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by reafon of the curfe ot God, it cannot fobe. N
“Three hundeedand 30. yeares after the death |

iof Chrift, the Icwes by the leaue and helpe
of iian the Emperour, went aboutto build |
againc their temple and city, but their worke /
was ouerthrowne, & they hindred by thun- |
der and lighrning, & earth quakes, and many

"ot them flaine thereby. Againe it may be faid,
that there i acity now franding that is called
Hierufalem. Ianfwer, itiseither Ierufalem
in her ruines,or the citie Bethara, fenced,and
walled by Elins Adrianns. Secondly, by this
itappeares, that the warresthat were made
heretofore tor therecouery of the Holy land,
and of Ierufalem , were in vaine. This en-
tcrprife was the policy of the Pope, that hee

" might the better fcat himfelfe in Europe. And

"there was little good tobe leoked for in the

i placethat God had accorfed with perpetuall

| de(olation. Thirdly, by this itappeares, that
pilgrimages made to thie Holy land,are fuper-
{titious. Andlaftly, I gather hence, that An-
tichrift thal not reigne inthe Temple at Teru-

, falem. Thisis buta Popifh fiion. For how

is it pofsible for him to fitin a Temple that is

Ivererly diflroyed, in fuch fort, that ftone

“doth not lye vpon {tone 2 Itisobie®ed, that
Antichrift fhall deftroy thetwo Prophets of
God inthe itse is which Chrift was crucified, 1

| anfwes,Chriit is as well crucified in his mem-
berssas in his owne perfon : and thus he was
and is ltill crucified in Rome; and in refpz&
of his members more crucified in Rome then
in Ierufalem,

Againe this defolation wasmoft terrible, 8
the tribulation thereof fo gteat, thatthe like
was neaer fince the beginning of the world,
Hiftorics written therof declare as much. For
the citie was at the fieftbefieged by the armie
of Titus Ue[pafianns, called the abhomination of |
defolasion , andit was withall compafied with

awall that had 13. caftlesinit, toco d

Of Gods

| finnes of the people: and i is dewided to the

free grace.

waywhen his wrath fhall fuddenly burne.
‘Touching this defolation there bee three
things done by Chrift. Fift,he determines i,
faying, Your houfe fhallbe lefe vanto you defolate,
Hence I gather, that there is a provider.ce of
God,touching things that come to pafle. That
is one point. The fecond is,that the difpofitio
of kingdoms, for the begirning, centinuance,
and end,is ot God.T be Gedof beauen(faith Cy-
vuts) hath ginenme allthe kingdorses of the world,
And Damelro Nebuchaduezzar , The God of|
beaisen hath ginenthee kingdome,power,and, {glory.
And the haud-writing vpon the wall in the
Gightof Belfhazzar,was to this ¢ ffc &, T hy king-
domne is numbred, for continuance of yeares: i
is weighed, and found light in refpeét of the

Medes and Perfians. This muft teach all good
{ubie@tsin England , to liftvp their heartsto
God,for the continuance of peace and prote-
@ionto this Ckurch and land.

Secondly, Chrift revealcs the defolation of
Terufalem, & that certenly:yea,he determines
the very particular time, This generation (faith
he) fhall ot paffe 1i all thefe things befulfilied,
And according to this reuclation and predi-
¢ion of Chrift, allthingscame to paffe. For
withinthe compaffe of 40. yeares after it was
deftroyed. Hence, Igather,that this Gofpell
of Matthew , and the reft, are the very word
of God; onthis manner. That which foretels
particular things to come certenly and trucly,
is of God: butthe Gofpels foretcll particular
thingsto come certenly and trucly , asin this
place we fee: therefore they are of God.

Thirdlyand laftly, Chrift labours to bring
the Icwes toa ferious confideration of their
punifhment,when he faith, Bebs/d. For he doth
asitwere take them by the hand , and bring
themto a prefent view of their miferie. And
thus he hath alwaies dealt with hispeople fro

the whole citie. Intherime of the fiege , the
Iewes wercopprefed withagricuons famine:
in which their food was old fhooes , old lea-
ther, old hay, and the dung of beafts, There
I died,partly of ti fword,and partly of the fa-
mine, elcuen bundred thoufand of the poorer |
fort : two thoufand in one night were imbo-
welled: fixethonfand were burned ina porch
s of the Temple:the whole cicy was facked and
 burnt,and laid leucll to the ground: and nine-
tic fcaven thoufand taken cuptives, and to be
applied to bafz & miferable feruice. This hor-
rible dcfolation mult teach vsto dread and
feare God, aud toyeeld vnfained fubie@ion
to Chrift. And as thePhalmilt faith, sokige
ske Sonne Jeft bebe angry, and we perifhin the

D of reftraint ofopen vices. Againe,the confide-

Deo gloria.

the beginning. Yea thus he dealt with Adam
before his fall, when he faid, 7fthon eate the
Jorbidden fruise,in dying thow fhalt die. This feri-
 ous confideration of deferued punithment , is
| of great vfe. It isan occafion of repentance to
‘ man. It isameancs, if not of repentance, yet

| ration of euerlafting punifhments, is a meanes
tomake vs patiently beare lefler croffes that

! befall vsin thislife. And therforeit wersto be
wifhed, that men now adaies would ferionfly
{peake and thinke of hell, and of the paines
therof.For then there would be more amend-
mentthenthere is. But this good is hindered ,
partly, by biindneffe of minde, and partly by
falfe imaginations , that the iudg and
punifhments of God may cafily be efcaped.
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. . .+ very good fiiend. .

7| Xperience teacheth, and it isa true conclufion propounded and prooued
~3| inthe Scriptares of theold and new Teftament , that as God in the be-
ginning by his omnipotent power eftablifhed the whole frame of the
heauensand the eatth,fo hebath in his wifedome dire &ted them,and al things
contained inthem, vrto one maine end, the manifeftation of his glorie.
Wherenuto, though cuery thiig created, by his appointment according
4] to thelaw of creation, and the principlesof itowne entirenature is, and
oughtto bee referred, yet among the workesof God, fome doe more prin-
cipally and direQly make for thac purpofe, as namely, man, whom God h;gh enc}ued_ with the
giftsof vnderftanding and knowledge , and in whom hee hathengrauen his owne 1mlage_m
righteoufne(lz and truc holineffe. Now if the Queftion be, how man being fallen from ; hat in-
tegritie wherein he wascreated, and haning brought a confufion vpon the whole worldby the
fall, fhould yet be fitted and framed for fuch an end. The anfiver js: thac Godwho is. aléle to
draw light out of darknefle, and to recific thingsthat are confounded, hath in great wife fom‘e
fet an order in mankind, which by certaine degrees tendeth direclyto the ad_uangcmentq " his
owneglory. Forin the firft place, hee would haue man to acknr.)wlcdge him his fouqrangpc
Lord,';nd'to ferae him immediately in the duties of faith and obedience.Secondly. it is his will,

that man beeing made a fociable creature, aptto conuerfe with his ownekinde, thoulddoe fer-
uice vnto himfelfe, by feruing of man in the duties of loue. Thl‘rdly, he would not that mcnlc.wn-
uerfing each with other fhould be as wandring Rechabites tyed o no certaine placcor calling ;

i iall afsig: to Adem in hisinnocencie, and
Gen 3, d therefore bindeth all men,both by fpeciall afsignement vnto is i >
fo ?;; particular commandement tohim and all his pofterity, to be confirmed within fome certaine ;
. ftate and conditionof life,in the family, in the common-wealth, orin the Church. Laftly, that
man thould vz the place and office afSigned vnto him by God,in a holy manncr,ﬁg?rffoiﬂ{l}ngthe :
3 L. e e T duties! ‘J
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ics annexed vato itin faith and obedience,and efchewing thofe vices that vfually attend vpon
:i:l:::n:l? all care and circumfpeion. In this manner,hath God difpofed the whole eftate of maa-
Kind, for the accomplifhment of the forefaid end,the honour and glory.of hisname. K
A’gain (tchis order, doc offend two forts of men. The firfk; ate fuch asliue in the boforae of
the Church, and are not ranged within the compafle of any calling or conditioh oflife, whérein
they might gaine glory vato God, or good vato men. Vnder thefe are comprehended all Po-
pifh Votarics ;as Monkes, Friars,8c. who haue beene iuftly copd_cmncd of auncient times for
theeues and robbers, becaufe lining apart from the common focicties of men, theyare neyther
the members of any body,nor maintainers of any of the three ftates before named. And to them
may be referred all wandring and ftraggling perfons, who hauing no fetled place of abode, and
being neither membersof any ciuil focicty,nor annexed toany particulat Chusch,or do the leaft
good vnto men. The liuesof thefe perfonsare fo much the more odious, becaufe they are like
the vnprofitable drone, that bringethnothing intothe hine, and yet feedes of the hony, tha is
brought in by thelabours ofothers. Another fort of men are they , who indeed arecalled vato
fome certaine conditionand trade of life,wherein they do walke,and yeeld fome benefit vato o-
thers; and yet chey are greatly to be blamed, in refpec of their want in the right vfe aud exercife
of their callings.” For though they may be skilfull and expert intheir Im3dc, yet they erre in the
maine point,in that they do net practifc their perfonall callings in,and with th.e generall. Where-
ason the contrary,the principall fcope of theirliues, ought to be the honouring of God in the
feruice of d the rale of dire@ion for theattai of that end, is nothing elfe buta con-
{tant performauce of thedaties ofthemorall law,in thgt very calling whereinthey be placed.
A remedy for thefeand fandry more corruptions, incident vato the liues of men, as alfo a
warning to thofe that offend inthis kind,the Author hereof;whofe memory is blefled, hath pre-
fented vatoour view,in the difcourfe following:wherin are handled atlarge, out of the word of
God,the differences and right vie of al callings whatfocuer.In pub.hﬁlmg wherof,I hane thought
'200d to make choife of your Worfhip,to whofe prote&tion, Imight commend the fame, and
that vpon thefe confiderations. Firlt,becaufe you are, and haue bin an ancient favourer and wel-
willer to learning,and leatned men,whercof among(tthe reft,our Colledge hath already had ve-
ry fufficient teltimony; for which it dothacknowledge you,by the name ofa louing and liberall
benefaGour. Secondly for that(in my knowledge) you were very lovingly affe@ted vato the Au-
thor ofthis Treatifc whilft he lined,hauingalwaies a reucrent opinionof his gifts, and wifhing
him incouragement in al his proceedings. Befide thefe refpeds,it ismy defire,by this dedication
to giue vnto you{o ftimony of a thankfull mind, fer yonr loueand kindneffe towards mee.
And thus craning your acceptation hereof, I take my leaue, andcemmend you, with all your af-
faircs,tothe grace and fauour of God.  Cambridge, Febr, 16. 1602,

Your Worfbips inall kindneffe. -

to command, T,P,

THE

CONTENTS.

1, What Vocation %,pag.750. cz;l.‘ i .'v}hmt} s fet 1. Whatcalling the firfpt Planters of our Chuy
|

ne. ches had? 766. 2.
1. Thecaufes of ewery calling, Efficsent ;1. and 2. What is tobedone , when entrance is mads !
frnall,pag.751.1. sntoa lawfiull calling with an euill minde,and ,
2 Two generall rules belonging to all cal-| - by euifl meanes ? 762.1.
* lings, 3+ Whetheraman maylawfully ofer bimfelfe,

1+ Whatfoener anyman dth, mnft bee done by
verene of his calling, and witbin the com-
paffecfit,pag. 91,2,
2. Euery man muftdoct he duties of bis calling
with diligence, pag.752 1.
17, The parts and kinds of Vocarion : which are
W, 752.2,

andmake meanes to emer into 4 saliing or
#n? 672.2.
4. Whether sman may enterintotwocakings
ALONCE0710? 76202, !
5+ Whether it be lavsfull o enter into two trades
atonge,orno? 763.1,
111, A good continnance ina calling, 764. 1.

1. Generallywhereof there be foure maine disties. - Where is fhewed: Farff,
1. Inagoation, 753.1. T What be the workes of acalling: viz.
2. Furtherance of the fatc of the Church, propers 764.1.
753010 Thofewhich 4re§ profitable, 7€4.2. B
3+ Scruing oneanother in loiie, 754 1. neceffaric, 764.2

Here two queftions are anfwered,
1. Whether workes of acalling , dune by aman
vnlawfully entred,be nullitics or nod 7651+

4. Walkingworthyof the calling, 774.2.
1 1. Perfonall, 54 2. whercof she rules are fine.
1+ Eucryone snthe Church,muft haue a perfo-
nall calling towalke in, 755 .24 2. Whether perfons baptir.m’b} Maffe pricfts,
2« Eucry man muft indge biz particular calling are tobere baptized?766.2.
wherein hee is , to bee the beft for bim, Secondly,
756.1. What is the vight manner of doing the dutics of @
3. Eneryman muﬂiay;nlge practife of bis per- calling : where are required two thiﬂg.r :
Jomall calling , with the practife of the gene- Eurft, Holintfe, ftanding ina double funiti
rall, 756.2. fication.
4 Such as bearc publike caliings, muft firft re- 1. Of theworkes,766.1.
[formethemfelues in prinare, 757.2. cthe word, o Efchew - ¥ C ouctonfueffe,

§. oA particulsr calling muft gine place to o i \which g ofvi-) 7682 5.
generall, when theycannot borl Sandtoge- | | 2.0f the ]g""f_’ di.- Jeess a5, ? ninftice 7702
ther, 757.2. warke, by veétion for T71 1.

Sorts, two, . (Trdﬂiﬁ'o Faithyyna.y

1. Thofe that make aficictic , 758.1. vertues, M%Lﬂl‘?,77lz.2°

2. Thoftthat preferne focicsie made, 758.1.
111, Theright vfé of encry particulay calling, Secondly,Conflanciesn two things :
758 1. which fbands n foure things. 1. Remooning of impediments,
1. A goodchoiceof a calling : whereof there bee %Amhirian. 7732
o

CPrayers 9731,

three Rules. ) Ennics 77414
1. Tochoofe anhoneft and a lawfiull caliing , Tmpatierice,774.1.

758.2. Helpes, 774.2
2. Tocheofe afitcalling, 758,2. 2. VJing of SV ocation,374.2.973.
3eHethat i fitted for fundry muft make choice Changes,776.1.

of the beft, 759.2.
11, oA good entranceimoit, 768. 1. wherears
anfwered 5. questions,

1V A good ending of the calling:which fands in
1. Agood Refignation,776.2.
2. A gaaa’ Acconnt,777.2.

SIf 1. Cor.!




e e s EE D!
; DTN

chapt.tothe 25. there are
two queflions handled.
Firft, whether a man bee-
ing called to Chriftianity
vncircumcifed, muit bee
circumcifed after hiscal-
ling. The fecond s, whe-
ther beeing abondman when he is called, hee
muft thenJeaue his calling. Now the fum of
the A poftles anfwer to the both,is laid downe
inthis 20.verfe : as if hee fhould fay ; let euery
mg» continue in thatcalling, wherein hee was
called vnto Chrift:thatis,wherein hee walked
and lived when it pleafed God by the minifte-
ry of his Gofpel,to cal himvato the profefsion

{of Chriftian religion. The caufe why 1 haue
| choten to fpeake of thefe words, is, becaufe 1
| meaneto inteeate of this pointot vocationor
|cauing ; confidering few men rightly know
how to liue and goc on in their callings, {0 as
they may pleafe God. Thereforeto proceede
in order,in fpeaking of this point; Firlt,T will
fhew what Pacation or (alfing is. Secondly, 1
will fer downe the pares and kindes thereof.
Thirdly,the holy & lawfull ufe of cuery mans
particolar calling : all whichi are in fome fort
i touched in the words of my text.
' For the firft: A vocation or calling,is a certasn
' kindof life , ordasned andimpofedow man by God,
for the common good. Firftotall I fay,itis a cer-
 taine condition or kind of life : that is , a certaine
{ manner of lcadit g our liues in this world. For
| example,thelife of a king is to fpend his time
| in the goucrning of his fubieéts, and that is his
jcalling: and thelife of a fubieét is to liueino-
| bedience tothe Magiftrate , andthatis hiscal-
tling. The ftuteandcondition of a Minifter is,
tolcade bis_life in preaching of the Gofpell
jand wordof God, andthatis his calling. A
| mafter ofa family, is toleade his life inthe go-
uernment of his family, and thatis his calling.
Inaword, that particular and honelt manner
tof conuerfatior, twhereuatocucry manis cal-
|led and fer apase,chat is(T fay )his calling.
Now in eucry calling we muft coniidertwo

1. Cor. 7. verlezo.
Let euery man abidein that calling, wherein
bee was called.

Rom the 17. verfe of this| A |tiensbecaufe euety manis to live ashe iscalled

of God.For looke as inthe campe, the Gene=
rall appointeth to cuery man his place and
franding; one place for the horfe-man,& ano~
thet for the foot-man, 4nd to euery particular
fouldier likewife , his officeand ftanding , in
which hee is to abide againft the enemie, and
therein to liue and dic : euen fo it is in humane
focieties : God isthe Generall,appointingto
cuery man his particular calling andas it were
his ftanding: and in that calling he afsignes
vnto him his particular office;in performance
whereofhe is to line & die.And as in a campe,
no fouldier can depart his ftanding , without
the leaue of the Generall ; no moremay any
man leauc his calling, except he receiueliber-
ty from God. Agaioe,ina clocke,made by the
art and handy-worke of man, there be many
wheeles,and euery one hathhis feuerall moti-
on, fome turacthis way, fomethat way, fome
goe foftly,fome apace : andthey arcall orde-
red by the motion of the watch. Behold here
anotable refemblance of Gods fpeciall provi-
denceouer mankinde, whichisthe watch of
the greatworld , allotting to euery manhis
C |motionand calling : and 1n that calling, his
particular office and function. Thereforeitis
true that 1 fay,that God himfelfe istheauthor
and beginning of callings.

Thisouerthroweth the heathenifh opinion

of men; which thinke thatthe particular con-
dition and ftate of man inthis lifc comes by
chance: or by the bare will & pleafure of man
himfelf. Secondly,by this which hathbin faid,
we learn,that many perfwading themfelues of
their callingsshaue for all this,no calling at al.
As forexiple, fuchaslive by viury,by carding
D | and dicing, by maintaining houfes of gaming,
by plaies and fixch like: For God isthe author
of eucry lawfbll callingsbut thefe and fuch mi-
ferable conrfes of lining, are either againft the
word of God, or elfe are not grounded there-
upon. And therefore are nocallings or vocati-
ons,butanocations from God and his waies.

Now as God is the author of euery calling,

! caufes. Firf}, the efficient andauthor thereof,
! Sccondly,the finalland proper end. The author
| ofcucry calling,is God himfclfe:and therefore
| Pl faich s s Godbath cadled enery men,les bim

watke,verfo17,8nd for this caufe, the ordead

manncr of liuing in thisworld,is called 4 Paca-

neth the calling it felf. And fecondlyhe impo-
Ufeth it onman called:& therfore I fay vocasion
Uis acersen kisid of life ,ordained & smpofedby G od.
For the firft,God ordairleth a calling,when he
preferibethand commandeth the fame,in,and

life,

| fo he hath two actions therein. Firft,he ordai-{

by his word : and thofe callings and ftates of]

>
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life, which haue no warrant fromGods wm’i : A 'and not the commion !—;ncd And that commen i
1 faying, Enery manfor bin[2lfe,and Godfor vs all,

lare volawfull. Now God in his word, ordai- |
|neth callings two waies. Firft by commanding ‘
iand prefcribing them particularly, as hee doth |
ithe moft weightie callings in the family
! Church,or common-wealth. Secondly,by ap- ]
\pointing and fetting down certain lawes aud
‘commandemeuts, generally; whereby we may
eafily gather,that he doth either approoue, or
not approoue of them, though they bee not
particularly prefcribed inthe word.
The fecond a@ion of God, which is the im-
pofition of callings, is, when he doth partica-
farly fet apart any man, to any particular cals
ling : and this muft be vader(tood of all cal-
lingsin the world. Now God deth this two ,
wates. Firft by himfelfe immediately,withont
the: helpe of any creatute. Thus in the begin-
ning was 4dsm called & appointed to drefle
the garden of Eden. Thus Abrabam was called
fromtheidolatric of his fore-fathers , and re-
ceived into the ‘couenant of grace. Thus was
leMofes called o bee a Prince cner the Irae-
ilites,to gaide them out of Egypt, into the pro-
itnifed land. Andin thenew Tefltament, thus
‘were the Apoftles calied to preach the Gof-
| pel. Secondly,Godcals mediately by meanes ',
| which beof two forts ; menand angels. Byan
!angel wasPhilip,beinga Dzacon,calledtobe 2
an Euangelift : and the fer or appointed cal-
ilings in Church and common-wealth , are ox-
|dinarily difpofed by men,who areinthis mat-
itee the inftruments of God. Aud theretore
menlwfally called by them , are truely called
of God.Thusthe Elders of Ephefus, called by
the Apoftles, and the refkof the Church, are
faid to becalled by the holy Ghoft. Andthus
we fee how God is the author of cuery calling.
The finall canfe or end of enery calling , 1
notein the lalt words of the defeription ; For
thecommon goods thatis , for the bencfite and
good eftate of nankinde. Inmansbody there
bedundry paits and members , and eucry one
hath bis feueralt vfe and office, which it per=
formeth not for it felfe , but for the good of
the whole bodic; as the officeoftheeye, is to
fce, of thz eareto heare, and the foote to goe.
Now all focietics of men,are bodies , a family
isabodie, and fois cuery particular Church
a bodic,and the common-wealth alfo: and in
thefe bodies there be feuerall members, which
are men walking in feuerall callings and offi-
ces,the execution whereof , muft tend to the
happy and good eftare of the reft; yeaof all
men enery where, as much as pofsible is. The
common good of men ftands in this, not oncly
thatthey liue, butthar they line well,inrighte-
oufhes and holinies, and confequently in true
happineflc. And for the attainement hercun-
to, .God hath ordained and difpofed all cal-
lings, and in his pronidence defigned the per-
fbos to.beare them. Here then we muftin ge-
nerallknow, that he abufeth his calling, who-
fozuer he be thar again@t the end thercof, im-
ployesit for himflfe, feeking wholly his own,

uery calling er honefk Lindeof life,
| Thus much of the defcription ot Puationin
i generall. Now before I come particularly to
j ntreate ofthe fpoci dzs of callings,there
|are two generall rules to bee learned of all,
which beleng toeuery calling.
| The firft: whatfoeuer any man enterprizeth
jor doth, either inword or dcede, he muft doe
[IL' by vertue of his calling , and he muft keepe
himfelfe within the compafle, limits, or pre-
cin@sthereof. Thistuleisluid downein thefe
wordes of the Apoftles: L:# euery man abidein
B ‘thatcalling;wherein he was called:the drift wher~
ofis, to binde mentotheir calling, & toteach
themto performeall their acions by warrant
|thereof. It isfaid, Hebr.11.6. Witkont fuithit is
{ impoffibleto pleafe God : and Whatfoeuer is rot of
fasth, isfinme, "W hat{deuer is not done within
ith: compafle of a calling , isnot of faith, be-
!canfe amanmult firlt have fome warrant and
word 0fGod toaflare him of hiscalling, 1o do
thisor that thing, betore he cando itin faith.
When the two brethren that ftroue about
their inheritance cameto Chrilk:& willed him
to makeagrcement bezweene them, Chrift an-
fwered, Luk.12.1 4. Whs made me a Indge or de-
aider berweens you? as it hee thould fay it is not
wichin the compaflc of mycalling: for I came
toaccomplifh the worke ot mansredemption,
and not to denide inhcritances: hereby gi-
uing vs to vaderttand, that cuery thingto bee
doncmuftbedoneby warrant of fome calling:
and fo long as men keepe themfclues in their
callings , they haue a promifc of protedion
from God,Pfal.ov.11. Heefhall giue bis Angels
chargeaucr thee,to keepe thecinall thy wases: that
is,folong as thou keepeft thy felfe wichin the
waies of thy calling, {o long fhall my Angels
preferue thee. The example of Dawid is wor~
thy our confidering, for hee depending on
the prouiderceof God, & walking in his cal-
Iling,had the protetion of God, when Saul
| fmotctwice athim witha fpeave: when he was
made a captain of a thoufid that he might bee
flaine of the Philitims:when Ascho! was pro-
mifed to be his wite for an hundred fore-sking
of the Philiftims : when San! commanded his
own feruants to kill him, when he fmot againe
athimwithafpeare : whenhe fonghtto rake
him in his owne houfe: when he followed him
ta Naioth in Ramah: when he wasabfent from
the folemne fealt made by Sawl: when the

| the inhabitants of the place : when Sanlperfe- |
"cuted himinthe defart of Maben. Contrari-

wife, whenany man is without the compatle
. of his calling,he is our of the way , ard by this
i meanes hee bereaues himfelfe ofthe proteci-

is wicked, and is dire@ly 2gaintt the end of e~

priefts of N\obwere flaine,85. perfons,andall | ;
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| onof the Almighty ; and lies open and naked
|to al the punifhments & plagucs of God. And |
{ifwe marke it well,the word of God fhewse- |
‘nidently to whatjdangersthey are fubiec, that |
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idoe any thing either withont or againft their
callings. Sampfons (krength lay not in his heire
‘(as men commonly thinke) but becanfe hee
went out of his calling, by breaking the vow
‘of a Nazatite,when he gauc occafid to Dalilas
‘to cut off hishaire,therfore he ioft his frength;
for God promifeth ftrength , but with a com-
mandement, that he thould bee aNazarite to
‘theend, Iud.13.5. When Saul wascomman-
.ded toflaythe Amalekites, againft his calling
he fpared Agag vpona foolifh pitty, and the
belt things ; and thereupon Samuel reprooued
him of rebel!i6 againft God, which wasas the
finof witchcraft,and for this very caufe washe
reiected of God frd being king ouer Ifracl. Jo-

bout by flight to fhake off the calling of God,
vut whé he comes to the fea, heistoffed by a
tempeR,and caft out of the fhip, and fivallow-
ed byafifh that God hath prepared for this
purpofe. When Peser beyond the limits of his
calling, would necdes warme him at the high
Pricfts fire, it coft him the breachof his con-
{cience ; for atthe very voice of a Damofel he
denied Chritt with curfing and banning. And
the Exorcilts in the A&s, that without foffici.
ent calling, tooke on them to coniure evill fpi-
Ivits in the name of Iefus, were ouercome by
the fame fpirits, & were faine to flic away na-
ked & wounded. Lna word,looke what iudge-
ments befall men, marke well the time and
circumitance thercof,it fhall be found;that they
are caft vpanthem by thehandof God, when
they ate forth of thir callings, which God
hath prefcribedthem to keepe. Therefore this
mafi alwaies be remembred & pra@ited care-
folly, thar wedeetake nothing inhand, voles
we haue firfk ranked our fclues withinthe pre-
cinéts of our callings.

The fecond generall rule which muft bee
remembred, is this: That Euery man muft doe
the duties of bis calling with diligene: & therfore
Salomon fai-h, Eccl.g.100 Whatfoener is in thine
handtodo,dv it with althy power.S. £ aul bids him
that ruleth,rule with dil:gence; and euery man
to wait on hisotfice, Rom.12.8. Aud leremy
faith,Jer.48.10 Curfedss be that doth the workef
the Lordnegligensly. That which Chrift faithof
!the worke ofour redemption , /t és meats and
drinkefor me todomy Fatherswill:the ame muit
cuery man fay in like fortof his particularcal-
ling. Of thisdiligence there be tworeafons :
firlt of al,the end why God beftowes his gifts
vponvs,is,that they might be imployed in his
feruice, and to his glory, and thatin this life,
Therefore Panl {aith, Redeeme the time: and
Chrift, Walke whils ye baue lighe, And againce,/
mnftde bis werkwhile st is day: For we fee trades
menand trauclers rife carly totheir bufinefle,
Ieft night ouertake them. Secondly to them
which imploy their gitts; more is giuen, and
from them which imploy them not, is taken
that whichthey haue: and labourina calling
isas pretions as gold er filuer. Heteupon hee

nas being called tc preach at Niniuie, wenta- |

that maimes a man, & difables him to doe the

A worke ofhis calling, by Gods law is bound to |
i giue him the value of kis labour, Exedie1.1g,

And to like purpofe our people hauea com-
mon faying, that an cccopation is as good as
lar.d,becaufe Jand may ke loft; but tkilland la-
beur in a good occupationis profitabletothe
end, becaufe it will helpeat neede, whenland
and alithingsfaile. And ontheother fide,wee
muft take hcedeof two damnable finves that
are contrary to this diligence. The firft is idle-
nefle, whercby: theduties ofour callings,and
the occations of glorifying God,arencgle@ted
or omicted. The fecond is {louthfulnes,where-
by they ar¢ performed flackly and carelefly.
God in the Parable of the hus-bandman, cals
them that are idle into his vineyard , faying,
Why fandyeidle allthe day? Mat.20.6. And the
fé:uaitthat had receined but one talent,is cal-
led an evill feruant,becaufe ke was flouthfull in
the vie ofit: forfoitisfaid. Thon cuillferuane
and flowthful, Mat 25.26.8.Panl giues thisrule
to the Theflalonians , HHethat wonld not lahonr,
muft not eate; yetfucha one hee would haneto
bee noted by a letter, as walkedinordinately,
Ard this he fheweth , thar flouth and negli-
gence in the dutics of our callings, are adifor-
der againft that comly order which God hath
fetin the focicties of mankind, bothin church
and common-wealth. Andindeed,idlenes and
{louth are the caufcs of many damnable finues.
The idlc bodies and the idle braine, is the fhop
of thediuell. The fea, if it mooned not, conld
notbut putrifie, and the body, ifit benot ftir-
red and mooued breedethdifcafes Now the i-
dieand flouthful perfon is a fea of corruption;
and when he is moft idle,Satan is leatt idle;for
then is he moft bufie to draw him to manifold
finnes.

Thus much of the two general rules. Now
follow the patts and hindes of Vocations: and
they are of two forts: Generall,or Particular,
Thegencrall calling is the calling of Chriftia.
nity , which iscommon to all that liue in the
Church of God. The patticular,is that fpecial
calling that belongs to fome particular men:
as the calling of a Magiftrate, the callingof a
Minifter,the calling ot a Mafter, ofafather,of
achilde, of a feruant, of a fubie&, ot any other
calling thatis common to all. And Pawlac-
knowledging thisdiftintion of Callings, when
he faith, Let exryman abide intha calling wher-
inhe is called, that is,in that particularand per-
fonall calling, inwhich he was called to beca
Chriftian. Of thefe two in order.

The generall Calling is that wherbyamanis
calledout of the world tobeeachildof God ,
a member of Chrift, & heire of the kingdome
of heauen. This calling belongs to enery one
within the compafic of the Church, not any
one accepted. Here I haue iuft occafion to
make a long difcourfe touching the calling of
men to Chrift and Chriftian Religion, but I
wilonly touchthe maine duties thercof, which
are efpecially foure. The firft is,the inuocation

of the name of God in Chrift. Whenas Sax;

2.Thefl.
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got letters from thehigh Priefts to perfecute
the Church,it isfaid by S. Luk. Aé#.9.14. that
herecciued authoritie tobind all thatcal vpon
the nams of God, P anl writing to the Church of
Corinth, calleththemembers thereof Saints:
|andfuch as call on the name of the Lordlefus, 1.
Cor.1.3. Bybothwhich placesthe holy Ghoft
would giue vs to vnderftand, that inuocation
isamaine duty which eucry Chriftian man is
to performe continually;and it containes both
prayer and thankfgiuing in the name and me-
diatien of Iefus Chrift. Andindeed by thisa-
&iona Chriftian is diftinguifhed and feuered
from all other fortsef men in the world, that
pretend deuotion or religion. By this it appea-
reth,howfocueral men do defircto bearethis
name, & take vato them this generall calling,
yetvery feware indeed true and found Chri-
ftians ; for not one of an kundred can rightly
inuocate the nameof God , thoughthey can
indeederepeate the words of prayer,yet they
wantthe (girit of grace,& fopplicatios,wher-
by they fhould aske grace in Chrilts name,and
gine thanks for benefits received. Thus many
bearing in fhew thename of Chrift, want the
power thereof.Nay which is more,not to call
onthe nameof God is made by the Prophet
Danid, the note and marke of an Atheift, that
| fasth in bis beart theve is 5o God, Pfal.14.9.

The fecond duty is,as much as pofsibly we
can, to further the good eftate of the true
Church of God. Itisindeede principally the
dutieof the Minifter, and yet generally itap-
pertaines toall; forasinmansbody, thecye
by fecing , theeare by hearing, tnetongueby
fpeaking, and eucry part by his properoffice
doth further the good of the wholebody : E-
uen fo , all that are called tobee members of
Chrift,muft as muchasinthemIyeth, procurc
the good of the whole miftical body of Chrift.
Dausdin thename of the whole Church faith,
Pfal.x12 69. Iwillprocure thy wealth,and pray
rf:ml;re peacacf lerufalems , they fhall prosperthas
loue thee. And after hee had humbled nmfelfe
for thetwogrieuous fins of adultery and mur-
ther, inthe end he praies to God to build the

llesof 1 For the building of the ta-
bernacle,the Iews brought free-will offerings
according to their ability. Some broughegold
and precions ftones,others filuer andfilke, &
fuch as had no better thing, brought rammes
skins, and badgersskins : euenfo,inthebuil-
ding of Gods Churchhis fpiritual cabernacle,
cuery Chriftian mul bringa free-wil offering,
he muft doe fomething cuen to the vemoft of
his power , to the building of Gods Church,
though his fervice be but meane. Though men
(as I haue faid Yfondly imagine, thatthis dutie
is proper to the minifters of the word; yet the
teuth s, it belongs not onely vnto them, but
to euery one that profcfleth himfelfe to bec 2
member of the body of Chrifts in whichre-
fped he muft,fo much as he can, procure and
f{;:rhet the good of the whole.

Herethen wee are to confider the meanes

whereby this dutie may bee done. Theyare
efpecialiy three. The firftis prayer,notonely
for out felues, but for the good eftate of the
whole Church of God on earth, To this effet
fpake Chrift to his difciples, when he faw the
Iewes like feattered fhecpe without a fhep-
heard ; Praysothe Lordof the harucft, that hee
would thruft foreh labourers intothe harueft, Mat.
9 38. And in that prayer, commonly called
the Lords prayer,we are taught to fay, Lez rhy
kingdome come: where by kingdeme is not onely
meant the kingdome of glory in heauen , but
the kingdome of grace , which is the happy |
and blefled condition of Gods Church on
carth. And therefore Pan! biddeth the Thef-
falonians pray,that Gods word may haue free
paflage and be glorified, 2. Thef 3.1,

The fecond meanes is, the worke of edifi-
cation , which Panl enioynes the Theffaloni-
ans: Edific one ano; her,x Theff's-11. Ard Saint
Indsw, 30, Edifieyour felues vpon your moft holy
\fasth, The Ciwrch ot God is a Temple made
withouthands, the foundationis Chrift ; and
cuery member of Chrift with all thatapper-
taine to Gods clection,are liuing ftones : tte
builders of this temple principally , are Pa-
ftoursand teachers, and not encly they;but all
Chriftian perfons generally, The cafe ftands
hereasitdid in the building of the materiall
temple, the principall builders wherecf were
fochascutard laid ftones, and wrought cari-
ous workes ; befides whom, there were many
others, whichthooghthey couldneicher cut
nor frame , yet did tacy iurther the buildicg,
cither by cargying of burthns, or naking of
mortar : euen {0 1n tiie building of Gods {11~
tuall Chutch, thoughal! cannor fquare ftones
like Mafons , norbuild as the Minifter doth ,
yet all without exception pertaining to the
Church of God, muit put their helping hands
to futther this building. And this may bee
done two waies:firft,hy vling all good mcans,
whereby we may draw our kindred, friends,&
neighbours o the loue andobedience of true
religion. This duty Paw! propoundeth to the
Corinthians in his owne example,faying: He
pleafed all men in althings,nos fecking bis awn pro-
fit bus the profie of many,that theymighe be faned,
1-(or.10.33. Secondly, this thing is done by
confirming thofe which are called, by often
admonitions,exhortations, confolations, and
all other like dutiesthat ferueto this end. And
by thefe duties may the meaneft perfon in the
Church of God,build or edifie.

Heere I may inftly complaine of the neg-
le& of this duty:for the cafc ftandst.usinthe
barren and fruitleffe age of the world:men are
fo farre from the duties of edificatio, chatthey
vie all meanes, rather to pull downe thento
build. Forhe that giues himfelfe bot tolearne
the duties of religion, and 11 fome fortto line
accordingly, is made a figne and a by-werd
among the common people, & alfoa wonder.
Andthis fhewes, thatthepradiife of thisdu-

ty of edification liesdead, whereto neucrthe-
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leffe we are bonnd , by vertae of generall cal-
ling.

'}(lz"hc thitd meanes of furthering the good
ofGods Church, is, to conferre the tempo-
rall blefsingsthat God hath beftowed vpon
vs according t0 our abilitie, to the good
thereof. Honour Godwitiothy riches , faith Sa-
lomon, Prouctb. 3. 9. and that is done efpeci-
ally, when they arc employed to the maintai-
ning and farthering of tiue religion , and the
worfhippe of God. There be other ends for
which God hath giuen riches , but this of all
is the principall. Yet alas, this dutie is but
{lenderly pracifed of fuch as carry the name
of Chrilt : for many of the richer fort fpend
a great part of their increafe vpon hawkes,
buls, beares, dogs, orriotoufly mifpend the
fame in fome fporting or gaming: and difable
themfelues to doe that good they fhould vn-
torhe Churchof God. And the meaner fort
now adaies fpend that they get in fincappa-
rell,and good cheere: and by this meanes the
houte of God is lefle regarded: for euery com-
mon man new adaies muft be a gentleman ,
andit is very hard fometimes for aftranger
todifcerne the mafter fromthe feruant : and
there is fuch excefle i all degrees, that now
tor dailyattire,the nobleftare theplaineft, To
thisdatie Imay alfoadde, that euery Chriftis
an parent, by vertue ofhis generall calling , is
to dedicate fomie of hismale children,as much
aspofsibleis,to the feruice of the minifterie;
if fo bechey banc gifts and inclinations of na-
ture fit for thatcalling.. And inthis cafe the
example of eAnns may bee a good diredtion
for vs to follow, who did before-hand confe-
crate Samuel her firltborne 1o the Lord. By
this meanes the miniftery fhall be continued,
Gods Church and religion maintained , and
his Gofpell publifhed trom age to age to the
end of the worid.

The third generall dutie of Chriftianitie,
is,that euery manfhould become a fernantro
his brother inall the duties ot lone. A Chrifti-
an is the freeft of allmen in the world. Forin
that refpeét heiis the childeof Godin Chrift,
he is truly freed from hel,death,and condem-.
vation ; yea,and in part from finne and Satary;
and that in this life:and yct for al this,he muft
bea feruant vato cuery man. But how?by all
the duticsef lonc,as occafion fhall be offered,
and that for the common good of all men,
Murke well the words of Saint Pawl, 1.Cor,
919. Though Ibee free from all men, yet baue 1
mademy [elfe fernant to all , that | might winne
themore, 1f it bee faid, this dutic appertaines
to an Apoltle, I anfwer, that Paslenioynes
it indifferently to euery man, Galat.s.1 3. Dee
| ye fermce one to another inloue, And for this
caufe the feruants of God are faid to bee #rees
of righreoufreffe , whofe leaues ferue for medi-
cine, and their froit for meate, not for them-
felues,but for others. Let vs therefore in the
feate of God bee careful tolearne this dutie-:

A

D

for thepractife of it is the fpeciall ornament

C | ffone were hanged abeus his necke 5 and bec were

of Chrifts holy Gofpel.

The laft generall duty is fetdowne by Saint
Panl, Eph.4.1 .Walke worthy that callingwherto
God hathcalledyox. Againe,Tisus 2.10,he bid-
deth feruants fo to carry themfelues toward
their mafters, that they may adorne the Gof-
pelof Godinall things: and he fets downe in
the words following, how men may adorne
religion by their profefsion:namely by dexying
vrgodline(Jo andwarldly Iufts, by lining foberly,
righteoufly , andgodly in this prefent world.
Inaword, thiscallingof Chriftianitie is the
moltexcellent calling in theworld , andhee
walketh worthy the fame thatkeepeth agood
confcience before God, and is vnblameable
before all men.

This dutie I commend to the meditation
and pra@ife of all men whatfoeuer ; we were
oncebaptized, and therin gaue vp our names
toGod and Chrift ; and wee are content to
heare the word, and recciue the Supper of the
Lord asapledge of his mercyand love. Wee
mult therefore walke as they to whom the
mercy and Joue of God pertaines. Chrift pro-
nourcetha woe tothem that gineoffence, Matth.
18.7. Andindeed it were better for any man
to beas farre vnder the carthas be is aboue it,
then by abad and loofe conuerfationto flane
der the name of Ged,whofe profefled fernant
hee is :and as Chrift faith, ¢ were bester amil-

throwneinto the bottome of the fea. As Danid
prayeth, Pfal. 119.39. Lord,take from me rebuke
andfhame.which 1 dsfeare,becanfethy indgements
aregood : {o rouft we pray, Lord take from me
rebuke & fhame,for thy Gofpel is good.And
that wee may eucrmore walke worthy of this
calling,, wee firft of all muft depend by faith
onthe prouidence and mercy of God at all
times. Sccondly, wee muft daily turne vato
him, by a continuall renewing of our repen-
tance. Thirdly, wee muft indeauour toper-
forme iew obedience in refpect of all his
commandements.

Thus much of the generallcalling common
toallmien as they are Chriftians, Now fol-
loweth the fecond kinde of calling,and thatis
perfonall. A perfonall calling isthe exccuti-
on of fome particular officc , arifing of that
diflin@ion which God makes betweenc man
and manin euery focictie. Firft I fay, it is the
exccution of [ome particular office 5 as for exam-
ple,the calling of a magiftrate isto executcthe
office of gouernment ouer his fubie@s, the
office of aminifter isto cxecute the duty of
teaching his people, the callingof a mafter, is
to execute the office of-authority and gouern-
mentouet his fcruants: the office of a Phyfiti-
on,is to put in practife the good meavis where-
by life and healthare preferued. Inaword,in
cuery cftate the pradife and exccution of that
particular office, wherein any manis placed,

1s his perfonall calling.
Sccondly I adde;, that it arifeth from

thatdiftin@ion which God makethbetweene

.. man
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manand man in euery fociety: to fhew what
isthe foundation and ground of all perfonall
callings. And it is 2 point to bee confidered
ofvvs,which I thus explaine: God in his word
hath ordained the focietie of man with man,
partly in the Common-wealth, pattly in the
Church, and partly in the family : and it
is not the will of God that man fhould liue
and conuetfe alone by himfelfe. Now for the
maintaining of fciety, he hath ordained a
certaine bond to linke men together , which
Saint Panul calleth the bond of peace, and the bond
of perfection,namely loue. Andhowfoener hee
hath crdained focieties, and tie bond of them
all,yer hath he appointed that there thould il
remaineadiftin@ion betweene man and man,
not oncly in regard of perfon, but alfo in other
refpe@s : forasthe whole bedie is not the
hand, northe foote, northecye, butthe hand
one part, the foot another, and thecyeano-
ther: and howfoeuer in the bodie one partis
linked to another,yet there is adiftin@ion be-
twixtthe members, whercbyit commeth to
pafie, that the hand istae hand, not the foot
and the foote, the foote, not the hand, northe
eye: foitisin focietics; there isa diftinction
inthe members thereof , and that in two re~
{pes: firftin regard of the inward gifts which
God beftowed on euery man, giuing to feue-
rall men fenerall gitts according to his good
pleafure, Of this diltin&ion in regard ofin.
ward gifts, Paxlintreatesat large, x.Cor.x2.
through the whole chapter, where he fhew-
eth tic diverfity of gitts thar God beftowes
onhis Church, and {5 proportionally in eucry |
focicty. Now looke as tic inward gifts of
men are feacred, foare the perfons diltingui- |
fhed in their faoictics accordingly. Secondlys,

‘| perfons are diftinguithed by order , whereby |

Ged hath appointed, that in cuery fociety '
one perfon fhould bee abouc or vnder ano-
ther; not making all equall, as thongh the
bodie thould bee all head and nothing elfe:
buteuen in degree and order, hee hathfeca !
ditin&ion, that ope fhould be aboueanother. |
And by reafon of this diftin@tion of men, |
partly in refpe of gifts, partly, in refpe& of |
order, come perfonall callings. For ifall men
had the fame gifts, and all were inthe fuu. |
degree and order , then fhould all haue one |
and the fame calling; but in aftnuch as God |
giueth diverfitie of gifts inwardly, and diftin- I
&ion of order outwarcly, hence proceede

|diverfitie of perfonall callings , and therefore |

Iadded, that perfonall callings arife from that |
ditintion which God maketh betweene |
man and man in euery focictic. And thus |
wee fee whar is a perfonall calling. Now be-
fore I come to intreate of the parts thereof,
there bee othier generall rulesto bee learned ,
which concerne all perfonall callings what-
focuer.

1, Rule, Enery perfon of euery degree,
ftate, fexe, or condition without exception ,
mult have fome perfonall and particulac cal-

A lingto walke in. Thisappearethplainly by the
i whole word of God..4dam fo foone as he was
icreated, cuen inkbis integrity had a perfonall

callingafsigned him by God: whichwas , to

drefle and keepe the garden. And after Adams
fall the Lord giueth a particular commande-
ment tohimand all his pofterity, which bin-
dethall mento walke in fome calling, either
inthe Church or Common-wealth, faying,
Gen.3.x9. [Inthefweate of thy browes fhalt thow
eate thybread, Againe, in the rencwing ofthe
law in mount Sinai , thefourth commaunde-
ment doth not onely permit labcur on fixe
daies,bur alfo inioynes thefame(as I take it )to
vsall.For Gods example is therc propounded
tor vsto follow, tht as he reited the feuenth
day,fo muft alfo we: and confequently, as hee
fpent fixe dayes in the worke of creation , fo
fhould wee in our perfonail callings. And S+

Paulgineth chisrule, Epb.4.28. Let him that

[Role ftoale nomore , but let him rather worke with

his bands thething that is good, that hee may hane

s gine tohim that neederh. Chriit the head of]

men, lined with Jofeph in the calling of a Cas-

penter, titl the vime of his bapeifime, and here-
upon it was that the Tewes faid , Zsnot ehis the

‘urpm:r the fonne of e Mary ? and after he was

l baptized,and wasasit were folemnly admit-

ted into tie office of a Mediatour, the worke

of our, redemption was then his calling, in
whichkeboth liued and died. Yeathe Angels
of God haue their particular callings, in that
they doe his comsmandements in obeying the voyce
of hisword, Andtherefore allthat defeend of
eAdam mult needes have fome calling to
walke in, eicher publike, or prinate, wnether
itbe in the Church, or Commou-wealth, cr
family,

Hence we may learne fundry pointsof in-
firuction;firft of all, thatitisa foule diforder
in any Common-wealth, thatthere fhould bee
{uffered rogues,beggars,vagabonds ; for fuch
kind of perfons commonly are of nociuill fo~
cictie or corporation, nox of any particular
Church: and are as rotten legges,and armes
that drop from the body. Againe, to wander
vp and dewne from yeere to yeere to this
end,to feeke and procure bodily maintenance,
is no calling,but the !ife of abeaft: and confe-
quently a conditionor ftate of life flatagaintt
the rule ; Thateuery one muft haue a particu-
larcalling. And therefore the Statute made
the lalt Parliament for the reftraining of beg-

B
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gars and rogues, is an excellent Statute, and
beingin fubftance the verylaw of God, is ne-
ucr to be repealed. i
Again:, hereby is ouerthrowen the condi-
tion of Monkesand Friars : who challenge to
themfelues that they liue in a ftate of perfe-
&ion, becaufe they line apart from the focie-
ties of men in fafting and prayer: but contrari-
wifc, thisMonkith kind of lining is damnable;

for befides the generall duries of_ falting and
praier,whichappertaine toal Chriftians,every |
manmufthaue a particular & perfonal calling, !

thar!
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ber of fome focicty and body.' And the aun-
¢ient Church condemned all Monkes for
theenes and robbers , that befides the generall
dutics of prayer and fafting,did not withal im-
ploy themfelues in fome othercalling for their
better maintenance. .

Thirdly, we leatne by this, that miferable
and damnable is the eftate of thofe that beeing
enriched with great linings and reucnewes,do
fpend their daics in cating and drinkirg, in
fportsand paftimes, not imploying themfclues
in feruice for Church or Common-weulth. It
may be haply thought , that fuch gentlemen
naue happy lies 3 but itis farre otherwife:

woman, is bound to haue a perfonall calling,in
which they muft performe fome duties for the
common good , according to the meafure of
the gifts that God hath be{towed vpon them,
Fourthly,hercby alfo itisrequired that fuch
as we commonly call ferning men, fhould
haue, befide the office of waiting, fome other
particalar calling, vnlefie they tend on men of
greatplace and ftate: for oncly to waite, and
giue actendance, isuota fufficient calling, as
common cxperience telleth s for waiting fer-
uants , by reafon they fpend the moft ot their
time in cating and drinking , fleeping and ga-
ming after dinner and after fupper, do procue
the moft vnprofitable members both in

ther their good maftersdie, orthey be turned
out of theit office for fome mifdemeanour ,
they arefit for no calling, b:in? vaable to la- |
bour; and thus they gine themf{clues cither to |
begge or fteale. The waiting man ot Cornelins |
that Centurions was alfoly calli: g a fouldier s
and it wereto be wifhed now adaics,that gen-
tlemen wenld make choice of fuch feruanrs
that might not onely tend on their perfons, !
but alfo tend vpon fome other conuenien: of=
fice. Itis good for cuery man to haue two
ftrings to his bow.

11, Ruls.. Enery manmuft indge that parti-
cular calling, inwhich God hath placed him ,
to be the beft of all callings forhim : Ifay not
finply beft , but beft for him. This rule is fet
forth voto vs intbe example of Panl, I haue
learned (faith he) in whatfocuer flate 1 am, 10 bee
contens andwell pleafed. The praife of thisdu-
tieis the ftuy & foundation of the good eftate
both of Churchand Common-wealths for it
maketh euery man to keepe his owne ftanding,
and to imploy himfelfe painefully within his
calling; but when we begin to miflike the wife
difpofition of God, and tothinke other mens
callings better for vs then our owne, then fol-

2,Sam,
1549

lowes confufion and diforder in cuery focicty.
When eAbfaloms a child, and {ubic& of king
Danid, was not content with his eftate,, buc
fought Lis fatherskingdome, and faid, O thar
Iwere indge among you : many contentions and
hurliburiws followed in the Common-wealth

bee agood and profieable mem-|A{ Zebede
e o Fiome focieny and body | the calling of Difciples, tut being inflamed

confidering cucry one, richor poore, manor | B

(el

not contenting tl with
with defire of honour and dignity fonght two
principal offices in Chrift his kingdom,which
(as they deemed )fhould be a civill and world-
ly kingdome. Hence arofe enuy and heart-
burning among the defciplcs, and furcher euile
weuld haueinfued , vnlefle the wifedome of
our Saniour Ciirift had cutthem cff. TheBi-
fhops of the Charch of Rome, not contented
with their Ecclefiatticall eftate, affc@edthe
hanour of the Empire : and by this meanes
brouglit hauocke and tuine vpon the whole
Clurch ; yea, the very firft family that euer
wasinthe world, feltcthe fmart of this euill.
(ain, becavfe he feared the loffe of his prima-
cy,whercby he wasto bea Pricft, Prophet, &
ruler in Adaxs houfe,aftc rhis deceafe,flew his
brother Abel And this may well bee gathiered
by the wuras cfthe text.where when Casn be-
gan tobeangry the Lord faid; [f thou dofp well,
there s remi[fion;if nos, fin lies asthz doore, Now
Casn mighe haply reply & fay 3 thisis well, bue
my gricie remaines,thac I muit loofe my righe
& dignity. Tothis God anfwereththus, in the
rext words ; And bis appetite fhallbe sothee,and
theu fhalt rule omer bim snamely, if thon deewell.
And fromtime totime, the greateft difcords
thachane falles out in the Church of God,
haue iffued fro this fountaine. And the fame is

Church and Common-wealth. Forwhen ei-

alfo true in the Common-wealth: hence come
treacheries,treafons,und feditions,when men,
not cortent with their own eftate and honors,
feeke higher places : and being difappointed,
growtodifcontentments, & fo forwardto all
mifchicfe. Thetfore in a word,the good eftate
of the Church and common: wealth, is when
cuery perfon keepes himfelfe 1o his owne cal-
ling. And this wil vndoubtedly come to pafle,
if we confider what be our callings; and that
weare placedin them of God ; and therefore
iudge them to be thebeftcallingsof all for vs.
411, Rule. Euvery man muft joyne the pra-
&ifeot his perfonali calling, withthe practife
of the generall calling of Chritianity, before
| defcribed. More plainely: Euery particular cal-
ling muft be pra&ifed in , & withthe gencrall
calling of a Chrifti:n. It isnot fufficient fora
man in the congr«gation, and in common con-
nerfation, tobee a Chriftian, but in his very
perfonall calling, he muft fhew himfelfe to be
fo. As for example. A Magiftrate muft not
onely in generalibe a Chriftian, ascuery man
is, buthe muft bea Chriftian Magiftrate, in
executingthe office of a Magiftrate inbearing
the fiword. A malterof a family, moft not one-
ly bea Chriftian abroad in the towne, and in
the congregation, in the fight of ftrangers, but
alfo in the adminiftration and regiment of his
particular family, towards wifc, children, and
ferpants. Itisnot enoughfor 2 woman to be
vertuous openly to firangers; tut her vertue
mult privately fhew it felfe in her fubic&ion
and obedicnce to her owne husband. A

Schoolemafter muft not onely be a Chriftian

Jof the Iewesall his daies. And the fonnes of

m
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inthe aflembly , when hee heareth the word,
and receincth the Sacraments,but he maft al-
1o fhew himfelfeto bee a Chriftian inthe of-
fice of teaching, And thus muft eucry man be-
haue himfelfe in bis particular calling:becaufe
theparticular calling & pradtife ofthe duties
thereof , feucred from the forefaid generall
calling , isnothing elfe but a pracifeof iniu-
flice and profanenes. And the generall calling
of Chriftianitic, without the practife of fome
particular calling,is nothing els,but the forme
ofgodlinefle,withoutthe power thereof: And
therefore both callings muft be ioyned, as bo-
dy and foule are ioyned ina living man. And
that wee may the better ioyne both our cal-
lings together , wee muft confider the maine
endofour lives, and that is, to ferue God in
the feruing of men in the workes of our cal-
lings. God,as he made man,{o can he preferue
man,without the helpe of man: but his plea-
fure is,that men fhould be his iuftruments, for
thegood of one another. For this caufe hath
he ordained the exceliét office of Magiftrares
& Minifters, andalmott an infinize variety of
trades of life,ali tending to preferue the body
or fonle,or both. Thus God manifefts his fa-
therly care ouer vs by theimployment of men
inhis fervice,according to their feverall voca-
tions,forour good : andthere is not fo much
as the vaffall or bond-man ; but he muft ferue
God by feruing his maftet : as Pan/teacheth;

things. The firlt, that they profane their liues
& callings thatimploy them to get honours,
pleafures, profits, worldly commodiries,&c.
for thus wee live to another end then God
hath appoinred, and thus we ferue our felues,
& confequently,neither God,not man. Seme
man will fay perchance; What, muft we not
labour inour callings, to maintaine our fami-
lies? I anfwer; this muft be dove: but thisis
not the fcope and end of our liues. The true
end of our liuesis,to do fervice 5o God, in fer-
uing of man:and for a recompence of this fer-
vice , Ged fends his blefsings on mens tra-
uailes, and he allowes them to take for their
labours.Secondly,by this we learne,how men
of meane place & calling, may comfortthem-
felues. Letthem confider , that in feruing of
men, by performance of poore and bafe du-
ties they ferue God : and therefore that their
fervice is not bafe in his fight : & though their
reward from men be little, yet the reward at
Gods hand, fhall not be wanting. For fecing
they ferue God in feruing of men, they may
inftly looke for reward from both. And thus
may we rcape marucilous contentation in any
kind of calling, thoughit be but to fweepe the
houfe, or keepe fheepe, if we can thusin pra-
&ife, voite our callings.

Bythis rule may any manrightly iudge of
himfclfe & others. For wherefocuer thefe two
callings are feuered , whatfoeuer is in thew,
thereisnothing in fubftance. And by this alfo

And by this one point, wee may lvatne two C

A | of many men,who fhew themfelues ready and
willing to heare theword of God ; yea, they
approoue it,reccine the Sacraments, and pro-
tefle themfelues to bee members of Chrift;
and all tiefe bee good dutiesof thefirft and
generall calling: but goe on further ,and looke
into their particular callifgs , there fhall you
find nothing lefle,there is al out of order;fome
bee viarers and oppreflors, fome ingroffers,
fome vie falfe weightsand meafures, fome ly-
ingand fwearing,fome are loofe & lafciuionss
It may be, fuch perfons refolue themfelues
thatall is well, when they doe tome duties of |
their generall calling : butwhereas tiiey neg-
lec the pertormanceof the fuid duties, in their
B| particular callings,they are farre out of order;
yea, they leade a dangsorus and lamentable
courfe of life. For though they be indued with
excellent gifts , and bee able to fpeake well ,
conceiue prayer , and with fome reuerence to
heare the Word,and receiue the Sacraments,
yetifthey practife not the duties of godline ffle
within their own callings,al is but hypocrifie.
Andtherefore, vnleffe they repenttl egreacer
their gifts are,the more fhal they make totheir
deeper cond ion at the day of iudg 3
Againe, this rule feracth to teach all men
theright way to reforme their liues. If thou
wouldft leade alife vnblameabls both before
God & man, thou muft fift of all bethinke thy
felfe,what is thy particular calling , and then
proceede topractife duties of the morall law,
and all other duties of Chrifianity,inthat ve-
ry calling. And if thou wouldeft have fignes
and tokens of thy ele@ion and faluation, thon
muft fetch them from the conftant pra@ife
of thy two callings ioyntly together: feuer
them in thy life, and thou fhalt finde no com-
fort, butrather fhame and confufion of face ,
vnlefle thou repent.

1V, Rule. Such as beare publike callings,
muft firft reforme themfeluesin private, Whe
Mofes went from Midian to Egypt,tebe a go-
uernour of the 1fraclites , the Lord withftood
him inthe way, by reafon of a fault in his pri-
uate family,that his child wasnot cicomcifed
according to the law of God.-How fhal he or-
der publike matters for the common good,
that cannot order his owne private eftate ?
V.Rule. A particular calling muft giue place
tothe gencrall calling of a Chriftian, when
they cannot both ftand together. As for ex-
ample: a feruant isbound to his maiter to o-
bey him,either becaufe he is a vaflall, or atthe
leaft becaufe he is hired to feruc for wages:the
faid mafterbeing a zealous Papift, threatneth
his feruant, beinga Proteftant, thatvalefle
hecondefcend to heare Mafe, he fhall cither
burne at a ftake, or carry a faggor. Now
the fernant feeing the malicious purpofe of |
his mafter, and not finding himfclfe able to
beare the brunt of a triall, in thiscafe, he de-
patts & withdrawes himfelfe fora time : And
the queftio is,whether he doth wel orno?The

we may difcerne a common fault inthe lives

anfwer is,he-doth : and in fucha cafe,be may

law-
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lawfully Gie from bis ma{ter:fora fervant that
ihy perfonall calling is bound to an carthly

malker, is further by agencrall calling, bound
vatoGod. And tieparticular celling of any
man, s inferiour to the generall calling of 2
t Chriftian + and when they cannot both ftand
{together , the pafticular cailing muft giue
i place ; becaufe weare bound voto Godin the
firlt place, and vato man, voder God : and fo
farre onely as wemay withall,keepe our bond
with God. And thus much of the fiue generall
rles, that are to be practifed in euery parti-
calar calling. .

Toproceede. Perfonall callingsbe of two
forts: of the firft fort,arcall fuchasbe of the
effence and foundation of any focietie, with-
out which, the focietie cannot be, Asina fa-
mily, the calling of a mafter, and the calling
{of a feruantsthe callisg of a husband & wife ;
of parentsand children. And in the common-
| wealth, the calling of Magiftrates, and fub-
iects. And intke Church, the calling of the
Minifter and of the people. Of the fecond
foit, are all fach as fruc onely for the good,
happy and quicteitate of a fociety. And thefe
be of fandry forts, fome of them feruing for
the preferuation of the life of man,as the cal-
lingof an husbandman , of a Merchant, &c.
fome feruing for the preferuation of health,
asthecalling of a Phylition,and of the Surge-
on,&c. fome fervingfor the outward peace,
as the calling of a Souldier,of the Lawyer,8cc.
fome feruing for the cloathing and attiring of
thebody, and they be almoft fomany , as be
the patts.of the body ;. fome alfo feruing for
building , asthe calling ofa Carpenter, and
Mafon. Ina word,looke how many things be
neceffariz, for thegeod eltate of any focietie,
fo many perfonall callings there be, which be-
long not to the cffence and being of a focietie,
but feruc onely for the good of the fame.
Andtoone of thefe twe kinds,may all lawfull
perfonall callings bec referred.  Thus much
of callings in generall,and of thekinds there-
of. :

The third point to'be confidered , whichis
the mofk principall isthis: How euery man
imay ina good and holy manver vf¢ his cal-
ling:this ftill being remembred,_tha I {peake
not of extraordinary callings, or of the gene-
rall calling of a Chriftian but onely of crdina-
ric and perfonall callings. The'handling of
this point,is of greataveight and moment:for
by the right vicof cuery calling , the workes
thereof are made good workes, though other-
wifée they be but meane & bafe ip themfelucs.
Ina good worke are three things required :
| firlt, ic muft be done in obedicuice: fecondly in
faith: thicdly, itmuft-bedireciedto the glory
of God.Now the.works of cucry calling,whé
Ithey are performed-inan holy manner, are
donein faithand obedience , and ferue nota-
bly for,GDds glory, bee the calling neuer 10
bafe. As forexample;amanis by profefsion a
fheepheard, the calling is but bafe and meane,

A |and the duties thereof are futable: yet if there
be graceto vie that calling aright, the duties
| thereof are good workes before God ,* being
‘don: with confcience of obedience vito God,

for his glorie,and the good of the mafter, The
meanenefle of the calling, dohrot abafethe
goodrefle of the worke : for God lcckethnot
at the excellency of the worke,bur atthe heart
of the worker; And the action of a fhecpheard
in keeping fheepe;performed as I have faidsin
his kind,is asgcod a werke before God, as is
the acion of a Iudge,in gining fentences or of
a Magifirate in ruling , cr aMinifter inprea-
ching. Thusthenwe fec thereisgoodreafon
why we would fearchhow eucry man isright-
B | Iy to vie his particular calling. 1n the right vfe
of any calling, foure things are to be confide-
redand performed. I. good choice of acal-
ling. 11. good entrance into it.111.good con-
tinuance therein. 1V. an honeft and good lea-
ning of the fame. For the firft,inthe choice of
our callings , we muft remember and obferue
three particular rules.

1. Rule, That we are tochoofe honeftand
lawfull cailings to walkein.Eph.4.28. Let him
that frole(faith Panl )ffeale nomore: but let bim
vather labowr andworke with bis hands, the thing
that s good, Here we are warned by the hely
Ghoft, tomakechoiceof fuch callings as be
honeft. Againe,all the workes of our callings
moft be donein faith,and there is no faith,va-
¢ | lefle the caliing be honeft.

For better dire@ion inthe choiceofanho-

ferued : Euery calling that ferueth to vphold
and maintaine thethree feuerall eftates and
focietics, namely, the cftate of the Church, or
thic eftate of the Common-wealth, orthee-
ftate of the family, is grounded vpon the mo-
rall law 3 and therefore lawfull, and confe-
quently may behad , vied, and inioyed with
good confcience. Onthe contrary, if it be an
hinderance to any of thefe three eftates, in
whole,cr in part,it is an volawfull calling.

11, Rule. Enery man muft choofe a fit calling
to walke in ; thatis, every calling mult be fic-
ted to theman, and euery man be fitted to his
calling. Thisrule is asneceffary as theformer:
for whé menare eutof their proper callingsin
any focietysit is as much,as if a ioynt wereont
of the place in the body. Now inthe choice
of callings, two fortsof menmuft be confide-
red,men of yeeres,& children. Men of yecres
make choice of fit callings for théfclues,when
they tric , judge, and cxamine themfelues to
whatthings they are apt and fit, and to what
thingsthey are not. And euery manmuft exa-
wiine himfelfe of two things: firft,touching his
affe@ion; fecondly, teuching hisgifts. For
his affecion , e muit fearch what minde hee
hathte any calling ,and in what calling he de-
fireth moft of all to glorifie God. For his gifts
he muft examine, for, & towhat calling they
are fitteft. Having thus tried both his atfeéti-

onand gifts, finding alfo the calling to which

ncftcalling , this generall ground muft beob-!.
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they tend with one confent, he= may fay, that
is his callingsbecaufe he liketh it beft,and is e-
uery way the fitteft to it.As for example : one
breughtvpinthe Schooles of learning, defi-
reth toknow whatought tobe biscallingswel,
he examines hisaffe@ionsor defire;and findes
it moft of all inclined to the minifteric of the
Gofpell : he examines his gifts alfo, and fin-
deth both knowledge and vtterance fite for
the fame. Now fich a onemay fafely fay; that
the miniftery isthe calling , to whichhe is fer
apart. Andthe like may any other maninany
other callingfay for himfelfe. Yet, becaufe
many men are partiall in iudging of their in-
clinationand gifts, the beft way for them is,
to vie theaduife and helpeof others, thatare|
ableto giue direction herein, and to difcerne
better then themfelues.

Now touching children, it is the dutie of
parents, tomake choice of fitre callings for
them, before they apply them to any parti-
cular conditionoflife. Andthatthey may the
beteer iudge aright , for what callings their
children arefit, they muft obferue twothings
in them: firlt, their inclination: fecondly ,
theic naturall gifts. Touching inclination ,
cucrychild, eveninbisfirftycares dothaffe®
fome one particular calling , more then ano-
ther; as fomeare affe@ed more with muficke ,
then others, fome with merchandife, fome
with a more liberall kinde of learning s fome
with this,fome with that. And by this may the
parents fomething indge of their inclination
and towardnefle, This was pracifed among
the Athenians , who before they placed their
children inany calling, did firft bring them in-
toapublike place , where inftroments of ail
forts were laid: and they obferued with what
kinde of inftrument they rooke delight, and
tothe like Art did they afterwards apply them
with good facceffe. And it will not be amiflz,
for Chriftians to be foilowers of the heathen
in this, or any other commendable pradife.
Secondly the naturall gifts which parents are
to obferue in their children, are either intheir
bodies,or intheir mindes. And thof¢ children
which excellinthe gifts of the body, arctobe

labour of the body : as ir Mechanicall Arts.
And fich asexcell in the gifts of minde, arcto
be applied to thefe (tiences that are pexfor-
med by wit and learning. The (<) notes ofa
childe that is fit for learning, are thefe: a lone |

and a wit neither too quicke , nor too dull. A |
finewitinachild, islikea pen-koife that will
not fhiuc a great loafe , but onely ferue to cut
a quill. Againe, in the gifts of the minde ,
markea fpeciall differéce. There be two kinds
of vnderftanding, A&iue,and Pafsiue. The a-
&iue vnderltanding is that, whichnotonely
conceiueth of thing inuented by others, but
alfo can invent chings of it felfe. The pafsiue
vaderftanding isthat, whichoncly conceineth
of things deutfed by others , and camotin-

A (uent,but very hardly of ic felt- And—cuery one,

brought vp in callings , performed by the D

both old andyeng , hate one of thefe kindes
of vaderftanding. Now all thofe children that
excell inthis adtiue vnderftanding, are to bee
fet apart, for the greateft callings in the
Church and common-wealth, Democritusthe
Philofopher, chofe Protagoras to be his fchol-
ler,becaufe he fhewed wit in theartificiall bin-
ding of a bundle of ftickes. Athanafius that fa-
mous Bifkop,was firft put to learning, becanfe
he was found by the fea fide doing the part of
aMinifter , among thecompany of little chil-
dren like himfelfe, examining and baptizing
them according to the folemne order vied in
the congregation. Origen;that famous clearke,
when he was a child, vfed to queltion with his
father Leonidas about the fenfe of the Scrip-
ture, and to demand of trades-men, the canfes
of things , and the vfe of their tooles and in-
ftraments. Andthus we fee in fome fort, how
Pal;nts may iudge to what calling euery child
is fit,

And here all parents muft be warned, that
the negledt of this duty, isagreat and common
fin: for thecare of the moft is, that their chil-
dren may liuc,nothingregarding whether they
liue well, & do feruiccto Gedina fit calling or
no. And the truthis, parentscannor dogrea-
ter wrong to their children,and the focietiec of
men,then to apply them vato vnfit callings:as
when a child s fit for learning, to apply himto
a trade,or other bodily fernice; cotrariwife,to
apply him to learning, when he is fitteft for a
trade: forthisisasmuch, asif'aman fhould
apply his toes to teeling, and not his fingers;
& to go on his hands, and not on his feet, ar.d
to fet the members of the body out of their
proper places. And this s the fecond rule.

111, Rule, He that is fic for fundry callings,
muft make choife of the beft. Thus muchS.
Panlteacheth plainely in the next verfe of this
chapter: Are thou (faith he) called, beeing a fer-
uant ¥ carenot forit 5 but ifthon maieft bee free ;
cheofe it rather, Where he giues this coiifel,that
a bondman hauing liberty in his choice , muft
accept of it, rather then continue a bondman
ftill. Againe,Panl bids the Corinthians to co-
uetfpiricual gifts,butefpecialy that they msay pro-
phecie: wher he giusthis rule,that in the choice
of gifts, we muft labour for the beft gifts: & if
weare to feck after the beft gifts,thea propor- |
tionally we muft feehe for the beft callings.
Here isafpeciall rule for all yong ftudents
inthe Vniuerfitics. Suchas are brought vpin
the fchooles of the Prophets, defire to know
what particular calling is beft for chem , be-
caufe they hane libertie to be cither Schoole-
mafters, or Phy(itians, or Lawyers, or Mini-
fters ofthe werd of God.S. Panl according to
thisgenerall rule,, fheweth that a choice muft
be made of the beft calling. And in the ficft
place,if gifts will fcrue, a choice moft be made
of the calling of a Prophet or teacher, and that

aboue all other. Academicall callings muft
haue the firlt place. Thus muchof choice.
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71, Point. Where choice is once made, we . A beforchand : for the faying is truc; hee that

'muft then confider, how a good entranceisto
‘be made inro the callivg which we hanecho- |
{fen. Touching entrance,, many points are to |
‘be feanned. The firft is,in what {ort & manner |
lan entrance mult bee made. And the right
| raanner is this; Euery manmuft {oenter, (hac‘
{heemay uuely in confcience fay; Geod hath !
. placed me in thiscalling, bgirncucr(o bafe a

* calling, Thus Pas! faith 1n this chapt.v.17. As ‘
| God hath called enery manyfo let bims wulkf._ And|
| Chrift our Sanionr nener tooke vpon him o- |
ipenly, the office of a Mediatour, till hee was !
{baptized, and therein called vnroit, by the
Ivoicc of hisfather from heauen, faying; This is
|7y belowed fonsie, in whams I am well pleafed, But!
{immediztcly aftsr hee beganne to teach and
! preach,and 1o fhew himfelfe the true Mefsias,
in pezforming the duties of a King, Prieft, and |
i Prophet. There is no calling vpon carth,

i fall of Adars, but hath croffesand ca-

{lamities artunding onit, butthey are delayed,

'oy comfert fufficient, when out confcience

leantell vs, wwee were placed in out callings by

'God himfclfe; and when one confcience can

riot fzy chus muchsthe comfort isgone.

Now, that encry man may certenly know
himftife to bee called of God to this or that
calling, hee muft haue twothings : Gifts for
the calling from God , and Allowance from
‘men. For the firlt,whom Ged calleth,to them
he giueth compstent and conuenicnt gitts ox
knowledge,vnderitanding dexterity to thisor
that, and fach like; and thereby makes them
able forthe performance of the duties of their
callings. Contrariwife,they that enter into a-
ny calling, beeing veterly vnable to peitorme
the duties thereof, were ncuer called of God.
Yor the fecod, menareto be ferapartto their
particular cailiags by the appointmentofmen,
whom God hath left on earthas his ioftru-
ments , fos the ordering and difpofing of vo-
cations. Fot God hath his deputies to allot
mentheir offices in cuery fociety , asparents
and matters to difpofe of perfons in private
families : for ecclefiatticall callings, the Go-
nernonrs of the Chuech ; for civill, the Magi-
ftrate, and men of authority in the Common-
wealth. And hethat would truely fay , God
hath placed him in avy particular calling,
mult 2lfo haue the outward calling of men.
And here it is to be remembred, that triail of|
gifts & free cle@ion, without partiality fhold
bein the defignementof all, fpecially of pub-
like callings. Thus in the Primitine Church,
not fo tuchas Deacons were admitred with-
out iuftand fufficient triall, 1.Tmm.3.10. And
here fandry abufes areto be reprooued:as firlt
of all, the buying and flling, thechopping
and changing of ciuill offices ; for where the
calling is fet to falc, there little or no triall,
lictle or no ele@ion takes place. And he that
buies his office , muft rather fay , his money
called him then God 1 whercfore, fuch as lay
wp mony to buy offices , had beft take heede

D

:buies the feate, muft feli witice: and wherein-
i ttice s fold, the poore is oppreffed, and al goes
{towracke. Thelike isto be fzid of the fale of
| Ecclefiafticall linings, to which,cure of foules
lisannexed : yeaof the difpenfing and gining
| them hand ouer head. Indecde, to buy or fell
the linings of the Chusch , is not properly the
tinne of Simen , who fought to get the gitts of
the holy Ghoft withmony; yctisthis baying
agricuonsfin, flat againft the order that God
hath fet down touching entrance into any cal-;
ling. Thevery heathen themfelues haue com-
(plaincd of this chepping and changingof pla-
ces,asof the ruines of {tates, and Common-
wealths.(a)eAlexander Senerns the Emperour
faith,itss neceffarse that he which biyeeh muft fe1,
1 will not fuffer(b) buyers and fellers of offices: if 1
\fwffer them, it 1s becanfe I cannot condeme fuch,
Far 1am afhamedzo panifb bimehat buses and fels,
Seneca (c) faith;ehss buying is the [poiling of Pro.
uinges:andthat be which buies,muft needs fell. Tu-
finian (d) complaines, that his Dominions are
robbed and pilled; becaife men take goldfor offices,
andhe firastly forbids it
Thus much of entrance in generall. Now
follow certaine queftions thereof. 1fthis bee
48 I haue faid , that fuchas enter into any cal.
ling fpecially publike, muft firft bee cnabled
with gifts from God,and alfo fet aparcby men,
after due triall and examination: here a que-
ftion isto be skanned , which the Papifts vie
to propound; namely W hat calling the firft
Preachers of the Gofpel, and planters of our
Church had 2 Theanfwer to this queftion is
needfull: for if they had no calling , neither
haue we that are the followers. And Ianfwer
two things. Firft,that they had their callings,
by vertue whereof they reftored the Gofpell
of Chrift, from the Romifh Churchit felfe:
for they were either Pricfts , ox Schoole-Do-
&ors,as in England, Wiskiiff,in Germanie, Ly-
ther,in Bohemia, Jobn Hufe,8 Jeromeof Prage,
at Bafil,Occolampadins;in Italy, Petcr Martyr,
and others. And therefore thefe, with many
others,were ordaincd,either in Popifh Chur-
ches,or infchooles, and there by oath folemn-
Iy bound to dothe dutics of their callings with
good confcience, by confuting cf erronr, and
maintaining the auncient Apoftolike faith.
W hereforeif thistheir callingsbee of any mo-
ment to (toppe theit mouthes,we fay, the firft
reftorersof the Gofpel in our times, had their
firft callings of them. Ifit befaid ; that thefe
men wereall periured , for preaching againft
the Churchof Rome, to whofe alleageance
they were bound by cath: Fanfiver,, thatby
vertac of their oathes at their ordination,
they weee bound oncly tothe Catholike and
Apoftolike Church, and not to the prefent
Church of Rome : for the words [ the Ca-
tholike and Apoftolike Church of Reme ]
whichnow runin the tenour of the oath, were
not fo ftrily vfed in former times, butare
more vrgednow of late. Secondly I anfwer ;
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‘| braine,and cherefore by all likelirood, his cal-
‘{Hing. wasby afpeciall inftinét of the fpiritof

|che hand cf God was wich thé, The like I fay
i of Lather,and che reft,namely,thatthey were

| tickes,to deceine the world. Firftyexcraordina-

| fore co reftore the Church againe to her for-

that many of them had aallings in fome fort; | A
extrordinarie; I (ay infomse fort, diftingnifhing
theoffice of ceaching,& the vie of it, The of-
ficewhich they performed, was ordinary, but
the exccution of thisoffice,in purgingand re-
fteringrue religion,nor in refpeét of that crue
order which God had fet downe in his word:
butin refpe& of the abufe of icin the Romith
Church,was extraordinaric, Which I declare
on thismanner: God calleth men extraordi-
narily, when he binds not himfeife to ordina-
ric lawes of vocation, fec downein hisword.
And this he doth three waies. Firft, by his
owne immediate voice. And cthus was e4bra-
baps called, and Mofes in the bufh,and fo were

Jalthe Apottles of Chrift called immediately;

and Panl likewife after Chrifts alcenfion. Se-
condly, he cals extraordinarily, by the mini-
ftery of creatures : as Elifba was called by E-
liab, 1. Kin.xg.chuswas daron called by Mofes:
and Philip called to baptize the Eunuch, by
the meflageof an Angel, . 8. 26, Thirdly,
by fpeciall inftin& , and excraordinarie infpi-
ration of che fpirit. Examples hereof we hauc
in the word of God: in Philip who by his firft
calling was a Deacon,went and.preached the
Gofpel in Sanuaria,and firft began the Church
of God there ; not by calling from the Apo-
ftles, becaufe they were ignorant of his prea-
ching, 4¢. 8. 14:and:we may not thinke that
he did-enterprize this worke vpon his owne

B

Gad, Againe,when the Churchof lerufalem
was difperfed,chere came men of Cyprusand
Cyreneto Antioch,without any outward cal.
ling,and yet preachedthere, no deubt by the
intin& of the holy Ghoft,as appeares,in that

ttitfad vp by fpeciall inftin& of chefpiric of
‘Gods whereby they were moued co refore
the Gofpelleo his former purity , asthey did.
Bat fome will fay; chis dotrine laieth open a
gap toall hererickes and deceiuers , tor chey
may likewife pleade excraordinarie inflinéts,
and by this meanes | feduce and deceine the
people of God.I anfwer,there be cereain fpe-
ciall notes-and markes,: whereby we may dif-
cerne an extraordinarie: calling from the iflu-
tions of the dinel,wherby he fubofnieth here-

riecalliigmeucr hath place,but whén ordina-
tic calling failech. There be rwo fpedidll times,
wherin God callechimnen exeraordindrily. The
fitltis 5 in-the- founding and planting of the
Church:and hercupomwierethe Apoftles and,
Euangeliftscalled extraordinarily, The fecond!
time 16y wwhen the Chlorch of God i defaced,’
and vniucrfall Apoitafic rakes placestor chen |
thereis no place for ordinary calling;8 chere-

mer efface he callechenren excraordinarilyswe
- may net!jooke for any reformation of a ftew

trd thein thar live cherinyvalefie the occafion
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be extraordinarie: & che like is to be thought
of the reformation of an hereticall and Apo-
ftaticall Church, as wichour doubr is the
Church of Rome, Secondly, we may difcerne:
of men extraordinasily call-d by the dotrine
which they deliner, which muft be che very
doQrine of Prophees & Apotties: and he thiar
pleadech extraordinarie ealling, & yer brings
any other do&rine, is not called by God,h;x‘:
15 deluded by che dinell, Tiwus hata Ciofes
raughe vsco 1udge of rrue and falle Proph
not by their miracles, buc by their doctrine,
Denteronam.13. 3. Andwhen Chrift was de
manded by che Scribes and Pharifes , by wha:
auchoritic he did thofe things: heanfiv:red
by-demanding a like queftion: whecher /ofine
baptifine, tharis, his minittery and dotrine,
were of God orno? Luke 20. 4, and if his do-
Grine were of God, rhen alfo his cailing, and.
confequeritly the calling of Chrift,becaufe it
was the office of /ohnto teftify of him. Third-
ly, they may be difcerned by theirliuesand
conuerfations. Chrift hach fore cold, that
there fhould come falfe prophets in fheepes
cloathing 5 which arc inwardly raucning
wolues, Marh.7.15. How then (hall we know
themache anfwer 1s, by theirfruits,rhat is,not
only by their doQirnc,bur alfo by cheir lmes:
becaufetheir office is to teach , noc onely by
do&rine,but slfo by example . Now che men.
whom Godcalled to thereftoring of the Gof:

:pell, to them:bve. gaue wich fincericy of indg-

‘ment, ineegricic of héart and life : which the

|Lerdin mercyioynedtogeeher tor th: confir-|

mation of che cruch of their calling, Andhe
that tedchechwbolefomedo&rine, & brings
forch contrary fruits, isin chat regard a faifs |
prophict,chogh his do@rine beneuer {o truea
Fourthly whor God callech excraordinari-
ly, them dothrhe furnith withagiftsaboue the
ordinarie meafure of men : asnamely, wich
knowlcdgc;z-::{lc,wi‘kdomc, conftancy, cou-
rage,& ocher gifis,chac ferue for the difcharge
of extraordinarie callings. And chiswe finde
to betrue in che firft minitters of che Cofpel. |
but efpecially in Luther, whom God notably
armed with boldnes,& courage to withftand
the whole Church ol Rome. In our age {oriie

j | fbare-vps haue laid,chey were Efas, Jobn-Bap-

#iff,and Chrift,buc by this lat note they haue
beene defctied:for when cheir gifes were exa-
mined, they haue beenetound ro come farre
fhore of the gifts of many ordinary men. i
-"Now if wee lay all thefe riotestogither, it wil
eafily appearc § ‘thacthe fir{t preachers of the
Gaofpellin this feft age , may ac lealt fome of|
them, be faid cruly o hanereceived exeraor-
dinary callings from God.For firft,they prea-

|.ched in fuch atime, when no face of 2 true
| Church wasto be (eene, anda generall Apor
| tafie ouer-fpread the world, Secondly, they
| renewed the very'doitine ‘of the Apnfties&

Prophets. Thirdly, they adorned theirdo-
@rine with godly life and conuerfation, And

lattly, wereall, or moft of them furnifhed-in

__grear
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wifdom,zzale, and courage to mannage their
callings and profeffions. But the Fapiftsfay,
chere wasnoching in chem extraordinary,be-
caufe they could not confirme their do&trine
by miracles.I antwer:firft, the do@rine which
they taughe,needed not then to be confirmed
wich miracles,fceing it wasat che firft publifh-
ing thereof , fufhiciently confirmed by mira~
cles wroughe by the Prophets and Apoftles.
Secondly, Ianfwer, that excraordinarie men
do not alwaies confirme their callings by mi-
racles, as Jobn Baptiff, and fundry Prophets in
che old Teftament, who neucr wrought any

great meafure wichfufficiéegifcs of knowledg, | A

wmiracles, Thirdly,the gift of working 2 mira-

Godard his Church; as che gifc of prophecie
may, that is greater : for Baldam and Casphas,
both prophecicd,and yer were profetled ene-
mies co Chrift & his Church. And #ofesfaich
plainly, tha falfe Prophets comming among
the people, would work miracles forchis end,
cotriechem, Dewr.13.2. Theretore the wor-
king of amiracle feruech nor alwayes to con-
frme an extraordinaric calling,

Queft. 11.Sccondly, ir may be demanded,
i eogrance be made into alawfull calling with
an cuill mind,and by cuill meanes, what muft
then be done?l anfwershe is nottoforfake his
place, burtarepent of thac his bad entrance,
and to doe the ducics of his calling with dili-
gence and good conlcience, waiting after this
tor furcher approbation from God , and alfo
from men: which when he hach in any mea~
fure obtained, hemaywith goed concience
proceed in his calling: for che after approbati-
| on, & acceptance (though it doth not nftify
che bad entrance ) yet dothic makeafupplie
chereof, A Prince, as W, Congucreur enters
inco aland or kingdom,& by warxe & blood-
{hed feckesto fubdue che people , & o make
them fubje& vco him : now by the bad en-
crance,he is no lawfull king:. for euery lawfull
king is placed by God, and-by men thacare
|appointed vnder God to fer vp Princes ouer
them,according to the lawes and cuftomes of
feuerall kingdomes, Yet it the people do wil-
lingly fubmic chemiclues to chis viurper,and

likewife to rule them by good & wholefome
lawes, he isnow become 2 lawfull Prince,
though his entrance was bur tyranaicall. Vp-
on this ground another quettion is anfwered, |
touching che callings of the Minifters ofopr |
Church. Some there be that {ay our Church
is no Church, our Minitt.rs ne; Miniftersgyea |
thy preachers of the Gofpell thie worltof ally
The ground af cheir opinion isy becaule (‘as
they fay)we have no good & lawful enceance
of our callings ¢ in iniftery, accarding to the |
word of god Eoranfwer co them;puc the-cafe;
chat all the preachers and Minitters in the
Church of England were vnlawfully called,;
y6a wanting chevery fubftanceof true.calling

clemay be giuen to him thatis an enemy to g

be content to yeeld fubjettion;. andche king 'p

(which no man can with good corfcicnce ci-

thet fpeak or think)yecis it poffible thacthere

may be a truc Church of God among vs, and
lawkull preachersof the word , becaufe they
may haue an aftcr-accepration and approbati-
on, both from God, and fromy man : andan
after-acceptation makes fupply of2 bad en-
wance. Nay further it is cuideut,that our mi-
nifters haue approbarion bothfrom God and
man , Forfirftofall, God inablech themto
ceach the crue and wholefome doctrine of che
Prophets and Apoftles, which isone fpeciall
note to diftinguifh a falfe prophectrom acruc.
Secondly, Godinables them with graceto a-
dorne cheir dotrine & profefion wich refor-
med lines, Thirdly, Gods hand is with them,
inthac he blelfech their labours for the con-
uerfion of many foules vnto God in ail parcs
of thisland. And by this God doch asit were
fet to his hand and feale, for the approbation
of our callings. The queftion was among the
Corinchians,whecher Parl was an Apotle or
no? And Paul himfelfeanfwereth, That if be
were not an Apofile so athers, yet was be to them,
becanfe be wasthe minifler of their connerfion, 3.
Cor.9.2.Now if this be a good reafon taprouc
the extraordinaric calling of an Apoftle jchen
no doubt but ic will ferue much more to
prooucthe calling of an ordinary minifter,
Queft, 111, Thirdly, it may be demanded,
whether aman being to enter into a calling,
may lawfully offer himfelfe and make meanes
to enter intd jtorno ? wanf. This queftion S.
Pewlanlwerech,when he (aich, s.74m.3.x. He
that defiresh she office of a Bifhopdefireth a worthy:

warke:here hie giueth vsco vaderftand, how ic

| is notvnkawful to defirean office.Itis truc in-

deed,there be vplavfull defires of places and
callings,namely,when they are foughe,vpb a
vain & greedy mind,for pleafurc, or for ucres
fake; yet when they are defired or fought for
vpon cofcience ro difcharge a duty vnco God

| and man,there is no offenceNow if che defire

ofan office be lawfull:then to thew che fame
defirc by honeft and lawfel ;eanes is not vn-
lawfull ., Therefore men may vie honeft and
lawfullheanes to enges into callingsmeee for
themiiffobe they bring fufficienc gifes forthe

{ difcharyethercof ; and withall fubmit them-
1 felues co-examination and cle&tion according

to Jawfulk.order. ThePropher Ifaiasyas focne
23 God had touched his roung with a coale
from-the Alrar, ‘wasready to goc ac che callof
God,andwhen che Loyd (aid,whowrfbal | fend?
heanfwered; bers am I, fend me, Efs, 6.6,7,8.
And after this cxample.of this holy Propher,
may any: man (ew hinifclfe willing o enter
into an oifice, whenGod hath furnifhed him
with- gitts, #£fo he may be calleds Here
then i§ a1ctfon for fuch asare broughe vp in
the fehaoles of cthe Prophets their duty 18, fo

{ foonc 15 they are. inahled 1o do the offices of

minifters;to thew themfelues willing and gea-

dy in godly mannercotake vpon them this
: kind~n§calling.~ And thercfore without que-

{tion, ivisafaul¢ in many, that being inabled

with
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with gifts fufficient,neuercheleffe do imploy | A
chéfelucs wholly-in thcirpriuaccﬂudlesz not
{hewing dny willingnesto take vpon themto
difchargeany minilteriall calling, for which
chey are fic.For howfoeuer to {eck a calling in
the Church of God for lucres fake ; isvalaw-
full,yet to feeke a calling is not fimply vnlaw-
full,if chere be an honeft mind,;good meancs,
and the glory of God be truely mtended.

Queft, 17, Fourthly, it maybe demanded,
whether aman may enter into two callingsat
onceor notlanfwet bydiftinguifhing,in fome
refpe@s he may,and in fome he may nots An
entrance may be made into two callings in
chree cafes: Firftwhen God hath combined
two callingstogicher by hisown appointinct.
Thus Melcbizedech, chat he mighe be aliuely
figure of Ghrft our Sawiour, wasaking and
apriefband did che office boch of a King and
Pricft,Heb 7.5.And the high priefts thac were
the fuccetlors of Aaren, by Gods appoint-
ment,were not only Priefts, bu.ciuill Tudges
allo. lehoiada the high Prieft wis proteGour
of luda,inthe nonageof Zehoafy ; & by vertue
of his proteorthip (lew Athaliab-that viurp-
ing Queene, 2.King.11.15. Andthereisno
maruell of this, becaufe the Leuites were the
common lawyers,and the Scriptures were the
pofitiue lawes of the [ewes:and therfore none
were fo fit to be Tudges as.prieftsand Leuites.
Eucn asin this land,the ficceft Tudgesin cau-
{esboth cinilland criminall,are Lawyers,thac
are expert in the lawes of the land. In thisre-
gard, it wasnot fo great a burden among the
Tewes comanage the office of a Prieft, and o
exccute ciuill iudgment. Secondly, two cal-
lings may be combined,whé che entring into
them at once is not againft che word, and for
the common good, Thus £liiri the kingdom
of Ifrac], wasa Prieft by one calling, and by
avother calling a Tudge , ThusSamwel wasa
Prophet anda Iudge, Thus Afofes wasa Pro-
phetand a cinill gouernour,yea a Prince: for
in thofe rimes, both ftateswere fo corrupt,thac
there cold not be found ordinary men foffi.
cient to difcharge either calling feuerally.
Thirdly, two callings may beindured, when
being ioyned,they hinder not each otherynor
the common good. Thusa man may lawfully D
be a Mafterof a family, and 2 Merchant, ora-
ny other trade whatfoeuer, Examples hereof
we haue in che word of God. eAdbrabam, be-
fides thache was a Mafter of agreat family, &
in hisfamily alfo a prophier & a prieftin offe-
ving facrifice,wasby an other calling amighty
prince, and a greacwarriour . And the fame
may be faid of the Patriarkes ; they were go-
uernoursin their families, & alfo prmces bea«
ring'the ciuill fivord; as may appear in the ex.
ample of Juda . -Now- there werctwo caufes
why they mighe beare both chefe officessfirfly
becaufe the Church of God was then very
{mall, & comprifed in one farhily-& fecond-
ly, the do&rine of religion was com prifed iy

few heads,and delinered from fnantoman by:

tradition. And in this cafeS. Pawd was by one
calling an Apoftle; and ac the fametime by
another aalling a_Tent-maker; becaufe of the
pouertie of the Church of Corineh:as alfo be-
caufe he would hercby ftoppe che mouths of|
falfe Apofties,which vould haue accufed him
for making aduantage ofthe Gofpell. Andin
like cafe of neceflity,! doubt not buc the mi-
nifters of theGofpell now may take vato thé
other callings: this alwaies remembred, that
they be no hiaderance to their prin¢ipall cal-

lings, nor offence to men.

. Now I come o thefecond part of my di-
Rin@id,tofhew thac men may not enter inco
two diftin& callings aconce:and chatin chree |
cafes. Firlt, if God hach disjoyned thefe cal-
lings by his word and commandemenc. Se-
condly, if the practife of the one hinder the
pradtife of the ocher. Thirdly, if the combi-
ning of them together, binder the common
g00d.0n thefe grounds our Sauiot Chrift be-

judgeofinheritance betwixt che ewo brechré.
Llrk_ 12,13, 14. Andhercupon che Apoftles
being to do che duties of their owne callings,
refuled to perferme the office of Deacons,
Af6.3.Hence I gatherythatin cowns, corpo-
rations,& focieties, care(as much as may be)is
to be had,that fundry offices & chargesbeing
of themfelucs weighty,and of diuerfe kindes,
benotlaid on the fhoulders of one man : for
the execution of them all breedech diftra&tio,
and diftra&ion difableth the moft able man
in the difcharge of one office. He that comes
to the corng heape, the more he opencth his
hand to receiue, theleile he holdech : fo he
that doth asit were enlarge himfelfe to beare
the mott offices,the fewer fhall he difcharg. -

Queff. Py Furthcrmore, it may here bede-
manded 5, whether icbe lawfull co encer into
two trades at once,or no? Anf. It is not volaw-
full, if fo be they hinder not cach other, nor
the combining ofthem, hinder the common
good of menjand the partic intend not flchy
Tucre,butthe common good.Neuertheletle it
is inconuenient in a peopled cdmon wealch,
for then one man fhail hardly liue by another:
yetif one be not fufficient s maintsine the
charge of a family,a fecond calling may bead-
dedvponrhe former conditions,

Againes it may be demanded, whether one
may haue two farmes ac once or nod Anfirer.
Some hauc thought it not conuenient; bue
che truth is,ic may as well be demanded, whe-
cher it be lawfull to haue two coares at once
orno? for in a‘cémon-wealch all muftnot be
equall; but fome aboue,fome vnderothers in
regard of wealch. And thercfore fuch as have
fundey farmes, whethericbe by inheritance,
or by honeft purchafe, may-lawfully inioy
thé. Andthasmuch of good entrance.

: The thirdmaine poinctobe conlidered,is,
the good cavitinnance in acallingy which contins-
ance. confifkeehiin the conftant pradtife of the

ducicsadd workes of the famecallings  And

_ Fercin

ing the Doétor of the Church, refufed to be |

l
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what be clie tvatks of gur callings which muft
be done, & of whar fiotéithe fecond, in what
manner chey muft be dones For the firlt, the
workes of our callings muft bee qualified by
three notes. Firft, they muft be the proper
workes of ourcallings: fecondly, they muft
be profitable: and thirdly, neceffary. The
firft is Sainc Panls rule, 1.Theff. 4.11. Linein
peace, faith he:bui how fhall thae be done? he
anfwereth,by doing his owne bufineffe. And Saint
Peter giueth the {ame rule: requiring rhat no
man fuffer as a bufic-body in other mens matters,
1. Pet. g.15. In both which places, the holy
Ghoft teacheth vs, thar we muft fitft ofall
fearch, what be the proper works of our own
callings, and then afterwardsdo them. The
husband-man muftattendon husbandry:and
che Minifter on preaching, &c. By thisone
point fandry faultsare opened,that common-
ly fall oue in the liues of mien asfirft, when
men Jooke at the rhings of others, not regar-
ding their owne matterss We haue example
of this,Joh.21.verf,21,22. OurSauiour Chrift
faid to Peter, Peter follow thou me i tiow Peter
litele regarding hisowne diftie, muftneedes
inakind of curiofity aske what Johs muft do:
but our Sauiour Chrift giues him a checke,
and faich, If 1 will that be tarry till I come, what
dittathee? And this is the common fault of
the world:men that lightly regard, & flackly|
performe the ducies of their owne callings,are
neuerthelefle very ready to talke of and e .

it ismeate and drinke vatothem. Leta good
repott be giuen out of aman, it is not regar-
ded, bur cuill reports are taken vp ac the fitft
rebound: they run like wild-fire, and all chis|
arifeth from vaine curiofity , which is here
condemned,as the bane of all {ocieties. Thefe
bufy~bodies are like to fuch as rcade bookes,
with jntent oncly to {py out the faules therofs
and they arelike to the fpidersthar creepes o-
ucr all the garden only to gather poyfon. Bur
men that feare Godmuft learne.co know their
owne bufinetlé , -and to fuffer their ralke and
meditation to beimpldyed thae way.
Againe, here is coridemned che curioficie
ofthofe, thaténter vpon the ducies of ocher D
mens callings. It isadangerots finne, as |
ithewed hetgrofore, by the example of Pz z.ab,
}’who was Hlaine for touching che Ark; chough
his infenc wasonely to.keepe it from falling:
for-he bad no fuch -calhing, And of the men of
Beth-themelh - of whame there dyed fiftie
thpuland, for Jooking into the faid Arke of
‘God,when they bad nowcalling fo co do. And
iof Covahy Dathad; and Abiram,, who wonld
‘nesdesichallenge vnitocherh the qalling and
office of Mpfes. .+ 1. e

i Thixdly, hereby is condemned the ftudie |
audtpradtife of figureraafting and judiciall A- |
;ﬂrgjogie.: fat cherebysmany, 5. and thée vpon

hercin two points muft be confidered. Firft, |A | that God will noe hage dmowne before they

B | therefore fuch asliue by fclling & making of

quircinto the ftate & lives of other meniand |C

| to the pra@tife thereof, Cn chis manner wee

come to pafle.In aword;euery one that doch
not the duties of his owne ca]linﬁ diligently,
and with good confcience; is hereby con-
demned, : Co -

The fecond propertie is,that the wotkes of
ourcailings be profitable, not only to the do-
ers,but to the comthon-wealth, Thisthe law
of nature teacheth; By chis fecond propertie
fundry men are co be blamed.Firft,the trades-
man, that getteth hislining by making forrein
and fond fathions of actire,which ferue for no
vfe, but to be difplaied flagges, and banners,
cither of folly,or pride,or wantonnetle:for all
fuch tafhions are condemned by the word of
God, yea by the very light of nature. And

them, cannntbefree fron offence: nay their
offence is the greater.For if chere were no in-
uenters of vaine noucltics, they fhouldnotbe
fo commonly vfed asthey are.Secondly, here
the Alchymift is to be reprooued,that fpends
his ting and fubftancein labouring to chang
bafermgtalsinite gold,a thing in truch vnpof-
fiblédfarit.isa kinde of new creation,to turne
onc kind of creature intoa creature of another
kinde, as euery mertall is. And that which is
faid, or rather dreamed of, the Philofophers
ftonc;is bue a cbeeit,& no where to be found;
but inkispia: & theréis no queftion, but one
day an accompt muft bee made of the good
cime vaprofitably fpent in fecking for it
The thitd condition of our aions is,thac
they muft-beéneceilary, We muit confider the
nature and qualitie of the workes of our cal-
lings, In eucry calling there be two kinds of
workes, Some be principall, without which
the ealling cannot be maintained, Andfome
lefTe principall, which giueno effence to the
calling, Now men muft efpecially giue them-
feluesto pra@ifc che principall works of their
callings:as for example,che aétion of a Mini-
tter in his calling isto reade,andto preach the
word of Godinow reading is a work leffe ne-
ceflary,& preaching the moft principall:and
for this caufe he muft giue himfelfe efpecially

might go through the callings of all men, &
note many wants therin, Magiftratsin towns
and corparations carry & draw the fword for
the maintenance of peace and ciuill order:it is
well done,for itis a worke of cheir callingsyct| -
not the principall, andthey doc commonly
faile in this, tElt they vie not the fword for
thisend, tovrgemen to thekeeping of che
commandements of the firft table,to a praife
of pure religion, & to thekeeping of the Sab-
bath day. This is the maine duty of the Ma-
giftrateswho bears the fword {pecially for the
good of mensfouls,A mafter of a family,is o
care nogonely for the badies, but alfo for the
{ouls of his houfhold, forthisis the principall
dury:& mofthoutholders arc fauley herginsfor

' falf groundsy-gae ahonc tofearchithac fiull | | ¢ommonly they betake themielues cq the lef-
; Ps | other meneichenindife on-deabhychings | - |fer dutics,8 leaue chie pringipallithey carg for
jl T TN " the

negle@tingelte meansof the faluation of their
foules. Cleane contrary.to the rulein h.and,
which inioynech the praQtife of chie principall
dutiesin the firft place: therefore all careletle
& ignorant matters of families archere to be
| warned,to haue fpecial care to prouide for the
tauing of the foules of all thi€ that live vnder
their gouernment. This alio fhowetb vs che
faules of many fudents,whofetting théfelucs
apart for the worke of the miniftery, doc firft
giue themfelues to ftudy the Fathersand an-
cient writers;whegeas their firft priricipzl! du-
ty is, to be foundly inftruéted in-the word of |
God, and to ground themfeluesinthe maine |
poines of religion ; that they may: beeableto|.
 know what is true, what is falfe;what is to be 5
done,what isnot to bedone inalmatters whe- |
cher they ccerne faich.or manners. And whé |
this good foundarion.is 1aid,thenthefore faid |
helpesmay with goodtucceile be ad jeyned. |
Againe;neceflary works [ call thofe,which |
vpon due confideration,are not onely lawfull
in themfelnes 5 andzgr:eablc-m».ourmllmg,
bur alfo expedient i the doer: for if shey bee
inexpedient, though otherwifelavdull; they
are not'to be done, o .

Betore 1 proceed any furcher, hese is.a ne-
ceffary queftion tobe handled: Whetherthe
worksand a@ions of a calling done by 3.man
whichentreth valawfully intothatcalling,be
| ssullities.or not,that is,to be reputed of vsasa-
&ionsnot doncilanfwer thatinthingsdone,

anothiér in the worker. A faultin the work,is
whenthea@ion ic felfe is done amiffe $ and it
may be done amifle in fubftance, or in circii-
{tances& if thefault be inthe fubflance therof,
itis indced a nullitie, and muft be reputed as
not done. ‘Secondly , the favlt of the worker
is, when an a&ion of a lawfull calling is done
by one thatis not called lawfully. Now then,
when the fault of an a&ion is not in the work
it felfe, butin the perfcn that worketh ic,it is
not to bereputed a nullity , neitherto bere-
verfed as nothing.-As for example,one called
lawfully to the mini Rety, baptizeth infants in
the nameotthe Father,and of thevirgin Ma-
ry: hereisa faultin cthe a&tion done,and chac
in the fubftance of baptifme,& therfore here
isno bzpri(me,but rather a prophanation of
the ordinance of God. Now put the cafe fur-
ther, thacbaptifme is adminiftred by a man
chat is called;thogh not lawfullys I fay, it chere |
be nofault in the a&id but only incthe man,
that baptifime is not to be reputed a nullity.
This do&rine is agreed vpon by the com-

L m& confent of Diunines,yas alfo by the lawes &
orders of kingdomes,as may appeare plaincly
in panicnlar. Anguftus Cafar 2 Romane Em-
perour, inuaded the kingdome of the Iewes,
and brought it intoa Prouince:and chus was
hee made king of the Iewes; not by lawfull
meanes,but by intrufion,Forallthische acti-
d giuen by
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:l;ebodicl of their wiues, childl:cn,fcruantg A

their owa towne to be taxed.Caiphas washae |

.| beapproowid,yerche adtibns in ehe callingto
-| which he is#ntred,are thea@ions of that cal-
1 there betwo kinds of faults;one in the work, |C

p | rifme but in the Church of Rome: now the’
demand is, whether that baptifme were fuffi- |
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h;'m,wue the reputed commandements of a
king, not reuerfed by any Iewe, but obeyed |’
ofall. For when he gaue cbmandement thac
all the world,: yea:the Iewesthould be taxed,}
they yeelded ¢l lues to chis de-|i
mentzyea righteous Jofeph and Mary-went to|

nouredas highPrieft among the Iewes g -and |
though his-encrance was by cofrupiis 8 bric|;
bery,yet notwithftanding ; :theactions done !
by him in hisioffice, were not éfteemed nulli-
ties,but akionsdone, And thérefore ourSa-|
wiour Chrift: faffered himfelfeto be accufed; |
arraigned, and indged ofhints. and alio was
content to come intothe Temple & worfhip |
God accoriing tathe !

Pharifies that were the Do&torsof che lewes;
had not many of thé their calling by fucceffi+:
onfrom Aaren , and toriudgment were ilfa.
in parc hererical,helding fome things againf
thefoundatid;namely, iuftification by wai
&g and yet our Saviour Chrift, becaufe they
{ate in Mofeschaire, bids the Church of the
Tewes,& his difciples heare them,fo far fofth

by.it ismanifeft , chat ifthere bee no faulein |

dothnot make a nullitic of theadtion done.
For how{aguer the worker finnes in 4is vhe,
lawfull engianceyandin shat regard isnotto

lings forthobgh he be called amitle, yechee
ftandech in che roome of onetawfully called.
Andwee are to make difference berwixe him
that is called, though vnlawfully,& himthat
hath no calling ac all.' For the agtions done |
without calling are indeed nullitics, wherasif |
there beany calling,though entrance be bad- |
ly made , it doch not make the a&ion voide. |,
Andwhofoeucr deniech chis ground-of truth, |
ouerturnes the regiment of kingdomes, [
Churches,ftates,and focicties what(ocuer. -

By this which hach beene faid, a quettion |-
isrefolucd concerning baptifme:many of our
anceftors herctofore haue beene baprized by
Mafle-pricfts , and neuer receined any bap-

cient or no:& whether chey muft be rebapri-
zed?1 anfwer thus:che Romifh prieft is no mi-
nifter of God & Chrift,but of Antichrift, in
thatheoffers Chrift a reall facrifice for the
quick & the dead, wherin chiefly ftands his
office: yet becaufe he hach bin, & is deligned
by men to baptizs, & ftandsin the roome of
a lawtull minitter, his a®i5 isnotveid : for
thogh he be not a minifter lawtully called to
baptize,yetis he not amere privac md buthe
is berween both,char is,one called,chongha-
mitleschrogh ignorce & oucrlighe of mé:&

cofequetly,he s one that in chealk of bapriz-

iofithe ewege-| -
:| uen before Caipbas himtzlfe. TheScribesand

asthey taughe che do@rine.of Mofes, Wheére- L
the work, the defe@iue calling of the worker,- ‘

ing,ftadsin rome of 2 righe&lawfulminifter.
Againc, it pleafech tome, carried more by

l onsdonc,and the

Tty - affeFion
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affeion then iudgement, to difpuce on chis
‘manncr. There is norightand lawfull calling
allorced for ‘minifters in the Church of Eng-
and : thereforethere are o Sacramefits a-
{mong vs, nortruc preaching of the word of
{God : our Sacraments ( fay they ) are bucSa-
examentsin (héw, & the effe@ of al preaching

uckl: Banfwersbeie granted chere isno lawfull
icafling of minifters in theChurch of England,

[i(wahick: meneftheletle co fay is both falfc and

wicked)yecrhitllidechis folldw s that our Sa-
igkatencs dro néi Sacraments , and our preat
ching noipreaching’y for though men be va-
lquifully calldd;yertheir a@ions be the aions
of Minifters;ifthey be called at all, The prea-
éhing of a minifter vnlawfully called, may be
tzue picaching; and Sacramentsy true Sacra-
mients; clfe Ghritt would norhaue faid of the
Satibes & Pharifics, Heare thens: whereasthey
| Were of other Tribes then Lewi, & cameift of:
Qukhbybribery:& like cotroprieh, ‘A badien
ricenaketh wor: the'adtions done ; to beé
veideabd of none cffe@, itfo bethe doer bee
ailted to ftandritorhe roonde ot aright & lawe
fuibagkne. And,asgood entrance maketh not
alwdicsche aGionsgood;becatfe,wheretherd
Lirxagood eriteanceinto a lawfuli calling, there
waphe an afrersApoftafiefoomiche contrary;
he dif:& ofa good entrancesmkech nora
avllicy of miniftarighl ationgaor s ;
wsNow Ecome rorhic feconsd Fdiﬁtouching
centinttance in calling, narhe]
negithe adtions therof are to be done. Irisnet
fafficignt fdr d4nan to do the proper workes
of his galling, but he muft do them in a good

ché,two things are principally required Ho-
kinefle and conftancy. To do a worke in Ho-
Lipes,the.werd of God teacheth, thar there is
requirced.a-double fanctification. The firft, of
the workgrjthe fecond,of the work and acti-
on.to be done. T hat the workerfhold be fan<
&ified,icis neceflary for two caufcs: 1.becaufe
che:perfon muft firft pleale God , betore the
warke ot the perfon pleafe him, For £2 the vn-
cleave 4ll things. are yicleane,Tut. 1.1 yea, not

fciencesare defileds and the reafon is plainey
tor o grear isthe corruption of our wicked

lay our hands vnto. If men benot repentant

izood workes in themfclucs, are very finnes,
¥ offences before God, in thac they.proceede
wot from an vpright heareynecher are done to
theglory ot God. Secongdly, fan@Qification of
our perfons is requircd:becaufesvnleffe webe
‘borne anew of water & the Ipirit,we can look
fornofucceile or blefling vpon our labours:
icis the righteous mans privilege, Whatfoener
be doth it foall profber, Pfal x,3.n0 man cls muft

looke for this favour at Gods hand. Righte-

ous lsfeph profpered in all that he did,tor the

Lord was wich him, when he was made ruler

With vs,is-no bxrer thé che illufion of the di. |

A

B |

ys-what man- C

ad godly manner: & rhata man may fo doe |

onely their workes,bu cheir mindsand con- |

inaturcs, thar we defile whatfocuer thing we |

finners,al the aGions which they doe,though |,

D

ouer the houfe of Petiphar the Egyprian,Gen.
39.2,3. And Jchofapbat faich, 3.Cbrom. 26,20,
Belecwe thi Lord andbis Prophets; andthem fiuit
profper.While the Arkewas yetin the hiotfc of
Obed-Edom, hee profpered and all his houfe,
How much more then fhall he profper , thac
harki not only the figne of Gods prefence,buc

| faid, chat in experience we finde the vngodly
man to profper s well as che godly:Ian{wer,
the profperity ofthe wicked,islike the quailes
'which God did fend to the Ifraclites in the
wildernetle,which brought a plague and de.
fArd&ion with: them for they died while the
meate wasyetin cheir mouchess The profpe-
ritie of the wicked ferucs co theirdeéper.con-
demnacion. I '

fetaparttoany calling,we muit firftofal frorh
our heartsturne vato God, from all ourfins,
and viemeanes to becamenew creatures,be-
caufe vnleflc we repent and turne.vnto Ged,
and with’ conftant purpofe cleaue vnro him,
the beftations of our callings,chogh-we had
no other fins, fhall be fufficient to condemnc
vs;cdfidering no worke cuer pleafed:God,till
the perfon of the worker beaccepred in his
fight, Theblind diuinity of the world is this,
chat fuch as walk diligently about their bufi.
nesliue peaccably withallmen,& dono man
burt;haue all things toigo wel with therh,ahd
God will haue:mercyvpon:thé. Thefc things
indeede are goodand dabl
fufficient:for vnles the perfon chat doth thefe
thingsgoe further,and repent him of his fins,
and dievntothem by the vertuc of the death
of Chriftand liue vato God,all his peaceable
and vpright dealing will in the end prouc no
beceer chen fig-leaues before God.  For euen
the beft workes thae can beyare damnable (ins
in the doer,vnlefle he turne varo Godyand be
in Chrift, In thefame ficld,at the fame time,
in the fame bufineile, chere is the work of the
oxe,and the worke of aman, ;now I demand
which of thefe twaine is the betrer worke? i
know theaofwerwil be,the work of the man;
bu the truth-is,vnletle he be renewed by the
grace of God, hislabour is worlc then the la-
bour of the beaft;for the beatt in his kinde o-
beyes God, fo doth not the vorepentant fin-
ner.And thus aQions lawful in themfelucs,in
him become vnlawfull, not becaufechey are
done,but becaufetheyare done in cuil maner;
euen asthe chinel isfaulty,nor becaufe it car-
riesthe water,bur becaufe it defilesthe water,

The {ccond thingrequired,is fan &ification
of the worke or a&ian, This point alfo muft

‘be Jearned and pra&ifed:fer it 15 not fufficient

to doc a lawfull aiion,but it muft be done in
holy manner: for Jawfuil adtions vnlefTe they
be fanétified,are fins: as may appeare by onc
& the fame action done by two perfons. The
Publican and the Pharific goc together to
pray,they doe both one and the fame ations

and yet che ong for his prayer is approoued,

the

. God him(efe dwelling in his heart? Ificbee|

Hencewelezrne, thatbeing dcﬁgm(i and }

butnor,

Luk. 1840,

JDewe, 17.
1hs.

[

Plal. 219,
4

| calling. ewo things are required: The word &

‘iwerdoc,or lcauc themvadone. Dawid a King
#lhadno doubr a-wife and godly Counfell, and
 he himfclfe was a man of grear wifdome, be-

Ithus much fhould cuery man dayly {ay in his
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Bharifie prayedin che pride of his hearc, and
profaned che lawful altion of praierithe Pub-

the pardon of his fins,. and his a&tion was not
onely Jawfull in it felfe , but alfo holy in the
docr. And chis is the point chac muft be leat-
ned and praifed in all thea@ionsof ouscal-
lings : that they muft not onely be lawfallin
themfelues,but alfo lawfullin regard of vs,
This difcoucreth the blindnelle;and igno-
rance of moft men amongft vs:which think it
isfufficient for them , if their a&ions which
chey doe,be lawfull.As for examplaschapmen |
think they may vfe cheir owne liberey in buy-
ing and {elling , becaufe bargaining is Gods
ordinance,and chinke ic necdlelle to regardin
what manner they buy or (¢ll; nay common-
Jythey do not fo much asdreame of thisychat
they are in fuch order to petforme their a&i-
ons, that in theit doingsthey may approouc
themfeluesvnco Gad, .
Inthe fan&ificacien of the workes of our

praycr; 1. Zios. 4,5, for that which Pasl fets
dewneof the v{e of meates and drinkes, muft
beextéded o allche ordinances of God what-
fdeuer. £ will (peake of both thefe in order.
And firit of all, the word.of God muft be our
rle & fquare,wherby. weare to frame and fa-
fhioniall our altions , and according to dire-
&ionreccived thengeywemuft doethethings

inga Prophet of God': and yet hige faith, the
word and she lawes of God are his Comnfellowrs,
Andchat which the Lord commandeth she
King, that ficting vpon his throne he (hould
haue the booke of the law before him, to doc
allchings therin:the fame muft caery fubjedt
likewife in his particular place and ftanding
performe. Peter fithed alnight and caughe no-
ching , inthe morning Chrift came and bad
him caft his nec into the fea; who prefently,
though difcouraged with bad fuccetle before,
faith, Luk:s.5. Lord,ut sby word I wil deest. And

place,chac he wil doe the works of his calling
at Gods commandement , and, accerding to
his word, When the people of Ifracl came out
of Egyptyand wentinto Canaan,atype of the
i kingdome of heauen,in cheir whole journcy,
they were led by a pillar ofa cloud in the day,
and by a pillar of firc 1o che night; when the
cloud.ftood ftil,they ftood (hill,and they were
to follow it which way focucr it went,forward
or backward-Now lookeas the Ifraclites went
to the carchly Canaan by following che pillar
of fire,& the cloud:fo muft we as 1 weregoe
blind-fold,and fuffér our felucsto be ruled by
the word of God in the worksof our calling:
though we feeime inreafon to goe backwards

li¢an prayed in the humilicic of his heare for|.

what it doch command, that muft we dojand

whag ic forbiddath,that muft we efchew.Ma-

the other is not; becaufe the one, thatis, the [A | ny things might berchearfed our of Gods

word for our betcer dire@ion in parriculara-
Giong;bur I wil xeduce them al'to two heads.
Forfome dire&jons ferue forghe cichewing
of vice,and fome ocher for the practife of ver.
tuc. The vicéstobe cfchewed jn the works of
mens callings, are efpecially.swo : Covercufl-
nes,and Injuftice.Couetoutnes is a notorious
vice, whereby all men.almoftpply cheir cal.
lings,and the workes cherof, to the gathering
of wealch and riches : thisis one of the head
and mafter fins of the world, and from it afea
of cuils low both into Charch & Common-
wealch, There be many chashaue'good affe-
&ions, & receiue.che word with iay: yec like

 |the thornie ground,chey are chigked withche
B !

cares of chis world.Now then confider Coen
coufnelfe is fo vile afin, Tet firch as beplaged
in any calling, rake heede of if, and be caren
| full left it cake place in theit;heatcs, and draw,
chem to many other euills. Sainc Paul (atchy
1.T§m46.20, They.that wil by rich, thac is, fuch
| asreferre the labourof.cherr callings co the
gathering of wealth, fall into mety and griesans
semptations, & {0 confequencly into damnatie
on:and cherefore hic addech that Coseronfueffe
i the roote of all swill. - | ¢ may be obje@ed. rhac
vnbeleife is che firft parcicular finne chat ever
came jato the world,&confequenit]y, chat co-
uctoufnes is not the roote of al euil:Y anfwer,
that vabeleefc isa mother of fin,whencealn-
ther fins arife, yet couetopfnes alfo jsaraote

C|in amother refpet ; becaylz, agshegpore gi-

ueth fappe,and nousithment to all the bran-
ches,fo doth coucrouluetle & edery pcherfin,
whatfocuer: where itreignes,no finne dies or
decaies. In the body whenthe fpleenc fivelles,
all ocher parts decay and confume : euen fo,
when the heary fwelles with defire ofriches,al
the graces of God, confume and fade away.
Indas no doube had many good thingsin him:
heforfooke allto be a difciple of Chrit, hee
preached the Gofpellto the Tewesas che reft
of the difciples;he wrought miracles,and caft
out diucls ; nay which is mere, he was one of
Chrifts owne tamily,and as it were a ffeward:
bebare the bag and difpefed of all chings ;. &
D| yetacthe laft,becaufe he fuffered chis damna.
blefinne of couctoufneffe to preusile within
his owne heart , he condefcended to fell his
Mafter for chirey pieces of filuer. And chusall
good chings in him came to noughr;for pre~
{ently vpon this fatt,hc went and defperately
hanged himfelfe; and wich fuch violence caft
himfelfe downe:chac his bowells guthed out.
And thus will it fall out with all {uch as nou-
rith this finneyand giuve place vito itythough
they be neuer fo furnithed with knouledge

zeale, andcommendable life.  1tit be fuf-
fered t0 preuaile 5 it willbring them at laft co
fearcfull and lamentable ends. In a common
family, i¢ is a great diforder to fee the Mafter
play the feruant , and the feruane to doe che
office of the Mafter: much more chen ic is
a diforder in the Church of God, which is
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| Ko family of CHrit, chac men fectheir minds! A
so'the world, and make chemclues feruants'|
afriches, which fhuld rather ferue th&.Our
Sationr Chiifk faith, 7 be Sabbath was made for
man, and not 1 in for the Sabbath ; chen much
ke riches wete miade for minjand not'man
friches, Aanic; cone-ous ind worldly de-
ifes wre agunft the order of nacure: for when
wée corne 1nio'the world, we bring nothing
with vs,and while we liue hereNature s con-
c#ared wich litele: and when we die, we m'uﬁ
carrienathing withvs, but a cotfin, orawin-
ding ftheergwhy chen fhould'we fer ourminds
o much ow earthly things? Kigain,the gate of
Bieduen is traight,& che way rarrow,{o as we
fibdt bre cairic coftruggle andiereepe before |:
makd attyf enerance,& deny all that we
Naw wheri in che wotks of cur calling
e 14 onlyco ger wealth; we do asicwere
¢ barréson hieahen gaces,& loade ourfelues
with bilrdcns.yvhlch make vs vnable to pafle.’
Thitrefore fpetrll Sire mulkbe bud, -that our
firdic & calling be ot fpentin gacheringearch
ly rreafures. Atid citcry man in his calling may
;midie this viéejand the pralife chereot, by
toing thefetwo durics. Firft;He muft reftrain
ks action fromm ‘the world, Sé'coudly , hee
fouift curneand difpofe it to beteer chings, For
the fri o aff- @ioniis like a fea,which being
rFéled 6 pafe his bankes, otterflowesche
wholc countreyand cherforetokeepe our de-
firés in contpallé’, eucryman in hisplace and
callinig thuft libour for two things: firft, for
entartonifu faich the holy Ghoft; Let wor
5 ¢onmerastoribe in conesomfme[Je but be contens
iieh thit whi b you hawe, This contentation 1s
chie eftecming of thar parcicular eftate wherin
God hath placed vs,fobe che beft of al eftaces
forvs that can' be. A notableexample of this
vértue we haucin the Apoftle Pawl:who had
learned in whatfoeuer cftate he was,cherwith
ro be content, And therefore hefaich,Phil.4,
3112, [ canbe abafed, and I can abound, enery
where and in all things 1 am énfbrutted both 80 bee
fullsandto be bungyysto aboundsand te hane want.
Thiswhich Paul praifed, isfoone faid, but
riot fo foone done.Now that we for our parts
may after his cxample be content in cuery e-
{tace of life, we are to performe thefe ducics,
Firft;we mait labour to fee a particular proui-
dence of God,and to haue experience hereof
wnall things thatcome co patle. In health,
wealch, and liberty, allmen acknowledge a
prouidence;butin the contraryeftates of fick-
1es,bondage,& poucrey, &e.che blind world
feeth no prouidence, nor goodnetle of God;
it thuts vp all the goodnetle of God in healch
and wealch,  Bu fuch as profefle the know=
ledge of the true God , muit beccer acquaine
themfelues wich this prouidence and good-
neflc ot God,and labour ro fecle it, 2s well in
ticknes as 10 health, 10 want as in wealth , in
perfecution as in hibertic and peace. And
when we can in fome good meafure do chis,
-xperienceot diuinc prouidence willbreede

and bring forch contentation. An exampleot
chis we haue in Job , who'in the midft of his
croubles,faid, fob,1.21.Tbe Lord ginethyandthe
Lord taketh aay, wow bicffed be the wame of she
Lord:let vs in thefe wordes marke his conten-
cation , and the caufe thereof : namely his
perfwafion , thac God himfelfe did Jay that
affii@ion vpon him,in which perfwafion be-
ing fetled,he giues chankesto God.Sccondly,
we muft labout ¢o be refolued eucn in confci-
ence wich Dayid,that Godis.onr portsow,that is,
thar God the facheris our facher , Chrift Te-
fus our Redecmer , and theholy Ghoft our
fan&ifier and comforter ; herein- we muft fer-
tle our confeiences s and-then may we fay as

| Danid faid, Pfal.16.6. 1 bawe a gosdly beritags:

| 2nd we fhall inde our minds more {etled and

contented, with any eftare good or bad that
befalls vs by the willand appointmét of God.
All men are well pleafed with healeh liberty,
wealthsandif we could beable initruch to fay,
the Lord is my portion,we fhould be well pleal-
<d with ficknetle,bondage,and poucriys And
thus are we to indute our felues to cdtentatid,
Now for the better reftraining of out-af~
fe&ions from the world, two things muft be '
done:firft ofal,we muftin thislife refolue onr
felues to feck for no more,bu chings chat be
necellary andfufficient for vs and ours,For to
fecke for aboundance isnot lawfull, neither
doth i ftand with good confcience, which 1
prouc on chis mannecr.We may fecke for that

C | which we may pray forsbut we hauc po-war-

rant to pray for aboundange s for chings ne-
cellary & fufficient,we hauc watrant to pray,
a1 Agwr doth, Prou.30.8,Gise me neithey poker-
£y mer riches,feed me ith foode coumenient forme.
And Chniftraughe vsto pray on thismanner,
Matth.G.11.Gwe vs this dayewr daily bread:that
is,bread for our fubftances,or fuch bread as is
fufficient to prefecucourlives. AndS, Pawl
plainly condemnes the defire of riches, that
is, of things more then necetfary, affitming
that fuch as defirctoberich,fal into the fnares
of the duc.Some haue obferued 12 wonders
in the Mannaef the Iewes.x. The children of
Tiracl were fed with it, 40. yeares, 2. To the
godly it tafted according to.cuery onc his de-
fire, 3.T o the vngodly it wasloathfome. 4 A
Gomar of it{ufficed all ffomacks: 5 Whether
men gathered more or lelfc,they had ful mea:
fure , neicher more norlelle,, thacis, a Go-
marfull, 6. Two Gomars full before the Sab-
bach, on other dayes but one Gomar ful. 7.1t
fell cuery day,bus on che Sabbath. 8.Ir melt-
ed in the fun,and was hardened in the fire.g.
Te was kept many yearesin the Arkeynputri-
fied 10, Being preferucd dil che morrow it pu-|
trified,excepe on the Sabbath.x1.He that Ea-
thered leatt had his Gomar full. 12. He that
gathered moft, had buchis Gomar. Now
by the moft of thele wonders, and fpecial-
ly torthat Manna laid vp till che next day pu-
|enificd,and that cucry Iew had his competent

| ineafure, were his labour mere or leffe,we are

1,Tim6,8

Rufflib1
Capalde

taugihi

Dent.17.
18,17,

" | affetions,that they {ecke noc for tharaboun-

.| much more is it the dutic of the people: and
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taughe, chac che fecking & defire of aboun-
dance,pleafech ot God. The Lord comman-
deth the king by exprefle law, that he fhould
not mulkiply his horfes,nos his filuer & gold:
itisnot here the intent of God ro bar Kings
from feeking for things fufficient to main-
taine oheir kingdomcs;but to moderate cheir

dance, which may ferue to maincaine, not.
one, but twoor three kingdomes. If God
fend aboundance of things more then necel-
farie to Princes, they may receiue them at
the handof God, & theyare to be thankfull
therfore:but kings themfelucs may not feeke
for more, then which is fufficient forcheir
cftates.

Now if chis be the dutie of the Prince,then

fubieQs in kingdomes fhould contentthem-
felues, if they haue as much as will prouide
them foade ind raiment,and thusmuch law-
fully may they fecke for. "As for 1

r ,a

of God & man, The fecond kindof bleffimrps
which be in refpedt, are fuchas are govd m
themfelues,but not goodto cuery perfois hac
hath thcm:‘ﬁ.lch areriches and aboundance of
worldly things : Thus then T anfwer, Euery
blefling of God may. bee fough, it fo bee |
knowicisa bleflingto me:therforel may law
fully fecke for faith,& repentance, & alifuch
gifts of Godyas are fimply bleffings. " Bug-wee
may not l'_ccke for fuch things , "as iic‘ks'nely
bleflings in fome refpe, valetle e, binfay
they are bleffings to vs: a fword oi aknife ire
good things in them(elues,& haue cheir ¥fe:
butthey are not good in the hand of a childe,
B|orofamadman, becaufe they maythereby

hurcthemfelues. And fo are richds goed in’
themfelues,but not for enery man-dind thetes
fore nofurcher to be foughe, thenwe know
they are 509-11 and profitable for vs.

mafter of a family, may with goodconfci

e J,it' lleadged,when men do fecke
. :

fecke for that meafurc of wealth , asfhall in
Chrigtian wifdome be thoght meete to main-
taine him & his family,with conuenientfood
and raiment:hauing obtained chus much, a
pawfe muft be made,and he may not proceed
turther, to inlarge his cftate, by fecking for
thacaboundance thatmay well ferue hisown
houfe,and a fecond,or many families more. It
may be here demanded, how we are ro judge
what is fufficient for anyman ? Tanfwer,we
muft eftimate fufficiencie;not by the affetid
of couctousmen,for then nothidg thall euer
be fufficié:but we areto procéed by the fame
ralein chis manner,as in like cafe ofappatell,
Becaufe the word of God hath giuen n6 par-
ticular rule,how eucry man or woman fhould
be attired : thercfore our rule muft be the ex~
ample&judgement of the godly,& grane mé
& women of our cftate and order.So likewife
for afufficiencicin things of this life,our rule’
muit be the common judgement and pradtife
of the moft godly,frugall,and wife men with

whom we line: and that which they in good
confcience judge fufficicntand neceffary for
euery man,according to hisplace and calling,

that is to be efteemed fufficient. And here we

muft remember, ner to make one rule for

all men, that chings fufficient for one fhould

be fufficient for all : but cuery man muft bee

meafured according to his condition and de-

gree. Forasoneman is aboue another in de-
gree,more or lelle, {0 to one is more required
for {ufliciencic then to another,Bur the coye-
tousman may except, and fay , Euery gift of
God may be foughe for : Bl)l,r’abuunﬂagncc'is
the blefling and gifc of God, and therefore it
may be foughe for.l anfwer,We muft diftin-
guifh the blcflings and gifts of Gody fome of
them are imply bleflings;and fome oncly in
refpeé, Thofe which are fimply bleflings are
fuch giftsand graces of God asare not onely

. cesthey findeir,and God woild
not giucit them,vnletle it were ableffingbe-
caufe,whatfoeucr is of God, is good.I anfwet,
firft of all,that Godin giuing aboundance to
the couctous man,is void of al blariie;for the |
queftion is,of themans fecking & receiuiigy|
not of Gods giving. A gainc,whé God émit%
aboundance to fome thac feeke it; be giues.a
bleffing,butlike to the quailes which Eé gagé
‘| to the Ifraclites, that bioughta plaguc :virh
them: for God ofsericimes giueth temiporail
bleflingsin his wrath, Thirdly, it may be'al-
lcadggd,that God hath made a promifcto e-
uery righteous man, that hee fhall receive'a<
boundance:riches and creafures thall be in his
houfe(faith Dasid) & therefore hee may liw-
fully feek'c for riches.I anfwer,two waies; firft,
that by riches in the word of God is ofcé ving
derftood thingsneceflary 5 and not aboun
dance.Secondly, ifriches be taken for aboun-
dances 1anfwer, that promifes concernin
temporall bleflings muft bevnderftood WitE
exception of the croffe and chaftifement $ and
therefore the meaning of the Pfalmitt is,chac
riches fhall be giuen to the righteous, vnlefd

by want & pouerty, And that chis place muft
chus be vnderitood, it appeares leinly,‘I‘Iahj

A\ thac hath them: and fuch are the gi ik,
2 ifes of faithy |,
of repentance,ofthe feare of Goc%&'r’h! l:ﬁ;

Phal 112

D] jtbethe will of God to excercife and try himi | .

3.

11.37. where fome are commended, becaufe
they endured pouerty by faith , wandring
too andfroin (heepe-skins and goacesskins.
And Lazarus when hee died , was recciued
into Abrabams bofome thoughin his life
time hee hadnot fomuch as crummes from
the richmans table ,to fcede hisbody. Now
then if the promife were abfolute, euery man
mightfecke for aboundance,and cuery belee-
uer fhould haue it:buc fecing it is codirional,
& weare vacereen whether it wil pleafe God
rotry vaby want or no 5 cherefore wee may
not feck for aboundance. Fourchly,it may be
alleadged, that euery man mut doe good to

bleflings in themfelues,but alfo in cuery man

‘ItheChurch and Comimon-wealth,& therfore

he
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free muft feeke for plency; that he may haue (A
wherwith to do this good; Lanfwer,we muft
do good indeed,buc yerwichin the compallc
of our eftitesand callings, and according to
our ability;for God accepteth euery man ac-
cording to that he hath, and nocaccording
to thac he hach not. \

Laftly,it is alleadged, that there be exam-
ples of righteous men ; 25 Abu.lmn_, facobs
and Salomon , thac abounded with riches. T
anfwer, they got not theirriches by l'cel:mg
aboundance : they weremaderich by Gods
fending,not by their own feeking.So may a-
ny man accept abundace, when it is the plea-
fure of God to beftow it vpon them , while

(hewed, that eithet Zbrabam, laceb, or Sale-
wow, Wanting riches, fought for them: but
commonly the conerous man laycs plots how
to gerthus much for himfelfe, & thus much
for his children , fo many hundreds, and fo
thany thoufands: wheras lacob asked of God,
buc food and rayment, Therfore whatfoeuer

man can with good cdfcience feek for chings
more then necelfary. And thisoncthing muft
be asa cordevnto vs, to reftraine our affeeti-
ons from the world : that God hath giuen a
commandement , that we muft l‘eckg onely
for things,that may bein Chriftian wifdome
cfteemed necellanie,

Now let vs proceed to fearch how wemay
turne our affeétions from the world to better
chings.The way is this.As the cholerick per-
fons that defirc to reftraing their haltineile,
muft curn it ngain& chemfelues fortheir own
finnes: Euen fothe worldling that defires to
turne his gripple mind from earchly things,
muft fee his minde on the kingdome of hea-
uen.And for the doing of chis,two things are
efpecially required:firft, wemuft endeauor to
haue the eycs of our mindes enlighcened by
Gods fpirit,that we may fcehow happythee.
{tate is that God hach preparedin his owne
Kingdome for them chat louc him. Thus
Pawl prayed for the Ephefians , Epb. 1. 18.
| Thae the eyes of their vnderflanding might be in-
lightned, that they mighs know what the bope was
ofsherr callingy and what she riches of bis glorioms
inberitance is in the Saims. Thebeaft chac goes
in a bare cdmon, if once it fet eye on a beteer
pafture,wil without furcher delay,ouer hedg,
and ditch and all,till it come into che faid pa-
fture.Now that whichisin nature,fhold much
more bein them that arc parcakers of the
| grace of Chrift, Th erefore ‘although like
moales we hauc our heads alwaics roring vn-
derthe earth : yetif we doby grace but caft
our cy¢s to the joyes of heau,we cannot but
rugne our hearrs from che loue of this prefent
wotld, A notable example of this we haue in
Mofes, who when hemighc haue bin heire
to Pharaoes daughter,refufed honor;effeeming
the rebuke of Chryfb greater viches then the irea-
fures of Egypribecanfe bs badreflett 10 tha recons-

they walke in their callingss Anditcanocbe|B

penceof reward.  Thus God in mercy opened
his eyes, - and madc him fee the happy eftate
of the kingdome of heauen,and therby cau-
{ed him to leaue and forfake the honour and
wealth of Egypt. .
Sccondly,b\zsmuﬂ; indeauor to haue in our
heatts,a fenfe & feeling of the want of Chrift,
& to fee our damnable eftate in our felues,&
how greatly we ftand in need of the blood of
Chrift to wafh away our fins. Behold a nota-
ble meanes to make any mﬁ((hou%h hewere
couctoufnelle ic felfe) to turn his heart from
the pelfe of this world,and to feek wholly af-
ter fpiritual & heauenly things.For the con-
(ideration of our own mifery in our felues,&
aliuely fenfe of the neede we haue qf(;hnﬂ,
wil make vs hunger after himand his righte-
oufnes,aboue al thingsin (h_c wor]d..We find
by experi€ce,thar many are induedwith good
gifes of knowledg,of ioy in the word ofS: od,
of zeale 5 &, who neucrtheleflein their cal-
lings be ouercome with thisfoule fin of co-
unetoulnes: & the reafon is,becaufe they were
neuer thoroughly ouched with any fenfe or
feeling of che needthey had of Chnift, their
heares are dead in fin & cortuption,and they
neuer kpew thevilencs of their own natures,
and in what excreame mifery they are oue of
Chrift, And if theymight be broughe toa fee.
ling of their vnworthmes, & made to hunger

C | afcer him, they would thenbegin to fay with

S. Panl, 1effeeme all thing adung in regardoj

Chrifty And with Dauid, As the Hart braies)

after thevisers of waters,fo shirfteth my fouls af-
ter thee,O Lord, Thisis the counfell of Chrift,
Firft focke the kingdome of G 'mi & his righteonf-
weffe, Maith,6.3 3. We mutt in our [elucs beas
the wounded man that lay in the way, tha
Chrift Iefusthe truc Samaritane may come
by vs to fupple our wounds;and to powre his
owne pretious bloodinto our foules, Foras
Mary (aid,God jilies the bongry with gosd things,
bt she vich be [ends cmpty away, And thus fhal
we be able byGods graceto turn ouraffectiss

fet on the world,to heauély things. Thusalfo
we fee how to walk in our callings withgood
confcience,&to auoid the fin of couetoulnes,
Now | come to the fecond fin of injuflice,
wherby men abufc their callings,co the hore
andhindcrance of orhlc‘rs,eid;lcr Pu'bhzl'“‘ybm
rinatly. Example of thiswe have in Zaccbe.
5: the gublicanlz who enrichcd himfclfe by
cauillation. Now this fin fpreades it felfe as
largly chrough all degrees and flates of men,
as the former finne of_couctoufnetlc; as will

| appeare 5 if we do but rake aview of fuch

asbe the principall callings. And firft;to be-
gin with Emperors and Princes, by whom is
pradtifed the greateft iniuftice that can be,
as they arcin the greaceft callings: for many
of them content not themfelues with their
own dominids, but encroach either by fraug
orby violenee on their neighbor-kingdons,
and for the encreafing of chr cftates, fpare
ot to -fhed rivers of blood, As at this day,

the

Phil,2.8
DPlali43a

Loks.§3

LukJg9.8

| fome other fleece out of the living.

{-Andin che alling of the Booke-feiler there
1is like injuttice,in thar they fel al bodks,good

ouer head, witholtr any regard, to cuery one

the Turkein Afia,and the Spaniard aifo,who
feckes by all means to make himf(clfeche Em-
perourof the Weft parcs of che world, Like
injuftice appearcsin che calling of fuch magi-
ftraces asvie totake bribes , rorefpect mens
perfons in executing jufticeand judgement,
injufticealfo creepes into the chairc of Afe-
fesswhen the word of God, thefood of mens
foules is with-held, as alfo when it is corrup-
ted,parcly by the poifon of mens errors, part-
ly by thedeuifes of mansbraine, Injuftice in
the calling of che Lawyer,is to takelargerfees,
then ftatutes or confcience will allow: and co
make delay of fuices, yea co delay thems, not
frommorning eill nighe, as Jethro {aid to Mo-
fes,buc from terme to terme, yea from yeare
to yeare, for the increafing of their gaine. In
the calling of the Phyfirianyit is injuftice, to
minifter phyfick co the bodies of men, that is
learned out of bookes, without any experi-
ence; allo co minifter phyficke vpon the bare
infpe@id of the vrine;which by che beftlear-
ned is judged to be infufficiene,& oftencimes
deceittull: yeato prelcribe drunkenneife and
fornication for the.cure of fome difeafes: and
to minifter phyficke to parties abfenc, vpon
che ereting of the figure ac the cime of thein
cerrogati. In the calling of the Merchant &
trades-man,ther is falle weigtsjand fal(c mea-
fures,diversweighes and diuers meafures; in-
grofling,mingling,changing,fesring a glofle
on wares by powdering, ftarching, blowing,

ring,& all manner of bad dealing. In the pa-
tron,there is prefentation given, bue with fe-
crec condition of hauing his owne tythesy or
In the
land-Jord,there is racking of rents,taking im-
moderate firics 3 inclofing of .grounds that
haue laien common time out of mind: & the
caufcis, wantof fobriety and remperance in

diet & apparcl. In che husbandman & corne-

monger ; there isexceeding injufticeyin hor-

ding vp graine.cill the dinte of furcher aduan-
rage: & in eaking whatfocucr they can gec for

theowne,thogh it be ro the fhedding ot the

bload of the poore.In the calling of the Prin-

rer,which Hhould (eruc for che fpecial good of
the.Church and Common-wealth,thereis ex- |y
ceediby injuftice done to boeligby the publi-
fhing cflipels,and herceicall bookes,whereby
erxarsarc {pread abroad, as alfo by publithing
vachatt, inmodeft, & voprofitaple writings:

and bad, of cruth and tallhood; and thac hand

chdt commezh.. For atthis:dagsin Englanda
Papift may furnjfh himfc ke almoft wich ail
kind of bookes of his own hevefiejand thac in
she fhoppss of the Proteftancy.. d:chikg to be |
thoughcwpong &:that which gréacly hinders
the good of shisour Church, Fhus oueralhie:
ftates &, callings she canker-of injuftice hach
{pread.itfclt;foashvs may take wp the eoplaine

v T?mt/fe of (allings.

A of the Prophét Micah, It s bard 1o finde a vigh*

. owner,to be willing to let chem go: fhewing

darke fhops,glozing,fmooching,lying, {wea- c

‘| ofall, it is Gods commandement, thaccucry

{ Now then,if we haue bin fauley in this kinde

A cience of ti‘lis commandement. Secondly,we

1 all our worfhipand fcruice of Godin prayer
{ abhor your Sabb.athi ¢ xew moones:and che rea~

| man [hould ewoff a drgs necke, and offer it him
{in a facrifice; becaute shey hued in their wics
| kedncfle. Thirdlysthey shac pratife injuftice
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seous manenery man lases a ne: for bigbrothersand
[eekesh his bwre,bi; blood ,andvetsr vndoing. This
is{o plaine,that he which hath but halfar eie
may feeit.Yec the vnjuft men witeth not ex-
cules,buc faich, The world is naughe;& there
fore they thar will fine in thc world muft doe
as other mé do. Anf. This ir.deed is che blind
reafon of vngodly menzbut S.Peslgiueth an-
otherrule,and bids vs w.iik: vnblaszably in this
prefens World, as lights in the middsft of a crocked
and pernere genevation. And chough che whole
world (hold giuc themfelues to the pra&itz ot
injuftice,yee he chae is che child of God,muft
carry himfelfe in his csiling in fuch manner, |
that he may be alight to them with whom he
liuech.Ocher more biinde 2nd thanielefl, for
the maintaining of their injiticeyalledge the
example and praife of our Sauicyr Chrift,in [
fending for another mans Atfe and che Gol,
whé he went o Ierufalein, Bur who doth not
fee the nororivusabufe of this place of Scrip-
ture? For our Saniour Chrift did chisas Lord,
not onely of the beatt, buc alfo of the-owner,
And theretore when he fenc his Difeiples, ac
the fame time he inclined the heare of the

thercby himfelfe to be che Lord,that hach the
hearts of all men in his hand, & confequent-
ly the gouernour of all things clfe.Ocher alle-
gations for the defence of injuftice are of no
moment, Now then, wemutt enter into c¥a-
mination of ail the workes of our callings, &
finding what ftands noc with cquity & juftice
we are totorfake i, Andche better to perfwad
vs hereunro,thele reafons miay be vied, Firft

man fhould dealz juflly in cthe workes of his
callingzas Paul taich to Tras , The graceof God
that bringeth (aluation vt alm:n bath appeared,
& teachctbvs,ehat we fhould deny vngodlines and
worldly lnfts,and thas We [bowid line fsberly, righ-
teoufly,e” godly sn this prefent world Againe,Let
o wi defrand or oppreffe bis brosber in any thing,

heretoforey ler vs now begin to make con-

muft confider wirh our felucs,that falong as
we pradtifeinjuftice in.om particular calling,

and thanksgiuing,in hearing the word, & re-.
cening the Sacraments,is an abominatid va-
tothe LordHercupon he faich to the lewes,/

fon is,becanfe cheir hands were full of blood.
Agaioesthe Lord profcﬂé(h that the facrifices |
offired vmgo-him by the Iewes , were, asifa

haue che curfe of Ged to followv them. Pan/
faith,tharche vniuft man b2kl newer cnter into the
kingdoms of God, And Mofes faich , tharthey |2
which v[e falfe weigbts are am absmination to the

Lord. Lookc then how many praftifes of

Injuftice
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Injuftice be vledin any mans calling,fo many
barres and ftops there bee to keepe him from
the kingdome of God. Laftly, let vs marke
whatS. Paul faith of himfelfe,chat(2 Cor.2.11.)
In all things be had acare to pleafe God,in coufide-
vationof the terronr of the Lord:& charisas if he
had faid; I know in the laft day Imuft come
tothe barre of Gods judgment,and there bee
tried of all the chings I doe,and cherefore doe
[ endeanour co keepe agood confcience in all
the workes of my calling. . Andin che very
fame manner fhould every onc of vs ftirre vp
our felues to the practife of juftice, and to the
auoiding of bad dealing in our callings: for ac
the latt day , the bad pradtifes of every man
fhall be made maniteft, and we fhall be judged
according to thar we haue wrought when we
linedin che flefh, Thus much for che two
vicesto be auoided in euery mans calling.,
The virtues which the word of God requi-
rech ot vsin the praife of our callings, are

fairh,] mcanc not onely fauing faith,but ano-
cher particular faich arifing of itywhereby wee
mut be pcri'waded,(hac our particular calling
and the workes thercof, arc plealing varo
Ced a~d char hee will giveablefling vneo
them for Chrijts fake. And whatfoeuer is not
of thisfaich,is (in. When N34 is faid to build
an arke byiaith,we muftnot only vnderftand
juftitzing faith, buc withallanother particu-
iar farch Howing from ic:whereby he was per-
{waded, that the building of the Arke wasa
werke acceprable vato God, and that hee
fhould findea bleffing therein. And withont
this partienlar faich, noman can pleafeGod
inany calling. Now there isa relarion be-
cweene faith , and the word: where faich is,
chere muft be 2 word of God; and wherethe
word is notythere can be no faith, And chere-
tore thar the aétions of our callings may bec
done in faich, we muft haue a word whercon
to build our taich, And this word is twofold: a
word of commandement, and a word of pro-
mife.  The Commandement is chat word of
God, whercby theactions of eucry manscal-
ling,are either expreflely commanded, orac
lealt approoued. The promile, is a particular

confequent to bee gachered out.of che Scrip-
ture 5 whereby God hath promilcd to blefle
thelabours and workes of our callings, And
for knowledge ot both thefe, muft euery one
labourin his place, The Maicitrate muft haue
acommandement from God in his word char
. muft authorize him to draw the fwords anda
promifc-of blcliing and prote@ion;when vp-
on goad caufe hce drawes the fword indeede.
Thelike muft che Minitter hauefor his cal-
lingand che man otsrade for his. And he thar
hach'net bocha commandement. & promife,
canaot poffibly doc the workes of his calling
in faith, . HE

Now ifany fhall chinke thisftrange & hard,
lee them conlider whar is dorie in towhesand

many,but two cfpecially:Faith, and Lowe. By |

word, either direétlypropounded, or by juit |.

A

B

corperations. Men of the fametrades, haue
their Wardens and Mafters of their Compa-
nies, yea decrees and ordinances, to which

| they binde and conforme themfelues.Now it

men be content to binde themfelues to cheir
owne ordinances, fhall they not much more
yeeld chemfelnestothe dements of
God,and walke in their callings according to
them? Againe,when men chus live by faith,
hauing regard to Gods commandements, ic
caufeth chem to doe their adtions in obedi-
ence. And when they (hallby the fame faich
reft vpon the promifc of God y it will make
them caft their workes on the Lord, andfrec
them from carking & diftruftfull cares, which
pull che heart in peeces. And by this meanes
alfo, they fhall ¢ale their mindes, when they
lye vaderthe croffes,thac are incident vnto e-
uery calling fince the fall of eAdam:for in this
promifc we fhall behold the blefling & good-
nelle of God in the middeft of our troubles.
As the wood thar Mofes caft into che biteer
waters,made them fweete s fo the promife of
God viewed by the eye of faith, fweetneth

| the troubles and croiles of callings.

The fecond vertue is loue, Faith which is a-
lone in juftification,goech not alone in life &
conuerlation, but loue & faith are both joy-

‘I ned togetheryfor faith worketh by loue, And
‘tyec they are not one and the fame vertue, bue

differin their aftions:as the man that ferueth

‘] a Mafon vﬁnn the ladder,hach vle of both his
one he ftaiech hamfelfe, with the |

hands,wit
other he reachech vp hisburden:fo hath cue-
ry man in his calling the vfe of twa fpiricuall
hands,thc hand of faith, & the hand ofloue »
the hand offaith,keepech him in compafle, &
(taieth the minde vpon the word of God : &
‘the hadof leuereacheth out it felfe to ochers
in dutics of loue towards God and man : and
chus faith and loue differ. Now the pra@ife of
loue ftands in twe things. Firftywe muft refer
all the workes of our callings,to the honour,
praifc,and glory of God:and hereisthe prin-
cipall thing wherein loue confitts.And there-

Chrift confiraineth me,fignifying chereby,that
whereas Chrift had foloued him,asto fhed his
blood for him, thatvery louedid conftraine
him to refer al that he could do,to the honor
and praife of Chrift, Now looke what Pan/
here faith,the fame muft euery particular ma
in his calling {ay of himfelfe : that the louc ot
Chrift in fhedding his blood for him, conft-
rainech him to doe all things for the henour|
& praife of hisname. The fecond duty of louc
is, to apply the workes & dutics, and labours |
of our callings; . to the good of the Church.&
Common-wealth, and the place whereot we
are membersi Thus Pas/faith to the Galaci-
ans, Gal, §.1:3.. Do feruice onc to anothoer by lowe,
And thisis donewhenwe imploy our labour,

for the good af.our brethren:and thusbricf-
Iy we {eé how loue isput in pra&ife. - .
-If we fhall examine our /alucs by thefe two

forc Paml faith notably of himfelfe, The lowe of | *

A Treatg/z’ of Callings. 773

points, it will appeare , that moft men come
fhort of their duties:for whereasit is the pro-
perty of vnfained loue , notto feeke hisowne
things, but the good of others : thecommon
pra&ife of men isto imploy their paines for
themfelues, accordingto the common faying ;
Euery man for himfclfe,8 God for vs al Now
are the euill daics , whereinmenare louers of
themfelues. The moouing caufe almoft in eve-
ry manthat caufeth him to do the dutiesof his
calling, isthe refpe@efprivate benefit. It is
hardto findea manthat labours in his calling
vpon loue to Gods glory and the good of his
brethren. Thus we fee how Gods word giues
diretion for the holy vfe of our callings-

The fecondmeans to fanftifie our callings,
and the workes thereof,is Prayer. This prayer
is that, wherby we do not only pray vnto Ged
for the pardon of ou fins, and for the fupply
of fixch graces,as cocetne life eternall,but par-
ticularly,for a blefsing vponthe labours of our
callings; whoie beginning muft be with pray-
er, and indue feafon end with thankfgiuing.
The commandement to thisputpofe is plaine,
Whatfocuer ye do inwordor deed,do all inthename
of the Lord lefus gining thankes to GodsCal.3.17.
The meaningis, that when we enterprifc any
bufines, eitherin fpeechor aiti6, we muft firft
callon God for hisblefsing,& giue him thanks
inthe end. Danid faith, Pfal 127.2. Exceps the
Lordbnildthe boufe,they labor in vaine tha bnild

man keepes thewatchinvare 1f Panlbefore bee
took fhipping praied onthe fhoare, then much
more muft wedoe it, in the maineand weigh-
tie workesof our callings. Parents in their fa-
milies teachtheir childrentofay, Father Ipray
‘you bleffeme, Mother 1 prayyonbleffime. Well, |
Gods Church s his family, and men that liue |
thereinare thechildrenof God ; heis the Fa- |
ther and the Mafter ofthat family : therefore |
let thispradife of earthly parents teachvs,
when we begin the acionsof eur calling, to |
goeto our heauenly Father for his blefsing.
This wee muft remember to prattife, and fo
fhall we fan@ifie the workes of our callings.
The fecond thing required , in doing the
wotks of a mans callingin good manner, and
which ferues alfo fora good continuance in
the calling, is Conftancie. And it is nothing
elfe,but a perfenerance in good duties ; which
is the more needfull becanfe it is no commen-
dation for vs, to make choife of a good and fic
calling, and to enter into it valeile wee goe
through-ftitch in the duties thereof. Foreuen
asthe fouldier in the ficld muft not change his
place, wherein hee is placed by the Generall,
but muft abide by it,tothe ventring of hislife:
o muft the Chriftian continue and abide in
hiscalling,without change or alteratio. There
is a certaine lightneffe in the nature of man,
whereby it commeth to paffe, that many like
better of other mens callings then of their
owne : and hercupon are mooued vponeuery

it 3 and except the Lovd keepe the Citie,the warch- c

A

B

D

light occafion to altertheir calling. Butinthe

text in hand, the holy Ghoft meetes with this
lightnefle, by commanding eucry than to con-
tinue conftant indoing the duties of his parti-
cular calling; Let enery man abide in that vocati.
onwherein e was called. And we muft be care-
tull toasoid three lets of Conftancic: Am-
bition,Enuy,Impaticnce. Ambitionis a vice,
whereby any man thinking better of himfelfe,
thenthere is caufe he fhould , becomes male-
content with his particular calling, and feckes
for himfelfe an higher place, and abettere-
ftate. Anexample of this Ambition we haue
inour firft parents:who by Satansallurement,
became male-content with that eftate wherin
they werccreated , & fonght toattaine to the
condition of God himfelfe. And this finne of
theirscleaues faft tothe nature of euery man
and by itwee are eafily carricd to adiflikeof
our condition. Thus Abfolems through Am-
bition, was mooued to fecke hisfathers king-
dome,iudging bafely of his prefent cftate; for
outof naturall felfe-lone fpringeth Ambitiom,
And for the better redrefsing of this vice in
our felues, euery man mutft enter into confide-
rationof his owne eftate: we muft bethinke
our fclues,that in refpe of our bodies, we are
but dut and afhes, and to duft wee muft re.
tarne againe:: thar in refpe of the difpofition
of ourhearts,altogether fet vpon finne,we are
farre more wretched thenany other creature ;
and alfo that of our felues wee haue not any
fufficicncy tor the doing of the leatt and fmal-
left duticof the bafefk calling in the world :
forof eur felues weare not fufficient tothinke
onegood thought , much Ieflcto performe a
sooddutie acceptable toGod , in any calling
whatfoeuer. And therefore we muft confider
with eur felues, that in eur particular callings,
wee are but as weake inftruments in thehand
ofthe Lord,who is the principall worker and
agent. Thefeand thelike meditations might
mooue vs to contentation in the calling in
which God hath placed vs.

The fecond impediment to Conftancie , is
Enuie, which is a pining away of the heart ,
whenwe fce others placed in better callings
and conditions then our felues. This is 2 com-
moo finne, and it isthe caufe of muchdiffenti-
on in the common wealth. Itisone of e 3s-
chiaxel his policies , toholdeitneceflarie ina
common-wealth, that menof fundry degrees
and caliings, fhould enuy and maligne eacho-
ther. But contrariwife it isa manifeft hindrace
to conftancy in good dutics, and hurtfull both
to Church and commen-wealth. And for the
better redrefsing of this fault,weareto confi-
der,that the greateft callings that bec,are not
ordained for the maintenance of pride, & for
the private benefitof men, but for the som.
mon good. Secondly, thatfuchas are placed
in thegreateft callings,haue the greateft char-
ges , and therefore are to yeeld vnte God the
greatelt accompt.

Thethird impediment of Conftancy isim-
patience, whichisadifquictncsof minde; ari-

e
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fing from the continuall troubles that arein- A things:with belps, vacations changes. Touching

! cident to all callings , fpecially when men are |
not able to beare them, nor to brooke the in-
iuries that are commonly done voto them in
word or deed. This very finne maketh many a
man to leaue his places Suchasgoe to fez, for ;
their delight, make choiceof faire and calme
daies; afterward beeingficke, yea toffedwith
winde & weathcr;and in fome danger of their
liues,they wifh themftlues on land again, be-
ing grieued they cuer came on fhip-bood ;
protefsing if they come to land againe, neuer
tocome on fea any more. Euen fo dothitfare
with many men, both in Church and Com- |
men-weaith: theytake aliking of this or that
calling, they enter intoit,hoping for pleafirre, '
wealth, and approbation of men : now after-
ward findingthemfeluesdifappointed of their
expedation,andto walke incallings with ma-
ny troubles and difcomforts , hereupon they
beceme impatient, and cither doe indeed, or
greatly wifh o leaue their callings.Now to re-
medy this vice,we muft refolue to go on,todo
the duties of our callings, to go through-ftich
inall croffes or calamitiesthat may befall vsa-
ny way:arming our felues with all meete and
neceflary patience. Thus Chrift commanded
his difciples to poffe(fe their fonleswith patience.
And Panul chargeth the Philippians, tolet thesr
patient and cquall mindes be known toall men. The
| Surgeon thatisto cut his patient , goes on to
| launch & to worke hiscure, though his pati-
| ent crie nener fomuch: fo muft we in our par-
i ticalar callings go on with couraged conftan-
' cie,to doethe duties theieof, for theglory of
' God, & the good of men, though there bene-
+aer fo many lets & impediments to hinder vs:
tand as Paul faith , to pafle through good re-
portand bad report, through thame & rebuke.
And that we may thus conftantly proceede
inall good duties withal! patience, wee muft
often remember, that the dutics of any lawfull
!calling , be it neuer fobafe, are acceptedand
approoued of God. Our Saniour Chrift him-
| felfe complaineth onthis manner, 7 bawe labox -
vedin vaine,l haue fpent my ftrengthin vaine, Efa.
49-4. Here wee feethe little fucceffe that the

inhiscalling; but let vs fee,how deth he com-
forthimfelf ? furely thusinthe words follow-
ing, But mywerkis withmy God:thatis,howfoa
ucr men fubmit not théfeluesto my dorine,
yet my Father approeucthit. It wasa thing
thattroubled Saint Paul, that his laber inthe
miniftery did net turne te the good of all,but
was to fome the fauour of death todeath: yet
he comforts himfelfe with chis,thatalwaiesto
God it wasa fweet fmelling fauour;and by the
i fame confideration of Gods approbaticn, we
 fhould arme our felucs with patience, that we
may with good confcience goe on in good
I‘duties to the end. Thus much of the three
{impediments of Conftancie.
{ Toproceede yet further : Conftancie here

head and perfet Do@our of the Church had P

helpes, theordinance of God is for the better
continuance of callings, that cuftomes & tri-
bute be paid to Magiftrates;neceffary ftipends,
tythes and dues to minifters of the word: and
Aefes faith, Deut.x5.7.that al fuchas doe the
offices of their callings diligently,& for althis
fal to decay,wanting the blefsing of God vpd
their labours, muft be helped by lending free-
ly by forgining of debts, and otherlike curtes
fics. Let havd-harted men thinke vponthis,
that will not in fuch cafes lend freely, but prey
on fiich perfons till they haue fucked their
bones. Thefe arethebane & plague of a com-
mon-wealth:thefe are they that make beggars
and vagabonds. For where there isno free len-
ding,there many a man goes to wracke, Uaca-
#ion isto furccate fr0 doing the duties of a par-
ticular calling for fome time orfpace : andit
hathhis warrant from Gods word, which al-
lewcth vacation in three refpeds. Firfl for re~
ligion fake, which is the principal vacation of
al, &itis cc ded in the fourth ¢

dement, Remewsher the Sabbath day, that is,the
day of reft,or of vacation, tokeepest boly. And
here enery man is bound in confcience before
God, tafurceafe from the duries of his calling
onthe feaventh day, which is nowin the new
Teftament, the Lords day, & foistocontinue
to thelalt indgement. Andthis vacation is nci-
ceflary cuen in common reafon; for without it
there can be nogood proceeding in religion,
It is the meances to begin,continue,& increafe
both knowledge and grace. He that hath the
moft excellent gifts of nature, fhal never be g
ble to attaine tolearning , vnlefle he fethim-
felfeapart, and giuc himfelfeto ftudy : much

more then,the knowledge of the myfteries of
the kingdome of heauen cannot be obtained ,
vnlefl men at fome times lay afide all worldly
affairessfpecially on the Sabbath daies. There-
fore itis for the good of families,towns,coun-
tries, and kingdomes, that the Lords day bee
kept, and confequently it ftands vs in hand
to take the benefit of this vacation, & to vie it
for the increafe of faith, repentance, and obe-
dience, if wedefire the faluationof our owne
foules. God,who is the foucraigneKing oucr
all,mighthane inioyned vsa perpetuall labour
from oneday to another for al the daies of our
liues: but tendring our good and faluation,he
inioyned vs to labour fixe daies,commanding
avacation on the feauenth.

The fecond vacatienis in refpe of recrea-
tion, whichalfo hath his warrant when it is
lawfully vfed. God commandeth eucry man
tolabour in his calling, and to eate his owne
bread in the fweate of his browes:and in com-
manding labour, he alloweththe meanes that
make vs fit to labour. And therefore withall
be admitteth lawfull recreation, becaufe itis a
neceffary meancs to refrefh cither bodic or
mipde, that we may the better doe the duties
which pertaine vitovs. Of recreation I haue

;commandcd , maftbe vnderftood withthree

fpoke elfe-whercsthereforc it fhal fuffice row

— briefly/ |
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bricfly to-propound a caneat:or two. .Tou-
ching recreation,thefe caueats muﬁhf Emes

{ in time of conthgious peftilence. It isallead~

ged ,:t_hit_fo'ﬁ!; is aflat diftruftingof God,

bred. Firlk ofalyiemuftbe moder:

itig'ameans to call and draw usfrom our.cal-:
lings. Segondlysic.mult bee inthings lawfull.
Thirdly,it muft beon the daies of labour : for
Jabour is- then oncly commanded, and there~
fore recreation which s a farceafing fromi la~

4s therp] Wwould not preferue and defend
vs. Fanfiver; that diftsutting of God.isnota
fapltinghe.action of fiying, bitinthe perfons
that .fhie;: :Men that labour for meidte and
dritike,dacmary times-diftoaft the:goodaefie
of Godjyetihe faultisgot nthe labour itfelf,

bau far atime, and feructhonely to make.vs
moxe able to continue in laboiir; muft be.of
thefixe daics, & not onthe Sabbath: at which:
time,becaufe we. mult abftaine from ordinary.

bat:imthe partiesthat endure the labour. Sea
condly;it isalicadged;chat to flie is to forfake
thofe to:whbmowerdrt wnited inthe bond of

ighbaurhaod,Which is valawfall: T anfiwer,

heriah

labours-of our:callings, we: h
blice £ ombd

‘where that which is moft neceflary and tp:in't-s
inallisforbidden, . therethe lefle <

]
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partics.vifieed hane fofficient helpes
appoirited by the Magiftrate , both for theit
bégicsapdﬁﬁks,thcn teflicis nottoforfake,
an

forbiddenalfo ¢ but labouris the mors necof-
fary and principall, and secreation feues foc

and principail,
Iagwr This being {0, itis 4notable abuft: of
imany, tomekethe Lords day,a fer day of
fportand paftiste, which fhould be aday.fet
apastfor the worfhiplof God,and the increafe
induaties of rekigion. And thisis fpecially the
faultof heutholders, which bauing imployed
itheit feruants to labour fixe whole dai

infachicafts, parrics vifited arenot to de-
firethepréfomec of theirneighbours. ‘Itisal-
leadged that Daidnener fled away whenthe
people were firecriaith the plague. Aufiver,
Therebe fpeciall reafons thereof. . Birft, that
plaguewasfont by God vpon a fuddaine. Se-
condlyshisvery finneveas the canfe of the faid
plague wponthe peoples Thirdly, Dawsidhad
no-canfeto flie, becaufe hee then wasaflored
that himlelfe-fhotild ef Thus then the vi-

ithee ,gine them the feancnehiday, which is the
Lotds;for tecreation. : O :
-A third vacationis intime of necefsity,when

fiting of neighbours and friends, thovgh it bee

a needfull daty , fometimes admits vacati-

ons, inwhichwee may-with good conftience

goe afide iand ‘fecketthie fafetic of our.owne
I

‘men-arcdifabled by reafonof ficknes, age, im-
prifc orony other iuftimpedimér. And
the ordinance of God is, that fach perfons as
haue thetrembling hand (‘as Mefes fpeaketh,
Leuit.25+35.) thald be maintained with fich
‘things as beneceffary to life andhealth, by the
Iabour of other mens callings. This thing muft
‘net bemarelled at, for the goods we haue are
‘notour owne, but the L ordsiweearebat kee:
pers and Rewards of them. And itis Gods wil
that the poore fhould hane title toa partofe:
uery mans goods-: and for this. caufeit is:a
{hame if they haue not releefe without rouing,
begging,or crying. - . .
And heretwo queftions are to be fcanned,
that are much fpoken of, often d
Firlt, whereas itisagenerall daty to vifitour
ighbours fntime of fickeneffe , it is deman-
ded,whether itistawfull atall tofirceafe from
this duty in time of plagucorpeftilence? I an-
fiver ; there.may bee and is a lawfull vacation
from thisduty,and that with goad confcicnce:
for fometime, & vpon fome occafion. For firt
of all,it is lawfisl to maintaine bur owne liues,
foitbe withentthe hure or hinderance of the
livesof ether men: now to flye intime of con-
tagious peltiléce;is to preferuithe life of fome
without thehureof any. Secondly,incommon
dangers, as intimeof famine, fire; and fword,
menfot their fafety may flie from their neigh-
bours,& therfore bylike proportion, wé may
flie in the time of contagiousfickne(fe. Third -
ly, inthe Church of the Iewes the Leper was
put apart fromithe focictic of men : and that
inefe®,. wasas rhuch; asifall the Tewes had
withdrawne themfelues from his fociety: And

 |neceffury Helpe beothevwife pronided for the

tdshofe that belong vnto vs :'if fo bee

ficke, ooy

The fecond queftion:is, whether the Mini-
fters of the Gofpel mayflie in time of petfecu-
tion? I anfwer,they may,if they be freed from
thebonds of their callings , whereby they are
tied to theircharges. Thus 2efes fled to Mi-
dian;and Pisr/ourof Damafcus : and our Saui-
out Chrift from among the Iewes.Secondly,
adde, that Miniltersnot freed from their cal-
| lings, may by the confent of their people,for a
i time go afide,for their owne fafery & the far-
ther good of men,till the bruntof the perfecu-
tion beouer  fpecially ifthey in particular be
aymedat. Whe Demetrius had raifed a tumule
in Ephefusabout Diana , and the people had
caught Panls companions, Gaius:and Arifiar-
chus:Panl mooued with zeale, would haue en-
tted into the midft of the preafe;but as S. Luke
faith, certaine brethren ouerruled him, and
would not fuffer him to enter, but canfed him
to withdraw himfelf. Thusthen it is manifet,
that in common dangers, publike callings ad-
mit their vacations in fandry canfes. Thus
much of vacations,now I come tochanges.

A change of calling, is a lawfull going
from one calling to another. It isnot the A~
poftles meaning to barre men todiuert from
this orthat calling , buthegiues them an srems
to keepe them trom changing vpon euery
light conceit, and euery fuddaine occafion.

man, but after a Prophet, the Difciples were
firft fither<men, and after Apoftles. OurSa-

therefore now it is not fimply valawfull to flie

And that changes may lawfully bee made , it}
appears thus: Amos by calling was firft a heard |

Vuu 2 uiour
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ATreaifeof Callings..

uionr Chritt himfelfwas by callinga Carpens
ter,in his:ficlt and private life,bil he was thicryl

A | The laftpoine to beconfidered;is the good e -

ding thereof. And hereinaretwo things requi-
red:the R sand the Aoconnt.In the pa-

yearcs old = yet after his baptifine, et
himfelfc to be the Mefsinh, and Saniourof the
world. Neuertheleffeya change may mot bee
made, but vpon vrgent and weightie caufes;
and they are two efpecially s Private necefitie
and the common geod: Prisiateneceffitie, is when
men cannot maintaine themfelues and:theivs
by the- callings.in which: they are;for!then
they may betake themfclues to othercallings.
T hus a Merchant man may become ar hus-
b and an husb Aerct

rableoftherichman ; the Lord valleth his fte<
'ward , and biddeth him giuean:account of his
Rewardfhip, for hiecan be nolonger Reward s
where wee fee; befidesthe refignement of our
callings,there muftan account be made of our
doings therein:Of thefetwo in order. The Re-.
fignement of acalting;is nothingelfe;but thelay-
ing.downe of the faid calling,by ceafingtopit
inexecution the-workes and durics thercof. It
therefi of callings, twothings muft

Thus a Phyfitian may' become a minifter  of
the Gofpel. - And Paslan Apeftle, vpon pri-
uatenecefsitie, returned to the calling of a
Tent-maker : yet {o ashe performed his mini-
ftery, whenoccafionwasoffereds ™ b

B/ choi

be confidered: Firftsthe sime when. Sccondly ,
the.manner how. Thetime isnotkftinour ownie
f¢ maynotl callings whas:
we pleafe; butthe prefcribing thereof beiongs
toGod: likeasinthe ﬁfld’L the fouldier may |

Thefecond caufe of making changelawfull

is the pablike good. Thus may a prinate man be~
come a Magiltrate. And it muftbeeremem-
bred, that fo oft as we change, it muft beeto
betteraid more excellent callings y in which
we may glorific God more, and bring greater’
benefit to the Church and Comimon-wealth.
Thas Paxl biddeth the Corinthiansto fecke
for the beft gifts, which might ferue for the
beftcallings. Andherethe fanit of fome is to
be reprooued, that haing notable gifts of na«
tureand learning, becaufe they wanld attaine
to worldly wealth, make théfclaes Merchats,
ot fa@ors to merchits,ot feruingmen to great
perfons:whereas for their gifts,they mightdo
God better fernice inthe greatcft- callings of
the Church. And thus much of conftancy.
The confideration of this,that weare bound
to be conftant in duties of our particular cal-
lings,muft teach vs muchmore to be conftant
in the generalldutics of Chriftianity. And
therefore let vsallbe carefull, notonely pro-
fefl; the trne religion for the prefent time, but
to contiyue conftant inthis profefsio vate the
end. Our generall calling admits no vacation
nor change as our particular callings do. Well
thé,in that we profeffe our felues to be mem-
bers of Chritl;in thefc our happy daiesof peace
lex vs arme aur feluesagainft the eviltdaies to
come,thatwe may be faithfull tothe.end.

Againe, inthe generall calling,euery man s
bound iy all good confcience, toobey Godin
all his commandements:herc alfo muft our co-
ftancy appeare, folongas we liue,that we may
fay with Pauly2.Tim.qe7.] baue finfht mycourfe
1 banc foughe @ good fight, And with Hezeshias

1 hauewalkedbeforetheg,with anvpright heart.cs-
baue done thar whish 7s acceptable sn_thy fight.
God hath-made a moft mercifull_promife of
life euerlafting, -which is the comfore ofall
comforts, & without whichsthe cafe of Gods
children were of 2ll moft miferable.. Andthis
promifeis made to them: that continue faith-
full voto the end - thefe are they-on whom
God will beftow the crowne of life. And thus

much fot continuanee inaurcallings.

on his death-bed./fa.38.3. Lord remember how :

D

ot leave his ftanding will, vatillhee!
haueawarrant from the Captairie. For asthe

postion in the reft: Now incéneparticular-cal=/
ling;namély, inthe office of the Leuite,the en-
trance into it,the continuance, and the ending
of it,is in the will of God , who prefcribes the'
time when he muft enter,namely, at the age of |
thirty yeares: and how long muft he continue,
twentyyeares: and when hemuft end, name-
ly, atfifty yeares. Andtherefore the prefcri-
bing of particular feafons and times of laying
downe other callings, is not altogether with-
outthe will of God. Henceit followes,that no
manisto lay downe the calling wherein heis
placed, tillhe can fay by fome warrant in his
confcicnce, that it is the good will and plea-~
fore of God, that he fhall then refigne and ceafe
todo the dutiesthereofany longer.

This rule.hath his truth in all things whae-
foeuer, whether-pertaining tothe Church or
common-wedlth. And by itwe may iudge on
the contrary, what may bethought of refigne-
ments of callings, both ciuill, and Ecclefiafti-
call vpon no other gronnd , butthe very wils
of men,for the attainment of greater wealth,
pleafure,and preferment.

To goyet further in this point.Callings are

. | oftwo forts:changeable,& perpetual, Chang-

able  callings. are fich as are impofed for a
feafon: astorayeare ortwo,or longer :"and
fuch callings are to be refigned, accordingto
theappointment of them that.impofed them.
But in perpetual callings, the cafe ftandsother-
wife, and other conditions arcrequired. Ne-
uerthelefle; there bee:foure. fpeciall times, in
which fuchkindc:of callings may be refigned.
Firft, when menarc-viterly difabled, either by
age-, or by any vncnrable difeafe of bodic or
minde, ot by want of gifts: thenindeed what-
foeuer the calling be, cither publike,or prinate
ciuill,or Ecclefiafticall, it may belaid dewne.
When Mofes was ftriken in yeares , and faw
the end of his daies. at hand,, hee called the
whole congregation, and telsthems that bee-
ing anhundred and twenty yeares old , he-was
nomore able togoein and ot before them's

cafe ftands in one kinde of calling , fo by pro-| -

Numb.8.

Deut.31.
2.7.
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Excc. 44+
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|thatis, docthe officeof a Tudge, aid Prinice:
and thierefore refignes his office: toFofhuah,
who iadged the peoplein his fteads:
‘| Thefecond timeof refignement is', when
! any man is lawfully defpofed fora trimeor
! offencecommittdds ‘Thus the: Priefts thatof-
1 feved facrifice before the Lord,if they felaway
‘[toidolatry , weredefpofed from the office of
‘| the Prielthood, & euct:after were imployed in
fome fernicein the Temple.

'| The third time of refignement, is the timeof
death: for when God cals vsfrom this life,we
then receiue adifcharge from our particular
callings:for after this life,the children of God
ceafe fromtheir labours, & intheirdeath, be-
gin theleperpetual & cternal Sabbathi: For the
time of this life;by Gods commandement,we
reft eucry fenentinday, and labour in the fixe:
but after,we fhal continually without ceafing,
doethdt; which now for fubftance; we doe on
the Sabbath day: that is,honour,& praife,and
glorifie the name of God, in cuerlaftingioy.

The fourth time of refignation, is at the
laft day of iudgement , to them that fhall bee
then aliue: that is, the generall time of all re-
fignements: for asS. Paxlfaithy Chrift Iefus
malt then refigne his kingdome vp inte his
father's hands, & put downc allhumane rule &
authority & power: for thenciuil,Ecclefafti-
call,and ceconomical ftatesand callings,in re-
gard of goucrnment, muft have an end. Yea,
Chrift himfelfe, in regard of the manner of his
regiment, mult give vp hiskingly office, and
the execation both of his priethood,and pro-
pheticall office , muft thenalfo hawean end,
though the vertue and fruitthercof fhal abide
for euer. Then there fhall be no more prince ,
nor peoplesmagiftrate,nor fubieé;mafter,and
fexuant;parents,and children; but God fhal be
allinalltothe elc@. Thus we fee the rime of
refignerents: the manner foll 3

The manner 13,10 refigne them, in,and with
| theteftimony ofa goo&’ confcience: which is,
when our confciences beare witnefle , that
wehaue in the works of our callings,kept our
felues vablameable and haue ind d in
all things,to do the will of God.Examples we
haue of this in the Scripture. When Samsmel
was no longer able to iudge the people,he cal-
led the whole congregation of the Ifraclites,
protefting vntothem, that he had not taken
any mans oxcor afle; receiued any bribes, or
doneany man wrong, but inallthings, kepta
' good confcience. Andanfwerable tothispro~
 teftation was the peoples teftimony. And S.

2 Tim. 4. - Panl, when heedrew neerctotheend of his

daies,faith;he had now fought a good fight,&
keptthe faith; and thatnow it remained one-
ly, that God fhould giue him a crown of righ-
teoufefle, laid vp for all thofe that louethe
appearing of the Lord Iefus. Now inthe day
of iudgement,it fhall not fuffice, thatmen and
women are found i the workes of their cal-
lings.(though that is farre better, then to bee

A ivfhall not fuffice:for:at the lalt day, two fhall
. bein the fieldsin the works(no doubr )of their
callings; yet the one fhiall bee taken, the other
refufed: . two-women fhall be grindingat the
mill, the one fhiallbe taken, theother refufed.
Therefore, befidesthe pra@ife of a lawfull cal-
ling,care maftbehad to keepe a good confci-
crice to the end, both before God and man.

+ And thus much of refignements.
_ The fecond & laft point is, #he Account that
cuery manmuit make of the worksof his cal-
ling.Nowsthat fuch an account is to be made,
it appeares in the parable of the rich man. And
S Panlfaith Euery manmuft goe toindgement ¢5-
Line an acconns for bimfelfe. And Salomon rels
theyong man, roning in hisowne waies, thar

B Jor althis Jue fbal come toindgemit. Few arcruly |,

perfwaded of this laft and great account, be-
caufeit is deferred: but we ought tobe of bet-
ter refolution, and prepare our felues for it

Touching this Account, two things muft be
‘confidered. Fieft,what is the acceunt. Second-
‘ly,bow itismade. Thegining ofan acconnt ,
+18 nothing elsy but an aGtion of the teafonable
creature, efpecially of man, whereinhee muft
| be anfiverable and accountant to Ged for all
' his actions, both of his general, & of his par-
!ticularcalling.” And by the law of nature,wee
are bound tothis: yea, if inferiour officers in
the Common-wealth,become accountable to
the higheft Magiftrates for all their doings ,
then much more muft ebery creature become
acconntable to God his Creator, for thedu-
ties of his calling, wherein ke doth him ho-
mage and fervice.

There are foure things required in this ac-
count. I. The prefentment of enery mans per-
fonbefore God.11. The manifeftation cf althe
worksthat they haue done.111. The examina-
nationofthem al.IV.The gining and rendring
to euery man according,to his works. For the
firlksthe prefentation of all perfons,before the
tribunall of Chrift, fhall bee broughr to paffe
by the power of God : for as inthe beginning
cuery creature had his beeing by the word of|
God , fothallitbeein the day of iudgement :
God fhall but fpeakethe word , and all reafo-
nable creatures, living and dead though many

h bef

2}

y (hal prefencthemfel
before him , to gitte account of all theactions
done in this life. Secondly, whenallmenand
Angelsare fet before the prefenceof Chrift,
then fhal enery worke that they have done, be
made manifeft, enen the moft fecret works of
all,as Ecclefiattes faith: Ged will bring exeryfe~
cret thing'to light. And if any thinke it ftrange,
wee mult know, that God hathbookes of re-
cord, wherein allmensthoughts, and words ,
and deedes good or badde, fecretor open, are

Matth.24
40541,

Rom. 14.

10512,

Ecclel a1

Eeclef 12
14

inrolled. And of thefe fpeaketh Dansel when

thefebe materiall bookes like to the regifters
of men , or the bookes of Captaines in the

iimployed in the works of vngodlineff) I fay,
j
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he faith : thathe faw rhe Auncient of daies , and, ?““"7' o
the bookes laidopen. W e may not imagine that

| field,wherin are ferdowne the names of théir |
] |
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Atemporall eftates , keepe in their fhoppes

{he had exercifedhimfelfe in fearching out his
| owne offencesand trangrefsions. Ezra could

fouldjers,& their expeces, Butby thefe books | A
wemuft voderftand : fixft ofall, the infinise
knowledgeand providerice of God: fecondly,
the confcisnces of men , toteftific of our do-
ings, & be asa thoufand witoeffes.- The third
thing that isdone in.this accduns, isthe triall
of enery mans worke, in refpe& of obediencej
or difobedience. Thetriall {hall bec.madeby
the wil of God,revealed partly inthe law,and
partlyinthe Gofpel , which is the ruleto dif-
cerne good and euill workes. The fourth and
laftaction, isthe gining of reward to cuery
man, accordingto his workes. Hethat hath
beene a faichfulj feruant, fhall hearethe voice
of Chirift, faying voto him; Math.25.2t. Irés
well done,thow gead andfastlfull feruant, thou haft
beene faithfuBin alitsle, encerinto thymafbersiey. | .
But he that hath beene vnfaithfull  or vaiuft B
inthe workes of his calling , fhall hearc the
{ame voice of Chrift,fayings7 ake bims,bind him
band andfoote, andcaft him into vtrer darkencffe.
And thus we fee what this account fhall be.
Now then, let vs alittle fearch how we may
be able to make a good account before God
at the laft day. For the doing wherof,we muft
take a fore-hand reckoning of our felzes , in
the time of cur life. For in common experi-
ence wefee, thatfuch as defire to make juft
reckonings with others, docreekon firft with
themfelues. Inthis fore-had reckoning, three
things muft be done. Firft, we muft draw out
thebill of out geceipts and expences. The bils
of receit are framed thus: we mutt call tore-
metnbrance, what graces, blefsings, and gifts,
we haue receined of God, whether temporall, | C
ot fpirituall. For temporall blefsings,we muft
chroughly bethinke vs of our peace, health,
wealch, liberty and good name, and all things
of thiskinde. For things fpirituall, wee muft
confider whatknowledge, faith,hope, loue &
repentance God hath beftowed vpon vs : as
alfo what gitts we haue receiued for the dif-
charge of our callings: yea, of all other things
that we haue enioyed,we mufttake a full and
iut receit;for they are the talents of our Lord,
and he lookes for areckoning. This done, we
are next to frame our bilsof expences: which
are nothingelfe , but large confiderations of
our owpe finnes, calling them -all to our re-
membrance,as muchas we can,whether com-
mitted againf God or man, withal the abufes|D
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| onc of ysdoe forallithis thirigs that cuer wee
| did. The .qonfideratisin of oor: tanhlymt-
i| ters,makes vsknow our worldly eftases

| wilthe confideration of our daily cffencés, &
" our, fpirituall cftate . gine vs fome light and
| knowledge, how thecafs will ftand:withvs,

not haugfaid;that his frnes,and the fismes of the
propleteeresas.an buge vpoupiaine;but that he firft
tooke a narsow acconsitofhis owne life, and
of the liwes of the people..dnd fo muf} every

and fo

when wethal appeare biefore the great Ged of
all the:world, to giue vp our account., ;i °

Now, when thefetwobils ofouraccounts
arc made, we muft confider in the next place,
whether wee bee able to make aneuenxecko-
ning with God,orso. Thus doing,wefhil find
that our reckenings wil be farre fhort of that,
which God requirethat our hands. Fewthere
be that thinke onthefethings: for men com-
monly perfwadethemfelues, that all fhall goe
well with them at the day of iudgement ,” and
that they fhall make a fhort and eafic. recko-
ning,becaufc Godismerciful.Itishardto find
men whofe hearts are touched, ortheir eyes
open,to fee and beleeue: Firft, that they muft
make an account: And fecondly,that they are
wtterly vnable to doe it;as Iob was, that could
not excufe one of athoufand of his offences
before God. Let vs therefore labour to fee our
vneuen and skaut reckonings, & to fhake off|
thatfpiritual drowfincs which poffefleth our
mindes,that wee cannot fo much as fay; what
haue 1 done ? and how ftands the cafe be-
tweene God andme ? and when we have at-
tained to this knowledge, that we are vnable
to makea iuft reckoning with God : in the
3.place, wee muft cleaue toour furety Chrift
Icfus, the onely fonne of God,God andman :
& for the time of this life,we muft humble our
felues before God and pray vato him, thathe
would accept the oncly fatisfaction of Chrift
in his death and pafsion, asa fufficient pai-
ment for all out finnes and wants whatfocuer:
for thus we are taught to pray; Fergiue vs our
debrs. And we muft not oncly be hearers of
thefe things, but doersalfo. Andthebetter to
perfwade vs to the pratife of thefe three du-
ties, let vs confider, thatthis account at the
laft day,fhall be a ftrait account: for as Chuift
faithsWWe mnf? gine an account for euery sdle werd.
And S. Panlfaith, The law 1 an hand-writing of

de jom : that is, a bill of our owne hand

of our gifts,all our ignorances, negligéces and
frailtics whatfoeucr.” Tradefmen , for their

bookes of receitsand expences + fhall not we
then moch more doc the like for onr fpirituall
eltates?/ob (aith;fab 9.3. If hedifpute with God,
he canriot anfwey ane wordfor a thoufand, wherby
he infisuatesthus much, that hee had looked
into the whole conrfeof his life, & had found
euen thoufands of {innes in himfele. When
the Prophet Danid faith, Pfal. 19, y2. Who
kuoweth the exronrs of this lifezhe fignifieth that

againft vs:for by the law , wee are debters to
God ; and either wee muft fulfill the inftice
thereof,or clfe, accordingtothetenour-of the
law, vader goe eternall indgement, vnleffe we
beacquitted by the obedieaccof a Mediator.
If we thinke to efcapethis account; by abfen-
ting our felues, we aredeceined: for then,not
fo much asonemaninallthe world , fhall bee
wantitg, Many fhall then wifh wich alltheir
hearts,that hils andmountaines would fal vp-
on them,and grisid them to powdez, that they
mightbe hid from the prefence of the Lord.

Butthatwill not ferue. All,without exception,
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muft needs come to this account,not one fhall
be freed. And we may not thioke,that Chrift
will either not know , or remember our parti-
cular offences: Wevfe tomake faire weather
with men, and tokecpe clofe our doings from
theeyes of the world 3 but the Lord will def-
cry our moft fecret finnes : in him isnowant
of knowledge or difcerning : hecan findeout
Adam , though he be inthe thicket of para-
dife, and defcry him in the middeft of his fig-
leaues. At this great day of account, cuery fe-
cret thing fhall be made manifeft. Whatfhall
we then do ? Somedo pleade,that they areno
great finners, they are no whore-mongers, no
dulterers,nor blafp} ,nor theeues : and
therefore they hope to make anaccount good
enough. But (alas) thisis a fond anda poore
excufe ; for the wages of the leaft fin,is death.
And he that breaketh thelaw but once, and
that in thought onely, is guiltie of eternall
condemnation : and therefere it will not goe
for paiment to fay,we arc not great finners,as
other men be. Whatthen fhall we fay?that we
faue walked in our callings , and alwaies had
a goodmeaning, and did no man hures and
therefore we hope that God wil be mercifull?
Thisindeede isthe commen excufe, butitis '
not fufficient paiment with Ged + for as Jokn |
faith, Marth.3.10. The axeis lasd othe roote of |
thetree ; and he faith not further , that cucr
tree fhall ftand, which bringeth not forth bad
fruit; but, cuery tree that bringeth not forehgood
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fruit,fhallbe cus downe, andeaftsmothe five. Ina
word,let vs denifewhat wecan,icwil not ferue

theturne. Wilt thon make vp rhy reckoning
withalmes-deeds, andgoed workes , accor-
ding to the opinion of many, that locketobe
faued by their workes ? butthey are no currant
paiment in this account 3 becaufe one breach
of the law, marres all the good works we doe.
And he that will be jullified by workes, is
bound to fulfill the whole law ,"inthe rigour
thereof. Befidethis, the beft workes we doe,
are inthemfelues defiled in the fight of God.
What then fhall we doe ? fhall we vadergoe
the curfe of the law ? Some of a defperate
minde fay, ifthe worft come, there is but one
out of the way : but far be it from vs, thusto
thinke or fpeake: for the curfe of the law,and
the wrath of God,, is moft horrible and eter-
nall, withoutreft or cafe. All the fire in the
world,is but ice,in regard of that fpiritual and
eternall fire of hell. Thus then, hauingturned
our felues euety way , and finding no helpe in
any thing, we muft flie vate our furety, Chrift
Tefus, who was content to ftand in our roome
vponthe Croffe , and there to thed hisblood
for the redemption of our finnes.

Thus in thislife, while theday of grace re-
maineth , are we tomake a fore-hand recko-
ningwith our fiues,in our owneperfons, ne-
uer refting , till we have affarance in our con-
fciences,that the bookes inheauan are cancel-
led; and that God is content to account of |
Chrift his fatisfaction,, asa paiment forour
finnes. And this being done, we thall beable
to make a good account before the Lord, at
thelaft day of indgement.
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