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DIRECTION

FOR THE GOVERNE-
MENT OF THE TONGVE
according to Gods word.
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To the Reader.

H R1ST1.AN Reader, lamsentable andfearefull is the abufe of the tongne .
mong all forts and degrees of men euerywhere, Hence daily arife manifold finmes
agamfp G od,innumerable [candals andgrienances toourbrethren, It wonldmake
a mans heart vobleede, to heare and confider how Swearing, Blafpheming,Cur.
By, [ed [peaking, Railing, Backbiting, Slandering, Chidsng, Quarrelling, Conten-

ding, lm/}ing,Mnkm s Flastering,Lying, Diffembling Vasne andidle mll{mg
onerflow sn all places, j{ asmenwhich feare Godhadbetter be any where theni

RS GTTRPR i company of moft men, Well then, art thou a man which baft made little
confeience of thy [peech andtalke > vepent fersonfly of this finne, and amendthy life, left for the abufing of|

thy tongue thoucrie with Diues in beR. Send Lazarus thache may dip the tip of his fingerin water
and coole my tonguc. Andif thowbe one which haft care toorder thy felfe n peech and filence according
to Gods word, ob, doc st more. Forwhat a fhame is st , that menwith the fame rongue wherewith they
confeffe the faith andyeligion of Chrift, (hould by vaine andvngodly [pecch veterly deny the power thereof?
Avdfor thy betser helpe herein, 1 haue penmed thefe few lines following, concerning the Gouernement
ofthe Tongue. P thems for thybenefitsand finding profir thereby, gine glory to God. Cld.Jo. X CI1.
December 12+

WiLLiam PeErkins.
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OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE TONGVE.

CHAP. L.

Of the generallmeanes of ruling
the Tongue.

A

plying of Chrift crucified with all his merits,
Elifbawhen bewent vp, ¢ lay vponthe dead child,
and put his month tohis month, andhis eyes vpon
bis eyes,and his bands vpon bis hands,c ftretched|

' H & gouer of the
X Tongue isa vertue per-
taining to the holy vlage
of the Tongne according
toGODS Word.

And for the well orde-
ring of it,two thingsare
requifite: a pure heart,
and skill in the language of Canaan.

The pure heart is moft neceffarie , becanfe
it isthe fountaine of fpeech, and if the foun-
taincbe defiled the ftreames that iffue thence
cannot be cleane. .

And becaufe the heart of man by nature is
a bottomlefle gulfe of iniquitie , two things
areto be knowne: firlt,how it muft be made
pure: and thenhow it is alwaies afterward
to be Kept pure. .

The way to get a pure heart is thjs : Firlt,
thou muft ferionfly examine thy life and thy
confcience, for all thy finnespaft : theawitha
heauy and bleeding heart confeffz them to
God, vtterly condemning thy felfe. Thirdly,
wit1deep fighes and groanes of fpirit cty va-
tohcanento God the Father , in the name of
Chriftfor pardon,I fay,for pardonofthe fame
finnes, as it were for life and death, and thar,
day and night, till the Lord fend downe from
heanenafweet certificate into thy perplexed
confcience by his holy fpirit , thatall thy fins
aredonc away. Now at the fame inftant in
which pardon fhall be granted, God likewife
will once agine ftretch forth that mighrie
hand of his,whereby he made thee when thou
waftnot, to make thee a new creature,tocre-
atea new heart inthee, torenuca right fpirie
in thee, and to ftablith thee by his free fpiric.
Forwhomhe iuftifieth, themalfoat the fame
timehe fan@ifieth.

Thepurified heart appeares by thefe fignes.
I. Ifthon feele thy elfe to bee difpleated at
thine owne infirmitics and corruptions,and to
droope varler them as men doe vader bodily
fickeneffe. I1. If thoubegin to hateand to
fliethincowuc perfonall finnes. 11 1. Ifthon
fecleagricfe an i forrow after thou hatt offen-
ded God. 1V. If thou heartily defire to ab-
ftaine from all manner of finne. V. If thoube
carefull to anoide all occafions and entife-
mentsto euilis V 1. If thou trauell and doe
thinz endeanour in enery good thing. VII. If
thoudefirc and pray to God to wafh and rinfe
thinc heart in the blood of Chrift.

Whenthe heart is pure,to keepe it fois the
fpecial worke of faich,which purifieth the heare.

Faith purifiech the heartby a particular ap-

C
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smfelfe vpen him,thenthe flefh of the chrlde wazx-
edwarme: Afterward Els(harofe and(pread him.
felfe wpen him the fecond time:then the childe nee..
z¢d feanen times and opened his eyes, Somuft a
man by faith even fpread himfelfe vpon the
croffeof Chrift,applying hands and feet to his
pierced handsand feet,and his wretched heart
to Chriftsblecding heart, and then feelc him-
felfe warmed by the heate of Gods fpirit, and
finne from day today crucified with Chrift,
and his dead heart quickned and renined. And
this applying which faith makth, is done by
a kind of reafoning, which faith maketh thus:
Hath God of his mercie giuen his owne Sonne
tobe my Sauiour, to fhied hisbloed for mee 7
andhath he of his mercie granted vnto mee
the pardon of allmy finnes? I will thercfore
endeauour to keepe my heart and my life vo-
blameable that I doe not offend him hereafter
inword or deede, as T haue done heretofore.
The langrage of Canadn is , whereby a man
endued with the fpirit of adoption, vnfainedly
calleth vpen thename of God in Chrift, and
fo confequently doth as it were,, familialy
talke and fpeake with God. This language
muft necds be learned, that the tongue may be
wellgrounded. For man muft firft be able to
talke with God, before hee can be able wifely
to talke with man. For this caufe whén'men
are to haue communication one withanother,
they are firft of all to be careful that they often
make their prayers to God that hee wonld
guide and blefle them in their fpecches ,, as
Daniddid, Pfil.141.3. Set awatch O Lord, be.
| fore myy mouth,and kecpe the doore of my lips.And
againe,Plal.sx.15.0" Lordoper thowmy lips and
my month fhall fhew forthehy prasfe. Whicre we
may fee,that the mouth is as it were lockedvp
from fpeaking any good thing,vatill the Lord
openit. And Pasthauing the gift of ordering
his tongue in wondcrfull meafure, yet defireth
the Ephefians topray for bim, that veterance
might be ginen him , and good reafon , becanfe
Godrnles the tongue,

CHAP, I
Of the matter of onr fpecch.
THE gouernement of the tongue contai-
neth two parts: holy fpeech, and holy fi-
lence. In holy fpecch muft be confidered the
matter ofour fpeech, andthe manner,

The matter is commonly one of thefe three,
cither God, our neighbour,or our felues.

Asconcerning God, this caueat mult be re-
membred;that thec honorable ritles of hisglo-
rious Maiefty be nzuer taken into ou uths,
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valeffe itbe vpon a weightie and inft occafi-
on, fo2as we may plinely fee that glory will
redcund to him thereby : and for this caufe
the third commandement was giuen, that
men mightnot ke vp she rame of Godinvaine,
Exdd,20.7. thatis,rafhly and lightly.

Andthereforé lamentable and fearefull is
the pra@ife euery where. For it isa commori
thing with mento begin theirfpeech , and to
place titles of Godsmolt high maieftiein the
fore-front almoft of eucry fentence,by faying,
O Lord! O God! O good God! O mercifull God!
O Iefus ! O Chrift ! ¢re. Ifamanbe to fay any
thing,he will not fay, Yea,or N ay; but,0 Lord|
yea: or, O Lord nay, If amanbeeto reprooue
his inferiourshe will prefently fay O Lord hane
mercie enus, what a flow backe are thon? what a
lie is this, ¢5¢. Anearthly Prince, ifhe fhould
haue his name fo toffed in our mouthes ateue-
ry word, would neuer beare it, and how fhall
the ever-living God fuffer it 2 nay howcanhe
fafferit? 1fay no more, but theu with thy
felfe thinke how = for'in the third comman.
demeritthe punifhment is fet downe , Tha he
willnot hold bims guilsle(fe that taketh his name in
wvaine. Andthe Angels in reuererice to Gods
maieftie couer their faces, //3. 6.1.

‘Concerningour neighbour, we are to con-
fider whether the thing which we are about
tofpeake, begood or euill.

Thisbeing weighed, if it be good, and fo
commendable,then we arc readily and cheer-
fully & thatvpon euery occafion to veter i,
efpecially in his abfence,whether he befriend
orafoe: as S.lobnyriteth of Demetvius, De-
metrins(faith be) bath good report of all msen,and
of vhe truthit felfe : yea, andwee our [elies beare
record; andye know that our teftimonsé s true.

As for the euill which any fhall know by his
neighbour,heis inno wife to fpeake of it,whe-
t_hex itbe an infirmitie or a groffe finne, vlefle
in his confcience he fhall finde himfelfe called
of God to fpeake.

A man is called to fpeake in threecafes :
Firft ; when he is called before a Magiftrate,
and is lawfully required to teftific the euill
whichheknoweth by another. IT. Whena-
ny is toadmonith his brother of any fault for
his-amendment. T11. When the hurt or dan-
gerthat may arife of the enill is to be preuen-
tedinothers. Asamanmay fay toene well
difpofed, Take heede of fich amans company:
for he is giuento fuch or fiicha vice.

Ta thisend, they of the honft of Cloe do cer-
tifie Paxl of the diforders in Corinth, And Jo.
feph certified his father of his brethrens flannder.
In this cafe all treafons are to be rencaledas
tending to the ruine of the whole common-
wedlth, Thus Elifba rencales the fecrer of she
king of Syra.

And if it fhall bee thought conuenient to
mention the euill which we know by any man,
it mutk be done onely in generall manner : the
perfon, ‘andall circumftances which will def:
cry the perfon,concealed. :

A

B

{

Concerning things whichare fecret in our
neighbour, we are not tobe fufpitious, butto
fufpend both fpeech and iudgement. Loue f3/-
peceth no eusll. Indge nothing (faith Panl before
the time, wngilithe Lord come , who will lighten
things that are hid in darkencffe , and make the
counfels of the heart manifeft. Augnftine hatha
good and fpeciall rule to this purpofé, that
there be three things of which we muft giue
noiudgement:Gods predeftination,the Scrip-
tures,and the eftate of men vacalled.

Astouching a mans felfe , heeis neitherto
praife nor difpraife himfclfe. As Salomon faith,
Let another prasfe thee,andnot thine owne mouth:
a fhranger, andnot thineowne lippes. Yet other-
whiles the times doe fall out that 2 manmay
vfe an holy Kinde of boafting, efpecially when
the difgrace of the perfon is the difgrace alfo
of the Gofpell , and of religion, and of God
himfelfe: as Paul did. But wherein (faith he, 2
Cor.1y.21.)anywill vfe boldne(fe (1 fpeake foolz[h-
ly) IwiB ofe boldnes. They are Hebrewes,foam 1,
&.

CHAP. III.

Of the manner of sur [peech, andwhat mnff

be done before we fpeake. i
THus much of the matter of our fpeech :
Now followeth the manncr. Inthe man-
ner of our fpeaking three thingsareto be pon-
dered : what muft be done before we fpeake,
‘whatin fpeakings what after we haue fpoken.

Before we fpeake,confideration muft be v~
fed of the thing to be fpoken , and of the end.
lames vequires thatmen fhould be flow to fpeake,
and fwift to heare. Salomon {aith,He thar anfive.
vesh amatter before he heareit, it is folly & fhame
ro him. Theminde is the guide of the tongue :
therfore men muft confider before they fpeak.
The tongue isthe meflenger of the heart, and
therefore as oft as we fpcake without medi-
tation going before, fo oft the meffenger runs
without hisarrand. The tongue is placedin |
the middleof the mouth, ? and it is compaffed
inwith lips and teethas with a double trench, |
to (hew vs,how to vfe heed and preconfidera-
tion before we fpeake: and therforeitis good’
aduife,to keepe thekey of the mouth not in the
mouth, but in the cupbord of the mouth.
Auguftine faich well that asin eating and drin-
king men make choife of meates : foin mani-
fold fpecches we fhounld make choife of talke.

Here are ‘condemned idle words , that is,
fach words asare fpoken to lictle orno end,or
purpofe. And they are not to be efteemed as
little (innes, when as men are ro gine aceount of
euery dle word, Matth.x2.36. R

+ CHAP. V.
What is to bedone in [peaking 5 and

of wifedome.
i Hen we are in fpeaking t\vorbinn{z
va:u'c to be pradtifed : filt, care mutt|
I be had of the fpeech, thatie bee gracious :-fe-!
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T be gouernement

condly, itis to bee vttered with conuenient
bonds of truth. C
. The fpeechis gracious,when it is fo vetered,
thatthe graces of God wronght in the heart
by the holy Ghoft, are asit were pictured and
painted forth in the fame: for {pecch is the ve-
ry image of the heart. .
Contrary to this i votten fpecch, thatis, all
fuch talke as is voide of grace , which isthe
heart and pith of our fpeech. .
Andby this it appeareth , that no vice can
be named but with difliking: and hereupon in
Scriptures when by occafion a vice fhonld be
named,intoken of a loathing therof,the name

inthefe words:Job 1.5 for lobthoughe It maybe
that my fonnes hane finned and bleffed;thae is,daf-
phemed God, This being truc, then by propor-

men in the world, whichis the fubftance and
matter wheteof playes and enterludes are
made, is muchmore to be auvided.

Gods graces, which wee areto thew forth
in our communication are thefe: Wifedome,
Truth, Reuerence, Modeftic, Meekeneffe,
Sobrictiein iudgement, Vrbanitie, Fidelitie,
Care of others good name s and let vs confi-
der of theminorder. )

Wifedome in our fpeech isa goodly orna-
ment. The Apoftles when they waited for the
holy Ghoft in Ierufalem, it defcended vpon
them in the forme of fieric tongues : and then
itisfaid, AF. 2. 4. thatshey fpake as the holy
Ghoft gaue thems veterance su _Apophthegmes oy
wife fentences. And he that governes his tongue:
wifely ,addeth dofErine tothe lips,that is,fo fpea-
keth,as that others be made wife thereby.

This wifedome is then thewed, whena man
canin iudgement apply his talke, & as it were
ingoodmanner make it fit to all the circum-
ftances of perfons,times places,things. A faole
pasreth out all bis minde,but awife man keepeth in
tiBl afterward. Aword pok:n in bis place, is Like ap-
Ples of golde with pickures of filuer, Prowaas.11.

Now he thatwonld haue his fpeech to be
wife, muft firft of all himfelfe become awife
man. And the wife man of whom the holy
Scripture fpeakes, is a godly man,and fach an
oneas ferueth God : becaufe his feare of God
is the beginning and headof wifedomse : as onthe
contrary,the foole, whereof the Scripture of-
ten fpeaketh, is the vogodly perfon, that ma-
kethno confcience of any finne. And indeede
: fuch an one isthe moft fenles foole of all. Hee
that fhall cuer and anon be cafting himfelfe in-
tothe fire and water, and run vpon dangerous
places to breake his legges,armes,necke : and
further fhall take pleafore in doing all this, is
cithera foole,or amad man. Now the vngod-
Iy man as oft as he finneth,he endeauoureth as
much as in him lycth to pitchhis foule into
hell, and whereas he taketh pleafure in finne,
he fports himfelfe with his owae deftruction.

Furthermore the man fearing God muft

A [haue twothings in his heatt , a perfwalion of |

of the vice is omitted, and the pame of the |
contrarie vertue vfed in the roome thereof, as B

tion the vifible reprefentation of the vices of |

 JAsfe bi s .and fend him away. W hereas he ought

Gods prefence ; and Awe.

The perfwafion of Gods prefence, is wher-
by amanis continually refolued, that where=
focuer he is, he ftandeth before God , who
doth fee eueninto the fecrets of hisheart. This
was in Cornelins : TNow therefore(faithhe, A¢F.
10.33. )We are in Gods prefence to heare all things
that are commanded thee of Ged,

Awe in regard of God; is that whereby a
man behaueth himfelfe rencrently, becaufe he
isin Gods prefence.

Awe is either inregard of finne, orof cha-
ftifements.

Awe in refped of fin,is when one isafraide
tofinne, fearing not fo much the punifhment,
as finne it felfe,becaufe it is finne. For he fea-
reth God indeed,which is of this mind, that if
there were no iudge to condemae him;no hell
to torment him;no diuell nor confciencetoac-
cufe him ; yet he would not fin becaufe Gods
blefled Muieftie is by it off:nded and difplea-
fed : and if he had it in his choice, whether he
would finne or lofe his life , ke had rather die
then wiliingly and wirtingly fin againt God.
Thisawe being in 7o/éph, was the canfe that
mooued him not to commic folly with Pori.
Pphars wife, How then({aith he, Gen.39.9. ) can 1
choe this great wickeane e, andfinne againft God?

Awe in chaftifements , is when one hum-
bleth himfelfe vndertiic mighty hand of God,
widhall meekeneffe and paticnce, whenGod
layeth his hand on him more orleflc. When
Shems came forth and curfed Danid,and fung
{tones achim,what did he? truely he ftood in
awe of God,and therefore faid, 2 Sam.16.10.
What hane Ito doe with you,ye fonnes of Zerniahp
for he curfeth, enen becanfe the Lordhath bidden,
hirs onrje Danid, who dare thenfay, Wherefore
baft thon done fo3

Whena man is thus made wifé,that is,righ-
teous,arid fearing God, he is fo guided by the
fpixit of feare,that he cannot but {peake wife-
ly. Salomon faith, Prou.10.33. The lippes of the
righteons kniow what is acceprable : bus the moush
of thewicked peakes froward things. And againe,
The heare of the wife gusderh the month wifely,

Contrarie to this1s fond and foolifh talke:
an example hereof we haue in Luke,where Ps-
late wanting the feare of God,faith, Luke 23.
14.1 firde nofanlt sn Chrift : let vstherefore cha.

tohaue reafoned thus : 1 finde no faslt in bims :
therefore les ‘vs fend him away withont chaflife.
ment.
CHAP, V.
Of Truth,andof Reuerence in fpeech.

TRuth of fpecchis 3 vertne whereby aman
fpeaketh as heethinketh: and 0 confe-
?uently, he fpeaketh as eucry thing is,fo farre
orthas pofsivle he can. It is made a nore of a
righteous manyto fpeake the truth froms the beart;

andthey thas desle truly,are Gods delight. .
This is alwaies required in all our doQrines,

accu-|
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bargaines, councels: but efpecially in Indges
and Magiftrates, fittingon mwdgement feate ,
becanfe then they ftand in Gods ftead, whiois
truth it felfe. .
To this place belongeth Apologie, whichis;

and ftraightly examined of his religion, con-
fefeth Chriftboldly, & denieth net the trath:
Contrarytotliis, islying, cogging, glofing;
fmoothing, diffembling : asfor example, Ge-
bazi , after hee had receiued money and gar-
mentsof N asman the Syriai againk E/ifhes

will,be went and ftood before his mafter,who
faid vato him, Whence commeftthon,Geba-
3#? who making it nothing'te lie for a vas-
tage,fmoothed it ouer finely,and faid, Thy fer-
ant went nowhither. To thelike effe@ and pur-
pofe report is made of arich man thae had
two chefts: theone whereof he called 2/ rhe
world, the other hisfricwd. Tn'the firft he put-
tethnothing:- inthe fecond hé putteth all his
fubft When his neighbour came to bog-
row money, he vied toanfwer, Truely I'hauc
neuer a pennie-inall the world', meaning his
emptie cheft, but T will fee(faith he)what my
friend can doe,, looking thereby for intcrelt
by the mony out of his other cheft. o
This vice is very common, and it isarate
thing to finde a man that maketh a confcience
ofalie. : e
Lying is , when-a man fpeaketh otherwifc
thenthe truth is, witha purpofe to deceiue.
Herenote that there isgreat difference be-
tweenthefetwo fpeeches, f¢ s an vntrurh,and
It is alie. The firlt may be vied whena man
fpeaketh falfhoods. But in vfing the fecond ,
we mult be heedie and fparing = for when a
man s challenged for alie , threc things are
laid to his charge. I. That he fpeaketh talfly.
I1. That heiswilling to doe fo. TH. Thathe
hatha defire and purpofe to deceiue.

Queft, Whethermay not amaniie, if it be
for the procuring of fome great good to ‘our
ncighbour , orto the whole countrey where
weare. : AR |

Anfiv. No: Reafons are thefe: I. Lyingis
forbidden, () as an abomination tothe Lovd.I1.
(b) Weare not doeany enill that good may come
thereof, 111, He whichlyeth, in 1o doing cons
formeth himfclfero the divell,who (¢)isa ly-
er,and the father thereof. :

Obictt. 1. Such lying is for our neighbours
good,and not again(t charity.

Anf.No:for(d)charitie reioyceth inthe truth.

Obieét. 11. Theholy Scriptures haue men-,
tioned the lies of'the Patriarkes.

Anf. Wemaftnot liue by example agaioft’
rules of Cods word.

Obieét. 111, Rahab and the midwiucs of|
Egyptin faving the fpics, and in preferning
the Ifraclites intants, vied lying;and are com-
mended for their facts. o

Anfs They are commended for thei faich,
not for their lying. The workes which they

B

c brought vp by him: therefore vnto him hee

accafations, defenccs, teftimonics, promifes, ) A | did,were excellent works of mercy,and ther-

foretobeallowed: and the doers failed onely
in manner of performing them.

Astruth is required in fpeech, fo alfo reue-
rence to Gedand maa.

Reuerence to God,is when we fo fpeake of
God and vfe his titles,that we fhew reversnce
our felues, and moouc rcuerence in others. If|
thowwilt not keepe(faiththe Lord,Dext.28 58.)
anddoe allthe words of this Law (that arewrittenin
this booke)andfearethe glovious & fearefull name.
THE LORD THY GO D,thenthe Lovd
will make thy plagues wonderful.

Herc take heeds ofall manner of blafphe-
ming, whichis, when menvfe fich fpeeches
of God, as doth cither detrac any thing from
his Maieftie, crafcribeany thing tohim, not
befeeming him: a finne of all other to bee de-
tefted. Reafons. I. A blafphemerisviler then
the reft of the creazures : for they praife God
intheirkinde,& fhew forthhis power,good-
nefle, and wifedome : but hee difhonoureth
God in his wretched fpeech. 11, Hee isas
the mad dogge that flyeth in his mafters face,
who keepeth him, and giveth him bread. 111,
Cuftome in blafphemies theweth a man to
beethe childe of the diucll, and no childe of
God asyet. A Fatherlying on his deathbed,
called the three childrento him which hee
kept, and tolde them that one onely of them
was hisownefonne, & that the reft werconly

gaucall his good: butwhich ofthefe was his
natarall fonue hee would not in any wife de-
clare. When Lec was dead, cuery onc of the
three children pleaded that hewas the fonne,
and thérefore thatthe goods were his. The
matter beeing brought before a Tndge conld
not be ended:' but the Indge was conftrained
to take this ccurfe: hie caufed the dead corpes !
of the father to bee fer vp againt atree, and
commanded thz three {onnesto take bowes |
& arrowes,and to fhoote againt their father, |
and tofee who could come neereft the heart.

The firftand fecond did thooteat theirfather, |
& did hithim, the third was angry withboth !
the other through naturall affe@1d of achilde |

| to a father,and refufed to thoote. Thisdone, |
D/ the Tudge gane Lntence thar the two ﬁrﬂ:]

were no fonties, but the third onely, and chat |
he fhould haue thegoods. Thelike tryall may |
be vied to know who be Geds children. Such |
perfons with whom blafpheming is rife, are |
very diucls incarnate, and tiie children of the |
divell, who rend Ged in peeses, & fhoot him |
through with their darts, asicis {aid ofthe |
Egyptian when he blafphiemed, tiathe fmore

or pierced throagh Gods.ame. Magiltrates and

rulers feuerely pusith fuch as abufe their
3

names,and they doc itinltly + how much lefie
then fhould blafphicmers of Gods Nime ef+
cape without great punifhment 2

Againhorey edtotakeleed
of that cultomable fivearing and alfoof pc
rie. Itisa very ftrange finnc: sor the perinred !
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 perfon dothnot onely finhimfelfe, but withall | A
he endeauoureth to intangle God inthe fame
finne with himfelfe. .

Further , take heede leftthon doeft either
make or recite the iefts which are contriued
outof the phrafes of Scripture: which are ve-
ry many , and very viually rchearfed in com-
pany. The oyle wherewiththe tabernacle and
the Arke of the Teftament and the Pricfts
were annointed, was holy : and therefore no
man might put it toany other vfc, astoan-
noint hisowne flefh therewith,or to make the
likevatoit. (4 )Pilaze apoote Paynim when
heheard the name of the Sonne of God , was
Afraid:and we muchmore ought to tremble at
the word of God,not to make our felues mer-
rie withit, And therefore the fcoffiing of fuki-
anthe ApoPata is very feareful,who waswont
toreach Chriftiansboxes on the care,& with-
all, bid them tuene the other, and obey their
mafters commandement, Whofoener hallfmise
theeonthe right cheeke,turne o him the other alfo,
Marth.5.39. And he denied pay and like re-
ward to his fouldiers that were Chriftians,be-
caufe he faid he would make them fit for the
kingdome of heauen, confidering that Chrift
had faid, Mat 5 .8. Bleffedare the poore in [pirit:
\for theirs is the kingdomse of heanen,

Here alfo men mult learne to take heede
of all manner of charmes and enchantments,
which commonly arc. nothing elfe but the
wordsof Scripturc ot fuch like, vfed for the
cuting of paines and difeafes both in menand
beafts. Asfor cxample, the fielt wordes of
Saint fohns Gofpel, 2 the beginning was the
Word, andthe Wordwas with God, ¢4, are vied
to be writter in a paper, and hang about mens
neckesto cure agues. Butthetruth is, fach
kinde of practifes are diuclifh. Patrons of
charmes hold, that in fuch words as areeither
diuine or barbarous; is much efficacie. But
whence s this efficacic?from God?from men?
or from the diueliz 1t it fhall be faid from God;
wee muft know that the word vfed in holy
manner , isthe inftrument of God to conuey
vato vsfpirituall blefsings,as faith,regenerati-
on, repentance: but it dothnot ferueto bring
vato vs corporall health. Welithen, belike
words take vertug from the fpeaker, and are
made powerfull by the ftrength of hisimagi-
nation, Indeede of this opinion are fome phy-
fitians,as Awicenna and Paracelfus who thinke
that phantifie is like to the Sun, which wor-
keth onall things to which his beames doe
come , and the latter that by imagination mi-
racles mightbe wrought. But this opinion is
fond, & the reafons alleadged foritare with-
out weight. For imaginations are nothing but
fhadowes of things. And asanimage of aman
ina glaflc hathno power init,but onely ferues
to refenble and reprefent the body of a man:
10 it is with the phantafie and conceit of the
!minde,and no otherwife.
| And if imagina‘ion haue any force,itison~
:]v within the fpirits and humours of a mans
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owne body: butto giue forceto workeinthe
bodies of others it cannot; no more then the
adow of one bodie can ordinarily cute the
body ofanother on which it lighteth.
‘Wherefore words viedinthe way of bidi-
ly cure , be they in themfelues neuer fogood,
arenobetterthenthe diucls facraments: and
whenthey are vfed toblinde people, heeitis,
that comming vnder hand, worketh the cure,
& by turning himfelfe into an Angel oflight,
deludesthem. But it were better foramanto
die athoufand timesthé to vfe fich remedies,
whichin curing the bedy, deftroy the foule.
Laftly,auoid all imprecations and curfings,
cither againft men or other creaturesifor God

often brings to paflc fuch imprecations ; as
may appeare inthe Iewes,who atthe arraign-
ment of Chri%t,cryed,faying, Mar.a7.25. His
blovdbe vpon s, and vpononr children:which im-
précation is verified vpon them vnto thisday.
At Newbnrge in Germanie a certaine mother
curfed her {onne, faying, Get thee away,f would
thon might [t wener come againe aline : "the very
fame day he wentintothe water,&was drow-

the Vniuerficy of Wiréenberge,by reafon he was
poffefled withan vnclezne fpirit : beeing de-
manded how it cameto pafic , fhec anfwered
in the hearing of many, that in her anger fhee
{aid, The dinel take thee,and thereupon prefent-
lythe childe waspoficfled.. And in our coun-
trey,men often with the plague.the poxe, the
pettilence ro their children, their feruants,
their cattell: and oftenit fals out accordingly.
. Inthe daies of King Edward, certaine Eng-
lifh fouldiers (as I1am certainly informed by
awitnes then prefent) being by atempeft caft
vponthe fands on the coaft of France, gaue
themfelucs to prayer, and commended their
foules to God, as info great danger it was
mect:but one among the reft, defperatly min-~
ded,went apart & cryed out,faying,0 gallowfe
claime thy right, gallowfe claime thy right. Now
the faid party among the reft” (as God would
haue it)efcaped fafeto land; and afterward li-
uing fome fpace of time in France , returned
againero England , wherehe was hanged for
ftealingof horfes : and thus accordingtohis
defirethe gallowfe claimed her right.
Reucrence to man is in 2.refpects,either be-
caufe he is created after the image of God, or
becaufe he is aboue vsin age,gits, authority.
Inthe firft confideration, men muft haune
care to giue fiich names to children asare pro-

on whereof may admonifh them of the pro-
mifesof God, of godlinefle, or of fomegood
dutic. And there bee foure allowed engs of
iningnames. 1. To preferuethe memory of
ome thing by the name ginen, as Adam, fra-
¢/, ffaac. T1. To fignific fome ching to come,
as Euab,Abrabnm,ﬁahn,(‘mr. 111.Topreferue

the namie and memory of parents & kindred,
which wasvfed in the birth of fobn Bapr. This

cultome

in iudgement to punifh fuch curfed fpeaking, | -

ned. Againe,amother brought herchildeto | {

per and fit,v{uall,and knowne:the fignificati- |
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rustheat,
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cultome may {ill bee retained , if there beea |A | Panlcalled himfelfe the firft of allfouners Butiﬂ
good example in the ancetours that the childe| |he be to mention any thing of himfelfe, that| r Tir.z. |
may follow. IV. That the lifeand profefsion ‘ may minifter matter of commendation let hist #3416 ¢
of good men may be reuiued in the renuing of | fpecch rather incline tothe defec,then to the
their names. © | {excefleas Pautfuith, famtheleaft of the dpo-! (o0
Here wemuft take heede,in no wifetogiue | | fHes , which am not mteteto be caledan Apoftle, | 1o, )
to childrens the proper names or titles of | | bevaufe } perfecuted the Church of God: . o
God ; as lefus, fmmannel,&c. | Sccondly , in mentioning of things which
Neither are the profeflours of the Gofpel, | mooue blufhing,we aretovie as feemly words
tobee intituled by the names of fuchashaue| |asmay be chofen, Geng.1. Afterward e Adam -
beene famous inftruments io the Church, as' | knew Hevab bis wife, which eonceined and bare
to be called Caluinifts, Lutherans,ere. Now this| | Cain.1 Sam.24.4. Andwhz hecame to the fheep .
< Corte F/ay,that enery oneof you ﬁzirh,; am Panls,andf coats bythe way wherethere w as acane.Sant wens
3. | am Apollos, Fam Cephas, and f amChrifts : fs| | éntocoucr hisfeere,that isyto doe his eafement.
Chrift denided? was Pand crucified for you? ei Meekenefle alfo is required in communica-
therwere ye bﬂptiz’d inthe name of Panl? B |tion, whichis, whenaman vfeth courteous
And it is abold part of the peftilent gene-| | andfaire fpecch.Put them inremembrance b
ration of Papifts, who take to themfelues the that they be courteons, [hewing all meekencffé soall| 1.
name of fefuites, Whereas the like name of | |7, forweaur [elues alfo wereintimes paft vn-| 3_“'" *
Chriftian was giuen to the difciples at Antioch wife, difobedient c5c.
Ag.11. | Dotby thedeuife of man, bus by diuine orale. . “Meckeneffe and gentleneffe thewethit felfe
16, As the changing of the name giuenin Bap-| | in Salutations, Anfwers, and Reproofes.
m;:* tifie is not to be allowed ; {0 the varyingof | | Forthe firlt, daily experience theweth thar
e | i according to the varictic of language, (if| |it maketh much for the maincaining of loue,
4 neither hurt nor fraud to any bee intended| |to call men by their proper rames er fur-
thereby) is not. valawfull. Vpon thisground | | names. And this was a figne of fpeciall fauour
Saul is called Pasl: and Chrift cals Ssmonhis| | that God called AMofes by his proper name.
difciple otherwhiles Cephas, otherwhiles Pe-| | Yetmore conucnient it isto falute our betters
ter. And very worthy Diuines in thisage,thac | | by namesof honour or office, Thusthe difci-
their writings might be read of the aducrfa- | | plescall our Sauiour Chrift Rabbi - and it was
ries, haue in likefort without offencevaried | | the vitall manncr among the lewes , to call
their names. o W elandthon cals himfelfe Dy- |C | their betters Adbs, that is Lord,or Sir.
dimus Favertinu, and Melangans : Bucer intis ‘The formes of falutations are to beafter the
tles himfelfe eAvetimus Felinys: and Theo-| |order pradifed in Scripture. Anangell faluted
dore Beza once writ himfelfe Nathanicl Ne-| | Gedeonthus The Lovdbe with theethon valiant | 1udg 6,
zechins. . L man. And Boazcame to Bethlebem, and faidto| 12,
Reuerenceto amanashe is faperiotir , isin | | the reapers, The Lordbe with you: andtheyan- | o o
vfing fittitles of reuerence. Sarais commen- | |fwered,7) he Lordbleffe thee. Aud the Angel fa- | 7
ded in Scriptures for obeying her husband, | |luted Mary,Haile frecly beloued,she Lordis with | Lukes,
andforcalling bins Sir. But exceffe muft here be | | thee,ec. Chrilt comming among his difciples, } 28
1Dd, 3, | auoidid,wircatitles of honour propertoGod | | faid, Peace beamong you : and he tanght them
6 are given to men, as bead of the Cashalike| | comming to any houfe to {ay., Peacebe tothie | Mah.ro.
Churchtothe Pope, Lady and Qneene of heanen | | honfe. By this it appeareth , thatour common | 12,134
to themotherof Chrift. This faule Chrilt re- formies of falutationsare comendable : which
Mith.15, prooueth in the young man, faying, why calleft | |arcof divers forts ; aswhenone meetes ano-
1, thonmegood ? there is none good bt God. ther ; God [ane you: when one goes away, God
CHAP. VI. be wish you: in the morning, God gixe you  good
) Of Modeftic and of Meekenc(fe. T | morning : after-noone, Godgiue you a goodexen-,
Odefticin fpecchhath divers caneats? | | #2g < when one is going on hisiourncy ; God
VL ficlt, if 2 man fpeake any thing of him-| | fpeede yonur soirney; when one,is working, God
felfe, that is, in his owne commendation, lee| | (peeds you:in catiog. Mucligood doe ityon:when
himalcer the perfonand fpeake of himfelfeas| | onchath a new office, God gine you ioy of your
ofanother: J kuewa man (aith Panl, fpeaking | | ofice : whenoneis ficke, Godcomfort you, &z, |
of himfelfe)in Chrift aboue fourteene yeeres ago, And when children falute their father and |:
2Cox. | e which wastaken vp into Paradsfesand heard| | mother atter this mancr: 7 pray you, facherbleffe |
"2 | words which cannot be fpoken. And lobn (faichof | |me: [ pray yos motherbleffeme: itisa feemely
toh.g. | himfelfe:) When fofus faw bis wother , andthe | | ching.For God hathmade patentsto bethein- |
26, difesiple whom he loned, franding by,csc.Heretake | | (tram&cs of blefsing totheir children,in nurcu-
heed of boafting,whereby menimitatethe di- | | ringthem& praying for them: asthe fifth c6-
uell whfid, AL this power will { gine thee,and| | mandemét faich, Honors thy father cky amother
the glory of thofe kingdom:s : for that is deliuered| | that they may proleng thy dases. Now they pro- !
Luksg.S. | vinto mee,and so whomfocuer Fwill f gine . long the childrens daies by praying ro God i
- | Againe, when amunthzll haeoccation to | | for blefsingsonthem, andby fuch likeduties. ;
fpeake of hisowne faults and coréuptions, les| | Itisanvfeinaliplaces,whé amannegfthto ;
him fpeake the vitermoftagainfthimfelfe , as'  'falurehim by faying, Chrsft kelpe yos: Burthere i
Pp 4 is '
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isno canfe why the words fhonld thenbe vied | A
morethen atanother time. The reafonsare.I.
it is an old cuftome fetched from the Gentiles
before Chrift, and hath noground atall: for
they vied with the like words to wifh men
health, becaufe they thought neefing to be a
facred and holy thing: and becaufe fometake
it to be a figne of vahappie and euill ficceffe;
which indced is otherwife. 11. Ifthere beany
danger inthe brain before neefing,when a man
hath neefed the danger is paft,as learned Phy-
fitiansteach:therefore there s no caufeof the
viing fach words then,morethen at coughing.

Againft the praife of faluting each other,
fome things may be obieced. 1. ob. epift. 2.
verf.xo. Ifthere conse any vnto you,andbring nos
2his doiFrine, receine bimnos 1o houfe, neither bid
him,God fpecde..Anf. This place doth not forbid
common cinility and courtefie of ‘man to man:
but only familiarity & acquaintance with he-
retickes:yea fuch acquaintance & familiaritie
asmay fecme to gine approbation & applaufe.
to their bad proceedings. I 1. Elifhe fending

Glebazs hisferuant to lay his ftaffe on the dead
child of the Shunamite,bad him ifhe met any,
not to falute them, & if they fpake tohim, not
to anfwer them. 2 King.4. 29. And when onr
Sauiour Chrift fent his Difciplesto preach in
Iudea, he bad them to falute no manby theway,
Luksthe 10.4.A1/.The intent of thefetwo pla-
cesisnot to forbid mento falute others , but
rather to enioyne Gebazie and the difciples of
Chrift onely to omit for that time the prattife
of the dutics of common courtefic, fo farre
forth as they might hinder or delay the per-
formanceof weightie affaires.-

Our anfiwers muft be foft,that anger be néi-
ther kindled nor increafed. A foftanfwver put-
seth awaywrath, but gricuons words fHirre vp an-
ger. Nabal by chudifh language ‘prouoked
Danidro wrath , bur Abigail by the contrary
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*| Nay a2y Lovd, 1amawoman troubled in fpirit,

appeafed him. Gedbon [pake gently to the men of
Ephraim , whenthey wereangry againft him,
and appeafed them. For the text faith,when be
badthis fpoken , then their (piris abased towards
him, Therefore Salomon faich well, A ioy com-
meth to aman by the anfiver of his mouth,but how
good is & wordsn due feafon.

Now if any thall raile on vs our dutie is not
toraile again. Bleffé them that perfecute you bleffe
1fay,andcurfenot. Becurteousnot mldring ensll
Jor euillyneither vebuke for rebuke bt contrariwife
bleffe, l@mving that yebe thereuntocalled, thar ¢ you
Jhould be heires of bleffing. This thing was nota-
bly prattifed by Danid, Pfil. 109, 4+ For my
friendflip they were vy aducyfaries but I gane my
Jelfe roprayer. And thereforein thiscafe,cithér
filence is tobe vfed, orat the moft, only a iuft
and manifeft defence of our innocencie to be
made. Ezcchias commanded the peopletobe
filent, and not to fay any thing to the fpeech
of Rabfachai, now flattering,now threatning.
‘When E/i {pake hardly of Anna, and bad her
put away her drankennefle , fhee anfivered,

D\ faying,Y ea andniay,yed and nay flall /Emmm}%

T hane neither drunke wine nor fErong drinke, but
hane powredout my foule before the Lord. Thus
Iofeph cleares himfelfc, faying, 1 haxe done no-
thing whercfore they fhould put me inthe dungeen,
And Daniel to Nabuchodorofor, Vntothee , O
King, haue 1 dowe no bure. And our Saniour
Chrift when the Iewes faid vnto him , Saywe
nottrue 5 that thou art a Samayisane , and baft a |
dinell > anfwered , I hanenot a diuell, bur 1 ho.
nour my Father,andye hane difhonoured me. And
IPaul being to make an Apologie for himfcife,
begins thus: Menandbreshren,I haneinall good
confeience [erued God unto this day.

Now when aman hath thus cleared him-
felfe, though his owne word in his owne be-
halfe take no effeét,yet ler him patiently com-
mithis caufe to God, who intime wil manifeft
the truth, and bring itto light : as Dasiddid,
Iudge me O God, (faithhe), for I baue walkedin
mine imnecencie : and againe, The wicked wat-
chetb the righteoss, and feckethto flay him : bur
the Lovd will not leane hins inbis band , nor son.
dempie bimwhen be s indged.

Meekenefle in reproofe is : when any fhall |
admonih his brother of any fault for his a- |
mendment, with the like moderation that
Chirurgions v{e,who being to fet the armeor
leggethat isforth of ioynt,handle it fotender-
Iy, that the patient fhall skant feele when the
bone falsin againe : Thiscounfell Pz giueth,
Brethren, ¢f any man be fallenby occafion into any
fault ,yewhichare piritual; reflore fiuch a one (or
fet him inioynt againe, )withthe fpirit of mecke..
neffe. This was'pra&ifed by Abrahams towards
Lot, when their keard-men were at variance,
{aying, Let therebe,l pray thee,no fbrifs berweene
thee and mee 5 neither betweene mine beard-men
andthine : for we are brethren,

. And this is done foure waies. Firt,whenwe
reprooueaman generally, as Nathan did Da.-
widby a parable.Secondly,when in the roome
ofa reproofe,we putan exhortationsinthe ex-
hortation infinuating an obliquereproofe , s
when a man fhall fweare in his talke. I fhalnot
need alwaics to fay, Ye dovery illta fiveare,ci-fo
todifhowonr God:but I willapit vp in the forme
of anexhortation, as pils dre lapt in fogar, by

vs. Rebukenot anelder , bur exhort bim as'a f1.!
therand young men as brethren,faith Panlto Ts.-
maothie. Thirdly , when the reproofe is pro-
pounded in a mans owne perfon , as though
he were faulty-which reprooucth. Pan! praci-
fodthis = Now thefethings, brethren(faich he) 7
tane fignratinely applycd tomine ownfelfe and A.

170 man prefume abone that which s writeé: fourth-
ly,whenthe fault is dire@ly reproued, buyet
partly with prefaces, that we doe it of love,
that we wifh well to the party that we fpeake
as confidering our fclues, that we alfo are in
danger of the fame favlt: & partly by framing
the reproofe out of the word of God, that the

by God,thé by vs:after this maner the inferior |

party may fee himfelfe,rather tobereprooued|

may

pollos for janrﬁku,thﬂt - yemight learnby vs,that P
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may admonifh his faperiour efpecially when
there is no other way of redrcfle, and heis to
litken,yeelding himfelfe trattable. Naaman is
aduifed by his feruants,who faid, Father.if the
Prophet hadcommand:dsbeeagreat thing wouldft
thow not baue done it? how much rather thenwhen
be faishtothee 1afb andbecleane? Thenwent he
downe and wafhed bimfelfe feuen times in lor-
71,

When any fhall inthis manner be admoni-
thed of afault ; they areto yeeld themfelues
tra@able and thankfull, and be heartily glad
of fo good afriend. Notable is the fpeech of]|
thepfalmilt 5 Let the righteons [mite me, it is a
benefit : and let them reprooue me, it is the chicfe
ointment , let it not beewanting tomy head, And
Salomon {-ith, A reproofe entreth more into bim
that hath underflanding, then an hundredftripes
iza afodle. And,openrebuke is bester then fecrer

Ca

CHAP. VIIL

Of Sobrictie,Urbanity,Fidelisic, and care
of others goodname.

SObricticin iudgementis, when a man ei-
thér fufpendeth his opinion of his neigh-
bours fayings or doings , or elfe fpeakethas
charitably ashecan, by faying aslittle as may
be,if thethingsbe euill; orby interpreting all
in better part, if the fpeech or a&ion bee
doubtfull Therefore doe thus: defpife not thy
neighbout ; but thinkethy felfe as bad a fin-
ner, and that thelike dcfg’&s may befall thee.
If thou canft not excufe hisdoing, excufe his
intent,which may begood: or if the deede be
euill,thinkeit was done ofignorance; if thou
canft no way excufc him , thinke fome great
temptation befell him, and that thou fhould(t
beworfe , ifthe like temptationbefelithee :
and giue God thankes thatthe like as yet hath
not befallen thee. Defpife nota man beeing a
finner, for thongh hebe euill to day , he may
turne to morrow..

Here is condemned all headie and rafh
indgement, whereby men make thingseither
worfe then they are, or elfe they take and
turne all chings to the worfe part. Thusthe di-
uill dealt with Iob, fiying, Deth Fobfeare God
for noughe? e5c. but firetch ont thine bandnow and.
vouch all that be bath,tofee if be will not blafpheme
theeto thyface. Suchwasthe dealing of Doeg
with Dauid F faw the fon of {fhas{faichhe)when
became o Abimelech the fonne of Abituh;who as-
kedcouncell of the Lovdfor bim, andgane him vi-
Euals, andliz gasse hims alfo the fvord of Goliah the
Philiftim. Herethe back-biter concealeth the
feceffarie circumfances, whereby Abimclech

* | might haue beene excufed, as that, Danid

asked bread becing hungrie,and that heetald
0t o gbimelech that hee was out of Sals fa-
uour: but hetueneth all hisfpeech to this end,
to bring the Prictk into faf‘tion with Sanl.

" Thus the Phailcs dealt. fohin came nei-

A | ther eating nor drinking, and, rhe] fay 5 bee bhath
a dinell. The fonne of man came eating and
drivking , andthey fay ; Behold aglutton, and
adrinker of wine, anda friend of Publicanes and
finners.

Contrarie to this Sobrictie is Flatterie,
whereby for hope either of fauour or gaine,
men, and efpecially fuch as are of dignity
and place, are foothed vp intheir finnes,
and etrolled abouec meafyre., euentotheir
faces. As when Herod arraied in royall ap-
parell, fate onthe indgement feat, and made
anoration, the people gaue a fhout, faying ,
The voice of God,andwot of man. But marke what
Saloman faith, Hee thas praifech his ffiend with
a loud woice rifing earely in the morning | is [ball
bee connted to him acurfe. One beeing asked
which was the worft of all bealts : anfwe-
red , Of wilde beafts, the tyrant: of tame
beats, the flatterer. And another faid, that
flitterers were worfc then crowes : for they
eatc onely dead carrion, thefe feede on living

B

men. :

And of all kindes of Flartterie , that isthe
worlt, whena man fhall fpeake faire ro his
neighbours face and praife him ; but behind
his backe fpeake his pleafure , and eucn cut
his throat, Dauid complaineth of his fami-
liar friend, that shewords of bis mouth were fof-
ter thenbuster, yet warre was in bis heart : that
hiswords were more gentlethen oyle, yet they were
fwords. The Pharutes behind Chrifts backe
tooke counfell how they might intargle
him intalke; but before his face they fay,
Moafter, wee know that thouart true, and teacheft

man: for thow confidere} nos the perfon of
men.

Prbanity,is agface of fpeech,whereby men
in feemely manner vie pleafantnefie in talke
for recreation,or for fachdelight as is ioyned
with profit to themfelues and others. . Th.
Preacher faith, There 35 asime tolangh , anda
time toweepe. Whenthe Lordbrought againe the
captinity of Sion, weewere like them that drcame,
Taenwas oy month filledwith langhter, andonr
tonguie with 10y,

Now this mirth muft be ioyned with the
feare of God , otherwife Salomon (uith well,
Ihane fiid to langhter , thowart madde: andof
ioy, what i that thow doeft 2 And Chrift faich
Woe toyon that now langh, for ye fhall weepe, Sc-
condly,with compaftion and forrow for Gods
people in affliction and miferie. They drinke
wine inbowels and annoine tt)l’mﬁ’l{ﬂ with chiefz
oymtments , but nomanisforriefor theaffiiction of |
Iofeph. Thirdly, itmuft be fparing and mode-
rate. Paul condemneth fuch as are louers of|
pleafisres , more thenof G O D. Fourthly , it
muft be void of the pradlife of finne.eHofes is
commcndcd that bee refufed the pleafures of |

e,

The viualltime of mirthisatmeates. Aud
here Sampfons pracife may be followed,who
athis marriage feaft: propounded a riddle or

thewayof God erucly , neither careft thow for any | .
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The gohernement

hard queftion to his friends. And Ambrofe
thinketh that he did thus to ftop themouthes
oftalkers,and to occupie their wits.

Withall, it muftbee remembred to beea
Chriftian dutie,, euen at the table to main-
taine talke of religion,and of duties of godli-
neffe,after the pra@ife of our Saviour Chrift:
though many vpon litle ground thinke other-
wife.Tereullianrecordeth of the Chriftjans of
his time, that they vfed iu their love feaftesto
talke together,as confidering withthemfelues
that they had God himfelfe as an eare witnes
tothem, Chryfoftome of this point faith well :
Iwenldto God (faithhe ) that in tanernes and
feaftes, and at bashesmen wonlds alke and dispue
of bell: for the remensbring of bell, wowld hsnder 4
man fiom falling to hell. And it was the manner
of the primitiue Church atdinnerand fupper,
to vfe the reading of the Scriptures. When ye
cometothe table (fiith o Auguftine) heare that
which is read according to cnﬁam, withont any

rvecesusthe meate,but - YOHr eares may hmrger after
the wordof God. And this ancient cnftome is
to this day retained in the Colledges of the
Vhniuerfitic of Cambridge.

Andrhis holy reioycing at meates, is fpeci-
ally tobe vfed with fuch as are godly. For Sa-
lomen faith, that he which cateth at the conetous
mans table, fhall vomit bis mor. s, and foali loofe
bis fivces words. The faithfll at Ierafalem did
breake bread together with glednefe and fingle-
neffe of heart.

Queft. Whether icfting betoletable in any
fortornot ? :

Anfiv. That jeafting which ftandeth 'in
quippes, taunts, and girds, which ferueth one
ly for the offcnce of fome, ‘with the delight of
others, isnot tolerable; becaife all peesh sruff
edifie, andminifter grace to the bearers.> neither
doth it agree with Chriftiangranity and mo.
deftic. But two kinds of iefting are tolerable,
the oneismoderate and fparing mirth , in the
vfe of things indifferent, in feafon conuenient,
withoutthelcaft f€andall of any man,and with
profittothe hearers. The fecod is,that which
the Prophets vfed , when they iefted amainft
wicked perfons,yet fo,as withall they fharply
reprooued their finnes. At noone Eliah mocked
thems, anduid, Crie alond, for be is 2 Godd: eithey
hetalkerh,or urfwetlihis enemies or is in bis sony-
neysor it maybe he flecpeth andmuftbe awaked,

Asforlaughter, itmaybevfed : - otherwife
God would neuer have giuen that power and
facultie vnto man: but the vfe of it mult bee
bothmoderate and feldome , as forrow for
our finhesis to be plentifull and often. This
we maylearne in Chrifts examplé, of whom
we reade that he weptthree timés; arthe de-
fraétion of Ierufalem, at the raifing of Laza-.
¥us, and inhis agonic : butweneuer read that
helanghed. And fpecially rememberthe fay-
ing of (bryfoftome ;S vifusin Eccley ia, diaboli
opits.cff, thatis , To mooue laughter in the
Church, is the worke of the dinell: -

Sirreor fBriuing : that your monthes may ot onely |

A

|

B

C

and in three daies busld another wishons hands.

Fidelitse is conftancic inall our fawfull fay-
ingsand promifes.

A promife istobe made with this condi-
tion ( if God will) and then ifa man bee pre-
uented by death, orby anylike meanes hee is
notto be blamed : otherwife 2 mans lawfull
word and promife bindeth him accordingto
the will and pleafure of him to whom it is
made.

Now ifafterward it behurtfull to him that
made it, he may craneto be frec fromhis pro-
mife: and libertie beeing granted , take it.
Butapromife bound with an oath is to bee
kept, though prinate hinderance follow , yet
fo as the Magiftrarc may order the matter,
and proceede in equitic,, thar the dammage
may be the lefle.

The laft grace which istobe viedin fpecch,
iscare of our neighbours good name, which
isfarrebereer to himthengreat riches.

Here is condemned the tale-bearer,which
of an enill mind telleth athing of another, to
bring him into hatred,or to reuenge himfelfe,
orto get fomething, which otherwife hee
could not obtaine.

This tale-bearing is of diuers fort: Oneis,
when men whifper abroad fecretly the fault
of another,whereas they fhould rather admo-
nith thepaity, as (ham when he had feene his
fachers nakedneflc, ran firaight and told his
brethren. The fecond, when they adde to,or
change the thing faid or done,as it feructh for
their purpofe. Some of the witnefles which
came agaiiift Chrift, charged himto fay , 7
will deftroy this temsple which 15 made with hands,

g =

Where firft they change his meaning ; for
Chrift fpake of the temple of his bodic. Se-
codly,they adde to thewords: for Chrift faid
not, 1 will defiroy this temple ; but deffroyyechis
temple. Theretore the holy Ghoft noteth
them with the name of falfé witses bearers. The
third,when men furmife, and tell that which
was neuer done. When feremywas goingout
of Ierufalemto the land of Beniamin, and was
in the gate of Bensamin, Jrisabtookehim and
faid, Thouflieft to the Chaldeans. Then faid
Leremie, that is filfe; 1flie notto the Chalde-
ans, but he would not heare him. The fourth,
isthe coloured tale-bearing,, when one fpea-
keth evill of another with fine prefaces and
preambles, faining that he is very fory that his
aeighborhath done fiich or fucha thing: that
hefpeaketh not of malice,bisrof a good mind:
that he s conltrained to fpeake: that hefpea-
Keth not all hee could fpeake ; that the partie|
towham the tule istold mult keepe it fccret. |
Luther writethof this fault verie well : This | o
ice, (faith-hee) whereby wee tell abroad the
things which we heare of others , andrake them in
worfepart, i veryrife, andof great force'ro fowe
dfeordssthe rather, becanft it often  [hewes it [elfe
onder the precence and name of counfell and good,
adhife, Anditss v otable vizard, [for atale bearer

13e

_torransforme bimfelfe into an angell of light, and
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wnder zeale for Gods glavieto back-bite andac-
cufe bis neighbour of herefic, erronr, avdwicked
life.

fT/zcrcfare the Prophets meaning is , that wee
 fhowld conceale the eutls that beein our neighbour,
andnot [peakethemtoathers, thoisgh be be an ene-
mic anddeferneit at eur hands, and onely (peake of |
thofegood things in bim which feeme to preferus
concord: for this wewonldthat men fhould doe vnto
vs. Tea, andlet vstake beedthat weindge not or
condemne any mans faying or doing rafbly. Anugu-
fBine faith , that this was the cre which bis mo-
ther bad toward ber enimies. To doe this is ano-
table point of infl dealing , but indeede there is no
man vrterly without this fault in this life: fichis
oitrwretched ffate in this world. For though fome
are of this mindethat they defive not to kane other
menswants toldthens,and wilinos take all inworfe
part yet if they be told andtaken inworfe part ofo-
thers, theycanwillingly hearethems, meither will
they checke the teller , but fuffer bad farmifes to
sake place with them. But Gedaliah the fonne of
dbicham excelled in the contrary vertue, who
chofz rather to bazard bis life, then tofupect enill
by Hmael,

Thistale-bearingis the common table talke
in England: and itis wonderfull to fee, how
thofe who are otherwife godly are ouertaken
withit: butmen muft learne to ftand more in
awe of Gods commaundement, and alfoto
confider that the fame thing a man fpeaketh
of another, commeth home again by his owne
doore. Suchasvfe tale-bearing and back-bi-
ting, are by Gods iuft indgement paid home
inthe fame kind: and herenpon Chrift faith ,
Indge not thas ye bee not indged 5 for withwhar
indlgement ye indge,yee [hall be indged, Wherfore
whenmen fhall enter into an euill communi-
cation of others , wearcto interruptit by o-
ther talke,as not regarding it.

Herc'remember that when goaernours and
Magiftrates fhall vie haed words, notinthe
way of defamation, but for the reproouing
of avice, it is not to {lwnderzas, 0 foolifh Gala-
thians, O gencration of vipers: and Chrift tear-
meth Herod, Foxe.

CHAP. VIIT,
Of thebonds of Truth.

T Hus muchof grace in fpeech. Now fol-
‘loweth bonds of treh, whereby the truth
af our talks isteftified and confirmed.

Thercarethree: afimple affertion, an affe-
ueration, an oath.

A fimple affertion,iseither a fimpleaffirma-
tion, asyez, yea:ora {imple negation, as 72y,
may, And they are tobe vfed oncly inour fa-
miliar and common talke: Ler your commurica~
tionbe yea, jyea: 1Ay, and| whztfomer s mhore 5
cominerh.of enill.

1f the rruth whichwe affieme or deny bee
! doubtfull or contingent, then fach claufes as

chefe[Je is o or it #riot fo,a5 7 thinke,as f remems-

A |ber, as Frake it ] are to be added. Ifonefhall
fay , 2t is fo, and afterwards it prooue other-
wifz, herecciveth diferedit , becanfe he fpea-
keth an votruth.Bat if be thall Qy  thinke it 5
/o, though it fall out otherwife , yet he faueth
his credit,becauft he decciucthnot, but onely
isdeceined.

Anaffeneration is aforme of fpeech,wher.
by one doth vehemcently affirme or deny any
thingzas whena man thall fay ; Zerily,in trueh,
inerytruth, withont 2l doubt, ¢re. Thefe and
fach like are not to be vied atcuery word; but
then onely when agruthof great importance
istobe confirmed. When the falfe Prophets
ameng the Tewes and the Priefts would not
beiecue that feremie was fent of God : what
faith he? not {imply,The Lord bath fent me:bue
sntruth the Lord bath fent mee. Our Sauniour
Chrift, whenhe vled to fpeake any weightic
matter, vitdto fay, Amen, Amen,Verily, Ve-
rily, which isa plaine afieueration s for dmen
ismore then a fimple affirmation , and it is
lefle then an oath, as the very fenfe of the
worddoth import:which is no more, but s
by, certainly. )

The third is an oath , which muft not bee
made by any thing in heauenor inearth, bur
onely by the name of God alone.

It muft be vied as the Laft refuge and reme-
die of all. For when any truth of great impor-
tance is to be confirmed , and all figaes, eui-
dences,proofes,witnefies,faile among menon
earth: then we may lawfully ferch the Lord as
a witneffe from heauen, who is the knower cf
all truch.

And inthis cafe an oath may be taken, ei-
ther publikcly before a Magiltrate , or pri-
nately among priuate perfons : if it bee done
with reuerence and confideration, as it was
betweenc Z4cob and Laban.

C

CHAP. IX.

What is tobedoe whenwes

hane [poken.

AFtcra man hath fpoken his minde , very
few words more are to be added : Hee
that hath knowlcdge fpareth bis words. I»
many words there cannot want iniquitic : but hee
that reffaineth bis lippes, tswife.

He'that fpcaketh many words, fpeaketh ei-
ther falfe things or fuperfluous, orboth : as
when a river ouerflowes, the water gathezeth
muchflime: fo, many words , many faults.
When a veflell beeing finitten makes 2 great
noife, itisa tokenthatitis emgtie : andfothe
found of many words fhewes a vaine heart.
The Gentiles faue fiid , thar God ganea man
one tongue & two cares, that he mightheare
moreand fpeake lefie. Falerius Maxin
porteth of Xenocrates , that bei
pany of fome that vied railing & )
his tongue , and being asked why be did o

anfwercd, That it had repented him that bee
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! oken, but it nener vepented him that be had beld|
Ihis peace, And the prouerbe is, Hee that will
[heake what hewsll, hall heare what heworldnot,
To the framing of our fpeech, Ambrofé requi-
reththree things:a yoake,a ballance, & amet-
wand; ayoke to keepe it in ftayed granitie;a
ballance to giue it weight of reafon; a met-
wand ;o keepe it inmeafore and moderation.

This rule meft bee practifed carefully , for
the auciding of chiding, brawling, and con-
tention. Let nothing be done by contension , Pil.
2.3. Letftudents and fchollers learne to pra-
&ife chis;for what fhall ancther mans opinion
hurt thee , thotgh in reafoning he be not of
thy mind in every point ?

Here take heed of the fpirit of contradiéi-
on, wherby fome by thwarting and contradi-
&ing euery man, at length prooue either ob-
ftinate heretickes,ot lewd Atheilts,and make
1o bones to contradic the holy Ghoft, and
tocall the Scriptures in queftion, and difpute
that there isno God.

Now if a man fpeake neceffarie things,
though he continuc his fpeech till midnight,
as Panldid, itcannot bee called immoderate
or fuperfluoustalke.

CHAP. X.
Of writing.
LL this which is fec downe concerning
freechmult as well bee pradifed in wri-
ting as in fpeaking. Whereby are condemned
bailads,bookesof loue,all idle difcourfes and
hittorics, being nothing elfe but enticements
and baites vnto manifold finnes, ficter for So-
dom and Gonsorrah s then for Gods Church,
Anditmuit be followed as well in fpeaking of
Latine or any good tongue,-as Englifh, which
| ftudents hauenot marked ; for whercas they
twill not fweare in Englith, yetin Latinethey
|make no bones of ic,(rying, Meherculé medins
fodiics ,edipol, per dros immortales, And whercas
[they hold bat oue God in iudgement, yetin
their Latine exercifes they fpeake of Japiter,
and of the émmortall Gods, after the manner of
the heathé. Whata fhameis this,that a Chri-

1
|

{tian, and that in Chriftian fchooles fhould ei-
ther bee afhamed , or not vic to {peakeasa
Chriftian,buz as Atheifts do?Ifthou haue ma-
ny tongues,and knoweft not how to viethem
well, he which hathbut his mother tongue,
ordering it aright,isa better lingailk the thou.

CHAP.XI.
Of filence,
Vv Ife and godly filenceis as excellent
a verwe as holy {peechs for he know-
ethnot how to fpeake which knoweth not
how to hold inis tongue: the rule of our filence
mult beethe law of God. By meancs of which,
wife con’idcrarion muft bee had , whether
the thing which wee haue in minde bee for
Gods glory,and our neighbours goods which
done, wee arc anfwerably to fpeake or to bee

filenr, .

Here muft be confidered the things of which

'Gience m - be vied, aad the perfons before

A

B

D

whom: Thethingsare many. Firft,ifany truth
beto the hinderance of Gods glorie, or of the
good of our ncighbour, it muft bee concea-
led.

The concealing of truth is either in whole,
or in part.In whole,when the fpeaking of the
leaft word is hurtfull. As for example , the
fatherand the fonne are both fickeat once;the
fonpe dieth firft,the father asketh whether his
fonne bee dead or not;ifit be faid, no, anvn-
truthis told; ifyea, theu the fathers griefe is
increafed,and his death haftened:therefore fi-
lence is the beft.In the daies of perfecutio ho-
ly Martyrs haue chofen rather to fuffer death,
then to reueale their brethren , that hawe bin
of their prinate affemblies with them. -

The concealingof a thing inpart is, when a
man fpeaketh alictle of the truth, and concear
leththe reft. Whichis warranted in all good
and lawfull proceedings, which maniteft]
tend to the glorie of God, When Samnel is
fent to annoint Danid, he anfwereththe Lord
and faith. How can 1 goe? for sf Saul heare of it
be will kill me., Then the Lordanfwered, Take an
beyfer withtheeand fay, 1am come to doe facri.
fice tothe Lord: and call for Ifbas to facrifice, and
2will fhew theewhar thou (halt doe, andthon foalt
annoint unto mee hims whom 1 fhall name vnto
thee. When leremie had fhewed him Zede-
chiah how hee might efcape death, then the
king faid vnto him , Let #0 man know of thefe
Words,c5c. but if the Princes vnderffandthas 1
hauc salkedwith thee .andtheycome vnto thee,and
[y vnto thee, Declare unto vs what the kiug hath
faid untothee, cc.then fhalt thou [y vnto thens,]
bumbly befought the king that he wouldnor canfe
mee to vetnrne to lebonathans houfe to die there,
And afterward he {0 anfwered,and the matter
was not perceiied. The like was pra@tifcd by
Panl, Act.23.6.

Sccondly, thouart to conceale thineowne
fecrets. Samfor reucaling his owne fecret, Ind.
14.0uerthrew himfelfe. If thou defire cafe by
rcuealing them, tell them but to few, and to
fuchasare faithfull.

‘That whichthou wouldeft not haue known
tell noman: for how fhall another keepe thy
counfell,whenthou canft not do it? Keepethy
friends fecret likewife,if it be not hurtful:and
let Minifters conceale the fins and wants that
trouble the confcience of fuch as are dying.
Let Magiltrates conceale things done in the
Senate, efpecially concerning warre, left they
be revealed to the enemie.

1fGodbring any ftrange thing to paffe,fpeak
notboldly of it, Lut rather in filence wonder.
Iob atthe confideration of Gods maieftiein
his works,faith, Beheld 1 am vile,what fhal 1 an-
| fwer thee? 1willlay my hand wpon ry monsh N4-
dab and eAbibis tor oftering incenfe with
ftrange fire, before the Lord, were bothde-
ftroyed with fire,which becing done, eH0fes
told egarom that God would be fanctified in
them that come neere him,and bee glorified
bsforc all the people; and then the text faith |
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but Aaron beld bvis pease, Lewit.10.3.When Pe-
rer had tanght che Gentiles,and after returned
to Hierufalem, they of the circumcifion con-
tended with him: he then renderetha reafon
of hisfaét,whichbeing made,they were filent.
For fo the text is, AQ.11.18. When they beard
theferhings , they held their peace 5 and, glorified
God, When Gods iudgements befall men 3=
mongvs,ifwe fpeake any thing,we muft iudge
charicably. Bloffedis hethat indgeshwifely of the
poere,the Lord fhall deliner bims ins the day of trou-
ble, Pfal.y4.1. .
Thirdlysthe infirmities & fins of our neigh-
bourare alwaiesto be concealed, vnleflzit be
in the cafe before named , that wee finde our
felues called of God to fpeake. Hethat cose-
reth asranfgreffion, feckethlone, Prok.17.9. 1f
Godinmercy couer his finnes , why fhouldft
thou reucalc them?Salomzon faith, Prok.19.11+
I is shegloriz of & man to paffe by aninfirmitic.
Fourthly all vnfeemely matters,al things va-
knowne,things which concerne vs not,things
aboue our reach,are infilence to be buried.
The perfons before whom filence muft bee
vfed arethefe: 1. Malitious encmies of religi=
on Gine not that which is holy untodags: neither
caft yonr pearles befere fwine, This was among
the reft one caufe of thefilence of Chrift be-
fore Caiphas and Pslate. 11. Before Magi-
frates in their open courts: where fuch as
come before them are not to fpeaketill they
be bidden.Then Panl,afterthar the gouernor bad
becksed unto bims that he fhonld fpeake , anfwered,
111, Intheprefence of our clders and betters,
who muft haue leaue & liberty tofpeake firft,
and muft of others be heard with filence. The
pra@ifc of this was in Elibu to Eliphaz & Bil-
dad. A company of men(as fome fay)is like to
the Alphabet,in which are vowels;halfe vow-
els, and mutes ; vowels are ald men,leatned,
wife,expert: halfe vowels,are young menand
women, who areth€ only to fpeak when they |
areasked:mutes arethe fame parties,who be-
ingnot occafioned, are in filence to heare their
betcers. And here all feruants & children muft
remember when they are iuftly reprooued to
befilent, and not to anfwer any thing againc.
1V.Fooles and pratlers are not to bec anfwe-
red, valef dtbe to let them fee their folly.

CHAP. X1II.
A exkortation to kgepe the Tongue.

THus haue T in part fer downe how the
tongueis tobe gouerned: & I heartily de-
fire, that all Chriftians would put thefe rules:
in pradife. Reafons. I. If & man fecme to bee
veligions, andrcftraine nos bistongue, bhe deceineth
bimfelfe,andbis religion fein waine. 11, The man
of an cuill congue , is a beaftin the forme of a
man; for histongue is the tongue of a ferpent,
vader which licth nothing but venimand poy-
fon:nay he is worfe then a ferpent: for it can-

nothurt, valefle it be prefeat to fccaman, or

to bice him,or to ftrike him with his taile:but

A he which hath not the rule of his tongue, hur-
iteth men as well abfent as prefent;neicher f¢a,
1nor land, nor any thing can hinder him. And
{againe, his throate is like a grave that hath a

vent infome part,and therefore fendeth forth
nothing but ftinke and corruption. I1L.Asthe |
holy menof God, when they preached, had |
their tongues as it were,touched with a coale
from thealtar of God:and asgodly menwhen
they fpeake gracioufly, hauetheir rongues in-
flamed withthe fire of Gods fpirit:{o contra-
riwife, when thou fpeakeft euill, thy tongue is
kindled by the fire of hell: & Satancomes from
thence witha coale to touch thy lips, and to
fet them on fire to all manner of mifchicfe.
Chryfoftorme faith, that when men fpeake
good things , their tongue is the tongue of
Chrift : but all manner of vngodly and curfed
fpeaking is the diuels language. I'V.The mo-
derating of the tongueisa matter of great dif-
ficultie.S.Jamses faith, The whole nasnure of beafls
andof birds ¢ of creeping things,e5c.ss tamedand
barh bintamedof the nature of man:but the tongue |
can no mantame:at is anvnruly enill, Pambus,one
without learning, came toacertainemantobe
taught a Pfalme : who when he had heard the
firltverfof the 39 Plalme,lfaid, 1 will k”P’ my
waies, that 1 offend not in mytongus - would nog
fuffer the next verfe tobee reads, faying, This
verfe is enough, if I conld pradtife it. And
when his teacher blamed him, becanfe he faw
him not in fixe moncths after : heeanfwered
that he had not yet done the verfe. And one
that knew him, many yeeres after asked him
whettier hee had yet learned the verfe. Iam
fortie yeeres old (faithhe) and haue not yet
learned tofulfil it. Now then,the harder itisto
rule the tongue , the more carc isto bee had
therein. V. The ftrange iudgementsof God
fer the abufe of the tongue, efpecially inblaf-
phemics and periuries,are many and fearefull. (
Three men confpired together againft Nar~
csffiss Bithop of Ierufalem , a man that leda
godly and blamelefft life , and they charged
him with a moft hainous crime:: all threecon-
firme their accufation by oath. The firlt wifh-
eth,if it were not fo, that he were burnt. The
fecond that he mightdic of the jaundife. The
third,chathe miglit lofe hiseyes. Afterward in|
proceffe of time, the fielt had his houfe feton|

fire in the nighe: & he with all his family were |

burnt. The fecond had theiaundife from the |

head to the fole of the foot, & died therof. The |

third feeing what was befallen thefc twaine,

repented and confefled the confpiracic againit

Narciffiu, and yet for all that he loft hiseyes.

Again,inthe duics ot Q. Mary,as lames Ab-

bes was led by the Sheriffe to execition , di-| For. A%.

uers poore people ftood inthe way,andasked | Mon,

their almes : hethennot hauing any money to|

giue them, did put offall hisapparell, faue his!

fhirt,and gaue it vnto them,to {ome one thing, !

to fomeanother: in the gining whereof hee|

exhorted themto be ftrongin the Lord,and to |

ftand [tedfaftin the truthof the Gofpel. While
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The gonernment.

of the Skeriffes going by cried out aloud, an
blafphemoufly faid : Beleene him mot good
people, hee isanhereticke, and a madde man
cut ethis wir: bulecue him not, for it is here-
fie tnat he faichs And asthe other continued
inhis gadly admonitions, fo did this wicked
wretch blow forth his blafphemous exclama-
tionssvntil chey came vied the ftake where he
fhould fufter. Buzimmediarely after this Mat-
tyr was bounid to the ftake, & fire put to him,
fuch wasthe fearcfull ftroke of Gods iuftice
vpon this blafphemons rayler, that hee was
there prefently in the fight of all the people
ftriken witha frepzie, wherewithhe had be-
fore railingly charged that good martyr of
God: who in hi: furions rage and madunefle,
cafting off his fhooes & the rcft of his cloaths,
cryed out vnto the people, and faid, thus did
lames Abbes the true fervant of God, whois
faned, but Iamdamned: and thus ranne hee
aboutthe towne of Burie , ftill crying, that
Iames Abbes vias a good man and faued, but I
am damned. '

Againe, childrenfitting incompanie toge-
ther, fellinto communication of God, andto
reafon what Ged was. And fome faid one
thing,fome another: amorg the reft, one faid,
He s a good old father:to which another, na=
med Dennis Benficld, replyed with amoft out-
ragious blafphemie: What? hee(faid fhee)is
an old doting foole. But fhortly after tnis
young girle was fo ftricken, thatall the one
fide of her was blacke, and fhee became
fpeechieffzand diedd

Againe, one Leanieraplough man, rayling,
faid chat he faw the cuill fauoured knaue La-

faid,that he had teethlike an horfe. At which
time and hourc , asneerc ascould bee gathe-
red,the fonne of the faid Learer moft wicked-
Iy hanged himfelfc. o

Againe, inthe-time of King Edward ; a
young Gentleman of Cornwall being in com-
panie with other moe gentlemen together
with their feruants, beeing about the number
of twenty horfemen, among whom this luftie
younker entred into talke , and beganwithall
to fweare, and vie ribald fpeech; being gently
reprooued, the young gentleman tooke fhuffe’
and faid to the teproouer , Why takeft thou

timer when he was burned: and alfo in defpite D

B

C

be was thns im%rix&i-ng the people, a feruant A | thonght formee ? take thou thought for thy

winding fhecte: well, quoth the other,mend,
for death gineth no warning:for asfoone com-
metha lambes skinne to the market as anold
theeps skinne.Godswounds (faid he) care not
thoufor me:raging ftill on this manner worfe
and worfe in words , tillat length pafsingon
there iourney , they cameriding ouer a great
bridge,ftanding ouer a peece of anarme of the
fea, vpori which bridgethisgentelman-fivea-
rer fpurred his horfe in fach fort,as hee fprang
cleane ouer withthe man on hisbacke, whoas
hee wasgoing, cried, faying, Horfe andman
andall to the diucll.

Againe,there wasaferning manin Lincoln-
fhire , who had ftill in his mouth an vfeto
fweare Gods precions blood, and that for very
trifles: beeing often warned by his friends to
leanethe takingthe Lordsblood in vaixe, did
notwithftanding till perfitt in his wickednes,
vntill at the laft it pleaftd Ged to cite him
firft with ficknes;and then with death: diiring
which time of the Lords vifitation,no perfiva-
fion cculd mooue him to repent his forefaid
biafghcming, but hearing the bell totoll, did
moft hardly in the very anguifh of his death ,
ftart vp in his bed, and fware by Gods blood,this
belltolled forme. Wherenponimmediately the
blocd atundantly from all the ioynts of his
bodie, as it werein fireames, did iffae ot
moft fearefully from mouth, nofe , wrifts,
Knees, heeles, and toes, withall other ioynts,
notcne leftfree,and fodied. . '

Thefe and fuch like indgements muft be as
warnings from heauento admonifh vs, and
tomake v afraid of the abufe of the tongue :
efpccially when it tendeth to the difhonour of
God. Andwecare toimitate the example of
Polycarpe the Martyr, who when he was bid-
den to take his oath,and curfe Chrift, anfwe-
red, Fourefcore and fixe yecres haue I bin his
feruant,yet in all this time hath he not fo much
as once hurt me: how then may I fpeake enill
of my King and foueraigne Lord ; which hath
thus preferued me ? V IiLaftly,God hath ho-
nonred thy tongue withi the gift of fpeech and
veterance:znd the great excellency of this gift
thouthouldeft perceive , if thou wert ftriken
dumbe for 2 time. Therefore let thy tongue be

applyedto the honouring of God; and tothe
good of thy neighbour.

it FINIS.
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