HOVV TO LIVE,
AND THAT VVELL:

IN ALL ESTATES AND TIMES,

SPECTALLY,

V Vhen helpes and comforts faile.
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To the Reader.

O O D Reader, if thou wonldeft bee fanedbyfaith in Chrift after death, thou muff
bere bius by it before death : andfaith for the time of thislife, hathewo great vfes,

SRR

I The firft 35 vo cut off worldly forrowes andcares. It ssthecommon fafhionof men, 1o

5 ,\A wmlesply theircares ont of meafure, andthereby to maketheir lines moft miferable,
j e For, firfe of all, befides neceffarie labours, they take vpen them many needleffe and, e

0 | perfluons bufine(fés, Secondly, their manner is ,to care ot onlyfor the labonrs to be

@ ag R done, but alfo for the enent andfucce(fe of their labours , that they may alwases pro-
 per, and newer be croffed : but this care belongs to Godalone, Thirdly, they content not themfelues with
their lot andcondition,but fecke by all meanes toincreafe their eftate,andto make themfelues rich. Lafbly,
they exercife thifelues not only in dsfpofing of things prefent, but sheyforecaftmany masters intheir heads
and plot the fucceffe of things tocome. Now(faith, whenwe hane done the workes of ur callings, according
torhe preferipe of the word of God, faith (1fay) maketh s commendto God the blefling, fucceffe, and
exent thereof by prayer and affiance in bis promifes, not doubting bur hewikl ginevs all things neceffarie. | -
And ifwe want the ble(fing and fucce(Jé we lookefor, yet faithmakes vs torenounce our owic defives, and
in filence to quict onr bearts inthe goodpleafure of God. And thus manyworldly cares are cut off.
Secondly,when & man at bis wits end, knowes not what in the world to doe , besng as it were plungedinto
afeacf miferies,faithgines direEtion and ftaies the minde. For when all temporallthings fasle vs,enen so
the very skinne and lfe, faith preferucs within vs an affiance of the grace and racrcie of God, andhe hope
of life enerlafting. Faith (hewes vs hsdden things not to be difeernedby fonceandreafon. Life enerlafting
15 promifed tovs, bus we dse for allthas : we hearc of the refurrettion,but inthe meane feafon e ot in onr
|graues 5 weare pronounced blefJed, bus yes we are ouerwhelmedwith infinite miferies : aboundance of all
things is promsfed, but for all this we often bunger andthirft : God promiféth to hearevs, andto be pre-
fent with vs, but he feemes oft-times to be deafe( as it were ) at ourcries. Now then comes faith, which
4s the fibflance of things hopedfor, and makes s lift onr minds abong the whole world,to apprebend the in-
wifible andvnfpeakeable things of Gedwhich he bath reucaled and promifedvntovs. Thefe things 1 fhew
more at large inthis fmall Treatsfe fokowing ; reade it as thyleifure , vfeis for thygood, andfecthou be
adoer of them. :

Witriam Perkins.
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N the former chapter the
Prophet complaines and
expoftulates the matter
with God,why the lewes
the people of God,fhould
beoppreffed by the Chal-
deans, the enemies of]|
God. Inthebeginning of

the fecond chapter the Lord makes anfwer to
theProphet, and the effe@ of the anfiver is
this : they fhall certainly be delinered in the
timeappointed, but they fhall not yet be deli-
uered. Vpon this anfwer the Prophet might
haply obie& onthis manner: How then fhall
the affli®ted Iewes be abletoliue inthe meane
feafon? the Lord anfivers by a diftin&ion
thus ; The vniuft man puffes vp himfelfe with
vaine confidence, but the iuft man fhall liue by
his faith,

For thebetter vnderltanding of the words,

fine things arein order tobegexplaned. The

firft , what is meant by the it man. Zuffice
mentioned in the word is two-folde: the in-
fticeof the law, and thic inftice of the Gofpel.

Theinftice of the law, hathin it all points and

parts of iuttice , and all the perfeion of all

parts: and ic was neuer found in any vpon
earth,except Adam and Chrift : theiuftice of
the Gofpel hath all the patts of true iultice,
but it wants the full perfe@ion of patts : asa
childe hathall the parts of a man in theinfan-
cie, though it want perfe@tionof ftature and
tallnefle. And thiskinde of iuttice is nothing
clfe,but the conuerfion of a fianer, with a pur-
pofe,will;and indeanour to pleafe God,accor-
ding to all the commandements of the law.

Thus was Noeiutt, Job, Zacharie, and Eliza-

beth: and thus muftthe iuft man bee taken in

this place for onethat turnesto Ged , and by
grace indeauourstopleafe God, accordingto
the whole law of God in his place and calling.

The fecond point to be confidered, is what

life is here meant? As death is here two-folds

the fielt and the fecond: foislife. The firlt, is
the coniun@ion of the body and foule the fe-
cond is the coniun@ion of the whole man
withGod. The firft,is called natarall, the fe-
cond fpirituall or cternall life : and both are
meant inthisplace. For Paulbrings this very
text toprooue the inftificationof afinner by
faith;and inftificationisa part of (piritual life;

becaufe it is the acceptation of a finnerto c.

ternall life. And for this caufe the Prophet

faith, the inft man fhall lige hauing relation

Hab.2.4.
The tuft man thallliue by his faith,

A

)

not oncly to the time of affli®ion then to
come, but alfo to eternall life. .

| canbe faued by it. Panl thereforein hisowne

Thethird point to be confidered , is what
is the faith here meant: And that is inffifying or
fauing faith ; becaufe we muft line by the fame
faith, whereby we are faned. And faith hath
his effe@ not onely after this life , but alfo in
this life. Wee muft lie firft by it, before we
example expoundingthis text, faith, .Andin | Gl
| #has 1lsne sn the flefh,] line by the faith of the Son
of God, who hath loned me, and, ginen bimfelfz for
mee, .

The fourth point is the conftrutionof the
words;and that istwowaies. The firftisthus,
| Theinft by faith fhallline: the words by fasth be-
ing ioyned vnto the word Iuff. Andthen the
fenfeisthis: Hethat is fuft by faith thall lie
and haue eternall life. The fecond is thus, the
suft fhall line by bis faith: the words by faish be-
ing ioyned to the words fhaltfine: and then the
fenfeisthis: The inft whiles he lives inthis
world, heefhall liue by his faith. This latter
conftruction and fenfe I rather choofe and
embrace , becanfe Panl, euen in this fenfe
bringsthis text, Gal. 3. 11,12 to prooue that
life eternall , and confequently ivftification,
comes not by working according to the law,
but by belecuing , and he makes an oppofiti-
on betwecne liusng by fassh,andlining by workes.

The fifth and latt point to be confidered, is
how aman fhould liue by faith ? becaufe this
laft point is of great momét, 1 wil fpend fome
time in the explaningof it. Thata man then
may liueby his faith, two thingsare required:
the firft, that faithbee rightly conceiued and
grounded in the heartsthe fecond,that after it
is once _conceiued it Reigre and rule in the
heart. That faith may rightly bee conceiried,
twothings are required. The firftis the know-
ledgeof theword of God, for faith ftandsin | -
relationto the word : & the word alone is the
foundation of our faith. Hereupon the word is
called the foundation of the Propbetses Apoftles,
Eph.2.20. Bylight of naturall reafon we vn-
derftand, that the world hada beginning and
was made of God. Yet cannot rea%on breed in
vsacertaine perfwafion of this point, but on-
ly theteRimony of the word of God;& there-
fore itis faid, Hebr. 11. 3. By faithwe vnder-
Jiand that the world was erdained by God, And
this made Danid fay , Plalme 56. 4 InGodl
will praifs bis word, Furthermore,in the Word
three things are to bee knowne, Precepts ox
commaundements , becaufe they teach obe-
diertce : threasnings becaufe they reftraine dif-
obedience: promifes,becanfe they ferue tocon-
firme vsinout obedience. Againe, promifes

are
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are either principall , or leffe principall. The
maine or principall promife is that , in which
God offereth and reuealeth rightcoufneffe and
life enerlafting by Chrift, Within this promife
| is contained the grant of remifsion of our fins
of neceffary patience, of the afsiftance of the
fpirit of God, and of all gifts that are infepa-
rably ioyned with faith. Promifes lefle princi-
pall are concerning delinerances in temptati-
ons,fafetie in dangers, health,wealth,liberty,
peace,&c. And thefe muft all be vnderftood,
withan exception of thecroffe and corre&i-
on:and they fhallfo farre forth be accompli-
fhed as they ferue for Gods glory, and the
good of all them that beleene. Now all thefe
heads and points of the word of God muft be
knowne and that in fome partieular fort, that
amanmay live by his faith.

The fecond thing required for the right
conceiuingof faith,is after the word of God is
once knowne,totruft Godvpen hisword: yeato
depend vpon it,& to build vpon it. This is the
firft and principall worke of teue faith:and it is
called by Paul, Rors.x .5 - the obedicnce of faith :
and itis made the end and fcope of the prea-
ching of the Gofpell : and not without caufe.
For this is the ficft and principall honour of
God to beleeue him vpon his bare word 5 and
thereby to make a confefsion of the truth of
God. This the diuell knew right well : and
therfore the firft thing that he fought to ouer-
throw in Adam, was hisfaith in Gods word :
and the fcope of the fir(t tempration,whereby
he affaultedp our Sauiour Chrift , was teouer-
throw thatfaith & confidence he hadiin his fa-
ther s faying, If thoube the Son of God,command
#has thefe flones be made bread:but this thou calt
not do:therefore thou art not the Sonof God.
Thatthisobedience , which we giucto God
by teulting his very word, may bee right obe-
dierice,itmuft haue fixe conditions. Fir(t of al,
it mufk be abfoluse:for we muft(as it were )fhut
vp outown eyes, & fimply wichout any more
ado truft God vpon his bare and naked word,
and fuffer our felues to be led by it. In natrall
things experience is fitft , & then faith comes
afterward. And Thomas following nature de-
fired firft to feele,before he would belieue. Bur
God mutt be trufted , though that which hee
faith beagainft reafon and experience. Thus
AbrahambelecuedGodagainf? all humane hope,
Rom 4. 18. The fecond condition is,thatthis
obedience muft be fincere. Forwee muft truft
Gods word forit felf;becanfe it isGods word:
all by-refpe@s fetapart. They whichare as the
frony ground, receine Godsword and reioyce
in it:and yet afterward in time of temptation
go awry. The reafon is,becaufe they receinethe
word, and reioyoe in it not properly for it felfe,
but in refpect of honour, profit, or pleafure,
which they looke to reape thereby. Zohn the
Baptift was a birning candle:and the Tewesre-
{#oyced in bis light, oncly in refpe@ of the nouel-
tic of it : and thercfore the holy Ghoft faith;

A
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dition s, that we muft truft God not in part
but 72 his whole word : and therefore many faile
intheirfaith, that arecontentto truft himin
his promifes of mercie and faluation, bu lift
not to beleeue him in his commaundements
and threats. The fourth condition is,that we
muft truft Godin his word,with all onr beares,
that it may take deepe root and be an ingrafted
word. It is not fufficiént for vsto haue ataft of
the good word of God, and toreceiue it with
ioy, valefle we throughly & foundly build and
relye our felues vpon ir. The fift condition is,
that this trufting of God muft bee with an bo.
neft beart, that is, withan heart in which there
isa diftinc purpofenot tofin, but in all chings
todoce the will of God. Thegood hearersare
they which recciue the word wirh an honeft and
\good beart, Luk.8.15.Without this cannoman
pofsibly liue by faith.He that puts away bis good
confesence, makes fhip-wracke of his faith, 1 Tim,
1.19.It is godlines alone that hath the promi-
fesof this life,and the life ro come. And none
canline thelife of faith , but heethatis a inft
man. After that men have made fome good
proceedings,& doknow the word, receiue i,
reioyce in it,and bring forth fome fruits if the
heart for all chis be ewst 5 it will canfe them at
lengthto depart fioms God , by diftrufting or by
denying credenceto the word. The fixth con-
dition s, that the obedience of faith muft bee
\fBable andconftant The Lord faith, Heb.10. 38.
My foule bath no pleafure in them thas withdyaw
themfelues, thatis, which for a time beleeue in
God,and afterward pull backe their feete and
goe backe from their faith.

Seeing this isthe right way to cSceiue faith,
to know the word of God , and to truft him
vpon the fame word, all fach as would liue by
faith,muft haue their hearts kindled with ade
firetodoe the things before named, fpecially
to giue credence to euery word of God. Wee
may not forfakeGod for any creature:now we
forfake him,whé we diftrufthim in his word.
Againe,not to beleeue God,is very Atheifine.
For by this meanes God is made a lyar, ‘and
his glory and maieftie is abolifhed. It is the
greateft part of our glory to beleeue God : as
Chrift faith,Job. 3.33. Fe that recesues his tefti-
mony,pits te bis feale,that godiserueithat is,giues
vato God,as it were,a teftimonial of his truth,
and thereto puts his hand and feale. And what
greater honor canthere be thenthis, thatthe
creature fhould giue teftimony to theCreator?

Thus much of the conceiuing of faith : now
followes the Raigue of faith. The raigne of
faithis, when it beares rule & fway in the hare
& life. For where faith is,there neither thoght,
willyaffection,nor Inft raignes,but faith alone.
It raignes by twoactions. Firft of all,it moucs
and makes vs to attend on the calling of God,
& yield fubic@ion to him in his commande-
ments. Par! faith, Rom. 3.31. that faith effabli-
| heth the law: & one teafon isbecaufe it makes
vs doe that which the law preferibes.Againe,
Paul faith , that his weapons are [piritnall and

5”9 ressyced in it but for a féafon, The third con-
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mightysbringing encry thought in  fubiectiotoGod.: A
Now thefe mightic weapons are the word of
God preached and belecued. Hethatisborne
of God cannot fin, becaufethe feed of Godre-
maines in bim thaz is, the word minglcd with
faith. DN o4b his faithmade him build an Arke
at Gods commandement:after it was made,to
enterinto it , and not to dare to come out of
it, till hebad warrant from God. Abrahams
faith made him forfake his countrey and Kin-
dred ar Gods commandement, & go he knew
ot whither. And that good obedience may
bee performed to euery commandement of
God,faith workstwo things in vsmemory and
| aeention. Memorie,whereby Gods word is laid
vpintheheart , that it may be drawne outto
vie,when occafion fhall be offered. Arrention
is, when faith makes vs ferioufly to confider
and to beleeve that the commandement of
God isa commandement not for forme, butin
truth, and that it doth indeede pertaine to vs.
An example of both thefe aQions of faith we |
haue in Jofeph, who when he was tempted to |
folly of Patsphars wife, ar "ered, Gen. 39. 9.
Shall 1 doe this wickedneffe, AND SINNE
AGAINST GO D? Marke herehow his
minde was filled and poffz(fed withathought
and confideration of Gods commandement.
The fecond a&ion of faith, whereby it!
raignes in the heart,is to eftablith & confirme |
them that beleeue in their obedience, and fub- !
icttiontoGod. And this it doth, by prefen- C
ting Gods promifes to the mind. For by means

B

of them iz werketh foure acionsinthe heart.
Firftofall, it makesvs flie vatothe trueGod !
alone, whoft the promifes are. Secondly, it
makes vsto beleeue thar God bothcan & will .
helpe vs according to ourneede. Thirdly, it |
makes vs to hope for his help, thatis,for good
{fucceffe in profperitic, & deliucrance,or fome
mitigation of our euils in aduerfitie, according
to the tenour of hispromifes. Laftly, though
temporall blefsings faile, it makes vs ftill'to
refton God for mercie & for life enerlatting,
Andthus at all times it makes God to be our
refuge,our caftle, our rocke,andtower of de-
fence. Thus we fee generally how faith raignes.

"Toproceede further, theinft manlives 2 D
doublelife,namely,a fpirituall life, and atem-
porall, and both of them arcled by faith ; as
Iwill plainely manifeft ; Spirituall life, which
is the beginning of cternall life, ftands fpecial
ly in fourc things. Reconciliation with God,
peaceofconftience,ioy of the holy Ghoft,and
newnefie of life. Touching reconciliation with
Godin Chrift, it is reuealed,offered,and giuen
vntovs in the maine promifes of the Gofpel
and in the Sacraments: and it is no way in this
world made ours and holden of vs,but by our
fiith. And in the cafc of our reconciliation
with God, faith hath two a&ions, one tore-
\ceie ity the other toaffure vs of it.

“Touching the firlt, faith apprehends and

receimes reconciliarion on this manner ; Firfk

|nerall faith of the law, & the threatnings the:-

jof, anditiscalled Rom 8.15. the [pirst of bon-|

| dage tofeare ; becanfe it caufeth in vs afightof
! our finnes, an apprehenfion of Gods anger,
| feare of due and deferued condemnation , de-
fpaire of our felues inrefpe of our felues.
This being done,the fame fpirit workethin vs
another faith, called faning or inflifying faith s
and it appreliendeth or receineth Chrift with
his bencfits, by certaine fteppesand degrees,
and they are fpecially three. For firft of all vp-
on a thorough touch and liuely fenfe of our
miferic, there arifeth in the minde an earncft
and ferious meditation of the promifé of mer-
cie,and the benefitsthereinoffered : andit is
called the opening er piercing of the eare, Pfal.
40.6. Then in the fecond place there followes
apurpofe , will, defire aad indeauour to be-
leeuc, vpon confideration of the commande-
ment of God that bids vs tobeleeue andap-
ply the promife to our felues. And furtherthis
will aud defire fhewes it felfe by inftantand
{erious inuocation, whichisnothing elfe buta
flying from the condemning fentence of the
law ,to the throne of gracefor mercie. Thirdly,
aftter this,there followesin proceffe of time, a
fetling and quieting of the minde touching
Chriftand his benefits, vpon fomeaffurance
thereof, wronght and conceiued in the minde
by the fpiritof God. And this thirddegrec is
called a ffablifbed thought. Ifa. 26. 3. On this
manner come we by degreestoreceine Chrilt
for our full reconciliation with God. For
when vpon the commandement o beleeuc,we
doc in any meafure beleeue Chrift to bee our
Chrift, heisour Chriftindeedeaccording to
the tenour of the Euangelicall couenant. Thus
faith apprehending Chrift for ourreconcilia-
tion with God, becomesa vitkorions conqueror
and prenailes againft the Law , Satan, hell,
death, condemnaticn, and all our fpirituall
enemies : and thus euery belecuer is aboue the
Law, finne, hell,death, enenin this life.

The fecond action of faith in the cafe of]|
our reconciliation with God,isto certific and
affure vs in confcience thereby ; and that is
done by a pragticall fyllogifme,, which faith
framesin the minde on this manner :

Hee that beleeues the Gospell, fhall baue alithe
benefits andble(fings of God promifedtheresn.
But 1 beleene the Gospell , and 1 beleene in

C h}’tﬂ H
Therefore the benefits promssfedtherein are mine.
The wsaior o firt partof thisreafon , isthe
voice of the Gofpel : the minor or the fecond
part s the voiceof the beleening heart,which
fubie@eth it felfe in will and affe@ionto the
comandemét which bids vsbelicue in Chrift:
& this is the ac of fpeciall faith.And we may
not thinke that this voice of the beleening hart
isa falfe alarum. For hethattrucly belecucs
hath hisminde and confcience fupernaturally
inlightned to difcerne that kee beleenes: The
third part or the conclufion, isthe foundation
of all our ioy. and fpiritnall comfort. For it

lof all the fpirit of God workes ina mana ge-
)
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containesin it the chiefelt certentie of oura-
doption and faluation that can be had in this
life,namely,the certentie of faith,whence fol-
lowes in a lower degree inthe fecond place,
the certenticthat is by works: And thus doth
faith certifie all fochas truely belecue , that
theyare thechildren of God.

Qutof the former conclufion, or out of the
certainty which is by faith, followes a fulland
linely cestentic of the do&rine of the Gofpel,
worthy confideration; onthis manner. There
is a three-fold certenty: the firft is certenty of
reafon, or of generall faith, when a manby

of thedo&rine of the Bible. This may bee in
the wicked and. vngodly without faith in
Chrift. After this inthe ele@ by a more fpeci-
all worke of Gods fpirit, followes afaithin
Chrift, and the certenticof iufifying or fpe-
ciall faith expreffed inthe conclufion of the
former fyllogifme. Thirdly,after this certenty
of fpeciall faith followes another experimen-
tall certentie of thetruth of tiig Bible , which
alfo faith concludes on this manner :
The datrine which affisres vs tobee Gods chil-
dren, is certenly of God. )
But the dottrine of the Gofpel,belecued or ming-
" dedwith our faith, affieres vs to bee Gods
" childven:. | .
Therefore it is of God.
The maior isgranted of alsthe miner is in cffect
theconclufion of the former fyllogifime, & it
isknowne by an experience of that fpirituall
comfort whichthe godly feele in their hearts,
The conclufionfers downe the certenty of the
Bible vpon a further ground , thenany wit or
learning of man canattaine voro without the
fpirit of grace, namely, vpon aninward affi-
rance of our reconciliation with God. Ofthis
certenty our Saniour Chrilt fpeakes notably,
Toh.7.57.1f any manwill do msy Fatherswill, that
is,belegueit, and fabiect himfelfe to it, be fhal
know [namely, by that comfort which he fhall
feelc vpon his fubie@ionJof the dottrinwhether
it'bé of God, or whether. 1 fpeake of msy felfe. And
Panl faith, 1Cor, 2.15. that the fpiritwall man,
thatis,onc regengrateby the fpiritof God, ixd
geth 4l things.Hence it followes, that fuchas

to'bee goad and profitable ftudents in
tie, mult firlt of all humble themfelues,
aiid indeabiour in their hearts truly to beleeue

experience of the cerrentic , and confequently
of the vafpeakable excellencie of the Bible.
Thas then wé fee, how wee aretoreceiue,
hold,g jnioy et teeanciliation with God in
Chrift, by no other thing within vs,buc by the
meanes of our faithalone. Andthgrefore we
muft ate fpeciall care,that we may by the vie
of good meanes atfaine toa liuely faith, And
for this caufe we muft do two things : firflt we
areto labour to be conuicted in confience of
the certenty of the word. This done,wemuft
then fubieét our wils to the commandement

force of argument is conuicted of the certenty |

defireto be fetled fortheir religion, & fachas |

m Chrilt. Becaufe hénce followes the beft |

A

B

“

C

of God that bids#s beleenein Chrift: wee
muft bewaile our vnbeliefe : wee muft firine
againft the fame, and pray vnto God tocen-.
firme and increafe our faith, by cltablithing
oar hearts in his loue.

The fccond part of fpirituall life, is Peace of |
confesence ; which is nothing elfe buta conftane
and ftable tranquility of minde,when the con-
{cience doth not accufe,but excufe : and when
neither hell, death, condemuation , nor any
danger is feared ouermach. This peace was in
Dausdywhen he faid. Pfal 3.5.1laidme downe
andlept androf¢ againe , in the midftof mani-
fold dangers. This peaccisof great excellen-
cie, for it is the peace of Godl:jt isone part ofthe
kingdeme of God: it paficthall vnderftanding :
itisin ftead of a guard tokeepe cur heartsand
minds in Chrift. Now this excellent peace
fprings out of faith » whereby we belceue our
ceconciliation with God. Rom.5 1. Being infls.
| fied by faith,we bane peace with God. 2 Chron, 20,
20.Trufbinthe Lordandye fhall befecure. Y ea ag
our faith is,fo is our peace : linely faith, lively
peace;conttant faith, conftant peace ; faich in
life,peace in life;faith indeath,peace in deaths
fo as we may fay with Simeon, Luk,2.29. Lord,
wow letrefF thow thy fernant depart in peace,

The third part of fpirituall life,isthe soy of the
boly Ghoft: & that is,toreioyce in God,becaufe
e is our God, and in Chrift becaufe he is our
Chrift. And this kind of ioy is not taken from
vs,or abated inaffli@iods,but rather inereafed.
Rom,5.3.Weresagoein svibmlasions. And, Fieb.
10.34. Tee endured the [poyling of your goods with
ioy. Now ,our faith in the promifc of life is the
mother & breeder of this foy,which arifeth of

frames in the mind;1 belicuestherfore the blef-
fings of God promifed in the gofpel,are mine.
Thus faich S.Peter, Belecuing ye resoyce with ioy
vnfpeakable & glorions. Again;the cotinudce &
increafeof our faith,js the increafe of thisioy.

. The laft pat of fpirituall life , is #ewneffé of |
Ufe and conuerfation,whereby we are borne a-
new,and made new creatures:not becaufe the
fubftance of body and foule is changed', but
becaufe theimage of God is reftored. Now
this change both for the whole and forthe
parts thereof,is by faith. Touching the whole:
Men as they are new creatures hane their be-
ginning from the word of prefife,, or from
Chrift crucified,who is propedided in the pro-
mife,and that as the faid wordvor Chrift isap-
prehended by faith. e x5.9.Xomr bearts besng
pirifiedby fasth. 1. lohn 3.3. Heewbich baththis
hope purifiesh himfelfe, 1 Per. 1. 22. Your fonles.
are purified inobeying the trnth. And againe, Be-
wgborne anew of sheimmortall fesdeof the word,
.. The parts of newnefle of life are fpecially
three. True wifedome, goodaffc&ions,goed
worKes. - True wifedon:c is to aduifc of good

things, andto vfe good meanes for the exccu-
tion thescof. This wifedome arifeth of onr
faith in the word of God, Danid faith, Pf.119.
98,99, Hewaswifer thew his teachers, and wifer

that happie and blefled conclufian that faith |
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then the ancient: and he renBersthe caufe ther-

of from the worke of his faith; For thy reftimo-

nics ave euer withme,co they are my meditations.

Outof the fame fountaine fpring all good af-
fe@is. The Joue wherby we loue God comes

of our faith,belecuing the loue wherwith God

louethvs. The perfwafion of the forgiuenefie
ofmany finsin the womanthat wathed Chrift

hisfeete with her teares, canfed her to fhew

much loueto Chrift. Godly forrow,when the
heart is gricved properly for the offence of|
God,arifeth of faith apprehending and belec-
uingthemercy of God in Chrift. Andin eue-
ry goodworke , there isa three-folde action
required. Firft, there is required ana&t of ge-
nerall faith,which is to belecue,that the work
to be done in his kinde pleafeth God. What/o-
exier is not of fasch is finne. The fecond isana&
of iuftifying faith,which isto purge the heart,
and to canfe it to bring forth the good work to
be done.Pf.116.10.1 belcened,therefore I fpake.
The third isalfo anaé 6f inftifying faith, that
is, when the worke is donc, to apprehend
Chrift, whoby his merit is tocouer the defe&
ofthe workes : becaufe no worke ofours can
pleafe God without remifsion of finne.

Thus newnefle of life with all parts thereof,
hath his off fpring of our faith. Yea after that
amanisonce madeanew creature,faith giues,
him hislife and fenfé: faith istheeye of the
minde,whereby we behold Chrift in the word
and Sacraments. By this faith Abraham faw the
day of Chrift andreioyced. With this eye womay
fafficiently behold Chrift;:and bodily fight in
this cafe is not neceffary for the:time of this
life: therefore Chrift faith, Tohi20.29, Bleffed
are theywhich haue.not fecne , andbane belsened.
Againc,faithis the hand of the foule, whercby
we may holden Chrift, and receiue him with
all hisbenefits. It is the mouth of the heart,
whereby we foed on Chrift, eating his body &
drinking his bloodto eternall life. Tt isthe feet
oftthe foule,that makes vswalke with God, Laft-

B

ly,itis a meanes to bring vs into familiaritie
with God. Foritis an eare whereby we heare
God fpeakto vsin his word;anditis as it were
the tongue of the foule, whercby we fpeake to
God by inuocatioti of his koly name. = >
To gocyet further,fpirituall life ismoft ofal
manifeft in affli&ions and temptations, in the
bearing whereof faithreignes: and that bya
three-told action. Firftofall, it makesvs to
depend on Gods promifes , and to truft God |
without limitation. For it doth not limit God'
toany fet timeof deliuerance; but leauesallto
God,Ifa.28. £6.-Hethat belcénes doth not make
bafte. Daniel,Dan,g 10. waited 70.yecres for
deliuerance out of captiuitie in Babylon, and'
then finding the time of deliueranceto be at
hand, he priyed to God for the fame. Againe,
faith doth not limit God to any meanes of
deliverance. God made promife to Abrabans
of ablefled feed. For the verifying of this pro-
mife hee gaue him #faac in his old age. This
done, he commands him to offer his only Son

i3
1

A in facrifice. A grieuous croffe : for by this

imeanes all hope is cut off,touching the promi-
Ifed feed. Yet by faith Abrabam il beleenes
'the promife,and that inthe very offering of his
fonne. Laftly,faith doth not limit God for the
meafure of affli@ion. Zob faith,Job 13.15. Hee
will eruft in God,thownghbe kilt hims. It was a geie-
uous affliGion for Danid to be driuzen oyt of
his kingdome by his owne fon,yet m: ark What
he faithin the flight, 2 Sam.15.26. #fheefay,
7 hane no delight inthee, bebold,here 3 ams,let bim
do untome as [hall [eeme goodin bis eyes. The fe-
cond a&ion of faith, is to make vs beleeue the
promifes of God,when we feele the contrary,
& inone contrary to beleeue another. When
we feele our own fins;it makes vsbeleene our
infiification: whenwe feele our wretchednes,
& mifery it makes vs beleene our happinefle :
when we feele nothing but death, it makes vs
beleeue our eternal faluation:when we appre-
hend Gods anger,andfeele him to be ourenc.
mie, it makes vs to apprehend his mercy, and
to beleeue his fatheérly kindnes, When Chrit
wasforfaken of God,he euen then by hisfaith
beleeues God tobe his God. The third attion
of faith in affli&ions, istoaffiire vs of Gods
prefence; and to behold him with theeyes of
faith.Thus Dawidfaith;Pful.16.8.7 bane et the
Lordabyaies before me:for he is a¢ sy right band.
AMofes left Egypt, andfeared not thewrath of
theking ; becanfe be faw hins that was imifible,
When the feruant of Elsfha feared oucrmuch
{the hoaft of the king of Syria that compaffed
the towne:of Dothan, the Propher prayésto
God for him , that his eyes mightbe-opéned,
tofeethe fiery chatrets of the Angelsof God
proteQing him:and we likewifc aretoprayto
God, thar thie eyesiof onr minds may be ope-
ned, to beleeneandto acknowledge the fame
or thelike protection: And thus arc mento
lie by faithin themidft of their afli@ions, *
By this which hathrbetnic faitl, weeare ad~
monithed firft of all to acquaint our felues
withthepromifes of God, as they.are tecor-
dedinthe booke ofthie Pthg:m'):s & Apoftles,:
fecondly, at:all times o build vpon them by
our faith,, and not to fiifferour felues tobee
drawne from them;thorgh all tempqrall blefe
fings of God faile vs, yehealth & lit}‘é ifhife.
This istoarme our felues witha fhicld againgt
all thefierie dartsof the diell, and to put.oha
breaft-place,, that will fatre:the heart andlife
thongh otherwife in'tcmftations we bé grie-
uoufly maimed and foyled. '
-~ Thos much of fpiritaall life. That ouir tem-
porall1if€islcad by faith, I make it thus mani-
feft: Temporalllife # preferued and maintai-
ned by ati honieft calking}’ uery calliig hath
his lag&n’an'd work: ahd the labour of all cal-
lings hatlt thiferie and erouble for hiscompa-
nion andfellow ; and inall thefe faith raignes
andbeares the fway in'them that belécue.
Forthe firlt, that is, for the choafing and
holding of our callings with good confience,

there isrequired a double ¥fe of faich: For we
- - muft
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muft hauea faith, whetby we muft be affired
thatour callings are good, & lawfull in them-
felues: as Panlfaith, Whatfoener is not of faith is
| fime.For the fetling of this faith, this rule muft
bereiembred, that offices & callingswhich
ferfueto preferucthe good eftate ofany fami-
ly,Church, or commonwealth, are lawfull &
of God: becaufe thefe are eftates ordained of
God, aideftablifhed in the commandements
ofthe morall law,fpecially in the fieft,fifth,&
fixt commandemsnts.” Againe, faith is requi-
red, whérby euery man muft beleene, that the
callingin whichhe is; isthe particular calling
in which God will bee ferued of him. For vn-
leffe the confcience be fetled inthis, no good
work can be done in any calling. And for the
better eftablifhing of the conftience, another
tule muft be remembred, That théy whichare
furnifhed with gifts for their callings,namely,
aptnefle and willingneffe, and are thereunto
called or ferapart by men, whom it concernes
to call,are indecd called of God. Thus the El-
ders of Ephefus hauing gifts to feede , and be-
ing not called of God immediately , but by
men , are faid to be made oncrfeers by the boly
Ghoft. And Paul faith , that God committed
notonly to himfelfe, butalfoto Timothy the
minikterie of recoriciliation: and yet was Ti-
methy not called immediately of God, but by
men. And thus,in all other offices and condi-
tions of life,he that hath gifts fit for his place,

whofe dutie itisto call, may affure himfelfe,
that he is called of God, and from this double
faithand perfwalion;that our calling is lawful
init felfs, & lawfull or pleafing God in refpe&
of vs, arifeth an’ affarance of the prefence of
God,andof hisptotedion,whenwe walke in
the dutiesof our callings.

In the labou andwork of our calling,thete
isrequired a double a&ionof faiths The firlt
is, to-otder ot laBdes , chat thiey be done in
goodmanner,thatis,in obedience and togood
ends;thatis,to Godsgloric,and tothe good of

.|men’, with whow we liue. In this r':gpe& is

Nodb faid te bwitd an o Arkebyfaith, and good
inway of prote&tionto make warre with theit
ciemices: arid thus muft euery man of euery
office; callirig, trade, occupation,doe his duty
by fiith. The fecond altionof faich isincur
daily Iibotirs to'reftraine and moderate our
¢are. Men commonly take vpon them a dou:
Bl cart:' one is tb do theworkes and labours
of their callingsjthe othier is to procufe ablef
firig & good futcefleto their forefaid faborirs.
But faithiin Gods word where it raigns,it ftits
vp'the heartsof men onely to the fitlt care,
whichisin the performance of theit pain i
Iabours & daties, and irreftraines themf
the fecond ', caitfing themto leaveitto God
For ‘when' men haue Hone thie datie thiat ap:
pertaines vnto thiem , then faith‘makg{ih)cm
withoutany moreadoe,to waitt fora bléin

on God. To this purpofe the holy Ghol

and isin good manner called therto, bythem |c

Prinices to ordéy thi¢ir common wealths, and | |

A

B

b

faith, Pfal.ss.22. Caft thy burdenon'the Lord,
andbe fball nourifh thee. Againe, Be nothing cave..
| fiull, be in all things let your regaeft be (hewedvnto
Godin prayer ¢ [upplicatson with thanke gining ;
& ,Caftyour care on God.Now this faith,wher-
by we depend on God for the ficcefle of our
labours ; hathaninfallible ground , namely,
that God beft knowes our wants, and he will

giue vnto vs all things which hee inhis wife-

dome knowes to be neceffary. Chrift faith,

Mat.6.31. Your heannly Father knoweth thas
| yom baue need of thef things, that is, food &~ ray.
mnt. Againe,He careth for you:and,Nothin,
[hall be swanting wnto them thas feare God, Ifmen

would by faith buildonthefe promifes, they

thould not need like dradges of the world to

foyle and fpend themfelues, and the beft part
of theirdayes in worldly cares,asthey do:for
they fhould haue a greater blefsing of God

with lefle care,if they would truft him:& they

thould haue farre moge time then they haue,

to care forheauenand heanenly.

Thirdly and lattly , euery calling fince the
fall of Adazis hath mifery and affli®ion to bee
his companion. And for the quict bearing of
themiferie of euery calling, faith isof great
moment. For it workes parience by perfwa-
dingand fetling onrminds in two things : the
firft,that God is well pleafed withvs,and that
wee are reconciled to God in Chrift : the fe-
cond, that al our miferies fhal in the end turne
to our good and enerlafting faluation : and
where thefe two perfwafions take place;there
iscontentation inany eftate.

Thus much for the meaning of the text,
now followes the vfe. The firft and principall
vfe concernes the information of our judge-
ment,in the maine point of our faluation, For
hence Panl hath taught vs to gather , thata
finner is inftified before God by his faith with-
out the workes of the law. And he difputeson
this manner: If a finner be inftifted| by fasth hee is
not iuflified by thelaw o but a finer is inffified by
faith therefore beeis not infbifiedby the law. The
conclufion is propounded in the 11. verfe of|
the 3. chapter to the Galatians. The maior is
confirmed in the 1 2. verfe by the divers man-
nerof iuftifying : The law (faith Panl) inftsfi-
ethby downg , not by beleeuing: andfaith juftifieth
ot by doing Jouis bybeleening, Therainor is con-
firmed jathe 1 1.verfe.by che teftimony of the
Prophet Habacuk; The iuft foallline by bis faish.
Angd wlhieteas the Papilts of our time fay , that
Panlinthis argument difputes onely againft
fich wotkes of the law asare done by nature,

butnotby grace: they erreandare deceined.
For hee oppofeth net workes of riature and
wotKes 6 grace, bit workes and faith, doing
and. beleeuing : . ahd the Prophet faith very
plai nd mitkeit: that the inft man,who
153ddoer of the workes of grace, is iuftified
and ligés not by his workes, but by his faith.
Againlg, where they make a double iuflifi-
cation’; one whereby a finner is madeainft

man, the other wnereby ainft manis made
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more inft: and teach that the firft is by faith
withoutworkes , and thefecond by faith and
workes they erre likewife. For not onelx afin-
ner vaconuerted,but the inft man ftands iuft,&
is itil iuftified by his faich without his workes.
Panl when he alleadged this textknew but of |
one inftification, whether we refpeét the be-
ginning , or the continuance and the accom-
plifhment thereof. .
Secondly, hence may be learned the right
way of reformation of our lines.Inthis refor-
mationtwo things are required:anExaminati-|
onand achange.1f we examine our lines by this
text, we fhal find two maine faults and aberra-
tions in the liues of men, The firft is,that they
reiect and put away the rule of direction that
ferucs for theordering of their liues. Arid this
they doe, when they doe notbeleeue and truft
God in hisword.And we maynotthink, that
this our vnbeleeft is a fmall matter: becaufe

itisamother' finre of all other finnes: andit|

is the principall law of thekingdome of dark-
nefle,not to beleeneGod. Hereupon our enc-
mie Satan endeauoured byall meanes to im-
print this leffon of vnbeleefe inthe mindes of
ou firft parents: and haning effeéted his pur-
pofe, hee euer fince endeauoured to makethis
finne to raigne in the liuesof men, Itraignes
commonly by feuen fpeciall fruits or finaes.
The firft is Atheifme,whenmen deny God and
hisword. Athesfme hathtwo parts: Epicuri-
me and Temporifing. Epicurifme is;whenmen
contemning Gods commandements , threat-
nings, promifes, care for nothing but meate,
drinke, and pleafires. Temporifing is, when
men imbrace religion {o farre forthas they
areforced by lawes & times, & no otherwife.
Thefe are the common finnes of our dayes.
TFhe fecond fruit is Herefiz, and that is, when
mendiftrult God in fome article of faith. This
fruitaboundsinthe luft age of the world : be-
caufeinthefetimes the divel hathreceiued the
herefics of the formerages. The third feuit is,
Apoftafie, and that is When men chaunge their
faith and religion. And this change is made,
whenthiceuil lieart of vnbeleefe caufeth them
to depart from the lining God. This hath pin
the fault of the people.of this land inthe daies
of perfecution. The fourth fruitis Hypocrifie,
whichistomake a fhew and pretcince of faithy
and to want the power of it in honieft & godly
conuerfation:or againg, hypocrifig is hothing

A

B

C
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ingand feel

of Ler, when they heard ofthe deftraion of
Sedomse, efteemed it butas a mockerie. Thus
did the Tewes make aleague withhell and
death,and faid with themfelues that the fcour-.
ges of God fhould notcome at them. Andin
this laft age of the world, men fhall addict |
themfelues to pleafuresand profits, thinking
nothing of any iudgement of God, till venge-
ance befall them. The fixth is,wilfull sgnorance
of the will and word of God. For the diuell
blindes the minds of the vnbeleeners,that the
light of the Gofpel fhine not vnto them. This
is the fault of our common people: who com-
monly hold an opinion, that it belongsnot to
them to know the word of God: becanfe they
arenot learned (asthey fay: ) or becaufe they
haue other bufinefle to thinke on. The lajt
fuitiswerldiines, and thatis, when men mind
nothing buc worldly matters. And thiscomes
of the want of faith in the prouidence of God. | 3
Thefe are the principall froites of vnbeleefe,
whereby itmay eafily bedifcerned and defcri.
edwhereit is. Andifany manthinke himfelfe
tohave a filneffe & perfetion of faith, as ma-
nydoes euenthis one thingis a fafficiet argu-
ment of his vnbeleefe, For it is the firft fteppe
rofaithtofee in ourfeluesthe want of faith,
Thefecond maine aberration in the lines of
men is, that they fct vp falfe rules to order
their lines by: and they are foure. The firf} js
the light of maturaBl veafon, For many are of o-
pinion , thatisis fafficient to the pleafing of
God,ifthey live ciuilly,that is,do inftice to e
ueryman, andliue peaceably,: hurting none.
This isthe blind Dininitic of the world,thatif
they carry themfelues thus and thus, whatfo-
uertheir {innesbe, God willhold them excu-
fed. But they are farre widesforinalife accep-
tableto God, faithisrequired,thelight ofvea-
fon wilnot ferue the turne. Paal faish, Rom. 8.7
1.Cor.3.14. The wifedsmeof the naturall man ss
enmitie to Godiand he cannot dsfcerne the things of|
God. The Pharifees had cinill inftice & good.
nefles yet faith Chrift,exvept yoir infRice exceod|
rbtm,]e cannot enser intothe kingdome of beausn, |
;.. The fecond falfe Rule is fenfe; thatis, fees,
feeling:by this men ly live, If,
We enioy the good blefsings of God ; healeh,]
Wigalth, libertie, péace, honour, good report,
then we cantruft God; butif he withdraw his
blefsings, and prefent himfelfe to vs with an
emptic hand, ,We trult him no'longer, nay we

2,

elfé, but chevibeleefe of the heatr,
ouer with thefalfe appearance of faith.-And
itisthe common fin of thefé timés), -in which
aformall or ¢ iall faith,and ¢ ial
repentance beareagreatfivay. For menmake
the higheft degree of profefsion tha can bee,

when they come to the Lords table; and
yet afterward take to themfelues libertic to
lineand doe as they lift: The fifth feiiit'is, car-
#all fecuririe , when men vpon contempt of |
the iudgements of God,and threatriings ofhis
word,gocone il in their finnes,flattering and

3 efpaire,, and withont feare of |
God, vfe any valawfull meanes toreleeue our
Klues. Though we haue his pretious word,yec
doe we not trulk him vpon his bare andnaked
word,Vles withallhie lay down vatovs fotne
gdod pawne, andmakes vs to fecle and enioy
hisgood blefings. Againe, if any man, that
18 opr friend,make promife of help or deliue-
rafce inany danger,we reltcontént and finde
our felies much cafed thereby : and yet the
promifes made by God in his word of helpe
and. deliverance , thonjh they be often read
Viito V5, and often vrged , breed not the like |

foothing themfelues. Thus the fonnes in law
| —
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contentation. Hethit on his death bed hath
commended his children to fome ' truftie
friend,departs more quicted in minde, then i
he had comended the-without helpe of friend
to God their beft father. A man vpon good
fecurity lends to another an 100, pounds, ho-
ping for the principall with the increafe at the
yeares end ¢ yetdarenot he skarfe deliuer an
100. pence to the poore members of Chrift ,
vp6 the promife & bond of God himfelfe,who
faith,Prow.x 9.17. Fé that gines tothe poore,lends
tothe Lord,& he will returne the faid gifts with
ablefsing.Now all thiscomes to pafle,becaufe
men rather truft them whomthey fee, then
God whom they neuer faw. Moreouer,itisa
property of them that doe indeede beleeue, to
iudge their eftate by fecling : but herein they
deceiue themfelucs: For wemuft line by faith
and not by fecling: and feeling isoften deceit-
full: Becaufe fach as finaily fal away from God
may hauea fecling,or tatt of the good word of
God,and of the potvers of thelite to come.

The third falfe Rule, isfalfe faith, whichis
without or againft the word. Thus the Turke
liues by his falfe faith: the Iew by his, the Pa-
pifk by his; for he beleeues as wel the Traditi-
ons of men,as the word of God, & he puts his
trultnot onely in God, but alfo inthe Crea-
tares,namely, Saints and Angels. Thusalfo do
Magitians, forcerers, witches, enchanters,
whatfoeuer they doe , by a Satanicall faithin
that couendt which they hane made with the
deuill. And fach perfons as aske counfell of
witches and wizzards: called canning men &
womzn:helpe themfelues onely by their falfe
faith. For w'ien they vie charmes or fpels,or
like Satanicall ceremonies , they commonly
find facceffe, & are helped of the euils that be-
tide them. And that comes to pafle on this
manner. [nthe vfe of the forzfaid ceremonies
prefcribed & delincred by witches, they haue
ablind and erronious faith s vpon their faith
followes a Satanicall operation in efte&ing of
the cure defired. Forcharmes and fpels being
but words , haue no vertie inthemto eafe or
helpe man or beatt, either by creation orby a-
ny ordinance ot God inhis word: and there-
fore the effe@ they Haue, is by the power of
the diuell vpon mans faith. Letour common
people think on this , who though they much
boaft of their faithin Chrift, yet whenthey
-arein any extremity; or daunger, very com-
monly pracifc this Satanicall faith.’

The L1t falf rule,is the luff of the beart: and
by this rule doe moft men fquare their lines.
Theluf that commonly rules is threcfold: luft
concerning bodily pleafure , luft of worldly
wealth,lult of honour,as S. lobn faith,x . 1oh.2.
16. Whatfoener isin the world , is the luft of the
| flefh,thelufb of the eyes,andthe pride of life.
| “Thas much of the examination ; now fol-
lowes the change. That wee may change onr
liues inrefpe& of vabeleefe, foure thingsare
required. The ficlt,is that wee muft acknow-
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{ledge and bewaile oar vabeleefe;with the ma-

nifold fruits thereof. And we haue good caafe
todo fo.For by vnbeleefe the diaell crefshis
kingdome inmens hearts, and works his plea-
fure in vs and vpon vs. Secondly, vnbeleefe
corrupts, & defilesall our ations whatfoener,
though otherwife they be goed and lawfull in
themfelues, Panl faith, Tie.1.1 5 thar tovnbeles.
Hers all things are vncleanesyeatheir minds G con.
[eiences are defiled. Thirdly,vnbeleefe depriues
vs of the good blefsings of God which other-
wifewe might enioy. Ifye belcene not ye fhall
not be eftablifbed, faith the Prophet. In Caper-
naum Chrift could not doe great wonders, by
teafonof their vnbeieefe. Laftly , vnbeleefe

plucksdowne vpon men the pl1gues & iudge-
ments of God. Mofes and Aaron were barred
the land of Canaan for their vnbeieefe. A cer-
taine Prince was trodento death in the gates
of Samaria, becaufe he would not belecue the
word of the Lord by the m-uthof Elifha. Za.
charie was damb for a time; becaufe he would

heauy on them,fay prefently they are forcfpc-
ken, andthey cry outon this or that fafps&ed
witch.But fuch perfés are oftendeceived. For
the great witch that doth themallthe hure , is
the vobeleefe of theit hearts whereby they di-
ftruft God in his Word:and this finne alone,if
there were no witchesin the world,is fafficié:
alone to prouoke Godto plague and punifh
vs fundcy waies , and that grienon(ly. There-
forelet vs withbitternes of heart bewaile our
vnbeleefe: and the rather, becaufe it isattep
tofaith toacknowledge the wantof faith.

The fecond thingto be done, is to make ex-
amination wbether we be iu confcience con-
ui@ed of thé certaintie of the word or no. If|
we be wotswemuft labour to be conuinced. Be-
caafe thit naturall atheifme,wherby we doubt
whether the'books of the Prophets and Apo-
ftles bee the word of God or no, hinders the
certainty of faith. For the fetling of the con-
fcience in thispoiat, thefe arguments may be
vied. The fielt; itis aprinciple in nature that
thereisa God: ifthere be a God, nature can
fay heistobe worfhipped: if he be to be wor-
thipped, hehathreuealed himfelfe and his wil
toman, for otherwife he cannot be worfhip-
ped. And thisreuelation is to be found in the
writings of the Prophetsand Apoftles and in
no other writingsof men: becaufe we find the
do@rine of Scripturesto be agreeable tothe
very nature and maicftic of God; and fo is no

is the moft ancient,& all other religionscome
farre (hort of it. It isone and the fame, euer-
more confenting with it fclfe,with out charige
or alteration. The Apoltles agree with the
Prophets: the Prophets with Aofes: and all
with the firlt reuelation made atthe creation.
Againe,(a)itdifcoucrs and rencales the fecret
thoughts of men, thatno arte or learning can
difcouer : and this argues thatit was penned

byhim whois the fearcher efall hearts. The

other do@rine or learning whatfoeuer. Forit |
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fecond argument is 2 wonderfull Exidence of]
thetruth,notto be found inany other writings
in the world. This evidence ftands {pecially in|
cight things. The firft is , that the writers of|
Sceiptures fully & plainiy fer down their own
faults, yea their chiefeft faults, not fparing to
fhame themfelues in mansreafonsand thisar-
gues; that in writing they were guided by the
fpirit of truth. The fecond is,that the booksof
Scripture contain many mifteries aboue the
reachof mans reafon, yet not againft reafon:
becaufe we may difcerne atruth in them, and
that by grounds and principles of reafon. The
third, that the fpeeches of Scripture aime not
at by-refpeéis,but fimply & abfolutely gine &
afcribeall glory to God alone. The fourth is,
thatthe Scriptures containe full and perfect
do@rine forthe pacifying,fetling, & dire&ing
of the confcience in all things. The fifth,isthe
holinesand purity of the law of ofés,in that
itaccufeth and condemneth all men of finne
and prefcribeth perfe rightcoufhefie. Here-
init furpaffeth the lawes of all countries,com-
md wealths,kingdoms whatfoeuer.The fixth,
is the wifedome that appeates inthe policy or
gouermétof the Commonwealthof the Iewes
fer downe by Mofes. The feaucnth,is a recon-
ciliation of inftice and mercy propounded in
the Gofpel. For in Chrift inftice and mercy
meet,& inftice after a fort giues place to mer-
cy. Theeight thing, whereinthe enidence of
truth appeares, is the confent of Scriptures
with it fclfe:for doctrine agrees with hiftorie,
and euery part with eucry part. This manifold
euidence of truth,fhewesthat Scripture is frd
the God of truth. If any fay,that they find no
fich euidence in Scripture, I anfiver,itis their
ownfault:for if they would ferioufly reade the

Scriptures with prayer toGod , it wqgld 1p-

* |peare. Thethird argument, is theefficacie of

the word:which appearson this maner.Gods
word is flat contrary to thenature and difpo-
fition of man:zand yet forall this, whenbeeing
preached, it conuinceth and cond hmen
of fmne , it turneth and conuerteth themto it
felfe , and cavfeth themto line and dye in the
loue and obedience thereof. This could it ne-
uer do,vnlefle it were of dinine operation. The
fourth argument is; thatthe prophets and A-
poftles wrought miraclesfor the ratifyingand
confirming of their doétrine. Now thefemi-
racles furpaffe the ftrength of nature, & were
i diately from God d thereforethe do-
Qrinetherby confirmed was alfoof God. The
fifth & laft,is thatthe writings of the prophets
& Apoftlescontainmany prophecies or Iredi-
&ibsof things to come, that none could fore-
fee or foretell,but God. The name of Jeffes and
his doings are foretold 3 30. yeares beforehis
birth.Cyrus and his doingare mentioned more
than an 100.yeares before he was borne: now
thefeand the like prophecies argue that the
whole do@&rinis of God. By thefe & like argu-
ments are all that inwardly doubt of Gods
word,to fettleand eftablifhtheir confciences.

A
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. Thisdone, then followesthé third point:
and thatis, that wee muft fearch and inqpire
what is the fubftance and fcope of the word
of God. The fcope of the whole Bibleis Chrift
with his benefits, and he isreucaled,propoun-
ded,and offered vnto vs in the maine promife
of theword: the tenour whereof is,that God
will give remifsion of finnes and life encrlafie
ing to fuch as willbeleeue in Chrift. To this
maine promife, God hath added a maine
commandement , which bids vs to beleeue
the faid promife , orto apply Chrift with his
benefits vnto our felues. Now thenour third
dutieis, to fubie@ our hearts and wilsto this
commandement that bids vs to beleene in
Chrift, This is the fubie&ion of faith,of which
two things muft be obferued. One is that
this is the firft fubie@ion that we can gineto
God, ro truft him vpon his promife for the
pardon of our finnes,and for cternall life. And
from this fubie@ion of faith, arifeth our fub-
ieQionto the whole word. In Cbrift are all
the promifes of Godyea,and Amen: the lawe
and the obedience of all the commandements
thereof is eftablifhed by faith; without Chrift
no good things can bee done. The fecond
point is, that this fabie@ion s eafie in refpe@
of that fubiecion which the law requires. The
perfe@ obedience of the law is impofsible to
al men except Chrift, yeato fuchasare botne
anew oftthe holy Ghoft , though for the time
of this life, they defire it neuer o earneftly,
Yet faithin Chrilt and repentance is o farre
forth pofsible toall that will and defire it,that
whofoeuer doth ferioufly but will to beleene
and to be conuerted, dothindeed beleeue and
isconuerted , and doth pleafe God, and fhall
not perifh eternally ; although the beginning
of this faith and conuerfion be weake, foit be
in truth and not counterfeit. f/a. 1. 19. 7 Fye
will andabey, yee fhall eate the good things of the.
land, Luk,11.13. Your heauenly Father ginerh
the holy Ghoft to them that defire him. Mat. 1y.
30. My yokess eafic andmy burdenlight. There-
fore let vstrie our felues whether we haue wil
to fubie@ our felues to the word of God, that
bidsvs beleeue in Chrift,neucrthelefle we may
not thinke that this will to beleeue is in our
power. For it is by the fpeciall mercy of God
ftirred vpinthe heartsofthe ele@,by the ope-
ration of the holy Ghoft.

The fourthand laft chingin this change is,
that faith in Chrift or in the word belecued ,
muft raigne and rulein the heart sbringing the
whole man in fubie@ion to the whele word of
God. Andthis faithin Chrift doth : becaufe
whenit isonce fetled in the heart,it worksin

vsafull and fecled faith of cuery part of the |

word of God; namely, of his precepts and of
his threats : Herethen onr dutie is to fubie®
our felues by meanes ofour faithto the whole
word:and to fuffer nothing within vs but ita-

1. loh,;,
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lone to beare fway. This is the will of Gods Let | col 3.8

the word of God dwell in yon plentifislly The good
ground yeelds it felfeand giucs place, thatthe

feede. |
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feed may take deepe root. Tt is a blefed thing
to haue the kingdome of Ged ereced inour
hearts : now this kingdome is erected, when
the word of God keepes all the power of bo-
dy and foule in fubieion. And when our faith
in Chrilt brings our thoughts , affections,
words, deeds, fufferings, in fabie&ion to the
word of God, then weliue by faich.

The third vfe followeth: inthat we areto
liue by our faith, wee are tanght to feeke for
knowledge of the will and word of God,and
daily to increafe inthe fame knowledge 5 fpe-
cially to acquaint our felues with the com-
Imandements of God that concerne vs , with

his promifes,and threatnings. Forfaithis the
lifc of ourfoules, & the word isthelife of faith;
becaufe itis firft kindled and afterward confir-
med by the hearing of Gods word. Again,the
word moderates our faith,that we beleeue not
more then we fhould, or come fhort in belee-
uing. The word therefore that ferues thusto
limit our faith, muft be knowne in his fenerall
heads and points.

Fourthly , hence we learnchow wee are to
carry out felues in greateft dangers, asin the
timeof plague arid peftilence » in the time of
famine,in the time of warre and bloodfhed, in
the time of our laft and deadly fickencffe. We'|
haue then need of great helpe : and the onely
way is then to ftay our felues and eftablith our
heartsby ouz faith on Gods promifes. Itisthe
very fcope of this text to teach this one point
of do&rine tothe Iews, being now opprefled
by the Babylonians. Dansdindanger and Chrift
inthe timé of his pafsion, by their faith com-

.| mended their fpirits into the handsof God.

Of the Martyrs & Saints of God, fome were
by their faith imprifoned, fome racked, fome
ftoned. Faith in perilous times is of great vfe.
Firft when aman is halfe dead,it quickens and
puts life inhim; as Danid faith, Pfal. 119.49.
§1. Rememberthe promife made to thy feruane ,
wherinthou haftcaufedimeto trufi:it is mycemfors
inmy trowble:for thy promife bathquickened mee
Vnderftand here the promife as it wastempe-
redand mingled with his faith. Againe faith in
the times of danger dothasit were fenfe and
copaffe vs with the promifes of God. This may
be gathered by the oppofition that isbetween
thefe wordsand the former. The vninft maz
puffes vp himfelfe, faith the Drophet, or builds
towersof deféce vato himfelf:but the inftman
only beleeues;& that fhall betohim in ftead of
all the towers_in the world. Foritbringsvs
vnder the prefence,wing,& protectio of God,
it makes him to be our fateguard,and cower of
defence: This do@rine is to be thought on the
rather;becaufe,though we now inioy peace &
other blefsings of God, yet our common fins
and efpecially our vabeleefe, cals downe for
the great and grieuous indgements of God.
Moreouer, hence we are taught that euery
man muft haue a faith of his owne , Theinft
man muft line by his O W N E faith, faith that
Prophet. And good reafon,for eucry manisa

Acreature of God,and muft doe his homage to
God by.bileening in him : and becaufe cuery
man hathneed of Chrift for imfelfe : there-
fore muft euery one haue a faith of his owne
tolay hold on Chrift. Jtmay be obicéted,that
fometime the faith of others hathfaued men,
Marksz.5. When Chrift faw their faith,he faidre
the fcke ef the palfie, thy finnes ave forginen thee,
And,lam.5.16.The prayer of fasth (hall fane the
ficke. 1anfwer, thatthe faith of one man may
beameanesto procute health of body and o-
ther temporall blefsings,yea faith vato others;
yet cannot any man recciue pardon of finaes,
B |and eternall life but for himfelfe. Therefore
when itis faid in the ficft place, When hee faw
their fasth, the faithof the palfie man muft not
be excluded but included ; and the place of
ames fpeakes only of the bodily health.
Againe, it may be alleadged,that feeing we
are iuftified by the iuftice of another, namely,
of Chrift: we may alfo be iuftified and faned
by the faith of anether. I anfwer,that the rea-
fon is not alike, becaufe the obedience of
Chrift is both his and ours:his,becaufe it is in
him : ours, becaufé itis applyed vntovs by
God; and reéeiued by our faith : and the like
cannot be faid of the fuith of any other man.
Thirdly, it may be alleadged, that Infants
haue no faith of theirowne,I anfwer,therebe
3.opinions touchinginfants fuith. The x.that
infants haue a&uall faith wrought inthem by
the holy Ghott,becavfe it is faid, Marth.18.6.
Whofoeuer offendeth one of thefe listle ones that be .
leenes in me. But this opinion fcemes to be an
wntrath : becaufe faith prefuppofeth vader-
ftandingand knowledge,which infants want.
Againyit infants receiued to belecue wheé they
areyong, theywould nodoubt fhew it when
they comet: be of yeares, but faichthey fhew
none , vnlesic they attaine vnto it afterward
by diligent teaching and inftruction. And the
placein Masthew may be vaderftood ofmen
of yeeres,who ifthey haue cStrite & hombled
hearts, are little ones beleeuing in Chrift. A.
gaine , childrenafter fome yeercs by good e-
ducation and infbrp@ion; may attaine to fome
knowledge, and confequently to faith. Thus
Tiniothy was brought vp in the Scriptures of
a childe. The fecond opinion is,thatall places
of Scriptures intreating of faith are tobe vn-
derltood of menofyeeres,& thatchildren are
faued by fome other vaknowne and vafpeak-
able way without faith. T fomewhat doubtof
this;becanf® it is faid, Whyfotner beleesethnot,
4 alveady condemned. Againe Withous fasth it is
impoffible to pleafe God. The third opinionis,
that children hane faithvaftera fore : becanfe
the parents according to the tenour of the co-
uenant, I will bee ihy God, and the God of thy
feede , ‘belceue for themftlnes and their chil-
dren; and therefore their faith is not onely
theirs, but alfo the faith of their children.
Hence itis thatthe Scripture faith, Zf the roore

D

be boly,the branches ave koly : and, If yebeleeue,
| your childré ave holy, According to humane law,
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the father and “his heites are but one perfon,
the father conenanting for himfelfe & hischil-
dren:what then fhould hinder,that the father
might not beleeue for his child, and thechild
by the paréts faith haue titleto the couenant
& the benefitsthereof?Itisalleadged,(# )that
by this meanes childrenfhall be borne belee-
uers, and fobe conceiued and borne without
originall finne. Ianfwer: Beleeuing parents
fuftaine two perfons: one, whereby they are
men; and thus they bring forth children ha-
uing mans nature with allthe corruptions of|
nature. Theother, as they archoly menand
teleeuers ; and thusthey bring forth infants
that are not {o muchtheir children asthe chil-
drenof God. And Infants are Gods children
not by vertue of their birth, butby meanes of
parents faith, which intitles them to all the
blefsingsof the couenant. Children proportie-
nally fuftainea double perfon: If they becon-
fidered in and by themfelues, they are concei-
ued & borne in Originall finne.Ifthey be con-
fidered as they are holy,& beleeue by the faith
which is boththeirs & their parents faith,and
cofequently haue by this means titleto Chrift
and his benefits; originall finne is couered and
remitted. Ifitbe faid,that by this meanes all
children of belecuing parents are the children
of God; I anfwere,that we muft prefamethat
theyare all fo; leaning fecret, indgements to
God.To this third opinion I moft encline:be-
caufe we areto iudge that infants of beleening
parents in their infancie dying,are iuftified,&
1 find noiuftificati6 in feripture without faith,
And this hath bin the iudgement of the anci-
ent Fathers. Auguff.ferm.1 4.0f the words of
the Apoltle, How(faith he)doe infants beleeye ?
bythefasthof the paren: 5. by thefaith of parents
they be purged, by parenss fiunes they are polluted.
The body of finme in the firft parents begot themfis.
ners:andthe fpirit of lsfe in the latter parents did.
regenerate themtobe bclceun;.Bernard.epiﬂ.';
faith, Amseng the nations as wany as were efaithful,
sftheywere of yereswebeleeue that theywereclen-

cient for them., Againe, It i meet andfor she ho-
#or of Gad,that towhom age demies their ownfaith,
grace [honld grant to thems a bencfic by the faith of
another.

Thus then it is manifeft, that cuery perfon
muft haue a faith of his owne Hence we leatn,
that the doctonrs of the Romifh Churchetre
and aredeceiued; (2 )whenthey teach, thata
man may reft himfclfe in the faich of his tea-
chers, beleening in fandry things onely as the
Church beleeues ;. though hee know not di-
finQly what is the faith of the Church. A-
gaine, here the Popes pardons fall to ground.
For in vaine doth the Pope by the power of
the keyes, apply the meritorius wotkes and
the fatisfactory fufferings of one man to ano-
ther, confidering cucry man is faved onely by

A |owneturnes. They knew not the popifh do-
&rinc, thatmen might haue good workes e-
nough forthemfelues , and an ouerplus for o,
thers. Hilarie gathereth hence , that one mang

Loodworkes cannot be applyed to another Hierom,

workes: andthat one mans works cannot coner azo.
ther mans fanlts in the day of sudgement. The
fpeech of Zeo may ftop the monthes of the
Papifts. Though(faith he )the death of the Sainss
be pretious in thefight of God, yes the killing of o
snnocent is the reconciliation of the world. The 7igh.
teons hanereceinedcrownes but they haue not giuen
crownes. And thefortitude of beleeuers minifiers
examples of patience bus not gifts of inflise. For the
deaths of them all were prinate or particular: nei.
ther did any of thems by bis fanerall difcharge ano.
thermaus debt : confidering among the fonnes of |
men,Chrift our Lords onely foundin wham all ave
crucified,dead,and buried,and rifen againe, Panl
indeede faith to the Corinthians, zhat be defs.
redrobe beftawedforthesr foules : and, that hee
\[ffers abehings for the ele@: butthis he fpeakes
inrefpect of his Apoftolical miniftery, & not
inrefpe& of any
foremed by him in the behalfe of others, A-
gaine, he faith, 7 bearein mine owne bodythe re.
masnders of the fufferings of Chriff: but thefe re-
mainders are the fufferings which euery man
muft beare for himfelfe. For enerydifciple of
Chrift, muft take vp his owne crofle, and fo
accomplifh the fufferings of the whole myfi-
call body.

Thirdly , by this weelearne , not torelie
on thegifts, foffrages, and prayersof othors:
but to fecke for a fufficient and liuely faith
of ourowne. Thefoolifh virgins, that fuppo-
fed they might haue furnifhed themfelues
with fufficientoyle of the wife Viegins, were
viterly difappointed. Therefore the fpeechof
the Papifts is to bee detefted: namely,hat the
\fiffrages of the liuing that is, their faflings,pray-
ers,almes, maffes, ebc. deethreewases elpe the
deadsbyway of merir andcongruitie, bywayofen.
treatie, and by way of fatisfattion,

Laftly,here we learne, that faith andthe in-
ftice of 2 good confticnce mufk alwaies goe
together. And for thiscaufe i is not faid,that
man Liues by faith, but the iuft man. Letall
Proteftants Icarne and remember this. For
it is Gods. commandement that wee fhould
ioyntly keepe faith and good confcience. And
itisacommon offenceto Atlicifts, Papifts,
worldlings;thht fuch aspretend faith, failein
therighteoufnefle of a good confcience.Some
it may be,will fay,that 1t fhall foffice for them
tocall vpon God when they are dying, andto
dic by faiths I anfwer, chat we muft not oncly
die and be faied, but alfo line in this worldby
ourfaith.
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his owne faith. The wife virgins profeffsed
that they had oyleno more then ferued their

faith, Euery man fhallreceine arewardfor bis owng | 2

workes of fatisfaction, per-|'
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