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RIGHT VHVOR-
, STR Tromas Horcrort

KNIGHT, WETH “THE VERTVOVS
LADIE Elizpnetn HIS WIEE:
Grace and Peace.

Hat waighty charge of Snld:%oﬁ (Right Worfhipfull) to every fonne o/A
| wifedome, for the * keeping of his heart withall watch and ward,
8 | may wel perfwinde s , shitfise massers ift grear importance depend jaProrsay.
thereon : Awiing many becaufe sy gaiesyjay nas begreat before fo [mall
B0W aciric) Iwilltaiich one. Thereds affrange'defire, not of carchly, but of |
fpirituall powress, after. the fnﬂ)jfian of thahsiheare. Godfaith,b My bprovzy. s,
fonnc give me thy heart ; andte him indeed the righi belongs : Yes shrough mans tranf-|
grefiion Satan hath got fuch hold thereof, that unleffe it be by divine power be will wot bec_ |
kept out ; and thoughwe heare nos Satans voice,yes his < dealing bewrayes his meaning,thas | ¢Secf8,y,
above allthings in man he defires the heart. Onge ke fkrovcabout a dcad ¢ mans body, ';'f":[“l‘gd
o but doubslefe his purpofe thereinwas to have [et sip an idollfor. hims elfe inthe hearts of the | ludcs. g
living. But what is mans hears shas it fhenld, be fe defired ? Surelyin fubflance lissle, bus )
forimployment almoftinfinise :- It is a Treafurc™ whereois man bringeth all bis aitions,| e Mahary
good er cvill: it w a Temple, wherein s placed cither the Arke of God, cr Dagonifor| Hiscfubs,
the devill, Teait isa t Dallace wherein dwelleth, and 4 Throne whereon fisteth either | S Kimti
Chrift, or Satan, the 8 King of glory, or the® prince of darknefle : and i he that keeps | Demnricd
pofieffion will there exercife dominion. Neither maywee thinke that one heart will fd‘;:-" Bl
[iffice both thefe 5 % No man can ferve twomaters : God will bave all or ronc ' 1€any | tFiiay.,
partbe fhared from him, inhigh difpleafuré heeleaves the reft, and fo the whole | hEphelén
fallsto the devill. Now fishshe cafe flandesh thus with mans heart, doth it not neerely ;;}’;’;%ﬁj
concerné every one 16 kiow his owone effate in shis behalfe 5 to wit, what kinde of trealury, |ib. g,
whofe Terple, whafe Pallace and. Chrone bis Hcart s # shas if all be well fic may rejoyce, | {Muh
and|o keepe it for the Lord s if ovherwife, then feeke redre(fe besime. ,;f:ug“ Dis

T 0this purpofe ferves this prefent Treatife : wherein osin a glaffe may firft be ftene,the | bb, diteds
fearfull tace of mans naturallhear, full fraught with cvill thought s void of good confi- g“'ﬂﬂ:;
deration,and [omoft fit for Sasar : then after doe thefe bleffed meanes appeare, whereby e i,
mans naturall heart may - bee'reformed, so become the Temple of God, the feat of | duwfin ut,
grace, and 4 » bed of fpices fag the welbeloved to feedupon. And shefe are paints of ey
that importance, thas whofoever negleflesh them, may [ay farewell grace, axd bidadicn | n Can.s.
10 Godhimfelfe : for inthe heart, if as allimaman, muft shefe be feated.

Now the publifhing bereof being commsittedimsamee, Jﬂ"fﬁm the fame unto your Wer-
fbips, and under yourprotection defire so commitnd it ta thé Churchof God. It would too
much enlarge my gasesso annexe she manifold reafons which move me 10 this choice on your
bebalfe ; onclythis 1 pray, (that [ecing it 1s the 5[t fruits of miy babewr inthis kind wherein
1 had full power of free choice in my dedicatian) it way intimage 10 you both, mine unfained
bearts defireof that everlafting good I wifbamto your foules : and alfo teflific in pare my
thankfull minde for your manifold {uvours tome,and mine who deyend upon you.

Now God Almighty bleffe your Worfhips , withyonr childres and familie, according to
your feverall necefissics of his mercy and goodnefJe, for foute and body, inthislifc and for
ever.  Cambridge, Auguft2o. 1606.

Your Worfhipsinthe Lord,

.. Thomas Pierfon,




I'o the Reader.
oA Now (goid Reader) thas for my furtherance in the) wblifhing o téa Tradlate,
1 hdéb: Awshors owne draught of the plasforme ¢gf€t 3 bﬂ:ﬁ‘;{:(u hfeit Co..
pies of aBl bis Sermons. L bave for plaimwelfefake dividedis.inte Chapters and
Sedtions : for-she besser cffeiding wheresf, I was confirained 10 tranfpofé two

;f the Ves, otherwife I donbt nas, bus every onc that heard is preached, will judge mee 16
ave deals faishfully wishthe godly Anthor, The Lord profper it to thy good.
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_ Gen. 8.verfe 21. A '
And 1 Lovdfaid in his hears, Iwill henceforth carfe thecarth no more for mans caufe:
for thelmagination of mans heart is evilleven from bis youth. -

CHAP

Theunfolding of che Text,by way of prq)a(e‘;p‘oirb the Treatifc,

N che former part of |A
this Chapter, . Aofes
. hath faithfully related
‘the drying, of thewa-
ters aﬁcrgrhc flood;
and Noabs faerificing'| .
¥ untoGod,with Gods
2 acceptance .thereof.
Now in this verfe and the next, he recordeth
luch lawes and decrees as God made with
Noub touching thereftauration of nature pe-
1fhed by the flood ; as well for the fparing of
the creaturss from fuch bke deftruétion,as for
the contintance of his providence in'aced-
full times and feafons, mece for cheir, furyre
prefervation, Thefe words containe the fisft
of thefe lawes:whercin we may obfcrvechrce
points; AMofes s preface o thislaw ; che law
jtfulfeyandcherealon chereof. ¢

1. The prefacey «A4ud the Lmi}iidin bis
hearr. Theie words muft not be taken proper-
ly, for Godhath noran hearcasa man hach,
ncicher fpe.keth heasaman deek: ; buchere- |
by is meant, that God deresmined and fec
downe with lamfelfe chislaw and decree.

In this phrafc of fpecgh, note this one C
thing : Ifit had pleafed him, God could hive
fpoken to man by a voice, the hearing wher-
of would have confounded him : but ashere
wefee,he dachabafe himfclfe, andasic werg |
layalide his honour and mighr,and fpecketh
unto us after the manner of men, cven to g

Y

capacity of the meft fimple. Which ecachech,| .

us, that icis the good will and pleafure of §
God,chat not onely thelearned, butgvenhe.
unleztered and moft ignorane fhould ﬁquj )

hewo Idicverhavepenmed themina phrafey
apd fiyle that doch fo well accordto the G
pacity of the fimple. )
" 1L Point. Thedecreeitfclfe: 7 mill hence:
fml; enrfe the gmmd no more for mans eaufe.
Thisis the peremptory law of God touching
thereftauration of nature: wherein are con-
tained ewo things: fisftwhze God hach done:
tecondly, whatGod willnot doe hereafter.
The thing that God hach done, &, the curfing

of the earth : for he faich, I will curfe womore :

In this obferve, thac God may truly bee

|them upon the ereagures: yeefoas chefame

B | nion of ignorant people, who.hold thar gl

! is.3moft errohaops gng blind conceir, which [

{ the.time of trouble, chat is perfwaded it com.

{ Shimei curied fiim,andrailed on him, hefor- |

138>
. E,Eopd, it was not s che circh, burin men:

and undgiftand cheholy Scriprures: for elfe Al._w‘i[.h'eucc{g{gb curle the eaply no more for
; ,Kmt}ll( is, for mans finnes. Tn'the new Te-

‘;.'lpd.?or thnc?x Godfentt
gty They. e cho

VL -3

tures : not onely forthat he doth ordaine and |
decree all curfes,buc alfo becanf he inflictesh

is alwaics mott juffly deferved by fin, before
it bee inflitéd’ of the-Lovd2"And fo muift
Gods curfing of'the\earsh biee underftood ih
ehis place, as a fruit of his wesch for the fin of
mantaccordingly Godis faid dire@ly tocreate
«vill, lfa.45.7.becaufc whatfoever afflitions,
cutfes,1nd punifhmentsare intheworld,they
are ordaincd and inflited by God upon the
creatures for the fin of man.

This phinly confuzeth the commop opi-

goodshings,as peace, wealeh, joy,and feliciy
come from God ; bar all evill, as offl @ion,
calamity, curfes,and judgements,come from
the dzvill,and Gad only tuffercth them. This

filleth marty a-fofetwich much anguifh and !

impaticnce : for what comtort can hehavein |

meth wholly from the duvill, .and the hand |0
of God is not'thercin 2 Wee ¢ hcrefore muft.|!
laarne co teous shis opinion, and know |}
¢hay crofles and troubles come from Gode ||
This, Daviakpew-well, and thescfore wheir|'

bad Abifyai o touch him, becaufe (faichhe) |
;,sj 16, 10,91z if{or it mzy be)God hath bid
hemeurfe Davidje dofipbeclledy hus brethren
hp moft crecheroufly Told hi5n into Egypr, |;
sbe Loxd [ens bim before "’I“'!f'm"'“"
‘Sgcondly, here conlider the impullive |

e chasmaxgd:God 10 ey the carch by

iall finnes recor-
earfe:firltycarnal !
2d with worldly
carcs,and crowned in earchlyYlatires: I ehe
dayesof Noaly, they did eate, an A drinke, m.irrie,
andgive inmarisge, Matth.24. 38 Sccondly,
thecontempr of the Gafpell in the miniftery ot
Noab, who preached an hundred and ewenty §,
yearesunco them, while the Ak vas in buil- +
ding, but they were difobedichi; #5S. Peier

faith, following cheir awne pleafures and de-

lights. Whereby it appeares thiac thefe two

ARgRl shereaxe s ¢

implying that he once curfed it |
|

faid to be a caufe of curfes, & to curfchis crea-

{innes, Scenrity, and contempt of the Gopel,
ore

ilet ;.10--




Mans nasuewll-Fmaginations. .

aremoft grievous finness. for m;?oigh
delbuiliopynpe only upon al ind,(Ne»
eband hisfamily sxcepisd Jousaveavpenall
sreswresthps- lived by:bregshy - . - oo
Now looke asthelc finnes werein thd, old
worldievenfo arc chey rifgiinthis latt ageye-
cardiog to ishe: Prophrain;gf .our Saviqus
Chrifty Lk 243 6.4 58 3005 i the dsiceofl v
ab.fo bk ic'hinbdz:uﬁ:hfmaf odw: &
asthis ische ftace-of the whole world, fyis is
the flate-afchis ‘our Chutch; - moft mea are
drawnedinthapleaturesaf chis world; and
choaked wich thecares chereofs - far howfoes
ver they will arc the Gofpellpreachied, yet
few applyRheirhearts to. heleeve che (sme,
fhéwing farch the power: thereof by tepen:
tanccfrom dead workes, ahdamendment of
life in new obediéce. But wee mitft know, that
ifthefeewofinneabraughe.ecurfe, even de-
ftruction upon the old world, thea no dosbt
chey will bisng a fearfull ensfe upon thisage,
though not by water,. yet fome ocher. way
that ouncervaile che fl and cherf

A

}TZ\:“by.tozwiazqwermgd:ecbmn
Greasuzes, - Wee may. leane to humbje .our
(everandeaiye shahed whenmen Fesihom
whishsseramade spffmvcus,., togan hefare
us iqhedicnce 0 thelawes of jour Grencor.
LA\l Point. Thagealom of Godssdearse,in
chefewards,far the i of -mvant bpart ie
uidh wy e S7ams bis yogyly As che Githibis kpafG
DayeEme very Rrangesichac. God fipuld - no
move ewsfe.iho carsh ionmene becose the I-
muagination of his heare is evill': Tn ol dikelic
hogd o fhould havefuid the contriayy 7

verfo 5.6.that focing afl e dmagindtionsvef the
shonghts »mhuﬂ‘hfmlﬁm‘hﬂﬁﬁw
w‘:{r;/m mulﬁd: Mﬁ'gnh;rvh
A from wan 10 d4afsand every, arecping bbitg :
Hmmboshrhnf;ﬁdmguhqimy?}n
Thuszdn the Gxc chapter the Lord faich; ek
will umdtarjoy the m by wateny beaante

thes I inuejonsyof

. che wick

wemutt lay chefethingsso .oughearts, thar
unletle we abandon fequrisie, and warldly
lufts, arid wichall doerapent andbeleeve at
he preaching of the Gofpell, wee fhyll feei
Godsheayy curfe will fall upon us, for if wee
| miacch the old world in.fiane, wee muftaor
locketo come behindethem in judgements,
. The fecond ching in'this decrce 13, what

God will aog doc heteafiers Namely, carfe
theearshaymore: thismuft bee underftood
ef that particular carfe, which the Lord Jaid
oncheearth by waters, whé he drowned che
world : for thegencrall carfes chat were lid

uponthe ground, and on mankindc for o4+

dam; (inne,remaine tlill, and (hall not bee ts-

ken quiteaway tilltheend of the world: fo
that che meaning of this Jaw is,chacthe Lord

willno morc drewne chewholeearth for the
(inneof man by a fived.. ,

Here then we fee the caule why the fea be-
ing asraging and firring as ever it was, doth
nowwithtading keepis felf within it bounds,
and nocoverflow the world; and why the
cloudes beingas full of water ,. a3 evew they
were,do not powre downe more floods upon
she carch to deftroy it, Suxelyiicis by vercue.
of this particular law, and decree of God,
whereunto thefea and clouds become- abe-
dient, 7 will benceforth curfe chosarhne movs.
And herewe have juft occalia to take know-
Tedge andview of our own wresched & dam-
mblecftate, howwecare fold underfinae:
[for how(oever wee are created bletled, and
happy,yet by our fall in. Adsmewve are became
far worfcthan any carthly crearure; for cach
| creature inchis kind,as the Sunne,che Moone,
& Starres,the Sca, and Clouds, and allocher
obey Gods comsmandément: but man of all

having I ivethim of God ¢o
keepe,rebellech in bréaking the fame, sadto
. him it is meste and drink, by nature to livein
<he cranfreflion of Gods commandemens.

D

ansheayt ; and herg Jie faicl, bi wilknoe' pro-
Fndu, cmrfe the aqtlm‘dmulagm by: ithe
ams pum] b araeganw by
of mansheare are eyilleven from [ youths
as if hg theuld fay, Lbave once drowhed, she
worldfor the wicksdnes of mmns inysons
bucif I hould chus proceed to dealk wirh
man according to che wicked ,Jmagination
of hisheare, Tmugt hxinp everyyearca new

of manshease is evill concimually, . .
Hare,thenobfenve,’ that Godin,the pre-
fervasion of mankinde,doth cemperand mo-
deracc his julticc by:mecy :. for if hiek hould
deale according to sharts deferes, hefhosild -
very day bring curfes ugon him' yea,fofoone
asamapisborne hee fould bee defbroyed :
but God dealeth not fbrigoroufly; hee min-
glechmercy wich luftice, whereby the.whole
trame of heaven and saech, the Rare : of -man
and all focievies doofland:shat which Hebek-
kuk prayedfor (a) 2y, jwflico, or wrath, rvoess-

theflood, yea,fince cthe fallof ddaws -1 ..
Therebe three greatand waighie:kaufes,
which.moved G O Qrasemper julickwith
mercy forshe prefeswacion of mankinde;iand
ochexcreatutes : fiftyithes hereby hee: mighe
[oew bis paionce wwd fenp (uffering sorardsche
veffels of wrweh, (ascba' pofile(8)(peakerh, )
tht;iuﬁ:gnd;lhd\h:ﬂlhm repeng, that
acchelaft day they maybee moft jutly. con-
demped : Sccondlythas abere may be.a 'com-
pany of men upon cardy which may ‘wocthip
1God: fer,God hath fpecipllcare of his owne
gloryamong menznd sherefore temgers - ju-
fice wich.m;rcyuihaihﬁp:féu&io&. chat
they mighe glorifiediiom.P/olwit 30.4Fbereis
o, Wishades thas thew ismaa: bee

ey )y 3 x4

Juanadsehatis, wheréan(©-Lord) choiw mighs
ceftin jufticothcowiall sen co bell fuddealy;
yerit mercy thou: phrddmcst che:(inries of¢

‘fome,for this .cmi;:hiqbéfﬁgl_u Yomefhip
3

thee,

wil il cuefp the syl becadfe- the . Immeginesi- |
m-fm.hgﬂm.mb‘haélh,m 1

flood upon the eagely, bccaufc I jce che frame |

bermaripthe Lordbachpeeformed everfipeo ‘

417
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M ansnaturall Fmaginations.

¢aPet 315,

J’!'hl.q\é.z.
eMat.13.4¢

FEph. go23.

| oneeyligitroy all flefly'and gives this reafon,

| Gk batusb, faich, -Zs s friming or shinking

thee : feare being put for worfhip and-obedi-(A
ence, Thirdly, and principally chac <he-ele®
and chofen of God miight be gathered: for
Godin hiseternall conntlell and decrée hich

appoirted and fec downea' ecreaine- htrhiber’
of men, unto whorfihe will give eternalllife,

and for theirciufe dorh-hee fparethe whole
world fram:daily deftra®ion: buc'whén chic:
numbet (hall be accomplified, ehen Titpiea-
venand eatch go toecherjand che woild that
benemibre, . o e .
" Aod hereby cheway, - chis ehird: eduft of
thecansinuance of nirare, muft ceachus oar
ducy s towit, thar fecing it pleafeth-God in
moroyco-giveus liberty o live a Ipace of
timeamrins world, fomecwentie,fome thirty,
fomefwinry orfifey yeapos,-and chae for chis |B
eng, chy herciniwemighe bee fitced for his
kingdbmec, - when as3h therigour of his ju-
Rice hemight have caf us to hell in ouir mo-
thers wombe,or fo [oone as wee were borne:
watherefore muft bee carefull not to'defpife
this long (uffering and patience of God, but
ratherkabour in chefeareof God, thac it may
become (c)fabvasion toms, by our confciona.
ble endeavour in all fuch meanes unto the
end, ! ashe hachfan@ified for the working of
the graces of life in che hearts of hischildren.
Andchus much for the.reafon in generall,

CHAP.IL
. Sc&t. 1. -

Theidlene(fe of mans maiwrallcogitations,

Hat wee maythe beeter perceive in-this

reafon the cftice of maninrelpeét of his
-aarutall Imaginationsy - the word«ate more
particularly <o beunfolded. For tbe magins-
tionsof weans beart,¢-c. The bears in Seripure
is taken fundry’ wayds ¥- fometimes for chac
fleMly.pait of man'ins the middle of the body,
which s thefountaine of vitall bleod : fome-
time for thefoule of mam, fometime fér the
faculdles of thefoules: dnd fometime for the
middleof any thing, a5 (d)rhe beart of the fea,
(e)the beart ofvhe tarthliar issthe middte ther-
of Here itis caken forthe wnder/fanding facul-
eyof chefoule, wheveby -man ufech reafon: !
which SiPaul cals (£she fpirit of theminde,

By Imwagirationshe sneanech che-frime, or
framing of the heart, And thisistaken two
-wayes: of fome, for efje nacurall difpofition of
theunderitanding after the fall of man's of o-
thers,for chat which theminde & umderftan-
ding by shinking framech, plottech, snd.de-
vifech; char isy for she effeQt thereof, We may
takeitbach wayes; yet I racherapprove the
lacteg ¢ for (bap.Gg.thqLord faith, Hee will

o]

D

For theframe andsboughtof mans heort is evill
comtimkally, Whevebyebowgbts or Inaginations
eanuuh‘i::g'clfz bewweant, bue char which is
devifed and plotcedjnche choughes of mans
heaix: (o Salomon fpriking of an bears which

:Mhquvhk@[wm.ﬁ.x& o

11, By mans bewrr, wee muft notunderftand
the' heare .of fome pagricular ‘perfons, as of
thofe hat lived in.chéold:warldalorié, - bur
of men generally;ntan- bling! pac fer whote

mm“?“. R N A
~Zowoudl,chat is; e imuginéth,& chinketh thae
which is agzinft the lsw of God; : Frem bis
childebndythat is,fo (boncas he beginritth'to
chink, to reafon orconceiveofany thing, fo
foone: doth -hee imgine and: conceivethae
which is evill: fo thac che whole srieaning is
this, The winde wnd wndler fanding pars of it ia
naswrally fo corvmpe,thas fofeons’ & hev'san ufe
veafon; be dorb morhying but imagine vhas which-is
wisked and againft she.Law of Gad.: The words
thus explaned,containe in “chem two' maine
points.touching the frame of . mans heare by
nacure, The fisftis, o

 The Imaginationt vivdconseis of every man is
kﬂ"bmﬂ,'. PRI AR T .
- "Fhisappeavetlinot onely inthislace, but
clfowhere, Rom.8. 3.7 bs wifedome of e fiefb v
notan enemy,-but ity agaimfi-Ged. Againe,
fuch as the fountaineis,foch are che fireamves
thac flow thences Buk our mind & underftan.
ding,the founcaine of our thoughts,is by ma.

rure linfulli(g) Toshe impare, their mindes and |
eonfeiences aré dafilsd : Andagaine; (b) Of owr |

folves we arenos able 1o thinke » good thoughe,
and thercfore thethoughts thar come from
thence, muft needs 'alfo be corrupt : Mans I-
magination ftandsin thoughts; che under-
ftanding devifech-by. thinking-: - And chefe

houghts of the Imaginarion areall lly
wicked s (s) From sbe beare (faith Chrift) pre.

| ceed evill thowghrs:s-and: Salomen faith, The |

thoughtsef the wicked(as al men are by nature!
are anabominationtssbe Lord, g
BN . Selt. 1, . P
" How the naswrall thoughts of man
. beknowne. .

Sceing thar naturall Imagination is pra-
&ited by evill thonghts, we muft fomeéhing’
confider. of che 1l chough
And hercinhandie'the(e ewo poines : Firft,
whether the choughts of :man may- bee
known.Secondly,what che naturall thoughes
rofmanbe, - - .

For the fifthercare two wayes to know
mans thoughts : cither dirc@ly withour
meanes, orindirc@ly by meanes. The firft

- way is proper to God alone : for no creature

inhesvenorearch can immediacely and di-
-re€tly know thetheughts of man, this Sal-
mam confelleeh in hisnorable prayer ro God,
1 King.8.30.Tbow only knoweft the showgbes of af
the childyen of waen. Terem. 1 7.9 The beartis de:
csitfull and -wicked above all things,who can know
intver[80.1 the Lirdfearch tbe bears,and iry she

. peines. e IR S R
|.. The fecond wap to know mens thoughts is

indire&tly,and by meanes,which be three; by
Linftin& from ' God, ' by revelation from the
‘Seripture,and by Firf},by an extraordi-

of man :| ,

g Tiay
baCorys.

iMatzag,

4
1

2

nary infin@,fo did () Efifiadifelge. the bing
of




il.43,16,

‘Reré,ie,

Mans nasurall Imaginations,

of Syriascounfelitoshe king of Ifrael : andby che
l{m{ mcam!{he zoldk lﬁ's fesvant (0) Gehezi
what hedid behind his backe, when he took
gifts of Naamsanthe Affirien. Andfo did (mw)
Paser tell Awanias awd Saphirs of theis falic
conveyances with the money that they toek
fortheir poileffion. Andyet heredvee muft
underftand,thac when God revealed chefe fe-
cree choughes co men, ic was oncly in fome
things,at fome times,and for fome fpecial cau
fes,wherupon Narkan wasfaine to revoke his
counfell, which hee gave to David for the

* | building of the houfeof God, () when hee

knew che will of God more perfedtly. And fo

. | was Elias deccived,when he f1id, bee was lefi

aloe of all Ifracl that ferved Godfor(o)God1eld
bimsibe had referved feven thonfand, thas never
bowedthe kueeto Baal,which Elisknew not.
Secondly,mens thoughts may bek by
Revelation from Scriprares:for therein thac fpi-
rit fpeakes evidently,which knows the frame
ofthe heare :and henceitis,chac inthe mini-
Rery of this word, the thonghes of naenrall men
e made manifeft Thirdly,mans houghes are
knowneby fignessas fpeeches, & attions: thus
Peterknew the (p)heare of Simon Magus; and
Paulche heart * of Elimu.And cthus may any
man know che thoughts of anocher, evenas
he may knowthetrce by his fruir, and the
fountaine by his ftreame,

Befidesthefe, there are two other mearics
added,whereby to know menschoughes : one
by the Papifts,and another by the Aftrologi-
anss The Papifts fay, the Saincs in heaven
know mens choughrs; nor dire@ly of them.
felves, but by reflection in the glaile of the
Trinity. Buc chisisameere forgery of their
own,which Jfaiah never knew, fiying chus of
the Saines departed(q) Abrabiis igwor.is of wa,
and Ifracl knoweth usnot, bus thou Lord ars our
redeemer.And the Saints under the Alrar crie,
* Homleng Lovd,bow long,wilt thou not judge o
wvenge onr blood on thews that dwellonthe earth 2

iving us to underftand, that they arenot fo
arpe (igheed, asby theglafle of the Trinity
tofecinco the day of che laft judgement, and
therefore noc into the theughes of mens
hearts. Sochar there areonely three wayesto
know chethoughts of men; and fo they may

beknowne.
CHAP.IIL
- Of mansnaturall shonghes coxzerning God.
H Aving found thl{lhe thoughts of man
may be knowne; wee comenow: to fec
what be thenatarall cogitatiens of cvery fin-
full man, Although chey be altioR infinite in
themfelves, yet they may be reduced tochrée
heads: They cither concerne God, or amans
neighbour,or ¢lfc & mans ewhafelfe, .
Of shis thoughe s Thaleiswo Ged..’

Teuching God, there be inman 4, eapicall
evil thoughes Firft,Thas ehrreisws Ged:which
agitis firft in orderyfo icis.che moft notorious
and viledamnable thonghochar can’ bee in
anaturallman. And chit chisis one of the

A

B

C

D

thongficsof man nacurally, appesrech by the
expreile ceftimony of God himielfe, who
knowalthe thoughts of  man beteet than
man dorh, (H)Th wwvked thiriketh alwayes thers
500 Godihnd againe; () Thefoole bath faidin
bis bears theve ismo God, ,

Touching thisthoughrsebferve thefe foure
poines : Firft, in whemitis: Secondly, how
aman by thinkin§ fhovld deny God. Third-
ly, wha is the fruic of this thought: and

| fourthly, che examination of our hezits tou-

ching chisthoughe,

- Forehe firft: we muft not chinke cha this
wicked thenghe isoncby'in fome notorious
and hainous finners : bt it is in the corry,
mind & imagination of every man that com-
meth of Adem naturally, not one excepeed,
fave Chrift alonc:fo che fate of whom Divid
(1)/peskerbmuft be cakeén, hot for fome Iy peci-
all finner;bu for every mianchar lives uncal-
led,and without repentance,how civillfoever
his life be otherwajes ¢ though fome thame
reflrainehis congue from urcering ir, yer by
nature his corrupe heare s prone to thinke
there is mo Gad. This is mide evidenc by Saint
Pant, " (w)who going about to prove chac all
men are{inners by nacure, alleageth for his
proofedivers-ceftimonies of Sciipeure, and
pasticulatly out of thefecwo Pfalmes before
cited:whercby he givesusto underftand,char
the faolethere mencioned;tiut bé underftood
of every naturall i ‘Bue i will be faid, chat
itisingrafeed ifcwns natureeo hold & thirk
thereisa God, and-theicforc cvery man
doth nor'deny God in hiuic,enfiv, Wemuft
know that thefe ewo thoughrs, There is a God,
and theredswo God,may be,& areboth in énc
& the fame heare : the Tame man, thar by the

1 lighe of naturechinkech there isa God, may

by char corruption and darkenellc of minde
thae camicby Adums fall, chinke chere is no
God: for two contraries being not in the
higheft degree, may be in one and the fame
fubjet : as light & darkneile in the fame
houle : heate and coldin the fame body.

I1. Point. How doth 2 man by chinking
deny God inhisheart 2 Arn/. Two waies,firtt,
by turning the true God into an 1dol of mans
braine : fecondly, by placing fomewhar chac
isnot God in theroome of the true God.
Forthefirft, che imagimation of every man
nawrally, without firther” lighe from che
wordof God, doth curne'thittrtie God into
anIdol = and therbloid Pans faich of che Ga-
latians, that before thiit vecation (x) they
didfervice 1o them which weve no gods : apd of
the Epbefigns,thac ( y)tkey were withows Godin
#he world: everi bedBife they didnocin cheir
mindes conceive of Ged aright; and accor-
dingly wor(bi him,thoiigh the wifer fore a.
‘mengf lmmaﬁd'ncknbwkdge‘one' God the
Creatofof heavert ahd capth. And therefore
David laeh plkinly, Hat (£} aflthe gods of the
Gentile} aveidoly, b Yaitics: nay,as the Apo.
Rlcfaich, devils. x (orinib.1o.20, Thabwhich

Lga . the
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the Gantiles facrifice, they farifice sme Devils,
mot uNt0 gd.

Nowmans minde turpeth the true God
intoan Jdoll, by thtcenotorious thoughts,
which are the rooce of many damnable fmnes
inthis life; firft, by chinking that Godie mor
prefenin ailplacesi whereby God is robbed
of hisareribute of Omws:prefence : for thetrac
God being infinize, muft bee inall places;
which whenthe heart of man denyeth, it
imaginech God tobe fsch a one ashe isnox,
and foturneth him into an Idoll, And thac
maan naturally chinketh thus of God, the
Scripture is plaine, fob 22.12,13.wicked men

A

themen of this world judge cheir own cour-
fes, whercinthey ferveche Devill, che beft
thing in the world for them, yea, farre beteer
thanthe fervice of God, and therefore give
their hearts thereto: foraffe@ion followeth
opinion, and chac which a man affe&ts moft,
hee muftheeds thinkebeft of : and therefore
what aman affe€tech moft, that maketh heto
become his god, fo that judging ocher things
befide the erue God, to be beft for him, hee
muftnecds place them in che roome of the
true God, and fo in his imagination deny

) 111 Poim. What is the fruitef this

arc broughe in (peaking of God, gh
hee were fhut up in heaven, and had nothing
todoin the world:Isnes God on bigh inthe hea-
vew ? and behold the beight of the farres bhow
bigh they are. How [bonid Godknow ? can bee
judgeir ? Gc.So the Phalmift expreileth the
thoughtsof the wicked in their pratice of
finne, God hidesh away bis fase, and will never
fee: andthe Lord fiall nos fes, Plalm.94. 7.y¢3,
they who fecke the deepe to hide their coun-
felitromehe Lord, whofc workesarein dark-
netle,(ay ko feeth us ? who knoweth sutif.2 0,
15. Secondly, by thinking there s ro previ-
denceof Godywhereby he orderethand difpo-
feth all ethingsin the world panicularly:TKu
chis is another naturzll thoughe, the Pfalmift
fhewes plaincly, bringinE inthe wicked man
Gaying thus of God, God baghfergosten, bes hi-
desh bis face, andbe foalinot feé. And the Pro-
phet Zepbany biings in the fianer fpeaking
thus of God, that be doth neither goid-nor evill,
Thirdly,by chinking rheress mojaftice in Gods
this is donc when mea imagine with them-
felves,that albeit they proceed in the pra-
&ice of finne, yet God will not punith them
according o che threatnings of his word. ¥
we doubr whether fuch an imagination be in
mans heart,reade, Dent.29.19,20.where Ao-
fes dire@ly forbiddeth the people tofay in
their hearts, I all bave peace though I walke in
she fubboruns(fe of my bears,this is that (g) bief:
fing of amansfelfeinfimne, which David char-
getb wpow she covetous, and wicked. T hus chey
(onechat (5) put farre awaysbe cvill day, and
/a3, she evill fhall not come, Hereby Godisrob-
bed of his juftice,and made a God of all mer-
cy, fuch aone as will not punifh finne, and fo
indced is made an idol of mans braine,

The fecond way whereby a man denieth
Godinthought, 13, by placing in the rooms
ofthe crue God, an idel of his owne braine:
This mien doc,by thinking {ome othcrthinﬁ

befideche ctuc God, to bee cheir chiefeft|

good:thusvoluptuoussyen make (1) sheir bol-
Uy sheir god,and coverous men make(k) riches
their god,by placing their felicity in pleafure,
sndinriches: for laok whataman thinks o |
bethebeft ching in che world for him, char is
hisgod, thoug%: it bee ths Devill himfelfe
orany other creature, And for this caufeis

the Devill called the god of she world, becauls

C

D

ight ?for thereby we (hal beft judge,what
a curled ching this is, #o thinke thers is no God :
Thisthought bringeth forth the moft noto-
rious finsthat can bee,even Athcifme it felfe,
whichisaiane whereby men fundry wayes
denyGod: anditis cwofold, citherin pra.
Etice, orin judgement,

Atheifme in practice is that finne,whereby
men deny God in their decds, lives, and con-
verfations: and fo declare this thoughr. This
isa moft horrible finne, and a huge burthen
to the whole carth, and yeemany chat live in
the bofome of the Church arc foully tainted
herewith, This Acheifine in pracice hath 3.
fpeciall branches: Hypocrifie, Epicurifme,&
Wirchcraft, Hypocrifie is ain whereby men
worthipthe true God, but yet in a falfe man-
nery giving unto God the ovrward ation,
and hold backe from him the true worfhip
of theheare. Epicurifine is 2 finne wherby
men contemne God, and give themfelves
wholly to cheir pleafures,fpending their time
in eating, drinking,and other delights, & not
fecking or fearing God : and chisis the fin of
the richier forc inchis age.Witchcrafe orma-
gick.isthatfinne whereby men renounce the
tree Godyand betaka chemfelves co theaide,
counfell, and helpe of the Devill, cither by
himfelfe, or in his inftruments: thisis a large
finnc,and 2 great pare of Atheifme, and ma.
ny arccainved with chis (innc, cither becaufe
they are pradtitioners of witchcrafr, or elfe do
feeke helpe of fuch,

Achcifmein judgement is that fin, where.
by in opinion and perfwafion of hearr men
deny God. Andchis hkewifc haththree de-
grees ; fisft,when men hold,and accordingly
worfhip che true God, Creator of heavenand
earth, bur yec fo, as they conceive of, arid
worfhip him otherwifechac he hath revealed
himfelfe in his word, To this firft degrecwe
muft referre che three great religions of che
‘Turke,of theTew,and of the Papifls: for as
they ftand ac this day, they are chree great
pares of Acheifme. . :

The Turke worfhippeth God the maker
#Fheaven & carch, ind likewife reverenceth

Prophet, yea;:amore worthy Prophet than

his Mahommet: Al yer his religion is A-
theifme,for he conceiveth of God ou of the
Trinity

Chrift asman, acknewledging him cobee af

Thehuiof
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Trinity,
Jdoll, : L
Againcche Redigion of the lewes,at chis :day
is a pare of Achcifine : for howfoever they
holdone Godyaud acknowledge che bookes
of the old Teftament for theoriptures: of
God, . yet they worfhip not! that God il
Chnit, and o in ftead of the true God, framé
anidaliftheir owsebraine : foras Chritt (¢)
faith,Wkofocver denies the Son,the [amse bath sor
the Father: fo thac they wanting Chrift, and
by confequenethe Fathier alfo,: indeed and
truly haveno God:buc as Chiiftcold che Sa-
maritans (d) They wor/bip they know nit what..

Thirdly,the religion of the Papsfts arthis dayt
is a pare of Acheifme : wemuttindeed diltid-
guithic from che cwo forniers for in. word
they acknowledgethe Trinity in uniry, and
uniticin Trinitic,'and their dorine of the
union of Chftscwo naturcs in-one perfon,
isaccqrding roche Scriptures Buc yec if wee
markethe drift and fequell of cheir do@trine
in other points, - we fhall finde it tobeeclole
Athcifme: as: may beproved by two rea-
fons : Firf,becaufe the crue God, whoisthe
Creator of heaven and earthyis infinice in lu-
ftice, and mercy, : but according to the do-
&rincofthe Papifts, God is nor infinite in
Tultice, andmcrcy s and cherefore to them
isnotthecrize God: for firft, Gods Tuftice
according to them, is notinfinice: for they
(e)ceach,chata man by his own proper works
of penance (which beefinite and imperfeét)
may trucly fatific God for the guile of tem-
porall punifhmeut.Secondly, they make che
mercy of Gad imperfe(t by (f ) peesingup
the fame with mans merits in the worke of
Redemption: for Gods mercy is either eve-
vy Way mercy, or no mercy,as Paud faich, (g)
Ifisbeof grave, itis ns more of orkes, or elfe
weregrace nomore grace, andifis be of workes,
itis no more grace, or alfo were worke no more
worke.Secondly, cthe Chuittof the Papifts is
afalic Chrift: chis will appeare by plaine
reafon, oucof their doétiines for firtt, chey
fpoile Chrift of his crue manhood by cheir
dodrine of reall prefi: hereinthicy hold
that Chrifts body isnor en'y in heaven, bur
really and fubftancially in all places where
the facrifice ot the MatTe is offered, thus chey
makeit omniporent, and (o quite rake away
thenatureof a body. Secondly, they dif.
grade Chrift from. the three offices of his
Mediatom (hip: firft,from his kingly office, by
(#)placing the Pope in his roome and ftead,
ashisdepury in Chrifts prefence: for chey
give powerto thePopero rule the Cacho-
like Church, and 1o make lawes to binde
mens confciences, which bethings proper
to Chriftalone: wherein they doe as much as
if they fhould take the crowne from Chrifts
head,and fetic on che Popes : forco claime re-
gency in che prefence of thelawfull Prince,
istoprocliime rebellion againft chePrince:
for commiffion of vicegerency ceafech, in

g

and to worlbippech nothing but wh

a]

chepreféace of him chavuppointettiiicy now
€hriftis alwayes prefent:with his Church,
Mat.38,20, And therefost the Pope by his
claime; muft needs chrufk Clirift out of his
oftice,Sccondly,from hisprieffy office; which
conliftethin fatisfa@ion, and intervefMon :
Chrifts (arisfation they nullie by (s) -joy-
ning cheiwich.che fatisfi®i6 ‘of mens works,
for chvereby theyi make it imperfedr:: And
they rob him of his inceraeffion, by (i) com-
municacing the fameto Saincs; yea, they ex-
aleche Virgin (Mary farreabove. Chistt in
chis work for they pray her fa aske the Futber,
10 commiand Chrif} ber fonve, bysheasbwrity of
amother, to.doc thus, andibas for them; and fo
make Chrift her underling.. Thirdly, fom
bis prophericalioffice,by making che Pope the
intallible judge of all controverfiestavowing,
thas thefurasher defire 10 know the anciens inflitu-
tionof Chriftian religionfrom the Pipes mowth,
thenrom boty writ. Now chus robbing Chrift
of his offices,they make him a falfe Chrift »
andfo wanring the Sonne, they cannot have
the Father, for (/) he that batl net the Son, bath
notthe Father ; and therefore popifh religion
wanting the Father and the Sonne; cannot
beatrue religion,bucincere coloured  Athe-
ifme in judgemenr,

The fecond dugree of Acheifine in judge.
mene, is when men phice fomeIdoll in the
roome of thetrue God, holding the fame for
their Godjthus did che Gentiles linne in wore
thipping the Sunne,the Moone,and the Stars?|
or othercreatures, X

Thethird degeee is, when aman doth a.
vouchyhold,and maintaine, thar cheie is no
God atallchug is che higheft degree of Athe-
iline, and che moft notorious finnec':at can
be,and all fuch pertons as maincaine chis cur-
fed thought, are unworthy the common
breath of men; for if tharman tall dic the
death, and that worthily, who fhall avouch
his lawfull Prince to be no Prince, how much
moreought he todyeche death, though he
had a thcufand lives, that fhall afhiime the
truc God. ro beno god?  Thus wee fee che
fruics of chis evill choughe,whereby the hay-
noufnetleof it doth plainly appeare.

1V, Point, The examnation of out owne
hearts,couching chis choughr,whether it may
befound among usernot : doubcletle every
one will labour to cleare himfclfe hereof: And
the reafon wherewich many doe footh up
themlelves,is chis, becaufe they never teltin
themiclves any fuch ‘conceits as this, ther
there isno Ged.but we may ealily deceive our
felves herein,for 2 man cannoe alwayes dil~
cernewhat be che choughts of his own hearr,
There be in mantwo kindes of cogitation, or
asone'may {ay,realons s che firftis & fingle co-

itation,whereby a man fimply thinkethi, or
oweth, or judgech chisorchac, andthisis

properly called the mwinde, Theother isa re-
flexe cogitation or reafon, whereby 3 man
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chaty and it is commonly called Confeience. (A
Now fince o #daws fall,the confcienceis cor-
rupt by originall finae, a3 beeall ether pow-
ersof mans foule ; whence it comes to paile,
thatconfcience cannot doc his duty in giving
true cofti ing mans imaginaci
ons : byre nan may thinke evill,and. yet his
canfcience noceell bim : and cherefore wee
may not fay, becaufe we feele not chefe evill
thoughts in us, therefore we have them not,
or wearc free fromthem.

But that wes may the better examine our
hiearts, wee muft he fignes whereby
thiscvill thought is beft difccrned, David in
the 14. Pfal.fctrech downe chree fignes here-
of s 61, (w) A diferderedife : fecondly,(w) nes
ealling owsbename of God by prayer: thirdly, | B
(o) coremming of shers thas pus their irufl in God.
Lookewhere thefe are to bee found, there
isthis cvill thought, Thas there is we God.
Now if we examisc our fclves by thefe fignes
we fhall finde this wicked chought tobce a-
mongit us: for firft, many indced are content
to heare Gods word, but where is that man
that reformeth his lifeaccording to ckat hee
heareth ? Cereain itis, as their confcience can
wirneile,few turne unto God unfeinedly,few
do break off theit courfc in (inningNow chis
unreformed lifeisan infallible token of this
damnable thouglic, ¢

Secondly, the exercile of prayerand imvo-
cation onthe name of God, is rare amou&
men : no doubt many a touched heart dot|
every day unfainedly callon God for grace:
but yetgenerally this is truc; maen go on from
day to day,and fromyeare to yeare, and ne.
verpray unto God for fapp'y of grace. In-
deed micn pleade for themfelves, that they
ufeto pray : for they {ay chic Lords Prayer, the
Creedyand the tewm Commandements:  but wee
muft know; thatwithmany, thispratice is
nothing but a vaine repetition of words : fer
prayerisan a@ion of theheart, and not the
labour of the tongue andlips oncly: (o to
fay the Lords Prayer,is net topray, for the
words therof may berepeated with the heare
ofan Acheift,

And thirdly, the contempt of them that D
put cheir cruft in God, is rife among us ¢ for
who is fe much feorned andreproached,as he
thac maketh profellion of religion 2 Now
may that complsint be jultly taken upby the
fervancsof God,lfa. 8.18. Bebolde, Iand the
childremwhom tbe Lord hash given mce, are as
fignes and wonders, And, He shat vefraines from
evill,makes bimfslfe aprey tothe cvill rongue,
¥Ha.59.15. Yetlet thefe fcoffers know, what
cverthey be, that feeds of Achcifine doe pof-
feffe cheir foules,

To come yet more particularly te the eri-
all of this thougbe in our felves: whwfosver
denyesh the profence of God, demiesh God, Now
lee the confeience anfwer,whether webe not
afraid to finne in the prefence of many mor-

C

tallmen,and yet in the prefence of God doe

|

makeno bones thereof, o the eyes of men
be turned from us, Now what is this, but cis
ther flacly co deny theprefenceof God, or

stleafteo yeeld more feare and reverence to.

men, than we doc unto God ? Againe,whatis
the caufe whby meen ufe oppreffion, and inju-
ftice,deceic, & lying in their worldly affaires ¢
Isitnot becml'e':iis thought of Acheifime
doth poffe(le their hearts, that.God regards
net thefe outward things? Durftmen dirc&t-
ly (inagaioft God, in fecking thefe outward
bleflings for naurall life, if chey did rightly
relic upon Godsprovidence, knowing every
good gift te come from his beuntifull hand?
Latly, lecthy confcience fpeake; doth nor
thy heare while thou goeft on in Gnne, fay
chus untothec, God is wereiful, I'will beveatter

repent, andfo fbal 1 efcape puwifsment 2 I€a man |

doc wel oblerve his owne heare,he fhall fnde
therein chisvilethoughe, which diredtly o-
vereurnestheinfinite juftice of God, making
himaGodall of mercy, when as indeed he
is as well a God'of juflice as of mercy, By all
which it is more than evidenr, chat naturally
thisvilethought runs in mans heart, There
i u0Ged,

PJe. Hereby then we muftlearne ro fee what
vile,miferable, and wretched (inners weeare
in our felves; though wee had noa@uall out-
ward finues, yet thisdamnable chonght ma-
keth usaccurfed : 1fa man(p)earfe the Xing in
bis heart, the finis fogreatand hainous, that
thefowles of beaven fballdifclofe it : How horri-
blechen s chis finne, for aman in histhoughe
10 ewrfe Godythe King of Kings, and Lord
Lords 2 This therefore muft humble us in odr
felves before the Lord,

Againe, hereby weemuft begadmonithed |

toule all good meanes wherby we may come
tofee, and know not onely the groffe aQtu-
all fins of our lives, but cfpecially this dam-
nable chought of our heares: few there bee
chat doefce it, and cherefore we muft be ear-
nettwich our felves in fearching our owne
hearss,co finde out chis and fuch like abomi-
nations that bein us, And thus much for cthe
firfk cvillchoughr,

Sedt.z.
Ofchis thoughe : the word of God isfoolifimes,

The fecond damnable thought of mans
naturall heart concerning God, 1s this = The
wordof Godss foolifime(fe. This thovght muft
principally be underftood of the Gol}nll. s
S. Pantdeclareth, faying, (4) /s ban plt;ﬁd
God by the furlifoneffe of preachung to fave thems
that beleeve: wherehe calleth che Golpell of
Chrift foolifbnes,not that it was fo indeed,bnt
becaule the unconverted (r) (orinthians, and
other Greclans, judged the preaching of
Chrift crucified,themoft foolifh thing in all
theworld, Andin the nexcchapeer hee faith,

(/)T be marnrall man thatis,hethatis not cite-
ually called, perceiveth nor the shings of the
Spirit of God : to wit, thata man muft repent

of his finnes, and belceve in Chrift for the
pardon
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eMans naturall Fmaginasions.

)Deut.29.19

(UEXRTY

(s)sPer3.3.4
Fruits of this
thought.

1
Machiarelifin:

(b)Gak-1.60

pardpn of them, if hee woyld be faveds chey
srefoolifines ynto him, Nisdmsw anfwer.to
Chift maketh'shis plainc, libn.3 qucltceming
vegenerasion (without. which ChriR faid no
| man-could ensérin the kingdome of lulueng
Al

110b wrne into bis ieashurs
& birch fronk thraceegaine,

This wicked thou, ot be underftood
af the law of Gad al(d; the heare of man by
nature judgeth the threatningsof the law 0
becuarruchs, and. fo foolithre(fe : hence the
Lord by Moefesforbadche people when they
heardthe chreatmings and curfes of chelaw
denounced agaiaftchem, - (<) To bleffe hem*
fabves in sheir bearts,faying We fball beve peasss
hereupon hedenouncech awoe to thern chat
deride his judgements chreatned, and fay,
(F) Let bim make [peade, Let bim baften bis worke
that weemsyfaedt, cc. Asif they fhould fay,
we doenot beleeve that anyduach things fall
come to pallle : like to themockers of whom
Peser prophecicch, (s) whs walke aficr thir
Infts and [uy : Where s the promife of bis com-

ming 2
Nf)w that this isamoft damnablechoughe,
may appeare by checutfed fruies thercot; for
Bieft, hence arifech chae divellifhand camall o-
pinion of fundrie men, that thinkeand hold
veligion 10 bee but bumane policie te keepe menin
awe,andfo ufcicasa paliticke device to exer-
cife mens braisics tokeepe them from fedici-
on, trecherie, and rebellion :Secondly,hence
fpringsall Apoftacy, and departing from the
tj:{rlh. TheGalarians werea worthy Church
plaatedby the Apoftie Pasl, yet cven inhis
time they began tofallaway to another @of-
pell,which made himeo marvell; and the rea.
fonwasthis, (") Theywere not contented with
this fimplicitie, which s in Chrift, buc would
joyne with him, theobfervation of legall ce.
remonies. The like wee may fay of thofe fa-
mous Eafterne Churchics, as thole feaven
Churches of 4fi«, planted by the Apofties,
wherein thetruch flourithed for a while, but
not fong after the Apoftles timesthey fellin-
to many damnable herelies, as Arrianifme,
and fuch like, Yeaabour fixe hundred ycares
afeer Chrift,they d the damnable re-

C

A

b

upon men d royecldché-
i felves to any otherreligion, rather then to
| chat implicitie of cruth,which is in Chrift Ie-
fus. Wieanbw.in England by Gods fpeciall
mercy, hold, and teach the word of God:but
if God (hould alter- our religion with the
times; - the geeateft pare of men among us
wold forfake che cruthi& eleave to any other
religion,and chat oncly upan this greund,be-
cautcthey judge the(iol‘po 1t foolithnes : Let
any tnan among us broachan error, or heres
fic, andicfhall have pacrons ac che firft, bec it
never {o vileand abfurd, and proceétors after-
ward. When tha: brditith herefic ofthe fumily
oflove, tooke thipping in Germany, & arived
1n England (though it be an opinion void of
common fenfc) yet it had applaufc amongft
us,and wasrcceived of many,and would have
fpread it felfe further, if che presching of the
word, with the care of the Magiftrace had not
fuppreiled it. And the reafon herect is chisy
mans minde by natusc is full of darkneiTc; he
cannort without Gods fpcciall grace perceive
the chings of God, and o he judgeth the Go-
tpell foolithnes, and embracech errour, racher
tﬁen the eruth, yca, lovesh darknes rasher then
the light,becanfs bis deeds ave evidl, Iohn 3 39,
For the examination of our heartstouch-

ing this bad theught; After duc criall wee
fhall find,that the minds of moft among us are
poffetled herewich : For wee areindecd con-
tere to comeinteo the alfemblies where God
isworfhippcd, and wee doe fubmit our fclves
tothe miniftery of the word to be taught and
inftruted : Therein we have our owne perfo-
nallinnes difplsid,ind reproved, and withall
very feaifull and cerrible curfes of che law de-
nounced againftus for the fame, both judge-
mentsin this life, judgements in deach, & allo
judgements ecernall afeer this life: Now ler
the confcience enfwer,whar is the caufc when
we heare chefe things,thae we benot moved,
why are'not our heares touched with gricfe
andfadnctle,when we heare Gods judgments
ducunto us for our finnes daily denounced
againt us # Some indeed there bee whole
hears tremble acthe word, buc fmall isthar

ligion ef Afabemet. Inthe Weft parts alfo,
were worthie, and famous Churehes planted
by the Apoftles, and cheir fuccellors, as in
Ttalie, France, Germanie, Spaine, and Eng-
land, who abouc the fame time of fixe hun-
dred yeares afcer Chrift, fell to Papifme:
which fpread it felfe overall Europe and fur-
ther (fome few Churches of Greece excep-
ted,) In which religion men abanden the
Golpell of Chrift, and berakethemfelves to
anether Gofpell , by adjoyning tothetruth
| of Chrift, their owne devices: And chis Pa-
pifme,hath raigned ever ineeqill now of late,
and fo hath A ie taken place in thofe
Churches which the Apoftles planted; The
caufe wheoeof was in the wicked and (infull
hearc of man, judging the Gofpell foolifhaes,

D

1faman runne through the flreets,
and cry fire, fire, our hearcs are [uddenly ftri-
ken with great feare : but the M nifterof God
may Rand and cry, fire, fire, che fire of hell
whichis kindled by the breath of the Lord like
ariver of Brimfloneas the Prophct fpeaketh,
and yer mens hearts are nothing moved ¢
whatis the caufc thatwe fhould be fo affc&ted
with the burning of an old houfe by rempo.
nall fire,and be not afraid ac the voyce of
God, which proclaimeth unto us eternall
burning with thefire of Gods wrath ? Surely
the caufe isthis,our hartsare foreftalled wich
this falfeimaginationythat the cwr/fes of the law
mf-ﬁﬂwu,g thacchere beno fuch corments
as the word denounceth,lt will not finkeinto
the heart of 2 nacurall man chac his (insare (o
hainous, and Gods judgemerits (o tertible
! Qq4

againtt;

Examination
for chisthought

()a.30.33.
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(b)Pfal126.1.

*1Cor.3.18.

* Plak11g.18,

(d)lolin.6.36.

(<) verfe.qs.

againftehem,as the word maketh chem : And | A | wor performe abedience theveunte. Thatchisis

tllfuch cime as chis damnable thoughe bee
taken away, mens heartswill neverbee tou-
ched wich the threatnings of the lawythis is 2
barre to ftoppe the way co all fuch paffions
85 thelaw would worke.

Againe, when the Minifter ‘of God fpea-
ketls of the pardon of finne, and of cternall
life by Chrift, who hath his heart melting for
joy in regard of this falvation 2 Though men
becalled upon to-come into the kingdome
of heaven,yec few ftrive to encer in s though
we be daily exhorted to repenr,yet few turne
tathe Lord : all which bee branches of che
Gofpells but men beleevethem not, becaufe
theie.-heares bee filled wich this damnable
thoughe, The Gofpell of Chrift is. foolifome(fe s
WhentheItraclices werereftored from cap-
tivicy in Babylon, it wasas (>) e dreame anto
thens: now if that cemporall deliverance fee-
med a dreame, whar a dreame will chis fpirita-
all deliverance fromehe caprivity of hell and
death, tothceliberiic of the fonnes of GO D
ingrace and gloty, feeme to be? Andindeed
toanirurall nan 1t feemes foolifhneile that
God fhould become man, and that Chrift by
deach fhould free men from death, indby
fuffering the curfe of the law, fhould rake a-
way thefame from us, and by his righteou(
nes thould juftific us unco lifez all which not-
withftinding be poincs of the Gofpell, This
alfo is the caufc why after long teaching

thereis lictle turning, or faithfull obedieace C

yeeldedunto the Golpell; neither willit bee
berter wich men, while chis evill thoughea-
bideth inthem.

Tfe. 2, Ir this be atruth, chat every matwrall
man thinketh the word of God to bee foolifimeffe, *

then wee muft learne this lefon of the Apo-
Rle,™ Hee that feemes to bee wifa in thisworld,
muf} becore a foole, that he may bee wife, thatis,
hemuftrej & his owne nacurall reafon, and
ftoppe up che eyes of his naturall minde, like
a blinde man, and (uff.r himfelfe wholly to
bee guided by Gods Spirie inthe things of
God,chat thereby he may bemade wife unto
{alvation,

Secondly,we muft herehy learne to make
carneft prayerunto God * for the opening of
our ¢ics, that we may be able to underftand
the Golpell of Chrift, and know the righe
meaning of that word of (alvation: for of vur
felves we can neverundeiftandic, unletfeche
Lord inftru€t us by his Spiric:(d) No wan com-
weth wnte mee, (aich Chrift,thac is,belcevech,
exceptit be given hims of my Fatber : But(¢) eme
ryonesbas bath beard, and learned of the Father,
commeth wntomee, Thus much of chis fecond
evill thoughe,

Sedt. 3,
Of this thought, I willwot obey Gods word,
Fromthe former arifeth an other moft vile
thought, inthe hearr of every natural man, as
a branch of the fame; namely, becaufe the

D

| ¢he naturall thoughe of mafi;- Job teacheth

inely; far hee bringeth irithe wicked(rhat

| 1s,every finned)faying chus toGpd, (1) Depert

Jromusy weovilingyvheknowledge of shy wayes.
This che wicked:man faith; nec with his
mouth, for none is fo farre paf¥all fhame,chac
dares thus -bli ufly: fpdske againtt
God; but thas he faithin hib hedre, his affecti-
onsfptakeirywhenheo purpoferty wich hinr
felfe,co caft off the 'yoske ofGod, andto live
afterhisownelufts : and therefore they fay
Eurcher, (5) Whoizsboe Ahwightte voar wee foonld
fervebim? asifone fhould fay; It is 2 difgrace
tomec to abafe my felfe toferve Gods will
notdoeit, TheProphet Jeremy bringethin,
the Lord faying thus to his people, (%) Srand
inthe waizs, awd éshold, and aske o the o/d wa 1y
which & the good way, aud walke theroin,andyee
Joull finde yeft for your foulet 2 bue in che fame
placc the Iewes anfwer, Wy wid o warke in thy
waies, Shall wee chinke chat chey durlt chus
impudently anfwer the Lord with open
mouthes 2 No furely; But the Prophet in thefe
words fettech downe the puspofe of their

hearts,who hardned the ame obitinareely a: |

gainft the word,when they were cxhorted to
repentance and obedicnce before the Lord.
Our Savionr. Chrift compareth “himfelfe to
2 Noble man chat goeth inco-afanre coun-
trys now when heis gone, thecitizensof his
countrey fend metfengers 'after him to ccll
him, (YT hat they wilnot have bimstoraigne ouer
tbem. Whichthough it be propeily to be un-

derftood of the nation of the Icwes, whodid |

indeed fay fo toour Saviour Chrift, yeric
may alfo bec excended o all impenitent fin-
ners, who fay in their heares; Chnft thall not
raigne over us ; for fo long asa man is uncal
led, hee carietha purpolctolive in fin, fome
inthis finnc,and fomein tha, and o doing,
faith in his heart, God (Ball not be my God, 1'will
not fubmit moy felfe unto his luwes. Chrift foall not
raigne over me- This is plainc and manifcft by
mens behaviour, when they are reproved
fortheir finnes. Tellthe covetcus man of his
avarice,the fwearcrof his blafphemic,and che
drunkard of his drunkencile, &e. will hee
humble himfclfe in confcience of hisfinne ?
Nothing lefle: but his heac will (well againe

thee, ashis fury and impaticnce will foone !

bewray; and the reafon s, becaufe hee never
chinketh of his owne cftaces how by creation
hec oweth homage un:o God, as to his Cre-
ator: for his purpofeisto goc oninfinne, and
when heeis reproved for the fame, his defire
iscroffed; which he cannot abide, and there-
forcrageth;Mewing chereby manifeftly, chat

ma ts,

For the examination of our hearts tous
ching chis thoughe : whether did wee ever
thinke thus withour felves; I willwer obey Godi

d ? Doubtleile everv man will

wordof (God s foolifbnclle, Therefore I wik

anfwer for himfelfe, that hee abhorres chis
d\ougbt.

in his heare he faich, He will not obey Gods eom. |
9 G

(Dlobary

(g)vedfeas,

(h)lersap,

()Luke. t9.34.

v

Examination
for this
choughe.




Moans natwrall Imaginations.

(a)lob.21.1¢.

(b)Mal.3.14,

|(Phlys.e3.

thought, Andyee after juit criallic will ap-
pearc, that generally ehis thoughe is rifea.
mong us for chough we hearetheword, and
receive the Sacramenes the pledges of our
falvation, and will bee counted the members
of Chiift,yerwhat is the caufe thacchere is
folicele k ledge of God,and obedi to
his word? And why doe men in cheir callings
fhew forth fo fmal love,fo little mercy, juttice,
& good corfcience? The eruch is,that though
fome have chefe chings in them in fome
meafure, yetthe body of our peopleis gene=
rally void of thefe good vertues, and fruits
of the fpirit: hee thac hath buc halfean eye
may fecii: for where is chac religious keeping

ferious performing of worfhippe unto God
which oughtco be? All which argue,char the
hearcis corrupt and deccivable, and faich in-
deed toGod, Zwill ot abey thy word, Lord de-
partfromme. What man almoftis there that
faith with himiclfc, 0bwsiferable man, whas
have [done?

Tbe Ve, By thiswicked imagination wee
may fec how hard a thing it is rruly & foundly

& manmay deccive his ownefoule,& beguile
the world by hypocrifie : foramanby long
exercife in theword may havea greatmea-
fure of knowledge,and withall good wit,and
memeric,and with chem utcerance, and by a
common gifc of the (piric, bee able toceach
the word tru'y, and to- conceive prayer to

ood purpofe,.and withall have a cankred
heart towards God, poyfoned wich this dam-
nablclhoughr, 1 willmot obey the word of God:
forevery manthat hath inwardly in hima
| fetolive, though butinenc finne, his
Ecm is not upright with God, ncither bee
Godsgraces, as faith, and repentance found

and refolution to lcave allfinne,andto pleafc
Godin all things.

Sedt.g.
Ofshis thoughts It is a vaine thing to
voor/Lip God. .

. The third wicked imagination, of mans
heart conceming God is this: Jr ss # vaine thing
toworfbipGod. This Job (heweth to beerrue:
\bringing in che wicked man (aying, () what
profis foall { baveif 1 pray unto God?we muft not
thinke chac hee faid thus wich hismouth, but
in his heare : And the Prophet CAaluchse
bringeth inthe Iewes faying, () It is & vaine
thing toferve Gody. and what profit isit thas wee
bave kgt bis commandement, and that we wal-
ked bumsbty befare she Lordof boffs 7 Yearighre-
ous David,a man after Gods owne hearr,was
overtaken with chis evill thought,when hee
{aid, (<) Certainely] bave cleanftdmybeart in
vaine,and wafbed mey bands in Imocencie: wher-
by it is plaine, thac chis is 2 nacarall evill
thought inevery man. - . .

Yec here we mult remembet, thacthis evill
thoughe comes not into the minde of man a

ofthe Sabbath that fhould bee? whereisthac |

to convert a finner unto God,and how eafily |.

in hisheart: fortrue repentance s a purpofe, !

A

B

C

D

all cimes, but only at fuch rime, when occafi-
onisoffered, as namely when amnn is called
onro thefervice of God, which upon fome
occafion heis defirous to omit: Then will his
minde range abou for libertic from Gods
fervice, and fo will hee bethinke himfelfe of
the wicked mans cftace who never faved
God, and yet isin beteer cafc outwardly then
thegodly manis: And hereupon heebegins
tofiyin hishearr,doubtleile 2 £s a vaine tln»x
toferve God.
For the examination of our hearts rou-
. ching chis thoughr, afeer juft triall it will bee
l found among us, as the flacc of all fores of fa-
milies will declare, Among the poorer fore
you fhall fee men labour from morning to
cevening, and take grear paines to provide for
the world,but in the meanetime where s the
worthip andfervice of God 2 where is prayer
and thank(giving, morning and evening?
Surely ic isncgle&ted, andcherealon is, be-
caufe they thinke chus in cheir heare, Sozhar 7
may have provifion for the world, it is no mratter
whether Iferve God or wor. Come to therich

their rimein eating, drinking, gaming, and
fuch delights, but the worfhip of Godis not
regarded,for thus they chinke with chéfelves,
Ifthey may bave their pleafure , ak ss well. Come
and reafon with ordinary men, and exhore
them toufethemeanes of falvation,and hew
forth love unco religion fincerely s their an-
fwer is, They will doc as they have done,and
a3 their forefachers did before them, they
oufttheir foules are as good to God-ward as
thebeft: Andfor oughethey fee, noneare
wotler then thole thac have fo much prea-
chiing, and therefore they hopetobee faved,
though chey doe notfollow it fomuch. And
this alio commeth from this evill thonghe, 7t
is invaine toforve God, Marke alfo in thole
places wherctheGofprll is preached, If any
man feeme to makemore confcienceof finne,
and of ferving God then other,they are made
aby-word and amocking ftocke, and their
profeffion isturned to their reproach : which
argucs plainely chatmans choughe i3 this, /s
is avase thing to ferve God. Nay, take a view
of the whbdle-world, and yeu fhall fee every
whercmen give themfelves te will.worfhip.
No natien is {o barbarous as:0 denie unto
Godall worthip, but doechey giveuntohim
that whith he commandeth in his word?No-
thing ltife:Itis eithérthe meerc invention of
men, ot akégecher flained cherewith: This
is moftevideat with the Turke, the Iew, and
the Papift: yea our common fort of Prore-
ftancs have theit wil-wotfhip: for generally
lhey hem (el 2 L1

with the mumbling
over the words of the Creede; the Lords
Prayer,*tht:cen Cdmmandements, perfwa-
ding chem(€ivés thac by the barereherfall of
the words,they have fufficiently ferved God.
New would we kndw the caufc herof,as aljo

why men arefo flacke and cold in prayer, (o

care-

mans houfe,& there you fhall fee them fpend

Examination
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(b)verfcdbe

()verle. 8.
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(e)Pfal 316,12

(f)rfal.;8. 19.
0

(g)Mat. 14,30

carelefle, and unreverent in hearing Gods
word ? Surely it is noching but chis vile Ima-

A

()Ob thou of lissle faith,why didde[t show donbs ?
By all whichitiscvidenc thae chisis anatu-

Thefourth evill thoughe concerning Ged,
isy @ thought of diftraft, thus framed in the
minde,God doth ot regardme;God wilmas helpe
mey God will wot beemercifublmmso mee : This
thought made entranceunto che fall of our
firft pareats : for firft Eve looked upon the
fruit,and faw that it was beautifull, and chen
entredinto her hearta thoughe of diftruft,af-
ter this manncr;lc may beit isnot true which
God hath faid to us concerning this fruit,and
it may be God regardeth us not aswe thinke
he doch, inthae he denieth us this fruit;here-
upen her will and her affe@ions were caried
to the breaking of Gods commandement,
and (o fhe finned by difobedience, and Adarm
alf>(inned. When the people of Iiracl mur-
muredin the wilderacile (3) Mofes finneda
i finne, for hee was debarred entrance into the
 land of Canaan: Now what was Mofes (inne?
for both bee and Aaron (b) prayedtothe Lovd,
and checked the people,faymg Feare ob yerebels,
Gro. Avdat sz commandement bee bronghs wa.
ter out of the rocke. Surcly his finne was fecret,
even inward anbelicfe and diftruft in Gods
promife, for when hee fimote che rocke, hee
might chinke thus wich himfelfe, Trmay be
that God will not now give water out of the
'rocke; andhis feemes the more probabie,be-
caufe he went beyond his commiffion in {mi-
ting thirice upon the rocke, when God bad
him onely to /peake (<) unsosz. This cvill

hought takes hold of religious David allo:
(d) 1faidinmsine baft, I ams caft ons of shy fight,
! as though hecfhou'd fay, Hertofore I have
 found faveur with God,but now in mine ad-
verficie 1am utterly rejeéted: Againe (€ ) Ifaid
inm) feare, allmsen arelyers:thatis, when feare
of deach tooke hold of mee, chen [ thought
that Semwel lied unto mee, when hee faidl
fhould come o the kingdome over Ifracl.
Thechildren of Iirael did ofcen bewray this
thoughe of diftruft, whenthey werepinched
with hunger, and famincin the wjlderne(Te,
thay fay, (1) ('an God prowide asable for ws in she
wildernefle ? Canbee give bread and fiefb for bis
people ¢ As if they fhould fay, we thinke hee
cannot, nor will noc: Yea the Apoftle Peser
was not free from. this choughe, for: when
Chrit walking on the waters, commanded
Peter to come unto him,hee eame aucboldly,
i & walked cowards Iefus, but when{s) He faw
& migbtie windt, be begen 10 finks: Whemge came
| rhisiSdnl‘y“from achought of diftruft which
| he had in his hears,co this effedls Fomay bo God
| will 5ot fuppors mee in bbis wey wialking 1 and chat
j chis or fome fuch choughe was in ki heare,
[, appeareth by Chrifts tnfwer to him, faying,

D

gination bewitching our foules, chat ita« | |rallchought in the mindeof man, whichat

vains thing to ferve God; This quencheth the fometi; bleth che moft righ man
{pirir, anS hindrech all good metions chatbe | | chacis.

in our hearts. Now touching this thoughe of diffraft,

Scét 5. two things are co bee fcanned: firft, thecime

Of mans thoughts of diftruft. whenit taketh place in mans minde; and fe.

condly, the danget of it. For the time; This
theughe doth not alwaies take place in the
minde of man, but onely inthetime of fome
danger,afflition, and temptation, and efpe-

‘| cially in the time of ficknes, and inthe pangs

of death, Thus in his gricvous affli@ion was
vighteous Jeb troubled with this thoughe of
diftruft: fer then he complained, that God did
base hins and gnafy wpon himwish bis seeth, and
ashis ememsie, fharpned bis eyes againft binssyes,
that (% )beemade bim as bis bustey and marke 30
fhoot . And David in a grievous trouble of
minde, thus complained: (1) Wilithe Lord ab-
fent bimfelfe for ever ? Avd will he foerw no more
Javour ¥ Isbis mercy cleane joue for ever ? Doth
bis promife fasle for evermore’ Huth God forgst-

ten to be mercifwli2@-c. Wheiby appeareth,thac

. | inhis affliction he was greatly troubled with

this diftruftfull choughe; and chercis no man
living,but when trouble & affliétion comes,
hee fhall feele in himfelfe thefe choughts of
diftruft.Indeed while peace & eafe centinue,
preflumptuous thoughts potfetlc the mindey
bur when the daies of peace begone, & trou-
blcfome times app , ther prefump
thought give place, and thoughts of diftruft
come in their roome and ftead.

11. Point, The danger of thefe thoughes of
diftruft is very grear, as che fruits chereof de-

clare,for henee arife;firft,all horrours,andeer- | -

rors of confcience, all feares, and aftonifh-
ments of the heart:For when the minde faith
(chough falfly)God doth notvegard me,God will
not fave mee,chen the crembling heart is full of
horror and dread.Secondly, hence commeth
defperation it fclfe, whercby men confident-
ly avouch that God hath foriaken them, and
caft them off, and that there is no hope of.
life, but prefent death, remaining for them:
this thoughe troublech che minde of the wic-
ked, and of the repentant perfon alfo : for de-

{peration is nothing bur the ftrength of this | .-

thoughe of diftru?,” Thirdly, this weaknerh
che foundation of our falvation, which ftamt
dethin the certaintic of Gods promifes; for
this thoughe of diftruft- deniach csedit to
Gods promifes,and makech them uncercaine;
Among alother evil thoughts this doth moft
diretly hinder falvacion, for icis flatagainft
faith, as water s to fire : for true faich makes
2 man fay with good cenlcicnce, () Cbﬂﬁ
died ¢ foed bis blosd for e, God she Futher wil
be marcifull unte me, and [ave mee: But this.di-
firaftfull chonght cauleth a man to fay the
cleanc contraric, Chrift dicdwot for me:God wikl
wot fave me:focthat where this thoughe prevai-
leth, true faich isnor, ncicher can rake place,

7

(h)verfe. 31,

Thetimeof
thisthoughe,

(©verfe.sz.

Mrtalgzz:

Fruits ofthis
thoughts

(m) Gal.3.20.




GalaH]

A ——

. | monithedin the feare of God to ufc alt goad

i | dnd cempracion @ Thie mednes to repretfetic

“tafpecial mearies ordained oF(}qd,iqnh:t‘mc

. owne foules; and cherefore amoft foveraigi

i l-much as if Chnifthimiclfe in his-owne perfun
., hould (peake untothem, by'véitue 6f Gods

| any man,mercy belongeth to-thee, he would:
“beleeve: if God fiy-to Girnelis belgeve thou,

‘| belceve; if hesfuy to Perer,beleeve chouand

|leeve. . Loehiebe; when cht Minitfer of God,
| out of Gods word; faitlitd any man,beléeve |
|-thiow, and repent’ thoti, and Gods icicy bes |
i{ longs unto clieey i is as much 3s ifthe Lord

M ans naturall ?mz,tginﬂtiom. S

e (.m:(ﬁcl:ng tie danger of iﬂ;s di-
ruftfull thought is fo gréat, Wee muft be ad-

meanies, whyle the dayes of peace docfaft,thac
ittakeno place withusin the day of trouble

areche preaching of the word,and chéSacta-
mignts of Baptifine and che Leyds Spper. *
- For the firft: the word of God preachedis

Lapplying. of Gods promifes of mercy ro our,

remedic againttthis chought of diftruft; Fe
.when the promifes of mercyin Chrifty ire,
offered unto Gods peopl¢ in’ the preaching.
.of: the word by. a lawfull Minifter; it is s

ordinance, If God from heevehThould fay-to.

and my mercy belongs to thee, Cormeline Will

my mercy belohgs cochee, Rerer-will beleeve:
and if he fay {o 6o Mary Magdaleh;fhe wil be

fhould call hir by riame parcicdlarly, dnd fy
unto him, beleeve thou, andtepent, and ‘my |
mefey belongs unto chee: yeaicis illoncay
if God himiclfe thould fay, 7 aos thy Fatber
and thow art wiy child, if thowwile repent;arid
beleeve: . ) S '
The fecondmednes, which is alio very ¢f.
fe@tuallto cucoff ¢his chovght of diftruft, 1
Baptifme. If any carchly prince give a pardon
to any man, and put the mans namcinthe
pardon, and his ownebroadfeale unto it, the
man will never doubt of his pirdon, but be-
leeve it. Beliold, in Baptifme God entreth
with bl hed man, and
hercin makes promife of hifeunto him: yea
hepirs che mans name in the ¢ovenant, feas
ling the fame with his ownefleale - aiid chere-
fore the partie baptized, muft beleevé againft
thisthoughe, ’ ;

Iy adminiftred and reccived : for therein the
bread and winegiven tothe hand of every
communicant by the Minifter, are particular

¢y inChrifl. Thefe srethe meanes which we
muft ufe wich all good confeience in thedziss
of peace, that ‘when troubles come, this
thought of diftruft may not prevaile againft
us. And thus much: of mans narurall evill
thoughes againft God. Many other mighe bev
added herounto, bus thefe being the princix
pall, Tomic the reft. .
CHAPIV.

Ow wee cometothe evill thoughes of
mans naturall heare againft hisneigh-

The third means,isthe Lord Supper righr? D

pledges & rokens unto them of fpeciall mer- |

Of mans naturali showghes ngir'nﬁ bis nzighbonr,

A botir,&nd to'finde them out wee muft have
| recourte o te fecond Table of the morall
i law, which was pentiéd with refpet to (a)che
Fcorrupt tftare bt man, forbidlding that which
{mans” &trupt heatt''chinketh naturally a
Lgainft hisneighbour, for ‘every commande-
! mént cheéréof is fpiricuall; Forbidding At one-
fly thewitked a@ioris,cvilt words,&:geflures,
 bue all corrupt affetions, yea all evill fmi
| nations‘ef mary againft )
| The thoighes of hin’ again®t hivHigh-

b fwo, fortsy dither withour copfeat,
Yol »

bare thevery filt evill motions of th de
rwhich afnan’ conceiveth againt ighe’
1 boirf to'which the Wil never giveth confent,

B |and thefédre forbidderiin the centh come

| mandement, Tbon foals not luft, A

‘I Thoughts with Conlétic of will are fuch s

| 2 man conctiving inbiSminde, doth withall

| defire, or purpofein bis heart tb pralift :and

| thefeare forbidden inthé fift, fixe; feabenth)

cightyandninek corhotindéments; by'réafon

Whereof they may il bee reducedyo five

heads. They arecither thonghts of diffor

againft the fifr commandementjor thonphis of

'm':r.»hrr,éig:ihﬂ the (137, ox shoughts of adsilrery

! nFainﬁt'{)c]E:i’thzh;oyi‘fﬂjﬁlﬁ‘f‘l&ﬁ gaitift
3l

the eighey or thoughes of dyfgrace; sgainft'thé
nix\fh'cqmlf:indemm L .

Se

Of thinghssof difiononr, "1
@i Firfashoughre of difbotiour is any thought
| thareend¥eh tp che c'nn'r':"r’npt and abafing of
the perfon'of our neighbour, in refpet of
{ biirfelves  And it istheit conceived in’ onf
{minds, wheg'we chinke chus of all o:her mien
befides our felves:Swih and fuch a man, tifarre
inferionr wnto'the abafe ¢ contemprible feliow ini
‘r: ard of me, Example hercof wee have inthe
Pharifie, 2 man fin& in ptoteffion, and zéa-
Joiis'in- his religion, who commech colthic
Temple 1o pray wich the Publican i ‘now
marke whithe faich, (YYOb God, Ithanks thie,
shat [ aim bt as other menave, "or s this' Publiz |
can W hich wordd proceed frori Tiseh'a protid
choughr ss chis, Lord I thank

S?b}jt, allotber
e arefarreinfariour unto me 7.

paffzibe coramon fore: ihis Publicanis abafe f2l-
Livw, and i 8odie 1o mse M ey Thall imagine that
thisthooght is not in evety mian, bu%m forne’
few proudpérfons, f anfwer, iris by naturein
every perfosiliving without grace:and therg.
fofe Sainit Panl giveh this commandement; |
Thas (¢)  every moan inmeckeneffe flowld efi e
[ others beitér chan imjelfe, giving us to under- |
fand, chatby natie all menchinke beft of
themfelves, and cfteeme others fatre worle
than themfelves, '.“ :
®7 pe nfe. X thisthobght oFc
allmenshearts, then -bebald what a pallace

Tt

heartof manvis naturdlly: it is likeunco tite
tableof Adoni-bekek; 3¢ Which hee fatein 2

ug?iuwichourco ene, | -

dic farrifier- |

of all Sifanicall ind déiviable pride che].

chaireof eftate, and made arhers, cvenkings,
i ot

#Gal3g.

)

bLuk.a8, 11,

¢Phifa.3:

Todg.r.7!
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to eate mearalike dogs under his feer, with
their thumbs curoff : fuch an one is every
mari by rarure,he lifteth up himfelfe, (aying,
Zaw the man,and creaderh his br under
his feer, as no body unto him. Agd thisis
the cinfe of much firjfe & hurt in all humane
fOcieties + this canfeth many iarces, much
feorning, and greatgqntempt among men in
wordanddeed.

Now that we may neforme thisthought in
us, wee myft learnc to fay as Job did afcerhe
had bin afff.&ted, and came o fee his Gnnes:
(<) Behold I am vile : and with Abrabew,(4)1
amsbut duft and afbes : and with David, [ema
worms, and us man,P[3lm.33.6.yea with Past,
() wee muft labour $0 fec onr wiiferiedy veafon of
Jine, and “thar willbelpe to pull dowse the

pride of our hearcs.
I ,fe, :'bw‘l‘xx" ,
: ... OFf murthering ¢l 3
" The fccorj:-d evill xhgughr ‘of man agsinft
his neighbour with conlent, is athought of
CMurther,or of any thing that ma()nbdum.Oi
this wee have particular exsmples in Scrip-
tare, Deut. 15.9. Fhe Lord ferbiddeth the
Iewes to have this murthering thought in
theirbearts : 1wl not relicve thepasre,l will og
doe gesdunto shew; giving us o underftand,
that this was the common though of the
Tewes:ortlfe he wold not bave forbiddenc:
yeathe Lord doth there fet ont this theught
by two fignes, irlt, an evilleye, whena man
tutnes his countenance from the podre, or
lookesh on them without compaffion : fe-
condly, vsmerciful dealing, when a man will
ot helpe the poore by gitt, accerding to his
abilitie. Andbecanfe alt altions proceede
from thoughts,the heare being chef i
of our decdes, hence icappeareth, that this
murthering chought sgamftthe poore,isrife
inthis age': for where i the man tha doth
pisticthe poore, and doth good to thém ac.
cording o his abilitie 2 nay,che Lords ¢om-
plaint agsinft che Jewes may be firly applied
ta oux times, in regard of erucity and oppref-
{ion: The ffeile of the poore is in your boufesiwhar
bave yee 10 dte, toas Je beate pry Pesple topeeses,
and grinde she faces of the posre? If.3.1 415
The fccond example of 2 murthering
thought, is concerning Gods Church, and it
is this, 7wilidoe ome (piteor burt to thevs that
worfbipGod. For proofe hereof, uac! Plal.74
8. David bringeth in the Babylenians, Edo-
mites, &cdayingthus one to another againft
Gods peoplethe Icwes: Les ws deffray shem ale
together, and Pfal.83.4. Les ns xcthem of frem
besng apeople, And let the nawe,of Ifined bsewo
waare in rememsbrance. Now as this was their
thought, fois irﬂ;e thought of 3ll men naru-
rally,-for thae which.wasthe difpefitionef
Babel,Edows, Moabanic Anpmswagaingt Gods
Chyrch, is the difpofition of efl men natural-
1y; forlaoke how generall the hatred of man
is, fogenerall is r%c purpofe of mifchiefc a-
gainft chofe shar profetfe religion : for all

/A

men by natureare haters of Gods Church,
and, peeple, fo Chrift faith <o his difciples,
(1) Yo Pabbebated of all nasions for my nases
{uke: Yeambofocver killesh you fhall chinke shas
bee dath God good fervice, and therefore this
thoughe of doing wmifchiefe is as generall,
eveninthe minds of every man by nature.
This furcher appeareth by the continuali per-
fecution, thathack everbeent raifcd againft
Gods poore Church, fince the beginning of
theworld : It beganac Abel; fooncafterthe
. giving of the coveriat of grace to eur But
parents, anidhach continued ce this day,and
{hall abide uatpthe.end: o thatif carnall men
could looke igto their owng hearts, they.
fiould chere bghold chis murthering thougbs
againk Gods people. This murthering
thought commeth, from 3nother wicked
imaginatiopfetdowneby S.2air:who brin-
geshin the wicked of this- werld, () Thinking
# & flrange thing.chat Gods childsen doe nss a8
they doe, andrunne nor withskam unto all exceffe
of riot: living in drunkennes fornication,and fach
other abominasionssfor this caufe doe they con-
ceive hatred, andfo will comcinuc, till God
givethem grace to.repent.. If any fhali fay
houghs is net generall, for Nabuched-
zar (1) an_heathen man Bowed favourte
| Daniel andbighly adyanced bims Lanfwer, itis

trug he did to, bus that was a worke of Gods

sciall providence, who procured himfa-

vour, and difpoled che Kings heart 1o affe®
im,- a hee did alfo she heart of the chicfe
(1) Eunuch Oihgrwife Nabuchadrézzarnatu.
rally did noching but incend mifchiefe againft
Gads Church, as his rage agaiait thechree
children did eviderhly beviray, Dax.3.19.
\Athird exaple of this murthering thought
I adde, which cvery Minifter of Gods word
may obferve by daily expericace, and chiac.is
this, whenmens faults are particularly rebu-
ked i‘n the miniftetie ;f:lhe word, and the

uické, asit were touched, by applying the
3vqxd to checonfcience, then will':sl’uc hcgurof
a naturall man, thusconceive of the Minifter
chatreprovethlinne: This wan meancth me,
bee bash fome fpise, and malice againft mie,that be
thue reproveth my particulsr fantss,when as the
Miniftes knew chem nottobehis perfonall
{innes : buric is thepower of the wordhat
ranfakech the finfull heart: thisisthé faulk of
all carnall hearers, who wiltheare quietly till
theirfaules he rebuked,but thenchey thinke
malitioully of she preacher, thus Hereddealt
with Iohn Baptift, he hesrd him gladly fora
while,Marke,6. 20.but when he wasrebuked
forhis brother. Philips wife, then bec caff Iobn
suprifem. Lsk, 3.19.20. And if sonfcience
might bee judge, many an hearck wonldbe
found to havean Hereds heart cowards Gods
Minifter. ~
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neighbour,is the theughr of, Adulterys which
isthe tl\;ughr wish confent to any unchafti-
tic, Such a thought ll;ud,lgdab_,qgmguin;
Tlpthis:)aughrcrin qw.yvz-:'nk;viig@ ber
wnwhortsand deiredtobeswith er, Gen. 38. 15,
16. And with fuchj] _Q?hu Was ‘e
heart foyexed, that l‘;’: gllﬁckefo;h_\is:_gﬁn
Yamar,2.Saz.13.2. This makesa man;jnA-
dultererin heart before Gﬁj\.kthm?'h l?unt]'l‘y
he commic not the fa@t, Har.5.38,

The fourth is the thoughe ot Thft, which
is thechought with confent of beguiling o
webnging anotherinhis. goods or (ubffance.
This s chat [nsaginin, gf'l'."‘qlilymd werking of
wi J-e{': their beds i covesing of fietds, 2
gainfiw :Ir;lwalv proneunceth a e, Mic.
2.1, And thisthevghe al(o | _II:LI;{I: their
hearts, chat with the wicked Ifeaclyces. with
the timewere come, wherein they might make
the Epbafmalland the Sf:}( _(rsa_:. mos 8

5 an

b

A

+ kegh.niot tolic, b give him oceafion o lic,

arilein mens mindes, butchen only when oc-
cafionis given : for mans heartis like tinder
ot dry wood, which burnes noc of it felfe, but
fo fodlnca'; Bire j§ pur so ic, then prefently ic

ipdlech.when you come co ealke with a na-
cugall@an,ic may be forche prefent, hechin-

agd then he foone bethinkes bimlelFe theree
of;and will not fparcto utter it,if it may make
for "iiid"‘“’ﬂ'- And-thelike’ we may fay-
of Malice, Adultery, Théft, Difgracg,orany
other finneagainft our‘;leiginbour; Doc but
minifter occalion thereaboyr to “the naturall
héarcof man, and heshinketh ofchem, apd |

him,will bring forch the fame in attiop.

The fecondpoint. Inwhiom are gll thefce- 1
vill thoughes ¢ dnfwer. In ollme Fll‘ll’&lly ;
without excepsion, il they bee rengwed by
Godsfpeciall grace: Yea, the trugh isy thefe

h h
t

.5
that 15, lef cn(l;’c fire, & the
ice,and falfific the 23 by deceis. :
B Thefifc e'éfll xho'\lglr. is @ thowghe of dif-
grace,which fomeway tendeth tothe reproach,and
Bebafing of ‘our neighbosrs good name, as,whena
thing is well done,tothink and judgeittobe
ill done,or when athing is amille, to judge it
worfe than icis : Thus E/4 thoughe difgrace-
fully of Haennab,deeming hertobedrunk,fay-
ing,1 Sam.1.13,14.Pos away thy drankenne e,
when fhee prayed devourly from a srewbied
 fowle to the Iard,v.x 5. T hus Eliab, Davids cl-
deft brother, thought difgracefully of David,
when he fhewed himfelfe willingto encoun-
ter with Goliah thac reviled che Hoaft of
the living God,(nyini.x Saw.17.28. Tknow
the pride and malise of stine beart, thar thes art
come o fecthe bareeli: whenas indced che Spi-
it of Gad put that motion inco his beare, o
takeaway the fame from Ifracl, as thehap-
py event declared plainly. So whenour Sa-
viour Chrift (pake moft comfortably to the
ficke of the palfic,faying, Mat.g. 2. Beofgood
comfort,ghy finnes arefor givensheechenche cur-
fed heatts of the wicked Pharifees thoughc
thus in themfelves, T bis masi blafphemsesh, 4.
And when the gift of the holy Ghoft was fene
&pon the Apoftles, caufing them to li;eakc
ftrange tongues, to the great admiration of
men of diversnations, then fome of the mals-
ciows Tewes thonghs shey were Jrns.liying,fcof-
fingly, eAd.2.13. Theyware full of new wine,
Andthis thought of difgrace s in every man
nacunally, bringing forch continually the
fruicsof difgeace,as Ewvie, Strife, Emulasions,
Diffentions,and Debases : fox love thinkesh xot
evilfbut naturally true love iswanting inall
men:and thercforethey cannotbue chinke
evill of others, . )
Weefee the five evill _thoughu of mans
natunll heaz againft his neigh

feanned,to wit,when thefe evill thoughes do

our; teuich-
ing which,cwa things are et fiirther ¢o bee.

arifein the minde,and in whom they are.Far
the firfk: i is craechac they donotac all cimes |

Cc

[=)

| come, muft needs be common.,

ghs doc every wheresbound, for laoke
whacmen doe pralice, chac fult of all shey.
chirfke, for the choughe is the beginning of
every altion: Butin the world aﬁ‘ﬁnncs a-
gainftche fecond Table doe abyugd, as the
pra&ice of Difhonour, of Murther, Adultery,
Théfts, and Difgraces: and chercfore chele
evill thoughes from whence thefe_aQtions

FJfe. By this we may fee whac 3 huge ma(lg

of corruprionthe naturall heart of man iy, | .
without Gods fpeciall grace: for thoughes |
of difhonour makea mans heate 3 pallace of
pride, Jikethe table of Adonibezck :* Alfo
thoughts of crucky make mans heare a
Mavghter-houfe : Theughes of Aduleery
makeita moft filchy flewes: Thoughes of
Thefcmakeit to become a den of cheeves,
wherein all manner offraud, and bad ‘dga.
ling is plotted & devifed: and laftly,choughts-
of Difgrace make ic a fountaine of backbi-
ting,dcbare,(lander,and reviling: And there.
forg howfoever theoutwardlife may be'or-
deredcivilly, yeewithout Gods grace mans
heartis moft vile :and chofe that pleade their
ood nature,aind good meaning are here con-
uted,for naturally the'hear clunkés gl ovill
againlthis neighbour, :

CHAP.V.

ﬁm/e e,

' of mans natwrall :;uxlm concerning

o St 1. i
*Uhins proud thonghss of bis owne
o t'.\‘-c'l fencye !

Hethird kinde of mans nataeall evill

y {h’gu“hin’, are fiéh dsconcerne hishfelfe,
andthey arg principaflyfoare. © ©-

Thefirftmay be fely tearmed i;buﬁfﬁt of.
{ln'lc, \inﬁcby every mah naturally chinkes

jmfelfe moft excellent, and farre o exéeede |
' 7 Rnr - o f‘ﬁl

without Gods grace reflraining, orrenewing| .-

el
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all other men whattuever : thus che Prophet
Efey brings in Babylon fpeaking in her heast,
that s, chinking, [ will afcend into beaven,

exals wy throne above or befidesthe flars of God,
asif Bic hould chinke with her felfe, I emfar
mere excellis thi anyosber whasfocver, & there-
fore L am s be exaliedfrom the carthto beaven,
and tobe masched with God 'bimfelfe. And the
Prophet Z:clug brings in Ninive fpeaking
thusin her heart, (1)1 o, and there is none be-
fides me.And o the proud Phasifcein his pri-
vate & fecrer prayerco God,faich, (6)1shanke
sbee Lordb.as 1 amnos asother mem, meaning
thathe i$ morc excellent, And the whoreot
Babylon (c) isb:ought in faying of ket felfe,
(d)Afie asje Qusen;and ams no widoiw,and flad ee'
no mowiming. All which places fhew chis to
be the nature of man, to cxal hiwfelfe in his
owne hearr, above all others, It any fall Gy,
hereby no moie can bee proved, buc that
chis thaaghe is in fome proud and- infolent
petfons : [ adde clicrefoie,chat as our Birft Pa-

leffon of che devill,Te fball be s gods: (o wee |
being intheirloynes when chicy linned, and
defcending from them by ordinary genga-
tion, dactogether with our nature reccive
thae corrupuion from them; whereby wee
thinke thus proud'y of our felves, tl:ac wes
farve axcell otbers,andure aslinle, ydr onsarth,
invefpedl ofgrhers. Indced the meft will fay
forthemfclves, we doc abhorre chis proud
thought, ncicher did we ever finde it 1o bee

rentsin the beginning didlearne chac proud |

truth, cthoagh itbee manifefted unto him.
Sixtly, Contention, whereby men ftrive one
againtt anotherin word or deed,without ro-
lﬂkln&.; Andlaflly, 4ffeBasion of Novelsies,
efpecidlly in outwardatrife, for when aman
conceived fo highly of himfelfe, chen wichall
hechiinkesnomanner of attire good enough
tobeautific,arid adorine his body; and fo be-
gisco devife, and :ffc@ frange'and for-
raigneartire, - o

Secondly, the deuger hercof appeareth:
hence, thac where chis chought of pride raig-
nech, (asit doth inall mén naturally) there;
thz fpirit ef grace dwellech not : Maryir: her
fong faith well, Luke1.53. Godfeatieveth the
Imaginatids of the prond: that is,of thofe which
haverhis conceit of their owne excclency
i above others: and Saint Jumes, lam.4 6. God
refiftesh the proud,and givesh grace tothe hwes-
ble: yea, thus [aith bethat is high and excellent,
lfa.57.85 Heeshae inbabiteth eternity, whofe
name is theboly One : 1 dwellin the bigh and bely
place,with bind'alfo thas is of acentrite avd bam-
ble fpirit, 1o revive thefpirit of the bumble : Bus:
bethat fftesh p bimfesfe, bis mmais wor righs
L s i, Hub. 2.4,

Thirdly, fuchisthe dangerof this fimme;
that when all other finnes dicin a man, chis
chought of pride dyech nor: nay,whien other:
i finnesarcmortified, and Gods gracescome
i in ftcad thercof,yet this willthen revive,and
C | make chegraces of God matter whereof to

inus: But wemult know, thar che letfer
wee difcerne itin our felves, the more it
reigneth in our hearts; and che more wed [
ccrne,and bewailcie,che lefler place it cakech
inus,

Now touchinng this choughe of pride,

bigheft degreeof it For che dawger of this

fafhions i apparclisa wonderfull pride; But
the moft vilcand wretdhed piidé of all,is chiat
{piricuall pride of the heare, whereby aman
efpifechall other, inregard of himfelfe,and
thinketh himfclfe fxire bewer chan any. Thiis
1 manifeft by fundry reaons = as fict, fiom
the fruits cf this inward pride, for kence
doc flow many damnable finnes in mens
lives and converfations: as firlt, dmbition,
wherby men are not concenc wich chaecftace,
wherewith God hath bleffed chem: but doc
fecke by all incanes to be advanced to higher
dignitic and cftace. § dly, Prefumpti
whereby men dareencerprife
their calling,and'above their power, caking

Thirdly, beafting, wherchy aman {peakiech of
himfelfe morc than isfcemely, and exrolleth
himfelfeabove his defess, Fourchly, Fypocrifie
- when a man precendeth hee hath chac grace
and religion, which indeed hee hach nex, or
clfe maketh hew of more grace than’ is true-
lyinhim. Fifcly,0bffinacy,whena man per-

two: | will pride bee working,for chis is"a fruic of
things muftbe obferved: the danger, and the |

thought; Theourward atfeting of ffrange -

;l'xing,x’ beyond !

upon them more than they are ablcto doe. |

| workesas whé an ignorant perfon atraines to
fome knowledge,this pridewilltake occafion
- from that gifc of God, to puffeupthe heart -
yea,when aman in crue huirility of hearr,
. Mall renouncethe altions of gride, yer then

' pride, to thinke welt of cur felves,becaufe we

A jfiftethinan errour, andwillnot yeeld to the

| are not proud.

1. Point. The bigheft degree of this pride
is,when a man thinkech himfelfeto be equall
with God. This isa moft notorious, nay,an’
sbominable height of pride; and yer the
cruthis, fomemen bave come Hercuneo.

when he faid in his heart, Efa. 14.04. T wifl af-
cend above the height of the clowds, and will belike
I s6e moft high. It may feeme firange that
men Mould thinke thus of themfelves; buc

D

wayess firt,whenchey chink chey have pow-
erof chedlclves, whereby they arc able to
match or countervailethe power of God:fo
thought Nebucheduerzar, when hee faid,
Dan.2.15.Who is that God that ean duliver you
ontof myband? Such a thoughe had proud
Phbaras in his hease,when hefaid to Mofes, &
Aaron,Exed. 5.2, Whois be Lord,thas I fboxtd
Béare bis soyce mdéie Ifraelgo? Secondly,whe
they take co'theinfelves Gods honour, and
thinkeit tobe daecothem: Thus did Hersd,
(gwhen by filence hee approved che blaf-
phiemousvoyce of che people,who cried un-

to

Thus the king of Babe/choughe of himfelfe, |

weemuft know, that men may doe it two |

Theheightof

chis thought.
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Bell.de Rom.
Poatif.lib.q.

e e oo

{ man nacugally when occafi6 is offcred, chinks
{ highly of kimfelfc, and bafely of ochers in re-

Jand ftriveagaintt ic,forwho would not bee a-
{Mamedco fay with the
{tloee Lord, 1ant ot as ot

fﬁ!imlﬁubik.'lfa.ﬁ.;._ i

t him, the voyce of God, andlor of man. And: A
thus Antichnftfitting inthéFemple of Ged,
2 Tl 5.g. Euts binfelfe whekiall shan i
called God,or or ipped. Novw dhist man of fin,
is the Pope of Rome; for howfotver in word
he humble himfclfe,and ealt Himfclfe che fer-
vantef fervanesgyetindeed chmah the pride
of his heart, hecfitteth as Gody taking unto
himfelfe thac honor which is préper to God:
for he claimeth powerto prefeiibe new rules |
of Gods worfhip, toforgivé fifines, co make
l4wes to binde the confcience properly, yea,
tgropen and fhut hicaven, and fo'difpofe ac his
pleafure of carthly kingdomes; he taketh up-
oh him, to difpenfewith the morall law, and
with Apoftolicall conftitutions:all which be-
long toGodalone, and ‘none dare claime
them to belong unto him, but hiee thae mat
chech himfelfo with God;and this is che high-
eft degree of pride. '

" ThepJe. By thisevery man may fecwhar
heeis of himfelfe, what'a curfed and protid
arurehecarrieth about with him: for every

 gardof himfelfe.Let uscheréfere rake norice
of this Satanicall pridetharis in eur nature,
Eroud Pharifec, Tthark

er mé, & coor with the
- ane fewes, Suldupﬂt,'umbmmu,l"

—————

| doans felfe, is chils,Y ansfufcieintlyrighteons,and

| 6 "every mift Tnacurally, 4ppesreth by che
‘| Lords comnianidement to the people of lirar

“Vebhiens inrto poj

. [t himfot hi¥ Gwne righteoufiietle:-for ithe |
5D
'{ien naturaljR4Ve not it chiem : (o n like
. [ichiis Ginnes,chey Taid, Fer.2.9.5. They waravanoy
N it andigiclleffe they

 {4bofnd irt fpiricuall gracesiThi¢is chechoupht

| doch this 2nd ehue, he futterh

Seftozy - )
Mans though of bis owne vighreonfuafe. - l
" The fecond cvill thoughe concerriing »

I needwarepemance. Thac thisiis the chouglic

el, fotbidding'them to fhy: in-their heares,
when'thiey wereplacedinthe promifed land,,
that fortheir owne righteonfies sbk Lord broudr
i, Dewr.g.3s - Whereby: liee
‘gives usto thderftand twothings : Firthae
asthe Tewes Hitl chere, fo é¥éry’'man chinkes
himfelfe to be'ighteous: Atid fecondly, :hec
Yhinkes; thas God-doch givehis bleflingsun-

b

' erdtifethnotto forbid fuck: a th

-

Mons naturall Imaginations.

f'll;‘jo] /bdll‘h snheavenfor one fiamer that con-
verterh,more than for uinety - mine juft meis wh
#eed wo awendmin of life: where weemuit ob-
ferve,that Chrift meaneth not,thar thiere are
indeed fome forighitedus, chat they needno
amendmictit; bue he fpeakes according tathe
opinion which fomehave o themftlves; ro
wit,that they arerighteous, and need no re-
pentance; byall which it is more chan’ mani-
feft, charchis is a naturall choughe of a man
con¢erning himfelfe,

Thiscvill choughe reigneth in ourage and
time,as all the former doe ; for cometo.an ig-
noraiitman, thac hach net beene inftrutted
inrcligion, reafon with himrouching his e-
ftare, and aske him;whecher he can kecpeche
taw of Ged,or not 2 hie will anfwer hietan;he
Jovethchedord his God with alk his heare,
and hisneighbor as himfelfe: Aske hinvhow
helooks to be faveds his anfwer is,by hisown

~°l X (il a“dﬁn,l.' g dietTe
It due eamination were made,this would be
foundtobethechoughe of magy chae. live in
the Clurch smong us zand chere is none by
naturefrecfrom chis thoughr.

Hereby then we inay fee,thac che chotights
of everyman, be he winekre will, are plaine
Papiftryfor Popery i ndturally One chicte
pillardnd ground chercot is juffification, and
(atvation by workes; which opinion eyery man
brings with him frém his mothers wombes
Andfoitisinche point of merit, men natu-
rally chinke they reeeive the good things
whichthey have trom' God, for theirowne
righteoulnelle, B

- Secondly, henceit appearech, that it is 3
matetr of greac difficulyy, to bring-2 man
throughly to renouner s owne righeeoul-
ficllé, hnd {bandly and-hearcily to imbrace
“truc religion,end'che v‘ghrewlhdfeofphﬁﬁ
by fatch. This is neletlethan thd change of
naturegand'yer chis rouft brery manvdloe, chac
will befalled, hee'misftticcome miwlgng in

* himelfe, thatdremag Beall in Cheitdcius:

whichi s impollibleits fatutc,as v thange
‘wacerintofire; andhwefcre men hatd

¥ bewarchow.-chéy i che imey ) neg-
le® rl'#‘menm inwhieh' GO D fhewesh. his

| matner wheii Tiremsy rebirkudtlid people - for

bad et fomed, Andche
Church of Laodicea faich: eHasof her felfe,

“Rev.3.17.] amivich and neod napbing : thacisy:
ofche proud Phariféc, 0o truftyin himfelf, #b

e lejuft, Luk1 8.9t oarid ctiorefere brapgeth
unto éod,dm heis avefach and fnchrsllsft he
\ ) hegives almes,
,aiﬂ’es?&;gmz in prﬁﬁc.zm,..nmml
iith thits) Riiwnighteonsy I nesd v Fpobany:
Siroefach Ghri pakeswhon 6 aich Marc,
1Y Kl came wot td caltsboipheootd,bws fiwabrsto
“Vipentance And epUin Luk: 15.7.1/ay nnsoyow,

i

powekin' Working chis- ehange ia thethdarts
ofhisEloal, whis e Do

< Thizdly, hence wasRathe evidbne caufc
of thie! prépofterons cedrle. of ‘therwarld,
Hubiich st men cakeé'i¥pranding vheinwit,
and firangtlvfame fér fichcs; otheryifok-ho-;

noursandplesfarey;ont i the meine-whilc

| ey camfipae no- time'for rehgion; to feeke |
Gods rmm Chriﬂ,w'rh}g'm& of the

Bpitivs ¥ mwy be chey Witiforda gaod word

untorehghomy but-yee-Weyregand: it hoi in
oefearufiocher:chingst> Mnd xhighs rhe be-
{hsviowinopof forme Rt bitt of all foees' und

degraes\ WR:mioR nib@M. Nowiehd oaufe
Nerwhihicied mnam’.gﬁr,mmb;
nde therfelves; They be ri

|

1 xhin sight

r2 Jbee

“asiAhdnoreymranci; asd ghe
Rt

Examination
forthis
thoughits
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M ans naturall Fmaginations. '

berooted out of mans heare, hee will never A
value the word and religion of God accor- |
dingto the worth thereof, fo as with xhe%
good Merchant,be wilpart with al tha be bath, !
rather than be wii be frafrate of this pearle,Mat. |
13.45,46. Indeed menuleto pleadechas for |
cthemfelves: W e confetle our felves o befin-
ners, and cherdfore we cannot thinke fucha |
wicked thought, thas we need no repentance : |
Burc wemuft know, that both thefe may well |
ttand rogecher,in the wicked heart of manche |
miay confefe himfelfecobe afinner, and yer|
thinke that he is righteous : for is not this the |
common praflice, to make great finncs licde |
finnes, andlictle finnes ao finnes2 Doc not |
men cloathe vice in vertues robe, and turne |
outverrue in theroteen ragges of vice? Isnot B
drunkenne(Te counted good fellowfhip, and |
kinde neighbourhoods Is not fwearing made |
the token of a brave minde, and pride coun- |
ted decency, and fornication butatricke of
youth,and covecoufnes cReemed good thrift, |
and carcfulnelle? On cheother fide,is not the i
more fincere profeffion of religion termed |
precifenes,Puritanifme, Hypocrilic, and fuch
like2 doth nothecthar refraineth the com. |
mon {jnnés of thetime, make himfcifea prey |
tothe mouthes of cheungodly ? Now where |
thefethings are, though the mouth fay, Jam
afinxer sy et che heart chinketh 7 ams righteons, ;
and (ot is apparent ehiis thought is common |
among us. i
Seél. 3. (s
Mansthonghe of feewvityinthe dsy of peace. |
Thethirdevil thoughe concerning a sans |
{elfyis,a shonghs of fecursty:in the timeof peace
and profperity, men foy chusin their hearts,
Lamfrae fromall Godsjndgements, 1 amin ns
danger of bell deathy or condemnation, but fare |
enough of falvation, 1t may be choughe, that
none is f bewiched of the devill, as to have
this conceir of himfelfe, but che Scripture is
mofkplaine inthe proofe hereof, P/ef, 10, 6.
The wicked man(uch as is every man by na-
wre,as,we thewed before) fairh in biskeart, 1
Joall mever be movedynar be indanger, -And the
Peophec fjxiabbrings in wicked men, Gying,
Ifa. 23.%5 ¥ahave made acovenant with death,
and-with bewe are gt agreement ; which muft
not be unacifiood asdonc indeed (for death |
and hell wii makeJeague wich none, Ybut on-
ly in meng wicked Imagination, perfwading
h Ives,that they bs.in no danger of heli,
orofehegrave :for{o much-the nexe words
importy that,shengh.afcomrge raunp omer and
paffe shrowgh,yet iz fodl wat.come «t. g yez, vigh-'
reosDanid wWas overtsken herewirh;: for in
bispebpesity he faidinhis heare, Pisizo.6,
Fftulbnever be moveds wauch mordrthen isic
the thought of emery. satnrall minsro Gy
ishahenich foole.upon:the increafe of out-
ward bddflings, Zakdn,1o. Sewie,ouie, 1
shiserifi,thew baf :’S‘lgb.mbisg:;l:f’ﬂ;}:
The¥je. By chis we:nay come tothoknow-
ledgeof athing which fallech out in allages,

D

! worth our diligentobfervarion, Ithathples-|

| fed God from time to time, to fend his Pro-
phetsand Minifters to call his people to re-
peatance : chus did Efay,Ieremy, Jocl, Amos, &
chereft;yes,che Lord bimfelf(as Zephany faich,
Zeph.3.5.Jrifeth every morumg and bringesh bis
judgements s lighs, which fheuld turne men
from cheir [ianes,be fasleth wot, and et the wic-
ked will not learne to be afhamed,

To cometo our swn times: it hath pleafed
Godto flirre up many werthy Minifters un-
tous,who fpend cheir time, and firengch, in
labouring to bring men to repentance, & fal-
vation,but yer whois he almof thar curnech
fromhis finnes 2 yea, cheLord Kimfelfe, as in
former times, /o now doth preach from hea-
ven by his judgements,as famine, plague, &c,
and yet by lamentable experience, we {ce that
thebody of our people remaines fccure, they
ave ferled ontheir lees, Ier 48.1 3. frozem inshew
dregs,Zeph. k.12, n0 man flirsup himfcife to
{ay What bave ] done 7 Ier.3.6.Now the caulc
hereof is nothing clie,but this curled thoughe
of fecurity, whereby a man faich chus inhis
hicarr, T am free from Gods judgements. Reade
Mas.24.37. A3t was in the dayes of Noab(faith
our Saviour Chrift)fs fbaliit be in the dayes of
she comming of the Semmeof man: they did ease,
drinke, mary wives, and give in mariage, axd
kmews potbing vill Neab intred ints the Arke, and
theflood came and sooke thews all ey, Queflion,
How could it be thar they fhould know no.
| thing feeing Neabhad preached unco them
| ofthefiood, an hundred and (wemsy yeares
| before 2 Anfwer. Surcly it was asif they had
knowne nothing,forthey would notbelceve
him,ic would not fink into their heads, much
IetTefertle in their hearts, that God would
deftroy all the world by water s and fo may it
befaid of chef¢ timesywe know nothing though
webecalled torep by the miniftexi
of the word,yer we wil not repent, & chough
we heare of Gods judgements;we chinke eur
felves freefrom themn,and willnot bejeeve 6l
the becfome of his wrath fweepe usall away,
a3.the flood didthe old world. . - .

.« Whezefore to redreile among us this dam~
nable chonghe of fecurity, lecuscanfider our;
grievousf{insin particular, and fetbefore oun
eyesthe curfe of God, both cemporall judge-;
ments,and erernall death due unoustfor, the
fame.Ic is the applying 6f Gods;heavy wrath:
that muft make us (ke off .thig. fccure:
thought, whichtherather wemuftdo,though.
Hiche grievous o the flefh, and a3 pang unco’
|.dembiin a nacwtdll man, becaufe tilk chis
E-thevghc be reinoved,. che faving graces of
| Gpyfpiric wil not'take rooting it our hearts:
o = d-Bed. 4. . o

ans faint thimghesin time e. i

12 Fhey. an i’j::%ilhhough{‘oimm[: hearr,
Frauching hisafelfd, is this; Insimie of miferic,
-hedxith, Hi imflesare greater dﬂ—ﬂ(i't/r-’
ipdred they areccSo fob comphinesinhis 2fli-)

Gion,chac (5)bis grieft and wifery sas beauier

thax'

—
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" th the, -fand éf the fea fhoare. And the Church

.| and himfelfe;we come co the fecond point to

[ - Mans naswrall Imaginations.

A
in greataffli€tié cals chus co patlengers (§)Be-
bold;: -andfeesfthere bae any forrow lske unte my

forromwhich is dent wnto me : and- that it is che
cthoughe .of every mans heart naturally, ap-

pearsch by experience : for let 2 manbein di-
frefTc outwardly, or elfe touchedin confei-
ence for his fins,when you fhall labour to mi-
nifter comfore unto him accordingto Gods
word: he will anfwer,shas never any was in like
caferobim, fogricvonfly tormented and affisiied
asbeds, Andindeed itisthe property ofmans
natarall heare, to cfteeme * lictle croffestobe
exceeding great,yea oftentimes to-dgeme that
tabea crolle,whichis none acall, the reafon
is,che wanr of judgement nightly ro difcernc
theftateof therr uffl Qion, and che want of | B
ftrengeh o fupport it asicis: (k) For if thowbe |,

fain i the day of aduerfitie, thy firengsh is fmall.

For theremedy of this evill chought, firft
we muft fecketorc@ific the Imaginaion, by
bringing the mindetoaright conceic of the
afflition: this is a (prciall courfcro be obfer-
ved in dealing with them chat bee oppreifed

with any diftrefle :. foraftrong conceic of a
mans ownc mifery doth many times more
hurr, than the mifery itfelfe : cherfore be fure
thejudg; be wellinf d,andthen the
cureis halfe wrought. This done; the Emie
afflited may wel confider thedefere of finne,
inthe endles sorments of the damned,which
the Lordpreventath in his children by tem-
porall chaffifemenss in thislife: (/) For when
we ave judgedywe are chafienedof the Lord, this
we maight sot be condemned with the world : And
folabouring to be humbled for finne, and o
lay hold on Gods mercy in Chrift,.chrough |
whomall chings, ¢ven afflitions worke ro-
gether for the beft, no doubt he willbee able
(0 (ay,(m)I will beare the wrathof the Lord, be-
caufe I bave finned againft bim : And(n)why art
thow caft doswn,oh my [oule,why wrt thom fo dsfqus.-
oted withinmelwait on God.for 1 willyes giye bims
shanksshe ismy prefent belpe,and my God, Thus
much of mans evill thoughts concerning
himfelfe,

C

CHAP.VL

Of the want of good thoughts in cvery
mannaturally,

D

Set.1.
Good shonghts about temporall things be
mnch wanting.

HAviz{g {poken of mans natrall . evill
thoughts ccerningGod, his ricighbor,

be obferved in thetexc, te wit, That thereisa
want of good thought s cbcofider ation in every mic
naturally, for the Lord here (aith, bis thinghes |/
are evill fyoms bis youth,and Chap.6.v.5. They
areonely evill every day:now looke where-euily
is owely,and continmally there good muft needs
bewancing alcogecher, - ¢ o

This want muft be confidered ¢ither inre-
fpedy of semporall; or of Spirituall things. By
semporall things Imeane fuch worldly affairés
and ations, as-conoerne mans naturall lifc;
whercin though good cenfideration be¢ not
quiteaway,yec we muft know, chat the fime
is corrupt,and very weske and imperfeét,ev
asredfinis, andthere ismuch wanrin cvery
man in this behalfe.There is one alone (faith(a)
Sulomon)andthere st not a fecord : which bash
ncither (sunenor brather, yet theve i no end of
bis travell, neither canbis cye be farisfied wirh ri-
shesy neither doth ha thinke for whom doe I 17a-
well? herebeholda notable sxample of shis
want of good confideration abot - earthly
things :that 2 man (hould (peiad both his wit
andfirength in licaping up richas,and knows
not to whom fice thall lcave them: But wee
need not beinguifitive for examples: forwe

may daily obferve in our felves anid others, |

apparenc want of good confideration in thefe
worldly affairés: which miuft not feeme
ftrange unto vs,feeing thacreafonit felfe, che
ground of confideration is greatly blemifhed
chrough thecorruption of nature;aboutthefe
carchly chings, :

. Set.2, )
Gesdthoughts in massers fpirituall,be

altogether wantin, —

‘Inchings fpiruall; which concerne the
kingdome of Ged, thereiin otr navure an
abfoluce want of good confideration, herein
of oar fclves we-have no good thoughes : e
wrenoref our felves (fairh&v}l’hﬂ)fuﬁckﬁx -to
shinke any thing.that is,any pood thing, asef
anr felves : The whole body of the Goipell is
therefore called’s myfery, becauife the chings

therein contained and revealed are fuch,as |

(c)neuer came into smans beart to thinke, This
want wemay obferve fpecially in 4.things:
rin refpe of Gods prefence & providence,
2.0f Gods judgements,3.of our owne finnes;
4.of our duty to Gdd. B .
Fiift, man by natare doth not thinke of,or
confider Gods prefence and previdence to be-
holdandre berall his wayes,inehough
word,and dred: hereof the Lord complaincs
againft Ephraivs ind . Samaria, faying," they
have deal fallly,add chey confider ot inthair
bearss.shas Irempmber. all their wickedneile s
Andthefameis the ftate of every naturall|
man,being left to himfelfe; forall by nature
are equally corrupt with ori%imll finne, and!
fo aradeftituccof this good choughe: which!
yetmay appearethe more plaine by this, thar
naturally -mans heare is potfetled.-of :the:
cleane contrary : to Wit,God /bak wot fee, God
witl not vegard, as hath beene thewed before,
Andindeed it is 2 worke of giace to have
che heart rightly affected wich chis thoughr,
Gied behulds alwry wayes foe confiders ardvimens-
bers every thing I dee: flefhand. blood canpot
ataine untoic; .
Secondly,s man by nature dorh nor c5fider
orthinke of the Ixdgemsents of GodyEporall,&
Rrs eter-

iz
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‘| be vold slam thas God wenld defirey

cternall due unco in. This chought was wan-, A
ting in the men of the old world,though Ne-
b preached unto them an 120, yeares of the
general deluge,yer thesofideation of it tpok
noplace in their hearts; & therefore icia aids
Mat.34.38;39. They knewnathing sill the fieod
cawe and spoke shem all awgy > from the want of
this thoughtitcame to pafle,chat Lots fomnes |
inlaw theught their fasher had but mocked, when
Sodemm,Gen.
19.14.Hence it wasthac the Rich foole bletled
himlelfein hishesrs,(aying, Lok t2.1 g.Somle,
[owle,take thine eafs, & never bechought him-
{clfe of any danger, till it was faid unto him.@

The third good
thought wan-
ting.

The fourth
good thoughe
wanting.

foole,tbis night wil they fesch away sby fonle,v»20
And fha)] we thinke this thought 15 wanting
atthisday, feeing Chei hach faid, (Haub,
2437, Atit wasm the dages of Noab, [0 foall it
be.at the conming of thefonne of man.

Thirdly,a man naturally doth never berbink
himfelfe of his owne fimus; he hath no purpofe
ofhear (erioufly co examine his life paft, or
to repent of fuch finnes ashe findeth in him :
Thisappeares by the Lords owne complaine
sgainftchelew:s,who were [o farrefrom tur-
ning from their (innes.that not ene would fay
in ks heart,ler.3 6.3what bave 1 done’nay whe
they had committed moft fortith Idolarry, /e
44.16,17,19,20. Inmaking an idol god of one
part of & tree,withs the otber pars whereof they had
reft dtheir meate,c- warmed thomfels teh
canfidered ot this intheiy hearts,neitber bad thiy
kweledge or wuderflanding to fay, 1 baveburnt
balfe of st inthe fire, ] have baked bread wpow the

0

thonghts towards God,&towards our neigh-
bours # Againe,whence comes (inning with
an high hand.when men finne,and wil (inne2
wheacecomesif, thacmen blctle themfcives
inthait ins,& flatter themfelves in cheirown
cies,while they go en imfinne,buc from wane
of confiderari ods prefence, 8 of Gods
judgemanss? T his o sbrabam knew well,and
chersforgfaid of the peopleof Gerar, Gen.30.
11, Besasfe sheywamed the frare of God,that is,
al confideration of Gods prefence,& of Gods

s pr
g t r'l ’_,y llk"llu-f'b"‘
wives fake. Whentealfo ‘comeschac fenfuali-
ty,whereby menaddiét themfelves wholly co
the profits, pleafures & honors of chis world,
never minding heaven or hedl,but from want
of confideration of cheir duty to God?-If men
did ufeto call themfelves to aegoum for their
finnes, or didfet beforetheir eyes thejudge-
ments of God due unto them, it could noe be
thacthere fhould bée fach wane. of contrition
towards God,or of compaflion towards their
bucthren,ascvery where abounds. And the
like mighe be fardof many other capitall (ins,
all whigu proceedfromthe wandof good ¢5-
{ideration, Where by the way wecmay ob-
ferve, that our common people doe farre de-
ceive themfelvesinchisperfwalion 8fthem-
felves, That by matare they bave goodbeurts; and
govdmenring,If you charge themwith the fins
of their lives, they will ftraighcway. pleade
theis good intention,: and fay, chough they
fometime failcindéion,yec ehey it 1l
alwayes. Buc'cthe truth is, nacurally se#ovs
wing,and gosdconfideration, in fpivivoall’ chirngs

Inedd 1

coules there fil bavereafled flefoyand easenis: 5
[rall I make she refiduesberesf an abominarion -

Fouchly, a natwrall than doth not. confider
what duty andfervice b awes to God: hisminde
is wholly bt to his own waies,but the Lerds
talent lyes hidin the ground wrapt up in anapkiv,
Mat.25.18. Hereof the Lord complgines. a-
ganittheléwes,Jer.s 34. Thasshey faynst in
their bearts le; usfeare the Lord ewr God: hence
it wasthacthe feolifs virging, M.z g. 38, did
content themclves with<he blafing lshpe of
an oucward profe(lion; and never. bechotight
themfelves of thar oylpaf graces. witich God
reqyiredin all thefe, thie would enter with

is alrog; s~ Andtherefore while
men doe (ooth upthemfelves in’their good
meaning, they deceive cheir oiviie hears
through igmoranae-of their: nawirall eftace 3
andthey muft know, that they: can never
comeunito Chriflychac they mighe havelife,
till ghey bee quitg gope out of chemlelves; in
vegardof fuch conteits. T

- 3

58]

‘ éf‘f"‘Aal"».V".v‘ml.‘n o0
o
The fs of dhefabmer doltrine.

Clirift iseo his bridecharnber, till it wastoo | D, BEEPRRO 1. X AR S D]
lacg:-ondd. the flighe. ferving of God ststhis ) f
day, declares thegenerall wane of thiwcanli- Thas the Scriptareis thewerd d
dermion. a - L of Godo !
X - Sedge . s trepye i} w S Wb R Thenty
Fhy fawit of this wans of geod sisoniytian, - . H Aving feene what evillthoughts be in

Hernutherw ks hath t every man naturally, and what good
of goed baGderation ixs grievons aulll,and| | chieughiés be wanaing in him:icoliowes #ow
amother finnc from ywhence, u)fmfoug tpmidyfome iofeiiof chis. do&my;w&cﬂ.
caine,Ox 9 § s (s 3 il inati ibole: g

ons,beth ofbedrs stdlife,do ifluc fodth: i,
heteby tyec arc difatisdfiom yeclding unco
God chacebedience of haes,:-svhichdlia law
requiress fothow-caave bounshe Lerd withal
oxr shongbt and mrinde,and owr neig .
(ebves, Lak,16.37.25God dommandiynwhen | ;
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Bellerm.degrot.
O lib.arbit. ibr.
140015,
[tl10,

rallychac all che imaginations of every facu~
rall uan are ovill, & chit continually. Now it
dothnot onely affirme shis ingenerall, bur
declares it alfo in-particukaryfor clfewhereic
fheviech whae thofe particular evill tho\lghn
be,which th Mevinde of manfraiteth

ey

g God, his neig ry and it
felfe. Agamec, thefameSciipeure faithinge-
nerall, Thr good thowghts endconfideratidisyare
necurally wancing in every man; & effewlicte
it declareth in' particular what thefe-good
theughts bewhich enter notinto ehe minde
:of s natarall man: both chefehave bin plaine-
ly fhewed out of che word of God.Now here-

A

to thiém, to whom ‘is commitced the cduca*
tion of youth,as Parewts, Maflers, Tuttrs, cic.
that fteing the inidginations of mans heare
are evillfrom the youth, cherefore they muft
slljoynehandin hand betime to ftop'ip, o
atlealt' to letfen this corrupt fountsine. Pa-
renits uft fow che feedes of graceinto the
minds of their young children,thar if it were
poffible, even ac cheir mothers breft they
might be nouriflied in the faith, Thus deale’
Louand Eumice with their young Timethy :
for Paufefaithy(a) Hé lewrned the holy Scripeares
'Jof anlinfant. Thenas cheirchildren grow in

| up8 ic doth neceffarily fdllow, thac theScrip-

curcis che word of God:s forlerche cupninig
Acheift hew whenceitis chat the Sctipture
doth declarc mans thooghes, hee cinnoe {ay,
of man; forno man knoweth che choughts of
another; nay hee cannot: finde ouit his ownc

houghes:neicher cin heaferibe ic toany An-
gellgood or bads for theminde of man is hid
trom them;they know nb:!mnnuhoﬁgl‘u's. It
remaineth therefore, thivas God alorieis-the
fearcher,of the hearts, fo,thac feriptute which

. | declarethuntoman whatbe histhoughtd, is

the only'word of the fame God:IndeedGod
ufed man-for hisinftruttient, in che penaing
anddeliverg of the Scvipture, but heehim-
feléeby his. Spiric is cha fole auchor zh}ereof.

Sew
Tl;a‘nlm hath n ﬁvn;:ll toged by
SR natuye, .

RIOH

* The fe¢ond ufe fhall bee againft che Pa-
piftsy who dlgribe to manswill a naurall pove-
er tochatwhich istruly good, asby it felfeso
co-worke with Gods ﬁr'“ i the firf} at? of mans
converfion. But theharge of cvillheredaid up.

himfelfe;derh ceach s vtherwife: fof looke
how farre the frame of shonind, which isthe
principall parc of the foule; is corrupe for
thonghesScimaginazions,fo farre is chewill,
theinfosiourspire of shefonle, cormprin wil-
Ying: #Burthe minde jsnaturally (o ¢orrupe
that it cannoe thinkeagood chough, ‘and
therefore abfwerably cie will by natureisfo
cqrrupnehaziccannot will that whichistruly
goodudFitbe faid, thuvihoam hath sertieof
will\inhpnmne. s@iorsandin: civill duies:
Anfwemichath;bucytefsch afliontiproves:

ding from.a mrmptnfcnniﬁhéitéﬁmﬁ‘il;
ding from.a corrupt ot T

ey L] e
"+ ver i rake buerkes thopyaeg ber calked g 85,
| b bm goud;

#God hinnfelfbordaineds:: -
XS ')Q‘:\p_h\\bf Ay

B

on the frame of mans naturall heateby God:

D,

andufe ‘of reafon, they wuft bee
(®)nartered inreligion,and have chiegrounds
thereofby often reperirion driven inco their
hearts: for chis is thebeft meanci co frce theif
minds, though not altogether from naturall
imaginations, yet from theforce and poyfon
therof:for (%) folié is'bound to she bears of achild,
but the rodde of teaching, that is, inttrudtion
with corre@tion, wik drive it away frows bim:
yea,.when as che(d Jehildfet as libertie makes bis
mother afbamed;yce will(e)ehe fonne shagss well
infiruéled, give bis facher reft, andyeeld delighs
sumto bis foule, Further, where Parentsleave,
there Mafters and Tutors mult rake hold,
building up that good foundation which is
laid to their hand, that by them alfo thc
ftreame of mans macisrall imaginatjons. may
beeftopped: yea, though parents fhenld nicg-
le@ chis dury mwnd:%hm owhiehildrenyas

Q| rovatinly docaechisday, yet eaéhgodly Ma-

Rty if hedefire to have Gods Church in lis
Hhoufe, muft inftrut hisfamily, @ () Abre-
Yam chd, and laboir for circumétfion'af héare
both o his children and fervants. even as
(8) Alrabam did circumcife s ottely thefé 11

mere bovne n bikfamily, bue alfo th{fe thar e ere

bonghe for moncy. - Both Parengs. tid. Mifters:
are carefull co prevent difedfcs, dhd¥obireake
off icknelTes at the béginning 77 their ' ehil.’
dren and fervants; which by dicqntiondnée
might bring bodily dcach;oh chieti'how care-

(3)2 Tim.3.15.
*d= Bpiguc.

(b)Eph.6.4.

(¢)Provianis:

O] l;rov.zs.
1e.
(c)lbidezg.

(f)Genas.g.
1)
(5)Geau7z.23
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M ans naturall Imaginations.

aPlal.axg.
bColur.ars

e Cor.2.104.

dloelax3.
eAl8.az2.

f1Thell. 533

1.Reafon.

gDeut.7. 36,

b Peorotg b
&Prov.1§.26"

! iii'lu'k.xx-i!;.'

to Gods owne heart,prayed at leaft cen rimes
inone (*)Pfalme for the teaching of God in
the underftanding of his law : Oh then what
great caufehave weloco doc2whofe(:)minds
arenaturally fes in evill workes; being blind in
the things of God (¢) net able topercesuathems:
but on che concrary, wholly prone to invent
and to embrace chat which is evill,

Sedt, 4.
Ofnpmmna foflll;i” thowghes.

Thefousth and laft ufe fhall befor pradtice
toevery childofGod : for if the Imaginati-
ons of mans heart bee cvill from his youth,
then chere muft bee repentance for fecree

though we never give cofent of will chereso.
When [oe/prochimed o faft, and called the
peopletohumiliacion, hebids them (4)Rent
their bearts, and not sheir garments : and Peter
faid to Simm Magus, (<) Repens of this thy wic.
kedneffe, and pray God that ifis bee poffible,the
thongheof thy heartmy bee forgruen thee : both
which places doc plasncly fhew, thac cruere-
pentance is noc ourwardin change of fpeech
or attire, but inward in change of the
thoughts of the minde, and affeQtions of the
heast, And henceitisthae Paw! prayeth for
the ThelTslonians, (f)That they may be fenBific
ed throughout in fonle, & body & [pirit,thatis,in
chemind,where is the framing of the thoghes,
Now if fan&ification bee_uquind in the
minde, then mu(t there beer-pentange of the
finnésthac are cherein. Thisduric the Lord
himf¢fe vouchfafeth toteach, and therefore
wemuft make confeignce to learne and pra-
Riceje, if wee would bee truly turnedtothe
.| Lord,; And to move us hercunte, confider
il the reafans following, ., .
i . Firft,thgcurlc of God, even che pangs and
'l corments of the damnied, both in ¢his Lite and
| afcer deach, are due go-the perfon of man for
i his wicked thoughes 5 f'or curfed is every one
i (féilﬁ' &) Mafes ) thas continuerh not in allshings
A sbat @re written inshelam todoethem : fothache
| 'whicﬁ.l _rc‘llgieth thelaw b prce,and thag in
| thawghtancly is aseuried, bscaule heschyrh
Fd?ﬁt’ﬁzil\illgg‘l‘l\_ﬂ; at, wyriceencherein
N7 wicked, shonghs are » breach, of the
or S lomon Gich,(YDoe shey s yrreslgs
wpevif: and agajng, Thesbanghes of he
|| icked @ e ghominationso sl Liwrd:y €3, £hs
1| want of gogi [thoghssis abreach ofghgLaw;
: foxcbr,ﬁp aigh, ThomMalk love
{sby Godwach allshy ¢ m;%

{ wicked thoughty, muft geeds delesyeythis
w‘h&r gf the-dy ﬂ,”"ﬂ.% t
ﬁl{}'ﬁn averable,and (tho b gas
T‘” 3;""'“ Divings agres 143 w;n
eheir ufgwﬁ'&im*m' j,40d
wiekedyhgughs a5 sl vl Allstn

fhew the ellcaf evil l:baushzh(?d

bach i vpon s e AT

1}

»

u¢,

thoughes which never come into ation, yea ’

A

B

D

of Adams, that by them net onely mansbo-
dic, but alfo his minde and memorie, are farre
fooner ded then by d acci-
dentsjthis waspotfo by cxcation;and there.
foreit s the heaviecurie of God nthem.
- 8econdly, thefc wicked choughts bec.the
rogre.and beginning of all exillin gefture,
word and deed; there cannot -bee an a&ion
beforethere be athoughe : for this isthe or-
der wherby ouraftions are produced:irft,the
minde thinkethy- che thar chought deligh-
techithe affedion, and from chat commeth
copfent of willzafter confent of wil,commeth
exccutjon of the alionyafter execution com-
meth crade and cuftome by oftern praftice:
and ypon cuftome(ifthe worke be evil)com-
meth the emyfs,which is ccernall dedth, How

greas a caufecherefore have we torepent vs

of the wigked imaginarions of our heares 2
The old world jndeed was drowned for their
a€all abhominarions, but no doube, the
Lord had greatrefpeét in that judgement eo
thejrwicked shonghi
ofal)iand chereforahe:mentioneth them asa
caufeof the flood . GeniG.5. .
Inthisrepenrancechree thingsare requireds
ficft, . ¢ duc exantinasion of our heaws-concer
aing theleimaginations, which wemay'take
by the knowledge, of. tholc paiots before
hand.ed, of mans naturall chouglits edncer-

| ning God, his neighbour, and himfclfe:And

to further us hereia we muftsemember that
all the evill thoughts before mentioned bein
us naryrally: fo asif webelefe toourfelves,
whenoccafionis offered, wee will conceive
them in our minds,as that thereds no Godythat
the word of God is farlifbme[fe,¢5-c. Againe, we
muft heare Gods word preached artencives
ly,'and apply riotenely our outWard fenfcs,
but ourminds alfo theretoythat fo it may en-
sex jnto our heartsyfor the word of God,wor-
king s'the heare, will difcouer untoa man
what be his thoughsssTis werd(faich the ho-
Jy {3;6:hoR)is mightie inoperation, and foarper
then any two edgedfwrd.jt entercsh theangh cven
20 the drviding efunder af the foule.oid thoe pirit;
the.jornes andthe marvdw; avd z wdifeerner of |
the chowgbes-and-intents of the bewrs.: Ac the

reaghing of this ward the fearers of the
Ecm ofan infide)l arvdifcovered = -Ifadpro.

| pheeis (Raithi ¢}y Pant) and there coméinaw infi-

Aelljqvqwé unlearnedybeds vebuked of slimenyond
1:5&#[ ally,and [o.4ructhe fecress of bisibuin

nifefh, orbontapen be fallesh: diwne, aind
worfbipgieh God [agingphuinaly,God isidwtheprds

A plaingcomntodument of thix duy Pecrr’
givesto Simon Magus,(!) Pray to God/aith be
thas the thenght of thy ¢ may beeforgiven
thee : And undonb:l::ly hee thac hath not
grace.Topref\ for yobva Pl iycevill
choughts, Dathnagwmsss nce in his
hu::g. Thirdly,v:?ls'nuﬂ fe':z.tg:tforme our
mind of pvidchanghsaghis is afurther miter

then

s, which were the roose |

:'_luﬂgtﬂfwahf paedan &f eutewlkehophes: |

2. Reafon,

Order of pro-
ducing edlions,

1.Examination
of evil thoghw.

i Hebqu12

k1 Cor2q.25

]
| 2. Praier for
| pardon of thé. |
)

Y1 R0N

3.Retormation,
of evill

[thongien |
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Mans naturall Fmaginations.

then reformarion of life « And itisexpreflely
commanded by the holy Ghoft, Ephe.4.23.
Be yeerenewedin the [pirit of your minds,that s,
in the moft inward and (ecret part of your
foules, even where the thoughts and imagi-
narions are framed and conceved. This dusy
muft bee remembred 1 for Chriftian raligion
confiitech not in outward fhewes & bebavi
our, (chough thereby we may give comforea-
ble teftimonic of Gods inward graces) bu: it
ftands principally in the minde, ‘and inthe
hearr, which muft therefore bee reformed
with the powers and faculties thereof.

CHAP. VIII

Rudes for the veformation of onr evill «
thoughss.

Seat. 1.

Onr thenghss muft be browght into obe-
dienceto God. :

Or thereformation of our thoughs, fun-
Pdry rules muft be obferved: 61, 7has we
bring allour thowgbisumo the obsdience of God,
Every man will grant that words snd d&ions,
maft be in fubje&ion, but I {2y further, every
thought inthe mind muftbe conceivedino-
bedicnce to God,and no othet waies: Selomyes |
faithy Prov. 30,18, Efablify sy thoughss by
counfell, which may admit chis meaning, that
aman muft not coneeive a thoughe i his
minde, unleffe hehavecounfell and warrane
from the word of Godfo tothinke : And S.

fave (fpeaking ofthe preaching of the Gof-

)

Pand faith,2 (or, x0.5: The weapens of oxr war- |,

pell) are nos carnall, bus. mgbﬁo’:b‘mgl', Godo |

A

<

Scét. 2.
Of ibe gaarding of owr hearts.

The fecond rule for the reformation of
curchoughts, is given by Salemon(® keepeor
connter guard thy bears above all. watth and
wwrd s that is,guardand keepe thy. heart more
cheg any ching cha is warched or guarded;
whether citic,houfe,creafure,or fuch like: and
the reafon adjoynéd thewech the necefficie of
rhe sule, for out of it come theiffues of life,

Inthe right guarding of thehearr, three
duritzmutbe performed:firft, we miufk cove.
nantwith our otiiward fenfes, re(olving fully
withour felvesby Gods grace.that none of
them Mall becheinftruments, thebeginning
ot occalion of any finncin hearr, or lite, This
covenant () Tobmade with his eyesmot volooke
#pena maide, o laft.afier her : And David

how thefe holy men dealt with theirbyes, (o
muft we propoitionably deale for-all the our.

moft -neceflaric, for the oucward fenfestee

Ietfegood care behad cherero, the divell will
enter in bychem, end 6ili the foulewith'all
corzupl ion. E

“Secondly,we muft obferve our evilf thoghs,
and atcheir fistt arifing, floppe and feflraini
L chems; ot fuffering them co take any place’iy
our hearcs: -this is afpeciall meanevto pre.
ferve'and guard the heart, for from the

fedtions,cvill words & adtions:themind miuft

sthrow dewn holds cafling aginatio
and everything therisexidted aguinftihikpow-
ledge of God, and bringing ime captivitis every
shonghs 30 she obodicnicesf Chrift : givingusto
undeftahd; thae choi who fubmit. themw
felvés to:the minifteric of the word, muft bee
of-this minde,. not erely'ta-be cenformable
chereuncoin word dndadiati, > But dnevery

before thewill can defire;or the

verisofa:looie life, and bad biehaviour; i’

i dvill thoughts'* neither cdn it beé hoped
chit any man fhould réforme his hfe,thac wil)
‘it guard his heart, shd keepe hishind frém

thought ofitheitminde,gventh
fay yetiwith: Gddiicigwob fo.
" ¢

the kaﬂcxoﬁfaviﬁ=J1mﬁ>:vuw‘mhm|’hmwf
A:bu&hii:fra,

niilimdad'?hcmmhkhﬁinhleﬂhhmlly.
o Tadd i

.mins will,bur,by thoughs, and cherefore it

tact of Chrift, will cadeabo
foyceld Bbedience afwell ifr thoughit; dyin
word and 'a&iem:'m:&nm,:pﬁn‘w,
(faieh” Pawl )t Phil4. 3. Plurforver sbins-are
borafliwhisfocver ihings drejulphre,

be any sievtnd sf theve ey praife, heefiithnoc |
ol () thf Rt Ay ol

thingi, whete ehie ¢o
thata eanseh
andioffich thingsa xi
ind o thar o chiegt
cbedicriceto Gody ™ (20w

Folove,whasferver hmpheaf ghodrapoisiftibere)

'kes{ii?l*?%ﬁf-’fj-ml .
e cditévedin

the datihe beginning. -

i '-?'Fhifc‘\ly,v wiee muft wich 41} ‘care” cherifh

aid frainetaitie-avery-good motion of Gods

{Spirithatis caufed in us by the miniftery of

thebwotd, or by theudvice of Gods childreii -

£ thife are thie fpitkes and flames of grace,
: thy ¥ Thef.

which-rwmwn;yv}un b fai

ol
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T8 dly,for the teformatis of ourchoughts
. . we

the doores & windowes of the fdale, and un-'|!

thoughts praceed albbad defires, corrupe if- |
fft \

affetions be delighted, o the membors of |
thebody prafticeany thing, fo thar whilae: |

commieth from the prophanenes bfhis hearr |

divel anior woike |

prayed she Lord to direl and keepe bis epes from'|
bebalding vanitios : Pfakm.11g 37 Now looks |;

ward enfes of our body, binding them all,of- |/
cer cheir example, from being the meanes |,
of pravocation to any finse, This duricis

2. Rule,
bPro.q.23.

3. Thingsia
Wie guarding of
the heart.

tiob.;i.x.

JrRnT o 1Py .
iy Wil tpon mansaffétiohs;of prevaile over |.

“im'elffﬁry; ‘that thebrft motion of evill in |:
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we muft ofcen ufe efevation of minde & heart {

353, Untethee,0 Lord, mill Fife up myfowle =

A
toheaven, where Chrift ficteth at che righe
handofhis Father, Thus did David, Pfal.

And Pawl,taying of himfelfe,and other Ghri-
Rias, Phil.3.2e. That theyhad boic comverfa-

sion i heavemi ignifiech chus much, that not
onely their fludies and meditations, but alfo
their dealingsin the world were heavenly.:
Saint Jamses bids us,draw neere to God,lans. 4.8
Now which way houlda poore wretch here
below,draw neereco God, bue by lifring: sp
hisheartto the throne of grace in héaven,
that fo Ged in mercy may draw neere unto
himby grace2. the Lord hath inftitnted in|
his Church the ufeof hislaft Supper, wheres
inthe giving aod recciving efbread & wine | g
doth repreientand fealeup unto usour eom- | .
munion end paxticipation of the body and.|
blood of Chrift given for. eur redemption s

Now the pnnupaH a&tion on our behalfe
thereinrequired, is this Elevation of the hears
#nto Gody as wellfor the contemplation of
Godsinfinice mercy in Chrift, and of Chrifts
:ndhﬂ'clovcmus, asfor the application .of
his merits to -our owae foulesby the hand of.
faich, asalio for che fpiriruall refignation of |*
our fclvcs infoules and bodics, by way of
thapkfulneffeso him thac hath red d us.

Seéti 4

%) f' e uffuravce of oxr particubar recon.
cidiasion with God,

I-‘omhly , for the reformation of our
thoughss, we muft fabowr 10 bee affured in onr
kearsaby Gods Spiris,of onr particular reconcilia-
ti9 with God in Chrift This is that kvowledge of |
the dove of God which pafferh knowledge, for
which Pas, Epb.3.3.4,39. Bowed bss keees anto
the Fusber of our Lord Jefis Chrifh s the behulfi
of the Epbefians: inregard herof Pawl eflecnsed
allthings loffe, yea, 10 be droffe and dlng, Phillip,
3.8 Now when thisatTurance s fetledin our
hearrs,ic will purifie nor ahely che affetions,
butalfo the firft motions and thoughts of
our mindes: Heethat bathinbimfelfe shis bope
(faith Saint (a) lobw)purgerh bimfelfe, as Godis
pare.Forwhena man fhallbe troly perfwaded
in his hearr, thatofa vile finnner, even the
child of wrach, he is madc the childe of God,
andaveffeil of henour acceptable to God,
enjoying his love andfavourin Chrift, then
will hereafon thus wich himfelfe: hath God
of his.endiefle mercy vouchfafed to receive
e int6 his gracc and favour, that otherwayes
!houidhzvc beenea fircbrand of hellfor ever-

| Furcher,touching this Elevarion wee muft e
member, that it ought to bee our iguald |,

bihen,how fiduld I fuffer myminde,
my. vul!und aﬂ'eélimnm beeany langer the

andordinaricattion unto God:: for as it is |

every diy winde spthe waights, whichawe |
alwaics going downward,the clock wiliftady |
foiit farech wath us.our hearts arc ever drawa §
ing towards the carth,and the chings here bea {
low,by reafon of that body of frme, which baw- |
yﬂ: o ﬁ,hﬂ,md preffech dowhe; Hebrew.yz.. |
fore wee muft end by Gads:
guc:conunual}y tolift them uptoheaves i
The Apofticbids us, Prayéomivuatyyy ¥ Thef,
5.17.00% thas we thould doe nothing elfebuts),
 pray,but bis icaning is,that we hould ev mcv
| day fo oftas occafion is offered,lift up
hearcsuato God. . Bug of ail. orb:r.chmbu :
thx:zcrpuw,\lmnes wherein wee mofk wlt:|
¢his h Elevation 1 firht, jn g
by prayu, t}ppkfg!vmg,ubmh before:th

with him that keepes a clocke, unleffs hg dos. Q

1ihall-difpleafe
Gagraciousa God] jandealt my felfe. numf his
lgvednd fiveir 2 ndy; hutIwil imploy my.
fonlg which he hith redeqmed with ail the
powets and fuulucmhmof 4s weapons of

Te for thn of his
gloiy.A .

¥ we wnuid nfcmeonnbonghn

my adfion nﬁht mindeaénewed 1ad finctif:
ed,wherehy ndmh&xmxﬂy zhmke an thofe
Jrimges wibich sy of

cogications of any earthly affaires come. intf]!
ourmindes, that fowee.maggiveusto Geody'
the firft fruits of our:thoughus svery day.Ser:}
condly,in thecyening bafore wee lay. dowag.|
our. bedmwn(} for. who knowcth whepshe
layech dowae himfelfeso fecpe,hecssrevg’
hefhaliriie againe alivg 2. Thirdly, st an¥.p|:
of the day, w‘hwnm'mu Rﬁw
Bleffing from God,
docfecle onx rclvcgmulad,\qgscﬁqﬁ i
his gms,orgracts fﬂ’(mWF‘X a& ;
comes fromhim, isitnorreafon we i
ﬁ‘" thisglory tohis game: o life up our \
{

carts to histhrone o fqewer we
receive ot :x:pec'l the f?gw&m}g bohnuful

hand? |
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fandfying this duty by peayer, as it is plaine
hedid continually, Pfal 19.144 Les the medic

tasionof sy bears,0 Lord, be at le in thy
fight:hence it came o patle thas heprofetled,

Pfal.139.1 13, Anbatred untovaire inventions,
whichare the proper effc@ts of an. unrefor-
med mind;and on the contrarie,by chis god-
ly praQice, P/al.1 19.99.He gos more xnderfian.
ding than bis seachers : yea, he sstdined to chis
excelient ftace of a renewed minde, char bi
reines, whereby heemeanesthe moft fecrec
part of his foule, sanght bims in the ight feafon,
Pfal16.7, Andin reafon wee may perceive
che truth hereof;for fecing contrarics domu-
cually-cxptll one anothgr, what can bee more
effe&uallco purge themind of ovil choughs,
than to exercifethe fame with Ipirituall con-
{iderarians? for when through the bleffing of
God, thefe fhall cake place, the other inuft
needs be gone : inregard whereof it fhall not
beamillefomewhat toinfiftin the handling
of chem,

CHAPR.IX.
Ofpiritnall confider ations concerning Ged.
Sel, 1.
Of the confiderasion of God prifeince.

Séirhulcﬁﬁd;mim ferving forthe refor-

'matjon of our choughes, doc either con-
cerne God, or opr felves, That which concer-
neth God conraiieth many branches, bue I

willinfiftin fourc efpecially. Firft, couching
Godsprefince,whereby a man doth think and
"o ) | NLXT h '

v erheis, he
ftands before God, and.thatall his thaughts,
words,and deeds. sre nakedin Gods fight,
Davids heart was filled with this confiderati-
enywhenhee penned the 139. Plalme, for
that whole Pfalme frem thebeginning ro the
end; forveth to exprelfe chis holy eogiration
of Gods prefence : ehe like impre(fion muft
wee Jabour to havein our hearcs coughing
Gedsprefonce: for it s the moft notable
theanes, to clenfe the hearc from evill
houghts, to reftraine the will and, affe&i

fromwicked delights, andtokeepe inorder
the whole man, cau(ing him to fandin awe
of Gods commandements. David faich,
B/'d.l,.p.tbcfmn{:bc Lordis cleane ; mea-
ning thereby, thac thae mian which hach che
feare of Godiin his hearc, arifing from this

fideration of s prefe hath a
cleancand pure heare, This confideration al-
fo isanotable meanes of comfore in che time
of trouble and danger: hence Devid faith,
P(al:23.4. Though Iwglke shromgh the valley of
thefoadow of deash, I wikl feare mome evili: for
the Lordsswich me : and henceit was,. that,
Pfal.3.6. Hewonldus be afraid for senne sbou-
{ad of tbe pecple shas foonld rife wp aguinft

im. )

A

Sedt.a.

The confideraion of Gods judgermemss,

Thefecond confiderati g God,
is, of biz j s, noconcly chofs which
were done of olde, and are recorded -in the
Scriptare, or other hiftories; but even his
leaft judgements which we beholdor hesrs
tofall upen Kingdomes, Townes, particular
houfes and perfons,muft we carcfully lay une
toourhearts, Ofthewant hereof the Loid
complaineth amony his people,faying, fer.a 2,
28, Thewhole land lyesh wafe, becenfe nomen
[estesh bis mind onit : gvingas to underftand,

B, tharthe negle&tof duc confideration of Gods

jidgemenc,brought defolation to che whole
land,and cheifore the wang chereafis smaine.
andgrievous (innf, bringing furcher judge-
mencswithir, o

- GOD hachfundry times fene hig judge-
mencs among us,gencrally by plague, and fa.
minc; and particularly on fundry families,
& perfontsbut who regardech chem ¢ Where-
fore un'eile wewill double Gods Judgements
upon us, let us remember our duty,and fetie
oully thinke ypon them, And chac this ‘confis
deration may be praficable untous, we muft
doa chrce things, firfl, we muft carefully ob:
ferveyma:ke,and rememberchem: Pral.1g,

sz. 1 remember thyjudgement of old, O Lerd,
€ The Lords people were much wanting chere-
inys P/.78. 11,42.Secondly, we spply

them toour owne perfons in  particular,fo as
the choughe thereof . may make us afraid,
though they befall others, When Habakkak |
3.16. ina vifion faw the judgements of God
which were to come upon theChaldeans,the
confideration thereof was fo powerfull wich
him, thac ic n-dcbinmubltodqu&c s Ina
famuly, wheh the facher bearesh his fesvant,
‘(chechild fearcthjand when one childeis bea.
ten,then all the reft crie: even fo when God
our Father powreth downe his judgements,
though uponche heathen,yec we muft feare;
bue whenany of his children arc afflited; i
wmuft ft.ike foreco our heares, Thirdly, wee

D | muft make ufe of Gods judgements, thar

li%lit uponothers, by applying them co our
felves,When cerraine men brought newes o
ourSaviour Chrift of an heavy judgement
upon fome Galileaws, whofe blood Prlate bad
mingled with their owne facrifices, Lwke 13.1,
2,3. immediatcly our Saviour labours to
bring chem rhac told him,co make. ufe there-
offortheir ewne good, faying, tha chereby
shey dughr ro bee moved to repancance; for
they that were flaine, were no greater Ganers
zhrnthe-rcﬂ: and therefoze excepy 1hey who
told chat newes did amend their lives, they
foowid alfo perifh. Sothat whenfoever wee fee
orheare of any judgement of G O D upon
others, we muft chereby bee moved to

repent : and thus dojng, wee fhall comesoa
ﬁght‘{
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Scét 3.
The confiderasion of Gods word,

- The third conlideration concerning God,
is of bee word. - David maketh it the property
of 3 bleffedman Pfal.t.3.t0 wedisase swsbe law
of G od day and wighy:and he profeiTech of him-
felfeythat it m:fif -f&whpcnmw-‘ffd.

A

-Selt. 4
Tbeconfideration of Geds workes.

- Thefourth confideration concerning God,
isof bse warkes: for as Davidfaith, Pfal.11.3. 1
Theworkes of the Lord ave great, and ugln to be
foughs ont of all thas love bim. This conlideratid
bindech us coenquire,and fearch what be che
mekfs of (}jod coward us;his warke of creati |

119.97.'ye3, hee p h to
(8) mieditasein Gods procepts, so (0) delight

jodsfarstes T his 13(<) Maries praife chac fbe
an'-lm hear: fwndry thiugs which befms [pake.
And:fe.ought every childe of God, high o
low daily and continually co medicate in the
word.of . God. But, alas, this dury.is licle
knowne, and lciTe pratifed : menare fofarre
fromy meditating in Gods word ghac they are
ignorant of it. Among many families you
(ball fcapce finde the booke of God: andjuch
ashaveit,for chemoft parc,doliccle ufeit.The
ftacuces of theland ate by very miny fearch-
ed out diligently, but .jn the mcanc timethe
farutes ot cheLord are litele regarded: oh
chat men knew the fweer comfort of the Scrip-
tures,Rem.15.4. then certainly they would
account their mediration therein, fer. 35, 16,
The joy and rejoycing of their heart.

. Now the right confideration of Gods
word donfifts in threechings : firft, we muft
obfervethe crue fenfe and meaning of char
whieh Wrchearc,orseade. Sccondly, we muft
marke what experience wee havehad of the
truth ofeche word in our owne perfons; asin

| the exercifes of Repentance, and lnvocation

of Gods name, and in all our Temprations:
this iv a fpeciall poine in this medieation,
without which the former iz nothing. Third-
ly, wemuft confider how farre forth we have
beeneanfwerable to Gods word in obedi-
ence, and whereinwechave beene defedlive
by tranfgre(fions, Againc, in the word of
Gotl,these bee both commandements, and

and moderate, nor onely our words, and
deeds, -but alfo our fecrec thoughtsand de-
(ires :fer if before we think,before we willyor
fpeak any ching,we would firft confider thae
God commandsus to thinke, to will, and
fpeake thus and chus, this would mightily

ay,and fapprelle inus all corrupe thoughts
and defives, all evill words and aions, The
| promifes of God likewife ducly conlidered
| would greatly further usin good choughts :
1| for sothems shat thinke on good shings, [foall bee
mevcyandtruth,Prov.14.22. The caufe then
! why many that kaow the will of God, fo

promifes: The confidetation of Gods com- |
mandemen, is a notablemeanes to diredt, :

C

D

on,hisp 2 ,withall other
hisworkes of marcy and juftice in usy and
uponus; wh n Sy
1y: The P,

¥, Or :eX(rag |
rophet-Zfay denounceih a e 2]
gainft thefe thac had the Harpe, and Violl,

Timbrell and Plpe, and wineincheir feafts,
andregarded not the workeof Godywir confidered
the worke of bis bands; I(ai. §.11,13. whereby

wemay fce, that che neglet hereof, isa gric-

vousfinac,andyet it is the common finne of

chisage, :

Now for the beteer performance of this
duty we muf chus proceed : firft, . wee muft
cenfider our crearion,how the Lord gaveus
beeing, when we werenothing,and how hee
made us reafonablc creatures,and not brute
beafts; yea, hecreated us in his owne Image,
when as he mighe,ific had fo pleafed him,
have madeus Toades and Serpents. Sceond-
ly,wee muft confider his good providence o-
verus,how he hath preferved -our life from
time to time, and faved us from many dan-
gers. And his grear patience muftnor befor-
goteen,how he hathfpared us from therigh-
ceous judgements of our fins he mighe have
caftusinto hell in our mothers wombe, or fo
fooneas wee were borne for our originall
finne,buc he hath given usa large time of re-
pentance. Here alfo we muft confider his ex-
ceeding favourin the time and place of oar
birch,and lifc: heemighthave fufferedusto
havebeene borne among Infidels > but be-
hold we wereborne in the bofome of Gods
Church: he mighe have deprived us ofche
meanes of our falvation, his holy word and
Saeraments,but in his cender merey heehath
vouchfated them unto us, to bring our foules
tolife. Hemight have bardened our bearts a-
gainfi bisfeare,lfa 63.17. And blinded oxr eyes
againfp bie light, Rems 11.8. buc yet hee hach
énlightencd our minds ¢o know his ruth,
andfoftened our hearts,cauling us to ery un-
to him for the pardon of our finnes : he mighe
have given w xp to a reprobate fenfé, Romanes 1.
28, ‘when we fwarved from histeftimonies,
and regarded nocche knowledge of hiswill:
but loe,asaloving Facherhe-hath often che-
Premed s for our profit,that e might be partakers
of bis beline(fe, Heb.11, 10.. Hee mighe have

much failein particular obedience, is becauft
thar with their knowledge they doe not

| Joyme this ferious c5fideration of Gods com-

mindements, and promifes, and epply the

fameto their occalions.

lefc us comforeletTe under the reproach of the
wicked,buc he hath vouchfafed ushis Spirir,
for our everlafting Comforter. Thus muft we
duly confider of all thefe wonderfull workes
of God towards us, and notlike the men of

this?
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this would, thinke on nothing buc paftimes, A
honours, and commodities 3 This will beea
notable meanes to keepc our heants from-e.
vill choughs s for whofe heart will not re-
lent towards his God, thatfo many wayes
hath cafted of his bounty towasds him 2 yea,
this confidcration will be an ding tlay |
and comfore to our foules in the day of treu-;
ble, and diftrelc : So Salomanfaith, Ecclef7.)
19, 16. Beholdshe worke of Gody andinshe day
of afflilionconfider : A nacurall man cannot a-
way with trouble, if forrowes increafc upon
him,heisreadyto make away him(clfe,which

comes of chis, that hce canrot confider che
workes of God, for he that can rightly medi-
tate on Gods goodnelle towards him in all
his workes,fhall be able with patience ro fup-

as the haires of our head,and the fands by the
feathoare, Quef. Bue what if 2 man have
truly repented him of his finnes,mueft he full
ufechis confideraticn of them? Arfir. Yes
verily,although bee be aifured of the pardon
ofthem: fo did David after Nashantold him
thy finnes are forgiven; hice penacd the 53,
Pfalme, and when hee washigh in Gods ta-
vour,he prayed till for the pardon of :l;éﬁu of
bis youth, Pfal.25.7. For howloever God in
mercy put oyr fins ouc of his remembrance,
wponour true repentance,yec we muft never
putchem out of our remembrance, {o long
aswelive inthis world; becaufe the confide-
ration of them, though chey bepaidoncd,isa
notable meanes both to move us o renew

B
porchis foule under che greateft crofle. A
prattice heveof we may fee in David,who be-
ing inamoft gricvous cemptation, {o ashec
crycdout, Pfal.y7.8. Is the Lords mercy cleans |
gome 2bash ba fargoisen to bemercifuh 2 e did .
yet recover himfclfe by the eonfideration of,
Gods former morkes sf mercy, and of bis wonders
of 0ld) wheresf hee bad experiece in bis oxne

porfomverlcin,ta.

CHAP.X.

D rorfoderari Lil) oo

our andalioto make us watchfull
:gamti finne intimeto come.

S, 2,
Of mans mifery throngh bis fisnes,

Sccondly, we muft confider ske mioryinito
which every oneii; plunged by natnre throwgh A4-
dams fall, and bis owne fins. This was Jobs me-
dication,{aying lob s 4. 8. Man that is bernc of a
wonsen,bush but a [bort time tolrve, bee is fullof |
mifery :and fo goech on mott notably, d:fent
bm&tlhz mifety of man: yea,chis was Salomens

Of piri
v tmu' onr felyes.

Selt.1.

The cenfderation of our owne perfinall
Sfiures,

HE confiderations which refpe& our

felves, arefixe : Firff, we muft confider
our ewne petfonad finmeszas well the corruptions
of ourhearts, aschca@tuall tranfgreffions of
our lives. This was Davids pra&tice, P/al.1 19.
§9. 1 confideredmy wayes (13ith he) and ¢urned
myfectintothy teftimonies. The Iewes likewife.
in their gréat affl.Qion, firred up chemfelves
to this duty,laying one to another, Lam 3 40 ;
Comelot s fearch, and try our wayes, and turne |
againewntocbe Lord, D

In this confidcration of our finnes, wee

muft do chree things: Furft, ferioutly tocallto.
minde in what svamner we have finned g whee
therof ignorance, or of knowledge, of weak-
nelle through infirmity, or of wilfulneiTe
chrough prefumption. Secondly, wee muft
duly waigh the greatmeffe of our particular
finnes, cvon of the leaft of them,remembring
this, that by every (inne wee commit, Geds
infinite majefly is difpleafed, and his juftice
violated. Thirdly, wemuft con(ider the swms-
ber of our finnes ; which wee fhall neereft ac-
raine unto by fearching out our thoughts,
our wills, and affeQions, our words, and a-
Qions, all which being diligently obferved,
will make us cry our, that they be innumber

inthe whole booke ot Eccl:ff
affes,from the beginning toche end,

Now that this confidcration may take
placein our hearesy we mutt cnrer inco a par-
ticularview of chis our nacurall mifesy : the
principall branches whercofbeet!icfe: f.@,
afeparasionfrom all fellow/bip with Gad : for as
Ifax faich, Ifa. 59 3. Owr fiuncs bive frparated
betweene Godand us : and this is the (peciall
parc of mans mifery. Sccondly, fociere and
fellowfbip withthe dinmed [pirds, the devit! and
his angels; Randing in this,chac man by marure
besrech cheimage of chedcvill, and wichal!

performech terviceunto him in the praétice|.

of lying, inju'tice, cruclrie,and all manner o
finne. Thirdly, e/ masner of calamitics in this
Ufe, asignominicingand name, punes and
difeafes in the bodie, ivfles, and damm:ges
in fiiends, and in all temporall bleflings
whatlocver, Fourthly, The dorrour of aguiliy
confcience, which is in it fclie the begin-
ning of hell torments s for it is our accufer
unto God,our Iudge ro give fentence againf
us,and che very hang-man of our foules to
condemne us crernally.  Fift'y, The fecond
deash, which is thefull apprehenfion of the
eternall fury of the wrath of God, both in
body and {eulc eternaliy. This confidefation
muftbeoftenufed of every man, to_move
him o repentance, and it is very eff:&uall
thereunto : for if we doc bue confliderhow a
manfor thepaineof one tosth, will be fo
gricved,that he could with with all his hitare
tobe out of the world,chat his paine were en-
ded: oh then,howgreat fhall we chinke the

Sr. - appre

’ 4.81‘
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Mans nawnll
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i a;‘rr—ci:mﬁ-\-‘-’;-”'; ;h_c—hﬁl wrath of God to bee’| A

! feazing not upan one litcle membef onely,
i bur upon'the whole inan,both bedy & foule,
| and that for ever 2 No tongue can cxpreffe,
i 1y, no heart can conczivethe grearnefle of
{ thisgerrour, and cherefore it muftbean oc-
" cafion borh to begin,and increaic truc repen-

! tance in us daly. ’

Sedt 3.
Of owi- oxeme particalar temptatiok:s.

T Hirdly, we muft confider our owne parti-
cular teraptations wherewith we arc moft
afTauleed rthrough the malice of Sacan,& our
ownc corruption.Befober and swatch (faith Pe-
ter, ¥ Pet.5.S ) for your adverfary rhe deviflgo-
eth about liie s rearing Lyon, fecking whom hee
.ty devonre, Yhis was Paxls praftice towards
the incefiuens m:an, whom hee had cnjoy-
nedrobe excormuricace; for afeer hecgave
ditetionthar hee fhould bee reccived into
the (onrch againe, left hee were fwallowed wp of
over much beavineffe, andfo Sathan fhonld cir-
| cmvent them - for (1aich hee,2 Corz.z,& 1 1)
wecarenzt ignwant of Lis emterpinfes,  Iifor-
raigne enemics fhould fecke™the invifion“of
our land, not oncly our Magithates, but eve-
ry ordinary man, wellaffc&ed to kis Coun?
trey, wounld bethinke himfelfe whae coaft
werethe weakeft, thae thicher prefcntdef nce
might befene,ro keepe oot the encmies; e-
| vento,fecing che devill doch atlauleus datly, |
. wenft enzer o ferious confideration of
;o thonghes,wils, and aife@ione, and fce in

brmoftwezke,and inwhatine
Sithan may meft cafily prevaile
againftus, whichwe nllbett efpie by ob- |
fe.ving the finncsof our Tvesy and chus will
make s aime our (ilves agaictt him by
Gods grice, evenintl e weakeft pares, thae
he breake not into our heasts, to theiuinc of
ourfonles,

This confideration coneernceh all men,
notoncly the ditholuee and (infull, buceven
thofe that havereccived moft grace, I were
infinice to goc through all the temprations |
of Satan : confider this onc forall, whercby
he kils many a foule; Threugh the wholc’
courcof mens lives, he laboureth to il cheir
heares with carnalfecurity and to bring them
to negleét cthe ordinary meanes of 1alvati.
on; Thisdone, heefeckesto keepe them in
this eftareall cheirlife long - butin the end
he takes another courle; for when death ap-
proachezh, chen hee fcckes to ftrike cheir
mindes with oblivion of Gods m.rcics, and
to fll their loules wich rerrours in regard of
cheir fianes,and of Gods judgemenes due un-
tothem; that fo bereaving chem of all hope
ofmercy, hee may bring them to finall de-
{prre. Weetherctore being fore-warned of
hisdcadly frand, maft {<rioufly bethinke our
{clvesof tus cempration, and caft wich our

>

Ifelves every day how to ‘avoid it. This wee !,
fhall doc if wee {hake off carhall fecurity; dnd|
ni-g!igence in che meanes of our falvation: |
and ‘provide betimes for the affurance of |
Godsloveandfivour, that when death fliiH']
conie, wemaybefreefrom the terrour of an '
evill confcience, and have ftrong -hope- and’

confolation in Chrift Iefus. ol

. Sedt.4. N

Of owr particularenid.
FOunhly,wn muftconfider out particalir
“end, The Lord complaiftes of the waut':.
hereof in his owhe people: 0 that they webe
swife, then wonld shey confider thisythey worild con t
[fider their (atter end, Dent. 32.29.1n this conili- l
deration three points muft be'oblerved: m]
that the time 6F death is uncertaine, no man-!
knowethwhenhe muft die ¢ fecondly, thar:.
the place is unéertaine, no man'knows where -
hemuit die = ‘thirdly, that the msanmer of his
death is uncerrainc,none knoweth by what,
death he thall glorific God; and therefore thac :
wemay not deceive our felves, we muft chink |
that moft fcarefull and grievous ends may|
befall us, inregard of the bodily paine and;
torment, even chen when wee litcle feare or
fufpeét any fuch thing. Thie® confiderRion
will bte a notable meanes to ftiric up our!
heares,eicher robegin,or renew our repen.
tance s when wickcd Ahab heard of his{eare-
full end,he w2s humbled, 1 King.21.17. and
the Xirevites being told of their fudden de-
ftruft:on, repented in fack:lo.ub and afbes, and
turnedrothe Lord, Im.3 5.6,

Sets.

Of our firast accommst at the
Lyft day.

i ’Flﬂly ,wee muft often confider with onr
fclves, & thar moitierioully of rhar ffraighe
accemnt and reckoning of all anr:r':awglvl:, words,
| andattions which we mufF make snto God at the
l (sft day of judgemens,  This is che principall
confideration of all, and the want hereof a
fearcfull finne, arguing greatnegligence, ig-
norance,bliudnelle of minde, and hardneile
of heare: if a traveller come into an Inne,
having but one penny in his purle, and call
forallmanner of dainty fare and provifion,
fpending fumpruou’y, will not all men judge
himvoid of all conGderation, (ich hee hach:

. . . i
nothing ro pay, when his account is to bee:
grop

made? Loc, this, or worler is moft mcns b
cafe, who in thislife purfuc cheiv profits and

pleafurcs, wichall cagernetle, they care noc’
how, neverregarding the reckoning which
they muft inake unco God,at his cernble day ;
of accounts with all the world : and there-i
fore though the former confiderations wll;
not, yct letchistake place in our hearcs, to;
H move '
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move us toa daily fore. hand reckoning with
"God in the pradticeof true repentance, and
toimploy the good gifts and blefing we re-
ceivefrom God,like good fervants, unto the

accountisto be made, wee may give it with
joy,and not with feare. And that ckis confi-
deration is ctfe@uall co this purpole, Salomson
teachech in ufing itas hisfarewell with dito-
luteyouth, wich whom otherwayes he hath
licele hope to prevaile, faying, Eccl.11.9.Re-
joyes show yong man,take Wy pleafire inthy yonth;
yet know,thas for all this thei muft come to judge-
‘mens. But how powcrfulic is with Gods child,
wemay fec 1in Pawl, Aét.24. 10. who profef-
feth of himielfe, that in regard of this account,
beindeavoured 1o have alway acleare comfisence
towards Godyard sowards men. .

-
Se&t. 6.
Of owr prefeus éftate towards God.

Laftly, wee muft ferioufly confider of onr
prefems eftasesomards Godswhetherwebeinche
facc of (inne,or inthe ftace of grace; whether
we belong cothckingdome of darkneffe, or
| be true mcmbers of the kingdome of Chrift ;
it is net enougluto be in the Church,but wee
muolt be fure we be of the Church; for many
Wolves & Goates bein Gods fold; They wene
| ons from s (12ith S. Jobm, 1 Ieh.3.19.) but they
werenotof ws: and thercfore Paw/advifeth co
this confiderarion, faying,2 {or.13.5. Preve
| yor [elves,whesher you be snthe faith or ot The
want hercof waschefearfull (inne of thefoo-
éft virgins, Masth.25.3.who contentedthem-

beftadvantage of hisglory, that when this |

A" felves with a the® of religion, having the b/a-
ing lamps of ourward profe[fiom; and laboured
not for that ey/e of sruc grace,which mighe en-
lighcencheir foules to the fwition of Gods
glory: yes, thisische common Gnneof this
age,men bleffe themfelves in cheir good mea-
ning, faying they hope well, and doc not tho-
reughly fearch,whether they bee true mem-
bers of Gods Church or not: Now if afeer trie
allic appeare, thar true fuith and repentance
bee wanting in us, which are the feales of a~
doption in Gods children,then wich all good
confcience, we mutt ufc the meanes appein.
ted of God, o obraine thefc graces for our
affurance, the comfort hercof will bee fo
preciousunto our foules, thac we fhall ab-
B/ horre toadmit fuch wicked imaginations in-
u; ourminds, asany way tend co deprive vs
ok,

Thefcarethe confiderations which refped
our felves; whercuntoif we give our mindes
in aconftine courfe, as alfo to the former
which concerne che Lotd, obferving withall
the ‘rules before prefcribed, through Gods
bleffing upon our indeavor, we hall undoub-
cedly finde by good experience, Thar evslt
showghts [oall not prevaile againft us : but beng
reformed in our cogitatians,we thall fend out
of our mindes,as fioma cleanicd founraine,
fuch ftreames of good words and warkes,
through the whole courfc of our lives, as

| hallredound to the glory of our Gad, the
D | good of our brethren, and the contolati

of our owne foules,through Ictus Chrift our

Lord, to whom wvich che tacher, and theho-

ly Ghoft, beepraifein his Church for cver- |

more. eAmen.

FINIS.




	A Treatise of Man's Imaginations (Genesis 8:21) — by William Perkins
	Dedicatory Epistle
	To the Reader
	Table of Contents
	1. The unfolding of the text, by way of preparation to the treatise.
	2. The idleness of man's natural thoughts, and how they may be known.
	3. Of man's natural thoughts concerning God.
	4. Of man's natural thoughts against his neighbor.
	5. Of man's natural thoughts concerning himself.
	6. Of the want of good thoughts in every man naturally.
	7. The use of the former doctrine.
	8. Rules for the reformation of our evil thoughts.
	9. Of spiritual considerations concerning God.
	10. Of spiritual considerations which concern ourselves.



