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TO THE READER
" VVHOSOEVER.

O D hathbeftowedon vsgreat proseririe andpease , wish plentie of all tempo-
rall bleffings that heart can wifh for many yeeres inthis land,

. Proferstic abufed bathbeene the accafionof many grieuous fins againft the
firfp and fecond table : [pecially of Atheifme, negleét of Gods worfhip, comtempt

of theword, profanation of the Sabbath, abufe of the Sacraments, .

Thefe and (uch like frones haue long called downe for indgements froms heauen
wponvs ; andeherather becanfe the preaching of the word, hash listle prewasled
tobring vs to any amendment of life.

Whereupon God hath now beghn to canfe his indgements to [eaze vpon s, pe-
cially by plague and peffilense : andthat inthe very principall part of this land : whereby hee himfelfs
deth ( as 1ob faith ) round vs in the eare, andpreach repentance to s,

Wherefore it [Fands vs now in handif euerto looke abont s : andif we hawenot repentedsto begintare-
pens : if we hane in former timserepented, te doe it more mrm[ﬂy.

If fobe that we (hould harden onr heares both againft his word andindgements, andput farre from vs
the euill day ; undonbrediywe monft needs looke for udgements farre more terrible then ener wefelt as yes: | -
if not eternall deftrultion. Let vsbe aduifedby the cid world, who made light of Noahs warning,andwere
drawned in the flood ; by Lors fonnes 1 law, who tooke thesy fathers counfell for mockage , and were burns
with five and brimftone froms beanen ; by the foolifh virgins who were flecping whenthey fhould hanc beene
Sfurnifbing their lampes, and were [hut from themarviage of the Lambe.

Andeo direét thee fomewhat in the practsfe of repentance, 1 hane penned this fmall Treatife; vfeit for
thy benefie, andfec thoube adver of it : vnleffe thowwilt be awilfubmurderer , and fhedthe blood of thine
owne foule.

A{;d whereas there haue beene publifbed beresofore in Englifly swo fermons of Repentance, oncby M.
Bradford Martyr, the other by M. Arthur Dent 5 Sermons indeede which bane done mnch g0od: my
meaning is not to addz therennto, or to teach another dottrine, bus onclytorenew and reuine she memorie of
that which they bauc tanghe.

Neitherletit trouble thee that she principall Diuines of this age, whonsin this Treasife Ifollow, may

Jeeme sobear difference in treating of repentance, For fome make st afiuit of faith,comtaining two pares,

e Mortification and Vissficarson : * fome msake faith a part of st by deuiding it into contrition, fqi:i new
adbedience : ® [ome make st all e with regenceration, The difference is not inthe [wbffance of doétrine, bue
inthe logicall manncr of handling it. Andthe difference of handling arifech of the dners acceptson of re-
pentance. It istaken twowaies 5 generally,and particularly. Generally far the whole connerfion of the fin-
ner, and (o it may containe contrition.faith bedience under it andbe corfounded with reg ion, It
istaken particulirly for they ionof the life andbch, sandfast s a fruit of faith. Audthis one.
Iy fenfe doe I follow in this Trearsfe. :

1haue added hereto a few lines of the combate betweene the Flefh and the Spirit ; becanfe repentance
andthis comsbatc are ioyned togeeher , and the one is not pratlifedwsthous the other , as appearesby refol-
wing, Pfalisy. :

Spirst, Haue mercy onme, O God, according to thy louing kindneffe.

Flcth. ¥ea,but thine adultersc consprehends infinsse fimes ; therefore looke forne paydon.

Spirit, According tothe multitude of thy compafsions put away-mine iniquities.

Flefh, This finnc hath taken fuch decpe place in thee, thas it will be hardly pardoned,

Spirit. 'Wailhme thropghly from mine iniquitics, and cleanfe me from my finne.

Fleth, Thy fpeciall trepaffe ss againft man. . !

Spirit, Againft thee, againft theeonely haue I finned.

Fleth. Excepe this one fiine thy life is vnblameable.

Spirst. Behold I was borne ininiquitie,&c.

Yeasthe beft manthat is, in the prackife of gedline(lé , often appeares to bee unlike bimfelfe : and the

canfe isthis (piritnall combate, The flefh otherwhiles makes himswaile andmonrne and goe draoping, pre-
Sently after the (pirit puts ingo bim (aswee fay)) the hoart of graffe , andmakes hims trinmph agasnft the
Slefb, the dinell,the world, Aofes was conragions at the redfea, but he failedat thewaters of ftrife. lob
[irft praifeh Gad,andafnrmrd{:la;’ﬁh»meﬁi Dansdis oftenfainting in mifery, yes by andby reuined.
Whercfarethere is gosdcanfewhy the confideration of repensance andthe combare ffomld goe togesher:thas
noman after he hath begun to repene might dreame of eafe sobis flefh - as thoughwe fhonldgoeto beanen
nbeds of downe : but rather tharwe mig bebe refolued, that when wee begin todee any thing plsafing vnto
God, thenwe muft lookefor nothing but concinnall molefbation ffom our vileandwickeanatures. ~ Witten
Anno 1593. Nowemb. 17.

Wirrram PERKINS.




-~ Epentance is .2 worke of
grace,arifing ofa godly for-
row; whereby a man turnes
) from all his {ins vnto Ged,
and bringeth forth fruites
worthy amendmentof lifes
Ical Repentance a works
becaufe it feemes not to be a qualitie or vers
tue, or habit, but an ation of agepentant fin-
ner. Which appeares by the fecmons of thé
Prophets and Apoftles ,, which runne in this
tenour; Repent turnetoGodymend your lines;c5c.
Whereby they intimate, thatxepentance is
aworketobedene.. . 1 ]
Againe , Repentance is not eucry kinde of
worke,buta worke of grace;becaufe it cannot
be praifed of any, butof fichasbee inthe
eltate of grace. Reafonsarethefe; I. No man
canrepent ,vulefl he firft hate finue; and lone
rightcoufnes; and none can hate finde, vnleffe
he befancified; and he that is fanéified is iu-
ftified:: and be thatis inftified , muit needes
haue that faith which vnites him to Chrift,
and make him bonc of his bone, and ficth of
his flefh, Wherefore he that repents,is iuftifi-
ed & fanified,and made a member of Chrilt
by faith:- IL.He that tumes to God, mulft
firft of all be turned of God,and after that we
aretuened,then we repent, Jer. 31.19. Surely
after Fwas conucrscd, repented: and after thar 1

What Repentance ss.

B

=

Ay WAL
D facly

A lies hid withinthe barke ; repentance islike
thebud that fpeedily thewes it felfe,before ei-
ther bloflome, leafe,or fruit appeare : yea all
other graces of the heart, which are needfull
10, falua; are made manifeft by rcpen-

-tance:- And-for this caufe , Repentance(as T

take it)is ficft preached.
© Iaddefurther, that repentance rifeth of a
godly forrowin the heart,as Paul teacheth, 2.
Cor.7.10, Gedly forrow canfirh repentance viro

[aluationneuer toberepentedof.tiscalled agod-

| ly forrow,0x. a forrow according to God, that
itmay bg diftinguifhed from worldly forrow:
which isa griefe arifing of the apprehenfion

of the wrath of God & other miferies:as feare
of men., loffe of good pame, calamities in
goods and other things, which in thislife fol-
low as pupifhments of (in:swhereas the godly
forrow caufeth gricfe for finbecanfess is fin, And
it makes any man, inwfiomitis, to beofthis
difpofition & minde,thatif there were no ¢6-
fcienceto accufe,nodivelltoterrifie, no iudge
to arraigneand condeinne,no hel to torment,
yethe would be humbled and brought on his
knees for his finnes, becanft ke hathoffended
alouing, roercifall, and long fuffering God.
Further I fay,thatrepentance tandsintur-
ning agaiae to God: Man at the firlt was
made a goodly creature in the image of God,
having tellovithip with him,whereby he dwelr

was inferusted, I fmore vpon my thigh:1 was afha -
med,yca enen confound:d becanfe | didbeare the
reproch of my youth. - 5

Some may obieck; that repentance goesbe- |
foreall grace,becane itis firfb preached. The
firlt fermon that ener was made;was of repen-
tance;preached of God himfelfc in paradifeto
our feft parents. And euer fince the fermons

faichfull minilters hane had repentance for
theirbeginning and féope. ' The-anfwer here-
tomay be this : ifwe refped the order of na-
ture,there be othergraces of God which goe |
before Repentance : becaufe a mans confcis
ence mait in fomefore be fetled: tonching his
recoriciliation with God in Chrilt before het |
can begin torepent:* W herefore iuftification
and fanification’in' drder of natute goe be-
forerepentance. Bitif we refpect time,grace
and repentance are both togithér. So foone as
thereisfire , fofdneisic hot : and (o foone.
asaman is regenerate,fofoone erepents. 1t
we refpedt the outward manife(tation of thefe
twain, repentance goes before altother'gra-

of all the Prophets and ‘Apoftles , and of all | *

ces: becaufe it ficftot all appeares ontwardly.
|

Regeneration is like the fappe of the trecthat

‘.ile@ , and Gad in him.. By finnc thereisa
| partition made betweene God and man: who
is alicnated and cftranged from God, & is be~
| come the childe of wrath, a fircbrand of hell,

C the prodigall childe going from liis father in-

to afarre countrey, thed{traying, nay the loft

" fheepe. Now when men haue grace o repent,

 then they begin to renew this tellow hip, and

I-turne againe to God. Andthe very effence ox
!:nature of repentance confifts in this turning.
| ‘WhichPasldoth feeme to intimatc, swhea he
[ faith, 4¢F.26. 20, That he fhewed botbco few wrd

-Gentile, that 2hey fhould repent and turae to God,

|- and doe gwd workes wort hy amaudment of lfe. In

which words hee fets downe vuro vs a tull de-

{eription of repentance.

Againe I fay, that repentance is aturning
from fin, becauft it doth ot abolthor change |
'| the fabftance of body or foule , or any of the
facultiesthercof either in whole or pare ¢ but
.only re&ific and amend them by remooning

the corruption. Itturnes the Didnetfeof me -
lancholly to godly forrow , chollee tagood
| zeale,foitnetie ot nature to meckeneill vi fpi-
rit,madne : andlightnes to C i
! icrcformes ensry man accerding

(2 §c. 7
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rall conftitution, not abolithing it, but redref-|
fing the fault of it. .
Further Ipur downe, thatrepentanceisa
turning from all finne o God , that I may ex-
clude many falfe turnings. The firft, whena
manturnes from God to fin, as when one of]|
a Proteftant becomesa Papift , an Arrian,a
Familift, The fecod,whena man turnes from
one finto another, As when the rioteus per-

A

kingrepentance , is the miniftery ofthe Gof-
pelonely,and notthelaw. Reafons hereof are
thefe: I, Faithis in%endnd by the preaching,
not of thelaw ,but of the Gofpel,as Panl faith,
Rem.1.16. The Gofpell is the power of Godto fal.
uationtoalithat beleene,fromfasthvofaith;there-
fore repentance, which follows faith asa fruit
thereof, muft needes come by the preaching
of the Gofpel o;nsly. 11, Tl:e law is the mini~

fon leaues his prodigality , and giues himfelfe

to the pra&ife of couetoufneffe: thiscan be no
repentance: becaufeit isa going from one ex-
treame toatother , whereas repentance isto
leaue the extreames and keepe themeane. The
third is, notwhenaman turnesfrom fin; but
fin turnes from him and leaues him. As when
the drunkard Jeaues diunkenneffe, becanfe his
ftomacke is decayed: . the fornicatour his vn-
cleannefle , becaufe the firength of nature
failes him: the quarreller his fighting,becaufe
he is maimed onlegge orarme. The latt is,
whenmen turne from many fins , but will not
turne fromall. As Hered did many thingsat
the advertifement of John Bapsift , butconld
not be brought to leaue inceft, in hauing his
brother Philips wife. This repentance is no-
thing. For ashe which is traely regenerate,
is wholly in body,foule,and fpirit regenerate:
fohewhichtruly repents,tutnes from all finne,
and turnes whollyto God.

Neither is thisto trouble any, that they can-
notknow all their fins : for found repentance
for one fpeciall fin, brings withit repentance
of all inne. And as God requires particular
repentance for knowne finues, o he accepts a
generall repentance for fuch as be vaknowne.

To proceede further ; the conuerfion of a
finner in repentance , hath three parts s The
firlt, a parpofc, and refolution in the minde :
the fecond, aninclination in the will and affe-
@ions:the third, an indeauour inlife and con-
uerfation, to abandon and leaueall his former
finnes , and to imploy himfelfe in obedience
o Gods commandements.

Laltly, this repentance muft bring forth
fraites worthy amendmentoflife : becaufe it
cannot be knowne to bee fincere , vnleffe it
bring forth fruit. Repentant finners are erees
of righteoufueffe of Gods owne planting: and
they grow by the waters that flow ous of the
Sanéluarie, and therefore they muft beare fruit
that may feruefor meat, and leafe for medicine;0-1
therwife the axe of Godsiudgement islaid co
theirrootes to ftocke themvp.

CHAP, 1L
Of the canfe of Repentance,

THc principall cavfe of repentance, isthe
L {piric of God, as Panl faith, 2.Tim.2.25.
Frftructing them with meckene(Je that arecontra-
rie minded, proouing if Godat any timewill gine
them repentance. And leremic,fer. 3101 8.Conuert
thou me,andf (balbe conuereed,

B

C

D

fery of death feitfhewesa
man his wretched eftate , but fhewes him no
remedy:therefore it cannotbe aninftrumental
caufe of that repentance whichiseffe@uallto
faluation. 111, The doltrine of repentance
isa part of the Gofpel,whichappearesinthis,
thatthe preaching of repentance, & the prea-
chingof the Gofpel arc putone for another.
And our Sauiour Chrift denides the Gofpell
into two parts: the preaching of repentance,
and remifsionof finnes in hi 1V. That
part of the word which workes repentance,
muft reucale the nature of it, and fct outthe
promife oflife which belongs vnto it. But the
law neither les faith nor rep 3
thisisa proper worke of the Gofpell. If it bee
faid, that the law isa fchoole-mafter to bring
vsto Chrift, the anfwer is, tabringmento
Chrifk not by teachingthe way, or by alluring
themsbut by forcing and vrging them.
Neither do weabolifh the law, in afcribing
the worke of repentancetothe Gofpel onely s
for though it de no caufe,yet it is anoccafion of
true ance. B fe it reprefe h
cye of the foule our damnable eftate, & fmites
the fcience with doubtfull and
feares, which though they bee no tokens of
grace (for they arc in their owne nature the
very gatesand the downfall to the pit of hel)
yet they are i frons of receiuing
grace. ThePhifitianis otherwhiles conftrained
to recoucr the healthof his patient by cattin
him into fome fits of an ague: fo man,becante
heis deadly ficke of the difeafé of finne, muft
bee caft into fome fits of legal terrours by the
miniftery ofthe law, that he may recouer his
former eftate , and come to lifc euerlatting.
Repentancealfo is furchered by calaméties,
which in this cafe often comein the roome
and {teadofthelaw. Zofephs brethren, when
they wereindiftreflc in Egypt,faid one toan-
other,Gen.42.21. We bane verily finned againft
our brosher, in that we faw the anguifb of hss fonle
when be befoug bt vs,and e wouldnos heare hims :
therefore is this trouble come vponvs. And the
Lord faithin Gfe. 5. 15. Iwill goe andreturricte
my place,tillthey acknowledge their fanlt ¢ fecks
me,intheir affliétions will they focke me diligensly.
Andthe Ifraclites {ay, Lams, 3,20, My foule hgd.
them (many affiQions) inremembrance, and%
bumbled in ns:. Example of Manaffes, 3 Chrom,
33412, And when he was intribulation, be prayed
tothe Lord his God,and humbled bimfelfe fn_a{y.
And Danid faith, Pfal.119.71.1¢ i good for me,
that 1 baue beene affliited, thas I might learne thy

The infirament of the holy Ghoft in wor-
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CHAPD. Il
Haw Repentance is wroughe .

REpcntanccis wroughtin the heartby cer-
taine fteps and degrees. Firlt of all; a
man muft haue knowledge of foure things ,
namely, of the law of God , of finne againft
the law,of the guilt of finne, and of the iudge-
mentof Godagainft finne ;, which is the eter-
nall wrath of God.

Then in the fecond place muft follow the
Applicasion of the former kriowiedg to amans
owne perfon, by the workeof'the confcience
afsifted by the holy Ghoft, which for that
caufeis called the iris of bandage: and thisap-
plication is made ina forme of reafoning, cal-
leda pra@icall fyllogifine,onthis manner.

The breaker of the Law s grskie of eternall
death, {aith the minde. i

But 1 am abroaker of the law of God faith the
confcience,as 2 witacfle and anaccufer :

Therefore I am guiltse of eternall death ; faith
the fame confcience, asa indge.

Thirdly, from this application thus made,
arifeth feare and forrow in refpe&t of Gods
iudgements againft finne , commonly called
the fing of the confeience , ot penstence; and the
compunétion of heart.

Now this compun@ion , vnlefle itbee de-
layedby the comforts of the Gofpel , brings
mento defperation, and to cternall damna-
tion. Thereforche that will repent to life e-
uerlafting mutt goe foure fteps further : Firlt,
he mult haue knowledge of the Gofpell , and
enterinto a ferious confideration of the mer-
¢y of God therein renealed. Then muft follow
the 7]7plic4tian of the former knowledge by the
confcience, renewed and afsifted by the fpiric
of adoption, on this manner.

Hethat s gusleie of ctornall death, if hee denie
himfelfe,and put his affiance inthe death of Chrift,
(bl hane rgggftvnfm_ﬂi andlife eternalt, aith the
minde enlightened by the knowledge of the
Gofpell.

But 1being guiltic of eternall death , deny my
\felfe,c5 put my affiance in the death of Chorift faith
the cofcience renued by the fpirit of adoptid

Therefore, I [aall hansrighteonfnc(fe and life e~
serlafting by Chriff.

Thirdly , after this application there fol-
lowes joy and forrow : ioy,becanfe amansfins
are pardoned in Chrift: forrow,becanfe a mans
finnes haue difpleafed him, which hathbecne
fo louing and mercifull a Godvato him.
Laftly, after this godly forrow followes Re-
pentanie , called a Tranfmentation or turning
of the minde, wherebya man determines and

yrefolues with himfelfe to finne no more as he

hath done, but to liue in newnefle of life.
HAPD. 1V.
Of the parts of Repentanse.
Bopentance hath two parts: Mortificati-
on, and Rifing to newnefic of life.

A| Mortification is the firft part of repentance,
| which concernes turning from finne.
| Menturne from finne, whenthey doe not
1onely abftaine from a&uall finne, but alfo ve
all meanes whereby they. may both weaken

gions when they maft cut off any partof the
body, vie to lay plaiftersto it, to mortifie it;
thatbeing without fenfe and feeling it may be
cutoff with lefle paine. In the fame manner,
we are to vie all helpes and remedies prefcri-
bed in the word which ferue to weaken or kill
finne, that in death it may be abolifhed.

And jtmuft not feeme ftrange, that I fay,we
muft vie meanes to mortifie our owne finnes,
For howfoeuer by nature we cannot doeany
thing acceptable to God,yet being quickened
and mooued by the holy Ghoft, we ftirre and
mooue eur felues to doe that which is truely
good. And therefore repetitant finners haue:
grace in them wheréby they mortifie their
owne finues. Panlfaith,d beate downe my bodse,
andbring it ints fubiettion. And, They which are
Chrsfts hauc cracificd the flefl,with the affestions
and Infbs thereof: and, Mortsfie therefore yaur
earthly members fornication, vncleanne(fe.zheir.
ordinate affeStion,enill pifcence,and s
ueffe. And,Ifany man purge bimfelfe fiom thefe,
he fhallbe aveffell vnto honour. \nd, Savar Jobn
faith, Encry onewhich hath this hape 31 bins, pirr-
geth himfcife, ewen as he is pare : and . hewhich
1 begarten of God preferucth himfelfe , andrne
wickedone tancheth himsnos.

Mortification hath three parts, a purpof:
inminde, an inclination in will,and an indea-
uour in lite and conuerfationto leaue all finne.

Rifing to mewnefie of life, is the fecond
part of repentance concerning fincerc obedi-
ence to God.

And it hath alfo three parts, The two fir,
are a refolution in the minde , and inclination
or Inft in the will to obey God inalk things.
Barnabas exhorts them of Antiochia,thes with
purpofef beart they wowld cleaie wntothe Lord,
Examples of both thefc are many in Scrip-
tures: Of Zofhua,If st [eeme ensll vnto youto ferve
- |the Lord, choofe yon this day whom h]ﬂu will ferse,
1D | whether the Gods which your Fathers ferued, or
the Guds of the Amorites,cc.but 1 andmsy honfe-
bold wikl fernc the Lord, Of Dawid, O Lord,

B

thy commandements. And, 1hane fivorne , and
will performe it  that 1 will keepe thy righteons
sudgements. And,Whenthou fasdft,[eeke myface,
mine hears anfwered unto thee , O Lord, 1 will
|fecke thy face. And, 1 haue applyed mine heart
tofulfill thy fatutes alwaies enento the end,
Thethird pare , is an endcavour in life and:
conuerfation to obey God. Example of Pawl,
Andbéresn Ltake painesto hane alwaies a cleere

Lhane arefpect toallthy commandements. And,J
hane chofen the Wn]af tyuth , andthy indgements
baue 1laidbefore me. And, Ihauccleanedroshy

seftimonies.  And, direlt mee in the path of

Qa4 thy

& fupprefle the corruption of nature. Chirug- |,

thow art sy partson , 1 haue determined so keepe | *

cifeience towardsGod ¢ towards men: Of Danid; !
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thy commandements ; for therein is my delight.
No man muft here thinke that a repen-
tant finner fulfils the law in hisobedience;for
their beft workes are faultie before God: and
whercas the faithfull in Scriptures are faid to
beperfect; wemuft know that there be two
degrees of perfcétion:perfeQion infubftance,
and perfeétion inthe higheft degree. Perfe-
&ion in fubftance,is when a mandoth fincere-
ly endeauour to performe perfect obedience
to God,not in fome but inall his commande-
ments. And this is the onely perfection that
any man can haue in this life. A Chriftian
mons perfedtion is 1o bewaile his imperfecti-
on ; hisobedience more confifts in the good
will then in the worke,and is moreto be mea-
fured by the affe@ion, then by the cffecte

CHAR. V.
Of the degrees d Repentance.

REpentance hath twodegrees. Itiscither
ordinary, or extraordinary.

Ordinary repentance is that , which euery
Chriltian is to performe euery day : For as
men fall daily either morcorleffe; fothe gra-
ces of God are proportionally weakned day
byday. Whercfore the continuall reparation
thercof muft be madeby adaily renewing of
repentance. A Chriftian man is the temple
and houfe of Gods fpirit ; hee muft therefore
onceaday fweepe it, that itmay be fittoen-
tertaine fo worthy a guefk.

Extracrdinary repentance is the fame in
nature with the former, it differs onely from
it in degree and meafure of grace.

Andthisistobe put in pra@ife, whenmen
fall intoany enormous , capitall, or gricuons
offences : whereby they doe very gricuoufly
wound their owne confciences, and gine great
offence to the Church : Of this fort was the
repentance of Peter, whenhe went forth and
wept bitterly : and Dawuids repentance, after
hehad committed adulterie , and murdered
Vriah.

CHAP. VI.
Of the perfons which maft repent,

Enbe of two forts: the naturall man,

and the regenerate: Repentance isnéed-
full for both:for the maturall man,that he may
bebrought from his finnes, and the image of
God renued inhim. Some may fay, that many
naturall men live ciuilly , abftaining from all
outragious behauiour,and therefore neede no
repentance. I grauntindeedethey doe fo : yet
repentance muft goe withall. For ciuill life
without grace in Chrilt, is nothing clfé in
Gods fight, but a beautifull abhomination.
The Pharifes wereciuill , yet Chrilt faith of
them, Except your rightcoufneffe exceedthe righ-

teonfneffe of the Scribes and Pharifes, ye fhall not

A
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feethe kingdome of heaven. Repentance is alfo
required inthe regenerate : becaufe they may
haue vnknowne and hidden corruptions in
them, which muft bee mortified : and other-
whilesthey fall grieuoufly : and therefore that
theymay rifeagaine , they muft be daily pra-
difed in the fpirituall exercifes of repentance.

CHAP. VII.
Of the prattife of Repentance.

IN the praife of Repentance foure fpeciall
dutiesarerequired : The firft, is a diligent
and ferious examination of the confcience by
the lawes and commandementsof God , for
all manner of fins, both originall and acuall,
Example of the children of Iftael. Wherefore i5
the lining man forrowfull > man fufferethfor his
\fin: letvs fearch and try our wases, and tuviie s
gaine tothe Lord. Of Danid, I confedered my
waies, andturned myfeste vo thyreftimonses,

Touching Originall fin, this muft bee well
remembred, that one man hath not one part
onely of originall finne, and another man ano-
ther : oneman thiscorruption, anotherthat ;
but euery man, as he receiucd from .Adam the

B

ginall finne wholly . And therefore cucry man,
(notone excepted,faning Chrift,who wasex-
traordinarily fanctified by the holy Ghoft in
the wombc of the Virgin) hath inhim from
his parents the corruption and feede of all
{in, which is a naturall difpofition and prone-
nefleto commit any finne whatfoeuer. Take|
a view and confider all the horrible finnes
that be pra&tifed in any part of the world, ei-
ther againft the firft or fecond table : whatfo-
euer they ate , the fpawne and feede of them
alliseuen in that man that is thought to bee
beftdifpofed by nature. Some may fay , that
experience fhewes the contrary ; becaufe a-
mong men that want allmanncr of religion ,
fomeare more ciuill and orderly; fomeagaine
more lewdly difpofed. I anfwer, that this
comes topafle, not becaufe fome men are by
nature lefle wicked then others: but becaufe
Gad by his pronidence doth limit and  fe-
{traine mens corruption more or lefle, which
hedoth for the good of mankinde. Forifmen
might be wholly left to themfelues,corruption
would fo exceedingly breake outinto allman-
ner of finnes, that there fhonld be no liuing in
the world.

Inexamination of a@uall fins, three rules
muft be followed. The 1. that wemuft fearch
outnot onely our groffe finnes , but cuen the
very thoughts of our hearts: For repentance is
not onely a change of the fpeech, apparell,
and outward behauiour , but alfo of the in-
ward and fecret thoughts of the heart.
Therefore the prophet loc/ bids the Iewes
vendtheir heares and not their garments:and Paul
tels the Ephefians, that they muft be rénued in
the [irit of their minds : and Peter bids Ssmon

]
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Maguas torepent & oray God, thatthethonght
of his beart may beeforginen him. The fcond,
that:the very circumftances of finnes done
muft bee.confidered, asthe timewhen , the
place where,and the manaer how ; as rianiely,
whether they were ‘done of ignorarice , or
knowledge,of weakencfle,or prefamption,or
obftinate malice. Thirdly,inexamination itis
very meete and conuenient, that wee paffc
throughall checommandements of the morall
law, laying themasmoft abfolute sules to our
heartsand lines: and by this meanes wee fhall
be ableto make large bils and Catalogues of
all our finnes, euen from the very cradle to any
part of our age following, asthe feruants of
God haue alwaies done. Thusitwill come to
pafle, -that we fhall plainely fee our wretched
cftate, . and acknowledge that our finnesbe in
number as the haires of our head , and as the
fandsby the feathore.

A Direétion for examination
of the confcience.

I.COM.
Thow fhalt haue none other Gods,cc.

Hebreakesthis cc d

'Hat knowes not the truc God,Jer.4.22.
That denies Gedin his heart,by deny-
ing his prefence,iuftice mercic,&c. Pf14.5.
Thathates God , and fhewes it by difobedi-
ence.Exod. 28.5.Rom.1.30.

him.
That feareth man or other creatures more
then God, Matth.10.31. eApoc.2.10.

That livesin open finne fecurely , not fearing
Gods word or iudgement, 1.7h¢(.5.6,7.
That is forrowfull for his finnes , onely in re-

{pec of the punithment, 3.Cor.7.10.
That teares God by mens traditions, £/.29.

the Canonicall Scripture in queftion.
That defpaires of Gods mercic.
That hath a dead faith without workes, Zam,

2.20.
Tha puts his confidence inthe diuell and his
workes,as feekers to wizzards doe.
That loucth the creatures, asriches, and ho-
nour, and hisowne filthic pleafures more
thenGod, Eph.5.5.
That puts confidence in his ftrength , wife-
dome,riches,phyfitians, 2.Chron.16.9.12.
That isimpatient vader the croffc, Math. 10.
8

3 .
That tempts God, Matth.4.7.
That feekes for the things of this life, more
then for Godskingdome, Matth.6.33.
Thatmurmures again(t God.1.(or.10.10.
That difputesand holds there isno God.
That holdes and maintaines opinions againft

—
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That dothnot fearc God and ftand in awe of

13-
That doth not beleeue Gods word , butcals | *

the ancient faithfet downe in the writings
of the Prophets and Apbftles. Asdid the
Manichees, Donatilts, Arrians, Anabap-
tifts, &c. '

That {o holds one religion ,as heis readie to
follow another.1. King.18.21.

That is full of prefumption of Gods mercie,

“Efay. 120 .

That falles away from the knowne trith: 2,
Pet.2.20. : . RN

| That addes €o'Canoricall Scripture; Dewtiy 2.
laft verfe. Cart S

LR ¥

II. COM. -
B Thon [lale vsake to thyy felfe v granen
- Image ¢5e. - '
He breakes thiscommandement,

Hat reprefents God inan image , Exod,
32.6.8. .
‘That worfhipsGod in oratimages , as cruci-

fixes,and fuchlike,3. King.18.4.

' That kneeles downe beforean Image.

That is bedily prefent at maffe, keeping his
heart to God,1.Cor.8.9.

That reraines the monuments of Idolatric.
Exod.23.13,

Tharmarricth withinfidelsand fach like:Gen,
602,

That makes leagues of amitie with fuch, 2.
Chron.19.1.

That wor(hippes God accordingto his owne
fantafie. (0din.23.

That worfhippes God with lip-feruice, 7/a.
29.13. as our common people doe, which
place all the feruice of God in' pattering
and mumbling ouer the Creedeand tenne
commandements for prayers;and theLords
prayer without knowledge of themeaning.

That hath the fhew of Godlinefle , but denies
the forceofit.2.Tim.3.5.

That gines worfhip to creatures, as Saints and
Angels:Pfal.x15.8.

That refufech to heare the preaching of the
Gofpel,Luk.1 4.19-

Thatnegligently worfhips God: Rex.3.16.

D | That omitsinnocatioof Godsname. Ef#.64.7

Thatheares fermons , but when he isreproo-
ued, railes and rages, and profits nothing. |
e Am05.9-10. )
Thatchanges the worfhippeof Godin whole
orpartiDeut.12.33. )
Thatmakeseicher open or fecret league with
the diuell, Pfal.58.6.
That vieth witchcraft , forcerie, orenchaat-
ments,Deut,18.11.Leuit.19.26.
That confules wich wizzards: Lexiz.20.6.
.| That weares Amulcts or Charaders about
his necke,and puts confidence inthem. .
That hinders fchooles of religion and good
learning, Pfal.74.6,7. )
That feckes not (within the compafle of his
calling) the good ¢ftate of Gods Churchiz
but feekes his owne things. 2/l 132.3,4.

459/
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111, COM.
_Thon fhalt not take the name of the Lord,c5c.

Hebreakes this commandement. .
THat doth vnreuerently vie Gods titlesin
his talke,Phil.2.10,
That fweares to doc a thing lawfull and good,
and yet dothitnot, Math.§:33..  +
That fweares rafhly, Zer.4.2.
That vieth coftomable {wearing
mon talke,Math.5.37. .
That blafphemes the name of God, Lewit.24.

in his com-

16.
That fweares falfly.oh.8.44.
That fweares againft pictic and honeftic.
Thatvfeth curfing and banning.
That finds fault with the creatures of God, 1+
Cor.10.3
That fwearesby the creatures, eMatth, 5.34.

45.
That viethlots in fporting. Prou. 16. 33.and

18.13.
That mgkcs and viethcharmes of herbes and
other things, Deut.18.11.
That makes iefts of the featences and phrafes
ofthe Scripture, E/#.66.2.
That vfeth figure-cafting,Efx.47.13.
Thatdoth lightly regard Gods iujgcmcnts,
Heb.3.16.
That lining diffolutely inreligion, makes
Godsname euill fpoken of, 2.Sem: 13.14.
1.Pet.3.15.
That makes avow of continencic , or of any
thingnot in his power.
That makesa lawfull vow , and kecpes it not
Dent.a 331,
Thatreceiues blefsings from God, and isnot
thankfull, Lk, 17.8.
That teacheth the truth, butdothnot pra-
&ifeit,Math,23.3.

IV.COM.
Remember the Sabbath day, ¢c.

Hebreakes this commandement,
THat labours inthe feruile workes of his
ordinarie calling, Nehews. 1 3.15.
That trauels abroad on his ordinary bufinefle
Exod.16.23.
That keepes Faircs and markets on this day,
Nehem.13.15.

That workes hatue(t worke onthis day,Exod,

34.21.

Thac vfeth fports and recteation caufing di-
{tra&ion,x,Cor.10.7.

That fpends the day in idlenefle, Ef#. 58, 13.

That kecpes the Sabbath onely in outwatd
fafhion,Efz.1.x 3.

That prophanes it by gluttonie and drunken-
nefle. .

That giues feruants libertic to doe what they

1T,
That brings not his family to the congrega-

A

B

C

D

tion to heare Gods word,.and to receiue the

Sacraments. e

That fanetifies not the Sabbath in his family
priuately by reading the word, by confe.’
rence on that which hath beene heard inY

the congregation,and by prayer.
v.coM.
Hononr thy father,cic,

He breakes this commaundement, -
THat thinkes but athought in his minde
tending to the difhonour and.contempt
of hisneighbour.
That mockes orreuiles, or beates his fuperi-
ours,Gem, 9.23. ..
Thatdifobeies their lawful commandements,
Remi.x.30.
That is vathankfullto parents, and wilnot re-
Ieeue them,if neede be,2.Tims. 3.2,
Thatdifobeyes God, to obey them, o 4%, 4.

19 .
That e}alts himfelfe aboue the Magiftrate, 3.
(2.4
That ferucs his mafter with eye-feruice, (4. 3.

220
That gouerncs his family, and thofe which

arevnder him,negligently,1. Tim.3.4.
That isflacke in punithing faults, 1.Sam. 2.

23..

Thatis too rigerous in fpeeches and punifh-
ments,Eph.6.9.

‘That marrieth without parents confent.

That choofcth his calling without parents
confent,Num.30.

Thatthinkes better of himfelfe then of others,
Rom.11.10

That defpifeth aged perfons, Le.1g. 320

V1. COM.
Thonfbals not kil

He breakes thiscommandement,
THat thinkes but a thought in his heart
tending to the hurt of hisneighbors life.
Thatbeares malice to anether.x.loh-3.15.
Thatisgiven to haftinefle, Met.5.22.
That vfeth inward fretting grudging, Jam.

3.14.

That is froward of nature , hard to pleafe,
.1.30,

Thatisfull ofrancour and bitternefic, Eph.4.

I .
That derides and fcornesothers. Geraax .9-
al.4e20,
That vfeth bitter wordsand railings, Prow.r 2.

18

That vfeth contending by words or deedes,
al.§+ 20,

That vieth chiding and crying out, Epb.4.

31s PR
Thatisgiuen to make complaints of his neigh-
bour in all places, Jam.5.9.

That!
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i That is a fighter, lam.4.14

That hurts or maimes his
Exod.21.24.

That wili rot forgive ancffence, Marth.5.33.

That will :, but not forget.

That dothi fare weil himfelfe, but giues not
almesto relecue the poore, Luke 16.19-
Thar vieth crucliie in punithing malefactours,

Deut.22.26.
That denies the fervants or labourers wages,
1am.5.4e
That holds backe the pledge, Ezech.38.7.
That fels by diners waights and meafures.

botrsbodie,

‘Thae giues his goods vpon viury ¢ which is
fimply to binde a manto returne both the
principall and the increafe , oncly for the
lone, Ezech.18.18. . .

That by his loofenefe of lifc is an occafion
why othersfirne. - -

That mooues contention and debate , Rome. 1.

29+
That being a Minifter teacheth erronionfly.
That teacheth{lackly, Zer.48.10.
Thatteacheth notat all, 1 Tims.3.24
Thathinders mens faluation any way,Mat:h,
23.13.

That feekes prinate reuenge.

VIi. COM.
Thon fhalt not commit 5.

He breakes thiscommandement,
Hat thinkes an vochaft thonghttending
to adulteric, orto any fin of that kinde.

That lookes on a woman to laft after her,

Masth.g.28.

‘That commits inceft, Lewit.18.22.

That commits Sodomie, 1 Cor.6.9.

‘That commits fornication with married , or

fingle,or contracted folkes, Dear.22.22.

That vieth matriage bed intemperatly.

That lyeth witha menfttuous woman, Ezech,
18.6.

That vieth wantonneffe, 1 Cor.6.9.

That vieth occaions and prouocations toluft,
Gal.s.g.

That is given to idleneffe.

“That weares waston and light attice , 5 Tim.
2:9. 1 Pet.3.3¢ )

Thatvfethlighe talke, and reading of loue-
bookes, 1'Cor.15.35-

“That frequents lafciuious places, Eph. 5-3.

That delighes in wanton picares,1 The/'5.23

That vfeth the niixt dancing of menand wo-
men, Marke6.23.

Thatkeepes companie with light and. fufpe-
Ged perfons, Prou.g.32.

That negle@sto difpofe his children in mar-
riage in conusnient time, 1 Cor.7.36-

That nakes marriages of young children.

That punifheth adulterie with finall punifh-
ments.

‘That marricth more wines then one at once,
Genageage

That remooucs the land marke, Pros. 22. 28. |1

That loves kis pleafure more then God: 2 i
Tim.3.4.

That takes careto fulfillthe lultsof the fleth, f
Roms. 134140

That maintaines and frequents ftewes, Deur.
23.17.

That is giuen to drunkenncfle and farfetting,
Eph.5.18.

Thatgiues himfelfc to wine, fleepe, and eafe,
Pron.20.13.

That for the auoiding of fornication matrieth
not, 1 Cor.7.2.

That puts away his wife for other caufes then
for fornication, Matth. 19.9.

VIIL COM.
Thou fhalt not freale.

He:breakes this commandement,

THar thinkes but a thought tendingto the

leaft hinderance of his neighbors.wel-
fare and good eftate. ’

Thatlinesinno calling, 2 Theff.3.11.

That negle@s his calling, Zer.43.10.

That fpends his wealth in ryot , and provides
not for his family, 1 Zw.5.8.

That isuot content with his eftate, but feckes
toberich, 1 Tim.6.10.

That felsthe goodsof the Church, or buies
them, Mal.3.8.

That fels fach things as are meanes to further
idolatrie, or any other finne.

That vfeth powdering, ftarching, blowing,
darke-fhops,tofeta glofie on his wares,and
make them more faleable. :

That conceales ghe faule of his wares.

That veth falfewaights and meafores, Least.

94351 2

That vieth werds of deceit, Pros.20.14.

That takes more for his wares then the inft

price, Matth.7.12.

That opprefleth his tenants by racking his
rents, Hab.2.11.

That vfeth ingrofsing of wares.

That raifeth the price onely in confideration
of aday of payment.

That either giues or takes bribes , Efa.1.13.
Pfalme 82, 2. . X .

That writes letters of affc @ionin wrong fits.

That holds backe things borrowed, Eze,18.7.

That holds backe things found or pawned.
Lenit,6.3, - . .

That being luftie liuesby begging.

That releeveth fach,2 Thef 3 1o.

That for gainz defends bad canfes,and delaies
fuites inlaw. Pt

That laies burdens on the people without
meafire, Jfa. 1,23 Exeh.22.27+

That fpends the Church gocds inxiot , x T

6.9.

Thatgmakes merchandize of Gods word and
facraments, Mich.3.11. 2 Cor.2.1alt,

Thatgets his lining by calling of figures and
by pleies, Eph.4.28.

Thatisxafh in furetithip, Pros.11.35.8 17,18
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That fteales menschildren to difpofe them in
marriage, 1.Tim5.1.10.

Thattakes by ftealth the leaft pin,thoughit be
for the beft end.

Thatisa receiuer of things ftolne , and giues
confent tothe fa@ any way, Rom.1.31.
That vieth deceit in bargaining,1.Theff.4.6.
That reftores not things cuill gotten, Ezech.

331 ’ .
That keeps back goods giuen tothe Church,

eAé.5.3. o
That waites for a dearth to fell histhings dea-
rer, Amos.8i5.

IX. COM.
Thon fhalt not beare,hc.

He breakes this commandement,
THat dothbut conceiue a thought of dif-
grace againk his neighbour.

That envies at the profperity of his neigh-
bour,1.Tim.6.4.

That feckes onely his owne good report.

Thatis fufpicious,1.Cer.13.4.

That giues hard and rafh fentence againft o-
thers, Math.7.x.

That takes mens fayings and doings in worfc
part,Matth.26.60.

That accufeth one falfly, §.Kings.a1.13.

Thatmaketh or reporteth tales openly , orin
awhifpering manner, Lewst. 19,16,

That reccincthtales,Exod.23.1.

That fpeakes the truth of malice,Pful5 2.1 ,2.

Thatblazeth abroad mens infirmities, Aasch,
18.17.

That vieth quipping and taunting, Eph.5 .4

That victh fatterie,Prox. 20.19.

That lyeth thoughitbe for neucr o good an
end,Zech.x 3. 3.

Thatdefends ancuill caufe, andimpugnes the
contrary.

Thatwrites ot fpreads libels.

X.COM.
Thon fhalt wot Inff.

Het this co! '
T Hat thinkes an euill thought againft his
- neighbour, though hee meanc not to
doeit.
‘That conceiues fome inward delightin fome

euill motion,though he giuc not confent to
practife it,

1 1

Sinnes directly againft
the Gofpel.

He fifines againt the Gofpel,

THat denics either directly or by confe-
quent that Chrift is come in the fleth,
1.Iﬂb.4.3.8.
Thattreades vnder foote the blood of Chrift,
H.bgo.29.
That beleeues not the remifsion of his owne

A

o

finnes, and acceptation to life euerlafting, y.
lohx 3.23.

That repents not, but hardens himfelfe in all
his bad waies, Rom.3.4,5 .1¢r.8.6.

Hus much of examination:now followes

the fecond dutie , whichis confefsion of
finne vnto God,which is very neceffarie. For
theright way to haue our finnes couered be-
fore God, is to vncouer and acknowledge
them vneo him.For he will iuttifie vs,if we,as
being our owne enemies,accufe out felues; he
forgets our fins if we remember them : when
we are vile in our owne cyes, we are pretious
inhis: and when we are loft to our felucs,we
are found of him.

Thar confefsion may be rightly performed,
anotable dutie is to bee put in pra&ife in itz
namely , the arraignment of a repentant fin-
ner,whereby he f“ kimfelfe, that be maynoe
beindged of the Lord.

This arraignement hath three fpeciall
pointsinit. Firftofall,he muft bring himfelfe
forth to the barre of Gods indgement: which
thing hee doth when hee fets himfelfe in the
prefence of God, asthough euen now the day
of iudgement were.As S.Hierom did,whoal-
waies thought with himfelfe that hee heard
this veice founding in his cares , Rifeye dead
andcome toindgement.

Secondly, he muftput vp an inditement a-
gainft himfelfe ; by accufing himfelfe before
God, by acknowledging his knowne finnes
particularly, and his vnknowne generally
without any excufe or extenuation,or defence
or hidingof the leaft of thé: Example of De-
wid:1 know mine iniguity, andmy finne is ener be-
\fore me:againft thee, againft thee onely haue F fin-
7ned and dane this enillinthy fight ¢ behold, I was
bornein iniquitysand in finne bash wy mother con-

mooe the sniguitie of thy feruant: for f bane done
very foolifbly. Of Ezra,0 my God,1 am afhamed
and confonnded to ifs vp mine eyes unto thee,m
God:for onr iniguities are increafedoner onr heads,
andour trefpafe is growne vp vnso heancn.

Thirdly , hemuft with heauinefle of heart
asaiudge vpon the bench giue fentence a-
gaintt himfelf, acknowledging that he iswor-
thy of cuerlatting death, hell, and damnation.
Asthe prodigall childe, Father,] bane finmed a-
\gainft beanen,and againft thee,andans not worthic
tobecaRedthychilde. And Danicl,We baue irned
and committed iniquity, and bane done wickedly :
|yea,we baue rebelied, andhaue departedfrom f? |
precepts ¢ from thy indgments ¢ O Lordrigh-
teoufneffe belongeth vnrothee , andvntovs open
(hame.OF ok, Bebold I am vile,whas [hall 1 an-
| fwer thee?fwili lay wsy handwpon my moush, nds
Tabhore my felfe , and vepent in duft and afbes.
Of the Publicane , Who flanding afarre of »
wonld not lft 2p [o much as bis eses to heanen s
bus fimate bus breaft faying , Lordbemercifill tome
afinner,

cesnedme, . And, 1 hae finnedgreatly, becanfe F| |
hane dote this thing : but now 1 hﬁ{rh thee re-| 5,
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As for confefsion of finne tomen, it is not
tobe vied burintwo cafes. Firft, when fome
offence is done to our neighbour : fecondly,
when eafe and comfort is fonght for in trou-
ble of confcience.

The third dutie in the practife of repen-
taince is Deprecation , whereby wee pray to
God for the pardon of the finnes which hane

beene confefled, with contrition of heart,with |

earneftnesand conftancie, as for the weighti-
eft matier inthe world. And here we muit re-
member to behaue our felues to God asthe
poore prifoner doth at thebarre , who when
the indge is about to giue fentence, cries vato
him for fauonr,as for life and death. And we
muft doe as the cripple or lazar man in the
wayfit downe , vnlap ourlegges and armes,
and fhew the fores of our fins ; crying to God
continually as they doe (Looke with your eye,
andpittic withyour heart: ) that weemay finde
mercie at Gods hands , as they get almes at
thehands of the paflengers. Thus Ofesh in-
ftru@eththe people, Ofe14.1,2. O fracl,re-
twurne unto the Lord thy God : for thos baft fallen
by thine iniqmitse : take vnto you words, andturne
wnto the Lord, and[ayvate bims, Take away all
sniquitic , and recesue vs gracionfly : fo wewikl
render thecthe caluesof onr lippes. Of Dansel,
Dan.g.18,1 9. We doe not prefent our [upplicats.-
ons beforethee for onrowne righteonfne(fe, but for
thygreat tender mercies. O Lordheare, O Lord
forgiue, O Lordconfider anddaest : deferre not for
thine owne names [ake > O my God. Of Danid,
Pfal,s1. 2. Hanemercievpon me, O God, acor-
ding to thy lowing kindneffe : according tothe mul-
titude of thy comspaffions put away mine imiquities.
The lait dutieis, to prayto God forgrace
andftrength , whereby wemaybe inabled to
walke innewnefe of life: Of Dawid, Pfal.119.
4o. Bchold,1defire thycommandements, quicken
meein thy righteonfneffe. And, 143+ 10. Teach
meo doe thy will,for thou art my God,let thy geod
[pirit leade msesnso the land of righteonfre(fe,

CHAP. VIIL

Of legall motiues to Re-
pentance,

M Oriues to Repentance are cither Legall
or Euangelicall. Legall, are fachasare
borrowed from the law : andthey arethree
efpecially. : I
The firlt is,the miferieand curfedeftate of'
euery impenitent finner in thislife by reafon
of his finnes. 2!
His miferic (that I may exprefle itto the
conceitot the fimple) is feauen-folde.
1. within him.
2. before him.
3. behindehim.
4. on hisrighthand,
s.onhislefthand,
6. oucr his head.'
7. vaderhis feete.

A

B

C

. Hismiferie within is two-folde. The firft
isa goiltie confcience which is a very hell
vato the vagodly men. For hee like a filly
prifoner,and the confcience like a iayler which
followes him at the heeles,, and dogges him
whitherfoeuer hegoes, tothe end he may fee
and obferue all his fayings and doings. Itis
like a regifter , that fitsalwaies with the pen
in hishand , to record and inroll all his wic-
Kednefle for cuerlafting memorie, It isa little
indge, that fitsin the middle of a man , euenin
his very heart to arraigne him in this life for
his finnes, as he fhall bee arraigned at the laft
iudgement. Therefore the pangs,terrours,and
feares of all impenitent perfons, are as it
were , certaine flafhings of the flamesof hell
firc. The guiltic confcience makesaman like
him which lies onabed that is too ftraight, and
the couering too fhort; who weuld wich all his
heart {leepe, but cannot. Belfhazzar when he
was in the midft of hismirth, feeingthe hand
writing on the wall, was fmitcen with great
feare, {0 as bisconntenance changed, wnd his knees
|fmmore rogether.

. The fecond enill within a man, is the feare-
full flaueric and bondage vader the power of
Satan the prince of darknes: in that his mind,
will, and affe@ions , are foknit and glued to
the will of the diucll, that he can doe nothing
but obey him, and rebell againft God. And
hence Satan s called the prince of this world:
which keepes the hold of the heart asanar-
med captaine keepes a skonce or caftle with
watch and ward.

‘The miferie before man, is the dangerous
fhare which the diucll layesfor the deftru&i-
onofthe foule. I fay itis dangerous: becaufe
heis in fetting of ittwentieox fortie yeeres,
before he ftrikes:when as (God knowes)men
dolittle thinke of it. It is made of three cords:
with the firft,he brings men into hisfnare,and
that he doth by coucring the miferie andthe
poyfon of finne:and by painting out to the eye
of the minde the deceitfull profits and plea-
fares thereof. With the fecond, he hopples and
infhares them, for after that a manisdrawne
into this or that finne, the divell hath fo fuge-
red it ouer with fine delights , that he cannot
but needs muft liveand liein it. By the third,
he drawes his fnare , and endeauours with all
his might robreake the necke of the foule. For
when he feeth a fit opportunitie, efpecially in
grieuous ealamitics,and inthe hourc of death,
hetakes away the vizardof fin,andfhewes the
face of it in the true forme , as ongly as him-
{elfe:then withal hebegins(as we fay)tofhew
his hornes - then he rageth in territying and
accufing,that the fonle of man may bec {wal-
lowed vp of the guife of finall defpaire.

The miferic behinde him, is the finnes paft.
The Lord faith to Cain, If thou docft nos well,
\fimne Lyeeh as the doore. W hese fin is comparcd
toawild beaft, which followes a man whither
foeuet hegoes, and licth lurking ac his heeles:

And though for a"time it may feeme to bee
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hurtleffe,becaufe it lics aflcepe; yer at length, | A- that is full of ougly ferpents and noyfome

vnles men repent,it wilrife vp,{eaze on them,
and rend out the very throats of their foules.
b in his affli&ion faith, Job 13.26. Thouwri-
veft bitter things againft me.andmakeft me poffeffé
the finnes of my youth. And Danidprayeth, Pfal.
25.7. Forgincmee the finnes of my youth. 1f the
memory of finnes paft beatrouble to the god-
ly man,oh what a racke,what a gybbet will it
be to the heart of him that wants grace ?

The miferie on the right hand is profperi-
tie and eafe:which by reafon of mans finnes is
an occafion of many iudgements. In it men
pradifed the horrible fins of Sedomse : it puffes
yp theheart with divellithpride, fo as men
fhall thinke themfelues to be as God himfelfe,
as S hersh, Lo had zar, Anriach A
lexander, Herod,; Domstian did : 1tfteales away
mars hear: from God,& quenches the fparkes
of grace.Asthe Lord complaines of the Ifrac-
lites,der. 22,21, 1 fpake vnto thee when thon waff
an proSperitybut thon [aidft 1 willnot heare : this
hath bsn thy masncr from thy youth. It islike the
Inic that imbraceth the tree,& windes round
aboutit, but yet deawes out the iuyce and life
of it. Hence it is, that many turne it toan oc-
¢afion of their deftrucion. Salomen fiith Pro.
1.32 Profperitic of fooles deftreyesh them. \When
the miltiwels, the relt of the body pines a-
way,& when theheart is puft with pride, the
whole man is in danger of deftru&ion. The
fheepe thar goes in the beft pafture , fooneft
comgstothe (laughter-houfe : & the vngodly
man fats himfelf with cotinual profperity that
hemay the fooner come to his owne danation.

The miferic on the left hand is aduerfitic,
which ftands in all manner of loffes and cala-
mities;in goods friends, good name, and fach
like. Of'this reade atlarge, Dear. 28. |

The miferie ouer hishead , isithe wrath of :
God,which he teftifies in all manner of iudge-
ments from heauen , in danger of which eue-
ryimpenitent finner is cuery houre. And the |
danger is very great. The Scripture faith, Heb,
10.31. It is a fearefullthing tofallintorhe hands
of t.3¢ lining God. He hath flore-honfes fuil of all
manner of iudgements,and they watch for fe-
care finners, that they cannot fcape. Gods
wrath is a fire making hauocke, and bringing
to nought whatfocuer it lights onsyea, becaufe
heisflow toanger,thercfore more terrible:as
amantherfore {taies his hand fora time, that
he may lift ichigher and fetch adeeper blow.
When dumbe creatures melt as waxe, and va-
nith awayat his prefence when he isangry ; as
thehuge mountaines and reckésdoe : fraile
man muft neuer looke toftand. Ifthe roaring
of alyon make men atraid, and the voyce of|
thunder betereible;oh,how exceedingly fhold
allbe altonifhed at the threatnings of God ?

The miferie vader his feete,is,bek fire:for -
ucry mantill herepent,is in as great danger of

D

‘beafts: inhis fall he catches hold of a twig of
‘atrecthat growes at the mouth of the dunge-
on, andhatigsby it: afterward there comes a
'bcaﬂ bothleane and hunger-bitten; which ha-
uing cropt the wholc tree, is eucr and anon
knapping at the twig on which he hangs:now !
what is the danger of thisman? furely heeis

liketo fall into the pit,ouct which hec hangs;
Well,this man is euery impenitent finners the
pitis hell , prepared for the divell and his an-
gels: thetwig is the brickle and fraile life of
man : the hunger-bitten beaft death, thacis
ready euery houre to knap our life afiinder ; |
the dangeris fearefull : for a manhangingas |
it were oucr the mouth of hell , when life is
ended, valefle he vie good meanes before hee
die, hethenfalsto the very bottome of it.

If this be the mifery wherewith the careleffe
man is befieged and compaffed about cuery
way, and that for bis {ins, why deemenlye in
the dead flecpe of fecuritic ? Oh! it ftands
themin hand to take vp the voice of bitter
lamentation, and for their offences to howle
after the manner of dragons. 1f men could
weepe nothing bur teares of blood for their
finnes , if they could die a thoufand times in
oneday for very gricfe, they could neuer bee
grieued enough for their finnes.

. The fecond motiue to draw mento repen-
tance, isthe confiderationof the wretched e-
ftate of an impenicent finner in his death,
which is nothing but the * wages and allow-
ance that e receiues for his finness and it is
the very faburbes or rather the gates of hell.
b Panl compares death to a Scorpion, who

B

C

then when impenitent and prophane perfons
die,then comes this fcorpion,and gripes them
withher legges,and ftabbes them ut the heart
with her fting. Whercfore the beft thing is be-
fore death come, to vie meanes to pult out the
{ting of death,and nothing will dee it,but the
blood of Chrift : let men therefore breake off|
their finnes by repentance : let them come to
the throne of grace, and crie ; yealet them fill
heaven and earth with cries for mercic. Oh?
pray, pray, pray for the pardon of thine owne
perfonall and particular finnes. If thou ob-
taine but one drop of Gods fpeciall mercie in
Chrilt, all dangcrispalt. For death hath loft
this Ring ; and then a man withonr danger may
| put an ougly ferpent in his bofome.

2. The tiizd motiue is the confideration of
his eftate after death. When the day of che
laft indgement fhall bee, hee muft be brought
and fes. before the tribunall feat of Chriftihee
fhall not be able to efcape or hide himfelfe :
then the booke. fhall bee braughe out , and
all his finnes fhall bee. difcouered before
Gods Saints and Angels: rhe diuell and his
‘| owne confétience thallaccufe him:none thal be

>

damnation, as tne-traytonr apprehended., of
hanging, drawing, and quarrering. A-man
walking inhis way fals into a decpe dungeon

to plead his caufe hehimfelfe thal be
?ccchleﬂ'c, he fball at length heare the dread-
ul

Il fentence of damnation, . Goe yon curfedinto

bell,

carrics a fiing in his taile,whichis finne. Now §
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belly prepared for the dinell andbis angels. This|A 1Ifa man be to fouffe a candle, he will firft fpic

thing might mooue the vileft Atheift in the
world zoleaue his wicked waies, and come to
amendment of life. We fee the firongeft thiefe
that is,when he is led in the way from the pri-
fonto the barre, Icaucs his theeuing, and be-
haves himfelfe orderly. And indeede if hee
would then cut a purfe, itwere hightime hee
were hanged. All men by nature are traitours
and malefa@ours againft God:whiles we line
inthisworld , we areinthe way going to the
barre of Gods iudgement. The wheele of the
heauens turnes one bout euery day, and winds
vpfomewhat of the threed of our life:whether
wefleepe or wake, we arealwaies comming
neerer-ourend: whercfore let all men daily
bamble themfelyes for their finnes , and pray
vnto God that he would be reconciled vato
them in Chrift: andlct them endeauour them-
felues in obedience to all Gods commande-
ments, bothin theit lises and callings.
Kaine, after the laft indgement there re-
maines death eternall appointed for him:
which ftands in thefethree things : 1. A fepa-
ration from all ioy and comfort of the prefence
of God.11. Eternall fellowfhip with the dinel
andall his angels. 111. The fecling of the
horrible wrath of God, which fhall feaze vpon
body, foule, and confcience, and fhall feed on
then as firedoth on pitch and brimftone: and
torment them as a wormecrawling in the bo-

- {waies bedying,& neuer dead alwaies in woe,
and neuerin eafe. And thisdeath is the more
gricuous,becanfe itis enerlafting. Suppofe the
whole world to be 2 mountaine of and, aad
thata bird muft carry from it burone mouth-
full of fand cnery thoufand yeere : many innu-
merable thoufands of yeeres will be expired,
before fhee will haue carried away the whole
mountaine : well, if 2man fhould ftay in tor-
ment {6long,and thenhaue an end ofhis woe,
it were fome comfort: but when the bird fhall
haue carried away the mointaine 2 thoufand |
times : alas, alas, a man fhall beas farre from |
the end of his anguith and tormerits , as euer

heewas: This confidetation may ferueasan

lives.  Chryfeftome would haue ten in their
meetingsin taiernes and feafts,to talke of hel,
that by often :_h’inlciri§on it,they might auoide
it. A grave and chiatt matroni, being mooucd
to commit folly witha lewd ruffian,after long
difcourfethee called for a panne of coales,re-
quefting him for her fake to hold his finger in
them but one houre :- hee anfivered, that it
was anvnkinde tequelt : towhom the repli-
ed, that fecing he would not hold fo much as
one finger in 2 few coales for one fimall houre,
the could aot yeeld to doe the thing for which
fhee fhould bee tormented body ind foule in
helt fire for ener. And fo thouldall men reafon
withthemfelues,whenthey are abontto fiones
None will be brought to doca thing, that may
make fo much astheir finger or tooth to ake :

dy, and gnawing on the heart: they fhallal- \C

yron fcourge to drine men frot their wicked

‘on his finger s becanfe hee cannot abide the
{heate of a fmall and tender flame. Therefore
| we ought to haue great care to leaue our fins,

’whcreby we bring endleffe torment totodie
and foule in hell fire , to which our fireisbut

’ yce in comparifon.

|

CHAP. IX.
Of motines Enangelicall,

E Vangelicall motiues, are two efpecially.
The firlt is taken from theconfideration
of mans redemption. Hethat redeemed man-
kinde is God himfelfe: as Paul faith, 2 Car. 5.
19.that Godwas in Chrift, reconciling the world
20 himfelfe. Mans firirie is {o vile and hainousin
the eyes of God : that no Angell nor creature
whatfoeuer was able to appeafe the wrathof
God for thelealt cffence : Bugthe Son of God
himfelfe muft come downe from heauen » and
take mans nature on him : and not onely that,
but hemaft alfo fuffer the moft accurfed death
of the crofle,and fhed his moft precious heart-
blood to fatisfie the iuftice of his Father in
our behalfe. If a father fhould bee ficke of
fuchadifeafe , that nothing would heale him,
but the heart blood of his owne childe, hee
would prefently iudge kLis owne cafe tobee
dangerous ; and would alfo vow if euer hee
recouered,to vieall meancs whereby he might
auoidethat difeafe.Solikewife, feeing nothing
could cure the deadiy wonnd of our finne : bue
aplaifter made of tac heart blood of Chrift;
it muft make vs acknowledge our pittifull
cafe, and the hainoufnefle of the leaft of our
finnes,and ftirre vs vp to newnefle of life.

Againe,confidering the end of the redemp-
tion wrought by Chrilt, was to deliner vs
fromour evill conuerfation in finne and vn-
righteonfnefle, we are notto continue, andas
it were,lic bathing our felues in finnes for that
were as if a prifoner , after hee had bin ran-
fommed and had his bolts taken cff, and were
put out of the prifon to goe whither he would;
fhould returne againe,and defire to ye in the
dungeon ftill,

The feécond motiue is, that God hath made
apromif¢ to fuch as truely repent. I. Offe-
mifsion of finnes, 1f.1.16.18. Wafk you makg
| yoncleane, take away ehe onihl of your workes from
before mine eyes:ceafe to doc ensll,e5c. Thongh ) your
finswere as crimfon, they fhall be made as whire as
| frow:shongh theywere red like fearlet they fhall be
aswooll. And Jfa.55.6,7. Seeke the Lordwhile he
may be found, call vpon himswhile be is necve, Let
the wicked forfake bis waics, 5 the vnright cons bis
owne imaginations,andyetirne vnto the Lord, and
he will basie mercie on hin , for beeis very plents-
\fiskinforgining. 11. Oflife cuerlafting, Eze.
18.32. Iwill not the deathof a  finner, but rather
that he repent & line. And, Armos 5.4. T biss fasth
the Lord ynto the boufe of Ifracl, Secke e ye e and
ye fhallline. 111. Ofmirigating or remocning

temporall calamities ; Zer. 26. 3. Standin the
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court of the Lords houfe,and peake unto all thecit-
ties of 7ua'.1b, . Tf fobe theywill hearken and
tiz7ne eHery man from his ensll waj,thaz '[' mayre-
pent meof the plague which F haue deverminedte
bring wpon thens,becanfe of the wickednc(Je of thesr
workes, And, 1 Cor.11- 13. ffwe wouldindge onr
| felucs, we fhouldnor beindged, that is, attiicted
with temporall punifhments.

1 ioyne with the remoouing of temporall
calamities the mitigating of them : becaufe
they are not alwales taken away when the

»Sam, | partyrepenteth. After Dasuids repentance the
13,14 | childe dyeth,and the fivord departs not from
his houfe : And the Prophet Micha brings in
the people humbling themfelues before God
Mish,z. |Voder atemporall punifhment, faying, fwill
9. beare thywrathbeaufe | baue finnedagainft thee.

Anditis Gods pleafure that thechaftifement
fhall remaine after the partie isreconciled vn-
tohim , thathe may by that meanes beadmo-
nifhed of his finsgand be an example to others.

As God hath made thefe mercifull promi-
fes copenitent finners, fo heehath faithfully
performed them , {0 foone as they haue but
begunto repent.Exanple of Danid,2 Sam.1 2.
13.Then Dauidfaidvnto Nathan, Thy fin is for-

ginenthee. Of Manaffes, 2 Chron.33.3 2. When
bewasin tribulation be prayed vnto the Lord bis
God,and umbledhim[elfe greasly before the Lord
Godof bis fathers,and prayedvnto hims : and God
was intreatedof bim,and heard bis prayer. Of the

Patlican, Luke 18.x 3. The Pablican, ¢ic. fmote

bis breafF, faying, O Lord God be mercifullrome

afinner: f tellyon, this msn departed ufhifiedto

bis houfe , rather then the other. OF the thicfe.

Luke 33,42+ 43. Hee faid vnto fefus, Lord, ve-

member mee, whenth eftta thy kingdome.
Thei Jefiss faidvnto bim, Versly, F/ayvntothee,
10 day balt thoube with me in Paradife.

Hauing fach notable promifes made toRe-
pentance, noman is to draw backe from the
pracife of it , becanfe of the mulritude of his
finnes,but rathertodoe it. The Pharifes faid to
Chrifts difciples , Why eates your mafler with
Publicans andfinners ? When Jefus heardit, hee
faid wnto them, the whole necde not the Phyfieian,
but they that areficke : And, F camenot tocall the

 rightcous : but finners torepentance. And, Peri
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Math,2t,
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| gocbefore you into the kingdomeof God,

CHAP. X.
OFf the time of Repentance,

TH £ time of repentance is the time pre-
fent,withont any delay at all : asthe holy
| Ghott faith,Taduy if yewil heare his voice. And,
Ecxchiort one another daily, whilest is called to day :
Left any of yous be barderadshroughthe deceitfulnes
of finze s Reafons hereof are thefe: L. Life is
{vacertaine: forno man Knowes at what houre
1o nioment , and after what manner hee fhall
go forch of this world.Be ye alfo preparedther-
{fore , for the fonns of man will come at an howre

Heb3,7:
i3,

Lulerz,
40,

| 2y, }‘ [y vnta you, that Publicans and harlots fhall D

A |amantohaften his repentance:and therather,
becaufe many are dead ; who purpofed with
themfelues to repent in time to come: but
were preucnted by death , and fhall neuer re-
pent, II. Thelongera man liues in any fin,
the greater danger s becaufe by praife finne
gets heart and firength. Cuftome is of fuch
force,that, that which men vfe todoc in their
life time, the fame they doe and fpeake when
theyare dying. One had three pounds owing
him to be paid three feuerall yeeres, whenhee
wasdying nothing could bee got of him but
three yeeres, three pounds. Againe,by defer.
ring repentance , men treafure vp wratha-
gainft the day of wrath. If amalefacour for
his punifhment,, fhould bee appointed euery
day to carry a fticke of wood to an heape to
burne him twentie yeeres after, it muft nceds
bean exceeding great punifhment and miferys
and this is the cafe of cuery finner , who neg-
le@ing repentance from day today,doth ther-
by imploy himfelfe in heaping vp the coales
of Gods wrathto burne hisfoule in hell,when
the day of deathcomes. I1I. Themore the
time is prolonged , the harder it is torepent :
the longer a man goes in fickenefle without
phyficke, the harder is the recouery. And
where the diucll dwelslong, he will hardly be
remooued : The beft wayto killa ferpent, is
to crufh itinthe head when it is young.I V. It
is asmeate and drinke to thedinell tofee men
¢ | intheir finnes , deferring repentancé: ason.
the contrary,thereisgreatioy among the An-.
gels of God in heauen, when afinner dothre-
pent. V., Late repentance is feldome or neugr.
trac repentance. Forif aman repent whenhe
cannot finne as in former time , as namely in
death: then he leaises not finne, bufin leaues
him; wherefore the repentance which men
frame to themfelues when they are dying, it
istobefeared left it die with them. Anditis
very ioft,that he fhould be contemned of God
in his death, who contemned God in his life.
Chryfoftomse faith, that the wicked man hath
this punithment on him, that in dying hee
fhould forget himfelfe , who whenhe was li-
uing did forget God. V I. We are with Abel
togine vnto God in facrifice uen the fac of
our flocke: now they which deferre repen-
tance to the end doe the contrary. Late re-
penters offers the flowers of their youthto
the diuell + andthey bring the lame and bro-
ken facrifice of their oldage to. God.

Rom.g,
5
B

CHAP. X1
OF CERTAINE CASES
in Repentances

1. Cafe of Rewilt,

vanher 2 man that hath profefed
Chiciftand his religion yet afterward
inperfecution denies Chrift, and forfweares
his Religion,m iy repent and be faned ? A/

lwhex yee think; not . Thisone thing fhould make

Itisagricuous citate, yet aman may cone 10,
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repentance afterward.e Wanaffes fellaway to
Idolatrie and witchcraft; & yet wasreceiued
to mercie. So did wife Salomon 1 and yet no
doubt recouered, & isreceiuved to life enerla-
fting. My reafonis, becaufe God vouchfufed
him to bee a pen-man of fome parts of holy
Scripture, & the Scriptures were written not
by fuchas were menof God only, but by fuch
as were boly men of God Peser denied Chrilt of
knowledge againft his owne confcience, and
that cur(ing and banning: and yet came to
repentanceafterw ppeares by the te-
ftimonie of Chrift,Luk.22.32.f haue prayedfor
thee,that thy faith faile not therfore when thou are
conweyted, fErengthenthy brethren.

Object. 1. Matthi10.33.Wiofaener (hall denie
meebefore men, himwill f denie before my Father
which is in heanen. Anfwer. The placeisonly to
be vnderftood of fuch adenial of Chrift which
is finall,

Obieét. 11. Hebr 6.4,5,6.1t is impo[fible thar
they whichwere onse lightened, and baue taffed of
the heauenly gife, &6, fftheyfall away [houldbee
renned by repentance. And Heb.10 26, f we finne
willingly after thas we hane receinedthe kyowledge
of thetrush, there remaineth no facrifice for finne,
Anf. Thefe places muft be vaderftoood of the
fin which is to death, in which men of defpe-
rate maliceagainft Chrift vniuerfally & whol-
ly fallaway from religion. For the holy Ghoft

aithnot, ff they fall, but ? Iftheyfall away. And

itisadded thateheycrucific the Sonne of Godand
make & mockeof him, thatthey accouns the blood of
the newtcftament anvnholy thing:that they defpire
the [pirit of God.And the word tranflated ® wil-
lingly, imports fomewhat more, namely, to
finne becanfe a man will,that is,wilfully. The
like anfwer isto bee giuentothe queftion ,
whercby it is demaunded,whether men ouet-
taken with the vonaturall finnes mentioned,
Rom.1.24,25,26. may come to repentance af-
terwardornoznamely, that although the fins
be hainous and capital,yet the grace of repen-
tance isnot denyed: asappeares in the exam-
ple of the Corinthians,1.Cor.6.9,10,11.

11, Cafeof Recidination.

V Hether the childe of God after Re-

pentance for fome grieuous finne,doe
fall into the fame againe, and come to repen-
tance the fecond time? Anfw. The cafe is dan-
gerous,as we may fee by comparifon in the bo-
dy.If one fall into the relafpe of an ague or a-
ny other ftrong difeafe, it may colt him his
life;and the recouery wilbe very hard. Chrift
faidto the ma that had bin ficke eight & thirty
yeares, after that he had healed him, Bebolde,
thon art vade whole, fin no more leaft aworfe thing
befall thee. Andthe vncleane fpiric returning
takes to him other [eanen Piritsworfe then himfelf.
Indeede we finde no particular example of re-
couery after a relafpe,in the Scriptures;yet no
doubta recoueriemay be. Reafons are thefe ¢
I Promife is made of remifsion of finnes in

A

B

Chrift,withoutany tearmeoftime; without

any limitation to any number or kinds of fin; :
fauc only the blafphemy againt the H.Ghott. | A&.1o,
Therefore there may be a Repentanceand fal. | 33+
uvation after a relafpe: LT Chrilt tels Pezer that
hee malt forgine , not till fcauen times onely
(which peraduenture hee thought to be very
much)but fenensse feancn times and that in one
day,ifone returne feventie feuen times, & fay;
it repents me.Now if we muft doe this,which
haue not fo much asadrop of mercie in vsin
comparifon of God : hec will no doubt often
forgiue,enen for one finne,if men will returne
andfay,itrepents mee; confidering that with | Pfal.r30.

him isplentifull redemsption, and hee ismuchin ;F
aring. 3517,

Math.18,
27;21.
Lak. 17,
4

111, Cafeof Kzﬁitk:im.

VVH:ther hee that repents is to make
reftitution if hee haue taken any
thing wrongfully from his neighbour? afiy.
Y ea;Zachens,whea be repented and received
Chrift, gane halfe of his goods to the poore,
and if he had takes any thing by forged canilia.
tion, hee reffored it fonrefolde, Itisbuta badde
pratife when a man on his death-bed will ve-
ty deaoutly bequeath his foule to God, and
his goods cuill gotten (as his confcience will
oftencrie inhis eare) to his childe€ & friends,
without either reftitution or amends making,
Queft.But whatif aman benot able to reftore;
Anfw. Let him acknowledge the fault,& God
willreceinethe wil for the deed: As Pasl faith
inthe like cafe, 2. Cor.8.12.7f there be a willing
minde st # ascording tothat whick aman hath,and
ot accordsng to that which aman bath nies, Dueft,
When aman by reftoring fhall difcredit him.
felfe:how fhall he reftoreard keep his credit?
Anfiv.Let him(ifthe thing to be reftored be of
fnall moment) make choife of fome faithfull
or honeft friend,who may deliuer the thing in
the behalfe of the partie,concealing his name.
Queft. Howif the particbe dead? 4n/. Let
him reftoreto the heires and fucceifours; if
there be none, let him reftore to God,that is,
the Chureh and the poore,

Luk,19,
s’

1V, Cafeof teares.

{

VVHethcr doth repentance alwaies goe |
withtearesor not?.An/No:For very !
pridecand hypocrifie will draw forth teares. |
And fome thereare, thatcan wecpe for their
finnes in the prefence of others,whereas being
alone , they neither will nor can, Some 2-
gaine are of that conftitution of body, that
they aue teares at command. And a godly
man with drie checkes may mourne to God
for his fins,and intreat for pardon and receiuc
it. Yet inall occafions of deeper griefc for fin,!
teares will follow: vnlefle men haue ftony and |
flinty hearts. And yeragaine,though the gieas)
telt caufe of forrow be offered the fofteft hicarti
thatis, fheds not tearcs at the firlt, butaf!
teewards it will. When the bodie receiues a

|
— |
Kr 3
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deepe wound, atthe firft ye fhall fee nothing
but a white lineor dint made inthe flefh,with=
outany blood; ftay but a while, then comes
blood from the wound ingreat aboundance.
So atthe firft the mind is aftonifhed,and giues
noteares: butafter fome refpite or confidera-
tion,teares follow.

V. Cafeof death.

V VHether the repentant finner canal-

waies fhew himfelfe comfortable en
his death-bed. 4/, Though the comfort of
Gods fpirit fhallneuer bee abolifhed from his
heart:yet he cannotalwaiesteftificit. For he
may dicof a burning ague; and by reafon of
the extremity of his fits,be troubledwith idle-
nefle of head, andbreake out nto raging fpee-
ches and blafphemies. Likewifehe maydic of
aficknefle in the braine, and be troubled with
grieuous convulfions, {oashis mouththall be
writhen to his eares,his necketurned behind::
him,& the very place where he lies fhal fhake
through his trembling, as daily experience wil
teftific. Neither is any tothinke this {trange:
for Salomon faith, Eccl.ge2. AR things (inout-
ward matters)conse alike to al,andthe [ame con-
dition is tothe inft and to the wicked : to the goed
andtothe pure.andto the poluted,and to him thas
facrificesh,andta hims thas facrificeth not.

CHAP. XIIL
Of the contrarie to Repentance,

Ontrary to repentauce is impenitencie ,
whereby men continuein onc eftate, nci-
ther forrowing for finne, nor turning from it.
It is one of the moft gricuous iudgements
that is,if it be finall: For as a ficke man,then is
moft ficke, whenhefeelesthe leaft ficknefle,
and faith heis wel:fo mifcrable man is in moft
miferie whenhe feeles no miferie,and thinkes
himfelfe in good cftate.

This finne befalles them that judge them-
felues righteous, needing no repentance: As
the Pharsfesin the daiesof Chrift, the Caths-
7ifts in the primitiue Church,and the Asabap-
¢ifts in our age. Adde vnto thefe fuch as haue
hardened their hearts , fo as they cannot dif:
cerne betweene good and enillanor tremble at
Gods iudgements,but rather fret and rage a-
gainft thé till Ged in his wrath citherdeftroy
them or caft themto finall defpaire. As it be-
fel fulsan the Apoftata, who died blafpheming
and caft hisowne blood into the aire.

Betweene the twoextreames, Repentance
and Impenitencie,is placed counterfeit repen-
tance: Forthe wicked nature of mancan dif~
femble & counterfeit Gods grace, as the Lord
complaines of the Iewes, fer. 3,10, Her vebelli.
ous fifter fudah hathnot reewrned vnto mewith ber
whole heart , but fasnodly,faiththe Lord,

Counterfeit repentance, is either ceremo-
niall,or defperate.

Ceremoniall,whenmen repent in outward
fhew,but not in truthofhearti As Sanl,1 .Sam.
15.24.30. Then faid Sauito Samnel, 7 hawe fin-

B

A |ned, for 1 banctranfgre(fed the commandement of

the Lordandthy words becaufe I feared the people
andobeyedtbesrvoice. Now therefore I praythee
take away my finandsurne againewith me, thas 1
mayworfhipthe Lord,e5c, Againe, ] hane finned,
but hononr me,l pray thee, before the elders of m
peeple. Of Ahab,Whé Ahab beardthefe ward.r,l;:
rent his cloaths,and put on fackgloah.& fafted,
went foftly..And the word of i the Lordcame to E-
liah, faying, Seeft thou how Ahabis bumbled be-
foreme ?

Diffembling repentancemay be difcerned,
becaufe men after atime returne to their old
byasagaine. Pharao king of Egypt faid voto

that be may stake away the fiogs fromme & from
w1y people. And, Ex0.9.27.When Egypt was fmit-
tenwith baile, be faid, 1 haue now finned, and the
Lord ésrighteons: but 1 andmy people are wicked:
Pray ye ntothe Lordthat there be nomore migh.
tie thunders and hasle. Againe , troubled with

againft the Lordyour Godyand againft you,¢5 now
forgiue me my finne onely ehis once. Now marke

reft giuen him, be hardened his heart and hearks-
wednot untothem, as the Lord hadfxid,Ex0d.8.
15. Thisisthe ordinary and common repea~
tance that moft men practifc in the world.
Defperate repentance commonly cailed
Peni ence , is whenaman haning onely Gods
iudgemcnts before his eyes, is finitten with
horror of confcience : and wanting affurance
ot Gods mercie,defpaires firally. This was /u-

bis faisls andwent and hanged himfelfe.
CHAP. XIIIL. .
Of corruptions sn the doélrineof
Repentance.

T He Church of Romc atthisday hath core

rupted the auncient dodirine of repen-
tance,becing one of the fpeciall points of seli-
gion, The corruptions are etpecially fixe.

The firft, thatthey make repentanceor pes
nance to be a Sacrament,which cannot besbe-
caufe it wants an outward figne. And though
fome fay, thatihe words which the prieft re-
hearfeth in abfolution, arethe fignes yet that
cannt be, becaufe the figne muft be notonely
audible,butalfo vifiole, )
 Thefecond , that afinner hathin him a na-
turall difpofition , whichbeeing ftirred vp by
Gods preuenting grace,hemay and canwork
together with Gods fpirit in his owne repene
tance: But indeedeall our repentance is to bee,
afcribed to Gods grace wholly,Epb. 2.4. The
foule of man is noc weake, but ftarke dead in
finne, and therefore it can no more prepare it
felfe to repentance, then the body being dead
inthe grane can difpofeit felfeto thelaft xe-
farreion. .

The third corruption, that contrition in fe-

pentice muft be fufticient. A thing impofSible.
For findoth fo greatly offend Gods maieftie

Mofes and Aaron,Exod.8.8.Prayvntothe Lord

grathoppers; he faid. Exod.10.16. I hane finned|

the iflue of all : when Pharao faw that bee bad|

dasrepertance, Math.27.3.who when he had|
broughe againe the thirtie pieces af filner, confeffed|
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that no man can euet mouene enough forit.

The fourth, that contrition doth merit re-
mifsionof finne. Anopinion that dothdero-
gate much from the all-fufficient merit of

Chrift- . .

The fifth, that he that repents muft conféffe
allthe finnes that he can remember ; with all
their circumftances tohis owne Prielt, or one
inkisftead, it he will receiue pardon. This
kind of confefsion is amecre forgery of mans
braine. 1. There is neither precept nor exam-
ple of it in the Scriptures. 1. Daridand o-
thers haue repented and haue receiued remif-
Gionof their finnes,without confefsion of their
finnesin particular to any man.

The lalt, that the finner by his workesand
fufferings muft make fatisfationto God for
the temporall punifhment ofhis finnes. A flat
blafphemy : The Scriptures mention noother
fatisfaction but Chrift; and if hisbe fufficient,
ours isneedlefle : if oursneedfull, hisimper~
fe@. Papifts write thatboth may ftandtoge-

A

B

ther. Chrifts fatisfaction (they fay) isa plai-
fterinaboxe vnapplyed : n(lansyfa:{s)fa&igna;s
ameanesto apply it: becauft it prepares vs
toreceiueit. ‘Ah, gooddininitie : for euenjn
common fenfe the fatisfadion of Chrift muf
firftbe applyed tothe perfon of man, thatie
may pleafe God , before the workes ( which
they tearme fatisfaitions ) can any way bee
acceptable to God.

To conclude , the Romith do&rine of re-
pentance,isthe right way to hell: Forwhena
finner fhallbe taught that hee muft haue faffi-
cient forrow for his finnes : and withall; that
he muft not beleeue the remifsion of his’owne
finaes particulatly : when forrow comes vp-
on him, and he wants found comfort in Gods
mercy, hee muft needsfall into defperation
without recouery. Therefore the Papiftsin the
houreof death, (aswe haue experience) are
§lad to leaue the trumperie of humane fatis.

fa&ion, and to reft only for their iuftification
on the obedience of Chrift, caion,

LAVS DEO.

GaAv.S.17

For the flefh Iufleth agqivj] the [pirit, andthe
Birit againftebe fiefh : and thefe are comrayicone
to another, fothat ye cannat doethe things which
e He Apoltle Paul from the

22 @22 g HE Apoftle Paul fromtl
= 7 beginning of this chap-
ter to the 13. verfe ex-
horts the Galatians to
maintaine their Chrifti-
an libertic: and from
thence to the end of the
chapter hee perfivade:
themto other fpeciall dutics of godlinefic. In
the 13.verfe he| Rirres them vp o be feiuice-
ableone toanother by loucsin the rs.verfe he
diffwades them from contentions and doing
ofiniuries. Inthe 16. verfe hefhewesthe re-
medie of the former finnes,whichis,to walke
according to the fpirit. In the 17. verfe hee
renders a reafon of the remedie, the force
whercof isthis, The flefh & the fpirit are con~
trary ; whereforc if yee walke according to
the {piriz, it will hindertheflefh ; that it fhall
not carry yen forward te doe iniuries and live
in contentions, as otherwife it would.

Inthisverfe wehaue to obferue fine points.
‘Ihe firft, that there is « combat betweene the
fleth and the fpirit, in thefe words.The flefh lu~
| Bethagainft the fpirse,cithe [pirit againft thefiefh.
The fecond, is the matter of this combate
which ttands in the contrarie luffing. of the
flefh & the {pirit. The third is‘the canfe of the
combate in thefe words, andehefeare contrary.
The fourth , isthe fabie& or perfonin whom

C

D

THE COMBATE OF THE

FLESH AND SPIRIT.

this combateis, noted in thefe words, So thae
 yee, she Galasians, Thelaft isthe effe@ of the
combat,in the laft words;that ye cannot do,cc.

Touchingthecombat it felfe, diners points
areto be confidered. The firft,what thefe two,
whichmake combat, namely,the flefh and the
fpirit,are. They haue diuers fignifications:fir(t
ofall,the fpirit is taken for the foule, and the
flefh for the bodys: But {0 they are not taken in
this place 1. For there is no fuch combate be-
tweenethe body and the foule: both whicha-
gree together to make the perfon of one man.
Secondly,the fpirit fignifies naturall reafon, &
the flefh the nataral appetite or cocupifcence.
But they cannot {0 bee vnderftood in this
place.Forthe fpirit here mentioned doth fight
cuen againft naturall reafon : which though ic

.| ferue to make a man witheut excufe , yetitis

an enemie tothe fpirit. Thirdly,the{pirit fig-
nifiesthe Godheadof Chrift,and the flefhthe
manhood: but it muft not bee fo taken here ;
For thefieuery man regencrate fhould be de-
filed. Laftly,the fpirit fignifics a created qua-
litic of holineffe , which by the holy Ghott is
wrought in the minde, will, and affections of
man ; and thie flefh,the naturall corruption or
inclination of the minde, will, and affe@ions
tothat whichis againftthelaw : Inthisfenfe
thefe twaine are takenin this place.

‘Secondly , it is to be confidered how thefe
twaine,the flefh and the fpirit,can fight toge-
ther,being buc meere qualities. And we muft
know that they are not feucred afiinder,, as
though thefleth were placedinone part of the

foule, and the fpirit in another ; but they are

—— = -
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ioyited and mingled together in allthe facul-
ties of the foule : The mindeor vnderftanding
part, is notone part flefh, and another fpirit ;
but the whole mindeisflefh, and the whole
mindeis fpirit, partly one, & partly the other.
The whole wil is partly flefh and partly fpirit:
the flefh and the {pirit, that is, grace and cor-
ruptionnot feuered in place, but onely inrea-
fon to bee diftinguifhed.. As the aire in the
dawning of the day is not wholly light or
wholly darkeas at midnight & arnooneday,
neither is it in one part light,and another part
darke: but the whole aire is partly light, and
partly darke throughout. Ina veflell of luke-
warme watet , the water it felfe is not onely

ther part cold : but heate and colde are mixt
together in euery part of the water: Soisthe
flefh and the fpirit mingled together in the
foule of man: andthisis the caufe why thefe
two contrary qualitics fight together.
Thirdly, inthis combate weare toconfider
what equalitic there is betweene thefe two
combats, the flefh and the fpirit : and wemuft
know, that the flefh vfually , is more inmea-
fure then the fpirit, The flefh is like the migh-
ty gyant Goliah, and the fpiritis little & {mall,
like yong Danid. Henceit is,that Paslcals the
Corinthians which were men iuftified & fan-
&ified carnall, 1conldnot(faithhe,1 Cor.3.1.)
brethren peake vntoyou,as unto pirituall men,bus
as vnto carnallyasvntobabes in Chrift, And none
cancome to be tall men in Chrift accordingto
the age of the fulneff of Chrift till after this life.
And the fpeech which is vied of fome divines,
that the man regenerate hath but the reliques of|
finwe in him, muft be vnderftpod warily, elfe it
may admit an votruth, As for the medfure of
grace it can be but finall inrefpe&,wheras we
dorecciuebut the. firft fruits of the fpirst inthis
life, and muft waite for the accomplifhment
ofour redemption till the life to come, Forall
this, the power & cffieacie of the fpiritis fich,
thatitis able to prenaile ordinarily againft the
flefh. For the flefh receiues his deadly wound
ac the firlt inftant of mans compierfion.s and
continually dyeth after by little.and lictlesand
thercfore it fights butasa maimed:fauldiers
And the fpiric is continually confirmed and
increafed by the holy Ghoft: and it is liuely &

graine whereof will giue aftrongeg. fmell then
many ounces of other perfiymes. $bme may
fay, that the godly man dothmoxg feele the
flefh thenthe fpirit: & thercfore that the fleth
is cuery way more then the fpirits I anfwer,
that we mult not meafurcour cltate by feeling
which may cafily deceine vs.A man fhall fecle
apaine which is but in the top of his finger
more fepfjbly then the health of “his whole
body +_y&t the health of the body is more then
the pajge of a finger. Secondly,we feele cor-
rupiion.not by corraption, buc by grace; and
therefore fen, themore they fecle their in-

hotor only cold, or inone part hotand ano- |

Rirring; and thevertue of it like mygke:: one| .

A

B

C

| fignifies to bring forch andto ftirre vp motie

D-

| Eor fecing W do.in this lifi know but in partz
' therefore knowledge of the truth multnceds

Thus much of the combate it felfe 3 now let
vs come tothe manner of this fight.
Itisfought by Lufting; To luft in this place,

ons and inclinations in the heart, either to
good or euill.

Lufting is two-fold:the Infting of the fleth,
and the lulting of the fpirit.

Thelufting of the fiefhhath two a&ions, the
firft is to engender euill motions and inclina-
tions of felfe-loue,enuy, pride, vnbeleefe, an-
ger,&c. S. lamesfaith, Jan.1.14.that men are
entifed and drawne away by their owne concnpi-
feence. Now this entifing is onely by the fog-!
geftion of bad cogitations and defires. This
actionof the flefh made Pan! fay , Rom.q, 14.|
that he'was carnall; fold vader finne.

The fecond ation ofthe flefh, is rohinder,
and quench,and onerwhelme all the good mo-
tionsof the fpirit. Pawlfound thisin himfelfe
whenhe faid, Rom. 7,23, 1 fee anotber law in my
memsbers rebzlling againfithe law of my minde.and
leading me captine to the law of finme. By reafon
of thisa&tionofthe flefh, the manregenerate
is like to one in a {lumber troubled with the
difeafe called Epbialtes or the mare: who
thinkes that he-feeles fomething lying on his
breat &s heanié as a mountaine and would
faine haue it away , whereuponhe ftriues and
labours by hands and voice to remooue it but
for hislife cannot doe it.

- Oun.the contrary , the lnfting of the fpiric
containes two other actions; The firft is, to
beger good meditations, motions, inclinati-
ons,and defires inthe minde, will, and affe@i-
ons. Of this Danid fpeaketh: Pfal.16.7. My
reynes teach me in the night feaferi: that is, my
minde,affection,and will, and my whole founle
being fanctified and guided by the fpirit of
God, doe minifter vato mee confidérations
of the way in which I ought to walke. Jfaias
prophefying of the Church of the new Tefta-
ment,faith, §/@.30. 21 When & man goeth tothe
7ight hand or to the left he  fhall heare a voice, fay-
ing*Hlere is theway.walkeyeinit, Which voice is
notenly the outward preaching of the mini-
fters; butalfo the inward voice of the fpirit.
The fecond ation ofthe fpirit, is to hinder
and fuppreffe the had motions and fuggeftions
of the flefh. Saint fobn faith, 1. fobn 3.9. he that
is.borne of Godlfimpeth not hecanfe bis feed remas.
askhsnbsm,that is, grace wrought in the heare
by the hoely-Ghoft which refifteth the rebellic
ougdefires of theflefh. R
- That the. manner of this fight may more
cleercly appeare,, wee muft examine itmore |
pasticulagly.  Inthe foule of manthere be two
{pgciall parcs, the minde and the will,

- Inythe mindg: there is a double combat. The.
fielk:is betweene knowledge of the word'of
God, and natusall ignorance or blindneffe.

be joyned wibh:ignorance in'all that are en-

h’ghrened 5. androne of thefe being contrary to

ward corruptions,the more grace they haue.

an-
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another, they ftrivetoonerfhagoss and ouer-
calt eachothers .. . o

Hence we may leatue the canfe why excel-
leut diuines doe varie in diuers:points of re-

! rallblindneffe yet remaining , prenailes more |
{or lefle. Men that are dim-fighted and cannot |
difcerne without fpecacles, if they beeferto |
difcry a thing afarrc off, the molt of them
wonlid be of-divers opinions of it. Andmen |
enlightned and regenerate in this life, dobut!
fee as in s glaffe darkly. Againe this muft teach .
all ftudents of diviniricoften to fufpet them- |
felues intheir opinionsand defences:feeing in
them thatare of foundeft indgement the light |
of their wnderftandingis mixed with darknes
of ignorance. Andthey canin many poiats fee
but asthe man in the Gefpell, who when our
Sauiour Chrift hadin part opened his eies,
faw men walking notas men,but intheforme of
srees . Alfo this muftteach allthat reade the
fcriptures toinuocaté and call vponthe name
of God,, that he wduld enlighten them by his
fpirit, and abolith the!mift of naturall blind-
nes. The ptophet-1>auid was worthily inligh-
téned with the knowledge of Gods word,foas
he excelled the auncient & his owie teachers
inwifedome;yet being priuie to himfelfetou~
ching his owne blindnes, often prayethinthe
Palme.119.18. Inlighten mine cies thas | may
vnderftand the wonders of thy law. . .
Byreafon ofthis fight, when naturall blind-
nes prenailcs, the childof God truly enlighte-
ned with knowledge to life eucrlafting, may
erre notonly inlighter points, but euenin the
very fonndation of religion, as the Corinthi-
aus and the Galatians did. And as one may
etre, {0 an hundred men may alfosyca a whole
particular Church s andas one Church may
erre, foan100. more may. For inrefpect of
this combat,the eftaté and conditionof al men
is alikg. Whence it appeares,that the Church
militant vpé earthis fubiect toerror. Butyet
asthedifeafes of thebody beoftwe forts;ome
carable,& fome incurable which are to death:
{o likewife errors are. And the Church though
itbe fubie@ to fundry falls, yet itcannotetre

children be curable. Some may heré fay,If alt
men and, Churchesbe fubie& toerror, then it
fhal not be good to ioynewith any of them,but
to feperatc fro them all.Ianfwer, thoughthey.
may & do erre, yet we muft not feparate from:
the, folongasthey doenot feparate frd Chrift.

The fecond combatein the minde, is be-
tweene faithand vabelicfe. For faith isimper-
fed, & mixt with the contrary,vnbelecfe,pre -
fuming,doubting, &c. As the man‘in.che Gof-
pel faith, Lord, Lbeleeie helpe minevnbelecfe. -

By reafon of this fight,when vabelecfe pre-/
wailes,the very child of God may fall into fits
and pangs of detpaire: as fob & Dduid in their’
temptations did. For Daxid once confidering
the profperity of the wicked , brake out into

in foundation to death : the efrors of Gods 1y

A mine beart in vaine,andwafbedmine hands ininro.

t ieengy, Yea,thisdefpaire mmaybefoextrcame, .

| [thaticfhall weaken the body and conifume it

i |morethenany fickenee:No man istothinke |
ligion:and it is, - becaufe inthisgombate natu- | this ftrange in the childe of God. Forthough

' hee defpaire of hiselection and faluation in
Chrift,yet his defperation isneither total tior |
finall.Itis not zorall, becaufe hee dothnot dé=
fpairc witbhis wholc heart; faith euen at that

inftant lufting againft defpaire. Tt is not firal;

becaufe he fhall recouer beforethe laftend of
his life. e T

- Toproceed, the combat in the will is thiss

The will partly willethand partly nilleth that

| whichisgood at the fame inftant:and fo like-

B | wifc it willeth and nilieth that which is euill,

generaty: Theaffections likewife, whicharé
placedin the witl , partly imbrace and partly
efchew theirobiecscas lone partly loneth,and
partly dothnot loue God and thingsto bels=
ued:feare is mixed & not pure(as fchoolemen
haue dreamed)) but partly filiafl, partly feruile,
‘caufing the childe of God-to ftand inawe of
God,nor auely for his mercies,but alfo forhis
indgements & punifhments. The wil of aman
regeperate is like him that hath one legge
{oud,the other lame:who in euery ftep which
he makes,dothnot wholly halt,or wholly goe
vpright,but partly goe vpright and partly halr.
Orlike aman in a boat onthewater: who go-
C | ethvpward;™ becaufe heis carried vpward by
the veffell, and at the famevime goes downe-
ward,becaufe he walks downward inthe fame
veflc)lat the fame inftant.Ifany fhull faythat
contraries cannot be inthe fame fubiect : the
anfwer isgsthey cannot , if one of them bee in
his full firéngth ?in the highclt degree 5 but
if the foree:of them boti bee delayed and
weakened, tliey. may be ioyhed rogether.

By reidon of this combaty when corruption
preuailesagaintt grace inthe will and affeti~
ans , ther¢ ‘arifeth in the godly a certaine
deadneffe o bardiicffe: of ‘héart , which is no-
thing elfebur 2 want of fesfe-or ferling. Some
may fay,that this is a fearefutl indgement: but
theanfwer is'," that there bee two kinds of
hardneffe of hearr ; one which poffeffeth.the
heart,& is neuer fele,this is in them,who haue
theic confeienve. fearedwith an hat yron; who by
reafon of ciltome in finneare pattall fecling,
who. likewife defpife the meanes of foftening
‘their hearts. And tndecd thisis a feareful indg-
‘mét. Thereiiscanother hardnes of heart which
igfele:& thisis not fodagerous as the former:
for as we feele our ficknes by contrary life and
! health:fo Hardnes of heart when'itis felt, ar-
| gues quicknefie of grace, and (Oftoes of heart.
| Of this Damidoften coplained inthe Plal?hés:
\ ofthis the ehildi of Ifrael fpeak whé chey fay;
Why baft-thoi brdnedonr. heaits fromthy wases?

i" Thus muchof the manner of the combate

in particular ¢ before we procecd any further,

: l‘lct vs marke the iffic of it, which isto pre-
| naileagainfhthe flefh.

this{pecchs Pfal.73.13.Certainelyf haneclenfed|

becaufe itis partly regenerate and partly vore- |
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The (ombate ty‘ 3

times inthe courfe of a manslife, and at his
end;but yet with fome foiles rccciucd-_

.1 fay the fpirit preuailes, not in onc inftant,
butin the whale courfe of amans life,fo Saint
Tobn faith, Heethat is begosten of Godfinnesb not:
for bee preferncth himfelfe: thegrace of God in
his heart ordinarily prenailethin him. And
Panlmakes it the propertic of the regenerate
man,to walke accerding tothe fpiris, whichis not
now & then to make a fteppe forward, butto
keepe his ordinary courfe in the way of godli-
nes: Asingoing from Barwicke to London,it
may beca man now and then will goc amific:
buthe fpeedily. retutnes to the way againe,

andhis conrfe generally fhall beright. 1

Againe, the fpirit prenailesinthe end ofa
manslife. For thenthe flefh is vtterly aboli-
fhed,and fan&ification accemiplifhed,becaufe
novncleane thing canenterinto thekingdome
of heauen.

This further muft be conceiued; that when
the{pirit prenailes, it is not without refiftance
and ftrining:as Panltcttificth, ] doc not the goed
which F would bt the e which § would nos shat
doed. Which place is not to be vnderftood
onely ofthonghts & inward motions(as fome
would hane it)nor of particular offences: but
ofthe generall pra&ife of his dutic or calling,
through the whole courfe of hislife- And itis
like the pradifeof afickman, who hauingre-
coucred of fome gricuous difeafe, walkes a
turne or twaine about the chamber, faying,ah
1 would faine walke vp & down, but I cannot:
meaning not that he cannot walke at all, but
fignifying that he cannot walke as he would,
beeing foone wearied through faintneffe.

1 adde further, that this prenailing is with
foyles. A foyleis, whenthe flefh for a time
vanquifheth and fubducth the fpirit. In this
caft,the man regenerate islike a fouldser,that
with a blow hath his braine-pancracked, fo as
he lies groucling aftonifhed not able to fight:
or like him that hath a fit of the falling ficknes
whofor atimelies like 2 dead man.Hence the
queftionmay be mooued , whether the flefh
prenailing doth not extinguifh the fpirit: and
fo cutoffa man from Chrift; till fuch time as
he be ingrafted againe. The anfiver is this.:
There be two forts of Chriftians :..one, who
onely infhew and name profeffe Chrift : and
fuuch an onc1s no otherwife a méber of Chrifts
myfticall body , then.awoodden legge fetto

condishee, thatinnameanddeedeisaliaely
part and member of Chrilt. If the firft fallhe
cannot be faid to be cuttoff, becaufe hee was
neuggingrafted. Ifthe fecond fall,he may be
and is'cut off from Chrift. But marke how :
he is not wholly citte off, but in fome part
namely,in refpe@ of the inward fellowfhip &
communionwith Chrift, butnot in refpec of |
coniun@ion with him. A mans arme taken’

the body isamember of the bodie. Thefe- |

with the dead palfie,hangs by and receiues no
heate, lifc or fenfe from the members;or from

D

The fpirit prevailes againft the flefh attwo A ;thehcadsyerforall this;it remaines fill vaited

and coupled to thebody, and may againe bee
recouered by plaifters and phyficke: fo aftera
gricuous fal the child of God feeles no inward
peace & comfort, but is fmitten in confcience
withthe trembling of a fpiritnall palfie for ki
offeace: and yet indeede ftill remaines before
God amember of Chrift in refped of con-
iun&ien with him, and thall be reftored to his
former eRateafter ferious repentance.
And God permits thefe foiles for weightie
caufes: firft, that merimightbec abathed and
confounded in themfelues with the confide-
ration of their vile natures, and learne not to
fwellwith pride; becaufe of Gods grace. Paxl

B | faith, thatafter he had bin rapt into the third

heauen, theangel of Sathii was et to buffes him,

that he might not be exalted out of meafure.

Thefecond , that wee may learne to denie
our felues and cleaue vato. the Lord from the
bottomeof our hearts. Panlfaith that he was
ficketo death,that be might not truft in bimfelfe,
bt in Godwho raifeshshe dead,

Thus much of the manner of the combate:
now followes the canfe of it-

- The canfe is the contrarierie that is betweene
the flefh andthe fpirit. As Pau! faith,The wife-
dome of the fiefh is enmity to God,

Hence we aretanght,that fince the fall, there
is no free-wil inmanin fpiritual matters, con-
cerning cither the worfhipofGod or life euer-
lafting. Forflefhisnothing elfe but 6ur natu-
ralldifpofition: anda man is nothing elfe but
flefhby nature:for the fpirit comes afterward
by grace: andthe flefh is flaccontrarie to the
fpirit,which makes vs doe that which is plea-
{ing vnto God. Wherefore the will naturally
is a flat bond flave vnto finne.

Againe,hence we may learne, thatit is not
an cafic matter to pradife religion,which isto
live according to the fpirit,to which our natu-
rall difpofition is as conerary as fire to water:
wherefore if we wil obey God,we maft learne
to force our natures tothe dutiesof godlines;
yeaseuen fweate and take painestherein.

aftly , here wee may learne the nature of
fin. The fpirit is not a fubftance but a qualitie:
and therefore the flefh which is nothing elfe
but originall finne, and is ontrario to the fpi-
rit, muft alfobea qualitie ; for fich as the na-
ture of one contrary is,fuch isthe other, There
is in cuery man, the fubftance ofthe body and
foule,this cannot befinne , for then the fpirit
alfo fhould be the fubftance of man. There is
alfo in the fabftance the faculties of the bodie
and foule : and they cannot be finne , forthen
cuery man fhould haue loft thefacultics of his
foule by Adams fall. Laftly., inthe facultics
there is a contagion or corruption which car-
ricth them againft the law:andthat is proper-
}y‘ﬁ.nnc and the flefh, whichis contrary to the

irit. .

F The fousth. pointis , touching the perfons

inwhom this combate ise. Panl fhewes who

theyl

and(as we fay o beate him blackeand blew, | »
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theyare, when he faith, So that yo cannor, ésc.
where it appeares, that foch as haue this com-
bate in them,muft beeas asthe Galatians,men
iuftified and fan@ified: and yet notal fuch,buc
onely they that bee of yeares ; forthe infants
of the faithfull, howfocuer wee muft repute
them to belong to the kingdome of heanen;
and therefore tobeiudtified and fantitied:yet
becaufe they doe not- commit a&uall finne,
they want this combate of the flefh and fpii,
which ftands in aion. As for thofe which be
vnregenerate,they neuer felt this fight.If any
fay,thatthe worft man in-the world,whenhe

is about to commit any finne, hatha {trife and

fight in him; it is true indecd: butthatisano-
ther kinde of combate, which isbetweenc the
confcience and the heart. .The confcience on
theone part terrifying the man from fin: the
will and the affe@ions haling and pulling him
thereunto: the will and the affections with-
ing and defiring that finne weré no finne, and
Gods commandement abolithed s whereas
contrariwife the conftience with a fhrill voice
proclaimes finne to be finne. This fight was
in Pilate , who by the forceof his confcience
feared to condemne Chrift ; and yet was wil-
ling, and yeelded to condemne him that hee
might pleafe the people. .

Furthermore , this combateisin the rege-
netate- but during the time of thislife. For
they which are perfectly fan®ified feele no
frife. Ifany fhall fay,that this combate wasin
Chrift,when he faid, Fasher, if it be thywillyler
this exp paffe from me:yet noc my will, bt thinebee
dane; indecd, here is a combate,butof another
fort; namely, the fight of twodiverfe defires:
the one wasadefire to do his Fathers will in
fuftering the death of the croffe, the othera
naturalldefire ( which was noinbuc ameere
infitmity of humane natare) whereby hee in
in his manhood defires (as the:manner of na-
tureisto feckethe prefervation of it felfe o
haue the curfed death of the croffe remooued
from him.

The fift point is the effe@ of this combate,
which is tomake the man regenerate, thar hee
cannot do the things which bewonld,and this muft
be vnderftood inthings both good and enill.

And firft he cannot doe the euill which he
would fer two canfes. Firft,becanfe he cannot
commit {inne at what time foeucr hee would.
Saint Zohn faith, He that is borse of God firmeth
ot neither canbe finne, becanfe be is borne of God,
thatis,he canaot finne at his pleafure or when
he will: Jofeph when he was affaulted with Ps-
tiphars wife toadalteric; becaufe the grace of
God aboundcd in him, whereby heanfwered
her,faying,Shall 1 docthis and fane agasnft Gody
he could not then finve. Lot becaute his righ-
tecus heart was grieucd in fecing and hearing
the abominaticns of Sodome, could not then
finasthey of Sodome did. Hence it appeares,
that fuch perfonsas liue in the daily practife
of fin againft their owne confCiences, (though
they bee profeffours of the true religion of

A

B

Chiift)hane no foundseffe of grace inthem,

Secondly, the manregencrate cannot finne
in whatmanner hewould, and there bee two
reafons thereof. Fieft, he cannot finne with
fiell confeme of will,or withall his heart:becaufe
the will fo farre forth asitis regenerate, re-
fifteth & drawcrh backe: yea,cuen then when
amanis carricd head-long by the pafsion of
the flefh , he fecles fome contrary motions of |
a'regcnerate confcience. Itisarale,that finne
doth not reigne in she regenerate. For fo mrch
graceas is wrought in the minde,will,affeéti-
ons: fo much is abated proportionally of the
ftrength of the fleth, Wherfore when he com-
mitsany {inne,he doth it partly willingly: and
partly againft his will. Asthemarrinersinthe
tempeft calt fonas intothe fea willingly : for
otherwife they had notdone it:and yetagainft
their wils too : which appeares becanfe they
prayed and caft their goods our of the fhip,
and laboured in the rowing againtt the tem-
peft, and that very long, before they caft him
out. And herein liesthe difference betweene
two men committing one and the fame fiune,
the one of them being regenerate , the other
voregenerate. Forthe latter finneth with all
his heart and with full confent, and {o doth
not the firft, Secondly though he fall into any
finne, yethe dothnotliclonginic, but fpec-
dily recouers himfelfe , by reafon of grace in
his heart.

Hence itis manifeft, that finnes of infirmitie
are committed onely of fuch as are regene-
rate. As fortheman vnregenerate he can not
fin of infirmity whatfoeuer fome falfly thinke.
For he is not weake but ttarke dead in finne.
And finnes of infirmitie are fuch only s arife
of conftraint, feare,haltines,and fuchlike fud-
den pafsions inthe regenerate. And though
they finne of weak cres ofeen by reafon of this
{pitituall combate , yet they doc not alwaies ;
for they may finne againlt knowledge and
confcience of prefamption.

To come to the fecond point ; the regene-
rate man cannot doethe geod which he woxld be.-
caufe he cannot doeic perfecly and foundly
according to Gods wil ashe would. Paxl faith,
Towillss profent withme,bur 1 findnomeanes per-

D/ fettly to doc that whish 1 wonld.In this point the

godly man is like a prifoner that is gotten
forth of the Iayle, and that he might efcape
the hand of the kecper, defires & {trives with
all his heart to runne an hundred miles in a
day ; but becaufe he hath ftrait and waightie
bolts on his legges cannot for his lifc creepe
pattamile or twaine, & that with chafing his
flefh and rormenting him{elie: Sothe fezvants
of Geddoc heartily defive , and indeanourto
obey God in all his commandements : asitis
faid of King Jofias, That be turnedto Godwith ll
bis beart, with all his fonle, with all bis mightyac-
cording to allthe law of Mofes; &c. yetbecaufe
they arc clogged with the boles of tiic fieh,
they pecforme obedicnce both flowly wnd
weakely , wich diuersflippes and fals.

Thus
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The Combateof the flefb and fpirit.

Thus much of the combate : now letvs fee
what vfe may bé made of it- .

Firlt ofall,by it welearne what is the eftate
of a Chriftian man o this life. A Chriftian is
not onethatis free from all enill cogitations,
from rebellious inclinations and motions of
will and affe@ions, from all manner of flippes
in his life and conuerfation: for fach an one
is a mecre devife of mans braine, and notto
be found vpon earth. But indeede hee is the
found Chriftian, that feeling himfelfe laden
with the cortuptions of his vile andrebellions
nature,bewailes them from his heart,and with
might and maine fights againft them by the
grace of Gods fpirit. Againe , here is ouer-
throwne the Popifh opinion of meritand iu-
ftification by workes of grace , on thisman-
ner: Such asthe canfe of workesis, fiuch are
workesthemfelues. The caufe of workesin
man, isthe minde,will,and affections fandifi-
ed:in which the ficfh and the fpirit are mixe
together,as hath beene fhewed before. There-
fore workesofgrace , euen the belt ofthem ;
are mixt wotkes, partlyholy, and partly fin-

but common fenfe, that they are not anfwera-
ble to the rightecufhes of the law ; and that
therefore they can neither meritlife , orany
way iuftifie aman before God. Ifany reply,
thatgood workesare the workes of Gods fpi-
rit,and for that canfe perfely righteons, I an-
fwer, itistrue indeed, they come from the ho-
ly Ghoft that cannot finne , but not onely or
immediately. For they come alfo from the
corrupt minde and will of man, and in that
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full. Whereby it is cuident to a man that hath |
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e Euill. 7 docthas which s ensil and 1 will doeit.
Good.1 dae not that which is good,and Iwill wet doeiz.
Euill. Idoe the enillwhich fweuldner.
rate,of Good. 1 doe ot the  good,which { wonld,
Euill. f doe not that which is enill,and [ will not doe st
3.Glorifi-
Good.] doe that whish i good, and 1will doe is.

refped become finfullas fiweete water iffning
out of a pure fountaine, is by a filthy channell
made corrapt.

Thirdly, wee doe hence learnethat concu-
pifcence or originall finne is properly audin-
deed finne after baptifime,though it pleafe the
Counfell of Trent to decree otherwife. For
after baptifme it is flat contrary to the fpirit,
and rebelsagaintt it.Papifts obie , thatitis
taken away by baptifine. 4nf. Originall finne
or the flefh is taken away in the regenerate
thus: In it there be three things: the guile ,
the punifhment, the cotruption: the firfttwo
are quite abolifhed by the merit of Chrifts]
death in baptifme : the third , thatis, the
corruprion remaines flill s but marke in
what manner : it remaines weakened , itre-
maines not imputed to the perfon of the be-
lecuer.

Laftly, hercby we aretaught to be watch-
fullin prayer,Watch andpray(faith Chrift y-c.
{orthe [pirit s ready , but the flzfh is weake. Re-
becca, whentwo twinnes ftrouc inher wombe
was troubled & faid; Why am I fo? wherefore
fhe went to aske the Lord, namely, by fome
Prephet. So when we fecle this inwardfight,
the beft thingisto haue recourfe to God by
prayer,and to his word, that the fpirit may be
{trengthened againft the flefh. Asthe children
of Ifraclby compafsing thecitic of Ieticho fe-
uen daies , and by founding Rammes hornes
ouerturned the wals thereof: foby ferious in-
uocation of Gods name, the fpirit isconfir-
med,and the tarrets and towers of the rebelli-
ous flefh bateered.
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