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T O T H E R E A D E R
W H O S O E V E R.

0 D hathbeftowcdon vsgreat profferitie andpeace ,with plentie ofall tempo-
rail bleflings that heart can wifi for manyyeeresinthisland.

Profflentic abufed hath beene theoccafioncf manygrieuom fins againfl the
firfi andfecond table : jpccially of Atheifme, negleft of Gods worfhip,contempt
ofthe word, profanation of the Sabbath,abufe ofthe Sacraments,&c.

Thefe and fitch like finnes hauelong called downe for iudgements fromheauen
vpon vs. ; andtheratherbecaufe the preaching of the word,hathlittle preaatled
tobring vs to any amendmentof life.

WhereuponGodhath now beguntocattfe his iudgementsto feaze vpon vs,fpe*

dally by plague and peftilcnce : andthat in the very principallpartofthis land: whereby hee himfelfe
doth( as lobfaith ) round vs in the eare, and }/each repentance to vs.

Wherefore it (lands vs nowin handifeuer,to looke about vs -• andifwe hauenot repented,to begintore-
pent : if we haue informer timerepented,to doe it more earneflly.

Jffo be that we fhou/d harden our hearts both againft his word andiudgements, andput fanefrom vs
the eutll day ; vndoubtedlywe mu(l needs looke for iudgements farre moreterriblethencuer wefelt asyet:
if not etemail deferuElion. Let vsbe aduifedby the cld world,whomade light of Tfloahs warning,andwere
drownedinthe food -,by LotsTonnes in law,whotooke their fathers counfell for mockage , andwereburnt
With fire and brimftone from heauen;by thefeolifh virgins,who were fleeping whenthey fliould haue beene
furnifliingtheir lampes,and were flint from themarriage of the Lambe.

Andto direSl theefomewhat in the praEltfe of repentance, I haue penned thisfmaJlTreatife- vfeitfor
thy benefit,andfce thoube adocrefit : vnlefle thou wilt bea wilfud murderer ,andjhedthebloodof thine
owne foule.

And whereas there haue beene publfiedheretofore in Englifh two fermons of Repentance,one by M.
Bradford Martyr,the other by M - Arthur Dent ; Sermons indeede which hauedonemuchgood: my
meaning isnot toaddsthereunto,or toteachanother doElrine, but onelytorenew and reuiue the memorie of
that whichthey haue taught*

Tfleithcrlet it trouble thee that the principall Diuincsofthis age,whomin thisTreatife 1follow, may
feeme to be at difference in treating of repentance. For feme makeit afruitof faith,containing two parts,
(^Mortificationand Mimfication: 3 feme make faitha part of it,by deuiding it intocontrition,faith new
obedience : b feme makeit allonewith regeneration. Thedifference is not in thefubflance of doElrine, but
in the logicallmanner of handling it. Andthedifferenceof handling arifeth of the diuers acception of re-
pentance. It is takent wo waies ; generally,and particularly Generally fir the whole conuerfion oftheJin-ner,andfo it may containe contrition,faithjiewobedience vnderit ,andbe confounded withregeneration.It
is taken particularly forthevenoHationof thelife andbehautour :andfeitu a fruitof faith. Andthisont.
lyfenfs doe I follow in this' freatife.

1haue addedheretoa few lines of the combate betweene the Fie(h and the Spirit ; becaufe repentance
andthiscombatsare ioynedtogether , and the one is not praElifedWithout the other , asappearssby refol-King,Pfitly i .

Spirit. Haue mercy on me,O God,according to thy fouing kindnefle.
Flefti. Tea,but thineadulteriecomprehends infinitefinnes;thereforelooke firno pardon.
Spirit. According tothe multitude of thy cotnpafsionsput awaymineiniquities.
Flefh. Thisfinne hath takenfitchdeepe placeinthee,that it will be-hardly pardoned.
Spirit. Walh me threrughly from mineiniquities,and clcanfe me from my finne*

Flefh. Thy(pecialltreffafle is againfl man.
Spirit . Againft thee, againft theeonely haue I finned.
Flefh. Except thisonefiring thy life is vnblameable.
Spirit. Behold I was borne ininiquitie,&c.
Tea,the befl man that >s,in the praEltfe of godlimjfe ,often appeases to bee vnlike himfelfe : and the

caufe isthis(piritnall combate. The flefh otherwhiles makeshimwaile andmourns andgot drooping,pre-fently afterthefpirit puts intohim( as wee fay ) the heartof graffe , andmakes him triumph againft the
flefh, the Suefl,the world. Mofes was couragious at the redfea,but he failedat thewatersofJtrife. lob
firfi praifeth God,andafterwardblafhsmcth.‘Dautdis oftenfaiming in mifery,yet by andby reuiued
Wherefirethereisgoodewfewhy theconfederation of repentance andthe combat t fhouldgoe together:that
nomanafter he hath begun to repent might dreamt of eafetohis flefh : as thoughwe fhouldgoetoheauen
inbeds of downe: but ratherthat we might be refelued,that whenWee begin todoe any thing pleafing vnto
God,thenwe mufl looke for nothing but cominuallmoleftationfrom our vileandwtckpdnatures. Written
Anno 15P3. Nouemb. 17.
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CHAP. I.

What Repentanceis.
EpentanCe is a worke of A . lies hid' withinthe barke; repentance islike
grace,arifingofa godly for- , the bud tfyit /p$edily fhewes it felfe,before ei-
row;whereby a man turnes ther bloflbme, leafe,or fruit appeare:yea all
from all his lins vnto God, othergracespf the heart, which are needfull
and bringeth forth fruitcs xo.faluatipni are made manifeft by rcpen-
worthy amendment of life* 4ance; • And -for this caufe , Repentance(as I

leal Repentanceawork* ; . take it)is firft preached-
becaufe it feemes not to be a qualitie or ver- I addeferther, that repentance rifefh ofa
tue,or habit, but art aftion of a repentant fin- godly forrowin the heart,as Paul teacheth,*.
ner. Which appeares by the letmonsofthe Cor.y.jo. Godly forrowcaufcth repentance vnto

Prophets and Apoftleswhich runnein this faluationneuertoberepemedof.11iscalledagod-
tenour\RepmjurnetoGod̂ mendyour lines,&c.

i
ly forrow,or a forpowaccording to God,that

Whereby they intimate,tha'trepencance is it may bg diftingiulhed from worldly forrovvs
a worke to be done. v " which isa griefe arifing of the apprehenfion

Againe, Repentanceis lioteuery kinde of of thewrathof.God& other mileries:asfeare
worke,butaworkeofgrace;becauf« it cannot of men ., Ioffe of good name, calamities in
be pra&ifed of any > but of fuchas bee in the B goods and other things,which in thislife fol-
eftateofgrace. Reafonsarethefe; I.No man low as pupilhmentsof (in:whereas the godly
can repent ,vulcflc hefirft hate finne> and lone forrowcnnkthgriefeforfn,becaufeit isfin.And
righteoufnes; and nonecan hateiinne, vnleflc it makes any man, in whom it is, to be of this
he befanftified; and he that is fanftified is iu- difpofition & minde,rhatif there were no ce-
rtified : and he that is iuftified , muftnecdcs icience toaccufepodiuell to terrific,noiudge
haue that faith which .vnites him to Ghrift, . to arraigneand condcmnc,no hel to torment,
and make him boncof his bone, ,and flelh of yet he would be humbled and brought on his
his flelh.Wherefore he that repents,is iuftifi- knees for his (innes, becaufe he hath offended
ed &fin&ifiedjand madea member of Ghrift a louing,merciful!,and long fufxering God.
by faith: II.'-He that turnes to God, muft Further Ifay,thatrepentance (landsin tur-
firftofall be turned ofGod,and after that we ping agaiae to God : Man at the firft was
are turned,then we repent, ler. 3i.i9» Surely made a goodly creature in tl le image of God,
after f xvas conuertcd,'f repeated: and after that 1 hailing fellowship with him,whereby hedwelt
wasinjlrnEled,lfmotevponmythigh'.lwasapa> j .inGod, and God in him.. By finne there is a
med,yca euen confounded becaufe f did.beare the ' partition made betiveene God and man:who
reproch of myyouth. j-is alienated and eft ranged fromGod,& is be-

Sonae mayobiett;that repentancegoes be- : ! come the childe of wrath, a firebrand of hell,
foreall grace,becaufe itis firft preached. The c the prodigall childe going from his father iiv
firft fermon that euer was made,wasof repen- toafarre countrey, theftraying, nay the loft
tance,preached of Godhimfclfe in paradifeto Iheepc Now when men haue grace to repent,
our fkft parents. And euer fince the fermons f. then they begin to renew this fellowlhip,and
ofall the Prophets and Apoftles , and ofall ! | tumeagaine toGod. And the very eflence or
faithfull minifters haue had repentance for natureof repentance confifts in this turning,

their beginning andfcope. The anfwer here- Which 'TWdoth feeme to intimate, when he
tomay be this: if we refpetft the order of na- f faith,./#?.16.20.That he flicwed vothto few and
ture,there be other graces of God which goe ; Gentile,that theypould repent and name to God,
before Repentance : becaufe a mans confci- ' anddoegoodworkes worthyamendment oj life. In
cnee mull in (omefort be fetlcd' touching his i ; which words hcc lets downe vnto vs a fullde-
recoriciliation with-' God in Ghrift before heb • feription of repentance,
can begin torepent. Wherefore Hlftification Againe I fay, that repentance is a turning
and Purification in order of nature goe be- from fin,becaufe itdothnot abollhor change
fbrerepeutance. Bitt if we rc^c<ft time,grace the fubftance of body or Ibnle , or any of the
and repentance areboth togither.SofboncaS faculties thereof either in whole or part : but
there is fire, fb fobne is it hot : and fo foone 1 only rcdifie and amend them by remoouing
asaman is regenerate,fofbone lYerepents* It the corruption. It turnes thefidnclfeotme -
we refpeift theoutward maniteftationof »hcfe iancholly to godly forrow , cnoller togood
twaine^ repentance goes before allocher gra- 'zealc»fbitnefleo t nature to metkentiLof fpi
ces:becaufe it firft of all appeares outwardly. rit,madncffe and lightnes toChriftia 1 mirth ;
Regeneration is like the fcppc ofthe trecthat , it reformes cucry man acccrdingto his natu- 1

rJi :

U yc. X ,
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The nature andpraBi/e6
rail conftitution,not abolifhingit,but redref- A kingrepentance, is theminiftcry of the G0f.
fingthe fault of it. pelonely,and not thelaw. Reafbns hereofare

Further I pur downe, that repentanceis a thefe: I. Faith isingendred by the preaching,
turningfrom all finne to God, thatI may ex- notof thelaw,but of the Gofpel,as Petul faith,
elude many falfe turnings. The firft, whena Rem.i.iS.TbcGofiell is thepower of Godtofal.
man turnes from God to fin, as when one of nationtoallthatbeleeuefiomfaithtofaith;therc-a Proteftant becomesa Papift , an Arrian,a fore repentance,whichfollowsfaithasafruit
Familift, The fecod,when a man turnes from thereof, muft needes come by the preaching
one fin to another. As when the riotous per- of the Gofpel onely.II.Thelaw is the mini-Ibn leaues-his prodigality , and giues himfclfe fiery of deathanddamnatton,beau fc it(hewesa
to thepraftife of coueroufcefTc: thiscan be no man his wretched eftate, but fliewes him no
repentance: bccaufcit isa goingfrom one ex- remedy:thereforcit cannotbcan inftrumental
treame toanother , whereas repentance is to caufeof that repentance which iseffe&uall to
leaue the extreames and keepe themcane.The faluation- III. The doctrine of repentance
third is, not when a man turnesfrom fin, but isa part of the Gofpel,whichappearesinthis,
fin turnes from him and leaues him. Aswhen B that the preaching of repentance,& the prea-thc drunkard leaues drunkennefie, becaufe his chingof the Gofpel arc putone foranother,
ftomacke is decayed: the fornicatour his vn- And our Sauiour Ghrift deuides the Golpell
cleannefl'e , becaufe the ftrength of nature into twoparts: the preachingof repentance,
failes him: the quarrellcr his fighting,becaufe and remifsionof linnes in hisname* IV.That
he is maimed on legge or arme. The laft is, partof the word which workes repentance,
when men turne from manyfins, but will not muft rcueale the natureof it, and fet out the
turnefromall. As Herod did many thingsat promife of life which belongsvntoit.But the
the advertifement of John Baptijl J butcould law neither reueales faith nor repentance:
not be brought to leaue inceft, inhauinghis thisisaproper workeofthe Gofpell.Ifit bee
brother‘Philips wife. This repentance is no- laid, that thelaw isa fchoolc-maftcr to bring
thing. For as he which is truely regenerate, vstoChrift, the anfwcr is, to bring men to
is wholly in body,foule,andfpirit regenerate: Chrift not by teachingthe way, orby alluring
fohewhichtruly repents,turnesfromallfinne, them;butby forcingand vrgingthem.
and turnes wholly to God. Neitherdoweabolifh the law,in aferibing

Neither is thisto trouble any, that theycan- the workeof repentancetothe Gofpelonely:
not know all their fins: for found repentance C f°r though it beno caufe,yet it is ancccajmof
for one fpeciall fin, brings with it repentance true repentance.Becaufeit reprefentsvntothe
of all finne. And as God requires particular eye of the foule our damnable eftate,& fmites
repentance for knowncfinnes,fo he accepts a the confcicnce with doubtfull terrours and
gcnerall repentance for fuch as be vnknowne. feares, which though they bee no tokens of

To proceede further ; the conuerfion ofa grace (for they are in their owne nature the
(inner in repentance , hath three parts: The very gates and the downfall to the pit ofhel)
firft,a purpofe, 'and refolucion in the minde: yet they are certaine occafionsof receiuing
the fecond, an inclination in thewill and affe- grace.ThePhifirian isotberwhilesconftrained
ftions:the third,an indeauour in life and con- to recoucr the healthof hispatient bycalling
uerfation, to abandon and leaueall his former him into feme fits of an ague:fo man,becaufe
finnes, and to iinploy himfelfe in obedience beis deadly fickeof thedifeafc of finne, muft
to Gods commandements. beecaft into fomefitsof legal terrours by the

Laftly , this repentance muft bring forth miniftery ofthelaw, that he may rccouerhis
fruites worthy amendmentof life: becaufe it formereftate,andcome tolifeeuerlafting.
cannot be knowneto bee finccre , vnleffeit Repentancealfo is furthered by calamities,
bring forth fruit. Repentant finners are trees D which in this cafe often come in theroomc
°f righteoufnejfe of Gods owne planting: and and fteadofthclaw. leftphs brethren, when
they grow by the waters that flow cut of the they were indiftrefle in Egypt,faid onetoan-SanElmrie,and therefore they muft bearefruit other,^«».42.ai.We bane verily finnedagainfi
that mayfewfor meat,andleaftfor medicine-,o- our brother,in that wefaw the anguijh of hi* foule
therwife the axe ofGodsiudgement islaid to whenhe befought vs,and we wouldnot heart him:
their rootes to ftocke them vp. therefore is this trouble come vpmvs. And the

Lord faith in Ofe.5.15. /Will goeandretumett
CHAP. II. my place,till they acknowledge theirfault &fetkf

Of the caufe <f Repentance. mejntheirafflittions wiH theyfeeke me diligently.
And the Ifraelites f a 3 . 2 0.Myfoulehfd
them (many afflictions) inremembrance, and is
humbledinme.Exampleof Manajfes, zChron.
33.12.And when he was intribulation,he prayed
tothe Lord hisGod,andhumbled himfelfegreatly.
And Dauid faith,Pfitl.119.yi .lt &good for me,
that 1haue beene ajjlttted,that /might learne thy
fiatutes.

"•Cor,3,
7.

can
Mat S.ix
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Mat,3,io

'T’He principall caufe of repentance, is theI fpirit of God, as Paul faith, 2.T1W.2.25.fttfirulling them with meekenejfe that areeontra-
rie minded , proouingif Godat any timeWillgiue
them repentance.And leremiefer.$ui I.Conucrt
thou me t̂ndfjJjatl be conuertcd.

Tne inftrumentof the holy Ghoft inwor-
CHAP.



OfRepentance. +57
AI Mortification is thefirft parrof repentance,

j which conccrnes turning from finne.
I Men turne from finne , when they doe not
onely abftaine from agnail finne, but aifo vfe
all meanes whereby they may both weaken
& fuppreffe thecorruption of nature.Chirur-gions when they muft cutoff any partof the
body, vfe to lay plaifters to it,to mortifie it;
that being without fenfe and feeling itmay be
cutoff with lefle paine. In the fame manner,
we are to vfe all helpcs and remediesprefcri-bed in the word which ferue to weaken or kill
finne,that indeath it may be abolilhed.

And it mull: not feeme ftrange,that I fey,we
muftvfe meanesto mortifie our owne finnes.

B Forhowfoeuer by nature we cannot doeany
thing acceptable toGod,yet being quickened
and mooued by the holyGhoft,we ftirre and
moouc our felue.s todoe that which is cruely
good. And therefore: repentant finners haue
grace in them wherry they mortifie their
owne finnes. Paulfaith,-/ beate dome my bodie,
andbringit into fabieEiion. And,They which
Chrifis hauecrucified thefiejh,with the affeSlions
andluffs thereof : and, Mortifie therefore
earthly members fornication,vncleanneffe,thein-
ordinate aJfellion,euiU concupifcence,andcouetouf
neffe.And,ifany man purgehimfclfefromthefe,
heJhallbeavejfe/lvnto honour. And,Saint John
faith,Enery me whichhaththis hope inhim, pur-geth himfclfe,euen as he ispureand bewhich
is begottenof God preferucth himfclfe, andthe
wickedone touchethhimnot.

Mortification hath three parts, a purpofc
in minde, an inclination in will,and anindea-
uour in life andconuerfetionto leauc all finne.

Rifing to newneffe of life, is the fecond
parr of repentance concerning fincerc obedi-
ence to God.

And it hath alfb three parts. The twofirft,-
are a refolution in the minde , and inclination
or luft in the will to obey God in all things.
Barnabasexhorts themof Antiochia,rWwith
purpofeof heart theyWould cleane unto the Lord.
Examples of both thefe are many in Scrip-
tures:Of lofhuajfitfeemceuill vntoyouto ferns
the Lord , choofe you this day whomyouwillferue,

D whether the Gods which your Fathersferued, or
the Gods of the Amorites,&c.but1andmy houfe-
hold wiH ferue the Lord. Of ’Dstaid , O Lord,
thou art my portion, I haue determined to keepe
thycommandements. And, 1haue fworne , and
willperforme it , that 1 will keepe thy righteous
iudgements. And,Whenthou faidfifeekemyface,
mint heart anfwercd vnto thee ,O Lord, l will
feekethy face. And, / haue applyed mine heart
to fulfill thy fiatutes alvraies euento theend, ,

The third part , is an endeauour in life and
conuerfation to obey God. Example o( Paul,
And herein1take p.unes to haue alwaies a cleere
cofiience toivardsGod&towards men:OVDauid,
f haue areftell toall thycommandements. And,/
hauechofen the wayof truth , andthy iudgements
haue1laidbefore me. And, Ihauecleanedtothy
tefiimonies. And, direll nice in the path f j

Qsi 4

CHAP. I I I.
How Repentanceis wrought ,

D Epcntanceis wroughtin the heart by cer-XVtaine fteps and degrees. Firft of all , a
man muft haue knowledge of foure things,
namely, of the law of God , of finne againft
thelaw,oftheguiltoffinne,andoftheiudge-
mentof Godagainft finne , which is the eter-
nall wrath of God.

Then in the fecond place muft follow the
Applicationof the former knowiedg toa mans
owneperfon, by theworkeofthe confidence
afsiftedby the holy Ghoft , which for that
caufeis called the fpirit ofbondage: and thisap-plication is madeina formeof reafoning,cal-leda pra&icall fyIlogifme,onthis manner.

The breaker of the Law it guiltie of eternall
death,faith the minde.

But lama,breakerof the law ofGW,feith the
confidence,as a witnefle and an accufer:

Therefore I amguiltie of etemaildeath -, faith
thefemeconfidence, asa iudge.

Thirdly, from this application thusmade,
arifeth feare and fbrrow in refpeft of Gods
iudgements againft f inne , commonlycalled
the fling of the cenfiience ,otpenitemei and the
compun&ion of heart.

Now this compunftion, vnlefle it bee de-layed by thecomforts of thcGofpel, brings C
men to defperation, and toeternall damna-tion. Thereforehe that will repent to life e-uerlafting muft goefourefteps further: Firft,
he muft haue knowledge of the Gofpell , and
enterinto a feriousconfidcrationof the mer-
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a Tira.s,
f- 1

loh. 3,
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cy of God therein reuealed.Then muft follow
theapplicationof the former knowledge by the
confidence, renewed and afsifted by the fpirit
of adoption,on this manner.

H e that is guiltie ofeternall death,if bee denie
himfelfe,andput his affiance inthe deathofChrifi,
lhall haucrtgmeoufneffe andlifeeternall,faith the
minde enlightened by the knowledge of the
Gofpell.

But 1 being guiltie of eternall death , deny my
flfe.&put my affianceinthedeathof Cbrift,faith
thecofcience renued by the fpirit of adoptio:

Therefore,1(hall haue righteoufneffe and life c-uerlaftinghy Chrifl.
Thirdly, after this application there fol-lowes ioy and forrow:*oy,becaufea mansfins

are pardoned in Chrift:forrovt.bzcmk a mans
finneshauedifpleafed him, which hathbecne
fo Iouing and mercifull a God vnto him.

Laftly,after this godly forrow followes Re-
pentance ,called a Tranfmentation or turning
of the minde, wherebya man determinesand

< refolues with himfclfe to finne no more as he
hath done,but to hue in newnefle of life.

CHAP. IV.
Of the partsofRepentance.

j^Bpentance hath two parts: Mortificati-
on,and Rifing to newneffe of life.
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The natureandpraBife4.58
feethe kingdomof heaven. Repentance is alio
required in the regenerate: becaufe they may
haue vnknowne and hidden corruptions in
them, which muft bee mortified: and other-
whiles they fall grieuoufly:and therefore that
theymay rifeagaine , they muft be daily pra-difed in thefpiritualiexercifesof repentance-

CHAP. VII.

thycommandements ; for therein is my delight.
No man muft here thinke that a repen-

tant finner fulfils the law in hisobedience;for
theirbeft workes are faultie before God:and
whereas the faithfull in Scriptures arefaid to
be perfed ; we muft know that there be two
degreesof perfc<ftion:perfe<ftion infobftance,
and perfeflion in the higheft degree. Perfe-
dion in fubftance,i$ when a man doth fincere-
ly endeauour to performe perfed obedience
to God,not in fome,but in all his commande-
ments. And this is the onely perfedion that
any man can haue in this life. A Chriftian
mans perfedion is to bewaile his imperfedi-
on ; hisobedience more confifts in the good
will,then in the worke,and is more to be mea-
fiired by theaffedion, then by theeffed.

CHAI?. V.
Of the degrees *cf Repentance.

T3 Epentance hath twodegrees.
J-Vordinary,or extraordinary.

Ordinary repentance is that, which euery
Chriitianis to performe euery day: For as
men fall daily either moreor lefle; fothe gra-ces of God are proportionally weaknedday
by day. Wherefore thecontinuall reparation
thereof muft be made by adaily renewing of
repentance. A Chriftian man is the temple
and houfeof Gods fpirit ; hee muft therefore
oncea day fweepe it, that it may be fit toen-
tertaine fo worthy a gueft.

Extraordinary repentance is the fame in
nature with the former, it differs oncly from
it in degree and meafure ofgrace.

And this is tobe put in pradife, when men
fall intoany enormous, capitally orgrieuous
offences: whereby they doe very grieuoufly
wound their owne confciences, and giue great
offence to the Church : Of this fort was the
repentance of Tetcr, when he went forth and
wept bitterly: and Davids repentance,after
he had committed adulcerie , and murdered
Uriah.

A

Of the praftifeof Repentance.
TN the pradife of Repentance foure fpeciall
ldutiesare required : Thefirft, is a diligent
and ferious examination of the confidence by
the lawes and commandementsof God , for
all mannerof fins, both originall and aduall.
Example of the children of IftaeLWherefireis
the living man forrowfull ? man fujferethfor his
fin: let vs fearch and tryour proies,and turriea-
gaine to the Lord. Of David , 1confidered my
xvaies,andturnedmyfeete to thy tefttmonics.

Touching Originall fin, this muft bee well
remembred, that one man hath not one part
onely oforiginall finne,and another man ano-ther : oneman thiscorruption, another that:
but euery man, as he receiuedfrom sidam the
whole nature of man , foalfohe receiued ori-ginall finne wholly.And therefore euery man,
(notone excepted,fauingChrift,whowasex-traordinarily fandified by the holyGhoft in
the wombeof the Virgin) hath in him from
his parents the corruption and (cede of all
fin, which is anaturall dilpofition and prone-nefle to commit any finne whatfceuer. Tak^a view and confider all the horrihle finnes
that be praftifed in any part of the world, ei-
ther againft the firft or fccond tabic: whatfo-euer they are, the fpawnc and feede of them
all iscuen in that man that is thought to bee
beftdifpofedby nature. Some may fay, that
experience Ihewes the contrary; becaufe a-mong men that want allmanner of religion,
fomearc more ciuill and orderly;fomeagaine
more lewdly difpofed. I anfwer, that this
comes topalfe , not becaufe fome men are by
nature lefle wicked then others: but becaufe
God by his prouidence doth limit and £e-
ftraine mens corruption more or lefle, which
hedoth for the good of mankinde. For if men
might bewholly left tothemfelues,corruption
would foexceedingly breakeout into all man-
ner of finnes, that there fhould be no liuing in

] the world.
In examination of aftuall fins, three rules

muft be followed. The 1.that wemuft fcarch
out not onely our grofl'e finnes , but euen the
very thoughtsof our hearts:For repentance is
not onely a change of the fpecch, apparell,
and outward behauiour , but alfo of the in-, >

ward and fecret thoughts of the heart.
Therefore the prophet Joel bids the Iewes
rendtheir hearts andnot theirgarments:a nd Paul
tels the Epbefians, that they muft berimed in
the fpirit of their minds : and cPetcr bids Simon

Magus

B

Lao,}.
f 9>40.
Plal.1iju
59.

It iseither

C

C H A P. V I- D
Of the perfons which muft repent.

Tk A En be of two forts: the naturall man,
lVXandthe regenerate:Repentance isneed-
full for both:for the Haturall man,that he may
be brought from his finnes , and the image of
God renued in him. Somemay fay, that many
naturall men liuc ciuilly , abftaining from all
outragious behauiour,and therefore neede no
repentance. I grauntindeedethey doe fo:yet
repentance muft goe withall * For ciuill life
without grace in Chrilt , is nothing cite in
Gods fight , but a beautifull abhomination.
The Pharifes wereciuill , yet Chrift faith of
them,Except your rightcoufneffeexceedthe rigb-
teoufnejfe oftheScribesand‘Pharifes, ye jhaH not

led
i j.
Epk. 4.Mach. y.

io.



* (Of "Repentance.'

Magas torepent & pray God, that-thethought A
of his heart may beeftrrgiuen him. The fecond ,
that the very circumftances of linnes done
muft bee.confidered , as the time when, the
placew:here,and the manner how;as namely,
whether they were done of ignorance , or
knowledge,of weak£ncfle,or pielumption,or
obftinate malice. Thirdly,inexamination ic-is
very meete and conueniear, that wee pafle
through all chocommandcments of the morall
law, laying themasmoll ablolute jrules toour
heartsand liues: andbythismeanes weelhall
be able to make large bilsand Catalogues of
all our finnes,euenfrom the very cradle toany
part ofour age following, asthe feruantsof
God hauealwaiesdone. Thus itwill come to B
pafle, that we (hall plainely feeour wretched
eftate, and acknowledge thatour finnes-be in
number as the haires of our head, and as the
lands by the fealhore.

the ancient faith let downe in the writings
of the Prophets and Ap6ftles. As did the
Manichees,'iDoiiatifts,Arrians, Anabap-tifls,&c.

That lb holdsone religion , »as he is readie to
follow another,i.King.18.21.

That is full of prefumption of Gods rnercie,
Eft.j. 12. - r

That falles away from the knowne truth:' 2,
‘Per.2.20. • . ; . > ’’i i,

ThataddesfoCanonical!Scripture;'Dent.12.
laftverle.

Aa.s. j*

II. COM.
lob.9.3*

Pfal.I9*
Thou fhaltvtaketo thy feife riograuen

Image&c. * - ’IX.r
He breakes thiscommandement,

'T'Hat repretents God in an image , Exod.
1 32.6.8.

That worfhipsGod in orat images, ascruci-fixes,and luch like,!. King.18.4.
That kncelesdowne beforean Image.
That is bodily prefent at mafle , keeping his

heart to God,i.Co?-.8.p.
That retaines the monuments of Idolatrie-Exod.23.13.
That marrieth with infidels and luch like;G>».

6* 2*
That makes leagues of amide with luch, 2-Chron.19.1 .
That worfhippes God accordingto hisowne

fantafie ^3.23. '
That worlhippes God with lip-leruice, jfa.

29.13. as bur common people doe, which
place all the feruice of God in pattering
and mumbling ouer the Creedeand tenne
commandements for prayers,and theLords
prayer without knowledge of themeaning..

That hath the lliew of Godlinefle , but denies
the forceof it

That giues worlhip tocreatures, as Saints and
AngelsiTfal.115.8.

That refuferh to heare the preaching of the
Gofpel,Lnk.14.19-

That negligently worlhipsGod:Reu.^.16.
That omitsinuocatioofGodsname.£yai.64.7
Thatheares fennons , but when he is reproo-

ued, railes and rages, and profits nothing.
xAmos.9.10.

Thatchanges the wor(hippeofGod in whole
0rpart1Hfwr.12.33.

That makeseither open or Iqcret league with
the diuelljP/w/.jB.tS.

That vfeth witchcraft , lorcerie , or enchant-
ments,T)eut.\8.11.Leuit.19.26.

Thatconfulcs with wizzards:X>«if.20.6.
That weares Amulets or Chara&ers about

his neckc,and puts confidence in them.
That hinders Ichoolcs of religion and good

learning,Pfal.74-6,7.
That leekes not (within the compaffe of his

calling) the good eftate of Gods Church:
but feekes his ovvne things.Tfal 132.3,4.

A Direction for examination
of the confidence.

I.COM.
Thou fitalt haue noneother (yods,&c.

He breakes thiscommandement,
'T’Hat knowes not the true God,/er.4.22.I. That denies God in his heart,bydeny- c

ing his prelcnce,iufticemercie,&c.PA4.5.
That hatesGod , and fhewesieby difobedi-cnce.Exod.28.5.Rom.1.30.That doth not feare God and Hand in awe of

him.
That feareth man or other creatures more

then GodtMatth.10.31.tsipoc.z.io.
That Hues in open finne lecurely , not fearing

Gods word or iudgement,1.TheJJ ] 5.6,7.
That is forrowfull for his finnes , onely in re-fped of the punilhment, a.Cor.y.io.
That fearesGod by mens traditions, £fa.29.

*3*

That doth not beleeuc Gods word , but cals
the Canonicall Scripture in queftion.

That dcfpairesofGods rnercie.
That hath a dead faith without workes, lam.

2.20.
That puts hisconfidence in the diuell and his

workes,as feekersto wizzards doe.
That loueth the creatures, as riches, and ho-nour , and hisowne filthie plealures more

thenGod ,Eph.5.5.
That puts confidence in his ftrength, wife-

dome,riches,phyfiiians, z.Chrort.i6.9.12«

That isimpatient vnder the crofle,Math.10.
38.

That temptsGadyMatth.q. j.
That leekes for the thingsof this life, more

then for Godskingdomc,yk/*««fi.6.33.
Thar murmures againll God.i - fa-1o*io.
That dilputes and holds there is noGod.
That holdesand maintaines opinions againft

D

I11.COM.



The nature and praBife
A I tion toheare Godswordyand to rcceiuc theI Sacraments. ;

That fan&ifiesnot the Sabbath in hisfamily
priuately by reading theword, by confe-rence on that which hath beene heard in'the congregation,and by prayer.

V.COM.

Ill, COM.
Thoujhalt not tokg thenameof theLord,&c.

He breakes this commandement.
*TTHat doth vnreuerently vfe Gods titlesinX his talke, *̂/.2.10.
That fweares todoea thingIawfulland good,

and yet dothitnot,^<#fo5*33*
That fweares ra(hly,/er.4.2.
That vfeth cuftoraable (wearing in his com-mon talkej/W<«/?.s.37.
That blalphemes the name ofGod,Leuit.34.

16.
That (wearesfalfly.-fofo8.44.That fweares againftpictie and honeftie.
Thatvfeth curfing ana banning.
That finds fault with the creaturesof God,1.

Cor.10.3,
That fweares by the creatures, fJWatth.5.34.

Honour thyfather3&c.
He breakes this commaundemcnt,

T’Hat thinkes but athought in his mindeX tending to the difhonoar andcontempt
of hisneighbour.

That mockes or reuiles, or beates his luperi-ours,£f#.5>.2a.
Thatdilbbcies their lawfulcommandements,

Rem.1.30.
That is vnthankfull toparents,and wilnotre-leeue them,if neede be,2.Tww.3.2.Thatdilobeyes God, to obey them, 4.

19'
That exaltshimfelfe abouetheMagiftrate, a.

Thejf.2,4.
That fcrucs his mafter witheye-feruice,#*/.j.

22.
That gouernes his family, and thofe which

arcvnder him,negligently,1.Tim.3.4.That isflackc in punifhing faults, 1.Sam.2.
*3*

Thatis too rigorous in (peeches and punilh-
mcntsi£ph.6>9-That marrieth without parents confent.

That choofcth his calling without parents
confent,i\fow.30.

Thatthinkes better of himfelfethenof others,
Rom.II *IO.

Thatdeipifeth aged perlons, Leu.ip.32.
VI. COM.

Thoujhalt notkiH.
He breakes this commandement,

HPHat thinkes but a thought in his heartX tending to the hurt of hisneighbors life.
Thatbeares malice to another.i Jeh.^.i y .
Thatisgiuen to haftindfe,A4<tf.5.22.That vfeth inward fretting grudging, lam.

3.14.
That is froward of nature , hard to pleafe,

Rom.1.30.
Thatisfull of rancour and bitternefle,Eph.4.

3i.
Thatderides and feornesothers.Gen.21.9.
Gal.4.29.

Thatvfeth bitter wordsand railings, Pren.i 2.
18.

That vfeth contending by words or deedes,
< jal.5.20.

That vfeth chiding and crying out, Eph,4.
31. . •

Thatisgiuen to makecomplaintsof hisneigh-
bour in all places,fow.5.9.

B

45-That vfethlots in (porting.Tran,16. 33.and
18.13.That makes and vfethcharmes of herbes and
other things,'Deut.i8.11.

That makes iefts of the fentences and phrafes
of the Scripture,EJa.66.t.

That vfeth figure-cafting^/rf.47.12.That doth lightly regard Gods iudgements,
Heb.$.i6.
That liuing diffolutely in religion, makes
Godsname euill fpoken of, 2.Sam.1a.14. C
i .Tet.3.15.

That makes a vowof continencic, or ofany
thing not in his power.

That makesa Iawfull vow, and keepes it not
'Dent.23.31.

Thatrcceiues blefeings from God,and isnot
thankfull,Z/#fo17*8*

That teacheth the truth, but doth not pra-ftjfe ityMath.2^.2.
IV. COM.

Remember the Sabbath dayt &c.
Hebreakes this commandement,

T^Hat labours in the feruile workesof his DX ordinarie calling,Nehem.13.15.That trauels abroad on his ordinary bufinefle
Exod.16.21.That keepes Fairesand markets ou this day,
2yvfow.13.15.Thatworkes harueflworkconthisdaytExod,
34.21.

That vfeth lports and recreation caufing di-flradion,i.Ccr.10.7.That(pends thedayin idleneflc, Efa.58, 13.That keepes the Sabbath onely in outward
fafliion,£/T*.i.i 3.Thatprophanesit bygluttonie anddrunken-neffc.

That
^
giues feruants libertie todoe what they

That brings not his family to the congrega-
That



Of Repentance* ,1•
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4«i

That loues- his pleafiirc more then God: 2
7*07.3.4.

That takes catetofulfill the lullsof the flcfh, j
£<«».13.14. j

That maititainesand frequents ftewes, Dent, j
23.17.

That is giuen todrunkennefle and furfetting,! Epb.5.18.
Thatgiueshimfelfctowine., fleepe,and eafe, «

Trou.20.13.
That for the auoidingof fornication marrieth

not, 1 Cor.j.2.
That puts away his wife forother caufes then

for fornication,Matth.19.9.
V I I I. C O M.
ThouJhalt not fieale.

He -breakes thiscommandement,
"PHat thinkes but a thought tendingtothe
A leaft hinderanceof his neighbors wel-

fare and good eftate.
That linesin:no calling, 2Thcjf %.1r.
That ncglefts his calling,ler.48.10.
Thatfpends his wealth in ryot , and prsuides

not for his family,17*07.5.8.
That is not concent with his eftate, but feekes

to be rich,1Tim.6 10.
That fels the goods ©f the Church , or buics

them,.̂ /.3.8.
That fels fech thingsas are ineanes to further

idolatrie,oranyother linne.
That vfeth powdering, ftarching, blowing,

darke-fliops,tofeta glofieon his wares,and
make them more faleable.

That concedes thefaultof his wares.
That vfeth talfe.waights and meafurcs,Leak.

9> 35- • v ? •

That vfeth words ofdeceit,Trmao.i 4. .

That takes more for his wares then the iuft
price,Matth.j.lz.
That opprefleth his tenants by racking his

rents,Hub.2.11.
That vfeth ingrofsing of wares.
That raifeth the price onely in confideration

ofadayof payment.
Thateither giuesor takes bribes , £/£.1.13.

Tfcilmc 82. 2. .
That writeslettersof affeft ion in wrongfuits.
That holds backc things borrowed,Eze.18.7. ;
That holds backe things found or pawned. !

Leuit.6.3,
That being luftie liucsby begging.
That releeueth Inch,2 Thcjf.3 x 0.
That for gain? defends bad caufes,and defines

fuites in law. •

That laies burdens on the people without
meafiire, Jfet.1.23. E%ech.22.27.

Thatfpends the Churchgoods in riot ,1Tim.
6-9'That makes merchandize of Gods word and
ftcramentSj/M'cb- 3.11. 2 Cw.i.laft.

Thatgets his liuing by calling of figures and ;
by plaies,£ph.4.28.

That is ralh in fiiretifliip/PrwM1.15.& 17,18. j
~ Tint !

That is a fighter,Um.4.2.
|That hurts or maimes his neighboursbodie,

Exod.21.24.
That will not forgiue ancKz'.'xeyMmb.5.23.
That will forgiue, but not forget.
That doth fare well himfelfe, but giues not

almesto releeue the poore, Luke 16.19.
Thar vfeth crucltic in punifhing nuiefactours,

Dcilt.22- 2(5.
Thar denies the (truants or labourers wages,

£*»7.5.4.
That holds backe the pledge,Ezjch.j8.7.
That fels by diuers waights and rheafures.
That remooucs the land marke* Trou.22. 28.
That giues his goods vpon vfury: which is

limply ro binde a man to rcturne both the
principall and the increafe, onely for the
\ons3 Ezech.iS -iS .

That by his loofeneffe of life is an occafion
why others linne.

That mooucscontention anddebate, Rom.1.
2P-

That being a Minifter teacheth erronioufly.
That teacherh Hackly,/w.48.1o.
That teacheth notat ail,1Tim.3 2.
1hat hinders mens faluationany way ^Matth,

23.13.
That feekes priuate reuenge.

V I I. C O M.
ThouJhalt not commit,&c.

He breakes this commandcment,
'T'Hat thinkes an vnchafl thought tending

A to adultcric,or to any fin of that kinde.
That lookes on a woman to lull after her,

Mattb.f .28.
That commits inccft, Leuit.iS.22*

That commits Sodomie,1 Cor.6.9.
Thatcommits fornication with married , or

lingle,or contracted folkes, JDENT.22.22•
That vfeth marriage bed iutempcratly.
That lyethwitha menftruous woman,Ezech.

18.6.
That vfeth wantonnefle,1Cor.6.9.
That vfethoccafions and prouocations toluft,

Gal.5.9.
That isgiuen to idlenefle.
That weares wanton and light attire , iTim.

2-9- 1 Tet.3.3.
That vfeth light taike , and reading of Ioue-

bookes, jCw.1y.35.
That frequents lafeiuious places, Eph.y .3.
Thatdelights in wanton pictures,1 Thef 5.23
That vfeth the m'ixt dancing of men and wo-

men,Marks6.22.
Thatkeepes companie with light and fufpe-

<fted pciCous/iProu.j.22.
That neglects to difpofe his children in mar-

riage in conuenicnt time,1 Cw.7.36.
That makes marriages of youngchildren.
That punifheth adulcerie with final!punifli-

ments.
That marrieth more wiues then one at once,

Gen.2.24.

A

:

B

/
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The nature and praBiJe
A finnes, and acceptation to life euerlafting, i.

John 3.23.
That repents not, but hardenshimfelfe in all

his bad waies,£<>«.2.4,5
TTHus muchofexaminatiomnow followesX the fecond dutie , which is confefsion of
finne vnto God,which is very neceffarie. For
the right way tohaue our finnes couered be-fore God, is to vneouer and acknowledge
them vnto him.For he will iuftifie vs,if we,as
being ourowne enemies,accufe our felues jhe
forgetsour finsif we remember them: when
we arevile in our owne eyes,we arepretious
in his: and when we arc loft toour felucs,wc
are found of him.

That confefsion may be rightly performed,
a notable dutie is to bee put in praftife in it:
namely , the arraignment ofa repentant /in-
ner,whereby he wareshimfelfet that he maynet
he fudged of the Lera.

This arraignement hath three fpcciall
pointsin it- Firft of all,he muft bring himfelfe
forth ro the barreofGods iudgement:which
thing hec doth when hcc lets himfelfe in the
prefence cfGod,as though euen now the day
of iudgement were*As S.Hterom did,whoal-
waies thought with himfelfe that hec heard
this voice founding in hiseares, Rifeye dead
andcome to iudgement.

Secondly, hemuft put vp aninditement a-
„ gainft himfelfe; by accufing himfelfe before^ God, by acknowledging his knowne finnes

particularly, and his vnknowne generally,
without anyexcufcor extenuation,or defence
or hidingof tlx leaft of the: Example ofT)a*

uid.l know mine iniquity, endmy finne is ener be-fore metagainfithee,againfitheeonely haue J fin*

ned.anddone this euiU inthy fight,&c.bcholdj was
homeininiquity,and in finne hathmy mother con-ceiuedme. And, 1haue finnedgreatly,becaufel
hane done this thing : but now1befeechthee re-mooue the iniqmie of thy ferstant: for f hane done
very foolijhly.Of Ezra,0 my God,lamajhamed
and confounded to lift vp mine eyesvnto thee,my
(fiodforour iniquitiesare increafedouerour heads,
andourtrefpajjc isgrowne vpvntoheauen.

Thirdly , he muft with heauinefle of heartD as aiudge vpon the bench giue fentencea-gainft bimfelf,acknowledging that heiswor-thyof euerlaftingdeath,hell, anddamnation.
Asthe prodigallchilde,Father,1hauefinneda-gainfibeauen,andagainfithee,andamnot worthie
tobecalledthy childe.And Daniel,We hauefinned
and committed iniquity, and haue done wickedly :
yea,we haue rebelled, andhaue departedfromthy
precepts,& fromthy iudgments.&c OLord,righ-
teoufnejfe belongeth vnto thee , and vnto vs open

' Jhame.Of Tot-,Behold 1 am vile,what Jhalllan*

\ fwertht e? fwi/i lay my hand vponmy mouth.A nd ,
Jabhore my felfe , and repent in dufi and aftes-Of the Publican?, Who funding afarre off ,
Would not lift vp fo much as his eies to heauen ,
butJmote his breafifaying,Lordbemerciftll tome
afinner.

That fteales menschildren to difpofe them in
marriage,1.Tm,i.1o.

Thattakes by ftealththe leaft pin,thoughitbc
for the beft end.

That isa rcceiuer of things ftoJne , and giucs
confent to thefaft any way, Rom.1.31.

That vfeth deceit in bargaining,t.Tbejflq.6.
Thatreftores not thingscuill gotten, Eztch.
That keeps back goods giuen to the Church,
That waites for a dearth tofell his thingsdca-

icSjdmos.Sy.
. IX. COM.

Thoufhaltnotbeare,&c. B

He breakes thiscommandement,
rT“,Hat doth but conceiue a thought of dif-X grace againft his neighbour.
That enuies at the profperity of his neigh-

bour,i.Tim.6.4.
That feekesondy hisowne good report.
That isfufpicious,i -Cor.j3.4.That giues hard and rafh fentence againft o-xhciSyMatb.’j .x .
That takes mens fayingsand doings in worfe

putt }Matth.26-60.
That accufeth one falfly, 1.Kings.21.13.Thatmakethor reporteth tales openly, orin

a whifpcri0gmanner,.Z>/«M9.id.
That receiueth t a l e s, 2 3 . 1•
That fpeakes the truth of malice,1Tfal.<$ 2-1 ,2 -That blazeth abroad mens infirmities,/^ .̂

18.17.
That vfeth quipping and taunting,£^.5.4.That vfeth fiattcriejPrtf /^aip.
That lyeth though it be for neuer fo good an

e n d, 1 3 . 3.
Thatdefendsancuillcaufe, andimpugnes the

contrary.
That writes or fpreads libels.

X.COM.
Thou fhalt not luft.

He breakes thiscommandement,
THat thinkesan cuill thought againft hisX neighbour, though hcc mcaoe not to

doe it.
Thatconceiues lbtnc inward delight in fbme

cuill motion,though he giuc not confent to
praftife it.

Phi ft,
Jrtrf*

i.Cho-ii.3'

Ezn S»5

Lukxj.
. 8.

Sinncs dircftly againft
the GofpeJ.

He finnes againft the GofpcI,
npHat denies either direftly or by confe-X quentthat Chriftiscomeinthe fleflh,

r.7^.4.3.8.
Thattreadesvnder foote the blood of Chrift,

H-b.10- 29-That beleeuesnot the remifsion of his owne

Dan.9.
5.7.

,6.
and 4*-.'
Luk,;8.



Of ^epentanceo 4^i
As for confefsion of finne to men, it is not

tobe vied bigin twocafes. Firft, when ibme
offence is done toour neighbour: fecondly,
when eafe and comfort is fought for in trou-
ble ofconfidence.

The third dutie in the pra&ife of repen-
tance is Deprecation, whereby wee pray to
God for thepardon of the finnes which hane
beeneconfefled,vvith contritionofheart,with
earneftnesand conftancie, as fordie weighti-er matter in the world.And here we muxl re-
member to behauc bur felues to God as the
poore prifoner doth at the bar re , who when
theiudgeisabout togiue fentence, criesvnto
him for fauour,as for life and death. And we
muff doe as the cripple or lazar man in the
wayfitdowne, vnlapourlegges and armes,
and (hew the foresof our fins;crying toGod
Continually as they doe ( Loeke withyour eye,
andpittie withyour heart: ) that weemay finde
mcrcieat Gods hands, as they get almes at
thehands of the pafiengers. Thus Ofeah in-
ftrucfleth the people, Ofc.iq.i ,2. 01firael,re-
tume vnto the Lord thy God: for thou haft fallen
by thineiniquitie : take vntoyou words,andturne
vnto the Lord, and fay vnto him,Take away all
iniquitie ,and receiue vs gracioufty : fo vee will
render theethe caluesof our lippes. Of Daniel,
Dan.9.18,19.We doe mtprefentour fupplicati -
ons beforethee for ourowne righteoufnejfe,butfor
thygreat tender mercies. O Lordheare ,O Lord
forgiue,O Lord confider anddoeit : dtferre not for
tkme owne names fake , O my God OtDautd,
Tfal.̂ i.2. Hauemcrcievponme,OGod,accor-ding to thy lotting kindneffe : according to the mul-
titude of thy companions put away mineiniquities.

The lait dutie is » to pray to God forgrace
andftrength, whereby wemaybeinabled to
walke in newnefleof life:Of DauidfPfal.119.
40. Behold,/ dejire thycommandements,quicken
meeinthy righteoufneffc. And,143.10. Teach
meto doe thy wiH,forthou art my God,let thygood
Jpirit leade meintothe land of righteoufncffe.

A His miferie within is cvvo-folde. The firft
is a gnilrie confcience which is a very hell
vnto the vngodiy men. For hee like a filly
prifoner,and theconfcience like a iayler which
followes him at the hedes, and dogges him
whitherfbeuerhegoes, tothe end he may fee
andobferue all his fayings and doings. Itis
like a regiftcr , that fits alwaies with the pen
in hishand , to record and inroll all his wic-kednefle for euerlaftingmemorie.lt isa little
iudge,that fitsin the middle of a man , euen in
his very heart to arraigne him in this life for
his finnes, as he (hall bee arraignedat the laft
iudgemenr.Therefore the pangs,terrours,and
feares of all impenitent perfons , are as it
were, certaine flafhingsof the flamesof hell
fire. The guiltie confcience makesa man like
him which lieson a bed that is too ftmight, and
the couering too portj who would with all his
heart fleepe, but cannot. Belfiazzar when he
was in the niidft of his mirth, feeing the hand
writingonthe wall , was fmitten with great
feare,fb as hiscountenancechanged,andhis knees
/mote together.

The fecond euiil within a man, is the feare-
full flauerie and bondage voder the power of
Satan the princeofdarknes:in that his mind,
will, and afte&ions, are foknit and glued to
the will of the diuell, thathe can doc nothing
but obey him, and rebell againft God. And
hence Satan is called the princeof this world-;
which keepes the hold of the heart asanar-medcaptaine keepes a skonce or caftle with
watch and ward.

The miferie before man , is the dangerous
fhare which the diuell layes for thedeftrudi-
onofthe fbule. I fay it is dangerous i becaufe
he is in fetting of it twentieor fortie yeeres,
before he ftrikesiwhen as (Godknowcs)men
dolittle thinkeofit.It is made of threecords:
with the firft,he bringsmen into hisfnare,and
that he doth by couering the miferie and the
poyfbn of finne:and by paintingout to the eye
of the minde the deceitfull profits and plea-
Circs thereof.With the fecond,he hopples and
inftiares them, for after thatamanisdrawne
into thisor that finne,the diuell hath fo fuge-
red it ouer with fine delights, that he cannot
but needs muft liue and lie in it. By the third,
he drawes hisfhare , and endeauours with all
his might tobreake the neckeofthe fbule.For
when he fceth a fit opportuoitie,efpecially in
grieuous calamities,and inthe houreofdeath,
he takesaway thevizardof fin>andfhewes the
faceof it in the true fornle , as ©ugly as him-
felfe:then withal he begins(as we fay)tofhew
his homes s then he rageth in terrifying and
accufing,that the (bole of man may bee (wal-
lowed vpof the gulfeof finalldefpaire.

The miferie behindc him, is the finnes paft.
The Lord faith to Cain, If thou doeft not well,
finne lytthatthe doore. Where fin is compared
toa Wild beaft,which followes a man whither
foeuet hegoes,and licth lurking at his heelcs:
And though for a time it may feeme to bee
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C H A P. V I I I.
Of lega/l motiues to Re-

pentance.
\ A Otiues to Repentance areeither LcgallIVJIor Euangelicall. Legall,are fuchasarts
borrowed from the law: and they are three
efpecially. . . . ;

The firft is,the miferie and curfedeftate of
euery impenitent finner in thislife by rcafbn
of his finnes. : r

His miferie ( that I may expreffe it to the
conccitof the Ample) is feauen-folde.

1. within him.
2. before him.
3. behindehim.
4.on his right hand.
5.on his left hand.
d.oucr his head.
7.wider his feete.
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The nature and praBi/e
hurtldfe,becaufe it lies afleepe;yet at length, A that is full of ougly ferpents and noyfbme
vnles men repent,it wilrife vp,fcaze on them, beafts: in his fall he catches hold of a twig of
and rend out the very throats of their ioulcs. a tree that growes at the mouth of thedunge»

Min his affliftion faith, lob13.26.Thouwri- j on,andhangs by it: afterward there comes a
teft bitter things againft me,andmaksft ntefoffejje beaft both leane and hunger-bitten j which ha-tbcJinnesof mjyouth' AndDaHidptnyethyPfal' uingcroptthe whole tree, is euer and anon
25.7. Forgiucwethefimes of my youth.1f the
memoryof finnes pall bea trouble to the god-
ly man,oh what a racke,what a gybbtt will it |
be to the heart of him that wants grace ?

The miferie on the right hand is profperi-
tie and eafe:which by realbn of mans linnes is
an occafion of many iudgements. In it men j
pratfifed thehorrible finsof Sodome : it puffes
yp theheart with diuellifh pride, lb as men
lhallthinkethemfelues to be asGod himfelfe,
as Senachenb,T( ebuchadnezj,ar3 Antiechtts, A-
lexander.Herod,Domitiandid:ltlleales away
mars heart from God,& quenches the fparkes
of grace.As the Lord complaints of the Ifrac-
lite?,M. 22.21./(puke vntothee whenthou vpaft
in profperityjbut thouptidft 1will not heare : this
hathbtnthy manner fromthyyouth.It islike the
Iuiethatimbraceth the tree,& windes round
about it, but yetdrawesout the iuyee and life
of it. Hence it is, that many turne it toan oc-Cafion of their deftrucftion.S<*/M»*/* faith,Pro.
I.32 Profperitteoffoolcsdeftreycthtkim.When
the milt lwels, the reft of the body pines a-way,& when theheart is pufc with pride, the
whole man is in danger of ddtru&ion* The
Iheepe that goes in the bell pafture, Iboneft Ccomestothe flaughtcr-houfe: &thevngodIy
man fats himfelf withcocinual prolpericy that
he may the fooner come to his owne donation.

The milcrie on the left hand is aduerfitie,
which ftands in all manner of Ioffes and cala-
mities;ingoods,friends, good name, andfuch |
like. Ot this reade at large, 28. I

The miferieoucr his head , isithe wrath of jGod,which he teftifies in all manner ofiudge- j
ments from heauen, in danger of which eue- \ry impenitent linner is euery houre. And the j
danger is very great.The Scripture faith,Heb.
10- 31. his afearefull thing tofallintothe hands
ofthe lining God. He hath.ftorc-houfes fail of all !
manner of iudgements,and they watchfor fe-|cure finners, diat they cannot lcape. Gods D
wrath is a fire making hauocke, and bringing
to nought whatfocuer it lightson:yea,bccau(e
heis (low toanger,therefore more terrible:as
a man therfore ftaics his hand foratime,that
he may life it higher and fetch adeeper blow.
When dumbe creatures melt as waxe,and va~
nifh awayat his prclence when he isangry 5 as
the huge mountaines androckesdoe : fraile
man mull nener looke toHand. If the roaring
ofa lyon make men afraid, and the voycc of
thunder be tcrriblcjoli,how exceedingly fhold
all be aftonilhed at the threatnings of God ?
The miferie voder his fcete,is,»cA(ire.- for e-ucry man till herepent,is in as great danger of

damnation, as tne traytour apprehended ., of
hanging, drawing,.andquartering. A man
walking inliis way fals into a deepe dungeon

knapping at the twig on which he hangs:now
what is the dangerof this man / furelyheeis
like to fall into the pir,ouer which hec hangs:
Well,this man is euery impenitent linnet: the
pit is hell , prepared forthcdiuell and his an-gels: the twig is the brickie and fraile life of
man : the hunger-bitten beaft death, thatis
ready euery houre to knap our life afander :
the danger is fearefull: for a man hangingas
it were ouer the mouth of hell , when life is
ended,vnkffe he vfc good meanes before hcedie, hethenfalsto rhe very bottomeof it.

If this be the mifery wherewith rhe careleffe
man is befieged and compared about euery
way,and that for his fins, why doe men lye inthe dead fleepe of fecuritic ? Oh ! it ftands
them in hand to take vp the voice of bitter
lamentation, and for their offences to howle
after the manner of dragons. If men could
weepe nothing but teares of blood for theirfinnes , if they could die athoulandtimes inone dayfor verygriefe, they could neuer bee
grieued enough for their finnes.
. The fccond motiuc to draw men to repen-tance, is the confutationof the wretched e*

ftate of an impenitent finner in his death,
which is nothing but the * wages and allow-ance that lie receiues for his finnes: and it is
the very fa.burbes or rather the gates of hell.b P*HI compares death to a Scorpion, who
carriesa ftittg in his taile,whichis finne. Now
then when impenitent and prophaoe perlbns
die,then comes this fcorpion,and gripes them
with her Icgges,and ftabbesthern at the heart
with her iling.Wherefore the bell thing Is be-fore deathcome, tovie meanes topuli out the
fting ofdeath,and nothing will doe it,but the
blood of Chrift : let men therefore breakeeflf
their finnes by repentance: lec them come to
the throne of grace,and crie ; yea let them fill
heauenand earth withcries for mercie. Oh /
pray,pray, pray for the pardon of thineowne
perfonall and particular finnes. If thou ob-tainebutobedropof Godsfpcciall merde in
Chrill,alldanger ispall. For death hath loft
hisfting;and then a man without danger may j
put an ougly ferpent in his bofbmc. |
; The third motiue is the confidcration of
.his eftate after death. When the day of the
Jail iudgcinent fhall bee, hee mull be brought
and fat.before the tribunall feat of Chrift^hee
fiiall not be able to elcape or hide himfelfe:
then the booke.faall bee brought out, and
all his finnes ihall bee . difcouercd before
Gods Saints and Angels: rhe diuell and his
owne confaieuce (hall accufe himmone fhai be
aduocate to plead his cable,he.himlclfc Ihal be
fpcechlcflcjhc (hall at length heare the dread-
full fcntenceofdamnation, Goeyou turfedinto
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O f Repentance. 4<*5
hell, prepared for the diuell andhis angels. This
thing might moouc the vilcft Athcift in the
world toleaue his wicked waies,and come to
amendment of life.We feetheftrongeft thiefe
that is,when he is led in the way from the pri-fon to the barre, leaues his theeuing, and be-haues himfelfe orderly. And indeede if hee
would then cut a purfe, it were high time hee
Were hanged. All men by nature are traitours
and malefaftours againft God;whiles we liue
in thisWorld , we arein the way going to the
barre of Gods iudgement. Thewhecleof the
heauens turnes one bout eueryday,and winds
vpfomewhatofthe threed ofour life:whether
wefleepeor wake, we arealwaiescomming
neerer our end: wherefore let all men daily
humble themfeldes for their finnes , and pray
vnto God that he would be reconciled Vnto
them inChrift:andlet themendeauour them-felues in obedience to all Gods comnunde-ments, both in their lines and callings-ifgaine, after the laft iudgement there re-mairies death etcrhall appointed for him;
which Handsin thefethree things: I - A fepa-rationfromallioyandcomfortoftheprefence
of God.II.Eternal!fellowfhip with the diueland all his angels. I I I. The feeling of thehorriblewrathofGod,whichfhall feazevpbody,foule, and confidence, and (hall feed >
them as firedoth on pitchand brimftone: and
torment them as a wormecrawlingin thebo- 1dy, and gnawing on the heart: they (hall al- Cwaies bedying,& neuer dead,alwaiesin woe,and neuerineafe. And thisdeath is the moregricuous,becaufe it is euerlafting.Suppofe the iwhole world to be a mountaine of fand, andthata bird muft carry from itbutone mouth-fullof land euery thoufand yeere:many innu-merable thoufknds of yceres will be expired, Jbefore (hee will haue carried away the whole jmountaine ; well, if a man fhould ftay in tor-ment folong,and then haue an end ofhis woe,it were fomc comfort; but whenthe birdfhall i
haue carried away the mountaine a thoufand jtimes : alas,alas,a man fhall beas farre from|
the end of his abguiih and torments, as euerhee was: This cofiffdefation may ferueasanyron feourge to driue men from their wicked :Dhues. Chryfofidme would haue men in theirmeetingsin taiiernes and fcafts,to talkeof hel,that byoften th'inkirigon it,they might auoideit. A graue andchaitmatrone,beingmoouedtocommit folly with a lewd ruffian,after longdifcourfe,fhee called for a panne of coales,rc-quefting him for* her fake to hold his finger in
them but one houre ; hee anfwered , that itwasanvnkindercqueft: to whom ihe repli-ed, that feeing he would not hold fb much asone finger in a fewcoales for onefinal!houre,fbe could not yeeldtodcethe thing for whichfheefhould bee tormented body and foule inhell fire for euer.And fo fliould all men reafbnwith themfelucs,when they areaboutto finne:None will be brought todoea thing,that may
make fo much as their finger or tooth toake :

A : Ifa man be to fnuffe a candle,he will firft fpit
i on his finger ; becaufe hee cannot abide the
i heate of a finall and ter.der flame. Therefore
we ought to haue great care to lcaue our fins,
whereby we bring endlefie torment to fcodie
and foule in hell fire , to which our fire is but
yce incomparifon.

CHAP. IX.
Of motlues Euangelicall.

C Vangelicall motiues, aretwoefpecially.
•C-'Thefirft is taken from theconfiderationof mans redemption. Hethat redeemed man-kinde isGod himfelfe; as SPaul faith, 2 Cor.5.
19.that God rvas inChrift , reconciling the world
to himfelfe.Mans finne is fo vile and hainousin
the eyes of God ; that no Angell nor creaturewhatfoeuer was able toappeafe the wrathofGod for the lead cffence: Bu|theSon of Godhimfelfc muft come downe from heauen, and
takemans natureon him; and notonely that,but he muft alfb fuffer the moft accurfed deathofthecrofle,and fhed his moft precious heart-blood to fatisfie the iuftice of his Father inour bchalfe. Ifa father fhould bee ficke offiich a difeafe, that nothing would heale him,
but the heart blood of hisowne childe, heewould prefcntly iudge his owne cafe to beedangerous ; and would alfb vow if euer heerecouered,tovfeall meanes wherebyhemight
auoide that difeafc.So likewife,feeingnothingcould cure the deadly wound of our finne:but
a plaiftcr made of the heart bloodof Chrift;
it muft make vs acknowledge our pitcifull
cafe, and the hainoufneffe of the leaft of our
finnes,andftirrevs vp to nevtnefleof life.

Againe,Confidering the end ofthe redemp-tion wrought by Chrift , was to deliucr vs
fromour euill conuerfation in finne and vn-righteoufhefle,we are not10 continue, and as
it were,lie bathing our felues in finne; for that
were as if a prifoner, alter hee had bin ran-fommed and had his bolts taken cif, and were
put out of the prifon to goe whither he would,-
lhould retiirne againe,uud defire to lye in the
dungeon ftill.

The fecond motiue is, that God hath made
a promife to fiich as truelv repent. I. Ofre-mifsion offinnes, Jfa.i.i6.iS.Wafhyoutmaks
yoncleanc,take awaythe euiH of your worses from
before mine eyes:ccafeto doc euill,&c.Thoughyour
fins were as crimfon, they fhall be made M whitens
fiiow:though they were redlikefearlet,they(hall be
as wootl.And Jfit.55.6,7. Sceke theLordwhile he
may befound,call vpon himwhile he is necre. Let
the wkkedforfake his waies,&the vnrtghteous his
owne imaginations,andreturne vntothe Lord,and
he will hade mercie on him , for hecis very plenti-fuHinforgiuing. II. Of lifeeuerlafting,Ease.
18.32. 1 will not the deathof a finner,bat rat her
that he repent & Hue.And, Amos 5.4.7hasfaith
the Lord vnto the hottfe of lfrael ,Seckeye me and
yejha/lliue. I I I. Ofmiiigatingorremocuing
temporal! calamities , ter. 26 3. Standin the
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The natureandpraBiJe\.66
court of the Lords houfe,and(peaks vnt0 thecit- A
ties of / udah, &c. 'fffo be they will hearken and

j turtle euery man from his euill way,that f may re-
I pent meof the plague which f haue determinedto
|bring vpon them,becaufe ofthe wickedneffe of their

tvor\es.And, I Cor.11- 13. ffvpe wouldiudgeour
\fclucs,we(houldnot be iudged, that is, afflifted
|with temporall punifliments.

I ioyne with the remoouing of temporall
calamities the mitigating of them : becaufe
they are not alwaies taken away when the
party repenteth. After Dauids repentance the
childc dyerh,and the fword departs not from
his houfe : And the Prophet Micha brings in
the people humbling themfelues before God
vnder a temporall punifhment, faying, fwill B
beare thywrathbecaufe J haue fnnedagainft thee.
And it is Gods pleafu'te that thechaftifement
fhali remaine after the partie is reconciled vn-
tohim , that he may by thatmeanes beadmo-

I nifhed of his finsjand be anexample toothers.
I As God hath made theft: mercifull promi-
fes topenitent finners, lb heehath faithfully

i performed them , fo foone as they haue but
; begunto repent.Exa nple oiDauid ^ Sam.i 2.
j 13.Then Dauidfaidvnto Nathan,Thy fin is for.
!giuen thee.Of Manaffcs, 2 Chron,33.12.When
he wasin tribulation he prayed vnto the Lordhis
God,andhandsledhimfclfegreatlybefore the Lord
Godof his fathers,and prayedvnto him : andGod
Was intrcatedofhim,and heardhis prayer. Of the
Publican,Luk^18.13.The Pnblican,&c.fmote ^his breaft, faying,O Lord God be mercifulltome
a/inner -: 'ftcllyou,this man departed tuft1fedto
his houfe , rather then the other. Of the tliiefe.
Luke 33.42- 43. Pice faidvnto fefus,Lord,re.
member mce, whenthoucommeft to thy kingdome.
Then fefiu faidunto him,Verily, f fay vnto thee,
to day ftalt thou be with me in Paradife.

Hauing fuch notable promifes made toRe
pentancc , noman is to draw backe from the
praftife of it , becaufe of the multitude of his
finnes,but rathertodocit.The Pharifes (aid to
Chrifts difciplcs , Why eates your mafter with
’Publicans andfinners ? When fefiu heardit , hee
faid vnto them, the whole needenot the Phyfitian,
but theythatareficke: Andtf camenot tocall the

! righteous .• but finners torepentance. And,V°.ri
I b’> f fay vntayou,that Publicans and harlotsJha& ^
!gocbeforeyou into the kingdomsof God.

C H A P. X.
Of the timeof Repentance,,

HTHE time of repentance is the time pre-1 lent,without any delay at a l l : as the holy
I Ghoft faith, ifye wilheare his voice.And,
Exhort one.motherdaily,whileit is calledto day:
lefl any ofyon be hardenedthroughthe dcccitfulncs
offinris: Reafons hereof are thefe: I. Life is

: vneertaine: forno man knowesat what houre
or moment , and after what manner hee (hall

I u!r.iz 8°f°rch °* fhis world.#*;ye alfo preparedther-
fore , for the fonne of man will come at an houre

\whcnyee think? not.Thisone thing (hould make

a mantohaften his repcntance^and the rather,
becaufe many are dead ; who purpofed with
themfelues to repent in time to come; but
werepreuented by death, and fhali neuer re-
pent. 11. The longer a man liues in any fin,
the greater danger s becaufe by praftife finne
gets heart and ftrength. Cuftomc is of fuch
force,that,that which men vfe todocin their
life time, the fame they doe and Ipeake when
they are dying. One had three pounds owing
him tobe paid threefeuerall yeeres,whenhee
was dying nothing could bee got of him but
three yeercs,three pounds. Againe,by defer-
ring repentance, men treafure vp wrath a-
gainft the dayof wrath. If amalefaftour for
his punishment , (hould bee appointed euery
day tocarry a fticke of wood to au heape to
burne him twentieyeeresafter, it rauft needs
bean exceedinggreat puni(hment and mifery;
and this is the cafeof euery finner, who neg-
lefting repentance from day today,doth ther-
bv imploy himfelfe in heaping vp the coales
of Gods wrath to burne hisfoule in hell,when
the day of death comes. I I I. The more the
time is prolonged, the harder it is to repent:
the longer a man goes in fickenefle without
phyficke, the harder is the recouery. And
where the diucll dwelslong, he will hardly be
remooued: The belt waytokillaferpent, is
tocrulhitinthehead when it is young.I V.Ic
is as meate and drinke to thediuell toffee men
in their finnes , deferring repentance: as on
the contrary,, thereisgreatioy amongthe An-,

gels of God in heauen,when a finner doth re-
pent. V.Late repentance is feldome or neuer.
true repentance. For ifaman repent whenhe
cannot finne as in former time, as namely in
death: then he leaucs not finne,but fin leaues
h i m; wherefore the repentance which men
frame to themfelues when theyare dying, it
is to befeared left it die with them. And it is
very iuft,that he ftiould be contemned of God
in his death, whocontemned God in his life.
Chryfoftome faith, that the wicked man hath
this punifhment on him, that in dying hee
(hould ibrget himfelfe , who whenhe was Ii-
uing did forget God. VI. Weare with Abel
togiue vnto God in facrifice euen the fat of
our flockc: now they which deferre repen--
tance to the end doe the contrary. Late re-
penters offers the flowers of their youth to
the diuell : and they bring the lame and bro-
ken facrifice of their oldage to God.

C H A P. X I.
O F C E R T A I N E C A S E S

in Repentance.
/. Cafe of Reuolt.

I 7\7HEther a man that hath profdfed
V V Chrift and his religion,yetafterward-
in perfection denies Chrift , andforfweaics
his Rcligion,m.iy repent and belaued ? Anfw.
It is a gricuouseftate, yet aman maycome-tp.

" ' repen-
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jChron. repentance zftetward.cJWanaflis fellaway to A

Idolatrieand witchcraft; & yet was receiued
to mercie. So did wife Salomon t and yet no
doubt recouered, & is receiued to life euerla-fting. My reafon is, becaufe God vonchfefed
him to bee a pen-man of feme parts of holy
Scripture, & theScriptures were written not
by fuchas were men of God only, but by fuch

t P«t. i. as were holymenofGodfPeter denied Chrift of
knowledge againft his owne confidence, and
that curling and banning: and yet came to
repentance afterwards:asappeares by the te-
ftimonie of C h r i f t, 22.32.'f haueprayedfor
thee,that tfyfaith faile noteherfore whenthouan
convertedftrengthenthy brethren.

Obicft.I.Matth.1o.33.Wbojocuer flail denie
metbefore men,himwill f denie before my Father
which is inheauen.Anfwer.The placeisonly to
be vnderftood of fuch adenialof Chrift which
is finall.

ObieCl.II.Hebr 6.4,$ ,6.It is impoflble that
they whichwere once lightened, andhave tafted of
the heavenlygift,&c, ffthey fall awayfleuldbee
renvedby repentance.And Heb.io i6 fifwefinne
willinglyafterthat we have receivedthe knowledge
of thetruth, there remaineth nofaerifeefor finne.
Anf.Thefe places muftbe vnderftoood of the
fin which is todeath> in which men of defpe-
rate maliceagainft Chrift vmuerfally & whol-
ly fall away from religion.For theholy Ghoft
faith notfffthey fall,buta If they fallaway. And
it isadded,thattheyerveifie the Sonne ofGodand ^makea mockpof him, thatthey account the bloodof
thenewtefiamentanvnholy thing;that theydefpite
theJpirit of God.And the word tranflatedb wil-lingly, imports femewhat more, namely , to
finne becaufe a man will,that is,wilfully.The
like anfwer is to bee giuentothe queftion ,
whereby it isdemaunded,whether men ouer-
taken with the vnnaturall finnes mentioned,
^»».1.24,25,26. may come to repentance af-
terward or noznamely, that although the fins
behainousand capital,yet the grace of repen-
tance isnot denyed: asappeares in the exam-
ple ofthe Corinthians,i.Cor.6.p,10,11.

11. CafeofRccidiuation.
\]\ 7Hethcr the childe of God after Re- ^V V pentance for feme grieuous finne,doe

fall intothefameagainc, and come to repen-
tance the fecond time/ Anfw.The cafe isdan-
gerous,as we may fee bycomparifon in thebo-
dy.If one fall into the relafpcof an ague or a-
ny other ftrong difeafe, it may colt him his
life:andthe recouery wilbe very hard.Chrift
faid to the ma that had bin ficke eight & thirty
yeares,after that he had healed him, Beholde,

loh, t h o u art made whole,fin no more leaf a worfe thing
J4. befall thee. And the vneleane fpirit returning

tak̂ s tohim other feauen fpirits worfethenhimfelf.
26, Indeedc we finde noparticular example of re-couery after a rclafpe,in theScriptures;yet no

doubta recoueriemay be. Reafbns are thefe :
I. Promifc is made of remifsion of finnes in

Chrift,withoutany tearmeoftimej without
any limitation toany number or kinds of fin*

fauc only the blafphemy againft the H.Ghoft.
Therefore theremay be a R.epentaiiceand fal-uation afrerarelafpe: II.Chrift tels Peter that
hce mnft forgiue, not till feauen times onely
('which peraduenture hee thought to be very
mucb)but fenentie feauen times,and that in one
day,ifone returne feuentiefeuen times,& fay;
it repents me-Now if we muft doe this,which
haue not fo much asadrop of mercie in vs in
comparifon of God : hee will nodoubt often
forgiue,euenfor one finne,if men will returne
and fay,it repents mee;confidering that with
him is plentifullredemption, and hee is muchin

111. Cafeof RcfiitHiion.
\ 7l 7Hether hce that repents is to makeV V reftitudon if hce haue taken any
thing wrongfully from his neighbour? Anfw.
Ye2 -,Zachew,whea he repented and receiued
Chrift, gaue halfe of his goods to the poore,
and if he had taken any thing by forged caviUx-tion, hee reftoreditfourefolde. It is buta badde
praftife when a man on his death-bed will ve-ry deuoutly bequeath his fbule to God, and
his goods cuill gotten (as his confeicnce will
often crie in hiscare) to hischildre & friends,
without either reftitudon or amends making.
Queft.But what if aman be not able to reftore?
Anfw.Let him acknowledge the faulr,& God
will receiue the wilfor the deed:As Paul faith
in the like cafe,2.Cor.K.n.Jftherebea willing
minde,it isaccording tothat whichamanhath,and
not according to that whichamanbathnot. fliteft.
When a man by reftoring {hall diferedit him-felfcrhow fhall he reftoreand keep hiscredit?
Anfw.Let him(if the thing to be reftored be of
fmall moment) make choifeoffeme faithfull
or honeft frieud,who may ddiuer the thing in
the behalfcofthe parde,conceaIing his name.
fftucft. Howifthepartiebedead.? Anf. Let
him reftore to the heires and fecceftburs; if
there be none,let him reftore to God,that is,
the Church and the poore.

IV. Cafeof teares.
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I 71 7Hether doth repentance alwaies goe !
V V with tearesor notM«£No:For very

pride and hypocrific will draw forth teares.
And feme therearc, that can weepe for their
finnes in the prefence of.others,whereas being
alone , they neither will nor can. home su
gaine are of that conftitution of body, that
they haue teares at command. And a godly
man with drie cheekes may mourne to God
for his fins,and intreat for pardon and receiue
ir.Yet inall occafionsof deeper griefefor fin,
teares will follow:vnlefle men haue (tony and j
flinty hearts. And yet againc,though the grea- ;
teft caufeofforrow beoffered,the fofteft heart 1
that is, feeds not teares atthefirft, but-afe]
tefwards it will. When the bodie receiues ai

deeps;
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The nature and praBife>&c.468
ned,for I bauetranjgre/fed the commandmentof
the Lordandthy wordsJrecaufe Ifearedthe people
andobeyedtbeirvoice. Nowtherefore1praythee
take away my fin t̂ndtumeagainewith me,that1
mayworjhipthe Lord,&c.Againe,/ haue finned,
bat honoar mef pray thee,before the elders of my
people.OfAhab,Whe Ahah heardthefe words,he
rent hisclouths,and put onfack$loath,& fafted,&
wentfoftly,Andthewordofthe Lordcante to £.
liah,faytrig,Seejl thou how Ahabis humbled be-foreme }

Diflcmbling repentancemay be difcerned,
becaufe men after a time returne to their old
byas againe. 'Thuruo king of Egypt laid vnto
Mofes and Aaron3 Exod.8.%.Prayvntothe Lord
that he may take awaythe frogs from me drfrovt
my people.And,Sxo.g.2 j.When Egypt wasJ,mit-
ten with haile,he/aid,1hauenowfimed,and the
Lord is righteous:but l andmypeopleare wicked:
Pray ye vntothe Lordthat therebenomoremigh.
tie thundersandhaile. Againe , troubled with
gralhopners,he faid . Exod.1o.16.1hauefinned
again/ } the Lordyour Cod,andagain/ }you,&now
forgiuememy finne onely this once.Nowroarkc
the iflue of all: when Pharao faw that hee had
rejigiuen him,he hardened his heart,and hearkj-rtednot vnto them, as the Lord had faid,Exod.8.
15.Thisistheordinary and common repen-tance that moft men pra&iiein the world.

Defperate repentance commonly called
Pcni ence, is whena man hauing onely Gods
iudgemu.ts before his eyes, isfmittcn with
horror of confidence s and wantingaffurance
ot Godsmercie,defpaircs finally.Thiswashs.
das repentance, Math.̂ y.i.who when he had
brought againe the thirtie piecesoffritter,corfc/fed
hisfault andwentandhangedhimfefe.

C H A P. X I I I. .
Ofcorruptions inthedottrineef

Repentance.
THeChurch ofRome atthisday hath cor*I rupted the auncient do^rine of repen-
tance,beeingone of the (peciall pointsof reli-gion.The corruptions are elpecially fixe.

The firft,thatthey make repenranceor pe-nance tobe a Sacrament,whichcannot besbe-caufe it wants an outward figne.And though
fomefay, that ihc words which the prieft re-
hcarfeth in ablolution,are thefigne: yet that
cannot be,becaufe thefigne muft be notonely
audible,butalfovifiole.

The fecond , that a finrier hath in him a na-turall difpofition , which beeing ftirred vp by
Gods preuentinggrace,hemayand canwork
together with Godsfpirit in his owne repen-tance:But indeedeall our repentance is to bee
aferibed toGods gracewholly,£/>/>. 2.4. The
fouleof man is not weake, but ftarkcdead in
finne, and therefore it can no more prepare it
felfe to repentance, then the body being dead
in the graue can difpofc it feife to the laft rc-furreftion.

The thirdcorruption, thatcontrition in re-
pentacemuft be fufiicicnt.A thing impossible.
For fin doth lb greatly offend Gods maieftiej

deepe wound, at the firltyefhall fee nothing A
but a whitelineor dint madein theflefh,with-
out any blood; ftay but a while, then comes
blood from the wound in great aboundance.
So at the firft themind is aftoniflhed,and giues
noteares:butafter feme refpite or confidera-
tion,teares follow*

y. Cafeof death.
C 7\ 7Hether the repentant finner can al-V V waiesfhew himfclfe comfortableon
his death-bed. Anf. Though the comfort of
Godsfpirit ftiallneuer beeabolifhed from his
heart.yet he cannotalwaies teftifie it. For he
may dieof a burning ague; and byreafonof
theextremiry of his fits,be troubledwith idle-
neffe of head,and breakcout into ragingfpee-
chesand blafphemies. Likewifehemaydie of
a fickneffe in the braine, and be troubled with
grieuous convulfions,foashis mouth(hail be
writhen to hiseares,his necketurned behind;, j

1 him,& the very place where he lieslhal (hake :
through his tremblingsdailyexperience wil
teftifie. Neither is any to thinke this ftrangc:
Cot Salomon faith,Eccl.<?.2 < All things (inout-
ward matters)<w»* alike to aU,andthefame con-
dition Is to the iufr and to the wicked : to thegood
andtothe pure,andto the polluted,and to himthat
facrifrceth,andta himthat facrificeth not.

, K»g,
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C H A P. X I I.
Of the contrarie to Repentance.

^Ontrary to repentance is impenitencie ,
whereby men continuein one eftate, nei-

ther forrowing for finne, nor turning from it.
It is one of the moft grieuous iudgeraents

thatis,ifitbefinall:Forasaficke man,then is
moftficke, whenhcfcelcsthe leaft fickneflc,
and faith he is wehfo mifcrablcman is in moft
miferle when he feeles nomiferie,and thinkes
himfelfe in good eftate.

This finne befalles them that iudge rhem-ftlues righteous, needing no repentance: As
the Pharifesi'i the daicsofChrift, the Catha-rifts in the primitiue Church,and the Anabap-tifts in our age. Adde vnto theft fiichas haue
hardened their hearts , fo as they cannotdifi
cerne betweenegood and euill.nor trembleat
Gods iudgements,but rather fret and rage a-gainft the,tillGod in his wrath eitherdeftroy
them,or caftthemto finall dcfpaire. As itbe-
fel fulian the Apofiata, who died blafpheming
and caft hisowne blood intotheaire-Betweene the twoextreames,Repentance
and Impenitencie,isplacedcounterfeit repen-
tance: For the wicked natureof mancan difi*

ftmble & counterfeitGods grace,as the Lord
coraplainesof the Iewes for.3,10.Herrebelli-
ousfifrer fudah hathnot returned vnto mewithher
whole heart,but fainedly,faiththe Lord.

Counterfeit repentance, iseither cercmo-
niall,ordefperate.

Ceremonial!,when men repent in outward
(hew,but not in truthofheartiAs 1.Sam.
15.24.30. Then/aidSaultoSamuel, f hauefin-

C
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The Combate ofthe Flejh andSpirit,
ther. Chrifts fatisfaftion (theyfay)isaplai-fterina boxe Vnapplyed:mans fatisfaftion as
a meanes to apply it: becaufe it prepares vs
to receiue it. Ah, good diuinitie: for cuen incommon fenfethefatisfa&ion of Chrift muftfirftbe applyed totheperfonof man , that itmay pleafeGod , before theworkes (which
they tearme fatisfaftions) can any way bee
acceptable toGod.

To conclude, theRomilh doiftrine of re-pentance'sthe right way tohell: For when a
finnerlhall be taught that hee muft haue fiffi-cient forrow for his finnes: and withall, that
he muft not beleeue the remilsionof bisowne
finnes particularly: whenforrow comes vp-on him,and hewants found comfort in Gods
mercy, hee muft needs fall into delperation
without recouery.Therefore the Papiftsin the
houreofdeath, (as we haue experience) are
glad to leaue thetrumpcric of humane fatis-faftion,and to reft only for their iuftification
on the obedienceof Chrift.

that no man caneuer moume enough forit.
Thefourth, that contrition doth merit re-

mifsionof finne. Anopinion that dothdero-
gate much from the all-lufficient merit of
Chrift.

The fifth,thathe that repents muft confelfe
all the finnes that he can remember ; withall
their circumftances tohisowne Prieft,or one
inhisftead, if he will receiue pardon. This
kind of confefsion Is a meere forgery of mans
brainc. I.There is neither precept nor exam-
ple ofit in the Scriptures. II. Dauidand o-
thershaue repented and haue receiuedremiH
fionoftheir finnes,without confefsion of their
finnesin particular to any man.

The laft, that the finner by his workesand
Offerings muft make fatisfaftion to God for
the temporall punilhmentofhis finnes. A flat
blafphemy:TheScriptures mention noother
latisfaftion butChrift*and if his be lufficient,
ours is needlefle: ifours needfull, hisimper-
fe«ft. Papifts write thatboth may ftand toge-
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I Toll.i.
LAV'S DEO.

THE COMBATE OF THE
F L E S H A N D S P I R I T.

thiscombateis, noted in theft words, So that
yet,the Galatians. Thelaft is the effort of chc
combat,in the laft words;tWyecannot do,&c.

Touchingthecombatit felfe, diuers points
arctobeconfidcred.Thefirft,whatthefe two,
which make combat,namely,the flelh and the
fpirit,are.They haue diuersfignifications:firft
ofall,the fpirit is taken for thefoule, and the
flelh for the body:But lb they arc not taken in
thisplace For there is no fuch combate be-
tweenethe body and the loulcs both whicha*

gree together to make the perlbn of one man.
Secondly,the fpiritfignifies naturall reafon,&
the flelh the naturalappetiteor cocupifcencc.
But they cannot fo bee vndcrftood in this
place.For theipirit herementioneddoth fight
euen againft naturall reafon:which though it
femeto make a man without excufe , yet it is
an cnemie tothe Ipirit. Thirdly,thefpirit fig-
nifiestheGodheadof Chrift,and theflelh the
manhood: but it muft not bccfo taken here
For thefl euery man regenerate fliould be de-filed. Laftly,the fpirit fignifies acreated qua-
lirie of holioeffc, which by the holyGhoft is
wrought in the minde, will, and affcrtionsof
man j and the flelh,thenaturallcorruption or
inclinationof the minde, will, and af&rtions
tothat whichis againft the law: Iu this fenfe
thefetwaine are taken in this place.

Secondly, it is tobe confidered how theft
twaine,the flelh and the Ipirit,can fight toge-
ther,being but meere qualities. Ana we muft
know that they are notfeuered afondcr, as
though theflelh were placedinone partof die
foule, and theIpirit in another; but they are

ioyned

G A t. 5.17*

Forthefiefh lufteth againft the fpirit , dadthe
fpirit againftthe fiefit : andthefe are comraric one
toanother , fo that je cannot doethe things which
yee would.

HE Apoftle Paulfrom the C
beginning of this chap-
ter to the 13. verfe ex-
horts the Galatians to
maintaine their Chrifti-
an libertie: and from
thence to theend of the
chapter hee perfwade

themto other Ipeciall dutiesof godlineflc. In
the13.verfe he; ftirres them vp to be fernice-
ableone toanother by loue:in the15.verfe he
dilfwades them from contentions and doing
ofiniuries. In the16.verfe heIhewes there-
medie of the former finnes,which is,towalke
according to the fpirit- In the17.verfe hee
renders a reafon of the remedie, the force £>
whereof is this.The flelh &the fpirit arccon-
trary; wherefore if yee walke according to
thefpirk, it will hinder theflelh j that it{hall
notcarry you forward to doe injuriesand liue
in contentions,asotherwifcit would.

In thisverfe we haue toobferue Hue points.
1he firft, that there isacombat betweene the
flelh and thefpirit,in theft words.77>* fiefhlu-ftethagainft the fpirit,&thefj>iritagainft thefiefh.
The fccond , is the matter of this combate
which (lands in the contrarie tufting of the
flelh& the fpirit.The third isrhecaufe of the
combatein thefewords, andthefeare contrary.
The fourth , is the fubieft or perlbn in whom

;
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The Qombate of+7®

ioyfted and mingled together in all the facul- 1A
tiesofthefoule:The mindeor vnderftanding
part* is notone part flefh,and another fpirit j

but the whole minde is flefh , and the whole
mindeis fpirit, partly one,& partly the other.
The whole wil is partly flefh and partly fpirit:
tlie flefh and the fpirit, that is, grace and cor-
ruption not feuered in place, but onely in rea-
fon to bee diftinguilhed. As the aire in the
dawning of the day is not wholly light or
wholly darke as at midnight & atnooneday,
neither is it in one part light,and another part
darke: but the whole aire is partly light, and
partlydarkethroughout. Inaveffellof luke-
warme water , the water it felfe is notonely
hotor only cold, or in one part hot and ano-
ther part cold ; but heate and colde are mixt
together in euery part of the water: Sois the
flefh and the fpirit mingled together in the
fouleofman: and this is the caufe why thefe
twocontrary qualities fight together.

Thirdly, in this combate wcare toconfider
what equalitic there is betweene thefe two
combats,the flefh and thefpirit: and wemuft
know, that the flefh vfually , is morein mea-
fure then the fpirit.The flefh is like themigh-
ty gyant Goliah3 and the fpirit is little & fmall,
likeyong Daniel.Henceit is,that /Weals the
Corinthians which were men iuftified & fan-:

ftified carnall , 1couldnot(faith he, i Cor.3.1.)
brethren fpeakevntoyou,asvntofpiritnail men,but
as vntocarnall,asvntobabes inChrift.And none C
cancometo be tall men in Chrift according to
the age of the falneffe of Chrift,till after this life.
And the fpcech which isvfedoffbmc diuines,
that the man regenerate hath bat the rcliques of
finite inhim,muft be vnderftood warily,,elfe it
mayadmit anvotruth. As for the melfure of
grace it can be but fmall mrefped.wheras we
doreceiuebut the firft fruits of the fpirit in this
life, and muft waite tor the accomplifhment
ofour redemption till the life to come.Forall
this, the power &.effie.acieof the fpititis fich,
that it is able to preuaile ordinarily agaiuft the
flefh. For the flefh receiues his deadly wound
at the firft inftant of mans cotuierfion * and
continually dyeth after by little.and littlesand
therefore it fights butasa maimed;fauldier.- jy
And the fpirit is continually, confirmed and
increafed by the holy Ghoft:and it is liuely &
ftirring;and thevectue of it like mi|<ke..: one r ;
graine whereof will giue aftrongcr.£nelljthen
many ounces of other perfumes. 'Stwne may
fay, that the godly man doth more,feele the
flefh then the fpirit:& therefore that the flefh
is euery way more then the fpirit, I anfwer,
that wemuft not meafureoureftateby feeling
which may cafily deceiue vs.A manjhall feele
a paine which is but in the top of his finger
more fepfjfcly then the health of his whole
body: yet tljc health of the body is more then
the paiae.qfa finger. Secondly,wcfecle cor-ruption not by corrqptiQn, but by grace j and
therefore men, thejnpre- they feele their in-wardcorruptions-,the moregrace they haue.

Thus muchofthe combate it felfe s nowlet
vs come tothe manner of this fight.

It isfought by Lofting',To luft in this place,
fignifics to bring forth and toftirre vp moti-ons and inclinations in the hearty either to
good or euill.

Lufting is two-fold:the luftingof the flefh,
and the luftingof the fpirit.

Theluftingofthe flefhhath twoa<ftions,the
firft is toengender euill motionsand inclina-tions of felfe-Ioue,enuy, pride,vnbelecfe,an-ger,&c.S. lamesfaith,IW.i.i^thatnienare
enttfed and drawne away by their ovene conatpi-fcence. Now thisentiling is onely by the fug-1

geftion of bad cogitations and defires. This
adionof theflefh made Paul fay, Rom.j.14.thathe;was carnall, foldvnder finne.

The fecond adion ofthe flefh, is tohinder,
and quench,and ouerwhelmeal1the good mo-tionsof the fpirit. Paul found thisin himfelfe
when he faid,Rom.7.23./ fee another law inmy
members rebelling againftthe law of my minde,and
leading me captioeto the law of finne. By reafon
of thisaftionof the flefh, the manregenerate
is like to one in a (lumber troubled with the
difeafe called Ephialtes or the mare: who
thinkes thathe -feelesfomething lying on his
breaft as hdauie as a mountaine and would
fainc haue it away , whereupon he ftriues and
labours by hands and voice to remooue it, but
for his lifecannot doeit.

On the contrary, the lufting of the fpirit
containes two other aflions, The firft is, to
beget good meditations, motions, inclinati-
onSjand defires in the minde,will, and aflexi-ons. Of tbis’Daaidfpeaketh: Pfal.16.7* My
reynes teach me in the night fenfbn.• that is, liny
minde,affedion,andwill,and my whole foule
being fandified and guided by the fpirit of
God, doe minifter vnto mee confiderations
ofthe way in which I ought to walke- fffias
prophefying of the Church of the nevvTefta-menc,faith, / .̂30. 21« When amangoethtothe
right handor to theleft,hefba/lhearea voice,fay-ing!Hereisthewayjwalkeyeinit.Whichvoice is
not only the outward preaching of the mini-ftcrsjbur alio the inward voiceof the fpirit.
- Thefecondadion ofthe fpirit,is to hinder
and fupprefle thehad motions and fuggeftions
ofthe flelh.Saint folpn faith,i . fohn3.9. he that
isborne of Godfiftieth not ftecaafe bis feedremain
W£btnbtm,thit is, grace wrought in the-hearc
by the holy-,Ghoft which refifteth the rehelli-o.us'defires qf the,-flelh. .

’
; ' .-That the manner of this fight may more

clcercly appear*., wee muft examine it more ,
particularly., In the foule of man there be two
feciaft parrs, the minde and the will.

in; ihe tniude;there isa double combat.The
firftds betweene knowledge .of the wordof
God , and;natural!ignorance or blindnefle.

I tor feeing do.in this life know but in part:
' therefore,kpowledge of the truth mulhceeds
by jpynedvwi$h:’igiK>rance in 'all that are en-lightened j aad^neof thefe beingcontrary to
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the fief!)andjpirit. \7i

another, they ftriuetooiietfoadesy and oner-.A i mineherniavaine/tndwafhedmnt handsinimso-
caft each other. . v 1- - \wncy. Yea,thisdefpaire may&e-foextrcame,

Hence we may Iearae the caufe/Why excel- J that it fhall weaken the body,: and cdnfiime it
lent ditiines doe varie in diuers.-points of re- more then anyfickenefle.No man istothinke
ligion:and itis, b?<tai?fe in’thisjjombate natu-r j this ltrange in the childe of God. For though
rallblindnefie yet remaining , pretwilesmore ; hee defpaire of hiseleCfion and faluation to

i or lefle.Men that are dim-fighted and cannot j Chrift,yet his defperation is neither total nor
difeerne without fpe&adesa if they bee fet to ! jfinall.lt is noitotall,becaufe hee doth notdei
difc.ry a thing afarre; off , .the moft of them j fpaire withhis whole heart-, faith euen at that
would be of diuers opinions of it. And men j inftant lullingagainft defpaire. It is notfinall;
enlightned and regenerate in thislife, dobutj becaufe he fhall recotier beforethe laftendof
{eeaswaglzJfcdarkfy'AgainCithis muft teach ! his.life. : .
all ftudemsof diuinitieoften tofufpe# them- | J . To proceed, the combat in the will is this*
felues in their opinionsand defcnces:feeing in j The will partly willeth and partly nilleth that
them, thatareoffoundeft iudgement the light J whichisgood at the fame inftant:and fo like-
of their•ynderftandmgis mixed withdarknes B j wife it willeth atid nilleth that which is euill,
of ignorance.And they can in many points fee j becau:fe it is partly regenerate and partly vnre-
but as the.man in the Gofpell, who when our j generate.-; Theafteftions likewife, which are
Sauiout .Chrift hadin part opened his eies, j -placediii.the-.wiil , partly imbraceand partly
lawmen -walking not as menJutintheformeof efehew their obieftscas loue partly loueth,and
trees: Alfo this imift teach all that reade the partly doth not loue God and things to beld-
feriptures toinuocate and call vpon thename Med:fearc is mixed & not purefas fchoolemen
ofGod, that he would enlighten themby his hauedreamed) but partlyfiliaH } partlyferuile,
fpirit, and abolilh the.' mift of naturall blind- 'caufirig the childe of God to ftand in awe of
nes. The prophetDauid was worthily inligh- God,nor onely for his mercies,but alfo forhis
tened with the knowledgeofGods word,foas Judgements 8c punifhments. The wil ofa man
heexcelled the auncient & hisowfte teachers regenerate is like him that hath one legge
in wifedomejyet being priuie to himfelfe ton- foud,tbe other lame:who in euery ftep which
ching hisowne.bUddnes, often prayeth in the he makes,dorhnot wholly halt,or wholly goe
Pfalmej j g. lnlightett mine ties that f may vpright,but partlygoe vpright and partly hair.
vnderftand the wondersofthy law. - Orlike a man in a boat onthewater: who go-

By reafon ofthis fight, when naturall blind- C ethvpwardf becaufe heiscarried vpward by
nes preuailcs, thechildof God truly enlighte- the veffdl,audat the fkmerrime goes downc-
ned with knowledge tolife eucrlafting, may wardJaccaufe he walks downward in the fame
erre not only in lighter points, but euen in the vcflejlat the fame inftant.Ifany fh ill fay that
very foundation of religion, as the Corinthi- contrariescannot be in the fame fubiccft : the
aus and the Galatians did. And as one may anfwer is^theycannot , if one of them bee in
erre,:ioan hundred men may alfb;yeaa whole his full ftrength^in the higheft degree; but
particular Church: andas one Church may if the forte of. them born bee delayed and
erre,;foamoo. more may. For in refpe<ft of weakened,they may be ioytied together,
this.combat,the eftate and condition ofal men By rekfonof thiscombat, when corruption
isalike.Whence it appeares,that the Church j preuailes.againft grace in thewill and affeCH-
militanc vpoearth is fubieeft toerror. Butyet Qns , rherf arifeth in the godly a certaine
aschedifcafesofthebodybeoftwofbrtsjfome deadnejfeorhardneffe-,ofheart , which is no-
curabie,& fome incurable which are to death: thingelfe buta want of fen'G orfeeling.Some
folikewifeerrorsare.AndcheChurch though mayfay,that'this isa’fearefuil judgement:.bnf
it befubieeft tofundry falls, yet itcannoterre theanfwer isy that there bee two kinds of
in foundation to death: the errorsof Gods pjj Itardneffc of- heart ; one which poflelfeth - the
childrco. be curable. Some may here fay,If all 1 heart,& is neuer felr,thisis in them,who haue
menand ChurchcsBe fubieft toerror, then it j theirconfcieme fearedwithan hotyron; who by
fhalnotbegoodtoioynewithanyof them >but reafon ofeuftome in finnears paftali feeling,
to feperate frothem all.Ianfwer, thoughthey who likewife dejpife the meanes of foftening
may& do erre,yet we muft not feparate from their heartsAodindeed this is a feareful ludg-
the.folongas they doenotftparatefro Chriftr* j met.There-istahother hardnesofheart which

The fccond combatein the minde, is be- | isfelti& this isnot lodagerousas the former:
tweene faith and vnbeliefe.For faith isimper- j for aswe feele'our ficknes by contrary life and
fed,& mixt with the contrary,vnbelecfe,prc • ! healthjfb Hardnes of heart when it is felt , ar-
fuming,doubting,&c.As the man'inthe Gof- 1 guesquickneflebfgracejand foftnesofheart.
pel faith, Lord,'lbcdeeue,hdpc minevnbeleefc. . j Of this Damdofttnicoplained inthe Plalfftfe:

By reafon of this fight,when vnbeleefe pre-- ot this the ehildte ol Iff ael fpeak vvhe they fay,
uaiftSithcvery child ofGod mav fall into fits Whyhaft thou hzrdvedoar hearts ftomthy waits?
and pangsof defpaire: as Job & Dduid in their Thus nluclvof the -manner of the combate
temptations did. For Davidonee confidering :in particular ft before we proceed any further,
theprofperityof - the wicked , brake out into , let vs marke the iftiic otic, wi)ichiStopre-
thisfpeechj^/̂ h jq.i ^.Certamcly'f haueclenfcd uaileagainft'-the fldh.
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The Qombate of '4-7*
The fpirit preuailes againft the flefh at two A the hcad,yetforall this,it remainesftill vaited

times s in thecourfe ofa mans life, and at his and coupled to the body, and may againe bee
endjbut yet with fomc foiles receiaed. recouered by plaiftersand phyficke: loafter a

, I faythefpirit preuailes,not in one inftant, grieuous fal thechild ofGod fceles noinward
but in the whole courfe of a mans life,fo Saint peace&comfort, but is fmitten in confcience
John faith,Heethat is begotten of Godfmnetbnet: with the tremblingof a fpirituall palfie forhis
for heepreferuethhimfelfe: thegrace of God in offence: and yet indeede ftill remainesbefore
his heart ordinarily preuaileth in him. And God a member of Chrift in refped of con-Paulmakes it the propertieofthe regenerate iumftien with him,and fhall be reftored to his
man,w walksaccordingtothe fpirit,whichis not former eftateafter ferious repentance,
now & then to make a fteppeforward, but to AndGod permits thefe foiles for weightie
keepe hisordinary courfein the way ofgodli- caufes.* firft, that men might bee abafhed and
nes:Asingoingfrom Barwicke toLondon,it confounded in thcmfelucs with the confidc-
may beea man now and then will goc amide: rationof their vilenatures, and learnc not to
but he fpeedily returnes to the way againe, fwellwith pride;becaufe ofGodsgrace. Paul
and his courfe generally fhall be right. B faith, thatafter he had bin rapt into the third

Againe, the fpirit preuailes in the end ofa hcauen, theangelefSatha wasfent tobuffethim,
manslife. For then the flefh is vtterly aboli- and(as we fayjio bcatc him blacke and blew,
fhed,and fandification acceniplifhed,becaufe that he might not be exalted out of meafure.
novneleane thingcanenterinto thekingdome Thefecond, that wee maylearnc todenie
of heauen. our fellies and cleaue vnto the Lord from the

This further muft be concerned; that when bottomeofour hearts. Taulfaith that he was
thefpirit preuailes,it is notwithoutrefiftar.ee ficketodeath,that he might nettruftinhimfstfe,
andftriuing:as Paul teftifieth ,1doe not the good but inGodwho raifeththe dead.
Which1would,but the euiS which f wouldnotjhat Thus much of themanner of thecombate:
doe I. Which place is not to be vnderftood nowfollowesthecaufeofit.
onelyofthoughts& inward motions(asfome The canfeis the cotttrarietie that is betweene
would hane it)nor of particular offences: but the flefh andthefpirit.As Paulfaith,T/jr wife.
ofthegenerall pra&ife of hisdutie or calling, dome ofthe flefh isenmity to God.
through the whole courfe of his life- And it is
like the praftifeofafick man, who hauingre -
coueted of forne grieuous difeafe, walkes a C
turneor twaineabout thechamber,faying,ah
I wouldfaine walke vp& down,but Icannot:
meaning not that he cannot walkeat all, but
fignifying that he cannot walke as he would,
becingfoonc wearied through faintneffe.

I addefurther,that this preuailing is with
foyles. A foyle is, whenthe flefh for a time
vanquifheth and fubducth the fpirit. In this
cafe,the man regenerate islike a fouldier,that
with a blow hath his braine-pancracked,foas
helies grouelingaftonifhednot able to fight:
or like him that hath afitof the falling fickncs
whofora timelies like a dead man.Hence the
queftionmay bemooued, whether the flefh
preuailing doth not extinguifh tbc fpirit: and
fbcutoffa man from Chrift; till fuch time as Dhe be ingrafted againe- The anfwer is this.
There be two forts of Chriftians: one, who
onely in (hew and name profefle Chrift : and
fuch an oneis nootherwife a meberof Chrifts
myfticaUbody, then awoodden leggefetto
the body isa member of the bodie. Thete-cond ishee, thatin name anddeede is a liuely
part and member of Chrift. If the firft fall,he
can not be faid to becuttoff, becaufe hee was
neu§eingrafted. If the fecond fall,he may be
and# cut off from Chrift. But marke how:
he is not wholly cutteoff, but in lbme part,
namely,in refped of the inward fellowfhip&
communion with Chrift, but not in refpedof
coniundion with him. A mans arme taken
with the dead palfie,hangs by and receiues no
heatc,Iife or fenfe from the members,or from
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Rom,},?Hence weare taught,thatfince thefall,there
is nofrce-wil in manin fpiritualmatters,con-cerningeither the worfhipofGodor lifeeuer-lafting. For flefh isnothing elfe butour natu-ralldifpofition: anda man is nothing elfe but
flefh by naturctfor thefpirit comes afterward
by grace: and the flefh is flatcontraric to the
fpirit,which makesvsdoe that which isplea-ding vntoGod. Wherefore the will naturally
is a flat bond flaue vnto finne.

Againe,hence wc may learnc,that it is not
an eaficmatter to pradife religion,which isto
liue according tothe fpirit,to which our natu-rall difpofirion is ascontrary as fire to water:
whereforeif we wil obeyGod,wemnft learne
ro force our natures tothedutiesof godlines;
yea,euen fweate and take painestherein.

Laftly, here wee may learne thenature of
fin.Thc fpirit is not a fubftance but a qualitic:
and therefore the flefh which is nothing elfe
but originall finne, and iscontrarie tothefpi-rit,muft alfobea qualitie; for fuch as the na-
ture of onecontrary is,fuch istheother.There
is in cuery naan, the fubftanceofthe body and
foulc,thiscannot befinne , for then the fpirit
alfo fhould be the fubftance of man. There is
alfb in the fubftance the facultiesof the bodie
and fbule: and they cannot be finne , for then
euery man fhould haue loft thefaculties of bis
foule by Adams fall. Laftly, in the faculties
there is a contagion orcorruption which car-
rieth them againft the law:andthat isproper-
ly finne and the flefh,whichis contrary to the
fpirit.

The fourth pointis , touching the perfons
in whom this combate is# Paul fhewes who

whether
grace be
extin-guish*d
by finne.
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theyate, when he faith,Sothatye cannot> &c.
where it appeares,that fuch as haue this com-
bate in them,muft beeas as the Galatians.men
iuftified and fanftified:and yet notal fiich,but
onely they that bee of yeares: for the infants
of the faithfuli, howfoeuer wee mnft repute
them to belong to the kingdomc of heancn ;
and therefore to be iuftified and fan&ifiedryet
becaufe they doe not commit a&uall finne,
they want this combatcof the fleffa and (pint,
whichftandsin a&ion. Asfor thofe which be
vnregenerate,they neuer felt this fight.If any
fey,that the worft man in the world,when he

•isabout tocommit any finne,hatha (trite and
fight in him; it is true indeed: but that is an o-
ther kindeofcombate, which is betweene the
confcience aiid the heart. The confcience on
theonepart terrifying the man from fin: the
will and the affeftions haling and pulling him
thereunto; the will andtheaffe&ions wi(h-
ingand defiring that finne werenofinne, and
Gods commandement abolifhed; whereas
contrariwife theconfcience with a (hr ill voice
proclaimes finne to be finne. This fight was
iq Pilate, who by the force of his confcience
feared to condemne Chrift ; and yet was wil-
ling, and yeelded tocondemne him that hee
might pleafe the people.

Furthermore, this combate is in the rege-
nerate but during the timeof this life. For
they which are perfedly fenftified feele no
ftrife.Ifany(hall fay,that this combate was in
Chrift,when he laid, Father,ifit bethy vtiU,let
thistap pafft from me.yet netmy wtU,bntthinebee
done; indeed,hereisa combate,butofan other
fort; namely, the fightof twodiuerfe ddires:
the one wasadefire todohis Fathers will in
foftering the death of the crofle, the other a
natural!defire ( whichwasnofinbutameere
infirmity of humane nature) whereby hee in
in his manhood defires (us the manner of na-
ture is to feeke the preferuation of it fclfe}to
haue the curfcd death of thecrofle remooued
from him.

The fift point is the effeft of this combate,
which is to make the man regenerate, that hee
cannot dothethingswhich hewould,and thismuft
be vnderftood in things both good and euill.

And firft he cannot doe the euill which he
would for two caufcs.Firft,becaufe hecannot
commit finne at what time foeuerhee would.
Saint John faith, Hethat is borne of God firneth
not,neither can he finne,becaufe he is borne of God,
that is,he cannot finne athispleafure or when
he wilUlofeph wheu he was affaulted with PM-
tiphars wife toadulterie; becaufe the grace of
God abounded in him, whereby heanfwered
her,faying,Shall 1doethis,andfinne againft God?
he could not then finne. Lot becauie his righ-
teous heart was grieued in feeing and hearing
the abominationsof Sodome, could not then
fin as they of Sodome did. Hence it appeares,
that fuch perfons as line in the daily praeftife
of fin againft their owne confcienccs,(though
they bee profeflours of the true religion of

Chvift)haue no foundnefle of gracein them.
Secondly, the man regeneratecannot finne

in what manner he would, and there bee two
reafonsthereof. Firft , he can not finne with
fullconfent of will,or withall his heart:becaufe
thewill fo farre forth as it is regenerate, rc-
fifteth & drawtth backe: yea,euen then when
a man is carried head-long by the pafsion of
the flefh , hefetlcs fomecontrary motionsof
a regc nerate confcience. It is a rule,that finne
doth not reigne in the regenerate. For fo much
grace as is wrought in the minde,will,afFefti-ons: fo much is abated proportionally of the
ftrengrhof the flelh.Wherfore when hecom-mitsany finne,he doth it partly willingly:and
partly againft his will.Asthemarrinersinthe
tempeft caft Jonas into the lea willingly: for
otherwife they had noedone it:andyet againft
their wils too: which appeares becaufe they
prayed and caft their goods out of the (hip,
and laboured in the rowing againft the tem-peft,and that very long, before they caft him
out. And herein lies the difference betweene
two men committing one and the fame finne,
the one of them being regenerate, the other
vnregenerate. For the latter finnerh with all
his heart and with full content, and fo doth
not the firft. Secondly,chougbhefall intoany
finne, yet he doth not lie long in it , but fpec-
dily recouers himfeife, by reafbn ofgrace in
his heart.

Hence iris manifeft, tha< finnes ofinfirmitie
C are committed onely of fuch as are regene-

rate. As for theman vnregenerate he can not
finof infirmity whatfoeuer fomefalfly thinke.
For he is not weake but ftarke dead in finne.
And linnes ofjnfirmitie are fuch only asarife
of conftraint,feare,liaftines,and fuchlike fod-
den pafsions in the regenerate. And though
they finne of weakcr.es often by reafbn of this
fpitituall combate , yet they doe not alwaies ;
for they may finne againft knowledge and
confcience of prefomption.

Tocome to the tecond point ; the regene-
rateman cannot doethegoodwhich he wouldfac-
caule he cannot doe it perfectly andfoundly
according toGods wil as he would./W faith,
Towillis prefent withme,bat 1 findno meants per.

D feEHy to doe that which I woald.ln this point the :

godly man is like a prif'oner that is gotten
forthof thelayle, and that he might efcape
the hand of the keeper,defires & ftrities with
all his heart to runne an hundred miles in a
day ; but becaufe he hath ftrait and vvaightie
bolts on his legges cannot for his life creepe
paftamileor twaine, & that with chafing his
llefh and tormenting himfeife:Sothe feruants
ofGoddoe heartilyddire , and indeauourto
obey God in all his commandements: as it is!
(aid of KingJofias,That he turned to Godwithall j ^Kiag, •
his heart,with all his fonlc ,with all his might,ac- \ j
cording to allthe lave of Mofcs,&c.yet becaufe
they are clogged with the bolts of the ftefh,
they perronne obedfcnce both flowiy mid
wcakely , with diucrsflippes and tals.

B

Lok.it,
41,

Ram . 7,

Moh. j.
9-

Thus



The Qombateof the fiejhandJJirit .' 474
refpeft becomefinfoll,as fweete water ifluing
outof a pure fountaine, is by a filthychanneli
made corrupt.

Thirdly,wee doe hence learne that concu-
piicenceor originall finne is properly audin-
deed finnc after baptifme,though it pleafe the
Counfellof Trent todecree otherwifc. For
after baptifme it is fiat contrary to the fpirit,
and rebelsagainft it.Papifts obied;, that it is
taken away bybaptifme.Anf.Originall finne

Thusmuch of the combate: now letvsfee
whatvfe may be madeof it.

Firft ofall,by it welearne what is theeftate
of a Chriftiaa man in this life. A Chriftian is
notone thatis free from alleuill cogitations,
from rebellious inclinations and motions of
will and af&tfions, from all manner of flippes
in his life and conuerfation: for fuch an one
is a mecre deuife of mans braine, and not to
be found vpon earth. But indeede hee is the
found Chriftian, that feelinghimfelfeladen
with thecorruptionsof hisvile and rebellious
nature,bewailes them from hishcart,and with
might and maine fights againft them by the
grace of Godsfpirit. Againe , hereisouer-
throwne the Popifh opinion of merit and fo-
rtification by workesof grace, on thisman-
ner : Such as the caufo of workes is, fuch are
workes themfclues. The catife of workes in
man, is theminde,willedaffeftions fandifi-
ed:in which the fldh and the fpirit are mixt
together,as hath beene(hewed bffore.Thcre-
fore workesofgrace , euen thebeftofthemj
are mixt workes, partly holy, and partly fin-
foil.Whereby it iseuident toa man that hath
but common fenfe,that they are notanfwera-
ble to the rightecufoes of the law ; and that
therefore they can neither merit life, orany
way iuftifie a mau before God. If any reply,
thatgood workesaretheworkesofGodsfpi-
rit,andfor that caufo perfectly righteous,I an-
fwer,itis true indeed, they comefrom the ho-
ly Ghoft that cannot finnc, but not onely or
immediately. For they come alfb from the
corrupt minde and will ofmart , and in that

A

or the fiefh is taken away in the regenerate
thus; In it there be three things: the guilt,
thepunilhment, thecorruption: the firft two
are quite abolilhed by the merit of Chrifts
death in baptifme: the third, that is, the
corruption remaines ftill: but raarke in
what manner: it remaines weakened, it re-
maines not imputed to the perfbn of the bc-
lecuer.

Laftly, hereby we are taught tobewatch-
fullin prayer.Watchandfr^y( Mth ChriftJ&'c.
for theJpirit is ready, but the fiejh isweafa Re-becca,whentwotwinnes ftrouc in her wombe
was troubled&faidjWhy am I fo?*wherefore
(hewenttoaske the Lord, namely, byfbmc
Prophet. Sowhen wefccle thisinwardfight,
the bed thingis to haue rccourfe to God by
prayer,and tohis word, thatdiefpirit may
ftrengthened againft thefie(h. Asthechild:
ofIfraelbycompafsfogthecitieofJerichofo-
uen daies , and by founding Rammes homes
ouerturned the wals thereof:foby forious in-
uocation of Gods name, the fpirit isconfir-
med,and the tntretsand towersof the rebelli-ousflelh battered.
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