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TO THE RIGHT

HONOVRABLE, SIREpvvarp Coxe
Knight, Lord chicfe luftice of his Majefties

(owrt of (ommon Fleas ;
Grace and Peace.

@ Ight Honourable : The Wordof God that onely Oracleof truth,
¥, hath pointedout the Enemy of mankinde, by his proper Chara-
4 Qers, in fundry places. Our Saviour tcarmes him, the * Princeof|
78 thisworld yand a ® murtherer fromthe begianing, Peter comparcs
himrto © aroring Lion, thatrangeth abroad m the eatch, feeking

4 whom be may devoure. His attempts in regard of their qualitic,
are called ¢ roiuam, fubeill and decpe devices ; vea, © we/wa, plots
exquifitely contrived, and orderly framed, as icwere in Method.
The meaning of the holy Gliott inthefe and fuch likeawributes, is, to exprefic that
meafiire of policy and power which Satan hathreterved unto himfelfe even in the fate
of his Apcftafie, improvedby long experience, and inftantly practifed upon the fonnes
of men, that he m)gﬁr ferupin the world a {pirituall regiment of finne, as 2 meanc to
encounter the Kingdome of grace, and it itwere poffible, to bring the famc toruinc.
Toforbeare inftances of open force made againtt Godand his Churchby ocher courfes,
forthe compaffing of his defires; how skiifvily he workes his owne advanrage, by fe-

cret opofition, in the exercife of that curled Art, which is the fubject o the prefent
Difcourfe, is a point not unwort 1y vour honourable confiderazion.

The Pewerofthis Prince of darkneffe, being above the might of all fenfible Crea-
tures, and everv wayfcconded by the greatnefle of his knowledge and expericnee,
manifefteth it felfe hercin, for the moft part, by workes of wnder, tranfcendcat in
regardof ordinary capacitie, anddiverfly difpenfedby hischofen inftrumencs of both
fexcs, fometime inmatter of Divination, fometime by Inchantmeot, fometiinz by
rare flcights and delufions ; otherwhiles by hurting, by curing, by raifing of Tempefts,
by fpeedy conueyance and tranfportation from place to placc, &c. and all wp: rchafe
unto himfelfe admiration, feate, and faith of the credulon; world, w.ich is ufiaily
carticd away with affetation and applavfe of figues and wonders. His Policicap-

i
i

peatcth ina wife and exquifite mannerof framing and conciving both bis pratices
and grounds ;- the oneto procure credic.and entertainment, tiie other chat he may it
faile of his purpofe, but proceedpon certaintics.

Touching the manner of his praice. He flands refolved, that the world harh ra-
ken notice of him tobe  aliar, andshe fatherthereof; and therefore if he thould offer
to fpeake in his owne language, or informe an Are by rules of his owne devifing ; hee
might haply incurre fufpicion of falthood. Hereupon hee compofith his courfes
s, by way of counterfait and imitation, not of the ationsand dealings of men
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but of the orderof Gods owne proceeding with his Church; holding it 2 fure pri
ciplein policie, Thatacions willbe muchmore effecuall, whenthey beframed un"o\
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thebett Prefidents, than when they are fiired to the direétion of meancr examples, To
P this purpol, s God hathmadea Covenant with his Church, binding himfelfe by
promife to be their God, and requiring of them the cordicion of faithand obedience;
fodoth Satan indentwith his fibjeéts by mutuall confederacy, cither {olemnly or fe-
cretly ; whereby they binde themfelves onthe one partto obzn'c his rules, and heon
the other toaccomplifh their defires. Againe, Godgives his Word, the Interpretes
of hiswill andhis Sacraments, the fealesof his promifes, to which being rightly ad-
minifired and received, he hathtied his owne prefence, aud the workeof his gracein
them that beleeve. Arfiverably tothis the Devill gives aword of direction tohis In-
firuments, and addeth unto it, Charmes, Figures, Charaéters, and other outward
Ceremonies, at the ufe whereof he hath bound himfelfe to bee prefent, and toma-
nifeft his power in effecting the thing defired. Furthermore, God hath revealed
s Gmatar. | hiswilltothe Patriarchs,Prophets,and Apoftles by fa.miliar‘confcrcn_cc,by‘fdrcames,
¢ Amor 3.7 by ¢ infpiration, by ¢ Trances : In the fame manner, Satan hath his Divinors, and
Adaew | Soothfayers,his Pithonifles;his Caffandares,his Sibylles,to whom he maketh knowne
things tocome, by familiar prefence, by dreames , &c. To conclude, God hadinthe
vexndagass | Old Teftament his Templeat Ierufalen, vea, his ¢ Oracle, from whence he fpake,and
Nsab7ls | saye theanfiver unto A2ofés - So of ancient times, the Devilt eretted his temple ac
* Harodos. * Dedona,and Delphos, whence he gave his anfiers, for the fatisfaction of the fu-
Eaceipe, perftitions Heathen. Yea, andatthis day, asthe Minifters of God doe give refolu-
tion to the confcience, in matters doubrfull and difficulr,, {o the minifters of Satan, un-
der the name of VVife-men,and Wife-women, are at hand by hisappointment, tore-
folve, direct, and helpe ignorant and unfetled perfons, in cafes of ditra&tion, loffe, or
other ontward calanurics.

Now the Grounds whereupon hee buildeth his proceedings for certainty, are cun-
ningly gathered from the difpofition of mans heart, by naturall corruprion, and
thac in three {peciall inftances : Firft, he knowesthat Man naturally out of the light
crcorsap | Ofgrace, hathbut £ ameere foule, indued onely with fome generall and confufed no-
x| tions ; andas formatters of deeper apprehenfion tonching God and heavenly things,

there is a vaile of ignorance and blindneffe drawne over the cyes of his minde.
Whereupon, thougli he be apt to know and worfhipa God, and leamne his will, yet
for want of information by the Word, he is prone to erre inthe practice of his noti-
on. Here Satan applies himfclfe to mans meafure, and at hisowne will, drawes the
s:Kisgazas. | minde into error by his delufions and impoftures. This made the $ Samaricans in
Waglsay.  [the OIld Teftament, and the fuperftitons ® Athenians in the New, to worfbip an
¢ Contosa | Whnowse god, thatis,the ! Devill. FHenceit was thatthe greateft Clerks of Greece,
s bog s |  Thales, Plato,and the reft, forwantofa betterlighe, fonght unto the Wizzards of
i nieisen®. | Eoypr “whom they called Prophets, men inftructedby Satan in the grounds of Di-
47 | vination. Andof this fort were fannes and Zambres, mentioned in the * Scrigtures.
Hence it was alfo tha the ancient Heathen, having ® no law and teftimonyfrom God,

inquiringat Sooth-fayersand murmuring Inchanters; others betooke themfelves, in
matters of doubt and difficultie, to the old Oracles of ® Ingiter Ammon in Libya,!
of ® Zupiter Dodonans at Dodona in Epirus ; of * Apollo at Delphos, of % Jupier|
Trophenius in Boeotia, and the reft ; where the Devill gave the anfwer, fometimes
onc way, and fometimes another. Secondly, Satan by obfervation perceiveth that:
; man upon a * weake and ignorant minde, is prone fuperftitioufly todote upon the
iedir Bacepe | CrCALULES, attributing fome divine uperationor verrue to them, withoutany ground
subo Geogr b o Gods Word, or common underftanding ; and confequently difpofed to worfhip |
sPuiwinbas Giydin fome worke of man, or to joyne to the fame worfhip the inventions of man,
rts. which he hath not commanded. Vpon which ground he tade the Heathen to dote
| miecttvanimi - tipon their Wifemen, toregard * Soothfayers, andthem that wrought with [pin'r:-, The
spealo | Chaldean | Philofophers renownmed for their fiperftitions and Magicall courdes, o)
warit | makethe Heavens, futulium Legum Tabulam, afcribing that to the vertue of the Stars, |
g Whichwas knowae and done by Satanicall operation; The Magicians of Perfia, to
admit of corrptions in their ancient good leaming, and to give themfelves, upon |
[ \ the feading of the fabulous writings of the Chaldean Sorcerers,gothe ftudy of! nnlaxﬁﬂ |
| i IS
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Arts invented by himfelfe, both before and after the times of Danie! the Prophet:
Laftly, the ancienc Romans upon a fuperttitions dotage, never to undertake anv
bufinetle of weigh, ijf anfpicard, unlefie they had luckie confent and warrant from
the Colleges of their Augurors ereéted by Romulus. Thirdly, there is a nawrall di-
ftemper in the minde of nian, thewing, it felfe in thefe parciculars ; That hee cannotin-
dureto ftand in feare of imminent danger; That hee fwels inan high conceit of his
owne deferts, efpecially when hee is in lower eftate thanhe wouldbee; That he will
not bearc a wrong done without revenge ; That he refts not fatistied with the meafure
of knowicdge seceived, butatfecteth the {earching of things fecretand not revealed.
When the minde s pofiefled with thefe troubled patfions, with care to helpe it felfe;
then comesthe Devill, and miniftreth vecafion to ufe unlawfull meanes in the gene-
rall, and forceth the minde by continuall fuggeftion, to determine it felfe in pasticular
upon his owne crafts. Itwas the cafe of ® Saul, and of * Nebuchadnerfir. Tt canfed ma-
ny of the Heathen Philofophers, to goe from Athens to Memphis, from Grecia to
Syria, fiom men on carth to wicked fpirits in hell, toget more illumination at the
hands of the Prince of darkneffe. It moved fundrymale-contented * Priefts of Rome,

Magicall Arts when they were Popes; “and thereby tomanifefl indeed, that they were

who bewirchedthe people of Samaria, and profeffed todoc thatby thegreat power of
God, which he wrought by the aidandaffiftance ofthe Devill. :

If any doc thinke it firange, that Satan fhould in this fortoppofe himfelfe tothe
Kingdome of God, and maintaine hisowne principalitie, by fuch ungodly arts and
exercifes ; They muft know, that thisand all other evills come to paffe cvenby the
willof God, whohath jutily permitted the fame ; To punith the wicked for their hor-
tible finnes ; as Saal for his wickednefle; Toavenge himfelfe upon Man for his ingra-
titude ; who having the truth revealed unto him, will not beleeve or obey it ; To wa-
kenand rouzeupthe godly, whoare fleeping inany great finnes or infirmitics : Latly,
totry and prove his people, whether they will cleave to him andhis Word, or fecke
unto Satanand wicked {pirits. :

Now from the confideration of the premifes, wee concludeita neceflaric thing for
the Church and people of God, tobeeacquainted with the dealing, of Satanin this
kinde, thar knowing bis fubtill devices, they may leamne toavoid them: For which
purpofe this Treaufu: was fir't framed, and now exhibited to your Lotd(ip. The juft
commendation whercof, above others fornterly divulged touching this A rgument,ap-
peateth herein, that it ferveth roche fill openingand declarazion of Satans method in
the gronnd and. practices of Witcherafe. Whercin among many other remarkable
poings, icmay pleafe you to take {peciall notice of thefe particnlars. I. That they doe
grofly erre, whoeitherin exprefle termes deny that therebee Witches, or incffed,
andby confequent ., avouching that thiere is no league betweenethemand the Devill
oraffirming they can dog no fuchmiraculous workes as are afcribed tothem. The for-
mier iffireth plainty outof thebody of the Difcourfe. And for she larters That there is
a Covenantbetweene them, either explicite in mander and forme, or implicite by de-
grees of luperitifious proceedingin the ufe of meancs inﬁuﬁcien; in the:nfclvqs; is

1 ghe and confinmed inthe fame.. That Witches may-and doc worke whn-

lently-proved:s- howbeitnot by an omnipotent power, (s the * gainfager
harh unlearnedly and improperly teemiediity burby theaffiftanceof Siiras their prince;

whoisa powesfull fpirit, but yeta creamue as welkasthey. And the wonders wroughe
Dby them,are not properlyand fimply airacles, but warkes of wonder, becavfethey ci-

t ceed the ordinary power and capacity of men, efpecially fuchas arcignoriant of Satdns | von Mirsculs

| habilitje, and the hidden,caufes innature, whereby. things arc broughe to paffe. IL.

 That the Witch truly eonviéted, istobe punithedwith death, the higheit degree of|

’! punifhment 5 andthat by the Law of Zofes, theequitie whereof is perpetuall. Yea,
even the better Witch of the twoif common reputation, becaufe bothare equally ene-
‘1 mics t0 Godand true Religion : anditis wellknowneby truc experience, that all pro-

: l fefled Sorcerersare guilty of many moft monftrous impieties. 11T, “Fhat the miracles

toafpire untothechaire of Supremacy, by Diabolicall affiftance ; yea, ® to exercifc |

not the true Succeffors of Simon Peter, but heires of the vertues of Simonthat Aagus, |
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bt than the wonders of the Donatifts in S. Auguflines time, Aut figmenta mendacizm ho-

“tupstenape. | OF Chrift into Heaven, inthe times of Claudius Cefir*®, the Devill ftirred up fundsy
ad Amas,
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of the Popith Chusch atthis day,areindeed either no misacles, or falfeand deceitfull|

workes. Touching corporall prefence in the Sacrament, which they affirme tobeby
miracle : If it were true, then miracles were not yet ceafed, but fhould ftilibeas ordi-
nary in the Church, as are the Sacraments. A point not onely confuted inthe latter
partof this Treatifc, but alfoby the teftimony of furcr Antiquity. Auguftine faith,
Thas miiracles were once neceffuryro make the world belceve the Gofpell : bus heethas now
feekes afigne that he may beleeve is a wonder, yea, a monfler innatyre. Chryfoftome con-
cludeth upon the famegrounds, that there is nowinthe Church no neceffisy of working
miiracles ; and colls him afalf prophet, that now takes in band to worke them.” Againe, if
therc be a miracle in the Sacrament, is itcontrary to the nature of all thofe that were
wrought, citherby Aofes and the Prophets, or by Clirift and his Apoftles. For they
were apparant to the eye, but this is infenfible : and therefore neither of force to move
admiration, nortoconvince the minde of man, and make him tobeleeve : Asforthofe
which are preterded tobe wrought by Saints in that Church; if wee make recourfe to
the Primitive times, wherein God gave the giftto breed faithin the Gentiles; wee
fhall finde that the powerof producing fuch works, was neveracually inherentin the
Apoftles, but difpenfed by themir the mame of Chrift. Neither was it in their liberey
o worke miracles when they would, but whenit pleafed God, upon fpeciall caufe to
call them thercunto. And ifneither the power nor the will was in them, muchlefleis
itlikelytobe found inany of the Saints. And for their Relikes, of what name foever,
fo greatly magnified andreforted unto 5 we denv there is any fuch vertue inthem. For
they may not be thought tobe more effeéuall than the hem of Chrifts tg ment, from
which the power of healing the woman did not proceed, but frombimfelfe : Orthan the
Napkin of Paul, which did not cure the ficke, but she pomer of God onely, difpenfed by
the hands of Paul. Miracles thetefore, avouched by them, tobe wrought at the Tombs
and Statues of Saints, andby theirrelikes and monuments, are but meere Satanicall
wonders, ferving to maintaine Idolatry and fuperftition: and are in truth no betcer

minum, aut porsenta fallacism (piricuswm.IV. Thatthe lightof the Gofpell purely prea-
| ehed, isa foveraigne meane to difcover and confound the power and policy of Sawan in

Witchcraft and Sorcery. The Word of God preached, isthe weapon of the Chrifti-
ans warfare, andis mighty through God o caft downe ftrong holds, At the difpenfation of|
it by the Difciples of Clirift, Suran fell from Heaven as lightning. After the afcenfion

petfons, whoin1egard of the admirable works whichthey did, by the helpe of Magiick
and Sorcery, wereaccountedas gods, and their Statues erc@ed and worthipped with
greatrevesence. Amongft the reft one simon, called by akinde of eminency, Magus,
g;a&iﬁng his trade with fiiccefle, to the admirition of the multitude, was holden to

thegreat power of God, VWhofe dealing was firft difcovered by the light of the Word,
fhining inthe Miniftery of the Apoftles, and himfelfe convi&ted with firch evidence
of rruth, tobean Inftrument of Satan, that he was forcedat length to flie out of Sa-

maria intothe VWefterne parts, as Efebius recordeth in his Ecclefiafticall Hiftorie.
By this,Chrift the true Angellof the Covenant, locked andbound sp Sasanfor a thoy-
fandyeares after his Afcenfion, that he might nocbe fogenerally powerfullin f:ducu}g
thie Gentiles as he had beene befere his incarnation. But toward the expiration of thofe
yeares, when cormption beganto 'cme%eintolthc Papacy; when the Bilhops affcited
that Sea, and afpiried unto itby Diabolicall Arts': when the Canons,Decrees, Sen-
} tences, Synodals,Decretals, Clementines, Extravagants, with other Lawes and Con-
| Ritutions, prevailed above the Scriptures ; then began Satanagainetocrett hisking-
{ dome, and thefc workes of iniquity tobe fetabroach. . i
Thefe points together with the whole worke enfuing, T fumbly d to
your Honourable patronage, that under your prote&ion they may freely paffe to
the common view of theworld. Wherein if I feeme over-bold, thus to prefie tpon
your Lord{hipunknowne, myanfwer is at hand : Thatallby-refpe@s fetapare, I have
cene hereunto induced many waies : Firft, upona reverent opinion of thofe rare gifts

of knowledge and piety, wherewith God hath beantified your perfon, and thcrcbé'
: advance
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advanced yonto high place, and cﬁiu_x:uion in (! is Common-wealch 5 W\ hicreofchofe
vour grave & judicious {i peeches,eveninthe weighticft matters touchingGodand Ce-
far,asal{o thofe many lecarned Lavw- writings, have given large tc:’.inorfy;l“:om which
hath. iffuedthe greatn§ﬁ= of yourname, bothin the Prcf.cm judgement of the world;
and in futuré expectations Nexe, outofa r_efolved petfwafion of youir Honorable cﬁfpb—
fition, asin generall rothe whole houife of Levi, foparticularly to thofe,whote labours
have fruicfinlly flowed outof the Schooles of the Prophcts, amongft whom the Aj-
thorof this Booke, in his time, was nonc of the meaneft, Laftly, by the confidefati
of the Argrment, arifing out of a Law Tudiciall, agrecable tothe calling and qualitic
ofa I.udgc. Alaw pcv._nll in regard of the Cl”n(n’:c’,‘ q\ld therefore futable to his pro-
cecdings, whofe ofhice 5 o heare with favour, and todétermine wich Cquity, o exe-
cute juftice with moderation. A Law of the higheft andgreateftweight, immediat-
ly concesning G(x! am! his Hopour, and therefore txpg)_e‘xr‘u:ning to him that firs n-she
place of God, to mainraine s right, th.t besmay be with his: in the caufe and; udgerent.,
By fuch Morives, 1 hav_ccncoumg:d my felfe, under affurance of your Lordl’hips
pardon, to prefent vou with thac whesein you are moft defervedly interefled; fur-
ther intreating your favourable interpretation and acceptance, both 6f the qualitie of
the Worke, and of the paines of the Publifher. "And tius heartily wifhing to.your
Lordfhip incfeafe of graceand honour, witha daily influence of bleffingand d irection
from Heavenupon your grave confultations and cmployments, | humbly rake my leave,
and commend you to the grace of God, by whoms docyuleatl the Iudges of the earth.
Finchingficld, D&ob. 26. 16¢8.

Your Lordfbips in all Chriftian duty

t0 bee commanded,

! Tu. Pickeriva,
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with thofe which are condommed by this Law That there is no fuch gife in the Church
of Mafes. b40.0.1. fincerhe daiesofthe Apofties.648.c.1:
Reafonsproving shatsheyare.  6q0.ca.| | Parsicular, five,
eAllegations 1o the contrary anfivered. The name I'fus. 649.c.2
640.c.2.641.¢.2, &. Thenfzof Saims Religues,  650.c.1.
11. How we may be able inthefe daies o dif- The Signeof the Croffz. 650,C.1.
cerae anddifcover aWitch, 642.c02. Haltowing of Creatmres. 6500.2.
The meancsof Difcovery two; 6g2c.3. Exorcifrszs. 650.6.2.
Y Examsination spon Prefumpti 1V. Whether the Witehes of our simes are 1o
642.c.2. bepunifbedwith dearh,andthas byverine of|
2 (onvidion Sleffe fufficient. 643..1,2. | #his Lawof Mofes? 65020
wpom proofes dmere [ufficient. G44.c.2. R eafons proving thas they ewght.650.c.2.|
he canfes moving Satan to fursher 65161,
sheir difcsvery. 645.0.1. Olbjellions anfoercd. 651280
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OF WITCHCRAFT.

Exonp. 22.18.

Thou [balt not fuffer alWitch to live.

HTSTEmaR His Text containeth one of |

S
H

N#EY9)| theJudiciall Lawes of M-
;@@a 3" g ﬁ:i‘ou:hingrhcpmi(hmmr

| of Witcheraft: which argu-

& 24 ment I have chofen to in-
¥ BRY trearof forthefe caufes:
Firft, becaufe Witchcraft
isa rife and common finue in thefe our dayes,
and very many arc intangled with it, being ei-
ther practitioners thereof intheir owne per-
fons, oratleaft, yeeldingto feeke for helpe and
comfell of fuch as practifeit.

Againe, therebe fundry men who receive it
for a truth, that Witchcraftis nothing elfe bue
amcere illufion, and Witches nothing but per-
fons deluded by the Devill : and this opinion
takes place not onely with theignorant, buis
holden and maintained by fuch as arelearned,
who doc avouchit by word and writing, that
therebe no Witches, butas 1 faid before.

Upon thefe aud {uch like confiderations, I
havebin moved toundertake the Interpretation
of this Judiciall Law, as a fufficient ground of
the dodtrine which fhall be dclivered. In hand-
ling wheroftwothingsare diftinétlytobe con-
fidered : The firt,what is a Witch, The fecond,
whatis her due and defcrved punifbment. And
boththefebeingopencd and handled the whole
meaning of the Law willthe betterappeare.

For thefirft. Togivethe true defcription of
a Witch, isa matter of greatdifficulty, becaufe
there bee many ditferences and diverfities of
opinions touchingthis poiut; and thereforcthat
wemay properly,and eruly define a Witch,we
muft fisft paufca while in opening the nature of
Witchceraft, fo farre forth asitis delivered in
the bookes ofthe Old and New Teftament,and
may be gathered out of the true experience of
fcasned and godly men,

Touchirg Witcheraft therefore T willcon-
fider three points :

A

C

1. WhatWitcheraftis. .

I1. What isthe ground of the whole pra-
&ice thereof.

IIL How many kinds and differences
therebe of it. T

CHAP. 1.

Of the N atureof

Wischcrafr.

begin with the firft: According to the

true meaning of all the piaces of holy

Scripture which treat of this point, it may be
thus defcribed :

Witchcrattis 8 wicked Art, ferving for the

working of wonders by the affiftance of the

devill,fo far forth as God fhalin juftice permir,

Sedl. 1.

1fayitisan eArr, becaufe it is commonly
focalled and eftcemed among(t men, and there
is reafon why it fhould be thus rearmed. Foras
in all good and lawfull Arts, the whole pra-
&ife thereof is performed by certaine rulesand
precepts, and without them nothing can bee
done :fo Witchcraft hath certaine fuperftitious
grounds and principles whereupon it fandeth,
and by which alone the feats and praices
thereofare commonly performed.

‘If it be demanded what thefe rules bee, and
whence they had cheir beginning, confidering
thatevery Art hath reference to fome author,
by whom it was originally taughe and delive-
red » Tanfwer, chacthey were devifed firll by
Satan, and by him revealed to wicked and un:
godly perfons of ancient times, as occafion fer-
ved s who receiving them from him, became
afierward, in the juft judgement of God, his

inftruments to tepoit 2nd convey themtoo- |

thers fiom hand to hand,
Li

il Far
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For manifeftation whereof, it isto be confi-
dered, tharGod is not onely in generall a So-
verzigne Lord and King over ail hiscreatures,
whetlier in Heaven or Earth, none excepted,
nonetthe devilsthemflves ; but thac hecexer-
cifethalfoafpeciall Kingdome, partly ofgrace
inthe Church milicanc upon carth, and partly
of glory over the Saints and Angels, members
of the Church triumphant inHeaven, Now in
fike manuer che Devill hath a Kingdome called
in Seripture the kingdome of darknes, whereof|
himfelfe istire head and governour, foxwhich
caufehe istearmed 2 hepringe of darkpefie brhe

king in the hearts of.the children of difobe-
dience, P
Againe, asGod hath enadted Lawes, where-
by hisRingdeme is governed, fo haththe De-
vill his oxd?nanccs,\\'hcrtby he keepeth hus fub-
je@sinaweand obedience,which gencrally and
for fubftanccare nothiag elfe buctranfgrelfions
of the very Law of God. And amongft them
alf, the precepts of Witchcraft are the very
chicfe and moft notorious, For by themefpeci-
allyhee bolds up his kingdome, aud therefore
ore efteemeth the obedicace of thes, than of |
other. Neicherdoth hedeliver th iffe

Ged of this world, ruling and effectually wor-|*

A

Sett. 1.

Inthefscond place, Tcall itawichedarr, to
diftinguith it fromall good and lawfull arts,
taught in fchoolesof learning, which as they
arewarrantable by che Word of God, o arc
they no lefls profirable and ueceffaric in the
Church. Againe,to fhewthe nature and quali-
tie of it,that ités a moft ungracious and wicked
are, as appearcth by the Scriptures. For when
Sasl had broken the exprefle commandement
of God, in fparing Agag, and the beft things;
Samuc!tells him, that rebellion and difobe-
diciceis as the fine of Witcheraft, thar is, 2
moft horribleand grievouscriine,like unto that
wicked capitall,and motlyer fin, 1 8am.15.23.

Sett. 111

Thirdly, Tadde, tending toshe working or

| produeing afwonders,wherein is noted the pro-

perend of this art, whereby I puta further dif-
ferencebetweene it, and others thatare godly
and fawfull,

Now if queftion bee moved, why man
{heuld defire by Witchcraft to work wonders?
TLaufiwer, thetrue and proper cauft is this: The

ly toevery man, butto his owne fubjeds, the
wicked ; and not to thamn all, butto fome fpe-
cialland tried ones, whom heemoft betruffeth
with his fecrets, as being thefitteft to ferve his
tuine, both in sefpedof theie willingnefie to
learne and practile, 4s alfo fortheirabilityte
become inftrumems of the mifthiefe whichhee
imvendeth to others,

If iz bee hereasked, whencetheDevill did
ferch and conceive his rules?I anfwer,out of the
corruptionand depravation of thatgrear mea-|
fure of knowledge he once had of God, and of|
all the duties of his fervice, For that being quite
depraved by his fall, hee turnes thefame to the
inventing and devifing of what heeis poffibly

H

able dgainft God and his honour.

firltveanp , whereby the Devill prevailed
againftourfirft parents, had inclofed withinic
many fianes : for the caring of the forbidden

fiuit, was no {mall or fingle offence, bue as
fome havetaught, contained in it the breach of |
every Commandement of the Morall Law. A«
the reft, Satan laboured to bringthem
to the finne of difcentcnsment, whereby they
fought to become as gods, that is, better than
God had made them, notrefting content with
the condition of men, This finne wasthen lear-
ned, and could never fince bee forgotten, but
conunwally is derived from them to alltheiz
potteritie, and now is become fo commen &
corsuption in the whole nature of ficfh ajd
bloud, thatthere is fcarce 2man robee found

pon,
wellperceiving that God hath exprefly com-
mm‘r:; 2 cxpreily

o 7 is

aman.

to renounce and abhorre all p
of Witchcraft, he hath {ct abroach thisart in
the worid, asamaiue piilar of his Ki

|
[hewes it felfe principally in

&3 This.
xwo:hmgs,l;xh which are themaine caufes
d the practices of Witck

which notwithftanding is flacly and §kealy
oppofed toone of themaine principall Lawes
of the Kingdome of God, touchingthe fervice
of himfelte infpiric and truth.

ine, the reafou why hee conveyes thefe
ungodly principles and practices from man to
man is, becaufc hee findes in experience, that
thingsare farmore welcome and agreeable to
the common nature of mankinde, which are

Fislt, in mans outward cfiate: for heebeing
naturally poflefied witha love of himfelfe, and
an high conceit of his owne deferving, when
helives in bafe and low cftate, whetherin re-
gard of poverty, or wancof honourand repu-
tation, which heethinkes by right isdue unto
him : he then growes tofome meafurcof griefe
and forrow within himfelfe. Hereupon hee is

taughtby man like unto themfelves, than ifthe
devill fhould perfomally deiverthe fame, to
cachman in fpeciall. Hercupon, heetakesthe
courfeat firftto willrugt fome few oncly, who
being taugh by hiwi, arc apt toconvey thac
whichtiey know to others. And heuce in pro=
- f babilicie this devillith trade had his firft origie

nall and continuance.

dro yeeld himfelfe to the Devill, tc bee
his vaftall and {choller in this wickedart, fup-
pofing that by the working of feme wonders,
e may beable intime torelceve his poverty,
and to puschafeto himfelfe credit and counte-
nance (t men,
It werceafie to {hew the truth of this, by
examples of fome pexfons,who by thefe meancs

| Cha

have rifen from nothing, to great placesand

prefcrments |
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prcfeiments in the world, Tn fiead of all, it

the {eeond, Beedizt the eighth, Alexanderthe
| fixth, Tohn the twenty and the twenty one, &c.
who for the attaining ofthe Popedome (as Hi-
 fories record) gavehemiilvesto the Devillin
the pradtice of witcheraft, that by the working
of wonders, they might sifc from ene ftep of
honour to anather, uncill they had feated them-
felves inthe chaire of the Papacy. So greac was
theiv defive of eminency inthe Church, that i
caufed them to diflike meaner condition
and never to ceafeafpiring, though the
red theveby the hazard of geod conftience, and
the ioffz of their foules.

The fecond degree of difcontentmert, isin
themindeand inward man; and thatis curio-
fitie, when aman reftethnot fatisfied with the
‘meafure of inward gifts reccived, as of know-
| ledge, wit, underftanding, memorie, and fach
{like, but afpires to fzarch out fuch things as
1 God would have kepe fecret : and hence hee is
imoved to aemyt the curked art of Magicke
| and Wite herafr, asa way to get furthicr know-
ledge inmateers fecret and not revealed that by
working of wonders, hecmay puirchafe fame in
the world, and confequently reape moze bene-
fit by fach unlawfull courfes, than inlikelihood
hecould have done by ordinary and lawfull

s 1.

Fourthly, it isaffitmed in the defcription,
thiat Witchcraft is pradlifed by the affiftance of
 the Devill, yet themorc fullyro diftinguifh 1t
| from all geod, lawfull, and commendable arts.
For in therw experience reacheth, that che Arts-
ialler isable by himfelfe to practife hisarz,and
to doc things belonging. thereunto, without
the helpe of another. Burif this it isorherwi

for heretheworke is done b the helpe of au
ther ; namely, the Devill, whois confederate
withthe Witch. The power of efiectirg fuch
ftrange workes, is not in theare, neither doth it
flow trom the skill of the Sorcexer, man or wo-
man, butisderived wholly from Satan, and is
brought into cxc-ution by vertue of mutuali
confederacy,becweene him and the Magici

ed ‘D?ﬁatt% of Watcheraft.

: . ! icap- Athe waters, andto dry thecarch; yetto partthe
-| pearethin certaine Popesof Rome, as Syfveffer .

| Ry o )
B Jofh. 10. 13.the going hacke of the Sunne in

| {ea afnder, 4nd to make thiz waters to fand
{ as walls ori-etch fide,and slie biottome of the fea
as 3 pavemeitthisis 2 worke fimply above the
naturall powerof any wind, and thercforeis a
miracle. Againe, fuch werethe wonders done
by Hofes & AaronBicfore Pharass in Egypt
SYPts
| one whereof, in (tead of miany, was the tuniing
}d Aarsis rod into a ferpent, 2 worke trul;
jmiraculous: Forit is above the powerof natu-
| rallgeneration, that the fubftance of oue crea-
f wure fhould be really curned into the fubitance
| of anathcr, as the {ubftance of a rodjinto the
| fubftance of aferpent. OF the like kinde were
the flanding of the Sunnc in the Firmament
without moving inhis courfe fot a whole day,

the firmament ten_degtees, 2 Kings 10, 11.
the prefervation of the threc-men; Skadrach,
Mefbach, and o+ Abediegsinthe idf of the
hot fiery fornace; Dan. 3. 25. and of Dawie/
inthe Lionsden, Dan. 6. 21. thefecding of five
thoufnd men befide women and children, with
five loaves and two fithes, Matth: 14120, 21:
the curing of the eyesof the biinde man with
fitcle and clay tempered together, John 6.
6,7,8&c.

Now the effeting of a miracle inthis kinde,
isa workeproperto Godoncly ; andno crea-
ture, man, or Angell, can doe any thing cither
sbove or coutrary to nature, but hec alone
which isthe Creator. Foras God in the Ba;inu
ning madeall things of nothing, fo he hath re-
ferved to himfelfe,as a peculiar worke of his sl
mightie power, to change oraboli(h the fubz
Rance, praperty, motion, aad ufe ofany erca-
ture. The reafon is, becange he is the author and
creator of nature, and theiefore at his pleature;
is perfecly able to command, reftraine, en-
large, or exteud the power and ftrength
thereof, without the helpe or affiflance of the
creature.

Againc, the working of a miracle isa kind¢
of creation, for thereia a thing is madeto bee
which was not before. Aud thismuft nezds bee
properto God alone, by whofe power things
thatare, were once produced out of things thar

" L oot »

Now thatthis part of the defir ip:'wnumay be
more clearely manifcficd, wee are to proceed
to afurtkier point, to thew what kindeof won-
ders they bewhichare ordinarily wrovght by
theminiftery and power of the deviil.
§ 1. Wondersthereforebe oftwo forts; ¢i-
!ther trueand plaine, orlying and deceicfull. -
Atrue wonder is arare worke, done bythe
power of God fimply, cither above, oragainit
the power of nature, and itis propecly called a
| miracle. The Scripture is plencifull in examples
tofthis kinde, Ofptllis fort wasthe dividing of
; the red Sea, and making itdry land by a migh-
tic Eaft wind, thatthe children of Ifracl might
Laﬂ‘uhomw it,Exod. 14. 21. For though the
Eaft wind be naturally of great force to move

e

i
D) needs be ;ﬁis, which David confetieth in the

. Tnc conclufi

Plalme : Godonely doth wondrows things, Plal,
136. 4. thatis, works fimply wondertull.

But it is alleaged to the contrary, thatthe i
Prophers inthe old Teftament, #nd the Apg- |
ftles inthe new, did worke miracles, Tanfwer,!
they did fo, but how2not by theirowne powers
but by the power of: God, being oncly his in<
(truments, whom heufed for fomepeciall purs
pafeinthofeworkes; and fuch as did rot them-
{:Ives: canfe the miracle, but God in and by
them, Thefame doth Peterand Jobsacknow-
ledge, whenthey had reftored the lame manto
the perfedt ule ot his limbs, tha: byheirpower
andgedimelfe, theybad nor made the mas to
o6, Al 3 12

Lt 3 Agaise,
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band deceitfull, which alfo are

Againe, it is objeéted,that our Saviour Chrift | A
in his manhood wrought many miracles, as |
thofe before mentioned, and many more. Axf.
Chrift as he was mandid fomethingin the wor-
king of miracles, but notall. For in every mi-
raculous worke there be two things; the worke
it felfe, and the acting or difpenfing of the
worke: the workc it {elfe being by nature and
fibftance miraculous, confidering it was above
oragainft the order of naturallcaufes, did not
proceed from Chrift as man, but from himas
God; bur the difpenfation of the fame,inthis or
that vifible manner, to the view of men, was
doneand performed by hismanhood, For ex-
ample; The raifing up of Lazaras out of the
grave, having beene dead foure daies,was 1 mi-
racle 5 tothe effcéting whereof, both the God-
head and manhood “of Chrift concurred, by
their {everal and diftinét actions, The manhood
only uttered the voice,and bade Lazaras come
forth, bur irwasthe God-head of Chrift that
fecched hisfoule from Heaven, and purit againe
into hisbody, yea, which gave lifeand power
t0 Laxarsus, to hearethe voice uttered, torife
and come forth, Joh. 15.43. In like manner,
when he gave figntto theblinde, Mat.20.34.he
touched their eyes witlthe hands of his man~
hood,butthe power of opening them, and ma-
king them to fe, came from his God-head,
whereby he wasable todoc alithings. And in
all other miraculous workes which he did, the
miracle was alwzies wrought by his divine
poweroncly, the outward actions and circum- ‘ C
flances that accompanied the fame; proceeded
from himashe wasman. ‘01

Now, if Chrift as he is man, cannotworke
atrue miracle, then no meere creature candoe
it; no not the Angels themftlves, aiid confe-

i i1

proofeofitis not fo necetfary in thisplace, Lug ! ™
that Satan isable to doe extraordinary workes
by thehelpe of nature (which isthe queition in
hand) ic fhall appeare, it weeconfider in hin
thefethings. .

Firft,the Devillis by naturea fpiric,and theve-
foreof great underftanding knowledge, and ca-
facily inallnaturall things, of what fort, qua- |
ity, and condition foever, whetherthey be cau-
fes or effects, whether of 2 fimple o mixt na-
ture. By reafon whercot hee can fearch more
deeply and marrowly into the grounds of
things, than all creatures that are cloathed
with flefh and bloud.

Secondly, he isanancient {pirit, who skili
hath_beenc confirmed by experience of the
cousfe of nature, for the fpace almoft of fix
thoufand yeates. Hence hee hath attained to
the knowldege of many feerets, and by long
obfervation of the effedts, is able to difceime
and judge of hiddea caufes iu nature, which
mau in likelihood cannot come unto by or-
inary meanes, for want of that opportuni-
1ieboth of underftanding and experience. Here-
+ ponitis, that whereas in nature there be fome
propertics, caufts, and effects, which manne.
ver imagined to be; others, that men did once
know, butare now forgot; fome, which men |
knew not, but might know; and thoufands
which can hardly, or nor atall be knowne:: alil
thefe are moft familiar unto-him, becanfe in
themfelves they bee no wonders, but only my-
fteries and fecrets, the vertueand effect where-
of he hath fometime obferved fince biscreation,

Thirdly, he is 2 fpiric of wonderfull power
and might, able to fhake the earch, and to con.
+ found thie creatures inferiour unto him in nature
and condition,  he were not reftraincd by the

quenly not Satan, it beinga ncere
worke, performed. onely by the omnipotent
powerot God.

§ 2 Theficondfortof wonders, are lying

p power of God. And this power,as
it was great by his creation, {oitis not impay-
red by his fall, but rather increafed and inade
moreforcible by his irreconciliable malice hee

workesin regard of man, becaufethey procecév
not from theufuall and ordinary courfeof na-
ture :and yee thiey be nomiracles, becaufe they
aredone by the vertue ofnature, and notabove
or againftnature fimply, buraboveand againft
the oxdinary courfethereof : and thefz arc pro- [D
perly fuch wonders as are done by Satan and
hisinftruments : examples whereof we (hall fee
afterwards, i

\ If any man in reafori: thinke it not likely
thatacréature thould beableto worke extraor-
dinarily by naturall meanes; he muft remember
that though God hath ielerved to himfelfca-
lonethe power ofabolithing and changing na-
ture, the orderwhereof hee fet and eftablithed
inthecreation, yet the alteration of the ordisa-
rie courfe of nature, hee hath putin the power
of his ftrongeft creatures, Angels and Devils.
Thatthe Angels have received this power, and
doe execute the fime upon his command or
permiffion, itis manife®t by Scripture, and the

| ina fhert fpacc of time, conveigh himfsifeand

bearcth to kind, fpecially thefecd of the
woman. -
Fourthly, thereisinthe devill an admirable
icknefle and agilit ing from his {pi-
q giity,p i3 s Ip:
rituall wature,whereby he can very fpecdilyand

other creatures into placesfardiftant one from
another, By thefe foure helpes, Satar is enabled
to doe frange works, Strange 1 29 to man,
whofe knowledge fince the fallis mingled with
much ignorance, evenia naturall things; whofe

perienceis of fhort continuance, and much
hirdred by forgetfulnefle ; whofe agility by
reafon of his grofle nature isnothing, ifhe had
not the helpe of cther creatures ; whofe power
is-but weakneffe and infirmity in cowmparifon
of Satans, B

Yet if there be any further doubs, how Sa-
tan can bytheft helps worke wonders, wemay
be refolved of the truth thereof by canfidering
three otherthings : Firtt, that by reafon of his
great knowledge and skill innatuze, he is able

to'
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cient to themateer,and thereby bring things to
paffe,thatare incommnon conceit impofiible.

Sccondly, he hath power to move them, not
only according to the ordinary courfe,but with
much morefpecd and celerity.

Thirdly, as hecanapply and move, fo by
his fpirituall nature heis able, if God permit,
to convey himfelfe into the fubltance of the
creature, withoutany peactiation of dimenfi-
ons, and being in the creature, although itbe
never o folid, he can workethercin, notonely
accordingtothe principles of thenature there-
of, but asfurre asthe (trength and abilicy of
\lhofe principles wiil poflibly reachand extend |

'thcml’clvcs.Thlwit appeareth,that the devil can
|
i

in gencrall worke wonders,
) " .
§ 3. Nowmore particularly, the Devils won-
ders are of two fouts : Tlufions, or reall adtions.
An illufion isa worke of Satan, whercby
he deludeth or decciveth man. And it is twe- |
fold, cither of the outward fenfes, or of the!

: !mindr. Anillufion of the ontward fenies, is a |

worke of thedevill, whereby he makes aman

to thinke thathe heareth, feech,fecleth ortonch-

cthfich things as indeed hee dothnot. This
{ the devill can eafily doc divers wawes, even by
the ftrength of nature. For example,by corrup-
ting the inftruments of fenfc, as the humor of|
the eye,&c. or by alteringand changingthe
ayre, whichisthe meaneswhereby we fee, and
fuch like,

skilfull practitioncrin this kinde, though the
meanes whereby he worketh fich Fcatsj)c un-
knowne unto us. In this manner Pax/ affirmeth
that the Galatians weredeluded,when ke faith,
O foolifh Galatians, who hath bewitched you? |
Gal.3.1. Where he ofeth a word * borrowed
from the pradtice of Witches and forcerers,
who ufe to caft @ mift (as it were) Lefore the
eyes,todazle them,and make things to appearc
unto them, which indeed they docnot fee s and
the ground of Pax/s comparilon, isthat which
hetakes for a granted truth, that therebe fuch
delufions, whereby mens fenfes areand may be
corrupted by fatanicall operation.

Thus againe the devillby the Witch of En-

1 San. 28. making him beleeve tha it had
beene Samrrel indeed, whereas it was but a
meere counterfeit of him,as (hallappeare here-
after. Againe,the devill knowing the conftituti-
ons of men and the particular difeafes where-
tuneo they-dre inclined, takes the vantage of|
1 fome, and fzcondeththe natureof the diftafe
by the concurreaccof his ownedelution,there-
by corrupting the imagination, and working in
themindea fi’mng perfwafion,th:ttheyare be-
| come, that which intruth theyare not, Thisls
apparantinshatdifeafe which isteimed Lycan-
1 thropia, wherefome having their brains potfe(-
zl'e(l&: diftempered with melancholy have verily

thought themfclves to be wolves, ‘and fo have
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to “PP'Y creatureto creature,and the caufes effi-| A

B i tage, and mirch encreafed lier viches and ho-

Experience teacheth us, thatthe devillisa | C| purchafetheir owne peace and {ecurity; by ma-

dor,deceiyed Sex/intheappearance of Sawmmel, (D

behaved themfelves. Aud the hiftorics of men in
formerages, have ecorded trange eeftimonics
offomnhazhavcbc:ntlmsmrncé’u‘.wwolvcs,
lyons, dogs, birds, and other creatures, whicl:
could net bereally in fab(tance, but onely in
appearance, and phancafic corrupred, and fo
thefe records aretruc.For God in his juftjudge-
mentmay fuffer fome men o to bea bewitched
by the devill, thac to their conceit they mnay
feemerto belike chefe brait beafts, chonghis-
| deed they remaine true men iill, For 1t
| worke furmounsing the devils power,
i change the fibflance of any ore creature,
I the fibftance otanother, By this kind of célu-
| fionthe Churcli of Rome,in che times ofblind-
‘nefleand ignorance, hath raken areatadvan-

{ nour. Forthere be three points of the religion
+ of that Church, to wit, Purgarory, Invocazs.
o of Sainss,und howsaring of Relipres e
by fhe hatl notably inriched her felfe,all which
had their {irft foundation from thefe, and fich
like Satanicall impoftures. For the onely way
whereby they have brought the common fort
: toyeekiunto them, both for belecfe and pra-
i tice, hath beene by drluding theie outward
{fenies with fulle apparitions of ghofts and
foules of nen, walkiog and rangingabroad af-
ter their departure,aud fuch like; whereby fim-
Flc pexfons, ignorant of *heir fetches and de-
ufions, have beene much affrighted, and cau-
fed through extremity of feare and dread, to

ny and great expenies. And indeed thefe’ were
the feongelt argumen: tever they had,and
whichmoft prevailed withthe smmos people,
,asismanhcllm(‘n ‘esof allvations apd ages, i
}\\ here fuch deccits have taken pls ~
| oftentimes by the jt of God, they !
were taken in theiver ats revealed.
The fecond Kinde of illufion, is of 1he ue
i minde, and
mfeite which is
not true, Thus expericnce teacheth that he hath
deluded men both in former and lacter nes,
who haveavouched and profefied themfelves
120 be Kings, or the fonnes of Kings. Yca,fome
{have holden themtilves to bz Chrilt, fome to
be Eliasyfometo be fohn the Bapr:/t,and fome
extraordinary Prophers, Andthe like conceits
haveentted intothe iinds of feadry Witches,

y the fugacftion aud perfivation ofthe devill-
To whom, when théy have wholly refigned
their foules arid badies, they haveberne moved
to beleeve things impoffible touching thém-
felves, asthac they deed beenc changed
1ato other creatures, as cats, birds, wice, &«
The inquifitions of Spaifie and other com
tries, wherein thefe and*fuch like things'are i
recorded touching ches really merdme:-
phofed into fuch creatures,canaoe be ey
fideringthat it is notinche powwer of tf
thusto change fubfanses into other fubftan-
ces. And thofe converfions recorded bythem,
..ware]
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were oncly Satans illufions, wherewith the
mindsof Witches were pofiefled, and nothing
clfe;which thenghthey were extraordinary,(as
the reft of this kind are) yerthey weart not be-
yond the power of nature,

The fecondfort of the devils wonders, are
reall workes, that is, fuch as are indeed thac
which they fesme and appeareto be, Thefe,
howfocverto men that know not the natures
of thiags,nor the fecrecand hidden caufeschere- ‘
of they may fceme very (trange and admirable,
yeethey areno true miracles, becaufe theyare
not above and beyond the power of nature.

Ifitbe here alleaged, that the devils workes
are notreall and true adtions, becaufe the koly
Choft calleththem Lying wonders, 2 Thefl.2,
9.1anfiwer, thatshey are called Lying worders,
notin tefpect of the workes themfelves forthey
were wonders truly done and effeéted;but in re-
gard of the devils cod and purpofe in working
them, which is to lieunto men, and by them to
deceive, The truth of vihich point will appearc
in theview of fome particular examples.

Firlt, wee reade inthe hiftory of /o4, tha
Satan bsought downe fire from heaven, which
burnt up Zebs fheepe and fervants; and caufed
2 nighty wind to blow downethe houfe up-
on his children asthey were feaftingto deftroy
them. Againe, heefimote the body cf fob with
botchesand byles, All thefe weretrueand re-
all workes, very ftrauge and adimirable,and yet
no miracles, becaufe they exceeded not the
compafle of naturc. For firft, when hee catl
dowue the fire from heaven, he did not create
thefiieofnothing, for that is a worke proper
to Godalone, but applied creature to creatuse,
and thereof prodeced fuch a matter as was fic
to make fire of. }fit be demanded, how heis a~
ble todcethis? weemuft remember, that his
kunowledge innaturall caitics is great,and there-
fore hee was ot ignorant of the materiall caufe
of fire, which being thorowly kuewnc and
found aur, Satan brought fire unto ir, and fo
putting fie to the macterof fire, hee broughe
itdowne by his posver and agility from hea-
ven,upon thecateel] and fervantsof /ob. Againe,
the wind which blew downethe houfe, where
his fonnes and daughters were eating and drin-
king, was not created hy the devill, but bee
knowing well the matter whercof winds ave
generated naturatly added matter tomatter,and

A notignorant how tire huniors in the body may |

bee putiified, aud what corupthar it

breed fiuchand fich diteaies and by
che ayre it {elfe may be infected :
pating hismatier, and appiyi
hepra&tifed upon the body
himwith grkvous fores,
Another cxamiple of Satanseall workes is |
this, By reafoncthis preatpoerand skili, hel
is able toappeae inthe formeand fhape of a
man, andrefemble any perfon or creature, and
that not by deladingthe &nls, but by afiu-
miigto bimicfeatruebody. His powerisn
(o large, asto create a bdie, or bring agais
foule mtoabody.yet by Lis deateity and skill
in naturall cavfeshee can worke wonderfully,
For hecisable, having gahered rogether by
imatter, to joyne memberto member, and to
make a true bedy, eitherafer che likeneffe of'
man, orfome otlier creatme 3 and having fo |
done,fo enterinto it, tomove and Ririe itup |
and downe, and thercin vilibly and fenfibly to,
appeare unto wan; whichthoughicbe 2 (hangci
work,and befides the ordinary conrfc ofnasurs, |
yetitisnot timply above the power thereof.
For athird intance. Thedevillisabletout.
tera voicein plaine words and §peech,anfivera. !
ble to mans undesflanding in any language, |
Not that lige cantake unto himfife, bcing:u[
{piric, au immediate power to fpeake or framea!
voyce ofnothing without meaucs, but Rnow.’[
ing the naturalland proper caufes and meancs |
by which mendoe {peake, by them hee frames |
in himfeifethe voyce of aman, aud pizinlyut. |
tessthe fime in a knowne linguage. Tn thns]
manner he abufed che tongue and moush of the |
ferpent, when in plaine words hetempted Eve
to car the forbidden fruit, Now it is tobe re-|
membred here, that whenthedevill fpeakes in
a creatuse, itmult be fick 2 creature, ashath
the inftruments of fpeech, or fich whereby
fpcech may be framed and uteered, not other-
wife : forit wasneverheard thache (pake i a
ftocke ora fione, or any creited entity thathad |
notthe meanesand power of utteringa voyce,
atlealt in fome fort; it being a wor ke peculiar
to the Creator, to give power of utterance
where it isnot by creation. Againe, when he
\fr:mnh avoyceina creature, hedothit not by
' giving an imwacdiate power to fpeake, for that

| he canno doe, aud the ercature abufed by him,
FO
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thencecame chie wind ; hee joynes
himfelfe,being a fpirit of a fiwift and {peedy na-
ture, and (0 makes ic for his owne purpoft, the
were violent andforcible, Thirdly, hee fmote
Tebsbody with fore byles, from the crowne of
hiis head tothe fole of his foot. Now this may
fecame firange that hee fhould have fuch power
over mans bedy, 1s to caufe fuchdifeafesto

reed in it. Therefore wee are further tounder-
fland, that hisknowledge extendech it fclfeto
the wholeframe and difpofition of mansbody,
whereby it comesto paflc, that the cauies of all

H inthatiegaid, asit was before. Butj
 itbeing nacurally fitted and difpoted to utter
avoice,thoughnot perfoctly to speak asaman,)
he furthereds and helpeth naturein it, and ad-
deth to thie facultie theseof a prefent e of
| words, by ordering and ruling theinftruments
‘tohisinteaded purpofes. And ro concluderhis
: point, looke whar ftrange workes and wonders
"may betiuly effe@ed by the power of nature,
(though theybe notordinarily broughic to paffe
. inthe courfe of nature) tholt the devillcan doe,
and fo farre forth as the power of nature will

difesfes are well knowne unto him, and hee is

( permit;he isable to work true wonders though
k fori

[,
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| have faid,to create,to change,or abolith nature.

forzfalfc and evillend.
Hereaquettionismoved by fome, whether
the devill can change onc creature into another,
as aman-or 2 womanintoa beaft > forfome,
notwithftanding the doétrinc already raugh,
are of opinion, that hee can tumethe bodies of
Witches into other creatures, as hares cats,and
fuch like. Axf. The tranfimucdtionof the fab-
-Rance of onecreature into another,as of 2 man
into a beaft of what kind {Gever;is a worke fim-
ply aboveithie power of hature, and thercfore
cannot be:done by thedevili, or any creature,
For itis the' proper worke of Ged alone, as

I

Itis objected, that fuchchanges have beene
made, Foy Lotswifcwastumed into a pillirof
falt, Gen. 19.36. Anf. Itistrue, but that was
done by themighty power of God, neither can
itbe proved that any creature, Angell, or other
was ever abletodoe the like,

Butitis fuither fad that Xing Nebuchadrez.-
zarwas turned into abeaft, and did eat grafle
with the beafts of the field, Dan. 4. 30. eAuf.
Thercisno fuch matter : his fubftance was not
changed, {o as his body became the bodyof a
beaft indeed, bue his conditions oncly wereal-
tered by the judgement of God upon hismind,
whereby he was fofarre forth bereaved of hu-
tmancfenfeand underftanding. Againe, for his
behaviour and kinde of life, he b i

B

A | them, not to rejoycein this, thac wicked fpirics

were fubdued untothem, but rather, becaute
their names were written in heaven,veif 20,
Indeed tobe. able to workea wender, is an
excellent gift of God, and may tinifter mateer
of rejoycing,when it proceedech from God:bie
feeing the devill received this power by the
gift of creation, our fpeciall joy muftnot bee
therein, but racher inchis,that weare theadop-
ted fonnesof God, in which privilege thede-
vill hath no payt with us And therefore the A-
poftle, 3 Cor.13. making & comparifon of the
gifts of theSpirit,as of [peaking diverstongucs,
of prophefying, and working miracles, with
love: inthe cud, wifheth men to labour for
thebef} gifts, whichare faith, hope, and love;
becaufe by thefe wee are made partakers of |
Chiift,on'whom we ouiglitto fet our heares,and
in whom weeare sommanded alwayesto re-
joyce, Phil.g.4.
Sccondly, welcame from heace, npt tobe-
leeve ok receive a dotrinenow or at any time,
hecaulcitis confirmed by wonders, For the
devill himfelfcis able to confinme bis errours
and Idolatious faivices by frange and extraor-
dinary fignes, by which ufually be laboureth
o avouch and vcri‘fic'the gmﬂ'dl{ points of
of X

falfhood i igi n Y
wemuft not rejedt or contemne a do&riae, bea
caufe itis h fi d. is i

61;';

therbrutith for the time, and excepiny on:ly
his outward forme and fhape, no pasrof huma-
nity could :Epnrc in him : but that he retained
his humanebody il it is evident by hisowne
words, verf, 3x. when he faith, efvd mive wn-
| derflanding was refforedto me : Whichargueth
plainly, thatthe hand of God wasupon him in
fome kinde of madneife and furic, and there-
forethat there was nota change of his body and
fubftance, buta firange and fearefull alteration
in his minde and outward behaviour, And
thoughfitch a tranfinutation fhould be granted,
yet itmakes nothing for the purpofe, confide-
ring it was the worke of God onely, and not of
the devill. And thus we fee what kinde of won-
dersthe Devill can bring to paffe. The medita-
tion of which point may teach ustwo things :
Firlt, that the working of wonders isnota
thing that will commead man uoto Ged, for
the devill himfelfe,a wicked fpirit, can worke
them : and many (hall alleage this in the day of
judgement, thatthey have by thename of God
caftoutdevils, and done many great workes;
to whom notwithftanding the Lord will fay,
1 neverknew yous ; depart froweme ye workers of
inigwity, Match. 7. 33,33, It behoveth vs ra-
therto get unto our felves the precious gifts
offaith, repentance, and thefeare of God, yea,
to goe beforeothersin a godly life and upright
converfation, than to cx:cl{ in effeing of
Rrange workes. When the feventy Difciples
came to our Saviour Chrit with joy, and told
him, that cvem the dovils were [whdmed unto

D

them through his nawse,Luk.10.37. be counfels

fault in the Jewes, who would not receive the
Woxd preached by Chrift, unleflchee (hewed
them a figne from heaven. Indeed inthe primis
tive Chuich it pleafed God to confirme that
dogtrine whichche Apofties taught, by great
fignes and miracles, butnow that giftis ceafed,
and the Church hath no warrant tocxpet any

further evidenceof the religionit profeficth and
enjoyeth by arguments of thatkiud ; yea rather
it hath caufc rofufpect a doctrine taught forthe
wonders {ake,whereby men labor to avouchit.

Seit, V.

The laft claufe inthe defcription, is this: fo
farre forth as Godin juftice fuffereth : which I

fox juft caufes, permicceth the Arts of Magicke,
and Witchcraft,and the practices thereof.Now
this he dothin his providence,cither for the eri-
allof his children,or forthe punifhment of the;
wieked,

Firlt therefore God penmics thefe wicked
artsin the Church, to prove whether hischil-
dren will ftedfattly belcevein him,and feek un-
to hisword,or cleave untothe devill by fecking
to his wicked inftruments. This Mofes plainly
forwarned the Church of God, in his time.Deu,
131, Iftherearife amang you a Prophet,or a
dreamer of dreanszs, and giwe thee a figncor
wonder ; V.2, ardthe figne and womderwhich he
bash toldthee,come ¢o paffe : (uying, Let us goc
afierother godsywhich shom haft wos known, and,
ferveshem; v. 3. thow [bals noc hearken sothe
words of has Propher, e,

Againe,

adde,for two caufes : Firdt,to fhew thacGed, | -

Avguft.de Trin,
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’ Againe, God futterech them for the punith-
ment of unbelcevers and wicked men : for of-
tentimes God punitheth one finue by another
as theantecedent finncs by the confequent.This
Palplainly heweth(fpcaking ofthe dayes of
Antichiift) that becanfe menveceived nor the
love of thesruth, therefore Godvronld fendupon
shem frong slinfions, thar they fhonld beleeve
lres, And swe may refolve our felves,that for this
very caufe, God fuffereth the pra&tices of|
Witcheraft, to befoife in thefe our dayes, to
punifh theingratitude of men, who have the
truth revealed unto them, and yet willnor bes
leeveand obey the famebuttread it under their
fect,shas all they might be cordemmed which be-
lecvedrnas the truch, bus tooke pleafirein nn-
righteos(neffe. :

Sccondly, this laft claufe isadded, tofhew
thatin the practices of forcery and Witcheraft,
the Devill candoe fomuch onelyas God per-
wits him, and nomore, Doubtlefle, hismalice
reacheth turther, and confequently hiswilland
defire; but God hath reftrained his power, in
the execution of his malicious purpofes,where-
upon he cannot goe a whit further, than God
gives him leaveand liberey to goe, The Magi-
cians of £ gypt did fome wonders, in fhew like
untothe miracles wronght by Mofesand Aa-
rom, and thatfor 2time, by changing 2 rod
intoa ferpent, and water into bloud, and by
bimging frogs through the fleight and power
of the Devill, but whenitplealed God o de-
termine their practices, andgive themno furs
ther liberty, they could not doe that, which
inlikelihood was the meanct ofall the reftthe
turning of the duftof the land irto lice; and
thm\fcslvcs gave the true reafon therecf, fay-
ing, Thas shis was the fingerof God, Exod.8.
19. When the devill wenr out and became a
£alfefpiritinthe mouth of all e4abs prophets,
to intice him to goe to fall at RamothGilead,
he went not ef bis owne will, but by theaucho-
rity of God, who commanded him 1o goe to
intice Akab, and fuffered him to prevaile, 1
King. 22.23,and the a& was notthe aét of Sa-
tan, but of Ged, whofe inftrumene hee was;
and thercforethe holy Ghoft faid by Micaiah,
The Lordhathpus alying [pivit in themonth of
allthefe thy Prophets, ard the Lord hathap-
pointedeviliagainft thee,v.23.Hence al{oitwas,
that the devils, being caft out of the man that
had an uncleane {piric, asked leave of Chrift to
enterinto the heard of fwine, and could yoren.
ter in till hee had permitted them, Mark. 5. 13,
13. And, wereade oftentimes in the Gefpell,
that our Saviourcaft outmany devils by his
word oncly thereby thewingthathe was abfo-
lute Lord overthem, and that withoue his per-
miffion, they could doe nothing.

Andthus much touching the generall nature
of this Arr,

A
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Witckeraft.

" CHAP. IL

Tbe Ground. of Witcherafs,

wid of allthepraiice: thereof.

THcGround of alithe pradtices of Witch~
craft, isa league or coyenaot made be-
tweene the Wicchand the Devill: wherein chey
doemutually binde themflves each to other,
Ifany fhalichinke it ftrange, that man or wo-
man (hould enter league with Satan, their ub-
ter enemy ; theyarc to know it fora moft evi-
dentand certaine trueh, that may wee be called
into queftion. And yet to cleare the jid,

B | of any onein this point, I will s downe fome

reafonsin way of proofe,

Firl, the holy Scripture doth imtimate fo
much unto us in the §8. Pfal. v. 5. where, how-
fc;v‘:r the cemmon (n:ﬂition runneth in
othertearmes, yetthe words are ly tobe
read thus -Ju’:l: hearerh wor rfi?:;;!,f the
wonsierer jopning focieties cwmningly. And in
themn che Plalmift layeth downe two points:
Firft, the effe@ orworke of 2 charme, murte-
red by che Inchanter ; namely, that itis ableto
ftay the Adder from ftinging thofe which fhail
lay hold on him or touch him. Secondly, the
mi‘nﬁfomdatim of the charme;; focieties or|

gly made, not &

manand man, but (as the words import) be-
tweene the Inchanterand the Devill, The like
we reade, Deur. £8. 11. Where the Lord char-
geth hispeople when they come into the land
of Canaan, thatamongft other abominations
of the Heathen, they {hould beware left any
were found amongft them that joyned fociety,
thatis, cntred into league and compat with
wicked fpirits,

A fecond reafon may bethis: it isthe practice
oftthe Devill to offer to make a bargaineand
covenant with man. Thus he dealt with our Sa-
viour Chrift in the third temptation where-
with he affaulted him, promifing togiveunto
him all the Kingdomes of the earth, and the
glory of'them, (which ke thewed him inavi-
fion) if Chrift for his part would fall downe
and worfhip him. The offer was patfed onthe
behalfe of Satan, and now to make 2 pesfet
compadt berweene them, there was nothing
wanting but the free confent of our Saviour
unto the condition propounded. Whereby it
ismanifeR, thacthe Devill makes many cove-
nantsinthe world, becaufe hefindethmenand
wonen inthe moft places,fitted for histurne in
this kinde, who will not letto worthip him for
afarre leflemarrerthan a Kingdome, And it is
notto be doubred zhatthoufands in the world,
had they beene offered (o faire as Chrift was,
would have beenas willing to have yeclded up-
on fuch conditions,as the devill to have offered.

Thirdly, thecommon confeffionof all Wic-

ches and , both before and fiuce the

(b2,
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"firme the fune. For dhey have confetied wid{
{onccor that the very ground-worke of al
: their pradtices in this wicked are, istheir league
{wi(h the devill. And hence it appearcth, how

and whereuponit is chat Sorcerersand Witches
can bring to pafic firange things by the helpeof
Satan, which other inen ordinarily cannot doe;
namely, becaufe they haveentred a league with |
him, whereby hehach bound himfeife tothem, |
for the cffecting of rare and cxtraordinary
warkes, which others, not joyned with lim in
the like confederacic, ave not able citherby his
helpe, or any posver or policy of their owne to
bring to pafic, Hereupon it was, that the Witch
of Endor (hewed unto Sex/ theappearance of |
Samuel, whichnci!htrSanlhhnl'('rﬁ‘,nor anyin B
all hisCourtcould doe.There wasno great vere
tue in the mater or frame of her words, tor the
weas ignorant and had no leaming, By. power
fhe could not effect it being a weake woman;
neither was it like chat fhee had more cunning
and policy than any of the lcawed Jewes in
thofctimes had for fuch purpofes. The maine
rcafon was, her leaguc made with Satan, by
vertue wheseof fhecommanded him to appeare
inthelikenclle of Samwel, which neither Sawl,
nor anyof his companycould doe, by vertue
of fuch covenant,which they had not made.

The end why the Devill fecketh to makea
league with men, may be this; Itisa point of|
his pelicy, notte beready at every mans com-
mand to doc forhim what hee would, except
he be furcof hisreward ; and no othex meancs
will ferve his turnefor taking affirance hereof,
bu this covenant, And why {6 ? that hereby he
may teftific both his hatred of God and hisma-
lice again{t man. For fince the timethat he was
caft down from hieaven,he hath hated God and
his kingdome, and greatly maligricd the happy
cftate of man, efpecially fince the covenant of
gmcc made with our firft parcnc in Paradife.

or he thoughtto have brought upon them by

their fall, ecernall and finall confution, but per-
ceiving the contrary by vertucof the covenant
of grace, then mavifelted, and fecing man by
itto beinabetter and furcr eftate than before,
hemuchmoremaligned hiseftate, and beares
the ranker hatred unto God for that his mercy
beftowed upon him.

Now that heemight fhew forth this hatred
{ and malice, he takes upon himto imitate God,
and o counterfeit his dealings wich hisChurch.
As Godtherefore hath madea covenant with
his people, fo Satan joynes inleague with the
world, labouring to binde foine mea uito him,
that {o, ifit were poffible, he might draw them
from the covenauc of God, and dif; I

D

comming of Chrift, doth yermoretully con-) A} confinmation of the truthof his league unto

them, Yeafurther,as God in his covenant, re-
quires faith of usto thebelceving of his pro
mifes: fo the devillin his compad, requires
faith of his vaflals, to put thciraffiancein him,
and rely on him for the doing of whatfoever he
bindes himfcHcto doe. Laftly, as God Ilt:\!‘cs]
them that call upon him according to his will :
fois Satanreadic athand upon the premifics,
endevouring tothe utmoft of his power,(when
God permits him) to bring to paifc whatliever
he hath promifed. And fomuchof the league
ingencrally .

More particulaily, theleaguc betweené the
Devill and a Witch,istwofold:cither cxprefied
and opeu,or fecrer and clofe,

The exprefic and manifeft compadt is fo
termed, becaufe itis made by folemue words
onbath parties. Andicisnos fo expueffely fer
downein Scriptures, asin the writings of lear.
ned men, whizh have recorded the confeffions
of Witches, and they exprefic it in this manner.
Firft, the Wirch for his pare, as a flave of the
devill, bindes himelfc urto him by folemne
vow and promift te renounce thie true God,
his holy word,the covenant he made in Baptif-
me, and his redemption by Chrift ; and withall
to belceve inthe Devill, to expectand receive
aid and helpe from him, and -at theend of his
life, to give him either body orfoule, or both :
and for the ratifying hereof, hegivesto thede-
vill for the prefent, cicher. hisowne hand wri-
ting, or fome part of his bloud, as a pledge and
caniclt pennytobind the bargaine. Thedevill
ontheotherfide, for his part promifecheo bee
ready at hisvaffalscommand, to appeareat a-
ny time in the likenefle of any creature, to con-
fule with him, toaid and helpe him in any
thing hefhall take in hand, forthe procuting of |
pleatures, henour, wealth or prefesment, to
goe for him, to cavry himn whetherheewill ; in
a word,to doc for him, whatfoever. hee fhall
command. Many fuflicient teftimonics might
beealleaged forthe proofe hercof, bitit isfo
manifelt in daily expevience, thatit camnot well
be called into que(tion.

Bue yet if it feeme flrange unto any, that
there Mould befuch pesfonsin the woild, that
make fuch fearcfull covenants with the devill,
Jet them confider but this onc thing, and ic
will putchem out of doub, )

The natureof iman is exceeding imparient
in croffes,and ourward aflictions arefo tedious
unto mortall mindes,and preflcthem with fuch
amenfise of griete, that fome could be conten-
ted with all their heares tobe out ofthe world,
ifthereby they mighe be releafed of fuch extre-
mity, and they carenot what meanes

fame. Againe, ssGod hach Word and Sacra- |
| ments, the {eales of his covenant unto belee- |
 vers ; fo thedevillhath bis words anid corraine
! outwasd fignes to ratifiethe fame to hisinftru~
, ments, asnamely, his figures, charadters, ge-
! ftres,and other Satanicall ceremonics, fos the
i

they ufe, what conditions they undercake to
eafe and helpe themfclves. The devill finding
menin thefe perplexicies, is readie totake his
dvantage, and thercfore pesceiving them now
fiteed for his purpofc to worke upon;; he nfinu-
atesand offers himfclfe to procure than :a(cl
and
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be fhall prefersbe for that purpofe rand £ 4 12 |
wurallman chere isnogreater meanecha chisto |
make him joyne fociety with the devill, Hee |
herefore without any further doubting or de- |
liberation, condeftends to Satan, foas hemay
becafed and releeved inchele cs,

Againe, wearc to confider, that inchefe cafes |
the devill geticththe greater hold of man, 2nd l
moves him to yecld unto his figgeftions che |
rather, becaufethat which he promifechto doe !
fochim is prefeat and at lis command, and
therefore certaiine ; whereasthe thingtobe per-
formed onthebehlfe althe party himfelfe, as |
the giving of body and foule, &c. is to come |
ﬁmj’ry yearesafter, and therctore v vegard of’!
the particular time,uncertaine.Now the nataral | B
nannot regarding fris future and finall eftare, |
preferres the prfent commodity before the
lofle and punifhmentthat is to come a farre off,
and thereby is perfivaded co yecld himfelfe uu-r
to Satan. And by thefe and fiuch like antecedenes |
aremany broughtto make open league with{
thedevill, !

The fecict and clofe league berweene the |
Witchand Satanisthae,wheiein they mutually
give confent each to other, but yet withouta |
tworme coverant conceived in exprefic words
and conference, OF this there bee two degrees:
Fitlt, whenaman ufech firpecfitious formes of
prayer, wherein bee exprelely requircth the
helpe of the devill, without any mention of!
folemne words or covenant going before, Thar
thisis akind of compact itis phaine, becaufe
herein there is a mutuall under-hand confent
betweene the paity and the devill, though it
be not manifeit. For whena manis contentto
ufe fuperltitious formes of invecation for hel pe
intimeof need ; bythe very ufing of them, his
heart confenteth to Satan, and he would gladly
havethe thing effe&ed.When therforethe devil
hathnotice ofthem, and endevoureth to efiect
thething prayed for, therein alfo he gives con.
fent; foas though there be no exprefie words of
compaét outwardly framed on goﬂl parts, yer
the concurrence of 3 mutual] confent for the
; bringing ro pafle ofthefame things, makesthe
- coyenantauthenticall, For according to the re-

cewved rules of equity and reafon, mutuall con- | D
(ent of party with parey, is fuflicientto make
12 bargaine,thoaghtherebeno olemnecourfz or
 forme of words to manifeft the {ame to others,
! The fecond degreeis, when a man ufcth fu.
i p:'xﬂiripusuvmanex'm bring any thing to patle,
1 which in his owne knowledge, have no firch
| vettue in themfelves to effed ir, withoutthec-
 fpeciall operation of the devill,

t Superltitious meanes call alf thofe, which
1 acither by oder of creationnor by the fpeciall |
appointmentand bieffing of God fince, have
any vestuein them, to Lring to pafié that thing
for whichthey areufed, For exanple;A charme
confifting offec words and £ Hablesboth rude,

i themtelves for the

< perititions |
i meanes s becaule it hathno vevtie jn icfel
cwre, either by the gift of God i the ¢
orby any fpeciall appointmentafie;
word or othierwife, And thercior
meane isufed by man, which
notch vertuein ir, for the effedi
worke for which it was ufed, there
Ieague made with thie aavill,

Yet here Tadde shis c!
ledge, zoflit:ldlﬁn'nl(tbﬂ\\‘!!n?mm,
ufetuperftitions nicanes 1o brine it 168§
%0 paifes for fome theicbee which when hew |
victhem, know they bemneerely prnﬁliousl}
yea,veake andimpotent, | "

ufed ; as che fepeatiag

words; the ufing of ignes, chaiadters, and 5.
gures, which in etfeet 2:e meere chaymes ne
whiteffetuall in themfelves, but o fare forth
asthey fervefor watchwordsunro Satan,withi.
out whote aid nothing is doreby them, &
phine argumentthat che uferhereof hachin his
heartfecretly indemed with Satan, for the ac.
:ol:lpliﬂnmnt of his istended workes, A fo-
cond fort there is, which ufech themfor fome
{peciall end, being perfivaded chat these s ver.. |
tueinthe meanes themfelves ta bringthe thing
to pafleand ymlotknuwingthnteirherrheybc
luperﬂi:mus,orluvetheir:ﬂimcy bythepower
and worke of the devill, Such perfons have
madeas yetno leaguewith Satan, but they are
in the high way thereunto, And this courte iss
fie preparationto cauiz them to joyne wich him
in covenant. T {hew itby an cxample. Aman is
falleninto fome extremity, and findes himflfe
bewitched ; his paine isgrear, and hec defires
withail his heart to be cured and delivered :
Hereupon he fendezh forthe fufpected Witch
being come, hee offers to firarch bimor hey,
thinking by this meancs to bee curcd of the
Witcheraft. His reafon is no cther, thas 2
ftrong pesfivafion,that there is Gmply vertue in
his fcratching tocure him, and difcover the
Witch, not once fufpetting that the helpe
commeth by the pawer ofthe Devill, bur fiom
che attion it iclfe. Thisdoing, he may bee hea-
led : butthetruthis, heefinnech and breakes
Gods commandement, For the ufing of thete
meanesis plaine Witcheraft, ar afterward we
fhallfee. Andyet forallthis, the parey cammor
befaid in prefent to have madea league with
Satan,becauke hv:rhcughr,lhanhough he yeel-
ded rotheute of fuperftitious incanes for his
curing, yerthere had bin in che {2id meanes a2
vertue of healing, without an 5 helpe or worke
ofthedevill. i

’ CHAP. IIL
Of the kinds of Witckcraft,
ardfirft of Divination.

Witcheraftis of two forts; Divining or #er-
king. For the whole nature of this art,confifteth |

] baibarous, and unkuowne, uled %or the curing

cither |

- yen

and achverance, iFehey will uie fich meanes,as A} of fome difeate or paine, is a g

§
i
i




Plutarch.in vita
Alexand.

Chip S.pusius,

| lefle the partic havemadc
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crnes atter of divinationand conjesture,or
in -naceer of practice. th theleitis to
be yemembred,thac nothing can be effected un-
cague with the

inb

De-

ovill, expreficor fecret, or at tive lealt, a prepara-
 Honthereunce, by a falt: and erroncous opinion

i of the meancs.

i Sed. 7,

Divination is a past of Witcherafe, whereby
maen reveale frangethings, either pat, prefenr,
orto come, by theaffittance of the devill,

1f it be heredemanded, how the deviilbeing
acreatare, thould beabie temnaviteft and bring
to lighe things paft,or to foretell things to come:
Tanliver, firit gencrally,that Saan iu this parti-
cular worke,transformies himfelfe into an Angel
oflight,and takes upon him the exercile of thefe
thingsin an ambitious (though {alf) imitation
of divine revelations and predici:ons, madeand
uted by God in the times of che Prophets and
Apoftles. And thishedoth (as much as in him
licth) tn obfcuse the giory of God and to make
himfelfe grear in the opinion of ignorant and
unbeleeving perfor gaing, th Satan be
acceatnne,yet theebe findry wayes where-
by heis ableodivie,
Firtt, by the Seriprutes of the Old and New
Tefiament, wherein aze fet downe fundry pro-
pheies conceining things to come. Tn the Old
“Teftamenc are recorded many propiiciics con-
ceming the ftate omelsChur:h,ﬁ'mn\ the firlt
age of the world,till the comming of Chuift. In
thenew Teftamentlikewife arerecorded others,
touching the felfe fame thing, from the com-
ming ot Chrittin the larter dayes, tothe end of
the werld. Now the Devill being acquainted
with the Hitoric of the Bible,and having attai-
ned o a greater light of knowledge inthe
prophefics therein contained , thas any man
hzth ; by fiealing divinations out of them, beis
ableto tell of many ftrangethings, that may in
tim: fallout in the world, and anfiverably ay
fhew them erethey come to pafle.

cexample; Aley ic great before he
made wane with Darins King of Perfia,confirl-
ted with the Oracle, that s, with the devi
touching thic event and ifue of kis enter;
The Oracle auf
be . Congaucionr
Orac ¢ ’
and invades Afia, and luving conguered him,
; tranflaced the Empire from Perfia to Greeee,ac
 cording asthe Oracle bad faid, Now it queft
s on bemade, how the devill kuew theevent of
this warre and confequently madeit knowneto
Alexander? The anfiver is, by the helpe of a
proniiaic inthe old Teftament; for this ching
was partiznfarly fer downe before hand by the
Peophes Daniel, Danicl 113, where he (il
That a mightse King flall | fand sep.and fboall yule
with ove.r doisrenioisy and doe acco-ding 1o his
Plosfure, il Cais Was eaflzaander the Gicat,
’S.\mn therefore knowing the i meaaing of

tHy
5
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the Angels words u- </, fiamed ont o f

o s
them atrue and direst as ver, whereas he
to dcfine cemainly of the
1

not able of himfe
0 comein pa

cvent of thine
The fecond meane

i for his par
kanwledgae of all izl ¢
tluences of cthe hazces, e cont i
and other ¢
pezations of plants , roocs, heibs, f
which knowledoe af his, gocth ina
beyond the ski'lof all meu, ye
thar aremott excelient i chis nde, as Philefo-
phers, and Phyficiaus, No marvell
though out of hisexperionee inthef:
like,hie isable aforchand to give « I
arthe iilues and events of ¢h
iim fo mamifeilly apparent in thir caufes,
Athird helpeuid furcherance in this pointis
his prefence in the mo} places: for fome devills
are prefentat allaffemblics and mecting
thereby are acquainted with the confults
and conferences bovh of Prinees and peonle;
wherey knowirg thedsif :

anpe

fand
mindes, when the fame ic m
fpeeches and deiiberations
toretell many things,w v
not doc, And her:ce 1o isappaiang how \
may know what is dorcin ot
whetherr one Nation intends warre s
ther, namely, by Satans fagaciion,
prefencar the eonfultation, aid Sand
tevealed itunco them, Brehow then comes ic
to pafle, that the contileations and adions of|
Gods Churcliand children, ace not difi lofid to
theiv ciemies ? evenby the P ¥
and goodnelfi: of God,:ho though for pecizil
cautesfometimes,fie fitfers Saean fiy ¢!
s to linhe, yerhe hath refiv
e, and tabjectd icukto his owne |
will, o as he keeps b ove erfiich m erings

2w oth
bhismalice s fo grear, thatant a word conld b
[poken, butie hukd be carsied shvond torlie
hure and ditturbance boeh of Charches and
Common-wealths,

¢ s by opist o iate

fes andeon aratiec]
nthem i
s, where God gives himfeave, |
ver ceali perlie illheharh broughe
his cierprife to patl ing therctore firlt
hrought tte the mind arclolution to
i doc fome evill, he g
Witch, and by force of ¢
patic tempted, he fames ¢
to the time fore-told, and £
Witch bis owie inftrumen:
ing, but what bt

|
s
|

Theqfht




Lim by tatere a Spirie, who by the gift of hiz
! cveation,hath aetained the bencfit of fwifinelic,
watonely i difparching hisatfaires, butaliviu
i the cariageof his perlon with great expediti-
"cu for the prefent accompliffunent of his ovine

flly,God dorh often uft Sazanas his inthu-
a3 - R

| ineqr, for the effectingof hisintended workes,

1 and the executing of his judgements upon men

1 P

lan.l in the

2f's manifettech unto him , the
place where, the time when, aud the manner
hew fu ing (hould be done, Now all fuch

sas God will havecifelted by the Devill,
he may fore-tell before they come to patle, be-

A

fie knowes them before hund by revelati-
"o and effignement frow God. Thus by the
| Witch of Endor he fore-told to Sagthetimeof
| his death and of his fonucs, and the raine of his
' kingdome,faying, To morrow fhalt thou and:hy
I fonres be with me, and the Lo-d fhall give the
| hoft of Ifract ito the bands of the Philiffims
which particularcvent, and circumflancesap-
pertaming, hedid eruly define not of himfelfe,
but becaul: God bad diawne away his good
Lipirit from S.f, and had delivered himto be
! «d by thizdevill, whom he aifo appointed
a5 2 meanes zad ufed asan inflrument to worke
! his overthrov, The Scripruwe indeed maketh
| not pariealar smention of the tine of Sauls
| death, it onely recordeth the manner thereof,
and that which tollowed upon his death, the
tanflating of the Kingdome to his neighbour
David aticr him ; and yetbeeaefe God vfed Sa-
tan as an influmenro bring this to patte, bere-
! uponhz was able to forerellthe particular time,
i when thewill of God fhould be wrought upon
1 him. Aad thel: be the ordinarie meanes and
i helps wherehy thedevillmay know and declare
frange things, whether paft,prefent,or tocome.
Ncither may this feeme firange, thae Satan
by fich meanes fhovld accaine unto fuch knove-
ledge, for even men Ly thiir owne obfervations
may give probable conjecures of the Rateand
condution of fundry things to come. Thus we
' reade, that fome by obfrvation have found our
1 probably, and forc-told the periods of families
| and kingdomes, For exemple, that the time and
continuance of Kingdomes is ordinarily deter-
mined at o0, yeares, or not much above; and
that great families have not gone beyond the
fixthand feventh gencration. And as for fpeciall
and private things, the world founnes (asic
weie) in a circle, that ifa man fhould bur ordi-
narily oberye thie courfe of things, cicher in the
weather, or inthe bodies of men, or otherwife,
hemight cably foreteli before hand wharwonld
come after. And by thete 2nd firch hike inftances
of experiences, men have ghefled atthe alresati-
onsand changes of eftatesand thingsin parti-
arilar, Now it men which be but of fhort conti-
nuance, and of a hallow reach in comparifon,
able to dac fuch things, how much more
catily may the deviil, having fo great a meaflre

| of knowlulg <, and being of 10

B

C

D

“ong continuance,having alfo marked the courfe

+of all eftates, be able to fore-tell many things
‘ which areto come o patic? fpecially Lonfide-
 ring what the wife man hath fec downeto this
| purpol, that thus which Luth beene, fhall be
| and that which hatly beene done, fbatl be done
i there is 50 mow thig wider the Swnne,|

i

|

| Ecclefiafies 1.9,
Ifit be haealleaged thardivination isa pre.
rogative of God himfelte,and a part of his glory
{incommunicable to any creatwe,
janfwer; Things to come mult be confidered
two wayes; cither in themfelucs, or in their
caufes and fignes, whicheither goe wich them,
or before them. To fore-tellthings o come, as
they are in themfetves, without refpect uato
their fignes or caufes,is a propertic belonging to
God oncly ; and the Devilldoth iz not by any
dire& and immediate knowledge of things fim-
ply confidered in themfelves, but onely asthey
are prefent in their fignes or canfes. Againe,God
fore-tetleth things te come certainly, without
the helpe of any creature,or other meancs ourof |
| himfelte ; but the predictions of Satan are oncly
probable and conjecturail ; and when he fore.
\ tellesh any thing certainly, it is by fome revela~
| ion from God, asthe death of Sinl ; or by the
Scripture, as Alevanders victory; or by fome
fpeciall charge commitced wiro him, for the
execution of Gods will upen fome paticular
places or perfons, as before hath beesie fhewed. !
Thus much for the caufesof divination. Now
follow the parts and branches thereof. Divina-
tion is of two foits; either inand by meanes,or |
without meanes. Divination by meancs,is like-
wile of twoforts: cicher by fuch asaretle true,
creatures of God ; or thofe which ars mecrely
councerfic and forged. °

Sett. 11

Divination by the tuve creaturesof God, is
diftinguifhed according to the number of the
creatures,into five diftinct kinds,whereof foure
are mentioned in the Scriptures.

§ 1. Thefirft, isby the flying and noife of
birds. Sorcerers among the Heathen, ufed to
obferve fowles in their flight : For examples
whether they did flic on the right hand, or on |
theleft; abovethem, ox below by them ; whe-
ther croffe and overthwart, or direétly againft i
them. In like manner they obferved the noife |
aud found of the fowle. Audboth thefe wayes,
fometimes by the noife, and fometimes by the |
flighe, they divined of things to come, both|
publike and private,of good and bad fucceffe
mansaffaires ; of the {tate ot kingdoms rovwnes,
familics,and particular pesfons. Now this kinde
of divination is condemned by Mafes,Deura?.
10, Lez none be found among you that ss4 =
viner of diwinations: thatis,(asfome interpet it)

amarkerofthe flying of fowles: or a chimzinee
la confuulver with [pirire, or 2 Soorh-[ayers that s
fuch a onc as by obieryieg the flying and noile

i

=
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bad fucceffe.

§ 2. Theiecond kindeof creatures ufed for
divination, ate the merafs of beaffs, of which
ention is inade, Ezekicl ar.21. where Nubu-
| hadnez zar beingromake warre both with the
Jewesand the Ammonites, and doubting in the
way which enterprife to undertake firlt, hee
oftcrs a (acrifize to the Idole-gods, and opening
the bellic of thefacrifice, lookesuponthe liver,
and by the fignes therein found , hee judgeth
what fhould be the iflue of the warre, Which
thing Nabuchadnezzar did according to the
ufuall practice of the Heathen, who when tiey
wereto make warie,or to atiempt any bufincfic
of importance, were wont to ofter facrifice to
their gods, and to prie into the intralls of the
beaft facrificed : forexample,theheart, tomake,
fplene, kidneies, but fpecially the liver : and by
cetaine figues appeaving inthofe parts, the De-
vill was wont to reveale unto them, what
’fhould bethe firccefle of their affaires they had

inhand. It were cafie to exemplifie both thefe
forts of Divination by fundrie particulars out
of Heathen writers,but feeing the Scripture hath
maniteted that thereare fich, and experence
fhewes the fame, 1 will forbeare that labour,
and proceed.

But hese it is demanded, why both thefe
kindes of Divination fhould be condemned in
Scripture, confidering they had great applaule
antong the Heathen? Tanfwer, becaufethe fly-
ing of bixds, and the difpofition of the inward
parts of creatures, are 1o true fignes cither of
good orbad fuccefle. For thac which isa true
ligne of a futurecvent, muft have the vertue and
power whereby itfignificth,from God himfelfe,
either by creation w the beginning, or by his
fpeciall ordinance and appomtment afterward.
Now it cannot be hewed,thatGod inthe crea-
tion infufed any fiich vertue into thenaturesand
motions of thef¢ creatures, whereby they might
fignific fuch things; neicher is thereany appa-
rent teftimonic inthe wholeBooke of the Scrip-
tures, whereby irmay be proved, that fince the
creation, they wereappointed by Ged, to ferve
fuch ufes and ends. And thercfore howfoever
they were eflecmed of the Heathen,yet the word
of God hath juftly cenfired them,as no trucand
proper caufes of Divination, fanctified by God,
but meercly diabolicall.

Trisalleaged, that Zofeph divined by his cup,
as may appeare both by his Stewards fpeech, as
alfo by hisowne, Gerefis 44.5.2nd 15, 2nd yer
thatcup received no power from God cicherthe
one way or the other, tobea caufe or meane of|
Divination.

Theanfwerancientlyand commonly madc s
this, that Jofephs Steward fpake not asthe thing
| was indced, bucasthe common reccived opini-
1on was among the Agyptians, who eftecmed
| Zofeph o be a mau of great skill and wifdome,
iable by fundvie meanes to divineand prophetic,
“ Torthis Iadde a fecond anfwer,that the Sceward

of fowles, takesupen him to forc-teil good o1 | A

B

tpake not as ne en

rds, t conce. N &
Lofeph his matier fiom hiis brechren, tha
by they mighe not dif
ke him o bee an segyptian, Thirdly,
words may not wntitly adinic this interpretati-
on, asifthe Sieward had faid, Know ye not thac
this cep which I ude in the Sackes mouth of|
your youngeft Brother, is that wheichy my
mafler will cafily prove whaz nner of men
youare? this anfwer is alfo ancicr:z, and may
wellbe received.

Teis furcher objedted that our Sa
by his fpeech tnto thePharifees feemeth to ap-
prove of dwining by creatres,as by winds and
by clouds; 5#hen yos fee a clond(frirh he, rifing
out of the Wefty firaighway you [y, o fbowre
commeths aid {0 it o5 ¢ avd wher ‘you [ee the
South wind blow, ye 3y, that 1t u‘i/t'él;cr,xnd i
cormmeth to paffe, Lukc 12,534,535,

Anfiv. Tacie be fome kindes of predictions
thatare and may be I «fully ufed, becaufe chev
are naturall, of which fore are thofe that are
made by Puyficians, Mariners, and hoshand.

g
thete-
e who he was, but

iour Chrift

men, touchiog tie g el
difpofitions of the 3 end theft being
agreeable to tha: order which God hath fi-1n

nature from the beginning; by themn a man
may probably gather the fiace of the v.cathar,
whecher it will be faive or foule ; and of thefe
naturall figaes our Saviour Chyift {ieaketh, not
of diabolicall, which have no warrant, cither
from the common courf of rature creared, or
by any fpeciallappointment from God, Sothar
whatfocver can be id intheir defence, this yet
reanaineth certaine, that the flyirg and noife of|
bueds, amd the face of theintralls of beafts, arc
no true figiies ordained by God, burinvented
by the Devilland his inflriments,and thercfore | |
all divination by them is juftly condemned, as
wicked and devillifh,

Whence it appeaseih, whatjidgement may
be given of thole counmon fig)
on, which aic obferved in the world, fpecially
ofthe moreignorant for. For exampic: A maa
findes a peece otiron, he prefently cenceivetha
predition of fome 6 himflfe
thar day, If ver,thinhe

gining meeill
aman istaking
vinthe way, all

at Divinati:

hisjourucy, ifahare
isnot well, Lis joisey = be protperous,
itprcfageih fome milchicfe towards him. Let
his cages tingle or buune, hee is perfivaded hee
hath enemies abioad, and that fome man cither
then doth, or preteatly will §eakeillof him, If]
thefale falltowards aman atthe Table, ic por-
tendeth (in common couccit) fome ill newes,
Whena Raven {tands upon {ome high place,
looke what way heturries himitlfe and cryes,
thence, as fome thinke, fhali (hoxtly come =
dead corps ; albrirthis ftrciime may beetr.c
byreafoaofthe fharpe fonizo I i

Raven Thede & fundry oi!
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have no vertue in themfelves to forefhew any
thiing that is to come, cither inmatuee, or by
Gods ordinance. Thesefore whatfoever divi-
nation is made by them, muft needsbe fetched
from Satanicall iflufion. And though we cannot
fay they be footh-fayings, or tearme the ufers
and favourers of them Sooth-fiyers,yet we may
fafely refene them to this kinde of divining,
being fuch as no Chriftian may warrantably
ufe, though fome of them be not fo groffeand
palpable, as thole that ase. coydemned in the
Scriprures.

§ 3. Thethird kinde of cveatures ufed to di-
vine by, are the ffarres. Divination by ftarres,is
commonly called Zudsciall Afiralogie; of which

Ghoft doth of purpofe reckonupall thofe kinds
of devillifh aits, whereby men have dealings
and focictie with Satan, either in divining or

prattifing : among which, thisis the fecond.
The word there ufid *may carry a double
fenfe. Foricfignifieth eicher him that obferveth
times,under which acception Affrologie iscom-
prehended, or him that ebferveth the clouds,
And howfoever the belt learned Interpretersdoe
diflent about the notation of it, yerall agreein
this that this profeffion of diviningby the ftarres
e

we mzy reade, Deur.1S.10,11. where the holy|B

m:ucly fupcxhia;l|s. For the truth is, they| A’ the Prophet Efuy, fromthe fourth Chapter of |

 his prophecic, to the 48. The fope whereof is

lto prove, thatitis a prerogative approprated o | |

i the Deirie, and not communicable to the crea-

ture, to fore-fhew the event of things tocome,
| which in our underflanding and reach, may
1 cither be, ornotbe; and which when theyare,

may be thus er otherwayes. It remaives there-
fore, that divinations of this kinde, taking from
God his right, and robbing him of his honour,
are juftly cenfured of impictic, and are jnthen-
felves wicked and abominable.

Ttisalleaged thac ftarresin the heavens arethe
caufcs of many things happening in the world,
andth practifeby them inthi
defervethno fach impuration.

Arfw, Tt cannot be depied that they ae
caufes of fome things; but I demand, what
caufes ? not particular ck’gmitulax events; but
generall and common, that worke alike upon
allthings :and noman candivine of a particular
event, by a generall cauft, unlefic healfo know
the particular caufesfubordinate to the generall,
and the particular difpotitions and operations
of them. For example, let twentie or thirtie
egges of fundry kindes of birds be taken, and
{fecunderone and the fame Henne to be hatched ;
it is not poffible for any man, onelyupon the

>

is there condeened:and thatiristo be
amongthereft cxprefied in the prohibition,may
further appeare by other places of Scripture, as
inIfay 47.13,14. where the Lord threatncth the

that he doth againit Sooth-{ayersand Magici-
ans: Againg, in Daniel 2.2, Inchanters, Aftro-
logians, and Sorcerers ase joyned together, as
being all feut for about the {ame bufinefle, viz.
to cxpound the Kings dreame. Now if the
Lord him{elfe have allotted the fame punith-
ment o the Aftrologer, which he hathto the
Sooth-fayer and Magician, and account them
all onc; ic is manifelt, that divining by the
fRarres, oughe to be held as a luperfRitiouskinde
of divination,

Here, ifit be thought frange,that predictions
by foexcellent creatures as the ftarres be,(hould
carrie both the name and naturc of diabolicall
practices, which can be done by noncbut fuch
asare in league with Satan:

T anfier, The rcafons hereofare thefe:

Firlt, it mu(t be confidered,that the driftand
fcope of this Art, is to fore-tell the particular
events of things contingeut, as the alteration of|
the Rates of Kingdemes, the deaths of Princes,

ood or bad fucceffe of mens particularaffaires,

rom the houre of their birth, tothe day oftheir
death, And from thisall men may judge, what
the art it {clfe is, For the fore-telling of things
to come, which intheir owne nature are contin-
gent,and in regard of us cafuall (1fay notin re-
gard of God, to whom all things arc certainly
knowne) isa propertie peculiar to Ged alone,
aad not within the power of any creature,man,
or Angel. A point that is plainly taught by

fame judgements againft diviners by che ftarres, |C

bare confid of the hear of the Henne,
which is the generall caufc of hatching the
egges , to fet downe certainly what kinde of |
bird cach cgge will bring forth,unlefle he know
what the egges were particularly. Fora gene-
ralland commen caui{, doth not immediately
produce a particular effe&, but onely moveth
and helpeth the particular, immediate, and fib-
ordinare caufes. Thercfore the heatof the Henne
doth normake one egge to fend forth a Heane-
chicken, another eggea Ducke, a thirda Swan,
&c. bueonely hel, eth it forward by fitting and
crouching uponthem. Inlike mannerthe iarses
are generall caufes of natuiall things,as the heat
of the Henneis of the hatching of the egges,and
by them no man can rightly defineof pasticu-
lar events, and therefore Divination by the
fRarres, whereby are foretold particular contin-
gentevents,in kiugdomcs,ﬁmi]ics,or particular
perfons,is bua forged skill,that hath no ground
in nature from the vertue of the Rtarres, for any
fuch purpofe,

Atl:cond reafonmay bethis; allthe rulesand
precepts of Aftrologic, fet downe by the moft
learned among the Chaldeans, Egyptians,and
other Aftrologers, are nothing elfc but mecre
dorages and fictions of the braine of man : for
the rules and conclufions ofall good and lawfull
ares, have their ground in experience, and are
framed by obfervation,whereupon they ate cal-

o

led Axiomes;or pof of Art,fc Ily and

undoubtedly true, that they canner deccive:|
But thef rules are of 2 contrarie nature, having)
no foundation in experience atall ; forif they

had, this muft needs follow, thacthe poﬁticnr
of the heavens, and the courfe of all the ﬂ"‘"“ﬁ'[
mu

s
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Phyfitian that is, erever was; can we thinke| A| juftly numbred aimong Soxcerers.

him able by tafting or finelfing thereof, to di-
ftinguifh the vertues of the heibs, and to fay
which iswhich? To docthis whenallare feve-
ied cach from other, is a haid matter, yet poffi-

ble, confidering they have their feverall natures |

and operations; but inthis confufed mixtureto
difcerne che feveralls, is athing paffing the skill
of man,

The like may be faid of the particular vertue
of everictarre;; for they all have their opera-
tion inthe bodies of men, and other creatures ;
buetheir vereues being allmixed togetherinthe
{ubject whereon they worke, can no more be
knowne diftinétly, than the vertues of a maffe
of herbs of infinite forts beaten together. For
this is an undoubted truth in nature: that the
vewtuies of Celeftiall bodies in their operations,
are mingled with the qualitics of the elementsin
the inferiour bodies,and the vertues of themall
doc fo concurre, that neither the heat or light
of the Rarres, nor the vertue of the elements,
can be fevered one from another. Aud therefore
though there be notable vertue inthe ftarres, yer
in regard of the mixture thereof in their opera-
tion, 1o man isable to fay by obfervation, that
this is the vertue of this ftarre, and this of that,
The feven planets beingmorenotable, than the
other lights of the heaven, {pecially the Sunne
and Moone, have their operations and effeéts
plainly and perfeétly knowne; as fortheother,
there wasnever any manthat could either fecle
their heat, or certainly determine of anything
by them.

Therebeingthen fome farres, whofe vertues
are unknowne, how can their operations and
efte@s be difi.crned in particular ? Thereforeno
rulescan be made by obfervation of the vertues
of the ftarresin their operations, whereupon we
may foretell particular events of things contin-
gent, cither concerning mens perfons, familics,
or kingdomes.

Afourth reafon, All ftarres have their worke
inthe qualitics of heat, light, cold, moilture,
and drinefle : as for the fecrer influences which
men dreame of, comuung fiom them befides
the faid qualities, they are but forged fancies.
The Scripture never mentioneth any fixch, nei-
ther can itbe proved that the Sunne hath any
efficacie upon inferiour bodics, but by light and
heat, which becaufe they are mixe wich other
qualities, they affoord no matter of prediction
touching particular cvents. For what though
the <z]=§iall bodics doe caufle inthe terreftriall,
heat and cold , drought and moifture> Doth
it therefore follow, tha thefe effeéts doe dee
clare before hand the conftitution of mans
bodie? the difpofition of mens mindes ? the
affections of mens hearts? or finally, what fuc-
cefll they (hall havein theiraftaires, touching
wealth, honour, and religion? Hence I con-
clude, that divining by ‘them in this for, is
mecre fuperitition, and a kinde of Sorcerie
for which cauft ia Scripture Aftrologians are

B

C

Now that which hath beene fuid touching
this poine, may {erve for {peciall ufe.

And fixft, it gives a caveat to all Students,
thatthey have care to fpend their time and wits
berter,thanin the ftudie of judiciall Aftrologie;
and rather imploy themfelvesin the fearching
out of fuch things, as may moft ferve forthe
glory of God, and the good of his Church.
It is the fubriltic of Satan to draw mea into
fich meditations, and to make this fludie fo
pleafant, that it can hardly be left, when it is
once begun : but let them take heed betime.
Foraffuredly thefevaine and fuperftitious pra-
¢tices, arenot the builders and furtherers, but
the hinderers and deftroyers of religion, and the
feare of God.

Againe, this muft admonifh them which fuf-
ferany lofies, notto fecke for helpe or remedic
at the hands of Aftrolegers, commenly called
Fignre-cafters : for theirdire®ions inthe reco-
verie of things loft or ftollen, commeth not by
the helpe of any lawfullare,but from the worke
of the devill,revealing the fome unto them. Aud
better it were to fofc a ching finally, and by
faith to expedt till God maEc fupply another
way, thas in this manner to recover itagaine:
yea, the cusfe of God hangeth overthe head of |
bim , that to helpe himiclfe ufcth diabolicall
meanes. For put thecafc a thing loft of greac
value, be againe reftored by thehelpe of Satan;

God in%lis juftice for theufe of thefe unlaw-
({:ltl meanes, may take from the confulter twife
as much; orat the leaft his grace, and fo give
him up to areprobate fenfe,to beleeve the devill
to hisutter perdition.

Thirdly, itfervethto admenifh us of fome o-
thet vanities that accompany Aftrologie; efpe-
cially of two,

The fisht, is the obfervasion of the figne in
mansbodie wherein notonely the ignorant ferr,
but men of knowledge doc farre over-fhoot
chemfelves fupesftitioufly holding thacthe figne
isfpecially tobemarked. An opinion in it felfe
Famﬂic:{l and vaine, not grounded in nature,
butborrowed from Aftrologic, For the Aftro-
logians for better expreffing and eftablifhing
thereof have devifed new fpheresin the heavens,
more thanindeed there be, to wit, the ninth and
thetenth; and in the tenth, commenly called
the firf} moveable, have placed an imaginarie
fphere, which they tearme the Zodiacke, and
inthe Zodiacke twelve fignes, eAries, 7anras,
Ceminiy and the reft, which they imagine to
have power over the twelve parts of mans
bodic; as eAfries, the head and face, Tiawrms
necke and throar, &c. But thefe arc onely
twelve imaginarie fignes : for in the heavens
there is no fuch matter asa Ramme, a Bull, &c.
And how can it ftand with reafon, that in a
firmament feigned by Pocts and Philofophers,
aforged figne, which indeed isnothing, fhould
have any power or operation in the bodies
of men?

Againe,

[X%

Primam moble,




thefe fignes in mans bedic, is fond and wich-
out fhew of reafon. For according to this plat-
1 forme, whenthe Moouc commeth into the firft
| figne, eAries, fhe sulech inehiehead ; and when
fhe commeth into the fecond figne, Tanrms, in
the necke ; and {o defcends downe from partto
pait, in {ome part ruling two , in fome three
dayes, &c. Where obferve, that the Moone is
made then to rule inthe cold and moilk parts,
when fheisin hot and dric fignes: whenasin
reafon, a more confomant order were this; that
when the Moone were in hot and drie fignes, as
aAries, Leo, and Sagittarin, (he (hould rule in
hot and dric parts of the bodie; and when fhe
isin cold and moift fignes, fhe (hould rule in
che cold and moift parts of the bodic; and fo
till governie thofe parts, which in temperature
come neereft to the natusce of the fignes wherein
the Moone is.

Beficles this, fome lcarned Phyfitians have
|upor: experience confefied, that the obfervati-
on of the figue, is nothicg materiall, and chat
there is no danger in i, for gelding of cattell,
or lezting of blood. Indeed it prevailes ofien-
times by an old conccit and firong imaginari-
on, of fome unlettered perfons, who thinke ic
to be of force and efficacic for reftoring and
curing; and yct the vanitic of this conceit, ap-
pearcs in the common practice of men, who
commonlyupon S. Stevensday ufe co let blood,
bethe figne where it will; though it bein the
place where the veinc is opencd. Butthe truth
is, the figne in it owne nature, is neither way a-
vailcable, being but a fancie, grounded upon
fuppofed premiffcs, and thercfore ought to be
rejeted, asa meere vanitic.

The fecond thing belonging to Aftrologic,
which ought to bccl‘chcwug!, isthe choice ind
obfervation of dayes. Curious diviners doc fet
apit certaine dayes, whercof fome are (asthey
fay) luckie, fomcunluckic, And thefetheyap.
pointto beobierved forthe beginning of ordi-
narie workes and bufinefies ; asto take a jour-
ney ; to beginne to lay the foundation of a buil-
ding,toplanta garden, to weanc a childe,to put
on new apparcll, to flit into 2 new houfe, to
terafticke jnto other Countrics, to goe about a
fuit to a Prince, or fome greatman, to huntand
ufe exercifes, to parcthe nailes, to cut the haire,
in a word to attempt any thing in purpoft or
ation, which is not done everieday, The effeét
and force of thefe dayes, is not grounded cither
inartorin nature,but oncly in fiperftitious con-
ceitand diabolicall confidence, upona wicked
cuftome, borrowed from the practice of Divi-
ners ; and the danger of fuch confident conceits
isthis; thatthedevillby themeakesthe vantage
of fanrafticall perfons, and brings them furcher
into league and acquaintance with liimfelfe, un-
ileffe they leave them, Aud all fuch perfons as
\m.\lke difference oFdnyu for this or that pur.
i polz, ave in exprelie words plainly condemned,

Deut. 18.10,11.
I

Againe, the very order of the govermmnent of |
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mation by true
meanes, is the prediction of things to come by
dicames. © ’

Inthe old Teflament we reade thar Sorceiers
( md!‘ul(cprophcts ufed to foretel angeevents,
| by revelations which they had intheirdreaines,
| Such Diviners were among the fewes 3 and for

lh:\(cal'ﬁ:(hcptoylccf()‘od“‘Crccxpreﬂ'(‘lyfnr-
bidden to hearken unto drearsers of dreames,
Dew13.3. And the Lord himfclte by the Pro-
phet Jereme, taxeth the falie Prophets, who
broached talic doctrine in his name by this de~
villith meanes, ying, T have dreamed, I bave
dreamed, Jerem. 23,

Yethereitistobe rcunembxcd,tlmforctclliug
of future things by dreames, is not fimply to be
condemned, but onely in part. For of dreamcs
therebethree {orts, Divine, NatssraB,and Dia-
bolicak. Diwme, arc thofe which come from
God, Naurall, vehich proceed from a mans
ownenatire,andavifefromthe qualivicand con-
fitution of the bodie. Diabolicall, which arc
caufed by the fiiggeftion of thedevill.

ouching Divine dreames: thatthercare, or
atleaft have beene fuch itis evident. Forthef:
be the words of Gad, N mb.x 4. If there be
# Prophet of the Lord cmong you, 0 wotll be
kaowise snto him by a vifior, .u‘ha&vi[/ [pectke mne
to him by a dreamse. And Job faith, that God'
[peaketh in dreames aud vifions of the might,
when fleepe fallech upor men, and they flespe up-
on their beds, Job32.x5. Now thicle divine
dreames were caufed in mien, either immediate-
ly by God himfelfe asthe former places (hew ;
or by meanes of fome good Angell, In this
lateer kinde was /ofeph “often admonithed in
dreames what to doc, by the minifteiic of an
Angel; as Marth. 1.20. and Chap.2.13,19. and
divining by fuch drcames, is ot condemned :
for by gwm the moft worthic Prophets of God
haverevealed Gods will inmany things to his
Church. Thus Zofeph by dieame had notice
given him of his owneadvancement, Genefis 37
7,9-and by Pharaohs dreames which wee fene
from God, hee alfo forctold the ftaze of the
Kingdome of Agypt, touching provifion for
fevenycares dearth, Genefis 41,25, By the fame
meancs the Prophet Daniel prophefied of the
flourifhing and fading of the chicfe Monarchics
of the World, fiom his time to the comnming
of Chiift, Danicl o. &c. Thefe thereforebeing
one of the extraordinarie meanes , whereb
Ged hath manifefied his will unto man in
times paft, more or lefle : divination by them
is not to be cenfured as wlawfull, but rather
to be honoured and cficeimed, as the ordinance
of God,

For the fecond fort which be Natwrall, asi-
fing either from the thoughts of the minde, or
che affections of the heart, orthe conftitution
of thebodie: as they are ordinary in all men, in
fome more,infome leffe: £ they vary according
to the diverfitic of mens thoughts, affections,

ably

and conflitutiors : and by them a man may pro- |
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ofition, partly of his bodie,and |
partly of his minde. .
As firllhe may gheficinliliclihood, whatis
his conflitution asthe learned inailages do con- |
frantly avouch.For when his minde in dreaming |
£uANes upon warres, and contentions, firc, and
fuch like,icargucth huscomplexion is cholerike.
When be dreames of v wl inundatious, it
berekenath danceof phlegme. When his
und doletull chings, |
! horror, it bewrayetha |
wolilic conftitution, When his dreames
Ibe joyflland pleafantasof 'z r(h,r;\ﬂimcs,x\nd
delightiullnewses, his compiesion is judged to
be languiae. .
Againe,by naturall dreames a manmay ghelle
at the couugition of his owne heart: and know
o what finnes hice is meft naturally inclined,
For lovke what men doz ordimarily in the day
time conceive and hinagite in their corrupe
hearts, of thefame, fo: tie mott past, they doe
corptly draameinthe gl Avd dhisis the ra-
ther to beoblrved, becauit though the wicked
man fluc his eyes, and itop Lis eares, and har-
den his Teare, and will not take notice of his
| enormitics by the light of the Law; yeteven
by his owne dicamcs in thewghe, hiswicked
nefie fhalibe in parediflovered, and bis confli-
cuce theeeby convineed, and hie him{lfe lefe in
the end inexcnfable before God, Nowalbeita
man way probably conjeéturcof the premifies
bynataralidreames; yeeno divination of things
to come, whether publike ot private, good or
bad canbe madeby them citherconcerning per-
{ons, familics, or Kingiomes. Thercfore the
cominon obfervations of dreames in che world,
wheieby mes imegine thingsthat areto come
to pafle,and accordingly fuictell themby thote
meanes,are vaine and fupariitious, and juftly fo
cond dinthe places befor, i,Deutars,
ercun, 23
Concerving the third kinde of dreames,
which are caufed by the Devill; It hath beene
! granted 10 all ages for a truch, that Satan can
. frame drcames in the braine of man, and b
"them reveale his divinations. Aud itis phainly
! manifefted by the coutinuall obizrvation of the
Gentiles before the comming of Chrift, For
when Oracles, (thatis, antivars from the De-
vill) were in force, men that ukd to confule
with them, and defied to bee refolved in
| matters of doubt, were to lay them downe
and fleepe betides the Alrar of Apallo, where
they had offured their gitt, and flecping they
received ina dieame the anfwer for which
they came; and chis dreame was framed in the
braine of himthat flepe, bythe Devill,andin it
theanfiver was delivered by him fpeaking ac o
in the Ouacle. So likewile in the Primitive
buech, fince the comming of Chrift, though
O:aeles then ceafzd, which were the greateft
aud ibongelt delutions tlat ever Satan had;
yethe hath by dreames aud vifions wrought in

things concerning! Afthe
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isof many men moft flrange and curi-
ous conceiss for the raifing up of herefies, to the
great ditturbance of the peace of the Church,
For we reade in Ecclefiafticall feries, that the
Maniches had their damnable opinions firft |
infpired into them, and then confirmed by |
dreames. And in this agethe firft authors of the |
{eét of the Anabaptifts, had their curious ¢ l
ceitsof revelation, partly indreames, partly in
vifions, Likewifethe Familic of Love havetheir |
tevelations in dreames, For he that defires to
become one of that feét, muft aftend thereunto |
by degrecs before he cancome to perfection !
bee an elder illuminate or 2 man deified; to
whicheftate when he is once come, he hath for
his confirmatiou ftrongillufions, both waking |

. 2
and fleeping in vifions and dreames. Hiftories
of latter times, and wofull experience fheweth
thisto be true, the Devill prevailing fo ftrongly,
thatmany have (allen away by this meanes,be-
ing corrupted by a dodtrine meerely camnall,
howfoever maintained with great pretenfe of |
tolinefle. Againe,asthe good Angelsmay canfe
divine dreames from God, and therein reveale
unto men his willand pleafureconcerning things
<o come 5 fo no doube the cvill fpirts may
caufe in men diabolicall dreamcs, and thercin
teveale unto them many {trangechings; which
chey by meanes unknowne ro men, may forcice
and know, By all which it isevident, that there
areand may be as well diabolicall drcames as
divine drcames.

Theconclufion then isthis : That asdivining
by the fecond fort is fuperftitious , having no
ground from Gods Woid; fo fore-telling by
this third fort is fiar Witcheraft, dice&tly con-
demned in the places afore-named, where men
are forbidden to prophelic by them, orto re-
gard them,

Yer forafmuch as dreames bee of fundrie
Kindes, as hath beene faid, it thall not be amite
to fer downe {ome mores of difference betwecne
them,whereby they may be knowne and diftin-|
guifhed each fromother. Which poiut indccdt
hath long agonc becue handled i the Priitive
Church,but hardly determined. For theleared ]
ofthatage haveavouched iravery bard matcer,
confidering that the Devill inthefe, as well as
in other things, can transforme himfclfe into an
Angel oflight, Burhow{ocver thecafebe hard,
and theDevill politicke, yet by light of direéti-
onfiom the Word of God there may fome true
differences bee fec downe betweene them s as
namely thefe:

Firft of ail; divine dreames havealwayes had
their preemivence above others, thar generally
they have concerned the weighuclt miatters in
the Waorld 5 as the comming and exhibiting ot
the Ceffias. the charges and alterations of |
Kingdomes, the vevealing of Anrichuit}, aud
the ftate of the Chiiech of God. And this may
plainly appeare by thol™ which 2e[ph espoun-
ded unto Pharaot;, and Dipied nio che Kings

of Babeland Pertia, Burm theother Cur
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| them 3 but God Rirred up Daniel and revealed

oA Difeourfe of Witcherafs

ccuerwile, For ifthere beany ching reprefented | A
wmore than ordinary in thofc that be naturall, it
procecdeth meercly from fancy and imaginati-
on. Aud as for diabolicall they are not of fo
weightic matters, nor fo havd to fore-tell, For
though the Devill have grear power and skill,
yet it is above his reach to determine of fuch
thingsasthefe are, o to fore-tell them without
helpefrom God.

Secondly, divine dreames be alwayes cither
plaine angl ‘P\anifcﬂ, or if they be obfcure, yet
they haveatmot evideat interpretation annexed
unto them. Of the plainer fort,werethedreames
of Tofeph the husband of Marie, Matth.1. Of|
the other fort wexe Pharaohs very darke and
hidden, butGod raifed up Jofeph t6 give them
an cafieinterpretation uponthe inftant,Gene.qr. | B
Nebuchadnetfars dreames were fill of obfcuri- |-
tic, and many matteys ware contained in them,
fo as his fpirit was troubled, and hee forgac

to liim the fecret, foas he remembred it tothe
King, and declared the true meaning thereof,
Danicl 2.1:28.36. Laftly, Dawiels dreames of |
the foure bealls, &c. weie of like difficultic,
bue the Angel Gabriel was prefeatly fent to
make him underftand chem, Danicl 8.16, Now
thofe that arc caufed by the Devill, asthey be
obfcure and intricate, {o the interpretation of |
them is ambiguous and uncertaine, becaufe he
himiclfc cannotinfallibly determine how things
fhall come to pafic, and therewpon is confirai-
ned to give doubtfullanfivers by dreames. And | C
fuch were notoncly the ancient Oracles among
the heathen, where he gave the refolution, but
the moderne Prophecics given by him to fome
of his infiruments inthe latrer time,

Thirdly, thedrcame that comes from God,
is alwayes agreeable to his revealed will, and

To conclude this point, it mult be hicre re-
membred , that howfoever there are and
beene diftint forts of dreames, yerthote w
arc from God, were oncly in ordinary ufzint
old Teftament, and in the Church of the New
areceafed and takenot place ordinarily. Wherc-
as therefore men i their fleepes have dreames,
they muft takethem commonty to b irail,
and withall know tliat they may be diaboli-
call, or mixt partly of the one kinde, and partly
of theather. And howfoescerthere may be fome
ufe of the naturall, as hath beene faid, yet com-
monly they aienot to beregarded, And for the
other which ase from Satan, or mixt, they are
not to be received, beleeved, or made meanes
wheieby to fore-tellthingsto come, left by this
ufe of them, we grow into familiaritie withthe
Devill, and before God be guiltic of the finse
of Witcheraft,

§ 5. Thefifthand laft kindeof divination by
true meancs, is 8y Lots, when men takeupon
themtofearch out fortune (asthey ufe to fpeake)
that is, good or bad fucceficin any bufincfle, by
cafting of Lots, whetheriz beby cafting a Dic,
or opening of a Booke, or any (s
meancs. 1 mention this the rather, becau
mong the ignozant and fuperftizious fore, fiuck
practicesare common and in greaz accomnt : the
Lotisan ordinance of God, appoisted for fjc-
ciallends ard purpoies, but when it isthusap-

lied, it ceafeth co be lawfull, becaufe it is ‘a-
gnfcd to other cnds than God by his word and
ordinance hath allowed.

That we may the better know the abufe of|
a Lot in this kinde, we mult remember there be
thiee forts of Lots ; the Civill the Spowting,and
the Divining Lot.

Thecivill ufc of Lots, is when they be ufed

c

for the ending of controverfies; rhcdividing of]|
lands and heritages : the difpofition of oftices

reprefenteth nothing contrary to the fame, in
wﬁo]c or in part: whereas thofc that proceed
from nature, doe favour of naturc, and be a-
grecable to mavs corruption, which is repug-
nant unto Gods will. And thoft that are fug-
gefted by Satan, are of the fame nature; the
generall fcope whereof is to crofic the will of |
God, and o withdraw the heart from obedi-
ence thereunto.

to further religion and pictic, and to maintaine
true do&rine : but the Devill, an enemie to
God, worketh in his dreames the fubverfion of
true religion, and the worlhip of God, that in
the roome thereof hemay fet up Idolatrie and
fuperftition, For fo much we learne, Deur.13,
\vicrc the falfc Prophet brings his drcame, and
uteers it, yea, and confirmeth it by a wonder;
but marke his end : It was to draw men to
Apoftafic; Let ms (faith he) goe after other
Gods, which thow baft net krowse, and let us
i fervethems, verle 2. Anfwerableto which, was
; the practice of the falle Prophets afterwards,
{ who caufed the peopleto erre by their licsand
i flateeries, Jeren. 23,32,

Fourthly, divine dreames aime at thisend, D

amongft many thatarcequally fit, the trying of
the right in doubtfull things, or lafily, che dif.
covery of a malefactor hid among(t many fi1-
(peted. By thisufeofthe Lot was Sax/chofen
to bee King over Ifracl, 1 Samuel ro. 21, the
skape-goat feparated from thac which wasto
befacrificed, Leviticus 16.8. the land of Canaan
divided among the children of Iffacl, Jofuah
14.2.&c. the ucpalle of eAchan found our,
Jofuah 7.15. and AHarthias chiofen to be ene
of thetwelve, Alts 1.26. and of this Lot Sulo-
monfaith, Proverbs18.18. The Lotcanfeth con-
tentions o ceafe, and maketh partitions among
the mightie. Hercupon the civill ufc of Lots
hath his warrantin Gods Word, fo it be law-
fully ulcd in <afe of neceffitie, with invacati-
on of the mame of God, and with expectati-
onof theevent from God, by whofe hand and
iminediate providence it is difpofcd. For she
Lot (faith Salomoiz) is caft intothe lap, but the
whole difpofition theieof i ffoms the Lord, Prov.
16.23.

The Sporting Lot isthat which is common-

ly ufed for fome vaine and wanceeflaric cud ; as
[
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. { to £ up bancke-rupts, or firch like, This hath

{10 warrant in the Word of God whereupon
| nien fhould wfe i, and therefore is 1o beter
than an abufe of Gods ordinance, to fpeakeno
woreof it,

Now the divining Lot pesforined by the o-
pening of a booke, or the cafling of a Die, ot
fuch like, thereby to declare goad or bad fue-
cefle,cannot be done without contederacie with
Satan eitherexpiicite,or.implicite.For the plaine
caft of 4 Dic, orthe openisg of a Booke wich-
out beleeving, can doc nothing for the difcove-
ring of future contingents. And whatisthere in
the nature of thefe aétions to produce fiich
effects? or where,or when did God givethis ver-
e tothem ceraainly to derermine of chings hid-
den from man, and knownc onely to himfelfe?
Divination theretore by them is to be bolden as
a practice, notonely favouring of fuperfiition,
but proceeding fiom the Arc of Witcheraft
and Sorceric.

Andthus much of Divination by meancs of |
the creatures 5 and the feverali kindes thereof,

Sect, I11

Thefecond Fiade of Divination, is fy caun-
rerfeir and forgd mezres, which arenone of the
cieatures of God : wheieof one Kinde onely is
mentioned in Scripture,viz. when Satan is con-
fulted with in the (hapeof a dead man. Thisis
commonly called Necromancie, or the blacke
Art, becaufe the Devill being fought unto by
Witches, appeares tntothem in the likencdle of
a dead body. Aad it is cxpreflely forbidden,
Deura8.a1. yea, condemied by the Prophet,
Efuy 8.19,2¢. who faith in plajnctearmes, that
Gods people ought noto goc from the living
20 the dead, but to the Lisv ind 10 the teffr
monie. A memorable example hereot is recor-
ded in 1.Samucl 28, the obfervation whereof
will difcover unto us the chicfe points of Ne-
cromancie. There Sax/ about to encounterthe
Philiftims, being forfaken of God, who refu-
fed o avfiver him, cither by dreames, or by
Ui, oc by the Prophers, inquired for oncthar
had a familiav fpirit: and kearing of the Pytho-
neffear Endor,waut unto het by sighe, and cau-
fed her toraife up Sumswel, totell him the iffue
of the warre. Now the Witch at his requeft
raifed up the Devill, with whom fhe was con-
federate, in Samuels likenefle; who gave him

+ anfiver concerning his owne overthrow, and
i the deact: of his fonncs, Which example decla-
reth phainly, thatthere is a kindeof divinati-
on, whereby Witches and Sorcerers reveale
frange things, by meaves of the Devill appea-
ting unto them in the fhapes or fhadowes of |
the dead.

Touching the truth of this example, two
fHions may be moved, g
¢ frit is,wherlies that which appeared was
twie Sams:l or not? Some fay it was Samuel
indeed : cthers (who hold thar there are no
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Witclies) denie thatit was cither Semmel, ot the
devill; and affinmeicto be {fome other counter-
feit comining in Sammels attirc to deccive San/»
both which epinions arc falfe, and here 1o be
confuted.

And firf}, that their opinion which fay that
true Samuel appeared unto Sanl, is a flat un-
truth, I prove by thefc reafons.

1. Before this time, God had withdrawne
bis Spirit from Saw/, as himfelfe confeffeth, and
denied to anfwer him any mork by ordinarie
meanes,in fuch fort as before he had d6fe. Here-
upon I gather, that it was not probable, that
God would now vouchfafe him the favousto
fuffer Samuzl to come unto him extraordinari-
ly, and tell him what fhould be the end of his
warre wich the Philittims : and to this purpofe it
is affirmed cwife in that Chapter, that God had
taken his good Spirit from Saud,

I1. Thefoules of the faichfull departed, are
in the hands of God, and dce reft in glory with
himfelfe, and their bodics arc in the casth, and
there reft in peace, So faiththe voyce from hea-
ven, Revel.14.13. Bleffed are the dead thar die
| inthe Lord: for they reft from sheir labonrs; and
| theirworkes, that is,the reward of'their workes,
follow shem immediately, ot at the heeles,as the
word fignifieth, Now fuppofe the Devill had
power over Sammels body , yet to make true
Samuel e muft have his foulcalfo. Bue it is not

foules that arein heaven untotheirbodics,and fo
to caufe them to appearc untomen upon carth,
and to {peake unto them. The Devills kingdome
'is in hell, and ia the keasts of wicked men on
carth; yea, whiles the children of God are in
this World, he viurpech fome authoritic over
them, by meanes nftrg:ir owne corription : But
heaven is the kingdome of God and his Saints,
where Sacan hath nothing to doe, confidering
that thereis no flefh orcorruption, to make him
entrance or yeeld him entertainment. Neither
can it beproved by Scripture,thatthe Devillcan
difturbe citherthe bodics or foules of them that
dic inthe Lord : and therefore the Witch with
all her power and skill,could notbring Sammels
rotten body (for fo no doubt it was now) and
foule togesher.

111 Thisthape which appeared, fuffered
San toadoreand werfhip it, whereas thetrue
Samuel would never have received adoration
from Saw/ theKing, though ic had beencin ci-
villmanner onely. Whom then did Saw/ adore ?
Axrf. The Devill himfelfe,who being an encmic
tothe glory of God,was content to take tohimn-
felfethat honour,which a king in dutie isto per-
formeto God himfelfe.

1V. If ithad bernzrroe Samse/, he would
certainfy have reproved €of e fLekiy F helpe
at Witches.contraryte - as Co. ymandament,
and that doctrine whica hee had ravghe hin
in his lifs ~une. Bucthss counterfeit
reproved him nox, «nid rherefore it is not like

to be the true Prophet of Ged, bur Satan him-
i

inthe power of the Devill, to biig againethe 8
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[ it is allcaged to the contrari

| sed aficr bis e -pc poor! aetied ef r‘udu ok

S. m/ < Ielhmcnc e vertiro. Afrer bes fiecpe
A,

!

Wi .wol hc\r] hen Plulu oplms
orothe 1 e yu it is not Scri ipture, nesther
did the Chirch ever hol.land reccive itas Ca-
nonicall; yea,the anthor himfelfeinfinuateth !o
much inthe l"'w g thereof, tor in the pro~
¥ e hee (h{ahluh hinfelfe o interprer havd |
craves pardon for l'us
knefle, \\h'uh istiot the mannzr of the men B
ol God that were pemen of vithey |
{were (,, vided uy Gods Spisit in thein procees
l i g could be hard unio them. !
hispr m'cvvc v:o ordingry man h.ll.x.\ll'n.mus
ef: and theicfore this author v son his
ate m:m fubjedt to evror, and
i , being contrary to
te Canonicall Saii

5 Wa

,c’!ui that the Saipture
m C.r,w: , that appearcd wiro S.yl.
prmcr)ld\ s

ot asthey arein hem! 5, bueas rh»y feeme
tous. Soit is alfirmed, Genefis .16, that God
madetwo great lights, lic Sune & the Moone 5
whercas the Mooric s leffer than many Starics,
yee becanfe in regard of her nearencile to the
carth, fhe feemeth to s greater than the refl,
thecefore {hee s called a grear tight. In lxI\c
manuer Idolsin the Seriprure ate called Gods,
notthat they are {oindecd, (foran Idolis no-
thing, 1 Cor.8.. .;)bur hcmu(c(nmc mendoc fo,
conceive of them in their mindes, lna\\o-d, ;
the Scripture ofientimes doth abaft i felfe :0‘
our conceit, [peaking of things notaccording as!
they are, bit after the manier of men; and h)v
inthis pla(c calleth counterfeie Sammed, by the!
name of the true Sanmel, becaufe it {eamed o
unto Sasl.

Thethied objeftion ; Thatbody which 1p.1

i tclied of chings that came to patle )

v».l\" (lulh of sz/, and o{ his. D

‘i e//;lﬁv. lhuc is uummg there Lml or donc,
I\\'hilil'l e Devill mightnotdoc, Forwhen the!
| Lord ufeth chedevillas bis inftrument to bring |
| fome thing‘: te palle, he doth betbre haud ve-
veale the e unwo bim  and looke vehat par-
Licutars the Devill learneth from God, thote he |
|c1nlou~n . Nowilic enthis,
| pointed by God o worke Sunds overthrow,and
,n:‘\ann.q.L Kaowne o im when rl.cvlan
ot bee o s by which meaies, and by |
{none r:.\ Devill was u\o.c(l to foreteil |

K
:

jobierve
an xcv('\ktm ‘ato |

.Lp\.lh)'l'lukl A comece

iy, o wit, if bcvnp sinted Gous
immiediat inikeament for dic exeention o than,
orkiowes them by light,of former prophecics
in Seripuire,

Fourthly, dead men doc olien
walkie after they ave buricd. A
thc opiaion of

appeare
(e is indeed

(,!m.\h of l\mm,a-‘.\l ol -

n(‘\m\u 3 Dc'm men du mh ¢V nlk( not
appere in bedy or oule after «h’\tlx. o
that die, are cither righteous ov

foules of the nphtwuwnc ln ic \ dnhﬂ&m
and the foules o .

Ledto T
vemaine till che Lot judgemen::
of the juft it is md lh'LmC\"uf‘ u/r: A
they die, becanfe thicy vef? from
/\nm. 1402 B hiow doc the y 1t it atier
rluv bee dead they wander up and uox\nc in
Lthe c.mh H

i, thar Mofes and Llias appearcd
cn Chiill vos transtigured in the Mount ;
and that Lazaras vole 'ﬂ‘mc and at Chrilis
refuirrectiou many dead bodics 108 agaitie aid

!

«.I P\.II H
Fanfiscr 3 theve were tvo times w!
£ .I\ml thedead o be raited uy iney cicher
phanting ot his Churchyo

and cliabliftn gofit, when it was r2 1-‘utm||u
whaion, s acthe reftoring of religion in
Eliasand Efifhas inzes, the fonne of the Shuna-
mitith woman, 2 Kings 4.34.-and the widowes
fonne at-Sarephita, x!\m g8 1721, werd naifed,
Againe, when God wa ouhd reflore his Church,
which veas faifen to Idolatric zbout the death
of £ x,ua, hee caunfed the like mivacle to bee
wronght in the reviving of a dead man by the
touchine of Elihas dead carcale in the £rave,
thereby toaflurcthe people of thei deliverance,
and €6 cauf: them to embrace she dodhsine of,

the Prophee after his death, which in his life
ehey had contenned . Inlike manner acch i
Wlilhing ofthe Goljelin the new Teftawent, it
ples afid Clrift to vai up Mofes and Elias, nd

o makethem knowne to hh Dile yplcs by ex-
raordinary revelation, il kit heleeve
thar the doctiine wh ched was not

new, but thefanic in fubflance with thac which
was recorded inthic 1 d thie Prophers,both
whichiaere repiefnted by A0fisand Elias. So
alto hie wrought the mivacle upon Laz.orus, the

| Two times wee have ne

widowes [0 wulr‘: 328 dlu'nlm ; (hcxcby
to fhes iivc(u ihead,thie routh of
owie of his klm,ll\ ne: Lali-
! urredu-
lnc(.\ulca {uime to ytic and anpeareto others,
when he himfelfe role o But vt of thefe
Der warrant not ex-
iedead to be raifed
up. Whrefore thott inftances will not any
contiome Samzzels appearing,which indeed

-, but counterivic and forged by the

Devill him
Now torthe hwml apinton, of thoft which
denie that there beany Witchs, sad dhiereunen
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Witch,fiiborning fomeman or womanto cou- |
werfelt the forme, attire, and voyce of Smsucel, |
thereby to delude Saad, thac alfo is uotrue, For
he thar fpake toreatold the ruine of S, of his |
fonnes,and of hisarmy,yea the time alfo where- {
inthis wasto come to patle: whereasin likeli-1
hood noman or woman in all Ifiac could have |
fore-told fich things before hand of themfelves.
Tt was net then any cofenage, as is affirmed,bur
athing citected by rhe dovill, framingto him- |
feife 2 body in che likeuctle of Samsel, wherein |
he fpake. |

Ifthercfore it be manifet that by counterfeic
apparitions of *he dead, Wicches and Sorcerers |
can forc=tell things to come : hence ﬁmdricj
points of Wircheraft nay be obfesved. 1

Firtt, that there is a league betweene the -
Witch and the Devill, For this was the cavfe
whichmoved Sanf to {eeke to Witches becaufe |
neither hee himfelfe, nor any of his fervanes
| could raife up Satan in Samuels likencile, asthe
Witch of Endor did. But Sam/ being 2 King,
might have commanded helpe flom ail the wite |
aud learned men in fiacl, tor the etfeeting of |
fizch amacter: vehy then wouid he rather | '
to a filly woman, than to them > The realon
was, becaufe fhie had made a compadt with the
devill, for the uiing of his helpe at her demand,
by vertue whereot bhe was as ready roantiver,
as fherocall him ; whereas Saw/and the learned
gcwrs, having made no fuch league, eicher he

y his power sior they by theirskill,could have
perfurmed firch a worke.

Secondly, thedevill will be readic at the call
and command of Witches and Sorcerers, when
they areincending any mifthiefe. For here che
Witchof Exdorno fooner (pake, but heappea-
red, and cherefore the Text gives her @ name
that fignifieth one having rulc and command
aver Pytho,that is, the familiar ipirit: yet when
heiscommanded,he yeelds not upon confiraing,
but voluntatily, becaufe hee buiids upon his
owne greateradvantage, the gaining of the foule
of the Witch. Where by the w ay, letit be eb-
ferved, whaa pretious thing the foule of man
is; the purchafing whercof can makethie proud
[pirit of Satan fo farre to abaft it flf2, a5 to b ar
the command of 2 Gilly woman. Againe, what
an inveterate malice Satan beareth to iman,
which for the gaining of 2 foule, will doc thar
which is {o contyary o hisnature, It nay teach
', man what to etteemce of tus foule,and not to fell 1
Jitfor f bafea pri-e., f
Thirdly, by this, the grear power of the |
Devill in the beliaite of the Sorcerer, is made |
mianifet, For hee was prefently at hand zo |
counterfiic Samsel, and did it {5 lively and
cuniingly, as weil informe of bedie, as in ar-
tiveand voyee, that Sl thonghe venly it was |
the Prophet : w 3
not cafil
o Forthor
wident, y:
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ill, thae he can quite deceive us, as hedid
Sanl inthis place.

Sett. 1V.

Hitherto Thave fhewed the firft Kinde of di-
vination by meanes,borh true and forged. Now
followerh the fecond;pragtifed withiout meaves,

Divination without incanes,isthe fmcrc]ling
and revealing of things to come, by the alone
and immediataffitance of a familiar fpirit. This
kinde is mentioned and expreflely forbidden,
Levit. 19,51, Ye fhall not regard them thas
werke with fpiries. Againe, Levir. 20,6, If any
e after fuch ac werke with fprrits, togoea
whoring after them, Twill fet my face againlt
that peifon, and will cut him off fiom among
his people.So Deut.18.11.Let none be found a-
mong you that confulteth with [pirits. It which
placestheholyGhoft ufeth the word Ob,which
more properly fignifieth a fpirit, or devill, in
which fenfe it is taken in Leviticus 20.27.and in !
1 Sam.28.8. And by reafon of the league which |
is betweene the Witch and the devill the fame |
is alfo given to the Witch, that worketh by the
devill  and theicfore the Pychonceic at Emior,]
is both called 04, 1 Samn. 28.9. and fhe that;
ruleth Ob. verf.7.8. 1

Now this kinde of divination is practifed |
two wayes : cither inwardly, whenthe {piricis
within the Wiech : oroutwardly, when being|
forth of the Witch,, liee doth orely infpire,
him or her. i

Anexample of the former way, the Scripture
affoordeth, AQ16.16. of awoman at Philippi,
that hada (‘pirimfl’;rl;o 5 whichgather malicr
much vantage with diviniug, And this fpiie |
whereby fhe divined was wichin her. For Pass’
being molefted, faid o the fpiric, Icommand |
theein thename of Jefus Chrift, thar thos come ;
ont of hersand he came out of herthe fime hower.!
verf.18, And becaufe the devill is not wone in
chis kinde to fpeake out of the throat and breti,
or bellie of the Witch pofleficd, hereupon lear-
ned men have thoughr that this name {08) is’
given to the devill, becaufe he fpeaketh out et
thel¥itchas outof abottleor hollow veilel]
for [0 the word O, sropetly fignificth,

Secondly, this inay be pradiited when the
devillis forth of the Wiich, and thenhe cither |
infpiretk: her,or elfe cafterh her into atiance and |
there’ xevealeth wato her fuch things as ﬂmc{
waiu know. {
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Or'this kinde, theneh wehave noexamplein |
Scriptere, yerehe Hifionies of the Heathen doe i
atfoord unto us many inftances of experience |
therein, Oue of theprincipall ische Hiftorie of
theten Sibylles of Greece, who were moft fa- !
mous Witches, and did proph-iic of many
things ts come, wherrof fome weie true con-
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to his in ¢
then how fhall 2 man diferne ey
i the tive g ?
<5 reveiledh o

ape @ toras ke
phets to fpeakuiizo
up of his Churcliio bt
nitters,and furnifhed his infiumenrs v
pheticallinfpirationsfrom
bui

uilding up of his owne Kingiome rem
uiponhee hath notably councericl d the e
giit of prophecic received fizth e
wifelfe. And yer, though in ma
they be like, theie s great
them.

Gods
L
ted with the bodiz, or ciie when it is feverad
foratime. So much Pes!infinuateth, whenhe
faich o7 himfclfe, 2 Corint
raptup(asic were ina heaventy trance
third heaven, butwhether in thebody, orouz
of the body, hee knew not. Butin all diaboli
call extafics , though the body and fenfes of
the Witch bee (as it were) bound or benum-
med forthe time ; yertheir foules {till remaine
united to their bodics, and net_fcvcrcd from
them. Forchough the devillby Gods permiffi-
51 may kill the body, and {o take \‘hc‘(oulc ouz
of it for cver 5 yer totakie it fromthe bodie for
atime, and to reunite th ne, is miracu-
lous, and thercfore bey @ cempafie of his
ower. o
Secondly, indivine trauncee the fervants of
Godhaveall theirfenfes,yea,and ailchepowers
of foule and bady remaining found sid per-
foet,onely fora imethe 3étions 20d operacions
arc fuipended and ceafe to doc theinduty : bur
inextafics thaz bee from Satan, hizinftinmeuts
arc caftinto frenzics and madnelle 1> as reafon
inthem is darkered, ussiciftan
memory weak , the brained
yea, =l the faculties are (0 blemifi
iny of themnever recover their for
gaine, and they thatfapebeRt, doecany
blemihies , as the Devils skars, ever to their
grave. So kinde s
willleave histekens behind
comes in this fort, The Servants of God-res
ceive ne fuch blemifh, bue rather a furcher
good, and a greater meafureof ilturmination of
ell the powers of thefoule,
Thurdly, divine cxeatiss tend ahway
confirming of the truth of the Gofell, and
turtherance of true scligion aud piery. Suci
i rezd to affure
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was Pecere, Adtro. 11 which

imof hiscalling to preach the Golfpellto the

K tiles, and to informe his judgzmentin this
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fore the ferpent bee charmed, then hee hath no
benefit by his charme. For Salomon in that
i placegiveth uszo underftand, whar powerin-
| ehantershave, and what they may doe by their
;charmt‘s, ifthey come in time, namely, Ray the
poifonofthe ferpent, foas he cannot husteither
\ by biring or Ringing. When Balac intended e~
{ vil agamtt/fraz/.he hired Balaamto curlechem,
{ Num. 22. 6. Now this Baluam wasan inchan-
ting Wirch ; fer theugh hebe called a Prophet,
was ontly i the reputation of the
rhis praciice was reinchit by charms
and te thas put pofe hee was hired to
speople, thatd g mifchiefe
;nponthemby charming hing when he
! had oftenand o y wayesaflayed todoe, and
i could no way prevaile, butthatit pleafed God
conrary to his cudevours, to bicife /fruel,then
!hee bicakesout into thefe words: There dne
VSorcery agunft lucob, vor footh-[aying agsinft
| Ifrael, Numb.13.27. As it he fhould have faid,
1 Tknow well that forcery ispowerfull inmany
!zhings, snd of force to bring such mifchiete
\npon inca, yerit can eake no place againftche
peopleot God, becaate he hath blefied them;
and whomheeblefleth, them no man can hurt
by cufing. Inchanrers therefore may upen
Gods permiflion works frange things, asap-
peares by thele places, to name no more.

The {econd point to bee obferved, is the
meanes whereby thefe wonders arepradtifed 5
thele are counterfeicand fuppofed meancs, net
ordained and fan&ified by Ged, which are
commonly called Charmes.

A Charme isa Spell or verfe, confifting of
(trange words,ufed asa figuc or watchword to
the devill to caufe him to worke wonders.

Firlt, 1Ry itis a Spell coniiffing of Aramge
words, becaule in thefe inchantments, certaine
wordsor verfesare (ecretly uttered ; whichin
regard of the common formes of words are
ftrange, and wherein there is thoughtre beea
miraculousefficacy to bring fome extraordina-
ry and unexpeted thing to pafle. A point of it
felte evident and nceding no further proofe,
confidering itis notunknowne to the moreig-
norant fore, who are better acquainted with
thefe, than with theword of God. Andthefe
werds arc not all of one and the fame kind ; but
fome are rude and baibarous, neither knowne
norconceived or underflood 3 of which thean.
cienter fort of Charmes were wontto bemade
cfpecially, and fome lazcr. Some agaime are
plaine and knowne tearnies, which may beun-
derftood ; asthe mames of the Trinity, fome
| wordsand fentences of Scripture, asin princie

pio erat verbum, & c. Againe,charmes that con-
fiftof words, are notallof ene fort, butfome
beimprecations, withing fome evill : othersin
fhew have the forme of praifes and bleffings,
svhereby the Witch eicher Hateeringly com-
wendeth, or favourably witheth fome good :
others againe are miade in fosme of prayer
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1fthe inchanter bee bitten, be- |4} and pecicion : and they all are fomecimes |

plainly conceived , fometimes in ruder and |
wore unkeowne words ; as chele well know, @
who haue heard them, or read thems where
theyareto be found.

Secondly, T adde, thatche charme is ufed for
« figne andwsich-yord 3o the ‘Devil, rosanfe
him te worke wonders, wherein Randeth the
nature and proper end of a charme. The nature,
inthat it isa diabolicall figne ; the cnd, to caufe
the Devill to worke a wonder : wherebyitis
diftinguifhed frem 211 other fpeeches of men.
Forallthey commonly carry the nature of the
thing,whereof and whereabout they bemade;
But the Charme doth not alwayes fallow the
nature of the words , but hath another
Rature inregard of the immediate relation it
hathtethe f:vill,w whom itisa figne. Againe,
the Charme proncunced doth notthe wender,
butthe deviladmonifhed by it as by the watch-
word to dee the fear.

Now becaufe fome are of opinion, inregard
of the ordinarie prodution of ftrange cfteds
by thefe meanes, thatthe Spell hach in it felfe
fome vertueand power to fuch and fuch purpo-
{fes whereunto itisufed ; Twill Rand alitelein
the proofe of the contrary. Thata Charmeis
onely a Diabolieall watch-word, and hath in
it lfe wo fuch effe@uall power or poflibi-
litie to werke a wonder. My reafons are
thefe.

Firft,this muft be taken fora maine ground;
That as there is nothing in the world, that hath
beingbutfrom God, fo nothing hath in it any
efficacie, but by his ordinance. Now what{oe-
verefficacy isin any creature from God, itre-
ceived the fime iato it felfc, cither by creation,
or fince thecreation by fome newand fpeciall
inftitution, appoiatment, and gift of Ged. For
example. Thebread inthe Sacrament, by a na-
turall power givenunto itin the creation, fer-
vethto nourith the bady, andthe fame bread,
by Gods fpeciail appointment i his Word,
feeds the foule, in tha by his ordinance it is
made to us 2 figne and feals of the body of
Chrift broken forus: Andfoitisineverycrea.
ture ;i the effedt bee ordinary and naturall, ic
hath it by creation :ifextraordinary and fuper-
naurall, it hath thatby divine ordination : So
that whatfoever comes to pafle by any ether
wcanes , is by Satanieall operations Now
Charmes aad Spels, ffandingof fer wordsand
fillables htveme pewerin them to work wene«
ders cicher by thegifcof sature inthe creation,
or by Gods appointment fince the creation:
and therefare they have inthemno power at
ail ferany fuch purpofe. This latter partof the
teafon, beingthe affumptionor application of
the ground tothe prefent inflanceconfiftech of
two parts, which I will prove in order. Firft,
then [ affirine, Thas by the gifi of Nassre, no
words of Charmes have power in them to)].
worke wonders 3 aud 1 proveitin this man-
ner.

n
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“in eheie owne natuce but tounds framed by the |
rongu, uhhcmmrh lemmnmh fiomthe

cnts, 1ml th voices of many
§ ies, are fagre more ftrong and powertullthan
faman:yer who knoweth not, that
none of ali tivefe isavaileable m!udlp\mn.u.
Indeed theyirave power oaffect theminde,
by their facetnciicorotherwife, b.m.hcywu
vot able 1o bring co pafiea reall worke, cither
by the inili hnv' of hurts and harmes, ot by
the procuri: nod. Tconclude therefore,
thatthe voyce ofman by nature hath no power
any ders.

ne, every tmrg which burteth or
fier, muft neceflarily touch the
g which it borteth oraffe@eth. Toritisa

thir

g\'.«nmh tare thitevery agent werketh
upoun.r patient by touchi g : burwordsutte-
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sbienz,and therefore chough it (hould be

ted, t]\u(hcy halthe nnwcmtmuchnwn fb-
lhmc {which they ¢ thave) yerot “them-
felves they ase nat availeable ¢o bring upon
chings abfeatcither A_mod orevill.

111 Moreover, if words conceived
Charmesand $Spels haveany fuch poweras is
Jpretended, why (hould notevery word that
any man fpeaketh have che fame power, imaf-
much asall words are of the fame nature , being
only founds framed inthe brealt,and u:tcr'd or
the songue in letcers and fyllables  But experi-
ence teacheth, thatthe fame word {poken by
another, hath not (h: fame versue ; For the
Charme uttered by the Charmer hnmfclfr:, will
take effed, burbeing fpokenin the fame man-
ner by:\nolhu man, “thatisno Inchan cer, fna-
kechto no purpofe, fornothingis eedted by
it

1V.. That whiclt is in natrenothing but a
bare fignification, cancot ferve to worke a
wonder, and thi x,:hc.wurcn “all words 5 for
asthey be framed ofmans breach, they are na-
curall,but yerinvegard ot forme and articulat
on lbc)‘ are arcificradl and fignificant, and the
ufe ofthem in every langnagsis. to fignifie chac |’
which the athor thereofinceuded ; torthe firfl
figmficatiors of words, dcp"ndcd upon rhc
will ar. A pleatiiie of man thae framed andir
vented them. Being therctore invenied oney
to fhew or lwmm. fome thing , it emaines
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y’ora:mny chem, eicher in perfon or frate.
| Secoudly, they alleage thar Wicches by
!imalicrous and wry lookes, in anger and dil-
pleafure, may and dqz hure thofcupon whom
theylooke, whether tiiey be men or othererea-
;tures. And itis an old received opinion, thatin
| malicious and ill difpofzd perfous, there pro-
ceed outof theeye with the beames, noyfome
" and malignane fprrits, which infet the aire,and
| doc poiton or kill, natonely them wich whom
they are daily converfant,but others alfo whofe
| company they frequent, of whatage, ftrength,
“and complexion (ever they be. e/, Butthe
Jopinionisas tond, asitiseld : for itis asmuch
! sgain(t nature that fuch verzue (hould preceed
! cutofthe cye, orfuch fpirits breake outofthe
uerves to the pardie hated, asitis forche blood
“ of the bodie, of it fiie, to gulh out of the
vemes.
| Yetforche ratifying of this opinion, they al-
Ieage that which is wrieté inGen. 30.37.where
| facab laid (peckledt roddes beforethe fheepe in
theiv watery troughes, afd thas by Godsap-
" poinunent, forthisend, thatthey might bring
foreh partic-goloured tambs. Lanfiver,chat was
| rota worke of fighe,buta fpeciall and extraor-
‘ dinary worke of Gods providence upon facob
1in hisneceffitic, as wee may plainly fee in the
- Chaprernest following, vericg.and 11, yea, it
was taughe Zeccd by God himfelfe; andif it
had beenc an ordinary worke , doubtleffe che
zines thereof being fo good , Zasob would
have done itaguineafrerward ; butweenever
readethathie did ic againe. And be it granted it
were @ naturall worke, yec it canuot prove
witching by fight, becaufe the theepereceived

{mmucu eyesihie ffecies and refemblance of |

the rods, which is according to nature; where-
as in ffcination ot bewirct g by fight, malig-
nant fpirics (hould not bec received in, buc
tent forth of the eye, which is againtt nature.
Yea, but the Bafiliske or Cockatrice doth
kill man aud bealt with his breath and
fight, yea, the wolfe rakes away the voyce of
fuch as hee fuddenty meets withall and be.
1 holds, and why maynot wicked men or wo-
{ mendacthelike > Aufiv. Tndeed itis a ching re-
{\Eciv:d by common crrour, and held of fome

J‘rur atuth; burno cxperienceofany man hath

yetbeene broughe for the proofe thereof, and
thereforeitisto bee reputed asfabulous. Thus
‘muchin probability may bee thoughe (if the
allegation fhould be true)thar the Bafiliske be-
ing poffefled of a thicke poifon, may by his
breath fend foreh fome grofle venomous va-
pours, and thercby infect the ayre, and poifon
thechingthatis neere unto him. Againe, thar
/ the faddame and unexpected beholding of the
venomets Cockatrice, or the ravenous wolfe,
“being creatuires in thei kinde fearefull, efpeci-
fallytochofedhntare not acquainted withthé)
£ attonithment,8 confequent-
1y peritl ofdeach. Bueehat this fhould be done
‘bythecyesofthefe creaturesonly inmanner a-
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orefaid,it is not credible;and theretore authors :
haveupon good ground denied itasbeing con-
firmed neither by reafon, nor experience. |

Thirdly, they reafon thus ; Inchanters by
whifpering of words inCharmes can fay the |
fimnging and poifoning of ferpents ; forfo Da- f
vid in effect fpeaketh 5 that the voice of the )
Charmer charmeth the ferpent, Plalm. §8.5.1t
may feeme therefore thar there is nofinall force |
in words for the effeting of ftrange workes. |
Anf. Temube granted that the Charmer may l
inchantthe ferpent 5 buthow > Not by vertue
of the words in the Charme, but by power ofl
the Devill, who then is flirred vp, when the |
charme isrepeated, todoc the thing intended.
Thetruth of thisanfwerappeares by the words
of the text, as they are read in the originall,
that the Inchamter joyneth focieries very cune
ningly, namely, with the devill. Now thefc {o-
cieties betweene Satan and the Charmer, are
the very ground of the workeupon the ferpent:
which worke , upon confederacy formerly
made, is doneby the Devill, and the words of |
the Charme areno more but the Inchanters I-
temor watchword, to ocesfion him thereunto.
Aund ler any other man repeatthe fame words
a thoufand times, that cicher is noz thus confe~
derate with Satan, orhath nora fuperfRitious
opinion of charmes, andallhis labour will be
in vaine.

Fourthly, the word of God isofgreat force
in the hearts of men to convers and change
them, g5 it is utcered by the mouth of mot~
tallman ; and this forceis notin the man by
whom itis fpoken;where then fhould it be,bat
in the words 2 And then if in che words, avh
may not other words bee of likeefficacy, be-
inguttered byman 2 ~4nfir, 1. The powerof
Gods Word commethnot fromthis, thatitis
aword, and barely uttered ouc of the mouth
ofaman ; forfo itisadead leveer : butitpro-
ceedeth from the powerfill operation of the
fpirit annexed by Gods promife thereunto,
when it isuttered, read, and conceived ywhich
operation if it were taken away , the Word
mightbe preached a thoufand yearestogether,
withoutany fruicorefied, eitherto falvation
or condemnation,

2.The word of Godis powerfull by the con-
currence of the worke of the fpirit, not inall
things 5 as forexample, in raifing windesand
tempefls, ininfeiting theayre, inkilling and
annoying men or other creatures, butin the
converfion of finners, in gathering the eled,
and inconfirming thole that becalled ; and this
powerit hathallo by his fpeciall bleffing and

appointment. )

3. Furchermore, the fime word is not of
power,whenitis barelyread, heard,or fpoken, :
unle(fe it bealfoconceived inthe underftanding, |
received with reverence, wreafired vp in the |
memoric, and mingled with faich in theheare: !
whereas the baiccading and muceering o\'cr#
the words ofa charme by an Inchan ;
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|themotft dithonourable to God, mof accepta-
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in anunknowne tongue, in rude and barbarous
words, is fufficicu to procure the working of
wonders.
Now though the word of God becin it feife

pure, and ferve to excellent purpofe, as hath |
beene faid, yet by the way we may remember; |
Thatasicis wich all chings thac are moft pre-
cious, nothingis fo excellentin it kinde which
may not becabufed ; foit is with this heavenly
word:for it isand may be made a Charme two
‘sayes. Firft, when fome part of it is indeed u-
fed fora charme. Thus many Texts of Scripture
both in Latine and otherlanguages,have beene
abufed by Inchanters, as mighe cafily be fhew-
ed.Sccondly, when itis heard, read, recited or
made a macter of prayer without uaderflan-
ding. And chus cheignorant man, asmuch as
inhimlieth,makes ita Charme.Forin his ordi-
naric ufe thereof, he neicher conceiveth ner ta-
keth carc to underftand it, aslamentable expe-
rience teacheth. Yet in ncither of thefc is the
very bare repeating of the Word effectual!. For
aswhena mn heares or reades it, unleflethe
Spiritof God inlightencth hisheart, itistono
purpofeslo whenitis madethe mateer of a {pel,
nothing will bee effected, unlefleche devill ei-
ther by confederacy, or fuperfticious conceit be
drawneto conferre hishelpe in the point, for
his owne advantage.

Howbeit, of all inchantments thefe are

bleto Satan, and moft hurefull to cthe Charmer,
which are made of the Scriprures, Forbefide
<che finneof Witch-craftin the Charming, this
inconvenience infucth, that Satan p cth

A which heethrough his power mutt caufe robe |
donc.

And thus much of inchantment {tanding up-
on the practice of wonders by a Charme.

To this head of Inchantment, fundry other
practices of Witches are to bee referred, the
chiefe whereof are thefe.

Firft, the ufing and making of CharaGers,
Images, or Figures, fpecially the framing of
Circles, for thisend to work w nders by chem.
Asto draw the pi&ture of a childe, or man, or
cthercreature inclay or wax, andto bury the
fame in the ground, ‘or to hide it in fome fecres
place, 6rto burnc itin che fire, thereby incend-
ingto hurtor kill che parey refembled. Againe,
to make an imprefiion into the faid pidture, by
pricking or galhing che hearcor any orher place
with inteacto procure dangerous or deadly
painestothe fame pares. This is a meeze pradlice
of Inchancment, and themaking of the image,
and ufing of it to thisend 16 in vercue a charme,
though o words bee ufed. For the bare pi-
¢ture hath no more power of it fe'fe to hure the
bodic reprefented, thanbare words. Al! that
is done coihmerh by the worke orehe Devill,
who alone by the ufing of the picture (n thac
fort is occafioned 0 or o, to worke the partics
deftrudtion,

Secondly hither we may referre the ofing of
Amulers, that is, remedicsand prefervatives a-
gainftinchanements, orceries,and bewicchings,
madeofherbes or fome fuch chings, and han.
ged aboutthenecke forchac end.

Thirdly, the ufing of Exorcifines, thas is,
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more credic to one of thefe, than to twentic
ocher,becaufe the wordsare Scripture ; hereby
cloking his mifchievous practices under the co
lour of holinefle, and fo confirming the truch
ofthat which che holy Ghoft faith, that when
hee worketh moft deceitfully, hee vransformes
Atmifelfe into an dngeloflight,z Cor.x 1,14 He
knoweth well, thatordinary words feeme no-
thing to fome men, therefore hee teacheth and
tuggeftech phrafes and fentences out of che
Wod, for fuch ungodly ends, that even the
graceof them feeched from the Scriptures,may
make them feems powerfull. Wherefore lece-
very onc that isindued with grace and know-
ledge, ducly confider chis wich himfelfe. Can-
not Gods word be effetuall, when ic is ufed to
edification,unlefle the worke of his e fpirit

accompany che {ame ? then furely it is impolfi-
ble, thatthe fame which isholy, being nfedto
auevillend, fhould bee powerfull, excepe the
Devill affordech his helpe for the cfiecting
thercot. To conclude therefore, lcr men fiy
whas they will, the eruch isthis, that words
of inchancment, bee they never fo holy orpro-
phane, erther by way of cugfing or bleffing,
have o power of themfelves ta che producing
of firange workes; but are(as hath beens fard )
onely diabolicall fignes, admonithing chede-
vill of fome wickednelle intended and defired,

certaine fce fe t words ufed in way of ad-
juration for fome extraordinary end, A pra-
&iceufvallinthe Church of Rome, whereby
the Prictt conjures thefale,holy-water,creame,
fpitele, oyle, palmes, &c. all which are ineruh
mecre inchasements. For how{oever the Cenn- |
cell of Tren: hath ratified chem by theirde- | Conctinid et
crecs, and o commended them to gencrail nfe | 23
within the compafle of'thie Popifh Church; ver
they havein them no power or abiliey of Lilef-
fing or curling, cithict by naturcor Gods np.‘t
poiatment. i
Fourchly , Tn this number wee reckon the |

ufing of the name fefirrodrive away che devil

or to prevent Witch-craft ;a common prnc’hcc

among the ignoranc. Whereinthe wonderti)

malice of Satan bewraices it felte, in making the

ignorant people chink chat Chrill is a conjurer,

and thac there is vertue in the naming of his

name,to doc forme ftrange thing. Whereas the
truth is, he careeh neicher for thiac name, nor for

all che names of God, if'a man goes no further
than che bare repeating of them j buerather de-

Iighteth te fee them fo abufed and difgraced

And hereuponitis, thatin all conjurations, i

when heis raifed by the Sercerer, heis willing §
{tobee adjured by alithe holy names of Go.l
i that arcin the Scripture, tothe end that bee

may thicmore deeply leduce hisowne inftru-

mients, and make them to chinke chatthete ho- i
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1y names will bind him, and force himto yeeld
unto their defires in the particuiar,whenindeed
thereis nofuch matter. W hich pointthrough=
Iy confidered, may admonifh usto take fpeciall
heed of thefe curning glofes and devilith in-
finuations, whereby hentendethto deludeus 5
alway remembring, that the Apoltles them-
| felves, to whom the power of working mira-
;clrs was gwven , did never acknowledge the
worke to bedone by the nameof /efus, butas
S. Peter affixmeth, throsgh funth in his nime,
Act3.6.16.

Fifthly,the croffing ofthe bodie,to thisend,
that wemay be blefled from the devil. A thing
ufuallevenof later times, {pecially in Poperic ;
whereinthe croflc carricththe very nature of a

Charme, and the ufe of iz in this manner, 2 pra-
! ctice of Inchanement. For God hath given no
fiuch verueto acrofle, cither by creation, or
| fpeciali privilege and appointment.
| Sixrhly, the'feratching ofa Wiceh ro difco-
jver the Witch. Forit isa meancs which hath
‘1o warranz or powier thereuinto, cither by che
- wordof Gad, or frommnature, butoncly trom
sthedevill 5 who it hee yeeldeth cither ac crofa
1g,0r l‘cr;\tc_h‘ he dothricwi _ingly,nnd not
1 by compulfion, that hee may feed his mftru-
ment with a alit faich, 2nd a tuperflitious con-
! ceit, tothe dithenourofGad, and their owne
Loverthrow. Ina word, looke whatfoever adtie
ons, geftures, fignes, rites , and ceremonics are
uied by men or women to wotke wonders, ha-
, ving no power to cficét the fame, cicher b
| creation and narure,or by {peciall appointment
| from Gud, they muit 2l bee referred to chis
head,avd seckoned for Charmes.

The Ufe, Now confidering thatall kindsof

Charmes are the Devils watchwords to caufe
! him to worke the wonder, and have no vertye
inthem,be the words wherein chey arecencei-
vednever fo good : hereby wee muft be admo-
aifhed, to take heed ofthe ufe of them, and all
other unlawfiil ceremonies, both in refpedtof
their formres,be chey praifes or prayers, or im-
| precations ; asalfo in regard of their ends, bee

they never {0 good in ourward 2ppearance. |

| Buralas! the more lameneable isthe cafe Char.
\ming is in as great requelt as Phyficke, and
| Charmers more fought unto, lhml’hyﬁcians
| w ume ofced. Therebe Charmes forall con-

ditions and ages of men, for divers kindes of

crestures,yea,for every difeaft;as for head-ach
cooth-ach, flicches, and fuch like. Neverthe-
lefle, howfoever fome have fubjeéted them-
felves to fuch balz and ungadly meancs, yer
‘thc ufe herenf by the mercy of God, hathnnt
1heenc univerGil And chole that have fought
s rorhelpe,are to beadvifed jn the fearc of God,

wepen 1e, and to take a Let
hriy confider,thac chey
S pan Satanfor helpe,
woued Gop,
andtified by
ene done in

oA Difcourfe of Witcheraft.
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A cafeof the greatett worldly gaine. For noman i

| may doc evill, that good may come of iz. !
But they thac ufe the helpe of Charmers, !

land confult with Wife-men, are wont to alo |

leage fomething in defence or excufe of their

practice. !
Ficft, that they for their part;meane no hure, |
they know no evill by the man whom they |
fecke o, they oncly fend to him, and heedoss |
them good, how and in whacmannrr:heyrz. ’
gard not. Anfiy .1, Indecd raany be ignerant of |
the Inchanters courfes. Butin cafes of Iofle and
hinderance, men oughenotonely to inquire the
meanes, but to weigh and confiderthe warran-
tablenefle thercof, otherwife they doc notthac .
they doc of faith, and foare guilty of finne be- |
fore God, Rom.1 5.1alt ver. 2. Put the cafe they |
themfelves meane no hurt, yee in this adtion
they dochure to chemfelves, by repoling cruft
inthings,which upon betrer confideration the:
{hall finde to bee difhonourable, and therefore
hatefullto God.
i Secondly, theyalleage ; we goetothe Dhy-
fician for counfell, we take his Recspe. but wee
know not whatitmeaneth j yet wee ufe it, and
fiude beneficby ie; ifthis bee lawfull,why may
weenot as well take benefit by the Wife-man,
whole courfes we heignorantof 2 Anf. 1.Phy-
fickeufed in time and place, is a worthic ordi-
nance of God, and therefore being rightly u-
fed, God gives his blefling to it. Bur for in-
chantmen: i wasnever fanétified by God, and
¢! therefore cannot be ufed in any affirance of his
bleffing. 2. The Phyfitians reccicbeinga com-
' pofition and mixture of naturall things, though
2man knowes it nor, yet he takes it intohis fto-
mach,or applies itto his body,andfenfibly per-
cesves the vertke and efficacte thercof in the
working 5 whereas the Charmers courfe confi-
fieth ot words, which neither are knowne in
themfelves,nor are manifeft in cheir ufe to fenfe
orunderflaiding. And hereby itis plaine,there
 isnot the fame reafon of Phyficke and Charmes
the one having ajenfible operation by vertue
"given is of God ; the other infenfible, and
| wroughtabove ordinary meanes by the worke
of Satan.
Thirdly,theyalleage, God ismercifull, and
D hee hath provided afalve for every lore, they
| have ufed othermeancs, but they havenot firc-
"cceded, and what fhould they doe more, may
| they notin cxtremity repaire to the Inchanter,
i and fee what he candoc forthem, ratker chan
| their goods and catzell fhould be loft and foi-
| led? Aufx.Tewere better for youtobideby the
lofle, yea, toliveand die in any ficknefle, than
to tempt God by feeking helpe ar Charmers
| hands ¢ fortheir helpeis dangerousand com-
I meth from the Devil, whereupon if yee reft
your felves, yee joync leaguewith him,, and fo
hazzard eiernally the fatety both of bodies
and [oules. 2. Vic good meanes allowed of
Gop, and when they have becoe ufed often
withoue fuccefle, proceed notto other coutfes, i
but
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bue referre your felves to God, and fay with
Lob': The Lord bhath given, andthe Lordhath
taken away ; bleffedbe the name of the Lord, 1ob.
5.21. And thus much of inchanting, the firft
parcof Operative Wicch-craft.

Sett. L1

The fecond pare is Jugling. /aeling, is the
delnding of the cye with fome firange fleight
done above the ordinary courfe of narsre. Inthis
defeription there are two points nzcefarily re~
quired inthe point of Jugling,defisfion oftheeye,
and extraordimary flzig bt
i Delufionis theo performed, when 2 manis
madeto thinke hee icesthac which indeed hee
tecs not. And this is done by operation of the
devilldiverfly,but efpecially three wayes. Firlt
by corrupting the humour of the eye, whichis
the next inftrumentof fight. Secondly, by al-
tering the ayre, which is the meane by which
the objeét or fpeciesis carried to the eye. Third-
Iy, by altering and changing theobject,that s,
thething feenc, or whercon a man lookcth.

This deluding of the fenfz is noted by Pasl,
Gal. 3. 1. Ofooltfh Galatians, who bath bewir-
chedyoxwhere the ipiit of God ufeth a* word
borrowied fromthis kind of forcerers, which in
full meaning fignifiech thusmuch : whe hath
deluded your cyes, and caufed youto thinke
you fec that which you fee not. Asifhe thould
have faid, Lookeas che Jugler by his deviliith
art,deludeth the outward cye,and makethmen
thinke they fee chat, which indeed they doe
not : Even o the falic Apofiles, by theirerro-
neousdoctrine, have deluded the eyes of your
mindes, and have caufed you Galatsans to
judge thattobee the Word of God, which1s
not, and that to beetruth, which iserrour and
falihood. Pas! givesus to underftand by the
very phrafe ufed, that there is fuch 2 kinde ot
Jugling, asisable to deceive the eye.Forother-
wile his comparifon would nothold.

The fecond thing required m Jugling, is 3
fleight done above the order and courfe of na-
ture. This isthe poine which maketh thefe con-
veiances to bee Witch- eraft, Forif they were
withinthe compafle of nature, they could not
berightly teanned and reputed Sorcerics :con-
fidering that divers men by reafon of the agili-
ticof therr bodics, and fleightof their hands,
are able to worke divers fears, which fceme

A\ters of Exodus, where Alofes ard esd.iron, ;

D

frange to che beholders, and yer not meddle
with Witchcraft. Againe, fome by the Jawfull
artof Opticks, may (hew ftrange and admira-
ble things, by meanes of lightand darkneffe,
and yee may be free from i ionof Magi-

|

wrought wondersbetore Phar.op, rurningthe |
rod into a ferpent, and water into bloud, ?\kh ’
many other fuch Iike.Now lunnesand Limbres
(for fo Paul calleth them, = Tim, 3. 8.) the
Magiciaus of £gypr, did worke the fame mira-|
cles which Aofes and eAror had done : But
here wasthe difference; M fes made true crea-
turss, and wroughe true miracles,whereas they
did allin appearance and outward fhew. For
theirs were not rrue reall actions, bur oncly
Magicallillufions, wroughe by the fleight and
fubultie of the Devill, inthe practice of Jug~
Hﬂg-

And becaute fome thinke, thatthe Serpents
and fiogges caufeu by the Magicuns,were true
creaures, and all cheir otiier workes as reall
and truly done as thofe whichAefecand.Aron
did, Iwill here ftand a little to hew and prove
the contrary, thacchey wereonely in thewand
appearance,and notin deed and truth,

Ficlt then, 1 the frogs and Serpents caufed
by Jamnes and Lmbres were true creatures in-
deed , and their other fleights truc and reall
workes 3 then they were made and caufed cj-
therby the devill, or by God himfelfe; (forno
manot himfelfe can make a rodde to become a
true {erpent,) Butthis was donc neither Lythe
devillnor by God, as fhall appearc inthe fe.
quele.

Thbey there notdone by the Devill ; becaufe
the deviil cannot makea true crcature, cither
ferpent or frog. )

How doth'thatappeare ? eAff; Tomakea
true crcature of any fort by producing the an,
out of the caufes, 1sa worke fervirg to conri-
nue the creation, and is indced a kinde of cre-
ation, Now the Devillas hee cannor create 2
thing at the firlt, fo hee is not sbic tocontiue
the fame by a uew creation 3 that being apro.
perty belonging ro tiod onely. Forbecrer con-
cewving hereof, wee mult know, that Gep
creaieth two wayes; either primarily in thebe-
ginning, when hee made ailchings of nothing
Len. 1. 1. or fecondarily, in the government of
the world, whenhee producezh a true creature
inarrue miracle 5 yer not making ic of nothing
(ashee dudin che Deginning) but producing 1t
by miniftring and intorming che mareer innne-
duarely by bunfelfe, without che aid of ordina-
ry meanes and inftruments appointed after the

creation. Theformer iscreation properly cal-
led,the lateer a continuance thereof. Both thefe
God hath referved to himfelfe, as incommuni-
cable to any creature. Asfor the fucceffion and

call workes ; becaule chey keepe themfelves
wholly withinthe power & pradtice of nature.
Bue flcights done in Jugling ouer and above
delufion, mett pafic the ordinary boundsand
ecinéts of nature, and foare made points of |
Witckeratt. One memorable example, for the
cicarer manif ot this point, wee havein |
the Scriprure, by name in thie 7.8-and 9. Chap- ;

e

prop of creaturesin their kindes, asof
men, beafts, bids, fithes, &c.itis oncly a con-

tinuation of the creatures intheir kindes, and is

wrought by ordinary meanes of generanen s |
burisno continuance of the worke ofthec
tion. And theDevill by his power may make |
countexfeits of the true ceearures of God, but |
ucither by creating them, nor by condinuing
their creacion ; theie two being workes pecus )

liar
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! followes,thar theirs could not berrue creatues:,

| liar and proper to che Deity alone.

Agawe, if the devill could turne a rodde in-|
toa:zue ferpent, and water into bloud indeed,
thea hispowet hould bee equall tothe power|

i of the Sonue of God himfelfe. For the firftmi-
racle that hee wrought, was the turningof wa-
terinto Wine, Joha 2. Andthat was no grea-
“ter @ worke , tan the turning of water inte
ibloud , or a rodde into a Serpent. But this
werce moft horrible blaflphemie, tomatch the
Devill withthe Sonncof God, and his finite
! power with the power of the God-head, by
| which miracles arc wrought. Andche truth is,
Satancan worke no true micacles neither doth
| the tesc import,, that the Magicians did that
¢ which they did by miracle,but by inchantment
and Sorcery,Exad.7.11. 22.and 8.7,

Inthe fecond place, Iaffirme that God did &

not create thele creatures, or caufe the workes
| of the Magictans to bee effected. And thisis
. proved by the words of Pasl, 2 Tim. 3. 8.
| who faith that Lowes and Jambres (whichdid
+ thefe workes) with-ftood 3fsfes and eAaron,
l whomGod had fent,and by whom he wrought.
1 If then God had wrought with the Magicians
ald,he hould have beene againit himfelte,yea,
he fhou!d have wrought both wayes, for him=
fclfe, and againft himlclfe, and confequencly
fhould have impeached his owne glory, for
the manifcflation whereof hee wrought mira-
cles by Mofesand eAaron ; which we maynot
once thinke of God. Seeing therefore thar thefe|
Serpents, if they were true creatures, Were net
created cither by Satan, becaufehee could not,
or by God himfzife, becaufe hee would not i
mutl nceds remaine, that they,and all other the!
Magicians works,were meereillufions,and not
otherwife.

Yet for the further clearing of the matter in
hand sthetexe it feife yecldech fundryresfons,
toprove that thele adls of the forcerers were
but appearances, and not things really pro-
duced.

Firft,they that cannot doe a leffer thing,can-
not poffibly doe a greater.New.3ofes thewerh

It cemainestherefore that thefe were but meere

that the £gyprian Inchanters could not doea
leffer thing, than the tuming of rods into
true {erpents, or waters into bloud. For the:
could not by all theirpowerand skill, preferve
chemlelves fromthe plagues of Egypt, asthe|
botch , and other judgements, Exod. 9. 11,
which was a morecaficthing, thantomake or
changea creature. Nay, they were not ableto
bring forth liceby their Inchantment, which
feemeth tobee the leaft miracle, but acknow-
ledged that to beethe fingerof God, Exod. 8.
18,19,

Sceondly, the texefaich, thac Aaronsferpenr
devoured theirerpents, Exod.7. 12.henceic

Forin aillikelihood they were all of the fame:
» kind,and oflike gantity,atleat in fhew. And
it was never {cene, that one creazure (hould re-

ceive into ic felic ancther creacure of equall

Al bigneffe, with prefervation of it felfe. Ncitherg

hath it been obferved ordinarily that one crea.
ture fhould devoureanother of the fame kinde. t
Tt was therefore 2 worke of Gods fecret power |
inthezrue ferpent, wherby he would fhevrthat
the other were not true and reall, but formal}
and imaginary.

Thirdly, ifthe Magicians had beene ableto
have made teue frogges and ferpents, thenby
the fame power they might have removed
thofe which A20fzsbroughr;tor the like ability
istequiced in both: yet this they conld not doe,
but were faineto increat Mfes,to pray fortheir
removall. So fajth the texe, Then Pharaoh cal-
ledfor Mofes and eAaror, andf3id, Pray, Ge.
Exod.8.3.

Lafily, the frogs which 2ufes caufed when
they wereremoved, being gathered onheapes,
caufed great corruption, and the whole jand
flanke of them, Exod. 8. 14. Againe, the water
tumned into bloud, made the £fh inthe river
to die,and the water to flink,fo that the Egyp-
tians could not drioke of the water of the river,
Exod.7.21.But wereadofno fizch effe@ of the
frogges and waters of the Inchanters, which
doubtleffe would have followed as wellasche
other,ifboth had beentrue and reall creatures.

appearancesand juglingtricks,and the lozcerers
themfelves Juglers, yea, all their workes but |
fleighcs, caufed by the power and {ubtiley of
Satan, and no true workes, ashathbeene {2id.
ThusThave declaredthe whole nature,grounds
and kindes of this damnableart,

CHar. V.

What Witches be,and of !

how many foris.

Aving in the former part of this Treatife

apencd the nature of Witch-crafc, and
therby made way for thebetter under@anding
of this Judiciall law of Mafes, 1 come now to
fhew who isthe practicer hereof, whomthe
Text principally aimeth at,namely,the Witch,
whether man or woman.

oA Witch s a Magician, whe either by open
ar fecret league, wittingly andwillingly, confen-
tesh toxfe she ard andaffiffance of the Devill, in
the working of wonders.

Firtt, §call the Witch [« Magician]to fhew
what kind of perfon this isto wit,fiich a one as
doth profefle and pra&ife Witch-craft.'Fora
Magician isa profeflor and a practicer of this
are,as may appeare, Aéts 8. 9. where Simona
Witchof Samania is called Ciazse, or Stimon
che Mugician.

Ageine, inthis generalltearme, 1 compre-
hend both fexes orkindes of perfous, men sud
women , excluding neither from being Wit-
ches. A point the racher to be remembred, be-

caufe!
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caufe AMufes inthis place ferting downe a Tudi-
ciall Law againft Witches, ufeth a word of zlxc;
feminine gender{mecufbepha | which in Englith|
propesly Gignifietha voman-Wicch @ where.

upon fome mighe gacher, that women oncly

were Witches. [ Towbeie CHofesn this word

exemptethnotthe Male, but onely ufetha no-

tion referring to the Female, for good caufes;

principally forthefetwo.

Furth, togiveus to underftand, thacthe wo-
man being the weaker fex, is fooner intang.
ted by the Devils illuions wich this damnable
art, than the man. And in allages itis found
true by experience, thacthe Devill hach more
cafilyand ofner prevailed with women, than
withmen, Hence it was, chat the Hebrewes of|
ancient times ufed ictor a proverd, Themore
womein, the more Witchss, Hisfilt tempration
inthe beginning, was with £ve 2 woman, and
fince hee purfacth his praticeaccordingly, as
making mol for his advantage, For where hee
findeti calicit entrance,and belt entertainment,
thither will he ofeuelt refore,

Sccondly, to take away all exception of pu-
nithmeat (rem any prey that ihall practitethis
tade, snlto fhew that weaknefle cannor ex-
empi the Wiech from deach. For in ali reaton, if
any mightalleage infirmicic, and plead for fa-
vour, it werethc woman, whois weakerchan

of IWizcheraft.

ctheman, Butthe Lord faich,ifany perfon ofci-
ther fexamong his people, be found to have en-
cred covenant with Satan,and become a pract
cerof Sorcery, thoughit bee a womanand the
weaker veffell, fhe fhall not efcape, the (hall not
be futfered to live, fhe muft dic the death. And
thongh weakocfie in other cafes may leffen
bothchic crimeand the punithment, yetinthis
it fhalltake no place.

The fecond poine in the defeription is cone
[ening 10 ufe the belpe of the devill, eizher by
cpen or fecret leagnc , wirtingly and willingly :
wherein Randetlithe very thing,that makech a
Witch tobe a Wicch : The yeelding of confen:
upon covenanc., By «which claule, two forts of
people are exprelly cxcluded from being
Wirches. Firt, fuch as be taineed with phrenzy
or madueile, orarc through weakneffeof the
brainc deluded by the devill. Forthefe, though
they may becfaid aficra fore ro have focietie
with Satan, or rather lice with them, yetthe
cannot give cheir confent o ufe hisaid cruly,
but oncly in jmagination: with the true Witch
it isfarre otherwile, Secondly, all fuch fuperfli-
tious perfons, men or women, as ufe Charmes
and Inchantment for the effecting of any thing
upon a fuperflitions and erroncous perfivation,
that the Charmics have vertue inchem to doe
fuch cthings, not knowing that itis the action
ofthe devill by chofe meanes;but thinking xhn!
God hath putvertuzintothem, as he hata done |

linm herbes for Phyficke. Of fuch perfons wee !

have {0 doube) abundance in this our Land, !

who though they deale wickedlyand fingric
voufly inufing Charmes, yet becaute they in- i

A temdnotto joyne leagne with ile devill, ¢icicr :
i lecrecly, ortormally, they are noi i, 2e cc i
ted Witches. Neverthelefle, theyare s wocads
vertifed inthe meane time, that cheic . aceis
fearetull. For their prefent ungodly practices
h:vcprcp:rcdlhcm already o this cuded tra ieyt
and may bring them m time to bee the rariceft |
Witchesthat can be, Wierefore [ adv feaii
{norant perlons, that know ror God nor the |
Scriptures , 1o take heed and beware of s |
dangerous evill,the ufe of Charmes. For ifchey |
bee once convinced ie their confe vees, and |
know that God hath given no power to fiuch
j meanes, and yee fhati ufe chem, a(furedly they
i doe metbect confent co che devill to bee helped
by him, and thereupon ate joined in confedera-
cie with him inche confidence of their owne |

5

N
5

| " - {
j hearts,and £ are become Witches. !
I Theehird and laft thing in the deferipsion,is )
i the cad of Witcheraft; 1 be worki 1 of wouders.!

| Wonders ace wr

1zhe cheee wayes (as hath
beene Mewed
1 < yhel

i xErbwai. ation, or by 122+
; c‘lmnrm" t, orby Juglag :and toonc of thefe
varee heads, ail teazs and prastices of Wisch-
craftare to be reierred.
! Now if anyman doube, wheher there
fuch Witches indeed ashave b
{let himremember, that befides exper
1all ages and countries, wee have aif fundry
| examples of them even in the Scriprurc
| _Intheold Teltument wea reade of Lalasn:,
| Num, 23.who though he be called a Prophict,
‘becaufe hee was fo reputed ofmen, yecindeed
hiee wasanotorious Witch, both by profeffion
and pratice, and would bave thewed his ciza-
ning in that kinde upon the Ifzaclites, if God
had not hindred him againft tis will OF dhe
ame kind were the inchanzerso YU,
i7 tlie Witches of Perfia, Dan. 2.and .t
Irmumﬂ'c of Endor, knowne for a =
i Sorcerer overail Itracland cheie?
| vanesbeing asked,conld prefently teziolier,as
wereade, 1 5am.: §,
Inthe new Tellanient, mention is made of,
| Swnywhole name deciared his profe his:
inamc was Muguy ; and therexe faich, thachee |
ufed Witch-cratt and bewitched che prople of |
| Samariz, cailiig himfelfe a greaeman, Adts 8.
1 9. Whence it was, thae afeee his deach therel
D) wasa [acueler unm Roms m hosour of him !
Lo the daies of ( Tasedizrs Cafryich tivis vafcrip- |
||l'|on 5 Simoini Deo,

but Bar-iefiuthe f:1ic Prophee at Paplius, was |
amanaddicted o the practives of Witch-craft, |
jand for that caufe yas caliec by a kind ofex-

sccllency,élyriis 1l4 * AL,
thatis, the great or famous

IPyrl-.ox:ii\'u at P
i

mch advant
s thefeufed thehelpe of the devill, for tie wor- |
"king of wondcrs, !

Of Witches ¢
b itch,and the gaos
{ monly called.
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hie or fhe that hath conf :
e with the devilto m'chishc!pc‘i':q
“huare only,as o (trikic & annoy the|
(bodies of uten, women, children, and cntcil,}
i with difeaies, and wich deathic {2l : fo like-
fwif to raile sempefts, by fea, and by land, &e.
This is commenty calizd ’
| The goodis'isch ishes or (hee
«fentina league with E
forthed g his cannot hure,

rormens, . Seale and cure
| the bt nflicied npon raen ov careeil, bybad
" Witches.Forasthey candae no geod, buron-
i 1y hure s fo this can doe ne bust, but geod only.
! Andthis is that order which the devill hath fee
{ in his kingdome, appointing to feverali petfons
| their feveralic fices and charges. And thegood
Pwiteh s comunonly tesrmed the srbiidig
lwuch,
| Newhowlocver boh thefe bee evill, yerof
“the vwo , the more horrible and dercltable

at by con-
wfe fushelp

cxprrenee 1 mofi places in this
2, friend o carcell
1 with iome fore tickneffe, or firange-
i ly tormented with {ome rare and unknowue
| diizafe, thenrtt thing heedoth, isto bethinke
Uhinitlfe and inquire afier fome Wift-man or
d ehicher he fends and goes for
helpe. When hee comes, hee ficft gels him the
taze of thedicke man : the Witch then being
fied of the difeale, prefinbeth either
Charracs of wordsto bec ufed over him, oro-
theritch counterfeizmeanss, wherein there is
o verine 3 being nothing el but the Devils
Saciaments, o coafe him todoe the cure, if it
cuine by Witch Well the meanes are re-

pi, ¢, end uled, the ficke particac-
o, and the eonclufion of all
s theutinallacclam.tion; Ob happieisthe day
thavever Iimer with {ucha manor womanto
heipeme !

Here obferve,thac both have a Rroke inthis
altion bad Witchhurthim,the good hea-
ted him 5 butche rruch iy, thelatter hazh done

imathoufand times more havme than the for-)
mer. For the one drd ancly hure the bodie, but
thiedevill by meares of the cther, though hee
havelefe thebody in gecd plighe, yee hee hack
i2id fa} held et cule, wu by curing the
body, hath killed that. Asd the paicie thus cu-
red, caunotay Dowid 5 The Lord is my
helper 3 buiz che conil is my helper; for by him
he is cuved. Orborh thete kindes of Witches
the prefent lawof 7065 mufl be underftood. I

Thispoine wellcontideerd, yeeldeth matter
boihotinfleectio ractice.

O inflruction, indhati: icwes the cunning
wd erafty dealing of Satm, who ailictech ;.“3
covmentetiiehe body for the gaie of the foule.

)

VDijcoz:r[e of Witcheraft.

TAG

And for that purpofe hath foordered bis infiru=
ments, thazeac bad Witch gives ticoccalion,
53 annoying the body or goods ; and the good
immediately accomplifheth his defire, by in- |
tangling e foule inthe bands of crrour, ig-
rorance, and falfe faith. Againe, this (heweih |
cheblindnefle of naturall corruption, fpeciaily ,
in ignerancand fuperttitious people. Itis their !
nature toabhorre hurtfull perfons, fuch asbad |
Witches be, and to councthem execrable ; but |
thofe that doe them good, they honour and |
reverence as wife men and women, yea ﬁ'ckc(
and fue unto them in times of cx(rcmi[ie,}
though ofall perfonsinthe world they be moft
odious : and Satan inthem fecmes the greace(t |
friend, whenhee is moftlike himfelfe, and in-
! tendezh greatelt mifchicfe.Let all ignerant per-
 fons bee advifed hercof intime, to take heed
to themfelves, and learne to know Ged and
| his Word, thatby light from thence they may
| better difcerne of the fubtile pratices of Satan
{and his inftruments.
Formatter of pratice; Hence we learne our
! dutic,, to abhorre the Wizzard, as the moit |
| pemicicus encmie of our falvation, the mott ef.
| tedtuall inftrument of defiroying our foules,
and of buihling up thedevils kingdome ; yea,
| asthe greateft coemy to Godsname, wosthip,
+and glory, thatis in the world, next to Satan
himlelfe. Ofthis fore was Stmon Magau, who
by doing frange cures and workes, made the
{ people of Samaria to teke hiim for fome great
' man, who wrought by the mighty power of
C - God,whereas he did aliby the devill.He there-
 fore being a good Witch, did more hurtin fe-
| ducing the people of God, than Relaama bad
leneccutd with all his curfes. And wee muft re-
‘"':mhcnlu((h: Lord hath feca Law uponthe |

Witches head, hemuff wot Live, and if death be
dueto any, then a thoufand deaths of right be-
long to the good Witch.

But the pacrons of Witches endevour ta
delude che erue iuterpretation of that Law. For
bya Witch(fay they)we muft underftand a poi-
foner, and they alleage for that purpole the 70.
Tnterprecers, who tranflace theeriginall word
[Mecafbepha] by eguandss which fignifiech a
peifoner.

Tan(wer : Firft,the word ufed bythe 70.In-
terpreters fignifieth indeed fo much, yet not
that onely,but alfoa Wicch ingenerall, asmay
appearcin fundry places of Scripturc. The A-
pottle, reckoning up Witch-craft ameng che
workes of the flefh, ufeth the Greeke word
#upunessnot for poifoniig,but for all Magicall
arts, as Hierome tefifiech upon the place. And
thae it muft neceflanly bee (o tranflated, it1s
cvident, becaufe in the next verfe mzrrher is
termed another work of the flefh,under which,
poifoningand all other kinds ct killing arc com-
prehendedd. Aud the feme wordis uied in lln:l
like feoie,Rev.21.8.a0d 22.15.

Againe, tie word| Mecafhepha] which M-
JSes ufeth, is aferibed to the Inchantrrs of K-
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gype in the 7. 8. and g. chaptersof Exodus:
and toghe wifcmen of Babel, Dan. 2. whoare
aifo called e3¢5 in che tranflation of the
Seventy : and bosh forzs of them were Wicches
and Sozcerers. The kings of Egyptand Babylon
uled thele -phem) forfundry purpofes,
and made n seircounfell 3 and it they
had bin according to thisallegation, poifoncrs,
itis notlike they would have fo ficted the hu-
mouts oftho!e two Princes, Pharaok; and Ne-
buehadnerfar, much lefc that they would have
£ ordinarily required thcir prefence and affi-
flance, in the bufineffe chere mentioned. .

Thirdly, thercisa peremptory Law againft
the wilfull murtherer, Numb. 35. 31 thathee
thould be put tadcath,and thacno recompence
fhould be taken for hislife. In which placeall
poil'onersarc:ondcmn:d,bccaufnh:yarc wil-
full murcherers . Now if here in Exodus, by
{M’Mﬂ!/’lr’ld} wee fhould underftand a poifo~
| mer, theathere Mould be one and the fame law
twice propounded for the fame thing, which is
notlike : and therctore the word ufed by Adefes
in this text, figuificth nota peifoxer properly,
buca #ch,

Cnar VI.

Of the punifbment

of witehes.

Ttherto I have treated of the naure of

Witchcraft,both in generall,and particu~
lar, and have alfofhewed what Witches are,
both good and bad. And now I procecdto the
fecond point confidered in chis text,che punifh-
ment of a Witch,and that is Death.

Inthe Judiciall lawes of AMafes(whereofthis
isone) the Lord appointed fundrie penalties,
which in qualiticand degree differed one from
anather, {0as according to the nature of the
offence, wasthe proportion and meafure of the
punithment ordained. And of all finnes,asthofe
were the moft heinous inaccount, which tep-
ded dire@tly to the difhonour of God, foto
them wasaffigned death,the greateftand high-
cft degree of punifhment. Hethat defpifed the
Law of (Hofes, died witheut mercy under
two orthree witnefles, Hebr. 10, 28.'the pu-
nithment of thetheefe, was reftitution foure-
fold, Exod. 22. 1. but the murtherer muft bec
puttodeath, Numb 35. 31. the Idelacer and
Seducer were commanded to becflsine, Exed.
22, 20, Deut. 13. 5. the Blafphemer st bec
ftoned, Levit. 29. 19. Andthe Witchisnum-
bred among thefe gricvous offenders ; there-

fore his punifhment is as greatas any acher.For

{cheeext fuich, hee might not be fuffered tolive,
{Exod.22.18.

{ Butwhy houll the Witch bee fo fiarply
centured 2 Acd what fhould move the Lord

oA Difcourfe of Wucheraft. !

Cc

to ullet foLigha degree of pusifimenttothat |

A fortofoffe s 2 Anfiv, The caule was notchg |
! hure, which chey brougheupon -n:uixxbor!y
‘ goods, oroutward cltate. For chere be ﬂmd,y’ I
thatnever did harme,buc good enly. Wercage |
| notof any great hurt thaz was doue by cheln.
chantersof £gypt.orby the Pythoniffe of Ep-
dor, or by Simon Magus in Samavia, And thofe
diviningWitches,which have taken uponthem
i toforexcll things to come, hurt not any, buc
| themfelves, yecchey muft die the death. This
[ theretore is not the caufe, But what ifthele doc
hurt, oc kill,mott they not theu die2yes verily,
butby another Law, ' L of murcher, and
W oren ¢ inthis cafe,
sovyand ieeas a Witch,and
: hough he were no Witch,
3| , Thecauie thenof chistharpe punithmenis
r1_|c very making of aleague with the Devill,
cither fecret, oropen, whereby they covenant
to ufe his help: for che working of wonders.
l'or_ by vertic of tlus alone i commeth to
pafle, thac Wicches can doe fteang: things, in
Dwming In ciag, and Jugiing. "Io\g‘uix
bee obicrved, of whar horniic y (hcy‘
ftand guilty before God, who onfe~
i deracy wich Satan. iredy they renounce the
Lordthat made chewm, they make no more ac..
count of his favourand protection, they doe
quite cut thewfelves off from the covenant
madewith himin Baprilme,rom the Commu-
nien of the Saints, fromthe true worthip and
fervice of God. And onthe contrary they give
themfelves unto Sacan; as their God, whom
 they continually feare and {erve, Thusarcthey
: become the molt detzftable enemics to God
and his people, that can bee, For this caufe Sao
sueliold Sunl, that rebellion was asthe fin of
i Witcheraft;that is, amoft Lieinous and detefia-
i ®le finne inthe fight of God. The traicour, that
" doth no hurt to his neighbour, bur is willing
! and ready to dee him thebe fervices that can
bee defired; isnotwishftandiog by the Law of
Nations,no beceerthan adead mau,becanle hee
‘ beeraies his Soveraigne, and confequently can
| notbeea friend unto the Cemmon-wea'dh, In
like manner, though the Witch were in many
 refpes profirable, and did r:o burt, but procu-
! red much good ; yetbeeauic he hath renounced
D God his King and gevernour, and hath bound
; himfelfe by other lawes to the ferviceof the e
, nemy of God,and his Church,death s his por-
: tion juftly affigned him by God, hee may not

i live.

¢ ) CuarVIL

The application of the do-

drine of Witchcr.afite
onTinizs,

Hus havirg delivered the rrue fenfe and
interpretacion of chis Judiciall Law, both
\conccming the finne of Witch-craft, and the
¢
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|
|
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perfons, by vilion this finnc is pragtifed 5
mai




[ maiceh now
ithereof, by way otapplication tothe Witches
of curtimes.

i Indoiag wherecf, foure particular Queftions
ofmoment,ateto be handled.

L. ishecncr the 1itchesof our tinses, bz the

Sanse with thafe, that are bere condess-

vied by the law of CMafos : for fome there

bee,and:hafe men of learmng  and nacm-

bersef Gods (hurch, tha: heldtheyaie

A difrover aidieel
7 may bee nfed agaixit the
reoftvitch-craft.

etherosy iirches are to bec puriified
it by verweof thik

|
i’ Lawrof afes
~
‘ Seit. L.
I L. Quelion. Whether the Witches of enr

H birses, becthe fome with thofethatare kerecona
denuised by Aaf

a

Laves
wz doe well confider the qualitie,
»nolthe Witches of'our dayes, we
v feesthacthey bethe fame Forexpe-
{ vierce thewerh, that whether they bee menor
women, butelpeciallyaged wamen, they bee
n perfons, 2s doe renounce God, and their
‘ Baptifire, endmake aleague with the Devill,
( cither i'urc:ly oropzily 5 inwhichthe Devill |

bindeth himfele to teach them certaine rites!
and ccremonies, whercby they may beablzto
s, asto firrc up tempefls, to re- |

veale fecrets, to kill or hurimen, and catcell, or
tocure and doe grod, according o the tenour
of their cover )

effisns of \Wieches recerded in
s of Courtreies throvgh sl Eu-
rope, doe with common cenlznt declare and
menif:it this point. So char howfoever our
Witches may d:fer in{ome crcum@ances from
chefeincthetmeof €50/es, ascither inthein-
}Hn'mcr[ ond me Jdyor inthe mannerand
1

torme, orin forme paiticoiar ends of theirpra~

{ ctices ; ftance and foundation of |
ith them.For both of|

hem ave made 2 covenant with the devilone

&q:y er other, and by veitue thereof have

yetin theii

AR
Witcheralt, they agree
1

The wonders above the order of nature.
Agrecing the:cfare in the very faundation, and
(orme of Witcheralt, which s the league andia
theproperend, the werking of wenders :they
muitneeds beeiafubfkenceand effe the fame
with the Witches mentioned by A€0fes, And
yecchis poiat isdenied by fomce, andthe W
chesof thefe dayes havetheir paczons,who ufe
reabas to preve that now wee have nonc fuch
asvic lpeak el Cheirreafoms arctpecially thice,
¥isfl, chey isbour totake awey the forme of
Witch-craft, s Mirmiog thatchere canbe no con-

i=deracy made berweene the Witch and the
Devill,and thac for foure caufes. !

. y league aud

i muft bee mutwaily bound ¢
betweene man ot ivomanand
cin benobond mad

yerman isbound inconfeieact tn tor

i rounce ehiebend of obedien

110 breatic the covenant. o4 ¢

1 fores ofTeagues + lawfill and undawiall < inafl L

Hawfull leaguesitis true, thaetheremuft bee a
muteall bond of both par :
which mey nat bee diflo!
compaitsic is ochers
[ that ehis league be

Lvitlistant]

>
o Satan, and

Uz in unla
o Andno mancanily,’
veene a Wicch and the De.

but wicked and
rade, howloeveruyl
aleague and compact. This theretd
B rot, thatthere can bee nocovena

them, which no man will deny.

i
T Satan and che witch afe of divers na- |

tases:he is fpirituall, they are corporall fubfan-
ces: therefore chere can be no league made be-
tweene them. v, The reafon is noz goad.
Foreven Ged himfelfe, who isof nature moft
fimpleand fpiritwall, made a covenant with A-

du-m,lrc:mcd the fame unto Abrahs, ffaac,and
\Zacsb : and contimued it wich bis Church on
.c:rzh,. om age to age. Hence it appeareth thae
(!n‘trmic of natare in the pattics, cannoc hin-
derthemaking of 2 covenant. And therefore if
manmay makecovenant with God hiwmlelfe,
who is moft {piricuall 5 then may hieelikewife
¢ come in league with the Devill, whoft fub-
ftance isnotfo poreand fpirituall. Againe, wee
(muf remember, thatin making of a covenant
ois fufficienc chat the panics confent and agree
in will and underftanding, though other cir-
+cumfances and rites, which are bue fignes of
s confination,be wantivg. Be itchen chat Sazan
(kath nota bodily fubftance, 2sman hath, yet
- confidering that man is inducd with uaderfian-
: ding, to conceive of things, as the devill doth,
| and hath alfo wiil to yee!d confent, aad appro-
batioa thereunto,theugh in a corrupt and wic-
| kedmnaer,there may pafle a confederacy,and
| acovenantmay bemade,and fand inforce be-
| rweene them,
- 111LWharfoeverthe Devill dozh in hiscom-
D paét, he dothirin fraud and deceir, never mea-
nirgin itis promifes,asmaa doth, & when both
: parties meane nog onzand the Lme thing, how
canthey growto agreemeat i any kindes Anfl
i Suppofe thisbe true, yecionely provech, that
the covenant made betweene them, was deceit-
full, end unlewtill. Buz what of thac? till icre-
- mainetha bargainhowloever s for it faileth on-
| ly inthe circumfance, the Gibflance, whichis
theconfenrof the parties, was not wanting.
IV. Wicches of ourtimes (foy they) arca-
| ged perfons, of weake braines, and troubled
| withabundance of melancholy, and the devi
| takech advanrage ofthe humaur,and o deludes |
! ehen,perfivading thatthey havemadealeay
i with him,when they havenor, & contiquent




o M‘f)_iﬁaudf of Witchcraft.

morving them to imagine that they doe, and|

A

may doe firange things, which indeed are done| !

by himfelfe,and not by them.

" eAr[. This reafon is a meere melancholike
conceit, without gmund‘Aml thecontrary isa
manife(ttruch, thatcheyarenot fo, asis affir-
med, partics deceived by reafd of their humors.

him thinke hee didit, when he did itnot, and
hereupon hehath confefied. Would any man
thiinke, thatchis were a reafonable allegation,
and a fufficient meane to move the Judge to
acquit him ? Afluredly if it were,upon che fame
ground might any finae be laid upon the Devils
backe,and all good lawes and judiciall procee~

Forfir, our Witches are as wife and politike;: dings bemade void. L

yea, s crafty and cunning inall other matters; Therefore howlocver the patrons of Wit~

asother men bee ; whereas brainficke perfons chesbe learned men,yecthey are preatly deceis
ithmelancholy, if their ;| | ved in fathering the pra&i

troubled

dingbe diftempered inone adtion, it will bee
faultie likewile in others morc or lefic. A-
gaine, our Witches know that thiey finne in the
pratices of Witchicraft, and thercfore they ufe
fubrile meanes to cover them, and hee that
would convict them, muft have great dexcerity
to goebeyond them. Now if they were per-
fons deluded, through. corruption of any hu-
moilrs ; looke what humor caufed hem to doc
athing, the famie-would urgetheny to difclofe

of Sorcerie uj

[ mda'.x_chc»lik:B humour.- ; pon

Bue for the further ratitying of their affcrti-
on, they progeed, and ufe this argumenc : They
which confeffe of themelves things falfe and
, impoffible; muf} needs be parties deluded . buc
, our Witches doe this, when they be examined
i or confulted with, asthat they can raife tem-
% pefls, thatthey are carried thorow theaireina
| moment, from place to placc, thatthey paffe
{ thorow key-holes, and clifts of doores, thac

1. Thirdly,theyare alfo of the fame famp they
take the fame courfesinall theirpradticos; their
%onfent in- word:and aétion is univerfall, Men
of learning have obferved, that all Witches
thorow Europe, are oflike carriage and beha-
viour in their examinations and convictions :
they ufe the fameanfwers, refages, defen
protcftations. In-a word, looke what be the
pra&tices and courfes of the Witches in Enﬁ.
land, in any ofthefe particulars;the fame bethe
pradices of the Witchesin Spaine,France, Ita-
Iy, Germany, 8c. Whereforethecafeis cleare,
they arenot deluded by Sathan, through the
force of humour, asis avouched ; for fuch per-
fons, according as they are diverfly raken,
would fhew themfelves diverfly affeéted, and
varie intheir fpeeches, actions, and conceits,
both publike and private. Fourthly, oor Wit~
ches are wont to- communieate their skill to
others by tradition, toteachand inflruc cheir
children and pofteritie, and to initiate them
in the grounds and practices of their owne
trade, while theylive, as mayappeare by the
confeffions, recorded inthe Courts ofall coun-
trics. But if they were perfons troubled with
melancholie, theit conceits, would die with
them. For cenceits, and imaginatie fancies,
which rife of any humour, cannet be conveied
from partieto partic, no mote than the humour

it felfe. Lafily, if this flcight might Crveto

defend Witches under precence of delution
through corrupted humours, then here were
a cover for all manuer of finaes. For exam-
ple : a felon is apprehended for robberie or
murther,and is brought before the Judge :Up-
on examination hee confeffzth the fadt; being
icted, thelaw p dsto cond i

The fame mans friends come in and alleage
before the Judgein this manner; This man hach
a crazic braine,and istroubled with melancho-
ly, and though he bath confeffed the fadt, yet
¢he rruch is, 1t was not he, but the Devill who
himfclfe committed the murcher, and made

2

ces, |

D

they be {c turned into cats, hares, and
other creacures ; laltly, tharthey are broughe
into farre t.:pumriu, to meet with Herodias,
Diana,and the Devill,and fuch like j all which
are meerc fables, and things impoffible.

eAnf. Wemuft make a difference of Wit-
chesin regard of time. Thereis o time, whea
they firft begin to makea lcague with Satan,
and a time alfo after the league is made and
confirmed.

When they firft beginne to grow inconfe-
deracie with the devill they are fober,and their
underftanding found, they make their match
waking, and as they thinke wifely enough,
knowing both what they promife the Devill,
and upon what conditions, and thercfore all
this while it is no delufion. But after they bee
once intheleague, and have beene intangled in
compa wich the Devill (confideratelyas they
thinke,fortheirownc good and advantage) the
cafemay beotherwifc. For then reafonand un-
derftandingmay bedepraved, memoric weak-
ned, and all the powers of their (oule blemith-
¢d.Thus becomming his vaffals, they are delu-
ded, and fo intoxicated by him, that they will
run into thoufandsoffantafticall imagi )
holding themfelves to be ransformed intothe
{hapes of other creatures, to becranfported in
the ayre into other countries, yea, ta doe many
ftrangethings, which in truth they doc not.

1 come now to their fccond reafon. The
Witches of our age(fay they) were not knowne
in the dayes of Adofes, nor of Chiilt, therefore
thatlaw eoncerneth themnot.

Tothis I anfwer two waycs :

Furft, thatcheir argument isnaughe : For by
the fame reafon the Papilts mightavouchthe
lawfulnefle of the images of Saints as of Perer,
Pauland others,yea ot Chrift himfelte,becaute
they werenot knowninthe daies of Mofesand
cherefore could not bee condemncd in the fe-
cond Commandement.Whereas contrarily the
Spiric of God hath (o framed and penncd the
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deinjur., ROMans made theic * twelve Tables, whichi
9| compriied all the lawes whereby that famous
. ; Commonweaich wasgoverncd they made one |
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lawes Morall, and Judiciall, which concerne | A | iy
man, asthat xhcyt'e]lch within their compafle | ‘,gg, I ['
all Ginnes ofall ages,and condemne them. And | 1L Quel. Howwemay beable in thefe our
therefore  whatloever is 2gaint the Law { | datestodifzerne, and difcover & iFi
of God written by Mofes, though it werenot: | Anfiv. The diftoverie of a Witch is a mareer
- known,nor heard of, eithicr whentlie Law was | Judiciail,asisalfothe difcovery of a theefe and
made, orafterward, is yetcondemned by the! 8 murtherer,.and belongeth potsoevery man, !
fame Law. i butis to be done Judicially by the Magifteacc, :
Againe, Tanlwer, that our Witchesware the | - 2¢cording tothe torme and order of Law: who
fame thai were in Mofestime : and thercforeby | | thercfore is fer apart for fuch ends, and hdth
theirowne reaion muft needs bee condemned | | suthoritic both to difcoverand punili the ene-
by this Judicialilaw. For by therecords of an- | | tnies of God and his Church.Now forthe, Ma- .
cient ¥writers it is proved, thac abour 1200.; | giftrates direction in this bufincfle, we aic’to, !
yeares betore Chrifts birch, fhorely after the | i know, that inthe difcovery of a Witch, two
Trojsn warre, which was 100, yesre and up- | [things are required, Examination, and Con-
| wavd.before the buildidg of the Temple by Sa- | victon,
H lorzon, there were tiie fame Witches'that are ! -§ 1. Examination is an a&ion of the Ma-
now, asthe (irezs and Syrenes, and fuchlike,| | giftrate, making {peciall enquiric of the crime
g mentioned in the * nasration of that wane,| |of Witcheraft. This action mut have thebe-
| asismanifeft to them thatknow the Rorie. gioning fr ,and p P For
Againe, so0. yeares before Chiift whenthe | the Magiltratethough he be a publike perfon,
| and fland inthe roome of God, fortheexecu- ;
| tionof juftice, yethe may not take upen him
ito examine whom and how himfelfe willeth,
| of any crime ; neither ought he to proceed up- i
i onfleight caufes, as to thew his authoritie over
| ethers, or upon finifter refpects, astorevenge
hismalice, or to bring partics into dangeror
fufpition;buc he muft proceed upon fpecial pre-
mptions, . .

a:inft Wicches, even the fame with |
re,for pradlifing the fame things, ’
i as blafling of corac, hurting of cattel!, men, |
! womeénand children, &<. And for the time of |
{ Chyift, thowgh therebeno i mention | | fulp ;5
! made of any fuck Witches; yet thence it fol- |
loweti not,that there were nonc: for allthings : Thefe] call prefumptions, which docat leaft
thatthen happened, were not recorded t and I rebably, and conjelurally note onczo bea
would fainknow of the chicfe patrons of them, | C} Witch ; and thefe are certaine fignes, whereby
whethicr thofe partics pofiefled withthe Devil | | the party may be difcovered:T wall touch fome
ard troubled with frange difeafes, whom| |fewofthen.

Chrifthealed,and cut of whomhe caft Devils, | l The firft inorderisthis : Ifany perfon, man,
) were ot bewitched with fome fuch people, as | | or woman, be notorioufly defummed for fucha
our Wicchesare? if they f2y no,letchemifthey ¢ i parie. Notorious defamation, is a common re-

canproveche contrarie.

Therhird and laft rezfonis this : Chriathis
comming abo'ifhed all finne,and thercfore mi-
racles and Witchcratt then ceafed alfo. The A-
poitle faith, thar hee fpoiled principalities and
powers,andtrizmphed overthem upon thecroffe,

Colo

isargumentis fxivolnus,;firving as
welleojultific tne eraytor, the theefe,and the
murtherer,as the Wicch.For whereasitisallea-
ged, thar Chrift abolified 211 fiane 5 wemaft
underitand how : not fimply, {o as fin fhould
beno more, buz onely in pare, in this life,refer-
1 virg the finall deftrution thereof to the laft
ijuagcmmt. Againe, finne isnot abolifhed, no
| mot in pareunco 11, bus oniy to the members
| of Chnift. Whereupon the Apoftiefzith, There
dewnation 10 them that are in (hrift,
Rou. 8. 1. beeaufe no finse is imputed unto
i them. But unto Witches,and all the enemies of
{ Chrint, finne is imputed, and not abolifhed.
Toconclude, howfoever much s faid in their
{ defence,yetthe firft parcis cleare affirmatively,
*thar the Wirches of our tume are the fame with
the wirchesthat were in Mofestime, intruzh &
{fubftance. And fo much forthe firlt Queftion.

| portofthe greater fortof people, with whom

I the partic fufpedted dwelleth, that he or theis

+2 Witch, This yeeldetha ftrong fufpition. Yet

1 the Magilirate muft be wariein recciving fuch

la reporr. Por it fals out oftentimes, thaz the -

| nocent may befufpected, and fome of the bec-

i ter fort notorioufly defamed. Therefore the

wife and prudent Judge ought carcfully to

{ looke, thatthereport be made by menof ho-

i neticand credic: which if icbe, he may then
D | proceed to makefurther inquiric of che fad.

|" Thefecondis,ifa fellow-witch or Magicuan

| giveteftimonie of any perfonto bea Witch,ci- |

i ther voluntarily, orat hisor her examination,
torathisor herdeath, Thisisnoz {ufficicot for
| convidtion, or condemnation, but onclya fic

{ prefumption to caufe firaitexamination of the |

{ partic to be made.
| Thirdly, if after curfing there followeth
{ deach, orat leaft fome mufchicfe. For Witches
{are wont to practile their mifchicvous fats by
curfing and banning. This alfois a fuficicnr
matter of Examination, not of Conviction.
Fourthly, if after enmitie, quarselling, or
threatning ;a prefent mifchiefe doth follouw.t

i parties devillifhly difpofed afterc
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Fifthly,ifthe partie fufpected ba the fonne ory
daughter, the man-fervane, or maidfervant,thel
familiar fricnd necre neighbour,or old compa-
nionof a_knowrie and convited Witch. T‘l’:is
may belikewifc a prefumption.For Witchcraft
isanare that may bee learned, and conveyed
from man to man, and often it falleth out, that
aWitch dying leaverh fome of the forenamed,
heires of her Witcheraft.

Sixthly,fome do adde this for a prefimption;
Ifthe partie fufpedted be found to have the de-
vilsmarke : for itis commonly thought, when
the Devill makeeh his covenant withthem, he
alwaies leaveth hismarke behind him, where-
byhee knowes them for his owne, Nowif by
fome cafuall meanes, fuch a marke be defcried
onthe bodie of the partic fufpeited, whereof
noevident reafon in naturc ean be given, the
Magiftzae in this cafe may caufe fuch to beex-
amined, or take the matter into his owne hand,
thacthe truch may appeare.

Lafly,if the partic examined be unconftant,
or contrarie to himfelfe in his deliberate an-
fiwers,it arguetha guiltic minde and confcience
which foppeth the freedome of fpeech and uc-
terance, and may give jut occafion to the Ma-
giftrate to make further enquirie. I fay not if
heor fhe betimorousand fearefull : for 2 good
man may be fearefull in a good caufc, fome-
times by nature,, fometimes in regard of the
prefence of the Judge, and the greatnefle of the
audience. Againe,fome may be fuddenly taken,
and others naturally want theliberty of (peech,
which other menhave. And thefe are the caufes
of feare and aftonifhment, which may befall
thegood, as well asche bad,

andchatalfo isagre::prefump:ion.’ A|fed red hot iron and fcalding water to bee

brought, and commanded the parricto put his
hand inche one,or to take up theother,or botl;
and ifhetook up the iron in his bare hand with-
out burning, or endured the water without
falding, hereby hee wascleered, and judged
frec : butifhe did buene or fcald, hee waschen
convicted, and condemncd for a Witch, But
this manner of convition, hath leng agone
beene condemned for wicked and diabolicall,
\ asin truth ivis, confidering that thereby many
| times, an innocent man may bee condemned,
| and a rancke Witch feape unpunithed.
’ Agaitie, our owne times have atforded in-
fances of fuch weakeand infufhicient proofes.
- Asfirtt, Scraeching of the fufpedled partie, and
refe ic thereupon. Secondly,burning
of the thing bewitched, ifitbe nor aman, asa
hogge, or oxe, orfuchlike creature, is imagi-
ned to be a forcible meanes to caufe che Witah
to difcover her felfe.Thirdly,the burning of the
thatch of the fufpeéted partics houfe, whichis
thought to bee able co cure the partic bewit-
ched, and to make the Witch to bewray her
{elfe.

Befides thefe, inochercountriesthey havea
further proefcjultified by fome thatbelearned.
The partic is taken, and bound handand foor,
and caft croffe waies into the water:if fhe finke,
fhee iscounted innocent, and efcapeth ; if thee
ficeton the water, and finke not, fhee is ta-
ken for a Witch, convited, and accordingly
punifhed.

Allthefe proofes are fo farre from being fuf-
ficient, that fome of them, it noc all, arc aftera
forepradtices of Witch craft, having in them no
1;0\‘;“0: vertue todetect a Sorcercr, eichey by [

Touching the manner of E there
be two kinds of proceeding ; citherby a fingle

ueftion,orby fome Torture. A fingle quetti-
onis,whenthe Magiftrate himfelfe onlymaketh
enquiric, what was done, of not done, by bare
and naked interrogations. A torture is, when
befides the enquine in words, he nfethalfothe

racke, ot fome other violent meancs to urge
confeffion. This courfe hath been taken in fome
countrics,and may no doubt lawtully and with
good confcience be ufed, howbeitnot in every
cafe, but oncly upon (trongand great prefump-
tions going before, and when the partieis ob-
finatc. And thus much for Exsmination: now
felloweth Conviction.

§ 2. ConviQion, isanaction of the Magi-
firate, aftor jut cxamination, difcovering the
Witch. Thisa&ion muft proceed from jutt and
fufficient proofes, and not from bare prefump-
tions. Forthough prefumptions give occafion
to cxamine, yet they are no fufficient caufesof
conviction. Now ingenerall the roofes ufed
for conyidtion are of two forts, fome be lefle
fufficient, fome be more fufficient.

The leffe fufficient proofes arc thefe. Firft,in
formerages,the partic fufpected of Witcheraft,

wasbroughe before the Magiftrate, who cau-

inthe creation, orby any fpe- i
ciall appointment fince, For what vertue can |
the Scratching of a Witch haveto curea hure?
where doe we finde it in any pare of the word \
of God,thatfcratching fhould be ufed?or what |
promife of recoverie upon the ufe theveof?
Bachow then comes it topa fle, thac helpe
isoften procured by thefe and fich likemeans>
Af.Itis the fleighrand fubtiltic of the Devill, |
upon {cratching the Witch to remove fuch l
hurts,as himfcltc hath infliGed that chereby he

D| may inure men to the pratice of wicked and

fuper@litious meanes. And what Ifay of fcrac-
ching, the fame may be enlargedto all other
prootes of this kinde before named ; God haih
imprinted no fich vertue in their nawresto
thefe purpofes, or added the fame unto them
by fpeciall and extraordinaric affignment. Thac
therefore which is broughe to pafie by them
when they arc ufed, commech fiom the De-
vilk

Aud yet o juftific the cafting of a Witch in-
tothe water, itis alleaged, that having made
a cevenant with the Devill,the hath renounced
her Baptifme, and hereupon there growes an
Antipachie becweene her aud water, esfnfw.
This allegation ferves to no purpoic * for
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all water is noz the warer of Baprifine, butchat| A | place and time haveordinaiily ufed,for the de-)

oncly which isuied in thevery act ofbaptitme,

and not before nor after. The clement oug of
l the ufe of the Secramest is no Sacrament, but
1 returnes againe to his common .. {
. To goc yer fuccher ;- another fufficient |
| procie is the teRimonic-of fome wizzard. 1t
| hathbeene the ordinarie cuftome of fome mery;

when they have had any thing illat caie, pre-
i fently to goc or fend to tome wife mas, of wile
{ woman, by whom they have-beene inforined,
‘{ thaztheching is bewitched;-and to winnecsc~
i
i

ditto theiraniiwer, fome of them- have offesed
to fhew the Witchesface ina glaffe: whereot,
the partic having taken notice, returnes home; |
and detedleth the man or woman of Witch-
craft. This [ grantmay bea good prefumption |
to caufe Grait examinscion: buc a {uffcieat |
proofe of conviction it cannot be. For pucthe |
cafe the grand-Juric atthe Affifes, goethona
pastic futpected, and in their confuitationthe

Devill comes ia the likenefle of fome kaowae

man, and tels them che perfon in quettion is\

indeed a Wirch, and offers withall co confinme

{ the ame by oath : (hould the Iaquelt recerve
hisoath ok acculation to condemuc the man ?

] Affuredly hoj and gerthacisas much asche te-

! fimonic of zaother wizzapd, who oncly by

! the Devils belpe revealeth the Witch, If this

{hould be:taken fora fufficient proofes-the De-

vill vwould niotlcave one good manaliveinthe

worida e 0 bt s

Againe, allother prefumptions eommonty
ufed, are infusfficient though they may minifter
occafion of triali:for example ; 1ta man n open
court fhouid affime beforethe Judge; Suchan |
onc fell out with me, and curfed me, givingme
threaening words, that ] fhould {mart for it,
and fome mifchicte (hould light upoun my per-
fanorgoads, ereizwereioay. Upon rhede cur-

! fes and threats prefencly fuich and fuch evils be-

| fell me, and [ fuffered thefe and thefe Joffes,

| Themagiftrate thus informed may tafely pro-

{ceed ronquirdinto the matter, but hee hath

" not from hence any fure ground of convichion.

| For itpleafeth Godmany times to Jay his hand

{upon mens pertns and goods withour the
procurement of Witches. And yer experience
fhewes, tharignorantpeople whocarneagage
againft chem, will make irong proofesaffuch
prefumptions,whereupon fomcimes Jurers doe

| givetheir Verdict againtt parties innocent.

l Lafily, if 3 man being dangeroufly ficke,
and ijketo die, upon lufpicion willzake iton
hisdeath,thatfach an one hath bewitched him,

{itisanaliegation ofthe famensture,whichmay

| move the 1udgc to examine the pariie, buc

oA Difeowrfe of Witcherst.
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| tecking of fuch ungodly perfons: bue the beit
that may be f1id of them, is that they be all ei-
ther falfe or uncertaine. fignes, ar unavaileable
for the condemnation of any man whatfoever.

Now follow the true preofes, and futicient
| meanes of convidion, all which may be redu-
) ced totwo heads.

! The fiz}, is the frecand voluntarie confeffi-
‘ on of the crime, made by the partie fpected
| and accufed alter examination. This hath beeae
| thoaght gencrally of all men both Divines and
i Lawyersa proofe fufficient. For vwhat needs
| wore witnedle or further inquit

from the wouch of his owne confzien
B, ledgech the faule. .

And yetthe patrons and advocates of Wic-
chesexcepeagaintic, and objectin this ma:
, ner :thar amanor wowan may confefle aga
i themfeives an untruth, being uiged chereta e
| ther by fearc or threatning, orby 2 defircup.
| on fome gricfeto bee out of the world; orat
ilcal}, being 1n trouble, and perfwaded itisthe
‘bcﬂ couife o {ave their lives, and obraine
liberuie, they may upon fimplicitie bee induced
+ to confefle chac which they never did, evena-
| gainit themfelves. enf- 11y not thata bare
! corfetlion is fufficienr, but a conf:ffion after

due cxamination taken upon pregnant pre-
! uptions,For if a manexamined,without any

heo aman
ceacknow-

7

! grousd or prefumptions, fhould openly ac-|.

¢ knppledge the crime, his aét may bee Juftly
fufpedted, asgroundedupenby-refpedts; buc
“when procecding is made againft him atche
fitlt, upon good probsbilities,and hereupon he
bedrawace to afrce conteffion, char which hee
{hathmarifeied thereby,canna bur be atzuth,
Ocher poinits of excepiionusged by them, are
{ of finail moment, and may cafily be anfivered
out of the grounds before delivered, and there-
fore 1 omit chema i
Now if the partie hield in fufpicion, bac cx-
amined, and will not confefle, bur obitinately
rerfiit jndenial!, 2s commonly it falieih out;
then there isanother courfeto beraken by a e
cond tufficient meancs of convittion : which
is, the teflimonie of two witnefles, of gaod
D }and hanefl report, avouching beiere the Ma-
giftrate upontheirowne knowledge, theic rwo
things : Either that the partic accufed hath
made a league with the devill, or hath done
fome knowue pradticesof Witchcratt. Andall
lnrgumcnrs that doc necefarily prove cither of
'rlmo, being brought by two fufficient wit-

nefles, are of force fully toconvince the partie
fufpeéicd. For cxample )
Fiztt, if they can prove that the partie fufpe-

is of nomoment forconvidtion. The reafonis,
| becaufedtwas bueche fulpicion of one man,and |
|'a mans owne word for himfeife, though intime |
* of exeremitic, when it islikeiy hee will fpeake |
' nothing but the truch, isofno more forcethan |
lanother mans word againft him.

[ And thefe are the proofes, which men in

&ed hath invocated and called uponthe De-
~vili,or defired his helps. Forchisisa branch of
.that worfhip, which Satan binderh his inftru-
| mcats to give unto him. And it isa pregnent
proofe of a league formaily made besween the

Secondly, if they can give cvidence, that
Xd‘.c partic hach entertained s familiar fpiriz,and

e
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had conference with it, in forme or likencflc o
a moufe, ezt, or fome other vifible creature.
Thirdly, if they atfirme upon oath, that the

which neceffarily inferreth a covenant made;
as that hee hath fhewed the fice of 2 man
fufpedted being abfint, in 3 ghfle; or ufed
Inchantment, or fiich like feats. Ina word, if
they bnzh can avouch upon their owne proper
knowledge, that fitch 2 man or woman fuf-
peéted, haveput in prallice any other aitions
of Witchcraft, as to have divined of thingsa-
fore they came to pafle,and that peremptorily;
to have raifed rempefls, to have caufed the
form of s dead man to app2arc,e: the like,ftan
ding either in divination or operation, it pro-
veth fufficiertly that he o fhe is 2 Witch.

But fome may fay, if thefe bec the onely
Rrong proofes for the convidtion of'a Sorcerer,
it will bee then impoffible to put 2ny one ro
death, becaufe the league wich Satan is clofely
made, and the pradtices of Sorcerie are zl{o ve-
rie fecret, and hardly cana man bee broughe
which upon his owne knowledpe canayene
fuch thing

1 anfwer, howfoever bozh the ground and
pradkice be fecrer, and to many unknowne, yer
thereisa way to come tothe knowledge there-
of. Foritis ufuall with Satan to promife any
thing, till theleague beratified : but whenicis
ence made, and the partie intangled in focietie
with him, then he endevoureth nothing more,
than hisor her difcoverie, and ufeeh all meanes
poffible to difclofe them. So that what ead fo-

ever the Witch propoundeth ‘to her felfe in
the league, he intendeth nothing clfe, buc her
utter confufion. Therefors in the jult judge-
ment of Ged, it often falleth ont, that thefe
which -are true Witches indeed, fhall cither
by confcffion difcover chemfclves, or by true
teftimonie bee convinced. The caufes which
move the Devill not onely to cffect, but
to haftenthis difcoveric, are two principally.

The fiell is, hismalice towards all wen, in
fohigha degree, that he cannot irdure they
(hould enjoy the world, or the benefits of this
Jife (if it were poffible) fo much as one houre.
Though thercfore by vertue of che precon-
tro, he be cock-fure of hisinttrument, yet his
malice isnot herewith facisfied, cill the partie
be brought to light, and condemucd o death.
Which may be a caveat to all il difpoled per-
fons, that they bewarc of yeelding themfelves
unto him.

The fecond, is his unfatiable defircof the
prefentand fuil pofietfion of them, whom hee
hach got within the bonds of the covenant.
For though he have good hope of chem, yecis
he not cerzaine of their continuance. The reaton
is, becaule fome united wich him in contedera-
«ie, have through the great mercie of God, by
carctuil ufige of holy meanes, and faith in
Choft, beene reclaimed and delivered cut of

his bondage, and lo ac ltng;!h,,fr:cd from hie
i ¥
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fufpeded perfon hath done:nyaétionor work, |

A | covenant, {0 as hee hath eternzlly lefe them.
Hence it is, that hee fabouirs by m
maine, to keepe them i ignorance, and to pre-
vent the ufage of micancs effetuall to their
| converfion, by layinga plot for th:cir difcevery.
| But how thew comesit to pafle, that all fuch
‘p_tn'ons are not fpeedily detefted, buc fome
‘IIV: long, and others dic without any mans
: privitic? Aafw. The reafons hereof m:y bee
| divers.
\I Firlt ; becaufe fome oncor more of them
i may belong to Gods cle@ionzand thercforeal-
!!gei_: for caufes bet knowne to himfel®, hee
fuffer them for a time to be holden in the fnares
1 of Satan, yetat lengthin mercic hee reclaimes
tilem,and in the meane time futfererh not the
B  devillro exercife thedepth of hismalice in dif-
covering them to their confufion. Againe, for
s others, the Lord may in juftice and anger fuffer
"them not to be difclofed, thatliving under the
meanes ;- where they might be reclaimed, and
wilfully contemning the fame; chey may live co
fillup themeafure of their iniquities,and there-
by bemade finally inexcufable, that they may:
receive cheir jutter condemnaticn.

Secondly, the Devill fuffercth fome to live
long undifcloftd, that they may exercife the
greater meafure of hismalice in the world; fpe-
cially if they be particsmalicioufly bent to doe
hurtto men, and ochercreatures,

Thirdly,fome Witches do warily agree with
the Devill, fora certaine cerme of yeares, du-
ring which time hee bindeth himiclte not to
hure them, butto beat thar command. And
Sacanis carefull, fpecially in cafc of hisowne
‘advantage,to keepe touch with them,thar the
may the morcitrongly cleave unto him on their

parts. Butif cthe cafe fo ftand, that ne.cher che \

partic fufpected confefleth, nor yer fufficient
witncfles canbee produced, which areablete
convi& himor licr cither of thefe two wayes;
we have no warrani out of the word cicher in
generall, or in fpeciall, 1o put fuch a one to
death. For though prefumption bee never fo
ftrong, yet they are not proofes fufficient for
conviction, but onely for examinacion.

I would therefore wifh and advife all Jurers,
who givetheie Verdi¢t uponlifc and death in
courts of Affiles, to take good heed, tharas
they be diligent in zeale of Gods glorie, and
the'good ot his Church, in deieing of Wit-
ches,by all fufficient and lawfullmeans;( Iikee
wife they would be carefull whatthey doc and
not to condemne any pastic fufpreted, upsn
bare prefumptions, wictout [t nd tifficie
cneproofes, that they be nor guiltie thraugh
their owne rafhnefle of (hedding mnoccnt

bloud.
Sedl. I11.

Quelt. V1V wkeiher a suan mey preves

the damger of witchcrafi ; andif bee iy,

what remediesbez myy bassfully aid

ofectizally ofe againftir?
Oovooe 2

o

To

G645

-




| 646

thata manmay. And for the manifefation of|
this point, the Remedies of Witch-craftare to
bee confidercd. In the handling whereof, [ wilt:

true, Jawfyll, aod effe@uall Remedies allowed
and preferibed in the word. Secondly,theun-
lawfailand fuperfiitious meares preicribed and
practifedin the Rowmifh Church.

Lawfuli Remedies of Witcheraft, beof two
forts 3 Prefervative, and Refloratives Preferva-
tive are thofc, which kecpe 2 man from the.

eitherifinch 25 keepe fafe the perfons of mea, ar
fuch as prefcrve the places of meas aboad.

For the perions of men, thereis one fove-
raig

hurt of Witcheraft. And thefe be of two forts; !

oA Difeaurfe of Witcheraf.

Tothis queftion wee anfweraffirmatively,| A ! exercile thy patience,Imake deniall, thou wft |
 reftehy feife contented in my good will and |

procecd in this order. Firft, to ferdowne the |

'
|
1

i

pleafurc.

| monly moved, may be wcfolved : Whether the
 fervant and childe of God maybe bewirched
joernot?

Outofchat which hath beene fkid, -;nﬂv:‘r, g

| he may;and thatis plaine by the Word.Forby
| Geds periniffion,the holy badic of Chrift him-

felle wasby Sazan tranfporeed from place to
\phrc, Matth. 4. Righteous 706 was miferably
J affliéted in his bodie by the powwer of the De-
| vill;and his childien,who no donbt were Gods
 fervants, and broughe up in bis feare, as theis
| father was,were flainé by the fame power. Yea,

ne prefervarive; Andthatis, tobe within B ?hriﬁ himfeife tefificch, Luk.13. 16, Thara
fovedin |1

brersf oA

the covenant of grace, made and in
the Galpel by the bioud of Chrift,and thatnot
cutward'y in profeilion onely, asali thofe be
which are withinthe compaflc of the Church,
but cruly and indeed, as all the Eleétare. And

2 manis theninthe covenant, when God of his
grace in the ufe of the meanes, gives him a
true knowledge of tae nature of it, and of con-
ditions required in the fame on both pares :and
withall gives him a trueand live!y faith, to ap-
i prehend and applieto himfklfe the promife of
| God. in Chrift, touching remiffion of fines,
and life everlafling : yea, Farther to fhew forth
J hisfaith by the fruits of true repentance, and
new obedicnce, When 2 man in this manmer
comcesto be bronghe withinthe covenant, and
isiuChrifl, he thenreceives sffurance of Gods
favour, and to hiznbrlong the promifes depen-
| ding chercupou, towit, ~otonely of the com.
Horable priizace of Gods Spirie, but of the
prefonce and iy protection of his holy
s Angcls, to pizch their teats about him, to
keepe him [3icin foule and bodie, frem the
power and malicious practices of Satan and his
membeis. Thegrounc ofthis aflurance islaid
downe in the word, Plal. 92, 1o, [Hee fouchl give
has Aigels charee overrhee, e Aud the fpeech
of Balasm confinneth thie fame, who when he
was hired o Balac tocurfe Gods people, and
| had ofientimes afiayed to dee it,bur could not,
i at la{the bieakes outinto thisconfeffion, There

s a0 Wircheraft againft lacob, nor Sorcerie a-
for fothe wordsare tobe read,
according o the true meaning and circumftan-
cesoithetest.) Asif he fhould have 3id,Twas
of thy opinion (O Balac) that Iirael might
be cured,burafiererialimade, 1found by good
experienee, that I could doe that peopie of
God rohnre by mive Inchantments.
Bowbeir we muft here remember, that the
‘p:cn.:’fc of protection made Gods chil-
dren is notablolute, but admiczerh exception,
1 assll sther promifes oftemporall bleffing doe,
{and tharinthis manser: Thou fhalcbe parcas
lcr of this orthat blefling,2.d this orchat curfe
fhallbee removed, ifithe expadient for chee:
autes,tourie thy faich,and to

| , thatis, ef the faich of
| Abraham, had beene 1roubled eighicene yeares
| with & [pirit of infirmitie, which the Devill cau-
| fed by bewing her bodie together, fo 25 (hee
" could not lift herfelfe up, v. 15. And thercfore
| wheseas fome mea are of this minde, thaccheir

{ faith is fo fhrong, that all the Witches in the |

| world, and ali the Devils in hell cannot hure
{them; they are much deceived. Thistheir faith
115 buc 2 fond prefumiption,and no true faith.For
[ no man inthe casth can abfolutelyaffure him-
x [clfe of fafetie and proteion from the Devill :
1 and sfany could, ic were the child of God ; but
Salomon iaith, thas allowtward t!ingsmay come
| alike bush 10 she good and vo the bad,Ecclel.g.z.
C| - Howbcitinthiscafe thereis greatdifference
bezweenethe fervantef God, and an unrepens

empted from Witcheraft, yet heeis athoufand
fold more free from the power thereof, than
other imen are. For there is onely one cafe, and
no more,wherinthe devill hath any way powa
ertoiwrchim,and thatis,whenit pleafech God
by that kind of croffe,to make triail of his faich
and patience, and out of this cate, he is alwaics
fice fromthe annoyance of thevilett Wicches in
the werlds

1t thea thisbe theanely foveraigne prefer-
vative 1o keepea man fafe and fure fromthe
power of Witches, and of the Devill, to have
partinthe covenant of grace, tobe made par-
D) takerof Chrift, by a true faich, tettified by dy-
g unto allfinne, and living unco God innew-
nefte of life: weemuft noc content our felves
wich 2 formall profeffion,asmany in the vifible
Church doe, which wanting the life of faith,
@ocnotlive o Chrift 5 but trive ro goe further
andto adorne our profeffion, by framing our
lwesaccordiug to the word, that wemay have
{our portion in this excellent privilege of pre-
!fervationgfromthe powerand malice of che c-
|nemics ofGsod, and all ungodly perfons.

Preferyatives of the fecond fort, are fuchas
concernethe placesof mensaboad. ForSatan
contentesh not himfelfe to have manifeited his
malicein afflidting mens perfons, bug ke al-
(o wilargech the fame 0 ihe moleftztion of

- By warrant of thisdoétrine,a queftion com=

zant finner. Though the godly manbenorex-|:




ayre, and fuch hike, Theonely cifectuallmeans
ta remedie chis cvill,isthe Sanctification of the,)
places of our habitation.Leoke as we are wont
Lo fanétific ourmeat and drink,by Gods word,
and by prayer,and thereby procure bis bleffing
tipon his owne ordinance for our refrething : 1oy
inlike manner may wee fanctifie the places of!
suraboad, and thereby both procure the ble-
fing which we want, and al{o avoid mzny cur-
fes and dangers,which ocherwife would fail up-,
onus.

the places where they dwell, by infecting the A

fexentie Difciples 1o preach iu Jurie, at their
returne he gave this teflimonic of the effedt of|
mcixminifgic, That hee i Sacas full downe,
frors beaven like lightnmg, Luk.. 1o, 18, his
meaning waschis; As ighanieg is fuddeply and |,
violently fent out of :h;gfl mld‘,’:‘ng (1‘5‘1‘:"\%:::‘)
caft downe to the cargh by thic cracke of the
thunder :even fo Satanthe Prince of che world,
thatruleth in.the heares of the difobedicnt,was |
calt downe, and his kingdome ruinated by the
powerofthe Gofpell preached. Inthe times of

If any fhall thinke the Confe of hoye

cheddevill crinmpheth frecly withour

{esand places in this fore, to be ameere device
of irans braine ; let them remember, thacin the
Old Teft befides the dedicaiion of the

u?:zrmhlf:mcm, but themilt .and darkacfle of
his delulious- canvor poffibly abide the brighe
beaws of Gads glorious will revealed by prea-

Temple, aliowed by all, there wasa Lawpre-
feribed to the Jews,for the fpecial dedication ef
every manshoule: Ifany hath builea new boufe
(l'ai:K M fes) andhath not dedicare it, let him
retmine againz,c-e. Deut. 20. 5.As who (hould
fay, heehath omicted a neceffarie dutie. Now |
this dedication was nothing elfe,but che fancti-
fication of them by word and prayer, wheicia i
they made acknowledgment,that they became|
theirs by the free gifc and bieffing of God, and |
further defired a free and lawhill ufe of the |
fame o his gloric and their mutuail goods A
dutie which hath beene performed by the fer-
vants of God in ancient times.

Thefirft ching that e foraham did, when he
camefrom Vr of the Chaldeans, to the land of |

the building of an Altar for the worfhip of |
God, hisfacrificingthercon, and calling upon
the name of the Lord, Geu. 12,8, The fame
did Neah beforehim athisfisft comming oue
of the Arke after the flood,Gen. 8. 20.and /-
cob after him n Bethel. And they were all
moved hereunco; becaufe they kuew cheir
comfortable aboad inthofe places,came nut by
their owne endevour, but from the blcfling of
God.Whenzhe good king Hezekiah keptche
Pafcover in Jerulalem, Ius principall care was
that the Pricitsand all the prople miglt firft be
{auétificd and therefore he prayed unto God to
be mercifull to them that were not fanétified,
2 Chron. 30.18. Aud as he behaved himfelfe
in his kingdomie, fo (hould every matierofa
fanulic benave himfelfein his houfe where hee
{ dwelleth, labouring to fanétifie the fime that
Vizmay be comforcable to him and his; left for
negledt chereof,he pullupon himftife and thofe
that belong unto him, the heavie hand of Goed
inplagucs and punifhments,

The fecond kind of Remedies are Reftora-
tive, which lerve to defiver men from Witch-
craft, by curing the hures of Witches in the bo-
dics of ‘men, or other creatures. In the hand-
ling whereot,firft, we will confider,haw whole
countries,and then how evdey private man may
be cured and delivered. Whele Countricsand |
Kingdomesare freed and cured fpecially by one ;
mcanes; The publifhing and embracing of the |

Canaan, which God gave him to poffefle, was | C

ching, ¥he Lord of anciene times commpn-
ded his pepple not to doe according ¢o, thoke
nations, among whom they dwelt i Canaan,
by practijing Wicchcrale, or fallowihs after
Sorcerie, Dy, 18. 9. &c. And chatchey mighe
beable’to obey this commandement, CHofes
preferibed unto thein this Reftorative, sbe re-
verens dxdabicdiers hesring of the Lords Pro.
phets, vy k8, Inthis our Churcl: if wee would
be healed of pur wounds, and banifh. Satan
fromampng us, whogreatly annoyeth a grear
number of our people by his dclufions and
damnable practices of Sorceric; the auely way
tobring itto paflc s the maijtaining ofa dear-
ued Muiftérie, the advancing ot Prophess, by
whofe laboutsthe Gofpell may flourifh,. For
the faithfull difpen(ation thercof isthe Lords
owng srmg.3ad fecpeer, wherby. kee beateth
downe the kingdowie of darkncfle, and con-
foundcth the workes aud caterprifes of the
Devill, . :

The fecond fore of Refteratives, ferve for
thecure of particular perions: for howfoever
che gittand power of caftivg ouc Devils and
curing witcherattbe orlinayily cealed,fnce the
Apottles times, it beinga gifz peculiar to the
Primitive Church, and giventoic onely during
theinfancic of che Gofpell; yer theremay bee
uieanes ufed,, and thac effe@uall, forche caiing
of any perfon thatis bewitched by Satans in-
Rruments. Thofe therefore that are in thefe
daics tormented in this kinde, muft doc three
things.

Firlt, cheymuft enzer inzo a ferious examina-
tion of themlelves, and confider thecaule for
which i¢ pleafeth God to fuffer Sazan to exer-
cife them with thatkind ofcraffe. And here up-
ou diligent eaquiric, they fall finde thar their
owne huijes are the tcue and-proper caufes of
thele evilse When Saw/was dibbedicnt o the
commandementof God, the Lord feat upon
him an cvill fpiric co vex him, 1. Saow 150 Hy-
menen: and Alexander fos theic peltilenterrors
were both caft oucof the Church, and given |
up alfs coSacay, thatthey might leacnc oot co
blafpheme, & Tun, 3. 30, in the fame manner |
was che inceftuous peclun dealt wichall, s Cur."

§e 5. | ) i
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dly, after chis i

parsics muft thew forch their faich, whereby |
they depend on the free favour and mercie of

Ged fortheir deliverance. Howmay this bee |
done2by heartie prayer unto God joyned with “
falting that the fame may bee more eameft. In

which praier the maine defire of the heart muft |
beabfolutely for the pardon of their finnes,and |
then for deliverance from the hurts and tor- |
ments of diabolicall peifons:y bfolucely, |
as for the other, but with this condition,fo far- |
forthasic tands with Gods glorie, and their |
owne goed. For thefe 2re the bounds snd li-

mits of all temporall good things ; ofthemthie |
Lord makes no atfoluce promifc, but with |
thefe conditiens and qualifications.

Thirdly,the partiesbewitched muft patient-
Iy beare the prefent annoyance,. comforting
themfelves wich this, thatit isthe Lordsowne
hand, by wholc fpeciall providenceircomesto
paffe,and who turnethali chings to the geod of
his chofen. Againe, they are torémember that
he being 2 moft wife God, and loving father |
in Chrift; will not fufferthemto betried above |
tharthéy bee ablcto beare, but in his goed |
time will granta joyfull iffuc. Now when the |
bewitched fhall thus fubmit thenfeives unto |
God, in the crofie, beit that hee (upon fome |
caufes)deferre their deliverance, yevthey (hall |
not finally be deccived of their hope. For ci«
therinthis fife, at the appointed cime, or in
theend ofthis life, by deach chey (hall be erer-
nally delivered, and put in prefent poficffion of
everlafting eale and happineffe. Thusmuch of
therrue remedies againt Wiecherafe,

Inthe next place wee are a little to cxsmine
thefalicand fuperftitious Remedies, preferibed
and vfed by them ofthe popifh Church.

The moft learncd Papits of this age doe
teach and avouch, thatthereisin Geds Church
an ordinarie gift and power, whereby fome
menmay cxftoutdevils,and helpe aonoyances
thaccome by Witches. The Prote@ancisof 2
contraric judgemeat, and holdeth accordingto
truth, that theee 1snow no fuch ordinarie gift
lefees the Churchof God,fince the daies of the
Apoftles.

Reafous of this opinion may be thefe,

Firit, cafting out of Devils, and curing fuch |
{ annoyances, are exsraordinarie and miraculous
‘ workes.For Ciirift accounteth handling of fer-
| penss without hure fpeaking wichnew tongues,
i:uri.ﬂg of difeafes by impatition of hands, (all
i which are things of lefle moment) to be mira-
| cies, Mark,16.18,19. butali thefe lefler works,

yea, theordin:rie power of workingthem, is
cealed : for it was onely given to the Apoitles
inthie Primitive Chureh, as ameanes to con-
firme the doériveof the Golpell to unbelee-
vers, thatnever hezrd of Chrilt before,So Pasi
tarch, Siravgetengacs (thatis, the giftotfpea-
!\k g itrange Lesgnages, withous ordinaricteas
chatg)urc for o iigac, wo: to them thas baleeve,
fov beleevs nos, 1 Cori14. 230

Jhai i

it

, the fzme | A} And for the fame

of Witcheraft.

cad wereall exi
| gifts chen given, Seeing therefore the dolirine
| ofthe Golpell hach beenealreadie citablifned,
| and the truth thereof fufficicatly confirmed by
i miracles in the Primitive Church, the (me
gift muft needs ceafe unto us. Forif ic fhould
ttill concinue, it would caliinto queltioneheefe
ifeétof the Apofolicall preaching, and implic
thus wuch, chat the Goipell wasnor wellefta-
| blifhed, nor fufficiently confirmed by theirex-
i(l’lu!di“:lit Minifierie, and miracles acconipa-
| nying the fame. Againc, 1 giftof working
| miracles fhould remaine, then the promife of
{ God forhis fpecialand extraordinary afliltance
| thercim, (hould yet continue : for the giftand
- [ promife goc togerher fo long as the promnfeis
B! inforee, fo long isthe gifcalio: butthe promife
{twadeby Chritt, /nmyname [hailthey caft ous
Devils, ardfpeskewithnew tangses, Mark. 16,
| wasin force onely in the perlons and Minifie-
| ric ofthe Apeftles,and thofe thac had extraor-
| dinaric and immediste catlivg from God, ard
{itceafed whea they and their cailing ceated,
{ Thesefore #f Muifiers now fhauld lay their
| hands on the licke, they fhould uor recover
{them :ifthey fthould auneynt chem with Oyle,
|itfhould doe them no good, beczule they have
|0 prowife.
| Howbeitthe Papifts fiand Riffcly in defen
ding the continuance of shefe gifts.

Firft, they {ay, the Church of the New Te-
famencis nothing inferiourto that ofthe Old.
The Jewith Church before the commirg of|
Chiiit, wasthe Chutch of the Old Teitament,
and had the power and giftof calling cuc De-
vils. Sofaith our Saviour himfelte, Macth, 12,
27.0f 1shrengh Beelzebub caft out Devilsthen
by whom dee your childrew caft thess out? In
which words hee aferibeth this giftuntoche
!ch:s, therefore it (hould feeme the fame re-
{maineth ftill in the Church.
| 4xf. Thatplaccof Seripture is diverfly ex-
pounded, Some by children there meatiosed,
underftand the Apottics, who were Jewee
{ borac, and had received from Chuift this gite
{ and power to caft our Devils. Which ificbe fo,
{ie makech not for chem, becaute shey hadic ex-

! traordinarily. But Lrather chioke,that by chil-
"dren, arc meant the Exorcifing Jewes, before
iChrilii time,who did calt ouc devilsambg thé,
| pretending an abilitie to doethis worke inthe
name of Ged ; whercssin truththey we call
| flzc Sorcerers,and did it by vertue ofaicsgue &
| compact made withthe Devil. Which pradtice
| hath beeuc of long cantinuance, and s at this
| day common and ufual among che Popith forz.

°

5 And tharthere were fuch Excoraits among the
Jewes, icisevident. For fuch were thof: Vaga-
bonds which came to Ephefus,and tookeupon
“themto caft out devils by the name of /efins,
(and Paxl, AR.19. 13- but the man in whom
! the evill {piric was, ({0 foone a5 he had adjured
! the fpitit) ranne wpon:hem, and mightily pre-

| vailed againft chem, v.16. Now it they had

i done
—— — ¢
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donethis great worke by the po
(as they pretended) the holy Ghoft wouldnot
have called them Exorcifts and Vagabonds, |
ncither could the evill ipirit poffibly have over- !
come them ashe did. Againe, inthe Haftories *
of the Jewes are recorded many practices of
liuch as exercife this power among them. ‘Rg-
praelthe Angell tellech Tobi, thata perfume
made of the heartand liver of afith, will helpe
a man vexed with an evill 1piric, Tob. 6. 7.
which countell is flar Magick, for there is nq
tuch vertuein the liveror a fifh., And in other
hiftories weread, thatone Eleaztra Jew, b ]
the fincil f a cereaine root pirc ro chenofeof a ¢
man pollefled with a devill,caufed the devill to !
come out of his noltrils, and forlake him; |

Zefpajinand others. This alfo waseffedted by |
meere conjuration. For what veriue can there |
bec in any rooc or herb in the worid, availe-!
able to command and enforce S. i
fromaman poflefled? And yet fu !
played by fundry Magicians among the Jewes.
Wherupon I conclude, that the meaning of our i
Saviourin the place alleaged, isin ehus
much y I77 by the power of Beclzebib, Gre.thac
15, you have among you fundrie Magicians 20d
\Exorcifls, who pretend and exercife che gift of
«calting out Devils, and you thinke they doe it
by the power of God, why then doe you not
carrie the fame opinion of me alfo ?

Their fecond reafon is grounded on the pro-
mifeof Chrilt, Mark. 16.17. Theferokens fhull | C
foilow them that belecve, In my nansethey fball |

|
i

cuftour Devils, Gre, whence they gather, that
there fhall be alwaies fomein the Church,who
{hall have powerto caft forthDevils, if they
belceve.

Auf. That promile waemade by Chriftun-
to his Church, to be fulfilled immediately afice
hisafeention. Tt did not extend toalltimes,and
perfons,to long asthe world endureth,butone-
ly to the times of the primitive Church, and to
luch as chen hived.For to them only the doétrin
of the Gofpell was to be confirmed by fignes
and miracles.And this lafted about 200.ycares
nextafter Chiift bis afcenfion. Daring which
time, not onely the Apolties and Mmilters,bue
cven privatemen and fouldiers wioughtmany p
miracles.

The third reafon is taken from experience,
which(asthey fay)inall agesfrom the Apolties
times to. this day fheweth, that chere have bin
alwaics fome in the Church, which have had
this gift of catting out Devils, and curing the
hurts of Witcheratt,

(v, Thisgitt continued not much above
thefpaccof 3o0.ycars afier Chrifk.From which

true gifeof working Miraclesthen ceafed, and

inficad thereot came m delulions, and lying i

cr of God | A wonders, by sheeffectual] working of Saran,as

which thing wasdonc in publikeplace before |13

!t was foretold by the Apoltle, 2 Thetl'z.0 O

“which fore were and are-all thofe miraclésof
the Romifh Church, whereby fimple people
havebeene notoriontly deluded. Thefe mdecd
have there continued “from that time to this
day. Burtis gife of the boly Ghoft, whercof
thic Queftion is made, céajed long before.

To proceed yer furthier, we are heérgrocon-|.
fider the particular Remedics, which they of|
the Popifhy Church have prr(‘cxibedagainﬂl\lic,
hurtsehas have come by Wik herafe, And dicy
are principally five.

Lo ATziamelefis

114, Tlevfeoftle R

LUT, The figne of the Crogfe.

11, Hellowed ereatsres.

v Vo Exoreifmes, ’ .

i L Fift, for the name Jefiss - Thus much we
grangthacany Chrittian may Jawfully callup- |+
onthe name of Jefiw in_prayer, for the helpe
and deliverance of thofe that are poffeffed and
bewitched, bue yes wich the caveat and condi-
tion before fpecitied, 1fit be the will of God,
and if theirrecovery may mske for his glory,

,thebenefitof the Church, and the good of the

| partiesdifeafed.

i Bue the Papift by cheufe of thisname, in-
tendech a fusther matter, to wit, that the very

Iname uetered in fo many leucers and fyllables,

is powerfull to caft cutDivils, and o helpe

thofe that are bewitchied. For when it iy utie-
red,then (fay they) the amboricicof Chriltis
| prefens, thatthe woikie may bedone. A Hacun-
truth, and a pradtice full of danger. For let
thisbe well conlidered, wha:focver any man
doth in this cafe, he muft doc it by vertue of
his cailing, and have aifo his wairane for the

i doin, thercof out of the word; whichif hee
want, and yet will undereake fuch a worke, he

i may jultly fearc the Iike event that befellthe
s vagabond Jewesthat were Exorcifls, Adt.19.
13.Now the Church of Chrift hath no warrant
in the word, to ufe this narac of’ Chritt for any

fuch purpofe ; neicherhath auy ordinary Chri-

| ftiana fpeciall callivg from God fo to doe.

{ Theretore hemay not doc it.

Aud whereasthey would bzare menin hand,

_thatche faid name, of all the names of Chrift,

‘andabove allotherthings, is of moft fpeciali

jvertwe, though it bee uied cven by 2 man thar

| wantesh faich, Lecaute the Apefle faith, Arihe

{same of Tejus cocry buce foull bers, botl of theirgs

Vin heaven, incarth, aidunder the e2rih,Phil, 2,
1oand by things under che carth are meanetie

! Devils we mutt knosw thar cheivatlegationis

I1veake, and chacdhiey greatly abule the plice.

i For there the nane Z2fies, s noc onely atitle of

ssof Sairts,

| powerindeed(if they baditaz ¢
! might be able o cure the busts
t

a2

time many hereiies beganne to fpread them- }Clniﬁ, bue withail f?gw;':ﬁ; he power, maje- !r
felyes ; and chen fhorely after Poperiechatmy- | ﬂxr,andzugh(_mmoﬂ,l_mﬂ,'ﬁ::mg aztheright ! ‘
feric of iniquitic beginaingto fpring up, and had of'xlx:mhlcr,w which ail creatur : uhia- !
to dilaceit felfe ja the Churches of Europe, the | | ven,earth,and helare made fubi=ctand i i

! i
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1. The fecond {peciall Remedie is the Ufe| A
of Saints Reliques ; astheirbooks,bones,appa-
rell, Baves, or fuch like, whichbeing burtou-
ched ofthe partics vexed, are excellent meancs
torecoverthem.

4. Theufe of thefe things, to the purpo-
fes aforefaid, isa meere fuperltitious pratice.
For firft, they have not the true Reliques of
the Saints, as would plainly appeare, if atrue
Taventory were takenofallfuch asthey fay are
tobe found in their Monalterics and Churches.
Sccondly,though they had them,yethave they
no warrant or callingtoufe them tothisend:
for in all the Word of God, there is neither
coramardenient to warrant theufe,nor promifc
toaflurcany manofa b:cfﬁug upontheuf€of|p
them. Albeit they would feeme to have fome
warrant, and therefore they zlicage that which
is writcen, 2 King, 13. 21. of @ dead man, who
being for haflethrowse into the fepulchre of
Elifk:a, {ofoone as he touched the bones of -
Uifpa, revived, and ftood upon his fect. To this
alfothey adde theexamples of cures done by
Perersfhadow, A&. 5. 15.20d fundrie difea-
fes healed by Paxls handkerchiefes, AG19.12.
Arf. Thele things indeed are true, but they
» ferve noching to their purpofe. For firft, the
quickning of the dead fouldicr, came not from
any vertuc in the corps of Elyfba; bue it was
amiracle, which itpleafed Godthento worke,
by meancs of the corps, thatthe Jewes at that
| time might bee confirmed inthe truth of that
dotrine, which Efifha had taught chem from | o
God, and whick before his death they had
neglected,as T have before fhewed. And it was
athing oncly then done, and never fince.ltcan.
not therefore be a ground for theordirarie ufe
of Reliques. Againe, touching the otherex-
amples : 1 anfiver,thatboth Peser ind Panlhad
the gift of working miracles, and having the
giff, they mighe uic fuch meanes for the prefent
to curedifealts. But the Papifts arc notableto
fhew, that God hach given chem the like gitr,
whereby they might be warranted for theufe
ofthe like meancs: neichercan theyafluredly
hope for {uecefie,although they fhould under-
rake toufethem.

111 Thechird Remedie, is the figne of the
Croffe, made upon the bodic of the partietor-
mented, Behold o whata height of impierie
they are growne,afcribing thatto the creature,
whichis proper tothe Creator. Forthe power
of workiog miracles, is proper onely to the
Godhead. The Prophetsand Apoftles in their
times did not worke them of themfelves, but
were onely Gods paffive inftruments, in this
manucr: Whenthe Lord intended by themto
worke any miracle, they ieceived from himat
th' (ametime an extraordinarieand fpeciall in-
fist, whercby they were moved to attempe
the worke. They therefore yeclded themfelves
to the prefent motion of Gods Spirit, to be his

jinftruments oncly in the dilpenfarion of the
i

D

sworkc :but the fole suthor and producer of the

A —e e

miracle, was God himfelfe. Ard inchiscafe the
verymanhood of our Saviour Chrit, confide-
red apart from his Godhead, had nopowerof'
itfelfe, but was onely the inftrument of his
Godliead, whenfoever it pleafed him in that
kind to manifeft the fame.Wherefore to afcribe
this vertue tothe Croffe being a creature,orthe
worke of a creature, is to communicate the in-
communicable power of the Creator to ir,
whichis plaine blafphemie.

1V. The fourth Remedie,is the ufing of hal-
lowsd things ; as hailowed graines,fulr, water,
bread,images;(pecially theimage of Agmss dei,

eAnfHallowed creatures areintruth unbal-
lowed fuperRitions. Forevery creature is fan-
{ified by the word and prayer, 1 Tim, 4.4. by
the word, when Godin his word commands
usto ufeit for fome end ; and by prager, when
wegive him thanks for giving the creature, and
withall defire his blefling in the ufe thercof.
Now let any Papift fhew me one lecter o fil-
lablein ali the booke of God, commanding the
ufe of a creature for any fuchend.

They affieme indecd, that Efifbe wrought
miracles by hallowed alt,for by ithe cured the
bicter waters, 2 King, 2.21. But the Prophet
ufed not hallowed, but common falt, and that
netordinarily butenly then,asameaas where-
by to worke a miracle.It was therefore power-
fullin his hands, becaufe for the doingshereof,
hehad powerand warrant from God cxtraor-
dinarily:and it cannot be fo inanyother,which
have not the fame gift.

V. Thefifth and laft Remedie, is Exorcifme,
whichisan adjuring and commanding the De-
villinthe name of God,to depart from the par-
tie poflefied, and ceafe tomoleft himany more.
This racanes was ufed by our Savionr Chrift
himfelfe, and after him by his Apoftlesand o-
ther beleevers in che time of the Primitive
Church,whenthe gift of working miracles was
inforce : butin thefe daies(as 1 faid before)chac
giftis ceafed,and alfo the promifc of power an-
nexed to the ufe of adjuration: and therefore
the meanes thereof muft needs ceafe. And for
an ordinaric man now to command the Devill
in fuch fore,is meere prefumprion,and a pradtice

of Soscerie.
Sett. 1V.

1V.Quelt, Whesher the #itches of our age

areto be purifbed withdeath, and ihat by vertue |

ofthis Lawef Mofes?

1 doubt not,bu inthislaft age of the world,
among usalfo,this finnc of Wizcherafoughe
{harply to be punifhed asin the former times :
and all Witches being thorowly convidted by
the Magiftrate, oughtaccording tothe Law of
Mofesvobe pur to death. For proofe hereof,
confider thefereafons.

Fizft, this Law of Mofes flatly enjoynethall
men, inall ages, without limitation of circum-
@ances, pot to fuffer the Witch to live : and
heteuponTgather, thatitmuft ftand the l';m:};

ot




both now and for ever to the worlds end.

Patrons of Wicches except againft this, hol-
dingthat it wasa Judiciall Law, which con-
tinu¢d biit fora time, and conceried oncly the
Nation of the Jewes, and is nowceafed. But
I'take cthe concrary to be the cruthi,and thag up-
ontheie grounds.” .

I. Thofe Judiciall Lawes, whof¢ penaltis
is death,becauft they have in them-a perpeeuall
cquitie, and doc ferve toaiaintaine fome mo-
rall precepr, are perpetuall. The Jewesindeed
had fome Lawes ot thiskinde, whofe punifh-

acertaine time : but the penaltic of Wicchcraft,
being Death by Gods sppointmeng; and the
infliting of that punifhment, ferving to main-
taine the equitie of the three firttmorall pre-
cepes of the firft Table, which cannot be kept

neceffarily follow, thatitis inthat r gard mo-
rall,and bindsus, and fhall in like forcbindeall
men inall ages,as well as the Jewes themlelves,
20 wha it was ac chidrtime pertorially direéted.
1L Every Judiciall Lawthat bath in it the
equitie ofthe Law of nature, is perperuall ; bue
this Law of punifhing the Witchby death, is
tiuch. Foritis a principle of the Law of nature,
holden for a grounded eruth in all- countries
and kirgdomes,among all people inevery age,
thatthe zraycor who is anenemicto the State,
and rebelfeth againft his lawfull Prince, fhould
beput to death : now the molt nétorious tray-
tor and rebell that can be,is the Witch.For fhe
renounceth God himfelfe, the King of kings,
the leaves the focictie of his Church and peo-
ple,fhebindeth her felfe in league with the de-
vill : and thercfore ifany offenderamong men,
oughe to fuffer death for his fadt, much mare
ought fhe, and that of duc defere.

The fecond reafon for the proofe of the
point in hand, is this ; According to CMofes
law, every Idolater was tobe foned to deach ¢
Deutcr, 17.v.3, 4, 5. If there bee foind any
among jou , that bath gone and ferved other
gods.usthe Suxne, the Moone,or any of the hoaft
of heaven : ifthething upon enquiriebe foundto
be tr1:e und cerraine, thow (balt bring thews foreh
santothy gates, whether it be man or womian, an
[halt ffone them with ffonestsll they die. Mo w this
is the very cale of a Witch, the renouncethi the
true God, and makezh choice to ferve the de-
vill, (heis therefore a groffe Idolater, and her
punifliment muft be fucable. It is alleaged by
the favourers of the contrary part, that Perer
denizd Chrift, and yet was ot pusto death : [
anfwer, there 1sgvc:tdxfftrcnccbc:wccu Peters
deonit of Chritt, and Witches denying of
God. Perers denyall was upon iatitmitic
and in hafte : the Witch denycth God upon
knowledge and deliberation, wittingly and
wiilingly. Againe, Perer did not uponthe de-
riall berake himteife rothe devill, buttuened
uneo Ciirilt againe, which hee tettified by his
hearry and fpeedie repencance: but Witches

~c-/i Difconrfe of W itcl’cmﬁ.

ments were temporall, and they lafted only for |

unleffe chis Law be put inexceudon; it muft |

A | dg:ly God,aedbeiake themizlves trhie Devil,
of their owne accord, as is aneitelt cven by
their owace confeflions ac their anaigumeiys.
The third reaton. Evesy feducer in the
Church, whote practice wasto draw men frem

1 it wereamans owne foune or danghiter, wifc or
* Iriend, by the peremprorie deczee and com-
: mandementofGod, was at no hand 10 be Ipa-
! red or pitied, bur the hand of the witnetle it
i and- chea the hands of all the'people wulbisce
upon him, o kill him, Deut. 3.6, 9. If s
beefo, no Witchies convicted o b o efcapt
thc fivord of the Magittrate & for chey amctic
moft notarious feducers of all other, When
they bee once intangled i the Devils league,
B they labour ta inure their dearett friends and |
ofleritic in theircurfed and- abominable |->'u~
;‘u.:cs;:hnl they may be the more cafily dra-wne
j neo the fame contederacic ; wirrewith they

: themlelves are-unived co Satany i m:ght herc.-‘

alleage that ey delerve deach, “becaufe many
of them vee murtherers; buc 1 fand not afon
 thac inftance,becaufe L ho'd inche generail shat
I Witches arcnotto be fuffered to ﬁvc, though.
j they doe 0o bure enlier to man or other crea-
; tures, and chae by vewtue of Citufes law, onely
; forcherr leagues fake, whereby they become
rebelsto God, Idolaters and feducers, as now|
hath beene fhewed. Yet nocwichitanding-all
thac hath beene fad, many things arc bm:whr
in defence of them, by tuchasbe cheir fiiends
and well-willers,
Fiel, it is {ad, chat the hurt that is done,
| comes not from the Witch, but from the devit :

C

the true God to the worthipot. Idoss, thougich

hedeferves the blamebecaute itis his woke,

begranted, chatthe Wiceh isnot the author of |
the evill thac isdone, yer theis a coutederare |
and partncr with che devill in thefaét, and i |
the law takes hold on hier. Sce irina familiar |
comparifon. A companic of men conlpire toge-
ther ina robberic, by common coutene fome
ftandinopen place co cipic out the boatic. and
to give the watchword others are fetabou the
paflage, privily to rufhupon the man, and ro

faith che Law?The partiesthar gave the wazch-
word, though they did nothing cothe man,yet
being acceflories,and abettors 1o the robberic
by confent, they are theeves, and liable to cone
demnation and exccution, as well as the princi-
pals. Even fo (tands the cafe wich the Witch,
Inthe working of wonders, and in all o
vous practices,he or {}
villby conitnc of o i the Wrech ancly
ufeth the warchword,in tome charme orothera
! ,and doth nomore;; the devillupennotice
i given by the Charme, takes his opporwunitie,
i and works thie wifikicfe. Heische principali a-
| gene,bue the other yeeldedh helpe,and istight-
ily liable to punifhmenz. The reafon 13, ! ecaute
Lifthe Devili were not fured up, and provoked
| by the Witeh,he would neyer de fo rauch hure

as

D

and fhe isnoc to dic for his linne. Aufiv. Let ic!

|

fpoyle him of his geods. In this caie \\'hut

\
i
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ashe doth. He had never appeared in Samuels A

likenes, had he not been folicited by the Witch |
of Endor. He wo;&d not have cauled c;:uum- i
feit ferpents and frogacs tosppearein t, !
but fo?]mnes an;ogafubm, ff: other Inglzrn- !
ters. Andin thisage there would notin likeli-
hood be (o much hurcand hinderance procured |
untomen, and other creatures by hismeancs, |
but forthe inftigation of ill difpofed perfons; |
that have fellowfhipand focietie with him. -
Againe, they objet that Witches conviéted |
cither repent,orrepent not : Ifthéy repent,then i
God-pardoneth their fin, and why fhould rfot {
the Magiftrate ss well fave theirbodies and let |
them live, as Ged doththeir foules?1f they doe |
not repent, then itisa dangerous thing forthe|

Magittrate to put them to death = for by this\ B

meancs hee kilsthelbodie and cafts the foule 1o,
hell. . s |
Asfw. All Witches judicially and lawfully
convicted, ought 1o have fpace of repentance
granced untothem; whercin they may bee in-
tru&ted and exlioreed ;and then afeerward exe-
cuted. Forit is poffiblc for them to be faved by
Gods mercie, though tiicy have denied him.
Sccondly, the Magiftrate mult exccute juftice |
upon malefalorslewfully convicted, whether
theyrepent or not. ForGod approveth the juft |
execusionof judgement upon men, withouere-|
{pecto their repentance:ncither muft cheir im- |
penitencic hinder the exccution of Juice.;
When the people of Iftacl had commiteed Ido- 'l
latric in worfhipping the golden calfe, Mofes

did not cxpeét their repentance, and in the |

meane while forbeare the punifhment, buthee
and the Levites prefently tooke their fwords
and flew them, and the Lord approved their
courfe of procecding,Exod.32.28.When Zim-
¢ an Ifraclice had commiteed fornication with
Cozbia Midianitith woman, Phireasin zeale
of Gods glorie executed jadgement upon them
both,withoutany refpect untotheirrepentance,
Num.25.8.and is therefore comraended, Pfal.
106. 30. Warres are 2 worthie ordinance of
God, and yetno Prince could ever attempt the
famelawfully,ifeveryfoldierinche field fhould |
fiay the killing of hisenemic, upon expedation !
1

of his repentance. And whereasthey fay, th“i
by executingan impenitent Witch, the Magi-
ftrate caflech away the foule; wemult know,
thactheend of execution by the Magiftrare is
not theds ion of the malefadtors foule,buc
that finne might be punifhed that others may
beware of the like crimes and offences,and that
the wickedmightbe taken away from among
Godspeeple. - ..

Butfome Witches there be that cannot bee
convidted of killing any : what fhall become of
them? AfAsthe killing Wiceh muftdie by a-
notherlaw, though he were no Witch.: fothe
healing and harmelefic Witch muft dic by this
Law, though ke kill not, onely for covenant
made with Satan. For this mut alwaics be re.
membred as 3 conclufion, that by Witcheswe
underftand not thofe onely which kill aund tor-
ment ; buralt Diviacrs, Charmers, Juglers, all
| Wizzards,commenly calied wile men and wife
[ woemen; yea whofocver doeany thing (know-

ing what they do)which cannot be efie&ted by
l nature or ars ; and inthe fame number werec-
| kon all good Witches, which doe no hurtbuc
| good, which do not fpsileand deftroy,bue fave

and deliver. Allthefe come underthis fencence
of Uiofes, becaufe they denic Ged and are
confederates with Satan. By the lawes of

England the theefe is.executed for Realing,
| and wee thinke it juft and profitable ; burit |
| were a thoufand times begter for the land, if all

¢ Witches, but fpecially the bleffing Witch

might fuffer deach, For the theefe by his ftea-
ling, and che hurefull Inchanter by charming,
bring hindranceand hure tothe bodies goods
of men ; butthefeare the right hand of the de-
vill, by which hee takech and defiroyeth the-
foules of mens Men doe moft commonly hate
and fpic at the damnifying Sorcerer,

thy to liveamong them: whercas the other’
is o deare unto them, that they hold them-!
felves and their country bleffed that have hime
among them, they flie unto him in neceffity,
they depend upon him astheirGod,and by this
meanes,thoufands arecarried away totheir fi-
nall confufion. Death therefore is the jult and
deferved portion of the good Witch.

EINIS.
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