of future judgment, and an abyss of woes
that will ensue hereupon. These are the evils that some endure in this life ; which is no less terrible to them than the
comfortable foretastes of the love of God are joyful to the
saints.

From

the different viev/ of the end of the wicked, and the
many useful instructions may be learned.
1. When we consider the wicked as distressed with the afflicting sense of what they feel, and with the dread of that
wrath which they would fain flee from, but cannot, we may
righteous,

infer,

(1.) That a state of unregenerac)', whatever advantages may
attend it, as to the outward blessings of common providence, is
a very sad and deplorable condition, far from being the object
of choice to those who duly consider the consequences hereof. The present amusements that arise from the enjoyment of
sensual pleasures, from whence the sinner concludes himself to
be happy, is the most miserable instance of self-deceit, and will
appear to be so, if we consider the end thereof, or that the
triumphing of the xvicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite
but for a moment. Job xx. 5. and after that, nothing shall remain but what wounds his spirit, and makes his misery into-

lerable.
(2.) When we meet with instances of persons sunk in the
depths of despair, and tormenting themselves with the fore
views of hell and destruction, let this be a warning to others
to flee from the wrath to come. I would not be peremptory in
passinjj, a judgment on the state of those who apprehend themselves to be irretrievably lost, and feel those terrors in their
consciences which no tongue can express.
person can hardly read the account of the despair of poor Spira, soon after
the reformation ; and how much his sentiments concerning

A
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resembled the punishment of sin in hell, without tremhe was, indeed, a sad instance, of the wrath of God
breaking in upon conscience ; and is set up as a monument to
warn otiiers, to take heed of apostacy ; and in this, and suchlike instances, we have a convincing proof of the realitv of a
future state of misery
or, that the punishment of sin in hell
is not an ungi-ounded fancy
nevenheless, it is not for us to
enter into those secrets which belong not to us, or to reckon
him among the damned in another world, because he reckoned
himself among them in this. And as for any others that we

^limsclf,

bling

:

;

:

may

see in the like circumstances, we ai-e not so much to pass
a judgment concerning their future state, as to infer the desperate estate of sinners, when left of God, and to bless him that
it is not our case. And on the other hand, let not unregenerate
sinners think that they are safe, merely because their consciences
are quiet, or rather stupid, since that false peace, which they
have, is no better than the hope of the hypocrite^ which shall
perish^ and be cut off; and his trust shall be as a spider'^s xveby
if he continue in his present condition.
From what has been said concerning the happiness of the
righteous, in the enjoyment they have of the first fruits of the
heavenlv glory, we may learn,
(1.) That this may afford farther conviction to us, that there
a state of complete blessedness reserved for the saints in another world ; since, besides the arguments we have to prove this
taken from scripture, we have others founded in experience, so
far as it is possible for any to attain to the joys of heaven before they come there. Though the instances we have here given
thereof are uncommon, yet this inference from them is just,
and may alFord matter of conviction to those who are wholly
taken up with earthly things, and have no taste of, nor delight
in things spiritual, that religion has its own rewards attending
it, and consequently that a believer is the only happy man in
the world.
(2.) This may serve as an encouraging motive to induce
Christians to hold on their way. Whatever difficulties or distressing providences they may meet with in this life, if they
have the earnest and foretastes of heaven at any time, this will
make their afflictions seem light; inasmuch as they work for
them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. And
if they are rather waiting and hoping for them, than actually
enjoying them, let them adore and depend on the sovereignty
of God, who dispenses these comforts when he pleases and if
they are destitute of the joy of faith, let them endeavour to be
found in the lively exercise of the direct acts thereof, trusting
in Christ, though they have not such sensible communion with
him as others have ; and let them bless God, (though they have
is

:
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not those foretastes of the heavenly glory, which accompany a
full assurance thereof,) if they have a quiet, composed frame
of spirit, and are not given up to desponding thoughts, or unbelieving fears, and have ground to conclude, that though their
state be not so comfortable as that of others ; yet it is no less
safe, and shall, at last, issue into the fruition of that felicity of
which others have the first-fruits here on earth.
(3.) Let them who are at any time favoured with this privilege of assurance, and the joy that arises from it, walk very
humbly with God, as being sensible that this frame of spirit is
not owing to themselves, but to the quickening and sealing influences of the Holy Ghost ; and if, by neglecting to depend
on him for the continuance thereof, we provoke him to leave
us to ourselves, we shall soon lose this desirable frame, and be
left in darkness : since as without him we can do nothing, so
without his continued presence we can enjoy none of those privileges which tend to make our lives comfortable, and give us
an anticipation of future glory.

Quest.

LXXXIV.

Shall all

men

die ?

Answ. Death being threatened as the wages of sin, it is appointed unto all men once to die j for that all have sinned.
Quest.

LXXXV.

Death being the xvages of sin^ xvhy are not
the righteous delivered from death^ seeing all their sins are
forgiven in Christ ?

Answ. The

righteous shall be delivered from death itself at
the last day, and even in death are delivered from the sting
and curse of it ; so that, although they die, yet it is out of
God's love, to free them perfectly from sin and misery, and
to make them capable of farther communion with Christ in
glory, which they then enter upon.

these answers we have an account,
Of the unalterable purpose of God, or his appointment
that all men once must die ; which is also considered as the

IN

I.

wages of

sin.

supposed, that death has a sting and curse attending
with respect to force.
III. It is the peculiar privilege of the righteous, that though
they shall not be delivered from death, yet this shall redound
to their advantage
For,
1, The sting and curse of it is taken from them.
2, Their dying is the result of God's love to them j and that
II.

It is

it

:

m three

respects.
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(1.)

As

they are thereby freed from shi and misery.

(2.) As they are made capable of farther communion with
Clirist in glory, beyond what they can have in this world.
(3.) As they shall immediately enter upon that glorious and
blessed state when they die.
I. God has determined, by an unalterable purpose and decree, that all men must die. Whatever different sentiments per-

may have

about other things, this remains an incontestahave as much reason to conclude that we shall
leave the world, as, at present, we have that we live in it. I
sons

ble truth.

We

knoxv^ says Job, that thou ivilt bring

me

to

deaths

and

to

the

house appointed for all livings Job xxx. 23. and upon this acrount the Psalmist says, I am a stranger with thee, and a sojoarner, as all mij fathers were, Psal. xxxix. 12. And if scripture had been v/hoUy silent about the frailty of maji, daily exhave
perience would have afforded a sufficient proof of it.
much said concerning man's mortality in the writings of the
heathen ; but they are at a loss to determine the origin or first
cause of it ; and therefore they consider it as the unavoidable
consequence of the frame of nature, arising from the contexture
thereof, as that which is formed out of the dust must be resolved into its first principle or that which is composed of flesh
and blood, cannot but be liable to corruption. But we have this
matter set in a true light in scripture, which considers death as
the consequence of man's first apostacy from God. Before this
he was immortal, and would have always remained so, had he
not violated the covenant, in which the continuance of his immortality was secured to him ; the care of providence would
have prevented a dissolution, either from the decays of nature,
or any external means leading to it. And therefore some of the
Socinian writers have been very bold in contradicting the express account we have hereof in Scripture, when they assert
that death was, at first, the consequence of nature ;* for which
reason man would have been liable to it, though he had not
sinned ; whereas the apostle says, By one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men^
for that all have sinned, Rom. v. 12.
have a particular account of this in the sentence God
passed on our first parents immediately after their fall ; when
having denounced a curse upon the ground for their sake, he
says, Dust thou art, and unto dust shall thou return. Gen. iii.
19. And it may be observed, that as this is unavoidable, pursuant to the decree of God, so the constitution of our nature,
as well as the external dispensations of providence, lead to it.
This sentence no sooner took place, but the temperament of

We
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We

•
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human bodies was altered,* the jarring principles of nature, on
the due temperament whereof hfe and health depends, could
not but have a tendency by degrees to destroy the frame thereof; if there be too great a confluence of humours, or a defect
thereof; if heat or cold immoderately prevails; if the circulation of the blood and juices be too swift or slow or if the food
on which we live, or the air which we breathe be not agreeable
to the constitution of our nature, or any external violence be
offered to it ; all these things have a necessary tendency to
weaken the frame of nature, and bring on a dissolution. David
includes the various means by which men die, in three general
heads, speaking concerning Saul, The Lord shall Sfnzte liirn^ or
his day shall come to die^ or he shall descend into battle^ and
perish: the Lord shall smite him^ 1 Sam. xxvi. 10. denotes a
person's dying by a sudden stroke of providence, in which there
is the more immediate hand of God ; and Wis falling' into battle^
a violent death by the hands of men ; in both which respects
men die before that time which they might have lived to, according to the course of nature ; and what is said concerning
his dai/s coming" to die; that is, a person's dying what we call
a natural death, or when nature is so spent and wasted that it
can no longer subsist by all the skill of the physicians, or virtue of medicine ; and then the soul leaves its habitation, when
it is not longer able to perform the functions of life.
might here consider those diseases that are the fore-runners of death, which sometimes are more acute ; and by this
means, as one elegantly expresses it, nature feels the cruel victory before it yields to the enemy. As a ship that is tossed by
a mighty tempest, and by the concussion of the winds and
waves, loses its rudder and masts, takes water in every part,
and gradually sinks into the ocean so in the shipwreck of nature, the body is so shaken and weakened by the violence of a
disease, that the senses, the animal and vital operations decline,
and, at last, are extinguished in death. f This seemed so formidable to good Hezekiah, that he utters that mournful complaint, Mine age is departed and removed from me as a shephcrd\s tent : I have cut off like a zveaver^ my life ; he will cut me
off' with pining sickness : from day even to nighty xvilt thou fnake
an end of me. /reckoned till the mor?iing\ that as a lion^ so will
fie break all my bones : from day even to night wilt thou make an
:

We

:

cndofme^

Isa. xxxvii. 12, 13.

We

might here consider the empire of death as universal
as the wise man says, One generation passeth azvay, and another generation cometh^ Eccl. i. 4. and then they pass away also,
like the ebbing and flowing of the sea. Death spares none ; the
* Before ihia there
loxi b'j fiin
'

,-

vjo.'i

and a broken

-.vhat

some

call

tcinperamentum ad pondus,

constitiition, leadlnjf to mortallt'j

See Dr. BaCcs on Death, chnp.
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no moi-e withstand its stroke, than
no age of man is exempted from it. This is beautifully described by Job
One dictli in his full strength^ being
wholhj at case and f/uiet : his breasts are full of milk^ a?id his
bones are moistened xvith marrorv : and another dieth in the bitterness of his soul ; and never eateth xvith- pleasure : they shall
lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them, Job
Strongest constitution can
the weakest

;

;

xxi. 23

We

— 26.

might also consider the body after death, as a prey foi*
worms, the seat of corruption ; and lodged in the grave, the
house appointed for all living ; and then an end is put to all the
actions, as well as enjoyments of this life ; and, as the Psalmist:
speaks, In that vcrij day all their thoughts perish^ Psal. cxlvi. 4.
Whatever they have been projecting, whatever schemes thev
have laid, either for themselves or others, are all broken as
:

the historian observes concerning the Roman emperor, thai:
when he had formed great designs for the advantage of the
empire,* death broke ail his measures, and prevented the execution thereof.
might also consider it as putting an end to our present
enjoyments, removing us from the society of our deaiest friends,
to a dismal and frightful solitude. T'his was one of the conse-

We

quences thereof, that was very afflictive to Hezekiah, when he
says, / shall behold jnan no more xvith tlie inhabitants of the
worlds Isa. xxxviii. 11. It also strips us of all our possessions,
and the honours we have been advanced to in this world, as
the Psalmist speaks, When he dieth he shall carrij nothing
axvay, his glory shall not descend after him, Psal. xlix. 27.
might also consider the time of life and death as being
in God's hand. As we were brought into the world by the sovereignty of his providence, so we are called out of it at his
pleasure ; concerning whom it is said, Our times are in his hand^
Psal. xxxi. 15. So that as nothing is more certain than death,
nothing is more uncertain to us than the time when. I'his God
has concealed from us for wise ends. Did we know that we
should soon die, it would discourage us from attempting any
thing great in life ; and did we know that the lease of life was
long, and we should certainly arrive to old age; tliis might occasion the delaying all concerns about our soul's welfare, as
presuming that it was time enough to think of the afiairs of
religion and another world, when we apprehend ourselves to
be near the confines thereof; and therefore, God has by this,
made it our wisdom, as well as our duty, to be waiting all the
days of our appointed time, till our change come.
From what has been said under this head, we may leain,
1. The vanity of man as mortal. Indeed, if we look on believers as enjoying that happiness which lies beyond the grave,
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there is a very difterent view of things ; bul as to vvliat respects the world we have reason to say as the Psalmist does,
Verilt/y every man at his best estate is altogether vanity^ PsaU
may see the vanity of all those honours and
xxxix. 5.
carnal pleasures which many pursue with so much eagerness,
as though they had nothing else to mind, nothing to make provision for but the flesh, which they do at the expence of that
which is in itself most excellent and desirable :
may also

We

We

infer,

2. That this affords an undeniable and universal motive to
humility; since death knows no distinction of persons, regards
the rich no more than the poor ; puts no mark of distinction
between the remains of a prince and a peasant ; and not only
takes away every thing that men value themselves upon, but
levels the highest part of mankind with common dust : They
who boast of their extract, descent, and kindred, are obliged,
with Job, to say, to corruptioUy Thou art viij father ; to the
zvonUy Thou art my mother and my sister^ Job xvii. 14. Shall
we be proud of our habitations, xvho dxvell in houses of clay
whose foundation is in the dust f chap. iv. 19. Are any proud
of their youth and beauty ? this is, at best, but like a flower
that does not abide long in its bloom, and when cut down, it
withers.
The finest features are not only spoiled by death, but
rendered unpleasant and ghastly to behold
and accordingly
are removed out of sight, and laid in the grave.
3. From the consideration of man's liableness to death, and
those diseases that lead to it, as the wages of sin, we may inThe cause is to
fer ; that sin is a bitter and formidable evil.
be judged of by its effects. As death, accompanied with all
those diseases which are the forerunners of it, is the greatest
natural evil that we are liable to ; sin, from whence it took its
rise, must be the greatest moral evil ; v/e should never reflect
on the one without lying low before God in a sense of the
other.
The Psalmist, when meditating on his own mortality,
traces it to the spring thereof; and ascribes it to those rebukes
with which God corrects men for their iniquities^ that they die,
and their beauty consumes away like a moth^ Psal. xxxix. II.
And elsewhere, when he compares the life of man to the grass
which in the morning fiourishethy and groxoeth up ; and in the
e'-.jening is cut doxvn and xvitherethy he immediately adds ; thou
hast set our iniquities before theCy our secret sins in the light of
And when Hezekiah had an
thy countenance, Psal. xc. 6, 8.
intimation of his recovery, after he had the sentence of death
within himself, he speaks of his deliverance from the pit of corruptiony Isa. xxxviii. 17. as that which was accompanied with
God's casting all his siyis behind his back. And since we cannot be delivered from these sad effects of sin, till the frame of
',
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dissolved, and afterwards rebuilt

;

if

should put us

upon using those proper methods whereby we may be freed.
from the guilt and dominion thereof; and accordingly it should
have a tendency to promote a life of holiness in us.
4. From the uncertainty of life, let us be induced to improve
our present time, and endeavour so to live, as that, when God
calls

us hence,

we may

be ready.

to pray with the Psalmist,

And

So teach us

zue maij npphj our hearts unto iv'isdorn,

therefore, we ought
number our days, that
Psal. xc. 12. that by this
to

means, that which deprives us of all earthly enjoyments, may
give us an admission into a better world, and be the gate to
eternal life.
This leads us to consider,
II. That death has a sting and curse annexed to it, with respect to some.
Thus the apostle expressly says, The sting of
death is sin, 1 Cor. xv. 56. As sin at first brought death into
the world ; so it is the guilt thereof, lying on the consciences
of men, which is the principal thing that makes them afraid to
leave the world
not but that death is, in itself, an evil that
nature cannot think of without some reluctancy.
And therefore the apostle Paul, although he expresses that assurance
which he had of happiness in another world, which he groaned
after, and earnestly longed to be possessed of; yet had it been
put to his choice, he would have wished that he could have been
clothed upon ruith the house which isfro?n heaven, 2 Cor. v. 2.
that is, had it been the v.ill of God, that he might have been
brought to heaven Avithout going the way of all the earth, this
would have been more agreeable to nature. But when the two
evils of death meet together, namely, that which is abhorrent
to nature, and the sting which makes it much more formidable,
this is, beyond measure, distressing.
In this answer, the sting
and curse of death are both put together, a^ implying the same
Accordingly, it is that whereby a person apprehends
thing.
;

himself liable to the condemning sentence of the law, separated
from God, and excluded from his favour, so that death appears to him to be the beginning of sorrows ; this is that which
tends to embitter it, and fills him with dread and horror at the
thoughts of it.
Which leads us,
III. To shew that it is the peculiar privilege of the righteous, that though they shall not be delivered from death, yet
this shall redound to their advantage.
That they shall not be
exempted from death is evident ; because the decree of God
relating hereunto, extends to all men.
read, indeed, of
two that escaped the grave, viz. Enoch, who was translated
that he should not see death, and Elijah, who was carried to
heaven in a fiery chariot ; but these are extraordinary instances, not designed as precedents, by which we may judge of the
common lot of believers. And the saints th«t shall be found

We
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alive at Christ's second coming, shall undergo a change *, as
the apostle speaks ; which though it be equivalent to death, it
cannot properly be styled a dying ; inasmuch as he opposes it
thereunto, when he says, IVe shall not all sleeps but xve shall all
he cha7iged, 1 Cor. xv. 51. and he speaks of it as a future dispensation of providence, which does not immediately concern
«s in this present age. Therefore we must not conclude that
believers are delivered from the stroke of death ; nevertheless,
this is ordered for their good, as the apostle says, with a particular application to hiniself. For me to die is gaiii^ Phil. i. 21.
And when he speaks of the many blessings that believers have
in possession or in reversion, he says. Death is yours; as though

he should say, it shall redound to your advantage ; and this it
does if we consider,
1. That the sting of death is taken away from them.
This
is the result of their being in a justified state ; for since a person's being liable to the condemning sentence of the law is the
principal thing that has a tendency to make him uneasy, and
may be truly called the sting that wounds the conscience ; so
a sense of his interest in forgiveness through the blood of Christ,
tends to give peace to it ; such an one can say, who shall lay
any thing to my charge ? It is God that justifieth ; or though
I have coi^tracted guilt, which renders me unworthy of his favour ; yet I am persuaded that this guilt is removed ; and
therefore iniquity shall not be my ruin ; and even death itself
shall bring me to the possession of those blessings that were
purchased for me by the blood of Christ, which I have been
enabled to apply to myself by faith ; and with this confidence
he can say with the apostle,
death^ -where is thy sting ?
gra'je^ xvhere is thy victory f 1 Cor» xv. 55,
2. Their dying is an instance of God's love to them.
As
those whom Cnrist is said to \vA.\t loved in the xvorld^ he loved
unto the end of his life ; so he loves them to the end of theirs>
John xiii. 1. And as nothing has hitherto separated them
from this love, nothing shall be able to do it. There are thres
instances wherein the love of God to dying believers discovers
itself.

(1.) In that they are hereby freed from sin and misery ; this
they never were, nor can be till then. As for sin, there are the
remainders, thereof in the best of men, M'hich give them great
disturbance^ and occasion for that daily conflict which there is
between flesh and spirit, as has been before observed. But at
death the conflict will be at an end, and the victory which they
shall obtain over it, compleat.
There shall be no law in the
members warring against the law of the mind ; no i)ropcnsity
or inclination to what is evil ; nor any guilt or defilement con* See 'mors of this in Quest. Ixxxvii.
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which would be inconsistent

v/ith a state of perfect
a state of perfect happiness, there is an
entire freedom from all those miseries which sin brought into
this lower world.
These are either internal or external, personal or relative ; none of which shall occur to allay, or give
any disturbance to the saints' blessedness after death. But
more of this will be considered under a following answer ; in
which we shall be led to speak of the happiness of the righ-

tracted

;

holiness.

And

as

it is

teous at the day of judgment, both in soul and
therefore we proceed to consider,

body *

;

and

(2.) That the death of a believer appears to be an instance
of divine love, in that hereby he is made capable of farther
communion with Christ in glory. Persons must be made meet
for heaven before they are admitted to it.
Though our present season and day of grace is a time in which God is training his people up for glory ; and there is an habitual preparation for it, when the work of grace is begun ; which is what
the apostle intends when he speaks of some who are made meet
to he made partakers of the inheritance of the saints in lights
Col. ii. 12. when they were first translated into Christ's kingdom nevertheless this falls very short of that actual meetness which the saints must have when they are brought to the
possession of the heavenly blessedness.
Then they ^hall be
made perfect in holiness, as will be observed in the next answer ; otherwise there can be no perfect happiness.
And besides this, the soul must be more enlarged, that hereby it may be enabled to receive the immediate discoveries of
the divine glory, or to converse with the heavenly inhabitants,
than it can be here. The frame of nature must be changed ;
which is what the apostle intends, when he says. Flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom ofGod^ neither doth corruption
inherit incorruption^ 1 Cor. xv. 50. accordingly he adds, ver.
53. This corruptible must put on incorruption^ and this mortal
must put on immortality ; whereby he intimates, that frail, mortal, and corruptible man, is not able to bear that glory which
is reserved for a state of immortality*
Therefore the soul
must be so changed as to be rendered receptive thereof; and
in order thereto, all its powers and faculties must be greatly
enlarged ; otherwise it can no more receive the immediate rays
of the divine glory, than the weak and distempered eye can
look steady on the sun shining in its meridian brightness.
In
this world our ideas of divine things are very imperfect, by
reason of the narrowness of our capacities, and God condescends to reveal himself to us in proportion thereto; but when
the saints shall see him as he is, or have a perfect and immediate vision and fruition of his glory, they shall be made recep:
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tive of

it

;

this is

capable of farther

done

at death

whereby

;

communion with Christ

ttity

are rendered

in glory,

(a)

(a) The belief of a separate state is very ancient. Cicero and Seneca have asserted, that all nations believed the immortality of the soul.
Yet we know there
were not only individuals, but sects who were exceptions. Saul the first kir,{:j
of Israel believed that the soul survived the death of the body, or he would neither have made laws against necromancers, nor have applied to one in his distresses.
If Samuel was raised, it is a fact, directly in point, but the words thougli
exjiress, are probably an accommodation to the sentiments of men.
The son (jf
Sirach who lived two hundred years before Cln-ist, says that Samuel prophesied

was dead. (Ecclus. c. 46. v. 20) And Josephus in his account of th'i
shows his belief to be that Samuel actu.-dly arose. I'he same feats
of apparitions which the disciples had, still exist with the common people, and are
proofs that they entertain the same sentiment.

after he
life

of

Sail!,

Some of the Pharisees, who are represented as believing a separate state,
tliought souls might retiu^n to other bodies. This was the opinion of Josephus
with respect to the virtuous and also of those Jews, who supposed tliat Jesus
was Elijah or Jeremiah ; but the question of the disciples, whether a man had
been born blind for his own sins, implies apossibility of a return also of the wicked into other bodies. Nevertheless the prevailing opinion of the Pharisees was
of a separate state otherwise Paul's professing their sentiments, which must
liave been known to him, was disingenuous nor, if they had known the diffi rence,
would they have protected him. The approbation of the multitude wlien he
proved the doctrine from the words of Jehovah to Moses at the bush, (Matt. sxii.
32.) and the parabla of Lazarus and the rich man, evmce that the common opinion was such.
This subject, has been enlightened, not first brought tolight, through the Gospel,
but plainly asserted this day shalt thou be -with me in paradise. At home in the body,
and absent from the J^ord, absent from the body, and present with the Lord, is deThe desire to depart to be -with Christ, shows an imscriptive but of two states.
mediate expectation. And otherwise it cannot be said that the spirits ofjust men
are made perfect.
The Jews, Greeks, and Romans assigned the Heaven to the gods, earth to men,
;

;

;

;

aJji?, inferi) to the dead.
The passages " the spiGod," and " the spirit of a man goeth upwards" are not exceptions, for then they would prove that the evil, as well as the good, went to heaven. That the spirit is disposed of by God, and that the spirit of a man survives
the death of the body, seem to be all th.it is respectively implied. Samuel was
and Saul was
'believed to come out of, and return to his place under the earth
Thus
but, possibly, in a different apartment.
to be with him, below the earth
Abraham and Lazarus were in sight of, and only divided from the man in torments by a gulph.
Under the gospel the place of separate saints is representee! to be in Heaven.
Heaven had been always assigned to God among the Jews, and even the heathens
thought it the most honourable place Virgil assigned it to Cssar. Jesus declared
he came from thence, and would return thither and for the comfort of his disciples, told them, be would prepare a place for them, and take them to himself.
They saw him actually ascend. He is to come from thence, and to bring them
with him to judgment.
This change of representation implies no contradiction, for pure spii-its are not
confined to place. Our sovds are connected with our bodies, and therelbre go and

atid

under

tlie

earth (/INK',

rit shall return to

;

;

:

;

come

with, or rather in them. But when the connexion is broken, the soul cannot be said to be in one place more than anotlter, except as it is occupied v/itli
material objects. It can attend tct)ne thing only at once, and therefore when in,
it cannot be out of the body, and must be wherever occupied, but not in any
place, except concerned with material objects.
The infinite Spirit iiad no con.".eiion with space in all the eternity which preceded creation ; since time began
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(3.) At death believers immediately enter upon, and are adAt the same time that
mitted into the possession of this glory.
the soul is enlarged and fitted for the work and enjoyment of
heaven, it is received into it ; where it shall have an uninterrupted communion with Christ in glory ; which is the subject
insisted on in the following answer.

LXXXVI.

QuF.sT.

JFhat

is

the com>nunion in g'ory ivitk

which the members of the

Christy

invisible

church enjoy im-

mcdiatehj after death P
in glory with Christ, which the members of the invisible church enjoy immediately after death,
is, in that their souls are then made perfect in holiness, and

Answ. The communion

received into the highest heavens, where they behold the
face of God in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of' their bodies, v/hich, even in death, continue united
to Christ, and rest in their graves as in their beds, till at the
last day they be again united to their souls
Whereas the
souls of the wicked are at death cast into hell, where they
remain in torments and utter darkness, and their bodies kept
in their graves, as in their prisons, till the resurrection and
judgment of the great day.
:

HAVING

considered the soul as separated from the body
by death the next thing that will be enquired into, is
what becomes of it, and how it is disposed of in its separate
state ? and here we find that there is a vast difference between
t,he righteous and the wicked in this respect
the former have
;

:

communion with Christ

in

glory, the latter are in a state of

banishment and separation from him ; being cast into hell, and
there remaining in torments and utter darkness.
Both these
are particularly insisted on in this answer.
In speaking to
which, we must consider,
as every thin^ is known nnd supported by liim, he is said to be in all places. But
the idea ot 'place is not necessary to our conceptions of Spirit.
To speak of the planets as tlie residence of spirits, and to talk of souls flying
through the wsjWe Heavens inquest of" paradise is idle. If all souls n.ust cscend to Heaven, from India they go in a direction opposite to our course thither.
There is no sun nor moon enjoyed bv saints in glory the Lord is tiieir lig'ht.
And spiritual bodies are not flesh and blood, nor belly, nor meats nor corruptible nor mortal but fit for the society of spirits.
Tiie soul at death is discharg'ed from tiie prison of these bodies, and not confined to place. It I'tceives new
faculties, which entertain it with more than substitutes for the sensations it had
in the body it obtains a perception of lit^bt more vivid than in dreams, and permanent. It enjoys the discei-nment, socictv, and cnmmTmion of other Spirits ;
The presence of God and the Redeemer and prop.resses in the kriOwlcdge and love
jf Gcd, and so in holin'.'sii and happlv.'.ii {er^rcr.
;

;

;

;

;

;
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of man

is

is

immortal
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IN GLORY.

something supposed
;

otherwise

it

; namely, that the soul
could not be capable of hap-

piness or misery.

We

II.
shall consider the happiness Avhich the members of
the invisible church enjoy ; which is called communion with
Christ in glory.

The misery which the souls of the wicked endure at
which is contained in the latter part of the answer.
I. To speak concerning the thing supposed in this answer
namely, that the soul of man is immortal. This is a subject
of that importance, that we must be first convinced of the truth
III.

death

;

of it before we can conclude that there is a state of happiness
or misery in another world. But before we proceed to the
proof of it, it is necessary for us to explain what we are to understand thereby ; accordingly let it be premised,
1. That we read, in scripture, of the death of the soul, in a
spiritual sense, as separated by sin, from God, the fountain of
life and blessedness, and as being destitute of a principle of
grace ; whereby it is utterly indisposed to perform any actions
that are spiritually good, as much as a dead man is unable to
perform the functions of life. In this sense we are to understand the apostle's words. She that liveth in pleasure is dead
xvhile she liveth^ 1 Tim. v. 6.
And in this respect unregenerate persons are said to be dead in trespasses and sins^ Eph. ii.
1. and a condemned state, which is the consequence hereof, is
a state of death. Now that which is opposed hereunto, is called, in scripture, a spiritual life, or immortality; but this is not
the sense in which we are to consider it in our present argument.
2. Immortality may be considered as an attribute peculiar
to God, as the apostle says, he only hath immortality^ 1 Tim.
vi. 16. the meaning of which is, that his life, which includes
his Being, and all his perfections, is necessary and independent ; but in this respect no creature is immortal ; but their life
is maintained by the will and providence of God, which gave
being to it at first.
3. When we speak of creatures being immortal, we must
consider them either as not having any thing in the constitution of their nature, that tends to a dissolution, which cannot
be effected by any second cause ; or their eternal existence,
pursuant to the will of God, who could, had he pleased, have
annihilated them.
It is in both these senses that we are to consider the immortality of the soul.
That it is in its own nature immortal, has been allowed by
many of the Heathens, who have had just conceptions of the
spirituality of its nature, possessed due regards to the prox'idence of God, and those marks of distinction that he puts be-
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tween good and bad men, as the consequence of their behaviour
That the soul survives the body, has been reckonin this life.
ed, by some of the Heathens, as an opinion that has almost uniThus Plato introduces Soversally obtained in the world *.
crates f as discoursing largely on this subject, immediately beand, in some, other of his writings, not only
good proofs of this doctrine as any one,
One of his followers, in
destitute of scripture-light, could do.
the account he gives of his doctrine, recommends and insists
on an argument which he brings to prove it, which is not without its weight, namely, that the soul acts from a principle seated in its own nature, and not by the influence of some external
And Strabo speaks of the ancause, as things material do
cient Brachmans, among the Indians, as entertaining some notions of the immortality of the soul, and the judgment passed
upon it in its separate state ; agreeable to what Plato advances
on that subject §.
Some, indeed, have tliought that this notion took its rise from
Thales, the Milesian, who lived between two and three hundred years before Plato, and about six hundred years before the
Christian iEra, from an occasional passage mentioned by Diogenes Laertius, in his life, which is hardly sufficient to justify this
supposition ; which he brings in only as matter of report *
And Cicero f supposes it was first propagated by Pherecydes,
who was cotemporary with him ; though Diogenes Laertius
makes no mention of it. But it may be inferred from manythings in Homer, the oldest writer in the Greek tongue, who
lived above three hundred years before Thales, that the world
had entertained some confused ideas of it in his time As we
often find him bringing in the souls of the deceased heroes appearing in a form, and speaking with a voice like that which
they had when living, to their surviving friends. And he not
only supposes, but plainly intimates thp.t their souls existed in
And in other places he represents some sufa separate state \..
fore his death

:

asserts, but gives as

:|:.

:

•

Fid. Se7iec. Epist. 117.

Cum

de aivimarwn mmortalitnte hqnimur, non leve

nos hiibet consensus hominum, aut timentmm inferos, aut coientium.
Utor hac pe7-suasio7ie publica. Et. Cic. Tusc. Quest. Lib. 1. permanere ammos arbitramiir consensu nutionum omnium; qua in sede 7naneant, qualesque sint rationtdis-

momentum apud

cendum est.
t InPhxd.
i

Vid. Alcin. de doct. Plat.

Cap. xxv. AuTCKmloy

J't f>i(rt

tuv

4"^!*^'' i

"''' <!'"f*<p'^i'^

§ Vid. Sivub. i'tog. Lib. xv. na/):t«-A««(9-< it ttmi fAu^cvi, uTfrtp xm wXstTOT 5r«3/ t*
*<}i6ap«c 4";t''f> "*' ''"*'' '^^' "^^^ i<^'9'«»v, xai ah\a. roiavTO., Trtiiyei t«v hfi^jAUvuy txv^c
xeyu.
* Vid. J)iog. Laert. in Vit. Thai.

t Vid. Cic. Tusr. Quxst. Lib.
4

Vid. Horn. Iliad. 23. lin 65,

I.

&
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fering punishment for their crimes committed here on earth *;
which plainly argues^ whatever fabulous account we have of the
nature of punishment, or the person suifering it, that it was an
opinion, generally received at that time, that the soul existed in
a separate state.
And, indeed, this may be inferred fi'om the doctrine of Daemons, or the superstitious worship of the heathens, which they
paid to the souls of those heroes who formerly lived on earth,
and had done some things which they thought rendered them
the peculiar favourites of God, and the objects of worship by
men ; and that their souls exist^S v/ith God in great honour
and favour in a separate state f. But passing this by, it nr.'.y be
farther observed, that Mdiatever notions some of the heathens
had of the immortality of the soul in general ; they were very
much at a loss, many of them, in determining the place, or many things relating to the state in v/hich they were ; and therefore many of them, v/ith Pythagoras, asserted the doctrine of
transmigration of souls, or their passing from one body to another ; and being condemned to reside in vile and dishonourable
bodies ; which, though it perverts, yet doth not overthrow the
doctrine of the soul's immortality ; and others seemed to doubt
whether, after four or five courses of transmigration of souls
from one body to another, they might not at last shrivel into
nothing.
It must also be acknowledged, that there was a considerable
'Ha6(^'
JJuvT

kt;

a.\p!U)

4 ''PC"

juiyticit

K«(

cfivw. Ks.t Tc.'i

2t«

(T'a/i 'uTTif

naTpoKXxoj Juxoto,
Tt Kxt o/Ujuctlu x*A.'
in-pt

^fci

Ki^aM;, nat

tiicinst,

iiy.A]n. ire.
f/.n 'S-pa /uuBov

eii^Ttii.

Ill •which, after he had killed Hector, he addresses himself to fds friend Patroclvs,
signifying that he had done this to rfrenge his death; upon vhich, the poet brings in
Patrocbis as appearing to him.
* Vid. Odi's. Lib. xi. lin. 575. & seq. in luhich he speaks of the punishment ofTiIn this, an -.ve'd as many other things, he is imitated by Virgil.
trjus and Tantahis.
See ^^neid. Lib. vi. lin. 595, & seq.
f See this argument managed v:ith a great deal oflear'iiivg cndjttdgment by
J^fede, in his apostasy oftlte latter times, ^vho prove.i that the gods lohom the heat/ieva

ivorshipped, -were the souls of men deifyed or cannomzed after death, from many rf
their own -writers, chap. iv. and Voss. de orig. esc. idol. Lib. 1. cap. xi, xii, xiii. tvho
refers to Land. Lib. 1. defals. lielig. cap. v. his rjords are these ; Qtcos impcriti,

&

insipientes,

tanquam Deos

& nuncnpant, & adoravt,

nemo

eft tarn inconsideratus,

qui non intelligat fuisse mortales. Qitomodo ergo, inqniet aliquis, Dii crediti sunt ?
JSTimiritm quia reges maximi,^ac potentissimi fuertmt, ob inerita virtutum suarnn:,
ant muiierum, ant artinm repertaimm, cum charifuisse?it iis, qxabus ijnper/tavevnnt,
Quod si qitis dvbitet, res corumgestas, facta, conin memoriam smit consecrati.

&

quce universa tnmpoetiC, turn historici veteres, prodidenint. Et August, de
Civ. Dei, Lib. viii. cap. v. Ipsi etiani majoriim gentium Dii, quos Cicero in Tiiscvlanis, tacitis nominibns videtur attiiigere, Jupiter. Juno, Saturmis, Vidcanvs, Vesta,
sideret

:

£;? alii plurimi, quos Varro contitnr ad mundi partes, f:ive elementa traw^ferre homines fuisse prodimtur. Et Cic. Lib. 1. de nat. Dear. Quid, qui ant fortes, aut potcntes viros trudvnt post mortem ad Deos pervenisse ; eosq ipsos (juos, nos colere, p^-e~
carij venerariq ; soleamus P
.-

:
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party among the heathen that adhered to the sentiments of Epi*
CUIUS, wlio denied the immortality of the soul, as supposing it
to be material. And the Sadducees are represented, in scripture, as imbibing that notion

and

;

who

Acts xxiii. a* In
his philosophy, as to what concerns
gels

spirits,

are said to deny both an-

gave into
denying the immortali-

this respect they

his

in a future state *
But passing
notwithstanding all that has been
by the better and wiser part of
yet their notions seem very detective, if we trace them farther than what concerns the bars
separate existence of the soul ; or, if they attempt to tepeak any
thing concerning its happiness in a future state, they then dis<;over that they know but little of this matter; and many of
them, though they cannot deny the soul*s immortality, yet they
eeem to hesitate about it; and therefore we may say with the
apostle, that life and immortalitu is brought to light through the
gospel, 2 Tim. i. 10. that is, if we would be sure of the immor-*
tality of the soul, and know its state and enjoyments in another
•world, we must look farther than the light of nature for it
and in seeking for arguments in scripture, we shall find great
satisfaction concerning this matter, which we cannot do from
the writers before mentioned.
That some of the heathen were in doubt about this important truth, is very evident from their writings ; for Plato himself f, notwithstanding the many things which he represents
Socrates as saying, concerning a state of immortality after death,
endeavouring to convince his friend Cebes about that matter,
and apprehending that he had so far prevailed in the argument,
as that his antagonist allowed that the soul survived the body,
but yet held the transmigration of souls into other bodies ; this
he seems to allow him, and adds, that it is uncertain whether
the soul, having worn out manj' bodies, may not at last perish
with one that it is united to ^. And he farther says to him^ that

ty ot the soul, or

its existence
observe, that
said concerning this doctrine,
the heathen in their writings ;

this bV)

:

we may

" Some have luondered how the Sadducee^ could deny angels, and yet receive the
five books ofjltoxes, in ivhich tliere is so frequent mention of the appearance of an'
gels ; mid it might us -well be wondered ho-v thi-y could make any pretendona to relir
ffion, iL'ho deiiyed the immortaU;y of the soid ; but as to both these, it may be ^aid concerning them, that they were the most irreligious part of the Jewish nation. To makt
them consistent with themselves, is past the skill of any who treat on thi:; subjeck
Some suppose that they understand ali those scriptures that speak concerning the appearance of angels, as importing nothir,g else hut a bodily shape, appear i7ig for a tim&,
and conversing with those to whom it was sent, moved and actuated by the divine
Poioer, ami then disappearing and vanishing into not/ang.
t In Pli^d.
% His words are these ; KiGic ii f/.oi tSc^t nlo /uta tfjtoi ^uv ^(Uptiv, mxv)(fovia>rtpov yi

>»

•[^X*''
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must now

die,

and you
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shall live

;

IN

GLOKV,

but which of us

is

in tli»

better state God only knows *.
As for Aristotle, though, in many places of his writings, he
seems to maintain the immortality oi the soul ; yet in others it

appears that he is in doubt about it ; and seems to assert, that
neither good nor evil happens to any man after his death f.
And the Stoicks, who did not altogether deny this doctrine ;
yet they supposed that in process of time, it would be dissolve
ed \. And even Cicero himself, notwithstanding all that he
says, by which he seems to give into this doctrine ; yet sometimes speaks with great hesitation about it §. And notwithstanding what Seneca says concerning the immortality of the
soul, as has been often before observed ; yet he speaks doubtfully of it ; so that we must have recourse to scripture, and
II

those consequences that are deduced from it, as well as those
tilings that may be inferred from the nature of the soul to prove
that it is immortal. And,
(1.) For the proof of this doctrine, let it be considered, that
the soul is immaterial ; which appears from its being capable
of thought, whereby it is conversant about, and takes in ideas
of things divine and spiritual, which no creature below man can
do. It has a povrer of inferring consequences from premises,
and accordingly is the subject of moral govei^nment, capable
of conversing with God here, and expecting rewards or punishments from him hereafter ; all this cannot be produced by matter or motion
As for matter, that is in itself altogether unactive ; and when motion is impressed upon it, the only change
that is made therein, is in the situation and contexture of its
parts, which cannot give it life, sensation or perception, much
less a power of judging and willing, or being conversant about
things spiritual and immaterial.
:
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vpon ti'hick occasion Cicero says, That thougli they ofsaert that they shall contiime a
greet -vhile in beiii^, yet they deny that they shall exist Jor ever. Vid. ejusd. in Tvsc.
(^nxst. Lib. 1. Stolcl itsnram nobis largiuntiir, ianquam cornicibus ; diu man^uros
animos ajzint ; semper negcmi.
§ Et ibid. Ea qua vis, ut pote.ro, expUcaho, jiec tamen quasi Pythivs ^ipoUo cer-,
to. ut sini, &fixa qitcs dixero, .ledut homnncidvs wins e muhis, probabiHa conjf^cfw'a
izqitens ; ultra ejii7n quo pr ogre diar quam ut verisiinilia videam., von habeo ; which
Ijuctant.i-.LS observes, speaking of him as in doubt about it
Vid. Laclant. de V't.
Meat. Lib. vii. § 8. ^nd elseivhere he says, in Lib. de Amicitia. Sin uutem ilia recorpornm, nee id.'us aensi/s maneat Ut nihil
riora, nt idem interitus sit animnrinn,
bfiui est in viortc, sic eerie nihil est mail ;
in Lib. de Seiiect. Qvod si in hoc erro,
q-.iod animos hominvrn i;nmorta'es esse credam, libenter erro : JVec mihihunc errorem,
q^i.o dehctor, dnm vivo, e.Ttorqneri voh. Sin mortmis, ut quidnni minvti philosuph.i
censeiit, nihil sentia7n ; nonvereor,ne hunc errorem mexnn philosophi minnti irrideant
i^uodsi non srujriusvnmortalesfuturl, tumen extingui hominem suo tempore, optahi'eest.
Epist. 102. Credebam opininnibus magv.oriim virorum rem gratissi^an promi'tfTitium, rr.^i^ isqnan p^-cbiintiuTn.
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(2.) This power of thinking or reasoning was not derived
from the body to which it wns united for that which has not
in itself those superior endowments, cannot communicate them
Its union with the soul cannot impart them to it
to another
for whatever sensation the body has, (which is btlow the power of reasoning,) is derived from the soul, as appears from its
being wholly destitute thereof, when the union between the soul
and body is broken And therefore, since those superior powers, or excellencies of the soul, are produced by another cause,
we must ccmiclude, that they are immediately from God This
evidently appears from scripture ; the body of Adam was first
formed, and then it is said, God breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life Gen. ii. 7". that is, he put into it that soul which
was the spring and fountain of all living actions and then it
;

:

:

:

^

,•

And it is considered as a
a living soul
peculiar display of tlie glory of God, that ht:for77ieth the spirit
follows,

man became

:

Zech. xii. 2.
from hence, that the dissolution of the body
makes no alteration in the powers and faculties of the soul
which is not hereby rendered subject to death. For, as it did
not derive those powers from the body, as was before observed,
Thus
it could not be said to lose them in the ruin of the body
our Saviour speaks of the soul as not being affected with those
injuries that tend to the bodies destruction, when he says, Fear
not them xvhich kill the hodij^ but are not able to kill the soul^
Mat. X. 28.
(4.) We have a particular account in scripture, of the soul
when separated from the body, as disposed of in a different way
from it ; it does not go down to the earth as the body does,
from whence it was, but returns to God -who g'ave it, Eccl. xii.
7. Its return to God supposes that it was accountable to him
for its actions performed in the body, or the way and manner
in which the faculties were exerted and accordingly, when separate from it, it is represented as returning to God to give an
account of its behaviour in the body, and to reap the fruits and

of 7na7i
(3.)

ivithin him^
It follows

:

;

And as it is said to return to Crod ; so believers
breathe forth their souls, and resign them by faith into the hand
of God, as our Saviour expresses it. Father^ into thy hands I
commend my spirit, Luke xxiii. 46. or, as Stephen says, Lord
jfesus receive 7ny spirit. Acts vii. 59.
(5.) The soul's immortality n:ay be proved from the extent
of the capacities thereof, and tlie small improvement men mai- c
of them in this world, especially the greatest part of mankind.
What u multitude are there who never had the faculties of the
soul deduced into act, in whom the powers of reasoning were
altogether useless, v/hile in this woild ; I n)ean in those whose
Eouls are separated from their bodies as soon as they are horn ;
eftects thereof.
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Others die in their childhood, before reason comes to maturity j
and how great a part of the world live to old age, whose souls
have not been employed in any thing great or excellent, in pro*
jportion to their capacities ? Were these made in vain ? or did
God design, when he brought them into, or continued them
either a longer or a shorter time in the v/orld, that they should
never be employed in any thing that is worthy of these noble
faculties ? Therefore we must conclude that there is another
state, in which the soul shall act more agreeably to those capacities vvhich jt is endoM'ed with,
(6.) This may be farther proved, not only from the natural
desires, which there are in a^\ men, of immortality ; but more
especially those desires, which the saints have, of enjoying some
things in God, which cannot be attained in this life. The natuWith what re»ral desire of immortality is what belongs to all
luctancy does the soul and body part ; which arises from a natural aversion to a dissolution, unless there be a well-grounded
hope of a life of blessedness that shall ensue ? Moreover there
is not only a desire but an expectation of the soul's living for
ever, when separated from the body, in a state of happiness ;
which believers are made partakers of, as a peculiar blessing
from God Therefore we must conclude, that he that gave them
%vill satisfy them ; so that as they have a thirst after happiness,
Vv'hich is the effect of a supernatural power, they shall not be
disappointed or destitute of it> which they must be if the soul
does not survive the body.
(7.) The immortality of the soul may be proved from the
justice of God as the Governor of the world. This divine perfection renders it necessary that rewards and punishments should
be distributed according to men's behaviour in this life.
observe, under a foregoing head, that man is supposed to be
accountable to God, from the consideration of the spirit's reAnd it alr.o follows, from what was said unturning to him
der another head, concerning the soul's being the subject of mo-^
:

:

We

:

government: But this argument will be farther improved
under a following answer, when we consider our Saviour's
coming to judge the v/orld *. All the use therefore that we shall

ral

at present

make

thereof,

is,

that the soul being thus accounta^

God, has reason to expect some peculiar marks of favour beyond what it receives in this world ; or to fear some
punishment as the consequence of crimes committed, from the
hand of the supreme Judge of all Thus it is said, God will
ble to

:

render to every ?uan according- to his deeds, Rom. ii. 6. And
elsewhere. Every one shall receive according to what he hath
done in the body, whether it he good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. Now
that which makes for our present argument, is, that the best
*

See Quest. Ixx^viij. Ixxxi?.
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in the world do not receive those peculiar marlcs of divine favour, as to what respects their outward condition therein, as some of the vilest men often do : This the prophet Jeremiah takes notice of, when he says, Righteous art thou^ Lord^
xvhen I plead xvith thee ; yet let me talk xuith thee of thy judgments : Wherefore doth the xvay of the -wicked prosper ? Wherefore arc all they happy that deal very treacherously ? Jer. xii.
1. And the Psalmist, when observing the prosperity of the
wicked, says, They are not in trouble like other men; neither'
are they plagued like other men^ Psal. ixxiii, 5. that is, not exposed to those rebukes of providence, as to what concerns out-

ward things, as good men are.
That which is alledged by some to solve this difficulty, is,
and therefore, the good man
that virtue has its own reward
;

cannot but be happy, whatever troubles he meets with in thia
life, since he has something within himself that makes him so«
But to this it may be replied, that this cannot give the least satisfaction, that the divine distributions are just and equal, to
those who are destitute of this inward comfort ; and the principal ingredient in that internal happiness which arises from the
exercise of religion and virtue, consists in the divine approba-

tion,

and the

interest

which such have

in that love,

which

shall

discover itself more fully, when the soul, being separate from
the body, shall enjoy the happiness resulting from it in another
world : Therefore, this is so far from militating against the doc-»
trine we are maintaining, that it aSfords a considerable argument to support it.
If it be objected also, on the other hand, that sin brings it*
own punishment along with it, in that uneasiness which the
wicked find in their own breasts ; concerning whom it is said,
They are like the troubled sea xvhen it cannot rest ; xvhose xvaters cast up mire and dirty Isa. Ivii, 20. This also proves the
immortality of the soul ; inasmuch as this fear arises from a
sense of guilt, whereby persons are liable to punishment in another world, who are not jn the least concerned about the punishment of sin in this, and are ready to conclude themselves out
of the reach of human judicature ; therefore, that which they
are afraid of, is God's righteous judgments in another world,
which they cannot, by any means, free themselves from the
must therefore conclude that this is as natural to
dread of.
man, considered as sinful, as the hope of future blessedness is
to one that is righteous ; and both these are the result of a divine impression enstamped on the souls of men, which affords
an evident proof of their immortality.
The objections against this doctrine, are generally such aa
carry in them the lowest and most abject thoughts of human
jiature in those who tnay trul^ be said to despise their owa

We
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souls. When they pretend, as was before observed, that they
are material, this is to set the soul on a level with the body;
for matter, how much soever it be refined, when it is resolved
into the particles of which it consists, has no excellency above
other material beings.
As to the objections that are brought against this doctrine
from scripture, by which the frailty of this present life is set
forth These do not in the least tend to overthrow the immortality of the soul. Thus, when it is said in Eccles. iii. 19, 20.
That which befalleth the sons of men^ befalleth beasts^ even one
thing befalleth them : As the one dieth^ so dieth the other ; yea^
they have all one breath; so that a jnaii hath no pre-eminence
above a beast ; all go unto one place ; all arc of the dust^ and all
turn to dust again. It is plain, that Solomon here speaks of the
inferior part of man, in which he has no pre-eminence above
the beasts, as the body is resolved into dust, as well as the bodies of the brute creatures ; but then the following words sufficiently confute the objection, in which it is said, the spirit of
man goeth upxvard ; whereby he asserts, not only the superior
excellency, but the immortality of the soul.
Again, when it is said in chap. ix. 5. The living know that
they 7nust die^ hut the dead know not any thing ; neither have
ihey any more a reward ; for the memory of them is forgotten.
This is sufficiently answered by only reading the following
words ; by which it appears, that their memor^'^ is forgotten
and they are said to have no farther reward in this world ; or,
as it is expressed. They have no more amy portion for ever, in
any thing that is done under the sun ; but this does not in the
least intimate that they have no portion in what respects the
things of another world ; and, indeed, their labour being unrewarded here, affords us an incontestible argument, that they
shall have it hereafter, when the soul leaves this world.
And as for other scriptures, that seem to intimate as though
death put an end to all those actions of religion which were
:

performed by good men in this life, as in Psal. xxx. 9. ' When
* I go down to the pit, shall the dust praise thee, shall it declare
* thy truth V and,
The dead praise not the Lord ; neither any
* that go down into silence,' Psal. cxv. 1 7. and what Hezekiah
says to the same purpose, The grave cannot praise thee death
* cannot celebrate thee ; they that go down to the pit cannot
* hope for thy truth,' Isa, xxxviii. 18. These and such-like ex'

'

',

pressions intend nothing else but this j that the praises of God
cannot be celebrated by those who are in the state of the dead,
in such a v/ay as they ^vere by taem while they lived in this
world, vi%. in the assemblies of his saints, from which they ai-e
separated, being no longer considered as members of the militant church; neither are they apprized of, or afFectfd wii.h the
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lower world, in which respect they are said
this does not in the least, militate against their praising God with the church triumphant, and having those privileges conferred upon them, which are adapted
to a state of immortality and eternal life.
As to what is further objected by others, that the immojtality of the soul respects only the righteous; because the apostle
bays in 1 John ii. 17. ' The world passes away, and the lust
'
thereof, hut he that doth the will of God abideth for ever.'
This sense given of the words contradicts all those scriptures
for if
that speak of the punishment of sin in another world
"none are said to abide for- ever, but the righteous, or they who
do the v.ill of God ; the wicked must necessarily go unpunishTherefore we must understand the word abiding- in the
iid.
same sense as tlie Psalmist does, when he says, ' The ungodly
* shall
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregj^ tion of the
righteous,' Psal. i. 5. which does not signify their
not existing in a future state, but not being adsnitted into the
congregation of the righteous, or made happy with them thereruing55

ro

done

in this

know nothing: But

;

in.

(«)

(a) The doctrines of the immortality of (he soul, and of tJie resurrection <y'i
the body equally rest upon the will and word of God. J5ut when viewed with tbe
eye of n.ilural reason, they }i;ivc beeii deemed to possess very unequal ground*
of probability. Tiie properties of matter and of mind are. so very different, they
have been distin;^uished by almost all. If the mind be not matter, no argument
for its extermination can he drav/n from the dissolution of the body; and as its
Tiiateriulity has never been shown, no premises liuve been found from which its
death can be inferred. Some wise men wlio had not the scriptures, have indeed
withholden their belief; but the reason is discernible, they have demanded proofs
v.'hich the God of nature has not vouchsafed and their rejection of the preiwndci'atinp,' evidence of probability, argues weakness and fastidiousness.
The resurrection of the body has been held to be Impossible. If so, the impossibility shoulil either consist in the absolute incapacity in the dead body to be
raised but this it docs not, for death can oniy reduce tlie body to its first element, and the dust which has been a body is not any more unfit to be reanimatetl, than it was to receive life in tiie first instance ; or it must l>e owing to some
detect of v.'isdom or power, or of both in him, wlio should raise the body but
God is unchangeable, and in :dl respects as able to raise hira from the dead, as to
create man at the first and there is no contradiction implied int he thing, which
should prevent tlie exertion oi' his power; a resurrecLioii is tlierefore possible.
The usual arguments for its probabdity drawn from analogy to the return of
day, of spring, of vegetation, Sec. are not conclusive. But those drawn from theresurrection of Christ, from the identity of man cc^nsidered as a compound from
the removal of moral evil, from which natural evils arise, from the earnest e:^pectation of animal nature for a better condition, and from the perfection of the
fature stute, seem to raise a presumption which is probable yet these are not
appreciated bv the natural man hence the world has so generally denied a resurrection of the body.
The testimony of the Holy Spirit on both points has been always the same, but
T)ot with equal lustre.
Jesus Christ explicitly aflirmed both, and brought his proofs from the oi-'.
testament, pressed lliem as motives of comfort or terror to saints and sinners
and so connected thc-^r U-uth Tvith tbat of ti-.s owa cUaracter, that evei7 tfiirj;

;

;

;

;

;
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We shall

invisible

consider the happiness that the

church enjoy

in glory, as

it

j

which

includes in

read of the spirits ofjust

it

is

called

members of the
communion with Christ

perfect holiness

;

accordingly

men made perfect^ Heb.

xii.

we

23. This

m

perfection consists
the rooting out all those remainders of
corruption, and those habitual inclinations to sin, th-it the)^ were
never wholly treed from in this world. The most that can be
said concerning a believer at pfesent, is, that he has a principle of spiritual life and grace, which inclines him to oppose^

and stand his ground against, the assaults of sin that dwelleth
in him, whereby it is mortified, but not wholly destroyed. The
work of sanctiftcation is dnily growing to perfection, though it
does not fully attain to it But when the soul leaves the world,
it arrives to perfection in a moment ; so that the power which
jnan had at first, to yield sinless obedience, which was lost by
:

the

fall of our first parents, is regained with great advantage,
i'or this perfection of holiness not only denotes a sinless state,
but the soul's being confirmed therein ; and accordingly it is

said to be received into the highest heaven, the place into which
is spotless purity, as
well as everlasting happiness ; and here they are described as
beholding the face of God in light and glory. These things
need not be particularly insisted on in this place, since the
same privileges are said, in a following answer, to belong to believers after the day of judgment, both in their souls and bodies, when they shall be received into heaven, and be made
perfectly holy and happy, and be blest with the immediate vision of God * ; Therefore all that we shall consider at present^
with relation hereunto^ is,
1* That the soul is immediately made partaker of this bles"
sedness on its separation from the body.
2. It is farther described as waiting for the full redemption

no unclean thing can enter; M-here there

of the body, which is still supposed to continue under the dominion of death, though united to Christ, and consequently under his special protection Upon which account believers are
said, when they die, to rest in their graves as in their beds, till
their bodies are again united to their souls at the last day.
shall consider that the soul is made partaker of h.
1,
:

We

*

See

Que.it.

xc

which proves the latter, is a proof of the former. Not only did his actualiy
and arising himself, prove th:it the dead shall rise, biit every
prophecy accomplished in him, and every miracle wrought by him and his aposfalsing the dead,

of his church, the purity of his system of doctrines, the doctrines of election, redemption, justification, regeneration and perseverance, as
well as the express declarations on this subject, both in the old and new testa-

tles, the continuaitce

ment,

all

form a solid mass of evider.ce upon which the hopes

tnsy firmly

rest*

ol

the christJRB
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Its separation from the bod)', as
answer ; which set rns to militate against
three opinions tluU have been advanced relating to the state oi"

blessedness Immediately after
it is

observed

in this

separate souls.
[l.]

made

That of the Papists, who maintain that the soul is not
perfect in holiness at death, but enters into a middlewhich

purgatory, in which

it is to endure expunishment inflicted for
those sins committed in this life, which have not been expiated
by satisfaction made by them, and partly to free them from tlae
sin which they brought with them into that state.
[2.] Another opinion which seems to be opposed in this answer, is what was maintained by some of the ancient Fathers;
namely, that the souls of believers do not immediately enter into the highest heaven before they are reunited to their bodies,
but into paradise ; not to sufl'er, as the Papists pretend that they
do who are in purgatory; but to enjoy those pleasm-es Vtdiich

state,

thtry call

quisite torments, designed partly as a

them in a place not much inferior to heaven.
another opinion which is subversive of the doctrine contained in this answer; namely, that the soul, at its separation from the body, sleeps till the resurrection ; and consequently, in that intermediate space of time in which it is separate, it is no more capable of happiness or misery than the
body that lies in the grave. The absurdity of these opinions we
shall take occasion farther to consider. And,
[l.] That of the Papists concerning a middle-state, into which
they suppose, souls enter at death, in order to their being cleansed from the remainders of sin, whereby they are made meet
for heaven. This doctrine, how ludicrous and ungrounded soever it may appear to be, they are so fond of, that it will be as
hard a matter to convince them of the absurdity thereof, as ic
was of old to convince the Worshippers of Diana at Ephesus,
of their stupid idolatry ; because it tends to promote their secular interest. Tliey first endeavour to persuade the poor deluded people, that they must suffer very great torments after
death, unless they be relieved by tiic prayers of their survivinc;
friends ; and then, to induce them to shew this favour to them,
as well as that they may merit some abatement of these torments or a speedy release from them, they tell them, that it is
are reserved for
[3.]

There

is

duty and interest to leave their estates, by their last will
and testament to pious uses ; such as building of churches, en-i
dowing of monasteries, &c. by which means they have got a
their

great part of tlie estates of the people into their own hands.
And to carry on this cheat, they give paiticular instances, in
some of their writings, of souls being released from this dread/ill place by their prayers.
'I'he account thev give of this middle-state, between heaven
'

Vol.

III.
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not only that they are not admitted into the immeGod ; but are exposed to grievous torments
by fire, little short of those that are endured in hell ; and if
they are not helped by the prayers of the church, they are in
danger of being sent from thence directly to hell, from whence
there is no release. They also add, that the punishment, in this
state, is either longer or shorter, in proportion to the crimes
committed in this world ; for which satisfaction has not been
made by penances endured, or money given to compensate for
them. Some, indeed, are allowed, by them, to pass immediately into heaven, without being detained here ; namely, those
who have performed works of supererogation ; or if by their
entering into a vow of poverty, they have parted with their
estates, while living in the world, for the use of the church, in
which case no end could be answered, by telling them of this
fable of purgatory. Others are told that they ma)^ escape it,
by entering into a vow of chastity and canonical obedience
which belongs more especially to the priests, when entering
into holy orders ; whereby they take care to make provision
for themselves, that so the deluded people may have a greater
regard to their prayers, since they will lind none in purgatory
hell, is

diate presence of

.;

to perform that service for them.

This is so vile and absurd
an opinion, that it cannot but expose the church of Rome to
the scorn and contempt of all who are not given up to strong
delusions.

But though it sufficiently appears, that secular interest is the
main foundation of this doctrine yet there are some argu;

ments, which they take from scripture, to support it ; which is
the only thing that requires our notice.
One scripture brought to this purpose, is in Isa. iv. 4. where
the prophet speaks concerning the Lord'^s purging the blcod of
erusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit ofjudgment^ and
by the spirit of burning ; supposing that this should have its
accomplishment when the soul left the body, and was detained
in this place of torment. But this is very remote from the design of the Holy Ghost herein ; for it only contains a metaphorical description of some judgments which God would inflict on people in this life, and as a means to reclaim them froiVi
them therefore we often read, in the prophets, of God's refining his people in the furnace of affliction^ Isa. xlviii. 10. and
accordingly it is said, that the Lord^s fre is in Zion, and his
furnace in Jerusalem, chap. xxxi. 9. denoting the sore judgments they should undergo in this world, as a punishment for

y

:

their idolatry.

Another

which is miserably perverted, to support
Zech. ix. 11. By the blood of thy covehave I sent forth thy prisoners, out of the pit xahcrein is
scripture,

this doctrine, is that in
?iant
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is to be understood of some
because it is called the pit ; and it is also
described as a place of miserv% inasmuch as there is no water,
that is, no refreshing comforts ; and they add, that the prophet
does not speak of hell because some persons are described as
.^mt for thy or released from it; therefore it must needs be understood of this middle-state, between heaven and hell. But
this is far from being the sense of the text, since it contains a
prediction of their being delivered from the Babylonish captivity, which, in a metaphorical way of speaking, is called the
pity rvherein is no -tvater^ to denote the great distress that the
people were to be brought under therein ; thus the prophet
Isaiah, speaking of their deliverance from the captivity, says.
The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed^ and that he
mould not die in the pit, Isa. li. 14-. Or else it denotes some
future deliverance, which the church was to expect after great
calamities undergone by them ; and this is said to be bij the
blood of the covenant , denoting that all the happiness the church
shall enjoy in this world, as well as the other is founded in the
blood of Christ, pursuant to the covenant of grace and if the
text must necessarily be understood of a deliverance from evil
after death, it may be considered as a prediction of our being
delivered from eternal destruction, by the blood of Jesus.
Again7 another scripture which they bring to support this
fabulous doctrine, is in 1 Cor. iii. 13, 14, 15. Every man's
•work shall be made manifest : for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by re ; and the fire shall try every
nimi's xvorky ofxvhat sort it is^ If any man's xvork abide xvhicfi
he hath built thereupon^ he shall receive a reward. If any marCs
xvork shall be burnt^ he shall suffer loss ; but he himself shall be
saved ; yet so as by fire. The reason why this scripture is forced into that cause which they maintain, is, because we read
of persons being saved so as by fre ; and this they suppose to
respect that which should follow after the particular judgment
of every one at death in which, a scrutiny shall be made concerning their works, or their behaviour in this world ; and if
they are found faulty, they may, notv/ithstanding, be saved after they have endured those suft'erings which are there allotted
for them.
But there is nothing in the text that gives the least countenance to this notion, since the apostle seems to be speaking concerning those ministers who preach false doctrines, that is, propagate errors not directly subversive of the fundamental articles of faith, but such as tend to embarrass the consciences of
men, and, in many respects, lead them out of the way ; or of
others, who have been perverted by them, and have embraced
pernicious errors, whirh, in their consequencer., are subversive
)io

water; which they suppose,

state after this life;

:
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of the faith, but yet do not hold those consequences these may
be saved, but their salvation shall be attended with some difficulty, arising from the mistaken notions which they have imbibed. Some compare this to a person whose house is in flam.es,
and he saves his life with difficulty, being scorched thereby.
God will, in his own time, take some method to discover what
notions we have received in religion ; and he is said to do it by
fire. Whether this, as a learned writer observes, is to be understood of the clear gospel-dispensation,* or else respects some
trying dispensation of providence, accompanied with a greater
measure of the effusion of the Spirit, that shall lead men into the
knowledge of their mistakes, and set them in the right way, I
will not determine. But whether the one or the other of these
senses of the texts seems most agreeable to the mind of the
apostle, it is sufficiently evident that no countenance is given*
either in this or any other scripture, to this absurd doctrine of
:

the Papists.
Another scripture which they bring for the proof of this doctrine, is in 1 Pet. iii. 19. in which it is said, that our Saviour
rvent and preached unto the spirits in prison. The sense they
give of that text, compared with the foregoing verse, is, that as
our Saviour, after his death, visited those repooitories, where
the Old Testament-saints were lodged, and preached the gospel to them, which they embraced ; and pursuant hereupon,
were admitted into heaven so he went down into this subter:

raneous prison, and preached to them also ; but whether this
was attended with the same success, or no, they pretend not to
determine but only allege this as a proof that there is such a
place and to give countenance to this sense they say, that by
the prison here spoken of, the prison of hrll cannot be intended ; inasmuch as there is no hope of salvation there, and consequently no preaching of the gospel. And it cannot be meant
of his preaching to any in this world; for they suppose, that
he went after he left the world, and preached to spirits^ that is,
to persons, whose souls were separate from their bodies ; therefore he went, as they argue, and preached to those that are in
purgatory: but in giving this sense of the text, they are obliged to take no notice of what follows, which, if duly considered^
would plainly overthrow if.
The meaning of this scripture therefore is this, that our Saviour preached by his Spirit, to the old world, in the ministry
of Noah, while he was preparing the iirk ; but they being disobedient, were not only destroyed by the Hood, but shut up ir^
,•

:

* See Dr. Edward^s exsrdt. Part II. on 1 Cm\ iii. 15. r..iho, to give ccunfenavce
produces t-.co scriptures, viz. JMar/j xiv. 54. tind Lvke xxii. 55. where
the word^mc, is put for fire ; from tvhencr he supposes, that *tt^ tindnufi^ are used-
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the prison of hell; in which respect it is said he preached to
those that are now in prison
so that this scripture makes nothing for that doctrine which we are opposing ; nor any other
that is or can be brought ; so that all the arguments pretended
to he taken trom it, are a manifest perversion thereof.
However, there is one method of reasoning which they make
use of, that I cannot pass over; inasmuch as they apprehend
that it contains a d'ilein7na that is unanswerable; namely, that
there is some place in which persons are perfectly freed from
sin, which must be cither this world, or heaven, or some middle state between them both. It is allowed by all, that there is
no perfect freedom from sin in this world ; and to suppose that
persons are perfectly freed from sin after they come to heaven,
is to conclude that that is a state of probation, in which the
gospel must be preached, and persons that attend upon it, inclined to embrace it, which is not agreeable to a state of perfection : and this is contrary to scripture, which speaks of no
unclean thing entering therein. Therefore it follows, that the
state in which they are fitted for it, must be this which they
plead for, to wit, a middle-state, in which they are first purged,
and then received into heaven.
But to this it may be replied, that it is true, believers are
not perfectly freed from sin in this world, nor do they enter into heaven, either with the guilt or pollution of their sins upon
them ; but thev are made perfect in an instant, in passing out
of this world into heaven : the same stroke which separates
the soul from the body takes away the remainders of corruption, and fits it for the heavenly state ; it passes out of this
world perfect, though it was imperfect while in it; in like manner as the body being raised out of the grave is rendered incorruptible thereby, so that we have no occasion to invent a
middle state, into which the saints are brought. Therefore it
follows, as it is expressed in this ansM'er, that the souls of
believers, immediately after death, are made perfect in holi:

ness.
[2.] There is another opinion embraced by some of the Jews,
and several of the Fathers, in which they are followed by some

modern

writers ; namely, that the souls of believers, at death,
enter into paradise, where they continue till they are reunited
to their bodies, and, after the day of judgment, are received
into the highest heaven
thus they understand our Saviour's
words to the penitent thief on the cross, To day thou shalt be
ivitk 7rie in paradise^ in a literal sense, as contra-distinguished
from heaven. And these assert, that the soul of our Saviour,
when separate from his body, went immediately into paradise,
and not into heaven, till after his resurrection. This is supposed to import tlie same thing as Abraham's bosom does in the
:

ol8
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parable ; and indeed, the Greek vrord,* in the metaphorical
sense thereof, which we translate boaom^ signifies a port or
Iiaven ; which is, as it were, a bosom for shipping.
This is described as very distinct from the Popish doctrine
cf purgatory ; for it is not a place of suffering, but of delight
and pleasure. Tertullian, who gave into this notion, f describes
pleasure, designed for the- reception of
ist as a place of divine
the spirits of holy men, being separate either from the world,
or other places near it, by an inclosure of fire, designed to keep
she wicked out.
This is what they suppose the apostle Paul speaks of when
he says, that he was caught up into paradise^ 2 Cor. xii. 5. and
f.hey conclude that this vision or rapture which he mentions,
includes in it what he experienced at two several times ; and
that this is agreeable to what he mentions in verse 1. where he
speaks not of one single vision, but of visions and revelations.
Accordingly they suppose that he had first of all a vision of
the glory of heaven, and then he had another of paradise thus
a late writer understands the text.:|: However, I cannot think
that this can be sufficiently inferred from the apostle's words,
which ai-e, as it were, a preface to introduce the account which
he gives of himself, vv'hen he says, I will come to visions and
revelations ; that is, L will now" tell you how God sometimes
favours his people with extraordinary visions and revelations
then he proceeds to give an instance hereof in himself, as being
caug-ht i-ip info the third heaven^ or into paradise ; for I cannot
suppose that he speaks of two visions, or distinguishes paradise
fi-om heaven ; and therefore I am obliged not to pay that deference to the sentiments of the Fathers he mentions, as he
does, but must conclude the notion to be altogether ungrounded, though it is supported by the credit of Irenaeus, Tertullian,
Epiphanius, Methodius, as well as of several Jewish writers;
Kuch as Philo, and sojne others,'^
shall now consider another doctrine, maintained by
[3.]
some, v/hich is inconsistent with what is said in this answer,
concerning the souls of believers being made perfect in holiness, and entering immediately into heaven, when separate
from their bodies, viz. that at deatli the soul sleeps as well as
the body, till the resurrection, when one shall be raised, and
tlie -other awakened out of its sleep. These do not suppose that
the soul ceases to exist; but that it enters into, and continues
in, a state of inactivity, without any power to exercise the facul:

:
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ty of thinking, and, as a consequence ihercof, whilst remaining
in this state, it must be incapable either of happiness or misery.
These do not assert that there shall be no rewards and punishin a future state; but that there will be a defeiring thereof until the last day.
Tiiis doctrine was generally maintained by the Socinians, as
may be seen in several of their writings referred to by a learned
author, who opposes them;* and the arguments by which iti*
usually supported, are taken partly from the possibility of th.?
soul's being destitute of thought, and partly from those scriptures that compare death to a sleep ; by which they understand
not only a cessation of action in the body, but likewise in the
soul. In defence of the former of these, viz. that it is possible
for the soul to be without tiie exercise of thought, they argue,
that the soul of a new-born infant, (or, at least, beiore it is
tliough there be a power of reasoning,
born,) has no ideas
which is essential, to the soul ; yet this is not deduced into act,
so as to produce thought, or actual reasoning, from whence
moral good or evil would proceed, and a sense of happiness ot
misery, arise from it. And this notion is carried somewhat
farther by a late celebrated writer ;f v^'ho, though he takes no
notice of the tendency of his assertion to support this opiniou
concerning the soul's sleeping at death ; yet others make a handle of it, to defend it with a greater shew of reason than whu?.
was formerly discovered in maintaining this argument.
He asserts, that the souls of those that are adult do not always think ; and particularly when a person is in a sound sleep.
that he has no thought ; how much soever there may be the
exercise of thought, tiiough confused and irregular, in those
who, between sleeping and waking, not only dream a thousand
things which they never thought of before, but also remember
those dreams when they awake. That a person, in a sound sleep,

ments

:
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has no dreams, and consequendy is destitute of thought, he attempts to prove ; inasmuch as when any one is suddenly waked
out of a sound sleep, he can give no account of what he had
been thinking of; and he supposes it impossible for a person
who was thinking, to forget the next moment what his thoughts
were conversant about. This is the principal argument whereby he supports this notion ; and he has so far the advantage
thereof, as that it is impossible for us to prove the contrary
from any thing that we know or experience concerning ourselves Nevertheless, it v»^ill not appear very convincing, when
we consider that there are innumerable thoughts which we have
when awake, that v/e can hardly give an account of the next
minute
And if the thoughts are very active in those that
dream, (who are as much asleep as others that do not dream ;
though the sleep may not be so refreshing as if it were otherwise,) I cannot see how this consequence can be inferred, that
sleep is inconsistent with thought. Moreover, a person who is
delirious, or distracted, undoubtedly thinks, though his thoughts
are disordered ; but v/hen the delirium or distraction is over,
he can no more remember what he thought of, than a person
that is waked out of the soundest sleep This argument therefore tends rather to amuse, or embarrass the cause they mainLain, than to give sufEcient conviction.
Now from this method of reasoning it is inferred, that when
the soul is separated from the body, it is altogether destitute of
the exercise of thought, which is what they mean by the soul's
sleeping And to give farther countenance to this matter, they
produce several scriptures, in which death is compared to a
sleep ; as when God speaks of the death of Moses, he says,
Behold^ thou shalt sleep with thy fathers^ Deut. xxxi. 26. and
Job speaks of sleeping^ in the dust^ Job vii. 21. And concerning the resurrection after death, he says, That man lieth down
and riseth not^ till the heavens be 7io more., they shall not awake
nor be raised out of their sleep., chap. xiv. 12. and David pray?,
Lighten mine eyes., lest J sleep the sleep of death, Psal. xiii. 3.
and our Saviour, speaking concerning Lazarus, v/hen dead,
:

:

:

:

says, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go that I may awake
him out of sleep., John xi. 11. which he afterwards explains, ver.
14. when he says, Lazarus is dead. There are several other

scriptures to the like purpose, they bring to prove that the soui
sleeps in death, taking the word in the literal sense thereof.
But to this it may be replied, that as to what respects the
possibility of the soul's being rendered incapable of ihinkins^,

separate from the body ; it is no just way of reasoning to
from the possibility of a thing, the actual being of it
Therefore if it could be proved to a demonstration, (as the author above-mention?d supposes he has done, though, I think.

when
infer
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without sufficient ground,) that sleep deprives a person of
thought ; yet it will not follow from hence, that the soul, when
separate from the body, ceases to think. When the powers and
faculties of the soul are deduced into act, experience tells us,
that they are greatly improved and strengthened ; and therefore
the exercise thereof cannot be so easily impeded as is pretended ; especially when we consider that it does not derive this
from the body, which contributes very little to those ideas it
has of things immaterial, which are not the objects of sense;
and how much soever bodily diseases may weaken or inteiTupt
the soul in its actings, we do not find that they so far destroy
those powers, but that, when the distemper ceases, the former
actings return, like the spi-ing of a watch, which may be stopped by something that hinders the motion of the wheels, which,
when it is removed, continues to give motion to them as it had
done before The body, at most, can be considered but as a
clog and impediment to the activity of the soul ; and consequently it may be argued from thence, that in a state of sepa^
ration the soul is so far from being impeded in its actings, that
it becomes more active than before.
:

But

that

which

I

would

principally insist on, as

what

will

account which we
have in many scriptures ; and several just consequences which
may be deduced from them, by which it will appear, that nothing that bas been said concerning the possibility of the soul's
being unactive, when separate from the body, can enervate the
force of the argument taken fiom thence to support the contrary doctrine. It is true, the scripture oftentimes represents
death as a sleeps as in the placea before-mentioned ; and it is
sometimes ^described as a state of rest, v/hich is of the same
import with sleep but this is explained as a state of peace,
holiness, and happiness, and not a cessation from action. Thus
sufficiently overthrov/ this doctrine, is, the

;

it is said. He shall enter into peace^ they shall rest in their bedsj
each one walking in his uprightness^ Isa. Ivii. 2. which is plainly meant of the death of the righteous, as appears from the
preceding verse, where it is said. The righteous perisheth^ and
no man laxjetk it to heart. Now these are said to enter into
peace ; which supposes that they are capable of the enjoyment
of those blessings which the soul shall then be possessed of, and
they are said to ivalk in their uprightness ; which signifies their
being active in what respects the glory of God, which is very
inconsistent with the soul's sleeping, when separate from the
body. Rest and sleep are metaphorical expressions, when applied to this doctrine ; and nothing is more common than for
such figurative ways of speaking to be used in the sacred writings ; and therefore it is very absurd for us to understand the
words othei-wise in this instance before us.
Vol.. III.
Ss
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We

wiil

now proceed to

consider those proofs

we have from
when sepa-

scripture, of the soul's being in a state of activity

rate

from the body.

first scripture that may be brought to prove this, is what
the apostle says in 2 Cor. xii. 2, 3, 4. when speaking concerning himself as caught up into the third heaven; and not knowing whether he was at the same time, in, or out of the body.
If he was in the body, his senses wer^ locked up, and he must
be supposed to have been in a trance ; which militates against
the supposition that the soul's power of acting may be impeded
either by sleep or some bodily disease, in which there is not
the exercise of the senses. Or if, on the other hand, he was
out of the body^ his hearing unspeakable words plainly proves
our argument, viz, that the soul is capable of action, and con-

The

sequently of enjoying the heavenly glftrj^, when separate from,
the body.
Moreover, this is evident from our Saviour's words to the
penitent thief on the cross. Verily I say unto thee, to day shalt
thou be with me in paradise^ Luke xxiii. 43. To be in paradise
is certainly to be in heaven in a state of compleat blessedness,
where the soul delights itself in the enjoyment of God, which
is altogether inconsistent with a state of insensibility. Were it
otherwise, it ought rather to have been said, thou shalt be with
xne in paradise after the resurrection of the body, than to day.
The method which some take to evade the force of the argument, who say, that to day^ refers not to the time of his being
admitted into heaven, but to the time when Christ spake these
v/ords, is so low and trifling, that it doth not deserve an answer.
There is another scripture which fully proves this doctrine,
namely, what the apostle says, / am in a strait betwixt two^
having a desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is far
better^ Phil. i. 23. In which he takes it for granted, that as soon
as he departed out of this world, he should be with Christ
which denotes that he should be in his immediate presence, beholding his glory ; which is inconsistent with the supposition
that the soul sleeps at death. And this is farther evident from
%vhat he says, that this is far better, which could not be said
to be, if the notion we are opposing were true ; for it is so much
better for a saint to be serving Christ's interest in this world,
and made so eminently useful in promoting his glory, as the
apostle was, than to be in a state of inactivity, wherein the soul
is not capable of doing any thing for him, nor enjoying any
thing from him, that there is no comparison between them ;
and whereas he was iti a strait which of these two he should
chuse, had it been referred to him, the matter might easily have
been determined in favour of his continuing in this world ; for
there hs was useful ; whereas, in the other, he would not only

^
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be useless, but incapable of enjoying those privileges which he
was made partaker of here.
next argument shall be taken from what is said in 2 Cor.
V. 8. IVe are confident^ ^ sai/y and willing- rather to be absent
from the bodij^ and to be present xvith the Lord ; where one infers the other, without any intimation of his waiting till the soul
is united again to the body, before he is admitted into Christ's

My

presence.

Again, this farther appears from the words of Solomon, in
Eccl. iv. 2. I praised the dead which are already dead^ more
than the living which are yet alive. By which we are to understand, that the state of believers, when they die, is much more
happy than it can be in this life ; which supposes that they are
capable of happiness, and consequently that the soul, when separated from the body, is notin a state of insensibility ; which
is altogether inconsistent with happiness.
And to all this we may add what our Saviour says in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus ; the beggar died^ and zvas
carried by angels into Abraham'' s bosom : The rich man also died

and was buried^ and in hell he lifted up his etfeSy being^ in tormentSy Luke xvi. 22, 23. In which parable we have an account
of the different state of the souls of the righteous and wicked
at death,

and not barely what shall follow upon the resurrecbody ; for when the rich man is represented as be

tion of the

ing in torments, he says, in a following part of the parable, /
have Jive brethren ; and he would have had Lazarus sent to
testify to themy lest they should also come into that place cf torment ; to which it is replied. They have 3Ioses and the prophets
let them hear them^ ver. 28, 29. which plainly intimates, that
the parable refers to the state of separate souls, before the resurrection, whilst others enjoyed the means of grace ; and consequently it proves that the soul, when separate from the body, is capable of happiness or misery ; and Vf^hich is more, is
fixed in one or the other of them.
As to those scriptures that speak of the happiness or misery
of men, as deferred to the end of the world. It is intimated in
the parable of the tares, that the angels shall come forth^ and
sever the wicked from the just^ Mat. xiii. 9. and the former are
said to be cast into a furnace offire ^ ver. 49, 50. and the latter,
viz. the righteous, to shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father^ rer. 43. which respects tlic dealings of God with
man, in the end of time. Moreover our Saviour speaks of his
people as blessed and recompensed at the resurrection of the just^
Luke xiv. 14. And the apostle Paul expresses his hope of a
croxvn of righteousness ^ which the Lord, the righteous, fudgc^
should give him at that day^ 2 Tim. iv. 8. that is, the day of
his coming to judgment ; and several other scriptures that speak

;
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of what is consequent to the resurrection. To this it may be replied, that these scriptures respect not the beginning, but consummation of the happiness of the saints, or their compleat blessedness in soul and body, which is not inconsistent with the
happiness that separate souls enjoy before the resurrection.
Nor is the misery that is consequent upon the resurrection, inconsistent with that which sinners endure before it, when their
souls are separate from their bodies. Thus concerning the happiness of the souls of believers at death ; which leads us to consider.

What

is farther observed in this answer, concerning the
waiting for the full redemption of the body ; which
though it continues under the dominion of death, is notwithstanding united to Christ ; and accordingly believers are said
to rest in their graves as in their beds, till the resurrection.
The souls of believers are described as waiting for the full
redemption of their bodies ; which is the same expression that
the apostle uses, Rom. viii. 23. where redemption denotes a full
discharge from that prison, or state of confmement in the grave
in which the body was rendered incapable of answering the end
for which it vv'as redeemed by Christ, and, at the same time,
the soul was destitute of that happiness which its re-union
therewith shall convey to it. Its enjoyments wxre all spiritual,
and, in their kind perfect j but yet it was naked, or, as the apostle expresses it unclothed ; inasmuch as it wanted that which
was designed to be a constituent part, necessary to compleat
the human nature ; without which it was indisposed for those
actions and enjoyments wliich arise from its union with the body. This it is said to wait for, as a desire of re-union therewith is natural to it. Nevertheless it waits without impatience,
or any diminution of its intellectual happiness.
(2.) As to what respects the bodies of believers, they are
said to continue united to Christ, which is the result of their
being redeemed by him, and of his condescending to dwell in
them by his Spirit. Accordingly his love extends itself to their
lower part, as well as to their souls j and, as the apostle says.
Nothing shall separate a believer from his love^ no, 7iot death
itself ver. 38, 39. upon which account they are said to sleep in
yesuSy 1 Thes. iv. 14, or to die in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 14.
They are indeed buried in the grave, and seem to lie neglected
like common dust nevertheless it is said, Preciotis in the sight
of the Lord is the death of his saints , Psal. cxvi. 15. Christ
reckons every particle of their dust among his jewels ^ Mai. iii.
17. and is no more ashamed to ov/n them as his peculiar care,
than he was w^hen they were in their most flourishing state in
this world ; and for this reason they are also said to rest in their
graves as in their beds. This is a scripture-expression, as the

2.

soul's
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Psalmist says, My fiesh shall rest in hope^ Psal. xvi. 9. and the
prophet Isaiah, He shall enter into peace, they shall rest in their
beds, Isa. Ivii. 2. The body, indeed, remains, at the same time,
under the external part of the curse due to man for sin ; yet it
freed from that which is the most bitter ingredient therein ;
will be abundantly demonstrated when death shall be
compleatly swallowed up in victory. In this the bodies of believers have the advantage of all others. The frame of nature
indeed is dissolved; there is no visible mark of distinction from
the wicked put upon them in the grave ; yet there is a vast difference in God's account, which one elegantly compares to the
removing of the tabernacle in the M'ilderness when the Israelites changed their stations, all the parts thereof were carefully
taken down and delivered to the Levites' charge, in order to
its being raised again with honour; whereas, the house incurably infected with the leprosy, was plucked down with violence, and thrown into an unclean place with execration. The
bodies of the saints are committed to the bosom of the earth, as
the repository Christ has appointed for them ; from whence he
will call them forth at last, when their souls shall be again united to them In the glorious morning of the resurrection. This
leads us to consider,
III. The misery which the souls of the wicked endure at
death, which is contained in the latter part of this answer.
have here a different scene opened, the final estate of the
wicked described in words adapted to strike dread and terror
into those who have, at present, no sense of their future mise-"
ry their souls are considered as cast into, or shut up in hell
their bodies imprisoned in the grave, and both, the objects of
shall have occasion, under a following andivine wrath.
swer,* farther to speak concerning the punishment that shall
is

which

:

We
:
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be inflicted on sinners, whose torments shall be inexpressiblie,
both in body and soul, after the day of judgment: and therefore we shall, at present, consider the misery which the souls
of the wicked shall undergo before they are united to their bodies. The soul, which carries out of the world with it the power
of reflecting on itself as happy or miserable, immediately sees
itself separate from the comfortable presence of God, the fountain of blessedness. And that which tends to enhance its misery beyond what it is capable of in this life, will be the enlargement of its faculties ; as the apprehension shall be more clear
and its sensation of the wrath of God more pungent; when it
is not oppressed with that drowsiness and stupidity as it was
before ; nor will it be possible for it to delude itself, with those
vain hopes, which it once conceived, of escaping that misery,
which it is now plunged into ; when all the waves and billows
* Que^i. Ixxxix.
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of the Almighty shall overwhelm and swallow it up. The soul
a peculiar manner, the subject of misery, as it is made
uneasy by its own thoughts ; which are compared to the worm
that dieth not. While it looks backwards, and calls to mind the
actions of his past life, and all his sins are charged upon him,
this fills it with such a sense of guilt and confusion as is inexand when he looks forward, there is nor
pressibly tormenting
thing but what administers despair, which increases his misery
to the highest degree. These torments the soul endures before
it is reunited to the body, and thereby rendered receptive of
others, which we generally call the punishment of sense, that
are conveyed by it.
The place of punishment is the same that is allotted for soul
and body, viz, hell ; and this is called utter darkness ; which is
an expression used to signify the greatest degree of misery.
As for their bodies, they dread the thoughts of being united to
them again ; inasmuch as that will bring with it new accessions
of torment. These are considered as liable to a double dishonour ; not only that which arises from their being in a state
of corruption in common with all mankind; but in their being
detained in the grave, as prisoners to the justice of God, from
whence they shall not be released as persons acquitted or discharged, but remanded from that prison to another, from
whence there is no deliverance. But more of this under a follov/ins answer.
is, in

;

Quest.

LXXXVII. What

are xve

to believe

concerniJig the

resurrection ?

Answ.

We

are to believe, that at the last day there shall be a
general resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust;
when they that are then found alive, shall, in a moment, be
changed; and the self-same bodies of the dead which were
laid in the grave, being then again united to their souls for
ever, shall be raised up by the power of Christ ; the bodies
of the just, by the Spirit of Christ, and by virtue of his resurrection, as their head, shall be raised in power, spiritual,
incorruptible, and made like to his glorious body ; and the

bodies of the wicked shall be raised up in dishonour, by him,
as an offended Judge.

answers, we have considered
INbody foregoing
body turned
separated by

the soul and
to corruption,
death, the
and the soul immediately entering into a state of happiness or
misery ; and are now led to insist on the doctrine of the resurthe

as
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these two constituent parts of man shall be reaccordingly we shall endeavour,
I. To explain what we are to understand by the resurrection
of the dead.
shall prove that there is nothing in this doctrine conII.
trary to reason, at least, if we consider it as a supernatural and
rectlon,

when

united.

And

We

divine work.

We

III.
shall farther observe, that this doctrine could not
be known by the light of nature ; and therefore we believe it
as founded in divine revelation.
IV. What arguments are contained in scripture for the proof
thereof; some of which might be taken from the Old Testament, and others from the New, in which it is more clearly

revealed.

V.

We

shall

brought against

We

answer some of the most material objections
it.

VI.
shall consider it as universal, as it is here styled a
general resurrection of the dead, from the beginning of time to
Christ's second coming ; yet with this exception, that they who
are found alive shall be changed. And,
VII. The condition in which the body shall be raised ; and
those circumstances of honour and glory, which respect, more
especially, the resurrection of the just. And, on the other hand,
we shall consider the resurrection of the wicked, as being in
dishonour, by Christ, as an offended Judge.
I. What are we to understand by the resurrection of the
sometimes find the word taken, in scripture, in a
dead.
metaphorical sense, for God's doing those things for his church,
which could not be brought about any otherwise than by his
extraordinary and supernatural power. Sometimes the work of
regeneration is set forth by this figurative way of speaking;
whereby they who are dead in trespasses and sins, are said to
be quickened ; and our Saviour speaks of this when he says,
The hour is coming^^ and noxv isy rvhen the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live, John v.
25. But we are to understand it in a proper sense, as denoting
that change which shall pass upon the body, when it shall be
delivered from the state of corruption, into which it was
brought at death, and reunited to the soul ; which is distinguished in a following verse, ftom this metaphorical sense of
it, when he says, All that are in the g-raves shall hear his voice^
and shall come forth, theij that have done good unto the resurrection of life ^ and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of
damnation, ver. 28. This includes in it not barely the repairing,
but the rebuilding the frame of nature ; which was not only decayed, but dissolved in death ; or the gathering together those
particles of matter, of which the body M'as before constituted;

We

;

33g
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which was not only turned into corruption, but common dust ?
whereby a new body, as to the form and qualities thereof, is
erected out of its old materials ; otherwise it could not be called
a resurrection. It is said, indeed, that the body shall not, in all
respects, be the same that it was when separated from the soul
as the apostle compares i^ to a grain of xuheat sown in the
ground, which, when it springs up, is not altogether the same
as it was before ; for God giveth it a bodij^ {a) as it hath pleased
him^ and to every seed his own bodij^ 1 Cor. xv. 37, 38. It is the
same for substance, as it consists of the same inaterials, but
very different as to its qualities ; as will be farther considered,
when we speak concerning the condition of the body when
raised from the dead ; and as it is raised with a design that it
should be re-united to the soul, which will immediately follow
upon it ; and this union shall be indissoluble and eternal.
II.
shall now consider that there is nothing contrary to
reason, or impossible, from the nature of the thing, which might
have a tendency to overthrow this doctrine ; especially if we
consider it as a supernatural and divine work, brought about
by the almighty power of God.
If we look no farther than the power of natural causes, we.
may conclude it to be impossible for a creature to effect, as
much as it was at first to produce the body of man out of the
He
dust of the ground ; but this is not impossible with God
that gave life and being to all things ; and, by his sovereign
will, puts a period to that life, which had been, for some time
continued by his power and providence, can give a new life to
it ; especially if there be nothing in this work that renders it

We

:

unmeet for it
That there

performed by him.
nothing in the nature of the thing that renders
a resurrection impossible, appears, in that death, though it be
a dissolution of the frame of nature, does not annihilate the
to be

is

(n)
By affirming, that the grain produced from the seed sown, is not the
very body which is sown, the apostle I think insinuates, that the body to be
raised is not numerically the same with the body deposited at death, but something of the same kind formed by the energy of God. Having such an example
of the divine power before our eye-, vve cannot think the reproduction of the body
impossible, though its parts be utterly dissipated. Farther, although the very
numerical body is not raised, yet the body is truly raised, because what i:^ raised,
being united to the soul, there will arise in the man thus completed, a consciousness of his identity, by which he will be sensible of the justice of the retribution
which is made to him for his deeds. Besides, this new body, will more ilvm supply the place of tlie old, by serving every purpose necessary to the perfection and
happiness of the man in his new state. According to this view of the subject,
the objection taken from the scattering of the particles of the body that dies, has
Co place because it does not seem necessarj^, that the body to be raised, should
be composed of them. For the scripture no wliere affirms, that the same numeriC«l body is to be raised. What it teaches is^ that the dead shall be raised."
Da. .MAi;s:::ilcmT.
•'*

;

.

:
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body. If the body, indeed, were annihilated at death, then it
would be impossible, or contrary to the nature of things, that
there should be a resurrection thereof; since the bringing it
again into a state of existence would be a new creation ; which,
though it would not be too great a work for omnipotency, yet
it could not be styled a resurrection, or restoring the same body
to life that was separated from the soul, to which it was once
united. But when we suppose that the matter of which the body consisted is still in being, and nothing is necessary to the
raising it from the dead but the recollecting the various particles thereof, and forming it again into a body, fitted to receive
the soul this is not in its own nature impossible ; nor docs it
infer a contradiction, so as that wc should argue from thence,
that it cannot be brought about by divine power.
That this may more fully appear, let it be considered, that
nothing which God has brought into being, can be annihilated,
but by an act of his will ; since nothing can defeat or disannul
liis providence, which upholdeth all things that were brought
into being by the word of his power. It is also certain, that God
has given us no ground to conclude that any part of his material creation has been, or shall be turned into nothing; from
whence it follows, that the particles of all the bodies of men,
that once lived in this world, though tm-ned to corruption or
dust, are as much in being as ever they were, though not in
the same form.
Again, it is certain that God, who made and upholdeth all
things, has a perfect knowledge of that which is the object of
his power, since his understanding is infinite
therefore he
knows where the scattered dust, or the smallest particles of
matter that once constituted the bodies of men, are reserved
and when we speak of a resurrection from the dead, we understand hereby the gathering them together, and disposing
them in such a way as that new bodies shall be framed out of
them therefore, though this could not be done by any but
God, it is not impossible, from the nature of the thing, for him
to do it; and that he v.ill do it will be considered, wl\en we
come more directly to the proof of this doctrine.
shall
therefore proceed,
III. To consider it as a matter of pure revelation, such as
we could not have known by the light of nature, without the
assistance of scripture-light. Something, indeed, might be
known by reason concerning the immortality of the soul, and
its being not only capable of happiness or misery in a future
state, but dealt with therein according to its behaviour in this
world nevertheless, when we enquire into that part, which
the body shall bear therein ; whether it shall be raised and reunited to the soul, to be for ever a partner with it in what re:

:

:

We

:

Vol.

III.

T

t

:
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spects

a

Its

state in another world, or shall

state of corruption

;

this cannot

be

remain for ever in
the light of

known by

nature.

There are, indeed, many things which we find in the writings
of the Heathen, that discover them to have had some notion of
what bears a resemblance to a resurrection as when they speak
concerning the transmigration of souls, or their living in other
bodies, when separated from those which they formerly were
united to. And others of them speak concerning the general
conflagration, and the restoration of all things, immediately after, to their former state, as well as give some hints which are
contained in their writings, concerning particular persons that
have been raised from the dead, at least, pretended to have
been so. What we find of this nature therein, very much resembles the fabulous account we have in the Popish legends of
miracles, said to have been wrought, though without proof
thus we are told of one Aristeas, the Proconnesian, who had
a power of expiring and returning to life at pleasure, and relating what he had seen in a separate state.* The same is reported of one Hermotimus of Clazomena.f But the most famous story of this kind, is what is related by Plato, and transcribed from him by Eusebius,§ concerning one Er, the son of
Armenius ; who, after he was slain in battle, and had continued
ten days among other dead bodies, was brought home to his
house ; and two days after, being laid on his funeral pile, came
to life again : this Plato, while he is relating it, calls little betAnd it was treated by others with ridicule,
ter than a fable.
how much soever believed by some who regarded reports more
than solid evidence of the truth thereof.
I might also mention others, who are said, by Heathen writers to have been translated into heaven in their bodies and
:

:f:

||

*

This

is

reported in a ve)'y fabulous manner,

idle tale by Plimj, -who mentions it

among

and is reckoned vo more than an

other stories of

the, like Jiattire.

Vid.

JPli:;.

Lib. vii. Cap. lii. Animam ^ristcei etiam visam evolentem ex ore, in Proconneso, corvi efftgie, magna qii(£ sequittir fabidositate. This is also mentioned as a
Origen. Vid. Origin. Lib iii. Contr. Cels.
fable
f Vid. Plin. J\rat. Hist. Cap. lii. Reperimns inter exempla Hermotimi Clazomerr.i
animam relicto corpore, errare aolitam, vaga?ng ; e loginquo mnlta anminciare. qv.£
nisi a prcesenti nosci non possent but by thefoUo-wi7ig words he speaks of him as not
J\rat. Hist.

%

;

dead, but in a kind oydeliquium
corpora iiiterim ctmianimi ; but yet it -was given
out by many, that he died and rose again very often. This Lucian himself laughs at
as a foolish tale. Vid. Lucian. Etic. J^Iusc.
Vid. Plat, de Hepub. Lib. x.
§ Vid. Euseb. Praparat. Evang. Lib. si. Cap. xxsv. It is mentioned by Plu~
tarch, Symp. Lib. ix. Cap. v.
H JUacrobius speaking concerning it, in Somn. Scip. Lib. 1. Cap. 1. represents Cicero as being under a great concern, that this story of Er rvas ridiculed, by many
who did not stick to say. Visum fuisse Erem, vitam effundere, animamq ; recipere,
guam revera non amiserat. See mere to (his purpose in JIuct. Dsr.oJist. Ezvn^.
;

if-

Prop,

ix.

Cap.

cslii.
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souls * : Which might take its first rise from what they had received by tradition, concerning the translation of Enoch and
Elijah ; as the stories of those that were raised from the dead
might be first invented by them with this view, that their religion might have as great reputation as that of the Jews.
But notwithstanding these particular instances related by
them, of some translated, or others raised from the dead; there
were very few of them that believed the doctrine of the resurrection ; and some treated it with as much contempt as we do
the before-mentioned account which they give of particular
persons raised from the dead f. This agre<is very well with
what we read in scripture, concerning the treatment the apostle Paul met with, when he encountered the Epicureans and
Stoicks at Athens, preaching to them yesus and the resurrection^ Acts xvii. 18. upon which occasion they call him babbler ;
and insinuated that he seemed to be a setter forth of strange
gods. Oecumenius and Chrysostom think, that they supposed
he reckoned the resurrection among the gods \^ as well as yesus^ whose divinity he doubtless maintained ; but whether they
were so stupid as thus to wrest his words, is not material. It
IS no wonder to find the Epicureans treating this doctrine with
ridicule ; for they, denying the immortality of the soul, could
not entertain the least idea of the resurrection of the body in
any sense : Whereas the Stoicks, though they did not own the
doctrine of the resurrection, yet they could not think it ao
strange a doctrine as some others might do ; since they held
that the soul, after death, continued at least, as long as the
body ; and they knew very well, that many of the philosophers
strenuously maintained the transmigration of souls ; and, indeed, this was held by many of them, as well as the Platonists
and Pythagoreans ; and therefore the resurrection, though it
differed from it, could not seem so strange and unheard of a
• See a late learned -writer, Hodii en the rcsurrecticn of the samebodv ; ii'fio re
to several places in Heathen tiTiters, of -whom some beliei<ed it ; others exposedit

jcrs

asfiibvloua,

Pag: 13

— 16.

^ T/nis Pliny, who a

little before related several stories of persons raisedfrom the
dead, notiuithstandinff calls the doctrine of the resurrection, puerile delinimeiitum.
Vid. Ejnsd. JVat. Hist. Lib. vii. Cap. Iv. and elsctvhere he •^peafcs of it as a thing in
iti cr.'unature impossible ; and therefore concludes it to be one of those things -oldch
God cannot do. Lib. ii. Cap. vii. J\> Denm qnidem posse omnia, nee mortales <cfcrnitate donare, out revocare defunctos.
And Jtfinvtitis Felix. Vid. Ejusd. Octav.
Cap. xi. brings in an Heathen, luho was his friend, railinj at it, ruithont any decency,
cs though it vas no better than an old n'ives fable ; end the principal argument fte produces, is, because he supposes it impossiblefot a body that luas burnt to ashes, to spring
tip into life again. And Celsiis, speaking concerning the impossibility ofGod^s doing
any thing contrary to nature, reckons this among those things. Vid. Orig. Contr.
Cels. Lib. v. Page 240. and says, the hope hereof is more icorthy ofivorms than mem
and styles ii an abominable, n:; Ttll as an impos'^ible thing, wAjcA God neither car,

".or will do.

OF THE Resurrection.

332

notion, as that they should reckon it among the gods : However, it plainly appears from hence that this doctrine could not
bs learned by the light of nature; whatever confused ideas the

Heathen might have entertained by tradition, concerning it.
Therefore it follows from hence, that we must look for a satisfactory account hereof from scripture Thus when the Sad:

ducees put a stupid question to our Saviour concerning the
woman that had seven husbands^ which successively died; and
they would know whose wife she should be in the resurrection;
by which they designed to express their opposition to this doctrine, rather than a desire of information as to the question
:
Our Saviour in his reply to them refers them to the
scriptures^ Matt, xxii 29. as the fountain from whence a clear
and satisfactory knowledge of this doctrine is to be derived as

proposed

well as from the poxver of God. This divine perfection argues
the possibility thereof, the justice and goodness of God, its expediency ; but the scriptures, which contain a revelation of his
will, represent it as certain ; and this leads us to consider some
arguments that are contained in, or deduced from scripture for
the proof thereof ; and here we shall consider,
1. Those proofs which we have for it, taken from the Old
Testament. These I chuse first to insist on, because I am
sensible there are many who think, that the church knew nothing of it, till it was revealed, by our Saviour, in the New
Testament : This very much detracts from the importance of
the doctrine, as well as renders the state of those who lived before Christ's incarnation, very uncomfortable, since the saints,
according to this opinion, must have had no hope of a glorious
resurrection to eternal life. This notion is defended by many
who extend the darkness of the dispensation farther than what
is convenient; and among others, it is generally maintained by
the Socinians, probably with this design, that since according
to them, our Saviour had little else in view, in coming into the
world, but to lead men into the knowledge of some things
which they v.^ere ignorant of before ; this might be reckoned
one of those doctrines that he came to communicate. Thus
Volkelius denies that there were any promises of eternal life
made to the church under the Old Testament ; and concludes
that there was no one who had the least surmise that any such
doctrine was contained in those scriptures which we commonly bring from thence to prove it *.
And to give countenance
* Vid. Volkel. de vera relig. Lib. iii. Cap. xi. Jlpparet promissionem vita sempiiernx in prisco illo Joedere factam minime fiiisse. And in a following part of this
chapter, wherein he professedly treats on this subject, he adds; Qme apertis hiculenverbis ut in nova scriptura fieri videamus, hoc Dei beneficium nobis polJBx quorum mimere, hoc de quo agimns, nequaqitayn esse hinc patet, quod
atitequam Christiis illiid explicaret, nemo iinquam extitit, qui vet mspicari auderet,
tissimisq

;

liceantur.
tale

quid illo comprehendi.
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to this opinion, several quotations are often taken from Jewish
writers, since our Saviour's time, who either speak doubtfully
of this matter, or give occasion to think that they did not un-

derstand those scriptures which establish the doctrine of the resurrection in the Old Testament, as having any reference to it.
Therefore it may not be amiss for us to enquire ; what were
the sentiments of some of the Jews about this matter ? Every
one knows that there was one sect amongst them, namely, the
Sadducees, who distinguished themselves from others by denying it And Josephus gives the largest account of any one,
concerning another sect^ to wit, the Essens, who affected to
lead a recluse life, in their respective colleges, and were govAmong other things
erned by laws peculiar to themselves
which he relates concerning their conduct and sentiments, he
r.ays, that it was an opinion established among them, that the
bodies of men were corruptible, and the matter of which they
were compounded, not perpetual ; though the soul remained
for ever And then he represents them as speaking, according
to the Pythagorean and Platonick way, concerning the body's
being the prison of the soul, and its remaining when released
from it, and of the soul's dwelling in a pleasant place, and enjoying many things that tend to make it happy, &c. *. Nevertheless, his account of them is so short, and the expression
on which the whole stress of this supposition is founded, a little
ambiguous, namely, that the bodies of men are corruptible, and
their matter not perpetual, which may be understood as agreeing with the common faith concerning man's mortality, and the
body's turning to corruption, and not remaining in the same
state in which it was ; that it seems to leave the matter doubtful, whether they asserted or denied the resurrection.
It is
also supposed, that Philo denied this doctrine from several passages observed in his writings, which a late learned writer takes
notice of f ; but this is only the opinion of a single person, who,
according to his general character, seems to be halting between
two opinions, to v/it, the doctrine of Moses, and the philosophy of Plato ; and therefore I take his sentiments, about this,
to be nothing else but an affection of thinking or speaking agreeably to the Platonic philosophy, which had probably given
such a tincture to his notions, that he might deny the resurrection.
And if the Essens, before- mentioned, should be allowed
to have denied it, they received it from their attachment to the
same, or, at least, the Pythagorean philosophy But we cannot from hence conclude that the doctrine of the resurrection
was denied by tlie main body of the Jews, or the greatest part
:

:

:

:

• Vid. Joseph, de Bell. Jud. Lib.
<fyiplci /Ltfynvii

tit,

ruiAuJu, KUI

ii.

Cap.

vli.

riiv vXiiy cu /ucvlfjiov

'Kai

dvloK,

yap tfewjm

&c.

f See Dr. Hadij on the resurrection, &c. Fage 56—59.

Trtif

avlut

tuff

"

^f*

;
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of them ; or by any, excepting those who were led out of the
way, by the writings of the philosophers
Which gave occasion to the apostle Paul to warn the church to kexvare ofphilosophy and vain deceit^ after the traditio7i of men^ after the rudiments of the tvorldy and not after Christy Col. ii. 8. as foreseeing that some of them, in after-ages, would, in many respect's,
corrupt the doctrines of the gospel, by accommodating them to,
or explaining them by what they found in the writings of the
Heathen philosophers, as Origen, Justin Martj^r, and some
others did ; and he seems to take the hint from what had been
before observed relating to the corruption of the Jewish yai?/j,
by those who were attached to them. Thus concerning the
opinion of those Jews, who are supposed to deny the doctrine
of the resurrection.
:

On the other hand, there are several Rabbinical writers,
w^ho sufficiently intimate their belief of this doctrine ; though
it is true, some of them infer it from such prem.ises, as discover great weakness in their method of reasoning. Thus the
learned bishop Pearson observes, that they produce several places out of Moses's writings, which when the resurrection is
believed, may, in some kind, serve to illustrate it, but can, in
no degree, be thought to reveal so great a mystery *. And
Dr. Lightfoot produces other proofs, which they bring for this
doctrine, as little to the purpose |, of which all the use that can
be made is, that we may from hence observe, that they believ
ed the doctrine we are maintaining, to be contained in scripWhether they were able to defend it by shewing the
ture.
force of those arguments on which it is founded therein or no,
*

See Bis flop Pearson on the Creed, Jlriic. 11. 7uho observes, from their writings,
the formation of man, mentioned in Gen. ii. 7. Moses uses the -word
and in the formation of beasts, verse 19. the word y^i^ the former having
•^ifi^.l
that because,

m

bnt one : Therefore the beasts are made but once, but mmi tivice
once in his generation, and the second time in his resurrection, ^nd they
sfranp-ehi apprehend a proof of the resurrection to be contained in the malediction.
Gen. iii. 19. Dust thou art, and unto dust tliou shalt return, q. d. thou art nozo
dust luhile thou livest ; and, after death, thou shalt return unto this dust, that if:,
thou shalt live again, as thou, dost no-zv : Jind those loordsin Exod. xv. 1. then sang
Moses and tli-2 children of Israel they render he shall sing, viz. after the resurrectio7i in the life to corie, and from thence infer this doctrine, -which coidd afford but
'uerij rrnall satisfaction to the Sudducees, tvhile they omitted to insist on other pregttoo jods, the latter
to toit,

;

nant proofs tJiereof.
f See Vol II. Heb. and Talmud. Exercit. on John iv. 25. -zuherein he says, that
they pretend to proz-e it from Detrt. xxxi. 16. ivhere God says to Moses, Thou shalt
sleep with thy fatiiers, and rise again -which isaji addition to, as -zoell as a perversion' of the text ; -.mich says, the people shall rise up and go a whoring, &c. and
Page 541, and TB". he represents them as proving it from Josh, vili 30. -where it is
said, that Joshua built an altar unto the Lord -zohich they translate, he shall build
an altar ; svppos-lng this to be after the resvrrectioyi : And from Psal. Ixxxiv. 4.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, they will be still pr^iislng thee, they
See many other ab.suppose is meant of their praising God after the resurrection.
-vr' Tn-'*hod: ofrrarnnin^ to the same purpose, referred to by him in tks same, place.
;

;

'
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design in referring to

their writings being to prove that this doctrine was embraced
by the Jews, in the ages before, as well as since our Saviour's

time.
It is true, the Talmud, and other writings, which are
generally quoted for the proof of it, are of later date, and the
most ancient of the Chaldee paraphrases now extant, is supposed to have been written about that time, or, at least, but little
before it : And there are no uninspired writings, relating to the
Jewish affairs, more ancient, except those which we generally
call Apocryphal ; which most suppose to have been written about 150 years before the Christian i£ra. And it is very evident, that about that time the doctrine of the resurrection was
believed by the Jewish church ; as the author of the book of
Maccabees, in the history of the martyrdom of the seven brethren in the reign of Antiochus *, represents some of them in the
agonies of death, as expressing the firm belief they had of a
resurrection to eternal life ; their mother, in the mean while,
encouraging them from the same consideration. These, as it
is more than probable, the apostle includes in the number of
those noble Old Testament worthies who were tortured^ not
accepting- deliverance, that they anight obtain a better resurrection, Heb. xi. Q>5. which is an undeniable evidence that the
church at that time believed the doctrine of the resurrection.
All that I shall add under this head is, that how weak soevfer the reasoning of some Jewish writers, concerning this subject, has been, there are others who give substantial proofs
from the Old Testament ; which not only argues that they believed it, but that their belief proceeded from a just conviction
of the truth thereof. And they give the same sense of some
of those scriptures which are generally produced for the proof
hereof, as we do f.
The first scripture that we shall take notice of, is what contains the vision mentioned in Ezek. xxxvii. 1, £s? sc^. concerning the valley rvhich xuas full of bones, which were very dry :

Upon which

occasion

God

says,

Son of many Can these

bo7ies

• Macab. vii. 9, 11, 14, 23, 29.
f Thus Josephus Jacchiades, referred to by Witdusin St/mb. Exercit. xxvi. § 41.
in exp'ainivg that famous text m Daniel xii. 2- sai/s, Et tiincftt mirncidum resurrectioms mortuorum : J^am midti dormientium in terra pulverulenta expcrgiscentur^
hi ad vitam letemarn, qui sutU sancti ; illiveroad opprobria & detestationem aterTiavi : qxd sunt iinfiii.
Quorum resiwrectioiiis causa cct, nt impiifateaiitur palan:,
suam fidem essefatsam, (J eos qui ipsisfdem habuerint, prosecutos finsse vanitateni

Me

atque evanuisse, ipsiqxte affnoscant suos majores fahltatem possedisse. And
nasseh Ben Israel, de liesurr. mort. Lib. ii. Cap. viii. proves it from the same scripture.
Jilofe to the same purpose may be seen in T)r. Hody on the resurrection. Page
72. l^ seq. -who quotes several of t fie Talmudical -writers, as signifying their belief of
tills doctrine ; and especially Pocock in Maimon.
Port. Mof Cap. \\. -who produces a multitude of quotations to the same purpose ; in -which some assert this doctrine
without proof, others establish it by solid arguments, and some mix a great manyadsurdnctions --Mth it, -ivhich-we shall, at present, past ovtr.
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Lord God, thou knoxvest. And aflive P to which he replies,
terwards we read of God's laying sinezvs, and bringing iipjiesh
upon them, covering them xvith skin, and putting breath into
them ; and their being hereupon restored to life. I am sensible that they who are on the other side of the question, pretend
that this is no proof of a resurrection; because the design thereof was to illustrate and make way for the prediction mentioned in the following verses, concerning the deliverance of God's
people from the Babylonish captivity
But that which seems
to have its weight with me is, that God would never have
made use of a similitude to lead them into this doctrine, taken
from a thing which they had no manner of idea of But if we
suppose that they believed that there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, agreeable to the literal sense of the words here made
use of to illustrate it, then the argument taken from thence
as plain and easy, q. d. as certainly as you have ground to believe that the dead shall be raised at the last day (which though
it could not be brought about by any natural means, yet it shall
be eiFected by the power of God ;) so your deliverance, hovr
tmlikely soever it may appear to those who look no farther than
second causes, shall come to pass by God's extraordinary power and providence, which will be as life from the dead.
And whereas it is farther objected, that when God asked the
prophet, whether these dry bones could live ? He seemr lo be
in doubt about it ; which argues that he had no idea of the resurrection of the dead. To this it may be replied, that his doubt
respected an event that should immediately ensue ; he knev/
that God could put life into these bones j but whether he would
do it now or no, he could not tell Therefore it does not contain any disbelief of the doctrine of the resurrection at the last
day ; and, indeed, this scripture, how little soever it may seem
to some to make for the doctrine we are maintaining, is alleged by others, as an undeniable proof of it. Tertullian expressly
says, that this would have been a very insignificant vision, if
this doctrine were not true *. And Jerome speaks to the same
purpose, supposing that God would never illustrate any truth
which they were in doubt of, by a similitude taken from an incredible fiction f . And Menasseh Ben Israel, a learned Jew,
supposes this text to be an express and infallible proof of the
resurrection ; which plainly argues that he thought the Jews,
in former ages, were convinced of this doctrine thereby \»
:

:

:

* Vid. Teriull. de Resurrect. Carn. Cap. xxx. JVgji posset fie ossibusfgura comsi non id ipsitjn,
ossibus eventurum esset.
Vid. Hievon. in JEzeh. xxxvii. jVuriquam poneretur similitudo resurrectionis, ad
restitutionem Israelitici populi significa7idam,msistaret ipsa restirrectitio,
futlira
crederetur ; quia r.emo de rebus 7ion extantibiis incerta confirmat.
t Vid. Menasseh Ben Isr. Lib. 1. de Resurrect. Cap. 'u.\ 4. Sic textus expressttc

&

poni,
•j-

&

fsf.

&

i;>fallibilis

quo sine o?nni

dtibio resxirrectio

probatur.
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But supposing this scripture be not reckoned sufficient to
evince the truth of this doctrine, there is another which has
more weight in it, viz. that in Job xix. 25 27. I knoix) that
mij Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day
upon the earth : And though^ after my skhi^ worms destroy this
body^ yet in viy flesh shall I see God : Whom I shall see for my^
self and mine eyes shall behold, and not anothery though my
reins be consumed within me. Job, as is generally supposed,
lived in Moses' time ; therefore, if it can be made appear that
he professes his faith in the doctrine of the resurrection, we
may conclude that the church was acquainted with it in the
early ages thereof; and nothing seems more evident, from the
plain sense of the words, than that he here professes his faith
in, and encourages himself from the hope of future blessedness,
both in soul and body, at Christ's second coming in the last day.
It is with a great deal of difficulty that they who deny this
doctrine, are obliged to account for the sense of this text, so as
to evade the force of the argument taken from thence to prove
it.
These suppose that Job intends nothing hereby but a firm
persuasion which he had, that he should be recovered from that
state of misery in which he .then was, which not only affected
his mind, but his body, as it was smitten with sore boils, from
the sole of his foot unto his crown. Job ii. 7. his flesh being clothed xvith xvorms, and his skin broken and become loathso7ne,
chap. vii. 5. and accordingly he says, I shall be redeemed from
this affliction, and brought into a happy state before I die ; and
so they suppose that the words are to be taken in a metaphorical sense; and therefore do not prove the doctrine of the resurrection. But this will appear to oe a very great perversion
of the sense of this text, if we consider,
1. In how solemn a manner he brings it in, in the verses
immediately foregoing. Oh that my words were now zvritten /
Oh that they were printed in a book I that they were graven
xvith an iron pen and lead, in the rock for ever
Which seems

—

.'

to import that he

had something

to

communicate, that was of

moment than the account of his deliverance from
the afflictions he was under in this world. Therefore it seems
more agreeable to understand the sense of the words, as denoting that great and important truth, in which all believers
are concerned, relating to Christ's second coming, and the happiness that his saints shall then enjoy in soul and body ; this
deserves to be writ with a pen of iron, that it may be transmitted to all generations. But,
2. It is evident that he is here speaking of something that
should be done, not whilst he lived, but in the end of time ; for
he considers his Redeemer, as standing in the latter day upon
the earth. The person whom he here speaks of as his Redccrafar greater

Voi.

III.

U

a

;
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our Saviour,

who

frequently described, both
that character
And,
if at any time God the Father is called the Redeemer of his
people, it may farther be observed that he is never said in redeeming them to make himself visible to their bodily eyes, or
to stand upon the earth, much less to do this in the latter or
last day, in which Christ is said to come again in a visible manner, to raise the dead and judge the world
And this Job intends when he says. In mij jiesh shall I see God^ whom I shall
see for myself and 7nine eyes shall behold^ and not another.
3. It is evident also that he intends hereby something that
should befal him after his death, and not barely a deliverance
from his present misery in this world ; for he speaks of his
skin or body as devoured by tuorms, and his reins consumed
ivithin him ; which can intend no other than a state of corruption in death.
er, is, doubtless,

in the

is

Old and New-Testament, under

:

:

4. It does not appear that Job had any intimation concerning the change of his condition in this world, before God turned his captivity, having first made him sensible of his error, in
uttering- that which he understood not^ when he testified his reconciliation to his friends, notwithstanding the injuries he had
received from them, by praying for them, chap. xlii. 3, 10.
And, indeed, he was so far from expecting happiness in this
life, that he says. Mine eye shall no more see good, viz. in this
world, chap. vii. 7. and hereupon he takes occasion to meditate on his own mortality in the following words ; The eye of
him that hath seen me shall see me no more ; thine eyes are upthat thou
on me, and I am not : And after this he prays,
7vouldst hide me in the grave, chz'^. xiv. 13. &c. And immediately before he speaks of his Redeemer as living, and the deliverance which he should obtain in the latter day, in the text
under our present consideration, he earnestly desires the compassion of his friends : Have pity upon vie, have pity upon me^
O ye my friends ; for the hand of God hath touched me; which
does not well agree with the least expectation of a state of happiness in this world ; in which case he would not need their
pity ; he might only have convinced them of the truth thereof,
and it would have given a turn to their behaviour towards him
for we find, that, when God blessed his latter end more than
his beginning, every one was as ready to comfort him concerning the evil that the Lord had brought upon him, and shew
their very great respect to him, by offering him presents, as
any were before to reproach him. Therefore upon the whole,
it is very evident that Job is not speaking concerning his deliverance from his present evils in this world, but of a perfect
deliverance from all evil in the great day of the resurrection :
Accordingly we must conclude, that the doctrine of the resur-
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and indeed, Jerome
more plainly maintained the doctrine of the resurrection than Job docs in this
lection

plainly asserted in this scripture

is

no one who wrote

says, that

;

after Christ has

who

lived before him *.
another scripture, by which, if I do not mistake the
sense thereof, Job appears to have had a steady faith in the
doctrine of the resurrection, and was firmly persuaded concerning his happiness, when raised from the dead, namely, in chap,
1 that thou xvouldst hide me
xiv. 13, 14, 15. in which he says,
in the gi-avc^ that thou xvouldst keep me secret until thy xvrath be
past ; that is, till a full end is put to all the afflictive providences
which men are liable to in this present world, namely, till the
day of Christ's second coming ; or, that thou xvouldst appoint
me a set time^ and remember me ; namely, that thou wouldst deliver me from the evils which I now endure. As to the former
of these expedients, to wit, his deliverance by death, that he
counts a blessing, because he takes it for granted that if a man
die he shall live again^ ver. 14. f and therefore says, all the days
of my appointed time^ that is, not of the appointed time of life,
but the time appointed that he should lie in the grave, in which
he desired that God would hide him ; there, says he, I shall
xuait^ or remain, till 7?iy change co7ne, that is, till I am changed
from a state of mortality to that of life. And he goes on in the
following words. Thou shalt call, that is, by thy power thou
shalt raise me, and I zvill ansxver thee, or come forth out of my
grave; and hereby thou wilt make it known that thou hast a
desire to the xvork of thine hands.
If it be objected to this sense of the words, that Job says,
ver. 12. that man lieth doxvn, and riseth not till the heavens be
no 7uore ; they shall not axvake 7ior be raised out of their sleep ;
therefore he is so far from expecting relief from his misery in
the resurrection, that he seems plainly to deny it. To this I
answer,- that he doth not deny the doctrine of the resurrection
in those words wherein he says that they shall not be raised
from the dead^ till the heavens be 7io more ; which seems to intimate that he concluded that the dead should rise when the
frame of nature was changed, as it will be, at the last day, in
which the heavens shall be no more. I confess this sense is not
commonly giv-en of these verses, nor any argument drawn from,
them to prove a resurrection from the dead ; therefore I would
not be too tenacious of mine own sense thereof; but I cannot
but think it more probable than the common sense that is given
scripture,

There

is

• Vid. Hieron. Epist. 61. ad Pammach. de error. Joh. Hieros. Qind hac prophetia
manifa-tiua ? JVidbn tarn aperte post Christxim, quam iste ante Christum de resurrectioiic loquitur.

f Tlie -words are put in the form ofan interrogation, ivhich sometimes argues a strong
negation, but not al'u/a^'s, since here it seems to imply a concessicn that he should live
again.
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if so, it may be considered as a proof of the
doctrine that we are maintaining.
There is another scripture which plainly proves the doctrine
of the resurrection, namely, Dan. xii. 2. Manij of them that
sleep in the dust shall axvake^ some to everlasting life^ and some
to shajne and everlasting contempt. This scripture is brought
by several Rabbinical writers, as a proof of this doctrine ; and
the words are so express, that it will be very difficult to evade
the force of them ; though, it is true, some modern writers, who
are ready to conclude that the Old Testament is silent as to
the doctrine of the resurrection, take the words in a metaphorical sense, for the deliverance of the church from those grievous persecutions which they were under in the reign of Antiochus ; and so sleeping in the dust is taken, by them, for lying
in the holes and caves of the earth, the Jews being forced to
seek protection there from the fuiy of the tyrant But this cannot be prpperly called sleeping in the dust of the earth ; and
their deliverance from this persecution is not consistent with
the contempt that should be cast on some that were raised out
of the dust ; nor could the happiness that others enjoyed in this
deliverance, be called everlasting life^ it being only a temporal
salvation, that according to them, is here spoken of j and it
must be a straining the metaphor to a great degree, to apply
the following words to their wise men and teachers, after this
deliverance, that they should shine as the brightness of the firmament ; therefore this sense has such difficulties attending it,
that every person who is not prepossessed with prejudice must
give into the literal sense of the text ; and confess that it is an
argument to prove die doctrine of the resurrection.
The only difficulty that is pretended to be involved in this
sense of the text is its being said. Many of them that sleep in
the dust shall awake ; whereas the doctrine that we are defending, is that of an universal resurrection. But since we shall
have occasion to speak to that under a following head, we shall
rather choose to refer it to its proper place, in which, according
to our designed method, we are to consider that all who have
lived from the beginning to the end of time, shall be raised.
There are other scriptures in the Old Testament that might
be brought to prove this doctrine, such as that in Deut. xxxii.
39. in which God says, I kill^ and I make alive ; and that parallel text,, in which the same thing is confessed, and farther explained, by Hannah, in her song, in 1 Sam. ii. 6. The Lord
killeth and maketh alive^ he bringeth dorvn to the grave^ and
bringeth up, I know that death and life are sometimes taken
for good and evil; but why should deliverance from the miseries of this present life be represented by the metaphor of a resurrection, and this attributed to the almighty power of God,

of the words, and

:
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t

was reckoned by the church
no other than a fiction or chimera, as it must be
be if they had no idea of it, as not iiaving receiv-

the doctrine of the resurrection

at that time,

supposed to
ed it by divine revelation

We

?

might, as a farther proof of this doctrine, consider those
three instances that we have in the Old Testament of persons
raised from the dead, namely, the Shunamite's child, by the
prophet Eiisha, 2 Kings iv. 35. and 'the man who was cast into his sepulchre, that revived and stood on his fcet^ when he
touched his bones^ chap. xiii. 21. and the widow of Zarephath's
son, by the prophet Elijah, on which occasion it is said. He
Lord mij God^ I pray thee let this
cried to the Lord^ and said^
child^s soul co?ne irito him ag^ain ; and accordingly the soul of
the child came into him again, and he revived, 1 Kings xvii21, 22. From hence v/e must conclude, that this doctrine was
not unknown to the prophet ; for if it had, he could not have
directed his prayer to God in faith. And these instances of a
resurrection of particular persons could not but give occasion
to the church at that time, to believe the possibility of a resurrection at the last day ; so that it might as reasonably be expected that God will exert his power by raising the dead then„
as that he would do it at this time, unless thei-e was something
in this possible event contrary to his moral perfections j but the
resurrection appeared to them as it doth to all who consider
him as the governor of the world, and as distributing rewards
and punishments to every one according to their works, as not
only agreeable to these perfections, but, in some respects, necessary for the illustration thereof. Therefore we must conclude, that as they had particular instances of a resurrection,
which argued the general resurrection possible, they might easily believe that it should be future j which is the doctrine that
we are maintaining.
To this we may add, that the patriarch Abraham believed
the doctrine of the resurrection ; therefore he had it some way
or other revealed to him, before the word of God was committed to writing. This appears from what the apostle says when
speaking concerning his offering Isaac, that he accowited that
God was able to raise him up even from the dead^ Fleb. xi. 19.
From hence it is evident that he v/as verily persuaded when he
bound \\\\\\ to the altar, and lifted up his hand to slay him, that
God would suffer him to do it, otherwise it had been no trial
of his faith, so that his being prevented from laying his hand
on him was an unexpected providence. Now how could he
solve the difficulty that would necessarily ensue hereupon ; had
he expected that God would give him another seed instead of
Isaac, that v/ouid not have been an accomplishment of the promise which was given to him. namely, that in Isaac his seed

^
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should be called ; therefore the only thing that he depended on,
was, that when he had offered him, God would raise him from
the dead, and by this means fulfil the promise that was made
to him concerning the numerous seed that should descend from
him; therefore it cannot be supposed that Abraham was a
stranger to the doctrine of the resurrection.
There are other scriptures by which it appears that the doctrine of the resurrection was revealed to the church under the
Old Testament dispensation, either from the sense of the words
themselves, or the explication thereof in the New, which re-

them

thus it is said in Psal. xvi. 10. Thou wilt not
soul in hell ; neither wilt thou siijfer thine holy one to
see corruptio7i ; which the apostle Peter quotes to pi-ove the
fers to

leave

:

my

—

resurrection of Christ, in Acts ii. 24 27. If David therefore
knew that the Messiah should be raised from the dead (which,
as will be considered under a following head, is a glorious proof
of the doctrine of the resurrection of the saints) we cannot suppose that he was a stranger to this doctrine himself.
Again, it is said in Isa. xxv. 8. He will swallow up death in
victory ; and this is mentioned immediately after a prediction
of the glorious provision, which God would make for his people under the gospel-dispensation, which is called, by a metaphorical way of speaking, ver. 6. A feast offat things^ a feast
ofxvines on the lees^ offat things full of marrow^ ofxvines on the
lees xuell refined; and of the gospel's being preached to the Gen-

which is expressed by his destroying the face of
coverings and the veil that was spread over all natio?is : therefore it may well be supposed to contain a prediction of something consequent thereupon, namely, the general resurrection :
and there is another scripture to the same purpose, viz. Hos.
xiii. 14. Iwill ransom them from the power of the gr-ave ; Izvill
death^ Izvill be thy plague ;
grave
redeem them from death :
I xvill be thy destruction! ; and both these scriptures are referred to by the apostle, as what shall be fulfilled in the resurrection of the dead ; when he says. Then shall be brought to
pass the saying that is xuritten^ Death is swalloxued up in vicgrave^ xvhere is thy vicdeaths where is thy sting P
tory :
tory f 1 Cor. XV. 54, 55. Therefore we cannot but think that
the prophets, and the church in their day, understood the words
tiles, ver. 7.

same sense.
There is another

in the

scripture in the Old Testament, in which
the premises are laid down, fi-om whence the conclusion is
drawn in the New for the proof of this doctrine, namely, when
God revealed himself to Moses, Exod. iii. 6. which our Saviour refers to, and proves the doctrine, of the resurrection
from, against the Sadducees. Now that the dead are raised^ even
Moses shexved at the bush^ when he calleth the Lordj the God of
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God of Jacob : for he

the dead^ but of the living, Luke xx. 2,7, 38.
which argument was so convincing, that ct?r^«7n of the Scribes,
said, in the following words, Master, thou hast xvell said; and
is

not the

God of

after that, they, that is, the Sadducees, durst not ask him amj
question at all; so that it silenced, if it did not convince them.
There are some, indeed, who, though they conclude that it is

a very strong proof of the immortality of the soul, which the
Sadducees denied, since that which does not exist cannot be
the subject of a promise ; yet, they cannot see how the resurrection can be proved from it ; whereas it is brought, by our
Saviour, for that purpose therefore, that the force of this argument may appear, we must consider what is the import of
the promise contained in this covenant, that God would be the
God of Abraham ; which is explained elsewhere, when he told
him, I am thy shield and thy exceeding- great reward. Gen. xv.
1. He was therefore given hereby to expect, at the hand of
God, all the spiritual and saving blessings of the covenant of
grace ; but these blessings respect not only the soul, but the
body ; and as they are extended to both worlds, it is an evident proof of the happiness of the saints in their bodies in a
fature state, and consequently that they shall be raised from
the dead. This leads us,
2. To consider those arguments to prove the doctrine of the
resurrection which are contained in the New Testament, in
which it is more fully and expressly revealed than in any part
of scripture. Here we may first take notice of those particular
instances in which our Saviour raised persons from the dead in
a miraculous way, as the prophets Elijah and Elisha did under
the Old Testament dispensation, as was before observed. Thus
he raised Jairus's daughter, whom he found dead in the house.
Matt. ix. 25. and another, to wit, the ividoxv's son at Nain,v,'\\tn
they were carrying him to the grave ; which was done in the
presence of a great multitude, Luke vii. 11, 14, 15. and there
was another instance hereof in his raising Lazarus from the
dead, John xi. 43, 44. which he did in a very solemn and public manner, after he had been dead four days, his body being
then corrupted and laid in the grave, from whence Christ calls
him, and he immediately revived and came forth. These instances of the resurrection of particular persons tended to put
the doctrine of the general resurrection out of all manner of
doubt ; and, indeed, it was, at this time, hardly questioned by
any, excepting the Sadducees
therefore before Christ raised
Lazarus, when he only told his sister Martha that he should
rise agaiji, she, not then understanding that he designed im
mediately to raise him from the dead, expresses her faith in
the doctrine of the general resurrection ; / knozv that he shall
:

:

3^
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again in the resurrection at the

rise

which occasion our Saviour
the

life^

last day^

ver. 25. denoting that this

upon
and
be performed

John

I am the
work was

replies,

xi. 24.

resurrection
to

by him.
was asserted and maintained by the
had given the greatest proof hereof in
his own resurrection from the dead
thus it is said, that theij
preached through Jesus^ the resurrection from the dead^ Acts
iv. 2. And the apostle Paul standing before Felix, and confessing his belief of all things which are written in the law and
the prophets, immediately adds, that he had hope towards God^
xvhich they thetnsehes also alloxv ; that is, the main body of the
Jewish nation ; that there shall be a resurrection of the deady
both of the just dnd of the unjust.
Moreover,

this doctrine

apostles, after Christ

:

And he not only asserts but proves it with very great strength
of reasoning, in 1 Cor. xv. and the argument he therein insists
on, is taken from Christ's resurrection, ver. 13. If there be no
resurrection^ then

is

Christ not risen

;

which

is

a doctrine that

could not be denied by any that embraced the Christian religion, as being the very foundation thereof; but if any one
should entertain the least doubt about it, he adds, ver. \7. If
Christ be not raisedfrom the dead^ your faith is vain^ ye are yet
in your sins; that is, your hope of justification hereby is ungrounded, a7id they also xvhich are fallen asleep in Christy are
perished ; but this none of you will affirm ; therefore you must
conclude that he is risen from the dead and if it be enquired,
how does this argument prove the general resurrection, that he
:

farther insists on from ver. 20. Now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the first-fruits of them that slept ? Christ's
resurrection removes all the difficulties that might afford the
least matter of doubt concerning the possibility of the resurrection of the dead ; and his being raised as the first-fruits of
them that slept., or, as the head of all the elect, who are said to
hav^e

communion with him

xvitfi

him. Col.

in his resurrection, or to be risen
renders the doctrine of the resurrection
of all his saints, undeniably certain. As the first-fruits are a part
and pledge of the harvest, so Christ's resurrection is a pledge
and earnest of the resurrection of his people. Thus the apostle
says elsewhere, If the Spirit of him that raised up fesusfrom
the dead dxuell in you^ he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your jnortal bodies, Rom. viii. 11. And our
Saviour, when he v/as discoursing with his disciples concerning his death, and resurrection that would ensue thereupon,
tells them, that though after this he should be separated for a
time from them, and the xvorld should see him no more, yet
that they should see Him again ; and assigns this as a reason,
hfr.ause I live ye shall live also- John xiv» 19. q> d, because I
iii.

1.

;

OI
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be raised fnom the dead, and live for ever in heaven
are my favourites, friends, and followers, shall be also
raised and live with me there ; so that the resurrection of believers is plainly evinced from Christ's resurrection.
I might produce many other scriptures out of the New Testament, in which this doctrine is maintained ; but we shall proceed to consider what proofs may be deduced from scriptureconsequences. And it may here be observed, that our Lord
Jesus Christ, has by his death and resurrection, as the consequence thereof, purchased an universal dominion over, or a
right to dispose of his subjects in such a way as will be most
conducive to his own glory and their advantage. Thus the
apostle speaks of him as dying-^ risings and reviving^ that he
viig'ht be Lord both of the dead and living; and infers from
:.hall

you,

who

are the Lord^s^ Rom.
the dead is expressed in
other terms, by his having the keys of hell and death ; and this
13 assigned as the consequence of his being alive after his death,
thence, that xvhether

xiv. 8, 9.

And

we

we

live or die^

his being

Lord over

or of his resurrection from the dead, Rev. i. 18. Therefore he
has a power, as Mediator, to raise the dead. And to this we
:uay also add, that this is what he has engaged to do, as much
as he did to redeem the souls of his people. When believers
are said to be given to him, or purchased by him, it is the whole
man that is included therein ; and accordingly he purchased the
bodies as well as the souls of his people, as may be argued from
our obligation hereupon, to glorify him in our bodies as well as
in our spirits which are God^s, 1 Cor. vi. 20. And they are both
under his care ; he has undertaken that their bodies shall not
be lost in the grave ; which is very emphatically expressed,
when he is represented as saying, this is the will of the Father
which hath sent me^ John vi. 39, 40. or, contained in the commission that I received from him, when he invested me with
the office of Mediator; that of all zvhich he had given me^ I
.should lose nothing but should raise it up again at the last day.
What should be the reason that he here speaks of things rather
than persons, if he had not a peculiar regard to the bodies of
believers ? which, as they are the subjects of his power when
raised from the dead ; so they are the objects of his care, and
therefore he will raise them up at the last day.
might farther consider Christ's dominion as extended to
^

We

the wicked as well as the rigliteous. He is not, indeed, their
federal head ; but he is appointed to be their Judge ; and therefore has a right to demand them to come forth out of their
graves, to appear before his tribunal ; though they are neither
the objects of his special love, nor redeemed by his blood, nor
the dutiful and obedient subjects of his kingdom ; inasmuch as
a day in which he -'All judge ihs
it is said, God has apivAnted
'

Vol. in.
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rvorld hi righteousness^ hy that man whom he hath ordained^
Tohereof he hath given assurance vnto ail men., in that he hatli
raised him from the dead^ Acts xvii. 31. And elsewhere it is

was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and
dead^ chap* x. 42- Therefore wc read, that lie shall sit upon the
throne of his glory^ arid before him shall be gathered all nations.,
Matt. XXV. 31, 32. and of his determining the final estate, both
of the righteous and the wicked, as it is expressed in the following verses and this is described more particularly as being
immediately after the universal resurrection ; as it is said, ' I
* saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God, and the
said, that he

',

books were opened,' Rev. xx. 12, 13. which, as will be obstrved under our next answer, respects his judging the world;
and in order hereto it is farther said, that • the sea gave up the
* dead which were in it ; and death and hell delivered up the
' dead which were in them
and they were judged every man
;
'
according to their works.' And since Christ is represented as
a judge, it is necessary that he should execute his vindictive
justice against his enemies, and punish them as their sins deserve ; but this respects not only the soul but the body ; ancj.
therefore Christ that he may secure the glory of his justice,
shall raise the bodies of sinners, that he may punish them according to their works ; and therefore he is said to be the object of fear, 'iT\ that he is able ta destroy both soul and body in hell^
*

^latt. X. 28.

Thus we have endeavoured to prove the doctrine of the resurrection by arguments taken from the Old and New Testament, ami those scripture-consequences from which it may be
plainly deduced so that how much soever it may be thought a
strange and incredible doctrine, hy those who have no other
light to guide them but that of nature ; it will be generally believed by all whose faith is founded upon divine revelation, and
who adore the infinite power and niipartial justice of God, the
Governor of the world and, indeed, it is not attended with
such divRculties arising from the nature of the thing, as many
pretend, since we have several emblem?, in nature which seem
to illustrate it ; which are very elegantly represented by some
of the Father;;, and especially by Tertullian ; * whom the learned and excellent bishop Pearson refers to and imitates in his
style and mode of expression ; f his words are these ; " As the
:

:

*

Vide aihn quani in snhitium nostri resurrecjra.icitiir ; astru tatnivtur,
vedt'unl ; fiirca npcidunt, ci muvixcinii ; poet senium arbii.ta froiidescunt vewiiiu
non visl corri/pla rcvir^scwit ; ita corpus !» sepulchro nt arOotrs in hybcrvn accultanl virOrcni ariditatu mentita. Evpi-ctandvm nobis etiqm cnrpori^n ver eat, &c.
Sec /i'3 E.ip'jfition on the Creed, Artie, xk. and Tertall. de res'ir. Cam. cut.
:^ii. Jl^^ice nunc ad ipaa qviq ; e.Temjda drr>iu<e pote':tntis : dies moritur in noctem,
if-wniibriiKsf^uti^Haq; I'pelUM'. Fviiestalur itiiiutji honor, omds suOsttmtin dei.'fVi'l. J^finiil. Fel.

timevifiituram

&

•j"

omiii.i

in Octav.. ^

3,1.

jiatyra meditatnr Sol ileiner^it,

&
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dies into night, so doth the

**"(.lay
*•

*'

into winter: the sap

and there il lies buried ifi
covered with snow, or crusted with

said to descend into the root,

is

" the ground.
"'

summer

3A-Y

The

earth

is

and becomes a general sepulchre. When the spring appeareth all begin to rise
the plants and flowers peep out of
their graves, revive, and grow, and flourish? thin is the annual resurrection. The corn by which we live, and for want
of which w*e perish with famine* is notwithstanding east upon
the earth, and buried in the ground, with a desiij^n that it may
corrupt, and being corrupted, may revive and multiply our
bodies are fed with tiiis constant experin>ent, and we continue this present life by succession of resurrections. Thus all
things are repaired by corrupting, are preserved by pcrishing, and revive by dying; and can we think; tliat man, the
lord of all those things, which thus die and revive for him,
iVost,

j

"
"
*'
*•'

"
*'

"
"
*'
*'

;

*'

should be detained in death, as never t6 live again ? Is ir
imaginable that God should thus restore all things to man^
''
and not restore man to himself ? If there were no other con*
**
sideration but of the principles of human nature, of the liberty, and remunerability of human actions, and of the natural
" revolutions and resurrections of other creatures, it wert^
••^

*"•

gratur. SorJent, sVent, atupcnt cuiicta ; tihiq ; jtntithim est, qviea rervm. Tta lux'
atiiseii httretur ; SJ tamen rnr.iits can siw cnltii, cuin dote, cum sole, eadem
integral
tola universo orbi revivhcit, iiiterficieiis mortem sviim voctcin, restyindiiis sepnUUram snam tenebras, hieres siblmet existens, donee
nox reviviscut, aim fsiio £J ilia

&

&

&

irt^'jestu.

tiuxerat.

ReiUiccendUiitiir enim SJ'stfHurum radii, qiion mututiiia svccensio exReducuntur
siderum iihserttix, qmts temporalis distinttio cremerar.

&

&

Jiedornantur
specula Iwice qtue menstruus nttmerus adtriverat. Jievolvuntv
hyemes
xstates,
verna,
uutuniua, cum snis vivibus, moribus, fnrctibiist
(^uippe etiam term: de ccclp <kscipUna eat, arbores vestire post xpoliu, Jlores denvo
Co^orare, herbas rursits itrTponei'e, exli'bere eadi'm qzise nbsumptu sunt semina ; nrc:
prius exhihere quiimabs'impta : mira ratio: de frttuilnirice scrvntrix : nt redtlaf,
iiitercipit : nt cuslorliut, perdit : nt iiite^ret, vitiat t vt etiam cmpliet, priits decoquiT.
Hiquidein uberiora
cidtioru re-itituit qitam exierminuvit. Ju-vera foetinre interitu, i-'
injuria usura,SJ litcro damno : seniel dixeriin uniz'ersa contHtio rcriiiwaest. Quod'

U

&

^

&

ciiiiq

;

tleiint,

cnnveneris, fuit : qiiodcuvq ; amiseris, mfril 7wf> iti'ntfn est. < ttniiia in statttmrf^
qmiin ubscesserint. Omnia incipiiint, quvm desie.rint. JdtofuiiintUr, utJimiT.

JKVul dnpdrit, 711*1 in salutum. Totits igitfir hie ardo rn'olubilis rerum, (estatio est re^
3urrectiijvis mortuorum. Operibus earn prttscripsit Deus uute, quum Uteris : Tiribn^
predicavit ante, quam vocibus. P'-xmisvit tibi uatvrani inagi.st) am, siihmis.ritrus ij
prnphetiam, quo facilins credat profiltetije, discipulus natiira : quo 'statim odtnittnit,

quum

atuiieris, quod nbiq ; jam videris : nee diibiles Denm carvis etiam resiisdlatorem, quem oinnium uoris restituorem. Kt utiq ; si omnia homiiii rcsurgut)t, cm procuruta sunt porro non homini, nisi
carni,f/uulc est lit ipsa deperent ut Intum, propter

^nam

&

& cui

tiihil deperit ? Et Vid. ejud. apolog-et cap. xlviii. in :i-hich he prr,ves the reof the body from the possibility of that being restored fo a former being, ivith
tlui name ease that it ivas made out oj' nothing
and shetis hotv Gf>d has impi-esitd
upon this world mnnv testimonies of the resurrection ; and then he ailds. Lax quotidie
iutersectn respl-'rtdet,
tenebrx, pari I'/ce deced^.-inlo surcedilnt, siil''ra drftmCin.

s.urrection

,•

'

&

•nvescunt, tempora, nbi finiuntur, iucipiutit, fructiis consuirmianlur, et rodtunti
Certe semina non nisi corrupfa et disf oluta foecundivs surirutit, omiitn permndo acr^ifitur,

omnia de interitu

ri-Jrtrm.mtur.

Tu

hutt.o

lauium nomen,

si

de titfdo Pythix di^ren*, d'rr.inut cwih-n norier'.uri st reiurtr^ntium,
v< per'as ?

mte'ilgu*
tid

te, xel
hoc mcrierisi,

OF THE RESURRECTION.

348

" abundantly sufficient to render the resurrection of our bodies
" highly probable." We shall now consider,
V. Some objections that are generally brought against the
doctrine of the resurrection.
Some things, indeed, are objected against it, that are so vain and trifling, that they do not deserve an answer
as when the followers of Aristotle assert
that it is impossible for a thing which is totally destroyed, to
be restored to that condition in which it was before * : And
some have been so foolish as to think that those nations, who
burnt their dead bodies, put an eternal bar in the way of their
resurrection ; since the particles being so changed and separated by fire as they are, can never return again to their former
bodies j or they who have been swallowed up by the ocean, and
the particles of which they consisted, dissolved by water ; and
every one of them separated from the other, can never be again
restored to their former situation. Such-like objections as these,
I say, do not deserve an answer ; because they consider the resurrection as though it were to be brought about in such a way,
as effects are produced by second causes, according to the common course of nature j without any regard to the almighty power of God, that can easily surmount all the difficulties which,
they pretend, lie in the way of the resurrection.
And there are other objections, taken from a perverse sense,
which they give of some texts of scripture, without considering the drift and design thereof, or what is added in some following words, which sufficiently overthrows the objection. Thus
some produce that scripture in Eccles. iii. 19, 20, 21. where
it is said. That xvhich befalleth the sons of men^ befalleth beasts.
So that a man hath no pre-eminence above a beast^ all go unto
07ie place, and all are of the dust, and all turn to the dmt again
which we before mentioned as brought against the immortality
of the soul ; and it is also alleged against the resurrection of
the body, by those who conclude that it shall be no more raised from the dead than the bodies of brute creatures. But this
is rather a cavil or a sophism, than a just way of reasoning ;
inasmuch as the following words plainly intimate, that men and
beasts are compared together only as to their mortality, not as
to what respects their condition after death ; and therefore it is
no sufficient argument to overthrow the doctrine of the resurThese and such-like objections are so trifling, that
rection.
we shall not insist on tliem However, there are three or four
:

,•

:

that

we

shall lay

down, and consider what answers may be

given to them.
Obj. 1. It
tion, that
• This
von datur

is

objected against the doctrine of the resurrecGod can do all things possible

though the power of

is -zuhat the*f

rc^r^sstts.

^eiieraVj intend by that aphorism, a privathve

od

Icbittrn
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be done ; yet the raisin?; the dead, at least, in some particular instances thereof, is impossible from the nature of the
thing ; and therefore we may r^ay, without any reflection cast
on the divine Omnipotency, that God cannot raise them, at
to

least,

ed

not so as that every one shall have his OAvn body restor; since there are some instances of Cannibals, or men-

him

to

devour one another, by which means the flesh of
turned into the flesh of the other. And in those
instances which are more common, the bodies of men being
turned into dust, produce food, like other parts of the earth,
for brute creatures ; and accordingly some of those particles
of which they consisted, are changed into the flesh of these
eaters, wIk)

one

man

is

creatures
ticles

ges,

;

and these again are eaten by men so that the parhuman body, after having undergone several chan;

of one

become a

part of another; therefore there cannot be a disof every one of those bodies that have lived

tinct resurrection

in all the ages of the world.

Answ. To

may

be replied, that it cannot be proved,
mentioned in the objection, that when
one man preys upon another, or when brute creatures live upon that grass which was produced by the ground, which wa.s.
made fertile by the bodies of men turned to corruption, and k
may be, may have some of the particles thereof contained in
them It cannot, I say, be proved, that these particles of the
bodies of men are turned into nourishment, and so become a
this

it

that in those instances

:

part of human flesh ; since providence did not design this to be
If so, then it is not true in fact, that the particles ol
for food.
one human body become a part of another. But, suppose it
were otherwise (to give the objection as much weight as possible) we may farther observe, that it is but a very small parr
of what is eaten, that is turned into flesh ; and therefore thost
particles of one human body, that by this means are supposed
to pass into another, make up but a very inconsiderable par?
thereof.

Therefore,

if

some few

particles of one

in the resurrection are restored again to that

human bod}

body

to ivhich

belonged, this will not overthrow the doctrine oV
the resurrection of the same body.
If the body of man loser
a few ounces of its weight, no one will suppose that it is not
the same body. So when the bodies of men are raised from
the dead, if the far greater part of the particles thereof are recollected and united together, they may truly be said to constitute the same body j this therefore does not overthrow thr
resurrection of the same body from the nature of the thing.
Object* 2. It is farther objected, especially ag;iin5t the ;x)3
sibility of the resurrection of the same body that was once ali\Tin this world ; that the bodies of men, while they live, arc subject to such alterations, that \l can hardly be snid that wl- arc

they at

first

;
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the same when we are men as when we are children. The expence of those particles which were insensibly lost by perspiration, and others being daily gained by nutrition, make such
an alteration in the contexture of the body, that, as some suppose, in the space of about seven years, almost all the particles
of the body are changed, some lost and others regained. Now
if it be supposed that the same body we once had shall be raised, it is hard to determine ; whether those particles of which
it consisted when wc were young, shall be gathered together
tlie particles of the emaciated or enfeebled body, which was laid down in the grave.
A/isw.
are obliged to take notice of such-like objections
as these, because they are often alleged in a cavilling way, against the doctrine of the resurrection.
The answer therefore
that I would give to this, is, that the more solid and substantial parts of the body, such as the skin, bones, cartilages, veins,
arteries, nerves, fibres, that compose the muscles, with the ligaments and tendons, are not subject to this change that ic
mentioned in the objection, by evaporation or perspiration
which more especially respects the fluids, and not the solids of
the body.
These remain the same in men as they were in
children, excepting what respects their strength and size Anc
if the body, as consisting of these and some other of the particles that it has lost, which the wisdom of God thinks fit to recollect, be gathered together in the resurrection ; we may truly
say, that the same body that once lived, notwithstanding tht.
change made in the fluids thereof, is raised from the dead.
Oij. 3. There is another objection which is sometime^
brought against the doctrine of the resurrection of the just, especially againet their being raised with the same body they once
had, taken from the inconsistency hereof, with their living in
the oth«r world, called heaven ; which is generally distinguish
ed from the earth, as being a more pure subtil and etherial region, therefore not fit to be an habitation for bodies compounded of such gross matter as ours are, which are adapted to the
Whereas, to suppose:
state and world in which they now live
them placed in heav^en, is inconsistent with the nature of gravity ; so that we may as well conclude a body, which naturally
tends to the earth its centre, to be capable of living in the air,
at a distance from the surface of the earth, as we can, that it hpossible for such a body to live in heaven Therefore they ar2;ue, that the bodies of men, at the resurrection must be changed, so as to become etherial, which does, in eflTect, overthrow
the doctrine of the resurrection, as respecting, at least, the restoring the bddies of men to the same form which once thev
h^d.
Moreover, this objection is farther improved h}' another sv.p-

in the resurrection, or

We

:

-

:

:

;
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wUkh

gave the Socinians occasion to assert, that the
be raised ; namely, that if the bodies of
men should be the same as they are now, they would be rendered incapable of that stale of immortality which is in heaFor by the same method of reasoning, by which, as has
ven.
been before observed, they argue that man would have been
liable to mortality, though he had not sinned, viz. that death
was then the consequence of nature, inasmuch as the body was
1.3 be supported by food, breathe in proper air, and be fenced
against those things that might tend to destroy the temperament
thereof, or a dissolution would ensue, they conclude that we
must not have such bodies as we now have, but etherial. Ahd
to give countenance to this, they refer to the apostle's words
in 1 Cor. XV. 50. Flesh and blood camiot inherit the kingdom of
God: And ver. 40. where he speaks oi celestial bodies as distinguished from terrestrial^ and of the body's being raised a
spiritual bodij^ ver. 44. And there is another scripture generally referred to, wherein our Saviour speaks of believers, in
the resurrection, being as the a7]gels ofGod^ Matt. xxii. 30.
which is to be understood, at least, as signifying that their motion will be no more hindered by the weight of the body, than
the motion of an angel is ; therefore their bodies must be of
another kind than what we suppose they shall be in the resurposlilon

Slime

;

body

shall not

rection.

Ansxv.

As

1.

to

what respects the inconsistency of bodies
upper world, as being contrary to the

like ours, living in the

nature of gravitation It may be answered, that according to the
generally received opinion of modern philosophers, gravity arises from an external pressure made upon bodies which are
said to be heavy or light, according to the force thereof ; and
therefore those bodies that are in the upper regions, above the
atmosphere, are equally adapted to ascend or descend ; which
This a learned
sufficiently answers that part of the objection.
writer takes notice of*
And if this be not acquiesced in, he
which, because it has something
adv. met 3 another hypothesis
of v.'it and spirit in it, I shall take leave to mention, though I
must suspend my judgment concerning it, whether it be true
or fahe. He says, perhaps, our heaven will be nothing else but
an heaven upon earth ; and that it seems more natural to suppose that, since we have solid and material bodies, we shall be
be placed as v.'e are in this life, in some solid and material orb
and this he supposes agreeable to the apostle Peter's words,
when he speaks of a new earthy xvlierein dzuelleth righteousness^
ij
Pet. iii. 13. From whence he concludes, that either this
world shall be fitted to be the seat of the blessed, or some
And to give counteother that has a solid basis like unto it.
:

:

;

•

See Ilody on the resurrection,

8tc.

Pug.
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nance to this opiiiion, he refers to some ancient writers ; and
particularly tells us, that Maximus speaks of it as the opinion
of many in his time ; and Epiphanius brings in Methodius in
the third century, as asserting the same thing.
2. As to what concerns that part of the objection, that bodies,
like those we have now, are unmeet for the heavenly state, inasmuch as they cannot be supported without food and other
conveniences of nature, which tend to the preservation of life
in this world,
lb this it may be answered, that it is not necjessary to suppose that the body shall be raised with such qualities as that it will stand in need of food, rest, or other conveniences of nature ; which, at present, tend to the support of life :
The apostle seems to assert the contrary, when he says. Meats
for t-ke belly y mid the belly for meats ; but God shall destroy both.
it and them y 1 Cor. vi. 13.
There is certainly a medium between asserting, with some, that we shall be raised with an
etberial body, in all respects unlike to that which we have at
present; and maintaining, that we shall have such as are liable
to the imperfections of this present state, and supported in the
same way in which they now are.
As to what the apostle says concerning ficsh and blood not
inheriting' the kingdom ofheaven^ he does not mean thereby that
our bodies shall be so changed, that they shall in no respect
consist of flesh and blood : And when he speaks of celestial
and spiritual bodies, it is not neces-„ary for us to suppose, that
hereby he intends serial or etherial bodies. But this will be
more particularly considered under a follov/ing head, when we
speak of the circumstances in which the bodies of believers
shall be raised from the dead.
As for that other scripture, in
which they are said to be as the angi^ls of God in heaveny that
respects their being immortal and incorruptible ; or as the context seems to intimate, that they need not marriage, to perpetuate their generations, in that world : Therefore we have no
occasion to strain the sense of the words, so as to suppose that
our Saviour intends in his saying they shall be as the angels^
that they shall cease to be like what they were when men on
earth.

The last objection >vhich we shall mention, is takeii
not being agreeable to the goodness of God, extended
to those who are made partakers of the resurrection to eternal
life ; inasmuch as it is a bringing them into a worse condition
than the soul was in, when separate from the body. This objection is generally brought by those who give into that mode
of speaking often used by Plato** and his follovrers, that the
Ohjec. 4.

from

its

* Vid. Plat, in Cratyl, who brivga in Socrates an gravely puuninff en the -aord
sepulchrum and ^upposin^- tliat this name, wus given to denote
'Sti\ (hz S'TiU m'Jers punishment for its faults, by dei,:g detained or shut tip in prison..

ff«ita, g. d. a-Tiut,

;

:
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is the prison of the soul, which at death, lA
therefore they suppose, that its being united to
the body again, is no other than its being condemned to a second
imprisonment, which is so far from being a favour conferred,
that it rather seems to be a punishment inflicted. Others, with
Celsus, reckon it a dishonour for the soul to be reunited to a
body that is corrupted.* And others speak of the body as being a great hindrance to the soul in its actings ; and frequently
inclining it to the exercise of some of those passions that tend

world,

in this

set at liberty

:

make men uneasy, and thereby unhappy ; and
some way or other, take place in a future state.

to

that this

may,

no great difficulty to answer this objection, in
not a due difference put between the present and
future state of believers. The only thing which might give occasion to men to conclude that their souls are imprisoned in
this world is, because they are abridged of that happiness which
they shall be possessed of in anotlier ; which the apostle calls
T/ie glorious liberty of the children of God^ Rom. viii. 21. And
as for the reproaches which some of the greatest enemies to
Christianity have cast on this doctrine, these are not sufficient
to beget the least dislike of it in the minds of serious and unprejudiced Christians. What though the body be turned- to corruption? It shall be raised incorruptible, and in glory; and
therefore shall be a palace fit to entertain its noble inhabitant
what though it has, in this world, offered many temptations to
the soul to sin, by which it has been sometimes overcome and
exposed to those passions that h:.ve defiled, and made it very
uneasy; is this to be objected against its being raised from the
dead in such a state of perfection, that it shall never more contract any guilt, or render the soul unhappy, by any inconvenience arising from it ? But this will farther appear, when we
speak of the condition in which the body shall be raised undeir
shall therefore proceed,
a following head.
VI. To consider the resurrection of the dead as universal,
including in it all who have lived, or shall live, from the beginning of time, till Christ's second coming, excepting those
who shall be found alive ; on whom a change shall pass which
is equivalent to a resurrection.
this is expressly men1 . That all the dead shall be raised
tioned in that vision, I saw the dead both sjnall a7id great ^ standing before God; and the books xvere opened; and the dead were'
Judged out of those things which were written in the booksy according to their rvorks. And the sea gave up the dead rvhicfi
were in it ; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were
Ansiu. It

is

which there

is

We

:

And Seneca speaks to the same purpose : corpus hoc, anind ponduSf SJ poena
permonente illo urgetnr, in vinculis est. Vid. Sen. JEpist, 65.
* Vid. Orig: iti Lot. supra citat.

Vat. ni.

Y

y

.

4

est,

f
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; and they were judged evert/ man according' to their
Rev. xx. 12,
seq. where the Judge is represented as
demanding the bodies of men of all ranks, conditions, and ages,
out of those places where they have been lodged, with a design
to reward or punish them according to their works therefore,
if the justice of God is to be displayed in this solemn and awful
transaction, and the bodies as well as the souls of men, are the
subjects on which this judgment must pass j then it follows,
that it will be universal thus our Saviour says, All that are hi
the graves shall hear his voice and shall come forth ; they that
have done goodwito the resurrection of life ; and they that have
done evil unto the resurrection of damnation^ John v. 28, 29.
This is so evident a truth, founded on the divine perfections,
as well as express words of scripture, that it is strange to find
that any, who allow that the dead shall be raised, should deny

in them

^

zuorksy

:

:

the universality thereof.

However, we meet with several expressions in Rabbinical
which seem to speak of it as a peculiar privilege belonging to some, but not to all ; and therefore they have a prowriters,

verbial expression, that though the rain descends on the just
and on the unjust, yet the resurrection of the dead belongs only
to the just :* and this they infer from the words of the prophet
Daniel, in chap. xii. 2. Many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake ; which words contain a difficulty which

most have found

it an hard matter to account for, agreeably to
the sense of the prophet, who speaks, in the words immediately
following, of the consequence hereof, as, some shall awake to
everlasting life^ and some to everlasting shame and contempt ;
whereby he divides the world into two parts, and considers one
as happy, the other as miserable ; therefore he must, doubtless,
speak of an universal resurrection. But the great difficulty lies
in these words ; Many of them that sleep in the dust shall arise/
from whence, some conclude that this expression contains an
thus some Jewish
exception of others who shall not arise
writers seem to have understood it ; but I rather think, that
the word 77iany^ there, imports nothing else but the multitude^
q, d, the whole number of those that sleep shall awake.
:

• Beneficiwn pluvite

ad omnes

spectare, resurrectionem

morhiorum adjustos

tan-

titm.

certain that O'^l,
is often translated a multitude, or multitudes, and signifies the same with 3^"^, or
ihe Greek word to jtkhQo;, as in Gen. xvii. 5. Psal. cix. 30. imd in several other places. But the principal difficidty lies in the sense of the particle Mem, which is pre-

f The

-words are, 'Jv^'O

3^31, miilti ex dorrnicntibiis. JVbw

it is

fixed to the following- ivord , and is general/ij supposed to be taken distribvtively ; and
accordingly the sense must be, Many, that is, a great number, or part, taken out of
them that sleep, shall awake ; though, lam apt to think, that the prefx
liere,
i'S not taken distributively ; but denotes the following word to be in the Gerdtive case,
as Lamed and Beth often do ; and if so, the -words may be rendered. The multitude

Mem

of them

tftat sleep, shall

awake;

that

is,

ths whole

number of them that

sleep shall
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somewhat hard to determine what the Rabbinical wriwhen they seem to confine the resurrection to the
Israelites ; and some of them to exclude, not only the wicked
from it, but those that had not addicted themselves to the study
of the law, whom they call the Gnam Haaretz thus they are
represented in scripture as giving them but a very indifferent
character, The people that knoxveth not the laxv are accursed^
John vii. 49. by this means they bring the number of those that
shall be raised from the dead into a very narrow compass nevertheless they speak of future rewards and punishmems in
another world therefore some have thought, when they exIt is

ters intend

:

:

;

clude

all

but the Israelites, and, of them,

all

but those

who

amongst them, that they understand nothing else by the resurrection, but that which they fancied would happen in the days of the Messiah ; in which, they
suppose, that some of the Jews shall be raised from the dead
before the general resurrection at the last day ; and in this sense

were

in the greatest reputation

easily understand their exclusive account, when thcy
speak of many that shall not be partakers of this privilege ; and
if it be extended to the resurrection at the last day, then I am
apt to think, that they intend hereby a resurrection to eternal
life, and so some understand that common proverb but now
mentioned, concerning the rain's descending upon all ; but the
resurrection's belonging only to the just, in this sense; that
though the rain descends upon the wilderness, and barren
ground ; yet it is only some places which are made fruitful
accordingly, though the i-esurrection be universal,
thereby
both of the righteous and wicked ; yet the resurrection to eternal life belongs only to the just.*
All that I shall observe at present is, that this is not altogether disagreeable to the scripture-mode of speaking; v/hich,
though in some places it asserts the resurrection of the whole
woi-ld, in others, by the resurrection, we are to understand nothing else, but a resurrection to eternal life thus the apostle
Paul, when he speaks of his attaining unto the resurrection of
the dead^ Phil. iii. 11. intends hereby his obtaining a glorious
resurrection. And our Saviour, when speaking concerning the

we may

:

;

and so

same xvith what is mentioned bt/ our Saviour in the text but
that are in their graves shall come ibrth, and be disposed of
/n a different 'cay, as he particidttrlij expresses it ; which contains the sense of the
a-\vahe
7i'j-M

;

ref'Tred to

it is

the

; all

prophet's prediction in this place.

There

is

a scripti&e, in which the word

many

plainly signifes to ^xxGoc, the multitude, or all tnarikind : thus the apostle speaks,
Rom. V. 15. o/many, as beinp dead hy the offence of one, and by one man's disobedience, many /»«/(^ made sinners; which none, who allow all the world to have

be taken in any other sense. See other instances of
1. Cap. xv.
" Vid. Poc. J^'ot. JMisc in J\faimon. Port. jMos. Cap. vi. who treats largely on
this subject, and jix-es an account of the opinions nf several Rabbinical writers concerrtirig tfUs matter ; -^hch rendern it 't^cd'''^ fi/^ 'W to r/fer to partitzdar places^

fallm in ^idiim, will suppose

(o

the like nature in Glas. Phil. Sacr. Lib. v. Tract.

;;
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happiness of the saints in another world, expresses it on this
wise ; that they shall be counted rvcrtky^ or meet, to obtain that
world, and the i esun-ection from the dead, Luke xx. 35. so that
whatever is said bj'- Jewish writers, tending to limit the resurrection of the dead to eternal life, to some particular persons,
it does not appear but that even they held, in other respects,
a general resun-ection, both of the just and unjust; which is as
demonstrable as is the resurrection in general.

They who are found alive at Christ's second coming,
undergo a change ; which, though it cannot be called a
resurrection, will be equivalent to it. The apostle Paul gives
an account of this, as what was before unknown to the church
Behold I shexv ijoxi a mystery ; rve shall not all sleeps but we
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the txvinkling of an eye, at
the last trump, 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. And elsewhere he speaks of
them when thus changed, as caught up in the clouds together
tvith other saints, that are raised from the dead, to meet the
Lord in the air, 1 Thess. iv. 17. This is no less an effect of
almighty power than a resurrection ; for hereby their bodies,
though never separated from their souls, are brought into the
2,

shall

same

state as the bodies of others shall be,

when

re-united to

them, and thereby be rendered incorruptible and immortal, as
the bodies of all other saints shall be, and made partakers of
the same glory with which they are said to be raised. We have
an emblem of this in Christ's transfiguration, when there was
such a change made, for the present, on his body, that his face
shined as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. And
there was not only a resenlblance, but a kind of specimen hereof, in the translation of Enoch and Elijah, whose bodies were
before this, liable to corruption, and all other infirmities that
attend this present life, but were made, in a moment, celestial
and glorious. And the body of our Saviour, though it was
raised from the dead incorruptible and immortal, yet, during^
the space of forty days, while he continued on earth, it was not
made so glorious as it was immediately after the cloud received
him into heaven, when it underwent such a change as was
agreeable to the place and state into which he then entered
even so the Ix^dies of the saints, at last, shall, by this change, be
made meet for heaven, and received, with other saints into it.
Vil. We shi^ll now consider the condition in which the body
shall be raised.. And,
1. Those circumstances of honour and gloiy which respect

more

especially the resurrection of the just: this the apostle
mentions, and describes them as raised in glory, X Cor. xv.
43. It is the same body indeed, that is raised, which he illustrates by a gratJi of Tvheat springing up, and changed into a
full-grown ear ; which, thciugh it be greatly improved, and very
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what it was, when cast into the ground, yet
he observes, has its own hodij^ ver. 38. From
whence we may infer, that the same body shall be raised from
the dead, though with very different qualities. There are several things mentioned by the apostle, in the account he gives of
the bodies of the saints after the resurrection ; which some have
attempted to explain in such a way, as is hardly consistent with
a resurrection of the same body. The Socinians generally maintain that the body shall be altogether new, as to its substance,
as well as its qualities and others speak of it as an aeriel body;
as supposing that the gross and heavy matter, of which it formerly consisted, is not adapted to an heavenly state, and would
render it not altogether free from a liableness to corruption.
This opinion a late writer mentions, as what was espoused by
some of the Fathers, which he speaks very favourably of; and
inasmuch as the apostle calls it a spiritual body, 1 Cor. xv. 45.
and seems to distinguish it horn Jlesh and bloody which cannot
inherit the kingdom of God^ ver. 50. he thinks that though the
same flesh and blood may rise frqm the grave, it will then or
afterwards, receive such a change, as will render it spiritual
and incorruptible ; and so, perhaps, when it comes to heaven,
will not be flesh and blood ; or, that it will clothed with such
pn heavenly body as will keep it from a possibility of corruption ; and accordingly he supposes that the apostle is to be understood in this sense, that flesh and blood unchanged and unclothed with its heavenly body, cannot inherit the kingdom of
God ; and that this body with which it shall be invested, will
be thin, aerial, spiritual, bright, and shining ; and, in that respect, may be called celestial.* The reason he assigns why
Jlcsh and blood, namely, such as is subject to corruption here,
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, is, because the flesh may be
cut and divided, and the blood let out, which would subject it
to corruption ; therefore it must be changed, and put on incor-

much
fym/

altered from
seed, as

:

riipiion.

This account of the bodies of the just after the resurrection,
seems, indeed, to be a medium between the two extremes, either
of those who supjx^se that the body shall differ but little from
what it was whilst here on earth, or of others, who conclude
it to be nothing else but an aerial body ; yet it contains several
things taken for granted, without sufficient proof, which I cannot readily give into nevertheless what he farther adds on this
:

•

Tfby tJie bright and shining body, -which this
author speaks of, he intends that it shall be invested -with some rays of glory in the
heareidy stat'', ns many others suppose : this, 1 think, none toill deny since it agrees
veil -with -If lint t!ie apostle says concerning the body's being made like to Christ's i^lorimis body, and also -what the prophet JJaniel says, chap. xii. 2- concerning their
shininp as the brightness of the firmaiTient, and ;is tlie stars; or, as our Saviour
eat/r, Matt. xiii. 43. They shall shine »<= the sun in tlie king'cTom oitheir Father.
ViiJ.

Whitby

in 1 Cor. xv. 44, 50.
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subject 13 undeniably true, viz. that the body, which befoi'e
subject to filth and deformity, is raised in glory and splenthe sun^ Matt, xxiii. 43. That which was
dor, shining'
once vilcy is fashioned like Christ's glorious body^ Phil. iii. 21.
and is freed from all defect or deformity in its members, and

was

Me

from any dishonourable parts. Not subject to weakness by
labour, decays of age, to impotency and wasting by diseases ;
but nimble, strong, active, and that without reiuctancy or molestation, grief, pain, or lassitude ; it is raised a spiritual body,
possessed and acted by the Holy Spirit ; and advanced so far
to the perfection of spirits, as to be free from grossness, ponderosity, from needing rest, sleep, or sustenance, and is fitted
for a spiritual and celestial state in which our bodies shall
wholly serve our spirits, and depend upon them, and therefore
may be styled spiritual. If we stop here, without giving too
much scope to our wit and fancy, in advancing things too high
for us, and confess that we know not, or, at least, but a little
of the affairs of an unseen world ; or, as the apostle says, xvhat
7ve shall be^ Phil. iii. 21. we say enough to give us an occasion
to conclude that it is a glorious and desirable state, and the
change wrought therein, such as fully answers our most raised
expectations, and is agreeable to a state of perfect blessedness.
Thus concerning the condition and circumstances in which the
saints shall be raised.

There is one thing which must not wholly be past ovei-,
which is farther observed in this answer, namely, that the
bodies of the just shall be raised by the Spirit of Christ This
is v/liat the apostle expressly says, If the Spirit of him that raised up jfesusfrom the dead, dwell in you, he that raised up Christ
:

from the dead, shall also quicken ijour mortal bodies by his Spirit
Rom. viii. 11. The bodies of believers,
which were, in this world, the temple of the Holy Ghost, and
were under his divine influence whilst living, shall not cease
to be the objects of his care when dead ; and as an instance of
his regard to them, as v/ell as denoting the subserviency hereof,
to their attaining that complete redemption which Christ has
purchased for them, the Spirit, in a peculiar manner, demonstrates his personal glory in raising them from the dead
Whereas, others are said to be raised only by the power of
that drwelleth in you,

:

Christ.

We

now

consider the circumstances in which the
namelj^ in dishonour ; or, as the prophet Daniel expresses it, to shame and everlasting contempt,
Sotne marks of dishonour shall, doubtless, be impressed on
their bodies, in that they shall be raised with all those natural
blemishes and deformities, which rendered them the object of
contempt. That part which the body bore in tempting the soul
2.

wicked

shall

shall be raised,

;
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reproach ; and when reunited
those habits of sin which were contracted, shall incurably
remain, as well as the tormenting sense of guilt consequent
hereupon, "which exposes them to the wrath of God for ever
so that their resurrection, which renders them immortal, brings
upon them endless misery. And it is said to be brought about
by Christ, as an offended Judge, as the consequence whereof,
they are summoned to his tribunal, who will render to every
one according to his works. Which leads us to consider Christ
as coming to judge the world ; which is that solemn transaction that will immediately follow after the resurrection.
lo sin, shall tend to its everlasting

to

it,

Quest. LXXXVIII. What

shall immediately folkw after the

resurrection?

Answ. Immediately
general and

after the resurrection

shall follow the

judgment of angels and men

; the day and
hour whereof no man knoweth, that all m^y watch and pray,
and be ever ready for the coming of the Lord.

final

|UR Lord

Jesus Christ having finished the work which he
undertook to perform, in gathering in his elect, and bringing that grace which he wrought in them to perfection ; the
only thing then remaining to be done, will be his receiving
them into his immediate presence, to behold hi« glory ; and
banishing others, for ever, from him, with marks of infamy and
detestation.
And, in order hereunto, he will raise the dead,
and give a summons to the whole world of angels and men,
to appear before his tribunal in that day in which he is appointed, by the Father, to judge the world in righteousness ;
which is the subject insisted on in this answer. In speaking
to which, we shall
I. Prove that there shalj be a day of judgment.
II. Consider the person, the character, and the solemnity of
the appearing of the great Judge, to whom this work is com^
mitted.
III.

The

persons to be judged, angels aud men.
in wliich he shall proceed in judging them.

IV. The manner

And,
V. Some circumstances concerning the place where, and
time when this great and awful work shall be performed.

We

the

are to prove that there shall be a day of judgment.
as evident a truth as that there is a providence, or that
(»od is the Governor of the world. Evtry intelligent creature,
wlio is the subject of moral government, affords an argumer.T
ior the proof of this doctrine.
And ticcorJin^ly we naast conI.

This

is
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sider them as under a law which he has
they are to be governed. From hence
duty, and being rendered accountable
as to what concerns our obedience to,

given, as

thact

by which

arises our obligation to
to the great

Lawgiver,

or violation of his lav.-.
And God is obliged, in honoiu', to make a scrutiny into, or
take an account of our behaviour, that it may be known wheth.er we have obeyed or rebelled against him. This is evident
from the concern which the glory of his own perfections has
herein ; and the promises and threatnings annexed to his law,
which he is obliged to fulfil or execute. From whence it follows, that God will display his glory as the Judge of the
world.
This is plainly revealed In scripture ; it v-'as foretold in the
early ages of the world, as contained in the epistle of Jade, in
ver. 14, 15. Behold the Lord cometh zuith ten thousand of his
saints^ to execute judgment upon cdl^ and to convince all that are
ungodly among thera^ of all their ungodlij deeds ^ ivhich they have
ungodly committed^ and of all their hard speeches xvhich ungodly sinners have spoken against him : which words, though they

might have a peculiar relation to the judgment which God
would execute in the destruction of the old world ; yet it is
plain by the application hereof made by the apostle, that it
looks as far as the fmal judgment, which shall be in the end of
time. And this likewise appears from what is said in Eccles.
xii. 14. th^t God shall bring every work into judgment^ -with
every secret things rvhether

be good, or whether

be cviL
in the
present dispensations of his providence, as he is said to be
known by the judgment xvhich he executeth^ Psal. ix. 16. The
visible token of his regard to his saints in this world, as well
us the public and dreadful display of his vengeance poured
forth upon his enemies, proclaim his glory, as God, the Judge

There

of

are, indeed,

many

But inasmuch

all.

it

displays of God's judicial

it

hand

as sin deserves greater punishments than

; and the promises which God has made
encouragement of his people, give them occasion to
look beyond the present scene of affairs ; and especially since
the divine dealings with men, as to what respects outward

what

are inflicted here

for the

things, cannot so clearly be accounted for, while we behold the
righteous oppressed, and m.any of the wicked having, as it
v/ere, more than heart could wish ; this plainly argues, that
there is a time coming when matters will be adjusted; and, as,
the Psalmist says, '
man shall say,' or every one shall have
occasion to say, ' Verily there is a reward for the righteous.;
' verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth,' Psal. Iviii.
11.
Moreover, this doctrine is not only revealed in scripture, but
it is impressed on the consciences of men; which, though they
never took so .'ntich pains to extinguish their apprehension or

A
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That secret
(iread thereof, It is impossible for them to do it.
jcinorse or terror which sinners feel within their own breasts,
which makes them restless and uneasy, especially when they
peiceive themselves to stand on the confines of another world,
is an undeniable argument that there is a future judgment.
What was it that made Btlshazzar's countc7iance to cliange ?
did his thoughts trouble him^ so that the joints of his loins
zv€}-e loosed.^ and his knees smote one against another^ when he

Why

saw the hand-xuriting on the xuall^ in the midst of all his mirth
and jollity ? Dan. v. 6. Was he afraid of the united forces of
the Persians and Medes, who at that time invested the capital
city in which he was ? Did he know that he should be slain before the morning ? That was most remote from his thoughts,
as apprehending himself safe from any danger that might arise
from that quarter. Was he afraid of punishment from men ?
His condition in the world set him above the dread of any
It was only the sense he had of a future judgsucli event.
ment from God, that produced these effects in him. It was this
that made the Heathen governor tremble^, when the apostle rearsoned of righteousness^ temperance^ andjudgment to come^ Act&
xxiv. 25. And when he was disputing with the Athenians,
though they mocked and treated what he said about the resurrection with ridicule
yet none of them had any thing to object against this doctrine that God would judge the ivorld in
.;

righteousness^ chap. xvii. 31.
It may be observed that the doctrine of future rewards and
punishments, as the result of a sentence passed on men after
death, is so often mentioned by heathen-writers, that it is evident they either received by tradition, or understood it by the
light' of nature; though, when they enter into particular explications thereof, we meet with little but what is fabulous and
Some of them suppose the rewards and punishments
trifling.
to be in other bodies, agreeably to the doctrine of the transmi-

Others speak of fictigration of souls, as before-mentioned.
tious lakes and rivers in the other world, where men are doomed to abide, at least, for some time ; though they know nothing
of the day of judgment, or the appearance of the whole world
before Christ's tribunal ; which is a matter of pure revelation *.

We

read in Heathen-iuiHters, of^acus. Minus arid Jiharlamanthvs, as
pass a judgment on every one at death, fix them in their respective places of vesitlente, and determine their rewards and pumshmerits. These are generally
supposed to have lived about J\foses''s time, and arc commended for the exercise of
justice, and making- la-ws, some of which they are suppoaed to have received from heaven; and as tlte 7-etvurd liereof, have t/u; honour, of bein^ judges of men at death,
So/ne have been, ready to conclude that the account which the
conferred upon tliein.
Hiathen give of these three famous law-giv.rs andjudges, is nothing else but a cor.
ruption of a tradition which they had received concerning Jlloses, the great law-giver
to the Israelites, set forth hy different names, i^ith sexwral tfiings falndous added
thereunto.
They who have a mind to see a very learned and critical disquisition on
,

often

appointed

to

Vol.

III.

Z

z
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We

are now to consider the person, character, and so*
II.
lemnity of the appearing of the great Judge, to whom this
work is more especially committed. This is a doctrine that
can be known no other way than by divine revelation. The
light of nature, indeed, discovers to us that God shall judge
the world ; but there is something more than this may be learned from scripture, as well as those circumstances of glory with
which this work shall be performed. Accordingly we read,
1. That the person who is to perform this great work, is the
Lord Jesus Christ ; of whom it is said, he shall yW^e the qxiick
and the dead at his appearing-^ and his kingdom., 2 Tim. iv. 1.
And elsewhere, We must all appear before the judgment-scat of
If we consider his glory as a divine
Christ ; 2 Cor. v. 10.
For as he knoweth all things,
person, he is fit to engage in it.
he can judge the secrets of men, which no mere creature can
do ; and as he has all the other perfections of the divine nature,
he can display and glorify them, in such a way as is necessarj*,
in determining the final estate of men, and rewarding every
one according to his work.
may also observe, that this is a branch of his Mediatorial dignity, and contains in it a part of the execution of his
Kingly office ; it was contained in that commission which he
received of the Father. Thus it is said, that the Father Judgeth no man., John v. 22. that is, not in a visible manner, or by
any delegated power, which he is invested with, * but hath
' committed all judgment to the Son,' and, it is said, he has
* given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is
'
the Son of man,' ver. 27. And to this we may add, that it is
a part of the work which was incumbent on him in the application of redemption, which cannot be said to be brought to
the utmost perfection, till the day of judgment Thus when he
speaks concerning his ' coming in a cloud with power and great
' lift up their heads, inasmuch
* glory
; then he bids his people

We

:

* as their redemption draweth nigh,' Luke xxi. 27, 28.
We
might also add to this, that it was very expedient that he should
judge the world, since he was unjustly judged and condemned
by the world ; therefore the cause must have a second hearing,
that his enemies, at whose bar he once stood, may be fully
convinced, to their eternal confusion, that he was not the per

son they took him to be, that he did not deserve the treatment
insults which he met with fro;n them, when he stood

and rude

—

13. .^nd an fur tic
this subject, man coiistiU Huet Bemonst. Evanff. Prop. iv. § 9
variety of punishments -which these judges injlicted, the lakes and rivers of fire to
ivJiich they are condemned, see Plato's account thereof, translated by Eusebius, in
Prcep. Evang. Lib. x'l. Cap. xxxvii.7oho ildnks that some things mentioned by hiti:,
bear a resemblance to the punishment of sin, -which -zee read of in scripture, -which ht

supposes he received by tradition, from some that -ivere acquainted -with divine re•velatiort, as Ae did marg olhsr things ivhich he speaks of in his -writivgs.
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They asked him

{iB$

* Art thou
which he replied, * I
' am
And ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right
* hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven,'
Mark
64. wherein he applied to himself what the prophet
xi\\ 61
Daniel said concerning him, Dan. vii. 13. and thereby intimated, that this would be the most visible and incontestible proof
of his Mediatorial glory, with which he was invested, as the
Son of man upon which the high-priest rent his slothes, apprehending that he spake blasphemy ; after which they all condemned him to be guilty of death. Therefore it is expedient
that this visible proof of his Sonship and Mediatorial glory
should be given, and that he should perform this great work,
which was incumbent on him, as he gave them to expect. It
is his * coming with clouds, that every eye shall see j' that shall
them which pierced him, and all the kindreds of the
oblige
*
earth,' who set themselves against him, ' to wail because of
* him,'
Rev. i. 7.
It was also necessary that he should judge the world, that he
might publicly vindicate his people, who have been judged and
condemned by the world for his sake ; and that his cause and
interest, which has been trampled on by them, might be defended in the most public and glorious manner, which will afford an everlasting conviction, that he whom men despised,
whose glory was set light by, whose gospel was rejected and
persecuted, is a person worthy of universal honour and esteem. Thus concerning the person who is appointed to judge
the world, and the character in which he shall do it
which

at their tribunal.

*

the Christ, the

Son

ot the blessed

this question,

?'

to

:

—

;

*

:

leads us,

To

consider the solemnity of his appearing, when engaThe work being the most glorious that ever was
performed since the world was created, and the honour redounding to Christ as the result thereof, being the last and
highest degree of his state of exaltation ; it cannot but be supposed that he will appear with those ensigns of majesty and
regal dignity that become his character as the Judge of quick
and dead accordingly we have an account of his ' appearing
in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels,*
Luke ix. 26. His orvn glory respects the rays of his divinity
shining forth ; whereby it will appear, that he has a natural
right to summon the whole world before him. This cannot but
strike a terror into his enemies, and enhance the joy and triumph of his friends, and excite the adoration that is due to so.
glorious a person. His appearing in his Father s glory^ denotes
that this is the highest display of his Mediatorial dignity ; the
reward of his having perfectly fulfilled the commission given
him by the Father, and fully answered the end for which h*:
2.

ging in

it.

:

*•
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incarnate. And his appearing in iht glory of his holy
angels, implies the reverence and homage which they will pay
to him, into whose hands they are given, as ministering spirits,
to fulfil his pleasure, and who always rejoice in the advance-

became

ment of

his

kingdom.

The

angels shall not indeed be employed in raising the dead,
for that is a work too great for finite power ; but we read of
their ministry as subservient to the glory of the solemnity, as
consisting in their appearing with Christ as his retinue ; so it is
said, that he shall * come in his glory, and all the holy angels
"with him,' Matt. xxv. 31. These, indeed make up his train;
but do not convey to^ him the least branch of that glory or cha-^
racter he is invested with : but it is their honour to attend him,
whose servants they are ; their work is to praise and adore him.,
and to shew their readiness to fulfil his pleasure, without desiring to usurp the least branch of his glory.
The first thing they are represented as doing, is, their attending his coming with a shout, or the word of command first given
forth by Christ, and transmitted by them to the whole world,
whereby they shall be summoned to appear before him. This
yhall doubtless be attended with universal joy and triumph expressed by them. And whereas Christ is said to come with the
sound of a trumpet, 1 Thess. iv. 16. this is either to be considered in allusion to the custom of calling the hosts together,
xVhich was by the sound of a trumpet, Num. x. 2. £ifc.* or
else we may understand it in a literal sense, for some sound
like that of a trumpet, which shall be heard throughout the
world, which shall have a tendency to excite the joy and triumph of the saints, and to strike terror into the wicked. And
as this trumpet gives an alarm to all to appear before Christ's
tribunal; the angels are represented as assisting in bringing
them thither. It is by them that the saints which remain alive,,
^'hall be caught up with others in the clouds to meet the Lord in
ike air, 1 Thess, iv. 17. and they are said to gather together
the elect from the four ivinds,from one end of the heaven to the:
other. \ And elsewhere, our Saviour, speaking of the end of the
7vorld, which he calls the harvest, represents the angels as
reapers. Matt. xiii. 39. which he explains as denoting that at
the end of the -world the angels shall come forth, and sever the
'cuicked from among the just, ver, 49. which plainly intimates
•

See

\
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fioever th^ij are supposed, by some, to be

common sense of

those luords;

and Iww far

taken in afignrative sense, for the preach-

ing of the gospel ihrovghovt the -whole ivorld, after the destrvction of the Jeioish state ^
zvhich some have supposed, is pi-incipaliy intended by ivhat is mentioned in the foregoing verses ; yet most conclude that several ihiiigs i7i this account of Christ's glorimis appearance, are not itiitliont some aUvsion, at least to ivhat shall be move etniiii'iitly acLVinj/Hshed, vihtn he shall coiiie to judgment.
'
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And inasmuch as
must he a separation between them and the wicked, so

that they are to gather the elect together.

there

that one shall be set at Christ's right hand, the other at his left;
it is more than probable, shall be done by the ministry

this, as

angels, chap. xxv. 32. And then the Judge is represented
as sitting- on his thro7ie^ ver. 31. this is called elscAvhere a judgment-seat, agreeable to his character as a judge ; and it is here
styled his throne, as expressive of the majesty and royal digol"

nity with wliicli he shall perform this great work. Which
leads us,
III. To consider the persons who are to be judged, things
being thus prepared for it ; and these are said to be angels and
men, i. e. all who are summoned to appear before Christ's tribunal. Whether the holy angels are included in the number of
those whom Christ will judge, it is not safe for us to pretend
to determine, since scripture is silent as to this matter. That
they are the subjects of moral government is evident, because
they are intelligent creatures ; and it follows from hence, that
they are accountable to God for their behaviour as such. It is
also certain, that they are employed by our Saviour, in fulfill''
ing his pleasure ; and pursuant thereto, they are sent forth by
him to minister to the heirs of salvation^ Heb. i. 14. and upon
this account it may not be reckoned foreign to the work of the

day, for Christ to give a public testimony to their faithfulness
in the discharge of every work which has been committed to
them ; especially since the saints, who, in some respects, may
be said to have been their charge and care, have received no
small advantage from the good offices which they have performed for them by Christ's appointment but more than this,
I think, cannot be determined, with respect to their being judged by Christ. Therefore, many conclude, that, properly speaking, they are not included in the number of those that shall be
judged by him ; and that either because they arc represented
as attending him, when he comes to judgment; and are never
spoken of as standing before his tribunal, as persons whose
cause is to be tried by him ; or because they are considered, as
long before this confirmed in holiness and happiness, and as
beholding the face of God in heaven and consequently not to
be dealt with as those who are to undergo a farther scrutiny,
in order to their having, a new sentence passed upon them.
As to %vhat respects the fallen angels, they are to be brought
as criminals before Christ's tribunal, in order to his passing a
righteous sentence upon them. Whether the charge of their
apostacy from God, shall be again renewed, and hereby sin
traced to the very first spring and fountain of it, we, know not:
but all the guilt that they have contracted since they they were,
by a former sentence, cast out of heaven, shall be laid to their
:

;
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charge all that they have done againat the interest of God hi
the world, begun in the seduction of our first parents, and continued ever since, with all those methods of revenge and subtilty whereby they have opposed the kingdom of Christ in the
world, and endeavoured to ruin his people, will be alleged
against them, as well as the bold attempt they made on him in
his own Person, whilst he was in a state of humiliation. Thus
the fallen angels, though represented as cast down to hell, are
yet said to be delivtred into chains of darkness^ and reserved
unto judgment^ 2 Pet. ii. 4. Jude, ver. 6. This they are, at present, apprehensive of, and are accordingly said tQ tremble^ Jam,
ii. 19. at the fore-thoughts of it: it may also be inferred from
what they said to our Saviour, Art thou come to torment us before the time^ Matt. viii. 29. and, as the result hereof, it is said,
that the devil -was cast into the lake offire and brimstone^ Rev.
XX. 10. i. e, adjudged to endure a greater degree of torment ii>
proportion to the increase of his guilt.
:

But that which is more particularly insisted on in scripture,
which we are immediately concerned, is what relates to men,
as those who are to be judged by Christ. This is set forth in
in

universal terms ; the apostle says. We must all appear before
the judgment-seat cf Christy that every one tnay receive the
things done in his body^ according to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. men of all ranks and conditions,
small and great Rev. xs. 12. quick and dead 2 Tim. iv. 1. i. e.
those who died before, or shall be found alive at his coming,
the righteous and the ivicked, Eccl. iii. 17. and among these,
not only them that have lived under the gospel-dispensation ;
but others, who have had no other light but that of nature ; As
many as have sinned without lazv, shall also perish without law,
Rom. ii. 12.
have no account, indeed, in scripture, of their
being adjudged to eternal life, for their doing, by nature, some
things that are contained in the law ; to suppose this, is to be
wise above what is Avritten ; and, indeed, it seems contradictory
to those scriptures v/hich assert the necessity of faith in Christ
to salvation ; but these are generally described as suffering
punishment proportioned to their works. Thus we read of the
-inen of Nineveh, Matt. xii. 41. the queen of the South, ver. 42.
'he hihabitarits of Tyre and Sidon, chap. xi. 22. and those of
Sodom and Gomorrah, ver. 24. as appearing in judgment^ and
exposed to a less degree of punishment than those that sinned
against greater light ; but there is not the least intimation given
<^f their being discharged from condemnation. Our Saviour, indeed, speaks of the ' servant which knew his master's will, and
^

We

prepared not himself to do according to it, who should be
'beaten wi'^h many stripes,' i. e, exposed to a greater condemn&rion ; nevcrtheiftcF^ he, at the SArn-e time, intimate^ that the

""
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strvunt xvho did not knoxv^ i. e. who sinned under greater disadvantages for want of gospel-revelation, even he should be
beaten ivithfeiu stripes ; or adjudged to suffer a less degree of

punishment.

The Pelagians, indeed, have endeavoured not only to exempt
the Heathen from the consequences cf this judgment; but some
have insinuated as though they were not concerned in it at all
thus one * supposes, that the persons who arc represented as
appearing at Christ's tribunal, Matt, xxv, and sentenced, by
him, according to their works, are only those who made a profession of the Christian religion. And the principal argument
that he brings to support this opinion is, because they, on whom
a sentence of condemnation is passed, are accused of not ministering to Christ's members, which is interpreted as not giving him meat, when he was hungry, or drink when he was
thirsty, ^c. which charge could :aot have been brought against
those that never heard of Christ ; or if it had, they might have
excused themselves by alleging that it was impossible for them
to shew this respect to him whom they never knev/. But to
this it may be replied, that though our Saviour's design here,
is to aggravate the condemnation of those who sinned under
the gospel, and to charge some with crimes of the highest nature ; yet there is nothing mentioned, exclusive of others, so as
to give occasion to suppose that the judgment of the great day
will respect only those who have set under the sound of the
gospel. Therefore we have ground to conclude, that as the resurrection of the dead will be universal ; so all that have lived,
or shall live, from the beginning to the end of time, shall be
the subjects of the judicial proceedings in that solemn and awful day ; which leads us to consider,
IV. The manner in which Christ shall proceed in judging
the world. It is evident, that the design of this glorious transaction is to determine the final state of all men, which will be
done in a public and visibk manner, that it may appear that
the Judge of all does right this dilfers very much from that
particular judgment that is passed on every one at death; in
which, though their state be unalterably determined, yet it is
not done in an open and visible manner ; but with a design that
the cause snould be tried again in that day which is appointed
for it. The account we have in scripture, of the manner in
which this shall be done, bears some resemblance to the proceedings in human courts of judicature ; accordingly the day
is set in which causes are to be tried ; the Judge appears with
the ensigns of his authority; and being seated on the tribunal,
the persons to be tried appear before him; the cause is heard;
and since all are to be judged according to law, the law is sup:

•
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posed to be known, or the particular statute, which is the rule
of judgment, must be produced; and whatever charge is to be
brought against any one, it is drawn up in the form of an indictment, and supported by sufficient evidence, and the persons
hereupon acquitted or condemned. In allusion hereunto we
read of Christ's appearing in a visible manner, seated on a
throne of judgment; or, as it is expressed, of the Son ofman^
as appearing -with all the holy angels xvith him; and his sitting
upon the throne of his glory, and all nations being gathered before hifHy Matt. XXV. 31, 32. the Judgment seat, and the books
opened, Dan. vii. 26. Rev. xx. 12.

The righteous, who are a part of those that shall stand before Christ^s tribunal, shall be separated from the wicked ; the
former placed at his right hand, the latter at his left. With
respect to the wicked, an indictment shall be brought in, in
which they shall be charged with the violation of the holy law

of God, with all the aggravating circumstances thereof, the
subject-matter of which is contained in the books that are said
to be opened. And this charge shall be supported by evidence;
in which case men shall be witnesses against one another, so
far as they have been apprised of each other's behaviour, or
immediately concerned therein and it is not improbable, that
since the holy angels are conversant in this lower world, as
they are sometimes represented as being present in worshipping assemblies, 1 Cor. xi. 10. and observing the actions of
men, 1 Tim. v. 21. that they shall appear as evidences against
the wicked. And it may be farther observed, that the Judge
himself will be a witness against the criminals, which is not
usual in human courts of judicature ; though it does not savour
of the least injustice : thus it is said, ' I will come near to you
* to judgment; and I will be a sv/ift witness against the sor* cerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers,
* and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the
*
widow and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger
* from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts,' Mai.
iii. 5. The divine Omniscience will put, the charge out of all
manner of doubt; from whence there can be no appeal ; since
it is impossible for God, either to be deceived himself, or to
:

,

deceive others.
But besides
science,

this, there shall

whereby persons

also be the testimony of con-

shall stand self-convicted

condemn them,'

as well as

;

their

God, who

'

own

greater
hearts shall
than their hearts,' 1 John iii. 20. Thus it is said, that ' the con* sciences of men bear witness, and their thoughts, in the mean
* while, accuse or else excuse one another, in the day when
* God shali judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ;' and accordingly * every mouth shall be stopped, and aU the world' of
*

is
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the ungodly ' become guilty,' Rom. ii. 15, 16. or appear, by
their own conftssion, to be so, before God^ chap. iii. 19. And in
order hereunto, there siliall be a particular dispensation of providence, whereby those sins which have been long since forgotten, shall be brought to remembrance this seems intimated
in our Saviour's words in the parable ; ' Son, remember that
:

thou in thy life-time receivedst thy good things,' &?c. Luke
and also in God's netting- the iiiiquitieii of sinners in
order before their eyes, Psal. 1. 21. and this will have a greater
tendency to support the charge, than ten thousand witnesses.
As to the things that shall be brought into judgment, or be
charged, and proved upon them ; these are mentioned in a very
particular manner, as it is said, ' God shall bring every work
* into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or
* whether it be evil,' Eccl. xii. 14.
And elsewhere, he is represented as * executing judgment upon all, and convincing all
* that are ungodly of all their ungodly deeds, which they have
ungodly committed, and of all their iiard speeches which un* godly sinners have spoken against him,' Jude, ver. 15. And
our Saviour particularly intimates, Matt. xxv. 42, 43. that their
behaviour, under the means of grace, shall be enquired into,
and what they have done against him, and his interest in the
world, alleged against them.
But now we are speaking concerning those matters which
shall be produced in judgment against the wicked, it may be
enquired ; whether the smallest sins committed by them, shall
be brought into judgment against them ? This seems to be intimated by our Saviour, when he says, that ' every idle word
* that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the
* day of judgment,' chap. xii. 36. on which some take occasion
to complain of the severity of the divine dispensations, as
though it was intended hereby, that persons shall be condemned to suffer eternal punishments for a vain thought but to
this it may be replied, that no one will bring this as an objection against the methods of the divine proceedings in the great
day, who duly considers the infinite evil of sin ; or, that the
least sin deserves a sentence of banishment from God, as it is

*

xvi. 25.

*•

;

an

affront to his sovereignty,

and opposite to

his holiness.

How-

ever let it be considered that no person in the world shall have
reason to complain that he is separated from God, or rendered
eternally miserable, only for a vain thought, or a sin of infirmity, as though he had been guilty of nothing else theTefore,
when our Saviour says, that * every idle word shall come into
judgment,' the meaning is, that this shall tend to fill up the
measure of their iniquity ; so that the punishments which they
shall be exposed to, shall be for this, in conjunction with all
Other sins. Everv sin brings guilt with it; and all sins taken
:

Vol.

III.

3

A

;

OF THE FINAL jlJDGMENT.

570

together, smaller, as well as greater, enhance the guilt : therefore, our Saviour's meaning is this, that every sin exposes men
to a degree of condemnation, in proportion to the aggravation
thereof: though they v/hich are of a more heinous nature,

bring with them a greater degree of condemnation. Thus concerning the charge brought against the wicked.
The next thing to be considered is, the trial of the righteous,
who are said to stand before Christ's judgment-seat. Here it
may be observed, that no indictment shall be brought against
them, at least, with the judge's approbation ; for they have been
before this acquitted and discharged, when brought into a justified state ; and therefore, as the consequence hereof, nowc, as
the apostle says, shall lay any thing to their charge^ since it
is God that jiistifeth^ Rom. viii. 33. If any thing be alleged
against them by the enemies of God, who loaded them with
reproach, and laid many things to their charge in this world,
of which some have been just, and othtrs unjust and malicious
I sa}/, if these things should be suffered to be alleged
against them, the great and merciful Judge will appear as an
advocate for, and vindicate them from those charges which are
ungrounded ; and will farther allege, as a foundation of their
discharge from the guilt of all others, that he has made a full
atonement for them ; upon which account, Avhen they are sought
for, they shall not be found in judgment, or charged upon them
to their shame, confusion, or condemnation ; but they shall be
pronounced righteous, as interested in Christ's righteousness
and this shall be evinced by his producing those graces which
4re inseparably connected with, though not the foundation of
their justification, that so the method of the divine proceedings,
in this respect, may be vindicated, and it may appear, that as
it is said, without holiness no one shall see the Lord ; so these
are holy, and thert-fore they have this internal quality, which
denotes them such whom God designed to save : this I take to
be the meaning of that expression of our Saviour to the righteous, when he pronounces them blessed, and invites tliem to
come and inherit the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the -world : for I ivas cm hungred and ye gave me
meat; I was thirsty and ye gave me drink^ &c. Matt. xxv. 34,
S3, where the word for is taken demonstratively, and, not
casually ; and denotes that they were such who might expect
to be admitted to this honour and blessedness, as having those
marks and characters of his children upon them, to which the
promise of salvation was annexed ; not as though any thing
done by them was the cause of it. From hence it appears, that
the graces of God's people shall be published before angels
and men, to the praise of the glory of him who was the author
of them.
:

.
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But there is a difficult question which is proposed by some,
namely, whether the sins of God's people shall he published in
the great day ; though it is certain they shall not be alleged
against them to their condemnation ? This is one of the secret
things which belong to God, which he has not so fully or clearly
revealed to us in his word ; and therefore we can say little more
than what is matter of conjecture about it. Some have thought
that the sins of the godly, though forgiven, shall be made manifest, that so the glory of that grace which has pardoned them,
may appear more illustrious, and their obligation to God for
this, farther enhanced. They also think that the justice of the
proceedings of that day, requires it ; since it is presumed and
known by the whole world, that they were prone to sin, as well
as others; and, before conversion, as great sinners as any; and
after it their sins had a peculiar aggravation
therefore, why
should not they be made public, as a glory due to the justice
and holiness of God, and being infinitely opposite to all sin?
And this they farther suppose to be necessary, that so the impartiality of divine justice may appear. Moreover, since God
by recording the sins of his saints in scripture, has perpetuated
:

the knowledge thereof; and if it is to their honour that the sins
there mentioned were repented of, as well as forgiven, why
may it not be supposed that the sins of believers shall be made
known in the great day ? And besides, this seems agreeable to
those expressions of every word, and every action, as being to
be .brought into judgment; whether it be good, or whether it
be bad, as in the scripture before-mentioned.
But it is supposed by others, that though the making known
of sin that is subdued and forgiven, tends to the advancement
of divine grace ; yet it is sufficient to answer this end, as far as
God designs it shall be answered, that the sins which have been
subdued and forgiven, should be known to themselves, and this
forgiveness afford matter of praise to God. Again, the expressions of scripture, whereby forgiveness of sin is set forth, are
such as seem to argue, that those sins which were forgiven,
shall not be made manifest; thus they are said to be blotted
out, Isa. xliii. 25. cove7-ed, Psal. xxxii. 1. subdued, and cast mto
the depths of the sea, Micah vii. 19.. and remembered ?io more^
&c. Jer. xxxi. 34. Besides, Christ's being a Judge, doth not
divest him of the character of an advocate, whose part is rather to conceal the crimes of those whose cause he pleads, than
to divulge them. And to this we may add, that the law which
requires duty, and forbids the contrary sins, is not the rule by
which they who are in Christ, are to be proceeded against;,
for then they could not stand in judgment; but they are dealt
with according to the tenor of the gospel, which forgives and
cavers all sin. And funhennore it is argued, that the public

OF THE FINAL JUDGMENT.

372

declaring of all their sins before the whole world, notwithstanding their interest in forgiving grace, would fill them with
such shame, as is hardly consistent with a state of perfect
blessedness. And lastly, the principal argument insisted on, is,
that our Saviour in Matt. xxv. in which he gives a particular
account of the proceedings of that day, makes no mention of
the sins, but only commends the graces of his saints. Such-like
arguments as these are alleged to prove that it is probable the
sins of the saints shall not be exposed to public view, in the
great day. But after all that has been said, it is safest for us
not to be too peremptory in determining this matter, lest, by
preteiiding to be wise beyond what is clearly revealed in scripture, we betray our own folly, and too bold presunvption, or
assert that which is not right of this glorious Judge. Thus concerning the method in which Christ shall proceed in judging
are now led to consider,
the world.
V. Some circumstances relating to the place where, and the
time when, this great and awful work shall be performed, at
least, so far as it is convenient for us to enquire into this matter, without giving too much scope to a vain curiosity, or de-

We

be wise above what is written. And,
to the place; it does not seem probable that it shall
be upon the surface of the earth ; because we read, that they
xvhick are found alive at Christ's coming, shall be caught up together xv'ith them^ that is, the others who are raised from tlie
the clouds^ to meet the Lord in the air ; which immedead,
diately follows after the account which the apostle ^ives of the
Lord's descending frofn heaven ivith a shoiit^ with the voice of
the arch-angel^ and with the trump of God^ 1 Thes. iv. 16, 17.
which is the signal to be given of the immediate appearance of
the Judge therefore, their being caitght up in the clouds, denotes that Christ shall judge the world, in some place above
this earth \ otherwise they must be supposed to be caught up
thither, and afterwards obliged to descend from thence, to the
place from whence they were taken, to be judged ; which does
not seem probable. This is all that we dare assert, concerning
the place where this great and solv^mn transaction shall be performed.
And I the rather observe this^ because some are of opinion,
that the valley of Jehoshaphat is designed to be the place, from
the application of that prediction mentioned in the prophet Joel,
in chap. iii. 2. I will gather all nations^ and will bring them
down into the valley of Jehoshaphat^ and will plead with them
there for my people : * but that seems to be a prophesy of some
sire to
1.

As

m

:

'
* Of this opinion -zvere some among the Papists, and particularly Cornefii/s a Lapide, Vid. ^Jusd. cnmtncnt in Loc. who describes it as a place situnte at the foot of the
mount of Olives, ii or near the place r^'here our Saviour loas in Aj'i agony betrayed

;

F

THE FINAL JUDGMENT.

373

which the church should gain over its enemies
which shall have its accomplishment before Christ come to
judgment, and be no less remarkable than that which God
gave Jehosliaphat over the Moabites, Ammonites, and the inhabitants of mount Seir, mentioned in 2 Chron. xx. upon which
occasion the place where it was obtained, was called the vatlcif
of Bcrachah^ which signifies blessing and the prophet does not
seem by the valley of jehoshaphat^ to point out any particular
place known by that name ; but rather to allude to the signification of the word, as importing the judgment of the Lord :
so that nothing else is intended by it but that God shall, in the
latttr day, probably when those scriptures shall have had their
accomplishment, which relate to the conversion of the Jews, execute some remarkable judgment against the heathen, amongst
whom they were scattered. Therefore it cannot, with the least
shadow of justice, be argued from hence, that this is the place
where all nations of the earth shall be gathered to judgment.
Besides, some have observed, that how great soever this valley
inay be, it is not large enough to hold the vast multitudes that
shaJl be convened on this occasion.
As to what concerns the time when Christ shall judge the
world; this is called, in scripture, a day^ Acts xvii. 31. not to
signify that the whole work shall be performed in that space
of time, which we generally call a day ; for that can hardly be
sufficient for the performing the many things that are to be
done in it. Some have thought that the whole process shall
take up no less than a thousand years ; and suppose, that the
apostle Peter intimates as much, when speaking concerning the
day of judgment, he says. One day is xuith the Lord as a thousand years., and a thousand years as one day^ 2 Pet. iii. 8. Thus

signal victory

:

the excellent
and

Mr. Mede understands

that scripture

:
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but since

by Judas, into the hands of his enemies. Therefore this -will be, according to him, the fittest place for him to execute Judgment vpon them, and to appear in
this triumphant and glorious manner, in order thereunto. And this is mentioned by
vinny Jeviish -writers, -who maintained it. Thus the author of the Chaldee Paraphrase on Canticles viii. 5. speaks to this purpose, that the dead shall be raised, and
ilfliver-etl

the mountain of Olives shall be cleft, and all the dead of Israel shall come out from
thence ; and tfiat the Jtist, who died in the captivity, and consequently vere not buried in or near that place, shall come through the caverns oftjte earth, that they may
here arise to judgment. And several Rabbinical writers give into this chimera

which is also mentioned in both the Talmuds. And many of the modern Jenvs, as it
observed by some late travellers into the holy land, are so fond of burying their dead
in or near tliis place, that they might not have far to come under the earth, -when they
rise from the dead, and must appear here at the day of judgment, that they pay a
certain sum of money for the privilege of burying t/ieir dead therein. See Body on
the resurrection.
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Comment, apocal. page 662. and his remains, chap. li.
by some others, and the learned Gale, in his court
of the. Gentiles, Part J. Book iii. chap. vii. Page 78. speaks of some Jezvish tvritern
as maintaining, that the -ivorld shall continue 6000 years ; and from thence to th»
^OOOth shall be th^ day ofjudgment. And hr 0lfe mentions tltii an an opinion -ivhic^
f See his -works. Lib.
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more clearly explained by other scriptures, speaking to the same purpose, I dare not be too peremptory in giving into this opinion ; but would rather conclude, that the time
of the continuance thereof, is called a daij^ as denoting a season appointed for the dispatch of a work, whether it be longer
or shorter. Thus Christ calls that season, in which the gospel
was preached to the Jews, their day^ Luke xix. 42. And therefore it is the safest way for us to acknowledge this to be a secret which belongs not to us to enquire into.
As to the time when Christ shall come to judgment, or when
this glorious day shall begin, that is also considered, not only
as a matter kept secret from us, but from all creatures
thus
our Saviour, speaking concerning it, says, ' Of that day and
' hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but mv
* Father only,' Matt. xxiv. 36. This is particularly intimated
in the answer we are explaining; and the reason assigned why
it is kept secret from us, viz. that all may watch and pray, and
be ready for the coming of the Lord ; which is certainly a matter of the highest importance ; and it is evident, that if God
had either revealed the time of Christ's coming to judgment,
or let men know how long they should continue in this world,
before that judgment, wiiich is past on all at death, it might
have given occasion to the corruption of our nature, to have
put off all thoughts about it, till it was at hand : therefore our
Saviour, in wisdom, as well as kindness to his people, has represented his coming under the similitude of a thief in the
nighty 2 Thes. v. 2. and accordingly says, Therefore he ye also
ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man Cometh^ Matt. xxiv. 44. Thus concerning the day of judgment. As
to what respects the consequence hereof, and the sentence which
shall be pronounced on the righteous and the wicked, that is
the subject-matter of the two following answers.
All that I shall add at present is, some practical inferences
from this doctrine of Christ's coming to judgment.
(l.) What has been observed concerning Christ's coming to
judge the world in his own glory, and that of his Father, and
of his holy angels, should fill us with high and honourable
thoughts of him ; and since the angels reckon it an honour to
attend him as ministering spirits in that great day, this should
excite in us an holy ambition to approve ourselves his servants
in all things, and to account it our honour that he will esteem
us such.
*
(2.) Since Christ at his coming to judgment, will bring all
things to light, and impartially state and try the cause of every
one, who shall be rewarded according to their works ; this
this 13 not

:

Plato had received by conversing loith some of them ; and conchtdes, that
great Flatonick year, ivhich is mentioned by him and his folloivers.

this is
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sliould silence, and fence against, all unbelieving thoughts,
"which may arise in the minds of men, concerning the seemingly unequal distributions of providence, in God's dealing
with the righteous and the wicked, as to what respects the outward affairs of life, and make us easy, though we know not
his design in the various afflictive providences wherewltii we
are exercised ; since we are not to expect those blessings here,
wlilch he has reserved for his people, at Christ's appearing to
if he is pleased to bestow upon us hereafter,
have the highest reason to admire his wisdom,
goodness, and faithfulness, in the whole method of his providential dealings with us.
(3.) This doctrine tends to reprove the atheism and profaneness of those, who make a jest of, or scoff, at the day of judgment : like those the apostle Peter mentions, whom he calls

judgment; which,

we

shall then

scojfns^ xcalking' after their oxvn lusts^ and sayings Where is
the proviise of his coming P for since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they xuerefrorn the beginning of the creation,
2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. It also reproves those who abuse the day of
God's patience ; and because his coming to judgment is delayed, take occasion to commit the vilest crimes. Thus our Saviour speaks of some as doing, and intimates that he will come
in a

day

zvhefi

they look not for him, and shall cut them asunder,
their portion ivith hypocrites. Matt. xxiv.

and appoint them
48—51.

(4.) This doctrine should stir us up to universal holiness,
and the greatest circumspection and diligence in the service of

God ; as the apostle says, when speaking concerning Christ's
coniing to judgment, with those displays of terrible majesty
that shall attend it, ivhat manner of persons ought rue to be, in
all holy conversation and godliness, looking for, and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12.
(5.) Since we expect that Christ will judge the world at the
last day, it behoves us to be often judging and trying ourselves,
examining how matters stand between God and us ; and whether
we behave ourselves in such a way as that we may be meet for
Christ's coming, and have boldness in the day of judgment; as
the apostle says, Jfrve ivould judge ourselves, xve should not be
judged, 1 Cor. xi. 31. that is, with the judgment of condemnation.
(6.)

It is

an inexpressible advantage

upon good grounds,

when we can conclude,

Judge is our Friend, our
living and dying, we shall be

that this great

Saviour, our Advocate, and that,
in him ; for then, though he come in such a way as will
strike the utmost terror and confusion into his enemies, we
shall be found of him in peace
and the consequence of thi<;

found

:
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day's solemnity shall be our admission into his immediate presence, and being for ever blessed therein.

Quest.

LXXXIX. What

shall be done to the

wicked at

the-

day of judgment P

Answ. At

judgment the wicked shall be set on
ha»d ; and upon clear evidence, and full convic-

the day of

Christ's left

own consciences, shall have the fearful, but just
sentence of condemnation pronounced against them ; and
thereupon shall be cast out trom the favourable presence of
God, and the glorious fellowship with Christ, his saints, and
all his holy angels, into hell, to be punished with unspeakable torments both of body and soul, with the devil ahd his
angels for ever.
tion of their

HAVING, under
as

the last answer, taken a view of Christ,

judgment ; and the whole world as seated
the wicked on his left hand, and the righteous

coming

to

at his tribunal,
on his right ; the

books opened, the cause tried, and the evidence produced ; we are now to consider the sentence that will
be past on each of them, together with the consequences thereof: and particularly we have an account in this answer, of a
sentence of condemnation, pronounced against the wicked, and
the punishment inflicted on them, pursuant thereunto; which
our Saviour expresses in words full of dread and horror ; Then
shall he say unto them on the left handy Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting fire y prepared for the devil and his angels ;
o7id these shall go away into everlasting punishment^ Matt. xxv.
41, 45. This includes in it an eternal banishment and separation from him, in whose favour there is life. As sin is the object of his detestation, it being contrary to the holiness of his
nature, they who are found in open rebellion against him, shall
not stmid in his sighty Psal. v. 5. As they did not desire his
special and gracious presence, which his saints always reckoned
their chief joy, in this world; they shall be deprived of it in
the next. And when they are commanded to depart from him,
they arc described as cursed^ that is, bound over to suffer all
those punishments which the vindictive justice of God will inflict, that are contained in those threatenings which are denounced by his law that they have violated, and sent down into
hell, to be punished with unspeakabe torments, both in body
and soul, with tl>e devil and his angels, for ever. Accordingly
there are three things to be considered, relating to the punisnment of sinners in another world, tiamely, the kind thereof, its
degree, and eternal dmation-

:;
y
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1. As to the kind of punishment ; that is generally considered in two respects, namely, the punishment of loss and sense.
1. Concerning the punishment of loss. This contains in it a
Separation from God, the fountain of blessedness ; a being destitute of every thing that might administer comfort to them
and, as the consequence hereof, they are deprived not only of
fellowship with Christ, but with his saints. Not that they were
ever the objects of their love or delight, but, on the other hand,

conversation Avas distasteful and burdensome ; especially
it was in itself most savoury and spiritual
nevertheless,
it is reckoned to be one ingredient in their misery, as our Saviour expresses it, when he speaks of the workers of iniquity
as first commanded to depart from him^ Luke xiii. 2r, 28. and
then tells them, Te shall see Abraham^ and Jsaac^ and yacoby
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God^ and yon youjsclvcs
thrust out: where the happiness of others is considered as what
will raise their envy, and prove a torment to them.
2. There is the punishment of sense
this is set forth by
those unspealiable torments to be endured both in soul and
body; and because no pain is so exquisite as that which is occasioned by fire, it is therefore called unquenchable and evejlastiyigfirc\ Matt. iii. 12. chap. xxv. 41. As for that enquiry
which some make, whether the fire be elementary or material,
like that -which is in this world, it savours more of curiositv
than what tends to real advantage : and since it is called a
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels, some have a littlf^
hesitated about this matter, as concludihg it impossible for material fire to affect spirits ; but I am not desirous to enter too
far into this disquisition. It is, indeed, a hard matter for us to
determine whether, or how far a spirit is capable of the punishment of sense, any otherwise than, as, by reason of its union
with the body, it has an afflictive sensation of the evils which
that immediately endures; and therefore, sonrte have thought,
that when we read of the fire of hell, it is to be taken in a metaphorical sense, to denote those punishments which are most
exquisite, and have a tendency to torment both soul and body
in different respects. The soul is to be tormented as the wrath
of God has an immediate access to it, to make it miserable
and though this cannot be styled the punishment of sense in
the same respect as that is of which the body is the more immediate subject ; yet if we take the word sense, as importing
an intellectual perception of those miseries that it undergoes,
v/hereby it is made uneasy, and in a moral sense, subject to
pain, as we sometimes speak of the pain of the mind, as wellas that of the body, then it may be said to endure the punishment of sense, thougli it be in a spiritual substance.
tlieir

when

:

:
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There are various ways by which the wrath of God may
have access to the soul, to make it miserable ; and this punishment is sometimes compared to fire, as it is beyond expression
dreadful ; and accordingly God, when inflicting it, is styled, A
consuming- Jire, Heb. xii. 29. and his Jealous?^ is said elsewhere
to burn like jire^ Psal. Ixxix. 5. Therefore, some have described the punishment of sin in hell, as including in it the insupportable weight of the wrath of God lying on the consciences
of men, and sinking them into perdition ; whereby it appears to
be a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God^ Heb.
X. 31. A judicious divine considers this as the effect of God's
immediate presence, as a sin-revenging Judge and therefore
understands that text, in which it is said, They shall be punished
'with everlasting destruction^ frotn the presence of the Lord^ 2
Thes. i. 9. not as denoting an exclusion from his comforting
presence, which is an undoubted truth, and the more generally
received sense thereof; but he speaks of the presence of God,
as well as his power, as the immediate cause of their destruc',

tion

;

in like

manner as when the Psalmist joins both these
when he says. Who hioxveth the power of thine
xc. 11. and it seems most agreeable to the gram-

ideas together,

anger, Psal.
matical construction of the words.* This

which

is

more immediately adapted

As for the punishment of sense,

is

that

punishment

souU
which the body
to the

shall endure,
be compared unto fire, as containing in it some effects, not unlike to those produced by fire ; or, whether it only
signifies that the punishment shall be most exquisite, as no pain
is so terrible as that which is the effect of fire, I will not pretend to determine. There are, indeed, other expressions by

whether

it

which

it is set forth in scripture, as well as fire, viz. cutting'
asunder, Matt. xxiv. 51. tearing in pieces, Psal. 1. 22. droivning
men in destruction and perdition, 1 Tim. vi. 9. a being bound
hand and foot, and cast into outer darkness. Matt. xxii. 13. or,
into a furnace of fire, chap. xiii. 42. or, a lake of pre burning
xvith brifnstone. Rev. xix. 20. some of which are, doubtless,
metaphorical expressions, by which the punishment of sin is
set forth ; but w hether they are all so we must not be too positive in determining however, some suppose they are, because
the glory of heaven is described by the metaphors of streets of
gold, gates ofpearl, Rev. xxi. 21. rivers of pleasure, &c. Psal.
:

on by Dr. Goodiuin, in his icorks, Vol. III. Hook xiii.
seem ve^ifjust, viz. that niro is causal here, as -well
tis in many other scriptures ivhich he refers to : and his strongest argument to prove
that it is to be take?! so
this verse, is, because, us he observes, clto must be applied
to the glory of his power, as well as to his presence so that if it denotes a separation from the one, it must also detiote a separation from the other ; -whereas no op.Q
supposes that tJds punishment consists in a .^paration from the poiver of Cod, b'yt
that it is to be considered as the effect thereof.
*

See

this largely insisted

Ifit critical

remarks in chap.

ii.

m

;

or
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metaphorically described,
Heb. xii. 29. Therefore,
as the glory of heaven is represented by metaphors, denoting
that it is inconceivably great ; so, if we suppose that the punishment of sin in hell, is set forth by metaphorical ways of speaking, we cannot from hence, in all respects, take an estimate of
the quality thereof; nevcrthelese we must conclude in general
from such-like expressions, by which it is represented, that it
is inexpressibly terrible, such as respects both soul and body,
which is called, as has been observed in different respects, the
punishment of sense. Which leads us,
II. To consider this punishment, as to the degree thereof,
which is generally described as being various, in proportion to
the aggravations of sin committed ; accordingly they who have
sinned under the gospel-dispensation, are considered as exposed
to a greater degree of punishment than others who have not
had those advantages. Thus the apostle says. Of how much
iorer punish?neni shall he be thought xvorthy^ who hath trodden
under foot the Son ofGody chap. x. 29. And our Saviour speaking concerning the Scribes and Pharisees, who were notorious
hypocrites, whose religion was no more than a pretence, and
made subservient to the vilest practices, tells them, that they
ahoidd receive the greater damnation^ Matt, xxiii. 14. that is, a
jrreater degree of punishment, as they had contracted greater
guilt than others
and the apostle speaks of some who had had
great advantages through the riches of God''s goodness and forbearance towards them, but yet were impenitent^ and hardened
in sin ; these, says he, treasure up unto themselves wrath against
the day of xvrath^ Rom. ii. 5. that is, add greater degrees to
the punishment which they shall endure in another world.
III.
are to consider the punishment, v;hich sinners are
liable to in the world to come, as to its duration, in which respect, it shall be without intermission, and eternal. That there
shall be no relaxation of punishment, may be proved from what
our Saviour says in the parable ; in which the rich man^ who
was tormented in flames, could not obtain one drop ofxvater to
cool his tongue^ Luke xvi. 26. Thus we read of those who are
said to drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured
out xvitliout mixture, into the cup of his indignation; and that
the smoke of their torment ascendeth for ever and ever ; and that
theij have no rest day nor night. Rev. xiv. 10, 11. And our
Saviour speaks of the two main ingredients in the punishment
of sin ; namely, the tormenting sense which conscience shall
have of the wrath of God due to it ; and the punishment of
sense, which is compared to that that proceeds from fire, and
both are described as eternal ; where their worm, dicth nvt^ a^id
the fire is not qitench'^d, Mark ix. 44. 46, 48.
j:xxvi. 3.

when he

is

:

We

is

called a consuming- Jire^

;
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That

the punishment of sin in another world will be eternal,
be argued from the impossibility of their obtaining a dis"
charge from the sentence of condemnation, under v/hich they
are, unless satisfaction be givtn to the justice of God for sins
committed ; but this cannot be given by the person that suffers
inasmuch as his sufferings are due to him, pursuant to the sentence of the judge, and agreeable to the demerit of sin : which
being, as it is usually expressed objectively infinite, because
committed against an infinite God, and containing a contempt
of his sovereignty and other perfections which are infinite ;
therefore it deserves a punishment proportionable thereto. And
since tlie sufferings of finite creatures are no other than finite,
and consequently bear no proportion to the demands of infinite
justice, they must be infinite in duration, that is, eternal. It
may also be observed, that at the same time that persons are
suffering for past sins, they are committing others. This is not
like God's furnace, which is in Zion ; whereby he designs not
to consume, but to refine and purge away the dross and the
tin ; for it caimot, in any instance be said, that this is overruled for goodp Therefore the habits of sin are increased rather
than weakened thereby ; and consequently sinners are set at a
tarther distance from God, from holiness and happiness ; which,
because it is still increasing, their punishment must be eternal.
And to this we may add, that there is no Mediator appointed
between God and them ; none who has undertaken to pay thb
debt for them, and procure their discharge, as the apostle says
concerning those w^ho have siyined xvilfully after they had re•ceived the knoxvledge of the truth ; there remaijieth no more sacrifice for sin^ Pleb. x. 26. no advocate to plead their cause ; no
ordinances in v/hich the glad tidings of salvation are published,
nor any golden sceptre of mercy held forth to invite them to
come in, or give them hope of finding acceptance in the sight
of God ; no covenant of grace that contains any promise that

may

will afford re,lief ;

God

and no

inclination, in their

own

souls, to re-

an humble sense of sin, and desire to forsake
and fiom hence arises everlasting despair, beyond expres-

turn to
it,

Avith

sion tormenting, which the apostle calls blackness of darkness

for

ever^

Jude

vcr. 12.

a veiy awful and awakening subject ; and many are
as little desirous to hear of these things, as the people were to
hear of the account which the prophet Isaiah gave them of approaching jifdgments ; and therefore they say, Cause the holy
One of hr act to cease from before us, Isa. xxx. 11. But since
there is such a passion in men as- fear; and this is oftentimes
made subservient to their spiritual advantage, it pleases God,
in wisdom and mercy, sometimes to reveal those things in his
ivord, which have a tendency tp awaken our fears, and to, stf
I'his

is
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before uj death at well as life, the threatenings as well as the
promises, that hereby we may see, it to be our duty and interest
to flee from the wrath to come ; and to use tliose precautions
prescribed in the gospel, which may ha\'e a tendency, through,
divine grace, to prevent our sinking into everlasting perdition.
They who cast off fear, and think themselves safe, because the
rod of God is not upon them, generally cast ofl' a sense of duty, and say unto God, Depart from us ; for xvc desire not ths
knowledge of thy xvays^ Job xxi. 9, 14. Therefore these subjects are to be insisted on as warnings to induce men to avoid
the rock on which multitudes have split and perished ; not to
lead them to despair. However, thei-e. is great need of prudence in applying every truth in such a way as diat it may be
of advantage ; which renders the work of those that are employed in preaching the gospel, exceeding difficult : every one
must have those doctrines inculcated and applied to him, that
are adapted to his respective condition, as well as founded on
the word of God ; and therefore we may observe,
1. That such subjects as these, though they are not to be concealed, as being a part of the counsel of God, and a means ordained by him, to answer some valuable end ; yet they arc not
only, or principally to be insisted on, as though there were n6
passion to be wrought upon but fear. It is the stupid person
that is to be awakened out of his lethargy, by violent methods :
the man that says, I shall have peace, though I v.-alk according
to the corrupt inclinations of my own heart; the danger is over;
or that no ill consequences will attend that wilful impenitency
and unbelief, which is like to prove destructive to him ; or, if
a person is willing to deceive himself, and endeavours to extenuate his sin, apprehending the consequences thereof not to
be so pernicious as they really arc ; or, that the mercy of God
will save him, though remaining in open rebellion against him,
as though there were no arrows in liis quiver, or vials of wratli
to be poured forth on his enemies. Such ought to be dealt with,
by representing God as a consuming fire, with whom is terrible majesty ; and they must be told of the punishment of sin in
this and another world, thai they may see their danger beforts
it be too late to escape.
If it be said, that the terrors of God
have a tendency to drive perspns to despair. To this it may be
replied, that the persons we are speaking of, are so far from
despairing of the mercy of God, that they are inclined to abust
it ; and that which is like to be their ruin, is the contrary extreme, viz. presumption ; which leads them to turn the grace

of

God into wantonness.
As for others, who

2.

whose
50

are

humbled under a sense of

sin,

God's judgments, there

not

flesh trembles for fear of

much

occasion t6 insist on these Jiwakening subject?,

is

when

reward

or THE
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we have

Oi-

the rightko^js,

do with them

for this would be like adding fuel
;
If the heart be broken and contrite, and is apt to
meditate litlle else but terror,; then such subjects are to be insisted on as are encouraging. Thus when the prophet Jeremiah
had been reproving the people for their abominations, and
threatening many sore judgments which God would execute
upon them, he applies healing medicines ; Is there no balm in.
Gilead? Is there 7io physician there P why then is not the f},ealth
of the daughter of my people recovered? Jer. viii. 22. And

to the

to

fire.

when he had been reprehending them for their idoand putting them in mind of those judgments they had
exposed themselves to ; he encourages them to cry unto God^
viy Father^ thou art the guide of my youth : Will he reserve his
anger for ever f Will he keep it to the end? Jer. iii. 4, 5. It is
elsewhere

latry,

<jod's usual

method

in dealing

with sinners,

first

to excite their

on the conscience, and putting them in
mind of the dreadful consequences thereof; in which respect,
as the apostle expresses, The laxv enters that the off^ence might
abound ; and then he shews him, that the soul may take encouragement, when humbled under a sense of its own guilt j
that xvhere sin has abounded^ grace did much more abound^ Rora.
fear

by charging

fore,

The

designed to administer comfort to those^
under a dread of the wrath of God. Therethere are promises as well as threatenings ; and each of

V. 20.

who

sin

gospel

is

are distressed

these are to be applied as the occasion requires it ; so that the
happiness of heaven is to be set in opposition to the punishment
of sin in hell ; and accordingly as the answer we have been explaining, contains a very awful and awakening subject ; so, in
the next, we are led to consider a doctrine which is full oi
comfort to those who have an interest in Jesus Christ.

Quest. XC. What
judgment?

shall be done to the righteous at the

day of

.

At

day of judgment, the righteous being caught up
on his right hand, and
there openly acknowledged, and acquitted; shall join with
him In the judging of reprobate angels and men, and shall be
received into heaven v/here they shall be fully and for ever
:re^^d from all sin and misery, filled with unconceivable joys,
juiade perfectly holy and happy, both in body and soul, in
the ccmpany of innumerable saints, and holy angels, but
'T^pecialiy in the immediate vision and fruition of God the
Father, of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, to
all eternity and this is the pejri^ct and full communion which

^\>;s;t.

the

ro Chris: ja the clouds, shall be set

;

:
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the members of the invisible church shall enjoy with Christ
in glory at the resarrection and day of judgment.

"^^/"E have, in this answer,
T and privileges that the

an account of the great honours
saints shall be advanced to, and
partake of, as the consequence of that sentence that Christ will
pass on them, Come ye blessed of my Father, mherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the -world. Matt.
XXV. 34. which are words that contain a gracious invitation
given them to take possession of that glory which will tend to
have already
make them completely and for ever happyconsidered the righteous as caught up to Christ in the clouds,
which is either done by the ministry of angels, or else their
bodies will be so changed, that they shall be able to mount upward, with as much ease as they are, now to walk upon tht^
have also considered them as set at
surface of the earth.
Christ's right-hand. Whether this has any regard to the place
of their situation, we cannot determine but, according to the
scripture' mode of speaking, it certainly denotes the highest
honours conferred upon them ; which will be not only spiritual
but external and visible ; whereby it shall appear to all, that

We

We

',

they are Christ's peculiar friends and favourites ; and this will
tend to raise in them the highest astonishment, that they should
thus be dealt with by so glorious a person, who were in themselves unworthy of his notice ; and it shall afford matter of
eternal praise. What is farther observed concerning them in
liiis answer, is contained in the following heads.
I. They shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted.
II. They shall join with Christ in the judging of reprobate
angels and men.
III.
piness

They

shall be received into

heaven, in which their hap-

from
and miser}', filled with unspeakable joy, made perfectly holy
and happy, both in body and soul, and admitted into the company of saints and Iwly angels, and have the immediate vision
and fruition of God to all eternity.
I. They shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted. Ocr
Lord Jesus was not ashamed to own his people, when he condescended to take their nature upon him, and dwell among
them ; or, as the apostle expresses it, He-is not ashamed to coil
them brethren, Heb. ii. 11. And he gives them many tokens of
his approbation, by those spiritual privileges which he bestows
on them here but at last he shall own them publicly, in the
presence of the whole world, as a people whom he has chosen,
redeemed, sanctified, and brought the work of grace in them
to perfection. He overlooks all their former failures and defects, and looks upon them as adorned with perfect beauty.
is

farther described

sin

:

;

as therein they shall be freed
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app^riiig without spot before him, and having now nothing
that may be offensive to his holy eye, or denote them unmeet
for the relation which they stand in to him, and the blessings

which they shall enjoy with him.
Moreover, it is said that he shall openly

ricquit

them,

i. e,

declare publicly, that he has given satisfaction for all their offences ; and therefore they are for ever pronounced clear from
the guilt thereof. And, as it was before observed, it is not improbable, that their former sins shall not be so much as mentioned, being all covered ; and if sought for, shall not be founjd .
but it is certain, that if they shall be mentioned, it shall not be
to their confusion or condemnation ; for it shall be declared,
that the justice of God has nothing to lay to their charge ; and,
as the consequence thereof, they shall be delivered from that
fear, shame, and distress, which they had before been subject
to, through the afflicting sense of the guilt and prevalency of
sin however, v/hen they are represented as thus acquitted, this
does not suppose that their sins were not fully pardoned before,
or that justification in this life, is imperfect, as to what concerns
:

their right to forgiveness, or eternal

life.

The

debt Was fully

cancelled, and a discharge given into Christ's hands, in the behalf of all his elect, on his making satisfaction to the justice of

God; but this was not their visible discharge; and not being a
declared act, it could not be claimed by, nor was it applied tc
them till they believed ; and then they might say, Who shall
lay any thing to our charge ? it is God that jiistifieth* nevertheless, their justification, as it is declared to, and apprehended
by faith, could not be said to be in all respects, so apparent,
nor attended with those comfortable fruits and effects, which
are the consequence hereof, as it is when they are pronounced
justified by Christ at death ; and even then the discharge is not
.so open and visible to the whole world, as it shall be in the day
of judgment.
II. It is farther said, that they shall join with Christ in judg:

ing of reprobate angels and men : this is very often Asserted by
those who trerit on this subject ; and it seems to be taken from
the sense which is commonly given of the apostle's words in
1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. Knoru ye not that saints shall judge the -worlds
and, know ye not that the saints shalljudge angels f However,
we must take heed, if we apply that scripture to the case before
us, that we do not advance any thing that tends, in the least, to
derogate from the glory of Christ, who only is fit for, and appointed to perform this great work : therefore, if we suppose
that the apostle is here speaking concerning the judgment of
the great day, the saints are said to judge the world in a less
proper sense ; but whatever be the sense in which we explain
it, we must not think that they shall be assessors Vfith Christ in
*

Or, "hallOodjV'hoJnstiJieth?

;
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it is one thing for them to be near his
his throne of judgment
throne in the capacity and station of favourites ; and another
thing for them to be in it if they are in any sense said to judge
the world, it must not be understood, as though the trying of
the cause, or passing the sentence, were committed to them
but rather of their approving what Christ shall do this they
are represented as doing, when Christ is set forth as judging
the great xvhore. Rev. xix. 2. namcl}', the anti-christian powers
they so far join with him herein, as that they ascribe glory and
honour to him, and say, Righteous are his judgments.
And there is another sense in which some understand this
scripture, concerning the saints judging thexvorld^ as denoting
fhat the public mention which shall be made of the graces of
the saints, their faith, repentance, love to God, and universal
holiness, will have a tendenfcy to condemn those whose converTheir havsation in this world has been the reverse thereof*
ing forsaken all, and followed Christ, and accounted all things
but loss, that they might win him. The choice which they
have made of suffering rather than sinning, which appears to
be an instance of fhe highest wisdom., shall condemn the wickedness and folly of those, who have exposed themselves to inThus
evitable ruin and misery, by being otherwise-minded.
Noah is said to have condemned the world by \\i%faith^ Hebxi. r. when, in obedience to the divine command, he prepared
an ark to the saving of his house^ which the world then thought
to be the most preposterous action that ever was performed,
though they were afterwards, to their cost, convinced of the
contrary. And the men of Nineveh^ and the queen oftheSouthy
:

:

:

are said to rise

up

in the judgment xuith that ge?icrationy

and

41, 42. (to \yit, objectively, rather than
formally.) as their respective behaviour tended to expose the
impcnitency and unbelief of the Jews, whom Christ there reIf the saints judging the world, be taken in either of
proves.
but more than this we
these senses, it is an undoubted truth

condemn

it.

Matt-

xii.

:

dare not assert.
Nevertheless,

we may

take occa,sion to enquire, whether that
is founded, may not be explained
in another sense, as denoting some privilege v.'hich the saints
were to enjoy in this world, when the empire should become
text,

on which

this doctrine

Christian ; and accordingly, magistr.ltes and judges should be
chosen out of the church, in which respect they should judge
This seems, to me, the most probable sense of the
the xvorld.
apostle's words, as an excellent and learned writer understands
them * ; and it is very agreeable to the context, in which they
are dissuaded, in ver. 1. from going to laxu before the unjusty
and not before the saints, as signifying the inexpediency of ex'

Voi.

III.

Jlc/

W!f!!. in

Swb.
?

Erercif

C

'^?

",

^
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posing those controversies, that ought to be compromised in
the church, before Heathen-magistrates, as though they thought
themselves unfit to judge the smallest matters, of which he here
speaks, not of capital offences, which were to be tried only by
the civil magistrate ; and to enforce this advice, he says, Knozv

ye not that the saints shall judge the
Obj. 1. It

is

xvorld.

objected to this sense of the text

j

that, at the

same time when the saints are said to judge the zvorldy he
speaks of them as judging aiigels ; which comes not within the
province of

civil

magistrates

;

though we suppose theni to be

Christians.

Anszv. To this it may be replied, that when the apostle
speaks of the saints judgitig angels ; this is brought in occasionally, the former sense oi judging being more agreeable to
the context. But since he is insisting on an honour that should
be conferred on the church, he farth^kenlarges on that subject,
and so speaks of their ^m^zw^ angels^ as denoting that the consequence and success of the gospel would be an evident conviction to the world, that the Devil's empire was weakened,
that he had no right to reign over the children of disobedience,
as he before had done.
Thus our Saviour speaks of Satan's
kingdom being destroyed by the preaching and success of the
gospel, when he says, ' Now is the judgment of this world
'
now shall the prince of this world be cast out,' John xii. 31.
And elsewhere it is said, ' Now is come salvation and strength,
* and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ
,
' for the accuser of our brethren is cast down,* Rev. xii.
10.
Moreover, the apostle may have a particular reference to their
power of casting out devils, not only in that, but in some following ages, as our Saviour, promised they should have, before he left the world, Mark xvi. 17. which is known to have
continued in the church till the third century *.
Obj. 2. There is another scripture which seems to favour
this opinion, namely, that the saints shall judge the world in
the last day, viz. our Saviour's words, in Matt. xix. 28. ' Ye
' which have followed me in the regeneration, when the Son of
* man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit up* on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel ;' and
that which makes this sense more probable, is what he speaks?
of in the following verse, as a reward which they, who had
* forsaken all for his name's sake,' should enjoy, namely, ' ye
' shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit everlasting
*

life.'

Answ. To this it may be replied, that our Saviour, in one
of these verses, may, without any strain on the sense of the
words, be understood as giving them to expect some honours,
* See- Vol.

I.

Fags

2^^'.
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that should be conferred on them here, and in the other, those
which they should receive in another world As to the honours which were to be confeired on them here, namely, their
sitting- gn thrones^ &c. This is said to be ' in the regeneration,
* when the Son of man shall sit on the throne of his glory,' that
is, not when the Son of man shall come to judgment ; but when
he shall enter into his state of exaltation, and sit at God's righthand. And inasmuch as this was to be done for them in the
regeneration^ it seems most applicable to the gospel-state ; in
:

' Old things are past away ; behold,
things are become new,' 2 Cor. v. 17. agreeable to what
is foretold by the prophet, * Behold I create new heavens and
*
a new earth,' Isa. Ixv. 17. which may well be called the regeneration.
And, as for the aposdes sitting on thrones^ that
may signify the spiritual honours that should be conferred upon them ; so that however they might be despised by the world,
they should be reckoned, by all that entertain just notions of
things, the chief and most honourable men of the earth. And,
as to what respects their judging the tzuehe tribes of Israel,
that may be understood of their convicting the Jews, and condemning them for their unbelief in crucifying Christ, and rejecting and persecuting the gospel. This they might be said to
do, partly in the exercise of their ministry, and partly in the
success thereof, and, indeed, the gospel may be said to judge
men when it convicts and reproves them. If this be the sense
of the text, then it does not respect any honours which the apostles should be advanced to in the day of judgment ; and
consequently it does not appear from hence, that they, any
more than other saints, shall bear a part in judging tl)e world,
either of angels or men.
III. The saints shall be received into heaven. This includes
Thus
it their being brought into a glorious place, and state.
the apostle calls it, An house not made luith hands, 2 Cor. v. 1.
which, doubtless, far exceeds all the other parts of the creation
For, as the earthly paradise far exceeded all other places in

which, as the apostle says,
'

all

m

this world, being planted immediately by God, and furnished
with every thing which might be delightful and entertaining
so this must be supposed
for man, for whom it was designed
to be the most glorious part of the frame of nature, as being
designed to be the place of the eternal abode of the best of
creatures ; and indeed, whatever is called heaven in scripture,
comes short of it, this being styled, the heaven of heavens,
Psal. cxlviii. 4. it is also particularly described as God^s throne,'
Isa. Ixvi. 1. the place of his immediate residence, where he
displays his glory in an extraordinary manner. As for that
particular part of the universe, in which it is situate, it is neither possible, nor of .iny advantage for ii^ to determine, any
:
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Otherwise than as it is described, as being above this lower
world. But the principal thing to be considered, is, tht glory
of the state, into which the saints shall there be brought ; which
is set forth in this answer, by variety of expressions.
1. Herein they shall be fully, and for ever, freed from all
sin and misery ; which being inseparably connected, they are
delivesed from both at once. As to what respects the guilt of
sin, this includes in it not only their being for ever discharged
irom the guilt of past sins, which is contained in their being
openly acquitted, as was before observed, but their not contracting guilt for the future ; accordingly they are put into such
a state as that they shall be disposed, and enabled to yield sinless obedience ; and as they are presented without spot and
blemish before God, they shall never contract the least defilement, or do any thing which shall render them unmeet for that
glory, to which tliey are advanced, afford matter of reproach
to them, or provoke God to cast them out of that place which
cannot entertain any but sinless creatures. Therefore it differs
not only from that sinless state in which man was created at
iirst, but that in which the angels were created, who were not
all confirmed in their state of holiness, so as to 4ender it impossible for any of them to fall ; but this is the happiness of
glorified saints.

.

And we may also infer from hence, that there sludl bs no
temptations to sin ; none arising from themselves, since tlierQ
are no lusts, or remainders of corruption, to draw them aside
liom God ; and no temptations from others, since they are all
made perfectly holy. The soul meets with no temptations
Irom the body, as it often did, while it was subject to the infirmities oi nature, in this imperfect state.
It shall never be liable to any weakness, weariness^ stupidity, nor any of those diseases with which it is now oppressed ; so that the soul shall
never meet v/ith any temptations arising from thence, inasmuch as the happiness of the body consists in its subserviency
to it, in all those things that may tend to promote its compleat
blessedness,
Moreover, they are also considered as delivered
from all n-^isery, whether personal, or relative. The afflictions
of believers are confined to this present state ; therefore in heaven ' God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there
* shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
* shall there be any more ji^in ; for the former things are pass' ed away,' Rev. xxi. 4. and nothing remains that may tend to
abate their happiness, or render ^e state in which they are, impei-fect.

They

^

be filled with inconceivable joys. Thus our
Saviour sa^s to the man in the parable, who had improved the
tvilents he ha^ been entrusted v/ith ; Eirter thou into the joy of.
2.

sjiall
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thif Lore/, IMatt.xxv. 21, 23. and they are said not only to be
presented faultleas before the presence of the glorij of Christ ;
but 7vith exceeding joy, Jude, ver. 24. This is the necessary
result of a state of perfect blessedness ; which cannot but administer the highest satisfaction and comfort to those who are
possessed thereof; inasmuch as it not only ans^vers, but even
These joys are not
t;xcreds their most raised expectations.
indeed carnalj but spiritual ; for as the greatest delight which
the saints have here, consists in the favour and love of God,
and in the bright rays of his glory shining into the soul, so
they shall be perfectly blessed with this hereafter, in which re^
spect their joy shall be full,
3. They shall I)e made perfecdy holy and happy, both in
body and soul. The soul shall be unspeakably more enlarged
than it was before, as to ail the powers and faculties thereof.
The understanding rendered more capable of conteaipiating
the divine perfections, and it shall be entertained with those
discoveries of the glory thereof, which, at present, we have;
but a very imperfect knowledge of: It shall be fitted to behold
the wisdom oi God in the works of creation and redemption,
and be led into the deep mysteries of his providence, and the
reason of tiie various dispensations thereof, which, though they
know not now, they shall know hereafter. The will shall be
perfectly free, having no corrupt nature to bias, or turn it aside,
from that which is its chief good and happiness ; neither shall
Ther^j
it choose any thing, but what is conducive thereunto
are no remains of rebellion and obstinacy to be found therein,
but a perfect and entire conformity to the will of God. The
affections shall be perfectly regulated, and unalterably run in
:

a right channel, fixed upon the best objects, and not in the least
inclined to deviate from them.
And, as for the body, that
shall be fitted for a state of perfection, as well as the soul; for
it shall be raised a spiritual, celestial, and glorious body, and
therefore perfectly adapted to be a partaker with the soul, of
that glory which the v/hole man shall be possessed of; and
sanctified to be a temple of the Holy Ghost for ever,
4. They shall be joined with the innumerable company ot
Tlie apostle speaks of an innumer'
the saints and holy angels.
able company of angels, and the general assembly and church
of the first-born, Heb. xii. 22, 23. to which we are said, in this
world, to come by fait.h ; but hereafter these two assemblies
shall be joined together, and make one body, that so they may,
as they are represented doing, with one consent, adore and pro-

claim the worthiness, riches, xcisdov:, and strength of the lamb
that was slain, who lives for ever and ever. Rev. v. 11, £2? seq.
Now since the saints and angels are described as making up
|he same body, -und e^^aged in the same worship, som^*. have

,
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taken occasion to enquire concerning the means by which they
shall converse together in another world ; or, in what manner
this united body shall be made visible to each other; but these
things we must be content to be ignorant of in this present
state.
However, as to the saints, they shall converse with one
another by the organ of sense and speech ; for this is one of
the ends for which the body shall be raised and re-united to the
soul; and it may also be proved, from what we read of Moses
and Elias conversing with Christ at his transfiguration in such
a manner, Matt. xvii. 3.
As for that question which some propose, relating to this
matter, viz. whether there shall be a diversity of languages in
heaven, as there is on earth ? This we cannot pretend to determine. Some think that there shall ; and that as persons of all
nations and tongues, shall make up that blessed society, so they
shall praise God in the same language which they before used
when on earth ; and that this worship may be performed with
the greatest harmony, and to mutual edification, all the saints
shall, by the immediate power and providence of God, be able
to understand and make use of every one of those different languages,, as well as their own. This they found on the apostle's
words, in ^vhich he says. That at the yiame of Jesus everif knee
should bovj^ find that every tongue should confess that fesu^
Christ is Lord ; which, they siippose, has a respect to the heavenly state, because it is said to be done both by those that are
in heave) ty a'nd those that are on earthy Phil. ii. 10, 11. But
though the apostle speaks, by a metonymy, of different tongues,
that is, persons who speak different languages, being subject
to Christ, he probably means thereby persons of different nations, v»^htther they shall praise him in their own language in
heaven, or no.
Therefore some conjecture, that the diversity of languages
shall then cease ; inasmuch as it took its first rise from God's
judicial hand, when he confounded the speech of those who
presumptuously attenapted to build the city and tower of Babel ; and this has been, ever since, attended with many inconveniencies.

And, indeed,

mate as much, when he

the apostle seems expressly to intisays, speaking concerning the heaven-

ly state, that tongues shall cease^ 1 Cor. xiii. 8. that is, the preMoreover, since the gift of tongues
sent variety of languages.

was bestowed on the apostles, for the gathering and building
up the chui'ch in the first age thereof, which end, when it was
answered, this extraordinary dispensation ceased ; in like manner,

it is

probable that hereafter the diversity of languages shall

cease *.
I

am

saints,
*

some who object to this, that the
languages, will he an addition to their

sensible there are

understanding

all

JVhat speech can be tvfthout atmospheres

and •tvitkoiit Jlesh ?
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and happiness but to this it may be answered,
indeed, an accomplishment in ihis world, for
a person to understand several languages ; that arisen; from the
subserviency thereof, to those valuable ends that are answered
thereby ; but this would be entirely removed, if the diversity
honour,
that

gIor>',

though

:

it is,

of languages be taken away in heaven, as some suppose it will.
There are some, who, it may be, give too much scope to a
v^in curiosity, when they pretend to enquire what this language
shall be, or determine, as the Jews do, and with them, some of
the Fathers, that it shall be the Hebrew ; since their arguments
for it are not sufficiently conclusive ; which are principally these,
viz. That this was the language with which God inspired man
at first in paradise, and that which the saints and patriarchs
spake, and the church generally made use of in all ages, till
our Saviour's time ; and that it was this language which he
himself spake, while here on earth and since his ascension into
heaven, he spake unto Paul in the Hebrew tongue^ Acts xxvi.
14. And when the inhabitants of heaven are described in the
Revelations as praising God, there is one word used, by which
their praise is expressed, namely, Hallelujah, which is Hebrew ; the meaning whereof is, /^rawe ye the Lord: but all these
arguments are not sufficiently convincing ; and therefore we
must reckon it no more than a conjecture.
As for the opinion of those who suppose that it will not be
any particular language that is, or has been spoken in this world,
but one that is more perfect and significative, and that this is
what the apostle means when he speaks of the tongues of angels, in 1 Cor. xiii. 1. To this it may be replied, that it is more
than probable, that there shall be some language which shall
be more perfect and significative than any that is now known
in the world ; which glorified saints shall receive by immediate
inspiration ; yet this does not fully appear to be the apostle's
meaning in that scripture ; since it is not certain that angels express their ideas by the sound of words ; inasmuch as they have
no bodies, nor organs of speech ; neither can we certainly determine that they frame voices some other way. Therefore, the
tongue of angels^ which the apostle speaks of, is an hyperbolical expression, signifying the most excellent language, or such
an one as angels would speak, did they use a voice ; as the face
ofangelsy chap. vi. 15. is expressed to signify the most bright,
glorious, and majestic countenance ; and as iriUnna is called angeh^ food^ Psal. Ixviii. 25. that is, the most pleasant and delightful
therefore the tongue of angels signifies the most excellent language. But these things, though often enquired into
by those who treat on this subject, are very uncertain ; neither
is it of any advantage for us to be able to determine them.
But there is another thing arising from the consideration ot
:
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the saints being joined in one society, which is much more usC"
and, so far as we have light to determine it, will afford a
very comfortable and delightful thought to us, namely, what
concerns their knowing one another in heaven. The scripture,
indeed, does not so fully determine this matter as it does some
others, relating to the heavenly state ; yet many of God's children have died with a firm persuasion that they shall see and
knovv' their friends, in another world ; and have been ready t©
conclude this to be a part of that happiness which they shall
enjoy therein ; and we cannot think this altogether an ungrounded opinion ; though it is not to be contended for as it
were a necessary and important article of faith.
The argumerits which are generally brought in defence 6f it,
are taken from those instances recorded in scripture, in which
persons who have never seen one another before, have immediately known each other in this world, by a special immediate divine revelation, given to them ; in like manner as Adam knew
that Eve was taken out of him, and therefore says. This is nozv
hone of my bones ^ and jiesh ofmyfesh: she shall be called xuoHe was
:-nan^ because she was taken out of man^ Gen. ii. 23.
Cast into a deep sleeps luhen God took one of his ribs, and so
fanned the.ivoman, as we read of in the foregoing words ; yet
ful,

the knowledge hereof was communicated to him by God»
Moreover we read, that Peter, James, and John, knew Moses
and Elias, Matt. xvii. as appears from Peter's making a particular mention of them ; Let us make three tabernacles, one for
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias, ver. 4. though he
had never seen them before. Again, our Saviour, in the parable, represents the rich ynan as seeing Abraham afar off, and
Lazarus in his bosom, I^uke xvi. 23. and speaks of him as addressing his discourse to him. From such-like arguments some
conclude, that it may be inferred, that the saints shall know
one another in heaven, when joined together in the same as-

sembly.

Moreover, some think that

this

may

be proved from the

19, 20. IVhat is our hope or joy,
or crorvn of rejoicing? arc not eve?i ye in the presence of our
apostle's

words,

in 1

Thess.

ii.

at his co?ntng ? for ye are our glory and
which seems to argue that he apprehended their happiness in heaven should contribute, or be an addition to his, as
he was made an instrument to bring them thither j even so, b}

Lord Jesus Christ
joij ;

parity of reason, every one who has been instrumental in the
conversion, and building up others in their holy faith, as the
apostle Paul was with respect to them ; these shall tend to en;i

God on
know one ano-

hance their praise, and give them occasion to glorify
their behalf: therefore

ther

i

it

follows, that they shall

and eonsequentlv they who have walked together in the
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ways of God, and have been useful to one another, as relations
and intimate friends, in what respects more especially their spiritual concerns, these shall bless God for the mutual advantages ^vhich they have received, and consequently shall knoAV one
another. Again, some prove this from that expression of our
Saviour in Luke xvi. 9. Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of U7irighteous7iess, that zvhen yefaii, they may receive you
by these everlasting
it is
and then
the meaning is, that they whom you have relieved and shewn
kindness to in this world, shall express a particular joy upon
your being admitted into heaven and consequently they shall
know you and bless God for your having been so useful and
Into everlasting habitations

habitations be

;

meimt heaven,

especially if
as

many suppose

;

;

beneficial to

Ohjec.

To

them.
this

it is

objected, that if the saints shall

know one

another in heaven, they shall know that several of those who
were their intimate friends here on earth, whom they loved
with a very great affection, are not there ; and this will have a
tendency to give them some uneasiness, and be a diminution
of their jov and happiness.
Ansxv. To this it may be replied, that if it be allowed that
the saints shall know that some v/hom they loved on earth, are
not in heaven, this will give them no uneasiness, since that affection, which took its rise principally from the relation which
we stood in to persons on earth, or the intimacy that we have
contracted with them, will cease in another world, or rather run
in another channel, and be excited by superior motives, namely, their relation to Christ, and that perfect holiness which they
are adorned with, and their being joined in the same blessed
society, and engaged in the same employment, together with
their former usefulness one to another, in promoting their spiritual welfare, as made subservient to the happiness they enjoy
there. And as for others who are excluded from their society,
they will think themselves obliged, out of a due regard to the
his righteous judgjustice and holiness of God, to acquiesce
ments thus the inhabitants of heaven are represented as adoring the divine perfections, when the vials of God^s wrathwere poured out upon his enemies ; and saying. Thou art righteous^
Lord^ because thou hast judged thus : true and righteous
are thy Judgments^ Rev. xvi. 5, 7.
5. Another ingredient in the glory of heaven, which is, indeed, the greatest of all, is the saints enjoying the immediate
vision and fruition of God this vision includes in it something
more than their beholding the human nature of Christ, as Job
speaks when he says, In yny flesh shall I sec God^ Job xix. 26This, indeed, will be a delightful object, not only by reason of

m

:

:

^he glory thereof, but from the love that they bear to his per-

VoL,
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who, in that nature, procured for them the happiness which
thay are advanced to. But the principal thing contained in this
vision of God, is, that it is contemplative and intellectual ; for,
in other respects, he is invisible
nevertheless there are two
ways by which persons are said to see him ; the one is by faith,
adapted to our present state ; thus Moses is said to have seen
him who is invisible^ Heb. xi. 27. that is, to contemplate, adore,
and improve the glory of the divine perfections so far as he is
pleased to manifest it to us in this world ; but the other way
of beholding him is more perfect, as his glory is displayed with
the greatest clearness, and in the highest degree in heaven
this the apostle opposes to that vision which we have of God
by faith, when he says, that
heaven we shall see face to face-,
and knozv even as we are also known^ 1 Cor. xiii. 12. that is,
we shall have more bright and immediate discoveries of the
glory of God ; which, when represented by the metaphor of
seeing face to face^ has some allusion to our knowing persons,
when we are in their immediate presence, which far exceeds
that knowledge which we had of them by report, when at a
distance from them this the apostle expresses by such a mode
of speaking, as cannot well be understood in this imperfect
state, when he says, {a) We shall see hifji as he is, 1 John iii.
son,

:

:

m

:

God

This also is a principle established by both na-r
soul ot"man is finite, and, to whatever perfection it may be advanced, it will always continue to be so. This is another indisputable principle. It would imply a contradiction to affirm, that an infinite
Spirit can be seen, or fully known, in a strict literal sense, as it is, by a finite
spirit. The human soul, therefore, being a finite spirit, can never perfectly see,
that is, fully comprehend, as he is, God, who is an infinite spirit. The proposition in our text, then, necessarily requires some restriction. This inference
arises immediate from the two principles now laid down, and this second consequence furnishes another ground of our reflections.
But, althougli it would be absurd to suppose, that God, an infinite spirit, can
be fully known by a finite human spirit, yet there is no absurdity in affirming,
God'can coimmmicate himself to a man in a very close and intimate manner proper to transform him. 'I'his may be done four ways. There are, we conceive,
four sorts of communications; a communication of ideas; a communication of
love a communication of virtue, and a communication of felicity. In these four
ways, tue shall sec God, and by thus seeing him as he is, tve shall be like him in
these four respects. We will endeavovu- by discussing each of these articles
to explain them clearly and here all your attention will be necessary, for without this our whole discourse will be rtothing to you but a sound, destitute of
reason and sense.
The first communication will be a communication oi' ideas. We shall see God
and by seeing God as he is, we
a.3 Iw is, because we shall participate his ideas
shall become like him, because the knowledge of his ideas will rectify ours, and
(a)

is

an

infinite being'.

and revealed

tiiral

religion.

The

;

;

;

know the ideas of an imperfect being is not to
An accurate mind may know the ideas of an inaccurate mind without admitting them. Cut to know the ideas of a perfect
spirit is to participate his perfections; because to know his ideas is to know
will render them like his. To
participate his imperfecticns.

them
them,.

as they are, and to know tliem as they are is to perceive the evidence of
When, therefore, God shall communicate his ideas to u;s, ^3e ehall be Ukt.

him, by the conformity of our ideas to bis.
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which differs from those views which the saints have sometimes had of the glory of God, when manifested in an cmble-

2.

What are the ideas of God ? They are clear in their nature they are clear in
Iheir images; they arc perfect in their di-^ree; they are complex in their relations; and they are complete in their number. In all these respects the ideas of
;

God

are infinitely superior to tli£ ideas of men.
aie full o\ false notions.
Their ideas are often the veiy reverse of the
objects, of which they should be clear representatione.
have false ideas in
physic, false: ideas in policy, false ideas in religion.
have false ideas of honour and of disgrace, of felicity and of misery. Hence w« often mistake fancy
for reason, anil shadow for substaiv:e.
But God hath only true ideas. His idea
of order is an exact representation of order. His idea of irregularity exactly
answers to irregularity; :ind so of all other objects. He will isake us know his
ideas, and by making us know them he will rectify ours.
They only see glimmerings. They per2. -Men have often obscure ideas.
ceive appearances railier than demonstrations. They are placed in a world of
probabilities, and, in consideratum of this state, in which it lias pleased the
Creator to place tlieni, they have more need of a course of reasoning on a new
plan, to teach thc«i hu\v a rational creature ought to conduct himself, when he
is surrounded by probabilities, than of a course of reasoning and determining,
1.

Men

We

We

which supposes him surrounded with demonstration. But God hath ojily cfcar
ideas. No ved covers objects no darkness obscure his ideas of them. \Vhen he
-shall a{)pear, he will communicate his ideas to us, and they will rectify ours, he
will cause the scales, that hide objects from us, to fall from our eyes; and he
will dissipate the clouds, which prevent our clear conception of them.
;

Men

in degree;.
They see only the surface of
the world, liath a perfect idea of matter ? Who ^er had
Who could ever exactly define either } Who was ever
Jierfect ideas of spirit?
able to inform us how the idea of motion results from that of body ; how the idea
of sensation results from that of spirit ? Who ever knew to which class space
It would be very easy, ray brethren, to increase this list, would time
belongs
permit and were I not prevented by knowing, that they, who are incapable of
understanding these articles, have already in their own minds pronounced them
destitute of all sense and reason. But God hath perfect ideas. His ideas comprehend the whole of all objects. He will communicate to us thia^isposition of
mind, and will give us such a penetration as shall enable us to attain the knowledge of the essence of beings, and to comtemplate them in their whole.
4. Men have very few ideas complex in their relations. I mean, their minds are
so limited, that, although they may be capable of combining a certain number
have
of ideas, yet they are confounded by combining a greater number.
but as soon as
distinct ideas of units, and we are capable of combining a few
we add hundred to hundred, million to million, the little capacity of our souls
is overwhelmed with the multitude of these objects, and our weakness obliges
us to sink under the weight. ^Vo have a few ideas of motion. "We know what
space of body, to which a certain degree of velocity is communicated, must
pass through in a given time: but as soon as we suppose a greater degree of motion, as soon as we imagine an augmentation of velocity to this greater degree;
as soon as we trj' to apply our knowledge of movihg powers to those enormous
bodies, which the mighty hand of God guides in the immensity of space, we jgre
involved in perplexity and confusion. But God conceives infinite combinations.
He v/ill make us participate, as far as our minds can, his ideas; so that we shall
be able to give a Ijrgc expanse to our meditatipn without any fear of confusing
3.

have very few ideas perfect

Who,

objects.

in all

.^

;

We

:

'

ourselves.
Most men
5. In fine, the ideas of mankind are incomplete in their number.
think, there are only two sorts of beings, body and spirit and they have also
determined, that there can be only two. A rash decision in itself: but more
rash still in a creature so confined in his genius as man. But the ideas of God
are complete.
He knows all possible beings. He will make us participate this
disposition, of mind- nr.d from it may ari'-e ideas of myriads of bsijtgs, on which
;

:

jnatical

in
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way,

in this

world

;

they also behold

it

as shining forth

greatest effulgency.

its

A

reason, because now we have no ideas of them.
communication of ideas is the first way, in which God will make himself known to us. This
will be the first trait of our resemblance of hnii.
JVe shall be like Mm, for we
ahall see him as he is.
The second communication of God to a beatified soul is a communication of
love.
cannot possibU' partake of the ideas of God without participating his
To participate the ideas of God is to possess just notions. To possess
love.
just notions is to plnce each object in the rank, that is due to it; consequently,
we shall regard the chief being as the only object of supreme love.
What is necessary to answer the idea, that an upright soul forms of the lovely ?
The lovely object must answer three ideas: the idea of the great and marvellous; the idea of the just; and the idea of the good: and, if 1 may venture to
speak so, of the beatifying. Now, it is impossible to know God without entertaining these three ideas of him alone; consequently it is impossible to know
God v.'ithout loving liim. And this is the reason of our profound admiration of
che morality of the gospel. The morality of the gospel is the ver} quintessence
of order. It informs u.s, no creature deserves supreme love. It makes this
principle the subf5tance of its laws.
Thou a/ialt love the Lord thy God -udth all thij
heart, and ivith all thy soul, and inth all thy mind, Matt. xxli. c,7.
worthy of supreme love will this God appear, how fully will he answet
the idea of the ^rear and the marvellous, when lue shall see him as he is.' He will
answer it by his independence. Creatures exist but they have only a borrowed
being.
God derives his existence from none. He is a self-existent being. He
will answer our idea of the magnificent by the immutability of his nature.

now we cannot

We

How

:

Creatui'es exist but they have no fixed and permanent being.
I'hey arise from
nothing to existence. Their existence is rather variation and inconstancy than
real being.
But God, but I the Lord, says he of himself, I change not, Mai. iii.
6. the same yesterday, to-day, arid for ever, Heb. xiii. 8.
He is, as it were, the
fixed poir.t, on which all creatures revolve, while he is neither moved by their
motion, shaken by their action, nor in the least imaginable degree altered by all
their countless vicissitudes.
He will answer the idea of the great and marvel:

lous by the efficiency of his will. Creatures have some efficient acts of violation
but none of themselves. But go back to that period, in which there was nothing. Figure to yourselves those immense voids, which preceded the formation of the universe, and represent to yourself God alone. He forms the plan of
the world. He regulates the whole design. He assigns an epoch of duration
to it in a point of eternity. This act of his will produces this whole universe.
Hence a sun, a moon, and stars. Hence earth and sea, rivers and fields. Hence
kings, princes, and philosophers. He spake, aiidit was do7ie ; he commanded, and
The heave?is icere made by the -word of the Lord, and all the host of
it stood fast.
them by the breath of his montli, Psal. xxxiii. 9. God, then, perfectly answers our
idea of the grand and the marvellous. He answers also the idea of the just.
It was he, who gave us an idea of justice or order.
It was he, who made tlie
^eatest sacrifices to it. It was he, who moved heaven and earth to re-establish
jt, and who testified how dear it was to him by sacrificing the most worthy victim, that could possibly sufl'er, I mean his only Son.
Finally, God will perfectly answer our idea of the good and the beatifying.
Who can come up to it except a God, who opens to his creatures an access of
his treasures
A God, who re^'eals himself to them in order to take tliemaway
from their broken cisterns, and to conduct them to a fountain of living -waters,
Jer. ii. 13.
A. Sod, whose eternal wisdom cries to mankind, Ilo, every one that
thirsfeth, coine ye to the -waters, and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat, yea
come, buy luine and milk rdthout money, and -luitliont price.
Wherefore do ye spend
money for that, -zvhich is not bread? and your labour for that, -which satisjieth not ?
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that, ivhich is good, aiul let your soid delight itself i7i fatness.
I.icline vour ear, and come unto me; hear, and your sou',

—

.''

shall live, Isa, Iv.
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Moreover, since the apostle speaks of this as a privilege
which should be enjoyed by the saints at Christ's appearing,
who seems to be the object more especially here intended, it

may

denote their beholding his mediatorial glory in its highest
and this view which they have of it, is said to
;
be assimilating, as well as delightful ; and therefore he farther

advancement

We

cannot, then, know God without loving' him. And thus a communication
of ideas leads to a communication of love. But this communication of love will
render us like the God, whom we admire. I'or the property of love, in a soul
inflamed with it, is to tr;in.sform it in some sort into the ohject of its admiration,
'I'his is particularly proper to divine love.
love God, because we know his
attributes when we knov/ his attributes, we knov/, we can no better contribute
to the perfection of our being tlian by imitating them, and the desire we have to
perfect our being will necessitate us to apply wholly to imitate them, and to be-

We

;

come

lik-e

him.

Let us pass to our third consideration. The third communication of God to
a beatified soul is a conmiunication of his virtues. To love and to obey, in Scriplure -style, is the same thing. Jf ye love me, keep my comma?idme?i(s, is a well-

known expression of Jesus

Christ, John xiv. 15.
He, who saith I know him, end
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth ts 7iot in him, is an expression of our apostle, 1 John ii. 4.
This is not peculiar to the love of God. To
Jove and to obey, even in civil society, are usually two things, which have a
very close connexion. But, as no creature hath ever excited all the love, of which
;t soul is capable,, so there is no creature, to whom
we have rendered a perfect
obedience. It is only in regard to God, that there is an inseparable connexion
between obedience and love. For when we love God, because we know him, we
are soon convinced, that he cannot ordain any thing to his creature but what is
useful to him when we are convinced, he can ordain nothing to be performed by
liis creature but what is useful to him, it becomes as impossible not to obey him
as it is not to love ourselves. To love and to obey is one thing, then, when the
object in question is a being supremely lovely. These are demonstrations; but
to obey God, and to keep his commandments, is to be like God.
The commandments of God are formed on the idea of the divine perfections.
God hath an idea of order ; he loves it; he follows it; and this is all he ever hath
required, and all he ever will require of his intelligent creatures.
He requires
us to know order, to love it, to follow it. An intelligent creature, therefore, who
.shall be brought to obey the commandments of God, will be like God.- Be ye
Jieye holy, for
perfect, as your Father, which is in heaven, is perfect. Matt. v. 48.
J am holy, 1 Pet. i. 16. Every man, that hath this hope »m him, purif.eth himself
even as he is pure, 1 John iii. 3. These precepts are given us here on earth, and
we obey them imperfectly now but we shall yield a perfect obedience to them in
Leaven, when we shall see him as he i:{. Here, our apostle affirms, Whosoever
sinneth, hath not seen him, neitlier known him, ver. 6. that is to say, he who suffers
for if he knew God, he would hav/;
sin to reign over him, doth not know God
just ideas of God, he would love him; and, if he loved him, he would imitate
him. But in heaven we shall see, and know him, we shall not sin, we shall imitate him, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
Lastly, the fourth communication of the Deity with beatified souls is a coromimication of felicity. In an economy of order, to be holy and to be happy arc.
two things very closely connected. Now we are in an economy of disorder.
Accordingly, virtue and felicity do not always keep company together, and it
sometimes happens, that for having hope in Christ we are, for a while, of all mer:,
fiwst miserable, 1 Cor. xv. 19.
But this economy of disorder must be abolisii^d.
Order must be established. St. Peter, speaking of Jesus Christ, says. The heavens must receive him until the times of the restitution of all things. Acts iii. 21When all things shall be restored, virtue and happiness will be closely unitecT.
and, consequently, by participating the holiness of God we shall participate his
;

:

;

'

happincs--..

.TAriiis-.

;
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adds, TFe shall be like him. And this shall also be satisfying
thus the Psalmist says, I willy or shall, behold thij face in righteousness ; when I awake I shall be satisfied xvith thy likeness,
Psal. xvii. 15. How vastly does this differ from the brightest
views which the saints have of the glory of God here ! It is
true they know something of him as he manifests himself in
the works of creation and grace ; but this is very imperfect
the object is not presented in its brightest lustre; nor is the
soul, which is the recipient thereof, enlarged, as it shall then
be to take in the rays of divine glory howe*-er, though this
vision of God be unspeakable, and much more shall be known
of his perfections than we can attain to in this life ; yet the
saints shall not have a comprehensive view thereof; for that is
not consistent with the idea of them as finite creatures. Thus
concerning the immediate vision ot God.
It is farther observed, that this vision is attended with fruition ; and therefore it is not barely speculative or contemplative, but such as is felicitating ; and accordingly the saints
know their interest in God, and see themselves to be the happy
objects of the former and present displays of the glory of his
perfections, and how they have all been exerted in bringing
them to, and fixing thj^m in this blessed state ; and from hence
arises that joy which 'accompanies this vision of God. And
besides this, there are some impressions of his glory on their
souls, which not only occasion, but excite this joy.
And it is farther observed, that this fruition is of God the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The Father is beheld and enjoyed, as his glory shines forth in the face of Christ, as bestowing on his saints all the blessings which he has promised in
that everlasting covenant, which was established with, and in,
Christ, as their Head and Saviour ; his purposes of grace, and
all his promises, having had their full accomplishment in him*.
And the glory of Christ is beheld as the person to whom the
whole work of redemption, together with the application there:

:

committed, and is now brought to perfection. And the
is beheld as the person who has, by his power,
rendered every thing which was designed by the Father, and
purchased by the Son, effectual to answer the end ^vhich is now
attained, by shedding abroad the love of the Father and Son
their hearts, dwelling in them as his temple, and in beginning, carrying on, and perfecting that v/ork, which is so glorious in the effects and consequences thereof. In these respects
they have perfect and distinct communion with the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost ; which far exceeds all they can have
here, and is infinitely preferable to all the delight which arises
from that enjoyment which they have of the blessed society
of perfect creature€ to whom they are joined.
of, Avas

Holy Ghost

m

OF THE

REWARD

OF THE RIGHTEOUS.

The

399

last ingredient in the happiness that believers shall
heaven, is, that it shall be to all eternity. As the soul
is immortal, and the body, to which it shall be united, shall
be raised incorruptible ; so the inheritance, which is reserved
in heaven for the saints is such Rsfadeth not axuay^ 1 Pet. i. 4.
chap. v. 4. This will tend to make their happiness complete,
which nothing could do, were there not a full assurance of the
everlasting duration thereof. It would be a continual allay to
it, and a very uncomfortable thought to conclude, that though
their enjoyments are very great, yet they shall have an end»
The glory of heaven is not like the glories of this present world,
which arc but for a moment, and, as it were, perish in the
using ; nor like the state of holiness and happiness in which
God created man at first ; which, through the mutability of
his nature, it was possible for him to lose but it is established
by the decree of God, founded on the virtue of the blood of
Christ, who purchased for his people eternal redemption, and
in the covenant of grace settled this inheritance upon them, as
an everlasting possession. This is a doctrine so universally acknowledged, that it is needless to insist on the proof of it ; and
it is so frequently mentioned in scripture, that we scarce ever
read of the glory of heaven, but it is described as eternal^ See
Jude ver. 6, and 21. Matt. xxv. 46. Tit. i. 2. Rom. vi. 22.
Gal. vi. 8. 1 Tim. i. 16. Psal. xvi. 11.
There is one thing more, which, though it be not particularly
mentioned in tliis ansv/er, I would not entirely pass over, that
is, what may be said to a question proposed by some, viz.
Whether there are degrees of glory in heaven ? The Papists
not only maintain that there ai-e, but pretend that greater degrees thereof shall be conferred on persons, in proportion to
the merit of their good works here on earth ; and therefore
have assigned to them the highest places there, who have performed works of supererogation, by doing more than was strictly enjoined th.em by the law of God. But all Protestant divines,
who allow that there are degrees of glory in heaven, strenuously maintain that these are rewards of grace as every ingredient
in the heavcnlv blessedness is supposed to be. And when this
<loctrine is made the subject of controversy among them ; neither side ought to contend for their particular opinion, as though
it was one of the most important articles of faith, or charge
them who defend the other side of the question, as though they
were maintaining something that was directly contrary to scripture, or of a pernicious consequence.
They, on the other hand, who suppose that there are no degrees of glorv in heaven, are afraid, that if they should assert
the contrarv, it would, in some measure, eclipse the glory ot
*he grace of God, and give too much, umbrage to the Popish
6.

(-njoy in
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doctrine of the merit of good works. But this all Protestant
divines, as was but now observed, suificiently fence against.
And, inasmuch as it is farther argued against degrees of glory,

and

which they enjoy,
and adoption, belong equally and
alike to all saints ; and the same price of redemption was paid
for all, therefore their glory shall be equal this method of reathat those external

such as election,

relative privileger.,

justification,

:

conclusive, if we consider that
the result of their being elected, jus-

'joning will not appear very
sanctification is as

much

redeemed, and adopted, as their "being glorified but that
appears not to be equal in all, therefore it does not follow from

tified,

;

hence, that their glory, in a future state, shall be so. And
their objective blessedness, which consists in that infinite fulness of grace that there is in God, is inconsistent with
any idea of degrees ; yet it does not follow, that the communications resulting from hence, which are finite, shall be in a
like degree ; nor can it be inferred from hence, that if there
are degrees of glory, the state of those who have the least degree, shall be imperfect in its kind, or have any thing in it
which shall afford the least abatement of their happiness, or be
the occasion of envy or uneasiness, as the superior excellencies
of some, in this imperfect state, often appear to be, since that
nor is it to be supposed
is inconsistent with perfect holiness
that there are any degrees, with respect to the deliverance of
the saints from the sins, guilt, and miseries of this present life,
which is equal in all ; nor do they, who think that there are
degrees of glory in heaven, in the least insinuate that every one
shall not be perfectly filled and satisfied, in proportion to his
receptive disposition; as a small vessel, put into the ocean, is
equally full, in proportion to its capacity, with the largest ; and
therefore none of the saints will desire, nor, indeed, can contain
more than God designs to communicate to them.
As for that scripture which is sometimes brought in defence
of this opinion, viz. the parable of the persons that were hired
to work in the vineyard^ in Matt. xx. 9. in which it is said, that
thei/ that xvere hired about the eleventh hour^ received every man
a penny ^ which is as much as others received who were hired
early in the morning, and had born the heat and burden of the
day ; that does not sufficiently prove it, since some of these labourers are represented as murmuring^ and insinuating that
they had wrong done them, to whom Christ replies. Is thine
eye cvil^ because I am good? and they are described as cal/ed,
but not chosen, ver. 15, 16. rherefore it is not designed to set
forth the glory of heaven, but the temper and disposition of
the Jewish church, who were partakers of the external blessings of the covenant of grace, and the gospel-church, as having
equal privileges ; so that the arguments generally insisted on

though

:

;
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to prove that there are no degrees of glory in heaven, can hardly be reckoned sufficient to overthrow the contrary doctrine;
especially if those other scriptures, that are often brought to
prove that there are, be understood in the most obvious sense
thereof; and they are such as these, viz. Daniel xii. 3. Theif
that be xvise shall shine as the brightness of thejirmament ; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and
ever; where the prophet speaks of those who excel in grace
and usefulness in this world ; and then considers them not only
as zvisey but as turning jnany to righteousness ; whose glory,
after the resurrection, of which he speaks in the foregoing
verse, has something illustrious and distinguishing in it, v*hich
is compared to the brightness of thefrmament and stars.
To this it is objected, that our Saviour, in Matt. xiii. 43. illustrates the happiness of all the glorified saints, whom he calls
the righteous^ by their shining as the su?i ; therefore the prophet Daniel means no other glory but what is common to all
saints ; and consequently there are no degrees of glory. But to
this it may be replied, that our Saviour does not compare the
glory of one of the saints in heaven, with that of another ; but
intimates, that the happiness of every one of them shall be inconceivably great, and very fitly illustrates it by the brightness
of the sun ; whereas the prophet is speaking of some that were
honoured above others in their usefulness here ; and then considers them as having peculiar degrees of gJorj^ conferred upon
them hereafter, which is something nioi^e than what he had
said in the foregoing verse, which is common to all the saints,
when he speaks of them as awaking out of the dust to everlast^

ing life.
Another scripture which

is also brought to prove this docCor. xv. 41, 42. There is one glory of the sun^
and another glory of the moon^ and another glory of the stars ^
for one star differeth from another star in glory ; so also is the
resurrection of the dead ; where the apostle is speaking concerning the happiness of the saints after the resurrection, whom
he compares not with what they were when they left the world
for then had no glory, being soxvn in corruption and dishonour ;
but he seems to compare the glory of one saint, after the resurrection, with that of another; and accordingly he illustrates
It by the brightness of the heavenly luminaries; every one of
which has a glory superior to tcrrestial bodies nevertheless he
seems to intimate, that if we compare them together, the glorv
of the one exceeds that of the other. Thus the glorj' of the
least saint in heaven, is inconceivably greater than that of the
it is, indeed, full and complete in it";
greatest here on earth
kind } vet when compared with the glory of other?, it may in
some circumstances fall short of it.

trine, is in
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There is another argument brought by some, to prove this
doctrine, taken iVom the parable oi the talentu^ in Matt. xxv.
1 i, £5" seq, in which the rev/ard is proportioned to the respective improvement thereof; which seems to respect some blessings which they were to receive in another v/orld ; inasmuch as
our Saviour compares himself to one that is travelling' into a
far country, and after a long time, returning and reckoning witli
his servants
by the former of which is meant, his ascension
and
into heaven ; and by the latter, his return to jud^gmcnt
consequently those regards which differ in degree,, must respect
some peculiar glory, which he will confer on his people in another world; and, indeed, the v.hole chapter seems to refer to
the same thing. The former parable of the xvise and foclicli
virgins denotes the behaviour of persons here, and the conse
quence thereof hereafter and the latter part of the chapter expressly speaks of Chiist's coming to judgment, and dealing with
every one according to his v.orks. If therefore the improve
ment of these talents respects some advantages that one is to
expect above the other, it seems to intimate that there are de:

;

:

grees of glory.
P'loreover, this is farther argued from those various degree?
of grace that some have in this world above others, which is a
peculiar honour bestowed on them, and is sometimes considered as the fruit and consequence of their right improvement
of those graces which they had before received. And this may
be considered as laying a foundation for greater praise ; whicti
argues that the soul shall be enlarged in proportion thereunto
so that it may give unto God the glory due to his name, as the
result thereof. Therefore if we take an estimate of God's future, from his present dispensations, it net only removes some
objections that are sometimes brought against this doctrine
but adds farther strength to those arguments taken from tiic
scriptures before-mentioned, to prove it. But notwithstanding
all that has been said, on this subject, it is the safest way for
lis to confess, that we know but little of the affairs of another
Vv'orld, and much less of thic circumstances of glorified saints,
considered as compared with one another. -Nor are we to conclude, if there are degrees of glory, that the highest degree
thereof is founded on the merit of what any have done or suffered for Christ ; or, on the other hand, that the lowest is inconsistent with complete blessedness ; v/hich shall be proportioned to their most enlarged desires, and as much as ihey are
capable of containing. Thus concerning the question proposed
Ijy some, viz, "Whether there are degrees of glory ?
There is another which has some affinity with it, that i would
not wholly pass over ; namely, whether the saints in heaven
•jhall not have some additional improvements, or make progres-

-
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uhich may he reckoned a farther

ingredient in their future hapj)inebs i 1 his is to be insisted en
with the utmost caution, lest any thing should be advanced
which is inconsistent witli the complete blessedness, which they
are immediately possessed of: however, I do not tl\ink that ii:
will detract from it, if we should venture to assert, that the
understanding of glorified saints shall receive very considerable improvements, from those objects which sliall be presented
to them, and the perpetual discoveries that will be made of the
glorious mysteries of divine grace, whereby the whole scene of
providence, and its subserviency to their eternal happiness,

opened, to raise their wonder, and enhance their praise.
not inconsistent with the perfect blessedness of the
angels, to desire to know more of this mystery, which they are
said to /ooi into^ 1 Pet. i. 12. and inasmuch as their joy is increased by those new occasions, which daily present themselves ; why may not the same be said with respect to the saints
heaven ; especially if v/e consider that this will redound so
much to the glory of God, as well as give us more raised ideaS
of that happiness which they shall be possessed of.
shall conclude with some practical inferences from v,-hat
i\as been said in this answer, concerning the happiness of the
saints in heaven.
(1.) VVe may learn from hence the great difference v/hich
there is between the militant and triumphant state of the church.
Here they meet w ith perpetual conflicts, but her( after they shall
be crowned with complete victory now they walk by faith, but
then faith shall be swallov/ed up in vision, and hope in enjoyment. The saints of God are, at present, in their minority, having a right to, but not the possession of their inheritance. Their
desires are enlarged, and their expectations raised ; but nothing
can give them full satisfaction till they arrive to that state of
perfection, which God will, at last, bring them to.
(2.) The account which we have of the hapjiiness of heaven,
as being of a spiritual nature, and accompanied with perfect
blessedness, and tl^e enjoyments thereof being agreeable thereto ; this may tend to reprove the carnal conceptions whicii many
entertain concerning it, as though it were no other than what
^lahomet promisecl his followers; who fancy that they shall
have therein, those delights, which are agreeable to the sensual
appetites of sue!) as have no other ideas of happiness, but those
shall be

Since

it is

m

We

:

in the pleasures of sin : neither is it enough for
us to conceive of it, as barely a freedom from the miseries of
this life (though this be an ingredient therein) as if it had no
reference to the bringing those graces which are begun hero,
to perfection; or it did not consist iu that blessed work of ac'
miring and adorinp- th*" divine perfccti(;ns, ond improving ths

which consist

;
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displays tliereof in a JNIediator, which the saints shall for ever

be engaged

in.

Let us not content ourselves barely with the description which we have in the word of God, concerning the glory
of heaven, but enquire, whether we have a well-grounded hope,
that we have a right to it, and are found in the exercise of those
graces which will be an evidence thereof? It is a very low and
(3.)

insignificant thing for us to be convinced that the glory of hea-

ven contains

in

are possessed of

it all
it,

them who
we have no ground to

those things which shall render

completely happy,

if

it ; and if we have this ground of hope, it
tendency to excite practical godliness, which it ib
inseparably connected with, and affords an evidence of our right
to eternal life whereas, without this, our hope will be delusive,
and we chargeable with an unwarrantable presumption, in expecting salvation without sanctification.
(4.) If we have any hope concerning this future blessedness
this ought to be improved by us, to support and coin fort us under thie present miseries of life ; as the apostle exhorts the
church to which he writes, to comfort one another with these
•words, 1 Thess. iv. 18. or from these considerations; which
should also be an inducement to us to bear affltctwn with patience, since they work for us an exceeding and eternal weight
ofglonj, 2 Cor. iv. 17. And,
(5.) Let the hope we have of the privileges to be enjoyed
hereafter, put us upon the greatest diligence in the performance
of those duties, which are incumbent on us, as expectants of
this inheritance ; and let us endeavour to have our conversation in heaven, and be frequently meditating on the blessed employment thereof; and be earnest with God, that we may be
made more meet for, and in the end received to it.
(6.) If we are enabled, by faith, to conclude that we have a
right to the heavenly inheritance, let us be frequently engaged
in the work and employment thereof, so far as is consistent
with this present imperfect state ; let us be much in praising
and blessing God, who has prepared these glorious mansions
for his people ; and let us set a due value on the blood of Christ,
by which they were purchased; and give glory to the Holy
Ghost, who has given us the earnest thereof; and having begun the work of grace, will, we trust, carry it on to perfection-

claim an interest in

will have a

:

OF MAN'S OBLIGATION TO YIELD OBEDIENCE
TO GOD.
Quest. XCI. What

is

the duty that

Answ. The duty which God

God

requireth of man?

requireth of man,

is,

obedience

to his revealed will.

at first reveal unto man as the
rule of his cbedicJice ?
Answ. The rule of obedience revealed to
in the estate

Quest. XCII. What did God

Adam

of innocency, and to all mankind in him, beside a special
command, not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, was, the moral law.

HAVING,

in the

former part of the Catechism, been led

what we are to believe concerning God, and
those works of nature and grace, wherein he has displayed his
glory to man, whether considered as created after his image,
or having lost it by sin, and afterwards redeemed, and made
to consider

partaker of those blessings that are consequent thereupon ; we
are now to consider him as under an indispensable obligation
to yield obedience to God . They who have received most
grace from him, are laid under the strongest ties and engagements hereunto; accordingly we may observe,
I. That, obedience is due from man to God.
This results
from the relation we stand in to him as creatures ; (c) who
(a) " It may be asked, Is there no reai:on or nature of things ? Yes as certainly as
there are things. But the nature and reason of things, consliev&ilindtpendentiii
of the divine Will, onvithout it, have no more obligation in them, than a divine
worship considered independently of, and %vithout any regard to the existencco:
f jod.
For tlie IViU of God is as absolutely necessary to found all moral obligation
upon, as the existence of God is necessary to be the foundation of religious worf hi]i.
And the fitness oi moral obligations, without the Will of God, is only like
the fitness of a religions worship without the existence of God.
And it is as j»ist to say, that he destroys the reason of religion and piety, who
founds it upon the nature and existence of God, as to say, he saps the foundation
of moral obligations, who founds them upon the Will of God. And as religiov.
cannot be justly or solidly defended, but by shewing its connexion with, and de
pendance upon, God's existence; so neither can moral obligationi be assertcH
with strength and reason, but by shewing them to be the Will of God.
It may again be asked. Can God make that fit in its self, which is in its sc'fov^
;

be done ?
This question consists of improper terms. For God's Will no more makes ac-

nolntely unfit to

tions to be fit in themselves, than it makes things to exist in, or nf themsclxes.
things, nor any actions, have -my absolute fitness, and in themselves.

A gift,

a blo-v,

the

making

a -wound, or shedding of bhod. co:iS!«leved in

No

them-

—
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ought to say with the Psahnist,
come let us xvorship and bov.j
doxun, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker ^ Psal. xcv. 6. and
particularly when considered as intelligent creatures, having
excellencies superior to all others in this lower world, wheVtby
we are rendered capable, not only of subserving the ends of
bis providence, but performing obedience, as subjects of

mo-

government: But if we are redeemed, justified, and sanctified, and made partakers of all the blessings that accompany

ral

salvation ; this obligation to duty, is greater than that of all
others, as the apostle says, Te are bought with a price ; thercno absdute fitness, but are fit or unfit according to any variety of incidental circumstances.
V/lien therefore God, by his Will, makes any thing' fit to be done, be does
not make the thing fit in its eelf, which is just in the same state considered in iH
self, as it was before
but, it beconie:^ lit tor the person to do it, because he can
be happy, or do that which is fit for him to do, by doing the Will of God.
For instance, the bare eating a fruit, considered in its se'J', is neither fit nor iitifit.
If a fruit be appointed by God for our food and nourishment, then it is as fit
to eat it, as to preserve our lives.
If a fruit be poisonous, then it is as unfit to
eat it, as to commit self-murder. If eating of a fruit be prohibited by an express
selves, have

;

order of God, t!^en it is as unfit to eat it, as to cat our own damnation.
But in none of these instances is the eating or not eating, considered in its self,
Jit or unjit ; but has all it.? fitness, or unfitness, from such circumstances, as arc
entirely owing to the Will of God.
Supposing, therefore, God to require a person to dosomtthing, wbicb, according to his present circumstances, -zuithout that comman(!, he ought not to do,
God does not make that which is absolutely unfit in itnelf, fit to be done but only adds neiv circumstances to an action, that is neither fit nor unfit, moral nor immoral in itself, but because of its circumstances.
To instance, in the case of ^£>rfl/jam required to sacrifice his son. The killing
of a man is neither good nor bad, considered absrihiiely in its zelf. It was unlawful for Mraltam to kill his son, because of the circum-J.aiices he was in with regard to his son. But when the divine Command was given, Abralium was in a
7Jo'7» state ; the action had «c^ circuimtances ; and then it was as lawful for Jibra~
ham to kill his son, as it was lawful for God to require any man's life, either by
sickness, or any other means he should please to appoint.
And it had been as unlawful for Abraham to have disobeyed God in this extraordinary command, as to have cursed God at any ordinary calamity of provi;

dence.

Again,

it is objected, If there be nothing right or -wrong, good or bad, antecedentand independently of the Will of God, there can be no reason, xuliy God shouldiuill,
or command one thing, rather than another.
It is answered, /?;•.?;, That all goodness, and all possible perfection, is as external
as God, and as essential to him as his existence. And to say, that they are either
antecedent OT consequent, dependent or independent of his Will, would be equally
absurd. To ask, therefore, whether there be not something right and wrong", antecedent to the Will of God, to render his Will capable of being right, is as absurd,
as to ask for some antecedent cause of his existence, that he may be proved to
exist necessarily.
And to ask, how God can be good, if there be not something
good independently of him, is asking how he can be infinite, if there be not something infinite independently of him. And, to seek for any other source or reason
of the divine Goodness, besides the divine Nature, is like seeking for some exter-

ly

nal cause, and help of the divine omnipotence.
The goodness and wisdom, therefore, by which God is wise and-good, and to
which ail his works of wisdom and goodness are owing, are neither antecedeu:,
nor conseqiic7it to his Will.

—
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and

in your spirit ^ which are
be considered, not only as
our duty, but our highest wisdom ; as it is said, The fear of the
Lordy that is xvisdotn^ and to depart from cviiy is underatanding,
Job xxviii. 2S. hereby, in some measure, we answer the end

fore glor'ijij Gccl hi your bodi/,
God^dy 1 Cor. vi. 2. And thi:;

may

And it is our interest, inand inseparably connected with
our present and future blessedness Nevertheless we are to be
very sensible that this is out oi our own power, as our Saviour
says, Without me ye can do nothings Jol^n xv. 5. Therefore we
should exercise a constant dependence on him, who works in
his people both to will and to do, of his own good pleasure.
We might liere consider the nature and properties of that duty
and obedience which we owe to God.
1. If it be such as we hope God will accept or approve of,
it must proceed from a renewed nature, and as a consequence
thereof, from a principle of love to God, as a reconciled Father;
not from a slavish fear and dread of his wrath, as a sin-revenging Judge. Thus the Psalmist says. There is forgiveness with
ibr

which we came

asmuch

as

it is

into the v/orid.

conducive

to,

:

thee^ that

thou viayest he feared^ Psal. cxxx. 4.

ought to be without the least reserve, as containingready compliance with whatever he commands ; and hereby we
ought to approve ourselves to him, as our sovereign Lord and
Law-giver, and consider that we are under his all-seeing eye
and accordingly his glory is to be assigned as the highest end
2.

of

all

It

we

do.

ought to be performed with constancy ; and therefore
it doth not consist barely in a sudden fit of devotion, arising
from the dictates of an awakened conscience, or the dread we
have of his wrath, when under some distressing providence
but it ought to be the constant work and business of life. And,
4. When we have done or suffered most for God, we are not
S.

It

only to consider ourselves as unprofitable servants, Luke xvii.
10. as our Saviour expresses it ; but we must lament our imperfections, and be deeply humbled for the iniquities that attend our holy things ; inasmuch as there is not a just man upon
earth that doth good^ and sinncth not^ Eccles. vii. 20.
II. In order to our yielding obedience, it is necessary that
God should signify to us, in what instances he will be obeyed,
and the manner how it is to be performed ; otherwise it would
rather be a fulfilling our own will than his.
None but those
who are authorized hereto, and receive what tliey impart to ui
by divine iaspiralion, can, v/ithout the boldest presumption,
assume this prerogative to themselves, so as to prescribe to us
a rule of duty to God ; and therefore it follows, that tliis obedience must be to his revealed will. The secret purposes of God
:^:-e th
rule :<\\d meas'.U!;" of his ov.n ucfin^s ; bi.'.t his r' v<'ii!*?d
.'

;
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will is the rule of our obedience.
Secret thmgs belong unto the
Lord our God; but those things xvhich are revealed^ belong unto
us and to our children^ Deut. xxix. 29.
Ill, The will of God, as thus made known to us, is called a
Law Which, that we may farther understand, let us consider,
:

that a law

the decree or revealed will of a sovereign, design-

is

ed to direct and govern the actions of his subjects, and thereby to secure his own honour and their welfare. And if this
be applied to the law of God, v/e must consider him as our
Lord and Sovereign, whose v/ill is the rule of our actions ; and
he being infinitely wise and good, is able and inclined to direct
us in those things that are conducive to his own honour and
our safety and happiness and this he has been pleased to do,
and accordingly has given us a law as the rule of life.
The laws of God are either such as take their rise from hlf.
holy nature, and accordingly our obligation to yield obedience
thereto, proceeds not only or principally from the command oi
God, but from their being agreeable to his divine perfections,
which must be assigned as the reason of his prescribing them
as matter of duty. These are all reducible to what we call, in
general, the law of nature ; which, because it is agreeable to the
dictates of reason, it is called, by way of eminency, The moral
;

law. Thus when
led to confess that
to

obey him

;

we consider ourselves as creatures, we are
we are subject to God, and therefore bound
and when we think of him as a God of infinite

must be agreeable thereunto; and because he is a Spirit, it must be performed in a spiritual manner; and as he is a holy God, he is to be worshipped with reverence and holy fear. Thus far we are induced to yield obedience by the law of nature.
But, on the other hanjJ, there are many laws relating to the
circumstances or manner in which God will be worshipped,
which are founded in his sovereign will ; and these we call
positive laws. Of this kind was that law given to our first
parents, not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil
and, doubtless, there were many other laws given to them relating to their conduct of life, and mode of worship, though
they are not particularly mentioned in that short history we
have of the state of man before the fall. As for the moral law,
it is said, in one of the answers we are explaining, to have been
revealed to Adam in his state of innocency, and to all mankind in him. Its being revealed to man, must be supposed to
be a less proper way of speaking; inasmuch as that method of
discovery is more especially applicable to positive laws ; and
therefore I would rather chuse to express it as it is in a foregoing answer*', by God's writing his laws in the hearts of our
perfection, this obedience

*

See Quest- xvii
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commands of the moral law on
power of reasoning, v/ith which
they -vvere endowed, they might attain to the knowledge thereof. So that man, by the light of nature, knew all things confiiot

parents, or impressing the

their nature

so that by the

;

tained in the moral law.

As

to v.'hat

was given

to

farther said in this answer, that the moral law
in innocency ; that has been considered else-

is

man

where. And as all mankind were represented by him, so we
are to understand tliose words, that it was given to all mankind
in him.
But these things have been insisted on in another
place, as also what relates to his being prohibited from eating
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, I shall pass it over,
and proceed to speak more particularly concerning the moral
law, together Vv'ith the use thereof to all sorts of men.

Quest. XCIII.

JF/iat is the

moral law f

Answ. The moral law

is the declaration of the will of God.
mankind, directing and binding every one to personal,
perfect, and perpetual conformity and obedience thereunto,
in the frame and disposition of the whole man, soul and body;>
and in performance of all those duties of holiness and righteousness which he oweth to God and man ; promising lift*
upon the fulfilling, and threatening death upon the breach oi

to

it.

Quest. XCIV.

Is there anij use

of the moral law

to 7nan^

since the fall ?

Answ. Although no man,

since the fall, can attain to righteby the moral law ; yet there is great use
thereof, as well common to all men, as peculiar, either to th^

ousness and

life

unrcgenerate, or the regenerate.

Quest. XCV. Gfvjhat use

is

the moral

Answ. The moral law

law

to all

men P

is of use to all men, to inform them of
the holy nature and will of God, and of their duty, binding
them to walk accordingly ; to convince them of their disability to keep it, and of the sinful pollution of their nature,
hearts, and lives ; to humble them in a sense of their sia
and misery, and thereby help them to a clearer sight of the
need they have of Christ, and of the perfection of his obedience.

Vol.

III.

2

F
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"Quest. XCVIto

What particular

unregenerate men

use

is

there cf the inorallato

'9

J^NSW. The moral law is of use to unregenerate men, to awaken their consciences to fly from wratfc to come, and to drive
them to Christ ; or, upon their continuance in the estate and
way of sin, to leave them inexcusable, and under the curse
thereof.

Quest. XCVII. Whdt
to the

special use is there of the moral

law

regenerate ?

Although they that are regenerate, and believe in
from the moral law as a covenant of
works, so as thereby they are neither justified, nor condemn^
ed; yet beside the general uses thereof common to them
%vith all men, it is of special use to shew them how much
they are bound to Christ for his fulfilling it, and enduring
the curse thereof in their stead, and for their good; and thereby to provoke them to more thankfulness, and to express the
same in their greater care, to conform themselves thereunto,

A^Jsw.

Christ, be delivered

as the rule of their obedience.

these answers we have,
description of the moral law, in which
serve,

IN

I.

A

we may

o1>f

a declaration of the will of God to mankind,
not be destitute of a rule to guide and regulate
our behaviour, both towards God and man. This is the first
idea contained in a law ; and there is another, which respects
the obligation which we are laid under hereby, arising from
our being creatures, and consequently subject to God, who, as
the supreme governor, has an undoubted right to demand obedience from us to every thing that he prescribes and reveals to
us, as a rule for our direction therein.
Moreover, that which
God requires of us in this law, is, personal, perfect, and perpetual conformity and obedience thereunto.
(1.) It must be personal, as denoting that it is not to be performed by proxy ; so that whatever services we may expect
from men, we must not conclude that they can perform obedience for us to God, and thereby fulfil the obligation we are
personally laid under. Yea, we may proceed farther, and assert, that what Christ has performed for us, does not exempt
us from an obligation to yield perfect obedience ; though it is
not to be performed by us with the same view with which he
performed it, as will be farther considered under a following
1.

That

that so

it is

we may

;
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head, whore we shall shew, that though it is not to be obeyed
by us as a covenant of works ; nevertheless we are obliged to
obey it as a rule of life.
(2.) Our obedience to the law of God must be perfect. The

same

obligation that

man was under

at first, to yield perfect

obedience, remains still in force, though we are not able to perform it. The insolvency of man by the fall, did not cancel op
disannul this debt *.
And how much soever God may own
and approve of the sincerity of his people, which is all the perfection which fallen man can arrive to in this world ; yet we
must not suppose, that hereby we fulfil tjie obligation which
God, as a law-giver, has laid us under. This I the rather take
notice of, that there may not be the least ground to suppose
that we make void the law, but rather establish it, and thereby
assert the right which God has to that perfection of obedience,
which is due from us, though unable to perform it.
(3.) It must be perpetual, without backsliding from God, or
the least remissness in our duty to him ; and therefore there is
no abatement or dispensation allowed of, that may give countenance to the least defect of this obedience. Thus the Psalmist says, I will neverforget thy precepts^ Psal. cxix. 93. an(^.
Every day rvill I bless thee^ and I will praise thy name for ever
and ever^ Psal. cxlv. 2. Moreover, we may observe, that this
obedience is to be performed with the whole man, and in particular, by the soul, with the utmost intenseness, in all the powers and faculties thereof. Accordingly our understandings are
to be rightly instructed, as to what respects the matter and
manner of performing it; our wills to be entirely subjected to
the will of God, and our affections engaged therein, as being
sanctified and excited by the Spirit, to the end, that duty may
be performed v/ith delight, arising from the love which we
bear to him, whose servants we are.
It is also to be performed with our bodies.
The form.er,
includes in it that obedience more especially which is internal

which

This

what

is styled a lower
so far from be in^ acceptable, as the apostle says, that Bodily exercise prof teth little^
1 Tim. iv. 8. Nevertheless, as the body is an instrument of the
soul in acting, that service which is performed therein, is ab-

this, that

sort of obedience

is

;

external.

and

if

we

resthere,

is

it is

fiolutcl>- necessary ; and therefore all religious worship is to be
engaged in with a becoming reverence that is external, as wej^
without which the soul cannot be
as that which is internal
said to engage in any religious duties, in a becctfning manner*
;

It is farther

liness
•

observed, that this obedience includes in it hoThe former of these respects more

and righteousness.

Ttis a

Ar,79TJrt

maxim

iv the rvil Jair^ Ccfan'.i cnpncitatt tubdilinvr ;c:~at el:
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especially our duty to God, which, being a branch of religious
worship, ought to be peribrmed with a reverential fear of his
divine Majesty, and that due regard to his infinite purity, and
entire dedication and consecration of ourselves to him, as becomes those who are sanctified by his Spirit, and enabled to
exercise all those graces whereby we may approve ourselves
his faithful servants and subjects.
The latter more especially
respects those duties which we owe to men, in the various relations we stand in to them, which is incumbent on us as what
is enjoined by God.
2. The moral law is farther considered as having a promise
of life annexed to it, and a threatning of death upon the breach
thereof. This
to the law.

what is generally called the sanction annexed
law without a sanction would not be much regarded, especially by those who have not a due sense of their
obligation to obedience.
Persons are very much disposed to
enquire, when a command is given, what the consequences of
their obeying or disregarding it will be ? and this being made,
known before hand, is a strong motive to obedience. If God
is pleased, out of his abundant grace, to encourage his people,
by giving them to expect some blessings that he will bestow
on those that obey him, it is, in some respect, necessary that
this should be known. But especially since punishment, in proportion to the nature of the crime, will be the consequence of
disobedience, it is becoming the divine perfections to let it be
known, that the wages of sin is death. And this was not only
annexed to the moral law, but equally impressed on the nature
of man, who could not but know, that rebellion against God
would be punished with a separation from him, and that all
is

A

those miseries would attend it, in proportion to the respective
aggravation thereof, that it deserves.

We

II.
have an account of the use of the moral law since
the fall ; and that either with respect to mankind in general,
or the unregenerate and regenerate. And here it is observed,
that no man since the fall, can attain righteousness and life by
it ; therefore it is not to be used v/ith that view.
From whence
we may infer, that this might have been attained by man before the fall, according to the tenor of the covenant which he
was under, the sum and substance whereof was that the man
that doth these things shall live by ihcrn^ Rom. x. 5. as the npostle says.
Eternal life was promised to man in innocency ;
and he was then able to yield sinless obedience, which was the
condition thereof. But it is impossible for fallen man thus to
obey ; for how perfect soever his obedience may be for the iuture, it is supposed, from the nature of the thing, that it can-

not be sinless, after sin has been committed ; and it would be
a reflection on the justice and holiness of God, for us to con-
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elude that he will accept of imperfect obedience, instead of perTherefore it follows, that a right to life is not to be
expected from our imperfect obedience to the law, as the apostle says, By the deeds oj the laiv there shall no fiesh be justified^
chap. iii. 20. in God's sight ; in this respect our own righteousness is represented not only as faulty and defective, but as
altogether insufficient to procure an interest in the divine favour, or to exempt us from the punishment which is due to us
It is one thing to say, that eternal life is connected
for sin.
with obedience, so that no one can have the least ground to
t:xpect it without it ; and another thing to say, that it is founded upon it, or, that it gives us a right and title to it. Nevertheless, we are not to conclude that tlie law is of no use ; for,
1. It is of use to all men, ia several respects :
(1.) It informs us of the holy nature and will of God, and
of our duty to him. This is the first idea we have of a law*,
which signifies more especially a doctrine ; and, as the subjectmatter thereof, respects our being taught what we are obliged
to, as commanded by a law-giver, it signifies a law.
The divine perfections are eminently instamped on it in very legible
characters ; his sovereignty, as having a right to demand obedience ; his holiness in the matter thereof, and in the obligation we are herein laid under to be holy in all conversation ; because it is written^ be ye holy^for I am holy^ 1 Pet. i. 15, 16.
and therefore this perfection is set forth in those threatnings
that are annexed to it, whereby the xurath of God is revealed
agcmiH alhmgodliness and unrighteousness of men^ Rom. i. 18.
As it is designed to discover our secret faults, that we may be
humbled for them, and hereby a multitude of sins may be prevented, so it not only sets forth the holiness, but the goodness
of God ; and indeed there is nothing enjoined therein as cur
duty, but what includes in it some advantage. Thus the Psalmist describes it as more to be desired than gold^ yea, tha?i
v.iuch fine gold ; sweeter also than honey and the honey comb ;
and adds, that in keeping thereof there is great rezvard, PsaJ.
fect.

U.
The moral law

xix. 10,
(2.)

perform that which

is

is of use to all men, as it binds them to
therein enjoined as matter of duty, which

another idea contained in a law, viz. as it is that v/hich binds
the consciences of men, that so we may not vainly and presumptuously conclude, to our own destruction, that we may
live as wc list, or say, who is Lord over us ? It is a great instance of the care and goodness of God, that he has taken thi'
method to prevent that ruin which would arise from our withdrawing the allegiance which we owe to him, and lay us un-

is

''

Thus

the v'ord HT'TI, is (laiveil from

ni),

^^idicit,

pr vJaTn

rr'>u.st^'tv:t.
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engagement to seek after that blessedness
connected with obedience to him.
are hereby convinced of our inability to keep the
(3.)
law, and of the sinful pollution of our nature, hearts, and lives,
as an expedient to humble us under the sense of sin and misery.
The law being spiritual, we are thereby convinced that we are
carfialy and sold under *i«, as the apostle expresses it, Rom.
vii. 14. And he also says, I had not known sin^ but by the
laWj ver. 7. When we consider ourselves as being obliged to
yield perfect obedience, and compare our hearts and lives therewith, we shall see nothing but holiness and purity on the one
hand, and a wretched mass of corruption and impurity on the
Other.
God demands perfect obedience ; and we are unable,
of ourselves, to perform any obedience. And our best duties
being attended with many imperfections, we are hereby led to
be humbled under a sense of sin, whatever thoughts we, before this, had of ourselves.
When the law enters^ sin will ahoundy chap. v. 20. and if we were apprehensive that we "were
alive, as the apostle expresseth it, xvithout the law ; xvhen the
coinmandment comes, si7i will revive and we die, chap. vii. 9.
and see ourselves exposed to the miseries threatened to those
der the

which

strictest

is

We

that violate
(4.)

arises a clear sight of the need that perChrist, and of the perfection of his obedience.
v/e find ourselves condemned by the law, and that righ-

sons have

When

it.

From hence
(>f

teousness is not to be attained by our own obedience to it, then
we are led to see our need of seeking it elsewhere ; and when
the gospel gives us a discovery of Christ, as ordained by God,
to procure for us righteousness, or a right to eternal life by his
obedience, this will shew us the need we have of faith in him,
whereby we derive from him that which could not be attained
by our own conformity to the law.
2. The moral law is of use in particular to the unregenerate.
have considered, under the former head, that it is
of use to all men (among whom the unregenerate are included)
as it gives them a discovery of the pollution and guilt of sin j
and now we are led to enquire into the consequence hereof.
Sin may be charged on the conscience, and the guilt thereot
make it very uneasy, so that a person may apprehend himself
under the condemning sentence of the law, and yet receive no
saving advantage hereby ; he may have a sight of sin, and not
be truly humbled for it or turned from it.
In some, corruption is hereby excited, and the soul gro^V-s worse than it was
before ; thus the apostle sa3'S, sin taking occasion bij the comma?idment, wrought in :ne all manner of concupiscence, ver. 8.
Others, when filled with a dread of the wrath of God, arc in*
clined to 'itre^ch out their hand against him, and strengthen

We
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themselves against the Almighty ; resolving, some way or
other, to disentangle themselves, though they render their conThese are compared to a wild
dition much worse thereby.
dull in a net, full of the fury of the Lord, Isa. li. 20. or, as our
Saviour says concerning Paul, before his conversion, they kick
against the pricks. Acts ix. 5. Every step they take to free
themselves from the horrible pit and miry clay, into which
they are cast, sinks them deeper into it. Others are convinced
of sin by the law, and, at the same time, despair of obtaining
mercy j they complain with Cain, My punishment is greater
than I can bear. Gen. iv. 13. or, as it is in the margin. Mine
These see
inifjuity is greater than that it may be forgiven.
themselves lost, or condemned by the law, but have ne sight
of Christ as coming into the world to save sinners, or, at least,,
the chief of them. The wound is opened, but there are no healing medicines applied. But there are others whose condition
is no less dangerous, in whom the xvound is healed slightly^
who say. Peace, peace, xvhen there is no peace, Jer. vi, 14.
They are indeed, convinced of sin, and this is attended sometimes with an external humiliation, arising from the dread of
God's judgments. This effect it had in Pharaoh, Exod. x. 16,
29. and they are willing to
17. and Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 27
part with some particular sins, while they indulge others, that
by this partial reformation they may free themselves irom the
condemning sentence of the law ; but all this is to no purpose,
sin gains strength hereby, and the guilt thereof is still increasThis is a wrong method taken to flee from the wrath to
ed.
come ; and therefore, when these convictions of sin have a good
This is
issue, in flying from it, they have recourse to Christ.
called a being driven to Christ; by which we are to understand
that they see themselves under an unavoidable necessity of going to him, as not being able to find peace or solid rest elsewhere. But since this eifect is, in a peculiar manner, ascribed
to the gospel, the law being only the remote means hereof, I
would rather express it by their being drawn to him, or encouraged by the grace contained therein, to close with him by
faith ; and then the work is rendered effectual, and convictions
end in a saving conversion. But if it be otherwise, or they
apply themselves to indirect means, to ease themselves of the
burden that lies on them, they are fiirther described as left inexcusable, and ^till remaining under the curse and condemning
sentence of the law.
In consider3. The moral law is of use to the regenerate.
ing which it may be observed ; that there is something supposed in the answer, which treats on this subject, n3mely, ihat
they who believe in Christ are delivered from it as a covenant
of works i which is the only sense in which we are to under-

—

;
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Stand those scriptures, which speak of believers as not being
under the /aw, Rom. vi. 14. and being dead to the law^ chap,
vii. 4. as being redeemedfrom the curse thereof Gal. iii. 13.
The moral law is to be considered in two respects, as a rule
of life, and so no one is delivered from it ; or else, as a covenant of works, in the same sense in which it was given to man
in innocency, the condition of which was his performing perfect obedience, in default whereof he was liable to a sentence
of death. In this latter respect a believer is delivered from it»
This is the great privilege that such are made partakers of
in the gospel ; which sets forth Christ as our Surety, performing perfect obedience for us, and enduring the curse v/e were
liable to; so that though it was a covenant of v/orks to him, it
ceases to be so to them who are interested in him ; and accordingly it is farther added, that they are hereby neither justified
nor condemned. Not justified ; thus the apostle says, Bij the
deed-^ of the law shall no flesh bejusttfed, Rom. iii. 20. This
is therefore only to be expected from him who is the Lord our
righteousness^ Jer. xxiii. 6. in whom all the seed of Israel shall
be justified^ and glory ^ Isa. xlv. 25. Nor are they condemned
by the law ; for that is inconsistent with a justified state ; as
the apostle says, There is no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus., Rom. viii. 1. However, we must distinguish
between a believer's actions being condemned by the law, or
his being reproved thereby, and laid under conviction, for sin8
daily committed ; and his being in a condemned state, according to the sentence thereof.
are far from denying that a
believer is under an obligation to condemn or abhor himself,
that is, to confess that he deserves to be condemned, by God,
for the sins that he commits, which, if he should mark, or punish him according to the demerit of, he could not stand. Thus
the Psalmist says, though speaking of himself as a believer,
and consequently in a justified state, Enter not into judgment
ivith thy servant ; for in thy sight shall no man living bejustified^ Psal. cxliii. 2. This a believer may say, and yet not conclude himself to be in a state of condemnation ; inasmuch as
he sees himself, by faith, to have ground to determine that he
is delivered from, and so not condemned by the law, as a co\'enant of works.
Moreover, it is observed, on the other hand, in the answer
tmder our present consideration, that the moral law is of use
to a believer, in those respects in which it is of use to all men
and therefore he is laid under the strictest obligation to perform all the duties which we owe to God and man, and to be
humbled for those defects which he has reason to charge himself with, which call for the daily exercise of repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ»
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But as to the specinl use of the moral law to those who
are regenerate, as distinguished from all others, it is said to
shew them how much they are bound to Christ for his fulfilling it, and endurinj^ the curse thereof in their stead, and for
their good. Thus Christ is said to be the end of the law for

Rom. x. 4. that is, he has answered the end and
the law, by performing that obedience which it requires, and thereby procuring a justifying righteousness, which
is applied to every one that believes. This lays them under a
righteousness^

demand of

superadded obligation to obedience, peculiar to them as beso that they are not only en^ged to the practice of
from the consideration of the sovereignty
of God commanding in common with all others, but from the
love of Christy which does as it were constrain them hereunto,
2 Cor. v. 14. And hereby they are said to be provoked to
more thankfulness, as they have greater inducements hereunto
than any others ; and this gratitude cannot be better expressed
than by the utmost care to approve themselves to him in all
things. Therefore the grace of God is so far from leading to
licentiousness, that all who have experienced it, are hereby
put upon the exercise of that obedience which they owe to God
as their rightful Lord and Sovereign, and to Christ as their
gracious Redeemer, whom they love entirely; and therefore
iitvers

;

Tiniversul holiness,

keep his commandments.
I cannot but here take occasion to observe, not only with
dislike, but a just indignation, how some, under a pretence of
religion, sap the very foundation of it, while they frequently
make mention of the gospel, and the liberty wherewith Christ
has made his people free, and at the same time abuse it, not
only by practising, but pleading for licentiousness. The Epicureans were libertines among the Heathen, and the Sadducees
nmong the Jews; but these were vile and profligate out of
principle; either denying the being of a God, or disowning
his perfections as well as future rewards and punishments and
therefore it is no wonder they had no regard to the divine
law. But I want words to express the wickedness of those
who pervert the gospel of Christ, as though that exempted
them from the obligation which all are under to universal obe;

dience.

The

had to do with some such in his day ; and therethem as saying, Is the law sin? that is, since
we are delivered from the condemning sentence thereof, may
we not take encouragement from thence to sin I or, as he elsewhere brings them in as saying. Shall roe contimte in sin, thai
grace may abound P chap. vi. 1. To both which he replits,
apostle

fore he represents

with the greatest detestation, God forbid. After this, in an
early age of tb** rliurcli, the Nicolaitans, Rev. ii. 6. and Gnos3
Voi,, 111=

G

;
,
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and among them, the Valentinians held ihese pcrnjclojir
opinions, and encouraged themselves in the practice of the
greatest immoralities*. And Augustin speaks of the Aetians
and Eunomians, who lived in his time, -vvho pretended that
any one who persisted in the vilest crimes, would receive no
dt-triment thereby, provided they adhered to the sentiments
tics,

which they advanced f. And there are many, in later ages^
whose sentiments have been, in this respect, subversive of ali
religion and from their denying the obligation we are undei
to yield obedience to the law of God, are justly called Anti;

nomians.

However, that we may not appear to be unjust to the chaof men, let it be considered, that we are not here speaking of the charge of Antinomianism, which some, who defend
ractei-s

or oppose the doctrines of grace, bring against each other ; as
ijupposing that their respective sentiments lead to licentiousness. The Papists and Pelagians pretend, though unjustly,
that the doctrine of predestination, efficacious grace, and the
final perseverance of the saints, is liable to this charge; while
they on the other hand, lay themselves open to the like charge,
by advancing doctrines which have the most pernicious ten-

dency, as subversive of practical godliness, in various instances
particularly their asserting, that God in the gospel-covenant»
dispenses with imperfect obedience instead of perfect; and
no other than what we are able to perform without the
aids of divine grace. But this we pass over, leaving each party
to defend their scheme from this imputation.
As to others, v/ho are more especially known by the character of Antinomians, these are of two sorts, namely, such
who openlv mamtain that the moral law is not a rule of life in
any sense; and that good works are not to be insisted on as
having any reference to salvation; and therefore, if persons
presume, as they, according to them, ought to do, that Christ
died for them, and they were justified before they had a being,
they may live in the practice of the greatest immoralities, or
!t=;ive countenance to them that do so, without entertaining the
least doubt of their salvation ; and that it is a preposterous
thing for those who thus presumptuously conclude themselves
to be justified, to confess themselves guiltv of sin; since that
would be to deny that they are in a justified state, or in any
sense, to pray for the pardon thereof; since that would argu'..
that it is not forgiven. Neither can they, with any tolerable

this is

* Vid.

Gov. IJist. lit. Tom. I. Page 30.
Aug. di Harts. Cap. iiv. lohtive spsaking of Eunomius, he

says, Fcrtuv
fliam usqne udco fnisse bonis moridus inifnicus, 2it asseveruret, fjuod niliil cuigui-besset, qtiomni'iibet perpetraiio cc perseverantia peccataj'um, si /n.'Jus qux ab illo
ducebatiirf fidai particeps esset.
"^^
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Jcgrec of patience, entertain tht- least exhortations to practical
godliness; because they pretoncl, that they are exempted from
the obligation to perform any branch thereof, by their not being under the law. Nay, some of them have been so impudent,
iad daringly wicked, as to assert, that if they should commit
murder, adultery, or any other crimes of the like nature, even
this would be no bar in the wav of their salvation
nor tlie
most vile sins that can be committed, do them any hurt, or in
;

ihe least affect their eternal state. I have, indeed, sometinic;>
thought that this representation of Antinomianism was no otht.r
than a consequence, deduced from some absurd doctrines that
have been maintained ; or that so much of hell could never put
on the mask or shew of religion in any degree ; and that this
character belonged to none but those who are open and professed Atheists. But though my lot has not been cast among
persons of so vile a character, yet I have been informed, by
d^ose whose souls have been grievfd with such conversation,
that there are some in the world who thus set themselves
against the law of God.
There are others, indeed, who are styled Antlnomians,
whose conversation is blameless, and are riOt therefore to be
ranked with these men, or judged Antinonriians in practice;
who, nevertheless, do great disservice to the truth ; and, it may
be, give occasion to some to be licentious, by advancing linguarded expressions, which will admit of a double construction, without condescending to explain sonic bold positions,
v/hich they occasionally lay down.

Thus when they maintain eternal justification, without considering it as an immanenc act in God, or as his secret determination, not to impute sin to those who are given to Christ;
ijut ascribe that to it, which is only to be applied to justification, as it is the result of God's revealed will, in which ix'spect
;t is said to be by faith
and when they encourage persons
from hence, to conclude that their state is safe ; and to maintain that it is the duty of every one to believe that he is thus
justified; this lias certainly a tendency to lead some out of the
way of truth and holiness, whether they design it or no. And
when others speak diminutively of good works as though they
were in no sense necessary to salvation, because they arc no>;
.the matter of our justification. This may give occasion to
some to think that they may be saved without them.
And v/hen others deny the law to be a rule of life, or r.?=?ert
that believers have nothing to do with it; though, it may be.
:hey understand nothing else by it, but that it is not that rui'-,
iccordi-jg to which God proceeds in justifying, or giving his
people a right to etL-rnal life; or, that a believer is not und^r
:

the

!?.•''',

as a covenant of

works;

vf-t

many would he

r^'ady
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think the words had a different meaning, and so be led out of
the way thereby, how far soever this might be from their intention. And if a person seems studiously to avoid confessing
of sin, or praying for forgiveness, some would be ready to
judge of his sentiments by his practice; and Certainly our denying this to be a duty in any sense, is not only contrary to
scripture, but inconsistent with that humility and faith which
are essential to practical godliness. Or when persons deny that
self-examination is a duty ; and speak of all marks and evidences of grace, though never so just and agreeable to the
scripture-account thereof, as legal, or a low way, in order to a
person's coming to the knowledge of himself; or suppose that
they are unnecessary, as being inconsistent with the Spirit's
testimony: This has a tendency to lead to presumption, which
is a degree of licentiousness.
Moreover, when they assert thaj; God is not angry with his
people for their sins, nor, in any sense, punishes them for them,
without distinguishing between fatherly chastisements, and the
stroke of vindictive justice, or the external and sensible effects
of that hatred which God cannot but exercise against sin, and
his casting them out of a justified state: Such doctrines, as
these lead some persons to licentiousness, whatever be the
secret meaning of those that advance them.
have an instance of this, as the historian observes*, in
Agricola, who was Luther's towns-man, and great admirer;
who, as it is probable, did not thoroughly understand what he
maintained concerning the subserviency of the law to the gospel, and its having no place in the justification of a sinner; or
else, from some unguarded expressions, which he was sometimes apt to make use of; this friend of his took occasion to
advance some Antinomian tenets, viz, that repentance ought
not to be urged from the consideration of the breach of the
law; and that the gospel ought to be preached to sinners before they are brought under conviction by the law; and that
how scandalous and debauched soever persons be in their
lives, yet, if they do but believe the promises of the gospel,
they shall be justified. In this, Agricola was followed by a
party of men; and accordingly Antinomianism is said to have
taken its rise, in this part of the world, from that time. Luther,
on the other hand, was forced to take a great deal of pains to
rectify his mistakes ; which, though it tended to his conviction,
yet it did not put a stop to the spread of his errors, which he
had before propagated.
As for those who were charged with Antinomianism in
England, in the last centur}-, such as Dr. Crisp, Eaton, Salt-

We
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Town, and others, whatever their design might be, and
how much soever they were remote from the charge of Anti-

iuarsh,

nomianism in piwctice; though it be alleged in their vindication, by some, that the principal thing they had in view, was
to bear their testimony against the prevailing doctrine of Arminianism, that was studiously propagated by some persons of
great character and influence in the nation
Nevertheless, we
cannot but conclude, that they had done more service to the
cause of truth, had they been more cautious in explaining their
sentiments, and saved those, v/ho had favourable thoughts of
them in other respects, the trouble of producing some expres:

sions out of their writings, to convince the world that they did
not hold those dangerous notions which were charged upon
them and it Is too evident to be denied, that many have
taken thtm in the worst sense ; who have from hence been
ready to charge the most important doctrines of the gospel, as
:

leading to licentiousness, ancl this has made some more sparing in defending those truths which ought to have been insisted on, and explained, though in other words more intelligible
and unexceptionable.

Quest. XCVIII. Where

is

the Dwral lazv su}n?narilij compre-

hended P

Answ. The moral law is summarily comprehended in the
Ten commandments, which were delivered by the v'oice of

God upon mount

Sinai,

and written by him

in

two

tables of

Exodus ;
the four first Commandments containing our duty to God,
and the other six our duty to man.
stone,

and are recorded

HAVING
heart of

moral law, as written on the
and the knowledge thereof, in some
who exercise their reasoning powers :

considered

man

in tlie twentieth chapter of

tlve

at first,

degree attainable by

all

We

are in this, and some following answers, led to consider
that epitome, or abstract' thereof, that was given to the Israelites
by the voice of God upon mount Sinai, which is contained in

Ten Commandments,
since we are considering this instance of divine condescension to them, it may not be reckoned altogether foreign to

the

But

our present design, for us to give some brief account of those
laws which God gave, togedier with the moral law
most of which were communicated fiom mount Sinai And
therefore we may observe, that together with the moral lav,-,
there were several forensic or judicial laws given bv God for
the govcrnrae;it of the people cf Isn'.el, which more especially
otlier

;

:
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respected their civil rights. And there were other laws wfiich
had a more immediate subserviency to their attaining the
knowledge of those things which related to the way of salvation by the promised Messiah, which are more fully revealed
in the gospel
And this is what we call the ceremonial law.
Both these are to be considered before we come to speak concerning the moral law, as summarily comprehended in the
:

Ten Commandments,
1. Concerning the judicial law. It cannot be supposed that
so great a people, so much interested in the care of God, to
whom he condescended to be their king, should be without a
body of laws for their government Accordingly there were
:

some given them by him, which were founded in, and agreeable to the law of nature and nations ; which all well-governed
states observe unto this day, viz. that murder should be punished with death; theft with restitution, or some other punishment that may best tend to deter from it. Moreover, besides
these, there were other judicial laws given to Israel, which had
a more immediate tendency to promote their civil welfare, as
a nation distinguished from all others in the world which
laws expired when their civil policy was extinct. And these
;

were,
1= Such as tended to prevent the alienation of inheritances
from the respective families to which they were at first given.
Accordingly God commanded, that if a man died without
children, his brother should marry his widow to raise up seed
to him, to inherit his estate and name, Deut. xxv. 5, 6. Matt.

xxii. 24.
2. If an Israelite was waxen poor, and obliged to sell his
land, for the payment of his debts ; the purchaser was to ad-

mit any of his family to redeem it ; or, if they could not, he
was, nevertheless, to restore the land at the year of Jiibilcey
which was every fiftieth year, Levit. xxv. 11, 12, 13, 25,
26, 27.
3. If an

Hebrew servant was sold for the payment of debts,
which he could not otherwise discharge ; his master was obliged to release him after six years service, Exod. xxi. 2. But if
the servant chose to stay with his master longer than that time,
out of the love he bore to him ; then he was to have his ear
bored, as a token that he should serve him, without being subject to the aforesaid laws, which made provision for his discharge after a certain number of years, ver. 5, 6.
4. The land was to lie untilled, and the vine-yards and oliveyards were to be free for every one to come and eat of the
fruit thereof every seventh year
designed more especially for
the relief of the poor, amongst ihcm, who had no distinct inheritance of their own^ chap, xxiii. 10^
;
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J. They were prohibited from taking usury of an Israelite,
though they might of a stranger. The reason of which law
might be, either that they might exercise brotherly kindnes'and charity to one another, in which sense the law is in force
to this day ; especially when the poor borrow money to supply
themselves with necessary food, in which case it is now un-

lawful to take usuiy. Or else it is to be considered, that the
Israelites lived upon their farms or cattle, by which they seldom got more than what was a necessary provision for their
iumilies. And therefore the paying usury whenever they werr
necessitated to borrow money, would have procured their ruin
in the end. Therefore they were not to take usury of an Israelite, but of a stranger they might; because they enriched

themselves by merchandise, aui^ were gainers in a way of
by what they borrowed.
6. All the males were to come up to Jerusalem, to appeat*
before God, and perform public worship in the temple three
times a year, viz. at the solemn festivals ; the passover, pentecost, and the feast of tabernacles, Deut. xvi. 16, 17.
7. Six cities of refuge were appointed for those to fly to, for
protection, who killed any one by accident. Though a near
kinsman, as an avenger of blood might kill the man-slayer before he came to one of these cities. The design of which law
was to induce them to take care that none might lose their
lives through inadvertency. And there was provision made in
these cities for the man-slayer to dwell safely; whereby a just
difference v/as put between such an one, and a wilful murderer,
Numb. XXXV. 15, 26, 27. Thus concerning the judicial laws.
now proceed to consider the ceremonial laws that
II.
were given them, the end Avhereof was to lead them into the
knowledge of Christ, and the way of salvation by him, then
to come, Heb. x. 1. Gal. iii. 24, 25. These may be considered
under six heS»ls, which we shall speak briefly to;
[1.] It was ordained, that all their mules should be circumcised. This was designed to be a visible mark put on the
church, whom God had set apart for himself, that hereby they
might be distinguished from tlie world: But the principal design hereof was, that it might be a sign or seal of the blessings
of the covenjmt of grace, in which God promised that he
would be a God to them; and they were hereby to own themtrade,

We

Gen. xvii. 7, 10.
There were various ways whereby persons were reckoned unclean, and ordinances appointed for their cleansing.
They Were rendered unclean, by eaiing those buds, beasts,
fishes, and creeping things, which God had pronounced unclean, and not designed for food, Lev. xi. Moreover, they
were polluted by touching th'^ dead bodies of 5uch '.mclear.
selves as his people,
[2.]
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birds, beasts, fishes, or creeping things, ver. 31. Again, some
diseases, incident to the bodies of men, which were more than

ordinarily noisome, rendered them unclean, as the issue, leprosy, ^c. Lev. XV. 2, £ff sey. and ch. xiii. and the clothes
they wore, the houses they lived in, the beds on which they
lay, their ovens and the vessels used in eating or drinking,
were, on several accounts, deemed unclean, and accordingly
were either to be cleansed or destroyed; otherwise the owners
thereof would be polluted hereby *,

This law was designed to signify how odious and abominable sin, which is a moral pollution, is, in God's account, who
might
is of purer eyes than to behold iniquitij^ Hab. i. 13.
also observe ; that there are various ordinances appointed for
their cleansing, in order to which, several sacrifices were to be
offered, and divers washings with water. Lev. xiii
15. The
former of these signified the way of our being delivered from
sin by the blood of Christ, as the procuring cause of forgiveness, Heb. ix. 13, 14. Eph. i. 7. the latter, our being cleansed
from sin by tlie internal, powerful influences of the Holy
Spirit, in regeneration and sanctification, Ezek. xxxvi. 25
2r. Heb. X. 22. Tit. iii. 5, 6.
[3.] There were holy places, such as the tabernacle and
temple, with the vessels and ornaments thereof. The tabernacle was erected according to the pattern which God shewed to
Moses in the mount, Exod. xxv. 40. and was so framed, that
it might be taken to pieces, and removed from place to place,
as often as the host of Israel changed their station in the wilderness : And accordingly there were Levites appointed to take
it down and set it up ; and also waggons with oxen, to carry
it, excepting those parts of it which belonged to the holiest of
all, which were to be carried on their shoulders. Numb. vii. 6.
The temple was that fixed place appointed for public worship at Jerusalem ; first built by Solomon, and afterwards rebuilt by Zerubbabel. And both this and the tabernacle signified,
that God would dwell in the midst of his people, and accept
of that solemn and instituted worship that was to be performed
by his church, in all ages. This was designed to be a type of
the incarnation of the Son of God, who is styled Emmanuel^
God with us; and in allusion hereunto, he calls his body c
temple^ John ii. 19.
Moreover, the courts of this tabernacle and temple, and the
ministry performed therein, had each their respective signification annexed to them. That, in which the priests came daily
to minister, wherein gifts and sacrifices were offered, prefigured Christ's offering himself a sacrifice upon earth, for the sins

We
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See a particular account hereof in Lev. xk 15. Chapters.
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And the inner court, which was the holiest of
which none but the high-priest was to enter, and that
with blood and incense, signified Christ's enttring into heaven^
to appear in the presence of Godfor uSy Heb. ix. 24.
As for the vessels of the tabernacle and temple, tliese were
either such as were in the first court, which is also called the

-of his people.
all,

into

sanctuary; in xvhich xuas the candlestick, the table, and the
shexv-bread. Lev. xxiv. 2
7. Heb. ix. 2. the laver and the
altar. Exod. xxx. 18. all which were designed for types. The
candlestick signified the church, and the preaching the gospel
therein;

Matt.

whereby

V. 14.

light is held forth to the world.

The shew-bread

set up, signified the

Rev.

i.

20.

communion

which the members of the church have with Christ, and with
one another, 1 Cor. x. 17. as he styles himself, the bread of
life^

bread of God, xvhich cometh doxvn froyn heaven, and
unto the xvorld, John vi. 33. The laver signified,

or, the

giveth

life

that when we draw nigh to God, our persons and services
ought to be pure and holy ; to which the apostle alludes, when
he says, Let us draxv near xvith a true heart, in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,
and our bodies xvashed xvith pure xvater, Heb. x. 22. The altar,
which was holy, and sanctified the gift that the high-priest offered thereon, Matt, xxiii. 19. so that every thing that touched
it xvas holy, Exod. xxix. 37. this signified, that the divine nature of Christ added an infinite worth to what he did in the
human; in which he offered himself a sacrifice to God. These

were the vessels

in the outer court.
vessels in the inward court, or holiest of all in xvhich
tvere the golden censer, the ark of the covenant, and the Cherubims of glory shadoxving the mercy seat, Pleb. ix. 3
5. wei'e

The

a symbol and type of God's special presence with his people,
which is their glory or of the Son of God's dwelling with us,
in our nature. The mercy-seat, which was placed over it, signified that the mercy of God was displayed to sinners, through
Christ. The cherubims of glory with their wings spread, overshadowing and looking down upon the mercy-seat, signified
that the angels behold and admire the stupendous work of redemption, 1 Pet. i. 12. The altar of incense, and the golden
censer, were types of the intercession of Christ for his people;
and its fragrancy typified the acceptableness thereof in the
sight of God.
There v/ere, besides these, three more things in the holiest
of all, which are particularly mentioned, viz. the pot c^manna^
which was miraculously preserved from corruption throughout
their generations, as a memorial of the bread which God had
fed them with in the v/ilderness, and a type of Christ, thr;
Ijread of life, who war- *o come down from hf>aven, John vi.
n
Vol. III.
;
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There was

also Aaron's rod,

which was preserved

memory of the wonders that were wrought by it in Egypt,
And it is said to have
at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness
bloosomed and yielded ahnonds, Numb. xvii. 8. which seemed
in

:

to typify the flourishing state of the gospel; which is called,
The rod of God'^s strength^ Psal. ex. 2. Moreover, the two

were put into the ark, whereby the exceeding
was signified ; and also that the law should be
and magnified by Christ, when he came to dwell

tables of the law

holiness of
fulfilled

it

us. Thus we have given a brief account of the holy
vessels of the temple and tabernacle.
might also have added, that there were various ornaments thereof; they were adorned with silver, gold, and pre-

among

We

cious stones, carved, and curious needle-work; which rendered
them exceeding rich and beautiful. The temple in particular,
was the wonder of the world, far surpassing ail other buildings,
7. 1 Chron. xxix. 2
5.
either before or since, Exod. xxv. 3
And this may be supposed to shadow forth the spiritual beauty
and glory of the gospel-church, and of the heavenly state, in
which it shall be brought to its utmost perfection, Rev. xxi.
11
23. Thus concerning those holy places, which were im-

—

—

—

mediately designed for worship.
There were other holy places, such as the land of Canaan,

which was styled the Holy land^ and the inhabitants thereof u
holy nation, or the people of his holiness^ Isa. Ixiii. 18. And as
this was a place where God gave them rest, and a settlement,
after forty years travel in the wilderness, it was a type of that
rest which the church was to expect from Christ under the
gospel, Isa. xi. 10. Heb. iv. 9. Moreover, Jerusalem was an
holy

city,

Nehem.

xi. 1.

Matt.

iv. 5.

because thither the tribes

went up to worship, Psal. cxxii. 4. and God was present with
them there, Ezek. xxxvii. 27, 28.
[4.] There v/ere other laws that respected those whom God
had appointed to be ministers in holy things. These were the
Priests and Levites, who were to assist them in some parts of
their office ; but especially the high-priest, who was the chief
or head of them all, who is considered as an eminent type of
5. And
Christ's Priestly office in several respects, Heb. v. 1
there were various ceixmonies instituted, which were observed
in their consecration of them ; particularly they were to be
washed with water, Exod. xxix. 4. which was a rite used in
the consecration of persons and things ; and signified, that they

—

who

ministred in holy things, should be holy in their converMoreover, there were several garments to be made and
put on them, which are styled holy^ and designed for glory
and for beauty^ chap, xxviii. 2,
seq. These signified the
dignity and holiness of Christ's priesthood. And particularly
sation.

&
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the breast-|)Iate, which was only worn by the high-priest,
adorned with precious stones, on which the names of the children of Israel were engraven, with which he was to go into
The holy of holies. This signified the concern of Christ's peo]ile in the execution of his Priestly office, and his representing
them when appearing in the presence of God for them. Again,
they were anointed with the precious ointment, compounded
for that purpose, chap. xxx. 25, 30. whereby they were set
apart, or consecrated to minister in the priest's office, and were
types of Christ ; upon which account he is said to be anointed
with the oil of gladness above his felloxuSy Psal. xlv. 7.
[5.] There were other laws respecting the temple-service,
or the gifts and sacrifices that were to be offered there. There
were many gifts presented or devoted to God ; some of which
were not designed for sacrifice, but to testify their acknowledgment of GodV, right to all we are and have ; and among
these, the first ripe fruits were offered, or presented, as gifts
to him, Exod. xxix. 29. As for those things that were designed for sacrifice, these were offered, and their blood poured
forth on the altar
which signified the expiation of sin by the
blood of Jesus, Heb. ix. 22, 23, 26. And that part of the
high-priest's office, which respected his carrying the blood with
the incense, into the holiest of all, was a type of Christ's enteriJig into heaven^ there to appear in the presence of God for
;

his people, chap. ix. 24.

There were other laws that respected the holy times or
appointed for solemn worship. Some of these were
monthly, as the new moons; others annual, as the passover;
which was not only a sign inemorizing their having been
formerly delivered from the sword of the destroying angel,
when he slew the first-born of Egypt but it typified our deliverance from the stroke of vindictive justice, on which account
Christ is called our passover, 1 Cor. v. 7. There was also the
feast of harvest, in which the first-fruits v/ere presented to
God as an acknowledgment that he has a right to the best of
our time and service. There was also the feast of tabernacles;
which not only called to remembrance their dwelling in tents
in the wilderness, but was an acknowledgment that we are
strangers and sojourners upon earth ; and was also a type of
Christ, who was expected to come and pitch his tabernacle
among us in his incarnation. There are many other laws, both
judicial and ceremonial, that I might have mentioned; but
[6.]

iestivals,

;

since these things are only spoken of occasionally, as being

God to Israel, by the hand of Moses, irom mount
same time, or soon after, the Ten Commandments
were given, Dcut. iv. 12, 13. we shall add no more concerning
imparted by

Sinai, at the

*hem, but proceed,

y
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To consider what is particularly mentioned in this answer,
concerning God's giving this abstract of the moral law contained in them, which were first delivered by a voice ; in
which respect God is said to have talked xvith them face to face
chap. V. 4. but at the same time there were many ensigns of
terrible majesty attending the delivery of this law ; the mountain

burned

xvith fre^

Exod.

xix. 18.

There were lightnings^

thunderingSy and earthquakes., and the sound of a trumpet., that
xvaxed louder and louder; which made the people., and Moses
hiniself exceedingly tremble., Exod. xx. 18. Heb. xii. 18, 19.
and there was the ministry of angels who performed that part
of the work which they were employed in on this solemn occasion. This is described in a majestic style, becoming the
subject insisted on, when it is said. The Lord came from Sinai,
and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount
Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints ; from his
right hand went a fierij law., Deut. xxxiii. 2. Their ministry
might probably consist in their forming the thunder, lightnings,
and tempest. Nevertheless, the law was not originally from
them, but given immediately by God. And the design of its
being given in such an awful and majestic way was, that God
inight hereby set forth his greatness, and fill them with a reverential fear of him ; and to intimate, that if they did not
yield obedience to him, they were to expect nothing else but
to be consumed by the fire of his jealousy.
However, it was
not an intimation that he designed to destroy, but to prove

them

;
as it is said, that his fear might be before their faces.,
that they should not sin, Exod. xx. 20.
That which we may
farther observe is, that after God had delivered the Ten Com-

mandments by words ; he wrote them with his own finger, on
two tables of stone in which the moral law is summarily comprehended ; which is particularly explained in several following
;

answers.

Quest. XCIX. What rules are to be observed for
derstanding of the Ten Commandments P

Answ. For

the right understanding of the
ments, these rules are to be observed,

I.

the right un-

Ten Command-

That the law is perfect, and bindeth every one to full conformity in the whole man unto the righteousness thereof,
and unto entire obedience, for ever, so as to require the
utmost perfection of every duty, and to forbid the least degree of every fin.

;
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This implies, that how unable soever we are to yield perfect
it does not cease to be a duty.
And though

obedience, yet

some

sins are smaller than others, yet the least

the law of

God and
;

is contrary to
therefore not to be committed by us.

spiritual, and so reacheth the understanding, will,
and all other powers of the soul, as well as words,
works, and gestures.

II.

That

it is

affections,

This denotes that obedience ought to be performed in a
manner. God is to be worshipped with our spirits
without which, all external modes of worship will avail noNevertheless, external worship is to be performed and
thing.
expressed by words, works, and gestures ; which supposes that
our understandings are rightly informed, or that we do not
worship an unknown God, and that our wills express a readiness to obey him out of choice, and without the least reluctancy ; and our affections must centre in him, as performing
the duties incumbent on us, with the utmost delight and pleaspiritual

sure.
III. That, one

and the same thing, in divers respects,

is

re-

quired or forbidden, in several commandments.

Thus covetousness is forbidden in the Tenth Commandment.
Nevertheless, as hereby the world is loved more than God, it
of the first Commandment, and as such is styled
i.j a breach
niolatry^ Col. iii. 5.
as, where a duty is commanded, the contrary sin is
forbidden, and where a sin is forbidden, the contrary duty
is commanded.
So, where a promise is annexed, the contrary threatening is included; and where a threatening is
annexed, the contrary promise is included.

IV. That,

Thus
a-i-iperiors

the fifth Commandment requires us to honour our
therefore it forbids our reproaching or doing any
;

thing dishonourable or injurious to them, Matt. xv. 4.
The
eight Commandinent forbids stealing; a/id it also requires the
contrary duty, namely, that we should labour for a competent
maintenance, that we may not be exposed to any temptation
thereunto.
Thus it is said. Let him that stolc^ stec! no more^
but rather let him labour^ working- with his Jwndi, the thingwhich is good^ that he 7twij have to give to hitn th^t needeth,

Eph. iv. 28. Moreover, as there is a promise of long life annexed to the fifth Commandment, this includes the contrary
threatening to those that break it.
Thus it is said. The ej/e
that mocketh at his father.^

and

despiseth to obey his notker^

i?:e

RULES rOR f HE UNDERSt'ANDING

430

ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young- eagles shall
eat it, Prov. xxx. 17.
And on the other hand, whatever
threatening is annexed to any commandment, the contrary proraise is included, and belongs to those that repent of, or abhor,
and turn from the sin therein forbidden. Thus it is said. At
7vhat instant I speak concerning a nation, and concerning' a
kingdom, to pluck up and to pull doivn, and to destroy it. If
that nation against xvhom I have pronounced turn from their
evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them,
Jer. xviii. 7, 8.

V. That what God forbids, is at no time to be done ; what he
commands, is always our duty, and yet every particular
not to be done at

duty,

is

Thus

sin

is,

all

times.

under no pretence

to be

committed.

Accord-

ingly Moses, when he was in a prosperous condition in Pharaoh's court, though he might have pretended, that his great-

and the advantages which Israel might have expected
might have been an excuse for his continuing to enjoy
Nevertheless, he was sensible that
the pleasures of sin there.
this would not exempt him from guilt; therefore he forsook
Egypt, and chose rather to suffer affliction xvith the people of
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin, Heb. xi. 25. Again,
what God commands is always a duty; so that there is no
season of life in which it ceases to be so: as for instance,
Nevertheless these
praying, reading, hearing the word, &c.
duties are not actually to be engaged in every moment of our
lives.
It is always our duty to visit the sick, comfort the
afflicted, defend the oppressed; but such objects do not always
present themselves to us, so as to render it our duty at all
ness,

from

it,

times,

VI. That, under one sin or duty, all of the same kind are forbidden or commanded, together with all the causes, means,
occasions, and appearances thereof, and provocations thereunto.

Thus, according

to the fourth

Commandment,

it is

our duty

and consequently to avoid every thing
In the
that may be a means or occasion of our breach of it.
sixth Commandment murder is forbidden; so is likewise all
sinful passion or anger with our brethren without a cause.
Matt. v. 22. And in the seventh, adultery is forbidden; so
And
is also looking on a woman to lust after her, Matt. v. 28.
as we are obliged to abstain from every sin forbidden, so from
all appearance of evil, 1 Thes. v. 22. or what may be an occa-

to sanctify the Sabbath,

sion of

it.

Thus fathers

are not to provoke their children to
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and according to the moral reason of the
are not to provoke anyone to wrath, or do that
excite their corruptions.

Eph.

vi. 4.

command, we
which may

VII. That, what is forbidden or commanded to ourselves, we
are bound, according to our places, to endeavour that it may
be avoided or performed by others, according to the duty
of their places.

Not to endeavour
commit it ourselves.

to prevent sin in others,

ham

in tiiat

is,

in effect, to

Thus

Eli contracted the guilt of his sons
And persons
crimes, by not endeavouring to prevent them.
are said to hate their b7-ethren in their hearts who do Jiot reAnd Abrabuke them., but suffer sin upon them., Lev. xix. 17.
is

commended

he should comviand his household

after him., that they should keep the xvay of the Lord., Gen. xviii.
From hence it follows, that it is a duty for parents to
19.
instruct their children in the ways of God, Deut. vi. 6, 7.

VIII. That,

in

what

is

commanded

to others,

we

are

bound

according to our places and callings, to be helpful to them,
and to take heed of partaking with others in what is forbidden them.

That we are to be helpful to others, in that which is their
duty, appears, from our obligation to endeavour that God may
be glorified. Therefore we are, to our utmost, to promote
their faith and joy in Christ.
Thus the apostle says, We arc
helpers of your joy., 2 Cor. i. 24.
And, on the other hand,
we ought to take care that we do not partake with others in
Thus the Psalmist says, When thou saxvest a thief
their sin.
then thou consentedst zvith him., and hast been partaker with
adulterers., Psal.

Quest. C. What

1.

18.

special things arc xve to consider in the

Ten

Co}?imandments V

Answ.

We

are to consider in the Ten Commandments, the;
preface, the substance of the Commandments themselves,
and several reasons annexed to some of them, the more to
inforce them.

Quest. CI. What

Answ. The

is

the preface to the

Ten Commandments,

preface to the Commandments is contained in
these words [/ am the Lord thy God., who have brought
thee out of the land of Egypt., out of the house of bondage'\
wherein God manifesteth his sovereignty, as being Jehovah,
the eternal, immutable, and almighty God, having his being
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in and of himself, and giving being to all his words, imd
works ; and that he is a God in covenant, as with Israel ol
old, so with all his people ; wtio, as he brought them out of
their bondage in Egypt, so he delivereth us from our spiritual thraldom ; and that therefore we are bound to take hinr^
for our God alone, and to keep all his Commandments.

Quest. CII. What

is

the

which contain our duty

to

sum of
God?

the Jour

Commandmenti

of the four Commandments containing our
duty to God, is, to love the Lord our God with all our
heart, and with all our soul, and with all our strength, and
with all our mind.

Answ. The sum

answers contain
THESE
served;

some

things necessary to be ob-

as,

lo That the substance of each commandment is to be considered by us, or what it is, that God enjoins or forbids
therein; in which we find that every Commandment contains
a distinct head of duty, and is to be explained according to
And also that
the rules laid down in the foregoing answer.
some of them have reasons annexed to them ; which is an instance of God's condescending goodness, that besides the consideration of our obligation to obey whatever he commands,
because it is his will, we may have other motives to enforce
What these reasons or motives are, will be
this obedience.

considered iu their proper place.
II. That here is a general preface, which

God

has set be-

commandments, which contains several motives to
obedience; some of which were indeed peculiarly adapted to
the Israelites, whereby they were put in mind of their late
fore the

Nevertheless, if we
deliverance out of the land of Egypt.
consider the moral reason thereof, as this, together with the
subject-matter of the commandments, to which it is prefixed,
may be applied to God's people under all ages, we shall find
that it extends farther than the obligation which Israel was
under, as delivered from the Egyptian bondage. Therefore
it

may
1.

is

be observed,
as the Eord, whose name alone
of infinite sovereignty and almighty power,

That God reveals himself

Jehovah, a

God

as well as faithful to his promises; so that whatever he obligef;
us to do, or gives us encouragement to expect from him, wc
have the highest motive and inducement thereunto.
2. He styles himself his people's God ; and so puts them in
mind of that relation which they stand in to him, as the result
of the covenant of grace, in which he gives them a warrant to
;iay claim to those spiritual blessings which he bestows on a
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considered as a farther obof grace respects either
the external dispensation thereof, which belongs to the church
in general, viz. to all who are made partakers of the glad tidings of salvation, which are contained in the gospel; or else
that particular claim which believers have to saving blessings
which are made over to them therein, which respects all those
graces which God is pleased to give his people here, and that
glory which he has reserved for them hereafter; and this must
certainly be reckoned the highest motive to duty.
3. As to what respects God's having brought Israel out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage ; this is to be
extended farther than that particular providence, which wa^
then fresh in their memories; and therefore it denotes all the
deliverances which God is pleased to vouchsafe to his people,
whether temporal or spiritual ; and in particular, that which
was procured for us by Christ, from the bondage and thraldom
of sin and Satan, the condemning sentence of the law, together
with that salvation which is inseparably connected with it;
which is to be improved by us as an inducement to yield universal obedience to all God's commandments^
There are some, indeed, who think that this is a part of the
first Commandment, and so the meaning is. Thou art to know,
and practically consider, that I am the Lord thy God, as containing the affirmative part thereof; and then follows the negative. Thou shalt have no other gods ; or else they suppose it
to be a reason annexed to this Commandment in particular.
But it seems most piobable, that it is a preface to all the
Commandments, and accordingly to be applied as a motive to
enforce obedience to every one of them.
have farther an account of the sum of the four
III.
Commandments, which contain our duty to God. Here it maybe observed,
1. That the sum of all the commandments is love. This is
ligation to obedience.

is

The covenant

We

what the apostle intends, when he says, that the end of the
commandment h- charity^ or rather hve^ as it ought to be rendered, 1 Tim. i. 5. and accordingly he says, He that loveth a7iother hathfuljiUed the laxv^

Rom.

xiii. 8.

This love hath either

God or man for its object, and comprizes in it the duties which
we owe to God and man and they are all reduced to this general head
that hereby we may understand
that obedience,
whether it be to God or man, is to be performed with delight j
:

;

;

otherwise it will be a burden to us and unacceptable to him,
has obliged us to love him and keep his commandments;
because he first loved us.
2. These commandments, as they respect our duty to God
and man, are comprized in two table';, M'hich ar** to be divi-

who

A'^OL. III.

1 I
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ded according to their respective objects. Some ancient wriindeed, have very injudiciously supposed that the five first
Commandments belong to the first table, and the others to the
second j and so make an equal division thereof ; and the Papists have assigned but three to the first table, making the second Commandment an appendix to the first ; and that the
ters,

number ten may be compleat, they divide the tenth Commandment into two. The reason urged by them for this matter,
will be considered in its proper place ; but we are bound to
conclude that the four first Commandments contain the duties
of the first table, which respect those which we immediately
owe to God ; and these are to be performed, as our Saviour
says, rvith all our soiily with all our strength, and with all our
mind, Luke x. 27. which is an idea superior to that which is
epntained in the duty we owe to man. And the six last Commandments contain the duties of the second table, of which our
neighbour is the more immediate object.
That this division of the Commandments is just, appears
from what the apostle says, when speaking concerning the duty contained in the fifth Commandment, Honour thy father
and mother, who calls it the first Commandment with promise^
Eph. vi. 2. Whereas it is not the first Commandment that has
a promise annexed to it, since the second Commandment contains a promise of mercy to thousands of them that love God
and keep his commandments ; nor is it the first of the ten Commandments. Therefore the apostle can intend nothing hereby
but that it is the first Commandment of the second table.
And now we are considering the Commandments as thus
contained in two tables, and distinguished with respect to the
more immediate objects thereof, we may farther observe ; that
though both of them are enjoined by the authority of God, and
consequently are equally binding, so that the obedience which
is acceptable in his sight, must be so extensive, as that we must

have respect to
be observed,

all his

commandments, Psal. cxix»

6.

Yet

it

may

(1.) That the duties of the first table, in which we have to
do with God as the more immediate object thereof, are to be
considered as acts of religious worship, whereby we not only
confess our obligation to obey him but in performing it, adore
and magnify his divine perfections as the highest end and rea
son thereof ; which is not included in the idea of the duties
which we owe to our neighbour, as contained in the command
ments of the second table. These, indeed are to be religious
ly observed, not from any circumstance respecting our neighbour, but as duties which we perform in obedience to God *»
;

*

The former of these are generally

Jmperate.

ttt/lsdthe Elicit acts ofreligimi, the latter t?'^
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(2.) Though the principal and most excellent branch of religion consists in our obeying the commandments of the first
table ; yet our obedience is not only defective, but unaccepta-

ble to God, if we neglect to perform those of the second. And,
on the other hand, the performance of the duties of the second
table is not sufficient to denominate a person a religious man,
who lives in the neglect of those which are contained in the
first.

(3.) The duties which we owe to
in the second table, are, for the

our neighbour, as contain-

most part, to give way to
those which we owe to God, pursuant to those which are enjoined in the first, especially when they are considered as standing in competition with them. Thus we are obliged, in the
iifth Commandment, to obey our parents or superiors. Nevertheless, if they command us to break the Sabbath, profane the
name of God, or attend on such worship which he has not required, we are to disobey them, or to obey God rather than
merif Acts iv. 19. And elsewhere it is said, If thy brother^ the
son of thy mother^ or thy son, or thy daughter, or the xuife of
thy bosoTHy or thy friend, ivhich is as thine oivn soul, entice thee
secretly, saying". Let lis go, and serve other gods : thou shalt not
consent unto him, nor hearken unto him, Deut. xiii. 6, 8. This
our Saviour calls hating father and mother, wife, children, and
brethren, Luke xiv. 26. without which we cannot be his disciples. By which he intends, that if the love which we otherwise
i>we to them, be inconsistent with that obedience whiph he requires of his followers ; or, if we cannot oblige them, and at
the same time perform the duties which we owe to him, the
inferior obligation must give way to the superior.
ed

Quest. CIII. which

Answ. The

first

gods before

is thefirst

commandment

cofnmandment P
is,

Thou

shalt have

7io

other

tne.

Quest. CIV. What are

the duties required in the first com-

viandment P
duties required in the first commandment, are, the
knowing and acknowledging of God to be the only true God,
and our God ; and to worship and glorify him accordingly,
by thinking, meditating, remembering, highly esteeming,

Answ. The

honouring, adoring, choosing, loving, desiring, fearing ot
him, believing him, trusting, hoping, delighting, rejoicing in
him, being zealous for him, calling upon him, giving all
praise and thanks, and yielding all obedience and submis-
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sion to him, with the whole man, being careful in
to please him, and sorrowful when in any thing he
ed, and walking

THE

all

things

is

offend-

humbly with him.

duties required in this

Commandment,

are contained

in three general heads.

We

are obliged to know God. This supposes that our
I.
understanding is rightly informed as to what relates to the divine perfections, which are displayed in the works of creation
and providence, by which we are led into the knowledge of his
eternal power and Godhead ; and this is called the natural
knowledge of God but that knowledge which we a,re to endeavour to attain, who have a brighter manifestation of his perfections in the gospel, is of a far more excellent and superior
nature ; inasmuch as herein we see the glory of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; or behold the perfections of the
divine nature, as displayed in and through a Mediator ; which
is that knowledge which is absolutely necessary to salvation,
as our Saviour says. This is life eternal; that they might knotv
thee the only true Gody and yesus Christ whom thou hast sen^^
John xvii. 3. By this means we not only know v/hat God is,
but our interest in him, and the foundation which we have of
:

our being accepted in his

sight.

We

are farther commanded to acknowledge or make a
visible profession of our subjection to God, and in particular,
to Christ, as our great Mediator His name, interest, and glory, should be most dear to us ; and we are, on all occasions, to
testify, that we count it our glory to be his servants, and to
make it appear that he is the supreme object of our desire and
delight, as the Psalmist says, I cried unto thee^ O Lord^ I said^
Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the livings
Psal cxlii. 5. And elsewhere, IVhom have J in heaven but thee,
and there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee, Psal.
II.

:

Ixxiii. 25.

We

III.
are farther obliged by this Commaijdment, to worship and glorify God, pursuant to what we know, and the proTo
fession we make of him as the true God and our God.
worship and glorify God, is to ascribe all possible glory and
perfection to him, and to have our hearts suitably affected
therewith, as sensible of that infinite distance which we stand
This is considered under several heads, which
at from him.
contain the substance of what is required in this Command-

ment

;

as,

We

must make God the subject of our daily meditation;
mind what he is in himself, and what he is to us, or
does for us ; which is to be considered as a means to preserve
us from sin, and a spur, to duty, a motive to holy fear and re1.

calling to

verence.

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT.

437

We

arc to honour, adore, and fear him for his greatness.
the Psalmist says, ll7io in the heaven can be compared UU'
to the Lord ; luho among the sons of the mighty can be likened
to the Lord? God is greatly to be feared in the assemblies of the
saints^ and to be had in reverence of all them thai are about him,
2.

Thus

Psal. Ixxxix. 6, 7.
4. As God is the best good, and has promised that he will
be a God to us ; so he is to be desired, loved, delighted, and
rejoiced in, and chosen by us ; as the piophet says, ' With my
' soul have I desired
thee in the night,' Isa. xxvi. 9. and the
church, ' I sat down under his shadow with great delight,'
Cant. ii. 3. and the apostle, ' Lord, thou knowest that I love
*

thee,'

John

xxi. 15.

a Gqd of truth, we are to believe all that he has
spoken ; and in particular, what he has revealed in his promises or threatnings, relating to mercies which he will bestow,
or judgments which he will inflict. Thus our Saviour says,
* If I say the truth, why do ye not believe me,'
John viii. 46.
And it is said, when Israel ' saw that great work which the
','
Lord did upon the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord,
' and believed the Lord,
and his servant Moses,' Exod. xiv.
4.

As

he

is

As

he

is

31.
5.

able to save to the utmost,

and

faithful in fulfil-

are to trust him with all we have from
him, and for all those blessings which we hope to receive athir.
hands. Thus the prophet says, ' Trust ye in the Lord for ever;
' for in the Lcsrd
Jehovah is everlasting strength,' Isa. xxvi. 4.
And the apostle speaks of his having com?nitted all to him, 3
Tim. i. 11. as the consequence of what he knew him to be.
6. When the name, interest, and glory of God is opposed in
ling

all

his promises,

we

ihe world, we are to express an holy zeal for it. Thus the prophet Elijah says, ' I have been very jealous for the Lord God
' of hosts
for the children of Israel have forsaken thy cove;
* nant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with
* the sword,'
And as to what concerns our
1 Kings xix. 10.
conversation in general, we are to be * not slothful in business,
* but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord,' Rom. xii. 11.
7. Since he is a God hearing prayer, we are daily to call
upon him, ' O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh
*
come,' Psal. Ixv. 2.
8. As he is the God of all our mercies, we are to thank and
praise him for them. Thus the Psalmist says, ' O give thanks
* unto
the Lord, for he is good ; fcr his mercy endureth for
ever,' Psal. cxxxvi. 1.
9. His sovereignty and dominion over us, calls for subjection and obedience, and a constant care to please him, and approve ourselves to him in all things. Thus the apostle snys.
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* Submit yourselves to God,'
James iv. 7. And the Psalmjsc
speaks of a person's * cleansing his way, by taking heed there* to according to his word,' Psal. cxix. 9.
10. As he is an holy, jealous, and sin-hating God, we are
to be filled with grief and sorrow of heart when he is offend--^
ed, either by ourselves or others, as Ephraim says, * I was a* shamed, yea, even confounded
I did bear the rej because
* proach of my youth,'
Jer. xxxi. 19. And the Psalmist, * Ri* vers of waters run down mine eyes, because they,'
that is, the
world in general, keep not thy law,' Psal. cxxix. 136.
11.
sense of our unworthiness and daily infirmities should
excite us to walk humbly with God. This is enjoined as a necessary duty, Mic. vi. 8. and is called a being" clothed zvith humility, 1 Pet. V. 5. Thus concerning the duties required in
••

A

this

Commandment.

That which may be farther observed is, that it is fitly placed
before all the other Commandments, because it is, from the nature of the thing, necessary to our performing the duties which
are required in them. The object of worship must first be

known before we can apply ourselves, in a right manner, to
perform any duty prescribed, whether respecting God or man»
It may be also farther considered, that it is not an easy matter to keep the Commandment, because of the spirituality and
vast extent thereof, and the many graces that are to be exercised by those that would perform it aright ; and therefore we
ought earnestly to beg of God that our hearts may be set aright with him, and inclined and excited hereunto by him i
which is a peculiar blessing to be desired and expected from
the Holy Spirit. Thus the Psalmist says, Incline mine heart
unto

thij testimonies,

Psal. cxix. 36.

Quest. CV. What are

the sins forbidden In thejirst

Command-

ment P

Answ. The

sins forbidden in the first

Commandment,

are,

Atheism, in denying, or not having a God ; idolatry, in
having, or worshipping more gods than one, or any with, or
instead of the true God ; the not having and avouching him
for God, and our God ; the omission or neglect of any thing
due to him required in this Commandment, ignorance, forgetfulness, misapprehensions, false opinions, unworthy and
wicked thoughts of him, bold and curious searching into his
secrets, a!*, profaneness, hatred of God, self-love, self-seeking, and all other inordinate and immoderate setting of our
miad, will, or affections upon other things, and taking them
off from him, in whole or in part ; vain credulity, unbelief,
h(?resy, misbelief, distrust, despair, incorrigibleness, insensi-
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bleness under judgments, hardness of heart, pride, presumption, carnal security, tempting of God, using unlawful means^
and trusting in lawful means, carnal delights and joys; corlupt, blind, and indiscreet zeal, lukewarmness, and deadness
in the things of God, estranging ourselves, and apostatizing

from God, praying, or giving any religious worship to saints,
angels, or any other creatures, all compacts, and consulting
with the devil, and hearkening to his suggestions, making
men the lords of our faith and conscience, slighting and
despising God and his commandments, resisting and grieving of his Spirit, discontent, and impatience at his dispensations, charging him foolishly for the evils he inflicts on
us, and ascribing the praise of any good we either are, have,
or can do, to fortune, idols, ourselves, or any other creature.

Quest. CVI. What are we especially taught by
(before me) in thejirst Commandment?

these

words

Answ. These words before mc, or before my face, in the first
Commandment, teach us, that God who seeth all things,
takes special notice of, and is much displeased with the sin
of having any other god ; that so it may be an argument to
dissuade from it, and to aggravate it, as a most impudent
provocation, as also to persuade us to do, as in his sight,

whatever we do

THE two

in his service.

sins forbidden in this

to

general heads,

Commandment may be reduced

Atheism and

Idolatry.

Atheism; whereby men are so far from taking God
God, that they deny that there is a God or, at least,
that he is what he has revealed himself to be.
Thus the wicked man, who is styled a Jool^ is represented as saying in his
hearty There is no God. Psal. xiv. 1.
This Atheism is either
speciilative or practical.
The former of these is that which is
seated in the minds and consciences of men who are so far
blinded, perverted, and deluded, as to think that there is no
God. Though, indeed, there are very few among these who
are so bold and profane as to deny this truth when they attend

Firsts
for their

;

;

to the dictates of nature, or duly exercise those reasoning faculties with

which

God

has endowed them; which,

if

they

neglect to do, they must be reckoned but one remove from
Some, indeed, are ready to wish that there were no
brutes.
God, or inclined to deny those divine perfections that are

contempt on his government, or, it may
deny a providence ; which is, in effect, to deny that there
is a God.
Though it must be observed, that none proceed to
this degree of wickedness, till, by a Ipng continuance in sin»
they are given up to judicial hardness of heart, and blindness
essential to him, cast
be,
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of mind, Rom, i. 28. Eph. iv. 17 ^20. And even these have
*een forced, at some times, to confess that there is a God, with
'\vhom is terrible majesty^ when he has broken in on their consciences, and filled them with the dreadful apprehensions of
his wruth, as a sin-revenging Judge.
But where there is one
speculative Atheist, there are a thousand practical ones, who
live without God in the world ; and these af-e described in this
answer, as being guilty of those sins which none who duly
consider his divine perfections would venture to commit.
To enlarge on every one of those instances, particularly
mentioned in this answer, in which this sin is supposed to con=
sist, would require a distiiict treatise, and be inconsistent with
our designed brevity in eutplaining the Ten Commandments.
All that we shall therefore i^ttempt at present, shall be to consider some instances, in which practical Atheism discovers
itself, together with the aggravations of this sin ; and then we
shall enquire what judgment we. are to pass concerning those
who complain of atheistical and blasphemous thoughts; and
consider whether this be a degree of that Atheism which we
are speaking of; together with the causes of this sin, and the
remedies against it.
I. The instances in which practical Atheism discovers itself.

And,
1. They are chargeable with it who are grossly ignorant, and
know nothing of God but the name, being utter strangers to
those perfections whereby he makes himself known to the
world, or who entertain carnal conceptions of him, as though

he were altogether such an one as ourselves, Psal. 1. 21.
2. When persons, though they know, in some measure, what
God is, yet never seriously exercise their thoughts about him;
a degree of Atheism, and will be severely
which forgetfulness
punished by him, Psal. ix. IT. and L 22,
3. When persons maintain corrupt doctrmes, and dangerous
^leresies, subversive of the fundamental articles of faith, and
contrary to the divine perfections. Of this kind are those that
militate against his sovereignty and dominion over the wills,
consciences and affections of man; when persons conclude that
his counsels and determinations may be disannulled or defeatf J; or M'hen v/e suppose that he
changes,' as we do; or when,
under a pretence of advancing one perfection, we set aside the
glory of another, when in order to magnify his mercy, we disregard his holiness or justice, and so presume of being happy
vvhhout being holy; or when we give way to despairing
i.'i

thoughts, from the consideration of his vindictive justice, without Improving the displays of his mercy, as set forth in the
gospel.
4. When Vie repine and quarrel at his providence, and pre-
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tend to find fault with the dispensations thereof, or charge
God foolishly, and go about to prescribe laws to him, who is
the Governor of the world, and may do what he will with the
work of his hands.
5. When we refuse to engage in those acts of religious
worship which he has appointed, or to attend on his ordinances, in which we may hope for his presence and blessing.
6. When we behave ourselves, in the conduct of our lives,
as though we were not accountable to him, and had no reason
to be afraid of his judgments.
Accordingly, when we set our
affections on other things, and take them off from him, when
we are guilty of wilful impenitency and unbelief, and are incorrigible under divine rebukes; when our hearts and lives
are estranged from him, as though we desired not the knowledge of his ways j when we resist and grieve his Spirit, are
discontented and impatient under his hand, or ascribe that to
second causes, or think that those things come by chancft
which are under the direction of his providence. In these,
and many other instances, persons are notoriously gu^ty of
practical Atheism, which is forbidden in this Commandmentv
II.
are now to consider the aggravations and drefidful
consequences of this sin.
1. It is contrary to the light of nature, and the dictates of"
conscience, a disregarding those impressions which God has
made of his glory on the souls of men. And in those who
have been favoured with the revelation of the grace of God

We

in the gospel, in which his perfections have been set forth to
the utmost, it is a shutting our eyes against the light and casting
contempt on that which should raise our admiration, and excite in us the highest esteem of him whom we practically disown and deny.
2. It is directly opposite to, and entirely inconsistent with
all religion, and opens a door to the greatest degree of licentiousness.
To live without God in the world, is to give the
reins to our own corruptions ; it is not barely a sin of infirmity
or inadvertency, but a running in all excess of riot ; and therefore the consequence hereof must be dreadful ; for that which
strikes at the very being of God, cannot but expose the sinner
But since there are some sins
to the sorest condemnation.
mentioned in this answer, which contain a degree of practical
atheism; which believers themselves are prone to fall into,
and complain of, as forgetfulness of God, unbelief, distrust of
his providence, insensibleness under judgments, too great a
degree of hardness of heart, pride, carnal security, discontent
and impatience under his dispensations ; this may tend very
much to discourage them, and make them conclude that they
are not in a state of graOc ; especially when thev find, as spme^

Vol.

III.

rK

I
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times they do, atheistical and blasphemous thoughts suggested
Therefore we must inquire,
,111. What judgment we are to pass concerning those who
are ready to charge themselves with practical atheism, especially as to what respects those unbecoming thoughts and conceptions which they sometimes have of the divine Majesty?
whether this be altogether inconsistent with the truth of grace,
together with the causes thereof, and the remedies against it ?
It is certain, that the best of God's people are sanctified but
in part, and therefore are prone to commit those sins which
seem to contain in them a denial, at least, a neglect of that reto their minds.

gard which we ought to have for the divine perfections, and
when we are not only followed with vain, but blasphemous thoughts ; which gives great disturbance to us, when
engaged in holy duties. This ought to be reckoned a very
great affliction, and occasion many searchings of heart ; since
eometimes it brings much guilt with it. Nevertheless, we are
not always from hence to conclude that we are in a state of
especially

•

It is the prevalency of corruption, or the doi^nregeneracy.
minion of sin, which is inconsistent with the truth of grace,
person may have faith, who
not the remainders thereof.
yet complains of unbelief; he may have a due regard tO God,
as to what respects the course and tenor of his actions ; but
yet, in many instances, be chargeable with forgetfulness of
him. He may have a love to him, and yet sometimes be
guilty of indiscreet zeal, on the one hand, or luke-warmness
and deadness of heart, on the other; his mind and affections
may be sanctified, and yet he be sometimes followed with
atheistical and blasphemous thoughts.
have instances in scripture of good men, who have
spoken, not only unadvisedly, but, as we may term it wickedly
with their lips. Thus Job is justly reproved by Elihu for
charging God with finding occasions against him ; putting his

A

We

feet in the stocks^ and marking all his paths ^ Job xxxiii. 10,
11. as though his dealings with him had Iseen unjust and
severe ; especially when he says at the same time, / am clean^
a7id without transgression; lam innocent, neither is there iniAnd Jonah, when he was reproved by
quity in me, ver. 9.
God for his passionate behaviour towards him, vindicates himself, and says, I do well to be angry, eveti unto death, Jonah
These are expressions that favour of a degree of
iv. 9.
Atheism; and so do those unbecoming conceptions of God,
whereby our thoughts are sometimes defiled and depraved.
But it is one thing to be guilty of this through surprise and
the prevalency of temptation ; and another thing to have those
thoughts indulged by, and lodged in us unrepented of.

And

there are softje instances in which believers are

afflic-
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ted with atheistical and blasphemous thoughts, when it is hard
to say that they contract guilt thereby, or, at least, it must
only be reckoned an infirmity arising from this imperfect state;
and that more especially when they are injected by Satan, and
are without the consent of our wills ; but treated with the utmost abhorrence, constantly bewailed and resisted with all our
might; more particularly when we take occasion hereby to
exercise those graces which discover that we have other apprehensions of God than what are suggested at those times,
when we are hurried by these temptations, and can scarce say,
that we have the government of our own thoughts; especially
if we are able to say, at such a time as our Saviour did, when
unadvisedly tempted by Peter, who, was at that time the Devil's
instrument, to persuade him to relinquish the work which he
came into the world about. Get thee behind me Satan^ thou
art an offence to jue, Matt. xvL 23.
And this leads us to consider the causes of such atheistical
and blasphemous thoughts. Sometimes they proceed from a
neglect of waiting on God in his ordinances, or indulging a
carnal and stupid frame of spirit therein, and not maintaining
that holy reverence, or becoming sense of his all-seeing eye,
which we ought always to have. Moreover, there is nothing
that has a greater tendency hereunto, than our conversing with
those who make religion the subject of their profane wit and
drollery ; especially if we do this out of choice, and do not at
the same time testify a just abhorrence of it.
As for those remedies which are to be made use of to fence
against, and cure the sinfulness of our thoughts in such-like
instances; it behoves us to repent of those sins, which may
have been the occasion of, or given rise to them. And inasmuch as it is not in our own power to govern our hearts
or affections, or restrain the breaking forth of corruption; it is
necessary for us to commit our souls into Christ's hands, with
earnest supplications to him that he would sanctify, regulate,
and cleanse our thoughts, and bring us into, and keep us in a
good frame.
ought also to desire, seek after, and improve
all opportunities of conversing with those whose discourse is

We

holy and profitable, Mai. iii. 16. by which means our affections
be raised, and our thoughts tinctured with divine things,
which will leave an abiding impression behind them, Luke

may

xxiv. 32. Which leads us,
Secondly^ To consider this

Commandment

as

forbidding

Thus, when it is said, Thou shalt have no other
S'ods ; the meaning is, thou shalt not worship idols, or set a
creature in the place of Gad, or pay that regard to it that is
due to him alone.
idolatrj'.

Here

it

may

not be inconvenient to consider the difference
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between idolatry as

mandment.

As

a breach of the first and second com»
a breach of the first Commandment, it

it is

it is

contains in it a giving divine honour to that which is not God ;
but as it is against the second Commandment, it is a worshipping God by the creature, to whom an inferior kind of worship
Thus when the Papists worship God by images,
is given.
supposing them to be a help to their devotion, or a means of
performing that worship which they pretend to be given ultimately to God. Or when they ascribe any branch of divine
glory to saints or angels; notwithstanding what they say to
exculpate themselves from the breach of the first Commandment, they are justly chargeable with the breach of the second.
are here to consider, the idolatry more especially that
is forbidden in the first Commandment. Which is either what
is more gross, such as that which is found among the heathen ;
or that which is more secret, and may be found in the hearts
of all, and is discovered by the practice of multitudes of Christians, who profess the utmost detestation of idolatry in the
other sense.
1. As to idolatry, in the former sense, together with the rise
and progress thereof. In considering the first rise of it we

We

may

observe,

That it proceeded from the ignorance and pride of man,
who, though he could not but know, by the light of nature,
(1.)

is a God ; yet being ignorant of his perfections, or
of what he has revealed himself to be in his word, was disposed to frame those ideas of God, which took their rise from
Accordingly the apostle says, When ye
his own invention.
knew not God, ye did service unto them^ -which, by nature, arc
no gods. Gal. iv. 8.
(2.) When iniquity abounded in the world, and men withdrew from, and cast contempt on the ordinances of God, they
invented and worshipped new gods. This some suppose Cain
and his posterity did, when he xoent out from the presence of
the Lord, Gen. iv. 16. and the sons of God, that is, the churchy
when they contracted marriages with the daughters of men,
chap. vi. 2. and joined with them in idolatry; so that it is no
vvonder if persons leave the true worship of God, that they
should chuse to themselves other gods.
(3.) Hereupon God gave them up to judicial blindness; so
that they worshipped the host of heaven, Acts vii. 42. as the.

that there

Heathen did.
what concerns the idolatry which was practised
among the Israelites, that took its rise from the fond ambition
V/hich they had to be like other nations, who were abhorred ot
God counting this a fashionable religion, and finding the true
apostle says the
(4.)

As

to

;

worshippers of

God

to be fewer in

number than

the rest of the
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prophet speaks, they were like a speckled
and hated by the Heathen round about them,
It was
Jer. xii. 9. they approved of, and learned their ways.
this that occasioned Solomon to cleave to them in love, 1 Kings
xi. 2. which was not much unlike to the argument used by
Demetrius and his followers, why Diana should be worshipped ; namely, because all Asia and the world worshipped her.
Acts xix. 27.
(5.) The Devil was permitted, for the trial of the faith of
God's people, and as an instance of his righteous judgment on
his enemies, to abuse the unthinking part of the world by various signs and lying wonders. Thus we read of prophets,
and dreamers of dreams, who gave forth signs and wonders,
which God sometimes judicially suffered to come to pass;
whereby many took occasion to go after other gods, Deut.
xiii. 1
3. and Antichrist is said to corne after the working of
Satan, xuith all power, and signs, and lying wonders, 2 ThessThis was managed by the craft and covetousness of the
ii. 9.
priests, who made a gain of it, and amused the common people thereby.
And the Heathen oracles, so much spoken of by
ancient writers, which gave countenance to their idolatry, are
reckoned, by some, to have been no other than a contrivance
of those who had little else but secular interest in view. And

wrorld, so that, as the

bird, despised

—

when they

predicted things future, or revealed secrets, this

was generally done in doubtful expressions so that whether
the thing really came to pass or no, the end designed might be
answered thereby; and doubtless there was a hand of Satan
herein, to harden the world in that idolatry which was then
practised by them. The gods they worshipped were as numerous as the countries and kingdoms where idolatry prevailed; accordingly every nation, yea, every city had its particular
god and distinct modes of worship.
[1.] Some worshipped the sun, moon, and stars, supposing
that their regular motion and influence on earthly bodies, was
not to be attributed to the all-wise providence of God, but to
some intelligent being, which resided in, and gave that motioa
and influence to them upon the account whereof they worshipped them as gods. This some did in that early age in
which Job lived. Job xxxi. 26. and the Israelites were warned
:

:

Deut. iv. 19. And afterwards we read of idolatrous
burnt incense to the sun, and to the moon, and to
the planets, and to all the host of heaven, and dedicated horses
and chariots to the sun, 2 Kings xxiii. 5, 11.
[2.] Others worshipped the earth, and many creatures therein, especially those that they received a more than ordinarj""
a^dvantage from.
Thus the Egyptians worshipped the river
Nile; by the overflowing of which, their country was rendered

against

it,

priests,

who
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And some who lived in maritime towns, worshipped
fertile.
the sea, thinking thereby to prevent an inundation from it.
And the Philistines worshipped Dagon ; inasmuch, as living
near the sea, it aflforded them plenty of fish.
[3.] Others worshipped those parts of the earth which they
most delighted in; such as gardens, woods, groves, springs,
tJ'c. which they supposed to be inhabited by some gods, who
produced the advantages which they received hereby, without
regarding the providence of God, to which every thing is to
be ascribed, that the earth brings forth for the support and delight of men.
[4.] Others supposed that there were particular gods, who
had the oversight of men, succeeded their undertakings in the
various affairs of life, conducted them when travelling by sea
or land, gave good or ill success to their secular employments,
and preserved them in sickness and health ; and accordingly

they paid divine adoration to them.
[5.J Others expressed the regard they had to virtue by
worshipping some men after their death, who had signalized
themselves by inventing some things which were of common
advantage to mankind while they lived. And the Romans
were so much addicted to this practice of idolatry, that some
of their emperors, though tyrants and monsters in wickejdness,
while they lived, obliged their subjects to perpetuate their memories by worshipping them as gods when they were dead.
f6.] Some were so stupid, as that they worshipped stocks
and stones, ascribing divinity to them; in which they acted
below the reason of intelligent creatures. Thus the prophet
speaks of their idols as first g-roxving' in theruood, then Jramed
btj the smithy or carpenter, into gods^ and afterwards worshipped by them., Isa. xliv. 9 17. And the Psalmist, on this occasion, justly observes. They that make them are like them; so
7", compared
is every one that trusteth in them., Psal. cxv. 4
with 8.
might, under this head, consider some things mentioned
in scripture ; in which idolaters not only acted contrary to the
dictates of reason, but discovered themselves to be cruel and
inhuman in their modes of worship. Thus Baal's worshippers
jui Ahab's time, cut themselves with knives and lancets, till
the blood gushed out of them, 1 Kin^s xviii. 28. and others
made their children pass through the fire, in the worship they
paid to Molech, or the sun, which the Psalmist refers to, when
he says, They sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto
devils., and shed innocent blood., even the blood of their sons and
of their daughters., Psal. cvi. Z7., 38. This, indeed, some
chink, intends nothing else but their passing between two fires;
so that they were scorched by them. Yet others, with greater

—

—

We
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reason, suppose that they were inclosed in that brazen idol,
and so burnt to death in the most barbarous manner *.
The use which we ought to make of this doctrine, should
be to excite us to bless God for the clear light of the gospel,
whereby we are led to turn from dead idols to serve the living
and true God nevertheless we are to take heed lest we be
:

chargeable with heart-idolatry; whereby we may be said to
break this Commandment, though it be in a different way
from that in which the Heathen did. This leads us to consider,
2.

That idolatry which is sometimes found among Chriswho, though they abhor the thoughts of giving divine

tians;

worship to a creature, yet, if they look into their own hearts,
will have reason to charge themselves with those things which
are in scripture called idolatry; namely, when they put any
thing in the room of God, or love it more than him ; and this
may be considered in the following instances.
(1.) Self may be reckoned among those idols which many,
who make profession of the true religion, pay a greater regard
Thus the apostle, speaking concerning the
to than to God.
great degeneracy of the world, among other things, says, that
men should be lovers of their oxvnselves^ 2 Tim. iii. 2. so that
self-love turns away the heart from God, and excludes all
practical religion.
This we ma}' be said to be guilty of; in
which respect we are chargeable with heart-idolatry.
[1.] When we reject, or refuse to give credit to any of the
great doctrines contained in divine revelation, unless we afe
to comprehend them within the shallow limits of our
own understandings; upon which account some are inclined
to treat the most sacred mysteries of our religion with contempt; and for the same reason they might as well deny and
disbelieve what is said concerning the infinite perfections of the
divine nature, because they cannot be comprehended by us.
This is no other than a setting up our own understanding,
which is weak and liable to err, in opposition to the wisdom of
God, and, in some respects, a giving superior glory to it.
[2.] When we are resolute and incorrigible under the various rebukes of providence, and persist in our rebellion against
God, notwithstanding the threatenings which he has denounced,
or the judgments which he executes. When the will of man
is obstinately set on those things which are directly contrary
to the will of God; and, though we are warned of the danger
able

* To this the poefs observation might -well be applied, Tantum religio potuit
saudere mnlorum
Lucet. de JVat^Iier. Lib. 1. .find that human aacHfices icere
offered, appears from ivhat -we read vf the king of Moab, luho took his eldest son,
that should have reigned in hi3 stead, and offered him for a burnt-offering,
1

2 Kings

iii.

27.

;
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thereof, resolve notwithstanding, to add rebellion to our iniquiwild ass used to the wilderness, or the swift

ties, like the

dromedary traversing her ways,
out of her course.

In

that cannot be easily turned

this respect the will

of

man

is set

in

opposition to God; and therefore he is, for this reason, justly
chargeable with idolatry.
(3.) This also discovers itself in our affections, when they
are either set on unlawful objects, or immoderately pursue
those that would otherwise be lawful; when we love these
things which God hates, or covet what he has expressly forbidden, as Achan did the wedge of gold, and the Babylonish
garment ; upon which account covetousiiess is, by the apostle,
called idolatry. Col. iii. 5.
And to this we may add, that we
are chargeable with this sin, when we make provision for the
jlesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof Rom. xiii, 14.
Thus the apostle speaks of some whose god is their belly , Phil. iii. 19.
And as for those things which are otherwise lawful, we
may be guilty of idolatry in the immoderate pursuit of them,
when they take up too much of our thoughts, time, and concern ; when our affections are so much set upon them, as though
we had nothing better to mind ; when we are not willing to
part with them when God calls for them at our hands, and are
more cast down at the loss of them, than we are when deprived of those spiritual blessings which are of the highest imp6rtance.
In these instances we may be said to set up self as our
idol in opposition to God.
And to this we may add, that there is a more subtle kind
of idolatry, whereby self enters into, and takes its place in.
those religious duties, which believers are engaged in. Thus
•when they attempt to perform them in their own strength, as
though they had a sufficiency in themselves, and had no occasion to depend on the almighty power of God to work in them
that which is pleasant in his sight.
And we are farther guilty
of this sin, when, through the pride of our hearts, we are apt
to applaud ourselves when we have performed some religious
duties,

up

and expect

self as

self is the

to be justified thereby;

which

is

a setting

room of Christ. And lastly, when
end designed in what we do in matters of religion,
an

idol, in the

and so robs God of that glory which is due to his name.
(2.) There is another idol, which is put in the room of God ;
and that is the world. When the profits, pleasures, or honours
thereof are thought of with the greatest delight, as though
they were our chief good, and pursued with more earnestness
than Christ's interest and glory. When it has not only the
highest place in our affections, but, as it were, engrosses them
this is that love of the

world which, as the apostle says, is inconsistent v/ith the love of the Father, 1 John ii. 15. and de-
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more

we
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now

speaking of;

particularly,

When

our thoughts are so much engaged in the pursuit
not only cold and remiss as to spiritual
things ; but allow ourselves no time for serious meditations on
them, or converse with God in secret.
[2.] When the world has our first and last thoughts every
[l.]

of

if,

that

we grow

day ; when we are so

far

from following the Psalmist's exam-

I awakcy I am still xvith thee^ Psal.
cxxxix. 18. as considering ourselves under -the care of providence, and beholden to God for the mercies which we enjoy,
that we are taken up with nothing else but the projects and
schemes which we lay for the gaining or increasing our wealth,
or worldly estate therein. And this having been the great
business of the day, takes up and engages our wakeful thoughts
by night, as though it were the main work and business of life
[3.] When we pursue the world, without depending on God
foi- his blessing to attend our lawful Undertakings, and do not
consider the good things thereof as his special gift, nor the
disappointments that attend us therein, as ordered by his over*ruling providence, to engage us to walk more closely with
him, and take up our rest in him as our only happiness.
[4.] When our hearts are hereby hardened, and grow cold
and indifferent in religion, or when it follows and disturbs us
in holy duties, and renders us formal in the discharge thereof.
[5.] When the riches, honours, and pleasures of the world
have a tendency to quiet our spirits, and give us full satisfaction, though under spiritual declensions, and destitute of the
special presence of God, which is our greatest happiness.
[6.] When we fret, or repine at the providence of God, under the disappsintments we meet with in our secular affairs in
And,
the world.
[7.] When we despise the members of Christ, because they
are poor in the world, are ashamed of his cross, and refuse to
bear reproach for his sake.
(1.) There is. another instance of heart-idolatry, vzz. when
we adhere to the dictates of Satan, and regard his suggestions
more than the convictions of our own consciences, or the Holy
Satan's design in his temptations, is to turn us away
Spirit.
from God ; and when we are drawn aside thereby, we may be
This is what all are more
said to obey him rather than God.
or less guilty of; but some are said, in an uncommon degree,
Thus the apostle Paul styles the ^orcerer^
to be his servants.
xuho sought to turn aside the deputij from the faith, a child of
the devil. Acts xiii. 10. and our Saviour tells the Jews, Te are
of your father the devil; and the lusts of your father ye ivill
ple,

when he

do, &c.

John

Vol. hi.

says, lVhe}i

viii.

44.

He is

also called

3

L

The god of this

xvorld,
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iv. 4. and the prince of the poxver of the air, the spirit
that noxv xvorketh in the children of disobedience., Eph. ii. 2.
and accordingly he attempts to usurp the throne of God ; by
which means he has led a great part of the world after him.

2 Cor.

And, as he tempted our Saviour to fall down and worship
him, Matt. iv. 9. though without success, he prevails upon
others to do it to their own ruin.
Here it may be observed,
[l.] That he has propagated several doctrines, in opposition
to the gospel; and, indeed, all those doctrines which are subversive thereof, take their rise from him.
Thus the apostle
speaks of some who, in the latter times., should depart from the
giving heed to seducing spirits., and doctrines of devils^
1 Tim. iv. 1.
This they do when they depart from the way
of truth.
[2.] He has sometimes invented those modes of worship,
which have been observed by some, in itnitation of the sacrifices which God had ordained ; and whatever pretence there
might be of religion herein, he had doubtless a design, by this
means, to set up himself, in opposition to God.
[3.] He has amused and hardened the hearts of his subjects,
by pretended miracles, designed to oppose, and lessen the credit of those real miracles which have been wrought, to confirm
the truth, by the finger of God, Exod. viii. 7.
[4.] He has endeavoured to extirpate the true religion, by
raising persecutions against the faithful worshippers of God;
which has been his constant practice, so far as he has been
permitted, in all ages.
[5.] He has excited, in some of his subjects, the greatest
degree of hatred, opposition to, and rebellion against God.
Thus he entered into the heart of Judas., Luke xxii. 3. and
filled the heart of Ananias., that he lied to the Holy Ghost., Acts
V. 3. and has hardened the hearts of others, that they bade de-

faith.,

fiance

to the

Almighty, as Pharaoh,

who

said,

Who

is

the

obey his voice? Exod. v. 2.
[6.] He has persuaded many of his subjects to enter into a
kind of confederacy with him, and with one another, to promote his wicked designs. Thus those wretched Jews did,
who bound themselves under a curse., that they xvould neither
Lord., that

I should

And we
they had killed Paul., Acts xxiii. 14.
who had made a covenant xvith death and xvith.
The vilest instances of sins of this nahell., Isa. xxviii. 15.
ture, weze found among some who used sorcery, divination,
eat or drink

till

read of others

and other diabolical practices ; which is so horrid
a crime, and so contrary to the dictates of human nature, that
had we not an account of some in scripture, who used those
abominable arts, we should be ready to think that none were

witch-craft,

ever guilty of them.
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I will not deny but that many things, which are commonly
related concerning wiich-cratt and sorcery, as practised in latter ages, are fabulous and incredible ; and some things, said
to be done by the power of the Devil, may be accounted for

by natural causes; and others are ascribed to it, which are
performed by the concealed arts of some who get a livelihood
by cheating the unthinking part of mankind: nevertheless, I
am far from thinking that the account we have hereof in scripture, is without any manner of foundation, as some modem
writers suggest.
That famous story of the witch of Endor,
mentioned in 1 Sam. xxviii. 7 20. is an argument that there
were such persons, at that time, in the world.
I am sensible that it will be objected to this, that she was a
cunning woman, who lived by her wits, and deceived Saul, by
pretending that she used some infernal art, as expedient to
bring him to the speech of Samuel ; which it may not be amiss

—

Therefore

for us to inquire into.

That it is by no means
Samuel from the dead for it
1st,

;

call the soul of a saint out

is

be observed,
supposed that she raised

let it

to be

out of the Devil's power to

of heaven, with a design to subserve

to set up his kingdom in opposition
not reasonable to suppose that Samuel
should do the Devil so much service after his death, who was
so great an enemy to him in his life. Besides, he was buried
at Ramah, 1 Sam. xxv. 1. and can we think that he should be
now raised at Endor?
2^/^/, On the other hand, we are not to imagine, that it was
a mere trick or juggle of the woman, whereby she imposed on
Saul ; for though it is true, he did not see a shape, yet he heard
a voice, and made a reply thereunto. Moreover we read, that
he had an intimation given him, that Israel should be delivered
into the hands of the Philistines ; and that he and his sons
should be with him to-morrow ; that, is in the state of the
dead ; which the woman was not cunning enough to foretel; (a')
or if she had guessed that it would be so, she would hardlv
have ventured to tell Saul such ungrateful tidings ; which, if
he had lived to see himself cheated, and her prediction confutHad it been nothing
ed, it would have endangered her life.
but a cheat or juggle, she would rather have told him, that he
"would be safe and victorious for which, if it had come to pass,
she might have expected a reward ; and if not, she had nothing
to fear from him as a just punishment of her impiety.
must therefore suppose, that she was a professed
3dly,
servant of the Devil, and had, as the text says, afomtliar spirit; by which we are to undejstand that she conversed with

his interest thereby,

to Christ's

;

and

it

and

is

;

We

fa) Satan

knew

the

stalt-

of the artnic^, and wished to drive Saul to despai*.
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Satan ; who, that he might harden her the more in her sin, and
lead others, like Saul, into a credulous, diabolical presumption,

might reveal some secrets to her, and, at the same time, either
assume the shape, or, at least, counterfeit the voice of SamueL
Thus concerning those, who, by the practice of these arts,
have professed themselves to be in a kind of confederacy with
Satan.
It is certain no good man ever practised them ; and
therefore some have found it very difficult to understand the
sense of that scripture in Gen. xliv. 5. concerning the cup that
»vas in Benjamin's sack; Is not this the cup wherein my Lord
drinkethy and wherehij indeed he divineth f
And Joseph himself says, in ver. 15. Wot ye not that such a 7nan as I can certainly divine 7
Though Joseph was a prophet, it is certain he
was no diviner in that sense in which the word is commonly
used in scripture ; nor was this cup an instrument by which he
practised any such art. Therefore, for the understanding of
this scripture,
\st^

we may

consider,

That the word which we render

to divine^

denotes^ as

it

observed in the margin, to make trial of, or search after, or
to discover, or find out a matter; and instead of whereby^ or
by xuhich, it ought rather to have been rendered concerning
zuhich ; and then the meaning of the scripture is only this ; Is
not this the cup -wherein my lord drinketh P
And therefore, if
it were lost or stolen, he would soon miss it ; and make inquiry to find out the thief, as he has now done. And ^vheu
Joseph says, ver. 15. Wot ye not that such a ?na?i as I can,
divine P The meaning is. Do you think that one who is so
diligent and industrious in the management of all those affairs
that are incumbent on me, would lose the cup in which I drink,
and make no inquiry after it ? Did you expect to go undiscovered, when you had such an one as I to deal with, who
not only have an inclination, but all the advantages that can
be desired, to make search after those who have dealt unjustly
by me, as you hs^ve done ?
2(f, To divine may signify to prophesy; and so it may be
taken in a good sense as well as in a bad one. Accordingly,
when Joseph's servants speak of him as divining concerning
the cup, they consider him as one who had an extraordinary
gift from God of revealing secrets.
Therefore, they might
easily conclude that he would, by this means, find out the person who had stolen his cup. This is agreeable to the Egyptian mode of speaking; for those whom the Hebrews called
prophets^ they called diviners. And Joseph used the same
expression when he says. Wot you not that such a man as I
is

is. Did you not know that I was a prophet,
means was advanced to my present honour in
Pharaoh's court ? So that, whether we !uke the words in this

coidd divine P that

and by

this

;
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or the other sense, it does not follow, that he used any arts
that were diaboHcal or unlawful.
And now we are speaking concerning those arts, by which
Satan deludes them, who, either directly, or by consequence,
pay that regard to him which is due only to God. It may
farther be inquired; what we are to conclude concerning the
practice of judicial astrology, by those, who, in scripture, are
called star-gazers^ as a term of contempt, whose profession is
universally condemned therein.
These are, especially in our age, a generation of men, who
impose on the weakness of many superstitious and ignorant
people, who, by encouraging them, are partakers with them in
their sin.
The art they pretend to, is not only uncertain, but
presumptuous, and contains in it a contempt of the providence
of God, in regarding the signs and intimations, which they
suppose they receive from the stars, concerning the future
contingent events, or those actions which take their rise from
the free-will of man.
That which I would observe in general, concerning this
is, that we no where find in scripture, that the stars
were designed to signify the prosperous or adverse circumstances in which men shall be in the world ; or to foretel the
riches or poverty, sickness or health, which we should experience in our passage through it, or how long we shall continue
it it; our times and circumstances in the world being only in
God's hand; and it is in mercy to us that he has concealed
these future events from us.
To this we may add, that this
art, and those that use it, is very often spoken against in scripture, and the church warned against it; when God says. Learn
not the way of the Heathen^ and be not dismayed at the signs
of heaven^ Jer. x. 2. And elsewhere. Thou art wearied in the
multitude of thy counsels^ let now the astrologers^ the stargazers, the juonthly prognosticators^ stand up and save thee^
And elsewhere, they are ranked with diviners,
Isa. xlvii. 13.
and called liars, chap. xliv. 25.
If it be inquired. Whether any good men have ever practised this art, though without pretending to have had any intimation from Satan, but only proceeding according to the rules
prescribed therein?
It is not my business to censure men,
but things. Therefore the best that can be said thereof is
that if any good men have studied or practised it, they have
generally blamed themselves for it afterwards, or, at least, conAnd we read
fessed the uncertainty and presumption thereof.
of some that, in the time of their ignorance, had addicted
themselves thereunto; who, when it pleased God to convert
them, have laid it aside, and burned the books from whence
they learned it, Acts xix, 19.

practice,
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It is objected against what has been said concerning the unlawfulness of judicial astrology, that Moses addicted himself
to the study thereof, of whom it is said, That he xvas learned
in all the wisdom of the E^yptians^ chap. vii. 22. T9 which
it may be replied, that if, by the xvisdom of the Eg-yptianSy we
Understand, as most expositors do, judicial astrology, Moses
might know, but not approve of, or practise this art, which
was so much in use among the Egyptians. But it may be,
nothing more is intended by it, but his knowing the regular
motion of the stars, and the wisdom of God seen therein,
without judging of future events thereby; which is not only
lawful, but commendable : though, I am apt to think, that by
the wisdom of the Egyptians^ we are to understand those
tnaxims of state, and the secrets of Pharaoh's court, which he
had an opportunity to know, as being a great favourite with
him, as Josephus observes, who thinks that he designed that
he should succeed him in the throne *. Thus having consi-

Commandment as being broken by Atheism and
and the various kinds and degrees thereof; which is
called our having other gods;
We proceed now to inquire what is meant by these words
[before me] in the first Commandment, which are an intimation of the aggravation of the sins forbidden therein ; whereby
God puts us in mind of his all-seeing eye, which ought to deter us from the breach of it; especially when we consider, that
inasmuch as he beholds all our actions, he cannot but be exceedingly displeased when we entertain any conceptions of him

dered

this

idolatry,

that tend to question his authority, dethrone his sovereignty,
or alienate our affections from him, and set up any thing in

competition with him.

And

this

should teach us

how we

Lord always before us, considering him as
the heart-searching God, who is jealous for his own honour,
ought to

and

set

th<^

will not suffer this sin to

Quest. CVII. Which

is

go unpunished.

the second

Commandment?

Answ. The second Commandment

is \_Thou shalt not make
unto thee amj graven image, or ayiy likeness of any thing
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or
that is iji the rvater under the earth ; thou shalt noru boii?
dorvn to thera, nor serve them; for I the Lord thy God am a
jealous God^ visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate me; and shewing mercy unto thousands^ of them that
love me and keep my commandments.

• rid. Jos.

dntq. Lib. 11. Cap.

5.
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the duties required in the second

Commandtnent ?

Answ. The

duties required in the second commandment are
the receiving, observing, and keeping pure and entire, all
such religious worship and ordinances as God hath instituted in his word, particularly prayer and thanksgiving in the
name of Christ, the reading, preaching, and hearing of the
word, the administration and receiving of the sacraments,
church-government, and discipline, the ministry and maintenance thereof, religious fasting, swearing by the name of
God, and vowing unto him. As also the disapproving, detesting,

opposing

ones' place

and

all

false

calling,

worship ; and according to each
it, and all monuments of

removing

idolatry.

Quest. CIX. What are

the sins forbidden in the second

Com-

7nandmcnt ?

Answ. The

sins forbidden in the second Commandment, are,
devising, counselling, commanding, using, and any ways
approving any religious worship not instituted by God himself, tolerating a false religion, the making any representation of God, of all, or of any of the three Persons, either
all

inwardly in our mind, or outvv^ardly, in any kind of image
or likeness of any creature whatsoever, all worshipping of
it, or God, in it, or by it ; the making of any representation
of feigned deities, and all worship of them, or service belonging to them, all superstitious devices, corrupting the
worship of God, adding to it, taking from it, whether invented and taken up of ourselves, or received by tradition
from others; though under the title of antiquity, custom,
devotion, good intent, or any other pretence whatsoever,
simony, sacrilege, air neglect, contempt, hindering and opposing the worship and ordinances which God hath appointed.

Quest. CX. What are
7nandment the more

Answ. The

the reasons

to

enforce

it

annexed

to the

second Com-

?

reasons annexed to the second

Commandment,

more to enforce it, contained in these words, [^For I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God^ visiting the iniquities of the
fathers upon the children^ unto the third andfourth generationy
of them that hate me ; and shelving mercy unto tliousands of
them that love me, and keep my commandments'\ are, besides
the

God's sovereignty over
7eal for his

own

us, and property in us, his fervent
worship, and his revengeful indignation
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against all false worship, as being a spiritual whoredom, ac'
counting the breakers of this commandment such as hate
him, and threatening to punish them hnto divers generations,
and esteeming the observers of it, such as love him, and
keep his commandments, and promising mercy to them unto

many

generations.

BEFORE

we proceed to
Commandment, we

consider the subject-matter of
shall premise something, in general, concerning the difference between it, and the first Commandment. The first Commandment respects the object of
worship; the second, the manner in which it is to be performed.
Accordingly the former forbids, our not owning God to
be such an one, as he has reviealed himself to be, in his word ;
as also the substituting any creature in his room, or acknowledging it, either directly, or by consequence, to be our chief
good and happiness; the latter obliges us to worship this God,
in such a way as he has prescribed, in opposition to that,
which takes its rise from our own invention. These two
Commandments therefore being so distinct, we cannot but
think the Papists to be chargeable with a very great absurdity, in making the second to be only an appendix to the first,
or an explication of it; the design whereof seems to be, that
they might exculpate themselves from the charge of idolatry,
in setting up image-worship, which they think to be no crime;
because they are not so stupid as to style the image a god, or
make it the supreme object of worship; whereas this Commandment, forbidding false worship, is directly contrary to
their practice of worshipping God thereby.
this

The method,

in

which

this

Commandment

is

laid

down,

is

the same with that of several others, viz. as we have therein,
an account of the duties required, the sins forbidden, and the
reasons annexed to enforce it.
shall therefore
I. Consider the duties commanded.
These are contained
in two heads.
1. The obligation we are under to observe, or attend upon,
such religious worship and ordinances as God hath appointed.
Religious worship is that whereby we address ourselves to
God, as a God of infinite perfection; profess an entire subjec-

We

him as our God; put our trust in
our wants, and ascribe that praise and
glory, that is due to him, as our chief good, most bountiful
benefactor, and only portion and happiness.
As for the ordinances, our attendance on them depends on
a divine command, to which God has annexed a promise of
his gracious presence, whereby our expectations are raised,
that we shall obtain some blessings from him, when we engage
tion

and devotedness

him

for a supply- of all

to
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therein in a right manner, in which respect they are instituted
grace, and pledges of that special favour which he
designs to bestow on his people. This is that which more
especially renders a duty enjoined, an ordinance.
Accordingly our Saviour says, Where two or three are gathered tOr
gether in mij name^ there am J in the mid^t of them, Matt,
xviii. 20.

means of

Now

these ordinances are either solitary or social; such as
are obliged to perform in our closets, chajn vi. 6. in our
families^ or in those public assemblies where God is worshipped. These are particularly mentioned in this answer; and
they are prayer, thanksgiving, reading, preaching, and heai^ng
the word, the administration and receiving the sacraments; to
which we may add, praising God by singing; all which will

we

be msisted on in a following answer, and therefore we pass by
them at present, and shall only observe; that as these are duties which are daily incumbent on us, so there are other duties
or ordinances, which are only to be performed as the necessity of affairs require it; such as religious fasting, whereby
we express public tokens of mourning and humiliation, and
perform other duties agreeable thereunto, when God is pro*
voked by crying sins; or when his judgments-are upon us, and
our families, or the church of God in general. Thus the
prophet Joel, when speaking concerning several desolating
judgments, which Israel was exposed to, commands them to
sanctify afast^ call a solemn assembly ; and to weep between the
porch and the altar; and saij, spare thy people,
Lord, and
give 7iot thine heritage to veproach, Joel ii. 15, \7. This is
not to be done at all times, but when the providence of God
calls for it.
Therefore we have no warrant for the observation of annual fasts; when that which was the first occasion
is removed; much less for those weeks of fastinpwhich the Papists observe, which they call Lent; for which,
no sufficient reason can be assigned why it should be observed
at that rather than any other time of the year.
And their
fasting on certain days of the week cannot be vindicated; much

thereof,

doing this without joining other religious duties to
or their abstaining from some kinds of food, while they
indulge themselves in eating others that are equally grateful
to the appetite ; which is a ludicrous and superstitious way of
less their
it,

fasting.

Again, another occasional duty or ordinance is, our setting
apart time for thanksgiving to God for deliverances from public or national calamities, or those which more immediately
jespect ourselves and families ; in which those religious duties
are to be performed, that tend to express our spiritual joy and
thankfulness to God, who is the Author thereof, and at thp'
Vol.. III.

5
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same time, we are to pray, that he would enable us to walk
as such W'ho are hereby laid under renewed engagements to
be his ; thus the Jews observed some days of thanksgiving
for their deliverance from Haman's conspiracy, Esth. ix. 20,
And this is to be religiously observed, wherein it
£s? seq.
from that carnal joy, which is generally expressed by
receive mercies, but do not give glory to God, the
sole Author thereof.
Moreover, besides these occasional ordinances, there is
another mentioned in this answer, namely, vowing to God.
Thus the Psalmist says, Vow^ and pay unto the Lord, PsaL
ix3r\'i. 11. which either, more especially, respects their entering into a solemn obligation, or promise to give something that
Was to be applied to the support of the public and costlyworship which was performed under the ceremonial law j upon
which account it is said, in the following words. Bring presents unto him ; or it may be considered as to what concerns
the moral reason of the thing, as including in it our resolutiori
to set apart, or apply some portion of our wordly substance,
a« God has prospered us in our secular affairs, to the maintaining and promoting his cause and interest in the world.
And we ought, at the same time, to devote ourselves to him,
whereby we acknowledge his right to us, and all that we have.
Thus the apostle says, concerning the churches of Macedonia^
not only that they devoted their substance to God, but that
they gave themselves, also unto the Lord, 1 Cor. viii. 5»
This does not include in it our resolution to do those things
that are out of our own power j or, that we will exercise those
graces that are the special gift of the Spirit of God, but rather
a dedication of ourselves to him, in hope of obtaining that
grace from him which will enable us to perform those duties^
v/hich are indispensably necessary to, and inseparably connected with salvation. This is such a vowing to God, as will not
have a tendency to ensnare our own consciences, or detract
from his glory, who is alone the Author of all grace ; nor does
differs

those

it

who

contain in

it

the least instance of presumption, but it is a
faith, to his glory and our

duty which we ought to perform by
'

own

edification.

And

to this we might add another ordinance, mentioned in
answer J namely, swearing by the name of God; which.
as we have ehewheie expressed it, contains a swearing fealty
to him, and our consecrating and devoting ourselves to him *,
And "as to what respects swearing, as it is a religious duty to
be perfomied in subserviency to civil duties, we shall have
occasion to speak of that under the third Commandment; and
therefore we pass it over at present, and proceed to consider^
this

*

See more of this in

Vol.

I.

Page

226.
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2. That these, and all other religious duties or ordinances
which God has enjoined, are to be kept pure and entire. Aa

we

are not to cast oft' the ordinances of God in general, so we
that we do not, while we perform some, live

must take heed

in the neglect of others ; for that is not to keep them entire.
Thus private duties are not to shut out those which are social
in our families or the public assemblies ; nor entrench on that
time which ought to be allotted for them; and, on the other
JTand, it is not sufficient for us to worship God in public, and,
This reproves the
at the same time, cast oif all secret duties.
practice of some modern enthusiasts, who pray not, unleas
moved by the Spirit, as they pretend; and deny their obligation to observe the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's supper.
as we are to keep the ordinances of God entire,
are also to keep them pare ; that is, to allow of, or practise
nothing but what is warranted by the rules which God has

Moreover,

we

given us in his word, in opposition to those
by intruding those ordinances into

v/orship,

who
it

corrupt his

which are of

their own invention and pretending, that though God has not
commanded them, yet the service which we perform (which
;

can be no other than will-worship) will be acceptable to him.
This leads us,

To consider the sins forbidden in this Commandment.
general scope and design hereof, as to what concerns the
negative part of it, is God's prohibiting all false v/orship,
either in our hearts, outward actions or gestures, whereby we
adhere to our own imaginations rather than his revealed will
which is the only rule of instituted worship. The things forbidden in this commandment may be reduced to three heads;
not attending on the ordinances cf God with that holy,
1.
humble, and becoming frame of spirit, that the solemnity oi
the duties themselves, or the authority of God enjoining, or
the advantages which we may expect to receive by them, call
When we do not seriously think what we are going about
for.
before we engage in holy duties, or watch over our own hearts
and affections, or else worship God in a careless and indifferent
manner, in which case we may be said to draw nigh to him
with our lips, while our hearts are far from him.
farther break this commandment, v/hen we invent or2.
dinances which God has no where in his word commanded;
or think to recommend ourselves to him by such gestures, or
modes of worship, which we have no precedent or example
for in the New Testament; this is what is generally called
superstition and will-worship.
Thus we read in the degenerate age of the church, that the statutes of Omri xvere kept^
and the xv?ris cftke house of J.hab^ Micah vi. iC. as intimat'
II.

The

A

We

;;
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ing that false worship which was practised by them. And
here we cannot but observe, that there are many things in
which the Papists are chargeable with superstition and willworship, if not with idolatry'. As for instance,
(1.) Their worshipping the bread in the sacrament, as supposing it to be the real body and blood of Christ, and not
barely the sign thereof; understanding the words of our Saviour, in which, in instituting this ordinance, he says. This is
my bodijy Matt. xxvi. 26. in a literal sense ; whereas it ought
to be taken in a figurative. Again,
(2.) Their lifting up the bread in the sacrament, pretending
that this is a real offering of Christ, and, at the same time, the
people being obliged to shew ail possible marks of sorrow
such as beating their breasts, shaking their heads, &c. as
though they really saw Christ on the cross ; whereas it is a
profaning the Lord's supper, to say that Christ is really and
visibly offered therein by the hands of the priest ; which is
contrary to what the apostle says of his being but once offered
to hear the sins of many ^ Heb. ix. 28.
(3.) They use several superstitious ceremonies in baptism,
which have, indeed, a shew of religion, but want a divine
sanction, and are no other than an addition to Christ's institution.
Thus they use spittle, salt, and creatfi, besides the water
with which the child is to be baptised, and anoint it with oil,
and use exorcism, commanding the unclean spirit to depart
out of it, and signing it with the sign of the cross ; at v/hich
they suppose the Devil to be so terrified, that he is hereby
obliged to leave it, being by this means, as it were, frighted
away. But the principal reason they give for their adding
this
is

ceremony

to Christ's institution, is to signify that the child

hereby obliged to

fight

manfully under Christ's banner;

which obligation is neither increased nor diminished thereby
and it is a sign which he makes no mention of.
(4.) Their frequent crossing of themselves, as a preservative against sin, and a means to keep them from the power of

the Devil, and to render their prayers acceptable in the sight

of God.
(5.) The splendor
especially the shape

and magnificence of their churches, and
and figure of them, as accommodated to
that of Solomon's temple, and their situation east and west
and also their bowing to the altar, which is placed in the east
for which there is not the least shadow of argument in scripture, nor example in the purest ages of the church,
(6.) The ludicrous and unwarrantable ceremonies used in
the consecration of churches, and the reverence that every one
must shew to places thus consecrated, though it be not in the
divine worship.

And

to this

we may

add, that there

are

;
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many superstitious ceremonies in consecrating all the vessels
*4nd utensils that are used in their churches ; yea, the very
bells are baptised, or, as they express it, consecrated that so
the Devil may be afraid of the sound thereof, and keep his distance from those places of worship in which ihey are fixed
which charms can be reckoned no other than the sport of the
powers of darluiess, or looked on by them with contempt.
(7.) They ascribe a divine, yea, a meritorious virtue, to the
frequent repeating the Lord's prayer in Latin, commonly called Pater noster^ and the angel's salutation of the virgin Mary,
mentioned in Luke i. 28. called Ave Maria; which words they
put a corrupt sense upon, contrary to the proper meaning thereof; which, if only recited, whether understood or no, it is reckoned acceptable service.
(8.) The distinction of garments, and the relative holiness
of persons that wear thern as signified thereby. To which we
may add, the canonical hours which are appointed for the performing divine service ; especially if we consider the reason
which they allege for it, namely, because there was something
remarkable done or suffered by Christ, at those hours in the
day. These things argue them guilty of superstition.
might also take notice of the many things which
(9.)
they make merchandise of, as consecrated bread, wax candles,
&c. to which they ascribe a spiritual virtue, or some advantages to be received hereby, by those that purchase them ; which
tends to advance the price thereof. There are also the relicts
which they call the church's treasure, or those rarities which
they purchase at a great rate ; though some of the wiser Papass by many other
pists have made but a jest of them.
superstitious ceremonies used by them, for brevity sake, and
shall only observe,
(10.) Their bowing at the name of Jesus ; which can hardIv be vindicated from the charge of superstition, especially because no extraordinary instance of reverence is expressed at
the mention of those incommunicable attributes of God, which
are ascribed to him ; nor, indeed, do they bow the knee at the
mentioning of the word Saviour, Christ, or Emmanuel, or when
any other divine characters are given him.
The only scripture they make use of to vindicate this pracThat at the name of Jesus every knee
tice, is in Phil. ii. 10.
should bow ; whereas it is plain, that this boxv'ing the knee does
not signify a bodily gesture, but only a subjection of soul to
Christ, as angels^ authorities and pozvers are said to be made
subject to him^ 1 Pet. iii. 22. These, indeed, are a very considerable part of the inhabitants of heaven, but they have no
Icnees to bow ; and as for thiiigs under the earthy to wit, the

We

We

powers of darkness; they do not bow to him

in a

way

of wor-
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ship, but are subjected to
leads us to consider,
3.

That they are

him

as

conquered enemies.

guilty of the breach of this

Which

Commandmentp

who frame an image

of any of the persons of the Godhead, or
of any creature in heaven or earth, as a means or help made
use of in order to their worshipping God. Here it must be
enquired,
(1.) Whether the making images, absolutely, or in all respects, be unlawful. To which it is generally answered, that
if pictures representing creatures, either in heaven or earth, be
made with no other design, but in an historical way, to propagate the memory of persons, and their actions to posterity, it
seems not to be a breach of this Commandment. But the sin
forbidden therein, expressed in those words, Making to our'
selves the image or likeness of creatures in heaven or earthy is
when we design- to worship God by them ; and accordingly
the using bodily gestures to them, such as those which are
used in the worship of God ; as bowing, uncovering the head,
&c. wherein a person designs an act of worship, is idolatry.
And if nothing else is intended but the worshipping of God by
them, it can hardly be excused from the appearance of idolatr}^ at least ; so that, according to one of the rules before laid
down for the understanding the Ten Commandments, it is to
be reckoned a breach of the second Commandment ; which is
what we are now considering *.
(2.) It must farther be enquired, whether it be unlawful to
represent any of the persons in the Godhead, by pictures or
carved images ? to this we answer, that God being infinite and
incomprehensible, it is impossible to frame any image like him,
Isa. xl. 18. chap. xlvi. 5. Acts xvii. 29. Moreover, he assigns
this as a reason why Israel should make no image of him, because they saro no manner of similitude -when he spqke to them,
in Horeby out of the midst of the fire ; and adds, lest ye corrupt
yourselves y and make you a graven image ^ Deut. iv. 15, 16.
And the apostle styles this an offering the highest affront to
God, when he speaks of some who changed the glory of the in-

God iiito an image made like to corruptible man.
23.
There are others, who, though they do not much care to defend the practice of making pictures of God, yet plead for describing an emblem of the Trinity, such as a triangle, with the
corruptible

Rom.

i.

name Jehovah

in the midst of
serve concerning this practice

it.

is,

But

that

which

I

would ob-

that if the design hereof be

to worship God by it, it is idolatry ; but if not, it is unwarrantable, and, indeed, unnecessary ; since a Trinity of persons in

the unify of the divine essence,

is to

be understood as reveal-

;y
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ed in scripture, and not brought to our remembrance by an
emblem, which is an ordinance of our own invention.
It is farther enquired, whether we may not describe our Saviour, as he sometimes is by the Papists, in those things that
respect his human nature ? whether we may not pourtray him
as an infant in his mother's arms ; or, as conversing here on
earth, or hanging on the cross ; as they not only describe him.,
but adore this image or representation of Christ crucified,
which they call a crucifix ? To this we answer ; that whatever
of Christ comes within the reach of the art of man to delineate or describe,

is

only his

human

nature,

which

is

not the ob-

and therefore this rather tends to debase than give us raised and becoming conceptions of him z$

ject of divine adoration

;

such.

As to what is argued by some, to prove that it is not unlawful to make an image of God, inasmuch as he is sometimes
represented as having a body, or bodily parts ; and the prophet Daniel describes God the Father, as thg ancient of days
i)an. vii. 9. therefore, they suppose, that it is not unlawful for
them to make such representations of him by images. To this
it may be answered, that God's being described by the parts
of human bodies, is in condescension to the weakness of our
capacities, or agreeable to human modes of speaking; in which
the eye signifies wisdom, the arm power, the heart love, &c.
are, notwithstanding those modes of expression, to abstract
in our thoughts, every thing that is carnal, or applicable to the
creature when conceiving of him, and therefore not to give occasion to any to think that he is like ourselves, by describing
him in such a way. The Papists not only plead for making
such like images, but set them up in churches, calling them the
laymen's books, with a design to instruct them in those things
which the image represents. To which it may be replied, that
such a method of instruction is without any warrant from scripture, as well as contrary to the practice of the purest ages of
the church, who always thought that the word of God was sufficient to lead them into the knov/ledge of himself, without making use of a picture to that end.
But notwithstanding this colour is put on their practice, of
setting up such-like images in churches ; yet there are some
who plead for the worship of images, only v/ith this distinction,
that it is a subordinate or a relative worship that they give to
them, while, at the same time, tlie highest worship is given to
God only ; in which respect they cannot exculpate themselves
from the charge of idolatry. And, indeed, in some of their
books of devotion, we find the same expressions used, when
they address tliemsclves to the creature, as though they were
paying divine adoration to God; particularly in the book, that
is well known among them, called the Vir^'in Mary''s Psalter

We
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in which her name is often inserted instead of the name of God,
which is the highest strain of blasphemy. Thus when it is said,
O come let us kneel before the Lord our Maker ^ Psal. xcv. 6.
instead of the Lord^ they put the Virghi Mary. And when it
is said, Have mercy upon jne^
God, &c. Psal. li. 1. they pray,
/lave merc2j upon we,
Lady, he. which expressions cannot
be read M'ithout detestation. And there are many more to the
like purpose, in that book.

When

this

has been objected against them as a specimen of

make to it is ; that the book
written by a private person, as an help to devotion, but
not established by the authority of the church, which is not to
their idolatry, all the reply they

was

be charged with every absurdity which some of their communion may advance. To which it may be replied, that the
church of Rome has been very ready to condemn better books,
written by those who were not in their communion ; whereas
they never publicly condemned this book, but rather commended it, as written with a good design.
Besides we may farther observe, that there are many blasphemous expressions given to the virgin Mary, in their Breviaries and Missals, which are used by public authority. Thus
she is often addressed to in such characters as these, viz. the
mother of mercy, the gate of heaven, the queen of heaven, the
empress of the world ; and sometimes she is desired not only
to pray her son to help them, but, by the authority of a mother, to command him to do it.
At other times they desire her
to help and save them herself; and accordingly they give her
the title of Redeemer, and Saviour, as well as our Lord Jesus
Christ.
And sometimes they profess themselves to put their
trust and confidence in her. If this be not idolatry, where is
there any to be found in the world ?
To this v,'e may also add, that idolatry which is practised by
them in their devotion, to the images of other saints. Every
saint in their Kalendar is called upon, in his turn ; among
whom some indeed were good men, as the martyrs, who refused to be worshipped while on earth ; how much soever these
v/orship them now they are in heaven.
But there are others
whom the Popes have canonized for saints, who Mere little better than devils incarnate, while they were here upon earth
.;

and others have been rebels and traitors to their king and country, and suffered the just reward of their wickedness; such as
these are found among those whom they pay this wership to.
There are also others whom they worshipped as saints ; concerning whom it may be much questioned v-hether there ever
were such persons in the world ; these may be called fabulous
Nevertheless, images are made to their honour, and
saints.
prayers directed to them. And there are other things worbhipped by them, which never had life, as the picture cf XJr.t
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So that upotx
cross, and many pretended relies of die saints.
the whole, we cannot but think that we have, in this mode of
worship, a notorious instance of the breach of this Commandment. And we cannot but conclude, that herein they have a"
postatized, or turned aside from the purity of the gospei.
It may be observed, that the church, for the first three hui^
dred years after Christ, had comparatively, but iittie superstition, , and no idolatry ; but in the fourth Century, superstition
began to insinuate itself into it ; then it was that the pic<:ureR
of the martyrs, who had suffered in l hrist's cause, were first
set up in churches, though without any design of worshipping
:>

them ; and this was not universally approved of. As for
image-worship, it was not brought into the church till above
seven hundred years after Christ ; and then there was a considerable opposition made to it by some ; and this kind of worship was set up in one reign, and prohibited in another ; but
afterwards it universally prevailed in the Romish church," when
arrived to that height of impiety and idolatry, \yiihout opposition, as it is at this day.
now proceed to ol)serve,
III. The reasons annexed to this Commandment, which are
taken from the consideration of what God Js in himseli ; J can
the Lord^ or Jehovah ; which beiftg a name never given to any
creature, is expressive of all his divine perfections, which render him the object of worship, and oblige us to perform th,2»t
worship which he requires, in such a way as is agreeable theretinto; he also styles himself a God to his people, lam thy Gode;
therefore to set up strange gods, or to worship him in a >Vay
not prescribed by him, is a violation of his covenant, as well
as not performing the duty we owe to him, and wouii rentier
And, it is fartiier
us unfit to be owned by him as his people.
observed, that they who thus corrupt themselves, and pervert
his worship, are stykd haters of him, and thereforexan expect
nothing but to be dealt with as enemies. This he gives theim
to understand, inasmuch as he styles himself a J^rt/or^*, or smrevenging God^ visiting the m'lqniUes of the jatha-f upon the
children. , For the understanding of which, let ip-be ^cpjnj^
'
dered,
1. That though God does not punish children with.ete^naj
destruction, for tlie sins of their iinmecliate parents, yet these
Thusi all
oftentimes bring temporal juugments on families.
the children of Israel that murmured and despised the good
land, so far bare their fathers iniquity, that they wandered in
'the wilderness near "forty years.
*
2.' These judgments iall heavier on those children that nuikc
their parents sins their own j which was the case of the Jews,
^pon which occasion our Saviour tells" them, i;hat allthcbjpoa
that w'ti^ f;hcd iipon the €aHh\^sh'mdd come iiton them^JrOm i.^
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Jblood -of righteous Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias^ ^hom thty
ilew between the temple uTid the altar. Matt, xxiii. 35. They
oi\ and committed the same sins which ^heir fathers
5vere guilty of, and consequently are said to fill up the measure
of their sins j therefore the judgments of God, which they ex-

approved

posed themselves to, were most terrible.
3. Whatever temporal judgments may be

inflicted

on

chil«

<iren for their parents sins, shall be sanctified, and redound to
their spiritual advantage, as well as end in their everlastir^g

^happiness, if they do not follow their bad example ; and there•ibre it is farther observed, that God shews mercy unto thou*
sands of them that love him, and keep his Commandments'
These are very great motives and inducements to enforce the
-observation of all God's Commandments, and this in partjcu4ar.

Quest. CXI. Which

is

the third

Commandment P

third Commandment is. Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless, that taketh his name iji vain,

Answ. The

-Quest. CXII. What

is

required in the third

Commandment f.

.Aksw. The third Commandment requires, that the name of
God, his titles, attributes, ordinances, the word, sacraments,
prayer, oaths, vows, lots, his works, and whatsoever else
there is whereby he makes himself known, be holily and
reverently used in thought, meditation, word, writing, by an
holy profession, and answerable conversation, to the glory
of God, and the good of ourselves and others.

Quest. CXXII. What ore

the sins forbidden in the third

Com'

tnandment f

|Insw. The sins forbidden in the third Commandment art,
the not using of God's name as is required, and the abuse
of it, in an ignorant, vain, irreverent, profane, superstitious,
or wicked mentioning or otherwise using his tides, attributes, ordinances, or works; by blasphemy, perjury; all
sinful cursings, oaths, vows, and lots ; violating of our oaths,
and vows, if lawful, and fulfilling them, if of things unlaw*
ful, murmuring and quarrelling at, curious prying into, afld
misapplying of God's decrees, and providences, misinterpreting, misapplying, or any way perverting the word, 'or
tny^art of it, to profane jests, curious or unprofitable-^^ues'

;

THC
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iionSf vaia janglings, or the maintaining of false tioctrinea,
abusing it, the creatures, or any thing contained under t}ytk

name

of .God, to charms, or sinful lusts and practices, the
iialigning, scorning, reviling, or any ways opposing of God'*
truth, grace, and ways, making profession of religion ia,
hypocrisy, or for sinister ends ; being ashamed of it, or ai

.

shame

.

ftive

to it, by uncomfortable, unwise, unfruitful, wid
walkings, or backslidings frofla. it,

^UEST. CXIV. JVhat are
.

offiear

the reasons annexed to the thir4

Qomjnandment ?
reasons annexed to the third Commandment in
words [the Lord thy God"] and [ybr the Lord xvill not_
hold htm guiltless that taketh his na7ne in vairi"] are, because^
he is the Lord and our God, and therefore his name is not
to be profaned, or any way abused by us, especially, because
he is so far from acquitting and sparing the transgressors of
this CommaCndment, as that he will not suffer them to escape
his righteous judgment, albeit, many such escape the censures and punishments of men.

j^Jn^w.
these

The

ASGod

Commandment respects the manner in which
to be worshipped, agreeably to his revealed will
are commanded to worship him with that frame of

the second

ih this

we

is

^irit which is suitable to the greatness of the work, and the
Majesty of him with whom we have to do. By the name df
God we are to understand all those things whereby he is pleased to make himself known; and these are his names, titles,
attributes, words and works.
The attributes of God have

been largely insisted on in that question, What is God*f 'His
titles have also been considered, as belonging to
all the persons of the Godhead, in proving that the Son and
Holy Ghost are God equal with the Father f. His word is
that in whieh the glory that is contained in his names, titlea
and attributes, is set forth in the most glorious manner. Thus
the Psalmist says, Thou hast magnijicd thy -word above all thy
namey Psal. cxxxviii. 2. or, thou hast given a brighter disco*
very of thyself in thy word, than thou hast done in any thinff
else, by which thou hast made thyself known to thy creatures.
And as for the works of God, whether of nature or of grace^
these are designed to lead us into the knowledge of his power,
wisdom, goodness, holiness and faithfulness, which are tmi-

names and

Now

»ently grorified in all that he does.
this Commandment
'yespects our having a due regard to all those ways whereby
he makes himself known, and contains a prohibition of every
thing that may tend to cast the' least dishonour upon them*
• Sf»- Voi. I. Quest iv.

f

i^uett.

xl

;
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.'The method

in

which we are led

to speak to

it, is

to ccm-

sider,

This supposes, that it is an inI. What is required iu it.
dispensible duty tor us to make mention of the name of God.
Since he has given us some tiiscoveries of himself, by what
means soever he has done it, it would be an instance of the
highest contetnpt of the greatest privilege, for us to express
ao regard to them ; which they may be said practically to do,
whp make no profession of religion, and desire not to be in."
structed in those things which relate to the name and glory of
;

God ; which argues a person to be abandoned to the greatest
wickedness, and to live without God in the world.
Now there are several duties mentioned in this answer, in
which we are said to make use of God's name ; particularly,
vhen we attend on his ordinances, viz. the word, sacraments
and prayer ; and take religious oaths, and make solemn vow^
which, doubtlfss, are to be performed with the utmost reveT.ence.
have many instances, in scripture, of holy men
who, when they have drawn nigh to him in prayer, have adored his divine perfections, with a becoming humility. Thus
Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, addresses himself to
God ; There is no god like thee^ in heaven above, or 07i earth,
beneath^ who keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants^
that walk before thee with all their hearty 1 Kings viii. 23.'
And Jacob, when wrestling with God in prayer, says, God
cf my father Abraham,, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord
-which saidst unto me^ Returyi to thine oivn country, and to thy
uindred, and I will deal well with thee. lam not rvorthy of the

We

leant of all the mercies, and of all the truth,
shexved unto tlnj servant. Gen. xxxii. 9, 10.

which thou hast

And Hezckiah

Lord God of

Israel, which
chembims, thou art the God, even thou
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth, thou hast made heaven
and earth, 2 Kings xix. 25. And Daniel in prayer, styles
him, The great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant, and
-mercy to them that love him,, and to them that keep his comAnd Abraliam, when standing be-inandments, Dan. ix. 4.
fore the Lord, and pleading in behalf of Sodom, says, Behold^
710X0 I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am.
And the inhabitants ol
but dust, and ashes. Gen. xviii. 27.
lieuven, who are nearest the throne of God, are represented as
worshipping him with the greatest reverence, casting their
croxuns before the throne, in token of their being unworthy oi
the honour that they are advanced to, and saying. Thou ari
Lord, to receive glory, and honour and poxver, Kev«
•worthy,
iv. 10, 11. which is to be understood of him, exclusive of all

expresses himself thus
iiivetlest

betzveen the

others^

And

in

prayer,

as thi^ reverence is to be expressed

when we
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ask any Alng at thie hand ©f tGiody by a parity* 0/ -reason, it
ought to expressed in any otiier religious duty, on which he
••
has madcj^ome iinpr'essions of his glor\\
II it.be enquired, whether this reverence is consistent with
ttat boldness which believers arejsaid to have in prayer, when,
they are exhorted to come boldhj unto the throne ojgrace^ Heb*
iv. 16. and to have boldness to enter into the honest of all^ bif
the blood of Jesus ^ chap. x.
To this it may be answered, that
the word there used *, which is called boldness, may be rendered a liberty ot speech. So that though he be infinitely
above us, and a God of infinite holiness and purity, and therefore has tile utmost abhorrence of sin, which we have reason
to. charge ourselves with, }et we are encouraged to come to
him, as sitting on a throne of grace from whence he displays
his glory, as a sin-pardoning God^ who otherwise appears in
his jealousy, as a sin-revenging Judge.
Therefore this ^o/t/ncss is nothing else but our making use of that liberty which
God gives us 10 come into his presence wuth hope of being accepted in his sight, in and through a Mediator.
might farther observe, that as we are to express an
holy reverence, in drawing nigh to God, in all religious duties;
so we ought not to think of any of his works, but with a due
regard to, and the highest veneration of, his glory shining
:

We

forth therein. Thus it is said. Remember that thou magnify
his work^ which men behold^ Job xxxvi. 24. aind this reverence
is to be expressed in our meditations, w^ords and writings ; so
that we should never think or treat of divine subjects, but in
an holy manner ; we should never speak of any thing, by which

God

manifests his glory, but with a design to beget in ourand others, a reverential fear of, and the highest esteem

selves

for him.
II. We are now to consider the sins forbidden in this Commandment and accordingly, we violate it by not using the
name of God in such a way as it is required. This includes
;

in

it,

The not making any profession of religion, as being afraid
or ashamed to own, that in which the name of God is so much
concerned. Persons, indeed, do not usually arrive to this
height of wickedness at once ; but the mind is alienated from
God, and his worship, bv degrees. There is first a great deal
of lukewarmness, formality, and hypocrisy, reigning in the
iieart of man ; so that if they attend on the ordinances of God's
worship, it is with great indifferency, many prejudices entertained against them, and with such a frame of spirit as savours
ujore profaneness than true religion.
After this th.ey are
aahanitfil.oi Christ and his cause, being inftuenced by the re>

li

^
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proach that ia cast on it in the world. Thus the Jlews pite*
tended, concerning Christianity, that it was a sect (very -where
spoken against^ Acts xxviii. 22. And D«mas forsook the
apostle, having- loved this present worlds 2 Tim. iv. 10. being
more concerned for his reputation in it, thaa for Christ's vs^
terest.
After this, such cast off all public worship ; and this
is generally attended with a seared conscience, and running^
into all excess of riot.
2. Persons take the name of God in vaia* when though they
make a profession of religion, yet it is not in such a way as
God has required j and this is done by using his titjes, attrl*<
butes, or any ordinances or works, in which he makes himself
known in an unbecoming manner; with ignorance, when wb
speak of the divine perfections, and, at the same time, have
no just ideas of what is intended thereby } or when we use the
name of God with a vanity or levity of spirit, and mentioa
sacred things in a common way, whereby we may be said td
profane them; or when we superstitiously pay a. kind of veneration to the sound of words, relating to divine matters, but
regard not the thing signified thereby* This is using the nanre
of God in such a way as he has not required, and consequently
-*
taking it in vain.
.
3. The name of God is taken in vain by blasphemy; which
is a thinking or speaking reproachfully of him, as though he
had no right to the glory that belongs to his name; which iff,
in effect, a cursing him in our hearts, and offering the greatest
injury that can be done, to a God of infinite perfection ; which,
though it be no real lessening his essential glory, yet it argue1»
the greatest malignity, and highest degree of impiety in those
that are guilty of it.
This was so great a crime, that, by
God's command, it was punished with death. Lev. xxiv. J6»
4. This Commandment is broken by not using religious
oaths in a right manner, or by violating them; and, on the
other hand, by all sinful and profane oaths and cursing,
It is
(1.) By not using religious oaths in a right manner.
certain, that we are, upon extraordinary occasions, to makk
mention of the name of God, by solemn oaths, in which we
appeal to him as a God of truth, the searcher of hearts, and
the avanger of falsehood.
That this is a duty, appears,
[l.] In that we have various instances, in scripture, erf" God'^
condescending to confirm what he has spoken by an oath;
wherein he appeals to his own perfections for the confinnation
of our faith. Thus he is represented as swearing bif himself
and by hie holiness^ Gen. xxii. 16, 17. Psal. Ixxxix. 35.
.

-

[2.] There are several examples and commands, in scripture,
which make it our duty to appeal to God, on some oceasiond,
by solemn oaths. T,hu§ it is said, Thm -shaitjear- theiLord
.
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and shalt swear by his name, Deut. vi.
me every knee shall boWy a7id every
Isa. xlv. 23.
But we must observe that

hiniy

elsewhere, To

tongue shall sxvear^

is a vast difference between God's swearing by himself,
or by any of his perfections, and man's swearing by him.
When God swears by himself, it is a display of the glory of
his perfections, as a God that cannot lye j but when man swears
by him, it is an act of religious worship, containing an acknowiedgment of his perfections, and an appeal to him, as a God of
Therefore an oath is not to
truth, and the avenger of a lye.
be taken,, but ia matters of great importance, which cannot be
decided without it; and being an act of religious worship, it
ought to be performed in the most solemn manner; otherwise
ire profane the name of God, and so violate this commandThis respects not so much the form used in swearing,
fuent.
as the levity of spirit with which it is done, or our pretending
to confirm that which is false hereby.
The form used in solemn oaths has been various.
Isf, We read of some ceremonies used in swearing, that
were only occasional. Thvis when Jacob and Laban took a
solemn oath to each other, at their parting, a pillar xvas erectedy and a heap of stones gathered together, and they both eat
upon the heaps and sxvare by the God of Abraham and Nahor^
end the fear of Isaac, that they would do no injury to each

there

-

ether. Gen. xxxi. 45,—-53.
Also we read, that when Abraham made his servant swear, that he would take a wife for
JLsaac, from among his kindred, and not out of the land where
he dwelt, he ordered him to put his hand under his thigh^
chap. xxiv. 2, 3, 4. Thi« form of swearing seemed to be an
-appeal to God, as having promised that his seed should be increased and multiplied, and that in his seed, all the families of
the earth should be blessed; which was a circumstance well
adapted to the matter and occasion of the oath, viz. that he
should provide such a wife for Isaac as God approved of.
Q-dly, The common form of swearing used of old, seems to
have been by lifting up the hand to heaven, thereby signif) ing
their appeal to God, whose throne is there ; accordingly the
iifting up the hand to heaven imports the same thing as to

awear, according to the scripture-mode of speaking, Deut.
In this manner Abraham sware. Gen. xiv. 22, 23.
kxxii. 40.
and the angel which appeared to John, Rev. x. 5. and this is
undoubtedly, a very good and justifiable form of swearing;
And it is used, in some Protestant countries, even at this day.
As to the form used by us in public solemn oaths, viz. laying the hand on the Bible, or on the gospels, and kissing the
book, it is no where warranted by scripture, and therefore is
Aot JO eligible »s that of lifting up the hand; yet because it is

;;
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common legal form used among us, it is rather to be complied with, than that the duty should be neglected ; because,
as has been but now observed, some forms of swearing are
said to have been used in scripture, and not reproved, which
ihe

were of men's invention. And the thing principally to be
looked at in an oath, is, the solemn appeal made therein to
God. Therefore it is the frame of spirit with which this is
done, that is chiefly to be regarded.
And what we have promised to do, is religiously to be observed, that so our oaths

may

not be violated.

ObJ. The objections against the use of rc'igious oaths, arc
principally taken from two or three scriptures, not rightly un-

derstood, in which they seem to be forbidden ; as when our
Saviour says, I say unto you, Szoear not at all. Matt. v. 34.
and in James v. 12, the apostle speaks to the same purpose*;
and it is farther objected, that the prophet speaks of this as a
national sin; "when he says, Because of sxvearing' the land
rrtGurneth^ Jer. xxiii. 10.

.

•

Answ. In these scriptures profane swearing is forbidden
whereby persons make use of the name of God to confirm
what they say, in a ligot and trifling manner ; or swearing by
creatures, as the heaven, the earth, or any creature therein..

But they do not forbid swearing, as containing in it a religious
appeal unto God in a solemn manner, for the confirming of
what we assert. And when the prophet speaks of the land'*s
^nourmng because of swearing, it may be rendered, as in the
margin of our Bibles; because of cursing the land mourneth
intimating, that it was a custom among them, to imprecate the
wrath of God against one another; which was a "sin highly
provoked to the Majesty of heaven. And, besides, it appears
that the prophet is speaking of profane cursing or swearing, by
what is said in the words immediately following; for both
prophet and priest are profane. So that people of all ranks
and degrees, were profane ; the prophets and priests by abusing the sacred mysteries; and the people, in their common
discourse, using oaths and curses; for which things the land
mourned. This is tiie plain sense of that scripture ; and there*
fore no arguments can be drawn fronm thence to prove that
solemn and religious oaths are unlawful.
It is, indeed, unlawful to swear by creatures,

now

as

is

observed

m.entioned ; for they are not omniscient, and therefore not to be appealed to for the decided matters, which are known to none but ourselves, and the Searcher
of hearts ; neither are they to be reckoned avengers of the
cause of injured truth; for they have not a sovereignty over
man, or a right to judge and punish them in such a way afe
God has ; for that belongs oiUy to him, and thereibre to sW<?at
in the scriptures but
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name in vain.

to give

sequently to take his
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glory,

and con-

(2.) This Commandment is broken by violating religious
oaths, both those that are assertory or promissory.
Therefore, when men assert that, for truth, which is uncertain ; or,
especially if they know it to be false, and so design to deceive,
they break this Commandment. As for promissory oaths^they contain an appeal to God concerning what respects some
things to be done by us, conducive to the good of others. Nov'

we

are guilty of the breach of this

[l.]

When we

Commandment.

assert a thing, without implying this condi-

tion that ought to be contained in it, if God will, or he be
pleased to enable us to do it. This the apostle particularly;^
mentions, when he blamts those who say, To day or to morrozu zve xvUl go to such a city, and coJitinue there a year, end
buy, and sell, and get gain.
Whereas they know not -what shall
be on the morroiv. And therefore, they ought to say, Jf the
Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that, James iv. IS, 15.
[2.] When we promise a thing, that is out of our power to
perform; and, much more, when we do not design to per-

form

it.

When we promise a thing, v/hlch is in itself unlawful j
as the Jews did, who bound themselves wider a curse, that they
xuould not eat nor drink till they had killed Paul, Acts xxiii,
If we have obliged ourselves by an oath, to perform that
12.
[3.]

we sin in making, we should do so in
There are, however, some cases in which persons
may not perform what they have sworn to do, and yet not be
which

is

fulfilling

unlawful, as
it.

guilty of perjury, or violation of their oaths; as,
Ist, When they have used their utmost endeavours to fulfil
what they have promised to do, but yet cannot accomplish it.
Though here it must be observed, that if the thing promised

was absolutely out of their power when the promise was made,
the oath (as we but now observed) was unlawful.
But supposing the thing was in their power when they promised it|
but an unfoi'cseen providence has put it out of their power at
present, though they have used their utmost endeavours to
perform it, they are not chargeable with the guilt of perjury.
2dly, If we have promised to do a thing that is for the advantage oi another; but now see reason to alter our mind, apprehending some detriment will accrue thereby to ourselves;
we must, notwithstanding, fulfil our promise. Thus the
Psalmist says, he sxveareth to his own hurt, and changeth not^
Psal. XXV. 4.
However, if the person to whom we have made
the promise, wiio is to receive the advantage by our fulfilling
it, is willing to discharge us from our obligation, we may
omit to do it, and not b^ guilty of perjury.
Vol. III.
3

O
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might be enquired ; whether we are always obliged
a promise extorted from us by violence i
In answer
to which, it is generally supposed, by divines, that we are not.
JITevertheless, the person can hardly be excused from sin in
making such a proraiise, when he designs not to perform it,
though soine small degree of force or threatening were used;
especially since the will cannot be obliged to consent, or the
tongue to utter the promise. And to all this v/e may add,
that they are guilty of the breach of this Commandment (how
much soever they may think themselves guiltless) who use
equivocations, or mental reservations, in taking solemn and
yeligious oaths.
Thus the Papists make no scruple of swearing to support the government under which they live, and yet
take the first opportunity that offers to subvert it, pretending
they swore to support it as it stood before the reformation;
or when they swear allegiance to their sovereign, and yet do
•what they can to dethrone him ; and have this mental reservation, that they intended only to do it for the present, till they
liave a convenient opportunity to join in a successful rebellion.
By this means they break through the solemn tie of religious
oaths, elude the law, and impose upon the common sense of
niankind, in such a way, as even the Heathen themselves are
afraid and ashamed to do.
(3.) This farther leads us to consider this Commandment
as broken by sv/earing profanely; namely, when we make use
of the name of God, and pretend to confirm what we assert
by an appeal to him, and, at the same time, are far from doing
this in a religious manner.
This many do, who give vent to
their passions by profane swearing, by invoking the name of
God upon light and trifling occasions, without that due regard
that ought always to be paid to his divine Majesty.
Under this head we may observe, that cursing is a vile sin^
ivhether a man imprecates the wrath of God on himself or
others.
They who curse themselves, do, in effect, pray that
God would hasten their everlasting destruction; as though
their damnation slumbered, or as if it were a thing to be wished for. These do that which the devils therasejves would not
venture to Ho. And to curse others is to put up a profane
wicked prayer to God, to pour out his vengeance upon them^
which is the highest affront to him; as though the vials of4iis
wrath were to be emptied on men, when they pleased, to saThis also includes
tisfy their passionate revenge against them.
in it a vile instance of uncharitableness, towards those whom
we are commanded to love as ourselves. Matt. xxii. 39. And
Iiow contrary is il to that golden rule laid down by our Saviour,
All things xvhatsoever ye xvovld that vieJi should do to yoii^ do
jf even so to them? chap. xvii. 12, Thus we are said to
.

to

.

.

.

Here
fulfil

it
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Commandment by perjury or profane swearing.'
we may add, that it is notoriously broken by sinvows; either when we resolve, or determine, to do what

break this

And
ful
is

to this

unlawful, or bring ourselves under solemn engagements, to

that which is lawful, to our own strength, without dependance on the grace of God in Christ.
(4.) It is farther observed in this answer, that men take the
name of God in vain, by sinful lots ; but this is to be farther
explained.
Therefore let it be considered ; That when lota
were an ordinance by which God, in an extraordinary manner,,
determined things that were before unknown; they being ari
instituted means of appealing to him for that end; as in the
case of Achan and others. Josh. vii. 13, 14. Acts i. 26. then
lots were not to be used in a common way, for that would
have been a profaning a sacred institution. But since this extraordinary ordinance is now ceased, it does not seem unlav/ful, so as to be an instance of profaneness, to make use of lots
in civil matters; (a) provided ue do not consider them as an
ordinance which God has appointed, in v/hich we think Wf
have ground to expect his immediate interposure ; and to dspend upon it as though it were a divine oracle. In this- view
it would be un^iavvful at present, to use lots in any respect
whatsoever.
(5.) Persons are said to break this Commandment by mur
muring, quarrelling at, curiously prying into, and misapplying
God's decrees or providences, or perverting what he has revealed in his word, i, e. when we apply things sacred to profane uses, and have not a due regard to the glory of God,
which is contained therein; when we pervert scripture, by
making use of those sacred expressions that are contained

do

our common discourse, as some make the scripture
the subject of their profane wit and drollery. This is certainly
a taking God's name in vain. And, it is farther added, that
w^e do so, by maintaining false doctrines, i, e. when we pretend,
that such a doctrine is from God, when it is not, or that he
makes himself known hereby; when the doctrine is altogether
therein, in

disowmed by him.
(6.) This Commandment is farther broken, by making use
of God's name as a charm ; as when the writing, or pronouncing some name of God, is pretended to be an expedient to heal
diseases, or drive away evil spirits; which is a great instance
of profaneness, and that \yhich he abhors.
(7.) This Commandment is farther broken, by reviling or
•

God

in :in irreverent manner, they urc a violation of this
be not appeals to him, they are in fact, an application to
bitn without any knowledge of him, and thia is. Atitcisra,

(a) If they appeal to

commandment.

If tliey

;
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opposing God's truth, grace, and ways ; whereby we cast contempt on that which is most sacred, and lightly esteemed that
which he sets such a value on, and makes himself known by,
'to this we may add, that this is done by hypocrisy, and sinis•ter ends in religion, whereby we walk, so that we are an ofFence
This in an
to others, and backslide from the ways of God.
abuse of that which ought to be our glory, and a disregarding
that, whereby God manifests his uame and glory to the world.
III. We are now to consider the reasons annexed to the
third

Commandment,

And

these are taken,

what God is in Himself, as he
Jehovah; whereby he puts
us in mind of his sovereignty over us, and his undoubted right
to obedience from us; and hereby intimates that his excellency
should fill us with the greatest reverence and humility, when
we think or speak of any thing, by which he makes himself
known. Moreover, he reveals himself to his people as their
God, that so his greatness should not confound us, or his
dread, as an absolute God, whom we have offended, make us

From

the consideration of
is the Lord, whose name alone
1,

is

despair of being accepted in his sight. Therefore we are to
look upon him as our reconciled God and Father in Christ;
which is the highest motive to obedience.
2. The observation of this Commandment is farther enforced, by a threatening denounced against those that break it;
concerning whom it is said, That the Lord will not hold him
This implies that there
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
will be a judgment, a reckoning day, when all shall be called
to an account; and it shall be known whether they are guilty
or not guilty. It is farther observed, that the profaning of
God's name is a sin that carries in it a great weight of guilt,
and renders the sinner liable to punishment, in proportion
thereunto; and accordingly God is said not to hold them guiltless, or that they shall not escape the punishment from him
though they may, and often do, escape punishment from men.
There are many instances of the profanation of the name
of God, which no laws of man can reach. As when we
sittend on his ordinances without that inward purity of
heart, and those high and becoming thoughts of him, which
On the other hand, humari
%ye ought always to entertain.
laws against open profaning the name of God, are not severe
enough to deter men from it; and if they are, they are seldom
put in execution; v.'liich is one reason why we behold the
mame of God so openly blasphemed, and yet this iniquity go
impunished from men. Nevertheless, such are to expect that
God will follow them with the tokens of his displeasure, sometimes with temporal, at other times with spiritual judgments^
And this is assigned as a reason why ^ve ought to make men*
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Alt

name of God, or of every thing whereby he makes.
himself known, in such a way, as that we may glorify him,

tlon of the

thereby.

Q^Tj ESI,

CyLV. Which

is

the fourth

Commandment?

Answ. The

fourth Comtnandment is, Rcmembe?- the Sabbath
keep it holy. Six days- shalt thou labour^ and do ail
thy xvork; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God: in it thou shait riot do any xvorA^thou^ 7ior thy soUy
nor thy daughter^ thy man-servant^ nor thy jnaid-servant^
nor thy cattle^ nor thy stranger that is within thy gates.
For in six days the Lord tnade heaven and earth, the seCy
and ail that in them is^ and rated the seventh day; xvherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.

day

to

Quest. CXVI. IFhat

Answ. The

is

required in the fourth

Commandment

Commandment^

men, the
he
hath appointed in his word expressly, one whole day in
seven, which was the seventh from the beginning of the
world to the resurrection of Christ, and the first day of the
week ever since, and so to continue to the end of the world;
which is the Christian Sabbath, and in the New Testament,
fourth

sanctifying, or keeping holy to

requireth of

God, such

all

set time as

;

called the Lord's day.

Commandment
INreign Lord
of our time;
this

it is

supposed, that God is the soveis to be improved by us,

which

And, inasmuch as
to the best purposes, as he shall direct.
there are some special reasons which he has appointed for the
exercise of religious worship, these are called holy days, and
as we are to abstain from our secular employments therein,
while engaging in religious duties, they are called sabbaths; and
more especially, because they are sanctified, by God, for
his service.
These are considered more generally, as including in them all those set times which God has appointed in his
word, which is contained in the moral reason of this Commandment; and therefore, if he was pleased to institute, as he
did under the ceremonial law, various Sabbaths, or days appointed for rest, and the performance of religious worship, his
people arc obliged to observe them. And therefore, I take
the meaning of this commandment to be. Remember a sabbath
day, or every sabbath day, or every day which God hath
.-anctified for that end, to keep it holy; and then follows the
This, as is obparticular intimation of the weekly sabbath.
rhat
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served in the answer we are explaining, was the seventh day
of the week, from the beginning of the world, to the resurrection of Christ, and the first day of the week ever since ; which
3s the Christian Sabbath, and, in the New Testament, is called
the Lord*s day. In considering the subject-matter of this
Commandment, we must
I. Inquire, since it is contained in the decalogue, which is
an abstract of the moral law ; whether we are obliged to observe the Sabbath by the law of nature, or by some positive
law.
For the understanding of which, let it be premised, that
uome laws are moral by way of eminency, or, in the highest
sense, as distinguished from all positive law ; and others we

may

call moral-positive, that is, the laws are positiye ; but yet
there is some moral reason annexed to enforce our obedience
to them.
And this moral reason is either what is founded in
the sovereignty of God commanding, which takes place in all
positive laws, which, in this respect, are moral, though they
could not be known without a divine revelation; or else posi-

tive laws may have a moral circumstance annexed to them, to
engage us to obedience, taken from some glory that redounds
to God, or good to ourselves, by the observation thereof; or
from some other reason which God annexes to them. As for
instance, the reason annexed to the fourth Commandment, is
taken from God's resting from the work of creation on the
seventh day, and its being sanctified for our perfoi-ming religious duties therein. Here we shall consider,
1. In what respects the Sabbath is moral in the highest and
most proper sense of the word, as before mentioned. That
this

may

appear,

we

shall lay

which may be considered

down

the following propositions,

connexion.
branch of the moral law, that God should be
worshipped. This is founded in his divine perfections, in the
relation we stand in to him, and in the consideration of our
being intelligent creatures, capable of worship.
(2.) The moral law obliges us to perform social worship.
This appears from hence, that man, as a creature, is capable
of society, and naturally inclined and disposed to it which we
cannot but know, when v/e look into ourselves, and consider
the disposition of all intelligent creatures, leading them together with ourselves, to this end ; so that without any positive law to direct us, we should be naturally inclined to converse with one another.
(3.) As man is a creature designed to worship God, as the
law of nature suggests, so it appears, from the same law, that
he is obliged to perform social worship. For if we are obliged to converse with one another, and thereby to be helpful to
each other, in other respects ; certainly we are obliged, by the
in their respective

(1.) It is a

:

:
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to converse with one another therein, and to express
our united concurrence in those things that relate to the glory
of God.
(4.) The law of nature farther suggests, that as the whole
of our business, in this world, is not included in that of society,
which is rather to be occasional than stated ; and there are
other secular employments, which we are to be engaged in, in
which we do not converse with others; so we are not to spend
our whole time in public or social worship. Therefore,

same law

(5.) It follows from hence, that some stated times are to be
appointed for this end ; and it is agreeable to the law of nature,
that God, who is the sovereign Lord of our time, as well as
the object of social worship, should appoint these times j that
is, that he should ordain a Sabbath, or what proportion of
time he pleases, for us to perform those religious duties which
he enjoins, therein. These considerations, relating to our observation of the Sabbath, are purely moral, and not positive.
shall shew in what respects the Sabbath is positive,
2.
and not moral in the highest and most prepense sense of the
word. Here let it be considered, that it is the result of a positive law, that one proportion of time should be observed for
a Sabbath, rather than another; namely, that it should be a
seventh, rather than a third, fourth, fifth, or sixth part of our
time ; for this could not have been known by the light of nature, any more than the other branches of instituted worship
that are to be performed therein.
So that, whether it be the
seventh day in the week, or the first, which we are to observe,
this being founded in the divine will, we conclude it to be a
This we are obliged to assert, that we maypositive law.
fence against two extremes, namely, that of those who, on the
one hand, deny the Sabbath to have any thing of a moral circumstance contained in it; and that of others, who suppose
that there is no idea of a positive law in it. That, in some
respects, the fourth Commandment is a branch of the moral
law, may be proved from the following arguments

We

(1.) It is inserted,

among

other

commandments

that are

moral, which were proclaimed by the voice of God from
mount Sinai, v;hereas the ceremonial and judicial laws were
not; though they were given by divine inspiration.
These
words the Lord spake unto all ycur assembly in the mount^ out
of the midst of the jire of the cloudy and the thick darkness^
with a great voice; and he added no inore^ Deut. v. 22. viz. at
that time.

Moreover, they were written on two tables, with the finger
of God, which none of the other laws were; and were laid up
in the ark before the Lord, Exod. xxxi. 18. all which denotes
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the dignity and perpetuity of these laws, above all others that
tvere ceremonial, judicial, or merely positive.
(2.) The Sabbath was enjoined to be observed not only by
the Israelites, who were in covenant with God, together with
their servants, who were made proselytes to their i-eligion, and
V;'ere obliged to observe the ceremonial and other positive
lav/s; but it was also to be observed by the stranger within
their gates, namely, the Heathen, who dwelt among them, who
^vere not in covenant with God, and did not observe the cereihonial law ; these were obliged to obey the Sabbath, it being,
in many respects, a branch of the moral law.
(3.) If the observation of the Sabbath had been a duty of
the ceremonial, and, in no respects, of the moral law, it would
have been wholly abolished at the death of Christ; but, though
then the day was altered, yet there was still a Sabbath observed, after his resurrection, even v.'hen the ceremonial law was
no longer in force.
(4.) The weekly Sabbath is distinguished from all the ceremenial festivals; which are also called sabbatks^ in that God
lays a special claim to it, as his own day; and therefore it is
called, in this Commandment, The sabbath of the Lord thtf
God; and it is styled, his holy day ; Isa, Iviii. 13. by way of
eminence,. to distinguish it from other days, which he has appointed to be, in other respects, devoted to his service ; and
when changed, it is called The Lord''s day^ Rev. i. 10. which
is a peculiar honour put upon it.
For these reasons we conclude, that the Sabbath has in it something moral, and is not a
part of the ceremonial law.
Obj. 1. It is objected, that the Sabbath is included, by the
npostle, among the ceremonial laws, which were designed to
be abrogated, under the gospel-dispensation ; and therefore he
says, in Col. ii. 16, 17. Let no man therefore judge you in meat
or in drink^ or in respect of an holy day^ or of the netx) moony
or of the Sabbath days ; which are a shadoxo of things to come;
but the body is of Christ.
Anszv. To this it may be replied, that by the Sabbath daySy
which are a shadoxv of things to come, we are to understand
The Jewish festivals; such as the new moons, the passover,
pentecost, the feast of tabernables, £2?c. which are often called
aabbaths : wherein holy convocations were held. So that when
the apostle says. Let 7io man Judge you, in respect of this matter, he means, let none have occasion to reprove you for your
obsei'ving of those days, which were merely ceremonial, the
design whereof v/as to typify the gospel-rest. Now, that the
apostle does not mean the weekly Sabbath, is plain ; for hereby
he would contradict his own practice, and that of the churches
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In his day, who observed it; whereas, the other sabbaths were
abolished, together with the ceremonial law.
Moreover, it is evident, that he intends no more than the
ceremonial sabbaths, or Jewish festivals; because he adds.

Let no man therefore judge you in meat or in drink, as well as
in respect of an holy day, &c. by which he does not mean, let
no man have reason to judge or condemn you for gluttony or
drunkenness, but for your abstaining from several sorts of
meat, forbid by the ceremonial law by v/hich he means that
the distinction of meats is removed under the gospel-dispensation. And consequently the ceremonial sabbaths, or holy days,
are taken away ; which are intended by the sabbath day in that
place, and not the weekly Sabbath ; and therefore our translaTion rightly renders it, the sabbath days, not the Sabbath day.
Or if it ought to be rendered the sabbath day, or the weekly
Sabbath, because it is distinguished from the holy days before
mentioned; then it mav be farther replied to it, that he means
the seventh-day Sabbath, which was abolished, together with
the ceremonial law, in opposition to the Lord's day ; and how
far this was a sign or shadow of good things to come, will be
considered in what will be replied to the next objection.
ObJ. 2. It is farther objected, by those who pretend that the
Sabbath is a branch of the ceremonial law, that it is said, in
Exod. xxxi. 16, 17. The children of Israel shall keep the Sab^
bath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It
is a sign betzvee7i me and the children of Israel for ever, £if c.
Ansxu. To this it may be replied ; that whenever the weekl}^
Sabbath has an idea annexed to it, agreeably to that of the
ceremonial \^\\ ; as when it is said to be a sign between God
and Israel, as in this scripture, we are to understand nothing
hereby, but that there was a ceremonial accommodation annexed to it, as an ordinance for their faith, in particular, signifying
the gospel-rest; which signification was not annexed to it from
From the bethe beginning; but when it was given to Israel.
ginning, it was not a type; but when God gave the ceremonial
Even as the rainbow, which prolaw, it was made a type.
ceeds from natural causes, and was, doubtless, set in the heavens before Noah's time ; yet it was not ordained to be a sign
of the covenant between God and him, till God ordered it to
be so, in his time. Thus God ordained the Sabbath to be a
type or sign to Israel, when he gave them the ceremonial law,
though it was not so before. And at Christ's resurrection it
ceased to be an ordinance, for their faith in the gospel-rest, or
to be observed, when another day was substituted in the room
of it, to wit, the first day of the week.
Obj. 3. It is farther objected, that when the pbscivation ef
the Sabbath w:i5 enjoined, God bade the Israelites, in Deut. v.
:
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remember that they were servaiits in the land of Egypt
the Lord their God brought them out thence through a
mighty hand^ and by a stretched out arm; and therefore commanded them to keep the Sabbath-day,
15. to

and that

Answ. To this it may be replied,
1. That God's bringing his people out of Egypt, is no argument that this is a part of the ceremonial law, which was given
soon after that time. For we read in the preface to the ten
Commandments, of his bringing his people out of the land of
is assigned as a reason why they should obthe Commandments.
Therefore it might as well be
inferred, that they are all a part of the ceremonial law, as that
the fourth Commandment is so ; because enforced by the same

Egypt; which
serve

all

motive.

Though

given to induce the
it is in a more
especial manner, applied to that dispensation of providence
which they were lately under; yet this could not be said to
take place in the first institution of the Sabbath, if we suppose
that it was instituted before Moses's time, which Ave shall endeavour to prove under a following head.
3. This particular reason, taken from their having been
servants in Egypt^ is added to enforce the obligation laid on
masters, to let their servants rest on the Sabbath-day ; namely,
because they themselves were once servants in Egypt, without
any regard had herein to the matter of the CommandmentSj
or any intimation that it is a branch of the ceremonial law.
shall now consider when this law, relating to the
II.
observation of the Sabbath, was first given. There are various opinions about this matter.
1. Some think the Sabbath was first instituted when God
3pake to Israel from mount Sinai ; inasmuch as it is one of the
ten Commandments, which God gave them from thence (a).
2.

this

particular reason

Israelites to observe this

is

Commandment, and

We

m

a holy manner to the Lord, be(a) " The devoting of a seventh Part of Time
longs uncliangeably to the moral nature and obligation oixh^fourth Commandment,
which is transferred in the New Testament, from the seventh to the first day of
the week. (See John xx. 26. and Acts xx. 7.) To this it may not be amiss to add
ihe judicious note of Mr. Kcnnicott in his dissertation on the oblations of Cain
and Abel, p. 184, 185, where he says, "The sabbath, or weekly day of holiues.".
might well be called a sign to the Jews ;" for the Jeivish sabbatli was a sign, as
bein.q founded on a double reason, the second of which (the Egyptian deliverance) evidently distinguished that people from all others, and was therefore as
a sign constantly to remind them of the particular care of heaven, and what uncommon returns of goodness they were to make for so signal a deliverance.
But there is great reason to believe, that the sabbath of the Israelites was altered with their yeai-, at tlieir coming forth from Egypt ; and a short attention to
this point may not be here improper, the ca.se then seems to be this.
At the
finishing of the creation, God sanctified the seventh day this seventh day, being
the first day of Adam's life, was consecrated by way of first-fruits to God; and
therefore Adam may reasonably be supposed to have be^^^an his computation of
;

,
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But to this it may be replied, that the Sabbath was observed
bome clays before Israel came into the wilderness of Sinai,
viz. when they were in the wilderness of Sin.
Thus Moses,
when speaking concerning their gathering twice as much manna
as was usual, the day before the Sabbath, assigns this is as a
reason for it, To Jnort'oxv is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto
the Lord^ Exod. xvi. 13.
And that this was before they encamped at mount Sinai, appears from hence, namely, that it is
came into the wilderness of Sin on the fifteenth
day of the second 7nonth^ ver. 2. Whereas they did not come
said, that theij

into the wilderness of Sinai,

till

the third month^ chap. xix.

1-

Therefore,
2. Others

fix the Epocha of the giving this law, from their
coming into the wilderness of Sin; this being the first time, in
which the Sabbath is expressly said to be observed, in scrip-

ture.

But

to this

it

ferred from the

may be replied; that nothing can be justly inmode of expression, used by Moses in this

though it argued the giving a new law, that had
not been before observed; but only the putting them in mind
of the observation of that day, which had, for some time been
scripture, as

the days of the lueeh with t\K^rst luhole day of his own existence thus the sabbath became the first day of the week but when mankind fell from the worship
of the true God, they first substituted the worship of the sun, in his place, and
preserving the same weekly day of worship, but devoting it to the sun, the
sabbath was called Sunday; for that Sunday was the first day of the week, and
is so still in the east, is proved by Mr. Selden (Jus. Nat. and Gent. Lib. o. Cap.
'22.)
Thus the sabbath of the Patriarchs continued to be the Sunday of the idoand then, as God alterUitors, till the coming up of the Jsraelitss out of Egypt
ed the beginning of their year, so he also changed the day of their worship from
Sunday to Saturday the first reason of which might be, that as Sunday was the
day of worship among the Idolaters, the Israelites would be more likely to join
with them, if they rested on the same day, than if they were to work on that
day, and serve their God upon another. But a second reason certainly was, in
order to perpetuate the memory of their deliverauce on that day from Egyptian
slavery ; for Moses, when lie applies the fourth Commandment to the particular
oases of his own people, Deut. v. 15, does not enforce it, as in Ex. xx. 11. by
the consideration of God^s resting on that day which was the sabbath of the
Patriarchs; but binds it upon them by saying, Remember that thou wast a servant in Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty
hand, and by a stretched-out arm; therefore the Lord thy God hath camrnanded
TBKE to keep tliii sABUATH-nAT. Allowing then tl»c preceding observations, we
immediately see, liow the sabbath naturally reverted to Sunday, after the abolition of Judaism without any express command lor the alteration." To which
he adds a quotation from Bp. Cumberland, (Orig. Gent. Antiq. p. 400.) which
speaks of the Gentiles, as called, after CIn-ist's time into the same universal
church with the Patriarchs; and another from Justin Martyr, T»i St Ti.u>iKiiv
;

;

,•
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of wliich is, that all christians generally assembled for religious worship on the Sitiulay; because it is the first day in
which God finished the creation of the world; and on the same day of the week,
i^vtn.
Jesus Christ, our Saviour, rose from the dead."
nvtrh. Apol. c.

s.

89.
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disregarded; and accordingly it is assigned as a reason of their
gathering twice the quantity of manna on the sixth day, which
supposes that they knew before hand, that they were to rest
on the seventh ; though it is highly probable, that the observation of this Commandment had been neglected, for some years
past while they were in Egj-pt; and it may be, that they were
not suffered, by those v/ho held them there in bondage, to observe this, and many other of the divine laws.
Nevertheless,
the memory of the Sabbath was not wholly lost among them,

which Moses pats them now in mind of.
The most probable opinion therefore relating to the institution of the Sabbath, is, that it was given to man from the beginning; which may be argued,
(1.) From the reason annexed to the Commandment, to
wit, God's resting from his woik of creation; and it immediately follows, that when he rested from his work, he blessed
and sanctified the seventh day; that so man might celebrate
and commemorate his power and glory displayed therein, Gen.
ii.

1, 2, 3.

Obj. To this it is objected; that God's blessing and sanctifying the seventh day, may be understood proleptkally^ as denoting, that at first he sanctified, or ordained that it should be

a Sabbath, to his people in the following ages; and that this
did not take place till Moses's time; and accordingly they
suppose, that he having been speaking of the creation of the
world, and God's resting from his work, gives them to understand, that this was the reason of the law, which was now given
them, concerning the observation of the Sabbatli, which they
never heard of before.
Ansxv. But to this it may be replied, That this sense of the
text will appear very absurd to any unprejudiced person ; since
if God's resting from his work, which is mentioned immediately before, as the reason of his sanctifying the seventh day,
is to be taken literally, why must his sanctifying the Sabbath
be taken figuratively ? if the one be an account of what was
just done, why should the other be an account of what was not
to take place till two thousand and five hundred years after?
(2.) If God had a church in the world, and public worship
was performed by them from Adam to Moses's time, then,
there were set times, in Avhich they were to meet together for
that end, and consequently a Sabbath, which was equally necessary for the good of the church, in foregoing as well as following ages ; and therefore we cannot suppose that it should
be denied that privilege then, which had been granted it ever
since; or, that from Moses's time they should be obliged to
celebrate the glory of God, as their Creator, sovereign Ruler,

and bountiful Benefactor; and that a seventh part of time
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should be allotted them for this service, by his express command, and yet he should lose the glory, and his people the advantage arising from it, before that time.
Obj. It is objected to this, that the scripture is wholly silent
ns to this matter, and therefore nothing can be concluded in
favour of the argument we are maintaining.
Answ. Some think that the scripture is not wholly silent as
to this matter; but that it may be inferred from what we read
in Gen. w. 3, 4. in which it is said, that in process oftvne it
came to pass, that Cain brought an offering unto the Lord;
Vvhich was, doubdess, an instance ot public worship.
render the words in process of time; but tiiey may, with equal
justice, be rendered, as it is observed in the margin, at the end
of days ; that is, at the end of that cycle of days which we
generally call a xveek^ or on the seventh day; then the offering
was brought, and the solemn worship performed, and hereby
the Sabbath sanctified according to God's institution.
But if
this argument be not allowed of, it does not follov/ that the
scripture's not mentioning their observing a Sabbath, gives us
just ground to suppose that they did not observe any.
It
might as well be argued, that because the scripture speaks very
little of any public worship performed before the flood, that
therefore there was none in tlie world ; or, that because we do
not read of the church's observing a Sabbath, and many other
parts of instituted worship all the time of the judges, which is
said to be about the space offour himdred andfifty years^ Acts
xiii. 20. therefore it follows that a Sabbath, was not observed
by them, during the whole of that interval, and all instituted
worship was wholly neglected.
The next thing to be inquired into is, whether the Sabbath
was instituted before or after the fall of our first parents?
And it may be observed ; that it appears to have been instituted before their fall; because the reason of its institution was
God's resting from his work of creaticm, of which we read
before the account of their fall, as appears from the scripture
before mentioned.
Obj» It is objected that Adam in innocency had no manservant nor maid-servants, nor stanger within his gate; and
therefore was not in a capacity of observing this Commandmant.
Answ. To this it may be replied. That before the world
was increased, our first parents might observe the principal
thing contained in this Commandment, by setting apart a day
for religious worship and when the world increased, the other
part of the Commandment, which was only circumstantial,

We

:

might take place.

much

And, indeed, this objection might be as
Adam's being obliged to yield obedi-

alleged against

;
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ence to the fifth, seventh, and eighth Commandments, at;
against his obeying the fourth.
III. It is farther observed, in this answer, that the day

which we call a seventh part of time, was the seventh day of
the week, from the beginning of the world, till the resurrection of Christ; and the first day of the week, ever since, to
continue to the end of the world; which is the Christian Sabbath, or the Lord's day.
That the seventh day of iVie week
was observed as a Sabbath, at first, is taken for granted; and
we do not find that it was abolished by a positive law, so that
there should be no Sabbath; but the da)^ was changed, by substituting another in the

room of

Commandment,

is

according to the fourth
one Sabbath in the week,
and the other six days thereof are allowed for our own lawful
employments ; and if the first day of the v/eek can be proved,
as we shall attempt to do, to be the Christian Sabbath, then it
follows, that the seventh day ceases to be a Sabbath.
It may be, indeed, observed, from several ecclesiastical
v/riters, that some in the three first centuries, observed, both
the seventh and the first day of the week.
As for the apostles, they often assembled with the Jews, in their synagogues,
on the seventh day. Acts xiii. 14. and xvii. 2. but this was
done with a design to propagate the Christian religion among
them, which could not, with equal conveniency, be done on
other days. And the church afterwards met together on that
day, as well as the Lord's day, apprehending that though it
was not now to be reckoned God's holy day, or the Christian
Sabbath j yet it was expedient, that hereby they should keep
up the memory of his having, on that day, finished the work
of creation; and others kept it as a day of fasting, accompanied with other religious exercises, in memory of Christ's lying
that day in the grave.
But this can hardly be justified in
them. However, it is evident that they did not pay the sanve
regard to it as the Lord's day, nor style it God's holy day, nor
And some have
the Christian Sabbath, by way of eminency.
expressly intimated, that whatever regard they paid to the seventh day, or what assemblies soever they held for worship
therein, they did not observe it in the same way as the Jews
did *; neither were they obliged to hold meetings on that day,
as they were on the Lord's day, it being, in part, left to their
discretion ; and it was supposed, that they had sufficient leisure
from thei^ secular callings ; and therefore might attend to the
worship of God on that day, as an opportunity offered itself;
though they did not count it equally holy with the Lord's day
nor were they obliged, when the worshio was over, to abstain
there

*

it.

If,

to be but

Vid Athanas, Horn, de Semente.

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT.
£rom

their secular

employment*.

But

487

this I only

mention

occasionally, to obviate an objection taken from the practice of
some of the ancient church, in observing the seventh day of

the week, which does not much affect the cause we are maintaining, our design being to prove that the first day of the
•week is ordained to be the Christian Sabbath.
But before we enter on that subject, it may be necessar}', to
prepare our M'ay for it, to premise,
1. That it does not, in the least, derogate from the honour
and glory of God, to change the Sabbath from the seventh to
the first day of the week.
It would, indeed, derogate from
the glory of God, if he should take away one Sabbath, and not
institute another in the room of it ; for then he would lose the
honour of that public worship, which he has appointed to be
performed on that day.
Moreover, if there be a greater work than that of creation,
to be remembered and celebrated, it tends much more to the
advancing the glory of God, to appoint a day for the solemn
remembrance thereof, than if it should be wholly neglected.
And to this we may add, that if all men must honour the Son,
even as they honour the Father, then it is expedient, that a
day should be set apart for his honour, namely, the day on
which he rested from the work of redemption, or, as the apostle says, ceased from it^ as God did from his^ Heb. iv. 10.
2. It was expedient, that God should alter the Sabbath,
from the seventh to the first day of the week ; for,
(1.) Hereby Christ took occasion to give a display of his
glory, and in particular of his sovereign authority, to enjoin
what time he would have us set apart for his worship under
the gospel-dispensation, as well as what worship he Avill have
performed therein; and to discover himself to be, as he styles
himself; The Lord of the Sabbath day^ Matt. xii. 8.
(2.) We, in the observation thereof, signify our faith, in a
public manner, that Christ is come in the flesh, and that the
work of our redemption is brought to perfection and consequently, that there is a way prepared for our justification and
access to God, as our God, in hope of finding acceptance in
;

his sight.

All the ordinances of gospel-worship have a peculiar reit is expedient that the time in
Avhich they are to be performed, under this pi-esent gospeldispensation, should likewise have relation to him; therefore
that day must be set apart in commemoration of his work of
redemption, in which he finished it, and that was the first day
of the week.
3.

lation to Christ; therefore

• Vid. Jgnat. F.pisf.
ir.

ad Magri. Jind much more to the same purpose mav Ve
a learned book, intitled Biea Dominica, in cap. iii.
alibi parsim.

&
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This leads us to consider, what ground we have to concludethat the Sabbath was changed, from the seventh to the first
day of the week after the resurrection of Christ. And this
will appear,

From

the example of Christ and his apostles, who cele*
day of the week as a Sabbath, after his resurrection.
Thus we read in John xx. 19. that the same datj at
evenings being the Jirst daij of the xveek^ xvhen the doors -were
shiit^ xohere the disciples zvere assembled for Jear of the yewsy
came yesus and stood in the midst cf theyn, a7id said^ Peace be
unto you. And ver. 26. After eight days, or the eighth day
after, inclusive, again his disciples zvere within ; then came
yesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst and said.
Peace be unto you. Where we may observe,
[l.] That it was not merely an occasional nneeting, but a
fixed one, which returned weekly.
Therefore they met eight
days after, or the following first day of the week; which was
the second Christian Sabbath,
[2.] On both these days of their meeting together for public
worship, Christ appeared in the midst of them, and spake
peace unto them ; which includes his owning the day, and
confirming their faith in the observation of it as a Sabbath, for
the future.
Obj. It is objected, that the reasons of the apostles' meeting
together on the first day of the week, Vt^as for fear of the
Jews ; and not because it was substituted in the room of the
seventh day, as a Sabbath perpetually to be observed.
Ansxv. To this it may be replied, that they did not meet
together for fear of the Jews ; but when they vrere assembled,
Besides, it may be
the doors were shut for fear of them.
farther replied, that the fear of persecution would have been
no warrant for them, not to keep the seventh-day-Sabbath, or
To all which we
to substitute another day in the room of it.
might add, that they might more securely meet together on
the seventh day of the week, than on any other day, if they
were afraid of disturbance from the Jews; for then they were
engaged in worship themselves; and, it is probable, would be
I'ather inclined to let them alone, for want of leisure, to give
(1.)

brated the

first

them disturbance

in their worship.

(2.) It farther appears, that the Sabbath was changed from
the seventh to the first day of the week, in that this was a
day, in which the church met, together with the apostles, for

solemn public worship. Thus we read in Acts xx. 7> that
upon thefirst day of the week, when the disciples caine together
Where we may obto break bread, Paul preached unto them.
serve,
[1.]

That

it

was not a

private, but a pu.blic

meeting of the
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met

;

for

it is

said, that the disciples, that
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is,

the church,

together.

[2.] It was not a day occasionally appointed by the apostle,
but the stated usual time of their meeting; for it is not said
Paul designed to preach to them on that day, and therefore
they met together; but when they came together, on the first
day of the xveek^ that is, on the day of their usual meeting,
Paul preached unto them.
[3.] The apostle had been with them some days before ; for
it is said in the foregoing verse, that he abode their seven days.
Why did they not meet together, and he preach to them the
day before, to wit, the seventh day of the week, on which day
he was with them; but because that was no longer a Sabbath,
but changed to the first day ?
[•I-.] The end of their meeting was to break bread.
Now,
though the word is to be preached in season and out of season;
yet no day is so proper to break bread on, or celebrate the
Lord's supper, as that on which he rose from the dead. Besides, when a day is particularly described as that which is set
apart for solemn worship, such as preaching and breaking of
bread is suppo^jed to be, that must be understood to be the
Sabbath.
5. They could not be said now to meet together for fear of
the Jews, as was before objected to their observing the first
Sabbath; for it was at Troas, where the Jews had nothing to
do, nor could they persecute them ; for it was a church of converted Gentiles.
Obj. 1. It is objected, that the word which we render the
first day of the rveek *, might be rendered one day of the week,
or on a certain day.
Answ. Our translation of the Greek word, is by far the most
proper, as all know, who understand that language.
Besides,
the same woi'ds are used in John xx. 1. and Luke xxiv. 1. in
both which scriptures Christ's resurrection is said to be on the
first day of the week; how preposterous would it be, to render
them, on a certain day of the week? and if they are, in those
scriptures, and others that might be referred to, to be rendered, the first day of the week, as all allow they must, why
should they be rendered otherwise in the text under our pre-

sent ro'isideration

?

farther objected, that their meeting together, on
the first day of the week, to break bread, does not argue it to
be ? Sabbath ; because formerly the Lord's supper used to be
Obj, 2. It

is

administered whenever the word was preached, and that was
' 'Ev TH fxil

the
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ajs of the week.
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on Other days, besides the first day of the week; yea, we read,
some ages of the church, the word was preached, and

that in

the Lord's supper administered, every day.
Answ. To this it may be replied, That though the Lord's
supper may be administered on another day, yet this is said
to be the day more especially appointed for this solemn ordinance, or for public worship, as has been already observed.
Besides, though the Lord's supper was administered on other
days after this yet it will be hard to prove that it was administered on any other day but the Lord's day, in the apostles
:

time.
(3.) The change of the Sabbath, from the seventh to the first
dav of the week, may be farther argued from 1 Cor. vi. 1, 2.
in which the apostle says, As I have given order to the churches
of GalatiOy even so do ye. Upon the Jirst day of the xveek^ let
every one of you lay by him in store as God hath prospered
him; th:.f' there be no gatherings when I come. In which
words we may observe,
[l,] That there is a work of charity recommended; a duty
most proper for the Sabbath, as a testimony of our thankfulness to God for spiritual blessings, held forth to, or received by
us, on that day and it is a day in which our hearts are most
like to be enlarged to others, when most affected with the love
of God to us. Those duties which the pi-ophet recommends
as suitable to a fast, which God had chosen, are very suitable
to all public ordinances, and in particular to Sabbaths, namely,
to loose the bands of wickedness, and to undo the heavy burdens,
and to deal forth bread to the hungry, Isa. Iviii. 6, 7. If the
poor of the church were to be provided for, this was to be
done, not by a private, but a public collection, whereby
more might be raised, and no burden laid on particular perIt is moreover said, that they were to lay by as God
sons.
had prospered them; that is, not only in proportion to the in^

;

crease of their worldly substance, or the success that attended
employments on other days ; but their compassion
to the poor ought to be enlarged, in proportion to the spiritual
advantage they received from Christ, under his ordinances.
[2.] This was not to be done on one single first day of the
week, but on the return of every first day ; as all who read

their secular

must understand it*. Therefore it
day of the week was a day in which the
church met together for solemn, public, and stated worship.
[3.] It was not commanded only to this church at Corinth,
but is agreeable to what had been commanded to all the
this scripture impartially

follows, that the first

churches of Galatia ; therefore it follows, that the churches of
Galatia were obliged to observe the first day of the week, as
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And Inasmuch as this epistle is ditseil as that at Corinth.
rected to all that in every place call iipon the name of Jesus
Christy 1 Cor. i. 2. it may by a parity of reason, be applied to
them ; and accordingly it may be argued, that it was a universal practice of the church, at that time, to meet together for
religious worship, on the first day of the week, which argument cannot but have some weight in it, to prove the doctrine
that we are maintaining, relating to the change of the Sabbath,
from the seventh to the first day of the week.
(-1-.) The change of the Sabbath, from the seventh to the
first day of the week, farther appears, in that there is a day,
mentioned in the New Testament, which is styled the Lord^s
day. Thus it is said, I was in the Spirit on tjhe Lord^s day^
Rev. i. 10. Where it may be observed,
[1.] That there is a peculiar claim that Christ lays to this
day as his own, distinct from all other days. As the seventh
day of the week was, before this, called, as it is in this Commandment, The Sabbath of the Lord thy God^ and elsewhere,
his holy day^ Isa. Iviii. 13. so there is a peculiar day which
our Saviour, who is the Lord here spoken of, claims as his
holy day. And what can this be, but that day which he has
instituted in commemoration of his having finished the work
of our redemption ?
[2.] It may be farther observed, that when

God is said to
lay claim to things in scripture, it denotes, that they are of his
appointment, and for his glory. Thus the bread and the wine
in that ordinance, which Christ has appointed in remembrance
of his death, is called the Lord''s supper^ or the Lord^s tahlcy
an ordinance of his own appointment ; in
day may be fitly so called for this reason, as instituted by him.
The arguments that have hitherto been brought to prove
that the Sabbath was changed from the seventh to the first day
of the week, are principally such as are founded on a scripshall now proceed to prove that this
ture-consequence.
consequence is just, viz. that because the first day of the week
was observed by our Saviour, his apostles, and the church in
general, as the Lord's day, that is, a day instituted by him, in
commemoration of his having finished the work of our redempHere it
tion; therefore we ought to observe it for that end.
may be considered,
Ist^ That it is not to be supposed, that it was universally
observed by the church at random, or by accident, without
some direction given them herein. For since the apostles
were appointed to erect the gospel-church, and, as God*s ministers, to give laws to it, relating to the instituted worship
i? a*^ reasonable to sup
that was to be performed therein,
denoting that
like

manner

it

is

the Lord''s

We

i*^
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pose, that they gave direction concerning the time, in which
public solemn worship should be performed.
'Hdlij^ Whatever the apostles ordered the church to observe,
in matters belonging to religious worship, they did it by divine
direction; otherwise the rules they laid down for instituted

worship, could not be much depended on ; and they, would
doubtless, have been blamed, as not having fvdfilled the commission, which they received from Christ, to teach the church
to observe all things whatever he had commanded them.
Nor
could the apostle have made this appeal to the church as he

does; I have 7iot shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God, Acts XX. 27. and elsewhere, / have received of the Lord
that 7uhich also I delivered unto you, 1 Cor. xi. 23. and I delivered unto you jirst of all that which I also received, chap. xv.
3.
Nor would he have acted agreeably to the character he
gave of himself and the rest of the apostles; concerning whom
he says. Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christy
and stexvards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required
And
in stewards, that a mail b^ found faithful, chap. iv. 1.
he says concerning himself, I have obtained mercy of the Lord

•

And elsev/here, If any man think
to be fait hfid, chap. vii. 25.
himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknoxvledge that the
tilings that Ixvrite unto you, are the commandme?its of the Lordy
chap. xiv. 37. and consequentl)', that whatever directions he
gave about the time, as well as mode of worship, were instamped with his authority; therefore, an apostolic intimation
contained a divine command relating hereunto.
Those things that were delivered to the church, by persons
under divine inspii-ation, are not to be reckoned among the
traditions which the Papists plead for, which took their rise in
those ages when inspiration was ceased. The apostle uses
word tradition in the same sense in which we are to un-p
derstand a divine oracle, or a command given by those who
were divinely inspired ; and accordingly he says, I praise you^
brethren, that you remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, or, as it is in the margin, traditions, as I have delivered them to you, chap. xi. 2. and elsewhere, he exhorts them,
to hold the traditions which they had been taught, xvhether by
"word, or his epistle, 2 Thess. ii. 15. that is, all those things
which had been communicated to them by divine inspiration,
in whatever form they were transmitted to them, whether by
word or writing; which different circumstances of imparting
them, do not in the least detract from their divine authority.
The laws which God gave to his church, were either immediately from himself, as the ten Commandments, or else they
were given by those who were inspired for that purpose; and,
indeed, the greatest part of gospel-worship was of this latter
the
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and what was transmitted by the apostles relating herewas either verbal or real ; the former containing an intimation of what they had received of the Lord, the latter was
enforced by their example and practice; which, supposing them
to be under divine inspiration, was a sufficient warrant for the
faith and practice of the church, whether relating to the rrjode
or time of worship; and consequently the practice and example of the apostles and church, in their clay, in observing the
first day of the week, is a sufficient argument to convince us
concerning the change of the Sabbath, from the seventh to the
L^rd's day, which v/as to be observed, by the church, in all
sort

;

unto,

succeeding ages.

As
when

to that question

which

is

proposed by some, namely,

was

that Christ gave instructions to the apostles, concerning the change of the Sabbath ?
It is an over-curious enit

quiry, since

it is

enough

for us to conclude, that this, together

with ether laws given by them, relating to the gospel-dispensation, were given by him, during that interval of time, in
which he shewed himself alive after his passion^ by many infallible proofs^ being^ seen of them forty days^ speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God^ Acts i. 3. of which,
we may reasonably suppose this to have been one. But if
this be not reckoned sufficient for the confirming our faith
therein, we have the highest reason to conclude, that it was
given by the inspiration of the Spirit, whom Christ had before
promised unto the apostles to guide them into all truth; and
that he should sherv them things to come^ John xvi. 13. by
which we are to understand, that he was to lead them, not only
into those truths, which were necessary for them to know as
Christians, but to impart to the churches as ministers, as a
rule of faith and practice.
This is what, I think, may give us
sufficient satisfaction, as to the divine original of the Lord's
day, without our being obliged to have recourse to an ecclesiastical establishment, without a divine Institution ; v/hich would
very much detract froin the dignity and glory of it, and the
regard that we ought to pay to it, as the Lord's holy day.
have considered it as instituted by the apostles ; and that
they had instructions in all things relating to the edification of
the church; and that they were so faithful in what they imparted, that they cannot be, in the least, suspected of intruding
any invention of their own into the worship of God, in this,
any more than any other branch thereof, to suppose which,
would leave us in the greatest uncertainty, as to what concerns
matters of the highest importance.
Thus concerning the observation of the Lord's day, as
founded on a divine warrant, given to the church by the min^
istry of the apostles, who were appointed, by God, to make

We

.
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known
in

those laws to them, which respect the manner and time
will be worshipped, under the goapel-dispensa-

which he

tion.

The next

thing to be considered, is, that the church in, and
the apostles time, universally^ attended to the religious
observation of the Lord's day; which was celebrated as a
af^ter

Sabbath in all succeeding ages. This is so evident, from the
history of what relates thereunto, that it needs no proof. That
the apostles and the church, in their day, observed it, has been
already considered ; and that the observation thereof was continued in the church, after their death, appears from the writings of most of the Fathers, who speak of it as a day in which
the church met together for public worship, and paid a much
greater deference to it than any of the other days of the week,
wherein they occasionally attended on the exercise of religious
duties.
Thus Ignatius, v/ho lived in the beginning of the second Century, advises every one who loved- Christ, to celebrate
the Lord's day, which was consecrated to his resurrection;
and he calls ;t the queen, and chief of all days *. Also Justin
Martyr, who lived about the middle of the same Century, in
one of his apologies for the Christians, says. That on that day,
which they, viz. the Heathen, call Sunday, all who live in
cities or villages, meet together in the same place, where th«r
writings of the spostles and prophets are read, and we all assemble; it being the day in which God finished the creation,
and Jesus Christ, our Saviour, rose from the dead. For the
day before Saturday he was crucified, and the day after it, that
is, Sunday, he appeared to his apostles and disciples, and instructed them in those things which we propose to your consideration f
In the third Century, when persecution so much raged against
the church, it is well known, that Christians distinguished them* Vid. Ignat. Epist.

ad Magnes.

&

89. It may be observed, that
\ Vid. Just. Mart. edit, a Grab. Apol 1. ^ 87,
that Father is not alone in his calling it Swiday for TertuUian [.Uv. Gent. Cap.
xvi.] calls it so. And Jerom says it may be so called, because the Sim of Righteousness arose ivith healing in his luings; but it is generally called the Lord's day; and
that not only by others, but by the same Fathers; except in their apologies for the
Christian religion against the Heathen, they used the ivord in compliance with their
mode of speaking. Hut that which is more strange, and savonrs a tittle of ajfectation, is, that Justin, and some otfier of the Fathers, should chuse to use a cii'cvmlocution, instead cf Friday, as he calls it, the day before Saturday. And Ignatius, [in
JEpist. ad Trail] calls it parasceva, or, the preparation for the Sabbath, as the
Jews did; and Irenceus calls it the day before the Sabbath, [/w Lib. v. adv. Her. Cap.
xxiii.] which the learned Grabe supposes to be for this reason; that they might shew
how much they detested the name of Venus, to whom Friday was dedicated by the
Heathen. And they ought to have been as cautiozis of using the ward Sunday,
Hut some took occasion from thence,
irmce tliat was not only dedicated to the Sun.
to asperse the Christians, as though they had worshipped the Sun; lohich TertuUian,
in [Apal. adv. Gen. Cap. xvi.] is abliged to excidpate them from.
,•
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by the character of observers of the Lord's day, which
they reckoned a badge of Christianity *.
I need not descend any lowtr, to prove that the Lord's day
was universally observed by the church, in coniimcinoration ot
Christ's resurrection, in all succeeding ages ; for that is generally allowed.
Therefore, all that I shall add to illustrate
this argument, taken from the practice of the Christian church,
irom our Saviour's resurrection, to this day, is,
Isty That it cannot reasonably be supposed, that God would
suffer his church universally to run into so great a mistake, ar,
to keep a wrong day as a weekly Sabbath ; and that not only
in one or two, but in all ages, since our Saviour's time. Now,
whatever error particular churches have been suffered to imbibe, God has not left them all in general ; and that before the
corruption and apostasy of the church of Rome, as well as
since the Reformation, to be deceived, which they must be
said to have been, had they esteemed that God's holy da)",
which he has neither instituted, nor owned as such.
2dy God has not only suffered all his churches to go on in
this error, if it be an error, and not undeceived them, but he
has, at the same time, granted them many signal marks of his
favour ; and has, to this day, in many instances, owned the.
strict and religious observation thereof; which we can hardly
suppose he would have done, if it were not of his own institution ; nor that he would have given a sanction to it, by being
present with his people, when attending on him therein, in the
ordinances of his own appointment. This leads us to consiselves,

der,

IV. The proportion of time that

observed as a weekwe are to keep
holy to God, one whole day in seven.
day is either artificial or natural. The former is the space of time from the sun'$
rising, to its setting; the latter contains in it the space of twenty four hours. Now the Lord's day must be supposed to continue longer than the measure of an artificial day ; otherwise
it would fall short of a seventh part of time.
But this has not
so many difficulties attending it, as that has which relates to
the time of the day when it begins.
Nevertheless, we have
some direction, as to this matter, from the intimation given us,
that Christ rose from the dead on the Jirst day of the xveek^
very early
the mornings while it was yet dark^ John xx. 1.
Luke xxiv. 1. Therefore the Lord's day begins in the morning, before sun rising ; or, according to our usual way of reck-

Thus

ly Sabbath.

it

is

is

to be

said in this answer,

A

m

• Dominicum
many Christians

agere, or cclebrare, wrt« a phrase -oeV knorjn in that age, in lultick
death, upon their being examined, and bn/d/i,' prof sxin^
that they observed the JLord's day ; and the assemb/ies, in which all the parts ofpub~ivere piit to

he worship were performed on that day, were generally called Synaxes.
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we may conclude, that it begins immediately after midand continues till mid-night following ; which is our
common method of computing time, beginning the day with
the morning, and ending it with the evening; and it is agreeoning,

night,

able to the Psalmist's observation ; Man go ethforth to his work,
to his labour in the morning, witil the evenings Psal. civ.
23.
Rest, in order of nature, follows after labour ; therefore
the night follows the day ; and consequently the Lord's day

and

evening follows the day, on which account it must be supposed to begin in the morning.
Again, if the Sabbath begins in the evening, religious worship ought to be performed sometime, at least, in the evening;
and then, soon after it is begun, it will be interrupted by the
succeeding night, and then it must be revived again the following day.
And, as to the end of the Sabbath, it seems not so
agreeable, that, when we have been engaged in the worship of
God in the day, we should spend the evening in secular employments ; which caimot be judged unlawful, if the Sabbath
be then at an end. Therefore, it is much more expedient, that
the whole work of the day should be continued as long as our
worldly employments are on other days ; and our beginning
and ending the performance of religious duties, should in some
measure, be agreeable thereunto. Again, this may be proved
from what is said in Exod. xvi. 23. To-morroxv is the rest of
the holy Sabbath unto the Lord.
Whereas, if the Sabbath had
begun in the evening, it would rather have been said, this evening begins the rest of the holy Sabbath.
Another scripture generally brought to prove this argument,
is in John xx. 19. The same day at evenings being thefrst day
of the iveek^ -when the doors were shut^ where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews^ came Jesus, and stood in the
midst, and said unto them. Peace be unto you ; it is called the
evening of the same day ; so that the worship which was performed that day, was continued in the evening thereof. This
is not called the evening of the next day, but of the same day
in which Christ rose from the dead ; which was the first Christian Sabbath.
Object. To this it is objected, that the ceremonial Sabbaths
under the law, began at evening. Thus it is said, in Lev.
xxiii. 5. In the fourteenth day of thefirst month, at eoen, is the
Lord''s passover ; and ver. 32. speaking concerning the feast of
expiation, which was on the tenth day of the seventh month,
it is said, It shall be unto you a Sabbath of rest ; and ye shall
afflict your souls in the ninth day of the month, at even : I'rofn
even unto evc?i shall ye celebrate your Sabbath.
Answ. To this it may be answered ; that the beginning of
sacred days i? to be at the samf^ time with that of civil ; and
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was governed by the custom of nations. The Jews' civil
day began at evening; and therefore it was ordained that Irom
evening to evening, should be the measure of their sacred days.
Our days have another beginning and ending ; which diiference is only circumstantial. Whereas, the principal thing enjoined, is, that one whole day in seven, be observed as u Sa,bbath to the Lord.
this

Quest. CXVII. Hoxv

is

the Sabbath^ or LorcTs

day

to

be sane-

tifed?

Answ. The

Sabbath, or Lord's day, is to be sanctified, by an
holy resting all the day, not only from such works as are, at
;ill times, sinful, but even from such worldly employments
and recreations as are on other days lawful, and making it
our delight to spend the whole time (except so much of it
as is to be taken up in works of necessity and mercy) in the
public and private exercises of God's worship j and to that
end we are to prepare our hearts, and with such fore-sight,
diligence and moderation to dispose, and seasonably to dispatch our worldly business, that we may be the more free
and fit for the duties of that day.

CXVIIL Why

Quest.
more

is

specially directed to

the charge of keeping- the Sabbath,
governors offamilies^ and other su-

periors f

charge of keeping the Sabbath is more especially
directed to govi.rnors of families and other superiors, because they are bound not only to keep it themselves, bat to
see that it be observed by all those that are under their
charge ; and because they are prone oft-times to hinder them
by employments of their own.

Answ. The

explaining the former of these answers, which more esmanner hovr the Sabbath is to be sanctified, let it be considered,
I. Tiiat we are to prepare our hearts, and with such foresight, diligence, and moderation, to dispose, and seasonably to
dispatch, our worldly business, that we may be more free and
do not read, indeed, that
fit for the business of that day.
there is any time sanctified, or set apart by God, in order to
our preparing for the Sabbath j but this matter is left to our
Christian prudence. Yet we rtad in the New Testament, of
the day of preparation for die Sabbath ; that is, the day before
the Jewish Sabbath ; which persons who had any sense of the

IN

pecially respects the

We

Vol.

III.

3

R

;

^8
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importance of the work to be performed on the following day,
thought it their duty to prepare for before-hand, at least, to
give dispatch to their worldly business ; that their thoughts
might be fixed on the work on which they were to engage on
the day ensuing.
Thus we read, that that day was the preparation, and the Sobbath drexv on: And they returned and prepared spices and ointments, and rested the Sabbath day, according
to the commandment, Luke xxiii. 54, 56. The mixing of ointments and spices, which were compounded according to the
custom oi those times, for the embalming of the dead, was a
work of labour, and not fit to be done on the Sabbath. Therefore they did this the day before, that they might not be brought
under any necessity of performing that servile work therein,
which might be done on another day. And this practice of

dispatching worldly business, in order to their being prepared
for the sacred empio) ment of the Sabbath, seems to have been
inculcated, when the observation of that day v/as revived by

Moses in the
To-morrow is

of Sin ; on which occasion he says.
the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord. Bake
that which ye will bake, arid seethe that ye will seethe: and that
which remaifieth over, lay it up for you to be kept until the
v.'ilderness

morning, Lxod. xvi. 23. The meaning of which is, they were
to gather the manna, which would take up a considerable time,
and grind or prepare it for baking or seething ; which was a
servile, or laborious work, that might as well be done the day
before.
Accordingly they were commanded then to dispatch
or hnish it, that they might rest in, and sanctify the Sabbath
immediately foUov/ing.

As

tor the

ti

;

e

which the more religious Jews took,

in pre-

paring for the Sabbath before it came, something of this may
be learned from the practice of hoh Nehemiah ; whereby it
apj/cars, that they laid aside their worldly business, in order to
their preparing for the Sabbath the day before, at sun-set, or
when it begun to be dark. Thus it. is said, That zvheti the
gates of jferusalem began to be dark before the Sabbath, he commandtd that the gates should be shut, and charged that they
should not be opened till after the Sabbath, Neh. xiii. 19. However, this is discretionary, and therefore some Jewish writers
observe, that many of them began to prepare for the Sabbath
the evening before, at six o'clock, and some of them at three
and others spent the whole day before in the dispatch of their
secular business, that they might be better prepared for the
§abbatii j and this, as to what is equitable or moral therein, is,
4oubtless, an example to us
so that we may say as Hezekiah
did in his prayer ; The good Lord pardon every one thai prepareth his heart to seek God ; the Lord God of his fathers,
though he be not cleansed according to the purification of the
sanctuary y 2 Chron. xsx. 18, i9.
:
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This leads us to consider the duties to be performed preparatory to the right observing the Lord's day ; and, in order
hereunto, we ought, the evening before, to hiy aside our care
and worldly business, that our thoughts may not be incumbred, diverted, or taken up with unseasonable or unlawful concerns about it. This is a duty very much neglected ; and the
omission thereof is one reason of our unprofitable attendance
on the ordinances of God on the Lord's day. Thus many
keep their shops open till midnight ; and by this means make
encroachments on part of the mornidg of the Lord's day, by
indulging too much sleep ; which occasions drowsiness under
the ordinances, as well as their thoughts being filled with
worldly concerns and business therein. And to this we may
add, that all envyings, contentions, evil surmising against our
neighbour, are to be laid aside, since these will tend to defile
our souls and to deprave our minds, when they ought wholly
to be taken up about divine things.
Thus the apostle advises
those to whom he writes, to laif aside all malice^ and all guile,,
and hypocrisies^ and envies^ and all evil speakings and an nexv
born babes to desire the sincere

?nilk

of the ivordy that they

might ^rory thereby^ 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2.
Moreover, we are to endeavour

to bring our souls into a
prepared frame for the duties of the Lord's day, the evening"
before,' by having our thoughts engaged in those meditations

we are to consider the
Sabbaths we have to account for, or repent of, as
also the wonderful patience of God, who has, notwithstanding
spared us to the approach of another Sabbath ; and what precautions are necessary to be used, that we may not profane or
trifle it away.
It would also be expedient for us to meditate
on the vanity of worldly things, which we have laid aside all
our care about, and think how contemptible the gain thereof
is, if compared with communion with God, which is our great
concern and therefore we are to consider ourselves as having
a greater Avork to transact with God on his own day, and deAnd to
sire to have no disturbance from the world therein.
these meditations we ought to join our fervent prayers to God ;
that the sins committed b}- us in former Sabbaths may be forgiven, that he may not be provoked to withdraw the influences
of his Spirit on the approaching day; and that the world with
the cares thereof, may not then be a snare to us, through the
temptations of Satan, together with the corruption of our own
hearts, whereby our converse with God would be interrupted,
that by this means we may wait on the Lord without distraction.
We ought tilso to pray, that he would also assist his
ministers in preparing a seasonable word, that may be blest to
ourselves and others. Thus the apostle exhorts the church.
that are suitable thereunto; particularly,

many

lost

;.

;

;
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to pray ahvays xiith all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
and to Tcaich thertunto with all perseverance^ and siipplicai'ion
ffor all saints ; and for him, that utterance inight he given unto

him, that he might open his month boldly

to

jnake knozvn the

of the gospel, Eph. vi. 18, 19. We ought to be very
impo ruinate with God, that he would sanctify, and fill oar
thoughts from the beguining to the end of the Lord's day,
which he has consecraied for his immediate service ».nd glory.
II.
are now to consider what we are to rest and abstain
£rom, on the Lord's day ; and this is included in two general
heads, namely, not only from things sinful, but what is in itself lawful, on other days.
1. As for those things which are sinful on other days, they
are much more so on the Sabbath; for hereby we contract
double guilt, not only in committing the sin, but in breaking
the Sabbath ; and such sins are, for the most part, presump'
tuousiy committed, and greatly tend to harden the heart and
not only hinder the efficacy of the ordinances, but if allowed
of, and persisted in, are a sad step to apostacy.
2. We break the Sabbath by engaging in things that would
be lawful on other days ; and that in two particular instances
here mentioned
(1.) When we engage in worldly employjnents. These, we
are wholly to lay aside, or abstain from ; particularly buying
or selling, or encouraging those who do so. We have a jio7nystti-y

We

;

ble instance of zeal in Nehemiah, relating to this matter
wherein he sajs, In those days saw I i7i jfudah, some treading
xvine-presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and leading asses ; as also xvinc, grapes and pgs, a?id all 7nanner of

burdens, zvhich they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath
day. And I testified against them in the day wherein they sold
victuals.

There

dtveit

men of

Tijre also therein, xvhich brought

fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on the Sabbath unto the
children of fudahy and in ferusalefn.
Then I contended with

fuduh, and said unto them, what evil thing is this
and profane the Sabbath day '^ Neh. xiii. 15, 16, 17.
the prophet Jeremiah speaks to the same purpose, when

the nobles oj
thai ye do,

And

•he prohibits their

carrying burdens on the Sabbath day, or do-

work therein and exhorts them to hollow the Sabbath
day, as God commanded their fathers, Jer. xvii. 21, 22. This

ing

ajiy

may

;

tend to reprove those tradesmen

who

post their books,
which are to be
exposed to sale on the following day. And if we do not run
these lengths, in profaning the Sabbath ; yet we are highly
guilty when our thoughts and discourse run after our covetousr ;.ss, which is, in effect, a saying as they did who cotnplainedyJVhen will the new moon begone^ that we may uUcorn^ and

state their accounts, or prepare their goods,

or SANCTIFYING THfi SABBATS,

.

5.01

the Sabbath^ that we may set forth wheat, Amos \'uu 5. This
the prophet reproves, when he says, Thetj come unto thee as
the people cometh, and they sit before thee as tny people, and
they hear thy words, but they xvUl not do them : for with theiv
mouth they shoxu much love, but their heart ^oeth after theig
covetousness, Ezek. xxxiii. 31.
(2.) The Sabbath is viohited by recreations; which we are
therefore to abstain from: otherwise we spurn at the Sabbath;
accordingly the prophet Isaiah speaks of those who sanctify
the Sabbath, as turning away t\\^:\r foot from doing- their plea-^
sure on God^s holy day, and calling the Sabbath a delight, the
holy of the Lord, honourable, honouring him, not doing theit
own ways, ?ior finding their oxun pleasure, nor .'peaking their

own words, Isa. Iviii. 13.
[l.] The recreations we
day, are unnecessary

are to abstain from, on the Lord's
by which the worship of God ia

visits,

families, is interrupted, the minds of men perverted, and filled
with vanity, the motions of the Spirit quenched, and the ad»
vantage of public worship greatly hindered, if not v/holly lost.
[2.] Walking in the fields ; whereby instead of meditating on
the word, the mind* is diverted from it.
To which we may
add,
[3.] The taking unnecessary journeys ; which, according as
they are circumstanced, will appear to be no other than find*
ing our own pleasure, and doing our own works on God's
holy da}-.
read, indeed, in Acts i. 12. of a Sabbath-day^ s journey ;
which seems to argue, that it was not unlawful to travel on
But, that we may not mistake this matter,
the Lord's day.
let it be considered, that a Sabbath-day^ s journey, according to
Jewish writers, contained the length of two thousand cubits,
or, about a mile ; which was, ordinarily speaking, the length
of their cities, together with their respective suburbs. Therefore, since this is the measure of a Sabbath-day's journey, it
implies, that they were not to go out of their cities to divert
themselves, or to undertake journeys, under a pretence of busiThus they were commanded to abide every man in his
ness.
place on the seventh day, Exod. xvi. 29. that is, not to wander
out of their tents, to take the air, though they were obliged to
go out of their tents to the tiibernacle, the place of public
worship, which was pitched in the midst thereof, for the conveniency of coming to it. Hither, indeed, they went, from
their respective tents; which was the only journey they took,
unless in case of necessity, on the Sabbath-day.
To this we may add, that it is not lawful, on the Sabbathday, for persons to divert themselves by talking of news, or
v-oramon affairs ; which unseasonable discourse oftentimes give*
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a check to those lively frames of

spirit

word preached and by indulging such
;

we have had under the
discourse, we not only

break the Sabbath ourselves, but by our example, induce
others to do the same.
I do not say but that it may be seasonable to meditate on the providence of God towards the
church and the world, on the Lord's day, as well as at other
times; but then we must take heed that his glory, and not
barely our own diversion, is a great inducement thereunto.
III. When it is said, in the fourth Commandment, that thou
skalt do no manner of work on the Sabbath day^ there is an
exception hereunto, or an intimation, that works of necessity

and mercy, though they contain in them something servile or
laborious, mc'/, notwithstanding, be done on the Lord's day.
Some things are necessary, as they tend to the support of nature; as eating and drinking; and therefore the providing food
for that end, is, doubtless, lawful; especially if too much time
be not spent therein, too many servants, or others, detained
from the worship of God thereby, or entertainments and splendid feasts made; in which, variety of things are prepared, to
please the appetite ; and all this attended with vain and trifling
conversation, unbecoming the holiness of the day.
There are
also other works of necessity, which may be done on the
Sabbath-da}^, viz. such as are subservient to the worship of
God; without which, it is impossible that the public exercises
thereof should be performed.
Thus, under the ceremonial
law, there were many laborious services that attended public
worship ; particularly the killing those beasts that were appointed for sacrifice, on the Sabbath-day; though we are exempted
from this tinder the gospel-dispensation. To this, it is probable, our Saviour refers, when he says, ' Have ye not read in
* the law, how that the priests in the temple profane the Sab* bath, and are blameless,' Matt.
xii. 5. that is, perform those
servile works, subservient to public worship ; which, according
to your method of reasoning, would be a profaning the Sabbath.

Here

it is enquired, by some, whether it be lawful to kindle
on the Sabbath-day, since this seems to be forbidden the
Ye shall kindle no fire
Israelites ; to whom Moses says,
' throughout your habitations, upon the
Sabbath-day,' Exod.
XXV. 3. Some are of opinion, that if this be lawful at present,
agreeably to what we generally practice, it is a peculiar priviliege attending the gospel- dispensation; which may give us occasion to explain what is meant by this prohibition.
1. It cannot be hereby forbidden, to kindle a fire, for their
refreshment, in cold weather; for that is as necessary as any

a

fire

'

of the other conveniences of life, such as eating, drinking, sitdown when yve are weary, £s?c. and it was done with very

ting

;
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pains or difficulty

;

so that

religious exercises ot ihat day.

it
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would not much hinder the

On

the other hand, the not

making a lire, provided the season of the year was extremely
cold, would indispose men tor the worship of God.
Therefore,

most probable, that the meaning of that scripture is
time, wherein this law was given,
many of them were employed in the work of building and
adorning the tabernacle ; which, as all artificers know, required the kindling of fires for the melting of metals, heating of
iron tools, ^c. and, whereas the people might be apt to think,
2. It is

this; that since, at that

because the building of the tabernacle required expedithey might kindle fires, and there\vith employ themselves
in the work thereof, on the Sabbath-day.
Therefore Moses
tells them, that it was not a work so absolutely necessary, as
that it required, that they should attend to it herein; which
seems to be the reason ot that law, which prohibited the kindling a fire on the Sabbath-day.
As for the application of this law, to the dressing of food,
which seems to be prohibited in that scripture, ' Bake that ye
*will bake to dav, and seethe that which ye will seethe; and
' that which remaineth over, lay it up to be kept for you until
* the morning,' Exod.
xvi. 23.
The meaning thereof seems
to be this Bake, or seethe that which is necessary for your
food, the day before the Sabbath, and lay up the rest, to be
baked or seethed on the Sal)bath. The command more especially prohibits their gathering manna on the Sabbath, and preparing it for baking or seething; which would have taken up
too great a part of the day, and have been a diversion from
But the baking or seething,
the religious worship thereof.
which would have afforded but a small interruption to the
work thereof, does not seem to have been forbidden.
that,

tion,

;

And this leads us to enquire, what judgment we may pass
on the stoning the man who gathered sticks on the Sabbath-day
which we read of in Numb. xv. 32, ^c. The gathering of
sticks for the making a fire on the Sabbath-day, seems to be a
work of necessity and therefore some may be ready to conclude that the punishment inflicted en him was too severe.
;

But, instead of excepting against the greatness of the punishrather infer from hence, that the crime

ment inflicted, I would
was very great. For,

(1.) He might have gathered sticks on other days, and
thereby have provided a sufficient quantity for his necessary
use, on the Sabbath-day ; or else, he should have been content
to have been without a fire on that day; rather than give so
ill a precedent of the breach of the Sabbath.
(2.) It is probable he xlid this, not to supply his present ne»
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but to increase his store ; and, that he did not gather
but a large quantity; which cannot be pretended
to be a work of necessity.
(3.) It is not unhkely, that the man made a practice of it,
for several Sabbaths together; and so lived in a total contempt
and neglect of God's public ordinances.
(4.) It is also reasonable to suppose, that he did this preslimptuously, publicly, and in defiance of the divine command,
after having been reproved for it; and he might obstinately
cessitles,

a few

sticks,

vindicate this wicked practice, and resolve, for the future, to
persist in it; for that is the nature of a

presumptuous

sin.

And

he sinned presumptuously therein; inasmuch
as God, in the v^erses immediately foregoing, had threatened,
that the soicl that doth ought presiimptuously^ or, as it is in
the margin, ivith an high hand^ who rejnoached the Lord
hereih, should be cut off; and then this account of the man's
being stoned for gathering sticks on the Sabbath-day, is brought
in as an instance of a just punishment of a presumptuous sinit is

plain, that

ner.

These things being duly considered, we cannot take occasion from hence, to conclude, as many do, that there is this
difference between the legal and the gospel-dispensation, in
that the Sabbath was formerly to be observed more stictly than
liow ; and that this was a part of the yoke which neither they
Sior their fathers were able to bear, the relaxation whereof is
reckoned a branch of that liberty which we have under the
^^ospel.
But this sounds very ill in the ears of all serious
Christians, who think the duties of religion, and the strictness
of our obligation thereunto, a privilege rather than a burden.

Thus concerning the lawfulness of our performing works of
necessity on the Sabbath-day.
proceed farther to consider, that works of mercy ought
«to be done on that day; such as visiting and preparing medi•cines for the sick, relieving the poor, providing food and water
This our Saviour vinfor cattle, and other brute creatures.
dicates by his practice, and illustrates by asserting the necessity of lifting out a sheep^ that was fallen into a pit^ on the

We

—

Sabbath-day, Matt. xii. 10 13. Hov/ever, when we mainthe lawfulness of performing works of necessity and
mercy, on the Sabbath-day, the following cautions ought to
be attended to;
[l.] Let the necessity be real, not pretended; of which, God
and our own consciences are the judges.
[2.] If we think that we have a necessary call to omit, or
4ay aside our attendance on the ordinances of God, on the
Sabbath-day, let us take heed that this necessity be not brought
-on us by s©mc sin committed, which gives occasion to the
tain
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judicial hand of God; and that province, which renders it ne^
cessary for us to absent from them, should be rather submit*'
ted to, than matter of choice or delight.
[3.] If necessity obliges us to engage in secular employments on the Lord's day, as in the instances of those whose

business it is to provide physic for the sick, let us, nevertheless, labour after a spiritual frame, becoming the holiness of
that day, so far as may consist v/ith what we are immediately
called to do.
[4.] As we ought to see that the work we are engaged in is
necessary ; so we must not spend more time therein than what
is needful.
[5.] If we have a necessary call to engage in worldly matters, whereby we are detained from public ordinances, we
must endeavour to satisfy others, that the providence of God
obliges us hereunto ; that so we may not give offence to them,
or they take occasion, without just reason to follow their own
employments ; which would be a sin in them.
IV.
are to sanctify the Sabbath, by spending the whole
day in the public and private exercises of God's worship, and
herein to maintain a becoming holy frame of spirit, from the
beginning of the day to the end thereof. Therefore,
1. In the beginning thereof; let not too much sleep make
intrenchments on more of the morning of the day than what is
needful, particularly, more than what we allow ourselves before we begin our employments on other davs.
And let us
begin the day with spiritual meditations, and carefully watch
against worldly thoughts, as what will give us great interruption and hinderance in the work thereof. And let us be earnest
with God in prayer, that he would prepare our hearts for the
solemn duties we are to engage in ; let us consider the Sabbath as a very great talent that we are entrusted with ; and
that it is of the greatest importance for us to improve it, to
the glory of God and our spiritual advantage.
2. While we are engaged in holy duties, especially in the
public ordinances of God's worship, let us endeavour to maintain a becoming reverence, and filial fear of God, in whose
presence we are, and a love to his holy institutions, which are
instamped with his authority. Let us moreover watch and
strive against the first motions and suggestions of Satan, and
our corrupt hearts, endeavouring to divert us from, or disturb
us in holy duties. And let us often lift up our hearts to God,
by spiritual, short ejaculatory prayers, for help from him, to
enable us to improve the word, and, at the same time, endeavour to our utmost, to affect our hearts w'ith a sense of the
great worth of gospel-opportunities.
Let us also cherish, improve, and bless God for all the influences of his Holy Spirit,
3 S
Vol. hi.
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which he is pleased, at any time, to grant to us or bewail and
lament the want thereof, when they are withheld.
3. In the intervals between our attendance on the ordinances
of God's public worship, we are to engage in private duties,
and worship God in, and with our families; and in order
hereunto, call to mind what we have heard, impress it ou our
own souls, recommend it to those whom wc converse with,
and are concerned for; and take heed that we do nothing, between one public ordinance and another, which may unfit us
for the remaining duties of the day; but, on the other hand,
ijtrive against, and give a check to the least motions thereof in
our own souls.
4. The Sabbath is to be sanctified in the evening thereof,
when the public ordinances are over; at which time we are to
call to mind what we have received from God, with thankfulness, and how we have behaved ourselves in all the parts of
divine worship, in which M'e have been engaged.
Let us enquire, whether the Sabbath, was welcome to us, and we rejoiced in it as a blessing, as Avell as set about the observing of
it as a duty ? as the Psalmist says, ' I was glad when they said
* unto me, Let
us go into the house of the Lord,' Psal. cxxii.
1.
]\Ioreover, let us enquire, whether our ends were right in
all the duties we performed? whether the glory of God, and
tiie good of our own souls, has been our great concern ?
Or,
whether we have been oiily influenced by custom, and rested
in a form of godliness, without regarding the power thereof,
and loved the opinion and praise of men more than of God ?
Let us enquire, whether our minds, our affections and outward
gestures have been grave, sedate, and composed, and we ready
to receive whatever God has been pleased to impart in his
word ? and v/hether we have had a due sense of the divine perfections impressed on our spirits, and of the infinite distance
there is between the great God and us ? whether we have seen
our need of the word, as Job says, that he esteemed the xvords
of God's mouth viore than his necessary food? Job xxiii. 12.
and, whether v/e have not only attended to, but applied every
truth to our ovai souls, as desiring to retain, improve, and
make it the rule of our conversation I
We are also to consider, what we have received from God
under his ordinances; whether we have had any sensible communion with him, Tixx^ experiences of his love, or impressions
of his power on our hearts ? whether we have had fellowship
with the Father, and witli his Son Jesus Christ ? whether, as
we have gone from one ordinance to another, we have gone
from strength to strength, our faith being more lively, our love
to God increased, and our spiritual joy enlarged by every duty ?
Let tis enquire, whether we have learned some doctrine from
;

;
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which we understood not, or, r\t least, have been
therein, alter some degree of wavering, or
have been affected witli some truth which we never saw such
a beauty and glory in before whether we have been melted under the word; if it has been, as the prophet speaks, like fire

the word,

more contirmed

i

or, as the hammer that brcaketh the rock in pieces^ Jer. xxiii.
29. or, as the disciples say one to another, Did not onr heart
burn within us while he talked xvith us by the ivaij^ and while
he opened to us the scriptures ? Luke xxiv. 32.
And we may comfortably conclude, that we have received

good under the ordinances, if we have been brought into anholy and lively frame of spirit; and the more we attend to
them, the more our hearts are drawn forth to desire and delight in them and especially when public duties fit us for private, and from the advantage that we receive from such opportunities, v/e are more disposed to Avalk with God in all the
affairs and businesses of life, so that our whole conversation
in this world, receives a tincture from the benefit which we
gain by that communion which we enjoy with God in his ordinances on his own day.
Thus we are to take a view of our behaviour when engaged
in public worship; and if we have i-eceived any spiritual advantage, the glory thereof is to be given to God.
But if, on
the other hand, upon a strict and impartial enquiry into the
frame of our spirits under the ordinances, we have, as it too
often happens, reason to complain of our deadness and stiipidity under them ; if we have not experienced that sensible
communion \f\i\\ God, which we have at other times enjoyed,
or have reason to say, that we wax worse, rather then better,
under them; let us dread the consequence hereof, lest this
should issue in a judicial hardness of heart, and habitual unproought, in this case,
fitableness, under the means of grace.
to search out, and be humbled before God, for that secret sin,
which is as a root of bitterness which springs up within us,
and troubles us; and be still pressing after that special presence of God in his ordinances, that will have a tendency to
promote the life and power of religion in our souls.
And to this we inay add that besides our dealing thus with
ourselves in our private retirements, after having attended on
public v/orship, we are to endeavour to sanctify the Sabbath in
our families, in the evening thereof. Family-worship is to be
neglected no day ; but on the Sabbath, it is to be engaged in
with a particular relation to the duties which we have been
performing in public accordingly it is mentioned in one of
the answers we are explaining, that the charge of keeping the
Sabbath is directed to the governors of families, and other
jjiiperiors ; inasmuch' us tlir-/ are bound, nrn otiIv to keep it
;
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themselves, but to see that it be observed by all those who are
their charge, and not to hinder therii, as many are prone
to do, by employing them in those works which are foreign to
Masters of families are not only to
the duties of the day.
restrain immoralities in those who are under their care, on the
Sabbath-day, but to lay their commands on them, to engage
with them in the worship of God therein, as they expect a
blessing from him on their undertakings. Thus Joshua resolves, that he and his house zuould serve the Lord, Josh. xxiv.
15. and God speaks to the honour of Abraham, when he says,
I know him that he xvill command his children and his household
after him; and they shall keep the way of the Lord^ Gen. xviii,
Superiors have no power to dispense with any of God's
19.
commandments, to disengage those who are under them, from
yielding obedience thereunto.
But, on the other hand, they
are obliged to see that all, under their care, perform their duty
to God, as well as to them, and, particularly, that of sanctifying the Sabbath. Therefore they are to restrain them from
taking their own diversions, or finding their own pleasure in
sinful recreations on the Lord's day; and impress on them
those suitable exhortations, that may have a tendency to promote religion in their families; by which means they may
hope for a peculiar blessing from God, in every relation and
condition of life.

under

Quest. CXIX. What are
mandment P

the sins forbidden in the fourth

Com-

Answ. The

sins forbidden In the fourth Commandment, are,
omissions of the duties required, all careless, negligent,
and unprofitable performing of them, and being weary of
them, all profaning the day by idleness, and doing that
which is in itself sinful, and by all needless works, words,
and thoughts about worldly employments and recreations.
all

Quest. CXX. IVhat are
Commandment the more

annexed

the reasons
to

enforce

it

to

the fourth

P

Answ. The

reasons annexed to the fourth Commandment, the
it, are taken from the equity of it, God allowing us six days of seven for our own affairs, and reserving but one for himself, in these words, [Six days shalt thou
labour^ and do all thy work^ from God's challenging a special propriety in that day, {The seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord th:j God'\ from the example of God, who, in six

more

to enforce

daijs

made heaven and

earthy the sea,

and all that

in them is
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and

God
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rested the seventh day ; and from that blessing which
put upon that day, not only in sanctifying it to be a

day for his service, but in ordaining it to be a means of
blessing to us in our sanctifying it; [wherefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath-day and hallowed it.^

Quest. CXXI. Why

is

the

word Remember

set in the begiu'

ning of the fourth Comtnandment P

Answ. The word Remember is set in the beginning of the
fourth Commandment, partly because of the great benefit of
remembering it; we being thereby helped, in our preparakeep it; and in keeping it better, to keep all the rest
of the commandments, and to continue a thankful remembrance of the two great benefits of creation, and redemption,
which contain a short abridgment of religion; and partly
because we are very ready to forget it; for that there is less
light of nature for it, and yet it restraineth our natural liberty in things at other times lawful ; that it cometh but
once in seven days, and many v,'orldly businesses come between, and too often take off our minds from thinking of it,
either to prepare for it, or to sanctify it; and that Satan,
with his instruments much labour to blot out the glory, and
even the memory of it, to bring in all irreligion and impiety.

tion, to

THE method

in

which we

shall proceed, in speaking to

these answers, shall be,

I.

To

consider the sins forbidden in this

and these

Commandment;

are,

1. The omission of the duties required.
Sins of omission
are exceeding prejudicial; because, though they have a tendency to harden the heart, and stupify the conscience; yet
they are, of all others, least regarded. As for the omission
of holy duties, on the Sabbath-day; this is a slighting and
casting away a great prize, put into our hands ; and therefore,
in such a case, it will be said. Wherefore is there a price put
into the hands of a fool to get xvisdom^ seeing he hath no heart
to ity Prov. xvi. 16.
It may be also observed, that this is generally attended with the neglect of secret duties, and is an
in-let to all manner of sins, and to a total apostasy from God.
2. The next thing forbidden in this Commandment is, the
careless performance of holy duties ; that is, when our hearts
are not engaged in them, or we content ourselves with a form

of godliness, denying the power thereof, have no sense of
God's all-seeing eye, or dread of spiritual judgments, or being
given up to barrenness and unprofitableness, under the means of
a;race.
Such a frame of spirit as this, is always attended with
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a declining state of religion; especially
and strive against it.

if

we do

not lament

And to this we may add, that we greatly sin, when we profane the day by idleness ; and that either by sleeping away a
great part of the morning of the day, as though it were a day
of sloth, and not of spiritual rest, designed for religious exercises ; or drowsiness under the ordinances, as though we had no
concern in them ; whereby we give all about us to understand,
that we do, as it were, withdraw our thoughts from the work,
which we pretend to be engaged in. In some, indeed, this
proceeds very much from the weakness of their natural constitution.
Such m.ay be heavy and weary in duty, though thev.
are not weary of it; and this is what they lament, and are far
from giving v,-ay to; though they are, sometimes, unavoidablv
overtaken with it. In this case, though it cannot be excused
from being a sin; yet it is such, as, it is to be hoped, our Saviour will cover, with the mantle of his love, or, at least, not
charge upon them for their condemnation ; though he may reprove them for it, to bring them under conviction. Thus he
dealt with his disciples, when he came to them^ andfound them
asleep, IMatt. xxvi. 40,41. and though he tacitly reproves them,
yet he does not infer irom hence, that they were wholly destitute of faith ; but charges their unbecoming carriage therein,
on the weakness of faith, being impowered by the infirmities
of nature, when he says. The spirit indeed is xvilli7igy but the
ffesh is rveak.

There are other sins forbidden in the fourth Commandment,
that are particularly mentioned in this answer, M'hich have been
occasionally insisted on, in considering how the Sabbath is to
be sanctified; in which we have shewn, that, as we are not to
do that which is in itself sinful, so we are to abstain from our
worldly employments and recreations, and endeavour to fence
against that vanity of thoughts, v/hich will have a tendency to
alienate our affections from God, or hinder the success of ordinances; and therefore v/e pass them over at present, and
proceed to consider,
And,
II. The reasons annexed to this Commandment.
1. It is highly reasonable that we should sanctify the Loi-d's
day, since he is pleased to allow ns six days out of seven, for
the attending to our worldly affairs, and reserves but one to
himself.
This supposes that we are allowed to engage in our
secular callings on other days : and therefore, though it be
brought in occasionally, in this commandment, it is a duty belonging to the second table rather than the first; particularly, it
seems to be a branch of the eighth Commandment; however,
it is alleged as a reason of our observing this Commandment.
It is a very large allowance that God has made, of six days
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our own employments. If, on the other hand,
had allowed us but one day in seven for them, and laid
claim to six days, to be set apart for religious worship, none
would have had reason to complain, since he, being the absolute Lord of our time, may demand what proportion of it he
pleases and they who are truly sensible of the real advantage
that there is in the attendance on all God's holy institutions,
and consider the Sabl^ath as a privilege and blessing-, would
in seven, for
iic

;

not only think

it reasonable, but a great instance of the kindness of God to man, had this earth so much resembled heaven,
that there should be a perpetual Sabbath celebrated here, as
there is there, where the saints count it their happiness to be
engaged without interruption, in the immediate service of God.
Ol>j. It is objected, by some, that they cannot spare a scr
Ycnth part of time for religious duties, out of their worldly
business and that it is very hard for them to get bread for
their families, by all their diligence and industry.
Others air
lege, that the Sabbath is their market-day, wherein, by selling
things, they get moi-e than they do on other days.
Ansiv. 1. As to the former part of the objection, taken from
the difficulty of persons subsisting their families, it may be replied ; that God is able to made up the loss of the seventh part
of time, so that their not working therein, shall not be a real
detriment, to those wlio are in the lowest circumstances in the
world, God has ordered it so, that our observing his holy institutions, shall not, in the end, prove detrimental to us.
Thus
when Israel was commanded to rest, and not to cultivate their
land for an whole year together, every seventh year, providence so ordered it, that they were not sufferers thereby, inasmuch as the year before brought forth enough for three years,
Lev. XXV. 20 22. and when they were not to gather manna
on the seventh day of the week, there was a double quantity
rained upon them, which they gathered the day before, Exod".
Therefore, why may we not conclude, that, bv
xvi. 22
24.
ihe blessing of God, what is lost by our not attending to our
secular callings on the Lord's day, may be abundantly made
up, by his blessing succeeding our endeavours on other days.
As to that part of the objection, in which it is pretended
that the Lord's day is their market-day, in which they expect
raore advantage than on other days; it may be replied, that if
this is true, it arises from the iniquity of the times ; and it
should be a caution to us, not to encourage those who expose
their wares to sale on the Sabbath-day; since if there were no
buyers, tliere would be no sellers ; and this public and notorious sin would be here()y prevented.
have a noble instance
;

—

—

We

ijf

this in

,'at

an

Nehemiah, whose wisdom,

effe.ct'J,aJ

zeal, and holy fesolution,
s+qo to this practice, in his dealing vith these
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—

tvho sold jish on the Sabbath-day^ Neh. xiii. 16, 21. First,
he shut the gates of the city against them ; and when he saw
that they continued without the walls, hoping, by some means
or other, to get into the city, or to entice some to come out to
buy their merchandize; then he testijied against them^ and
commanded them not to continue without the walls, and by
this means, gave a check to that scandalous practice.
Moreover, this gain of iniquity is not to be pretended as a just excuse for the breach of a positive commandment j since, what
is gotten in a way of presumptuous rebellion against God, it
is not like to prosper, whatever pretence of poverty may be
alleged, to give countenance thereunto.
2. Another reason annexed to enforce our observation of the
Sabbath-day, is taken from God's challenging a special propriety in it.
Thus it is called the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God ; a day which he has consecrated, or separated to himaelf, and so lays claim to it. Therefore it is no less than sacrilege, or a robbing of him, to employ it in any thing but what
he requires to be done therein.
3. God sets his own example before us for our imitation

Thus

In six days the Lord made heaven
and hallowed it. It is
observed, that God was six days in making the world ; whereas, had he pleased, he could have created all things with the
same beauty and perfection in which they are at present, in an
instant ; but he performed this work by degrees, that he might
teach us, that whatever our hand finds to do, we should do it
in the proper season allotted for it ; and as he ceased from his
work on the seventh day, he requires that we should rest from
ours, in conformity to his own example.
4. The last reason assigned for our sanctifying the Sabbath,
is taking from God's blessing and sanctifying it, or setting it
apart for an holy use. To bless a day, is to give it to us as a
Accordingly we ought to
particular blessing and privilege.
reckon the Sabbath as a great instance of God's care and compassion to men, and a very great privilege, which ought to be
highly esteemed by them. Again, for God to sanctify a day,
is to set It apart from a common, to an holy use ; and thus we
ought to reckon the Sabbath as a day signalized above all
others, with the character of God's holy day ; and as such, it
is to be employed by us in holy exercises, answerable to the
end for which it was instituted.
III. It is observed in the last answer we are explaining,
that the word Remember is set in the beginning of the fourth
Commandment; from whence we may observe, our great
proneness, through worldly business, and Satan's temptations,
to forget the Sabbath.
may also learn from hence, the
therein.

and

it

is

said,

earthy arid rested the seventh day^

We
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importance of our observing it ; without which, irreligion and
profaneness would nevei; universally abound in the world;
and, on the other hand, in our observing this day as we ought
to do, we may hope for grace from God, whereby we may be
enabled to keep his other commandments. Again, the word
Remember^ prefixed to this Commandment, not only imports
that

we

are to call to mind, that this particular day which

God

has sanctified, is a Sabbath, or to know whiit day it is, in the
order of the days of the week ; but we ought to endeavour to
have a frame of spirit becoming the holiness of the day, or, to

remember

It is certain, that it is aa
it, so as to keep it holy.
hard matter, through the corruption of nature, to get our
hearts disengaged from the vain amusements and entanglements of this present world; by which means we lose the ad=
vantage that would redound to us, by our conversing with God
in holy duties.
Therefore we are to desire of him, that he
would impress on our souls a sense of our obligation to duty,
and of the advantage which we may hope to gain from it.
And to induce us hereunto, let it be considered,
1. That the profanation of the Sabbath is generally the first
step to all manner of wickedness, and a making great advances
to a total apostasy from God.
2. The observing of it is reckoned as a sign between God
and his people. It is, with respect to him, a sign of his favour; and with respect to man, it is a sign of their s'.ibjection
to God, as their King and Lawgiver, in all his holy appoint-

ments.

We

cannot reasonably expect, that God should bless us
other days, if we neglect to own him,
on his day, or to devote ourselves to him, and thereby discover
our preferring him, and the affairs of his v/orship, before ail
things in the world.
From what has been said in explaining this Commandmentj
3.

in v/hat

we mav

we undertake, on

infer,

may serve to confute those Avho think that
the observation of days, in general, or, that the k-eeping the
first day of the week as a Sabbath, is a setting up the ceremonial law, without distinguishing a right between a ceremonial
and a moral precept. For, how much soever the observation
of the seventh day, might have a ceremonial signification an(1.) That, this

to it, as it was given to Israel, from mount Sinai, it i:^
possible for the typical reference thereof, to cease; and yet
the moral reason of the Commandment remain in force to u.«t
as it is a day appointed by God, in which he is to be worshipped, so that we may have ground to expect his presence, and

nexed

blessing, while attending
(2.)

Others

Vol.

III.

a.rc

on him

to blam?;

who
5

in his

holy

tbir^k

tkst ever'; rlsy

T

institution-j.

h

tc b;.

;
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kept as a Sabbath, pretending that this is most agreeable to 3
state of perfection.
But this is contrary to God's allowing us
six days for our own employment; and, indeed, none, who
make use of this argument, do, in reality, keep any day as a
Sabbath, at least, in such a way as they ought.
(3.) Others are guilty of a great error, who think that the
Sabbath is, indeed, to be observed; but there is no need of
that strictness which has been inculcated ; or, that it should be
kept holy, from the beginning to the end thereof. Some suppose, that the only design of God in instituting it was, that
public worship should be maintained in the world; and theretore, that it is sufficient if they attend on it, without endeavouring to converse with him in secret.
(4.) What has been said, is directly contrary to their opinion, who think that the Lord's day was a mere human institution ; without considering, as has been hinted, that what the
apostles prescribed, relating thereunto, was by divine direction
which opinion, if it should prevail, would open a door to great
carelessness and formality in holy duties, and would be an inducement to us to profane the day in various instances.

»

Quest. CXXII. What

is

the

sum of

the six

Cammandments^

xvhich contain cur duty to 7nan ?

Answ. The sum
duty

do

to

man,

to others

of the six Commandments, which contain our
love our neighbour as ourselves, and to

is to

what we would have them do

to us.

A S the first table of the ten Commandments rt;spects our
JTJl duty to God, the other contains our duty to our neighbour; which is comprized in the general idea of love. This
is therefore styled the sum of the following six Commandments ; and it is included in our Saviour's words ; Thou shah
love thy neighbour as thyself Matt. xxii. 39. and elsewhere.
Whatsoever ye would that vien shoidd do to you^ do ye even so
to them^ chap. vii. 12.
Here it may be observed,
I. That we are commanded to love our neighbour as ourselves.
This implies in it,
1.
caution against a selfish temper; as though we were
born only for, or were obliged to do good to none but ourselves.
This is what the apostle reproves, when he says. Men
shall be lovers of their ownsclves, 2 Tim. iii. 2. that is, they
shall study and consult the happiness, ease, and comfort of
none but themselves.
2. It farther implies in it, our using endeavours to promote
the good of all, whom we converse with; and thereby render-

A
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ing ourselves a blessing to mankind.
It does not, indeed,
exclude self-love, which it supposes to be a duty; but obliges
us to love others as well as ourselves, in things that relate to
their spiritual and temporal good.
This leads us to enquire,
(1.) Whether we ought to love others better than ourselves;
or what the apostle intends, when he says, Let each esteem
other better than themselves ? Phil. ii. 3.
Ansxv. [l.] It cannot be hereby intended, that they, wlio
have attained a great measure of the knowledge of the truths
of God, should reckon themselves as ignorant of, or unstable
in, the doctrines of the gospel, as those who never made them
the subject of their study and enquiry; nor, that they, who
have had large experience of the grace of God, should conclude that they have no more experience thereof than those
who are unregenerate, and have not taken one step heavenward. But,
[2.] The meaning is, that the greatest saint should not think
himself better than the least, any otherwise than as he has received more from the discriminating grace of God; as the
apostle says. Who maketh thee to differ from another ; and -what
hast thotif that thou didst not receive f
1 Cor. iv. T.
And,
indeed, such an one may see more sin in himself than he can
see in any other; and therefore, may have reason to reckon
himself, as the apostle speaks, the chief of sinners^ 1 Tim. i. 15.
[o.] The best saints M'ould have been as bad as the vilest of
men, had they been left to themselves ; and it may be, some
of them who have had less grace, have had fewer talents, and
opportunities of grace, than they have had; which they have
improved better, in proportion to what they have received,
than they have, the many advantages which God has been
pleased to bestow on them.
(1.) Our next enquiry may be, whether our love to oui
neighbour should extend so far, as that we should be willing,
were it needful, to lay down our lives for them ; as it is said,
in 1 John iii. 16. We ought to lay down our lives for the brethren; and in Rom. v. 7. Pcradventure^ for a good man some
would even dare to die.
Answ. [l.] By laying down our lives in these scriptures, is
principally intended hazarding our lives, or exposing ourselves
But,
to the utmost danger, even of death itself, for others.
are not to do this rashly, and at all times ; but when
[2.]
God, who is the sovereign Lord of our lives, calls us to it.

We

And,
[3.]

This ought not

church of

God

to be for every one, but for the brethren,

who

are more eminently useful in the
Accordinglv thft
than ourselves or others.

especially for those

;
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apostle says^for a g-ood 7nan; that is, one who is a common
good, or a blessing to many others, one would even dare to die,
[4.] This must be, at such times, when in exposing ourselves
for the sake of others, we give our testimony to the gospel
and, in defending them, plead the injured cause of Christ and
religion.
II. This loving our neighbour as ourselves is farther illustrated in this answer, by doing to others what we would have
them to do us. This is one of the most undeniable, and self-

evident truths contained in the law of nature. So that whatever disputable matters there may be, as to what respects other
duties, this is allowed of by all mankind.
Many, indeed, do
not conform their practice to this rule: which gives occasion
to the injuries done between man and man.
However the
vilest of men, when they deliberate on their own actions, cannot but blame themselves for acting contrary thereunto. Thus
Saul did, when he said unto David, Thou art more righteous
than I; for thou hast rcruarded me good ; -whereas I have rcwarded thee evil^ 1 Sam. xxiv. 17. Therefore we conclude,
that it is one of the first principles of the law of nature; and
may well be called, as it is in this answer, the sum of the Commandments of the second table, or that, to which they are all
reduced. There are two things, which we shall lay down,
relating to this golden rule, of doing to others as we would
that they should do to us.
1. It is miserably neglected by a great part of the world; as,
(1.) By them, who turn away their hearts from the afflicted;
CO as not to pitv, help, or endeavour to comfort them in their
The Psalmist was of another mind, when he says.
distress.
As for md", ivhen they xvere s'lck^ mij clothing- was sackcloth. I
hwyibled my soul with fastings and my prayer returned into
mine own bosom. J behaved myself as though he had been my
J bowed doxvn heavily ^ as one that mourneth
friend or brother.
for his mother^ Psal. xxxv. 13, 15.
(2.) They who deny to others those natural, civil, or religious liberties, which, by God's appointment, they have a
right to, or envy them the possession thereof, may be said to
neglect this golden rule.
2.
are farther to enquire, how this rule, of doing to
others what we would have them do to us, may be of use, in
order to our right observing the Commandments of the second

—

We

table

?

.

Answ. The

fifth Commandment, which requires the performance of all relative duties, would be better observed, did superiwrs put themselves in the place of inferiors, and consider
what they would then expect from them ; and the same the}'
ought to do to them. Again, the sixth, seventh, and eight
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Commandments, that respect the life, honour, or •wealth of
others ; if these are dear to us, ought we not to consider, that
they are so to others ; and if we would not be deprived of
them ourselves, how unreasonable is it for us to do any thing

may tend to deprive others of them? Again, if, according to the ninth Commandment, our good name be so valuable,
that we ought to maintain it, should not this rule be observed
by defamers, slanderers, and backbiters, who do that to otherswhich they would not have done to themselves ? And the
tenth Commandment, which forbids our uneasiness at, or being discontented with, the good of others, or endeavouring to
supplant, or divest them of the possession of what God has
given them in this world. This cannot be done by anv one
who duly considers, how unwilling they would be to have
what they possess taken away, to satisfy the covetousness, or
lust, of others.
that

Quest. CXXIII. TVhich

is

the fifth

Commandment'^

Answ. The

fifth Commandment is. Honour thy father and thtj
mother^ that thy days ?nay he long upo7i the landy which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.

Quest. CXXIV. Who are meant hy father and mother ^
^

ffth Comm.andment

in the

?

Answ. By

father and mother, in the fifth Commandment, are
meant not only natural parents; but all the superiors in age,
and gifts, and especially such as by GOD's ordinance, are

over us in place of authority, whether in family, church, or

common-wealth.

Quest.

CXXV. Why are superiors styled^ father and mother?

Answ.

Superiors are styled father and mother, both to teach
in all duties towards their inferiors, like natural parents, to express love and tenderness to them, according to
their several relations, and to work inferiors to a greater
willingness and cheerfulness in performing their dutjes to

them

their superiors, as to their parents.

Quest. CXXVI. What
mandment ?

is

the general scope

of the ffth Cor:-

general scope of the fifth Commandment,
performance of those duties which we mutually owe

Answ. The

«everal relations, as inferiors, superiors, or eq^uals.

is,

the

in

our

;;;
^
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Quest. CXXVII. What

is

the honour that inferiors

owe

to

to their superiors,

is,

their superiors P

Answ. The honour which
due reverence,
and thanksgiving
all

inferiors

in heart,

owe

word, and behaviour

;

praj'er,

for them, imitation of their virtues and
graces; willing obedience to their lawful commands, and
counsels, due submission to their corrections, fidelity to, defence, and maintenance of their persons and authoi-ity, according to their several ranks, and the nature of their places
bearing with their infirmities, and covering them in lovej
that so they may be an honour to them and their govern-

ment.

Quest. CXXVIII. What are
superiors

the sins

of inferiors against their

;

The sins of inferiors against their superiors, are, all
neglect of the duties required towards them, envying at,
contempt of, and x-ebellion against their persons, and j:>laces,
in their lawful counsels, commands, and corrections, cursing, mocking, and all such refractory and scandalous carriage, as proves a shame and dishonour to them and their

.\nsw.

government.

Commandment, no other relations are mentionINed,thebut father
and mother; yet
may be observed,
fifth

it

That, hereby,

superiors in general are intended; ns
many others are called fathers in scripture, besides our natural parents, viz.
1. Superiors in age.
Thus it is said, Rebuke not oJi elder
but intreat him as a father, and the ijounger men as brethren
the elder women as inothers, the younger as sisters, with all
purity, 1 Tim. v. 1, 2.
a. They, are also called fathers, who are superior in gifts
and accordingly have been the first inventors of arts, which
have been useful to the world. Thus Jabal is said to be the
father of such as dwell in tents, and have cattle. Gen. iv. 20.
that is, the first that made considerable improvements in the
I.

all

husbandry ; and Jubal is said to be the father, that is,
the instructor of all such as handle the harp and organ, ver.
21. or the first that made improvements in the art of music.
3. Persons to whom we owe, under God, our outward prosIn this sense Joseph, though a subject,
perit)' and happiness.
a young man, and a little before, a prisoner, is called a father
to Pharaoh, chap. xlv. 8. as he was an instrument to support
his greatness, and preserve him from the fnconveniences of a
SPven v?ars farrjine-.
art of

TILE
Princes, great

.4.
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Thus Naaman was by
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families, are

his servants, 2

Kings

called
v. 13.

Men

of honour and usefulness in the church are so called.
Elijah ascend into heaven, he cries
out,
father^ my father^ the chariot of hrael^ and the. horsemen thereof^ chap. ii. 12. And Joash,the king of Israel, used
the same expression to Elisha, ivheii fallen sic k^ chap. xiii. 14.
And this is implied in the apostle's styling those whom he had
been of use to, for their conviction, and enlightening in the
doctrines of the gospel.
little children^ Gal. iv. 19.
6. Good kings and governors are CQ!i\it A fathers.
Thus it is
said. Kings shall be thy nursing fathers^ and queens thy nurS'
ing mothers^ Isa. xlix. 23.
II.
have an accoimt, in one of the answers we are explaining, of the reason why superiors are styled father and
mother ; namely, to denote, that they should behave towards
their inferiors, with that love and tenderness, a^ though they
were natural parents. Authority is not only consistent herewitii, but it ought to be exercised, by superiors towards infeThus Job, when in his prosperity, was,
riors, in such a way.
as it were, a common farther to all that were under him ; accordingly he says, / delivered the poor that cried^ and the
fatherless^ and him that had none to help him^ Job xxix. 12.
upon which occasion he says, I xvas a father to the poor ^ ver.
16.
And ministers, who, in some respects, are superior in
office to others; when their reproofs are mixed with tenderness
and compassion towards the souls of men under their care, are
compared to the nurse that cherished her children; as being
affectionately desirous., and willing to impart to them^ not the
gospel of God only., but also their oivn souls., as being dear to
them., 1 Thess. ii. 7, 8.
have, another of the answers under our consideraIII.
tion, an account of the general scope of the fifth Commandment; and, as it requires the duties to be performed by every
one in their several relations ; these are considered either as
superiors, inferiors, or equals.
There are several sorts of relations wherein persons are styled superior or inferior to one
another.
1. Such as are founded in nature; as that of parents and
5.

Thus when Elisha saw

My

My

We

We

children.
2. There are such relations as arc political, designed for
the good of mankind, living together as members of the same
common-wealth, in which every one has a right to his civil
liberties, which are to be enjoyed by one, and defended by
the other ; of this sort is the relation of magistrates and sub-

jects.
3.

There

is

a relation founded in mutual compact and agree*

;
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ment, respecting things to be done, on the one side, and gratifications to be allowed, on the other; of this kind is the relaThe only difficulty that
tion between master and servant.
arises from the account we have of the obligation of persons
to give honour to others, respects superiors honouring inferiors.
For the understanding of which, let it be considered,
(l.) That superiors are not obliged to shew the same marks
of honour to their inferiors, as inferiors arc bound, by the
laws of God and nature, to express to them. Nevertheless,
(2.) There is a duty which the greatest owe to the least;
and there is also a degree of honour, which the lowest of men,
as reasonable creatures, or Christians, have put upon them by
God and this is to be regarded by those who are, as to their
condition in the world, superior to them.
(o.) The meanest and lowest part of mankind, are, in many
respects, necessary and useful to those who are much their
superiors; and are to be regarded by them in proportion
And the performing the duties which such owe to
thereto.
them, is called an honouring them..
have, in another of the answers we are explaining,
IV.
an account of the honour which inferiors owe to their superiHere it will be necessary for us to premise some things
ors.
concerning the measure of submission and obedience which
inferiors owe to superiors, of what kind soever the relation be.
:

We

As,
1. When the authority God has invested superiors with, is
abused, and the highest end of all sort of government, to wit,
the glory of God, and the good of mankind, can never be attained, nor is, indeed, designed; or when the commands of
superiors contradict the commands of God, we are to obey
him rather than men. Acts iv. 19.
2. If we cannot obey the commands of superiors, as being
unjust, we must pray that God would interpose, direct, and
over-rule their authority, that it may not be abused by them;
or become a snare, or an occasion of sin, to us.
3. Though we cannot yield obedience to them, in those
things that are contrary to the laws of God, this does not discharge us from our obligation to obey their commands, in other
things, agreeable thereunto; since we are not to suppose that
the abuse of their authority in some instances, divests them of
it

in all respects,

V.

We

shall

now proceed

to consider the duties

which

in-

owe to their superiors. And,
Ic That of children to parents.
This is founded on the law
of tiatvire, as under God, they derive their being from them

feriors

and they are obliged thereunto, from a sense of gratitude for
that lov°, tenderness, and compassion v^hich they have shewn

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT.
to them.

&2i

Therefore the apostle says, that

this is rig-ht^ Eph«
and highly reasonable; and elsewhere,
well-pleasing unto the Lord, Col. iii. 20.
This duty

vi. 1. that is, equitable,

that

it is

includes in

it

They

several things.

sometimes to shew the regard they have to
respect.
Thus Solomon, though
his character, as a king, rendered him superior to all his subjecis
yet he expressed a great deal of honour by outward
gestures to his mother; v.heu she went to him to speak in the
behalf of Adonijah it is said, that * the king rose up to meet
* her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne,
* and caused a seat to be set for the king's mother ; and she
* sat on his rfght hand,' 1 Kings ii, 19.
(2.) They ought to be ready to do them any acts of service,
(1.)

al-c

them by outward tokens of
',

:

when commanded by
Thus Joseph obeyed Jacob, when he sent him to see

•which are not unlawful or impossible,

them.

where

his

brethren v/ere, and what they were engaged

in,

Cien. xxxvii. 13. and David obeyed Jesse, when he sent him
to his brethren to the camp of Israel, 1 Sam. xvii. 17, 20,

This service

is

required more especially of them, while they

by them, and not, by
compact, become servants to others.
(3.) Another duty which they ov/e, is, patient submission to
their just reproofs, design for their good.
Thus the apostle
says, "
have had fathers of our flesh, which corrected us i
*^nd we gave them reverence,' Hcb. xii. 9.
(4.) They are to attend to, and covcf^y with, their wholesome advice and instruction. Thus it is said, A wise son
keareth his father'' s instruction^ Prov. xiii. 1. and, on the other
hand, he is branded with the character of zfool who despisetli
it, chap. XV. 5. and it is farther added. He that regardeth reproof is prudent.
(5.) Children are to express their duty to their parents, by
and accordingly
at thankful acknowledgment of past favours ;
oiight to relieve them, if they are able, when their indigent
circumstances call for it ; and endeavour to be a staif, comfort,
and support to them, in their old age. , This is contained in
the message which Joseph sent to Jacob, when he invited hirrv
So wheri
11.
to come down to him into Eg>'pt, Gen. xlv. 9,
Ruth bare a son to Boaz, her mother Naomi's companions
blessed her, and said, He shall be unto thee a restorer of thy
Ife, and a nourisher of thine old age, Ruth iv. 15.
(6.) Children are to pay deference to, and, so far as it concerns the glory of God, and their ov/n future good, be advised, by their parents, in disposing of themselves in marriage, or
any other important change of their condition and circumstances in the v»'orld. Herein they acknowledge their authority
live With their parents, are maintained
jQQUtual

We

—

Vol. hi.

3

U

iatXi'

.
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as stiperiors, and the care and concern which it is supposed
they naturally have for their welfare, as a part of themselves.
Moreover, by this they pay a deference to their wisdom and
TJudgment, as being superior in age, and probably, in wisdom,,
as well as relation. And this ought to be done out of a sense of
gratitude for past favours received ; and prudence will, for the
most part, dictate as much, especially when they depend on
them for present, or expect future advantages from them.
This is also an expedient to maintain love and peace in families, which is oftentimes broken by the contrary practice. And
it may be farther recommended, from the laudable examples
hereof in good men ; as Isaac, who submitted to the direction
of his father Abraham herein; and Jacob, Gen. xxiv. who was
determined by the consent of Laban, chap. xxix. Many more
And, on the
instances might be given to the same purpose.
other hand, Esau's contrary practice hereunto is recorded in
scripture, as a vile instance of disobedience; which ivas a grief
sf mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah^ chap. xxvi. Z5. And it
was, doubtless, an argument that he had no regard to God or
religion.
is

not without some excep*

do not speak of parents

that are so far deprived of

Nevertheless, this obligation
tions

;

for,

[1.]

We

judgment, that they are not fit to determine this matter; nor,
[2.] Such as have divested themselves of the natural affection of parents, and entertaining an ungrounded prejudice
against some of their children, are endeavouring to expose

them to ruin,
These forfeit

that they

may shew more

that right,

which

is

kindness to others.
otherwise founded in na-

ture.

by refusing to comply with the desire of
judgment of the wisest of men,
Or, if
happiness, and the glory of God herein.

[3.] If parents,

their children, plainly, in the

obstruct their
they have no reason for their not complying, or the reason
given is contrary to the laws of God, or the common sense of
all impartial judges; especially if the affair took its first rise
from them, and afterwards they changed their mind, without
This, without doubt, lessens, or it may be
sufficient ground.
so circumstanced, that it wholly takes away the charge of sin
in the child, in acting contrary to the will of his parents, and
fastens the guilt
[4.]

The

case

on them.
is

vastly different,

when

applied to children

from being dependent on their parents, that
they depend on them. Nevertheless, in this ease, some deference and respect ought to be paid to them; and as it is the
children's duty, it may be their interest so to do; since we
can hardly suppose, that parents, who depend on their children.

v.'ho are so far
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would oppose

their happiness, in an affair that is apparentlycontrary to their own interest, if they did not think that they
had sufficient reason for it; which ought to be duly weighed^
that it may be known, whether their advice is expedient to be
complied with, or no. And if in this, or any other instance,
children are obliged to act contrary to the will of their parents;
they ought to satisfy them, that it is not out of contempt to
their authority, but a conscientious regard to the glory of
God; and that it is conducive to their happiness, in the opinion of the wisest and best of men.
2.
shall now consider the duty of servants tp their piasters.
This depends upon, and is limited by" the contract,
which first brought them into that relation, the not fulfilling
whereof, render^ them guilty of unfaithfulness. And it is no
less an instance of immorality, for them to rob them of that
time, which they have engaged to serve, than it is to take away
any part of their estatj. But more particularly,
(I.) Servants ought to behave themselves, in their calling,
with industry, being as much concerned for their mastei-s interest as their ov/n. Thus Joseph, though a foreigner, and ont
who does not appear to have expected any reward for his service, but a maintenance, served Potiphar.
In the like manner
]acob served Laban, though an unjust, severe and unrighteous
master. This may lead us to enquire concerning the duty of
servants, when their masters are froward, passionate, and unreasonable in their demands, which renders their service Y^ry
irksome and unpleasant but let it be considered in this case,
[l.] That, the master's passion, which is his sin, ought not
to draw forth the corruption of his servant; for, sin indulged
hy one, is no excuse for its being committed by another.
The apostle Peter supposes the case under our present consideration, and gives this advice ; Servants be subject to your
masters with all fear ; not only to the good and gentle^ but als<^
to the froward^ 1 Pet. ii. 18.
[2.] If the master's demands are unreasonable, the servant
must know the extent of his contract and obligation, which he
must, injustice, fulfil as unto Christy Eph. vi. 5, 8. And,
as for those services that are reckoned unreasonable, and not
agreeable to the contract. These, if demanded, are rather to
be referred to the determination of others, since persons are
apt to be partial in judging in their own cause.
There seems, indeed, to be an exception to this, in some instances, which we find in scripture, of the unlimited obedience of servants under the ceremonial law, which was not
founded in, nor the result of any contract between their mas
ters and them ; accordingly we read, that persons becan\r

We

;

—

servants.
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Isty Through poverty; by reason of which, they sold themIn this case there was a
selves for the payment of debts.
Jcind of contract, indeed; and the service to be performed
ought, (pursuant to the law of God and nature,) to have been

agreeable to, and adjusted by the value of the debt contracted.
2dy Prisoners taken in war, were treated as servants, and,
,as such, sold to others.
In this case, all the children that
were born to them, during their servitude, were the property
of the master; and these are called home-born servants, who
had not so much liberty allowed them as when they were
servants by mutual compact, as is most common among us; in
which case both parties are bound by this agreement.
3.
proceed to consider the duty of the members of a
common-wealth, or body-politic, to their lawful magistrates,
as the apostle says. Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers^ Rom. xiii. 1. Here we may observe,
This
(1.) The necessity and the end of civil government.
'^ili appear, if we consider mankind in general, as prone to be
influenced by those passions, which are not entirely under the
conduct of reason, and, if no check were given to them, would
prove injurious to societies.
may also observe, that God
has, in his law, ordained certain punishments to be inflicted,
with a design to restrain those corruptions, and to keep the
world in order. And that this end may more eflPectually be
answered, it is necessary, that some should be set over others,
to administer justice, in chastising the guilty, and defending
the innocent ; otherv/ise the world would be filled with con-

We

We

fusion, and men would commit sin \vith impunity; and more
resemble brute creatures than those that are endowed with
reason, and as such, capable of moral government; as it is said
when there zvas no ki7ig in Israel^ every ynan did that which
was right in his own eyes^ Judges xxi. 25.
proceed now to consider the advantage of civil governsnent.
It is in itself a blessing to mankind, when it does not
degenerate into tyranny. So that good magistrates are a great
instance of divine favour to a nation ; as the queen of Sheba
said to Solomon, Happy are thij men^ and happy are these thy
servants which stand continually before thee^ and hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God^ xvhich delighted in thee^ to
set thee on his throne^ to be king for the Lord thy God.
Because thy God loved Israel^ to establish them for ever^ therefore
made he thee king over them^ to do judgment and justice^ 2
Chron. ix, 7. 8. And it is included among the blessings of
the gospel-state, that kings should be their nursing fathers^ and
their queens their nursing mothers^ Isa. xlix. 23.
Such are
said, as David was^ to be raised up^ to fulfil the will ofGod^
^
'
Acts xiii. 5:3.

We

'^'

.

;
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Nevertheless, civil government rnay be so administered,
it may cease to be a blessing to the subjects.
Thu:i
Samuel describes the miserable estate of a people, whose kings
endeavour to establish their own greatness by enslaving and
plundering their subjects tak'ivg their sons and daughters by
force, to be their servants ; seizing thchjieldsj their vineyards
and olive-yards^ and the tenth cf their increase; which .vou'.d
oblige them to crij unto the Lord^ because of their opprcssic/i^
1 Sam. viii. 11,
And we have an inscance of this in
18.
Ilchoboam, who was herein as remarkable for his want oi
conduct, as his father was for his excelling wisdom, Hig
that

—

rough and ill-timed answer to his subjects, in which he gave
them to expect nothing else but oppression and slavery, issued
in the revolt of the ten tribes from his government, 1 Kmgs
xii. 13, 14.

From

this different

government, whereby
tion to the subjects;

That when

method of the administration of
it

rendered either a blessing or an

we may

that

civil

afflic-

infer,

which

is in itself a blessing, is turned
be looked upon as a punis-hment inflicted by God, for the iniquity of a people. Thus he says, I gave
thee a kiiig in mine ariger, and took him aivay in zorath^ Hosea

[l.]

into a curse, this

may

xiii. 11,

We

have great reason to be \vell-pleased with, and ta
government we are under, as not being exposed to the slavery that some other nations are ; who have
no laws, but ^vhat result from the arbitrary will of their prince
and who can call nothing they have their own. This should
make us prize the liberties we enjoy; and be a strong motive
to us to give due and cheerful obedience to our rightful and
lawful sovereign, and all magistrates under him, who rule ia
righteousness, and are a terror to evil doers, but a praise to
them that do well.
[3.] This affords matter of reproof to tl\e restless tempers
of those, who are under the mildest government ; which is administered beyond all reasonable exception, our enemies themselves being judges, who would confess the same, were they
not blinded with prejudice; which puts them upon betaking
[2.]

bless

God

for the

themselves to railery, instead of better arguments. I'hese are
reproved by the apostle, who speaks of some that walk after
the fleshy in the lust of unc leanness^ and despise government,
presumptuous are thcy^ self-willed^ they are not afraid to speak
evil, even of dignities^ 2 Pet. ii. 10.
This leads us
To consider the honour that subjects owe to their lawful
magistrates.
Accordingly,
1*^, Thev are highly to resent, and endeavour, in their several station^ and capacitii^s, to check the insolence pf those who
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make

bold with the character, and take the liberty to reproach
common conversation which is directly
contrary to the law of God ; that says, Curse not the king, no,
not in thy thought, and curse not the rich in thy bed-chamber.
For a bird of the air shall carry the voice; and that which hath
wings shall tell the matter, Eccles. x. 20.
2dly,
are to support the honour of government, by paying those tributes which are lawfully exacted. Thus the apostheir magistrates in

5-

We

tle says,

Render

custo?n to

honour,

whom

Rom.

to all their

to whom tribue is due,
whom fear, honour to whom

due ; tribute

custom, fear to

xiii. 7.

We

are to pray for a blessing from God, on the administration of our civil governors, that it may be under the
divine direction, and tend to answer the great ends of goSdly,

vernment, viz. the glory of God, and the welfare of the subAnd here I cannot but observe, that no one on earth
has a power of discharging subjects from their obedience to
their lawful governors, who endeavour to rule them according
to the laws of God and nature, and those fundamental constitutions that are agreeable thereto.
Therefore it is a most detestable position advanced by the Papists, that the pope has a
power to excommunicate and depose sovereign princes; though
it does not appear that he has received any such authority
from Christ, but herein intermeddles with a province that does
not belong to hira.
For princes do not receive their crowns
irom him; and therefore are not to be deposed by him. In

ject.

opposition hereunto,

That

it

may

be alleged,

temper of the blessed Jesus, and of the apostles, and primitive Christians ; who
did not encourage their followei-s to depose Heathen kings
^nd emperors ; but on the other hand, exhorted them to submit
to them in all things, consistent with the glory of God, and
t\\& good of mankind; not only for wrath, but for cojisciencc
1st,

this is directly contrary to the

sake, ver. 5.

The church has no temporal sword committed to her,
censures being spiritual.
Temporal punishments are
left in the hands of the civil magistrate ; concerning whom,
the apostle says, that he is the minister of God to thee for good.
But if thou do that xvhich is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not
the sivord in vain; for he is the minister of God, fl revenger to
On the other
execute wrath upon him that doth evil, ver. 4.
hand, when speaking concerning those, who have the government of ecclesiastical matters committed to them, he says.
The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God, to the pulling down of strong holds, 2 Cor. x. 24.
The arguments generally used by the Papists, to support
the cause of rebellion, and their usurped power to depose
'2.dly,

all its
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who are not of their communion, are very weak,
and most of them, such as may easily be answered; as,
1. When they allege the commission given by Christ, to
Peter, Feed my sheep, John xxi. 17. They pretend, that to
feed, is the same as to govern; and that this implies a power
of punishing ; which they suppose to be so far extended, as
magistrates,

that the bishop of Rome may depose sovereign princes, as occasion offers ; and that this power was given to Peter and his
successors, which the popes of Rome pretend to be.

But to this it may be replied ; that this commission given
by Christ to Peter, to feed his sheep, imports his feeding them
with knowledge and wnderstanding, and not lording it over
God's heritage. Thus our Saviour says. The kings of the
Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise
aiithoritif over them, are called benefactors.
But ye shall not
be so; but he that is greatest among- you, let him be as the
younger ; and he that is chief as he that doth serve, Luke xxii.
ii5, 26.
Moreover, their pretence that the bishops of Rome
are Peter's successors, contains a claim of what they have not
the least shadow of right to ; and is, indeed, to place them in,
Peter's chair, who are the greatest opposers of his doctrine.
2. Another argument they bring, .tending to overthrow the
power of the civil magistrate, is, that, as the soul is more ex*
cellent than the body, and its welfare to be preferred in proportion thereunto ; so the church is to take care of the spiritual
concerns of mankind, to which all temporal concerns are to
give place ; therefore its power is greater than that of the civil
magistrate.
Anszv. To this it may be replied; that this similitude doe;5
not prove the thing for which it is brought; and though it be
allowed, that the soul is more excellent than the body ; yet its
welfare is not to be secured by inflicting corporal pimishments,
such as persecutions and massacres ; which, to abate and encourage, is to cast a reproach on religion ; and it will tend
very much to weaken the interest of Christ in the world.
Moreover, the magistrate is ordained by God, to defend
the religious as well as civil liberties of his subjects ; which is
included in the apostle's exhortation; let prayers be madeyc;
kings and for all in authority ; that we may lead a peaceable
and quiet life in all godliness and honesty, 1 Tim. ii. 2. and
elsewhere we are exhorted, to submit to governors, as unto
thern who ate sent by the Lord, for the punishment of evil doer !>,
and for the praise of them that do well, 1 Pet. ii. 14.
3. Therft is another argument which they make use of, taken
from Azariah the priest's opposing king Uzziah, for intruding himself into the priest's office, in burning incense in the

temple.

Thus

it is

saidj in 1

Chron. xxvi. 16—18.

tha-t

'

when
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he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction. For
he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went into the
* temple of the Lord, to burn incense upon the altar of incense.
* And Azariah the piiest went in after him, and with him four* score priests of the Lord, that were vahant men.
And they
* withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It appertaineth
* not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, but
* to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn
* incense.
Go out of the sanctuary, for thou hast trespassed,
* neither shall it be for thine honour from the Lord God.' To
(Support their argument, taken from this scripture, they observe, that the priests, who went in with Azariah, are said to
be valia7it men^ and so ready to commit any hostilities against
the king. Azariah also thi-eatens him, when he tells him. It
should not be for his honour; and peremptorily commands him,
to be gone out of the temple.
This they suppose, is a flagrant"
instance of the power of the church over the civil magistrate,
in all those things that interfere with what is sacred.
But to this it may be replied j
(l5?,) That Uzziah's sin, according to the law of that dispensation, Avas very great, and against an express command of
God, who had ordered, that none should officiate in the priest's
office, but those who were of the family of Aaron.
(2dii/^') Azariah, and the rest of the priests, did not attempt
to depose him, but to prevent his going on in his sin ; which
"xvould not be for his honour, as the high-priest tells him. And
this he says, not ,in a menacing "way, as signifying that he
would inflict some punishment on himj but as declaring what
God would do against him., that would tend to his dishonour
*
'

for this sin.
(.3<//i/,) Though the high-priest, in God's name, commanded him to go out of the sanctuary ; yet he did not lay violent
hands on him, at least, till the leprosy was seen upon him.
Ver. 27. ' And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests
looked upon him, and behold, he v.as lepix>us in his forehead,
* and they
thrust him out from thence; yea, himself hasted
*
This
also to go out, because the Lord had smitten him.'
they did, because a leper was not, according to the law of
God, to enter into the c'ongregation, inasmuch as he would de*"

file

it.

He was not properly deposed ; but, by this plague
of leprosy, rendered incapable of reigning J and therefore ' he
* lived alone,' ver. 2t. 'in a several house, being a leper;
for
* he was cut off from the house of the Lord
and Jotham his
* son was over the king's house, judging the people of the land.'
This was agreeable to the law of God, touching the leper, in
which it is said, that ' all the days wherein the plague shall be
(Adhhj^

:

•SHE

him, he

shall
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*

in

*

lone, without the

camp

;

he

is

unclean

:
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he shall dwell aLev. xiii. 46.

shall his habitation be,'

It may farther be observed, that his son managed the affairs
of the kingdom for him ; so that the use which is made by the
Papists of this scripture, to give countenance to their doctrine
of deposing princes, is foreign to the true sense thereof.
4. There is one more scripture-example which the Papists
bring, whereby they defend their practice, not only of deposing, but murdering princes ; and that is in 2 Kings xi. 15.
But yelioiada the priest commanded the captains of the hundreds^ the officers of the host^ and said unto thetyi^ Have her forth
rvithout the ranges ; and him that follorveth her^ kill xvith the
sxvord.
For the priest had sazd^ let her 7iot be slain in the
house of the Lord. But to this it may be replied,
[l5?,] That Athaliah was plainly an usurper, not only by
reason of her sex, since a woman was not to reign over Israel,
or Judah
But she killed all the seed royal, to establish herself in the throne, except Joash, who escaped, being hid from
her fury,
an apartment belonging to the temple, 2 Chron.
:

m

xxii. 11.

{^dhj^l What Jehoiada did in deposing her, was not only
with a good design to set up the lawful heir ; but it was done
by an express command of the Lord, chap, xxiii. 3.
[Sff/;/,] Joash was proclaimed, and anointed, and universally owned as king by the people, before Athaliah was slain, 2

Kings
VI.

xi. 12,

We

— 14.

are now to consider the sins of inferiors againsf;
These are expressed in general terms, in one
their superiors.
of the answers we are explaining ; namely, neglecting the duties we owe to them, envying at, and contempt of their per*
sons, places, and lawful counsels and commands, and all refractory carriage, that may prove a shame and dishonour to
their government ; but, more particularly, inferiors sin against
their superiors.
1. In divulging their secrets; and that either as to what respects the affairs of their families, or their secular callings in

the world.

In mocking, reproaching, or exposing their infirmities.
it is said. The eye that mocketh at his father, and despi^
seth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it euty
and the young eagles shall eat it, Prov. xxx. 1 7.
3. In endeavouring to make disturbance or disorders in families, or the common-wealth, through discontent with their
station as inferiors, or a desire to rule over those to whom they^
ought to be in subjection.
4. Servants sin, in neglecting to fulfil their contract, or do
the service which thev engaged to pcrfoimj when they first en2.

Thus

VoL. IH.

3

X
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Or when they are only disposed ts
tered into that relation.
perform the duties incumbent on them, when they aie under
their master's eye, having no sense of common justice, or their
obhgation to approve themselves to God, in performing the duThus the apostle exhorts servants, to
ties they owe to man.
de obedient to them which are their masters^ with fear and
tremblings in singleness of hearty as unto Christ^ Not with eyeservice^ as men-pleasers^ but as the servants of Christ, doing the
will of God from the hearty

Eph.

vi. 5, 6.

Children sin, by being unnatural to their parents, who
refuse or neglect to maintain them if they need it, especially
when they are aged ; whereby they will appear to have no
sense of gratitude, for past favours, nor regard to that duty
which nature obliges them to perform.
5.

Quest. CXXIX. What

is

required of superiors towards their

inferiors P

Answ.

It is required of superiors, according to that power
they receive from God, and that relation wherein they stand,
to love, pray for, and bless their inferiors ; to instruct, counsel, and admonish them ; countenancing, commending, and
rewarding such as do well ; discountenancing, reproving, and
chastising such as do ill ; protecting, and providing for them
all things necessary for soul, and body ; and by grave, wise,
holy, and exemplary carriage, to procure glory to God, honour to themselves, and so to preserve the authority which
God hadi put upon them.

Quest.

CXXX. What

are the sins of superiors P

Answ. The

sins of superiors are, beside the neglect of the durequired of them, and inordinate seeking of themselves,
their own glory, ease, profit, or pleasure ; commanding things
unlawful, or not in the power of inferiors to perform ; counselling, encouraging, or favouring them in that which is evil,
dissuading, discouraging, or discountenancing them in that
which is good ; correcting them unduly, careless exposing,
or leaving them to wrong, temptation, and danger; provoking them to wrath ; or any way dishonouring themselves, or
lessening their authority, by an unjust, indiscreet, rigorous,
or remiss behaviour.
ties

Quest. CXXXI. What are

Answ. The

the duties

of equals ?

duties of equals are, to regard the dignity and
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tvorth of each other, in giving honour to go one before anoand to rejoice iu each others gifts and advancement, as
in their own.

ther,

Quest. CXXXII. What are

Answ. The

the sins of equals P

sins of equals are, beside the neglect of the du-

ties required, the

undervaluing of the worth, envying the
grieving at the advancement or prosperity one of another, and usurping pre-eminence one over another.
gifts,

Quest. CXXXIII. what is the reason annexed
Commandment the more to enforce it P

to

the fifth

Answ. The

reason annexed to the fifth Commandment, in
these words, [That thy days may be long' upon the land,
7vhich the Lord thy God giveth thee'] is an express promise
of long

life

and
mandment.
glory,

h 'WT^''
T

f

and prosperity,
their

own

as far as

good, to

all

it

shall serve for

such as keep

this

God's

Com-

which superiors owe to
Whatever circumstance of advance-

^^^ ^^ consider the duties

their inferiors.

ment one has above another in the world, this is a peculiar gift
of God, and should not give occasion to that pride of heart
which is natural to fallen man, which puts him upon casting
contempt on those who are below him ; much less should they
oppress others, who are in a lower station of life than themselves ; but should endeavour to do good to them, and thereby glorifj^ God. And, indeed, as every relation is mutual, and
calls for its respective duties, so that superiors

expect the duty which belongs to them, from inferiors; it is equally just an4
reasonable that they should not neglect those duties which they
are obliged to perform to them ; though they be of another nature, different from those which they demand from them.

Here we

shall consider,

The duty

of parents to children. This not only includes
the using their utmost endeavours to promote their worldly advantage, as to what respects their present or future condition in life ; but they ought to have a just concern for their
spiritual welfare, which is a duty very much neglected, though
it be incumbent on all parents, and will be performed by those
who have a sense ©f God and religion upon their spirits ; this
the apostle calls bringing- them up in the nurture (tnd adrnonition of the Lord^ Eph. vi. 4.
When children are first capable
of being instructed ; or Avhcu they first take in the knowledge
of common things j then it is the parent's duty tQ inspl into
2.

in

it
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them those things

that are spiritual.
It is, indeed, a difiiculfc
speak to them about divnie things, so as to lead thera
into the knowledge thereof ; and it requires a great measure
of wisdom and faithfulness in them. One of the first duties
that they owe to them, is acknowledging God's right to them,
putting them under his care, giving them up to him, hopmg
and trusting in Christ, that he will bestow on them the savmg
blessings of the covenant ol grace, and that in their early age
of life.
Moreover, since children soon discover themselves to
have a corrupt nature : This ought to be checked and fencecj
Since all habits of sin
agaiust, as much as it is in our power
are of an increasing nature, and though it be difficult to prevent them ; yet we shall find it much more so to root them

matter

to

:

out.

Now

that we may instil into the minds of children, the prin"
ciples of religion, as soon as they are capable of receiving instruction, let

it

be observed,

That parents must take great care

that they neither
speak nor act any thing before their children, which may tend
to corrupt their minds, or afford a bad example, which it would
be of pernicious consequence to them to follow ; nor ought
they to suffer those passions to break forth, which may render
(1.)

them mean and contemptible in the eyes of their children ; or
give them occasion, by their example, to indulge the same passions.
(2.) Thfey must take heed that they do not exercise severity
for trifles, or those inadvertencies which children are chargeable with, on the one hand ; nor too much indulge them in
that rncorrigibieness and profaheness which they sometimes
see in them, on the other.
(3.) They must separate from them all companions, or servants, from whom they may imbibe the principles of sin, and
oblige those who have the immf diate care of their education,
to instil into them the principles of religion, and, at the same
time, to recommend to them, the pleasure, beauty, and adv-antage of holiness in all, but especially in young ones.
(4.) The examples which we have, either in scripture, or
our own observation in the world, of those who have devoted
themselves to God, and been religious betimes, is to be frequently inculcated, for their imitation, with all the affecting
and moving expressions that it is possible for them to use, and
with a particular application thereof to their case ; and, on the
other hand, the miserable consequences which have attended
persons neglecting to embrace the ways of God in the days of
their youth, and the sore judgments which often ensue hereupon ; as it is said, His bones arc full of the ain of ycuth^ Job
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(5.) Reproofs for sin are to be given, with a zeal and concern tor the glory of <^iod ; and yet with that affection as may
convince children, that in those things, in which they are ready to think their parents their enemies, they appear to be their

greatest friends,

They, who have the care of children, ought to take heed,
do not lead them into, or give them occasion, to rest
in, a formal, or external appearance of religion, on the one
hand ; nor, on the other hand, are they to use any methods
which may induce them to think, that, a burden, or a reproach,
which they ought to esteem their delight and honour.
(7.) Those opportunities are more especially to be einbraced,
when instructions are most likely to be regarded by them ; as
when tiiey are inquisitive about divine things. This should
give the parent occasion to be particular in explaining them to
(6.)

that they

Thus God commands Israel, xvhe7i thy sen asketh thee
in time to come^ xvhat mean the testimonies and the statutes^ and
the judgments ; which the Lord thy God commanded youf to
them.

say unto him, we were Pharaohh- bondsmen, Deut. vi. 20, 21.
and so they were to relate to them those dispensations of providence towards them, that gave occasion to these statutes
which he had appointed.
(8.) Parents should let their children know, that their obedience to God's commands, will always entitle them to the
greatest share in their affection, that this may be a motive and

inducement thereunto,
2.

We

are

now

their servants.

to consider the duty

which masters owe

to

And,

(1.) They ought to recommend the good ways of God to
them, endeavouring to persuade diem to be religious ; and, by
their exemplary conversation in their families, whereby they
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, in all things, afiord
them an additional motive hereunto.
(2.) They should encourage religion in their sen'ants, as
For, as tlie one tends to their
well as diligence and industry.
advantage, to whom their service is due ; the other tends to
the glory of God, and the good of their souls, who are found
in the practice of

it.

Masters should endeavour

to instruct their servants in
And,
the principles of religion, especially if ignorant.
(4.) They should allow them suflicienl time for religious duties ; which, if needful, ought to be taken out of that time,
wherein they would otherwise be employed in their service :
And this they ought to do, as considering, that the best Christians are like to make the most faithful servants.
(3.)

3.

We

are

now

their subjects.

to consider the

This consists.

duty of magistrates towards
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endeavouring to promote their liberty, safety,
justice and clemency of their administration.
Thus it is said, He that ruleth over men must bejusty
ruling in the fear of God^ 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. By this means they
..will lay their subjects under ihe highest obligation to duty and
obedienc ; and the respect which they have from them, will
render the station, in which they are, more agreeable.
(2.) They ought to defend the rights of subjects, when injured, against their oppressors ; that they may appear to be,
as it were, their common fathers, to whom they have recourse
in all difficulties, and find redress.
(3.) They ought to encourage and support the common design of Christianity, by suppressing irreligion and profaneness,
and every thing which is a scandal to the Christian name, or
a reproach to a well-ordered government. This leads us,
II. To consider the sins of superiors.
These sia in their
behaviour towards their inferiors,
1. By pride and haughtiness ; when they treat those who
are below them, with contempt and disdain ; as though, because
they are not, in many respects, their equals, they are not their
fellow-creatures.
This discovers itself either in reproachful
(1.) In their

and happiness, by the

.

words or actions. Thus the Pharisees treated those whom
they apprehended inferior to them, in gifts or station, in the
church, with contempt ; so that they often made use of that
aphorism ; This people^ who knoxveth not the laiVy are cursed^

joHn
2.

vii.

49.

Another

sin of superiors

is,

when masters

exact severe

and unmerciful labour, beyond what is reasonable, of their servants, which is little better than the oppression of the Egyptian
task-masters ; who commanded them to make brick without
straw, Exod. v. 15, 16. and beat, and dealt severely with them,
because they could not fulfil their unreasonable exactions.
3. Sin is committed by those who, being princes, or gene-,
rals, exercise inhuman cruelty, contrary to the law of nature
and nations, towards their conquered enemies, when they have
them in their power. This David seems to have been charged with, as a blemish in his reign ; when he put the men of
Rabbah, after he had conquered them, under sawsy and under
harrows ofiron^ an4 made them pass through the brick-kihis.
Thus did he unto all the cities of the children of Ammon ; which
seems hardly justifiable by marshal law ; and therefore it must
be reckoned a faiUng in him j especially unless the Ammonites
had done something extraordinary, to deserve such treatment,
or had used Israel in the like manner, so that this might be
reckoned a just reprizal upon them, 2 Sam. xii. 31. /'
And to this we may add, that magistrates do not behave to
their piibiects, as they ought, and therefore commit sin, when
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they inflict punishment beyond what the law directs, or the
crime deserves. Thus small offences are not to be punished
with death, as capital crimes are, since the punishment must
be greater or less, in proportion to the crime. Thus (>od enjoined a certain number of stripes for some crimes committed,
which they were not to exceed ; zuhereby their brother would
seem vile unto them, Deut. xxv. 2, 3. that is, they would treat
him with a greater severity than the nature of the crime de-

manded.

when they take advantage on the necessiof the poor; in buying or selling, which is called, a g-rindthe faces of the poor^ Isa. iii. 14, 15.
5. Masters, or parents sin, in giving undue correction to
their servants or children, for small faults as when they neglect to perform some punctilio's, of respect, which are due to
them, with greater severity than they do, open sins against
God, or when they are transported with unreasonable passion
for trifles ; whereby they render themselves hated by them,
and provoke them to wrath, rather than answer the end of
chastisement, which is the glory of God and their good. This
the apostle forbids parents to do, Eph. vi. 4. And elsewhere,
he speaks of the fathers of our flesh chastizing us after their
own pleasure^ Heb. xii. 10. as being disagreeable to the divine
dispensations, and consequently not to be justified in them that
4. Superiors sin,

ties

m^

practise

it.

when they command

those things, of their
which they cannot,
in their consciences, comply with. And to this we may add,
their demanding those things which are impossible, and being
enraged against them for not doing them.
7. Superiors sin, when they surmise their inferiors have
committed a fault, which they resent, and punish, without suffering them to vindicate themselves, though they request this
6.

Superiors

inferiors,

sin,

which are

in

themselves

sinful,

This is to extend their
in the most submissive way.
shall now consiauthority beyond the bounds of reason.
der,
III. The duty of equals.
And,
1. They ought to encourage and strengthen the hands of one
another in the ways of God, which is the great end and design
favour

We

of Christian societies.
2. They ought to sympathize with one another in their
weakness, warning and helping each other, when exposed to
temptations, or overcome by them.
3. They ought to defend one another when reproached by
the enemies of God and religion.
4. To love one another, and rejoice in each others welfare.

And,
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5.

To withdraw from

to, or

the society of those

who

are a reproach

endeavour to turn them aside from the good ways of

God.
IV.

We

shall

now

consider the sins of equals

;

which they

are guilty of,
1. When they entertain unjust and unfriendly quarrels, contrary to that love, which ought to be amongst brethren.
2. When they affect, or usurp pre-eminence over one another; as Diotrephes did, whom the apostle speaks ofj who
ioved to have the. pre-emine72ce amongst them^ 3 John, ver. 9.
Christ's disciples themselves were sometimes liable to this
charge ; especially when there was a strife among them^ -which
of them should be accounted greatest^ Luke xxii. 24. which our
Saviour is so far from commending in them, that he reproves

them
3.

es

for
It is

it.

a great

amongst

those,

when equals endeavour to make breachwho are otherwise inclined to live peaceably

sin,

with one another. This is the wretched employment of talebearers, busy-bodies, make-bates, and slanderers, who delight
to raise and propagate false reports ; as the Psalmist supposes

some

inclined to do,

who

are distinguished from those

who do

not backbite vjith their tongue^ nor take up a reproach against
their neighbour^ &c. Psal. xv. 3. and it is reckoned one of
those things which the Lord hates, Prov. vi, 19.
4. They are guilty of sin, when they insult, and take occasion, to expose their brethren, for those weaknesses and infirmities which the)^ see in them, not considering that they are
also liable to the same themselves.
5. When they endeavour to ensnare and entice others to

This vile practice Solomon takes notice of, chap. i. 10,
and cautions those who are thus tempted against consenting to, or complying with them. We are now to consider,
V. The reasons annexed to the fifth Commandment, which
are included in that promise of lot\g life, to such as keep it.
It is enquired by some, whether this promise is to be applied
to none but the Israelites ; since there is mention of the land
which the Lord gave them, to wit, Canaan ? To which it may
be replied ; that though they might make a particular application of it to themselves ; yet it extends to men in all ages and
Accordingly the apostle Paul mentioning this Complaces.
mandment, and the promise annexed to it, instead of those
words. That thy days may be long in the land^ xvhich the Lord
sin.

15.

thy

God giveth

thee^ alters the

mode

of expression, that

it

may

be applicable to us as well as them, when he says. That thou
mayest live lo?ig on the earthy Eph. vi. 2, 3. This may give
us occasion to enquire,
1, Whether this promise be made good as to the letter of it,
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keep this Commandment ; especially since we find,
according to the common methods of providence, some
good men live but a short time in this world, when the wicked oftentimes live to a great age. That the lives of some good
hien have been short, needs not be proved.
Abijah, the best
of Jeroboam's family, in whom some good thing was found,
towards the Lord God of Israel, died when a child, 1 Kingfj
xiv. 12, 13. And Josiah, who was one of the best of the kings
that reigned over Judah, lived but thirty nine years ; for it is
said, that he ivas eight years old when he began to reign; and
ke reigned thirty and one ij ears ^ 2 Kings xxii. 1. And Enoch
to all that

that,

the patriarchs who lived before the flood, and was
in that he was translated to heaven, without
dying ; yet he continued but a litde while in this world, if we
compare the tim;; he lived here, with the time which men generally lived before the deluge; which was but three hundred a7id
sixty Jive years ; whereas, several others are said to have lived
above nine hundred years. And Joseph, who was the most
remarkable, for shewing honour to parents, and performing the
duties belonging to other relations, of any v.'e read of in scrip-

excelled

all

more honoured

lie lived but an hundred and ten
;
Whereas Levi, who had been a reproach

ture

years^ Gen.
to his father,

1.

2G.

and a

dishonour to the family in general, lived an hundred thirty and
ieven years^ Exod;. vi» 16.
2.
shall now consider, how such dispensations of providence may be accounted for, consistently with the promise annexed to this Commandment. Accordingly it may be observed,
(1.) That, when God takes his saints out of the world when
young, it is sometimes a peculiar instance of compassion to
them, in taking them from the evil to come. Thus Josiah died,
as was but now hinted, when young; but this was in mercy to
bim, that he might not see the evil which God would bring on

We

Judah
(2.)

for their sins,

They

2 iCings xxii. 20.

are, at their death, possessed of a better world,

So that were the matter referred
the best exchange
choice, they would choose heaven before the longest life, and the best advantages they can enjoy in this world.
(3.) Old age is not a blessing, unless it be adorned with
The hoary head is. Indeed, a crozvn of glory, if it be
grace.
found in the xvaij of righteousness, Prov. xvi. 13. but not
Good men are not destroyed by the blast of God's
otherwise.
which

is

to their

:

own

wrath, but gathered, like a shock of corn, when fully ripe; they
Thereare meet for, and then received into a better world.
fore the child dying in Christ, is said to die an hundred yearc
old^

Isa. Ixv. 20.

Vol, in.

">

V
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3.

We

shall

now

enquire,

how

far,

or in what respects,

wp

are to hope for, and desire the accomplishment of the promises
of temporal good things.
(1.) Temporal good things are not to be desired ultimately
for themselves, but as subservient to the glory of God.
And
long life in particular is a blessing, so far as it affords more
space to do service to the interest of Christ in the world.
(2.) They are to be desired, with an entire submission to
the will of God, and a resolution to acknowledge, that he is
righteous, and to magnify his name, though he deny them to
us, as considering that he knows what is best for us, and may
do what he will with his own.
are to desire that God would give us temporal good
(3.)
things in mercy, as pledges of eternal happiness, and not in
wrath. Thus the Psalmist says ; There be many that say^ who
Tvill shew us any good? Lord^ lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us^ Psal. iv. 6.
4.
shall now enquire with what frame of spirit we ought
to bear the loss of temporal good things, which we have been
encouraged by God's promise, to hope for. In answer to this,
let it be considered, that if God does not fulfil his promise in
the way and manner which we expect, in granting us temporal

We

We

good things

;

yet,

We

must justify him, and condemn ourselves; none
(1.)
can say, that he does not forfeit all blessings daily. Therefore

we are to say; let God be true, and every man a liar. He is
a God of infinite faithfulness ; but we are unfaithful, and not
stedfast in his covenant.

We

are not to conclude, that our being deprived of
(2.)
temporal good things, which we expect, is a certain sign that
we have no right to, or interest in those better things that accompany salvation ; as the wise man says, A^o man knowetk
either love or hatred^ by all that is before him^ Eccles, ix. 1.
are to reckon the loss of temporal good things as
(3.)
a trial of our faith and patience ; and endeavour, under such
disapfJbintments, to make it appear, that the world was not the
main thing we had in view ; but Christ and spiritual blessings
in him, v/ere the spring of all our religion.
5. It may farther be enquired ; what are those things that
tend to make a long life happy, for which alone it is to be desired ? It may be observed, that life is sometimes attended
with those miseries, which induce a believer to desire to depart, and be with Christ, as the weary traveller desires rest.
And it may be observed, that though, in the promise annexed
to the fifth Commandment, we have no mention of any thing
but long life ; yet the apostle, when explaining it, adds, that

We
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shall

have a prosperous

life

;
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without which, long

life

would not be so great a blessing. Thus he says. That it 7nay
he well with thee^ and thou mayest live long' upon the earthy
Eph. vi. 3. Now there are three things which tend to make,
happy.
Experience of growth in grace, in proportion to our
advances in age, according to that promise. They 'shall bring
forth fruit in old age ; they shall be fat and flourishing^ Psal.
a long

life,

(1.)

xcii. 14.

(2.) When we retain our natural abilities, and that strength
and vigour of mind, which we have formerly had. This some
are deprived of, through the infirmities of old age ; whereby
they may be said to out-live themselves. It was a peculiar
blessing, which God granted to Moses ; concerning whom it
is said, that he xoas an hundred and twenty years old when he
died; and yet his eye was not dim^ nor his naturalforce abated^
Deut. xxxiv. 7.
(3.) Old age is a blessing, when our usefulness to others,
our day and generation, is continued. Thus Joshua died
an old man ; but it was a peculiar blessing that he was useful
to the end ; for in the very close of his life he made a covenant
with the people in Shechem^ Josh. xxiv. 25. compared with 29.
and laid strict commands on them, to behave themselves towards God, as they ought to do.

m

Quest.

CXXXIV. What

Answ. The

sixth

is

Commandment

Quest. CXXXV. What are
Commandment ?

Answ. The

the sixth
is,

Commandment?
\_Thou shalt not kilW]

the duties required in the sixth

duties required in the sixth

Commandment

are,

careful studies, and lawful endeavours to preserve the
life of ourselves, and others, by resisting all tlioughts and
purposes, subduing all passions, and avoiding all occasions,
all

temptations, and practices, which tend to the unjust taking
awav the life of any ; by just defence thereof against violence,
patient bearing of the hand of God, quietness of mind, cheerfulness of spirit, a sober use of meat, drink, physic, sleep,
labour, and recreations, by charitable thoughts, love, compassion, meekness, gentleness, kindness, peaceable, mild, and
courteous speeches and behaviour, forbearance, readiness to
be reconciled, patient bearing and forgiving of injuries, and
requiting good for evil, comforting and succouring the
and protecting an^ defending the innocent.

tressed,

di.-
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Quest.

CXXXVI. What

are the sins forbidden in the sixth

Cotnmandment f

Answ. The

sins forbidden in the sixth Commandment are,
taking away the life of ourselves, or of others, except in
case of public justice, lav,'ful war, or necessary defence ; the
neglecting or withdrawing the lawful and necessary means
of preservation of life, sinful anger, hatred, envy, desire of
revenge, all excessive passions, distracting cares, immoderate use of meat, drink, labour, and recreations ; provoking
words, oppressing, quarrelling, striking, wounding, and
whatsoever else tends to the destruction of the life of any.
all

Commandment, we

IN explaining
To consider

this

I.

are,

the positive part thereof, or the duties renamely, that we should use all lawful endeavours

quired in it,
to preserve our own life, and the life of others ; and consequendy we should avoid all those passions, and other things,
which may afford an occasion to take it away, and live in the
constant exercise of the duties of temperance and sobriety, as
to what respects ourselves ; meekness, gentleness, and forgiving injuries, as to what concerns others.
In this Commandment it is supposed, that life is the most
valuable blessing of nature ; and therefore to take it away, is
to do the utmost mjury that can be attempted against us. The
valuableness of the life of man appears in four things.
1. It is the result of the union of the soul with the body,
which is the principle of those actions that are put forth by us
as intelligent creatures ; and therefore life is to be esteemed in
proportion to the excellency thereof; which, is the noblest part
of the creation, angels excepted.
2. Nothing can compensate or satisfy for the taking away
the life of man, how much satisfaction soever may be given
for the loss of other things.

We

may observe, that man, in this respect, is the subject
divine image
which supposes us to have a more excellent life than any other creatures in this lower world ; and
it is assigned as a reason of our obligation to preserve it. Gen.
3.

of

tlie

,•

ix. 6.

4. Life is given and continued to us, that hereby the most
valuable ends may be attained, conducive to the glory of God,
the advancement of religion in the world, and promoting our
everlasting happiness.
From whence we may take an estimate of its excellency ; and it contains the highest motive to
us, to yield obedience, to this Commandment.
This leads us to consider the means which we are to use,
to preserve our own lives, and the lives of others.
As to
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respects the preservation of our own life we kre not td
rush presumptuously into danger of death, without a divine
warrant, for that is to be prodigal of life.
We are also to exercise sobriety and temperance, avoiding gluttony, drunkenness, lust, and all exorbitant passions, which tend to impair

what

;

the health, as well as defile the conscience.
Moreover, whea
occasion requires it, wc are to have recourse to the skill of
physicians, and make use of those proper medicines,, that may
conduce to repair the weakness and decays of nature.
As to what concerns our endeavours to prest- rve the lives
of others; we are. to caution them against those things, which
would tend to destroy their health, and, by degrees, their
And we must also discover and detect all secret plots
lives.
;ind contrivances which may be directed against them ; and we
are to support and relieve those who are ready to perish by
extreme poverty; yea, though they were our enemies, Rom.
xii. 20. Job xxxi. i9, 20, 22.
are also to defend them
who are in imminent danger of death, Psal. Ixxxii. 3, 4. Prov,
xxiv. 11, 12.
Nevertheless, we must not use unwarrantable means, though
it were to save our own lives.
As, in times of persecution,
we are not to renounce the truths of God, or give occasion to
the common enemy, to revile, or speak evil ot them, to avoid

We

suffering for the cause thereof.
This was that noble principle
by which the mart^ rs, whom the apostle speaks of, were acted;
T/iei/ zvere tortured^ not accepting dtliverance^ Heb. xi. 35.
that is, when they were exposed to the most exquisite torments, and their lives offered them, in case they would deny

Christ, they

terms.

would not accept deliverance on

so dishonourable
any time, to tell a lye, or act that
contrary to truth, ttiough it were to save our lives.

Neither are

which is
This leads

To

\.e, at

us,

consider the sins forbidden in this Commandment;
and these are either the taking away of life, or doing that
which has a tendency thereunto.
1. It is unlawful to take away the life of another.
But this
is to be considered with some exceptions, or limitations.
(l.) This may be done in lawful wars.
Thus we read ot
many wars begun and carried on, and much blood shed therein,
by Go4's direction, and with his approbation and blessing;
upon which occasion it is said, that the war zvas of Gcdy I
Chron. v. 22.
Nevertheless, when wars are proclaimed^
merely to satisfv the prifle and avarice of princes, as in Btnhadad's war against Ahab, 1 Kings xx. 1. Cs' sc(j. or the Romans, who made war on the countries round about them,
merely to enlarge their own dominions, by ruining others ; or,
like those which the Devil excites, and Antichrist carries on
II.
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against the church, for their faithfulness to the truth, Rev. xii.
IT. chap. xiii. 7. these wars are unlawful; and all the blood
shed therein, is a breach of this Commandment.
(2.) It is no violation of this Commandment, to take away
the life of offenders, guilty of capital crimes, by the hand of
the civil magistrate; for this is elsewhere commanded, and
aiagistrates are appointed for that end, Deut. xvii. 8,
10.
(3.) It is no breach of this Commandment, when a person
kills another without design, or the least degree of premeditated malice.
Nevertheless, the utmost caution ought to be
used, that persons might not lose their lives through the carelessness and inadvertency of others.

—

(4.) In

some

instances, a person

may

kill

ment. But

own
Command-

another in his

defence, without being guilty of the breach of this

be considered with certain limitations ; as,
be only a design, or conspiracy against our
lives, but no immediate attempt made, to take them away ; we
are to defend ourselves, by endeavouring to put him that designed the execrable fact, out of a capacity of hurting us, by
having recourse to the protection of the law; whereby he may
be restrained from doing it, or we secured. This was the
method which Paul took, when the jews had bound themselves
with an oath, to slay him; he informed the chief captain of
this conspiracy, and had recourse to the law for his safety.
Acts xxiii. 21.
[2.] If there be a present attempt made against our lives,
we should rather chuse to disarm, or fly from the enemy, than
take away his life ; but if this cannot be done, so that we must
either lose our own lives, or take away his, we do not incur
the least guilt, or break this Commandment, if v»^e take away
his life, to preserve our own, especially if we were not first iu
the quarrel ; nor give occasion to it by any injurious or unthis is to

[I:] If there

la\vfal practices.

Here it may be enquired, whether it be lawful for two persons to fight a duel, upon a set challenge, or provocation
given ? In answer to which, let it be considered,
Ist^ That, when a war, between two armies, may be issued,
and the shedding of much blood prevented hereby, it is not
unlawful, provided it be by mutual consent, and with the approbation of those on both sides, who have a right of making
war and peace ; and if the matter in controversy may be thus
have a remarkable
decided, without tempting providence.
instance of this, in the duel fought between David and Goliah,
Nevertheless,
in 1 Sam. xvii.
Sa'/y, It is unlawful for two persons, each seeming too prodigal of his life, to challenge, accept of, and, pursuant thereunto, t6 endeavour to put an end to each others life, merely to

We
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This, though falsely called
render them vile in the eyes of God,
and notoriously guilty of the breach of this Commandment.
Here we may consider the wicked practice of those who
have obliged poor wretches, who were under their command,
This Joab and
to murder one another for their diversion.
Abner did, when they said, Let the young men arise and plat/
before us ; and everij one thrust his sxvord in his fellows side^
2 Sam. ii. 14, 16. There is also an unlawful diversion,
which, though not altogether so barbarous and cruel, is, in
some respects, a breach of this Commandment, viz. when
persons fight with, and wound one another, without design of
killing, merely to get a little money, while entertaining a number of unthinking persons with their folly ; in which case they
that fight, and they that look on, are equally guilty, Prov.
xxvi. 18, 19. Thus concerning the sin of killing another; we
shall now account for two or three difficulties that occur in
scripture, relating to the actions of some good men, who seem
to have been guilty of the breach of this Commandment; but
were not really so.
l-s^. It is enquired, whether Elijah was chargeable with the
breach of it in destroying Baal's prophets, which we read ot
in 1 Kings xviii. 40. wherein it is said, that he ordered that
710716 of them should escape ; and he brought them down to the
brook Kishony and slexv them there.
In answer to which, it may be observed, that it was not a
small inoffensive error that these phophets of Baal were punAnd thac the persons who
ished for; but apostasy from God.
were thus punished, deserve it, will appear, if we consider,
[1.] That, they were the advisers and ring-leaders of all
Israel's idolatry, and the abettors and principal occasion of
that violent persecution, which then raged against the Lord's
prophets, and true worshippers.
[2.] Had they only been false prophets, and not persecutors,
they were according to the law of God to be put to death,
Deut. xiii. 6, 9.
[3.] This was done after a solemn appeal to God, and an
answer from heaven, by fire, which determined, not only who
was the true God, but w ho were his prophets, and consequently
whether Elijah deserved death, as an impostor, or Baal's progtatify their o\vn passion, or pride.

honour,

will, in reality,

—

—

phets.
[4.] Ahab himself was present, and all his ministers of stat-",
who had a right to execute justice on false prophets; and, ir
is highly probable, that they consented to, and many of theni^

had an immediate hand in their death, which might be occasioned by a sudden conviction in their consciences, proceeding from the miracle which they had just before observed, o;
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from the universal cry of the people against them so that the
thing was plainly of the Lord, to whom Elijah brought a
great deal ot honour, and was far from being chargeable with,
;

the breach of this Commandment.
2diy^ It is farther enquired, whether Abraham's offering
Isaac was a breach of this Commandment?
This is proposed
as a difficulty by those who do not pay that deference to divine revelation, as they ought, nor cpnsider, that God cannot

'command any thing which

is contrary to his perfections; nor
obeying any command that is given by
him. However, that this matter may be set in a just light,
let it be considered,
[l.] That God, who is the sovereign Lord of life, may take
it away, when, and by whom he pleases.
Therefore Isaac
had no more reason to complain of any wrong or injury dohe
him, by God, in ordering his father to sacrifice him, than any
one else has, who dies by his immediate hand, in the common
course of providence.
[2.] Abraham could not be said to do this with the temper
and disposition of a murderer, which such have, who are
guilty of the breach of this Commandment, who kill persons
in a passion, or out of envy or malice, being void of all natural affection or brotherly love; but he acted plainly in obedience to God's command. His hand was lifted up against one
whom he loved equally to, or, it may be, more than his own
life, and, doubtless, he would rather have been, had God so
ordered it, the sacrifice, than the offerer.
[3.] This was done, as is more than probable, with Isaac's
full consent.
Hence some think, that his faith was no less
remarkable herein than that of Abraham. His willingness to

do

his people sin in

be

offered, evidently appears,

in that

Abraham was

in

his

feeble and declining age,

and Isaac in his full strength; for it
was not a lit.de strength which was sufficient to carry wood
enough to answer this occasion, which we read he didi, Gen.
xxii. 6.
Besides, if Isaac had resisted, none was at hand to
assist Abraham against him, and, doubtless, he would have
strove in this matter as one who desired to be overcome.
Therefore we must suppose, that it is so far from being a
breach of this Commandment, that it was one of the most re=
markable instances of faith in scripture; and God's design in
ordering him to do this, was, that it might be a type whereby
he woald lead him into the glorious mystery of his not spa'ring his own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and of his willingness to lay down his life a ransom for his people.
3f//i/,

of This

Some charge Moses with being- guilty of the breach
Commandment, in killing the Egyptian, v/hich we read
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of in Exod. ii« 1 1, 12. But, to vindicate him from this charge,
let it be considered,
[l.jThat the Egyptian, whom he slew, not only smote an
Ilebrciv^ as it is in this chapter, but he did it wropgiully, as
it is observed in Acts vii. 24. there was no offence given, nor
just reason for this injurious treatment, and to oppress or
abuse one that is in a miserable condition, as the Hebrews
were at that time, is an heinous crime in God's account.

Moreover,

to smite^ in scripture, is often taken, for to slaijf

not improbable, that the Egyptian slew the Hehe did not, it might be such an injury as deserved
death; which would have been inflicted in another manner,
had not Israel, been denied, at that time, the protection of the
law.
[2.] Moses was, at this time, raised up, and called by God,
to be a ruler and a judge, to defend the cause of his oppressed people ; and in this action he first began to fulfil his commission; though the people refused to own him, and seemed
to join with those that designed him evil for it; for which
reason their deliverance was put off forty years longer, while
he was an exile in the land of Midian, Acts vii. 24, 26. compared with 30. Now to slay a public enemy and oppressor,
and, as it is probable, one who had forfeited his life, and that
with a commission from God, to act as a ruler and a judge
over his people, cannot be reckoned a breach of this Commnnfilmpnt. Thus ronceming the violation of this Commandment, as including in ii the muidermg of our neighbour.
2. This Commandment ^s notoriously broken by those
who lay violent hands on themselves, which we have no instance of any good man, in scripture, that was ever suffered to
do, but only such who were, like Saul, Ahitophel, Judas, and
This is a sin which
others, of the most infamous character.
is attended with many aggi-avations ; For,
(1.) It is to act as though our lives were at our own disposal ; which are to be considered as a talent which we are entrusted with by God, to improve for his glory; and he alone
has a right to dispose thereof at his pleasure.
(2.) This argues, and arises from, the highest discontent
and impatience under the hand of God, which is contrary- to
that temper, which we ouglit to exercise as Christians, who
profess subjection to him.
(3.) It is contrary to nature, and that principle of self-preservation which God has implanted in us; and, indeed, ho
that does this, not only acts below the reason of a man, but
does that which even brutes themselves are not inclined to.
(4.) It is a giving place to, and gratifying the Devil, who
tiCts agreeably to his character, as a murderer from thiP-beginso that

brew

;

it is

or

if

(
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when he tempts men

ning,
once.

to destroy both soul

and body

at

(5.) It is presumptuous and bold to resolve, that whatever
measure of duty God has prescribed for us to fill up in this
world, we will serve him no longer. If marshal law punishes
deserters with death, is there not a severe punishment due
unto those who do, as it were, desert the service of God by
self-murder ?
Nothing is more certain than this, that if duty
be enjoined by God, the time in which it is to be performed,
is also fixed by him, and not left to our determination.
(6.) It is a rushing hastily into eternity, not considermg the
consequence thereof, nor the awful tribunal of Christ, before
which they must immediately appear, and give an account of

well as other sinful actions of life.
done with such a frame of spirit, that a person
cannot, by faith, commit his soul into the hands of Jesus
Christ; for that requires a better temper of mind than any one
can be supposed to have, who murders himself.
Here it may be enquired, since, as was before observed) no
good man v/as ever guilty of this crime, whether Samson did
not break this Commandment in pulling down the house upon
his own head, as well as the Philistines ?
this, as

>

(7.) It is

To

this

it

may

be answered,

That Samson's

life, at this time, was a burden to himhis brethren, a scorn to the open enemy, and
occasion of their ascribing their deliveranre tn th#^ir idol

[l.]

self, useless to

an

it would have bpen soon taken away by them;
which circumstances, though they would not, in themselves,
have been sufficient to justify this action; yet they might justify his desire, that God would put an end, to his life, and release him out of this miserable world ; especially if this would
redound more to his glory than any thing he could do for the
future, or had done in the former part of his life.
[2.] It plainly appears, that God, in answer to his prayer,
not only gave him leave to take away his own life, together
with the lives of his enemies, but he wrought a miracle to enable him to do it; and therefore it was a justifiable action, and
no breach of this Commandment, Judges xvi. 28, 30.

•and probably,

We

—

now

consider the heinous aggravation of this
sin, of taking away the life of another unjustly, and the terrible judgments that such have ground to expect, who are guilty
3.

shall

hereof.
(1.) According to the divine law, this sin is to be punished
with death, by the hand of the civil magistrate, Deut. xix. 11,
12.
Thus Joab, who had deserved to die for murders formerly committed, was slain, by David's order, by his sott
Solomon; though he sought protection by taking hold of the

i-
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horns of the altar, 1 Kings ii. 28, 29. Many other crimes
might be expiated by sacrifices, which God ordained should
be offered for that end; whereas, no satisfaction was to be accepted for this sin but the blood of the murderer. Numb.
XXXV. 31. And it is a matter of dispute v/ith some, whether
kings, who may pardon many crimes, by virtue of their prerogative, can, according to the laws of God, pardon murder,
without being supposed to extend their clemency beyond its
-due bounds?
(2.) God often gives up tho5e who are guilty of the sin of
murder, to the terrors of a guilty conscience, which is a kind
of hL'll upon earth; as in the instances of Cain, Lamech, and
others. Gen, iv, 13,—-15. and 23, 24.
(3.) Such are followed with many remarkable instances of
divine vengeance; so that the blast of providence attends all
their undertakings.
Thus David, after he had killed Uriah,
Avas followed with such rebukes of providence, that the latter
part ot his life was rendered very uneasy thereby ; and what
the prophet foretold was fulfilled, that the swcrd should never
depart from his house; that is, as long as he lived, 2 Sam. xii.
9, 10.

(4.) The judgments of God for his sin, are oftentimes transmitted to posterity. Thus Simeon and Levi's murder of the
Shechemites, was punished in the tribes that descended from
them ; who, according to the patriarch's prediction, were divided in yacob^ and scattered in Israel^ Gen. xlix. 7. And SauFs
slaying the Gibeonites, was punished in Divid's time, by a
famine occasioned thereby, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. And the murders
which the Jews had committed on the prophets in former
ages, were punished in the destruction of their state and nation ; when all the rig-hteoiis blood that had been' shed upon the
earthy came upon them^ Matt, xxiii. ZSt.
(5.) Their lives are often shortened, and they brought to
the grave with blood. Thus Absalom perished by the just
judgment of God, for the murder of his brother, as well as
his other crimes ; and in this the Psalmist's observation holds
true, that bloody and deceitful men shall not live cut half their

days, Psal.

That

Iv.

We are now to
Commandment may

23.

consider,

be broken otherwise than
by the taking away the life of our neighbour. It may bt^
committed by a person in his heart, when he has not an opportunity to execute his malicious designs ; or is afraid to do
it, because of the punishment from men, which will ensu<-.
Thus the apostle says. Whosoever hatcth his brother^ is a murOf this we have ?n instance in wicked
dercry 1 John iii. 15.
Ahab; who hated Micajah, because he prophesied not good
And, it i\ more
concerning him, but etiA I K.ings xxii, 9
4.

this
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than probable, that this hatred would have broke forth iuta
murder, could he have laid hold on the least shadow or pretence that might have put a colour on so vile an action. And
Jezebel was guilty of this sin, who threatened to murder the
prophet Elijah, chap. xix. 2. and the Jews, who were filled
%viih malice against our Saviour; for which reason they would
have put him to death at that time ; but they feared the people,
JVIark

xi.

18.

And

as this

is

a sin that reigns in wicked

rien, there are some instances hereof even in good men. Thus
David carried his resentment too far against Nabal, though a
churlish and ungrateful man, when he resolved, in his passion,
not only to take away his life, which was an unjustifiable action, but to destroy the

whole family, the innocent with the

Sam. xxv, 21, S2. and he was sensible of his sin in
this passionate resolution, which occasioned his blessing God
for his preventing it, by Abigail's prudent management.
There is another instance of sinful and vinaccountable pasguilty,

1

sion, that cannot be excused from a degree of heart-murder in
Jonah; who was very angry because God was gracious, and
spared Nineveh, on their repentance; and in this fit of passion,
he desires that God would take away his life, justifies his
anger, and, as it were, dares him to cut him off; which was
And all this
as bad a frame as ever any good man was in.
took its rise from pride, lest some should think him a false
prophet, who did not rightly distinguish between what God
might do, and would have done, had they not repented, and
what he determined to do, namely, to give them repentance,
and so to spare them. I say, rather than be counted a false
prophet, which, it may be, was a groundless surmise, he was
angry with God for sparing it, Jonah iv. 1 4.
Here it will be enquired, whether all anger is sinful, or a
breach of this Commandment ? To which it may be answered,
That since the apostle says, Be angry and sin not^ Eph. iv.
26. it implies, that there may be anger which is not sinful;
but, on the other hand, may rather be styled, a zeal for God.
Of this kind was that anger which our Saviour expresse-d
against the Scribes and Pharisees, when he calls them serpents,,
a generation of vipers^ Matt, xxiii. 33. and when he whipped
the buyers and sellers out of the temple ; on which occasion it
is said. The zeal of thine house hath eaten me tip-, John ii. 15,

—

And the apostle reproved Elym.as the sorcerer^ who en17.
deavoured to turn azvcy the deputy from thefaith^ with words
that seemed full of anger; when he addressed himself to him
in this manner; O full of ail svbtiltij, and all mischief thou
child cf the Devil, thou enemy cf all righteousness; lyilt thou
not cease to pervert the right ivays of the Lord? Acts xiii.
iQ.

And

Peter could not reprove that vile hypocrite Simor.

THE SIXTH COilMANDMEKT.

,V4t>

Magus, when he offered to purchase the conferting^ the Holy
Ghost, without expressing some anger and resenimerit, as the
cause required, when he says, Tky money perish with thee^
&c. chap. viii. 20, 21. yet-that he might let him know that it
was only ztal to God that provoked his anger, he gives hinx
friendly advice to repent of this his wickedness, ver. 22.
From v/hcnce we mav take occason to enquire,
(1.) What is the difference between sinful anger or passiou^
and an holy zeal for God ?
{!.] An holy zeal for God, leads us rightly to distinguish
between the person reproved, and his actions, that give us oc-casion for it; so that we hate the sin, but not «he perscfti that
commits it. Thus the Psalmist says, I hate the work of them
that turn asidc^ Psal. ci. 3.
But sinful anger is principally di^
rected against the person with whom we are offended.
.
[2.] The honour of God is^ the only motive that excites holy*,
zeal; but pride or evil surmise, is generally the occasion of
sinful anger.
Thus Jehu's executing the vengeance of God,
in cutting off Ahab's wicked family, was right, as to the matter
of it; yet it. had a great mixture of ambition, pride, and pri"\'atc hatred of them, as those whom he thought would stand
in competition with him for the crown; and for this action he
also desires the applause and esteem of the people ; and there*
fore says to Jonadab, Come xvith me^ arid, see mi/ zeal for the
Lord^ 2 Kings x. 16. so that the one is attended with many
6ther graces, the other with many sins.
[3.] Holy r.cal for f^od inclinefi ug to express anger against
his enemies, with sorrow and reluctancy, as being grieved for
their sin, gmd at the same time desiring their reformation and
salvation; but sinful anger meditates revenge, is restless till it
has accomplished it, Pro v. iv. 16. and pleased with having
opportunities of executing it.
[4.] Holy zeal sets aside, or is not much concerned abou?.
jnjuries^^as directed against ourselves; but as they reflect diss
lionour on the name of God, or are prejudicial to his interest
in the world.
With this view it was that David says concerning Edom, Happy shall he be that daskcih thy little ones against
the stones^ Psal. cxxxvii. 9. when at the same time, he pro
fesses, that it was for Jerusalem's sake that he desired the
ruin of his enemies, and not his own; for he savs, that he preferred yeriisalem above his chiefjoy ^ ver. 6. Whereas, on the
other hand, sinful anger designs or wishes evil to others, to
promote our own interest and advantage.
shall now consider the aggravations of sinful pas(2.)
.-*

We

,iion.

[l.] It unfits a soul for holy duties.
Accordingly our Saviour advises his people, .first to. ^c reconciled to their brcihrtn.,
and then coyyie and ojfer their g-ifty Matt. v. 23, 24.
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[2.J If attempt to reprove sin, or persuade to duty, in pas^
sioh, it will tend to take away the force,..and hinder the suc-

arguments we use.
sorrow and shame, when reflected on
in our most serious thoughts.
[4.] It will expose us to Satan^s temptation's, and occasion a
multitude of sins ; therefore the apostle calls it, a giving place
to the Demly Eph. iv. 27,
[5.] The smallest injuries are hereby magnified, and our resentments exceed their due bounds. We do not consider, a?,
we ought to do, that the injuries done against us, are very
small when compared with the sins we commit, whereby we
dishonour Cod.
[6.] It is opposite to a Christian temper, and very much
unlike that frame of spirit, which our Saviour has recommended concerning loving our enemies. Matt. v. 44. and is also
contrary to his example, WhOy when he was reviled^ reviled not
cess of the

[3.] It will occasion

agaiuy

1

Pet.

As

ii.

23.

a stirring up our own corruptions, so it tends
to stir up the corruption of others, and provoke them to sin,
as one flame kindleth another, and hereby increaseth itself,
[r.]

it is

Prov. xxvii. IT.
(3.)

those

We

how we are to
who are addicted to

shall farther enquire,

whom we

converse with,

deal with
passion or

anger ?

We

are to exercise a calm, meek, and humble disposi[1.]
tion, bearing reflections with patience, an*! replying lo them

with gentleness ; especially when it is more immediately our
own cause, and not the cause of God which is concerned
herein.
A soft ansxver turneth away wrath^ chap, xv. 1. He
that is slow to wrathy is of great understandifigy chap. xiv. 29,
[2.] Let us take heed that we do nothing that tends to stir
of any. If a superior is disposed hereunto,
us prudently withdraw from him ; if it be an inferior, let
us reprove him with faithfulness; if it be in an equal, let us
take away the edge of it, by meekness, love, and tenderness
towards him, having compassion on his weakness; let us bear
injuries without revenging them, and overcome evil xvith good^
Horn. xi. 19, 12.
uip the passions
let

—
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THE

writings of this eminent divine are held in the highest
He is acestimation by the pious of various denominations.
knowledged to be one of the best advocates for evangelical
His commentary
truth, which the present age has produced.
on the scriptures has passed through three large editions in
this country and a fourth, larger than either of the former is
now preparing for press by W. W. W. in 3 vols, quarto, 7
the notes
dollars per volume, without any marginal references
following immediately after the text.
The work now proposed for publication is a most able and
elaborate defence of those doctrines which are commonly called evangelical, and which are by no means peculiar to ihr,
The bishop of Lincoln, published what he m'^s
Calvinists.
pleased to call " a Refutation of Calvinism," under which
proscribed and odious name," says the Christian Observer,
*'
he has attacked some of the fundamental points of that faith,
" which was once delivered to the saints."
" In this work of the Bishop," continues the Christian Observer, " he has greatly mistaken and misrepresented the sentiments and the persons he undertook to rt-futc, and in many

—

important points has maintained.. doctrines contrary to the declarations of scripture."
Dr. Scott, in his remarks upon this publication of the Bishop of Lincoln, most ably defends that systeni of religion,
which a great body of christians supposed to be contained in
the scriptures, from the uncandid and illiberal attacks of its
enemies, and obviates the unfounded objections which are so
The reviewers in the Christian
often brought up against it.
Observer^ after occupying about sixty pages of their miscellany
in commenting on the excellencies of Dr. Scott's " remarks,"
conclude their review with the following passage. "
can-

We

not, however, conclude this long extended article, without recommending the study of Dr. Scott's laborious work to such

oFour readers as feel interested in these discussions. It will
amply repay those who are willing to undertake and patiently
If it does not afford, what cannot be
to pursue its perusal.
expected from any human performance, a satisfactory solution
of the difficulties which must ever attend sorne of the subject's
of which it treats, it will be found to contain a large and valuable mass of observations on other most important theological
topics; and will, at least, leave on the mind of every unprejudiced reader a strong impression of the extensive scriptural

knowledge, the controversial ability, and what is far more
estimable than any other qualities and attainments, the christian moderation and charity, and the mature and vigorous
piety of

its

author."
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