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TO THE RIGHT HONOV-
RABLE THE LORD Suerreirp,
LORD LIEV.TENANT, AND LORD PRESIDENT:

SIR Tuomas Huasxitw, SIR-Ioun BEnat, KNIGHTS:
Charles Hales, R. Willx'am,-@u ert Pepper, IohnFegne,

cahchighett mfeni&liquuy; coo
r T o Grace.and phuce frim - - . .
! T IeluaClng. ? N ; P

how fatall i was made by altheoldand} atér ConjeRurés isnotusknowne to any of
you: bux how the iffuc aniweredthe expe@ation, 1iec mor, fave onely in that mowsble
ovesthrow of the encinics of God, the Papifhs : whercupon our severend (3) Counticy-

i very well : o . 1

man, knd Chrifts Champion for England, fai
- mmm svus,mirabils annus, S ed
: . Clade Papifishan, faulus ubiguk pie: S
But'if ever yeare deferve to bé fardol ?%Eug!iﬂ) Sontctes ‘hls ytaee,¥ cannor
tell whether 1 hagld fay 1602181 1 803, wherin,@hether Gods pger was more in taking

RaE 35 G5 from usiuch 2 Queenc a1 (for ought | reade)the world ncves had ¢ ex his mercy, in g
vingusfucha King, as England neverhad, Lleave it to better beads1o bee determined.  Howis the nawme cfour
God tobe magnificd; by whofc meicy fogrear a loffeis made no loffe, buta gaine to us? forwho feeth nor, that all
ber Princely vertues doc not onely hive in him, but are alfo in him (being a many more perfe@ and iccomphihe 2 Shee
isdead, but her Heroicall zeale and love to Religien is alive ;fhe bequestlied it with her kingd bis Highneffe,
who doubtlcfie will mekeboth her Refigion andher Kingdome to flourifh as muych moge, 233 man doth excell 2 wo-
man.  Andwho knoweth nor, that the encmies of our Religion,end our peace,(ndiwi ding all cheir politike
diffembled th ) dot finde his Majeftic fo Livde for their purpofe,that now they would fing a thoufand
MafTes ta bave her alive againe, againft whom they thund (b)fomany Curfesand E. icstions, an,
after whofe blood they fo thirfted whilft thelived ;. what ftraights ate they driveninta? who wou'd with her alive
againe, at wholc hands (though a woman) chey never %:imd, nor got onc inck of grcund in 44, yedres; Weugh nine
or ten Popes, and 19000, of their flaves wraftled with her allthe while, wish all the power, and policy,crafr, 2nd tre.
chery which the Devill could lend thern. Nay, her end was.as glorious as her beginging, snd ber laft Proclamation
againft them, wasmere ¢o their thame,and e JartiHieic comfort,tian cver any inber fife before - and fofarre was fhe,
heiofhtolerabl jin ber ofd,and theretore weake sge, as that it never

B

from allowingthema Toleration, ofthe
entredinko her Royall beast: nor everthowght e, imede-aguelion, whecher it theuld bee o na.
Noythe halted not betwintewo religions: pstobcs,TaetwagBelial 1 cherefome. fhee banitht him; and God was the
Lord,and therefore he ferved him. She ws refolyed chat Dagomtpuft downe ifGods Arke fland, or clfe if Dagon
famd, the Arke muft away. Forboth rogether &w xﬁ;hg Sheeheld, thie 35 when the enemies xh:wfeFvu
brought the Ark inte Da;ensmﬂc,ngm 1 downHloif the Ifraclices fhould bav&ldmited Dagon into Gods Tem-
plethar the Lorg kimfte would have rewloved his Arke Blefled wailhp$8her life,andtwicebleffed inher
end :fe loft not her firftlave/ind her workes were morcatshe 1aft, thanat thabiheynd bleffed arc we that enioyed
her o long: and more blefedwhounder herenjoyed fuch 44, #sall thebdikesW the world cannot thew under
awomar, - but moft bleffed afah, n that after fuckaDiavid, &ed hach fent us fkh a faloron; aftor fuch a woman,
fuch a manjafier fuch a Qiefhie fickia Kigg,whewifl miake aig m(ny,glca madany a S himei,whieh the could

notwell doe,and finith that Temple an
the crafy Papift allthar they sqgyés shioa}
Andhow hippy a yeare (hall this be, g
of Leiden, Toffaone of Heildetbir?, Perkias dpelth
feriour note : happy Gould thiee faoged} Vaive fgic
theirftto the lower, the fecand to the. highet Garguamy, to.p)
them. It is the third who fpecially coneeenerlsn t wharioffethy G
inthe Churchof England cheMisiteiy# 3nd i thé Miniftey
ger fludents have fuftained,by theuntimily déwth of chat R
For bow fhouldhe be unknownt A‘,g:?n.m o ingl

f well recompenced®  Fumins
s, bedes mangother of in-
cheirroomes,  Letus Jeave
m, and to make fupply for
the Church, England : and
ghn the Voivarfides, the youn-

not unknownc to any of you,
imation is fucli in ocher natie.

'y

ons, asthat atone (1) Marc wee' . were tranflated into Lati

foure were princed feady eft recéanp ‘ofhis laboars,whichhe ath Icft be-.

binde, Whezeof foms were written by himiclie;znd ofbérstaken by b mouth 1al] which, at leat fo

swany of them 2s may be perfeéted there is hops we gl meertfoys, Had not leban. Budews, rnd Caroius lowvil
Tuflis Jawis dome fo to Luther, many worchy workes of thofe

laus done (o to Calvin: Vitxs Theodorus, 195.5{4
twogrest Inftruments of God haductesly petheds, o foine done o to this werthy man, todoubt many
fwece blafts of that filter trumper of God bad vanithed iway. For my part, though time be precious unto mee other-
wayes, yecehinke [ that time well foent, which [beflow in preparingtothe Prefe any thing of his. This difeourfe
of Equity nowmade ready, a5 achildeborne after his fathers dearh, T prefoatto your Honourable view and Pairo-
nage. Itanyaskewhyl dare tender fo fmall agift tofo great perfonages, my omelyanfwer is, T makethe f]
Equity,the Patcons of Equicy. God grant you a Jong and Henourable flate under our worthy Salomon, Amen,
From my fludy,Sep.to,1603.
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XD Die bereprefent ini¥thee, (Chriffian brasher ) 4 frill difeohrfV of Ei
B detiveredby that faschfull labourer s the harveft of Gody ' Maber Wikliaiti {
Perkins, inafew Lectures, The difeonr(e is BB i bricfe, bus the insrer
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T HE Apofilcin this chepeer, giveth:
) {Amdrype;‘:maibmn many cgt:m
; an dutics. Inshefirftverfe, ro perfee
verance in faith and trukreligion, In
the fecondand third verfe, to mucialhgpi <
cord, Inthe fourth verfe, o a fpivicuall joy in
the Lord.

Englith tranflations commonly reade it thus: |
Let _your patien: minde bee knowne 1oall 3”"‘1' =
which though it be truly and well- frd{ ‘yet
the words tranflated have a Jarger and fuller

ture ang foree of chewordsy I ra_xhc;l,chnl_(c to

e Prinoag )
et your wederstionof m-lrhw‘ﬁlm + the Lovd is at hand.
A and i sqsuall modesarion in l theis, affvives. and

o 6,&*};&, with wren, Jor the maintaining of juftice;

T

“'liptformed of God towards men, and not of

Gignification, Therefoscaccording to she ma- 1

‘adprc/g-vniunfym:. This Iraketo bathe |
srye defcription of. ghe generall nacore of
c; and hatein, FurftIfayitisa ver-

alltoe much, 2nd if we doe good, it is 2l too
;bttle +.againe, equity and moderation istobe

men towards God, Forif men deale note-

{quuy»mwm&(}od,rjxt fadleie theirs; g

reade e tbuss Les yompequityor
minde bee knowne, i<, Ve
Thewords containetwe pa
1. Angxhoreation, Laryour equisy.
ro all mex. 3. Anexcellent
its the Lardis at bande

e dyify and {cop exhartas
to perfwade she Philipprantjand.ig them th
whele&hurch, cothe pradiceof Sgwin -

Now vhis Equity, whergunto.afie haly e

HIRNB T DU Sad.chere it nod

(~W§mnhd‘ldhif§°(viltmc,h,~' prsially -are
. Jumklpefelt, chescfore. shere peeds no-mo-
s forhestances

098 his,God is not che worfcfos ¥;bat if God
- dakgot moderaredy with men, ghe world
wonld tiot leitdne lipure. Andl “whem
Lebetearcnofaplipthereis no-forgvenchet
\wh a0infmitics, chere neegdsind mode
2k, go £5-
KoM ion; buc Ki¢ 1dve, his mep
a0t hiswirthosflove and msay towards

’ nor ecds God, bt to-
:gd:_mﬁhnhdngﬂ-ﬁ;qﬂb@md;ndfn{ ]

pofile o carmettly  exhoreecls, is a.wavthy
Chufli It Jlent, as <hecareful

pnaxc;(h:rmf,x; the martow and
of 2 common-weale, and whercindsyshers

ngth |+

cannotbebut peace and sl

\! 's;. Gvbme whith. segenerati
ickfe doth adefulyfree ni)doe fmzp
innerd of vy Jearag w1 bes:

plhom: eltorheir

eftaces; and fo nec: flary, as withont the pra
&ice of ity no houfe, family, focicry, City,
common.weakh, kingdome, or Church can
ftand or continue. Indeed 2 kingdome may
beobrained by force and armes, by vielence

ipcangat
s x(l\igggfeu: cikg,’&duﬂtdspmc ﬁazh good

withou this equity, and Chriflizn Medera- |
cion beewixt man and man. Nay, civill {acie-
ty,and common dealing becwixe man and
man, cannot continue, unle{lc one man yecld
o snother.In a word,there can beeno peace
infamilies, no found orL:{ting leve berwixe
man and wife, nor any conformable quices
neile, where one doth not yeeld to theother,
and one beare wich another in many things.
And ifitbecfo in mariage, whichis the nea.
reft conjunéion,and the moft (xcellent and

st muchmore true, in all other focieties of
men,thar chere canbe no peace, no Chrifli-
an neighbourhood, no truc friendthip,unleile
one beare wich another, and onc rowards a-
nother doc carry himfelfe in an even and mo.
derate courfe.

Sceing therefore this is fo necelfary and
excellent 2 vertue, Thave purpofedto fpeake
oficatlarge. Lerus then examine chefe two
points: 1. The natureof it. 2. The kindes
ofit.

For the fifk: Chriftian equity is a rareand

excetient vertwe,pherchy monafe atrye meane,

and cruelty : bur it cangiot ftind or contibue |

D | and frength of a Chritan kingdome: for

perfedeiocicrie,whichisinthis worldschenis |+

endure; And Furshen, all mea in

Gaufe to beare with another, The Prince is
fiefhand blood aswell as his fubjeéts: the
husband is ff. fhand blood as well as the wife
ics the Paftor is a man,as his people and hea-
rersare; Henee it fellowsch, chat therefore
oneisfubjeét toinfirmiries, as well as ano-
ther, and therefore I conclude, thatinall our
courfes and dealings of man with wan inthis
world, there mult be jsathifed & Chriflian ms-
deration.

L Secondly, Iayinthe deferiprion.chat the

preferve peace : which twoare the very finews

where we doe notto sther men,2s we would
othersfhouldde o us, thereis no juttice,And
where wewill noc patle by fmall faules, and
forbeareinfirmities, there can beeno peace:
fuchis the «xcellency of chis vertue, asit
farves co maincaine swo orher fuck greacand
principall vercues, asare even the heare and
thebraine of the common-wealih, namely,
Tufticeand Peace.

Buat for che more exaét & particular know-
fedge of che nature of this necelfary vertue:
les s defcend to the particular branches and
kindes of it.

Chriftian Equiry chercforc, is cither pub-

Ftuewhich is convesf.nt about pra&tifing of a .

Lord: e . . r&- ion in al our courfes and dealings
n thisBich verfe, Freciyto; an ‘mm 0 ufe no meane nor
ruenFEquiq,ormﬁﬁ;fmm' E i Adcaftion | a?zﬂmifwcdouvill,ku

i end of thiis vereue 1s, 10 maintaize jafisce and 103

! like or privace,
‘hk or priva
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ATreatife of Chriftian Equity.

V437

Publike Equity is that, which is practifed
in publike mectings and a{lemblies of men,as
in Courts of juttice, Affifes, Scffions, Coune
fels, Parliaments,and fuch hke.

The matcet whercabout this publike E-
| quity is converfant, is tho rightand conveni-
ent, and the moderate and difcreec execntion
of the lawes of men, .

Lawes of men, madeby lawfull authority
according co Gods Law, and for the common
good, are, and are to be efteemed, benes and
finewesto hold together, props,and pillars,
to uphold the common weslth;and all focie-
ties. Qodclierefore hach given o Kings,and
to cheir Jawfu)l deputies, power and auchori-
ty,not only to command & execute his owne
lawes,cemmanded in his Word : but allo' to
ordaincand cnadt other good and profirable
lawes of cheir ownc, for the more particular
government of their people, and to bee helps
for the betrer executing of Gods lawes. And |
alfoto annexea punithwene and penaley to
thefaid lawes: which penaly isco be accor-
dingtothe quality of the taule, greater or
leile: infomuch that they may inmany cafes
(if the common good {o require) infl.&t even
deachitfclfe. And further, God hath given
thefe gods upon carth, a power, asto make
thefelawes, and annexechele punifhments @
faalfo upon mens defaules and breaches,hath
he given them auchority to cxecucethe law
{o made, and toinfli uponthe offender the

A

punitimentannexed. i

Now becaufe this point is of greac mo. |
ment in acommon-wealch;& the true know- |
ledge and ducpratice thereof, is the glory |
and beauty of a kingdome: thereforc fori
the betrer dire@ion hereing boch of Prince
and people,Magiftrate and people governed; |
Tet us enter furcher into the confideration
thereof.

In thelawes of Cemmon wealchs, two
thingsarcto be confidered, chefighe where-
of wil give great light, to know moce perfeét-
ly whacchis publike equssy is.

Thefe are 1. theextremity of thelaw ¢
2. the mitigation of the laws

Both thfe are put inta the hand of the
Magittiate by God himfelfe, to bec ordered
according to his difcrecion, and as the cir-
cumftance requireth : and. of chemin order.
Theextremite of the law,is,-whenany law of
man, isurged and exccuted ftraightly. & pre.
cilely, sceording ro che literall fente, & fteict
\forme of the words, and the exaéteft mea-
ning chatcan be made out of the words, with-
out any manner of relaxation, ac that time,
whenthere is good and convenient canfe of
mitigation, in regard of the perfon offending.

The poine canhot wel be expreiled in few-
erwords,, | . . . .o L

The principall and moft materiall claufe
in this dcfcription of exeremity, is in thofe
words: s that time, whenthere is jufl canfe of
wmizig ationyin regard of the peyfon offending, For

it isnot called excremity, burjuftice of the

I itchere be nogoed caufe of mitigation, then |

) of fome

ces, this juftice thould be mitigated, and yet
is not; bur contrariwife is excremely urged,
and pretled to thefurtheft, then it is extremi-
ty : Now this extremity of the law, isin chis
cafefofarre from juftice, as indeed icis Aa
injuftice, And herein isthe proverberrue;
[ummumins, fumma injuria: chatis,the extrea
mitic of the law, is extreme injury. And of
this doth the holy Ghoft meane, Ecclef. 7. 7.
Bee wot over juft, thac is, prefle not juftice too
faryner urge it too extremely in all cifes, left
fometimes-you make che name of juftice, o
cover for crueky.

Now befides chis, thereis afccond thing
inthehand of the Magiftrace, namely, che
modevation,relaskationsor wrstigation of this exive-
mity :and that is, whenche proper forme of
the words, and che ftri@teft meaning of the
iaw is nor urged, and the punithment prefcri-
bedinihelaw, ismoderated, or letfened, or
deferred, or (it may bc) remitted,upon good
and fufficienc reafon; and in fuch cales as
whercof the law fpeakes not dire@ly,nor che
law-maker did parpofely aime at. The
ground of this mitigation is, becaufe no law
makers bcing men, can forcfee, or fer downe
all cafes that may fall our, Thereforewhen
the cafealtereth, then muft che difcretion of
thedawsmaker thew it fclfe, & doe that which
thelaweanpot doe,

This mitigacion is in the hand of the Mi.
giftrate, as wellas the exeremity : nay, itis a
partof his duty as well as the formeryand he
offcndsaswell, that negleéts to mirigare the
extremity, when juftoccalionis, as hee that
negle@s to exccutetheexiremity,when there is
need. Ascherefore,hee isnoway ficco beea
Tudge,who hath noknowledge or carero ex-
i ecute thelaw : fo heds buc halfea Iudge, who
' can doe nothing but urge the law, & the phin
i words of the law,and isnot ablealfoto miti-
garethc rigour of the law, whennred fo re-
quireth, Therefore every Magiftrace is to
prattife chis wich che other, and not co fepa-
rate chofe chings which God hath joyned.

But now left this moderation, and mizi-
gatiod of mans lawes, (which ische pradtice
of publike equity) fhould curnetothe main-
tenance of malefattours, the abolithing of
lawes,the delpiling or weakening of autho-
rity, (which in thefc daies little needs) wee
mult cherefore now remember chis caution,
That there muft be womitigation,but boneft,profi.
tabloyand convewsens, If any man aske, when it
isfo ?1 anfwer iri three cales, .

- Fieft, when che mitigation ftands withthe
Law of nature, :

- Secondly,whenic agreeth with themorall
law; or any part of the written word,

" Thirdly, whea aninferiour law is overru.
 led,or countexmanded by a higher law.
| Qo3 In

law:- but when chere is good caufe, why ina
ian d : i a '
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oA Treatifeof Chrifisan Equity.

In thefe chree cafes, the moderacion_of
mens lawes,and the mitigation of the pusith-
ment due,by the extremitic of thefe lawes, is
honeft and good, and may, and ought to bee
pradtifed. .

Burific be contrary, and not warrantedby
fomeof thefc: then that mitigation is flacin-
juftice,and a manifeft wrong unto thelaw.

That the difference of thefe two, the ex-
tremity,and mitigasion, may bereer bee difcer-
ned,lerus confider it in fome examples.

Xeis the law of Englaud, and many other
countries, that the theefe fhall dic.

Now though the word of God hath not
the fame pumfthment in plaine ccarmes : yee
is thelaw good and warrantable, as fhall ap-
pearcin the fequell, and 1 thinke is doubred

ons,andall courts of juftice; and without the
ebfervation of this, when necdeis, all that
they doe is flatinjuftice in that cafe. Forthey
lame andmaimeche law, they fulfill butthe
one Eart ofthelaw: for in every law there
arcthefeewo thingss she extramity in plaine
sermes, and sbe misigasion implied, and thefe
two togecher make the law perfeét : and the
glory of the law ftands as well in pratifing
of the mitigation, asin the execution of ex-
tremity; nay, fometime it flandsin che mii-
gation, and not in the excremity, infomuch
asthcmoderation is then the equity of the
law,and the extremity is meereinjuftice. And
as this is the glory of the law, fo is it the glory

of by none.

The drifc of this law is,to repre(le that com-
mon and generall fir.nc of theevery, prevai-
ling finnc,as any other, and fofarpreviiling,
as the rigourof good lawes is neceflarily re-
quired,for the reprefling of ic: fo that chis
Jaw was madc, for the cutcing off of fuch rot-
ten members asdoc bue corrupe others, and
of whofe smendment there is nohope.

Now, fuppofea young boy pinched with
hunger,cold,and poverty, ftealcs meate, ape
parell, and other things for relicfe, being
preifedcoit by wanr, and nor having know-
ledge, or gracc toufe becter meanes: to put
this perfon to death for the faft, is the ex.
tremity of the Law,in relpeétof the circumftan.
ces of the perfon, who did it, being a childe:
and of theend for which hedidit, to relieve
his wants.

Now the moderation in this cafe is, when
upon thefc confiderations, that firft, he is not
an olde,nora pradifed thecfc, but youngand
corrigible,one that being reformed, may live
long.and provea good member in the com-
mon.wealth sand fecondly, chat his thefc was
not hainous, but thethingshe ftole were of
(mall value :and chirdly, thac he did it not up-
ona malicious, ciuell, and injurious intent,
butto relecve his hunger and wane, The equi-
¢y or moderatss, 1 (ay inthis cafe,is not coinfhét
death, (for that were extremity,) but tode-
termine a pnniﬂxm:nr, leTechan deachs yet
(uchaoneas Mallbe fufficient co reforme the
party fromthis inne, to punifhthefaule, to
eerrific ochers,and eo fatisfie thelaw.

Thusin chis example ic appeares manifeft-
Iy whatchis moderation s, and what is extre-
mity, Which is contrasy toic: andche fame
might we fecin many more.

Now having thus confideredchefe two to-
gether, hereupon we nu{ fee what chis pub-
like equity is,namely nothing elfe, but 8 mo-
deracion and mitigation of che extremity of
alaw, upon honeft and convenicnt reafons,
and in fuch cafes,as were not direétly inten-
dedinche law, The obfervationand due pra-
Qice of this equity, is the glory, credit, and
honor of all publike affemblies,as affifes,(c (G-

of fudges and Magiftrates, thus to execute
the Lawes,and to temper them with fuch dif-
cretion,as neither too much mitigation, doe
abolith: the law, nor too much excremitie
leave no place for mitigation. Therefere (to
make an end of chis point) two forts of men
are here reprovesble. Firft, fuchmen (as by
acertaine foolifh kinde of pity, arefo carried
away,) that would have nothing butsercy,
mercy,and would have all punifhments, for-
feicures,penalties, cither quite caken away, &
remiteed, or at leaftleflened, and moderated, |
they would alio have the extremity of the
law exccuted on no man. This is the highway
toabolifhlawes, and confequently to pull
dewnce authoriiy, and fointhe end to open-
adooreto all confufion, diforder, and roall
licentioufne(Te of life, But Inced not to fay
much herein, for there arebut few that of-
fendin this kinde, mans naturebeing gene-
rally inclined racher to cruelty than to mer.
cy. This faule proceedes, cither from a weak-
nelle of wit,and an effeminaceneiTe of minde;
and then aman is unfit to be a Tudge: or clie
from vaineglory,and abafeand affeCted po-
pularity,and fuch aman is unworchy to be a
fudge.

But in the fecond plice, this do&tiine and
thevery {copeof this text, condemnes ano-
ther forc of men, which are more cberfome; |-
that is to fay, feme men have noching in
theirmouthes but che Jaw,the law; and juftice,
jwflicesin the meane timeforgecting, char ju-
ftice alwayes fhakeshands with her fifter mer-
cy,and chacalllawes allow amirigation, The
caufesof this evill aretwo. .

1.The generall corrugtion of mans nature,
which is alwsyesready to deale too hardly
with other mé : asalfo coo mildly with them-
felves,and partially in their owne caufes.

2. And fecondly, for the mof pare, fuch
men doc gainemoreby law, than by equi-
ty, more by extremity, than by mitigati-
on:as the fouldicrlivesbetter by warre,than
by peaces and asthe fefhflicfeedeson the
wound,chat cannot feede on the foundflefh :
fo chicfc men gaine by law, that which they
can neverget by equity : for equity and mo-
deration breed unity, and if all men were
at unity,what fhould become of chem?  but

extremity
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cxtremitic breeds variance for(inreafon) one
extremitic drawes on sn other, & fo inmens

variances,they are fet on worke:and che more.,

the better forchem.  Thefe men chesefore,
flicke (o precifely :on their points,and on the
very dicksand trifles of che law,as((o chelaw
bekopt, and that in the very excremitie of ir,)
they care netf though equitie were troden
undet foete : and thatlaw may reigne upon
the earth, & they by itsthey catenor,though
mercietake hercoher wings, andfliccohes.
ven, Thefemen (for all their goodly fhewes)
are thedccayers of our eftate, and cnemies to
all good government. For though they have
nothing in their mouthes, but Juffice, Iuflice,
and have banifhed mercy,yet let chem know,
chat [uftice will not ftay where mercyisnot,’
They are fifters,& goe alwaics hand in hand:
they arc the two pillars, that uphold the
throne of the Prince : as youcannot hold
mercy, where jufticeis banithed, focannot
youkeepe jufticewhere mercy is exiled:and
as mercy without juitice, isfoolifh pitcie, fo
juftice without mercy, iscrucliie. So charas
thefe men have banifhed mercy, fowithina
fhort cime,they will fend juftice afeer her,and
crackic and oppreflion will come in cheir

A
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fore mult needs bee exccuted with a diferer
amli’ ‘wife moderation. This moderation is
publike equity,and.chis publike Equiry.is the
fcope of d?i; texe, and thlz due putzicej of itin
the execution of mans lawes, isthe glory of
all Chriftisn Common-wealchs,

Hitherto ofthe firR and principallbranch
of Pablike Equity,

To prococde further. Asthis publike E-
gwitis principally fandsin the moderation
of thelawes of men; fo ic defcends more fpe-
cially even ¢o all the publike adtions of a
mans lifc: fo chat by the rule and dirc&ion of
chis Equity, thus defcribed, men may know
how o guide themfelves, in Juing bends, and
saking forfeitures : and how men may with
good confcience, earie themiclves infuerty-
Poups. i saking of fines, in letting of leafes, and in
allmanacr of mutuall bargaines,betwixe man
andman. By vertue of this, a man may fee
!zow to frame all thefe and fuch likea&ions,
infuch fore, as himfelfe (hall reape credit,and
gaincenough, and his ncighbeur helpeand
tuccour by him,

: l;or in forfeicures of bonds, forfeirures of
ands,
ﬁ::es, andall ocher dealings of men together,

roomes, which arecthe very ov ofall
cftares. .
Thefe men, wheri they are made pradtifers
of thej law, Tudges, or Magiftrates, arc to,
learnechis IciTon, which the holy Ghoft here
ccaghethy Les youi cquitiebe knowne so alimen :
and lec all Magiftrates thinke ie their ho-
noursto be counced meresfull Indges: let them
rejoyce, as well co fhew mercy when there is
caufle, asto exccute extremitic when there is
defertsand let chem labour for thae Chriftian
wifedome and difcrecion, whereby they may
beable to difcerne, when mercy and mitigasi-
ox fhould cake place, and when exiremitic
fhould bee exccuted. If inferiour judges or
Magiftrates bee negligent hercin, then muft
we haverecourfe to the Prince, che higheft
Tudgeon earch,and under God the irft toun-
taine of Iuflice and mercy - whofe care muft
bee, chac as juttict and mercy (not one of
them, but both together) doc uihold his
chrone, & faften the Crowne upon his head =
fohelikewifefeechem both maintained, and
take order, thatin che execution of hisowné
lawes, there beealwaies a roomg as well for
mercy and mitigation, as for juftice and ex-
tremity, This muft he doe,becarie his lawes
cannot'be as Gods lawes are, Gods lawes are
porfettand abfolute, and of fueh anupiverfall
righteoufneile, asthat avall times, and inall

(o
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thefetwo things.

Fitlt, the exsremitie, thac is, that which the
law willafford amanin that cafe: and there
is fecondly, the moderation of the extemity,
upen good and convenien reafons  let us
confider of them in fome few examples,

Aman s bound o another, in anhune
drech pound, topay fifty ata day. The fame
@zn, not by negligence, but by fome nec fi-
tic,breakes his day,and afterwards brings the
principall debe: now to take the [orfeiture, is
inchis cafe; extremities though the law doth
yeeldir, And ifaman fland upon this extre-
mitic, hee deales mor boneftly and equally, bus
bardly and ly wich hisncighbour:and
thelaw cannot free himin chis cafe,from ma-
nifeft injuftice.

What is then the moderation in this cafc 2
Bven this, totake thine owne, and remic the
fotfeiture: cthe reafon is,becaufe the caufe and
greund of appointing a forfeiture,was not for
advanntage,bux only for the betcer fecurity of
the principall : which fecing thou haft, thou
haft chac chelaw did intend chee.

Againe, hisbreach was not wilfull,or with
purpofe co hure thee, bue againthiswill, If
therefore thou beeft dirc@tly damnified by
his mifling thy day, (withour all zquivocari-
on) then cake thy reafonable dammages ouc
of his ferfeicure, if not, then remit che whole
Forfeiture; and this modevasion is publike eqwity.
Andwithout this, therecan bee no buying

places, they are of equall ‘h‘antll. and of the
fameequitiein all cafes : and cheref, 0
be d withour difpenfation, relaxati-
on, orany mitigation, which cannot be offe-
red unto them, but with injuric and violstf-
on. But mens lawes, comming from theéir
ownewits, arc imperfelt, andfoinall cafes,
they doe not hold the fame equitie,andther-

nor (clling, Bortowing nor lending, berwixt
‘man‘and man. Sce another example. One
takesa leafe of thee, for yeares, o pay thee
fucharentsand for not payment of thac renr,
hisleafetobevoid. The poore man midech
hisrent day: now what faith the law?his leate

Oo04_ sl _.

or leafes, in furecy. fhips, in rents, in | .
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isforfeited : but to take this advantage, isthe
extremsitie of chelaw : chemoderation is,to re-
lmi: the fameforfeiture,in pare,or in wholegas

thou fhalt fec che reafon in equity and confci-
ence : Thu moderasion is inthis cafe, Pwbitke ¢-
gwitie, and without this, there can be no let~
ting of lands, becwixt man (and man,

Sofor fines and rents, thelaw faith, Thow
waicft waake the moft of thine owne : If thou
ftreech chis law as farre as the very words will
beare, then maicft choumake fuch fines and
rents, a8 may grinde che faces of che poore,
foas no man fhall liveunder chee :  but thus
to doe, is Extremitic, and beyond the purpofe
ofthelaw.

The moderatiomin this cafe is, not totakeall
thou maicft ger, but fotofine and rentthy
lands,as he that takes them,may live of chem:
Thereafon of chis Mitigation is, becaufe en-
vieand hatred; may otcen make many men
offer more for a farme, thenir is worth, to
crolTcand huare their neghbour, or rogee all
intoth.ir owne hand.Herecherefore,though
the law do:h yeeld theeall chat, which aman
doth willingly offer, yec muft thine own con-
fcience beea law unto thee, to make chee 2
modcratour of chat extremitie.

Lee thefe three examples ferve for many.
Now inthefe and all other publike dealings
betwixe menin the world; 2 man obferves
Publike equitie when hee dealech net with his
nafghbour, according to that extremitia,
which the ftricke words of the law will beares
but according to that (M oderation, which |
good confcience requireth; and which the
law it felfcinfome cafes doth admis. By the
knowledge of thefe two, aman that hath any
confcience, may fee how to caric himfelfe,in
allchefe civall atfaires,in an even,upright,and
cquall coutle, and warrantable not onely by
the law of the land, but even by the law and
word of God.

And | makechis diftin@ion of the law of
the land, and the word of God, becaufe wee
arcto know chisforarule: Thas every extre-
mitie, which a luw in the flrifheft acception doth
afford,is not warrantable 1o bee urged by theword
of God:andyes notwithftunding it 15 good conveni-
ent, and reqmifie, that tbe extremitice bee warran-
ted by the (aw , becan(e in fome cafes it mufF needs
be exccured. Thelawes of men, may ordaine
and appoint extremities : but the law of God
muft tellus, whentou ge them, and when
tomoderace them: So then when a man
takes che extremitic, hee doth that,thatisal.
waies warrantable by che Jaw,but in fome ca-
fes not warrantable by Gods word, which
commandeth a Mitigation, when there is
goodreafon forit. Burhethattaketh theen-
tremitie , when thereisno juft caufe of miti-
i gating itand agsine doth mitigate it, when
I there is caufe, his courfeis not onely warran-
table by the lawes of men, but even by che
lawes of God alfe, Foricisthe duty of every
Chrittian man, fo remember inall his bar-
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gaines & dealings, thac his manner of dealing
muft not oncly be warranted by the lawes of
theland, but even by Gods word alfo: & this
isto be knowne and taken for a generall rule
in all this treatife, And he that will duly con-
fiderthetrae difference of extremtie and wo-
derasion, as they are here deferibed, may fee
howeo carie himfclfcin all his dealings, fo
as they may bee warrantable : both by our
owne lawves, and by the word of God.

To returne chen to che matter, andto end
this point of publike equitie : Ifany man fhall
objedt,that this mederationis & wrong to the
law: Tanfwer,it is not ; foritis neither againf?
thelaw,nor alcogether befides the law, but one-
ly befides the Briéleft meaning of the low, Nay i
is included in the law,as wel as the extremity
is,though not in the fame maner : for theex-
tremity 1 warrented by the law, wvitigation is
bue tolerated : the law alloweth extremisie,
but iconely-admitteth a mitigarion. Sothen,
both extremitie and mitigasien. are within the
law, butitis in che hand principally of the
Magiftrate, and in fome cafes of other men
alfo, to dif¢erne the feverall circumftances,
when the oneis tobee exccuted, and when
the other: for fometimeeneis the juftice of
the law, and fometime the other; andaccor-
ding as thefetwo are juftly and wifely execn-
ted or negle¥ed, fois the jufticeofchelaw
exccuted or neglef¥ed.

The wai of this equitiein mens publike
actions,is the caufc of much crucley,oppreffi-
on, andincqualitic in deslings betwixt man
andman : becaufe extremitie isfor the moft
partonely regarded,andmitigarion is banifhed
out of all bargaines, Andit is impoffible, to
keepe good confcience in forfeicures of
bonds,and in lorfeiture of lands, furety - fhips,
fines, rents,and fuch kindc of ations, unleife
there be due regard had tothe pragtice of this
publike equity. Mentherefore muft conlider
thatthey are Chriftians, and live in a Chri-
ftian Commonwgalch; And they muft not
ftind onely vpon the law, and theadvantage
that the law gives. As thay arezen, thoy
have alaw of the countty, which may allow
excremitic; bue as they are Chriftians, they
live under alaw of God, the eternal law which
muft judgethem ac the la@ daystherighreous
law, which no creature fhall ever beeableto
blame of injuftice,cr of extremitie; and men
muft know, that God himfelfe commands
this equitie of enz man to another.

But ifmen, for the feare of God, will not
.deale eqmally andmoderately, with them that
are intheir power;but ftand ftri@ly upon for-
feitures and other excremitics; then muft che
godly Magifteate exercifc his power, and by
the force of his autheritie, canle them ro mi-
tigate cheir cxcremitie, andto pue inpra@ice
that equitie which becommeth Chriftians.
And lec every Tudge and Magittrate know,
thatby chelaw of the eveilatting God, hee |;
notoncly may, butis bound thus to doe to |

them
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them who will not doe it of themtcelves, . Ir
may bee therefore good counfeh roall men
rather to pradifs chis Cariflian. Equuic of
thamielves, then to bee compelied. co it by
authoritie:for every verue andgood worke,
the more free and voluntarie s is; the more
acceptable is it co God, and inorecommen- |
dable betore men: and ler all menremember,
nat whéreas theRri& words of mens lawes,
feeme co give themleave to urgeche exire-
midie, yeccannor thar «xeuic chem, Ror free
chem from the danger of Gods law, which
commands them 1o pra&ite {briflian equstie
ardmoderation.
Now before we make an end of this Pub-
like cquity, onc point is necetfary o behand.

Ied infew words.Some thay obic&, if mode- \-B

ritjon be intended, and incleded inour law, l
as weell, as excremury, why then is extrenvity only

wientioned in she low, and wot. thic wmitigarion,
which they doefo much urge ¥ntous: 2 The
antwerisready, Thelaw expreflech and or-
geth the extremitiz, to fray men chereby from
comming wichin the danger of theexniemi-
tiejand lech the Jeft ir fhould
bee an encouragemencto offind ¢ yecinten-
ding it as well 2s the extremitie, and leaving
itin the hand of the Magiftrate, to putin pra-
&ife,when juft occalion is cffered, aswellas
the extremntie, Hercin apprareth the great |
wifedome of che law.makers, our ancienr|
forefachers,who well and wifely forefaw, thac |

though mitigation beas necetlarie as exrremiz €

tie, and oftentimes more 3 yet becaufe of the
ill confciences of the moft men, and the rea:
dinetfe of all men to offend, thoughe it fircer
to cxprcl]'c the extremitie in pluine tearmesg
thereby ro keep ill men within checompalle
of ohedicnce, and clofely to leave the mitiga-
tion to the difcretion of the Magifirate. 50
then our law-giveisconcealed the mitigati-
on,and exprefled it not in their laws, in good
policie, and ro gaod purpafe. If wetherelore
doe onely take theextremity, weerake onely
onepare of their intent, and fhew our felves
unwife and Mallow witced, who cannocfee
che wifedome, which they clofcly concealed,
in wifeand Chriftian policie.

Heis not worthy the name of alawyer, at [

leaft of a Chriftian lawyer,much lefle worthy
the place and feace of a Judge, who knoweth |
not this, For if the law contained notboth
thefe, it were unrighteous; and fo no law, For
mitigation is for the good men, and extremitie
for the evill, the carele(le and unconiciona-
blé man : if there were no extremitie, how
couldthe evill man be kepe within compalle?
and how fhould the poorc honeft mun live, if
there were no mitigation 2 So then,it is war-
rantable by the word of Ged, and good con-
fcience;char extrémitie fhould be in torcc,and
fhiould (tand by the law, butfo as icalwaies
admit of mitigation, when needis. .
Lec cherefore our conclufion be, to exbort
every man, into whofe hands is put the exe.

A

cution of lawesyto fhew himicife as wife,in evx
ecuting them, as were our forcfathorsin the
making of chem: that is, as- well to regaid the
Misigation.which is concealedyas the Extreminy
which s expreffed:fo fhall thelaw-makens wife
inteatbe pertormed, publike cquitic prefer-
ved: andmuch Injoftice and bdrd dealing pre.
venred, - -

Now inrogard of this, that hath beene de-
livered touching publike Fquitie, lawyers

muft not chinke,thac Thave gonebeyond'the
compailc of my calling, and cncroched upon
cheir liberties. For they are to know, tharthe
1awes of men, arc policiey but Equity is Chii-
ftiznitie. Now Chrittianitie was,before there
were any lawes of inen:& cherfore they huft
bee ordered stcording to the rulesof Chri
' ftianicie. Againe, Dwvines'muft cake lawyers
advice,conceiniag Exrremitie and the lecter of
thedaw : govdseatdn then that Jawyery eake
che Divines sdvier roacking Equiry which is
the insent ofirbe bow, Missadiver, their lawisbut
the mirittcry of equirp; bs our low vhe word of
God is el snwof Fyuity :tharcforethe
principall wles.of Equitic,” mutt chey fedeh
trom our lawirt confidesing thar Jaw without
| equritie, is plaine tyrannie. " Laftly, in the firft
Chriftian’ Commonwealch. that ever ‘waty
namely; the lefes, the Divines, thac is, the
Priefts. of thofe dayes,werecheonly lawyers:
for cheir:pofitive Jawes were the judiciall
lawes, given by God himfelfc, whoteinter-
precers were the Pricfts and Levites. Ifthere-
fore, once’the Divines hadto much to doe
with poficive lawes, it may nor now bee
tlought amille, if they giveadvice ont of the
word of Ged,touching’ the equall execution
of the lawesof men, .

And fo much touching the do@trine of
rub‘;vkc Equiue, grounded upon the word of

cd, -

Naw followeth the feccond kinde of Equi.
tic, called privare; namely thar which isto be
exercifed beewixe man and man, in dheir pri-
vare ations,

Bur ere wec'goe further,fome may. demand
the difference betwixe publike 2nd privare
ations, Privaceadtionsof men are {uch, as
are ptallifed among R men, wichoueany help
of thelaw : as contrariwile, publike attions
are fuch, as cannot be performed but by the
helpeofthelaw, andthe hand of the M gi-
ftrate, Whercupon it followeth; thar publike
aflions may bee becwixt private mien, and
privace aftions berwixe publike pertons:
thera isa publikenctfe and a privarencils (as
1 may terme it) boch of men and ations.
A manis private, untill hec bee exalred unto
Io’ome euchoritie, in Church or Common-

wealth:then he is a publike perfon Anz@ion
is privetesis long as it isbegun and handled
betwixtiwowen, and needech not che pub-
| kewaice, nor cetifare of the law to deter-
| mine t, and thea icis publike, For example: 2

Magiftrate may have dealing with an ocher
. man,
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| privace action,becauic they doe it,not asthey |

| there isa privaseiaction becavist publike per- |

3, ortwo Magiftrares together Ii they de- (A
reninine it togerherberwixr themtelves,irisa |

cre Magiftraces; byt as they are men : -andfo |

fons. So a privace man no ‘magiftrate, may |
heve a tre(patie,s debe; aforfritiire, orany o
theradtion or demand againt anotherman::
wherein {becau'che cannot beme co aredfo-
nableand equalltnd; by private meanes hec’
eraves the helpeof the law,and thevoice of.
chie Magftrare » and fo here isa publike aéti-
on berwixt privase men. {Now this vertuc of
Equjggicfppitech rigt the. publikenes or pri-
vatenciic of theparfonsy bait of tli¢ actions »
thergfore as thauid Publike Bquitic, which is:
exercifed in the detgrminiing ofpublike a @i
ons,which comsto she judgsmentof shelawi.
fo thae is privase Equity; which is praBlifed:
in'the managing’ of: private. Adtions, which.
are begun and: conaluded -privacely beewixe
man and mun, and.peve eometo publike
hearing,nor triallof thelaw, |

«{Now les us come 1o fearch, more neerely
into the natare of this vettue,. Privare equisy
f&a paoderate évenandegiall carriage of a mans

dulnetfe of wity fufpitioufneffe; dcfire: of |
praifc, and (uck like. - Thefe and many other
nzturall fnfirmities, mufd 2~ Chriftian man
bedre and. rolerate pariently in thore with
whom heeconverfeth, as with bis wife, his
childe, his fervant, his frieadyhis neighbour,
&e¢. And fo long muft hé beare with them,as
theyare kepe within a mieane; andbreake ot
out ino excremitie. OFthdfe the holyiGhoft
{peakicch, Prov. 19i3 175 is she glory of amen
9 paffeby am infirmicthaci§, if he téerhin his
brother weaknetlcs of nature, which docnot
arife from fedded "malice) or gankred corrupti-
on, It isa mans glorie and praife,. dwaicifo
farre” to'moderate himfelfe, 25 not to fee
them, nor to take notice of them; atleaftnot’
to beemoved,. nordifguicted acthem'=1ahd:
ofentimes,fo titdleto regard them, as though
they were not'done, To this end faith the A<
poftle, v Coriis v Lovefufforeth all shing sithar
15, allthingsthat may bee borne with:good
sonlcienee;md aredone by them whom we
love. Now: -ary:thing: my. bee borne widy
good conlaiericeyyhich is ciohér fo privarejor
fo fmall; that thewrong ischely ours, and.ne

filfesin alibis, privatesiords exddedy, towmrdn
allsghee men,andalsheirwords and deeds Fift,
by it is: {4 weoderaty caviage).of amans felfe, |
that it, berwixt borh extreames, neither bea.
ring, allthings, nor revenging ‘cvery thing,
Secondly,l {ay cowards 4l otber memwhereini
T comptchend sl men, and' all fores of mens
husbands, wives : Magiftrates, fubjedts : tea-
chers, hearersimafters, fervants : parents,chils
dren: men,womeu,neighbours intawnes,fel-
lowesinfocieties, in fervice, in lebour.. Ira
ward, nonea ¢ excepted, who any. way doe
live or converletogecher, but of themiall it is
erue, ¢hat if chere be not a modera-ion, .and-a
forbearance one of another, there can beeno
peace among Tthem, bue their bves. fhall bee
all{as is were} a hell upon the carths

Seeing therefore, the neceffity and excel-
tencie of this vertue is fuch,,thac the die pra-
&ice of it is the arnamect of families, andfocic-
tirs, and the comfort-of 2 mans lifein this
world; letus enter into amore partieular con-
fiderationthereof, Private Equity hath foare
degrezs, of principall duries.

Firft, cobeare with naeuraltinfrmiries, -

Secondly, to interprer doubefull chingsin
theberter parr,

Thirdly, to depart from our ewne right
fomerimesz |

Fourchly; toforgive privateand perfonall |
wrongs, © - . B

Otalitheicbriefly, 2ad inorders; ..

The fiift dutie of privare Equitie, is to
beare with the defe S ¢ and infirmities of wrens na-
swres; with whom wee live, as long as they
breake nar out into any grear inconveni-
ence,or enormitie. Thefe infirmities arema-
nifoid: asfor example:frowardneffe or moro-

o

| firy of maaix: hattin.tleyflownetJe of conceit:

| dome and. the feare of God 5 ardchur rhuft

| confciences; by confidering the nature of

thewehy enfueth to Gods glorie;
nor ill example to:the Churéhrs all fuch
thingslove fuffererh, And'indced it is che '
propertic of + true love, to palle by many,.
wanys: and'the more thard Chriftian ixvoons|
ted in truc love,the more infirmicies will ke
patle.byyin them whom heloves the fettech]
no lmits ta himlclfe;howe thang,or how long:!
to! beare, ‘but xwen all char. arcinfirmicies of |
naruret many, hard words, many angrie fits, ;
many necdielléfurmifes,many unkindnedles, |
will hepucup: and (a5 it were ) mot fee chem,
whcfebeat 1spoffetled with rrue love, wife

every. one doethat will practice Chriftian -
gwitie; Forchis i¢mans glory; and corumen-
darion, Levuslay this dodtriné neerer to onr

this vercue in fome few exam les, L
“» A man Fath'a wife,or a woman 2 husband,
mn whom' there is che feare of God, and ho-
neftfaichfull love, but hiee or fhe is fubjedteo
anger, or to haftinetls, or'to an auftericy in
cherr behaviours, or it may bee icis notin
their naturesto pradtice thofc cucward com.
plements of kindneile, whieh ochers can doe
withgrea facility. Thefeand fuch like, aze
bur weakeneiles.of nature, in chem that feare
God: therefore muft love cover them, and
beare with them,and ofrensimes not tak e no-
ticedf themy andthe rather,becaufe he o the
thachath noc fisch, hath eicher the hike or
greares weakneiles, allwhich if onc foibeare
not-in anoher, itis.nor poffibie to live.ia
peace and comfore. Bur if chis pare of Equitie
were prafticed,icis fcaree credible how much
ir would sugmene che happindle,snd addé
t0 the comfortof them thatare married.
Againe, 2 gan hatha fervant carefull and
willing enough o obey and pleafe his ma-
er,
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| wey,inconference hold it alw

riflion Equisy.

fter, alfo crufly and faithfulliburheeisflowin

A

: ledy and cankred ca;up:im, Sceondly, if
heywhom we fotbeare, containe i
 Wetorhe

his bufinelley, and doth difpateh chiings ap-
pointed- him, tacheminde of his maft

fopeedily,not(oresdily;narwirkthat facilie

| ri¢yas his mafker requirceh,- Wihat.it radece
| done in chis cafe.? T alce.ity andalwains ta

checke bimfority and to gall-and gird hism

| wich it, & everrobe caft ng itighisteeth; &

whegaening him. for it; s the exsretrinie which

'hergthe Apoftle condemniéth. The , Equirie

theo in this cafe cobe perfortoed; s, inconfi
deracion thar fr is ot a fauleef malice, butof

 natufe, not of idbnefTa nor castlefneile; bue
‘of a naturall -‘weakeneile, the Mafter muft
. | gontly eelthim of it and privately 8¢ feldome:

and advifchim, whar are.she beft helps for
sureinthis eale. And though heefeenot

' thatfpectly emendment, which hee defireth,

yerisheeto beare with him, 23 longaslicis
erultie,diligent, ducifull, and-willing; and for
chofc fo many geod -proparticsy hec. muik
bease with his wants, and not beetoo fharpe,
G'i:ber in reproving, of in correQting him for
them, . L .
Tache third place : A mag hath occafion,
to conferrcoften with another. man, by rea-
fon thac they are ncighbours; or fpeciall
friends, or of the fame calling, and.courfe of
life : buit one of sheam is Haflic, & fooreangry,
anditmay be.in his talke, cither for thie mats
ter or the maser of ir; e kansiot bue fhew his
anger, Extremity in chis cafe, is, for 1 mantg
deste roughly wich him, toconmdictand
croffe him, 10, deny what he faith, to.ftand |
{iifly coour ownd opinion; snd ipbeangrypa.
gaine withhim, - P
Butonthe other fide, Chriftian Equity rear
chech a man not gofec it, morrake norige of
it, mor to beangric sgaine, nor 1o checke him
forit; butte pur-ir off by gentle words; foft

| demands,and otherralke: &1ayecldro him,

as farre as s man.miay doe,in goad conlcience.
without betraying of cthe: truch.:: And by the
ies for aruie of
Ghrjftian wifedome, and private Equity, ne.'
verta ftickefbfly to any opinion, unleffe i
being plaine wueh,& of grear momen.Now |

shusdaing to.qur brother, . and fparing his1"!

weakene(ls, ond continuing om our fpczch,as,
thoygh we fawnotchathe.wisangry:herehy

ol

doe not: eXceed,
aot breake ontinto any butrage, or extrenij.
tie: forithen chey are not-to befosborne; buc
to bre twld, and reprovad for chemyanda |
mmd:? ‘it not o winke at theni,bur to take
noticerof them; and o fhew opendifliceof
thém, 1Butin as much as chefeare wihs of
nature;: asicis infnmitic in cheonero Sew
them;@icistheglony. and'prsifc of theo her;
€6 pardon them: yeait it teken of wifedome
& good gevernment; anda figne-chat 3 mari
isalovir of peace;. and confequently.ofircli-
gion;and-of God himfelfé, to paffc by chem,
The praftifc of this duty, maintines peace
in ki’n{gdom:, countdes, faces, cities, cole
Teges, tamilies, and all focicries of mert, Thus
much for the firft ducy. .

Thefecond dutic of private cquitie is, tb
confirueandinserpres mensfliyings that are deubie
| fallyin the better pare, of po[‘l?bly itniay be: this
isto beunderftood of all mien, chough they
beour enemies: and this mu a man dos,if he
will live in peace in this world.

Qur; nature is given to take men at the
worlty so deprave mens decds and words;and
to perver chem to the Worft fenfe thac smay:
be ad chis is commonly the caufe of debate
anddiffentionintheworld, ...

Butche dutic of Chriftin Bquiit.is ¢on:
srarie hereunto; namely to chinke the beit
they can of slimen, tocontruc all donbefull
aftiond in the beteer pare, and ro smakethe
beft fenfe of all doubstull fpeeches,if wehave
anyprobablentafon.a induce usto it, The
Agoftic makes. this the properiice of Jove,
Cor,13.8. Love thiskes et evall.thac is;not one
ly thenyswhen thereismanifeft & good<aufe
o chinkéwoll, bue whenitis doubefull, ific
may bysny meancs havea good maning, if
by any means,ic may be wall choughe o love
will make amanthinkevwell of it:& the more
fpecially a man loves another; the (thoth e-
qually, indifferendlyand'Chriflianly , will he
incerprar gl his (ayingsanddoings. The war
of this.dwy, and che ptadife of «che consiary,
is the eaale.of more srowbids, sumults, gare
gaiks.winga our, &bt barnings;inkuw g-

it foglaries; andfamlics, be,

thegonferance hnlds on,ang lovess continue
sdnsafore. But if congariwife,wee takeche
sdvantageof hisinficmide,mmd difplay it, and

spbhim forir,if we be a thotsxhr,and Rand |
{hifly upon . poitices. theh. che donlerence s |

broken off withous edificarion, and:hears- |
burning rifgth beewixt shem, jnftsad of trye
Jovs, Thuswefeein thele cxampleshaw iny
Lhriftisg.modetasion, we dse toheare,and ip
forbearcthe ngrukall wesknelles of ourbra.
thren, ifwee purpafe to ljvedn any comfor:g
with cthom in this world, .t Lp

. Xet this forbearance M‘ﬁeﬂithsw‘
onditions. Firflyehgc she(emanss. bk waps of|
nscurey not of melice, nor of pld; roored, fes-

S

] Qer"inmpmldon' of Rasids ambaily shy
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i Homds: gag Hrackicer Andi\che Amm'

swixc/manand many chen any one thingin
che watld befides. Dealing thiss: wich the
wardsebfChiilt colt hinvhis lifc: fqr when
Chrift3idsDieffray this semplz, and £ 2iwitd
¥ in thweoddipsheyindseprered it of the Tem:
pleof lc?{ﬁlgm: whur:s |l_m meineof the

leoEhiskodic, A dfins

his.ntightionr kirig, Aavis, was the:caulivof
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and intalligencersytofindc our the weaknetfe i

anocher manstagings snd dvingd, as of thiné

ofthe landk cannoc be fpoken,whacbroiled; | | owne. Tomakcaniend ofdhis poine: Inthe
burliburlies and confufions in kingd erfc Felng dueg,iewd cauiond maft
what contentionsin Common wesitis,whae | | be. remembrad st that wee fpeake not of |
fa@ionsand divifions in colleges and:foch pinued eoiWes, in doi

ties; what difquictneffein families, whatuns
kindne: and falling sur among ald Riendsy
and what feperation sVeR 2 them chae
fhould. bee neercft, asedaily intheworld, by

g arfpeaking evill;
buc of particular {pecches andradtions @ for
mocan. sftion. di-gfpecch, bat uhe courle-of
life fhewes Whata mar is vbneewill fpeech or
§Mnn msy beexeufed,buta dontinuzduom’q

P

reafon of this finifter i'u- if-mcns

doing or fpdakingv ‘evilh, sifayr bee bymo

words erid decds, Waelerefe P
fetle our felves the children of $mnfh
learne to make confeienee of thisy the due
pratice wherofis the confervation of peare.
Anddaccher in thisdutie, oricthing mere
is ro bee remembered; namely, thacweg muft
not givetoo fharpe. scenfure, evenof che o«
penand manife evill fayings, or deings of
ourbrother : wemuft not judgethem tobee
done carelefiy, when ic may bec they are done
ignorantly : nor deliberately, wheni nuy"bc

excaftd; Becondly, wee
fipeakee gor of nmniifeft and publike enovmi-
ties, g3 of wekfons againftche Princeor fever |
Borchereink mry be: exoets coche Princdy
and hustfilbio the flace, tohave thiog | .
aolouted, éoncealed; or excafed. B fuch '«

{zsywe muft fex afide bur duty @ our brocher;:
and remembir our dury to¥hehead & whele
bodie = and beeer it i, thacone membenbee |
cut off, shen thacshe whole bodie pesithibue
we (peaké oﬁprizn'e ::ﬂl wirds or deedsithe

they are_done rafhly: norp p y
when itmay bee they are done upon infirmi-
tic + norto be done upen hatrad or malice to
us, when it may be they ave done foranother
caufe: nor may we judge an cvill. thing, tobe |
Conrforwant of confcience, whenitmay be,
ivis domie for waat efheedfulnes: buralwayes |,
we fuft remember, td make the beft wiee cany
evenof another mads fnfimitics.. And as,if
ourbrocher: d3e well s are eo:ccknawledge
it,ahd £ompmend himpfor inSoif hedo amitfe,
we mufkrior make i werfe then iviss:
‘But'the world isfayre too blime hereins
forthaydan cxrollthe owno welldoing,and
wwéneib waies cxcbfe.cheir eviihdoing : byt as
for othermen, they.ean debafe their willde
ing andadvancecheir evilldoings magicis 2
commion thing, comake a bidde man worfe
thenhecis, and tofpeskeofan evilladtisn,
andof sens faules worfe chen theyare yeato |
{peskicworfe, evem of il men then:they de+
ferve.But it is Aactmfuttice,noc onelyto fpeak
evilloftlar thar il?od, but cven &6 make
en évill thing woifbrvhen icis, Many cales
chereare; wherdid aman is bounid, sto make
cthebefbhe can,of 2 bad petion: but emakeir !
worlechen it isythereis no cafe,wherin a man

théz; - Hany manreply, and fay;bannotie
fpaze my felfe,nor excafe my cwackmic;but
to jubge 26 hardiy ef Ty ownefapings and
doiiﬁs,aﬂhcy delerve, why thed thouldinet
alfotoe fo to anotjren \‘»“l'b_e}r@vﬂ‘k:hadﬂ
Beaaufe: h e Y (0

well s as drimelfd, thwords amdlick :

sviliafid b h o privatd
men And.in‘them we fpegke ot of manifef}; |
grofic,and palpable crimes, wherein norone:
ly.chie ation is plaindy avill, bur cheirintént
aifo: for ro excuizor conceaiejofto extemuure
 fuach, is to make otir felves 2t cfarie cothee:
ill of chemsBut we (peakruf ddubiful words
or devds,whertin tither dhivittion it felfe;or
atche leatythe incentiofin oy reeeive a libes
ly excufe, aadz probable iatérpreration of
vod, * TURALYRMIT L aena

" Andunto thefc, ewo caurions, sdde thus
muchfarcher) thae the pradthee of this disdr,
rorche maft pare.caafech; iwhen cheMifte
isto worke upon the confcienee of on impe | |
nitent or a prefBlinpcaons (arer: for then hee.
I8 nOX w Mok erave or mitigace; to* tolous
excule o letfenor exrenudte jislivnes b ro
fpeakéof finne:asie defervier, andivo lay ent
his finnes intheirowne colours, thar fodide}
any humble him, and calk him downe. ;
»* Butoutof thefe threc eafes,rhis ducy fyeth:
pon all men,’ st 4l times toineérprer cvery,
thing in the bereer parr. So then the concli-
on of thisfeabrid duty is chis ki Riohs 4ppa-
| remly good,are co. be conmiendd, doalsetal],

RIT LI
[N

: D'lare o bes confirued!in thasbett (enfe, apph-
maydoeit, withoue plainc injuriotdhisbrol | <1

danidy writlare to be:madeno worc th®ehey
e, buttaghertebeoxcurdimad e uwal |
whies i berYpéilio-too wellthicios evallbf |
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law hec mighe require. Wichout this Equity,

445

A Irh:nanl‘w;er, that noron;l; Ehrill, but o

Tuftice and peace; cannot ftand.Chrift our Sa-
viourgave a notablc cxample hereof in pay-
ingtolle, Mar.i7.27. Chrift-necded not to
have done it, nor could any law have compel-
ledhimto it,yet becaufe hee would nor trou-
ble the publike peace,nor give chem occafion
of contention,he yeelds from his right, and
paics them tolle;al Chriftian men muft learne
by his example, not to ftand alwayes upon
their righe,it chey wil continue peacein Gods
Church. Itis not fufficient Chriftianity, nay
icis avary wicked fpeech, which wee often
hearemen (peake, Jt is myvight, and therefore
1 willnos lofe is: fo might Chrift have {aid,and
ifyou looke the place, you fhall finde, chac
hefirftofall arguech the cale, and concludes
that heis frec, andnot bound to piy; and
yettaith Chrift, Rather then I will offend them,
or give thens sanfe to thinke wor e of me,or my do.
&rine, Iwillpayie. Even fo multa Chrittian
maninmany cafes goe from his righr, and
that forthe maintenance of publike peacein
the commonwealih,and of private peace one
manwichanother.

For the maintenance of publike peace;
¢hus muft men doe in Publike Conferences,
asin Parliaments and Counéils, and fuch like
generallaffemblics, wherein the feverall opi-
nionsof men are to bee delivered; and thus
muft men doe in bonds, forfeitures;borrow- |
ing,lending, lefing,finding,buying, iclling,in
leafes,fines, rents, & all manner of bargaines,

. Andfor the maintenance of privace peace,
men mult in cheir moft private s&tions,one
yecldtoanathcr, in fuch chings, wherinthey
mighe ftand,and oftentimies be contented ro
Tofe thatthat is their owne; and in confeien: |
ces mult a man oftentimes fuffer himlelfe to
b= crolfed and overthwarced ist that,of which
heismeit certaine, andto grant chat to be,
which is notyand that not to bee, which hee
knowes to bee, it che matter be of fmall mo
mear,and concerne not religidynor che Rtate
many fuch things muft a Chriftian man put
up daily ac che hands of his brother for the
. maintenance of peaccand loveamong R chem.
This is adoérinc litlcknowne, andlefTe re-
'garded incthe world; for i is agencrall opi-
nion,that a man may take his owne, and may
lawfully fland upon his owne righe, (which i
it be mieant generally inall cafes,ismoft falie)

hais eflecined agood man, . who raketh: ho

c

nay, chisisa common fpacch ofi all men, 1|
dersannd biit myrighe, Iwitlnos loferay -raght : | -
‘and chisisthought a tealonable fpecch, > and{ .

ther holy men have pradtifed chis dutie, ‘for
- he paidtollc not onely for himfelfe, buc-for'
Peseralio.  And thereisa norable eximple
of this duty in Abrabam, who when his bro-
ther Lorand his fhepheards could noc agrec,.
wiscanrent to depare from his righe: for |
whereashe being the clder mighe have cho-
fen firft,he nowwithftanding ftands not upon |
thac, but bids his brocher Los chore whether
hewill,and he will take whar helerveth, ' A
moft equall, Chritlian,brocherly pare of that
holy ebrabam, whole faith is fo much com-
mended inche Scriprures.If we cherefore will
becalled the childrep of Abrabam. then muft
weebefollewers of him in his worke:, and
mamely in <his; weemuft ofcentimes depare
from our owhe righe. .

Inche pradticeof this duty, one cantion
oncly muft be remembred, namely, th.s wwee
muf} diftingwifl of anoshers vight and owr owne, In
thy owne right thou maift yecld, but when '
thou arcto deale for anather man,$hou muft «
not yeeld 1o much, nor beeeoolavifh of an- |
other mans rights bucthis caution holdeth, !
cipecially when che cavfe is not ours, buc |
Gods, or his Churches; for when it is fuch a
truth,which diretly conccracch the honour
of God, or the good of his Church, thea
mufta man take heed heyeeld nor, wichout
warrant from Gods word, Foras it js Equity
oftentoyeeld thy right, fo to yeeld in-Gods
caufes isto berray che eruth, I thereforethou
maftnot give anorhersmans right fromhim,
withode liis confenrymuch lefle maycit ehou
witkout warrant from €od, yeeld any ching
atall.ot his righe fom him, This dury there-
iorcistobe performed in a@isns thae cori-
cernc our felvies, and ' hercin the lofle is hae
Gods, or his Chun ches,but our owne. Bueit
is lamentable to fee many men, “how 1avifh
they areingiving irom God, and care het

- how muchriicy lofe of his glory s but - fand

| meftitriétiy upon their owne points,and will

Inotyeeld onc inch, nor lofe one foore' of

{ theirownerighe, andfrom heree comes fo

ymany fuites in law, and other brabijng con.

 rencions in che worldyall which, ormany of
[} them mighe be ftayed,it men had bu contei-
ence 1o pradtice this Chritlif Equity,to yecld
oné t0 anoflisrin macters of their owne, and
ot fmall momaentsand it is cerrding, chdt if
men inthe worldwéro nor periwaded, loe
by religionand coniéienze, fome by naturall
reaforrand policie;: (o' pradife chis dityy ir
waahoe poffible for the focletic ofmen Rnig |

B

maorg than his nghc: - for oft men
tnd o fi@ly upon their rightschac they

goe further chan cheir right reached Burthing

is4 vary carnall :pragt

as wee heard befione.'; But: if angituan objeft;
thas she eximpleof Chrift isnobsobindd §s,

wasikn peife

7 3

td an A y
th Scriprure,and by thie cxample of Chridly{

bacawfs-licis che M:dim"n.gr,h:d!w'_-l;px&fwz ;

He

chird degivay . o -
i |1 Thetowd ond lafb degree of Privite E:
| quity, ik dfiebucie wd 1o firgive wrong Snd bl
jarissdonentiousin woldiand dedd. $TRé
Skriptuscis psiee fovichis, 3067 #hearH)’
i | roafonswhichweachet ) Hhig: ity bite/ehie

ridn ol malabould foritd e,

! nenong,
the earchy50 much for the

and-

ther, bebmfehic being k mirr; may deferve
. —— - P p ——




oA Treatife of (briflian Equity.

andftand in neede of che fame himfclfe, and
therefore isto doc as he would be done uato :
-Bur efpeciallya Chritianman;, who lookes
for forgivene(Tcat Gods hand for his ewne
finnes,muft necdes forgive his brother, So
thattoa Chriftisn man, there is a double
bond or reafon, to tic him tochis duty. Ome
isasheisaman, cthercfore muft heeforgive
himthat offends him, that fo another man
may alfo forgive him when he offendeth. For
there isnone, but being a man,. and living a-
mong(tmen, he moftneeds offnd. Another
more forcible reafoniis, as he isa Ch_rifhan,
therefore muft he forgive, becauleelie, how
can heinrealon demangdor pray for forgive-
neffe st Gods hand for many thoufand offen-
ces of hisowne, andthole exceeding great,
whenanother man cannot obusine forgive.
nefleachishandsfor s few {mall offences ?
This duty is of greacer acceffity than all che
tormer : tor upon pra@tice of this,depends the
prefervation of peace:  but where this is not
pradtifed,Mere is noreligion, norconfcicnce,
nor falvation: for where thereis no forgiving
of another man, that man is not forgiven at
Gods hands. And hee whofefinnes are not
in Chrift forgiven, and taken away, thac man
18 in the ftate of damnation,and till he befor-
given,hecanneverbefaved ¢ but he canne-
verbe forgiven, till heforgive his brother:
aud (o itis plainc, that even falvation itfelfe,
in fome forr, depends upon the prattice of
this dusic,yer not as a cauie,but as a figne,or
an ¢ffe&t of falvation, For this is no: true, chat
wery onc whofargives,is forgiven of God,
but thisis trueythae whofoever is forgiven of

| inrealon, nor inreligion,cana msn locke for

+ forgivenetTe himfelie,unletle hemnake confci-
ence to torgive another, Yea, God hath made
every man a ludgz of this calc, to condemne
himiclfe, if hedoeic noc when he prayes eve.
ry day, that Ged would forgive him even fo,
as he doth forgive others;

Ve inthis duticof forgiving outward in-
jutics,two cutions atero bee remembred. ».
That thereisarime whena man is not tofor-
‘beare,& futfer,bue may (tand upon his guard,
and defend himfelfe from the iniurie : and
that is,when hislite is endingered, aswhen a
man isatfaulted by a theefe, or by his deadly
encmy,who feckes his life,and can have no
helpe,he is in chat cafe tohclpe himfclf, when
heemutt cither kiil orbee killed, thenreafon
and religion bids him defend himfelfe: and
being in that cafes that a mun cannot have
the Magiftrates helpe, that beares chefword
for his defence, God puts for chae time, the
fword into s mans own hand, and makes him
2 Magiftrate for the cime, and acesflon, For
inafes of fych cxtremitie,God allowes every
man to be a Magiftraze, not omcly to defend
himfelfe, but even sokill his enemie, if icbee
insoﬂibk any vy elfeto lavehis owne lifes-
- and chis defence of a mans felfe, hinders not

! God,will forgive his biothernSo then,neicher |

A the dmy of forgiving; forfofarre mufta man
forbeare and forgive, that he becfurcto de-
fend hisowne lite,

Inchefecond place,though a man forgive
| the injurry and wrong done unto him,yet may
i hefafely infome cafes goe colaw for recom-
pence of that wrong. It isa devillifh opinion
in the world, thata man cannotgotolaw, &
be in charity : we muft know,chat 2 man may
'I:no lawsand yet bein charity: for to forgive
themalice, and to fueforrecompence, are
thingsindifferent; I is noc fo much charitie
to forbearc the recompence, as it is to for-
givethe malice. If therefore a-man forgive
not the malice, heisouc of charicie, buc hee
may (uc for {atisfa&tion, andbce in chariric,
TheScripture forbiddeth not mens going to
law,but rels them how they fhould doe irjlaw
is nor evill, though contentious men, and un-
conicionable lawyers, have vilely sbuled it :
bur is Gods ordinance, and may lawfully bee
ufed,fo it be on this manner : :

Fift, it muft nor bee for every trifle, every
treipatle, every ill word; burinchele cafes a
man is both to forgiveche malice, and ro re-
mic the recompence,becaufc he islitele or no-
thingatall hure by ic. For example, A puore
man fteales a lile meac from thee in his
hunger,let thelaw take hold of him, burpur- |
fue chou himno more for it, than by the law
thou needs muft. Againe, thy neighbours
cattelldoch erelpatle chee,chou muft noe goe
tolaw for ir, the malice beeitmore or leile,
thou muftiorgive in Clrittianiry, & fercon-
fcrence Iﬂc,andah:damagcis fo fmal,as thac
therefore chou maift not goe to law forit. For
the law is abufed inbeing executedupon eri-
flesy and thoft lawyers fhame themiclves,and
difhonour their profcflion, who are willing
that every rrefpatle of fixpence damages, bee
analtioninthe law : thisis oneofthe caufes
of the bafe and vile namesthat are given to
thehw, and lawyers now ad:yes, becaufe
the law is imploycd upon fuch trifles. And it
istobe withed, thar the fupreme Magiftrace
would eake order to veflr:ine this generall
evily that contentious men,and uncontcicna-
blelawers mighe not contpire together, to
pefterchelaw with chefe cnfles; and chough
men be fo unconfcionable, asro runne to che
law for every trefpatie, yet fhould lawyers bz
fo conlcionable, and fo wife, as they fhould
diivethemfromchelaw againe. Tlurdly, thy
neighbour gives thec ill words,raifcch or car-
vieth cvill rales of thee : Equitieis, not to goe
to law for every evill word, but to confidcr,
that for che malice.thouart to forgive irg and
for the damage it cannot beegrear, becanfc
many mens congues 3re no (linder, rieither
are thou any thing worfe for .ir, efpecislty
whenhe dave not fland eorhoe hee hachfaid;
asfor themofbparechey doenor. -

.  Thefedond caution.in geing re lave, i thac
iemuftnos Hoeahe fift, bue che laft meenes
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of paace..Law iss kinde ofwarreyes chercfore
¢ . waire,
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war is to bee the laft meaaes of publike peace;
fo (hould the law be thélaft meanes to bec w-
fed,for the atcaining of private.peace. ~All
meanes muft beeried erechomgae vo law,and
if none will ferve,chen is che law ordsined for
thee,whereby tosecover chy right, and to
majncaine Equitic; foras to goe o law for ¢
erifle,or at the rft,is extremisse,and fo injuryy
forogoc to the law for a caufefiifficient, and
afeer.other meanes ufed in vaine,is Iufticcand
Equity,andno extremitie. - .
"-Here cherefore let oll Chriftians lcarne
how togoe td law; and the sachet I docurge
this poinc,becaufechelaw is notorioully abu-
fed,and icis almoft incredible what infinice
fummes and ndatles of money, .are daily fpent
initnioft unneceflarily;infomuch as the law-
yers doe exceed in wealth, any other fort or
calling of men inchis whole Realme, - »
For reformation whereof,lct men but learne
and pratifeche two former rules:- 1. Law is
nox ordained to be a Iudgeof evary trifle = ¢
isafhame to our law,that men be (uffered in
thecommon'wealch to arreft each ocher for
debies of fmal] valiie, fo as ten times, & other-
whiles twenty eimes asmuch is fpent for the
recavery of them, as che- principall is, Are
aot wee a Chrittian common wealch ? why
thenhave wee natche wifedome to appoine
anether, an cafier and a direéter way for.the
recovery of fuch debrs 2 and if thercbe no o«
therway, why duth nota Chriftianman ftay
for ic, ot lofe ic,racher than goro law for ir?- It
is:a fhame for our narion,that chere fhould be
avone Affifesover England, (o many hune
dred aétions oftre(p:l[%s, whe:ein the dam-
magcis liccleor noching.  Fo reforme chefe,

isa worke worthy of a Prince, and every man

fhould put his helping hand eq its
Secondly,let law be chy laftiemedy. This
rule il her foule miforder in our
land. Men arefued when cthey would gladly:
compound; when they would willingly facis-
fic by private order, they are compelled to
anfwereby law. And thereisa worfe thing
than chis: the law which (hould bethe lat,is
not onely made che fiift meanes, buc whereas
it fhould beopen and publike, itis ufed as a
clofeand fecrec meancs; it fteales uport men
(as the phrafe i<.) For men are fucd afore
they know, and great charges come upon
them, tu’*y arc told of it by them that
fucchem, Mkhis Equitie? yea, is it noc rather
extremitic ? and yec (alas) how eommon is it
in moft places.  Lec cherefore every Chri-
ftian man, remember his letfon here taught
by che Apoftle, Let your Equity be kmowne 0 all
man,But ic feemes chen,wil fome fay, that men
may not goe to law. I anfwer,chou majcft god
to law,though not fortrifles,yet for things of
waighr, as for the purfuic' of a nototious
thecfe,to his due and jufteriall; for thetitle of

thy lands:for therecovery of thy iuftind due-

debrs of value : and ef thy childs portion;for
the making ftraighe of great accounts: for

A
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the triall of thy goed mame,when thonart fo
{landered,and by furch, as chac thy credic is
publikely indangered:for thefe, & fixch like
canfes thou mayeftgo to law, when by ocher
moregaficmeanes, thon canft not procurea
reafoneble fatisfallion.. For chenicis unlaw-
full co fuc for the greateft caufe in the world.

Thecrush of all this do@trine dosh Pand
tesch ¢he: Corinchs, whom hee reproveth
of ehree faules. x.chac they wene co aw before
heathen judges,2. for every caufe, 3. they
ufed no private meances of farisfackion, buc
ran tethelaw acche 6t

Thefirtt of chefe cannot be our finne, for
we haveno heaches Judges, inasmuch as
our ftat¢ and governmient by the mercie of
Godisnot heachenith,but we havea Ciiniti-
ancommon weilth, Bat theother two are
thegenerall [ores of chis Land; Lt us there:
fore labour o heale them, andto cover our
fhame : lec usremember, thar wot cxtremine;
but Equiese becomes a Chriftiansand ket every
man take heed of this,as he wordd be knowne
tobea Chriftian: fdr the knowne badge of
Chiittianitie,is merciulnetle: the morc mer-
cifull,the betrer Chriftian.For he hach tatbed
deeperof Gods merciesto himitlfe,8& there-
fore heis merciful to his brother; and the
worfe Chiftian, che letfe mercitull, forhe ne-
ver fele Gods mercies o himiclfe, cherefore
he cannot be marcifull co his brocher. Now
to goc to law for every trifie, or o fteale
law upon thy brother,or to fué him bétore
thou cffer him peace, ic arguesa hard hears,
and unwesciful!, and fartrom chis duty ot
forgiving; but tobe:Ioathto goerolaw.snd
toput it off as long asmay be,and fulkto give
warning,and ro offer peace, and not to doe it,
bur in marcers of waig he,ic arguecha mergi-ul
hearr, and fuch aoneasisready o forgive,
and fuch aoncinwhom the Spiricof GOD
doth dwell,

And chusFhope I have opened c¢his duty
of forgiving.and forbearing in fuch fore asa
Chiiftianmay feehow to praéhifc it, with c5-
fore to his confcicnce; and alio without any
grezeloflein this world, or huic to his eftate.

And chus masch for. the foure feverall du.
ticsand degress-of private Equitie,

Now having openéd the nacure and kindes
of Chriftian Equitic, let us proccede further
inthetext, Letyonr Equitic ("aich che Apo-
Rlc)be knosrneso a mes. The words impore,
thaeicisour duty, not onely to know chis
vertue, and the natute of ic, andcobee able
ro calke of ir, but in all our affairas publike
and private,and in all our dezlings with men:
foco put it in practice;chac men may feeic,and
thatic may be knowneto othermenjand thac
they miy be abletoarauch fb:m,txbx our
dealimg is upright, l, and - indifferent,
)'oyn; withp:":nitie :z:" thoderarion, and free
from extremiticanid oppreffion : chis is che
meaning of that which we are here comman-
ded by the Apottic. Andche tcafonwhy the

Ppa Apoftle
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| Apofticurgech us tomaksic knowne, is, be-
caufechere is a privy hypocrificin our na-
tures,whereby we are given to make thew of
morethanis in us’Againft whichvice wedo
truly labour, when wee labour to make our
vertues manifeftand knowne to the world,
that fo the cree may be knowne by his fruits:
heisa holy & religious man, noc who know-
cthand can talke well,but hewhofereligion
and holinetleis knowne in the world, and
feencof men: he is a mercifull man, of whofe
mercy mendoc tafte: So he isan equall and
upright man, whole Equity is felt, andtound
by them who deale with him. Lec therefore
ouraQlions with men ccftific the vertues of
our heare,chat men who live wich us,& deale
with us, may be able to fay for us, chac weare
polletfed wich chofe vertues, for chis is to bee
truly good, not when aman can fpeake well,
ortell of his ownegoodnetle,but when other
men feeir, fecleir,and fpeake of ic.

Hicherto of the meaning of che words.

Now that .which was Paw/s exhortation
rothe Philippians, fhall bee mine toalltrue
Chriftians, Les your Equity be knowne 20 al! men..
You have Icarned what it is, and how it is to
be prad¥ifed:: it now remaines, chat we con-
tent not our felves with the bare knowledge,
but take noticeof it, as ofa dodtrine brlon-
ging to us,and put it in pra&ice in all our dea-
lings, publikeand private, yes, and make it
maniteft cothe confcienees of all men, good
andbadsta chateve'y man, with whom wee
deale, may'taftc and tecle of our Equity, and
beable totcftifie of us, thar Equitic beares
1ule i ali our alions : thusif we doe, weare
Chriftians,not in name,and prof. ffion encly,
butin decd, and eruth. .

And to periwade us allto this Boly dury,
lee us ufe fome feow rcafonsto enforceit: and
amégltall chercafcns thar mighe be broughey
there is noncbetter than this here ufed in the
cext (The Lord i at hond,

But biforc we come to fpeakeofir, letus
confider of cne other,which doth moft natu-
rally inforce this exhortations and it is this :

God Mheweth moftadmirable Equitic and

ion towards us, th ought wee
to fhew it onetowards another : I isthe rea-
fon of the holy Ghoft, Be yemercifud, as your
Heavenly fasther is mercifull, Wondertullis the
moderation chat God fheweth to man, and it
appeares efpecially in fourechings, whercof
twe belong ro almen,and¢he other two con-
cerne his Church,

Thefirlt AQion of God, wherein he hew.
cth great moderation cowardsall men,is this:
A law was given o out Birft parents, Eate wot
z'tbilm,ifyu doe,gomdyefor is: and thata

ouble death, both of body and foule, But
they sre,& fo brake the law, and thereby did
dergoet i d: by force and
vertuc wherof they (hould have died prefent-
ly, the deathboth of body and foule, and this
had beene no Bxeremitie, bue Juftice, for this

C

A |wasduc unto them by the juftice of that law,.

which was given chem. But now, bchold
Gods Equitic, and moderation of the Tuftice
of that law, he ftrikes them not prefently, as
thecenour of che law, and their defere requi.
red,neither with the firft, nor fecond death,
burdeferres the full execution, laying upon
them (for the prefent) a leffe punifhment;
namely afubje@ion to the firfk death, and a
guiltinelle of chefecond, that is, of damnati-
on. Behold amarveilous mitigation, by the
tenour of that law, their bodies and foules
fhould both have prefently dyed, and beenc
caft into hell,but God inmercy fulpendsand
deferrs the,execution of it, and oncly ftrikes
Adam;s body with mortalicy,whereby he was

B | fubjecttoche fiufk death, and his foule wich

guilrine(le, wheieby he was fubjc& toche fe<
cond death; by whieh mitigatien. it ¢ame co
patle, chat as Adameby his repentance, afeer-
ward quite efeaped thefccond death, fo heé
caftednot of che firt death ill nine hundred
yearesafter, Ifa priforer counts ita merci-
fullfavour of the Prince, or the Iudge, when
afeer his judgement codye,heisreprived bue
oneyeareschen what 8 mercifull micigacion
wasthisin God, toreprive our firft parents |
forfo many hundred yeares? This was the
firft a&tion of Gods mercy to m>n, and chis

all mankind lly, bue cfpe-

cially Adamsand Eve.

But the fecond, doth misre nearely: con-
cerne.all men. So foone as man commits
any [inne, even then is hee guilty of exernall
damnation,becaufe he hath broken che Law:
forehecarfeof the law isnot oncly a guilci-
netle,but afubj=&ion o the wrath of God, |
prefently to be infli&cd upon the fianecom.
| mitted, without any intermiffion : fothac fo -
oft as aman (inncehyfo oft doth he deferveco
be plunged foule and bodie into hell,withou
! being fpared one houre, M cherefore the
Lord did caft ten thoufand into hell in one
houte,he did bur Tutice,for fothe law requi.
reth i buc fee the mercifull moderation of the
Lotd : clicugh we deferve every houreto bee
caftinto hell, yetis cvery houre and minute
of out lives,full of the mercy and moderation

D oftheLord: foasthough our finncs eric for

damnation prefencly, yet GO D ftayeih his
hand, and dothnot execute the fencence of
damnation upon the finner inflancly afcer
hisGnne,no notin one of ten thouland, buc
fparcth everie man many yeares, fome more,
fomeleife, but all more than cheirfinries de-
ferve, orthelaw requirech. We often reade,
and alwayesfinde,that God hesres thye cric of
finners: but wee feldome reade, thatGod
heares the crie of (in, for if he alwaies heard it;
when finne cries for vengeance to him, hee
fhould rurne usall into hellin onehoure: this
isa rfull patience and moderation in
Ged,and yet beholda greater,

For whereas weeby our finnes doe every
houre plunge our felves into hell, as a man

that L




thae violently: cafts. himfelfe into a gaping | A
gulfes fes Gods wonderfull merey; we am,ﬁ

ourfelvesin,and he pursus backes he flayeth
us with his own hand,&fo keepes us out.See
whatafea’ of mercics the Lord doth powre
upon man;for how can that but be an infinite
fea of mercies, which is fhewed tofo many
thoufandsof men: (o manytheufand cimes
in onchoure, It hismercy did not moderate
she excremitie of his law, there fhould not be
one man lefe.upon carch, bus allin onc houre
caineo hell : bur God ftayech his Juttice,and
faycth his law,yea, flay eth us,who our felves
would execute che law upon-our felves, &io
aft our fclvesinco hellhe keepes us our, and
givesuntopsalonger time to repenc, Atd
chisistrueinallmen: tofomehegives lon. |B
ger, to fordefhorter,but to every- one fome,
whereas the law gives nor one houre to-any
manynay, the law is {o farse from giving <ime
to.repent, that it admis norepencance acall,
nothough amian would linre buc once, and
inftantly afrerthac onc finne, humble him-

AT reatife.of ( briftian Equity.

fenraflood, .and fyept chem sll musy, Even
fovaed more pacienuly.hvh God futiemid usin
thete Jaetkr dayes, - Barthow comcs it o patle
then, will fome fag; thay we have not 5 Itmd
aswellas they? Surcly becaufe hismeray was
grgiumh:m, but wonderfull to uss weeare
asevillas they, yea, .if wee judge arigii, - and
confider duly all circumitances, our (fihes are
far more, yea, farre more hainous- thanhei. s
were; fo that we deferve a flood Yen tinies
more thanthey did,andif God dealr bt -
ly with us,where he brought one upon chem;
hefhoukd bring an hundred omus:. and:if i
flice bareshe fway,the thould (weep ussways,
one genesation afrer anocdicr, wivh €céntiny.
allflood. Bur marke the moderarion of God;
moret6 us than o them;, who . dereviweric
thanciiey. -Hegave us not an bundigd-and
twenry,buc many hundred yeares,and: bring?
us noflonds of fudgementsibu fpares usfrom
yeare royearc, andfrom agc co. age. tliae o
wemay cither repent and efcape hoHjorwlien

felicin repenrance, & crave forgivenetle, the
aw will not agcept him to favour, nor yeeld
forgivenetleynorallow his repenrancetforthe
law can doc nothing bu this, . eicher juttifie;
and reward himithac fulfilsie, .or cande
snd punifh higsthatbreakes! ic; farcher than
thischiel jofelfe goeth B
-silrisshicGefpetl which commandeth us; &
teacheth ustoBeleevr and:ropenty andco che
- Gofpell aro weeebeholdingforabeepting, our
nce,whick the law would never dods
which'isindeed fo farre fiomi.accepring re<
‘pencance,asit aeverintendechnor aimetlrae
repentance dire@ly in ic felfe::and therefore |
in iclelfe,itis worshily called The meiflery of .
| cosidemsmation. $¢ chen bhold 3. moft {tiaight
law, shdamotbmercifull Godé foftraighea,
law,as(ifthat mercic wergnot)icwould never
giveus onehourc torepentinnor receive ub.
1o favour, though we repemied prefently, bac.
prefencly updn Bur finnc cat us inte helh O
chercfore ade and fce howt gaod and grdcis:
.ousthe Lord is »thelaw cainot have hiscxe:
oremitie,now ehie devilt hiswill apon us, Who:
isthe Laylérafthd ladry&asmsticious,chbogh |
dhe law bojlftandso-by the ¢xiremity ofchie D
juftice of chreon,” and the dxmemity of the |.
maliceof theothier; no man thould irkc-ode
houreinthewarldy were mocfor:the werr-.
- derfulimeioyand wiligation| of: God; whs|
X y TN ;'*.—- .. 5 both:acs!
|| depeeth menwhanthey repeony: andyives alet
{bime to repciing » and MhahGo% priegl
jasin e befirisgwich Aduss,todn aibagesi:
: fo. the old kwdrkd, » after.miany- preacher |

e

. X ne our lelve i dom-
yandfo be:he prineipall cae 4t our
ownedeftudtion. - : b I e oya s
Iemay nor untitly béenoted. inring plce,
thac{omecime Godumy be (aid tocaft a'mur
ince kel dnd tpmetihe tran hirglehr: ‘Gos
throwes:a :man im0 ho; when “for fome
manftrops and contagicns finne, hev cakes 2~
way awicked man.n the tmidft of his- wic-
Lad 'l Y qoyy { M ) l‘gd h‘

hf i 5
> | fends hiimo hell, Bur -van plungély hutn

felfe into hell,when Gold gives himHeave: o
live, andlibaiti¢. and gimeto repent,burhce
continuech carelcfly:in liisfinncs all hee diey
and o cafte b himicliz #vokenely inco dams
naciony Now fach isiche tercitull modivasi-
onofGedl,i that for one man'whondnaskads
intahell (1s hecdid duimip:efonclp open llis

fin)an hundred wickedt e et shimreves
intaltelubriing chardme and i bereic vehich: |

hegavechenitd repenering-and 1o buingg
upon thesnfelves wiftdamuacion, Ldeaevery

-man cherefore everydayl fhis lifes whie

bee confiderceh: o eelamtinds  of fimoorhac
are commiicted chac-deggandtfeesh M fibod
of wauer, fire nor brimitoid 1o dortsapoinl

us, ) him Wonder ae430dd meveiosrawd iy |
withwhd®rophee, b inthoLodemireyelin we

arenosconfumed. Euithovmore, rhmwaifers.
ion'of God:to 2l miery; hehiatotheitheanch.

Everymansill confrienaisis tothiii ke vhe |

fire'ofhollstand doubnlefle - el wfimont 'df
conficace, ivapiredEehovery reall: thrkmeny
ofhetiol waw if-every*itn:'had: bud'fukice;
heelhouldfeele preieiy after evidits(init,
‘hﬁa-ykdr:mﬁu of. :hall, 'nmaty,.lh&iﬁmg'

ed arthe lefhyelrey haihblonefaved. +-But
:‘tn'in"vlinqihd vhescfdgeinthicend God |

ne

fent,ard mdey: ypouTes ks brnce; @ faguily g estikfelée s
. sany phoaiwrndd ip vongenvd; [ | bubies chomyeroy andinloddierion of Gaid; he
9ok Bod giveb vzl gcacesimre br®,how | | s el prufeily] Bovondhysiyealilve
wany illwhsof fmnes did digycommk:ap | | Geromsalpotciey oi wliclb plnig (s 19 wikie)
geinft i i@ hatxime #dnd yechind shopaed | | whirohd lgth e bl vagingdary of

theeotiviey lwBiol) (hehe fresdbvell

chad Wdponedrth ) Hebdbrenves cillche hoive
- Pp3__ .. of

g e
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449

——




450

- ATreatife of Chriftian Egnity.

therefore thou haft denc evill, and. fecleft 2
prickeinthy eonfcience,andia checke,but no
more, rememberchat even then, ifGed did

" [ of death, or the day of judgement. When |A anditis no more than our dutie, which noc~

ding of our fclves wee can doe no
inore; thanalitcle childe is able to carry o
milftene, yet if we willingly goe whea God

not moderace his Iuftice, thou (houlde fecle
the extreme horror of thy confcicnce,which
would overwhelme thee, asa burden, which
istoo heavy forthee to beare.

Thus chen wee feeche marveilons mercy
of God; wicked menare his fworne enemies,
for (inne is that which offends himaboveall
things in theworld, yet fo greac is his mercy,
and fobargeis his moderation, that even his

i1 enemiescafte of it every day and houre.

Thus much of Gods Equity and moderati-
onto all men.

Now fecondly, this moderate and milde
dealing of the Lord, is more fpeciall to his
Churchiand children s and that alfo fhewes it
felfeintwoattions, Firft of all, Iuftice requi-
rethchat every man (hould pay his deb ;and
common reafontcls us,shac words and pro-
mifes cannec patfe for payment, buc duc debe
muftbe fatished. Now every Chritian man
isinagreat debttoGod s that debt is sbedi
ence to bis lawifor Chift came to fave us from
therigour of the law, not to free us from obe-
dience toit : bur howdoc wepaythis debt 2

B

nandetlr us, and doe our indeavour,
andall we ean;and groancunderche burden,
and defire to doe more;this our defireand in?
deavour procécding from faith; and from ¢
forme-like willingneile,dotti che Lord accept |
forthe perfedt decd,, Thisis ne fmall modc.
ration,but great and wondesfull, For where-
aswee owe obedience,iand he mighe
juflly challenge it, and for want of i, make
us payic with fonleand all, he is content to
take a will, a defire and iideavour, which is
all weecan,and is in effeét noching at all. In
this world, that man would bic-exrolled fos
his mercy, who will take of his debror s pen.
ny aweeke, who oweth kim 100.pound : er
thae eakesall he can pay,and accepes his geod
minde for the reft: Oh then how mercifull
is our God,who for fo great offences, and (o
hugea debe,as ours is to his Majeflic, is eon.
tent o accepe of our indeavour, and hearty
defire the hearcand tongue. of man cannot
fufficicnly magpific fo grear mereie, Thug

muoh for chefirit,. . :
Againe, the mercic sndimoderation of
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even as:;:ddoth, who oweth b'ym houfa

'pounds and craveth to pay it by a. penny a
}y,:au,(ar fo wee owing perfeéb obedience in
thought,word,nd: deed, and alfo-puritic of
nature, the roote of all zwe(Fmeanethe beft
and-holi¢ft men of all). have nething o ten-

der toGod,but afew-good defires & groanes |/
' of che heart, and afilly poore endeavour s all |/

e

GoD ds. h pp chus ¢
Thereis not che beft men buchefinneth, and
there isnot afinne fo little,buc in juftice irdes
fetvech a whole world.of punithments,yca,al}
dhofg curfes denounced in the hw, cven all
thofc plagues threatned, Dews: 38. all which
it juftce fhonldoverwhelme hios,p-ele him
:dow, dorufly him to: nochisg. But be

which is unre thas whieh the law requi
Yet behold the mescy of God and his com-
paffion o his Children : thefe our defires,and

of our hearts, doth heaccept for perfet ‘Pli.
ments and that man who hath a hearr fear-
ing God, and a care and defire to plealc God
in all things,and inhis place and calling en-
deavoureth it accordingly, isthe man wham
God Joveth, and embraceth inthe armes of
his mercy,though he befar fromthat which
indebe and duey heeoweth to God. Thus
doth God ceftifie of himfelfe in ¢ Malachi

1
h, |;

like untoone penny unto ten thoufid pousid, |.

that ourindeavour comming from the eruch |

D

J-iscdntent rolsy:no more crofleson his chili
dren,cHari by hiisowne grace gwhich heeallo

: X ut
"holdih ifull:mod e(‘Gad, hee

givesthem, they flll bee able to undergoe,
andintheendcoovercomealfo, When his'|:
;lu'ld. e ﬁm':t. (as wlw; doe ch;ynori)a doth |/

ee punifh them sccording.to: the pra jon
of:l?euir finne? no: for th-‘h all lh:' cm‘of- '
hislaw fhould bee heaped upon themi for one |
finnejand ifheo didfoyhee did bue joftice :
nay, he deales fo with chem, as itis not bee:f)
calleda punifhmientar all, bug racher 2 oha}
fiifement :for 2 punithment muf beain fome
ionablerothe offence, but that|

[ 7 will (parcyon. evenas a father [paverh bss owme
fonnatbat fervesh bim. Now wee know there
is no fparing ner forbearance like untothat,
A farher bids bis litclc fonne doc this or that
which is farre above bis frength, the childe
not confidering the difficaltie, bur looking
onely achis dusic, and defiring only to pleafe
his facher, goeth above it and doth his beft,
and yet whenall is done, he can doc nothing
toitacalls nowche father lejo{:erh in thas
willing obedience of bis fonne,! and appro-
vechinhis childe che will apd ¢ndsavour,
though hee cannocdoc che thing hee bids
him.sEvenro,duh the Lord fpare his.chil-
dreny heccommandeth us to-keepe his law,

rm L it o
which heclayeth on bischildren; is nothing
atallvo their ﬁm;c : ;:: zhercfoie itis no ‘;u-‘ !
nithment properly, st vicye) the cha: |
fifement or cofee&lion of .xmm? toteich |
his fonne his duty, ad ro cominand him,and |
Tng&him homefram his eyilt wayes: and
therefore not inthe rigenr of a Tudge, bue in |
theJoveand wifedome ofia:facher, hee 6eft |
confidereth whas wee ave ahldeobeare : and
then layeth no.mors on us;ihin e may well
beare,and whiehis moft wonderfiall of af
ivesus ftrength tobeare them.To this
peskes sthe: Apoftle to. the .Carintbisngy
1.Cor. 10.T baralbdth we 1 5 taken you,bo

Atio
thas which bofals-she. :w::’q“'m ';th?u
e
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he imports chus much, thacchercare tempta-
tions, and crofles,in Gods juftice due for fin,
snd which hehath in ftore, ready athis ples-
fure,which are fogrear, fo heavy, and fofear-
Full, 35 the mature of nmsan conld wotpoffibly beare
thew, but hould (ink under them and perifh,
as did Cuin and [wdas,and fuch like.Ainongft
thefe,an evil confci¢nce is one;which is foin-
telcrable, as the Wifeman fuith,Prev.18,14.
oA wonnded fpivis, who can beare it ? But the
crolles he layeth on his children, arcalwayes
fuch, as they beare with comfort for a time,
and a¢ laft with joy do overcoinethem.A noe

of

A

“mercy, the more fhall men tafte of his mer-

¢y : andche morefinnes that aman hath for-
given himat Gods hands, the more will het
remit and forgive in his brother ; and‘the
morche feeles in his owne foule Gods love
and mercy to him, and the more neare he is
to God by his faith and repentance , the
more carctull will he be to deale gently with
his brechren 5 and the reafons thercof are
thefe:

Firft,God forgivech nota man his faults,
but upon condition that he fhall forgive his
brother ; God is normetcifull to aman, but

table example hercof wehave in Se
whom God faith to David, If be finne , Iwill
chafbife bim wislgsbe rod of men:; as if he fhould
have f2id, I could in my juftice, for Saleméons
greacfinnes, beat him with Scorpions, and
bring himto nothing, by my heavic hand
but I'will confider he is my childe, and buca
man; thercfore will I lay upon him no more
than che naturc of man is ableto beare. As
God deale with his fonng Selemom, (o chisis
Gods voice to all his fonnes: unto all my
Chyrch and Children, will I ufe fuch lenity
andmoderation,and in my chaftifiig of them
I willfoabate the rigour of my juftice; thae
bymy hand and rodde, they fhall noc bee
preled downe,bur rather raifed upin new o~
sedience, and learne chereby to feare and
love me more than before,
Thisflould cvery Chrittian mos ferisully

B

confider of, and thinke with himfelfe, how

much this birides a mani to deale moderacely

with his brother, when the Lord deales fo

moderately with him. Thot finneft,and God
chaftifeth thee moft mildly, énd layeth not

onthee the thoufand part of thofe crotfes,

which in jufticc he might doe.Shalt che Lord !
dealethus modcrarely with thee, for chy ma-
ny,and o great finnes, and wik thoudealefo
hardly wi:i ¢thy brother,in his few and fmall
offenccsagainft chee 2 remember chereforein
‘thy dealing with thy brocher, this dealing of
Godwiththee, and cestainly thop canft not
forget the one, if chou haft tafted of che 0.
ther. Shew thy (elfe therefore that thou haft
beenc partaker of Gods favour, and thac
thou hatt felt in chy foule, the {weetnefTe of
-his mercies, by being milde and mercifull to

“ife long, lct fall fome droppes of mérey on
ichy brother, and remembring how God
deales wich thee,deal ot thou with chy bro-
ther alwaies o hardly, nor (o ftraitly as thou
imayf,orhedeferves. Ler chefc foure mercic
fulla&tions of God towards thee, bee foure
ftrong bonds, to tye thee totheobedience of
‘this duty,te be mild and meicifull co chy bre-
‘thren,remembring every day, how moderat-
.y God deales wit& thee; and how farre from
 that extremity which chou defervet.  And
tomoveus hereunto, ler every manbee well

affured, thac the more he hath tafted of Gods

D

ithy brethien 5 out of that great fca ofm r-| .|
icies, which God lets flow over théeall thy |

\
\.

upon hefhall be fotoall men with
whom hee deales. Secondly, the mercy of
God tous, in forgiving our fins, is not mads
knowne toche world by any micancs more,
than chis, when 2 manisnoc hard end ex.
treame, but cqualt and mercifull in his dea-
ling with men. Whircupon thereforeis fok
loweth, thae che furcher 8omn is from God,
and the lefechat he hath fele of Gods love to
him, thelelle moderation will hee perfon
to hisbrother. Let every man then bge atha-
med, By thefe extreame courfes with his bre-
threny tomake it knowne to the word, thas
hee is an itppenitenc finner, himfelfe unre.
conciled to Godyand his fiancs unpardoned
and let noman thinke hee thall elcape thae
cenfure,if hebe an unmercifull man : forcere
aainly icis imprinced in miens dealings, whe-
ther they be in Gads favour, aind their finneg
pardoncd, or no. Ler therefore every man,
when his owne crooked nature, or the dewll
makes himboyle againtt his brocher in an-
ger, and urgeth hum coufe him hardly and
ly, eonfider wich him!elfe, and fay,
liveunderGod, I am more in Gods hand,
than this man in ming; I have offcided Ged,
morechan heme: andif | had my defere, 1
had now beenein hell for my finnes : bur et
Tlive,and by his mercy am | fpared, and am
here till. Bot hath God {pared mec, that I
fhould pinch others? hach he beene mercifull

P}e tomy brethren more than they deferve,
efl God take his mercy from anec: and then
what hall Become of me, but to bethrowne
fuddenly into hell, which I defervedlong a.
 goe : nay, I willby my equity and moderaci-
'on towards my brechreri, movethe Lord to

| be ftill more mereifull co me, withour which

his mercy, I cannot live onc day in che
world, . )

Hithereo of the ekhottation of the Apo-
file, and o the greac imoderacion of God to
man, . . .
Now followeth che Apoftles reafos, 7be
Lerd s as band, Thefe words beare two fenfes
ormnn‘i:’gl.'l'lle firltyof che laft fudgement :
the fecond,of Gods prefence. The firft is thus
framed, as if the holy Ghoft mcant of the
laft judgement ; Be you equiall and moderate
onc cowards another, for God is ready in

Ppas his

ro me, that I fhould be crucll toathers  fure. |
ly therefore ¥ will bee mercifull and mode- |
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hisgreac and geneiall judgement,to indge_all
men, and then happy is he tha finds nor ju-
fice,but cafts of mercy : and who fhall caft of
mercy then, bue hee thae hewed mercy in
this world 2 But if (econdly, the haly Ghoft
meant of Gods prefence, then is the argu-
ment framed thus; God is prefent wich every
manj,and at cvery ation,foceflific and judge
of it,and eitherto approve it and reward sr,
ific be upright, equall and mercifull; or to
correCtand punifh ity if it be ex:reme, and
void of equity : thercfore fes your equity bee
knonne 1o all men, Both fenfes are good, buc we
will cleave unto the lateer. It js then all onejas
ifthe holy Ghoft had faid; Vfe equity and
dérationin your dealings, and b
who is at your cibow, ftands by and lookes
on, ready to judgeyoutor ice :
Surely chere can be no beteer reafon than
chis,if it be fetled in 2 mans heare:for a theefe
oracut-purle, if he faw the Tudge ftand at his
elbow,and looke upon him, he would not do
evill,he would ftay his hand, even becauic he
fcech thatthe Tadge feeth him, who can pre-
fently hang him, A ftiong reafon with men,

&it keeps cven bad men from lewd pradlifes. |-

Confider therfore when the Iudge of Iudges,
the Lord of heaven and earth, ftands by and
fecch, and markes all thy actions, whecher
they be towards thy brother,as his is coward:
thee. Thisoughtto make thegreateft man
on earth feare how bre deales crully or hard-
ly with his brother.Biic worldly men wil not
be perfwaded of this, but when- they are Liy-
ing their plots to dective theirbrother, and
wgtn by injuftice and extrernity, they pinch
and wring him, chey thinke in their hearts
God feeth them not hor do they everthinke
of God, bur labour that God may bee ont of
all their thoughes. This is the caule of allfin
in the world: for thence itis that mens heares
are hardned, and that they care nothow cx-
ereamly chey dea'e wich men, becaufe they
think Ged feeth chemiot, nor will callthem
to account for it, and doc with themasthey
‘have doncwith their brother. Hence comes
all injuftice, cruely, extremicy, fuitsin Law

Trin-uni Deo gloria.

A| forerifics, taking forfeitures of leafes, and of

B| of compaffion are hue up, love andpity sre

C| felfe with this reafon of the Apoftle, and re:

D | der of him chac desles moderarely, and fo

bonds, and raking all advantages. Henee
comes it, that one man will noe {pare another
one day, nor forgive one fault, nor patle by
any infirmity, nor put up the leat injury, nor
yeeldoneinch from hisright : but if hisbro-
ther offend never folittle, upon never foap-
parant weaknes, hee fhall heare of it on both
fides,asthey fay : andif he deferveill, he fhal!
havehis defercsto thefull.- Thus hearts are
hardned,affe@ions are¢ immoderate, bowells

banifhed, and in their roomes reignecruclry,
and injuflice. Moderation dwells in corners,
buc excremity is chae which beareth 1way oe
veralithe world:what is the caufe of ol this ?
Surcly, firk, becaufc men- are nnfeuctiiied,
and have not repented of their ficnes, andic
they fecle ot chiat God is moderste and mer-
cifullrothem. Secondly, they perfwade not
chemfelveselae God fecth chem s chercfore
againft this blafphemous choughe, the raor
of allevill, and caufe of all finne, arme thy

folveof it; that this is che eternall truth of
God, and fhall tand for ever; The Lordss at
hand ; and fecth and obferveth thee and ill
thy doings. Therefore as thou wile efoape his
mighty and fearfull hand, feafon thy do-
ingsand dealings with moderation: and if
thouhadt no confcience normercy.in thee,
yet bemcrciful’,’rmmbrirzf who feeth ehice, |
and deale moderately and equally in the

fight and prefence of fo moderate, fo milde,
and fo mercitull a God, fo mercifull 2 rewar-

powerfulla revenger of him that dezles hard.
ly and extrealy with his brother, Let us
then end with che Apoftle as we began 5 Ze¢
owr equity and moderation be knowre to all mew,
for God ss a hands :

And thus much eut of Gods word, of
Publike and Private Eguity ; wherein Thave’
nocfpokenall Imighr, but given occafion o
others, to enter into further confideration
thereof.
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