DECLARATION

OF THE TRVE MANNER
OF KNOWING CHRIST
CRVCIFIED.

GaL. 6. verle 14.

God forbid thas I fhould reioyce , butin the Crofle of our
Lord Iefus Chrift, &

G G
R

Do the Reader.

D T is the common finne of men at this day,and thatin the very places of learning ,
that Chrift crucified 55 not knowne as heonghe. The righs knowledge of whom ,
35 not to make oftenmentionef his death and paffion,and o call bum onr Sawionr,
or to handle the whole myftery of God incarnate foundly or learnedly; (though
that be aworthygift of Ged)but firft of allby the confideration of the paffion z0be
touchdpithan smyard andaliuely, (feeling of our finmes, forwhich our Redee-
) mer fuffered the pangs of hell , and to grow toa shroughdsflike of onr. - felues and

/ o onr lines paft for thews,and frovs the grenndaf the heart to purpefe a reformation
andaconformitywith Chrsft inaB good duties that concerne man:fecondly, in she paffion, as in a myrrour,
0 behold, andinbebsldingto labour to comprehend the length, the breadth, the height, the depth of the
loueof the Father,that gaue bis owne deare Sonne to deaths and the goaah; e of the Sanne, that loned bjs
\ememies more then bimfelfesthat onr beares mighs be rooted and groundedin the fame lone,and be, efurthey
inflamed tolowe God againe,
To farther this true manner of knowing Chrift crucified, 7 hane pemnedthefe few linesyeade them ar
thy leafure,and bane careto put thes in praclife: otherwsfe thou art but an cnemy of the croffe of Chrift |
howgh thon profeffe his namse mewer o mach. Ian.3. 1596+
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T isthe moft excellent and
worthy part of dinine wife-
dome to knew Chrilt cru~
cificds The Prophet Efay
ithy The knowledge of my
righteous [fernant : that is ,
= Chrilt crucified, fhall inflific
many. And Chrift himfelfe faith; This 7s life

ezernall,to kzow thee the oncly Godsand whom thou
haft fant, Iefns Chrift. And Paul faith; 1 hauede-
Cor- 2 cyeedso know nothing among you , but lefus Chrift

and him crucificd.  Agaive, God forbidthas 1

| fhouldreioyce inanything, butin the crofle of onr

il
Efas3.11

Yoh.17.3-

Gal.6.14.
Phil. 3. 8. | Joffe.for the excellent knowledge fake of Chrsft le-
\[us my Lord, and doe sudge tfem butdung , that
Imight winne Chrift.

Inthe sight way of knowing Cbrift crucifi-
cdyewo points mult be confidered: ove, how
Man for his part is to know Chriftsthe other ,
how L is to be knowne of man.

Teuching the firft: Man muft know Chrift
not gencrally and confufedly, butby alively,
powerfull,and opcratiue knowledges for other-
wift the divels themfelues know Chrift.

In this krewledge,three things are required.
Thc firlt is wotice or confideration,whereby thou
muft cenceine in mind, vadecftand, and feri-
oully bethinke thy felfc of Chrift, ashe isrc-
uealed inthe hitory of tht Gofpell, and as he
is off:rcd o thy particular perfon, in the mi-

i niftery of the word and Sacraments. And that

Ithis confideration may not be dead and idle
¢ inthee, two things muftbe done. Firft, thou
l muft labour te fecle thy felfe to ffandin needof
I

Chrift crucificd ; yea , to fland in excefsive
7 nced euen of the very lealt drop of his blood,
| forthe wathing away ot thy fins. And valefle
| thou throughly feeleft ty felfe, to wane all
i ! that goodnes and grace that is in Chrift ; and

!that thou cuen ftand in cxtreame necd of kis
i | patsion, thou fhale neuer learne to teach
!Chriﬂin deed and truth. The fecond thirg
; !is, withthe vnderftanding of the de&rine of

! Chrift, toioyne thirfting , whereby man in

| very fouleand fpirit,longs a fter the participa-
. - tionof Chrift, and faith n this cafe as Semp-
| | fon aid;Gine me water, 1 dicfor thirf?.
! l'gdg- 151" The fecond pustcf hnowledge,is application,

18 3whcrcl>y tiou mult know and belceue, not

onely that Chrift was crucified, but that hee

t was crucificd for theesfor thee [ fay in particn-
lar. Heretworules muft bee remembred and
' pradifid. Oue,that Chrift on the crofic was

i thypledgeand furetic in particulir, that hee

which thou thy felfe in thine owne perfon,

1
: Of the right kpowledge.of Chrift erucified, -
!

LordIcfus Chrift. Agase, I thinkgall thingsbus |

A { fhouldeft haue fleed : that thy very perfosall
and particular fins were imputed ard applied
to him: that he ftood guiltic as a malefadour!
forthem , "and fuffercd the very pangs of hell ,
and that his fofferings are as much inaccep-
tation with God , as if thou hadft borne the
curfe of the law in thine own pcrfon crernally.
The holding and belecuing of this point , is!
the very foundation ot religion , asalfo cf the
Church of God. Therefore in any wife bec
carefully toapply Chrift crucified tothy felte:
| and as Elizens s when hee would reuive the
childeof the Shunamite , went vpard tay vp-
B|on him, and puthis mouth vpon his mouth
and his hands vpon his hands , and his.cyes
vpon his eyes, and ftretched himfelfe vpon
him’ euen fo, if thou wouldeft be revived to
cuerlafting life , thou muft by faith as it were
fzt thy felfe vpon the crofic of Chrift, and
apply thy handstohis hands, thy feeteto his
feete, and thy finfull heart to his beleening
heart: and content not thy felfc with Thomas,
to put thy finger in his fide, but even diue and
plunge thy fclfe whelly , beth body and foule,
into the wounds and blood of Chrift. This
will make thee to cric with Thomas, and fay ;3
My Lordmy God: and thisis tobe erucified
with Chrift, Andyctdoenot content thy felfe
with this,but by fzithalfo defcend with Chrift
from the croflc tothe graue,and bury thy felfe

2. Kingy
3.

C

in the very buriall of Chrift: and then looke
asthe dead fouldicr tumbled into the graue
of Elizens , was made aliue at the very tou-
ching of hisbody : fofhalt thou by a fpirituall
touching of Chrift dead & buried,be quicke-
ncd tolife cucrlafting. The fecond rule is,that
Crrift crucified # shine , beeing really ginen
thee of God the Father, euen as truely as
houfes and lands are gitcn of earthly fathers

to their children; thus muft thou firmely hold
| ardbeleene: and hence it is, that the benefits
of Chift,are before God ours indecdc for our
inftification and faluation.

The third point in lincly knowledge is ,
that by all the affections of our hearts , wee
muft bee carried to Chrilt, and asit were,
transformed into him. Whercas ke gauc him-
felfe wholly tor vs, we candono leflexthen
beftow our hearts vpon him. Wec muft
} thercfore labour abcue all, following the

2.King

1321,

Marstyr [gnatins, wi:o faid, that Chrift bis
loue was crucsfied. Wee mwuft valve himat fo

{ higha price,, that he moft bee vnto vs betier

| then ten thonfand worlds : yea, all things
which we enioy, muft bebutas dreffe and dung
vintovsinrefpe of him. Laltly, «li our ioy,
reioycing,comfort, and confidence; muft bee

thcn ftood in the very roome and place, in

placed
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placed in him, And that thus muchis requifite | A:
in knowledge , it appeares by the commen
rule of expounding Scripture , " that workes of|
kawledge imply affeétion. And indeed it is bura
knowledge iwimming in the braines which
dothnot alter and difpofe thataffeétion, and
the whole man. :

lowes the fecond point , how Chrilt isto be
knowne. Hee muft not bee knownebarely as
God,or as man,or as a Iew,boine in the tribe
of Iudab, or asaterrible and iuft Indge, but
as he is our Redecmer, and the very price of
our redemption : andin thisrefpect, he mult
bee confidered as the common ereafure aud
JPore. houfe of Gods Church,as Parlteftifieth |
' when hee faith, 2nhim areall the treafuresof
knowledge andwifedome hid. And againe, Bleffed |
bee rofw;,,:,;, bath bleffed vs with all fpirituall
He]{ng.r inChrift. AndS.Jobn faith, thutof hbis |
fuine(t we rectine grace for grace, Here then let
vsmarke, thatall the blefsings of God, whe-
ther fpiritaall or temporall; all, I fay, without
exception,areconueyed vato vs from the Fa-
ther,by Chrift : and {o they muft bee receiued
of vs,and no otherwife. That this point may
be further cleared, the benefits which we re-
ceiue from Chrift,are to be handled, andthe| |
manner of knowing them. The benefits of
Chriftare three, his Merit, his Pereueshis Ex -
ample,

The merit of Chrift is the value and priceof ¢
his death and pafsion, whereby any man is
perfetly reconciled o God. This reconcilia- |
tion hath two pares,remiffion of finnes, and 4c-
ceprancero life eucrlatting Remifsionof fins, |
isthe remoouing > or the abolifhing both of |
the guilt and punifbment of mans finnes. By !
guile, 1vnderltand a fibisétion ox obligation 1o |
punifhment, according to the order of dinine \'
fuftice. And the punifhmentof finne,, is the |
maleddiction or curfe of the whole Jaw, which is ‘l
the faffering of the fixft,and fecond death.-e- |
ceptationto lifceucilatting, isa giving of right
and title to the kingdome of heauen, and that
forthe merit of Chrilts obedicnce imputed.
Now this benefit of reconciliation , muftbee
knowne,not by conceit and imagination, nor

B

Taos much of our knewledge. Now fol-| |

: prehend and feclencthirg but the furions in-
i dignation and wrath of God;againtt al reafon
| and feeling , hee muft hold to the mierire of]
Chrift, and know 2 point of religion hard to
be learned, that God is amoft louing Father
to them that haue care to ferue him, cuen at
that inftant, when he thewes himfelfe a meft
fierce and terriblc enemy.
Fromthebenefit of reconciliation proceede
foure benefits. Firft; that excellent peace of
God that pafleth all vaderftanding,which hath
fixe parts. The firftis,peace with God and the
blefled Trinity. Rom.s.1. Becing inflificdwee
hane peace with God. The fecond,peace with the
good Angels, lob.1.51. - Te fball fee the Angels
of God afcending and defcending vpon the Sanne of |
man. Aud that Angels,like armies of fouldiers
incampeabout the feruants of God,, and as
nurces beate them in their armes; that they
be neither hort by the divell and his Angcls;
nor by his inftruments, it proceedsof this,
that they beingin Chrift, are partakersof his
merits. Thethird is,peace with al fuch as feare
God, & belecue in Chrilt. This Efay foretold
when he faid, that the wolfe (hall dweldwith the
lambe, andthe leopard with the kidde, and the
lyonand & far beaft rogether , and thas 4 little
childe (hal leade thew,@re.c.11.v.6. The fourth
is, peace with a mans own felfe, whenthe con-
fcience wathed in the blood of Chrift, ceafeth
to accufe and terrifie: and whenthe will, affe-
&ions and inclinations of the whole man, are
obedient to the minde , enlightened by the
Spirit and word of God, Colsff. 3.15. Les the
peace of Godrrnle in your heares. The fielt is,peace
withenemics,and that two waiess firlt,in that
fuch as belecue in Chrift, feeke to haue peace
with all men, hurtingnone , but doing good
toal. Secondly,in thar@od reftraines the ma-
liceof theenemies, and inclines their hearts
to be peaceable. Thus God brought Danie!
into lowe ¢ fanourwith the chicfe of the Eunnches.
The laft is , peace with all creatures in heauen
& carth, in that they ferue for mans faluation,
Pfal.9i 13, Thon fhale walke vpon the byon & the
Aﬂu,rh: yong Lyon & the Draga [bals thou tread
wnder foote Hof.2.18..And inthat daywill | make
ac for thewn, with the beafts of ¢he field,

by carnall prefumiprion;butby the inward te- |
ftimony of Gods [pirit, certifying our confci- '
ences theseof ; which for this caufe, is called |
the fpirit of Reuclation. And that we may attain
to infallible affairance of this benefit, we muft
call to mind the promifes of the Gofpel, tou-
ching remifsion of finnes, and life cuerlalting,
This beeing done, wee mult further frine and |
indcaour,by the afforance of Gods fpirit, to | !
apply them to our fcluess and vo belecue thac|
they belong vato vs:and we muit alfo putour
felues often tothe exercifes of innocationand
true repentance. For in,and by our crying va-
to heauen to God for our reconciliation,
comesthe afforance thereof as Scriptures and

& with the fowles of heanen.Now this benefit of
peace, isknowne, partly by the teftimony of
the fpiric,& partly by a daily experiéce therof.

The fccong benefit, is a recosery of that right
andtitle, which man hath to all creatures in
heauen and earth, and all temporall blefsings,
which right Adam loft to bimfelie, and cuery
oneof his pofteritie,1.Cor,3.22. Whether it be
the world,orlife, o deash, whether they lﬂctbing:
prefent , or things tocomse, allare yours. Now,
the right way of knowing this one benefite,
is this. When God vouchfafith meate,
drinke,apparell,houfcs, lands,8c. Wee muft
not barely cenfider them as blefsings of God,
for that very heathien men, which know not

chriftian experience makes manifeft. And if
fo it fall out,that any manin temptation , ap-

Chrift,cando: but we muft acknowledge and!

Dan.r.9.

efteomethem asblefsings s proceeding from

the!
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Of the right knéix/edge

heloues vs in Chrift:and procured vato vs by
the merit of Chrift crucified:and we muft la-
bour in thispoint to be fetled and perfwaded:
and {0 oftas wee fee and vfe the creatures of
God for our owneberiefit, this point fhould
comezoour minds. Blefsings corceived apart
from Chrift , aremifconceiued : whatfoencr
they arc in themfclues » they are no blefSings
tovs, butin, and by Chrifts merits. There-
fore this order muft bee obferued touching
carthly blefsings. * Firft, we rnuft haue partin
the merit of Chrilt : and then fecondly, by
meanes of that merit, a right before God, and
comfortatle vfe of the thing wee enioy. All
men that haue and vfe the creatures of God
otherwife, as gifts of God, but not by Chrift,
victhem but as flat ufurpers and theeaes. For
this caufe itis not fufficient for vs generally &
confufedly , ro know Chrift to be our Redee
mer ; but we muft learre to fee,know and ac~
knowledge him in cuery particular gift and
blefsingot God.If men,vling the creatures of
meate and drinke, could, when they behold
them, wichall by the eye of faith, behold in
themthe merit of Chrifts pafsion,there wold
not be {o muchexceffe and ryot, fo much fur-
fetting & drunkenneffe as theve is : and if men
could confider their houfes and lands, &c, as
biefsingstothem, and that by thefountaine |
of blefsing,the merits of Chrift, there fhold *
ot be fo much fraud & deceit, (@ much iniuv- C
Riccand opprefsion in bargaining as there is. |
That which I have now faid of meates, |
drinkes,apparcll,muftlikewife be vnderftood |
of Gentry and Nobilitie, in as much asnoble -
birth without new birth in Chrift , is but an
carthly vanitie ; the like may bee faid of phy- :
ficke,{leepe, health, lifertie, yea, of the very |
breazhing in theayre. And togoe yet further, :
inourrecreation Chrift muft be knowne : for
alrcereation {tads in the vic of al things indif- |
ferent ¢ and the holy vie of all things inditie- |
rent, is purchafed vnto vs by the blood of
Chrift. Yor thiscanftit is very nieete, that
Chuiltian menand women, fhould with their
carthly recreation,ioyne fpirituall meditation
ot the death ot Chrift,and from the one,take
occafion to bethinke themfelues of the other.
1t this were practiled,there thould notbee fo
many valawtull fportsand delights, and fo
much abufe of lawfull recreation, as there is.
The third bencfitis, that all crofles, affii-
Gions, and indgements whatfocuer , ceafeto
be curfes and punifhments to them that arein
Chrift, and are oncly meanes of correétionor
tiall, becanfe his death hath taken away, not
fometew parts, tut all, and cuery parcof the
curfe of the whole law. Now, in all croffés,
Chrilt is to be knowne of vs on this manncr,
We maft iudge of ouraffli@ions, as chaftife~
ments or triais, proceeding not from areuen-
gingiudge, tut from the hand of a bountifull
and louing Father; and therefore they muft be

conceiued in , and with the merit of Chrift ;

the fpeciall loue of God the Father , whercby |A '

D

and if we doe otherwife regard them, werake
them as curfes and punifhments of finne. And]
hence it followes, that fubie@ion to Gods
hand inall croffes, is amarke and badge of the
true Church. .

Thelaft benefitis , that death is properly
nodeath,buta reft or fleepe. Death therefore
muft be knowne and confidered,notasit is fet
foorth in the law, but as it is altered and
chinged by the death of Chrift: and when
death comes , wee muft then looke vpon it
threugh Chrifts dexth, as throvghaglafles|
and thus it will appeare to bee but 2 paflage
from this life to cuerlafting life.

Thus much of the merit of Chrift crucified:
Now.followes his vertue, which isthe power
of his godhead,whetby he createsnew hearts
inall them that beleene in him, and makes
them new creatures. This vertue is double:the
firft is the pewer of his death, whereby he freed
himfelfe from the punifhment and imputation
of eur finnes : andthe farae vertue fernethto
mortifieand crucifie the corruptions of our
minds,wils,affc &ions,enen as 2 corafive doth
waft and confime the rotten and dead flefh in
any partof mans bodv.

The fecond is, she vertue of Chrifts refurve-
Etion,which is alfo the power of his Godhead,
whereby heraifed himfelfe from death to life:
and the very fame power feruethto raife thofe
that belong to Chrift, from their fins inthis
lite , and tromthe graue in the day of the laft
indgement, Now rhe knowledge of thisdou-
ble vertue, muftnot be onely fpeculative, that
is, barely conceiued in the braine , batit muft
be cxperimentall ¢ becaufe we ought to hane
expericnceof it in our hearts and liues,and we
fhanld labour by allmeanes pofsible , tofeele
tlie power of Chriftsdeath, killing & morti-
tying our finnes,and the vertue of his refurre-
&ion, in tiie putting of fpirituall life intovs
that we may beable to fiy ,, that we live not ,
but thar Chrift lives in vs. This was one of
the moft execllent and principall things
which Panl fought for,who faith: 1 hase conn-
tedall things lofic,and doe indge themsto be dung,
that I might know bim, andebe vertueof his re-
Jurrettion, Phil.3.8.10. And he faith that this
is the right way 10 know andlearne Chrift, o
caft off the oldman , which is corrupt through the
deceineable lufts,andto put on the new man, which
#screared in righteonfneffe and true holine(fe, Eph.

21240
4 Thethird benefit, is tho example of Chrift.
We deceiue our felues. if we thinke that he is
only to be knowne of vs as aredeemer, & not
as a fpectacle or parrerne of all good duties, to
whichwe cught to conform our felues, Good
men indeed, that have beene, or in prefent are
vponthe earththe fermants of Ged , moft bee
followed of vs:but they muft be followed no
otherwifc then they follow Chrift,and Chrift
muft be followed in the pracife of cuery gocd

duty that may concerne vs, without excepti-
on fimply and abfolutely, 1. Cor.11.10

Qur
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i the framing of ourinward & fpiriruall life, i
orin the pradtife of outward & morall duties. |
. Conformitie of fpiriruall life is, not by do- |
ingthat which Chrift did vpon thecroffe, an.d :
afterward,but a doing of the like, by a certain.:

I kinde of imitation. And it hath foure parts. |

The fitftis,a fpirituall oblation. Foras Chriftin
the garden , and vpon the croffe, by prayer |
made with ftrong crics and teates, prefented "
and refigned himfelfe to bea facrifice of pro-|
pitiationto the iufticc ofhis Father for mans '
Ganeifo muft we alfoin prayer,prefent and re- |
figneou felues, out fonles, ourbodies, our
vndetftanding,will,memorie, affc@ions,& all
we haue,to the feruice of God, in thegenerall B
calling of a Chriftian, and in the particular |
calliugs, in which he hath placed vs. Takean
example in Danid; Sacrifice and burnt offering |
(fuith he)ehon wonldft not but eares thow baft pier-
ced unto mesthen faid Lloe,1 come: 1 defire to doe |
shywil O God;yea,thy law is within my heart, Pfa.
40.7. The fecond is,canformity inthe croffe two
waies.For firft,as he bare his owncrofle tothe
place of execution : o muit weasgood difci-
ples of Chrift, deny our {clues,and take vpall
the croflcs & afflictions that the hand of God
fhall lay vpon vs. Againe,we muft become like
vato him , in the crucifying and mortifying
the body of finne , which we carry about vs.
Gal,5.24. Theywhich are Chrifts,bane crucified
thic fleth with the affettions and luft thereof. We
mult doe as the Iewes did,wee muft fct vp the
croffesand gibbets whereon we are to falten
and hang ¢his flefh of ours : thais, the finne
and corruption that cleanes and ftickes vato
vs,and by the fword of the fpirit, wound it e-
uen todeath. Thisbeing done,we mull yetgo
further, and labour by expericace to fee and
fecle the very deathofit,& to lay itas ic were
in a grave neuer to rife againe: and theretore,
we fhould daily caft new moulds vpon it. The
thicd is, a fpirituallvofirreltion, whereby wee
thould by, Gods grace.vfe means that we'may
eucry day”more & more come outof out fins,
as out of a loathfome Zraue; to line vito God
in newnefle of life, as Chrift rofe from his

manto come out of the graue or rather dun-
geon of his finnes , this workecannot be done
at'once, but by degrees , as God fhall giue
grace. ‘Confidering we lie by nature dead in
ou fins, dnd [tinke 1n them as loathfomeccari-,
ot figtk wemuft beginto ftirreour feluesasa
manthat comes out of a fivowne;, awakened
by the Wword and voice of Chrifts founding in
our déafc eares;fecondly,we muft raife vpour
i better ftate and conditian , aswee

¢ tox3ife vpour bodies : after l;ky"g,wc muft
putoutof the grave, ficlt onchand, thenthe|:

Our conformity wich Chrift ftands cither A that in the day of iudgement wee may "bee

graue. And becaufc it isan hard matter fora |D

wholly delivered from all bonds of corruptio.
The fourth part is, a @irituall afeenfion into
heauen, byacontinuall ¢levation of theheart
I and mindc to Chrift, fitting at the right kand
of the Fagher, as Paul faith, Phil, 3.20. Hare
| .yosr connerfation in heanen: and ,Col.3.1.Ifye be
7ifen with Chrift feckethofe things that are abone,

Conformitie in morall dotics, is either ge-
nerall or fpeciall. Generall,isto be holy as he
istoly. Rom. 8. 29. Thofewham he knew before be
bath predeftinsse tobe like the image of bis fon;
that1s, not onely in thecrofle, but alfo.in helix
nefle and glory. 1,10b.3.3. He which hath this
bape, purifiesh himfelfceuen as heds prre. .

Speciall conformitie,is chiefly in foure ver-
tues; Faith, Loue,Meckenefle, Humilitie.

We muft bee like him in faith. Foras ke,
when he apprehended the wrathof God, and
the very pangs of hell were vpon himi, wholly
}ﬁaied himfelfe vpon the aide,belpe, prote&i-
on, and good pleafure of nis Eather , euerito.
Ithelalt s fomult weby ateue and linely faith
depend wholly on Gods mercy in Chrilt, as it
were with both our hands; it peace, in tron.
ble,in life, and inthe very pang of death :.and:
‘we muft nt. in any wife letourhoidgoe s no
Lh(l)lu gh weg, fhould feele opr felues defcend to:
ells i 0ie Sy
“We muftbe like him inmegkeneffe. Azah:
11. 29. Learne of me,that ] am viceke andlowly, .
His meekenefi¢, fhewed it felfe‘in the patient
bearing of al iniurics & abufcs, offcred by the
hands of (infull and wretched men, andin the
futfering of the curfc of the Jaw,without gruds
ging or repining,& with fabmifsionto his Fa-
thers will ingll things.Now the more we fol->
low him hercin,themore thal we be conforma.
ble to him in bis death and pafsion, Phil. 3.10.

Thixdly,be.mult be our example in lowe  he'
loucd his enemies more then himfelfe. Epb.g;
2. Walkg inloue ensnn as ChriftJoued vs,and hath
gitnen bimfelfe forvsan ablasion gnd fucrifice.of &
| weet fmelling fauonr vnte Gody, The like loue
| ought we to thew,by doing fesuice to all men
in the compaffe ot our calling, and by beeing
all things to.allmen (as Paui was) that: wee'
might doethem all the goodswe can, both for
body and foule, 1.Gor.0.19. boda

Lafting, wemuft follow-Chyiftin huwsititic;:
whereof he is a wonderfull fpe@acle , -inthat
being God ,the became man for vs: and-of &
‘man, became a worme thyt is troden wnder:
foote, that he might faue map; Phil 3. 5.0 Let
the fame minde bee inyou thas wasin Lefus (hrift,
who being in the forme.of Gy Jommbled bimfelfe,
andbecame.obedient tothe deaspyenen tothedeathi:
of thecroffes, i+, - Tebe - i

Andhere we muft obferuejthat che example. |
of Chrift hath fomething more in itthenany;

.

othér. “Thiis done,wemult doe our i
as fe weré vpon our knges, at the leatt-to pur
one fogte out of the fepulcher . of finne, the |
ratlier Whe wee fee our felues to Haug one |

fuoge of the body in the graue.of theéarth,/

other pleihachor car have:s: for icdoth:
notonely fhew.ys what we ought to doe' (as:

| the examples of ether men dae) but it is aired
\medig againik many vices, abd amatine td mas!
[(ny good dutigs-Firtt of all the fexiqus confidex
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rationof this, that thevery Son of God him- (A
felfe fuffered ail the paines and torments of
hell onthe croffe for our finnes , is the proper

and moft effe&uall meanes to ftirre vp our

hearts to agodly forrow for them. Andthat
this thing may cometo paffe, encry man muft

be fetled withont doube, cthat he was the man
that crucified Chrift; thathe is to be blamed
as well as Jndus, Herod, Pontins Pilate,and the
Tewes : and that his fins fhould be the nailes,
the fpeares, and the thornesthat peirced him.
When this meditation beginsto take place,
bitternefle of fpirit, with wailing and mour-
ning takesplace in like manncr, Zach.12.10.
And they fhall looke vpon bim , whom shey haue
pierced:andthey fhall lamens for kit as one lamsen-
serhfor bis onely fonne, Peterinhis firft Sermon
ftrooke the Iewes as with a thunder-clappe
from heauen,whenhe faid vnto them, Te bane
crucified the Lordof glovic , fo at the fame time
3. thoufand men were pricked in their hearts,
and faid, A.2.37. Menandbrethrenwhas fhal
wedstoefaued? Againe, if Chrift for our fins
fhed hisheartblood, and if our finsmade him
fweate water and blood; O then why fhould
not we our felues fhed bitter teates , and why

fhonld not onr hearts bleed for them! Hee
that finds himfelfe (o dull and hardened that
the pafsion of Chrift dothnot humble him ,

isin a lamentable cafe, for there is no faith in

the death of Chrift ¢ffe@uall in him as yet.

Secondly, the meditation of the pafsion of
Chrift, is 2 moft notable meanesto breede re-
pentance and reformation of life in time to
come. For whenwee begin to thinke, that
Chrift crucified, by fiffering the firt and fe-
cand death, hath procured vnto v$ remifsion
of all our finnespaft, and freed vs from hell,
death, and damnation: thenif there beebuta
fparkeof grace in vs , weebegintobe of ano-
ther minde, and to reafon thus with our
felues: What? hathtt.e Lord beene thus mer-
cifoll vatomee , thatam inmy felfe but a fire~
brand of hell, astofrce me from deferued de-
ftraction,& to receiemeto fauour in Chrift ?
yea, nodoubt hehath ; hisname be bleffled

herefore: I will ot therefore finne any more
as I haue done, but rather indeanour hereafter
tokeepe my fclfe from cuery ewill way. And
thas faith purifies both heart and life.

Thirdly , when thoutt inany paine of bo-
dy or fickeneffe , thinke how light thefe are
compared to the agony and bloody fweate, to
the crowneof thorries and nailes of Chrift.:
‘When thou art wronged in word or deede,by
any man,turnc thine eic tothe crofle, confider
how meeckely hee fuffered all abufes for the'
moft partin filchce,and prayed for-them that

ified him. ‘When thou art tempted with
prideor vain-glory,confiderhow for thy pro-
per {ins Chrift wasdefpifed and'mocked, and
condemned among theeues. “Wh 3

B

elly intreate him, and fhed his blood : and by
thefe meditations, fpecially if theybee min-
gled with faith, thy minde fhall be cafed.
Thus we fee how (briff erucified, istobee
known: and hence arifeth a three-fold know-
ledge;one of God , the fecond of our neigh-
bours,the third of our felucs.
Tonching the firft : if we would know the
true God aright,and know him tc our faluati-
on, we muft know him onlyin (hriff erucified,
Godinhimfelfe and his owne maieftie, is in-
nifible, not onely to the eyes of the body, but
alfotothe very minds of men ; and he is re-
ucaled to vsonelyin Chrift, inwhomheisto
be feene,asinaglafle. For in Chrift he fettcth
forth & giueshisiuftice, goodnes, wifedome,
and himfelfe wholly voto vs. For thiis canfe he
iscalled the brightnes of theglory, andtbe ingra-
uenformedftheperfoncfthe Father , Hebr.1.3.
andtheimage v[fth:iﬂn.yible God, Coloff 1. 15.
Therefore we muft not krow God, and feeke
him any where elfe butin Chrift: and whatfo-
cuerout of Chrift, comes vato vsinthcname
of God,isa flatidel of mans braine.
Asfor ouragighbours, thofe efpecially that
areof Chrifts Church, they aretobe knowne
of vsonthis manner: Wken we are to do any
dutie vnto them, we muft not barely refpe&t
their perfons, but Chriff crucifiedin them, and
them in Chrift, When Paulpericcuteth fuchas
called on the name of Chnft, hee then from
heauencried;Sanl, Sanl,why perfecnseft show me?
Herethenlet this be marked , that when the
poore comes to vs for releefe, it is Chrilt that
comes to our doores, and faith,I am hungrie,
Tam thirftic, I am naked: & let the bowels of]|
compafsion be in vstowardsthem:astowards
Ctirift, vnlefle we wil hearc that fearefull fen-
tence in the day of indgement,Goeyecurfed in.
10 bell & .1 was bungry,andye feddeme not Iwas
naked,andye didnot cloath me cic. Masth 25.42.
Thirdly, the right know I dge of our felues,
arifeth of the knowledge ot Chrift cracified, in
whom, ard by whom, we come to know fiue
fpeciall things of our felues. The firft , how
%ricuons out finnes are, ard therfore how mi-
erable weare inrcgard of them. If we confider
our offences inthemfelues , andasthey are in
vs,we may foone be decciued,becanfe the con-
fcience being corrupted, often erreth in giving
teltimony, and by that meares, makethfirnc
toappeare leffe thenit is indeede. But if finbe
confidered inthe death and pafsion of Chrift,
wherof it was the caufe,and the vilenes there-
of meafured by the vnfpeakable torments
endured by the Sonof God: and ifthe great-
nesof the offence of man be efteemed %lhc
endles fatisfattion made to the juftice of God,
the leaft finne thatis , will appeare to beafin
indeede, and that moft gricnous and ougly.
Therefore Chrift erncificd muft bee vied of vs|

defircof reuenge inflame thine keart, thinke
how Chrift gaue himfelfe to death to Gue his

enémics, euen then when they did moft cru-

asa or looking glaflc , in which wee|

Al.5.4

may fu'ily takeaview of our wretchednesand
mifery,and what we arc by nature. For fuchas|

the pafsionof Chrift was in the eyes of men,

fuch
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fuchis our pafsionor condition in the eyes
ofGod : and that which wicked men did to
i Chrift, the fame doth finne and Sathan to our
i very foule.

The fecond point is, that men beleening
in Chrift, are not their ownor Lords of them-
! felues,but wholly both body and foule belong
to Chrift, in that they were giuen to him of
Godthe Father, and he hath purchafed them
with his ownebloods 1.Corinth.3.13. Yee are
Chrifts, and Chryft Gods. Hence itcommeth to
' paffe(which is not to be forgotten that Chrift
 efteemeth all the croffcs and afflicions of his
. peoplesas his ownz proper affli@ions. Hence

againe weemuft learne , togiue vp our felnes
both-body and foule to the honour and fer~
‘uiceof Chrift, whofe weare.
i Thethirdis, thateuery true belecuer, not
!as heis @ man,bur as he is 4 new man,or a Chri-
ftian, hath his ‘becing and fobfilting from
Chrilk: Wee are menshers of his bodsesof bis flefh,
andof his bone, Ephef.5.30. In which wordes,
Panl alludes to the {peech of eflam, Gen.a,
23.Thon art bowe of my bone, andflefh of sy flefh;
and thereby he teacheth,thatas Exe was made

doth the whole Church of God , and euery
man regenerate, {pring and arife out of the
blood that ftreamed from the heart and fide
of Chrift crucified:

The fourthis, that all good workesdane of
vs, proceede from the vertue and merit of
Chrift cracified : hee is the cavfe of them in vs,
and wee are the caufesof them, inand by him.
Without meee (faith he. Joh.15.5.) yee candoe no-
thing: and,Euery branch that beareth not frat in
me, marke well,he faith, in mee, bee takethaway
Toh.x5.2

The fifthpoint is, that we owe vnto Chrift
an endleffe dcbt. Forhe was crucified oncly as
our furetie and pledge , andinthe fpectacle of
bis pafsion we muit confider our felues as the
chiefe debters, and that the very difcharge of
ourdebt that is, thefinnes whichareinherent

of aribbe taken out of the fide of eddams , fo |,
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as they ought. The Fryers and Iefuites in
their Sermonsatthis day, commonly vfe the
pafsion as ameanesto irre vp pitie and com-
pafsion towards Chrift, who being fo righte-
ousaman, was fo bardly intreated, and to in-
flatae their hearersto i hatred of the Tewes;
and Judas , and Pontsus Pilate, that put our
bleffed Samour to death ; but all this may bee
doneinany other hiftorie. And the feruice of
God which in that Church ftands now in
force by the Canons of the Councel of Trent,
defaceth Chrift crusified, in thatthe pafsions of
Martyrs are made meritorious, and the very
wood of the croffc their onely belpe : and the
virgin Marythe Queenc of heanen,and amother
of mercie;who inremifsion of finnesmay com-
mand her fonne: and they giue religious a-
doration to dumbe crucifixes, made by the
hand and artof man. !
The common Proteftant likewife commeth
fhort herein for three caufes. Firft , where-
asinword they acknowledge him to be their
Sauiour that hath redeemed them from theit
euill conuerfation,yet indeede they make him
a patrane of theiy fimnes. The theefe makes him
therecciuer, the murderer makeshim his re-
fuge,()the adulterer(be it fpoken with reue-’
rence vato his Maiefty) makes him the bawd.
For generally men walk on intheir cuil waies,
fome liningin this finne, fome inthat, and yet

| foralchis,they perfwade themfclues that God

ismercifall, and that Chrift hath freed them

| fromdeath and damnation. Thus Chrift that

came to abolifh finne , is made 2 maintainer
thereof , and the common pack-horfe of the
world,to beare encry mans burden.Secondly,
men ase-content to take knowledge of the
merit of Chrifts pafsion for the remifsion of
theit finnes, but inthe meare feafon, the ver-
tue of Chriftsdeath in che mortifying of fin,
and the blefled example of his pafsion, which
ought to Lefollowed & exprefied in our lives
and conuerfations, islittle or nothing regar-
ded. Thirdly,men viually content themfelues

lly and confufedly to know Chrift to

invs, were the proper caufe of all theendleffe
paincs and torments that Chrift endured, that
hee might fet vs moft miferable bankrupts at

this his vnfpeakable goodneffe,if wee docbut
once thinke ofit ferionfly, we muft needscon-
fefle that wee owe our felues, our foules, and
bodies,and all that we hane,as a debt due vato
him. And fo foone asanyman begins to know
Chrift erugified, he knowes his owne deb, and
thinkes of the paiment of it.

Thus wee fee how Chrift is to be knowne:
now wee fhall not neede to take much exa-
mination whether this manner of knowing
and acknowledging of Chrift, take any place
in the world or no: for few there bee that
kuow him as they ought. The Turke encn at
this very day knowes himnot, bat ashe was
aProphet. The Iew fcotneth his oroffe,. and
'paffion. T Popifh Churches, thoaghin word

libertie from hell,death and damnation. For |py

ithey confeffe him , yet dothey not know him 1

be their redeemer, ncuer once fecking in cue-
ry particular cftate and condition of life, and
ineuery particular blefsing of God, tofeele
the benefitof his pafsion. Whatis the canfe
thatalmoftallthe world liue in fecurity, ne-
uer almoft touched for their horrible fiones?
Surely the reafon is, becaufe they did neuer
yet ferioufly confider , that Chrift inthe gar-
denlay groneling vpon the carth, fweating
water and blood for their offences. Againe,all
fuchas by fraud and opprefsiou, orany kinde
eof hard dealing fuck the blood of poore men,
neuer yct knew that their finnes drew out the
heart blood of Chrift. And proud men & wo-
men, that arepuffed vp by reafon of their at-
tire,which s the badge of their fhame, & neuer
ceafc huntingafter ftrange fathios,colider not

that Chrift wasnotcrucified in gay attire, but
naked,that he mightbeare the whole fhame &
curfcofthe law for vs, Thefe & fuch like,whar
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focucr they fay in word, if wee refpe the te-

nout of their lines , are flatte enemies of the
croffe of Chrift , andtread his preticus blood
vnder their fecte.
Now then, confidering this fo weighty and
fpeciall a point of religion is fo mnch negle-
| &cd, O man or woman, high or low, young or
| olde,if thou haue beene wanting this way,be-
| gin for very fhame to learnes and learning tru-
|1y to kyow Chrift crucified. That thou maiftat-
taintothis,behold him often, notinthewoo-
{dcn crucifixe after the Popifh manner, but in
! the preaching of the word , and inthe Sacra-
| ments, inwhichthou fhalt fee bim orucified be-
forethine eyes,Gal.3.1. Defirenothere vpon
earthto beholdz him with the bodily eye, but
locke vpon him with the eye of true and live-
ly $aith, applying him and his merits to thy
{elfc as thine owne, and that withbroken and
bruifed heart ;asthe poore Ifraclits ftung with
fiery ferpents enenito deaths beheld the brafen
Serpent. Againe , thoumuft looke vpon him
firft of all asa glaffe or fpeftacle, in which thon
fhalt fee Gods glorie greater in thy redempti-
on, thenin thy creation. In the creation ap-
peared Gods infinite wifedome, power, and
goodneffe: inthy redemption by the pafsion
of Chrift , hisendleffe juftice and mercie. In
the creationthou arta member of the firft 4-
dam,andbeareft hisimage: in thy redemption
thou art amember of the fecond e4dam. In
the firft thonarr indued with naturall life , in
thefecond with fpirituall. In the firft thou hafk

of egdam: inthefecond thou haft thy begio-

of Chrilt. Laftly, inthe firft God ganelife, in
commanding that to bee, which wasriot : in
the fecond hee giueslife , not by life , butby
death, enenofhis owne Sonne. This s the my-
fteric, whichthe Angelsthemfelues defire
tolooke into, 1.Perii.12. Secondly, theu
muft behold himasthe full price of thy redemp-
tion,and perfe@ reconciliation with Godsand
pray carneftly to God, that he would feale vp
the fame in thy very confcience by his holy
Spirit. Thirdly ; thoumuft beholde Chrift as
an example, to whomthou muft confirme thy
felfe by regeneration. For this caufc giue dili-
gence, thatthon mailtby experiencefay, that
thou art dead, and crucificd, and buried with
Chrift, and that thourifeft again with himto
newnefleof life : thathe'enlighten thy mind ,
and by degrees reformes thy will and affedti

ons, and giues thee both the will and the deed
incuery good thing. And that thou maielt not
faile inthis thy knowledge, reade thehiftorie
of Chriftspafsion , obfcrue all the parts and
circumftances thereof, and apply them to thy
felfefor thy full conuérfion. W hen thou rea-
deft that Chrift wentto the garden, -ashis cu-
{tome was, where the Iewes might foone at-
tach him, confiderthathe went to the death
of the croffe for thy finnes willingly , & notof|
conftraint; andthattherfore thoufor thy patt

in the perfon of Eue,’ thy beginning of the rib |-

ningasthouart born of God out of the blood’

A fhouldeft do him all feruice freely, and frank-
ly.Pfal.110.3. When thou hearcft that inhis
agonie his foule was heauie vato death, know
it was for thy finnes, and that thou fhonldeft
much move conceiue heauines of heart for the
fame: againe,that this forrow of his is ioy and
reioycing vato thee, if thou wilt belecue in
him; therefore Panl faith,1 fay againe,reioyce
in the Lord. When thcu readef thatin the
garden he prayed lying groueling on his face
fweating water and blod, begin to thinke fe-
riou{ly whatan vafpeakable meafure of Gods
wrath was vpon thyblefled Sauiour, that did
proftratc his body vpon the earth,, and caufe
the blood to follow:and thinke thatthy finnes
B! muft needs be moft hainous,that brovght fuch
bloody and grievous paines vpon him. Alfo
thinke it isavery fhame for thee to carry thy
headto heauen with haughtie lookes, to wal-
low in thy pleafures, & to draw the innocent
blood of thy poore brethren by cpprefsion&
deceit,for whom Chirift fweat water & blood;
and take an occafion from Chrifts agonie, to
lay afide the pride of thy heart, tobe afhamed
of thy fcIfe,togriuein heart, yea cuento bleed
for thine owne offences,cafting down & him-
bling thy felfe with Ezre, faying, Ezra9.6.0
my God, lam confounded and afhamedto lifs vp
mine eyes vnto thee,my God:for mine iniquities
are increafed, & my trefpatle is growne vp in-
toheauen. When theureadeftthat Chrift was
¢ | takenand bound , thinke thatthy very finnes
brought him into the power of his enemics &
werethe very bonds wherewith hee wastyed:
thinke that thou fhouldeft hane beene bound
inthe very fame manner, vnlefic he had beene
afuretie and pledge for thee: thinke alfo that
thou in the felfe fame manner art bound and
tyed with the chaines of thing owne finne,and
that by nature thy will ,affe@i6s,8 whole fpi-
rit is tyed & chained to the will of the diuel, fo
as thon canft doe nothing but that whichhee
willeths laltly,think & belecue that the bonds
of Chrift ferue to purchafe thy libertic from
hell, death, and damnation. Whenthou hea-
reft that hewas brought before Annas & Cai-
aphas,thinkeit was meete, that thy furety and
pledge, who was to fuffer the condemnation
due vntothee, fhould by the high Prieft, asby
the mouth of God, be condemned: and won-
deratthis, thatthe very coeffentiall & eter-
nall Sonne of God, cuen the very foucraigne
Tudge ofthe world,ftadsto be iudged, & that
by wickedmen; perfwadingthy felfe that this
fogreat confiufion comes of thy fins, Where-
upon beeing forther amazed at thy fearefull
eftate,humblethy feifein duft & afhes, & pray
God fo to foften thy ftonic heatt , thatthou
maift turne to him, & by truc faith lay hold on
Chrift,who haththus exceedingly abafed him
felfe, that his igndminy may be thy glory;and
his arraignment thy perfedt abfolution. When
lthou readeft that Barrabas the murdererwas

l referred before Chrift , thongh he exceeded
th mea and Angels in holinege ; thinke it

‘was

e
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was to manifeft his innocencic , andthat thy |A
very finnes pulled vpon himithis fhamefull re-
proch s and inthuv?:r thy caufc he was eftec-
med worfe then Barabas , thinke of thy felfe
asa moft heynous and wretched finner , and
(as Pamlfaith,x.Tims. 1.15. )theheadof alfinners.
When thou readeft that hee was openly-and
iudicially condemued to the: curfed death of
thecrofic,confider what is the wrath and furie
of God againft finne,and what is his great and
infinite mercy tofinners and inl this fpetacte
look vponthy felfe, and withgeaanes of heart
cry out, and fay, O good God, what fettc(t
thoubefore mine eyes? I,cuen Ihaue finned ,
¥ am guilty & worthy of damnation. Whence
comes this change , that thy blefled Sonnc is
in my roome, but of thine vnfpeakable mer-
cy? Wretchthat Iam, how hauc I forgott:
aly elfe, and theealfo my God? O Sonne of
God , how low haft thon abafed thy felfe for
me? Therefore ginemegrace O God,that be-
holding mine ownt eftate in the perfon of my
Sauionr thus condemned , Imay deteft and
loathe my finnes that are the caufe thereof,
and by aliuely faith imbrace that abfolution
which thouoffereft me in him, who was con-
demnedinmy fead and roome. O ILefus Chrift
Sauiour of the world, giue me thy holy and
bleffed Spirit, that I may iudge my felfe, and
beas vile and bafcin mine owne eyes, as thou
walt vile before the Iewes:alfo vnite me vato
thee by the fame {pirit , that inthee I may bee
as worthie to beaccepted before God,asIam
worthyin my felfe to be detefted for my fins.
When thou readeft that hee was clad in pur-
ple, and crowned withthornes, mocked and
fpit vpon , behold the euerlafting fhame that
is due vato thee, and be athamed of thy felfe; |
and inthis poiat confirme thy felfe to Chrift, !
and be content(as he was)to be reproched,a=
bufed, anddcfpifed, fo itbe fora good caufe. |
‘When thoureadeft that before his crucifying, ‘
he was ftript of all hiscloathes, thinke it was,
that hee being naked, might beare thy fhame
on thecroffe, and with his moft pretious and
rich nakednefl coucr thy deformitic. When
thou readeft the complaint of Chrilt, that he
was forfaken of his Father, confider how hee
foffcred the pangs and torments of hell asthy
Elcdgc and furetie. Learne by his vnfpeaka-
le torments what a fearefull thiwg it isto fin
int God, and beginne to renounce thy
feife ,and todeteft thy (innes,and to walkeasa
childe of light , according to the meafure of|
grace receiued. When thou commeft todie,
“ct before thine eyes Chrift in the midde(t of
all his torments on the croffe ¢ in beholding
of which fpecacle to thy endlefle comfort ,
thou fhalt feea paradifc in the middeft of hell;
Godthe Father reconciled vtotheee,thy Sa-
wiour reaching out his hand vato thee tore~
ceine thy foule vato him, and hiscroffe as a
ladder to aduance it to eternall glory. Wher-
as hee cried alond with a ftrong voice at the
! point of death, it wasto fhew thache died wil-
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 lingly without violence or conftraint from a-

| By creature , and thatif it had fo pleafed him;
hee could haue freed himfelfe from death;and
Thaue caft his very enémics to the very bottom
of hell. When thou readeft that hee cont-
mended his foule into the hands of his Fa-
ther, confider that thy foule alfo(fo be it theu
wilt beleeue in him) is delivered vp into the
hands of God, and fhall bec preferucd againft
the rage and malice of all thine enemics 5 and
hereupon thou maicftbe bolde to commend |
thy fpirit into the hands of God the Father,
When thou readeft of his death, confider that
thy finnes werethecavfe of it, andthatthou
fhouldet hau d the fame Hly,vn-
leffe the Sonnc of God had come in thy
roome: againe, confider hisdearhasaran-
fome, and apprehendthe fame by faith as the
meanesof thy life: forby death Chrift hath
wounded both the firft and fesond death, and
hath made his croffe to beathrone er tribu-
nall feate of iudgement againft all his and
thine enemies. When thou readeft of the
trembling of the carch at the death of Chrift,
thinke with thy felfe, it did inhiskinde, as it
were groane vnder the burden of the finnes of|
men inthe world : and by his motion then, it
figoified that euen thouand the reft deferued
rather to be fwallowed of the earth and to go
downinto the pit aline, thentohaue any pare
in the merit of Chrift crucified. When thou
reade(t of his buriall, thinkethat it was to ra-
tifie hisdeath , and to vanquith deatheuento
his owndenne. Applic this buriall tothy felfe,
and belecue that it ferues tomake thy grauea
bed of doune, andtofree thy body from cor-
ruption. Laftly,pray to God that thou maicft
feelethe power of the fpirit of Chrift weak-
ning and confuming the body of finne, euen as
adeadcorpsrotees inthegrauc till itbe refol-
uedro duft.

When thou haft thus perufed and applicd
tothy felf the hifbory of the pafsion of Chrift,
goe yet further , and labour by faith tofce
Chrift crucified in all the workes of Godei-
therin thee ot vponthee. Beholde him at thy
tableat meate and drink, whichis asit were a
liuely fermon,anda daily pledgeof the mercic
of God in Chrift. Behold him in all thinc affli-
&ions, as thy partenerthat pitieththy cafe &
hath compafsion on thee .« Beholdhim in thy
moft dangerous temptations,in which the di-
uel thundereth damnati, behold him I fay as
amightic Sampfon bearing away the gatesof
his enemies vpon hisowne fhenlders, and kil-
ling more by death thé by life,crucifying the
diuill,cuen then when he s crucified, by death
killing deathsby entrance into the graue, ope-
ning the graue and giuing life tothe dead, and
inthe houfe of death fpoiling him of all his
ftrength,& power. Behold him inall the affli-
Qionsof thy brethren , as though he himfelfe
were naked,hungry,fick,harbourlefle,and doe
vnto themall the good thoucanft as to Chrift
himfelfe. If thou wouldeft behold God him-
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{zlfc; looke vnto him in Chrift crucified, who
is the ingraucn imageof the' Fathers perfon ;
and know it to beaterriile thing in‘the time
of the trouble of thycconifcience y to'thinke of
God withiout Chritt; in whofe facéthe glory
of Godinhis endlefle mercy is to bé feene,a.
Cor.43i6: Ifthouwouldeft come’ts God for
grace;. for comfort, for faluation,for dny blef-
(infi-come fitf to Ghrift hanging bleeding 5
dyingpon the eroffe; without whom thert is
no-heating God ; ‘Ho-helping God’; nofauing

Coals

God,né Gud totheeatal:Ima wordlet Chirilt

- ] AOfg ;i{e'ff’_‘gbtknmle;{ge, &

A bealthings without exception vntothee,Cel. l
| 3.11. For when thou praycftfor any blcfsing‘
| either temporallor fpirituall, beit whatfoeuer
jitwill becor canbee, thou muft aske irat the|
| hands of God the Father by:the merit and
| anediatid of Chrift crucified. Now look aswe
| aske blefsings at Gods hand, fomuft wee re-
- ceive them of: him; and as they are receined,
muft we poffeffeand vie them daily , namely,
|tasgiftsof God to vsby the merit of
‘Chrift: which giftsforthisvery caufe,muft be|
wholly imployed tothe honourof Chrift.
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