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The Countrcy.man.

PROVING ITVTTERLY
VNLAWEFVLL TO BVY OR VSE

ouryeareclyProeNosTicaTIONS, :

Written long fince by W. P,

Esay 47.vef12,13,14.

Standwow among thine Inchanters, andinthe multitude of . Soth-fayers, (with whom thos hait weariedthy felfe
from thy youeh ) sf [o be thow maift have profir,er if o be thou maift have frength. Thos artwearicdsn the mul-

situde of thy comnfels : le mow the Affrologers, the Star-gazers, and Prognofticators fand up, and fuvethee

fromthefz things that [ball come upon thee. Behold, they fiallbe as [tubble : the firerallburne them , they fball

ot deliver their owme lives from the power of the flame : thereball be no coales to warme ar, norlight to fis by,

: Loxpov,
$a Printedby [on~ Havivanp, for [ance Bovrcer.
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Not convenientto have Prognoftications.

v Immioderate care joyned with diffruft inGod,

2 Contemspt of the providsnice of God, in not reve.

£ Cmrmingtb:bj:r.‘i
U remlyregardingis.

r

t By thetrue end of the
l Heavens.
Reafons :< . B

1 Hiunabilisy inprog-32 By want of good ex-
nofticating, proved ‘ perience.

{; By ignorance of par-
L dicular caufes,

|2 Conecrning the Waket =S, £, wuomifold omrushs.

3 Hivimpicties and prophane fpeeches, and actions,
ot feesming a Chriftian.

\4 Hitricksof deceis.
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proving it unlawfull for him to buyorufe
ouryearely PROGNOSTICATIONS.

®2 Ood Reader, T have thougheit ‘
Y| convenient (for fome fpeciall

caufes) in this fhort Treatife,
todifclofea part of my minde
unto thee, concerning the
making of Progroflications,
and ifit might bee, to perfwade thee, not to
fpend :thy money in buying any of them. I
have long ftudicd this Art, and was never
ujet untill T had feenc all the fecrets of the
awie: but ar che length, it pleafed God to lay
beforemec the prophanenefie of it, nay, Idare
boldly fay, Idolatrie, althoughit bee covered
with fairc and golden thewes. Wherefore, that
which T will fpeake with griefe, the fame I
would defire thee to marke with fomcattenti-
on. My reafon fhall partly concerne thec, part-
ly the Prognofticator himfelfe. Firft on thy be-
halfe, Ireafonthus:

The firft reafon, immode-
rate care.

1 S amandoth fec the bleffings of God

upon him,{o he muft alfo labour with a
carcfull diligence to maintaine the fate of this
life. Butbecaule the affeétion of maniscarried
head-longuntoa greedy covetoufhefle:chisde-
fire of over-much carpingand caring, muft bee
bridled with two ftrongbits : Firft, all our
care muft extend it fclfe no further than che
prefent day : Secondly, in caring we muft not
truftunto our felves, bue fix all our confidence
inthe mercy and providence of God who bicf-
feth all, and without whofc goodneflc nothing
cancome to paffe, doe what we will. As tou-
ching the ficft, we have the direction of our $a-
viour Chiift : who teacheth usto pray on this
Wife; Give rthis day owr daily bread; whercby
weare giventounderftand, that wecare onely
tofecke for the prefent time, refting wich this
perfivafion, that hee which hath bletfed us this

A fhew his like goodnefle uato us. Againe, in

the fame place, our Saviour Chrift fpeaketh on
this wife, Care not thenfor the morrow ; for the
worrow fLall care for it felfe : the day bhath
enaugh with kis owne gricfe. By this we learne,
that God will provide forevery day all things
neceffaty, though wedoc not increafe the pre.
fent gricfc, with caring and cafting in our heads
how we fhall live in the time to come, Now

tell me what is the caufe that thou yearely doft
buy a Prognofficatien, and one of thofe which

tell the frangeft chings? Is it becaufz thou haft
adelight toreadéthe ftile of Pragmoffications ?
Orbecante thou wouldeftleatacto Prognoffi.
cate? Or becauf¢ the piures and Charadkers

which they make delight thy minde ? it were
folly tobee perfwadedof this, fecing the very
caufeic Clfe is manifet. Thy whole defircisto
£l thy coffers, and to heape up wealth, thon
artafraid left thou thould become popre,there-
fore thou greedily buyeft the Prognoftications,
'and contmwally fearcheft all the comers of |
them, 1o fee the frate of the yeare to come,
eventhus in minde reafoning with thy felfe: 1
cannever bee quict, nor take my {leepe, untill
fuch time as I have knowne che fate of the

yeare infuing, that Tmay frame my bufincfle
accordingly: This next yearcthere wil be much
raine, it will ror Corme upon the ground, it

will be fpoiled, I will keepe my Corne untill

the next yearefollowing. Ifind rza( Cormne will

be deere about halfe a yeare hence, I willnot
fell my Cornc naw, but keepe i, that T may
have plenty of money for it, and fufficientbe-
fidetomaintaine my houfe : thefeaand land is
calne and quiet this yeare, the next yeare ma-

ny fhipwracks and troublesin many countries|

willfall,now I will fraught my (hjps that then
Imaybe quict. Thefe imaginationsare lively
argumentsof thy diffidence aud defpaire in the
gooduefle and loving kindneflc of Ged. Ifthou
feare God, love God, put thy whole truftin
God, thou art gontent to te thy whole

| prefervation unto-the-hands of @od :now thefe
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| (if thou wiltaske their advice) will give thee

| deccived) wrote an eAffrelogicall difcentfz of

come, argue that either thou neverthinke(t on |
God, orat the leaft perfivadeft thy felfe thatei-
ther he will not, o cannot helpe thee. And if
thou in thy covetous minde pray umto God,
thou canft not pray according to the inftitution
of Chrift,without hypocrific, Give m ewr daily
breadshis day. Whercfore feeing the having of
Progmuftications commethof fowicked caufes,
asisthe greedy defire of profperity and wealth,
and argueth fome Kinde of diffidencein God :
when thou readeft thefe my words. examine
thinc owne heart, if thou finde my fayings true
(ascertainly thoufhalt) never hereafter defire
toknow the ftate of the yearc before hand, ex-
«eptitbec for thefealons of the yeare, which

Iam peifwaded thou maieft know in fome
part, without amy skill, even by thineowneex-

perience.

T be fecond reafon,megled of
Gods providence.

E Oncemingthe contenmpt of Gods pro-
C vidence, t%m: muchIfay: The Pn;n-
ficator, ifbe beasked whether he confefle the
providenccof God, he will with all his heare
coufeffe it: but by his deedshec doth deny it,
for all the things whatfoever,which can happen
in a whole yeare, hee attributeth themto the
Starres,and {o he publitheth his Predi&ions,al-
waies mentioning Starres, never, or very flen-
derly, makingany fignification of the power,
and juftice, mercy, and everlafting wifdome
of God. Aud furely, evenifor the very paring
of thynailcs, for the cutting of thy haire; for
the putting on of thy fhoess, for ta{ins a jour-
nie two or three milesfrom thine houfe, for ob-
taining at Gods hands chy requeft, for making
thy bargaine with thy neighbour, for allthine
actionsbe they never {0 fmall, thefe wife men

counfclifrom the ftarres, Now when thefetheir
irreligious predictions (hall be had inthy bo-
fome, and read of thee daily, thou being 2 man
unlearned and worldly given , never hearing

proling and raiguimg conceis of the time to A

jun&ion; the day being come, what flaring
was there and gazing into Heaven, to (eethe
meeting of thofe two Planets. Now all this
while where was Gods providenct, where was
that teuft and rejoycing in hiwn : where was tha
B:aiﬁngofhis name for all things what(oever

ould come to paffe;where was thatmeditati-
onof hisinfinite, and unfearzhable wiliome :
thefe things were never thought nor heard of|
yea, by reafon of thine carthly affections, they
tooke no place in thine heart. Thisthy dealing

B

is like untothe follyof thar man, who having
acoftly clocke in his bofome, never excolleth
or thinketh on the wit and ingeation of the
clock-maker, but is continualig'in admiration
oftthe fpring uz watch of the clocke, by whofe
meanes all the wheeles have their fivifter or
{lower,their backward or forward motions, &
bywhich the wholeclocke keepech his couste,

refore mee thinketh that in a Chriftiap
common-wealth, thofe only books hould bee
publifhed for thine ufe, which might beat into
thinchead,and make thee every houreand mo-
ment to thinke on the providence of G 0 p ;
which being once fettled in thy minde, the
confiderationof the meanes which God ufecth
willfollow ofit {elfe. Contrariwife,zotcll thee
themeanes which God dothufe, to thunder out
the afpects and canftellations of Starres, and
feldome to meution his providence, maketh
thee to feare, and admirc, and love the meanes)
quite forgminz the worke of G o p in the
meanes. This fault was very sife amonﬁﬂ the
Ifeaclices, who came yearely uato Aftrologers
and wife men : Whereforethat which is fpoken
by Teremyunto them, isalfo fpokenunto thee :
Heare ye shewaordof the Lord, that he freakerh
wnsoyou,Q houfeof If;acl. Thus [aith the Lord;
Learnenct the way of the heathex, and bec ez,
afraidforthe fignes of Heavemthongh the hes-
shewbee afraid of fuch, Inlikefort, God for-
biddeth his people of England to give credit,
orfeare the conftellations and conjundions of
Starres and Planets, which have no power of|
themfelves, but are governed by him, and their
fecrer motiens and influeaces are not knowne
to man, asd therefore there can bee no certaine

any metion of the fpeciall p e, and
hand of God inevery thing, but long difcaur-
fesof the vertues of Planets and Sighes, doeft
never thinke upon the wonderfull and moft in-
finite power of God, working after a {peciall
manner in every matter,but act drawne ftraight
waies into an admiracion of the Affroleger,and
a great feare of the conftellations of Heaven,
Auexpericuce ofthis I found in theeabout two
yeares agoe. A learned man (yet in this cafe far

the conjunition betmeene Iupicer and Saswrne,
whercinhe fhewed of grear alteration in cvery
thingtofall. At this thou waft fore agaft, th

minde wasincumbred with fectling thy goods
to fetthemn inorder againft tharday : thy fong
for halfe 2 yeare was nothing elfe, ﬂut thecon

judge f. If thouwilt not heareand
follow thiswhich I fay, fee whar will enfue,
Thou feeft that the greateft hichthefe
Diviners and Prognafficators foretell, fallout
flat otherwife than they fay, totheir perpetuall
fhame. Truly I am perfwaded, that it is the
judgement of God uponthem (although they
cannot fee it ) who maketh chem, when they
thinke they are moft wifc, to bee moft fooles.
Forfo the Lozd ufed the wife mea and Afro-
logers of Chaldea, as he fpeaketh by his Pro-
ngﬁJ ; Lamsthe Lordthat made allthings,
that foredens the beavens alone,and fretch ent
she carth by msy [elfe; 1 deffroy the sokens of
Jonth=fayers, and make shem thar conjeBure
fooles, andenrne their wife men backward, and

muske their knowledge foolifhmefe. Doelt (}llwu

then,
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whatisto come, nos -\\onh\ bunic (||.m((!vc>
imlmvniry. Whercfore reade the Word of
Godin the 18.0f Deut. Whenthou il come
(faiththeSpiritor God ) inco she .
Lerd tly God giveth ! ce. thoy
todec afterthe wbomm.tions of ¢
Tnthe words following ¢ fofes nu
lwmm«tmnx H
rx Tomake his childe goz therove
Va7 onfe wieherafi.

orcoavd times,this 1e thy f.
T- ke the flymg of Fowics,
Tobess oreerer.

h-furer,

9 Toaske cwn[} Yar 1/ ¢ dead.
yAll thefe horible abominations being rehear-
1 J, marke what followeth, For allchat dz:ﬁm'
#i-ings ave an wbowaination snto tse Lord, and
becante of their abomirations, the Lord thy
God doth caft them oat before thee: now fee-
ing moft of thefe abominations, and clpccnlI/
che third,jis ufed ofas,why Mhoald we not feare
the lik c;uduurcms upon us, unlelfe we will re-
pent,and chat with freed 2

1 The reafons vdmh conceme the Prog-
nofticator, and may availe o tic pcrl\vadmg
of thee not to buy any more of their unprofi-
table bookes;; arcthﬁ whichfollow : firft,cheir
unability in Prvgnu/}mmnq fecondly, “their
+ manifeft untuths < thicdly, theic impicties :
fourthly, their tiicks of deceit. What : can they
not foretell thae which is to come? can they
notmake conjedtures of that whicii is like to
enfue? No furely. And Ywill vie arguments
to confirme it unto thee,

Tie firfiveafon, of the ufe and end of

the Heavens.

THe true ufe of the Heavens confifteth in

many points : Fif} mdcd.ucr-.cvloryof
God. 7::Hmmu(. th David) declarctie
alory of Cod, and the frmamsent | weth the
of his baxds, It is an Alplnbu written
mpc\:] tiers, which is defzibed them
tic of God, and thae by thefe fowie fpeciall
points: Fiy l he majftic of the worke it felf
fecondly, the ) indinite multitude of Sears 2 third -
My, by the wonderfull var ety of Stars: fourthly
by the greatetle of the Sravs.

Seo ily, it akerh finnersand wicked men
inexc imu before thryu oement {i Ged.
ot him (faich Pasl )
thatis, his crumll powa and God-head, are
feene by!hccrcmm\otrh" world, h“u‘ﬂwnr-
deied i his workes, to the inteat th«: they
fhould be without excufe.,

Thmlly, they ferve to the appoit ing of
times, as day, nigt, moncth, yeare, which are

) 1A boch meafared an bed by ¢

i the Sunne, and Moore, wd other Saarres, Ane
foxhctcaﬂ ofthe livas and the comoura-
.mm of the yeare in our (,.mrm u(‘pcl.x.ﬂ'
i thereupon, and without them ehere would bee
contirfion both in the couimon. weal
i aiid Church,
| Fomzhly s they frveto be f
]
I
i
|
|

wes, thaeis, to

knrmll(lmwnncomr And
ther ol ex aordm,u
¢ ardina
[ dity thi

hen there is, and 1pnc veth in
 them fomecy ordinaty work ofGod sasape
I pearerhinth cumplcc which follow, Atthe
i got Chrilt, not orcly the vl of the
| 7unpl: rent, urd 1/|( dewd vofe forih of therr
B graves «but alfothe Sunne was wholly rchp('" ,
the Moone being
Dionyfius -/!r:npu-:u a g/md Afron:zer
1pafc' ¢ words® Fither the frame of the
world isdeltroyved, or the God of nature (i1fie-
reth, The )’um!wr Lzechizl being conman-
ded oF(;odroprcpheﬁc(hed(lhu\ on of /-
grptie il pititech dewnextraordivary figue:
dindwhen [ wiil p hseout, 1 il cover e
Fleaver, and make the Stars thereof dari
willcoverche Sumwish acloird, amd the oone
baitnor give herlight, AR thelights of Heaven |
willl make darke for thee, and Arm- durka: [
vpnzlnlmi (faith the Lord.) Before the fe-
cond comming of our Saviour Chrit, there
fhall be figacs in the Sunne and Moonc andin
Cl the Stars, Laltly,the extraordinary going backe
of the Sunnc fignified the lcn,c;:}'mnﬂ of thelife
of King Hezekiss.
Secondly, the Starres are fignes of generall
things which happen ordmanlyum yeure in
nattire among us.

v The Spring.
2 Semmcis
3 Harvoff
4 W

1 Approching.and
aeclinng of

i

’

:

E 2 Ordizary weather in thefe quar.ers.
Asof

lz Ebbirg and flowing ofthe fea.
s Plowi:g.
D l 6 Sowing.
Setring.
{4 Sesfons ofg 8 Planeing.
19 Cuttng.

10 Fell »u
1R 2 K:n‘iml.

Ty gencrall, bcc:m!c the [nrmnl*r cftate
and atfaires of men, can in 00 wilk be fore-fig-
nified by the Stars. 1 fay ordinary, becaufhe
things which fall out f:ldome, and are befides
Kh:gommon courfe of natuie, as pleizy o
things, famine, plague, warre, evertions of
Kn\vdomts &c. doc not_depend upon the
Stars. For (he counrmlngot this, Thavedhree
veafons : Firlt, inthe fivft of Genelis,God faith,

Mz

Tk iyt

That he m.'d' r/:ehglm to hfgumnd vetthe |
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ed Refolution

fanicod inthe 47.0t £fayich, Hew:d dejtrey
the fignes of them which die : flatly forbid-
ding us to ufc Starves, as meanes to of
any thingto coime, faving only of thoie of
which they are exprefly made fignes of God in
thecreation : all which are put downe before.
Secondly, this is manife(t by the order of the
creation: the thirdday God crested wpon tl:e
carth herbs and tyees, and the earth brought
forth fruirs andwas fertile :the foureh day God
commandsd lights to be made in the firmanment
of Heaven,o [eparatethe day andthe night,and

tobe for fignes and for feafons, and dises, and,
,‘ monetivs, and thes.1t wag fo, and ther God faw
| it was good, Out of which I gather, thatiz can-
" notbee a figne caufing famiue, or plenty and
1 testilenefle , becaufe feveilitie went before the!
‘ cvearion of the hoftof Heaven. Alfo of wars
! and plagucs, and the particular cliazes of men,
they canbeno fignes, becaufe man veas not yes
created,and yereventhenthey werefignes.Some
will {ay, they werenoftignes of thofe matters in
tliccreation, but now they may bee, andare :
No, for the workes which God created henow
prefieveth, neither increaling nor dimini(hing
any thing inthem. Phile Iudans in his booke
‘De opficiomundi, Qich, Hee was perfivaded
that God forefeeing the minds of men, giverto
fearch frange maters o come,did inths order
createsiie hezvens,toconfute and difpreve their
imdgib'l;la’ll.Thil’dly,[hﬂ Heavens and Starres
were made forthe ufe of man, and mau is their
end, fo thatitis abfurd to imagine they have
any force in the aftaires of man, Now then,
Progrofticatorsifthey will forefhew of frange
thingste come, shey muft undoc the worke of|
their Creator, and giveunto it new ufes, other-
wife they {Fall not beeableto pragroffreate as
they yearely doc,

The freond veafos, the pro-
vidence of Gods

He providence of God, is hisdecree by
wabich hee appointeth how every thing
hali come to pafies. The continuall execution
{ofthis decree, is ordinarily by meanes, but of-
ten without meancs. The meanes which God
uleeh ave cicher geaerall or fpeciall. Generall

1 arethef by which hegovereth all the whole
; world, and every particular thing which con-
recmerh thislife: unto ehis kinde are referred
| fpirituall creatunes, called Angels, by whom
the Philofoptiers {3y theHeavens are governed,
and we fee thae whole Kingdoms, Provinces,&
Ciics have beenc kepe and defended by rhem,
as allo canfimed and deftroyed. Againe, the
Starresand heavenly bodies arcufed of Ged to
governe and ordef things here below, asic is
mihe 19.Plelme, Norhing s bidfremthe heat
of the Sxxrne. And by the Proplict Hofea, the
Lord {peakeththus, /wil heare the heavens,the
heavens [l heare she earth, the earth [bad

A

o

hearz the cornethecorne fhakl beare Ifrael, Buc

this inftrument 15 oucery o

avd hath bis woikeiic
ture, Belfides thele n
other by whichGod 1
beginning Le e man ove

ththe woild, Inihe
¢ whole world g
hemight have rule oves Fithes, Fowles,
and alithivgs cfe
governctheirw
their brethren, as €,
and Tyrants over Cities, Kingdomes, C "
wealths, and theretore by weatin of theiy dig-|
vicie calleth shem gods. There be alfo r,;ovc?—
neurs of familics over their familics, fathers
aver their childven, wallers over their fer- |
vants, Yer God bach 2 more neere care in
preferving and governiag his chofln, as ap-
peareth inthe 43 chap. of £y, Thas fuich
the Lord Godthat crearedthee, U lacsh : and
be that formed thee, O Ifract: Feare nar, for
1 taveredeemed thee, I havs called thee bythy
name,thox artmine : yehen thor piffeft thorew
shewascrs, Iwilbzewith ther, shorow the
flouds, thas they doe wor overflow thee, When
thok waikeft thorow the very fire, thow foalt nos
beburntmeisher flallthe flamsebindie sponthee,
for Lamsthe Lordthy Godyhe holy one of If /frael, |
thy Saviowr. This isalto manifet by that Syme
pathy whichis in the Lord, when his children
arcarfifled, asuppearcth by the 11, of Zachs-
7y ¢ Hewhichsosichethyos, touchesh che apple|
of mineeye.And in the g, of the Aks,Sasl, Sanl,}
why perfecsitaft thew sree? thatis, my Ele&,
Whuforc(hcmhc:‘.fafpcciJHmc:nsb’ywhichf
he more caretully governeth the Eledt : As bee
Angels, whom Pasl to the Hebrevies calleth
wsiniftyi {g [piriss: itis certaine they defend eve-
sy oncofthe Elect particularly, Hlitherto may
be referred the preaching of the Word of God .
the minittring of the Sacraments. Befides this;
Godufeth the devils, and wicked men and Ty«
rants to exerciteche faich of his Elegt, and to
confitme them in patience : wheicby they ave
called thefervants of the Lord, axcs, hammers,
{awes, and {words in the land of God = as Pig-
rach, and Nabuchadrezzar, and Senacherib,
Moreover, themeanes by which hee worketly
upon the wicked arealfo many :
(1 Augelsgoodand cvil Exod14,
l 3 Friends avd familiars, Jerem. 13, 14,
Amos 7.1
3 Wild beafts. Jerem.8.17.
4 Heavenabove, Deut. 11,17
Ass s Difesfes,plague. Exod.15.16.
6 Famine.Hefl9.3,
7 Fire.Hof. S.14.
8 Fary.Hof7.9.
9 HapdnefJe of bears. Rom. 1. 28. -
(10 Ceprivisie. Jerem.15.24
All thefe meanes Gods providence ufeth ;
firtt, that he mighe thew his goodnefiz towards
",‘ us : fecondly, that hemight be knowacto bee
the Lord overall: thirdiy, that weemight bee
l'rhankﬁxlf, becaufehe not oncly himfelfe govei-
inczh us, butalio maketh his creatures to ferve

s
Lusbandsto
t-bone beipre,
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ourturnes, M muftbe noted (as Taid
before) thatir allthelt fecondary caufes, be-
fidetheir munrall worke, which Ged hath gi-
venthem, there is,alfo the fpeciall worke of’!
God his fpeciall hand fhewed. God worketh
not by fecond canfes, as Magifirates governe
their common wealths by their inferiour offi-
cers.For they {o goveric by them thaz they doe
nothing or very lictle cheimfelves,and peradven-
|turcriever know whatisdone, God governeth
not the world fo,but n cvery particular worke,
he hath his particular firoke, Thatthe thunder
burneth,moveth,hurteth ; it is the generall pro-
vidence of God:: but that it burneth, or huteth
:this or that man, on this or that paxe, in this or

thatmanner, it is the fpeciall providence of the
{fame God. The Lord hath fhewed his fpeciall
| providencein onc excellent example./f the bat -
cher s}fzirh God) fall forth of the hand of him
which loppeth the tree.and kil a mar in the way,
1 the Lord have kifled hims.God alfo governeth
the world immediatly,and his providence wor-
keth wichout means,and many things he bring-
ethto paffeagaintall meanes, which is mani-
feftby thacof Matehew : Man liverh not by
breadonely,bus by everywordwhich proceederh
ont of the month of Ged. For example, without
meancs. The Spirit of God did move upon the
waters,and coverthem in the creation imme-
diately. The firtt g:rment which was made,
wasof leather, and Godalone withoutmeancs
madeiit, Noah inthe Arkewas preferved by
God alonean wholeyeare, againft the force of |
the waters. Without meanesdid hec keepe the
fhooesand garments of the /fraelites whole
forty ycares, He alone juftifiech, fanctificth,and
converteth a finner. Againftthe comfe of na-
ture hemade the fea to divideit felfe, the funne
to goe backward, the fire not to bume the three
chﬁdrcn, the Lyons not to devoure Daniel.
The caufes of this, arethefe: 1. That wemay
know when God works by caufes,hedothit by
no neceffity,but freely. 2. That we might know
when God ufeth means,thatthen he isnoridle,
butworkethallinall. 3. Thatifmeancs wane,
nay, ifmeanes be againft us, yet we (liould not
defpaire of Gods providence, Now to come to
our Progwoff L and M, -prophers,how
fhall they be able to know what will comne
to pafle hereafter ? for firflt, the heavens being
onely one particular inftrument of Godsprovi-
dence, among many, they cannor certainly ard
trulyfay, histhing or that thing proceedeth
fromthe heavens :Sccondly,(h?' comnor deter-
jminewhether God in extraordinary matters,
as Plague, Famine, Barrennefle, Diftempered
weather,Earthquakes,Warres,&c. doth worke
immediately,or with ineanes : If with meancs,
they cannot determine, whether the Heavens,
or Angels, ormen, orany other things be the
meancs of his providence. Thirdly,if they were
ableto know what the Heaven  worketh natu-
rally, yet they were never the better ¢ for God

B

befidethe power of the heavens, hach in all;

to the Conntres-man.

A things his particular working [;rt.);id'cnc.(', alee-

ting, and framing, and bending as wax his in-
ftraments to his good will. Tiuly by this con-
fideration, a Chriftian man will be brought to
leave oft to'feeke what event the workes of
God fhall havebefore they comeco pafls, If u
man fhali comeinto a Joyners fhop, can hee
by knowing the ufc of all his tooles, tell what
things he hath made in his fhop? No. What
isthecaufe of that ? Hee ufeth not onely his
tooles inhis worke, but thercunto adjoyncth
his owne hand, by which he handleth and tur-
neth the tooleto his owne pleafure, and fo
maketh divers kinde of workes with the fime
inftiuments, The fame may be faid of our Prog-
nofticators, which T would to God they would
fomewhat confider.

Thethird Reafomthe want
" of experience.

Eour Progmofticarers have any meanes to

toretell things to come, they have thofe
meanescither without expericace, or with ex-
perience: Ifthey havethem withoue cxperience,
then muftthou accountall which they doeto
be foolith dreames and deccit ; for all kinde of!
humane learning which is profitablc, and hath
ufe in the lif¢ of man, istakei from often obfer.
vations,and experience. If it be faid that they
havethzir dire@ions in Prognefficating from
experience, and thatof all times,’ Y wifl con-
vince themthus. True experience of the caufes
ofthings, is anoften obferving ofthe effects of
the fame caufes, with this ground chae they can
|proceed from noother thing. The Phyfician
faith Rbesbarb doth purge choler, Well: how
knowezh he this? he hath often tried this, and
thatin old men, young men,children : and hath
found, that in the bodics of all men, the caufz ;
of purging this humor, could bee aferibed to !
nothing clfe, Wherefore he may peremprorily
conclude, Rhewubarb purgeth choler, Our Prog-
noffscators,in the heaveas, can have no fuch
expericnce, For they cannot obferve ofien the
fame pofition of fhavres in the heaven. The order
and caufz of the fixed Rarres and Planets,which
wefindein the heavens this day, the nextday
willbee changed, aud never the like againe.
They will fay indeed although thefune pofiti-
onof the whole heaven never happen, yet the
fame conjunéliansof notable Raties, the fime
sifings, and fectings, and the fame confiella-
tions of the chiefeft Raries are marked often,
1fayagaine, that whea thefe Eclipfes and great
conjunctions happen, the re(t of the farsbeing
otherwife atfected than they were before, and
having new pofitions, may cither ircreale and
diminifh their effeds, or elfe hinder them, snd
quitetzke them away. As we fec whentha Sun 1
cafting hisbeamesintoa chamber, the light of ¢
candles, aud torches,and fires do make it hine |
dimme, yee thefe being abfens, it will fhine |
bright. Againe, they arc noc ableto fay thac ;
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conlictaiions, winca ticy have wmarked, are
caufes of thole cheets which follow, as warics,
difeates, diffempered weather, carthquakics,
famine, &c. Fot inthote things which happen
rogecher, the one is not the cauie of the other.
th“ Neroplayed upon hisharpe, Rowse was
onfire: yer Nevoes playing on the harpe was
no caufe of the busnirg of Keme. Allo theleet-
fedts may huve other caufts in the heaven,
thanthofe which they marke, and they may
come immediately fiom Ged, they may come
oucly from the willofman. Whezefore fecing
that they cannor afiuze themfGives that thelt
cclipfes and conj métions axethe works of fuch
cifects upon earth, and they cannor have often
obftrvations of the counfe of heaven,their rles
of Predictions arctrigned and fuppofed, and
not buileupon trueev penence.Leta man which
ioweth not one berb, take all Kinds of herbs,
and putthem into a great vefiell, yet fo, that
there bemore of tome herbs, and lefle of other
fore: ler himbeatthamall together,and make
acompound vertue of alltheirveitues ¢ Can
hee now telithe nature and opcration of every
icular herb? Can hedivide znd {over bya.
ny heloe the vertue of one herb fiom another?
No indeed. The {3-ncthing may be faid ofthe
flavres of heaven : af their lights, and alltheir
influences (as they termcit,y are in the lower
bodies : more plainly,every carthly body hath
i fcallthe fecrec powess and working of every
particular flarre: o chatthey make (asicwere)
a compound opcration rifing of all, or of the
mofltof their vertues joyned together ; for the
Afirelegersiiold, that although theHightmay
te hindied by thethicknefle of the body, yer the
heavenly infiuznce pierceth thorew ali. There.
fore they are not able to fever, and learne the
nature oftheft flartes, exceprthey can flop the
influcnce ol what farsthey il and biing them
iato whatcompaflt they will, Yetthusmuch T
will grane than, that they may have a liede
Inowledge of the vertue of the Swme and

2 other fiarres: as we fic thofe
tierbsin the former compotition, whofe ver-
wesbethe chielily, thoughnat fuily, yet fome-
whatdeciepreftnttheirnatute,and ihew them-
feives above the reft. Bur what is this to the
purpefe ? L confcficthe operations of the Sun
and Aoore : I 1l grant chiat Satsorme is in
nacure cold and dry, fxpsrer wanme and moitt,
Adarshotand dry,Fonss cold and moift, Afer-
curiein natusemixt, the notable fixed flanesin
the Zosiache to beofthe natue of Planees, and
whave manifeft opevations, as the rifing of|
thedogge, to make heat i d tempeiiuous feas,
therifing of Aréiernz, to'make raineand fho-
wers, Pleszdes to be of the natare of Mursand
the Moone,&cowharwill all chis fifiice o make
2 Pragrofticarron ? for fecing all farres have
theirownepowers, and peradventurealfo the
featt flarres which wee makeno account of,
have great cfedts amorgft us (25 one graine of
muske in the  Apotheaaries {hop maketh a

A

B

C

greater limel thais aliotice pe
o many) nothing wijl the
th opeation of fome tanies

b

<ata
maketh theon pe

Thefourtl Rz
rnce o caiifes,

nd thelt unprriedt
fet yers

Man which wil judge dighely of any maz.

ter by the caufes, mullnoc onely confider
the common cantes,but he muft alfo wich them
confurte the particular caufzs of all things
which happen amongft us, £ he fhail judg 3
right. In lieaven the {farres be common cautis
of all thingsamongit us, becaufe they thew
their vertueon every matter, onc way or other.
The famethings have their peculiar efficients,
and matrers, and formes, by Which, and noz by
the heavens, they ate raxde thay, whasfoever
theyare. Theft proper cautts becaufe their wa-
tures be unknowne unto us, I cannotfzehow
the Progrofticaror is ublz to forereliay
to come, in good and convenicnt manvey,
ing afide all deceiving and forging of untruths,
Tomahethis more pheine, Lwill ufe this fimili-
tude, Suppoft 2nhen to it upon many egges,
fome of her owne, fome of diversother fowles s
fheimparteth herheat equally untothem ¢ at
the length (he hatcherh, and fome of her chica
kens are cockes, fome hennes, fome ciowes,
fome partriches,fome doves, fome blacke, fome
white; fome like and live, fome dic, fome are
klled ofthe kite, fome arcrofted. No man, I
chinke,will profefle fo much: skifl,2sto fay that
hee by the confidering of the henne aid her
bear, whizhisa common caufe of thechickens,
and all that befallech them, isablz cocell, why
ofthisegge came a paruich, of that a crow,
why thiscgge had no chicken, why thathada
dead chicken,&c. excepthee doe therewichall
adjoynethe confideration of the particular et
feéts, Thebeavenisasit werean hen foltring
under ber wings afl easthly things, imparting
his verueand hearunto all, Canour Progro-
Picater by thecredting of tiguies, by contide-
ring the difpofition of every Puanct in their
hoults, and the fignifications of every thing,
judge, why this may is wealthy, chat man a
begger: why this noble man dicth this yeare,
none thenext yeare : why itisnaughreotravell
this way, good to travelitharway: why chete
diftafes abound and not o her: why come fall
be dearethis quarter, nor the nexe s why il
weeke isfaire amdtemperate, that weeke, thar
moncth unfeafonable and tempefluous, Traly
itisa thing flat impoffible. They muft herevnto!
adjoyucthe particular natre of the countiey,

i

the particular caufes both inmeas mindes and
bodies, as, education, place, honeitic, birth
bloud, fickneffe, health, firength, wezkue!

5
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to the Country-man.

meat, drinke,liberty of minde, learning 8c.and ) A
all other fpeciall circumftances: which they ne-
ver docas we iy fee in theix Prognofti :

inferiour things, which dee hinder, pervert,;
change, receive, or not receive che verruc and
150

and if they would doe it, yet theycould not,
Wherefore Imuft nceds fay chis, that cheir fol-
ly is greatin publithing thcir Proguofficarions :
andthou alfo greatly to bee biamed which by
thy greedy detire giveltthem great occafionto
befounprofitably occupied.

To fhew more bricfly and plainly of their
unability in Pregmofticarng, although ] grant
the flarres have great force, yet Ifay they caii-
not judge ofthings to come. And there bee fix
impediments: .

The firft impediment is imbecillity of wir :
forasmans eyc from the carth beholding the
heavensand the (tarves, perceiveth themnot in [B
their juft quanticy, but as very fimall lights : for
indced the Swame isan hundred and threefcore
and fix times biggerthan the earth, Saturne go.
times, /uptter g5, Mars one and an halfe, the
Moone isthe 29, part of the carth : the biggeit
fixed flarres containc the earth Y07.times, the
flacies of the fecond maguicude go. the third
yo.times, the fourth magnitude 54.times ; the
fifch magnitude 35.times ; the fisth magitude
18, times; So the weaknefic of mans underflan-
dingiis riot able to conceive and learn thethings
whichthe heavensdoe bringto paficon carch.
The fecond impediment, the infinite num-
ber of ftarres, which no doub all have gieat
power, although wecdoe notfinde it, For the
Prognofticator only marketh 1028. ftarres,and | C
of thefche taketh onely heed untoa very few.
Which isas though a ‘man fhould judge the
power of anarmy by the power of onc ortwo
{ouldiers and Captaines, not by the power of
the whole company. )

Thethird impediment, is the infinite varie-
tics of the vertues of farres, andthe parts of
heaven, which e4ffrologers granttobe @ yet
shey doenot know than. As touching the na-
ture of thefixed farres, they know nothing but
bythe colour, which isted, lcady, whitc,pale,
&c..refembling fome planet, And becaufethey
know notthe vertue of all ftarres and every
part of heaven, they are notableto judge any
thing butto their owne fhame; no more than
she Phyfician is able to know the nawre of a D
compound medicine” without. the knowing of
every fimple.

P ffarres, as themarure of the foile;
the difpofition nacurall of ayre,orders,and con-
ftitutions of the common-wralth, occafiods;
cducation, inftitution,. kindes of meat.-and
drinke,8cc.

The lixth impediment the will of man,which.
freelyin common matters chufeth thisand re-
fufeth thar.. Thereare many things which are
caufed withoutany worke of ftarres, onely by
thewillofman,and fudy;as we may fce in S¢-
crates, Demofthenes,and other,gec.”

Thus much fhall fuffice to fhery that they
cannoz Proguofficaie of thingsentuing: now
foliow their mavifold untruchs, and molt
rules. In difclofing thew T will keepe the fame
orderthey wieintheir dimanacks.

In thefrfe or fecond leate of their bookes
thon fhalefindea picture of mans bodic wich
the 12. fignesround about it, they call itche
Aratomie of mans bodic, fhewing how the
12. figueshave goveriment of the fime:forthe
CMoene orany other fignifizator of any thing
beingin the bge, theyfay, that it is dange-
rousto box, tefeare that part, orto letbloud
init, whichis fubject to the domninion of that
ﬁgne.A]lrl\cfear:umhing but vaine Fables,as1
will manifeltly prove.

1. Whereas they callit an dnatomie, me
thinketh, itis abucchedy Anasomie :nay that
ofthe butcirers is farve batcer, for they joyne
head and appurtenancetogether: thefe men be-
ing {paring, give Aricstaz head, Leoand Can-
cer the heart and lungs, As for the jiver, I kiow
not which figne hath i, peradventure in old
timemen had no livers. Atthe 4raromieofa
carrion, crowes de. e friendly, for every one
hach fomeiwvhat: butinthe divirion of mais bo-
die, prgnes play fouieplay, for Capricare hath
gotnoching but a paive of kuees. It 1s like that
Ithe fignes {crambling fortheir porsions Cuapyi-
1 earne being flow gor norhing; hereupon com-

pafiion being had there s a gathering made,
& Sagittarms gave the lowes part of thethigh,
~Aquarins the bigher part of the leg, which
both together make the knee, But to deliver
thee our of all doubt,mark thele reafons which
) follow: 1. The fignes cannot have any fich do-
minjon overmans body:Imake it manifeft thus.
There is no corporall heaven indeed above the

The fourth impedi the manifold and
daily change of the motions,pofitions,and con-
figurations of the ftarres : for if 1 man could rell
both the number and nature of ftarres, yet the
! varicty of pofitions breedethtrouble and hin-
|dereth right judgement @ becaufe by this
meanes the powers of ftarses are increafed, di-
minithed, and changed. And thefe rules which
ferved for ancient times to forctell things, will
not ferveus, becaufe all the fixed ftacres have
changed their places, and the reft are daily

changed.

The fifch impediment, the infinite varicty of

| they cal fignes.Now Tpray yon tel me,isit pof-

yet becaufe th oreighth

Sphere hath manymotions, to give rcafons of|
thofe motions, the eAfronomers havefeigned

| two heavensabove the irmament, the Chrifta-
line heaven,and the firlt moveableorro.Sphere,
whichtheydivideinto 12, pacts, which parts

fibleto conceive that an imagined part of any
imagined heaven void of all {tarrcs, fhall cither
have init felfe,or give unto other Starves power
to governethe parts of mans body? Morerea.
{onable was thatman, who being asked what
was the caufe of the fandsin Sardwich h:vc[n 3
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Thernelvelignes
feigred,

he anfwered the building up of Tenterron Stee- [ A
ple. Sccondly, the govemnment of the fignes.
in the body is not takenfrom experience in na-
ture, but feigned long agoe by fome dmwf&e
pate, and now becauleit hath a cloke of auti-
quity, it is allowed. More naturail was chis
Kinde of way, that hot fignes fhould governe
heeparts,cold fignes cald parts, earthly fignes
earthly parts. So eAfries {hould goveme the
heart and the vitall bloud, notthe head,and the
selt ofthe fignesthofe parts which are of their
d difofiti Thirdly,g peti
of many mcné:ily confutcth this yule. Forma-
ny learned Phyficians, and expert Chirurgians
have by infinite examples found, thatif aman
be lerbloud inthe figne, or lanched, or boxed,
or feared, no harme enfucth, nay, they havegi-
venteltimony that the patients havefound -
venthen grearcomfore, Wherefore let not thefe
things trouble thy mind any more,bue lecthem
benumbred evenamongl vainc and unprofita-
blefables. .

3 Next after followeth Ele&ions of daies
and houres neceflary for all matters, as fol-
loweth :

{ Prepare humors, .
Lesbloxd, Vomic,
h .

Purgewith Eg})‘;‘:‘“'
Pills,
Atra&yve.
Digeftive.
Retentive.

Expulfive.
Bathe. pulf

Put children o [chaole,
Travell,
Marry.
Hunt, Hawke, Fiflr
lant.
1 Geld Caspell,

\ Lay Fourdaions.

Here, T pray thee, marke theirnaughty dea~
lings, how they abufe chy ignorauce, tomake
themfelves skilfull, and to doe more chan they
candoe, For if the judgements of thebeft A-
frolsgersmay be taken, cerainly moft of thefe
Elections cannot be prefcribed to thee, unlefle|
they know beforc-hand the figure of thy Nati.
vitie. Forall elecion, whichconcernethy fg:-
fon, muftbemoderated (to fpeake as plainly as
theirtoies will fuffer mee) by the direction of |
the rootof thy Narivity, ar}z by the monethly
and diurnall Progrcmomof thy prefent Revo-
lution, If any of chefe tmcnd fome evill, the
parti Ele&ionmay increafe
#ndto bring icto pafle. For example,fuppoic,
thou beinga man toward marriage, inthe A/.
manackethou findefta good day noted by the
Prognofticator to marry in:thou takeft thy op-
portunity :aftera whilethou art weary of th

B

Cut haire.

Comfort thevertue

daies to

A

Speciall

life : thefirft day ofthy marriage wasthel
day ofthy joy. Whatisthe caufe of this ? All
the Planets which werefignifiers of thy marri-

(o)

agein thy nativicy, were then evilly atfected,
and peradventure alfo, when thou walt firlt
borae, they received: fome difgrace, So then
thou maycft lay all blame, partly upon thy
felfefor beleeving, aud partly uponthe Prog-
wofticarer,who deceived thee. Butto comegn-
to particulars, che clections of dayes to purge
the body withany kindeof purgation, and to
| comfort the fame azemolt ridiculous.Why doe
they notalfo prefcribe houres of eating meat?
Whgdo:th:y notappoint the kindes of meass
anddrinks,which wemnft cat and ufe duily > If
thoufeethatGod doth daily blefle the enter-
prifes of thofe Phyficians, which neycr regard
thofe eledtionsin miniftring to their parients:
nevercfteemeofchem, lez them goe as licsto
the Devill from whence they came. Concer-
ning the ele@ionsof dayestofowe, tofet, to
plaat, tolop, theyarcalfo foolifh : the gene-
1all obfervation of thefeafon of the yeare, in
which thefethings areto bee done is fufficient,
AudS. Angufine in his book de civizare Dei,
laugheth at the folly. of them, which chufe
particular dayes to ‘doetheir husbandrie, as
though fome certaine pofitions of ftawres had
fome fpeciall influence 1o the things which are
fownethen, His reafonis, becaufe many grains
of come being caft into the ground toge-
ther, and ripesiing allat enetime : yet fome of
themn are blafted,fome are eacen of birds,fome
aretrodden downe under foot, fome ftaud and
are neverzouched, The reft of the eleétions,
and efpecially that of laying founqations ismoft
abfurd. .They {ay that ifan houfe,a ciry,a towne
have his foundation when the farres bee well
aftcéted, the inhabitants fhall haye &mﬁxmns
and quiet living:if when the (tarses beevill difs
pofed then troubleand difquictnetfe. They have
noexperienecof this but thatoncly which is
moft falfe, forthey know notthe foundations
of citics and towns, neither the pofitions of the
frarres, when they were built, Let Rome and
Venice beexamples, becaufe ehefeare moftal.
leaged of Afrologers,thetime in whichthey
were built is unceraine,and the Plenetsarefale
flyfecin xheﬁgurcof thefoundation of R sme,
becaufe CHercurieis contraryta the funne, a
thing flat impoflible. Againe, the folly of this is
thus manifeft, thatan boufe, or city,or com-
mon-wealth may. semaine, the people being
gene,asitisinche time of plaguc,and banifh-
ment,and ueftsof princes: Aud the inhabi-
tantsalio ::‘;‘b«ﬁfc and remaine, the buil-
ding quite ranfumed and beaten downe,as wee
may fecin Carthage, the people and common-
ich ined, the City qui defaced. That
lawful, S.dxfFinwriting unto
lanusrina, provethitforth of the 4. to the Ga-
latians by thefe words: Te obferve moneths and
simesandyeares. Therefore (faithhe) et we not
obferve dayes, and o5, and mowerhs, and
simesy lef we beare this of the Apoftle : [ om

11 electi

afraid leff I have waken Iabonr in vsinewith

yow : for he rebuketh them which fay, I wiil not
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goc, becaufe the Moone is thus orthus me-
ved, or Y will take my jousney that { may have
good fuccetfe, becaule cheveis fuch a pofition
‘of ars: Fwill not domy butineile this moneth,
Becaufe ficha flarre governceh this monezh:or
1 willdo my bufinefic this moneth becaufz fuch

2 flarre ruleh. How then fhall 2 man doe, not
0 breakeihe wordof God ? Are thona man
that defireft to lead a Chriftian life 2 Thearake
theexample of Paud, as apatterneta geserne
all the actions of thy life:Withour eea/ing{fith
e, s mo.ske mention of you in my prarers : befee-
«i.ing thatby fomesmcanes, oneticzeor other |
m_gE; bave profferorcs jorrny by thewill of God
e come nmto yor. Sothou if thou haft any bui-
netfe in kand, any journey to take, any thing to
buyor fell, orany cther matter : never regard
the conficllazions of Fesven, commir thy felfe
to the oncly providence of God, in whom
thou haftthy life, and motion, and being, who
directeth allthy fteps : pray unto him private-
ly wichthy felfeto blefle thee and all thy aéti
ous, that they may tend to his glory, thy wel-
farc: thou fhale find thar all thy enerprifes will
havebeteer {uccefle, thanif the whole hoaft of|
heaven,and allthe Prognofticarors of England,
had promifed never fomuch profperity, Now

letus fhew theirabfurd folly in progmofticating
of the flate ofthe yearc:of which cheirpredil-
ensaxc cither generall for the whole yeare, or
fpeciall for every day.In their gencrallpredséti-
ons areconfidered cither the grounds of them,
or the matters whichthey foretel, Their grounds
areefpecially two : 1, The figure ofthe revolu.

tion of the yeaie, erected when the fine cue
trethintothe firft minucc of Ariee.s The fisure
eclefiiall for the time of the eclipfe of the funne
and moone : for nponthefe twaine,fiy they de-

pendeih the whole ftete of the yezre. In their

celeftiall figures they confider the crecting of|
them,and the finding ofthe Lord of the

gure.
The ereéting of the Egnrc,comainuh v.ery"mn.
ny abfurditics.

1. They follow that way,vhich Regioman-
sarme did invent, never as yetproved by any
experience,and flatly differing from thofe waies
which of ancient Affrologers were ufed 5 and
wereinvented by Gazlue and Campanses Nay,
oftentimes it makeththe Plurer or fixed fRarre
to figrific a flatcontrary thing to chat which
thefetwo other doe,

2. Thecafting of the heavens into rwelve

7 diftinét kind of mateers is ridiculous, becaufe

it being imagined, and void of Rarres, can
havenoforze, Yee (fome will fay) other farres
beirg inthefe placesmay have and fignifie fuch|
Tanfwer,that if flarresof divers
mming to fuch an” houfe alwayes
ifying fome onekinde of thirg, then the,
mutt of neceffity give fome forceuntothe
Piamer:and o it fhall hzvenot only anaugmen-
ting, but alfo an cffctuall working power,
which e4ffrologers deny, and no reafon cain
prove. ’

ta the Countrey-man,

A| 3. They wnake the rywelf
fesbeing higher ab,
ﬁrR,_m be ot leflc forceshanit s and the Frurch
houl_r tobe of greatet power than any above che
Honzon not Cardinall 4 the cud of the
sineh, to bemore in powes i

of the eleventh houfe:all w

his beames are, the more is his lbx‘c&‘f They an-
fiver, although the force of the lightbe greater,
yet the fecret influence is Iefle, and the fieft
houft hath more forcible influcice than the
twelfth or eleventh. If the influence be
how canthey know it » agline, they ca o
good expericace fhew that thofe houfes have
more influence thanthe ref 5 this infleence ma-
B | kethagainftchem, Tfay they cannot prografis-

eateLecaufethey know not one ftarres ‘vertue,
For whercas they fay,that the fane,and moorie
and planets have moft force ;1 anfiver, thatit is
by reafon of their light, not their influcnce,
whichis finall; andchere is farre greatcrin the
fmalleft fixed ftarres. S5 that the fixed 1
aI:ho!vgh they have ro light,or very final!
perceived, yerthey havemoft infiucnce, And £
thefe men mutt ‘needs dreame ufe they
judgeby wrong caufes, Well, their figure be-
ing framed and diftingithed with faire chara-
&ters, then goe they un to finde the Lovd of the
tigure, thatis, that Plawer which hath moft
digpiries inthe figure,

1 Hoxfes of Pluncts.

C 2 Exalta:ton.
3 Triplicity,
‘»,4 Termes.

ties of the § Starres.

Plancts are! 6 Houfes.

fosndout by’ 7 Freeneffefrom (s

thefe mears i 8 Directrons.

effecialiy: l‘,g Pelecityof courfe.
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ith, thar a reafouable
man wonld not veuchffe 1o reftethem yera
word orewaine.If the houfts of the Plavets (hal
bebatzered and puld downe,allthe reft of chicir
worthip and diguicy will iic mthe duit. dries
p| and Scorpina areppoisted the houles of Aars;
Tanrus and Libra,che hon(es of Persu; Gensni
and Virga, the houfes of. Mcrenry; Cancerche
houfz of the Aoere ; Leo the houfe of the
Sanne; Sagitarizs and Pifcesthehoufes of Zr-
piter 5 eAguariss,d Capricornns, the hou!
of Saturme. Wihat reafon doc they give of this?
Leoand Caxcer, fay they, arethehoufes ofthe
Swwneand Moove, becaule they refermble the
natate of chefe Planess, and becaufethey come
‘moft neere our heads: fuch reafon they giveof|
thereft, What feeble grouads arethefe > A¢ in
the North part of the world Cancer and Leo
refemble the natuic of the Sanwe ¢ fo it ‘the
South pare, in thie contrarie clitmates, (pricor-

| s aud Aguearing doc relemble their nacures,
: Alfe




Alfoin cvm, country for ,qiucrshg
ther verticall, or clit come neere the top of
the country, and foail iignes fhallbe the houis |
of:ucSw,ne and Aoone. Now then, thefunne |
bu rg difplaced, I cannot finde how the reit of |
thePlaiets can keepe their hold. Togee farther, |
(bccukmons of 7’ ners in like manner are
very deemnes., funpol- Exaltarions bu:.
thofe d:g\rc» i which the Plarers werein the |
begitning of the workd, Bur why fheuld tholc |
phccsgnc more forcethan any other? And if
they could give more force, yet they lmcnlﬂy
affignied them. For the Sunne wasuotin Aries,
when it wascreated of Ged, but asplaced m‘
h1 prove by thisreafon. Godciea- |
ted manand beaftin per ifect age, giving unto
themail k des of fruits be a vipe, fo B
chat in the begs aschecimeof che yeare, |
i1.Now becacle God never |

which we call §

h 1 ad w (! |
afterward changed the testins, and wee funde |
mmmu th

...;

|

‘u the

chatin thetis
in Libre, womuil needsallo fuy that his pl.\cm
inthecreation was in Lsbra, In
odus ,God commanded that the tealt of taber-

Surueisalwaies |

nacles fhy ceiebrated in the end of the
yeaie, whenthe Meaclices had gathered their |
fusits o of chic ficlds, Wheseforcic mu‘}u eds |

be that harvelt was ia the beginning of the
yeaie (the beginningand cnnmb being both |
rogether) and ot by counting backwards w:ex

fhali finde that the Suane was in Librain thc‘

The reftof the x..gn-ncso, fthe P’xr»r: coi-
h“ OF pﬂl CA”'CS moic \'vL'Ii\C ‘I\ no\ater,
Firf,wehat is morcunreafor 'nc 1o arcafonable
man (hm this, t‘mf\\xt mori \uu‘u glu

upon the 7. of Danzcl. [
i
I

«Acoalc of firc ina mans hand

1o very much, it heatethvery
ken more flowly, ic heatech
if'ic lie fill, it burneth violently.
Befidethis, alfo expericnce confinmeth my af-
fertion. In the yc:r‘ of our Lord 1513. the
iuto Pfces was almoft in tiine
..l' & with Sararas (huo.\anc a little while
sficrthie was a great froft and fuow conti-
suing many dayes: and when Sazwrae begana-
aine tobediredt, the \\umu was indifferent
warmne. Inthe yeare 1518, in Apxill Ispiser al-
moflt in fecunda fationebeholdmg Satnrne in
S fane prim, caufed a great heat, confidering
the time of the yeare. I the yeare 1520, Sax
ryrae (a5 1faid before) being (tationarie made
fuchacold, that foiled the Grapc; and made
Wine dtarc. Urou thefz examples and many o-
ther Tmay conclude, chacthe worke andinflu-
enceof J’/.w::!. ismoll fele when they are fta.

wesbeci-| A | tionary:becanfe ¢l

beginning of the world, Tothisagieeth Tofe-}
phus de asquit. Libx, cap. 3. Rabbi Eleszar 1C
npon Ger wd Rabbi doraham, AbezExra)

=]

{inoneplace by&c:thn ofthe flow
{ baftion isinlike forta temed thi:
jreafoncan A/lrn/mrzr: giv
{ unto a arre five debi
expmcuccxm(.un them, that 2.
luvdc: the beamesof rh\ S
| grear, n;y’lo-nt {3y
teftuncruth, For, .rlermr.fbtmu of the na ur';"
ofthat Planer with v hich heeis ¢ conjoyned, it
hegoefrom conjunétion with Sarurre untothe |
'Sunnc he gewre h o dcox tics thereby, butra- |
xloung the feeble and unfortunate Naure
Sararvue, veceivedi 2inore ttror
| nate nature of che Suane, 1¢
{mecthat A feremrie comb
deceiveth himieite, For it hee b
henatrally will caufe winds, be
he not (ll\t[y]l"?(‘hu‘ cth winds, but cauftth |
cempetuous windsand foule weather, In V4J
ries, Taurus, ((axcer, he maketh cempelts, in |
Virgoand Scorpuits, rag) aging Scas,in Sz'g,l i, |
(L,,nccn-m, A/]x-rxu‘/, :md P:ﬁu, raineand |
fhow, Agamc when m.m) dsy(smﬂc(hcrth
hath beenc faire weather, the Sunpeif it cos
tobein conjunction or any orher afpect
Sarurne, maketh very foule weacher, and mc.c-l
fore the afpects of the Suune and lkpn:r:\: cal- !
led aperteoncs portarnmspro pluyre. This could |
not come to paile if Serarne had his force dimi- |
nifthed by the bcamrsoilIu(unnmAp/a"x:lfox
being in Sazrmé, that is, being within 16, mi-
nutes of the Gunsmmd.e hatht thereby . digu -1
ties, which cannot w c]lbe, ifthat combuftion
give s.debilities.For the Planer is inthe middle
of his combuflion, and the Sunne catteth his
beames and force very mently upon it
Ticfechings fhew how abfiird 2 dreame com-
buttionis: yet if it werea good and found prin-
ciple of A {Arologic, and gwe wiito every pl;mct
zcd:mlmcs, yee it could not be proved, that
beity from combuftion fhould give five dig-
nil \mna onlya meeic ablence and privation
of the cther, Mignzsac the prefouce of the A-|
damant,ishindercd from draning Iron : yet if'}
the Ademans beaway, the m:un:vcmxe of
the magnesis not increafed. Htrc I might with
t.dcco.mtc(hcmpum.cs of Plunets, directi-
ons,alpects,applications, preventions, refiena-
tions, m(hmanyiu\h like, bue _my inteut az
this time isoncly to {hew thec fome untruths
{| of our Progaefiicarers.
Thus wuch of the grounds of their predi&ti-
ons, now follow the matters, of which they
rﬂgﬂﬂ/frcart,mld chey are verymany: nay,
thereis nomatter almoft, of wehich they w il
not give their verdite: but how they docthis
| willbriefly make it manifeft uptothee,that their
lies and theirunchriftian dealing inzy bee more
| loathed of thee.

1. They foretell of Comets, Emhquakcs,
Ezmines,and plagues,&c. buuhcv doeitasthe
blind man which cafiesh bis ftaff¢ hee kuoweth
uior where. No man as yet ever knew the true
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caules of thele. As for Comets and blazing }A
[tarses, they dee not vife ofthe influence of a-
ny {tarres, neither arethey any earthly things,
butarc in heaven, moft commonly farre above
the Moone, as by Geometricall and Aftrono-
micall demonftrations may bee proved : How
this commeth to pafiethe Lord only knoweth.
And furcly theydoe thee great injury, that)
whenasno doube, God doth lighten them,and |
fend thereft exeranrdinavily, &s chreating to-
kensof his fore difpleafure, yer they will rocke
thee afleepe in the cradle of fecurity, by telling
that fuch tokens came from cheordinary courle
of theheavens.

2. They forctell all things which happen in
civill affaires amongft men, as arethefe which
follow :

( Love and hatredof kinsfolke.

Marriages.

Increafeof Farmes andlivings.

Injiries ardgquarrels,

Rayfing of rents.

Exatling of fubfidics by officers.

Falfe rimors,

Impriforments.

HLrd intreating of Ecclefiafricall perfons.

Buysng, [elling, wndermming.

The findying of [ciences.

Friendsfallout for trifles.

Selemneprogreffes.

Favowr of woble men.

Men flallfal, body, andgoods, into the
Pringes hands.

(Merchandife xnprofitable,0c.

B

A

2

C

Thefe and fuch like procezd onely from the
will of man: the conftcllations of” ftarres are
acither fignesnor caufis of them. Some will
Loy, Nen smponere neceffizatem, fcd inclinare
Stellas, that is, That ftavres doenot confiraing,
buc onely incline the mindes of men: a'moft
wicked fiying, although moft commonly fpo-
kenof and defended. For theinclining of the
will of maniis onely the worke of God, asthe
holy Scriptures docteachus. The beart of man
(faith Salomen) purpofeth his wayes, but the
Lorddireéterh bs fleps, O Lord (faith Leremy
the Prophet) thar the wiiy of mn &5 wot in bims-
\[elfe, neither is it im man to walle and dirett his
| fieps. He [peaketh this becaufe that Nebughid-
nezzar purpofed to have made warre againft
the Moabiresand eAmmomtes, buthearing of
Zedekias rebellion, heturned his power togoe
againft Zernfalem, chercfore the Prophet faith,
that whereas hee had otherwife purpofed, yer
this wasthe Lords inclination and direction,
Againc,inthe Proverbs we rcade this: Thathe
heart of the King #s inthe hands of the Lord,as
theriversofwaser, hee divecterh it whither hee
will It will be faid thatalthough God properly
i and immediatcly inclincth the will of man; yet
+ allo fome finall inclination muft be given' unto
] cheStavres, and thatimmedacely. ~ For

D

to the Countrey-mar,

{ (onjlellations warke npan the Elements
by shefore firf qgsalities,
Elemernss workz “upon, ard alter the
H compourd bodres and bhumors.
Say [(‘ ompownd bodes by their gualities
< change the fenfer. .
Tke fenfes being alicred, the nder-
anding is altercd,
Thennderfanding Lafily altereth and
1 snclineth the will of pean,
LTherfare Confeliations incline thewill

This veafon is not much uniike that which
the drunken man maketh, ferving as well for
thedefence of his vice, as the former for ap-
proving of truth in divination.

Hewlich drinkethwell, flecpeth well :

Hewhich fleepethwell thiisketh no barme :

Hewhich thirketh nobarane, is a good man:

Therefore hee which drinkeshwell, is a good
man,

Thie deceits and uneruchs which bee in their
reafons, are very many :

1. The flarscs worke upon mens bodics, yet
fo that the nacure of the Countrie and foyle,
the meatsand drinkes have moft commonly
greater force. Whyarethe bodies of Gentie-
men of England and poore labouring men of
divers difpofitions ? arc they not both in one
country ? doe uot the ftarres thew their force
in them alike? yes cruly,bueche kind of lifeand
diet prevaileth. In the fame region, why are
they, which dwellupon hils, of other tempera~
wuresthan they which dwell upon plaine and
champior ground 2 why doc not thefame in-
fluencesof Starres make them of likenatures ?
isitnatbecaufe the nature of thefoyle prevai-
letiv? Sothen, whenasthere be many cautes
efieltuall, and differ ing inaltring mens bodics,
tobuildan argument upoa one caufe is moft
unteafonable. ~ . ’

2. - The ftarres worke upon the Elements,
carth, water, ayre, byimaking heat, cold,moi-
Rure, d e Elements, how workeithey
onmens bedies ? They will slfo fay by making
heat, cold, moyfture, drinefle : which is mott
untrue:: for che hoteer; and dricr the elements
be, thecolder and moyfier by naturc are meas
Dbodies. A tothat faying of Enspedocle
Nature placed ahot bodyin a cold countzey,
and acold body ina hot countric.

3« The Philsfophersiaythatall canfes areei-
therperfe or per accidens. Now the heavens
being caufes of chealteration of the fenfes per
accidens they muft not be caufes of the inclina-
tion of the will, eicher per ¢ or per aocidens,
but per accider.tis mecidens, which ismoftri~
dieulous, Lo

4. This long chaine by which they finke
the will of man to thé farzes, if it fhall beap-
plied unto particulars, it muft needs breake:
for theadtions of the will is buying, filing,

fome,

|mavelling, lying, heaping vp wealth, misde-

ring, {preading of falée sumers, offering of dif-
coutelics, hatingof kinsfoikes, and fuch like,

Q4qq4q which
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which our heaven-gazers foretell, havene co-
herence with the fiif qualities, hear, cold,moi-
fture, drinefle : neither canthey anyway pro-
ceed from them, and therefore the ftarres can-
notbe caufes of thew, for they worke onely by
thefe qualities.

5. This reafon is nothing totheir PH?O& i
for becaufe they grant that 2 manmayfreely
refift theinclination of the ftarres, and hemay
hinder thar, unto which the farres bend his
will, how darethey prefume to fay this or that
willcometto paffe # The heathen men gave up
themfelvesto their owne lufts and vanities, and
followed every little and vaine inclination: and
of them, in thisorder, did ancicat Afrologers
among them divine that this or thattime, fuch
adtions,fuch vices, fuch enterprifes fuch aftaires
fhould be amang them. In like manner our
Englifh wifees, {peakeef wsasthough wee
wee beafts, not reafonablemen, as though we
neverhad heard the blefled Gofpell of God,re-
ver tafted of the graceof God, never leamed
whatis good and what is bad, never laboured
to fubdue our lufts and atfections, alwayes tur-
ned to and fro withthe blaft of any influence,
working very flenderly in us.

Thusmuch of Civill affaires. They make
metion alfo yearely of the difeafes which
fhall reigne : but the way whichthey follow, is
taken forth of the barren and uncertaine rules
of theold Affrelogers,who doe foafcrib

B

A j haft notoue caufe tofeare their threatings,bue

rather to be forry for their continuall deceits,
wifhing them minds chac they mayone day fee
theirownefolly.

Concerning the time when the conflellzti-
onstaketheir effedts, our Progueficators Gy
that fome take their effectsthe {ame yeare,fome
1ot the fame yeare, bue leng after, as grear con-
junionsand eclipfes.For they fay iftheMoome
beeclipfed one houre, fhe worketh her effoéta
moneth after ; ifewo houres, two monsths af-
ter;and the Swane for every houreitis eclipfed,
taketh his cffect an whole yeare afier.Truly this
rule which they follow, muft needsbe againft
2l xeafon, For why (hould not all conjunctions
i and oppofitions of the Swwe and Maewe de-
| ferre theireffcéts, as well asthofe conjunétions
| and oppofitions in which the Sxmme and Moone
iscclipfed ? ifthey (hew forth thcit power irn-
mediately afeer, why (hould notthefealfo doe
the fame ? Moreover Epignofticall Afrolegers
who haveconferred the cousfe of the heavens
with hiftories, (hew very manifeflly, thate-
clipfes doe nor deferse the time of working
theirfpite upon the carth,

In theyeare of our Lord 1419, the Swwwe
waseclipled in Mries, & prefeatly afier thewed
all his force. There wasagreat fedition in Prag
thatyeare ; In Paras an uprore berweenethem
zitﬁne Cityand d’ltlgllivtfﬁl], adtwothou.]

Schollers w T

every Planet certaine difeales, thatif need (hall
require, they may referre the fame difeafesunto,
many fignificators, s in the plague, the putri-
fadkion of humorsis attributed unto Japirer,
the tharpe fever unto ¢ Mars, the madnefic
which followeth unto (Mercurie, the whole
plagueunto ¢HMars. Inthe plurefie the inflam-
mation of thebloud betweene the skinne cal.
led Pluritis, and theribbes, isattributed wito
Tupiter, the fuppuration of thebloud unto Sa-
txywe, and thewhole plurefieunto Tuiter:In

A i

C

the Jaundes theinfl p
humors, unto Zapiter ; the yellow humor in the
gaulc, unto Mays, the obftretion of the parts
unto Sazwrae, the whole Jaundes being white,
untoAars;black,unto Serarwe.And fo'in every
difcafe,thcyufc(hisincmﬂan:ieaudanbigui.
in Pragsficating, It isa rule among he A-
?roh ers, that if the Planets fignifiers of dif-
eafes be wellaffected then there fhal be no dIfe
eafes burhealth: ifthey beevilly atfeced; then
difeafze follow, Qur Pregweficaters never
marke this tule, but howfoever the Plasietsbe
affected; they (traitwaies pronounce that fich
difeafes fhall reigne. For cxample;Thelaft wins
ter quarter it was faid by one of them, that the
difeafes which fhould affli& mensbadies, were!
thewines; eoughs, cold laskes, fivelling of
the face and throte, falling of the Colmell, fore:
eyes,deafeneile,the Rone, gowe, dropfie, green- |
ﬁckndl'e,madnd{‘:,qmmmf:m,&:.zndall
the Planets fignifiersef difeafes inthat quarter
were indifierent wellafte@ted : whereforechou

henalfomWemeeflone
king of Bohemia,being ina greac palfic died.In
the yeare 1524. there was a conjundien of |
Saswrweand Iupiser in Seerpine,and ilfoagreat
«clipfe of the Swwne in June, which tooketheir
chie@sthefame yeare : Churfesking of France,
drivenforth of his country : warre betweens |
the Dawes and the men of S/efivicke. There was
2 inGermany, Civill diffentiona-
m%:;t&l;xli;g;erings of the Empire and them
which tooke the part of Jo/w Huffr. 1433.3n
eclipfe of the Suwne in Sagitsariou, his ctie&ts
began preferly, and lafted agieat while : Even
then Conflamermeple was caken by the Twrke.
The Humgarinnsand Bohemians befieged Fre-
dericke the Emperour, 1472.the a7, of Aprill,
the Swmue was eclipled in Tunras, Mars bea
ing in aAfries, and Jupier in Sagistavim. The
fame yeare infummer was fuch heat and dri-
neffe of weather, that weods cven withered,
and one might wadeover deeperivers. In the,
yeares of our Lord 1476. 1460. 1469. 1486,
1502. 1538, and many yearcsafter, there were
both great conjuntiens and ftrange eclipfes,
which tooke their effeéts prefently, not one, or
two, or three yeares after(as our heaven-gazers

beatetheein hand.) All thefe examples which I

bring againtt them, I have notfained, butzaken

fosth of thofe bookes which they haveingrea-

tefteftimatien, and could, if need fhould ferve,

bringan huudred more, all to thew their lies,

when asthey commonly faythus,There fhal be

an eclipe this yeare, marry I will nothere de-

cenmine his effects, but refervethem to be dc&

sclaredy

——
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clared in my Prognoflicatien one yeare ortwo A
yeares hence, when ic will take place. .
To know where the effets of the flares
fhalltake place,they have appointeduntocvesy
fignc certaine countries, as over Envope they
have fetthe fiery Triplicity, over the Orientall
and Nouth partsof /s, the ayrie Triplicisy, |.
the watcry Triplisity over Afriea, over the
South paits of Afia thic carthy Triplicity : and
fo cvery peculiar figne hath-his dominion over
fome parts of chofc. Now therfore when a con-
jusétion or eclipfe is in any of thefe ignes, the
Citics and countries fubject wito then,fecle the
force of that conftellation-efpecially. Thisj&: a

?mm flaughter than of the Jewes. who arc
ubje& unto Seorpins and not unto Sagirari’
wr. Inthe years 1464. aconjunction of higher
I:l;x:‘t;hvr:in P:j‘;cu. under whofe dominion,
altl mrepe benot placed, yet irmoft felt |
thtGmnbyuzublcsmsmilwy:ms.So 1576,
and 1577, twoeclipfes-of theSunnc, the one
in Leo,theother in Capricorne tooke their cf-
fe@sin Geriwany: whenas Leo and Caprivorne
dLoe x'xgt'n?l,:r}m Countrey. It is vaine to fhew

les,thefe
fhalt be fihient- . "
Thisthell fuflice to havefpoken of cheir ge-
nerall Peodidtions now follow their fpecial de-
<+ atioth of the (b 4 c

14 P

moft manifeft untruch, and may be conf

mariy reafons: Y Thcnm\’r"fthnﬁgnesisnd’t
the amc 1owias it was in times paft,and bythe
confoffion of thebeft leaned haveothereffects |
now, than they had inthedayesof king Prolo- |;
wie : yet we feethe mature of countries aud peo-
glc!o 1emaine the fame fRill :as may bee feene

y seading Tacitus, Pliny; Gafar,Sirabe. 2.
eAwerica which is halfe the wotld, hath-ne
fignes appoitited overit: why?-it was found
outof face; Trueitis, bue this is an argument
that the Rules, of Aftrefogie are abfurd,- and
were the bare inventions and- imaginations of
idlebraines. For, there is novdoubt, but thit
Awerica his partsand Uands as Brafilea,Pers,
Pari, Terra Florida,lava Majer,lava Miner,
Pulodna,Pavilerga,Submh: Maflana, Mastan, |
1 , Co Re, Jamwica,Gre. -havefelt
theforce of thofe Confiellations, which they
mribme o fomepar:s tf :hckold world; Be-

iddle Zese,

: perature of the
weather, wherein I willfe forch firft of ail =
B moftmanifeft and abfurd diction, which

moft ofthem'make, ond thatis this : They ufe
(as Ihavefaid) tofet downe their judgements
of the whole quarter, thatit fhould be cither |
wmoift, hot,cold,or dry : afrerward judging par-
ticulardythey difprove by particular dayes thar
which they1aid_beforc, In.the yearc of our|.
Lord 158x. onefaid that iut the Autumne qutar»
ter fhould be a great droughe, yet I perufing
his particular judgeimentupon the dayes of the
quarter, finde it (hould -have plentyiof rainc,
Inthe yeare laft paft, anotherfaid, the fammer
fhould be fo hot and dsie,: that even wels and
sivers (Hould be dried up; and fifhes be fcarce;
and carrell die for want of water: yetthefame
pertyin hisparticular jud of thewea.|
ther, maketh 30. daycsof the fame quarter, at

the leafk rainc and mifling, -and 30. other either

and have both Planets and fignesful overthem,
and thereforeif the fiarcesthyeaten any flrange
thing to come, they muft efpecially feclc ir. 3.

Experiencethecaufe of all adts,is againfl chem,
as ismanifeftinthefe examples: 47. yearesbe-
fore the Nativity of our Saviour Chrift, there
wasa conjunction of the higherPlanctsin Scor-
pins; and then was civill warre'berweene (-
farand Pempey: And the change ofthe Empire
was in Enrepe. But accordinguntotheinftitu-
tion of Aftrelogers, all thefe troubles fhould
have beencin Afrike, becaufe Scorpins bath his
 domirion there. In the yeare of our Lord 34.
there wasa great conjunction of planctsinLes,
ard then (faitlronc very prophanely) was the’
! Gofpell preached (hwugﬁ theworld. Butif he
|- make this conjuntion to bea figne of the prea-
| ching of the Gofpell, then it fhould morchave
|ibin preached in the parts of Ewrepe than Afis,
| which isnottiue, Tn the yeares of our Losd
} 231.and 1137, there were great conjunions
{in irgo, and yet the Countries fubject to this
| figne felt noharme,buc Zealy wastroubled with
j the Pepesluperitions, aud Arrins his herefic
{ was broched, There was s mecting of Planets
i—in Sagararins 73.ycares after Chriff, when as

=]

| Otho, Galba, Visellins, and Ve efpafiantzoubled
the Reman Empirc, yet there was no where
| more grieveus warres than in Paleftie, and no

p orverycold. .
In one word, the judgements whicharefet {
downc ofthe weather, they are morc tolerable
than theréft: yetaslong asthe world endurgth,
noman {hai be able to progmofficate truly whae
weather fhall beinevery day of the yearc. The
caufes of this I have fec downe before, and need
not nowto repeat.Whercforethey migheleave
oftany longer to bufie themfelves inthis kinde.
And it fhall befufficient for che lcading of a
Chyiltianlife, to know the generalland ordina-
ry eftate of the parts and fcafons of the yeare,

Thethirdreafon, impieties.

Efidesall this, the impious {peeches and
Bungodly pradtices, which thefe men ufe,
might move 2 Chiiltian.man to loath cheir
predictionsFirtk, yearcly fome of them doc fore-
tell whether men fhall fudy and imbrace, or

forget and neglec csue Religion. What 2 filthy
::mclg devillifh thing isthis,not to bee fuffered in
aCommon-wealth whetethe Gofpellof Chrift
ispreached. Every man naturally is the child of}
wrath, the unprofitable fervant, dead i all Kind
of fine, hisunderftand ing itisenmicy againft
God,hisaffeti belli init his wil;
nonedoth good, nonotone : not onchach any
faculty toseceiveor keepe teue religion : we are

as fawesin thehandsof God, as the Prophes

Qqqg 2 Efy
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L[y ipcaketh:how thenbecome we religious ?
by che oncly worke of God. Nowsan cax come
some (faith Chrift)exceps the father draw bim.
AndasGod drawethus §eft unto true religi-
on, fo hee alfo maketh uscontinue in thepro-
fefling of thefanic,asS, Paw/faith, beewhich
bach beguna geod werke ix yow, witl finift the
| [amse,&c. By whatmeanes JothGnd docthis?
by the outward preaching of the -Law and the
Gofpell,and by the inward working!of his ho-
ly Spirit : other meanes the. Scriptiice never
mentioneth, On the contrary party #iany ihan
refufe’ the grace of God, and. will tet! imbracc
thetrie Religion, it prooeedeth framiche hard-
‘neffe of his owne heart; and wilfull .rebellion:
Scéing thercforethe rebiellidn of mancommeth
from his owne witl; atd the imbracing oftrue
godlinefle from God alone:: why- date they
Prcﬁxme,‘wixhnn:g:xdmp'nz,tba’d,?uynethe

fiellations asad; ither. or
God inthis divine worke. Againe, thez predi-
| @ions ave-bery perilous,for if 2 man be wicked-

A

sedfor the pole eArsick,for fuch a city whofe
[némdec’;ql IathhdtﬁChl{l. TrE
2. Quartillrevolution. -
3. Reétified for the motions avd afpells of the
« imeridiax and elevation. s i
4. (+ wpricorne ingquality cold and dric; melans
cholic, intaflebister, m&urnnl{ feminine,
meridionall. sfrhe earthly irigon. .
5. Mercarialifis,Tovinlifts, Martinlifis, Hi-
< v emal Solftice; eAERivals Vernil, dninmnals
6. Parsterureconpled with the Drsgons taile,
7+ Taarew 4 figne of the earthly trigomifme s~
i mk);nﬁi-xbff;hilmo[ap 1end Virgs
afthe. mpe sie figme of she prévention
wyrmedingf j“ R i ; o
82 A figne of thesfeme iRngularity,Inpisen
i Lc:ﬁlg:f t'bia: :j'f’,"""": re/l'i’m‘ nJiI,JJ ;',M

9 Planctsvetrograles <+ < 1.5« - .
10 C«Mnﬁ:«lﬂt_ pofi

11 Lumarydefed?, 7
lnhﬁ’“{&;’"m. 't coul
1. N £ &r. hors, Prcissy oAl

| lysgiven, they hinder him from the acka

ledging of his finne, becaufe they make him lay
parc of his fanltsupen the farres, when as il
‘indeed comie from his owne foule. And if 2
‘masibe 2 penitentfinnier,and fecle the grace of
God 3 yetbring weake in faith and conieience,
they miake him netito put his whele tult in
‘God,ard o dovehisn with all hisfoule, with:
albhis@trength ; bue allure him'infodte parcto
attribure that unto the flarres, whichis the one-
1y worke of God, and notof any creathure. .. .
2 They.ufe to foretell what wices fhall:
reignc,asinthcfc cxamples : Lose
A There foalbe manch wnlawfull and fecret
'whoredeme. - ..
Great yobbing byhigh-wayes files: .
Wanton and yowng meen [ball i in.their
] Ladies laps, byreafon of theiv G og-

DESSES wekplacing.

U Many [ballufe deceit andconzewing,

By thele and fuch like, lewd and diffolite
peopletake occafionsand-aré. Rirred uptolive
prophaniely, - and to follow thofe vices, unto
whichthe Jufts of theirnature carry them.

Thefoursh reafow,tricks
’ of deceit.

A}ugler which taketh upen him to doe
{trangethingsmuft ufe many fleights, left
if the ftancer by fhall fee hinrichni‘iigierde—
maiue hee be defcried, and althis former cun-
ning turne to his fhame. Our Progwefficators
underftanding this; havethobight it convenient
to ufe in their kindefome tricks  of deceiving
Jugles, T can callthem by no better name,for
Totheyare indecd, Firft, publiﬂ\ins their pre~
ditions inthy behaife, they ufe fuch abfurd,
unknowne, and infolene words, as (T thinke)

ueverthelike wereread or heard amongft usin
England. As are thefe which follow
1. A Prognoffication Aftrolegicaly calewla-

o
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chindss, Meffahaia, Zael, e Albahazen, H-
- bys Al lbsmacet, Albubaser,Gugdey Bonctms,
sHifpalenfis, Fivmise, eAbralum, Avenez
v, Trifmegiftaiswith meny &ber windross
w1 Dodkars, baviug 4 greas deale of fmall lears
wing and Geing far benne, i s Caldea, Per-
i Arabin,Invie. . g RS
¥ Thouwiltywhatmeanes allchis > here
is, learning no doubt it gaflerh my capa-
Qis?:uhow;u;ld nét have. m’,ﬂnmu?ke, Er
wete for nothing but for this, zo_fee aud heare
how profound ous Progmeficaiers are? Thoy
farre deceiveft thy felte. .forchey. perceiving
wiell, that their deceitsand lyes:mgay be foone
efpied, haveinvened ftrange termes to colour
them, and to cafta mift befosethine eyes, that
thoumaift not {ce their naughty dealing,Fora-
ny man the moretrue and honeft hee thinketh
bis.mateer, themore defirous ishecto {peake
plainiy totheunderftanding ofall. ;

2. Tt wasa point of the knaveric of the De-
vill, otherwife called eApolls, asthe Heathen
menasked hi fell, toanfwer doubrfully,
becaude when ashe was ignorant of theevent,
yetwouldnor, but feeme to know, asin this
anfiver,

Iselithee Pyrthusthe Romanes may
congwer.

It isunderftood two wayes;either that e£4-
cidesmight vanquifh the Romans, or theRo-
mans efacides. Our Pregnoffssaters have

chofen 2 very good patterne to follow, their
dealisig' with thee is the like : when they daube
and canzot tell what toProgreffscare,thenthey
ufe two wayes of foretelling, cither to fpeake
that which istrueevery way, orchar which is
trucevery yeare. For the firft, among(t many
examples,T will put one or two thatthou maift
de their dealing intrue, not forged examples.

1. The conjunétion of Mars and Saturre

threaten warres, but Zwpirer will mitigate
the




sothe Countrey-man.

the fame : asaman thould fay the Prognoffica-
sor telleth true, excepe hic eellalye.
2 1585, Wethall have a very dry winter,
if peradventure any flouds and flore of raine
| doc fall, they (hal’i procecd of former cau~
fes.

< 8

3 Thisfummer quarter islike to be for the

reateft partdric and whole, yet it is like nei-

ther to beetoo hot, or too'cold, but indiffe~
rent. )

4 Neicher faire, nor foule, both together.
5 Faireand calme, buta licclemifling.

6 Cloudsportendingraine and fhow.

Examples of thole predittions, whichmay
agrecto very yeare, are common with them,as

s
s This yeare Artificers muft take heed of
too much firaining their backes,
2 Take heed of venturing in flippecy pla~
cesboldly in buildi
3 Old menfhall die,
4 Death of Sheepe and other cattell this
yeare fhall be.

5 Sundry difeafesarc like to reigueamongtt
many which will fweepe away many,

6 Falfe rumors, imprifonments,cortures. i
7 Brcthren and fifkers fhall not love encan-
other. .

8 Sundry men and women fhall betroubled
with paines in theireyes.

9 Much ftrifc amongft men and women,

10 Small love amongift kinsfolkes,

11 Much unlawfullluft,chis yeare,and fecret
fornication. B

12 Some Ecclefiafticall perfon fhall beein |
trouble, and fome noble man fhalldie, this is
everat one placeor others

A

D

13 Many fhipwracks, and other Rirreson
the feas.

34 Many fhall addit themfelves tothe flu-
dy of Negromancie.
ine, befide thefe wayes there is alfo a
third, and chatis this: They fearing left theic
Prognoflicatians fhould notbee regarded be-
cavic of their lics, and thar they might winne
men unto the ufing of them, haveadjoyned 4.
Sronemioall matcersof the rifing and t!tx'mg of
flarres, of theafpedts and motions of planets,
which arc no profit to thee, Here alfo they
have annexed tables of all thefaires in the land,
and of the chiefe high wayes, which being of
fome price with thee, make that which is
naugh of it flfe, to be of fome account.

oA (onclufion,

T'Hus much Reader) Thope fhall be
fufficient to perfwade thee of the vanity
of Progneftications: ifnox, I befeech thee ac-
ceptof iny fimple endevour, ferving in fome
partunto thy profic. For if thou bee a Chriftian
man,thou oughteft only to be contented with
knowing the times and ordinary feafons of the

e : not regarding nor fearching any fecree
and fpeciall Predictions, for which the Lord
mever gave any man warrant, but in plaine
words hath forbidden ther. Nay, they which
be ingraffed into Jefus Chrift indecd, are fo
farre from fearching what thallbee hereafter,
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that they Jead alifc which isa continuall me-
ditation of prefentdeath, The whichthe Lord
for ]eﬁnﬁg: graut unto us, that we may in
fome meafure behold our ownevanitics,

T rinmni Deo fit omnis bonos, omns gloria.
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