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QT is & conclifion of sur veligion worthy to be confidered : That Chrift alone is onr
Mediatonr, Iuftifier, Propitintonr, Sanionr, by workes and merits which he him-
Jelfe wronght within bimfeife, aid not by any workes, or merits, whick be worketh
i s by bis Spirit.' The Scriptare faith thus muchin exprefewords. Iuftified
freely by the redemption THAT IS IN CHRIST IESVS, Rom,
3.34. HechathbyH IMSELFE, purged our finnes, Heb. 1. 3, Hee
e twas finne for vs , that we fhould bee madethe righteoufneffe of God IN
HIM, 2.Corinch.5.ar. IN HIM areye compleate , Col2.10. Byhis
O WNE BLOOD heentred once into the holy place , and obtained cternall redemption,
Heb.g 13. Againe; Chrift is [aidtopwrge our confciences fromdead workes by his blood : be-
caufe bz offered himfelfe by his erernall fpirit, withoutfpot to his Father, v. 14. And common
reafan tels s as wiehi For if menkemyftically wnited vato Chrift, andby this vnion, doe receiue the
| pirit of Chrift, and by the fpirit ot  goodworkes, andconfequently weris exernall Uife, they arethenbe-
come partners with Chrift , andare reccined into fellow|lip wish bim, in the worke of mans redemption :
whereashs in the att of awr reconciliation with God, admits neither depusie, nor partner.
This conclufion being thus of infallibletruth , is ferues greatly to exal the grace of God, t0 abafe na-
ture, andso bease downe the pride of all Iuflisiary perfons and velsgions, And for the e further explaning of |
it feraesthis treatife fokowing, which 1 prefens toyour Worfbip. And shereafon of my doing s this : 1
yemensber almoffswo yeeres agos, i [pecch yon entyedintocommsendations of that golden text, Phil. 3. 7.
andwishall, gauc fignification of your dsfive, that fomething might be fet downe , wherebyyoumight bee
brought toa further underftanding of shat {la@: of Scripture, Therefore , to fasisfie your defire, 1 hans
here penneda fhort expofision of it. And 1bans further prefumed to publifl st in your name , defiring it
may be aseltimonic of & thankefullminde,for your loue andfanour sowards me.
Thous wilhing to your Worflup, continumnce and encreafe of lone 10 the boly word of God, 1 take my leane,
Ann. 1601, 1am. 20.

Your W.inall dutie to

command, 7. Perkins.
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C wimseChrifts = "
9. Andbe  foNnd ir hith e ey
o He fcope of thefewor
 is this.Inthe fecond verfe
Paxl. admonifheth the
Philippians , for to take
7 heede of certaine coun-
% tecfeit Apoftles , which
joyned Chrift and cie-
‘ cumcifionin the canfe of
their faluation;and put confidence in the flefh,
| that is, in the ontward workes of the cetemo~
niall and morall law.And that this Admoniti-
onmight take the better place, he viethtwo
reafons.The firlt-propoundedinthe 3.verfe,is
this: True circumcifionis to worfhip God in
fpirit, te reioyce in Chrift, and not to-put any
confidence in the flefh. Thefecond reafonis
framed thus: If any man might put confidence
in outward things,then I much more: but not
1: thexeforeno man. . The propofition or firft
pattofthercafon is propounded inthe 4.verfe,
and confirined in the fift and fixt. The fecopd
part , oraffamprion [~but Idoe not putconfi-
dence in olitward things] ‘isconfirmed in the
feuenth & eight verf.thus : All things arc loffe
tome inrefpec of Chrifts therefore I put no
confidence in:any thing ont of Chrift. Andthis
is the very drift of the former words.

meaniogof this portion of Scripture is tobee
confidéred; And for thiscanfe,weare tobead-
ucrtifed of findry things inithe wordes them-
felues. And fir(tof all, let it be obferued, that
Paubinthe giverfe falthyinthe time paft, hase
counted'wll things loffé: and inthe next vérfe, in
thetime.poefent, I doecoum allthings loffe. The
former fpecch is meantof that time inwhich
hewas firl called to.the knowledge of Chrift:
the fegondis fpoken of thetinte, when hebad
long senzinsed an Apoftic of Chrilt, and
writ thid epiftle to the. Phifippians. This di-
ftin&ion of times inone and the fame word ,
makes: foychito the: clearing: of the doirine
that (hallafrerward bee 'detuered. Secondly,
wheras i our Trarflationyitis faid inthe 8.v.

.In_the fécond place the:former fence and c

civcieindivdaihaeiheih b

. PHI L. 3¢ vcrfc7.
But thethings which were aduantageto me, the fume 1 accountedloffe for Chrift, :
8 Yed,donbeleffe I count allthings bur loffe for the excellens knowledge of Chrift Iefus sy Lovd,for
R whams 1 bane connted a8 things loffe, and doc sudge thems o bes dung, thas 1 might
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flated [dung] fignificth fichthings inthe in-
tralsof bealts, asbeing vofit for mans vie,are
cafttodogges: and byit Pax! fignifies, that
hee did not oncly eftceme all things as lof-
fes, and deprine himfelfe of them, but alfo
caftthem away with loathing, in 2 mind ne-
uer tofeekethe recoucry of them. Laftly, it
muft be knowne, that Pasl in thefe verfes v-
fcth afimilitude borrowed from the Mar-
chaat man ; & it may be framed on this man-
ner, The Merchant, in hope of atreafure, is
content to efteeme his commodities no com-
modities, but loffes; yeaheis further content
to caft them out into'the fea, and to efteeme
chem as things caft to dogges, that he may ob-
taine hisintended treafire:fo faith Panl, doe
I count, all my former.prerogatiues as lofle,
& am content todepriné my felfe of thé,yea to
loaththé asdung, for the obtaining of Chrift.

Furthcrmore the famme and fubftance of |
the words,is a comparifon of things vnequal,
and it may be formed thus: . All things are loffe
tomefor Chrilts and Chriftis my gaine. The
firfy. past of the. comparifon is of Panls lofics,
& ieisamplified twowaics Firlthe fets down
what things be his loflg-s and they are of two
forts, Priuiledges,ventues, and workes before
his conuerfion when: hee wasa Pharifie. A-
gaine, Priniledges;ivartues, and workes after
his conuerfion when bee was an Apoftle of!
Chrift: the firft argmentioned inthe 7. verfe,
the latter in the cight.. Secondly, Paul fets
downe,. how allthings are loffes tohim by a
gradation,thus: Zcount all things loffe: 1deprine
my felfe of thems: I cosrit. them dung.

" The fecond part of‘the-compatifon is of
PailsGaine. Andit'is amplified by a contra-
rie gradation, thus s I effecme the knowledge of |
Clrsft ap excellent thing: 1defive to gasne Chrift :
anid }defire tobe fouwdsn bim. Of thefe points in
order ; and firft of Pasls [oflesbefore biscon-
uerfion, inthefe words: :

Far the. things which weye vansage to mee, I

counted loffe for. Chriff, .
‘That thefe things may be well kriowne , ldt

' for whotns1 hane countedall ehings loffe,the words |
ace twor feant,, “and da. Iy expei-she
meaniiig of the holy Ghofty ‘For the words
fully.tranflated, fignifie} Ahane made alithings
Jofféors 2 e caft amay allitkmrgs, or, L ke de~
priucdmy felfe of allthings for Chrift: Avd wher-
‘as Panl had faid before, [ Leiwmt all things loffe, ]
his neaning is to amplifie his owne words ,,

"\ by faying, fideprine my elfe of all.shings;c>indse

vs yet narrowly fearch the meaning of|
thefewords. The things that were vantage to,
Pant areof three fores.oFitft,his priviledges
that he was borne aJewy that is, a memberof|
thg Ghnrch:and agdiriesthathe was circimci-
fed and broughti wpiin: the frait fect.of the
Pharifes: Secondly, hiscvertues, namely b
| infticeand zeale induSretigion s Thirdlys hig

wworks, wheréby hefoobutward carriage ob.

L l,bmdm‘gﬁzr Ghrifts Ihirdlgjthe word trait-

1ii 4 ferued
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ferued the Ceremonial and Morall law with-|A
outreproofe. Andall thefe thingsare called
hisaduantage , becaufc he put his confidence
in them, & thought tomerit eternall jife ther-
by,when he wasa Pharifie. Headdes further,
that he counted thefc his advantages to bee
loffe ; becaufe fo foone as henew Chrift , his
confidence ceafed,his former. merits were no
merits, but as things loft & caft away, yet not
fimply, but for Chrift, that is, thathee might
gaine Chrift,and be foundin Chrift, as he ex-
pounds himfelfe in the words follo,w-in%.

The ‘meaning thus laid downe, fugdrie
things may bee learned. The firlt,that it was an
herefic of the Pharifies, to put confidence in
their workes , and to thinke that they coald
merit etecnalllifeby them:for here Panl faith,
thatbeing a Pharific , workes were his gaine
and aduantage inthe caufé of faluation. -And
hence welearne , whatto iudge of the Popith
religion,, which teaches in fubftance the very
fame do@rine of confidence in workes,and of
the meritof faluationthereby. And thicrefore
the Papifts of ourtime are the ehildren of the
old Pharifies, renewing & reuiuing the old he-
refietouching merit, with new and frefh co-
lours, 1f they alleadge,that they afcribe merit
tothe workes , not any ‘ceremoniall , but
of the morall lawyand to-works not of nature
but grace; Ianfwer, that the Pharifies did the
fame , asthe Pharifie acknowledgeth in his
prayer; whenhee faith, ¢hank thee O Lordl
ams not as other men, ebc. L

Secondly , inPanls éxample being a Phari-
fic we learne, thatitisthe Pride and arrogan
cicof mans mature ; to be fomething within
himfelfe, & to erect vp fomething vato him-
felfe, tobehis rightcoufiics, andameancsof |
his faluation out of Chrift, Thesaft (faith Fa- |
bacuk ) line by faish , bnt hee whofe foule is wot |
righ inhim puffs vp bimfelf or builds towers of
defence to himfelfe by vaine cofidence out of ;
God. Theprodigall fonnemuft have hispart |
aloneby himfelfe from hisfather. Pax! faith,
of the Iewes, that theyeftablifhed theit dwne
righteoufnes , and weuld not be fabie@&rothe
righteoufnefic of God. Thisbeeing fo; let vs
learne tofee & deteftthis. pride in out-fedues.
For where it reignes and takes place., there
Chrift is not truly, acknowledged : and when
men begin toknow.Chrift,this hiddin & fpi-
titnall pride giues place.." And further, bythis
we learne not to marucllthat Turksand Tews
denic Chrift, and thac Papifks inché canfe of
theit faluation , befide:the pafsion of Chrift,
foyit-in-{fomething of their owne , mamicly
their ownmerits and fatisfa@ions:forit is the
proud nature of man to fet vp himfeife:, in
whole,ot in part, andtorclicvpon fomething
othisowne out of Chrift.-No marnaile then
that firchas be othexwifelgarned and wiife,line
and di¢ itithe opinionof;in@ification by their
owne good workesyi.i . oL

i Thirdly, wheréasPanlaccounts thingsof
aduantage tobe his lofle; we learne,, that no
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priviledges out of Chrift, minifter true com-
fort or true happines.Itis a priniledge to hane
knowne Chrift, and to haue caten ard drun-
kenwith him: butoffuch Chrift faith, Depars
fromsmee,] know you nat. It isa priuiledge to bee
of the kindred of cur Saviour Chrift, butitis
of no- moment:for Chrift faith, Who ss mymo
ther andbycthren?bethat doth the wilof myfather,
£ mybrother fifter.and mother. It isa priviledge
thatthe virginMary wasthe mother of Chrift:
but if fhee had not as well borne him in hee
heart by faith, as fhee bare him in her
wombe,fhe had not bin faued. It is a priviledg
to prophefie in the name of Chrift, but of
fuch Chrift faith, Aat.7.23. Depart from mee
_yeeworkers of iniguitie, Laftly,it isa priviledge
to be indued with alkinde of learning, of arts
and tongues 3 but alasallis nothing: forifa
man had all wit, wiftdeme and learning, and

men & Angels,, vnleflche be found in Chrift,
licisnobetter in the fight of Ged, théadam-
oedwretch. This beeing fo, wee muft learne
firft of all, to moderate our care and our affe-
&ions,for worldly profits,honours,pleafuress
and our principall care muft evermore be caft
on CHRIST. Secondly, fach perfons as
livein an honeft and ciuill life, and ftand vpon
this thatthey are no theeues, nomurtherers,
noadul 0o blafpl s, but inoutward
daties fhew lowe to God and man, they muft,1
fay, take heede leaft they deceive themfelues
bailding vpon falfe grounds. For though ci-
uill honeftic be a thing commendable before
Ged, yet it is not fufficient to faue vs before
God. And Panl, whowas a ftrait obferner of |
the law , after hec came to the knowledge of |
Chrift, counted all his morall obedience,in
which he had formerly trufted, burlafe and
dung for Chrift. -

Fourthly,it hath binthe do&rinc of the po-
pifh Churchthis many yeares , that before a
man can be in Chrift, and be iuftified, he muft
firft of all prepare and difpofe himfelfe tore-
ceinehis iuﬂilgcaxion: and that whenhe is fuf-
ficiently difpofed, he-doth merit of congruitic
that God fhould infufe rightcoufncfle, where-

God. Butid

. d of the
ofthisdo@rine; whether,
i one, th

when theworksof]
prep s thedoer isin Chrift,or
out of Chrift ? Ifitbein Chrift.heisalfoiufti-
-fied s Ifhebeas yéetout of Chrift ; Paw! hath|
giuenthe fentence, that the faid work to
bee eftcemed asloffe,. and that the merit of]
.copgruitic isnomeate for themthat defireto
feedon Chrift, butratlier food fordogges.
Laftly,hence we learne,how Chrift is tobe
rectived of vs. Suchras would truly come to|
€heift and receiuehim; muft make loffes of all
thingss they miift come naked and empticd of|
all theirowhe righteoufncfle. As men in fhip-
| wracke caft ont theis commodities, and when!

could fpeake in al matters with the tongue of |

by o'!' arﬁnner he ismadeno finner,and righte-

Luk. 13,
2

*

Mak3,
3335,

. sherejs noxemedy leaue their fhip and betake;
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! themielues tothe foa,8 thus come fwimmiugl
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to thefhore: euen fo muftall men firft forfake
all,& then come to Chrift. Beggers thatthey
may obtaine their almes , come in their rags,
vnfolding legs and armes, that their foresand
botches may be feene. Benhadedking of Syria,
thathe might recouer the fauour of the king
of Ifracl,cafts off his crowne and royal robes:
hee and his men comein fackeloth with hal-
tersabout their heads : -and thus he obtaines
hisdefire. Inlike manner comming to Chrift
we muft lay afide all opinion of our goodnes,
and inabafing of our feluesfollow beggers fa-
fhions, and with Bemhadad cloathe cur felues
with fignes of gniltines and confufionof face.
Wemuft firft bee annihilated and veterly in
refpeét of goodnefle be made nothing in our
felues,that we may be what we are out of our
felues in Chrift. Thereis no entringinto the
kingdome of heauen,except we receiue it and
Chirift, asalittle child inall meckenesand hu-
militie. For there muft be nothing in vsto re-
ceine Chrift but meere faith refting on meere
mercie. Letall fuch thinke on this,as defire to
bein Chrift, & to receiuetrue cofort by him.
Thusmuch of Panis lofles before his con-
uerfions now come to becofidered the things
whichwere hisloffes after his conuerfion:and
they are fec downin the words following.
[donbeleffe 1 doe thinke allthings loffes for the ex-
cellent kaowledg of IefsChrift my Lord. ] Batthat
thefe loflesmay bee the better khowne, let vs
alittle confider the meaning of the words.
Wheras before Paul had faid,that therfore he
coiited things to be loffe vnto him for Chrift
that had bin his aduantage : fome manmight
haply thinke, this is but rafh judgement in
Paulihecherctore,to cut offchis furmife faith,
\doshrles I count all things loffe,that is,that I may
ot be thought to fpeake rafhly, Ifay more,
that I doz now account all thingslofle, and 1
| fpeake it confidently,as being refolued what I
[ fay. When he faith, I doe acconnt, he fpeakes in
| therime prefent of himfelfe, asbeing not only
aChriftidsbue alfo an Apoitle of Chrift. And
( whenhe faith, 4% things, the generall fpecch
[ muftbe obferued : for hee excepteth nothing
| pectaining tohim, but his knowledge & faith
{ in Chrilt.Here therfore we muft firft of al vn-
{ derftand the priuiledge of an Apoftle:fecond-
tlysall inward and Chriftian vertues, as hope,
i feare,loue of God,good confcience,&c.for of
iallthe inward gifts none is cxcepted but faith
' (as I haue faid-) Thirdly here we muft vader-
*ftad works not of natare but of grace, done &
{effeQed by the fpirit of God invs. Forin the
-verfefollowing he doth reie@ his ownrighte-
toufneffe which s of the law. Now he faithof|
jzll thefe,that they are his loffes for Chrift. But
thow arethey lofles 2 Thefpeech mult warily
ibe vaderltood, left it be offenfiue. They are
(loss notin refpe of godly conuerfation;for
[they are the caafes thereof,& they are meanes
f (hswing aar tharkfulnes to Gad, & loue to
n . Now then they are loflzsonly in refpe &

A (puted and maintained as meritorions canfes
thereof either in whole or in part. Though,
when they arc rightly vfed & applied ,theyare
theexcellentgiftsof God : yet when they are
brought into the A& of iuftification and fal-
uation, they become as lofles & dung: and this
I'taketo be the meaning of thefe words. To
the like purpofe the Prephet Z/ay faith in the
name of the whole Churchcéfefsing her fins,
Al our right éoufues is as a cloath vtterly to be caft
away. And Panlto the Galarhians: If. righte~
oufnes be by the law , Chrift diedwithout canfe,
or,imvain;that is, if the righteoufnesof the law
beour aduantage , Chrilt muft be our loffe ;
and onthe contrary , if he be our aduantage,
therighteoufhes of the law muft be onr loffe,
This do@rine of Panl , that all vertues znd
workesboth of nature and grace are lofles in
thecafe of our faluation , founds not in mans
reafon, and there be many things brought to
the contrary. Firft, it isalleadged, that God
doth accept & crowne our workes: and ther-
fore they are not loffes. I anfwer: Ged doth as
itwere keepea double court. One of iuftice,
the other of mercy. In the court of iuftice hee
giuesiudgement by the law , and accurfeth e-
acry man that doth rot continue in all things
written in the law te doe them. Inthis court
nothingcan {tand but the pafsion and righte-
oufnefle of Chrift,and for the beft works that
we can do,we may not looke for any accepta-
tion or reward: but vfethe plea of Danid: En.
ter noty O Lord, intoindgement with thyfernant,
\for no flefb fhalbe suflsfied in thyfighe, Now in
thecourt of grace & mercy,God hathto deale
with hisowne children that {tand before him
iuftified and reconciled by Chrift. And the o-
bedience of fuch he accepteth inthis court, &
mercifully regardeth, thongh otherwife it bee
imperfe®; yet rot forthe meritthereof , but
for the merit and worthineflc of Chrift. Thus
then good workes in rigour of inftice are wor-
thy condemnation, and are accepted of mer-
cy procured by the merit of Chrift. Sccondly,
it isalleadged , that workes are neceffary to
faluation, and therefore not to be reputedlof-
fes.I anfwer,workes may be confidered either
a3 caufes of faluation, or onely asa way dire-
&ing thereto. Ifthey be confidered as caufes,
they are not neceffary, but in this refpe they
are dung.Ifthey be refpeted asa way leading
and dire&ing to eternall life, they areindecde
neceffaric thus,and no otherwife. Thirdly, it is
obieted:that the law requires works,and the
law mufk be fatisfied, & therforethat he which
is iuftified,muft be iuftified by works.The an-
fwer is,that whofoeuer is iultified and faved, is
iuftified and faued by werks.But workes muft
be dittinguifhed. Some arc perfonall workes
done in and by our felues. Thefe ncither jufti-
fie nor faue any man, but in the caufe of falua-
tion arelofic and dung. Befidesthefe,therebe
workes that are out of vs, wrought in and by
the perfonof our Saviour Chrift, namely (the
workes of obedience in fatisfying & fulfilling
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the law. Thefe indeed are the works which in-
ftifie and fane vs, and none thatproceed from
vs.TothiscfcQt Parl faith, That weare iuflified
Jreely by thevedemsprion thar isin Chrift. Lattly,
ivis alleadged,that if all vertues bee lofles for
Chrift,then faith it fife. Tanfwer, Faithmuft
diver{ly be confidered: firlk ofall, asa vertue
working and bringing forthmany good fruits
in vs. And thus it is to be rupnted Joffe, as all
other vertues are. Sccondly it muftbeconfi-
dared not asavertue, but as an inftiument or
band, notto gine or worke any thing , but to
spprchend & receive Chrift and his benefits.
And thus it is no lofle, but is a thing excepted
i chis text. Now then we fee,that the dotirin
of Panlis manifetisthatall vertues and works
both of pature and grace,, arc meere loflts in
thie caufe of our iuftification and faluation.

Hance fondry things may belearned 5 The
firft, thac the moft holy workesof holy men
canet iuftific or merit cternall life. When
they are broughit within the act of infitficatic
onascanfis, Paui fzith they are but lofies,and
asoffnsto beeaftto dogs. Lt thisbee noted
and remembaed for enex againtt all jufticiarie
Dapifts: whe,if they would but ferioufly confi-
der this one text , they mighe bee farre betrer
refolued thenthey are,

Secondly,hence the dodtrine of our Charch
is plainely gathered,namely,that we are faued
and laftified by faith alone. For all things
cxeept our knowledge and faithin Chriftare
made as dung. And that.this our dotrine may
not be fcandalous, fundry things muit be re-
membred.. The firft, is theright meanivg of
the dod@rine, which is, that there isnothing
within vs, thatis any caufe either efficient,
matcriall,formall, or finall,of inftification, but
faith. The fecond, that faith in no principall
canfe,but onely an inftrument. The third,that
fiith is no inftrument to procure or work our
iuftification and fluation, but an inltrument
toreceiue or to apprchend our ivflification gi-
uen by the Father,procured by the Sonnes ap-
plyed by tlk holy Ghoft. The latt, that fuich
vt be idered asa canfe, ot clfeasa way
' 1fas an internal caufe i vs,itons
and confiquenily fwethvee Ifas

& o cthier vertucs
ufie,yetare

ahe qut-coics againlt vs,
g, that we Iuohe to be faucd by faitha-
e tiue & plafue anfwver to them isthis;
We confider fatthtwo waies: firft,asa caufe
within vs, not meriting any way » butinltru-
meneally apprehendieg parden m Chrif}, and
applying it to vs for onr eternall huppinefie.
Sceandly , faith maybee confidercd asa way
whiercin wearce to walke for the attainment of
cuerlaftinglife. In the firft fenfc faith alone
iuftificthand faueth, and nothing clfe within
vs.To this doethe leatned Fathurs agree, Ba-
Sfiltaith ; This s perfeid reioyeing in God, when a

A |ledgeththatbe wants inftice,® andthat be s infti-
| fiedby fairh alonein Chyift Hilary: That s rewmsit-
tedof Chrifibyfa aith,which thelaw could ot loofe:
\for faith alone iufiifies. Ambrofe:They areinftifi-
cdficeiy which® doe nathing , mor repay iike for
like, areinfrified by faithalone,tbroughthe gift of
God. Agaive, inhis Commentarie vpon the
Epiftleto the Cerinthiaus , This is appoirited of
Ged , that be which beleenes in Chrift fhould bee
| fauedwithost work:,bj fasth alone : receining re-
msaffion of finn. Hicvom: Godiuftifieth by faith alone.
Neuesthelefle, if wee fpeake of the way to
life,then wearenct faned onely by faith. For
thoughfaith bee the enely inftrumentto ap-
prehend Chrift, yetitisrotthe cuely way to
B lifesrepentance alfo is the way,yeaal vertres,
& aliwerks arethe way.Inthisfenfe,affiGion

is faid to work varo vs a more excellent weight | ,

of glory : notasacaufe , but asa way giuing
dire€icn. Andmothersare faid tobe faued by
bearing of childrer , notasby a caufe,butasby
a firaitand narrow way. Againe, eAbrabams
faith went rot alone » buthad a Kinde of co-
operation with his workes: faith and workes
both being confidered as 2 way to happinefle,
oras marks in away.Inthis fenfe the Fathers
have aferil e falvation to many things, notas
to caufes, but as to waies. Bernard faid well,
that workes arcebe waytothe kingdeme of bea-
ner s and not the canfes of veigning. Lattantisy
faith,Great is the helpeof repentance:whichwho-
Joeuer takethaway , cuts off to himfelfethe way of |
tife. Chryfoficme s Someby watching,by flscping
oathe bare ground,bytoilng their bodzes withdase

C

obsain the fame by & more caficway, thas is,by for-
gining. Thus many kundred places of the Fa-
thers are to be vnder[tood,when they afcribe
remifsion of finnes to martyrdome, to fafting,
prayer,works of mercy,and fuch like.

Thitdly, here is laid downe the foundation
of true humility. For if all our vertues and
workes bee Jofies in the cafe of our falnation,
then all boafting is excluded, & we are to take
ncthing to our felues but fhame and confofion
and giue all glory toGod. Yea the more our
vertues and workes, if wee place any confi-
dence in them,the greater are cur lefes.

Thus we fee what things arclofles to Panl s
inthe next placelet vs confider how they are
lofles. This Paul fets downe by a gradation
thus, Fcouns thens loffe, F make themmny loffes, 7
count shem as dung. This gradation is nothing
clfe butarepetition of oncandthe fame thing
inlarged and amplified in fpeech. Now repeti-
tions in Scripuire are not idle and vaine, as
they arc oftentimes in the writings of men,but
they commonly figaifie 2. things, namely, the
certainty,and the neceffity of the thing repea-
ted:and in this place they fignific the certaine-
tie and the necefSitic of Panls lofics. Certaine
they are 3 becanfc hee chat will bee faved by
Chrift,muft certainly indure thefe loffes with-
out recouerie. The foundation of this certaine-

man is puffedup for his owne wftice, but ackuow-

tie lics in an impofsibilitie of merit by any

by labour doc blot ont their finnes : but thois mayeft | .
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works of manzwhich I will make manife{t by

fine reafons. The firft isthis: Itis a priocipail

part of Chriftian inherent righteoufnefle to
haue and keepe a good confcience: now Pakl
expreffely excludes it frem ivftification,, fay-

ing; ] kuow notbing by my [elfe,yet 1 amnot therby
inftified. 1.Cor. 4. 4. Thefecondisthis, Paul
(aith, Eph.2.9. Weare not [aued by workes:now

he meanes no other workes but fuch as follow

faich, and are done by the fpirit of God. And

thisappeareth by the reafon which he vfeth,
that we are oreated to good workes. And agaive,

that they are ordained thas we [hould walke i
them. Thethird:beforc a worke can merit, it
muft pleafe God; before the werke pleale
God,the worker muft pleafe him.: before the
worker pleafe him, he muftbe reconciled to
God and perfe@ly inftified.Inftification ther-
fore goes in order before good workes , and
for this caufe works cannot be brought with-
in the a& of inftification as caufes. Good
workes make not good men in whole or in
part: but men fieft of all made good by the
goodneffe of Chrift imputed, make good
worksby theirgoodneffe. The fourth isthis :

Thehumanitieof Chrilt is the moft excellent
of all creatures in heauen and carth: yetbeing
confidered by it felfe, it cannot pofsibly merit
atGods hand. Ina workeproperly meritori-

ousthere be threeconditions. Firft, the doer

thereof muft doe it by himfclfe;and nocby ane

other, forthen the praife is his by whom hee
doth it,and not hisown. Secondly the worke
tobedone, muftnot be adebtanddutie, for
then the doer deferues nothing. Thirdly,

there mult bee a proportion betweene the

worke and the reward of life crernall. Now

the manhiood of Chrift confidercd apart by it
felfe, cannot performethefc three conditions.

Forit doth what itdoth by the fpirit of God,

whetby it was conceiued and is filled without

meafure. Againe, it is acreaturc,and thercfore

whatfoeuer it is,hathor can do,it owethal to

God.Laftly,it can not doea worke proportio-

nalltoeternall glory ; becaufe it takes all of
God, and can giuenothingto him. If then it
be demanded , how this man-hood of Chrift
merits in our behalfe: I anfwer,not by it fclfe,
but by meane’s of the perfonall vaion, where-
by it isexalted and preferred intothe ynitic of
the fecond perfon, the eternal word of the Fa-
ther. Henceit s that Chriit meriteth: none
can merit of God but God. Now then if
Chrift meritonely in this regard , nomecre
creature , man or angel can poibly merit by
any worke. The fifth reafon is this: therebe
two kinds of tranfgrefsion of the law, ouc
when a worke is dite@ly againt the laws the
other is, whenthat is done that the law re-

quires, but not in that mannez and perfection
the law requires. The fecond kinde of tran{.
grefsion is in euery good worke which is
done by men vpon earth: now where any
tranfgrefsion is,there muft be pardon: where
pardonis, there isno merit.

A

D

That this dorine of the certaintie of cur
lofles may yet the better beclearced, Twill fet
downethe fuppofed grounds of merits, and
difcouer their weakeneffe. They are twos the
firltis, thepromife that God hath made to
workes , whereby he hatkbound himfelfeto
reward them with cternall glory. Ianfiver,
that this very promifc is made of the good
pleafure,and meere geod wiil of God : and of |
the fame goodnefle 1t is,that any man isadoer
ofany gecd worke,eirher by nature or grace.
Thereforeifa man could fuifiil the wholelaw,
he fhould not meritat Gods hand. Thus fai:h
the Lord. Exod.20.6. That bewill fhew mercie
vpon thoufands of threms that loue bim ¢ keepe his
commandements, The fecond grornd is, That
vertue of meriting isderined from Chriit che
head, to his members by divine influence. I
anfwer, it is a thicg vapofsitle, For the vertue
of meritingisin Chrift, not {imply s hee is
man, but asheis in one perfon God andman.
The worke which meriteth is done or acted
cucn by the manhcod 5 but the merit of the
worke is from the Godhead , or from theex-
cellence of the perfon.Now then it this vertue
be in Chrift,not as he is man,but in refpec he
is Man-god, or God-man ; it cannot be deri-
ued to vs that are but men , vnlefie cuery be-
lecuer fhould be deified, and made ofameere
manGod-man,whichis impofsible. Therctore
there is no capableneffe or pofsibilitic of me-
ritin the worke of any meere man or creature
whofocuer. For thiscaufe thetrue Church of
Cod cuer detefied bumane merit. The meric
of songruitie before iuftification, isa Plagim
conceit,and was neuer maintained of the Or-
thodoxe fathers. Stapleton conteficd thus
much.7 be merit of congrustis(faich he)invefpect
of the firft grace was of old biffed out :neithersvas it |
eucr admitsedof the betver fort of S choolenzen,as of |
T homas in his Summe,and bis latter weitings,nor!
of bis followers. And the (4 )merit of condsgnstse,
whereby worhs are fuid eftheir cwne dignity
and that properly to deferue the increafe of
the firlk iultification, and eternall lire; was not
receiued of the learncd in the Clurch for
more then a thoufand yeeres after Clrift. Ra-
dulphus eArders, a very learncd man in his
time faith thus : Secsng by one grace we come to
another, b theyare calledmerits,andthat impro-
perly. For as Augultine wisneffesh, Godcrownes
onely his owne grace in vs. Againe,No manm.ry
thinke that Godis bound as st were pabm‘gzzi.w,ra
repay that which be hath promifed.
freeto promife, foss hee frecin re[})t&‘af repaying,
efpecially confidering that as welmcrits as rewards
are bis grace. For Godarowns nothing elfein vs but
his grue:l:mmjé (¢ )if be wonld deale with vs in
extreamity, none lining _{Im[db: ufhsfiedin bis fight,
Andherenpon the Apoftie;who labonred morethen
all, faith: 1 thinke that the affliGions of this
time are not worthy the glory that fhall bee
reuealed. Therefore this conenant or bargaine is
nothing elfe but avoluntary promife. Anfclmeaf-

ter him faith , If a san fhould ferne Goda thoy.
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De men. | fand yeeres,and that moft zealoufly, (a) be fkould|
furatione | #o¢ worthily deferue to be isthe kingdoms of heanen
eruisan.| 6 mnch as balfe aday.S.Bernard faith,Touching

cternallife,we know that the fufferings of this time

are not worthy of the glory tocome 5 no mos sf one

[houldfiffer ali. For the merits of men are nes fich

that eternall life may be duc for them, or that God
fhonid doe fomse ininvie if he gane st nor. Fortolet

paffesthat all merits arc thegifes of Gods & foman

#s rather debrer to Godfor them, then Godto man,
what ave all meris to fogreat aglory? Laftly,whe
3s besterthéthe Prophet towhoms the Lordgincths
| fo worthy & teftimanic,faying: 1 hawe found a man,
accerding to mine owne beart 2 For allthas be bad
needo fay 0 God, Enter not into iudgement with
thy fernane. Againe in procefle of time,when
the merit of condignttie had taken place , it
wasnot generally receined:for it wasreieéted
ot fundry fchoclemen, and others, as of Gre-
goryof Arimine, of Durand, of Waldenfis, of
Burgenfis,and Séotws. Wherefore to conclude,
it nowappeares te bean infallible certaintie,

that hethatdefires to be faned by Chrift,muft
endure the loffe of all his workes and vertues
whatfoeuer, inthecaufe of hisown iuftificati-
on. Now then if thisdo&rioe be fo certaine
and infallible,as it is:thenalfo muft we be fee-
led inthis point without doubting , that the
prefent Church of Rome erreth griewoully, in

that it magnifieth the merit of workes: Yeain

this regard it reuerfeth the very foundation of

A

And tothe fame purpofe Ambrofe faith grace
3 wholly receinedor wholly loff:and Luguftine: I
95 Ko way grace, thas & not freely ginen eucry way,

Hence it followes, that the prefent religion of

the Church of Rome abolifheth Chrift, in as
much as it maintaines & magpifies the merip
ofgood works. Andthis may bé gathered by
the very do@rine of that Church. For it tea-
cheth,that men muft be faued by their praiers,
faftings,almes,pilgrimages,building of Chur-
ches,chappels, bridges, &c. What then fhall
the pafsion of Chri!%doc ?whereto ferues it ?
They anfwer, that it frees vs from death, and
giues to our workes, the merit of cternall life,
and make them meritorioufly to increafe our
inftification. Henceit followes,that Chrift is
nomore but the 1. caufé of our falvation, and
that we ourfelues are fecondary caufes vnder
him,and with him. And thus he is made, ofa
Sauiour,no Sauiour. Sccondly, by the former
necefsitie we learne , that whofoeuer will be
faued by the merit of Chrift, muft come vato
him without vertues or workes of bis owne,
not carrying inheart,fo muchasthe leaft cone
fidence inthem , cfteeming himfelfeto beea
moft vile, wretched, and miferable finner, as
the Publican did, who prayed, Lord ke merci-
full tome a finner.

Hitherto of Pawisloffes : now followesthe
fecond part of the comparifon,touching Pauls
gainc,?ur Chrift ismy Gaine, A fentence to be

true religion. For if they make aduantage in
the mateer of faluation by their works, Chrift
muft needs vpon infallible certentie be their
loffe : becaufe Pan/ makesall worksloffe,that
Chrift may be aduantage. Therefore, faere be
itfromvsall, to haue any dealing or contra®
of focietie with that Church , left we be par-
takers of her dangerounsand fearefull loffes.

Againe, in that all vertues and workes of
graceure butlofles for Chrilt ; wee muft not
only in our firlt conuexfion, but euer after-
ward , though we be ivftified and fan&tificd,
cuenin the pang of death, by meerc faith, relt
onthe meere mexcic of God, andapprehend
naked Chrift , that is, Chrift feuered, in the
cafeof faluation, fromall refpe@s of all ver-
tues and workes whatfoeuer. For there is no-
thing oppofed to the feuere iudgement of
God,but meere Chrifts 1f we doe prefume to
oppofe any of our doingstothe fentence of the
law,hell,death, condemnation, weare fure to
goe by theloffes.

Thus much of the certenty of Paxls lofles,
now followes the necefsitic of them. They are
neceflarie, in as muchas with them, noman
can have part in Chrift. For the merit of our
vertues and good workes,& the grace of God
in Chrift cannot ftandtogether : yeathey are
contrary as fire & water, and one ouerthrow-
eth another in the caufe of iuftification and
faluation. Paxl,to fignifie this cotrariety faith,
If eleétionbe of grace,st is not of works:and if it be

be infhifiedby the law,ye are abolifhed froms Chrift.

of' workes,it1s not of grace. And againe, If ye |

D

d, and to bewrittenin thetables of
our heart foreucr. And the reafon thereof is
manifefts Chrift our mediatour God & man,
is the onely fountaine of all good things, that
are,or can be thought on,whether fpirituail,or
temporall. Saint Jobn faith,Of bis fulnes we re.
ceinegrace for grace. Agaive Paulliith, In him
48 the sreafures of wifedome and knowledge ave
bidde: and Yeare comploate inbim. hindtecals
Chritt our Ranfome,or Connserprize. Andas he
makes ddam the roote of all cuill inmavkind,
{0 he makes Chrift the roote of all grace and
goodnefle. Forthe better clearing of this do-
@rine, two pointsare to be handled: When
Chriftis our gaine? and hew ? Touching the
timewhen,I fetdowne three things.He isour
gaine in this life: he is our gaine in death: and
he is our gaine after death. To returnetothe
firft:he is our gain in life, if we turne from our
euill waies, and beleeue in him, in as much as
he hath giuen for vs many benefits, which I
will reduce totenne heads. The firft is,pardon
offin, without tearme of time, whether paft,
prefent,or to come. Y et muft we hereremem-
ber, that pardon of finne is not giuen abfo-
lutely ; whether men repentorno , butvpon
caditionof our repentance. The fecond is the
imputaticn of Chrifts obedience in fulfilling
the law,for our inftificatiq before God. From

the former bencfie arifetitonr freedome from

hell, and from the law, in refpeé ofthe curfe

thercof: and from the fecond arifeth aRight
to eternall life;whereof the poflefsionis refer-

ued te the lifetocome.The third isour Adop-

N
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tion, whereby wee are the children of ‘God,
and brethien of Chrift. And hencé hate wee
aRight of Lordthippe or dominion ouer the
whole world, and all things contained therin,
whether in heauenor incarth s which' Right
was lolt by Adam,& now reftored by- Chrilt.
Indeede wicked men and infidels haue & vfe
the things of thislifeat their wils, and that by
Gods permifsion : but they receiue and inioy
them no otherwif¢ then children of traitours
doe the goods of theit parents,who peraduen-
ture are foffered to take the benefit of fome
part of them for the preferuing of their lines,
though thetitle and intereft to them be not re.
ftored. The fourthis the miifterie,thatis,the
prefence aide; and protection of good angcls.
The fifth gaine or benefit is, that all the
miferies and calamities ofthiis life, ceafe to be
curfes,and are made blefsings,beingtirned to
the good of thé that are to be faued by Chrift.
Tre fixth is the mortification oforiginall fin,
withall the partstherest, by the vertae of the
death of Chrift.The fenenth is a fpirituall life,
wherby welise not, but Chrift lines in vs,ma-
kingvs partakers of his Annointing, & there-
by enablingvs to liveas Prophets, Prieftes,
Kings. Prophets, to teach and moke confefsi-
onofour faith in Chrilt : Priefls, to dedicate
and prefent our bodies and fovlesto Ged for
the feruice of his Maiefty : Kings, to beare
rulcand deminion ouer tiic corruptions , and
lufts of our hearts. The cighthgaine is, that
Chrift prefents all our prayers & good works
to his Father in his owne name: & thus by his
own Intercefsion makes them acceptable vn-
tohim. Theninthgaineis,the prefince of his
fpirit: For when Chrift afcended, heetooke
with him our pawne,namely cur flethyand left
withvs hisowne pawne, the prefence of the
Conforter, tofapply his owne prefence , to
guide,comfort, andto affire vsof our adopti-
onand faluation. The tenth and lalt is, Per
feuerance in hauing and holding the tormer
gaines. For thos faich the Lord, Jer.32 40, 1
will pnt myfeare intheir bearts, that they fhall not
depars fiom mee. And it muft be remembred ,
that thefe words are not fpoken onely in genes
rall to the Church, but alfo in fingular to cue-

ry true member thereof ; becanfe they are the |~

words of the couenant. Againe, Danid faith,
Plal.y. 3. that the righteous man is like a tree
plantedby the water fide, whofe leafe nener withe-
resh:whothercfore hathalwaics fappe of grace
in theheart tothe end.

Againe,as Chriftis our gainein life,fois he
alfo our gaine indeath , inas much as he hath
taken away the fting of death,, and hath chan
ged the condition efit, by making it of the
gate of hell,to be the way of eternall lifc,

Thirdly, hee is our gaine after death three
waies.Our ficltjgaine is the reforre@ion of our
bodies to eternall life inthe day of indgemet.
The fecond,is a priviledgz to indge the world-
For ficlt of all indgement (hail paffe vpon the
godly: whichdone,they fhallbeetaken vp to

A

B

C

Chrift,and there as witneffes and approoners
of his fentence of condemnaticn, iudge togi-

ther withhim;the wicked world. Thethird is,

the eternall retribution,in which God fhall be
allinall, firtin Chrift, & then is althe mem-
ber of Chrift, and that for euer and ener,

The next poiutto be handled is,How Chrift
is our gaine? For the anfwering of this, two
queftios are to be opencd. The fitft is, Accor-
ding to what nature Chrift is our gaine? I an-
fwer following the ancient and Catholike do-
@rine, That (4) whele Chrift is ovr gaine, ac-

cording to both naturcs. The godieard of

Chrift profitsno finner without the¢manhood,
nor the manhood witheut the godhead. And
as Leofaith; Each nature worketh that which
is proper vnto it,hauing communic=tios with
theother. Againe, God may bec confidered
two waics; Godabfolute,or Godmademan, God
abfolute , thatis, God abfoiutely confidered
withoutrefpe@ o Chriftis indeed s tourtain
of righteoufnefle and lifc; but this fount:inc
isclofed, fealed vp, and not to be atiained va-
t0: becaufe our finnes madea feparation be-
tweene God and vs:and God thuscornfidered,
is a Maieftie full of terror to al finnefull men.
But God confidered as he wasmade man,.nd
manifefted in our flefh , is alfoa fountaine of
goodnes ; yeathe fame fountaine opencd, va-
fealed,& flowing forth to all mankind. Hence
itis that Chrift is called the light of the worid
the bread and water of life;the way,the truth,
the life. Heere againe wee muft remember to
makea difference or diftin@ion of the natures
of Chrift. For the Godhead of Chnft is our
gaine, not inrefpect of eflence, but in refpect
of vertuc and operation fhewed in, or vpen
the manhood of Chrift, whereby it makes
things which were done and fufferedin the
faid manhood, apt and fufficient to appeafc
Godsanger , and to merit cternall life tor vs.
As for the manhood , it isnot onely incfe
and operation , butalfo really communicated

tothe faith of the beleening hearts and here-
upon itis as itwere a treafury and ftore-houfe
ofallthe rich graces of God, that ferue to iu-
ftifie,faue,orany way to cnrich the Eleé of al
agesand times, through the whole world. If
any doubt of this, letthem confider 3. things
of this moft glorious manhood. The firft s,
the gracegf perfomall vwion 5 whereby it is recei-
ued into the Vnitie ofthe fecond petfon, and
hathno being or fubfilting , but onely in the

fubftance thereof. And hence it is truely tear~
med the humanitie of the Sonne of God , or
of the Word. The fecondis, that this man-

hood hathin it all fislneffe of grace. Now this
fulneffe of grace containcs init a}lthe gifts of
the holy Ghoft, and thatin the higheft degiee

of pcrfedion. Ithaththerfore initgifis more

for number , and greater for meafure, then all

men and Angels haue. The thirdis, thatic

recciucth this excellency of gifts and graces ,

sot for it felfe,but that it may bee as it were a

pipeor conduit to conuey the fame graces to
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all the ele@. Out (aluation and life dependeth
onthe fulnefle of the godhead, which is in
(Chrift : neuerthelcfie itis not conueied vato
st butin the flefh, and by the flefh of Chrift.
Ti’:us much Chrift ﬁgnilgqth, wllgndhcj ﬁ:\lmd’
Toh.6. 55.My flefh is meate sndeede. And,
Exupzs ;r’ iz??etie ﬂgjﬁﬁfthe fonne of man, ¢ drink
bis blood,ye hane no lifesn you. And, Fewhich ea
teth myflefh abides in mejand 1 in him. And lohn
the Baptift faith, 10b.3 .1 6.0f his fulne fe.we re-
ceine grace for grace. The Supperof theLord ,
is ordained for the increafe and continuance
of geace and life: and of it Panl faith, 1.Cor,
10.16.The breadewhich we breake,ss a feliowfhip
or communion with the verybedy of Chrift. On:
this manner Cheifk is fiid 1. Corsnth. s 3020 be
made vnto vs of God,wifedome,righteonfiefe,fan

Eification,redemption Wifedome 0t becaufe the

Notbecauft heis the matter of cur wifedome,
the knowledge of whom is eternall life : but
for anhigher canfe thenall thefe. Our media-
tour the man Iefus Chrift, who is alfo God,is
an head vnto vs,and a roote of our wifedome:
For hee was aonointed with the fpirit of wife-
dome in the aflumed manhood, not privateiy
for himfelfe, but that wee alfo which beleeue
might bee partakers of the fame annointing,
and that wifcdome from him by his ficth
mightbe conucied vnto vs. Therefore from
his wifdome there is wifdome derined in fome
meafure, toall thatare myftically vnited vato
him,as light in one candle is deriued toan hun-
dred,or as heate is derined from heate. Again,
heis our inftice, notonely becanfe he is the au-
thor and giuer of our iuftice, withthe Father
and the holy Gholt: neither becaufe the effen-
tiall ivftice of Chrifk is giuen to vs: for then
we fhould be all deified : but becaufe that fu-
ftice which s inthe manhood, confifting part-
ly inthe purity of nature, aad pattly in the pu-
rity of a¢tion, whereby he obeyed his Fathers
will , andfuffered all thingsto be foffered for
vs: thisinftice I fay, isimputed to vs,and ac-
|counted ours, according tothe tenour of the
couenant,as if it were inberent in vs.Heis our
San@ification, not oncly becaufe he isthe au-
thor ofit, neither becaufe the fanétity or holi-
neflc of the gedhead is communicated to vss
butbecanfe he was fan@hfied in his manhood
aboue allmenand Angels. And from this ho-
linefle of his, our holinefle is derived, and
fprings asa fruit: as the corruption in e4dams
pofterity is dcriucd from the corruption of]|
Adam. ChriftfaithyJob.17.19. For thesr [akes
\fanttifie [ my felfe,that they aifo may beefanitsfied
thronghthe truth, Cyrill faith, As God,he giues
himfelfe the (pirit,as man be recesnes st: which hee
{dothnat for himfelfe, but for vs, that thegrace of
|fanttification ont of bim, andin bsm firft receined,
mught paffi to all mankind, Againe hee faith,

A

B

C

T bat the bodyof our Lord, becing fanctsficd by the
vertueof the Wordioynedroir , 15 madefo effeitna
all for myfticall benediction , that it canfendforsh
bis fanctificavion into vs. Laftly 5 Chriftis our
Redemption ox life,on this manner: Inthe per-
{on of the Mediatour,beingone and the fame,
there isadouble life : one vncreated and ef-
fentiall, agrecingto Chrift as he is God. And
thislife is not giuen to vs atall, faue in re-
fped of the efficacie thereof. For in God we
liue, mooue, and have ourbecing. Theother
is the created lifc of the manhood; and itis ei-
ther naturall, or fpirituall. Naturall, isthat

herewith hee lined in the eftate of humiliati-
onby ordinarie meanes, as all other men doe.
Spirituall, is that whereby hee now efpecially
lineth in the eftate of exaltation and glorie.
Andthislife he liueth not onely for himfelfe,

walllife,that are voited to it.

. The next queftionis , Inwhateftate Chrift
isour Gaine ; The eftate of Chrift is two-
folde: theeftate of humiliation from his birth
to his death; and the eftate of exaltation in
hisrefirre@ion , afcenfion , and his fitting at
the right hand of God. Inthis firft eftate hee
workes and procures our Gaine. Chriil lying
bafely inthe manger , and crucified ignomi-
nioufly on the Croffe, gained our deliverance
from hell, and arighttolite cuerlafting. In
the fecond cftate, he communicates to vsthe
painebefore named, and by degrees, puts vs
inpofiefsion of it. And for thisend, he now
fitsat the right hand of God , and makes re~
queft for vs.

Thevie of thisdo@rine , that Chrift is our
Gaine,ismanifold. Firftitfheweth,that wee
in our felues are poore, and altogether defti-
tute of fpirituall gocd things. Forto this end
is Chrift our Gaine, that hee may fupply our
want,and fillthem with graces that are other-
wife emptie,& cuenhunger-farued. Second-
ly it teacheth, thar men doe in vainc feeke for
fo much as the Icaft droppe of goodnefic out
of Chrift, who aloneis the ftore-houfe of all
goodthings. Heaucn and earth,men and An-
gels, and all thingsare butasnothingto vs, if
by them, wee fecke toenioy anythingoutof
Chrift: yea G O D is no God to vswithout
Chrift. Thirdly, we learne to deteft the trea-
fury which the Church of Rome maintaines
and magnifies.It isasit werca cheft,in which
is contained , not onely the ouerplus of the
merits of Chrift,but alfo of Martyrs & Saints,
to be difpenfed in pardons at the Popes plea-
fure. But Chrift 1s aloneour full and perfett
gainc; and therefore in himfelfethereisan al-
fufficicnt Treafure of the Church: and as
Panl faith,Coloff.2.10. In himwe are compleate,
As for the mevits of Martyrs aud Saints, they

bring no aduantage to the people of God » but

are

effentiall wifedome of the godhead is ginento | |but alfo for vs;that we being partakers there- | Rom 6.
vs: for that is infinitcand incommunicable. | | of, may liue togither with him. Thus the aun- | Cyrilin
Neither againe , becaufe hee is the author of | | cient Church hath taught ; the fleth of Chrift | Ioh.l3.c.
our wifedome,gining vs knowledge of our fal-| | vnited tothe Word, is madequickening flfh, i ’&.g
uation, as the Father and the holy Ghoftdoe. | | that itmight furtl er quicken them with fpiri- || l’;’.u‘
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‘| himj shatis,: the firft death with the paines of
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are indeed matter of the dung-hill. Fourthly,
if Chrift be our ereafiare and gaine, our hearts
muftbe feton him. Our minds vieto bevp-
on our penny, and we hunger after gaine : let
vs thercfore hunges after Chrift;he isour pen-
nysand he is our gaine. Nay, wee mult aboue
all pleafures, henours, profits, lou¢ bim, and
reioyce in him: yea,wee fhould be fiwallowed
vpwithloue of him. Laftly, hereismatter of
comfort.In the lofle of goods and fricnds,and
calamitiésof this life,we may not bedifiaied:
all theloffes of thislife, are but petty lofles,fo
longas wehaue Chrift for our gaine.Nothing
can be wanting voto Vs, inthe midft of all pur
loffes and mifcries,fo long as we receine of his
fulneffe, whoisthe fountaine of goodneffe,
neuer dried m L
.+ “To proceede further, the fecond part of the
comparifon[ Chrift ismiy gaine ] is amplified by
a gradation onthis manner: / eftcemethe know~
ledgeaf Chrift Iefus my Lord an exoellent thing: 1
defirs togaine Chrift:1defire to be foundin Chrifi.
Of thefc inorder. By the knowledgof Chrift,
we areto vnderftand the doGrine of the Gof-
pel, orthedo@rine of the pefons and offices
of Chrift , conceined and knowne of vs. To
this knowledg an excellency is afcribed , -of
which. I will fpeake a little.  This excellencie
appeares. partly.inthe matter and contents
and pirtly in the cffe@s thereof. Touching
the matter , it is full of excellent myfteries,
which Pesl reduceth to fixe headsin his Epi-
fRtleto Tvmothie, x Tim.3.16. The fisltis,the

Incarnatien of the’ Sonne of God, ‘in thefe

words;Godmade manifeft intheflefb. And here |
two wonders offer themfelues to be confide- |
redthe firft, whereas Adams fleth and Adams |
finne are infeparably ioyned together , inre- |
fpe@of all that nature can doe; yet did the |
Sonneof God take vato him mans nature and
flefh without mans finne: becaufe he was con-
ceivedof a Virgin by the operation of the ho-
ly Ghoft: whereas ifhe had beene conceived
by natarallgeneration , hee had with Adams
flefh taken esdams cortuption. The other
wonder inthe Incarnation of Chtift is , that
the flefh of man s vnited to the perfon‘ofthe
Sonneof God, & thence hath his fubfiftance,
otherwife haning no fubfiftance of hisowne.
The like example is. not tobee found in the
worldagaine : fauing thatwee haue fomere- |
femblancethereofin the plant catled e /ifGel-
to; whichhath nordot of his owne,but growes
as abranch of the cake,, orfome other tree,
and hath his life‘and fap from the roor there-
of. ‘The fecond miftery in the knowledge of |
Chrift; isthe ivflification of Chrift, in thefe
words, Iuffified inthe firit: and it wason this!
manner: Chrift made:man’become our fire-
tic ,*and was made fubic& to the law forvs.
Herenpon our, finfies were imputed to him ,
and the punifbment due thereto laide vpon

thefccond: yea further.deathinthie graue had
| dominion oner hipt. -Afterall this, hy his fpirit |

A
. |from death, and thereby acquit himfelfe of

B

- |and ftead of all the Elet : and they afcended

or power of the godhead hee raifed himfelfe

our finnes :. and thisacqpitall or abfolution is
hisiuftification, wherby he declareth himfelfe
to be aSauiour perfe@iy righteous. Forif hee
had not fatisfied the wrath of God to the full,
and broughe perfe righteoufnefls , heehad’
neuerrifcn againe, confidering he was judged
am,ir }c]omi]c_n:ined fgr out finnes,

e third myferic is, the ight of Angels
who defired to looke imozheflgncz‘{narifn of
Chrift:in whichthey faw threethings,as Luke
tcﬂifjerh. The firft, that it was a mcanes to
manifeft the gloricof God : thefecond, thatit
broughit peaseand good fuccefle to men vpon
earthsthe third,that it wasa meanesto reneale
the goodwill of Godto the world. The fourthis
the preaching of Chrift to the Gentsles. This ap-’
pearcthto beeagreat myferie ; becanfe the
knowledge of Chrift was kept fecret from the
natios,forthe fpace of more then foure thon-
fandyeares. For from the creationto Aofes
the Churchof God was fhut vpinalittle i-
mily: from e #20fes to Chrift, it was incloded
within the precin@sof iewry:which was not
fo much as the fourth partof England, The
fifth myfterie was the conuerfion of the worldro
the fairh of Chrift. And thisis fo muchthe
greater wonder 3 becaufe thisconuerfionwas
wrought by the preaching of the Gofpcll,
whichis flat againt the naturall reafon and
will of man, and therefore vnfit to perfwade:
andthe preachershereofwere fimplcand filly
‘mentofeeto: and fome of them which were
conuerted;werethe very Iewes that crucified
Chift. Thelaft iy ftery was the afeenfion of
Chrift into glorse, The greatnefic of this myfie-
ry appearcs in two things. The firft, that
Chrifts afcenfion was arcalland full opening
of the kingdome of heauen , which had for-
merly bin fhut by our fins. The fecond , that
the afcenfion of Chrift, was noperfonall or
prinateafcenfio: for he afcended in the roome

together in and withhim, and now after a
fort arc together in and with him in glory.
Thuswe fee the excellency of theknowledge
of Chriftin refpe@ of the Myfteries c6tained
therein: thelike excellency appeates in the
effe@sthereof;which are two,the knowledge
of God,and of our felucs.

For thefirft,by the knowledge of Chrift, we
know God aright.Hence Chrilt iscalled Heb.
1.3.Thebrightne(fe of the glory of the Father:and,
the ingrauenimage of | his perfon: apd the image of
the inuifible God, Col-1.15. And Panlfaith no-
tably, that when God fhineth iv our hearts by
thelight of the Gofpel, his glory is ro be feencin
the face of Chrift; 2.Cor.4+6. The wifedome,
power, and goodnes of God is made manifeft
in Chrift: and that more fully then ever ivwas
inthecreation. Inthe creation Adam beeing
butameere'man was our head ; botinthe c-

ftatc of grace,Chrit is our head, God & man,
By creation wc receinc butanaturall lifeto be
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continued by food:by Chrift wereceiue a fpi- |
rituall,to be preferued eternally without food,
by the opetationof the fpitit. As the fpoufe
of Adims was bone of his bone, and flefh of
his flefh: fo is the fpoufe of Chrift bone of
his bone, & flefh of his flefh: and that in more
excellent manner : becaufe euery particular

man, as he is borne anew, and the whole Ca-
tholike Church the true fpoufe of Chrift,
fpringeth and arifeth out of the meritand effi- |
cacie of the blood that diftilled out of the
heartand fide of Chrift. Inthe creation God
makes life of notbing: but by Chrift he draws
our lifc forth of death,and changeth deathin-

A hope in our owne righteoufnes ; and thepro-|
" | mife of life eternall by Chrit ,- fhould becof,
{ none effe@. Forthe law ncuerinitifies before
God,till it be perfedly kept: which condition
‘ of perfeétion if men could performe , there
fhould belittle neede of Chrift, or ofthe Gof:
pel.Sccondly,if this knowledge beof fuchex-
cellencie, it muft be learned of vs, andthat in
fpeciall manner. Iftoother inferiour learning
we lend the vnderftanding & memory,to this
wearctoapply the whole man. The minde
mufklearae it by opening it felf to conceiue it:
the memory muft learneit , by ftoring itvp:
the wil & affei6s muft learneit, by refigning

tolife. Againe,inthe law the iuftice of Godis
fet downe and reuealedsin Chrift we feemore, ;
namely,perfec iuftice and perfe& mercie, re-
vealedto the full; yea (which isa wonder) iu-
ftice and merciereconciled. Laftly, in Chrift
we fee the length, the breadth, the height, the
depthiof the love of Ged, in that God vouch-
fateth toloue the ele@ withthe very fame loue
wherewith heloueth Chrilt.

Asby Chrift we know Godifoalfoby Chrift
wee know out felues : and that on this man-
ner: Firlt we muft confider,that in the Pafsi-
on hee tooke our perfon vpon him, and that
vponthe croff¢, he ftood in our place,roome,
and ftead. Secondly, weeare toconfider the
greatnefle of hisagonicand pafsion, fet forth
vnro vs efpecially by fiue things. The firftis,
theteftimonie of the Euangelifts, who fay in
emphaticall words , that he was fill of forrow,
and grienoufly troubled. The fecond, hiscom-
plaint , that bis foule was heanse ynta the death ;
and, thae he was forfaken of the Father. The
third, hisprayer wirh Frong cries: fane mee from
this boure:let this cup paffe, The fourth,the com-
ming of an Angell to comfort him. The laft,
hisfweat of water & thicke or clotted blood.
Now in Chrift thus confidered, wee fie the
greatnefle of Gods anger againft vs for our
{innes: we fee the greatnefle of our fins: wefee

of our hearts, that neuer fo much as figh for
our offences, for which the Sonof God {weat
e

the vilcneffe of our perfons:we fee the hardnes

and conforming themfelues intheir kinde ¥n-

'to it. Thus Paslteacheth,That tokarne Cariff,
| s thetruth isin Chriff, isto pat off she oldman, ¢
l¢o put onthe new man,which after Godis reared in
vighseonfne e andkolineffe. Thitdly, by this we
Ieatne to value and prize the knowledge of
Chrift,aboueall things inthe werld. The An-
gels of God themfelues defire to profitinthis
knowledge. Daid; who in the darknes of the
old Teftament defiredtobe a daore-keeperin
the houfe of God , if he werg;siow lining on
earth, would be content withamoffice athou-
fand folde more bafé, that he might enioy this
clearelight of the knowledge of Chrift. But a-
las,there are no fuch Dawids now adaies, Itis
our fault, and the fault of our times, thatthis
knowledge is of little or novalue and account
among men; and litele fruit therof tobe feenc.
Andtherefore it isto be feared,that God will
take this treafare of knowledge from vs, and
fendforth ftrong illufions to beleeue lics; be-
caufe it islittle or nothing loued.

Paul yer further commends this know-
ledgc.inthat he calsit, The knowledge of (bri,
HIS LORD. Now hec1s our Lord foure
waies. Firft,by the right of donation (becanfe
allthe Ele@ aregivento him of the Father in
the eternall ¢ llof cle@ion: )fecondly,by
creation: thirdly,by theright of redemption :
fourthly, by the right of headfhip; inthatasa
living head he giues fenfe and fpirituall life to
thé that belecucin hims And Paw/cals Chrift

B

waterand blood: we fee our vathank sl
thatlicle refpect or regard this work of Chrift.
Laftly, wee fee our duties that weeare to bee
throughly touched with true repentance, and
to humble onr feluesas it weretothe very pit
ofhel : forifthe Sonne of God meurne and
cty for our finnes imputed, weare much more
tocry and bieed inour hearts for them, feeing
they are ours properly, and with them wee
haue pierced Chrift. And thus the excellencie
of the knowledge of Chrift is manifeft.
Hence we learne fundry things: Firft,if the
knowledge of Chrift be foexcellent, wee may
notmaruaile, that by the malice of the diuell 1t
hath beene corrupted many hundred yeares
inthe Romifh Church : which teacheth, that
the Gofpel isnothing elfein effect,but the law

| his Lord;becaufe he beleeued hisown clection,
D i in which he was giuento Chrift, his creation
& redemption by him , and his myticall con-
iun&ion with him,as with his head. And here
Panlin bis example teacheth vstwo things.
The firft,how we fhould know Chrift , & the
dorine of the Gofpel. For the right know-
ledge wherofithere isrequired, befide general
vnderftiding of Chrift & his benefits,with ge-
neral afiét,a fpecial applicationtherof.Itisnot
fufficient tobelecue the cle@ion, redemption,
inftification,glorification of Gods people: but
we muft goe further, & beleeue the very fame
things inour felues. The reafon may be taken
from the Contents of the Gofpell. For it con-
tains two parts;the firlt is a promife,in which
Chrift with all his benefits is cffered and pro-

of Mofes perfe&ed-Now if this were {0,Chrift
Joubtlesdied in vaine,and we might place our

pounded vnto vs. The fecond is a comman-
dement to apply the faid promife & the fub-

ftance

e e
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ftance thercof to our felues, and that by our
faith. And he that takes away this fecond part,
oucrthrowes halfe the Gofpel of Chrift,Here
i the foundation of fauing Knowledge, which
iuftificth and bringeth life eternall ; and the
foundation of fpeciallfaith. The fecond thing
to be learned in Panls example is, thacwe are
torefigne our felues , our bodies and foules,
and to render all fubie@ion' to Chrift. For
in that hee calleth him Lord , hee profeffeth
himfclfe to be the feruantof Chrit. Theend
of all preaching is to bring , not onely our
wordsand deeds, but alfo our fecret thoughts
in fubie@ionto him. And theend why Chrift
fitteth in glory at the right hand of the Fa-
theris,that cuery knee may bow vato him, of
things in heauen and earth, Itbchoouethvs
therefore toliuc and carry our- felues in our
| placesastrue and vofained fernants of Chrift.

The fecond degree in Panls gradation is,
that bee defives to gaine Chrift. Now to gaine
Chirift is nothing clfe; burto make Chrift his
gaine, as appeares by the oppofition of the
words. For he faith, bebad deprined bimfelfeof |
allthings, thatis, madcall things his lofle, thar
hemight gaine Chriff. Andhe is madcoar gaine
it twothingsbedone. Firft, he muftbe made
ours,thatis, thy Chrift, ormy Chrilt in parti-

| cular: fecondly,we mult put our confidence in

him, Forthe ficft, that Chrift may bec made
ours, adouble confentisrequireds Godscon-
fent ro giue Chrilt, and our confént to receine
him. Godsconfent, that Chrift fhallbe ours,
is giuen inthe reuelation of the promife tou-
ching the womans feede, made toour firft pa=
rents, inthe continual renuingofthe faid pro-
mif- toour forefathers, in the incarnationand
bitth of Chrith,in his p.fsion,inthe preaching
of the Gofpell, inthe adminiftration of both
the Suceaments, Baptifme, and the Lords fiup-
pere Vur confent to réceine Chrift, is when
we begin to beleeuein him; yea when wee
begin to bee touched in our hearts for our
iitnes , andto hungerand thirlt after Chritt,
Thus by tae concurrence of thefe two con-
fencs is our Sauiour Chrift really made ours,
Aud farther yet, that hemay be notonly ours,
butalfo our gaine, weemuit fecand fixe the
whole confidence of our hearts vpon him a-
lone,for the forgiuenc fleof our finnes, and the
faluation of our foules. For where thegaine
is, there muft the heare be. When riches in-
creafc we may not fet our hearts on them,be-
caufe,though they be good , yet are they not
our gaine and treafure : Chrift is not onely
good vnto vs; but our gaine, and the very
tountaine of all good things : 2nd therefore
we muft beftow our hearts on him.

Hence we learne, thatthe Popifh religion
teachethwickednefle. For it maintaines that
we arc not onely to beleeuein God, but(4)al-
fointhe Church: it maintainesan hope® and

A | ety. Thisisto make the creature our gain, and
to put downe Chrift our redeemer.

Againe, Panthad faidin the ¢ former chap-
ter, that Chrift was his gaine both in life and
death: and yetnow he faith, that be fill defives
eogaine Chrift. And by hisexample we learne,
that in this lifeour affe®ions muft neuer bee
fatisfied andfilled with the defire of Chrift,til
we hauethe full fruition of him.Naturally onr
defires be vnfatiable, in refpecof riches, ho-
nours,pleafuress but we mutlearne to mode.
rateand ftint eur felues in feeking of earthly
things; beeing conteat withthe portion that
God doth allot vs ; and the infatiableneffc of |
our affe@ions muft indeede be dire@ed and
tutned vpon Chrift. The woman in the Gofs
pel,thathad thebloody iffie; defired totouch
the hemme ofhis garment; wee muft goe fur-
ther, ot oncly to teuch him, hotalo by our
faith to lay hald on him , -and asit were with
both the hands tohang wpon him. Thema
defired for his contentation, but to put his
finger into his fide: we muft fecb eyes
Chrift crucified: andhis pretious blood asit
were,afrefh diftilling from his hands,fect,and
fide:and we muft not onely touch this blcod,
but fprinckle our felues with itsyea dip,and as
it were diue our felues into it,body, foule,& al.

The third and Ia@t degree in Pawls gradati-
onis, thathedsfires so be found 31 Chryff, And
here his defircistwo-fold; the ficft, to beein
C|cChrifi: the fecond,tobefonndof Godinthe day
of indgement. The fift, to be in Chrift, isto
betakeneut of the fitlt «Adam,andto be vai-
ted vito Chrift as his very flefh ; or asatrue
member of his myticall body. Now this in-
corporation and vnion into Chrift,is a myfte-
ry;and for thebetter vaderftanding of it, foure
rules muft be obferued. The firlt,that not on-
ly our foules are vaited to the foule or God-
head of Chrift: butalfo the whole perfon of
him that belecueth is vnited to the whole per-
fon of Chrift.For theRedeemer & they which
are redcemed ited together:and Chrift,
God and man, redcemed vs,not only in foule,
but alfo inbody. Wetherefore belecuers,hage
our whole perfons vnited to the whole perfon
of Chrift. And Saint Paw! faith, 1.Cer. 6. 15,
That onr very bodses are the members of Chriff,
And Chrift himfelfe faith, foh.6.56. That wee
muft case bis flefh,c5 drinke bis blosdstbat we may
bein him and be snws, The fecond rule is,tou-
chingthe order of this vnion: That wee are
ioyned tothe ficfh of Chift, and by his flefh,
to hisgodhead. For that which brings vs to

B
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Now by Chrifts flefh,we haue our fellowfhip
with God.Itisthe veileof the temple,wherby
the high Pricftentred into the Holy of holics,
and into the prefence of GodeAgaine,t {erues
a8 a pipe;or conduit,to deriue theefficacy and
operation of thegadhead vato vs. The third

haue fellowfhip with God, ioynes vsto God. |

N

d.Phil. 2.
23,

fidence in Saints, cfpecially inthe Virgin| |mule is,that this vaion fkands not in imaginati-
U arie; it i ya confidencein| |on,but isatrucandrcal coniuntion: Neither
oucowne workes:fo itbeas they fayin fobri-|  |doth thediftance of place (we being oncarth,
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andthe fleth of Chrilt in heauen) binder chis, A fivords areintheirlipsifor they [ay.who hmrnh'l)x?

vnion. Theminde is vnited aftera fort,to the |
thing it mindeth. After thecontract of marri-
. |age, two ditin& perfons beeing a thoufand ;
_ i miles afunder,remainc one flefh. Ifnaturcaf- i
toatd thus much : why maynot the like bec |
found In the coniunéion that is abouc natare? :
The laft rule is, That the bond of thisour con- |
iun@ion, is one and the fame fpirit, teeing
‘| bothin Chrift and vs:fic(t in Chrift, and:then 1
in vs. This teacheth. SeJohn,faying,1.10b.4.13. |
That Chriff dwels in vs by bis [pirit ginew vnto
vs. Againe, this fpiric worketh in vs faith, !
which alfo knits vsto Chrilt: who, as Pax/
faith, Ephef-3.17. dwelsinonr bearts by faich,
And by this we further fee that diftance of
place hinders notthis vnion, The fpirit of God |
being infinite,may dwelboth in Chriftand vs:
and our faith thoughitbe feated within our
hearts, yet can it reach forth it felfe, andap-
prehend Chrift in heauen. .

The fecond defireof Panlis, That he maybe
| foundof Godtobe in Chriff , that is , that God
would refpect himas a member of Chrift, and
accept him into his fauor cternally for Chrift.
For the better vnderftanding of this, the or-
der that God vfeth in (hewing his loue muft
be obferiied. Firftofall, be begins his loue in
Chrift , whom he loues fimply for himfelfe
then from Chrift hee defcends tothem that
atevnited to Chrift, confidering them cuen
as parrs of Chriftswhomalfo heloucs, yetnot
fimply, but refpe@iuely,in and for Chrift. He
that lookes vpon things of diuers Kinds tho-
rougha greene glafic , -beholds themall to be
greene; euen {o,whom God refpecteth in and
for Chrift, they arc loucd of God, as heis lo-
ued,and righteous as heisrighteous. And this
is the thing which Pasl defircth that in the
day of iudgement hee may be thus refpected.

Hence wee learne, that God will make an
examination of al our hearts,lines,and works,
inthe day of iudgement. For this Finding,
whieh Panl, iongth . prefoppofeth, that
God fees,and obferues our waies,and will one
day certenly difcouer the, knowing euen now
certenly whether we be.in Chrift or no. For

yeato a ftraitaccount: for God will findeout
whatfocuer is amiffe, though we haue skillco
make faire fhewes before men. And we are
withall to amend our felues. Selomon vpon
this ground diffwades the yong'man from for-
nication; Why fhouldeft thoumy fonne(faith hee,
Prou.5.20,31.) take delight in a frangewoman ,
| fesing thewaics of men are before the eye of Gody e
he pondeveth alltheir paths? To this purpofe the
Iews haue a faying worth our marking:write,
fay they. 3. things inthy heart, and thou fhalt
neucrfinne:Theress aneyethat fecththoe,ancare
that bearesh thec, and 4 handthas writeth all thy
daingi in abaoke. The caufcof our manifold fins
is , that men fal{ly thinke, that God neither
fees,nor heares them. Thus faith Dawid of his

this cayfe we are tocal our feluestoan accoitt, |D

Againe,bete we fee Panls care, yea the pitch
of all his defires, and his principall fore-caft,
that he might be found of God in-the day of |
indgement , to be 2 member of Chrift. The
like muft be our care and fore=caft now in the
timeof thislife: yca, this muft be the carco
all.cares,that we may be knit to Chrift, andfo
accepted of God , whenhe fhall rife to iudge-
ment. Chrift bids vs, Lk 21.36.Watch & pray,
that we may flandbefor c the fenne of man: anid this
we cannot doe, vales we beincorporated into
Chrilt. We argbidden firft to fecke the king-
dom ofheaué: & that isindeed to bein Chrit.
To be wife and circumfpe® in many matters,
& yet to want fore-caft tocompafle our maine
and principallgood,is the greateft folly of al.
What is.the fault of the foolifti virgins? vir.
ginsthey are asthe wifé: they cartied the bur-
ning lamps of Chriftian' profefsion: likewife
they had oyle,thatis,the oyle of Grace: buta-
las,. they hadnotoyle enough to fuenifh their
lamps. Their fault was,that they wanted fore-
caft tofurniththemfelues with eyle fofficient.
And thereis neuer fufficiencic of oyle,till wee
be true and lively members of Chrift. And
this wastheir damnable foily, that they con-
tented themfelues with the name and profef-
fon of Chrift, & had nota ferious and fpeciall
care indeede to bemembersof Chrit. There-
fore let vs now diligently indeauour tobe that
inthislife,whichwe defire to be found of God
inthe day of iudgement. There be three iudg-
ments whichweare tovndergoe, the iudge-
ment of men, of our felues,and of God.  The
two firft we may falfifie, the third wec cannot.
For men wee may deceiue, and our felues wee
may deceiue;but God we cannot.Itis the foit-
dationofall good things to bee ingrafted into
Chrift: and for this caufe, all the fore-caft of |
our heads, all other cares and ftudies fheuld
giue place; thatthis mightbee accomplifked.
Some manmay hereupondemand, what hee
{houlddoe, that he mightbe in Chrit ? I an-
fiwer twothings:firlt,he muft breake off all his
finnes,and turnevato God: fecondly, he muft
praycarneftly euen vnto the death , that his
heart may bekait to Chrift. Againe, it may be
demanded, how it may be knowne of vs, that
weare in Chrift?S. Jebn anfwercth, 1. Joh.4.13
Hereby we knaw that he dwellethin vs by the fpirit
which be hath ginervs, And we may know that
we haue the fpirit of Chrift, ifthe fame mind,
inclination, and difpofition, the like loue to
God and man, the likemeekenefie, patience,
and obedicnce be in vs which was in Chrift.
For.the fame fruits arguethe fame fpirit.

V.9m--+ N ot bianing mine owne righteonfnes,
which 15 of the lawbut that which s of the faithof
(hrifsce.

The Apoftle having taught in generall
tearmes, that Chrift is his gaine, here begins
todeclare the fame in more particular fort.
Forheefets downe a three-fold gaine which

hee defired to obtaine of Chrift : the firft is,

enemics,Pfvl.59.7. Theybragintheir talke,and|

the
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{¢hevightesnfnefJe of Chrift : the fecond is inward
(feBow|hip with him : the third s, the refurrection
of the body to eternall glory. Now this righte-
oufnefle of Chrift which Panl makes his firft
gaine,is handled inthe 9. verfe, for the better
knowledge whereof, I wil firft openthe mea-
ningof ‘the words. And firft of all, itmuft be
keiowne, that they- are an’ expefition of the
words which went before. For whereas Paul
had defired to be found in Chrift, now hee
es his owne meaning, that hee- defired
thereinnothing elfe but that he mightbe ac-
cepted of God for Chrifts fake, and be eftee~
drigh in‘hisrighteoufneffe. Andthat
this righteoufneffe may bee the better difcer-
ned , hefets downe two forts of inftice : the
one hee refufeth, the other hee defiteth and
choofeth. The righteonfnefle refufed, he cals
ithisowne: becaufe‘it is withinhim, andit
is exereifed by the powers of his foule, name-
lyshis minde, will affe@ions. He faith further,
it is of the law,that is of the workes which the
law requireth: for (as Paul (aith) the righte-
onfneffé of the law is this,Hethat doth thefe things
\(hall line therein, Againe, of the iuftice defi-
red, he faith, itisby thefaith of Chriff,that is,
it arifeth of the obedience of Chrift appre-
hended by faith. For in this manner to the Ro-
manes, heputs the faith of Chriit,for faithin
the blood of Chrift. And whereas fome man
might haply fay, that enen this righteoufnefle
is ours, asthe former , Paxl addeth further,
that it is of God,wholly & onely,and not of vs,
citherin whole, or inpart, being frecly giuen
of him vpon our faith,that is,when we beleeuc.
In thefe few words Paxl coucheth many
weightie points of do@rine. I willdittin&ly
propound them one by one. Firftof all, hee
makesa double iuftice, one of thelaw , the
otherof the Gofpell: yea he oppofeth them
as contraries in thecafe of iuftification: and
thatthey may the better be conceiued , hede-
feribes them feuerally. Touching the iuftice of
the law,he fets it downe by two things. Firft
he faith, itis within vs :_becaufe it is nothing
elfe but a conformitic of heart and life to the
will of God reuealedin the faid law. Andthe
law kfiowes not the righteoufheffe which is
without vs. Secondly, he notesthematter of
its that itconfiftsof fuch vertues and workes
as the law prefcribzth.Now the inftice of the
Gofpelit is likewife fet forth by foure things.
Firft, itisnotinvs, butforthof vs: becaufe
Panl oppofeth it to the righteoufnes which is
ours,amr:vithin vs.Secondly, Pani fers downe
the matterof it, or the perfon in whomitis,
namely, Chrift. Of whom leremy faith s fe-
bowah 5s onr righteonfneffe. And Chrilt muft be
confidered two waies: as God,and as Media-
tour ; according to whichtwo refpects, hec
hath a double righteoufnefle: One as God ;
and chat isinfinite ; and thereforeincommu-
nicable : The other as Mediatour, isthe obe-
dience of Chrift , whichhee performed in his
manhood, confifting of two parts ;' his fuffe-
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Arings inlifeand death, and his fulfilling of the

| madeours, and thatisfaith,, whichdothreft

{law for vs. Andthis very obedience whichis
jin Chrift,and not in vs, is the very mattérof
theiuftice of the Gofpell. Thirdly, Pas! fets
downe thé meancs whereby this iuftice is

on Chrift,andapply his obedience to vs.Laft-
ly, Paul fers downethe author of this inftice
and that is God, who of his grace and mercie,
freely giues Chriftand his obedience vnto vs,
when we belecue. Qut of thefe foure peints 2
definition of the iuftice of the Gofpel may be
framed thus: It is the rightcoufnes of the Me-
ditour, namely, the obedience of Chrift, gi-
nen s frecly of God, & receiued by our faith.

By thisdiftinction of Legall and Evangeli-
calliuftice,we learne the ditference of the law
and the Gofpell. The law promifeth life vpon
the condition of our workes , or obedience
performed, according to the tenour of the
{aw. The Gofpell requiresnotthe condiion
of merit, orof any wotke to be done on our
parts in the cafe of our iuftification,but onely
prefcribes vs tobeleeue in Chrift , and to reft
on his obedience , as our inftice before the
teibunall feat of God. Secondly, by this wee
learne,thatthe Church of Romesand the lear-
ned therein, are ignorant of the right diffe-
rence betweene the Law and the Gofpel. For
they teach, thattherighteonfnes which ftands
in our inherent vertucs and workes done by
vs, is required for inftification, as well in the
Gofpel,as inthe Law: and that the difference
lies onely in this, that the Law is more darke,
and without grace ; the Gofpel more plaine,
hauingalfothe grace of God annexed vntoit,
to inable vs in onr owne perfons , todoe that
which both Law & Gofpel require. But this is
indeed to make a confufion of the law & Gof-
pels and to abolifh the ditin@ion of the two-
fold iuftice before named , which may not be.

The fecond point of do&rine delinered by
Panl,is, That a finner ftands inft before the tri-
bunallfeat of God, not by theiuftice of the
Law, but by the iuftice of faith, whichisthe
obedience of Chrift, without any workes of
ours. And becaufe this point of dotrine is of
great moment; & is withall oppugned of ma-
ny, I will further confirme it by fome fpeciatl
reafons. Firft ofalinthe iuftification of a fin-
ner , God manifefts his mercy andiaftice to
the full. For as Paul faith: Hee inftifiesh frecly
by bis grace:and in inftifying. bess not onely s in-
\Bsfier, bue alfoinft. Now this concurrence of
mercy and inftice,is no where to befound,but
in the obedience of Chrift, performed by him
in our roome and our ftead-As for all Chrifti-
an vertues and workes of godly men, they
are by mercieaccepted of God, but they doe
not fatisfic the iultice of God , according to
the tenour of the law.Secondly, Pas/ inthe E-
piltletothe Romanes , confidering Abraham

leeuer , yea as the father of allthe faichtull,

(Gith, thatthen hewas iuftified withons workes :

notas an idolater vnconuerted, but as abe- |
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and that his faith, thatis, the Mefsiasappre-
hended by his faith, was counted vnto him
for rightcoufnefle, longafter his conuctfion.
New as he,whois 2 patterne for vsto follow,
is jultified ; fo muft we be inftified, andnoo-
therwife. Thitdly,as by Adems difobedience
we are made finners, {o by Chriits obedience
we arcmade righteoussbut by Adems difote-
dience(a)imputed to vs,are we made finners:
therefore wee are made iuft by the obedi-
ence of Chrift imputed. Bernard vicd this
reafon : Whoms(faichhe) another mans fani de-
‘filed,another mans warer wafhed. Yet incalling it
another mans fanlt 5 1 doe not Zenie st tobe onrs :
otherwifeit conld not defile vs. But it is another
mans pecanfe we all not Rrowing of it finnedin A=
dam. It is ours, becanfe we hane fiined, thoughin
avctlier 5 andit ss imputed tovsby the inft indge-
mée of Godythough it be fecree Y ez that thon maift
ot complain,O man,againfithe difobedienceof A-
dam, there is ginen thee the ebedscrie of Chrift:
that being fold for nanghe , thou maicft bee redee~
medfor noght. Againe, the dodurine of impu-
ted iultice heteachethexpreffely, faying 5 Al
are dead , that the fasisfattion of one might be ins-
pusedto allsas be alone bare the fins of ab. Againe,
Denth is putto jliglnb the deathof Chri ¢ the
righteoufneffeof Chrift is impusedto vs. Fourth-
ly,Pani aith ; Chrift is made wngo vs of God, He
Jice, thatis, iuftice imputed: for in the next
words he faiths bie is madc ewr fanétification,
thatis, our iuftice not imputed, but inberent.
Fifily,as Chrift was made fin,{oare we made

}A!a fufficient paiment for this debi? wikeout |

"| Almightie , as.an endlefic treafure to make

| onfefe. it i i 1O -
fhefle, it is alfo our inftice in the acceptati- |

C

the iultice of God 3 but Chrift was made our
finne, notby any conuelance of any coraupti-
oniuto his mof hioly heart , but by imputati-
on. We theretore are tiade the iufticeof God |
by like impurtation. And lett any man fhould |
yet furmife that this iuftice isnot mputed,but !
Tnfofed vnto vs, Paul faith, We are wade the in- |
JRice of Godin bim, that is, in Chrift. Hence it
followeth maniteftly , that there isno vertue |
or worke within vs which inftifieth before |
God,and that cur iuftice, whereby we ate iuft !
inthe fight of God , andaccepted tolife cter- |
nall, is out of vs, and placed in Chrift. Thus :
much haue the Fathers obferued vpon this |

made finne,that we might be made iutice, 7ot

him: as be declared finne notto behis, but
ours, nor placed v him 5 bot in vs. Hierome
faith, Chilt Leing offered for vs, tooke the
nameof finne s that wee might beemade the
righteoufnefleof God in Lim, ot ours norinvs,
In the fame manner fpeake 7 heophylatt, eAn-
[elme, Sedulin preshyter, and others. Luftly,
“man confidercd as a creature before hisfall,
| owed vato God the fuifilling of the Jaw,

which as a certaine tribute was dailt:tobec

payed vnto him. After the fall,he don led his
! debt, becaufe he then became debterto God
\ of  fatisfa@iondue for the breach of the law.
! Now theriot paimentof the doubledebt , is

text of Paul. Auguftine faith, that Chriftwas |y,

ifelucs by our finnes, daily increafe the faid !
debt. And our owne works, though procee- |
ding of faith, ient payment; be-

caufe wee cannot. by one debe-pay another. |
And if wee fhall fearch through heauen and |
earth, there is nothing tobe found , thatmay {
ftand for payment withGod , but the.ohedi- |
ence of the Redeemer, which he hathprefen- |
'ted and Jaid downe before the thronc of the

payment in our behalfes And becanfc the faid
obedience is a fatisfaQtion for our varighte- |

onof God. Bythefe and other reafons,it ap- |
peares , that nothing can abfolue vs before |
God, and procure-the Rightof etemall life, |
but the onely obedience of the Mediatour |
Chrift, God and man : andthat withont any |
vertue ot workeof outs. .
|" Henceit follewes,that the prefent Church i
of Rome corrupts the article of iultification, |
by mingling things tagether , whichcanno}
more b compounded and mingled together, |
then fire and water : namely:the iufticeof the |
Gofpell with the inftice of the Law. For it |
{makes adouble inftificacid:the fieft containes
twoparts, pardon of finne by the death of
Chrift,and the infufed habite of charitic. The
fecond is,by workes, which(they fay)doc me-
ritorionfly increafe the firft iuftification, and
procure etcrnalllife. Herewee fee the foue.
raigne medicinc of the Gofpel, namely remif-
fion of fins, tempered with the poyfon of the
Law. For though vertues aud workes pre-
fcribed inthe Law, haue their place, as good
gifts of God, in our liues and comerfations:
yet when they are fe vp higher s and brongh
within the circle of iuftificatio as meritorious
caufes ; they ate put quite outof their place,
and are no better then poyfon: and hereupon
are tearmed of Paxl, Lofie and dung, But tuch
asdefite tobe tearmed Catholikes, alleadge
forthemfelues againft vs » thattheobedience
of Chrift, that is, the rightcoufnesof an ther
|cannot pofsibly be our rightcoufaes, Tanfwer
that the iultice of another may be our inftice,
if it be really made ours. And this is true in
Chrift. For when wee begin to beleeue in
him , though our perfons remainc eucrmore
diftin@ and vnconfounded, yet arc we made
one with him, and according to the tenour of
the Euangelicall ¢ » arc weegiuen to
him,andhe tovss fo as weemay trucly fay,
Chrift is mine, as we cantruly fay,this hou[{,
or thisland is mine. Now if Chrift bec ours,
then alfo his obedience is not onely his, but
ours alfo:his.becaufe it isin himszours,becaufe
withhim it isgiuenvsof God. Agaiae, they
alleadge, That when Pas/ refufeththerighte-
oufiics of the law, he meanes nothing elfebut
the workes ¢f the law that are performedby |
the ftrengthof Nature , and thathe dothnot !
exclude the workesof grace. I anfwer, itis:
falfe : for he fpeaketh of himfelfein the time |

iou: rightcowfneffe. But where may we finde

prefenc |
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prefent when he was a Chriftian Apoftle: and |
therefore he excludes all righteoufneffe of his

owne, which he had by the law,enen when he

wasan Apoftle. And the obie&tion, Rom 6.1.

What themfhallwe finne that grace may abound ?

cannot bee inferred vpon inftification by

workesof ‘grace: but vponaiuftification by

the obedience of Chrift imputed to vs, with-

out all workes of our owne.

Againe,that we are inftified,not by the iu-
ftice of the law,but by the inftice of faith,here
is the foundation of our comfort. For hereup-
on,if we be tempted inthe time of this life,we
may oppofe againft the tempter this our iu-~
ftice. If Satan plead againft vs,that we are fin-
ners,& therfore fubic& toetctnal damnation, !
letvs anfwer him, thatthe obediéce of Chrift
hath freed vs from this damnation. If he plead
further that we neuer fulfilled thelaw;& con-
fiquétly,that we haue no right to eternall lifes
we muft anfwer him, that Chrift fulfilled the
law for vs.Ifhe fhal vexe and vpbraid vs with
the confideration of our manifold wants and
corruptions;let vs tell him,that fo long as we
turne vato God, from all our eill waies, be-
waile our corrnptions,& beleeue in Chrift,all
our wantsare couered in his obedi€ce. Again,
if inthe time of death, the feare & apprehen-
fionof the judgement& anger of God terri-
fie vs,we are to oppofe this obedienceof our
Mediatour Chrilt Iefus, to the iudgement of
God, and to putit betweene Gods anger and
vsiyeawe areto reft vponit,and toinfold and
wrappe out_foules in it, and thus to prefent {
themto God. Ifay the Prophet faith, that the |
.| Mefsiah is a place of refuge, {helter,or fhade, 4«
gasnft the tempeft ot burning heat of the wrath |
of God. And Pawlfaith, bes our prapissatorie : |
tofignifie, that, asthe propitiatorie couered |
the Arke,and the law inthe Arke,whichisthe |
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A ibeleene. None comesto Chrift but hee is

(drawne of the father:& tobe drawne,is,when
the vawilling will is changed, & by the power
of God made a willing wil.I addefurther,that
faith in the MefSiasis a fpeciall giftfor two
caufes. Firft,becaufe it isa gift abone not only
corrupted, butalfo aboue the firft created na-
ture. For it was neuer in mans natare by crea-
tion..Adamneuer hadit:neither did the morall
law reucalz it vato vs; becaufe it neuer knew
this faith. Nevertheleffe other vertues,as loue
of God and man,feare of God,&c. arerenca-
led of the law, and were in mans nature by
creation. Againe, whereas all other giftsof
God are ginen to them that arcingrafted into
Chrilt,faith is giuen to them that (4)are to be
ingraftedsbecaufe it isthe ingrafting, & there-
fore cannot be giuen to them thatare already
in Chrift, but to them that are to be in Chrift.
Further, I fay,that by faith,we beleeue Chrift,
and hisbenefitsto beours. For this isthe pro-
pertie of faith, whereby itdiffers from all o~
ther graces of God. When Thomas had pue
his finger into the fide of Chrift, he faid, Azy
Lord andmy God:to whom Chrift replied, Be-
caufe tho haft fzene, thou baft beleened : where
we fee,that this is faith,to belecue Chrift tobe
our Lord and our God. Panl{aith, 1 knoby the
\faith of Chrift: now what he means by faith, he
fhewes in the next words: who bath laued ME,
andginen bimfeffe FOR ME,

1taman fhall demand, on what grounds
(becaufe weeare not to goe by imagination))
Ifay, vponwhatgroundshe isto conceinea
faith,that Chrilt is his Chrift; I anfwer, the
groundsare two. The firlt isthe commande-
ment of God, tobeleeue Chrift and his bene-
fits to be ours, 1.Joh.3.23. This s his comman-
dement, that we beleeue inthe name of bis Son Ie-
fms Chrift. Now to beleeue in Chriftyis to pac

our confidence in him:and we can put no con-

hand-writing againft vs, from the prefencc of |
God: fo Chrift coucreth our finnes, and puts |
himfelfe betweene vs and the indignation of
his Father. .
The third and laft point of do&rine herede=
liuered by Panl, is; T hat fasth isthe meanes to
receine & to obtaine the obedience of Chrift
for our inftice. That this may the better be c6-
ceiued,foure points are to be handled.. What
thisfaith is # how itisa meanes to obtaine ju-
ftice?whetheralone by it felfe,or by the helpe
of other vertues? when,and how long it isthe
only means? For the firft: Faithisa fpecial gift
of God, whereby we beleeue Chrilt & his be-
nefits to beours, Inthe firlt place I fay,itisa
gift of God:becanfe it comes wholly of God,
and not from the minde or will of man. Thus
' Paud faith, It is ginen you for Chrift to belecucin
bim: and Chrift our Sauniour faithto two of
his difciples,O foolsfh andflow of heart to beleeue.
Ifitbe obie@ed , that when we beleeuc firft,
we then belecue willingly:I anfwer,it is {0 in-
deed : yetisnot this willingneffe invs by na-
ture,but by graces becaufe whé God gines va-

fidence inhim , vnlefle we be firft aflured that
hewithhis benefits isours. And whatfoeuer
we aske in prayer, wee are commandedto be-
leene that it (hallbe ginen vnto vs. Now aboue all
things we are to aske, that Chrift & his bene-
fits may be giuen to vs of God. This therea
fore muft we beleeue. The fecond ground is
this,we muft confider the manner that God v-
feth in propounding the promife of grace vn-
to vsifor hee dothnot onely fet it forth vato
vs inagenerall fort, butalfo he victhmeete &
connenient meanes to a[?ly it to theperfons
of men.Firft of al,he confirmes it by oath,that
we our felues might the better apply it & reap
fore cofolation thereby.Secondly,God giucth
vnto vs the fpirit of adoption ; whichbeareth
witnefle to our confciences of fisch things as
God hath giuen vnto vs inparticular, and are
onely in gencrall manner propounded in the
promifc. And this teftimony muft be certaine
in it fclfe, and alfo plainely knowne vato
vs; elfe isit no teftimony. Thirdly, boththe
Sacraments are fealesof the promife: inthe
lawfull vie whereof God offers, yca exhibites

_ {tovsthe gifts of faith,he giues vs alfoto wil to
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Chrift vnto vs,and doth(as it were)wrize onr
names within the promife, that we might not
doubt. Now then, looke as God giues the
promife, o muft wee by faithreceiueit, But
God giues the promife,and withall applies it:

faithapply it toour felues. If any man fhail
fay , that hee cannot conceiueafpeciall faith
vpon thefe grounds by reafon of his vabe-
Ieete : T anfwer, that he muft ftriuc againft his
vabeleefe,& indeauour to belecue by defiring,
asking,feeking,knocking : & God will accept
the will to beleeue for faith it felfe, fo be it
thiere be an honeft heart touched with forrow
for firs paft,and a purpofeto finne no more.
That wee may yet better know what faith
is;viderftand that there be two kinds of falfe
faith,like indeed to true faith,and yet no faith
arall. The firft is,when a mancorceiues in his
heart a ftrong perfwafion, that Chriftis his
Saaiour,& yetcarries in the fame hearta pur-
pofe o finne,and makes no change or amend-
ment of hislife. Thisperfwafion is nothing
bue prefumption, and a counterfeit of troe
faith,whofe propertie is to purific the heart, &
to fhew it felfe in the exercifes of inuocation
and troe repentance, The fecond is,when men
conceiue 4 ftrong perfwafion, that Chrift is
their Sauiour, & yet for all this contemne and
defpife the Minifteric of the word and Sacra-
ments. Thisalfo isanother counterfeit. For
true faith is conceined, cherifhed, and confir-

we therefore muft receiue the promife,and by |

i A Chrift andhis benefits to be ours. And left a-

{ny thould imagine, that the very a®i6 of faith

inapprehending Chrift, inftifieth: ‘we areto
vnderftand, that faithdeth uot apprehend by

powerfrom it felfe,but by vertue ofthe coue-
nant. If a man belecue the kingdome of
France tobe his,it is not therfore his:yet if he

beleene Chrift and the kingdome of heauen

by Chrift tobe his, it ishisirideede : not fim-

ply becaufe he beleeues, but becaufe he belee-
ueth vpon commandement and promifé : for
in the tenour of the cenenant, God promifeth
to impute the obedience of Chrift vito vsfor
our righteoufneffe, if we beleeue,

The third point is, Whether faithalore be
themeanes to obraine the iuftice of Chrift for
vsor no?Ianfwer,itis the onely meanes withe
out the help of any ather vertue or work. For
Panl hercteacheth , that faith apprehendeth
Chriftfor righteoufnefle, withont the law : that
is, without any thing that the law requires at
our hands. And here by chis exclufiue particle
(without the law ) hee teacheth three thines.
The firft, that nothing within vs is an effi-
cientor meritorious caufe, cither principall or
lefle principall, inwhole or inpart, of our iu-
fification or reconciliation with God. The
fecond, that nothing within vsis an inftry-
ment or meanes to apply the obedience of
Chriftvntovs, but faith which is erdained of
Godtobe anhandto receiue the free fauour
of God inthemerit of Chrift. Thethird, thar

B

med by the vfe of the word and

our or fanctification isno matter,

And we muft there feeke Chrift, where God
wil giue him vato ys:now God giues Chrift in
the word and facraments ; and in him he doth
as it were open his hand and reach forth all
the blefsings of Chrift vnto vs. Wee muftnot
thercfore imagine to firide Chrift, where and
how welift ; but wee muft fecke him in the
word and Sacraments,and there muft wee re-
ceine him,if we defire to receinc himaright.
Thefecond point to be confidered is: How
faithisameansto inftifie?I anfiver thus. Faith
dothnot iuftific as it is an excellent worke of
| Godin vs:for then all vertues might be means
‘of iuftification,as well as faithJtdothnot in-
 Rifie asit is an excellétvertue it felfes becanfe
{itisimperfeét and mingled with vnbeleefe. It
idoth not ivftific as a meanes to.prepare and
i difpofe vs to our iuftification: for fo foone-as

webegin to beleeucin Chrifk, we are juftified |

aChy
foft.hom.
in Rom.

Quam

(a) without any difpefirion or preparation
commingbetweene faith & inftification. Lafte
ly,itdoth not jutifie as it containesinit all 0~
primum | ther vertues and good workes , asthe kernell
homo | containes the tree withall his branches. For
credide- Jthen fhould it bec a part, yeathe principall
e i) patt of our inftice. Whereas Saine Paw/diftin=
muliugi.| guithethinftice and faith, ying, that osr righ-
fizaws | teonfusffe is of God wponfaith: and not fotfaith,
cft. but by faith.Now then faith iuftifics,as it is an
inftrament or hand to. apprehend or receiue
thebenefitsof Chrift for onrs ; and this appre-

henfionis made, when we doe indeed belecue!

forme, or part of our inftification,, butthat jt
wholly ftandsinthe imputationof the inftice
of Chrift. Inaword,Paxlvtterly excludesall
things that are within vs, wliether by nature
orby grace,fr6 the a@ of iuftification : that in
thisarticle, onely grace, enely Chrift, onely
faith,enely mexcy in pardonof fin may reigne.
Itmay be here obie@ed , that Abrabam was
iuftifiednot by faithalene, but by workes, as
Saint James teacheth. T anfwer,there is a dou-
ble iuftification, one of the perfon whereby a
manof afinneris made no finner ¢ thefecond
is, the iuftification of the faith of theperfon,
whereby faith is declared to be true faith:and
this fecond is by workeszand of it Saint Zemses
fpeaketh,as appeares, v.18. wherehee faith,
Shewme thyfaithbythyworkes.And whereas he
faith, that .brahiassonr father was inftifiedby
works,his meaning is, that dérahamby works
inftified himfelfe to be a true belceuer, yea the
father of all the faichfull ; and hisfaith was
made perfeetby workes,v.22.thatis,dcclated
or inftified to be atrue faith. :

The fourthor laft pointis, When and how
longfaithalone ivftifieth? I anfiwer,not onely
in the beginning of our conuerfion, but alfo in
thecontinuance'; “and finalt accomplifhment
thereof.: For hecre Pan! defires in the dayof
iudgementto ftand before God onely by the
iuftice of faith;withonthis owne iuftice of the

D

law.. And Raulbrings in Abraham (as 1 hane
noted before): in-the very middeft of godly
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uerfation and holy obedience to bee iuftified
without any workes by hisfaith to the Mefsi-
2s- And Panl auoucheth three things of faith:
by it we hiane acceffe tothe graceot God : by
it wee flandin the fame grace : by it wee reigyce
wnder the hope of glory. Thusthen,we feechere
is one onely way of inftification, namely, that
wee are iuftified and accepted of God to life
eternall,throughgrace alene, by faith alone,
for Chrift alone,in the beginning,middle,and
end of our conuerfion. And here is plainely
difcouered theerror of the Church ot Rome.
It makes adouble iultification s one whereby
a finner is made of an euill man 2 iuft man;
andthis they fay is by faith alones the fecond
is, whereby a init manof a inft manis made
moreintt : and this (fay they) isby faith and
workestogether: but faifly,as I haue fhewed.

Byall this which hath bin faid, we fec how
righteoufhede comes by and vpon the faith
of Chrift. And hence welearne,thatit ftands
vsin handto proouc whether wee hauc faith
orno: becaufe where is nofaith, there is no
iuftice. Secodly,our duty is to labour for fuch
a faith,that can and doth inftifie it felie tobee
true faith,by workes of loue to God and man.
Thirdly,we muft by this faith,reft and wholly
relie our felues on the obedience of Chrift
both in life and death : yea whatfoeucr doth
befall vs. Though God fhould reach out his
hand & deftroy vs, we muft {kill reft vpo him.

Secondly , if ouriuftice beforthof vs, and
we mult by faith traft God forit: then much
more muft we truft him for healch, wealth,li-
bertic,peace, food,and raiment,and for all che
things of this life. Andif we cannot tralt him
in the lefle,we fhal neuer trufthim in the prin-
cipall. Therefore it is our part to walkeinthe
dutiesof our callings, and to obey God there-
inzand for the faccefle of our labours totraft
him vpon his word ; yea when all wozldly
helpsand fuccours faile,to truftinhim {titi. If
we cannot truft him for our temporall life,we
fhall nener truft him for out faluation.

The fecond gaine which Paxldefireth, is
fellowfhip with Chrift;in the 10.verfe Where
itis fet forth firlk generally, and then by his
parts. Generally in thefe words [That Imay
know him.] Here it muft be remembred thac
knowledge istwo-fold, knowledge of faith,
and of experience. Xnowledge of faith,isto be
affired of Chrift and his bencfits, thoughit be
againftall humane reafon, hope, and experi-
ence. Of this Chrift faich, Z¢ ss erernall ife to
know thee the anely God,s. The knowledge of
experience , is to haue a fenfe and feeling of
our inward fellowfhip with Chrilt, and vpon
oftenobfervationof his goodnefic , togrow
more and morc in experience of his loue.
Now this knowledge is here meant,, and not
the firft, which was beforc mentioned, verfe
8. Andthercfore Pawls defire is, thathe may
grow more and more in holy experience of
the endleffe loue of God, andfellowfhip with
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Chrift.

The parts of the defired communion are
twot Fellowfhip with Chriftin his reforrecti=
on,and fellowfhip with him inhis death. The
former is exprefled in thefe words, [ andthe
vertue of his refurreétion.] Andfor the better
conceiuing of it 5 we aretoconfider what the
tefurre@ionof Chrift is ? and what isthe ver.
tuc thereof ? Thatthe refurrection of Chrift
may be rightly conceiued, fiue points areto
be {canned. The firlt, touching the perfon of
him that rofe: andthatwas Chrift, God and
man.Indeed properly the body alone did rife,
and not the foule or Godhead , yet by reafon
of the vsion of the two natures inthe vaity of
one perfon, whole Chrift arofe,or God him-
felfc made man arofe. This commends to vs
the excellency of Chrifts refurre@®ion, and
makes it to be the foundation vatovs of our
refurre&ion. The fecond point is. For whem
nerofe? Heerofe ot asa priuate perfon for
himfelfe alone ; but he rofe in our roome and
ftead,and that for vs: fo when hearofe,all the
ele arofe with him, and in bim. Thus faith
Panlythatthe Ephefians were rasfed together with
bins. Hisrefurrection therefore was publike :
and this'is the ground of our comfort. The
third point is» When hearofe?He arofe then,
when he lay inbondage vnder death, and that
in the graue,which is as it were the caftle and
hold of death. When Pezer faith,That God loo.

C | fed the forrawes of death,he fignifieth that Chrift

was made captiue fora timeto the firft death,
and to the forrowes of the fecond. Now in the
midft of this captivity and bondage, he raifed
himfelfesand this argues,that his refutrection
is a full vi@ory and conqueft euer death and
all our fpirituall enemies. The fourthpoint is,
That herofe by hisowne power,as he faith of
himfelfe, hase power tolay downe my life, andta
take it vp agasme, 1fthis had not bin,though he
had rifen a thoufand times by the power of|
another, hee had not bina perfec Redeemer.
The laft point is, Wherein {tands the refiarre-
&ionof Chrift? Anf.It confifts in three acids
of Chrift. The fixft is,thereuniting of hisbo-
dy to his foule, both which were feucred for a
time, though neither of them were feuered
from the God-head. The fecond a®ion s the
change of this naturall life , which he led in
the eftate of humiliation, into a heauenly and
fpiritual life withour infirmities, & not main-
tained by foode as before. For wee finde not
that after his refurre&ion he euer tooke meat
for necefsity, but onely vpon occafion, to ma-
nifeftthe truth of his manhood. Andthislife
he tooke vato himfelfe, that he might conuey
itto all that fhould beleeue in him. The third
aion is, his comming forth of the grane;
whereby deathit felfe did as it were acknow-
ledge him to bea conquerour , and that ithad
notitle orintereft inhime Thefe fine things
confidered, the Articleof Chrifts refurrecti-
on fhall be rightly vader(tood.

Touching the vertueof Chriftsrefurredi-

on, it jsnothing els but the power of his God-

Eph.2.6.

A&a2.24.

Ioh, 1¢.
8,

 head,

~%




Rom.I.

1.Cor.
1517

Rom.8.
4

Rom. 4.
25,

1654
\ bead, or the power ¢ hi.;ﬁji‘r-ir, whereby he
!rni!éd himfelfe mightily from deathto life,

Efedte of and that in ot behalfe. The excellencie of it

i may be knowne by the effects , which bee in
number eight. The fielt, thatby it he fhewed
bimfelfé to be the true and perfet Sauiour of
the world. For it wasforerold of the Mefsias
thar hie fheuld die and rifz againe;Pfal.16.10
Mth.y 2.40.And all this was accordingy ac-
complifhed by the verrue of Cbrifts refurre-
Gien, The fecond cffet is,that by ithe fhew-
¢d himfeife to be the rrue and naturall fonne
of God. Paul faith,Hewas declaved mightilyto
U be the Sonne of God, by the [pirit of holme(fe inhis
vifirg from the dead. Thethid = flect is, that by
this vertue he declared himfclfero bave made
afull and pertec fatisfadion for the finnes of
the woild. Forif he had not fatisfied to the
tuli,he had not rifenagaine. And Pau! Gith If |
Chrift benot rifenywe areyet in our finnes,Onthe
contrary then, feeing he isrifen, fuch as be-

lzene ip him, are notin theit finnes. Againe,
Who fhall condessne vs?st 35 Chrift whichis dead,
| yea or rather which is 7ifen againe, The fourth ef-
ted isinftification as Panl teftifieth , He died
for oar finnes, androfeagaine for our inflificasion,
«nd that was on this mannet. Whenhe was
vponthe Crofic, he ftood there in our'roome,
hauing our finnes imputed vnto him : and
when herofe from death, heacquit and jufti- |
fied him{elfe from our finnes , and ceafed to
beany more areputed finner for vs s andthus,
allthat doc or (hall beleene in him, are in him
acquit, abfolued , and iuftificdfrom all their
finnes. Ifany demand, how they which liued
inthe time of the old Teftament , before the
refdzre@ion of Chrift, could beiuftified ther-
by , confidering the effe@ muft follow the
canfes I anfiver,that they were inftified bythe
futre refarre@ion of Chrift: whichthough it
followcd in timesyet did the value and vertue
thercof reach eucn to the beginning of the
world. The fifteffedtis, theconterring and
pettowirgofall fuchgifts and graces as hee
had meritedand procared for vsby his death
and pafsion. Thus Chrilt teftificth that the
giving of the {pirit in large and plentiful man-
ner,was referued to the glorificatid of Chrilt,
wiiich began in his refurrection. And the
preaching of repentance and remifsion of fins
isreferued till after his refusre@ion. AndS.
Peter faith, that the Ele& axe regenerate to a
linely hopz by the refurrettionef Chriff. By reafon
ofthisbeftowingof gracesand gifts, the re-
farrection of Chyilk is the beginnirg of a new
and fpirituall world, which :he holy Ghott
calsthe world to coms, in which fhall bea new
seaucn anda new earth, as Jfaiah {peaketh,
and a peculiar people of God, zealous of
good workes , keeping an eternail Sabbath
vatoGod. This one effett alone futficiently-
declares the cxcellency of this vertue of
'Chrift. Thefixteffe@ is vinification, which

isaraiting of vs from the death of finne to
newnefle of life, - And the reafon hercof is

/
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Again,here we are taught to rife with Chrift

plain. For Chrift inhisrcfurre@ion pat away'
his niturall life, which with our pature he re-i
ceitied from Adam; and tooke vnto-him a ﬁyi.’!'
‘vitual! lifc, thathe might cogimunicace the,
faidlife to allthat belceue in him. Againg,as
the firlt .Adsm makesvslikehimfelfe in finne
& death : fo Chrift the feconid Adam renewes |
vs,and makes vslike to himfelfeiin righteonf-
neffeand life.  And the head” ghickened with
fpirituall life , will not fuffer the members to
remaine in the death of fin. The feuenth effe @
is,to preferue fafe and found the giftsandgra=
ces which he hath procured by his death, and
beftowed on them that beleeue : and this hee
dothby the vertue of his refurrc&ion. Forto
this end hath he conqueredal! our fpirituall e-
nemies, and dothby hispower conquer them
fillin vs ; fO as none fhall be able to takehis
fheepe out of his hands. Thelafteffetis, to |
raife the body from the graue in the day of|
iudgement to eternall glory. If it bee obie-
&ed, that the wicked arealfo raifedthen by
the power of Chrift: I anfwer,that the power
of Chrift is two-fold. One is the power of |
iudgement,the other a power of a Sauiour. By
the fir@k, Chrift as indge raifeththe vngodly,
that hee may execute on themthe curfe de-
nounced from the beginning of thc world [ar
what timethen (balt eate the forbiddenfruit, thow
fhalt die the death.] The fecond power is here
tearmed the power of Chrifts refarrection;&
it belongs to him as heis our Sauiour : and by
iche will raife to life eternall, all thofe that by
the bond of the fpirit are myftically vnited to
him. For by meanes of this vnion, this raifing
power fhall flow from the head tothe dead
bodies of them that are in Chrift. Thus we fee
whatthe vertue here mentioned is, and what
Panldefires, namely, that he may haue expe~
rience of thef: cffeéts in himfelfe.
The vie of the dodrine followeth. Firft of
all, in that Chritt rofcfor vs, and inthat his
refurre@ion is of endlefle cfficzcie,here is tae
foundation of all our fpiritmall comfort. For
by this vertue of Chrifts refarre@ion from
death tolife,all our fpiritual enemics are con-
quered and fubdued ; and by the faid vertue
doth' he daily more aud more fubdue them in
vs.Vpon this ground faid Chift:Tee fhall hane
affisétion in the world:but be of goodcomsfore, 1 hane
oucrcome the world. And this viGory isfor vs,
and it is made curs by our faith, as Job= faith,
This is the vickory which onercommeth the world,
encn your faith. "Art thou then terrifiedand a-
fraied with the confcience of thy finnes, with
the cruelty of tyrants, therage of the world,
the paines of hell , the pangs of death, the
temptations of thediucl? Be not difinaied,but
by thy faith reft on Chrilt that rofe again frd
deathto life for thec, & thereby fhewed him-
felfero be a rocke for theeto reft on,andtobe
the Lyon of the Tribe of Tudah: and thusfhalt
thou be fure to finde certaine remedie againft
allthe troubles and miferics of life and death.
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from our finnes, and to liue vito God innew-
| neffe of life: and for this end to pray that wee
may feele the vertue of Chrifts refurre@ion to
changsand renew vs. Greatare the benefits
which we reape by this vertne, and we are to
fhew our felues thankfull to God for them :
whichwe candoeno way, butby newnefle of
life. Again,the end why Chrift roféfor vs,was
that we mightrife from our finsand corrup-
tions,in which we lieburied asin a graue, to a
new fpisituall life. And the rewardis great to
them chat make this happie change. Fot hee
that i partaker of the firft vefurrection,fhalki nensr
foe the feionddeath, Rew.20.6.as on the contra-
ry, bee which neuer rifeth from his owne fing
and euill waies,fhall certenly fecle and endure
the fecond death. And further, it muft bee
knowne, that the vertue of Chriltsrefurrecti-
on,and-the meritofhis death, are infcparably
ioyned tegether: andthereforehethat findes
not the vertue of Chrift to raife him to anho-
" | ly andfpirituall lifeacceptable to God » faifly
perfwades himfelfc of the merit of his death
1inthe remifsion of his finnes. . Chrilt by rifing
put vader his feete all,our enemies, and led
captiuity captiue, euen finnc it felfe.Itis ther-
fore afhamie for vs to. walke in the waics of
finne, and tomake our felues flaucs and cap-
.| tiuestoit. Chrift by rifing from death made
himf¢)fe a principall leader and guide to eter~
nall lifes. What wickednes then 1s it to walke
inthe waigs of our owne heart, and not to fol-

tokeepe agopd confcience isa certenfruitand
effet of Chriftsrefurre@ion, Thus$, Perer
faith,1. Pes.3.21-that the effe@ of our baptifme
is the ftipulation of a good confticnce by the
refarre@ion of Chrift. Wirere the word which
. (T teanflatz, Stipulation, figuities an interrogari-
on vponaninterrogation. For the minifterin
thename of God demands, whether wee re-
nounce the world,the flefh, and the diuell, and
take the true God for our God. And we vpon
this demand, do further iu our hearts demand
of God,wliether he wil vouchfafe to acceptvs
being wretched finhers: for his feruants ; and
i thus wemake profefsion of our mind and de-~
fire. When Chrilt rofe,by the vertue of his re-
furre@ion the earth trembled, and therbfy this
bruit creature in his kinde profefled bis fubie-
&ion and homage to Chrill that rofe againe.
Ifthen we belecuethat Chrift rofe from death
for vs, much more fhould our heatts tremble
and we yeeld our felues in fubie@ion to him in
all fpirituall obedience. Some men may fay,
youbid'vsrife from out finaes , as Chrift rofc
tothe glory of his Fatherswheras thisis wholy
Gods workein vs,and not ours: I anfwer,it is
fo indeed:yet can we vic the outward meancs
of hearing and reading;& if we hauc any fpark
of grace, weecan aske and defive the fpirit of
God that worketh this in vs.Againe,exhorta-
tions, admonitions, and fuch like, are meancs
appointed of God,whereby he wotketh in vs
the things that he requireth and commandeth.

low thisheauenly guidc? The care and purpofe |

A

B

¢,

Wherefore let vslificn rothe voice of Chirift,
Awake thouthat fleepeft, fland vp from the, dead,
and Chriftfhall gine thee life. And w orldly cares
muft not hinder vs inchis worke : for as Pan/|
faith, they which arc rifen with Chrift, moft
feekethe things that areaboue. - -
Aguaine,nere we are taught,that we may not
content outfelaes , if we know Chrift in the
braine,and can fpeake well.of him with a glib
tongue ; wee muft yet goc further, andby all
meanes labour, that we tafte and feele by ex-

| perience how good & fweet a Saviour Cirrift
1s vnto vs ;;thatonr hearts may be rootedand

grounded in hisloue. This isthe thing which
Paulaimed atiwhich alfo we muft fecke by all
pofsible meanes toattaine vnto?

To proceede:thar we may haue right know-
ledge of our communion with Chrift in his
death,two pointsareto be handled. The firft
is,what are the fi:ffe:ings of Chrift? Ianfwer,
notonely the fafferings which he endured in
hisowne perfon, but alfothofe which areen-
dared of his members. Thus Sau/ perfecuting
the church, is faidto perfecute Chrift himfelf.
And Pawl faith, (o). 1. 24. that hefulfilled the
reft of the afflictons of Chrift in his OW N E
F LES H. Andwhereas the Lord faidof the
people of Ifract, Hof. 11.1. I haus bronght my
\fane ot of Egypt: it isapplyed by Aarthew to
| Chrift himfelte. Yet hereit muft be remem-
bred, thatif the members of Chrifk foffer ei-
ther ciuill or ecclefiafiicall punifbments,for e-

"huildoings; they arenot the fuffrings of Chrift,

For when S. Pecerhad fiid, 1. Pet-4.1 3. Resoyoe
inthas yon are partakers of the fufferings of Chrsf?:
he addeth further,v.15. Let nomanfuffer as an
enl doer,0ppofing the one kind of fufterings to
the other. Thertore our fufferings are then to
be accoit.edthe fuff:ringsof Chrift, wheé they
are for good caufe,and for the name of Chrift,
Forthe fecod point, fellowthip with Chrift
inhis deathis,either within vs,or without vs.
That withinvsis called the mortification of |
che flefh, or the crucifyingof the affeGions
and thelufts thereof. The other without vs,
is the mortification of the ontward man by
manifold affli®ions: and ofthis Pan/ fpeakes
in this places and it may be thus defcribed out
of this text. Fellowfhip with Chrift in his
death; isnothingbuta conformity in vs to his
fufferings and death. Andit is a thing worthy
our confiderationto fearch wherin ftandsthis
c itica Forin t {peQs there is no
conformitic betweene our fufferings and the
fufferingsof Chrift. For 1.ofall,God poured
forthon Chrift the whole malediétion of the
law due to our finnes: and by this meanes
fhewed vponhim iuftice without mercy. Co-
tratiwifzin ourafflictions God moderates his
anger , andiniufticeremembers mercie: be-
caufe he laycth no morc vponvs, thenweare
abletobeare. Secondly,Chrifts fafferingsare
a redemption and fatisfaction to Gods iuttice
for our finnes s {0 arenot ours ; becaufe before

God wee {tand but as private perfons, and

Lil for
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for this caufe the fafferings of man can not fa-
tisfie for another , and there isno proportion
betweene our fufferings and the glorie which
fhall be reucaled. And Chrft faith of him-
felfe, a.63.6. ] baue troadthewine-preffe alone.

manner of foffering ; and that
in foure things. Firft of all, Chrift fuffered
for aiuft and righteous caufe : for he fuffered
asour redeemer, the righteons for the vorigh-
teons. And fo muft we likewifc fuffer for righ-
teoufnefle fake. Secondly, Chriltinfuffering
wasamirror of all patience and meckenefie.
And weein our fuflerings muft fhew the like
patience. Agdthatweebenot deceined here-
in,our patience muft haue three propertics. It
muftbe voluntary, thatis, we muft willingly
and quietly renounce onr owne wils , and fub-
ie@ our felues inonr fofferings tothe will of
God, Patience perforce is no patience. A-
gaine, it muft 1ot be mercenary, thatis, wee
muft faffer, not for by refpeds, as for praife,
orprofit, but forthe glory of God, and that
we may fhew our obea \encexo him. Henceit
appeares, that the patience of the papit, that
fuffers in way of fatisfa@ion , is no right pati~
encs.*Laftly , ourpaticrce muft be conltant.
If we endure afflicions for a brunt, and after-
ward begin togrudgeand repine, cattingoff
theyoke of Chrift , wec faile in oar paticnce.
Further, ifitbedemanded, whethertheaffe-
&ions of greefe and forrow may ftand wich
paticnce: 1 anfwer, yea: for Chriftias religion
doth not abolifh thefe affecions, but only mo-
derate them , and bring them in fubiection to
the will of God, whenwe lie vnder the croffe.
The third point wherin ftands our conformi-
ty withthe fafferings of Chrift, is this, Heb.g.
8. Chrift learned obedienoe by thethingswhich hee
fuffered,, not becanfe he was a finner , but be-
caufe beeing righteous hee had experience of
abedience. And welikewife in our fufferings
muft be more carefull to take the fruit therof,
then to haucthem taken away. And the fruit
ofthemisto learne obedience thereby, fpeci-
ally to the commandements of faith and re-
pentance. Whenlob was affliced of God, not
for hisfinnes, butthathe might makeatriall
of his faith and patience , hee neverthelefie in
the end tooke an occafion thereby to renew
his oldrepentance. And Paulfaith, thathe re-
ceived in his owne felfe the fentence of death,
that he might learne by faith totruft in Ged
alone, Laltly, Chrifts fofferings were euen to
deathit felfe: cuen fomuft we refift finne,figh-
ting agaioft it to the fhedding of our blood.
Faith and good conftience are things more
pretious then the very blood of our hearts:
and thercfore if nced be,we muft contorme our
felues to Chrift,euen in the paines of death.
This is that conformity which Paul here
fpeakes of, which alfo he magnifies asa fpeci-
all gaine. Andtherebe many reafons thereof.
For firft of all this conformiry is a marke of

properly inthe

A

Now this conformitic ftands (as I takeit)| - Ly

B| caies,and the fpiri

C

D

Godschild. For ifwe obedsently endnre afflitti-

ons,God in them,and by them offererh bimsfeife
#éafather unto vs.Secodly,itisa fignethatthe
fpirit of God dwelleth in vs: as Perer faith, 1.
Pet.4.14. Jfyee beerailed upenfor she name of|
Chrift the [piris of glory, and of Gedrefteth vpon
s, Thirdly,the grace of God is moftof all
‘manifefted in affliGion,in whichGod feemes
moft of allin mans reafonto withdraw -his
grace. Gods pawer ¥ made manifefs inweakenes.
Affiittions bring forth patience:not of théfelucs,
but bscaufe then the loneof God is fhedde a-
broad inour hearts. Hope of eternallife thew-
ethivfelfe moftin the patient bearihg of afflie
Qions.In peace and eafe naturall life reignes:
Contrariwife in our fufferings natural lite de-
{life of Chrift app

ly fheweth it fclfe. Laftly,this coformity with
Chrift,is theright and beaten way to eternall
lifc. By many trébulations we mnft enter intothe
kingdomse of beanen, That we may reigne & liue
wath Chrift, wemuft firftdie withhim. The
cftate of humyliation is the way of exaltation
and glory,firft in him,and thenin vs,

The vle of this do&rine followes. Here we
fee what forthislife is the condition of altrue
beleeucrs : namely , that after they are made
partakers of Chrift and his bencfits, by the
vertuc of his refurreétion, they muft alfo be
made conformablc to his death. The com-
mandemcnt of ourSaviour Chrift tothem that

willbe his Difciples,is, To deny shernfelues,and |

t0 take vp their owne croffes enery day,Luke 9.33.
Andthere be three weighty caufes, why God
will have it fo. The enc,thathee may corre®t
finnes paft 5 theother , that hee may prevent

finnestocome : the third,thathemay prooue | -

what is in our hearts. Secondly, we Icarne by
this whith hath beene faid , to comfort our
feluesin our fufferings.For inthem Chrift and
we are partners,and he vouchfafes to make vs
his fellowes. Hence it followes,that all ouraf-
flitions are well knowne to Chyift, and that
they are laid on vs withhis confent: and for
this caufe wefhould frame our feluesto beare
them with all meckeneffe. And henceagaine
we learne, that he being obr partner, will help
vsto beare them, either by moderating the
weight of them , orby cnding them for our
gocd.Laftly,here we learne thatonr afflictios,
arc either blefsings ot benefits, and fuch may
we difcerne them to be,thoughnot by the light
of reafon,yet by the eyc of faithy becaufe they
are to make vs conformable to our
head Chrift Iefas. Benefits of Godarcoftwo
forts,pofitine and prinatiue. Pofitiue,whereby
God beftoweth fomething osc vs. Pfiuatil

wherby God takesawaya blefsing, & couert-
ly gines another.. Benefits of thiskind be affli-
Qions.Ofthe twaine,thefe arethe rifer for the
time of chis life + and the other for the life to

come.And therforewhile we liucinthis world

our duty is with Pal to labour to attainc to
this conformity with the fufferingsof Chrift,

when vpon any occafion we fhall beaffliGteds
for thenfhall we be fathioned like vato him ,

_and
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and reape much comfort thereby,> -
Thasmuch of the fecond gaine s now:fol-:
lowes-the third in thefe words,,..(7f éyam;
meaddes orisay astainesso the refurvettion-of thel
dead,)The word [refarrectionhere fignifies |
the'reweard of eternalt life; the ahtecedent be-
ing putforthe canfequent.. Forjtorifeagaine
of it felfeis no gaineconfidering it is common

| boskxoigood and bad-, but cternalllife that

followeth: is the reward. And the.forme of
fprech; [ifby anymeanes] doth not: fignifie or |
imply any doubting in:Panl of his owne re- |
furre@ionto life: for hee was perfwaded that |
nothing fhould feperate him from Chrift:and: |

the refurgection of the body to ctetnall life.,'B
Whereforeit fignifies properlya difficultie to
obtaine the gaincdefired: andaneamneftaffe- |
Gianin Paul taobaine the fame.. And when
hie faith; [by wny meanes]] weemplt kiow that
there bee three waies ox meanes£feme toe
ternall life.  One'is aby peaceable life and
deathi the other. isby alife laden withmany ¢
afflictions: the thicd is by a vielent, crucll and
blaody end.” And Pauls minde and defire is,
toobtaine the crewne of eternall glory by a-
ny of thefe waies: and if not by the firtt or |
fecond, yet by the third. - :
In thefe wordsfoure things are to becori=
fidered. The firft isthe gainc itfelfe, and that
is the reward of eternall glorie. ‘Anid that wee
may the more with Paulbe ftirred vproa de-
firerhereof; I will ftand a whilctodeclare the
excellencie and the conditions of it. Itisno=
thing clfe bua certaive eftate of life, inwhich
alkthe promifes of Ged are inand by Chrift
accomplithed vnto vsin heaven.” And it will
the better be conceiued by the anfivering of
thret queftionss What fhal ceafe in this e(tatc?
What we fhalthanc? What we fhalldoc? -
- For the firfty feuenthings fall ceafe. The,
firfbis, theexecution of the Mcdiatourthip of
Chiltor of the offices of a kings prieft, -pro-
phet. Thus much Panl teachsth, whe he faich,
that Chrift in the la{t day muff gixe vp his king-
dome to bis Father, 1.Cor.15.24. And though
the execution fhal then ceafesyet nothing fhal

{hallbe the full and eternall fruitian of all the
benefits of our redemption. Secondly , then
fhall ceafeall callingsin family , Church, and
common-wealths becaufe Chrift fhal then put
‘downe all power, rule, and authoritic. In this
blefled eftate,there fhall not bemagiftrate and
people,mafterand feruant, husband and wife, |
parentand children,paftor and peaple: butall
firch outward diftin@ions of perfons fhall
ceafc,and wee fhall bee ds the Angels of God.
Thiedly, all vertuesthat pertaine to vs, as we
‘are pilgrimes here vpon carth, fhall haucan
end,as faith,hope,patiencesbecaufe the things
belecned and hoped for fhall then be ebtai-
ned. Withalsthe part of inuocarion called Pe-
ition,fhall ceafe, as alfo the preaching & hea-

itisan.article of our & Panls faithto beleeuer|

be wanting to them that beleeuesbecaufe then (D, u
*| thofe which God befto wed on e £d4m,though

A1 The fourththing that fhall ceafe, is originall

| finne withthe fruits thereof s becaufe novn-
¢leane thing may enter into the heavenly. Fe~
rufalem, Fiftly,shen fhall ceafe all miferiesand
forrowes, all infirmities of bodie and minde:
for then allthe defes of eyes, armes, & legs,
fhal be reftored, The fixt thing that fhalceafe,
isnatural Jife withthe meanes therof,as mear,
drinke, cloathing, phyficke, recrcation, For
then our bodies fhall be fpiritnall, thatis, im-
mediatelyand eternally preferued by the ope-
ration of the fpirit of God,as now the body of |
Chrift isinheauen. The laft thing to be aboli-
fhed is the vanity of the creatures, fpecially of
heauenand earth : whichinthe latt iudgment
fhall be reftored to their former excellency.
The fecond queftionis, what we fhall have
and enicy inthis eftate? | anfwer,three things.
The firft is,immediateand eternall fellowfhip
.with God the Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoft.

fhall be with men , as$S. fobnfaith: and God
fhall bee all things that keart can wilhtoall
the Ele&t. Augnftine faithnotably, There fball
beeexceedsing peaceinvs, and among vs, andwith
Godhimfelfe. Becanfewee fhall fce hins, and inicy
him alwaies and encry where, Thercfove bleffed
(hallthat life be,for the thnng which we fhall insoy,
\forwe hall iniay bim by bswmjelfe, all other meanes
ceafing . \For tgcmeaﬂr:af smioying bim : for wee
fhall fully inigy hiwms. For the simse : for we fhakl
eternally syiqy. him. For the cersenty, whereby wee
[hall kgaw shas it fhablbe fo. For the place:for we
[ball inioy bimsin beancn, Lafty,for the ompari-
onssoynedwith vs.for they b the Eleét.From this
fruitian of God fhall artfe endlefic and vnfpea-
kable ioy, Pfal.16.11. Inthy prefence is fulneffe
of ioy,at thyright lnindare picafires for encrnsore.
Inthe transfiguration of Chrift, which was
but afhadow of eternall gloxie, Peser was ra-
uifhed withioy and delight : the ioy therefore
that fhall be in the kingdome of heaven, mutt
needs bee vnfpeakable. The fecond thing
which fhalibe inieyed, is glory both in ginde
and body. Inminde, becanfe we fhall then be
partakers of the Diuine,not effence, (forthen
we fhould bedeified) butnature , that is, di-
uine vertues and qualitics,more excellent then

of the fame kinde. The third thing is, Dems.
nion and lordfhip oner heauenand earth;which
lordfhip once loft by Adam, (hall then fully be
reftored. He that ouercommeth , fhal poffife
all things,Rew,21.7.

The third quettion is,what we fhall doe? I
anfwer, bricfly, keepe an etcrnall Sabbath in
praifing of God, and giving thankes vato
I him. And thus by the confideration of thefe
things wemay takea taftc of theexccllencie
of this third and laftgaine.

The fecond point here to bee confidered,
is the difficulty of obtaining this defired gaine
of erernall life. And the reafon is plaine. For

For inthis happy eftate the tabernacle of God |1
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ringof the word,& the vie of the Sacraments.
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. | which I reduce to foure heads. Firftofall,in
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thisway wee are to fight, not-with flefh and
i blood, but with principalities and powers in
 fpirituall things, fecking the deftruétion of
our foules. Secondly there be witkin vs ianu-
merable lufts that compafie vs round about,
prefle vs downe , and draw vs away to the
broad way of deftru@ion. Thirdly, this way
lies full of oftences, partly in do@rines,partly
in caill examples; al tending to this end either
tomake vs fall,or togoeout of the way. Laft-
ly,it is befet wirh manifold and diuers eribula-
tions ; from the beginning euen to the ende.
Hence wee learne , that we muft giue all dili-
gence that wee may attaine to the reward of
gloric:and therefore we muft ftruggle, frine
and wreftle to enter in at the ftraight gate.
The principal gaine, andthe hardneffe to ob-
taine it , requiresour principall fudie and la-
bour. Thereforethey deale wickedlythat vie
no meanes, but (asthey fay) leave all to Ged,
thinking it the cafielt matter inthe world to
winne the kingdome of heaven. The'like is
| theie fault, that profeffe religionin a flacke &
negligent maner, being neither hot nor colde.
The third point, is Pasls mindeand defire
of eternall lite. Ifitbe faid, that wicked men
hauethe likedefire, as for example Balaam: 1
anfwer, in Paal there was an an-

A

B

Likewas the courage'of e 3ofes, whe tas
content to endure afflictions with thepeaple
of Ged, that he might wisue the recompence
of reward. . Like was thexourage ofithe Mar..
tyrs, That wereracked andwonldnot bedelinéred,
that they might obtaine abester refurreétion:~We
likewife walking in the way to eterriall life,
muft take the Jike caurage vnto vs ingllidan-
gets. For this caufe we muft pray vatoGod,
to give vs the fpirit of courage: and weemiuft
alwaies attend vpon the callingand comman-
dement of God y making it the ftay and foun-
dation ofour courage : and we muft yet fur=
ther ftay our felues on the promife of Gods
prefence and prote@ion, fo long as we obey

bereft

"{ him. Ifit be alleadged, thatweage by nature
- ")

fearefull indangers, an p

of courage : Ianfwer , there isa three-folde
feare. The firft is,feare of nature,when mans
nature feares,flies,and efchewes that whichis
hurtful yntoit. This feare was in Chrift,whofe
foule was heanie vnto death, who alfo feared
thecurfed death which he endured. And ther-
fore this feare of it felfe is no finne, and it may
ftand with atrue fortitude. The fecond feare
is that which rifeth of the corruption of na-
ture , when a man feares without caufe, or
without ‘Without caufe,as when the

fiverabletohis defire,as appeares, A&.24.16.
where he faith,thas hee waitedfor the refurretti.
onaf the inft and vninft : and that io the meane
feafon heelaboured to keepe 4 good conflience be.
| fore Godand men:now this defire in the vngod-
Iy is barren,and yeelds not his fruit. Againe,
Panl becing inftified, ftill defires to attaine to
full fellowfhip with Chrift,and to conformity
withhimin glorie. The like defire, with the
like endeauour,thoold be in all vs.

The latt point , is Pauls courage and forti-
tude. Hee is content to endure any kinde of
death, yeacrucll death, fo he may obtaine this
third and laft gaine. And thus it is verified
whichhefaith,2.Tam.1.7.that Ged hath giuen
him ehe fpirit,not of fearcfulneffe,bus of conrage.

C

difciples feared Chrift walking vponthe fea:
or when they feared drowning, Chrift lying
afleepein the thip, Without meafure,as when
mendiftrufting God , negle@ their callings in
time of danger , and the dutie of inuocation
flying to vnlawfull meanes of delinerance.
Now this fecond feare isan encmie vnto all
courage. The third feareis, whenperilsand
death are indeede feared : butyet feareisor~
dered by faith in the mercy and prouidence
of God,by hopesby inuocation ; and itis ioy-
ned with obedience to Ged in the time of
danger. Thisisa proceeding ofgrace , and it
may well ftand withcourage, and it feruesto
order thetwo former feares, the one of na-
ture,tae other of diftruft.

Trin-vni Deo gloria.

Heb.ty,
26.
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