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Ight Worfhipfull, it s @ thing meft ewident , that the prefent Religionof the
Church of Rome, is anenemse tothe grace of God, twowaies. Firft, becanfe i
exalts the libertie of muanswill, and extennases the grace of God: and thiss ip
dothin fine refpeéts. For firft of allit teacheth, that natsrall free-will of man,
bathin st, not onely a paffiue or posentiall, but alfo an altiue powersor imperfeft
Sferangth in duties of godlineffe; andfomuchthe leffe power is aféribed to the
grace of God, This dottrine of theirs is flar againfEreafin. For the will of man

G sn it [elfe s anaturall thing: andtherefore it s neither fit nor able vo effect any

Jupernasurall atkion—(as-all a &sons of gedisneffe are ) vnleffet be firft of all (as they fay) clenated abowe

bis condition , by the smpreffion of a fupernaturall habise. Andthe Scripture wsuiterly againft this do-
drine,whenit fasth: Yewere once darkene(le, Epbefs.8. We are not fufficient of our felues,to]
thinke any thing of our felues, 2 Cor.3.5. The naturall man (thas 15, he that wanss the Spirit of God)'

canpot perceiue thethings of ,&c. 1.Cor.2.14. Ye weredead in finnes and trefpafies, Ephefa. 1.

Without Chrift, and swithout God in the world, verfur 2. Agasne,Scripture [aithfurther ; thar the

heart of man isflow, Luk,24.25. andvaine, Pfal.5.9. andbard that cannot repent, Rom, 2. soand

ftonie, Ezech.46.%6. andthatthe Iewes were obftinate, their necke asanyronfinew , and their
brow brafle, 1/#.48. 4. andthat it is God who giues eyesto fee,and an heart to vrderftand. Dexs.

29 4. Bythefe reftimonies it is manifeft, that grace doth nos onely helpe and affift our weake nature, but al.

rogerher change the pernerfe qualitic :hnnf,‘van#n}q‘g st from darkeneffeto light, AQ. 8. 18. and, [ from

deatho life, Eph.2.1. Which grace,yybofociier otk wos fofarreforth acknowledge, neuer yet knew whas

the Gofpel meant;nesther did he enerdighfider the words of enr Sawsouy Chyiff. No man comes vito mc N

vnlefie the Father draw him, Job.6:44. Profpcr, The fcheller oS, Au guitine hath a notable faying,

which 1 maruellthe Papsfts of any gime doe not confider. Wee haug{ifaith hes) free-will by nature,
but fer qualitieand condig ;&,in‘uﬁ be chanbg:d by otir Lord IeWys Chriit.

Secondly, fome of the R sfh Relyion anonchtha the efficacie of &fvrf) reucnting grace, depends vpen
the 6o-operation of mans will ; and they affirme, thas the Conncill of Tretit-15,0f this minde : but then to the
gueftion of Pavl,1.Cor.4j7. Whh hath feparated thee?The anfwersmaybe made,] my feife bane done
it by mincownewill, Andt tifhal be falfe which Pay) teacbeth,that b% pofle vellc,the power ef well
willing,ipfum velle,that 3,10¢ alt of well-willing is of God, Phil. . 2 Others therefore placethe effi-
cAcie of grace,sn the congWuitie of fit obseéls and perfivafions : s shongh it were fufficsens to frirr e upthe
bears, and soincline the WIS pivituall massers, and ony weakeneffo might be curedwith fo eafic 2 meds
cine : bnt God is further Jidgo foftenthe heart, Exéih.36.26. to turhethe heart, Luke 1 17. toopen
the heart, 48.16.14. Cranfg out beatss are oner hard,be wound¥them,Cane.4. 9. circamci-
feth them, Dent. 30.6. Yayihe bibileth them, Exeeh, 6.9, Andvwhen tothing wsll doe goodat length,

e ftonig heart, ‘Ezqcblf 1219. to quickehthém that are contrite, Jfa.57.

Y‘Lh(’f% Eph.4i43:E2¢h36.26. ﬂy,{td/v}‘catc anew heart, Eph.a.10.

W s i

Godis faidtotake away
15. Eph 2.5.togincan

Thirdly, they gine vnto Oad % Uinginpene A athions,. & de, & J > Whereby God wils and detey. |

g b A reafees thint the will afpnﬂm il descrmine 3 felfe. o And thus to

b thit &) theindifferencie andindotermination thereof they de-

¢. A ThiFpicames.not’ God bt the willie  felfesis the firf moo-

i b of the Papifts themfelues, that condemne this.

maintasne the [uppofedliberty o
prine Godof his honour and fouera
ser andbeginmer of ber owne actions.
doitrine as a concest, . . :
Fourthly they teach, that the, -grace which makes vs acceptable and grasefnllto God , flands intbein.
wardgsfts of the minde, [becially snthegsfss of charitie. But this is moft falfe which theyeeach ; forchas
ritée is the fulfiling of thelaw.cAnd Paul faith ; we are not vnder the law ,but vider ‘grace; Rom.6.14.
eAudagaine, asmanyas are suflified by the law, are fallen  from grace, Gal.s. 4. Now the grage that
dorh indecde make vs gratefull to God, is the free fanonr and, mercy of God,paraoning our finnes in Chrsff,
aud accepting vs to esernall ife, and not any qualitic in us, as Panl [ignfiethwhenbefaith, we are faned,
ot according to airworkes, but accerding tohss Plorpofe and grace,which is ginen to vs in Chrift before al
times, 2. Tim.1.9. o V:‘ o oo :
Laftly they teach,that the renew @fvill of man, by the gbneral difeitint gpdco-operation of God,can per-
Sorme the distics of godlines withons any fpeciall belp frons G aﬂ){z) new grace. But the Scripture [peaks other

wife By the grace of God, I amthat T am. 1fhud I8oired, yer not 1, but the grace of God which
iswithme,1.Cor.15.10. No man can fay,that Iefusis the Lord,but by the H. Ghoft, 1.Cor.12.34
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Withont ine ye candoe net'iing,eb.15.5 . After ye beleeued,yc were fealed with the fpirit, Eph.

1.13. He which hath begunne this good workz inyou,will finifh it vatill che day of Chrif, Phsl.”
| 1.6. That ye may abound with hope by the verrue of | the fpirit, Rom,15.13.Itis God that workes
inyou the will and the deede,Phsl. 2.1 3. Though the righteons fallhe fhall notbe catt off,, forthe
Lord puts vader hishand,Pfal. 37.24-Incline mine heart tothy teitimonies:turne away minéeics
from beholding of vanity ,and quicken me in thy way s Pfil.119.37.Teach metodoe thy witl, be -
canfe thou aremy God : let thy good Spirit leade men the land of righteoufrefie, Pfal143.10.
Createinme anew heart,renew a right fpiritin me—:and ftablifh me by thy free fpicic, 7/al s 1.
12. Draw me,and I will runafter thee. Bythefe andmanyother places it is enident , that God, after
he hath indued vs with bis [pirit, doth not leawe vs to be guided by our felues, (for then we fhould fall a-
\gaine to our former mifery ) but be diretts vs, heliftsvsvp, he leades vs e confirmes andfuftaines v by
the fame grace, andhy the fame [pivit.dwelling invs, that walking in the way of his commandemsents,we
may as length attainetocuerlafting happincfe.

The fecondway wherebythe Papift [hewes himfelfe to be an enemie of the graceof God is that he iaynes
the merit of workes,as a (on ca [-withthe grace of God,in that which they call the fecond infbsfication and
inthe procuremsent of erernall ife: whereas om thecontrary, Panlinthe article of inflification, oppofech
| grace toworkes  yea o fuch as are the gifts andfruises of the [pirit. For Abraham didgood workes,uot by
naturall freewill but by faith.Feb.1 s .8..And Panl oppofesh suflifying grace to thewarkes of Abrabam,
when be faith; to him that worketh,t hewages is not imputed according to grace. Aud Tit.3.5.
Not of the workes of righteoufneffe,which we haue done,but of his mercie he faved vs. Rows.1 1.
6. Ifbygrace, thennotof workes, orclfe were grace no moevegrace. Augaffine faith wel,that
\grace is noway grace,unleJu it be freely ginen euery way.

Thus then allthings confidered, it s the beft to afcribe allwe bane or can do thar is gesd , wholy to the
grace of God. E xcelent isthe [peechof Augufline: Oncly hoidehisasu fure point of godlinefle,thatno
good thing can come cither to the feafe or mind, or beany way conceived, which is not of God.
And Bernard: The Church fhewes her felfe tobe ful of grace, when fhe giues all fhe hath to grace,
namely,by aferibingtoitboththe firtand laft place. Otherwife, how is fhe full of grace, if fhe
haie any thirg which isnotofgrace? Againe, 1trembletothinke any thing mine owne, that I
miay be mine owne. This doékrine is the fafeft and, the fureftin re(pett of peass of confeicuce,and thefal.
wation of aur foules.So much the Papifts themfelnes berraying thesr owne canje)fay and confel]e. Beltar.
the lefait faith: By reafonof the vacertenty of ourowne iultice , and for feare of fallinginto vaine
glory, it (a) is the fafe(t, to put our whole confidenceinthe alone mercy and goodnific of God.
(#ffanderinhis Gaoke called the Confwlsationof Articles in queftion, to Maximslian the Emperonr, cites
a faying of Bonaucnswre, which is on this manner. It is tac duty of godly mindes, toafcribe nothing
to themfelues,but alto the grace of God. Hence it followes, that how much foener a man giues
vatogeace,though ingining many things tothe grace of God,he takes fomething from the power
of nature and free-will ; he departs not from godlineffesbut when any thing is taken from the
grace of God,and ginento nature, which pertainesto grace,there may be fome danger. Thus then
to holdand maintasne inftification by faish,without workes andto afershe the whole worke of our connerfion
te Godwit hout making any diusfion betweene grace and nature, is the fafeft.

Thefethings 1 fuew more ar large inthis Treassfe following swhich fnow prefent toyeur Worfhip.as afmal
seffimanic of mine bnmble duty and lowe:defiring youto accept ths mindof the giuer,and o pernfeit at your
leafwre, And thya 1 comsmend yokr Worfhip,so the prosection andgrace of Godsn Chrsff. :

Your Worthips inthe Lord,
William Perkins.
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h RRE 1S His whole chapter ‘con-| A

" taines a Sermoa that our!
Sauiour Chrift made to
the Iewes at Ierufalem.
It hath two parts. The

Match. 23. verfe 37,38.
Ternfabem, lerufalem, which killeft the Pnph_et.f ;
bow sftenwould I haue gashered thy children sogether ,
chickens wnder her wings,and ye wonld not 2
Behold, your babitation [bals be left wnto yom defilate.

&
and flonest them which are 2 fent to thee :
asthe henwe gatheresh ber

plaint. In the daies of the Prophet Ifay,
hec faith that when hee had done all that
hee could doe for his vineyard, it broughe
forth nothing but wilde grapes. By the
Prophet Exwhicl, hee fets downe a fong
catal i

firftis a reproofeof the
Iewifh Do&ours,name-

" ly,the Scribes and Phari-
fies, for fandry vices; from the beginning of
the chapter,to the 36.verfe. The fecond isan
Inue&iue againft Terufalem , in the words I
haue now read: Zerufalens, lerufalem,which kil-
left the Prophets, &5c. In-the Inueine, two
thingsareto bee confidered , therebellion of
Ierufalem in the 37. verfe,and the punifhment
oftthisfinne, verfe 38.

Touching the rebellion it felfe, three things
are fecdowne,, theplace and perfons,, in the
words lerufalem , lerufalems : the degree and
praife of rebellion, in thefc words: which kil-
left the Prophets,c5c. the manner and forme of
their rebellion,in thefe words: How oft wonld 1
hans  gathered yon, andye wouldmot 2

According to the order of the holy Ghott,
firft, I will begin withthe place.Itisawonder
thatIerufalem, of all the places in the world,
fhould be charged with the height of rebelli-
onagainft God. For it wasthe Citie of God ,
and had prerogatives abouc all cities in the
world. Saint Past hath noted feven of them.
Thefirltis, thatzheywere Ifraclites : thatis, of
the pofteritic of Jacob. The fecond is, Adsption,
inthat they were reputed and called the chil-
dren of God. The third is, that they bad
sheglory of Ged: thatis, the Mercy-feate; the
pleadge of the pucRaecof God: The fonrth
is, the Conenants : that is, thetwo Tables of
the couenant., The fifth is, thegiuingof the
law , namely, of the indiciall and ceremoniall
law. Thefixth is, the worfhipof God, thepub-|
like folemritic whereof,was tyed tothe tcm-‘
pleat Ierufalem. The feuenth, that to them
pertained the prowifes made to the Patriatkes, D
touchigg the Mefsias. ‘To thefe the Prophet |
Micah addeth the cight priviledge, that the |
firft Church of the new Teftament , fhould
be gathered in Ierufalem , and that confe-
quently, thepreaching of the Gofpel , fhonld |
paflethence toall nations. New, forall thefe

B

C

blefsings and mercics, Chrift our Sauiour cries
outand complaines of Ierufalems rebellion.
And this is not the firft time of his com-

t of his blefsings to this people , and
witl
Hence it appeares,that where God fhewes the
greatcftmercie, there oftentimes isthe grea-
teft wickedneflc and vathankfulneffe, And this
is partly verifiedin thisland : for within the
compafeof this forty yéares, wee haue recei-
ued great blefsings from God, both for this
life , and ferthe life to come, fpecially, the
Gofpell, withpeace and protection : and the
like hath notbeene feene in former ages : yet
there was neser more vnthankfulneffe then
now. Fornow commonly men are wearic of |
the Gofpell, and beginne to decline from
that which they haue beene : and the care to
pleafe God,anddoe his will , is accounted but
acurious precifement of many.

Secondly, hence it maybe gathered, thac
God doth nottye the infallible afsiftance of
hisfpiritto any place or condition of men. If
eucr amy city inthe world had this priviledge,
it was Jerufalem. But Ierufalem » whichwas
the feate and kabitationof God » hadnot this
priuiledge, becanfe it is here charged with re-
bellion againft God. No place therefore nor
conditionofmen, hathit. Itis alleadged, that
;’JOdm}:m:i ml:dc a }’:rc;‘mife ﬁto the order of]

rie{thood:the Priefts Lippes flal praforae knowy -
ledge, andthon hals nqui’ﬁ th:lm’vr a{bia mhotnth.
I anfwer, that thefe words arenot 2 promife,
but a commandement. Fer fometimes words
ofthe Future tenfe arc put for words I mpera-
tiue ; and therefore the fenfe is this, rhe Priefts
lippes fhall keepe, thatis, let them keepe know-
ledge. Againe,ititalleadged thac we are com.
manded toheare the Scribes & Pharifes ; be-
caufcthey iz in Mofeschaire. 1 anfwer, thatthe
Chaireof Mofes is not a place or feate, but the
do@rine of Mofes: amf to this de&rine, I
graunt,the fpirit of God is anaexed, when it is
trucly taught and beleeued. Thirdly, it isal-
leaged , that God hath promifed ¢he Spirit of
#rith, o leade mennso aksvuth, 1anfiwer, that
this promife doth not direétly and abfolute-
Iy concerne all beleeucrs, or all Minifters, but
onelythe Apoftles, to whome it was made:
and not to them for all times, & in all a&ions‘

I, acatalogue oftheir vnthankfulneffe. | *

but

16:5.4.
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their Ap ie, which
the fonnding of the Church of the new Tefta-
ment, partly by publifhing of the Gofpel, and

partly by. writing the Scriptures of the new
iTeftament. Inaword , no Scripture can bee

brought to prooue, that God hath, doth, or
will binde his Spirit to any particular place or
perfons, Here then falls tothe ground, three
popifh conceits.. The firft, though the mem-
bers of the Catholike Church may feuerally
etre; yetthey cannoterre; whenthey are to-
gither ina generall Conncell, lawfully affem-
bled. The fecond , that the Pope cannot erre
in his Confiftorie, The third, that petfonall
fsccefsion, isa mark of the Catholike Church:
which neuerthelefle, may be feucred from the
Spiritof God,as wefee. -

Where our Saviour Chrilt vfeth a repetiti-
on, faying, O lernfalem, lerufalem; heedoth
three things therein,  Firft,hefignifiestherby,
that hie takes it for a wonder , and for athing
incredible , that the Iewesafter fomany blef-
fings, fhould be fo exceedingly vathankfull.
Secondly » he teftifies hercby his owne dete-

ftation of their vnthankfullnegfe. Thirdly, by
thisrepetition,he doth awake the Iewes, and
ftirce them vp to a ferious confideration and
loathing of this their finne: and he doth (as it
wetc) proclaime the fame vito vs. And not
without canfe: fer in vathankfulnes,there bee
two gricuous finnes againft God, falfe witnes
bearing, andiniuftice: falfe witnefle bearing ;
becaufe the vathankefull perfon denies in his
heart, God to bee the fountaine and gucr of
the good things e hath, and he afcribes them
to his:own wifedonic, goodnefle, ftrength,in-
deapour. Iniuftice, becanfe he yeeldes not to
God, thedutics whicahe owes vato him for
his blefsings. .

The fecond point to be confidered is, the
degree of the Iewith rebellion. Daxid makes
three degreeshereof. The firft is, to walke in
the_councell of the vngodly.. The fecond is,
toftand in the way of finners. The thirdis,
tofitdowne inthe. fcoracrs chaire. And this
isthe very top of defperate rebellion, and the
finne of Ierufalem. For wheo Chrift faith,
[which kikeft the Prophets,and fomeft thews which
arefent untothee ] heenotes out three finnes in
this Citie. Impenitencie,whereby they perfe-
ueredin their wicked waies, withouthope of'
amendment : facrilegious and prophane con-
tempt of God, and the meanes of their faluati-
on: cruelty in fhedding of bloed. And by cru-
eltie, I meane not one or two altions of cru-
cltie, butanhabitethercin, and the cuftome
thereof: for the words are thus to be read; Ze-
yufulem killing the Prophets and floning thems that
are fens tothee: where ftoning and killing, fig-
nifienorone a&, but a continuance and multi-
plicationofacts: that is,a cuftome in fhedding
of blood. i ;

Tt may be demanded,how the Iewes fhonld
grow to thisheight of wickedneffe. Ianfwer

byt onely while they,wgrc inthe exccution of | A thus. In euery a@uall ﬁnnc,_thgrc be foure
Blioall it : :

things diftin&ly to be confidered ; ¢he Saniz,
which is the effence of God in any adtion s
theguilt, or obligation to_punithment for the
fault: the punsfbmen it felfe, which is deaths #

and that by the fault or offence: and thisblot
isnothing elfe but a pronencfle to the finne
committed,or to any other finne. Inthefinne |
of our firlk parents,befides the fault,guilt, pu-
nithment, there followed a blot or deformity
inthe foule, which was the loffe of Gods I
mage,and the difpefition of theirheartstoall
manner of cuils. Since the fall of Adam, hee
that commits an actuall offence, befides the
fault, guilt, punithment,imprints in his hearr a
new blot, and thatis an increafe of hisnatu.-
rall pronencile to finne, euen as the dropfie-

man, the more hee drinks, the more he may, &
by drinking he increafeth his thirft. Thos the
Iewes by cuftome in finning , attaine to an
height inwickednes ; becaufe eucry agt of of.
fence, hathhisblot, and the multiplication of
a@soffenfiue, isthecontinuall increafe of the
blot or blemifh of the foule, till the lightof
uature be extinguithed , & men come to are-
probatc fenfc, This mult be a warning to all
men, to take heede lelt they commitany of-
fence againft God inthought, word,or deede,
confidering euery offence imprints a blot jn
the foule,

Secondly it may be demanded, how Ieru-
filem, grownetothisheightof rebellion, can
truly ve called the boly Citie | or the Cityof the
great King. Tanfwer, two waics. Firlt, tnere
were many holy men and women in Iurie and
Lerufalem, that truly ferued God, and waited
fur the Kingdome of Chrift,as lofeph, e Hary,
Zachary , Elizabeth, eAdnna, Simeon, Nicho.
dems, Isfeph of eArimatbea, and many others,
Now a Church is named not of the greater,
butof the better part; asan heape of corne is
focalled, though there bee more chaffe then
corne. Secondly, I anfwer, thatapeople or
Church that haue forfaken GO D , remaines
ftillareputed Church, till God forfake them,
asa wife itting adulcerie , ines ftill
a fuppofed wife, tillher husband give her the
bill of divorcement. Ierufalem indeede had
forfakenGod , but God had not forfaken Ie.
rafalem. For there be preferued fitlthe Tem-
ple, and his woethipiyea, when Icrafalem had
condemned and crucified Chrit, Saint Perer
infpired by the holy Ghoft, faith ttill; To yox
belong the promifes,andto your children, Andle-
rufalem did not vrterly ceafe to beacitic or
Chutch of God, till they contradi@ed and
blafphemed the Apoftolicall minifterie : for
then, andnot before, tie Apoftles withdrew
themfelaes from the Iewes. Here wee fee
a depth of mercy in God: for thaugh the
Iewes for their parts, had deferned a thou-
fand times tobe forfaken, yer God for his

part, didnotforfake them , but fill purfaed
them with mercy. And wecare taught here-

——

by

1,Culpa,
2. Reatus
3 Poena.

blog or [pas, fetinthe foule of him that finneth, |+Macula

Match.ay
53.&. 5.
5

A&,2.38,
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S;, 1ot to giue any fentence of the perfons of 1A'

enilimen. For thoughthey forfake God,yet
know wee rot whether God haue forfaken
them or no. -
Tn'this exampleof Ierufalemsrebellion, we
leatne many things.Ficft,inic wemay behold
the vilenefle of mans nature,and our violent
pronenefle to fin. Forthe Iewesmeant to a-
bolith and quench as much as they could, the
do@rine of faluation ; yeato quench itwith
blood, and whichismore, withthe blood of
the Prophets:and thisfhews,that mandrinks
iniquity;as the fifh drinkes in water.
Secondly,in Ierufalem we may behold the
defperate condition of the Church of Rome
atthis day. Forit followes in rebellion;nay it
goesbeyond Terufalem.If any manwill indif-
ferently confider, it will appeare,that by the
whore of Babylon , is meant , the prefest
Church of Rome:and this whore is faid tobe
druoke withtheblood of the Saints. The lo-
cuftsout of the bottomles pit,go tothe kings
of the earth,to ftirre them vprowarre againft
the Churchof God. And thefe locufts are in
all likelihood,fwarmes of monkessfriats,and
Tefuits of the Church of Rome. Andwehaue
found it by long and much experience , that
they of the Romane Church, haue long thir-
fted for the blood of Prince and peoplein
this land.
Thirdly, we arc heretaught to cxccrgi{c Eur
e

fort to kill vs: for their miniftery muft be d it
were, a facrificing knife, to killthe cldman
invs, that wee may bee an acceptable offee
ring vnto God. .

hence,notto be troubled,ifthey be hatedanid
perfecuted of mé. For this befel the holy pro-
phetsof Ged, & that in the City of Terafilem.

Thethird point is, the manrer orfortmeof
their rekellion. In it T confider foure things.
The will of God,againft which the Iewesre-
bell, wonld:the will of the Iews rebelling,7'¢
wenldnor :the cdcord of beth, Jiwewld yewould
not:the maner of Geds will. He wils their fal-
vatio in loue, 7 wonld bane gathered you as an
ben gatheresh her chickens:in patience,How of¢
would 1} Betore I come to handle thefe points
in particular, I will fet down a generall pre-
amble touching thenature of will.

‘Wil,isa power of willing:nilling,choofing,
refufing, fufpending,which dependsonreafo.
Bypewer , 1 meane an abilitie or created fa-
culty:anditisfo propetly inmen and Angels:
but in God onely by analogie or propertion.
Becaufe his will in bis effence or Godhead in-
decd.Secddly, fay,itisa power of willing,ebc.
Becaufe towill, nill, choofe, retufe, fufpend,
(that is,neither to wil nor to nill Jare the pro-
per efle@s of will,wherby it is known & dif=
cetned.Lattly, ] fayst depends onreafon becanfe
it is incident onely to natures reafomable ; as

felues inthe duties of [ 3
peace toall men. The Prophet Jfay faithsthat
menin thekingdom of Chrift, fhall not apply
their fwordes and fpeares to the hurt of any
as the Tewes here doe, but fhall turne them to
inftruments of husbandric, asmattockes and
fithes. Wherby is fignified that men truly re-
generate,fhalllay afide 2l purpofe and minde
of doing any hurt,and fhal giue themfelues to
doe the goad they can. Againe,he faith;that
the wolfe and the lambe hall dweil together , and
shat there fhall beno bure in all the holy mount of
God. The diuell by'the finne of our firft pa-
rents,of men,made vs beafts,lyons wolues, ti-
gers,beares,cockatrices:and Chriftagaineef
bealts,hath made vs his lambes and fheepe, in
refpe of meckenes and patience.

Fourthly, wee are here taught, not to op-
pofe our felues againft the Minilters of God,
but without pride:and fiercenes, to yeeld fub-
ic@ionand obedience totheir minifteric. [fay
foretels;that in the Church ofthe new Telta-
ment, a little child, that is, Minifters,other-
wife weake and filly men, fhall by their
dod@tine,rule and guide wolues, leopards,ly-
ons;that is, ficty and cruel men by natute.2y
people(faith the Lord)fhall come willingly inthe
day of affembly:and she fhecpe of Chrift beare bis
waice andfollow bim, The lewes arraigne and
iudge the Prophets that are fent voto them :
but we muft faffer them in their miniftery to
arraigneand iudge vs, that we be not iudged
of the Lord. Againe,the Ieweskill their tea-

God,Angel fe,though it goe
againft good reafon,yetisitnot without rea-
fon altogether. When a man knowesand ap-
prooues that whichis good,and yet doth the
contrary ; it is becaufe it feemesgood to him
to doethe contrary. And ineuvery a&t of will,
there are rwe things,Reafon to guide,and Ele-
&ionto affuresor diflent.

Will hath his property, and thatis the Ls-
bertic of the will, which is a freedome from
compulfion or confiraint, but not from all
necefsity. From compulfion:becaufe compul-
fionand wil be contrary,and where compul-
fion takesplace,there wil giuesplace:and wil
conftrained isno wil. Neuertheleffe,willand
necefsity may ftand together.God wils many
things of abfolute necefsity, as the eternall
generation of theSonne, the proceeding of
the holy Ghoft,the doing of iuftice, and fuch
like: & he wils them,with moft perfect liber-
ty of will, Thegoed Angels will theirowne
happines,and the doing of iuftice,and that of
necefsity; for they cannot willto finnc, orto
be in mifery:and all thisthey wil moft freely.
Nay,the necefsity of not finning, is the glory
and ornament of will ; for he that dothgood
fo as heecannot fin, is more atliberty in do-
inggood, then he that cando eithergood or
cnil. Whe thecreature isin thateftate,that it
willingly ferues God ,_and cannot but ferue
God,then is ourpertec liberty. Againe, the
liberty of will, fince the fall of man, is ioyned
withanecefsity of finhing ; becaufe it flandg

chers;butwremuft permit our teact frera

inbondage vder finzin thisrefpedt, itis fitly,
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\cearmed of imgjfine,the bondfree-wil. Wher-
fote we may not imagine in thewill, a liberty
whichisa fre¢dome from all necefsity. That
this'may the better appeare ; let vs confider
thekinds of necefsity. There is a fimple or ab-
\folnte nece(fitse , whena thing cannot pofSibly
be otherwifesthns we may fay,thereis a God,
& hefs righteous, &c. This necefsitie ftands
1 not with the will of the creatare., yet doth it
ftand with Gods wil,in whom anabfolute ne~
cefsity of holineffe and goodneffe is ioyned,
withabfolute freedome of will. Againe, there
isa neceffitie by violence or compulfion,and this
abolifheth freedome ‘and confent of will.

ceffarily vpd a fuppofed antecedent, as name-
ly vponthe determination& decree of God.
This necefsity-and freedome of will;may both
ftand togither. For inthe doing of a voluntary
adtion, it is fufficient that it proceed of iudge-
ment,and haue his beginning from within the
will, thoughotherwife, in refpeét of Gods
will,it be ot vnchangeable necefsitie. The cer-
tentie of Godsdecree , doth not abolifh the
conifent of mans will, but rather order i, and
mildly incline;or draw it forth. And the thing
that is dire@ly contrary to freedome of will,
is compulfion:becanfe it abolifhethconfent.
Thicliberty of will,ftands inadouble power.
The firft is,when it wils any thing of it owne
felfe, to bee apt and able to nill the fame : and
fo onthe contrary:and itis called in fchooles,
the liberty of contradiction. The fecond isswhen
it wills any thing, to bee able to will another
thing, or the contrary. As for example, when
God willed the creation of the world,he conld
hane nilled the fame : and when he willed the
creation of the world, hee could haue willed
the creation of more worlds. And this latter is
called the libersy of contrariety:
Willbythisliberty , isdiftinguifhed from
the inclinations of naturall Agents, which al-
wayes fhew themfelues in the fame manner.
Pat matterto the fire,it burnés alwaies, and it
canpot but burne. Caft vp a ftone into the
aite,itfals downe alwaies, and cannpt but fall
downe.Secondly,wil by this liberty, is diftin-
nifhied from theappetite of bealts: forit fol-
%owcs fenfe,antl in choofingior refiifing kéeps
alwaiésone order: The fheepe flies the wolfes
andall theepe dofo atall times, and in all pla-
cgs. Bees gather hony,and they do foalwaies,
andinall places, andthey ’c’anﬂoc no other-
wife. When the beaftin the field choofeth one
hearb ,and refuféch another there isa thew of
liberty,yet notrue liberty. ‘Forthat which' it
| choofeth or refufethonce, it'choofeth ot re-
fufethalwaics,in the fame manner.
" Thus much of the generall nature of will;
now I come to the points jnhand. The firltis
touchingthe will of Chrift, 2 wosld, ‘Accor-
{dingto the two natures of Chtift, fo bethere
| two wils inhim; the will of his Godhead, arid

A|words are meant of the will of his manhood.

For they fiippofe him heere to fpeake asthe
minifterof ci ifion,and confequently,as
aman. This I thinke is a truth,butnot all the
truth. Becaufe the thing which hee willeth,
namely, the gathering ofthe Iewesby the mi-
niftery of the Prophets,was begunne and pra-
&ifed long before hiis incarnation. Wherefore
(as I take it) here his divine will is meant, or
the will of his Godhead,which is alfo the will
of the Father,and the holy Ghoft.

This will is one and thé fame,as God is one:
yet may it be diftinguifhed on this manner. It
is ither the will of hus goodpleafure, ox s figni-
fying wiil. The truth of this diftin@ion we may
fee in carthly Princes,who beare the image of
Ged. Aking determines within himfelfe ac-
cerdingto his pleafure what fhall be done in
his kingdome, and what not ; this s his will.
Againe, heefignifies fome part of hisfecret
pleafiire to his fubic@s,as occafion fhall be of-
fered:and this is alfo his wil. Euenfo the plea-
fure of GOD within himfelfe,and the' fignifi-
cations therof'to his creature either in whole
or in'part,are hiswill. '

The firft ismentioned, Eph.1.5.where Panl
faith the Ephcfians were predeftinate according
tothe gosdpleafure of bis will. That it may right-
Iy be conceiued of vs, Iwillfet downe foure
things. - The firft is,that this will is Geds pur-
pofe or decree according to counfell.Fot in it
thefe two concurre, hiscounfell, and his de-
ctee. His counfell fees all things, and allthe
caufes of them : His decree determines what
{hall be done,and what vndonerand he deter-
mines according to his owneternall counfell.
Yetis not counfell a rule to his will, For there
is nothing higher then his will, and his coun-
fell alfo is according to his wil which is good-
nefleit felfe. And theicfore by Paul;Counfell
is called thecounfeRof his wikl.

Secondly,in Gods willthere is a Soveraign-
tie, that is, an abfolute power, whereby he is
Lordofall the altions that he willeth,willing
of himfelfe without dependance frd any,with=
ont impedi orcontrol ,whathe wil,
when he wil 8 how he will. Thus muchis fig-
nified inthe parable;nsey I wer do with mine own
a5 [will ¥ And by Paxlalleadging Mofes, I wik
haue merey on whons 1will hane mercy ; teaching
alfo,that we are at Godspleafure,as clay at the
pleafare of the potter.This muftteach vs whe
wethinke or fpeake of Gods works & indge-
ments; tothink & fpeake withmodefty & fo-
briety, with admiration & reuerence,not da-
ringte fearch into thereafon of thE,or thinke
hardly of them,when they found not with our
reafon, cétenting out felucs withthis,that we
know God to haue a foueraigaty in bis will,
to will at his pleafare,and his will robe good.

The third point is , that thewill of God is
the beginning or firft caufe of all things with-
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é‘cco;idly,il) regaid of their goodnes. Thatall
things in particular have their being. fromshe
will of God,as from the firft efficient caufe, I

P !fhew itthus, God is of that powet that no-
{

thing can come to pafiewhichhee nilleth, or
which js vtterly againft his wilzthexfore;what

Al Furtliermore, tbe will of Gadiis;the begin-|

'ning of the goodnes of things.. Fes. 8]
[not firflk good,and then willed.by God ¢ byt ic
is fix(t willed by God, & thys is beeomes goads|
thisis a manifeft troth,T wilnet fidd vpbisds|
may here be demanded,wheneg theenill inthe

ifoeuer comes to pafle, ¢ pafle becau

he wilsit cizher fimply,0r in fomepart. A wife
gouernour of a family, or of anarmy,: having
allthings in his.owne power, fffers nothing
to be done without his will, and hedefires in
the very fmalleft mattersto haue a ftroke; and
nothing hindershis defire,but his own weak-
neffe, which is not incideat to themaiefty of
God., God by an vachangeable prefcience,

. |and therefore by an vnchangeable wilk,he wil-
leththe being of them. For Gods foreknow-
/ledge depends onhis will. Not becanfe Gad
ore-fees things to come, therefore they come
to paffe : but becavfe according to Gods will,
theyarg tocome topafle, therefore he fore-
fes theé.Indeed there s in God,a knowledge
af things that pofsibly.may bee, though they
neucrbe : and this knowledge goes before
1Godsdecree. Yer the dinine knowledge-of
things shat cervenly fhail be,followesthe will
and determination of God.. To proceede fur-
ther ;- Inthat God willeth the becing of all
things,he makes them to be:for his wil is ope-
ratiue,not foucred from his power,but diftin-
guilhed: & his willing of any thing ishisdoing
of it:& therefore it pleafeth the holy:Ghott to
fignifythe wil of God by an operative werd of
comandemEt: /nthebeginnsng God [asd det there
bethis ep shas, and it was {52 now this comman-
ding word was his wiil: Again, Man lines by e-
uerywordef God that is,by any thing that God
inhis pleailire wils to be our food. Things in
refpect of being muft laue dependice on the
will of God, oron themfelues, or on fome o-
ther thing.. Ifthey depead on themfelues for

fore-fees all things that fhall cometo paffe : |

[ snamely fin,hathhisbeginning.: 1 ans
fwer,it comes of the-wil of the declining cregs
ture,and not.from the wil of God- yeris itnot
without the will of God. For though hewill
not fin properly becaufe he hates it : yetdoth
he will the being of itin the world. For ine-
fpe of the counfel of God,it isgood that enil
{houldbe. Arid God wilsthe being of finagos
becanfe it ishis wilto effe&t,prodnce,or giue: 4
being toit, but becanfe bhis will is to. forfake
| his creature,& notto hinder the being of cnill
whe he may:& ¢ thus euillnothindered comes
to pafle. And whercas God forefaw ir inhis ¢
| ernall counfel, and yet willed not to hinder it
i whenhemight, in effic@hewilled the beeing
of it in the werld;though fimply he wilsitnot
The laft pointis,thatthis will of Godsgood
pleafure being hidden from vs, is not the rule
of our actions & of our faith. Mofes faith, Se-
cret things belog tothe Lord ourGod. & things ve-
uealod,1o vs & roowr chsldren.Hence it follows,
that we doe & may ('with a fubmifsion)in our
wilsdiffent from this will of God,before it is
, | known to vs,without fin. Paxlwould,by ver-
e of his Apoftolicall commifsion haue prea-
ched in Afiaand Bythinia, & God would not,
becaufe it is faid,the fpiric withftood him: yec
didnot Pasl fip heremn. One good thing may
differ from another and that which the creas
ture fometime willes without offence, God
| willeth otherwife by his moft righteous plea-
fure. Samuelpraics for Sanl,otherwife then the
fecre pleafure of God was ; bugwhenthe de-
cree of God wasreuealedto him , hee then
ftayed his praying, Here fundry men are to be

-]

their being,they are gods : if they depend on
any athet shing without and befide God, that
thing is godsalfo.It xemainestherforg that all
things & a@s in the world confidercd asadts,
haue their beeing by a dependance on God as
on the highalt caufey, -ox.the canfe, of caufes:
this do@rine muft be remembred. For it is the
foundasion oftrue patience : when wee confi-
der,. whatfoeuer comesto pafle befals vs ac-
cordingto the will of God. Vpon this ground
Iob_aries himfelfe to patience ; and Dawsd
faith, J beld my tonguc and fasd nathing, : becaufe
thou Lord didft it Sccondly,this doGring isthe
meaneg-otall teue comforz, wicnweconfider
thatallour afflictiopsare from the good:plea-
fure of Giod. Thusid phe primitine, Church
.comfart ifelfe, whenit confidered, shar the
| LewesydZerod, Pontiyss Tilate, andthe reft,did

+he conn-

" felhof Gad had deter

Ve e venformablgsnsheimageof G

P d thatreafonthus ; Ifitbethe willof
God that I fhall be faued, it fhall fo be,howfo-
cuer Ilive: therefore Iwillline as Ilift: they
make the fecret will of God ‘the. rule of their
lives which fhould notbe : becaufe the renea-
led willof God is the Law, or the only rik: of
things to bedone and beleoued: ;

.. Thus we fee what the willof Gods pleafure
is,Now this will is not meant im this text, how
oft would {For the pleafure of God canviot be
withftood or refifted, 2/2.46. 30, My counfpll
flrall ftand,and 1 willdoe Al my pleafiires Butthé
‘wil here mentioncdmay be rcfifted,and with.
ftood, 7 wanld;ye sonldnot.,

. ‘The fignifying wil of God is,when he renca-
‘Ileth fome part.and portion of his pleafure, i
far forth as jt ferues for the good of his crea-
ture, & the mapi_feﬂalxion @ lgxi] iu(‘liifg::r m:;:,—f
cysthis fignifyipg will is nt mdecd the will of
[God propq;g{,asxbcwill gf his good pleafore
(s, for i is the cfic @ therof: yer may i tndy be
‘ f;;tﬁqqugxi. a3 the ¢ fle@sofanger withaut

the pafsig ate called anger in God:fo the figne

¥ fignificayis ot his wil may'be toarmed will

#Non
pofitive.

¢Perilla.
tionem,
HuFo,
-malum
quod nos
vultofle |
wulk,

Detit, 19,
29

1Sam,
16.3.

This




]Ram. 124

Gentzg.y

and mans ﬁeeéwi/l A

745

This will is propounded fometime more

plainely, fometimes moredarkely. Itis pro-
pounded more plainely three waies , by his
word, by his permifsion, by his operation.
His word ishis wil,for fo Pas! faith, Pronewhat
4 the goodwilof God, Andit is not his decreeor
pleafare,but his fignifying will: becaufe it ferues
to declar & manifeft what is pleafing & accep-
tablevato God,whatisour duty,& what here-
quiresof vs, if wedefiretocometolife eternal.
Forthis canfe,both the law & the Gofpelyand al
the commandements, prohibitiés,promifes,&
threatningstherof;are the fignifyingwil of god.
For commadements fignifie what we are’to do:
prohibitions,what we are toleaue vndene:p

A

only fonne Ifaac, The end was only to try Abra-
ham,& this end was cocealed,til Abraham was
in doingthe fa®, for thé the Angel ofthe Lord
 ftajed him,and faid.Now I fee Abraham feares
God. And the very commandemét, Offer Ifass,
:feemes to be flatte contrary to the willof Gods
pleafure or decree:for as itappears by theeugt,
ff#ac was not to be {laine:therfore thenot flay.-
11ng of Jfaac was decreed by God. Now then it
| may be laid,why fhold God commad any thing
:ctrary to hisdecree?Tanfwer,thereisana ppa-
s rent contrariety, by reafon the end of the com-
i mandement was concealed; but indeed there is
|none. Foras it was gods decree that Jfaac fhold

mifes,what good he wil do vntovs:thretnings,
what punifhméts are dueto fin.Furchermore,by
reafonof the word,the mini@ery & difpenfatid
therof isGods fignifying wil. For by itGod fig-
nifieshis pleafure touching tnens faluation. Di-
wine permifsion is likewife the fignifying wil of
God.For by ithe fignifiesthat he wil not hinder
the being of the thing permitted: & confequét-
Iy that the thing permitted fhall come to paffe.

Thirdlyseuery operatié or work of God figni-
fies what God wil haue done,& what muft com
to paffe.For whe a thingis done,we know ther-
by whatis & was the plefure of God,cofidering
nothing comes to paffe without his will. When
the fignifying wil is more darkly propoiided, it
isbecaufe fome things appertaining to the faid
will,arc concealed. And by reafon of this con-
cealement, fometime there feemes to be a con-
trariety between the fignifyingwil, &the wil of
his good pleafure: but indeede there is none:&
the end why God doth fo darkly fignifie & pro-
pound his pleafure,is not to hurtor deceive,but
to procure the good of his creature. Examples
of thiskind,there be in Scriptures 3.forts. Firlt
of all,God fometimes propounds a commande-
ment to men,and concealesthe end of the con-
mandemét. For the ends of divine precepts are
3-onc is Obedizze,when God wil haue the thing
cbmanded,to be done precifely asitis comma-
ded:theotheris Trial,whé he wils not thething
comméded to be done abfolutely, but only wils
tomake triall of the loyalty of his creature:the
3-is Cowiitis,when by cdmanding God intends
to couince his creatiire ofdifobrgiéce.'fhus pa-
réts {oetime give preceptsto their childré, that
muftbe done:& fometime again they giue acé-
mandement, the doing wherof they intéd not,
but only intcnd therby to make experiége of the
affetid & duty of their children. And fometime
one man cémands another only in way of con-
vitti6:as whe the creditor faithtothe bakrupe,
pay thy debt,which he neuer looks for,& which
peraduentarc he minds to forgiue, Diuine pre-
cepts therefore be of 3.forts, precepts of obedi-
ence,as the commandements of the moral law,
precepts of trial, & precepts of conniié.Now
when God fignifying will is p dedina

B

I}

jpot be oftered:f0 alfo was it his decree,that A-
brabass thould be tried in cffering of Ifaac. And
withthis decree doth this comidemét accord.

{ For it is a cdmandement not fo much of abfo-
Inte obediéee,as of trial & therfore itisa fit &

conueni€t means to accomplith Gods decree.

The Lord by the hand of Mofes giues a coma-

dementto Pharao, Let the people goe: & yet Geds

fecret pleafure & purpofe was, that he fhold not
letthem goe. Heere,is contrariety in thew,but
indeed nore. For it wasalfo gods decree;to c6-
uince Pharao of rebellion & hardnefle of heart:
and to this end ferues this commandement;bee
caufe properly according to Gods intention it
wasac d of contunétion: though

Pharaofor his part wasto acceptof itasof a

comademétto be obeyed and accomplifhed.

By thisdoétrine the publike Misiftery of the
word receiues a iuft defence.Some are of opini
on,itisa means to delude the world:becaufe in
itacommadementis ginen to al without excep-
tion torepent & beleene,& yet graceto repent

& beleeuc is not.But they are deceined.Forthe

d epens andbeleene,though in

the intent of the Miniker ithauc onely one end;
namely the faluation of all,yet in the intention
& councell of Grd,it hath diuers ends.In them
which be ordained to eternal life, itis a precept
of obedience: becaufe God will enablethem to
do that which he commandeth:inthereft itisa
¢ d of triall or conui@ion, thatto
vnbeleeuers their finne might be difcouered &
all excufecutoff, Thus when the preceptisgi-
uento beleeue, and notthe grace of faith,God
doth not delude, but reproouc & conuince men
of vabeleefe,and that in his iuftice.

The 2. example of the fignifying will of God
dakiy propofided,is when God propeunds his
promifes,concealing the exception or conditio
thereof, Yz fhall rule ouer the fowles of the asre,the
\fifes of the feasc5c. Andof Ierufalemthe Lord
faith, This is myreft for enermore : the promifes
take noplace now; & yetthere is no cotrariety
in Gods will,becaufe the faid promifes muft be
vnderftood with their exceptionssvnlesye fall
fromme, & prouoke mine anger by your fins,

The 3. example is, when God propounds his
th oncealingthe conditiensand (xcepti~

precept,& the end of the precept is concealed,
the pleafire of God is darkely fignified. God
giuesa commandement te Abraham,Offer thine

onsthereof. Iwil,faiththe Lord, deliner yonu no
smore: and it was his pleafare afterward to deli-
uer them again and again. Let ws¢ alave shas myy

wrath
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| wrath wiay wax hot:for 1will confumse them: & he
| fparedth€atthe prayer of Mofes.Yer forty daies
|& Ninine fhal be deftroyed:for al this Niniue was
fpared, & not deftroyed : Wemay nothere fo
much as dreame of any changeor vntruth in
God. Forall threatnings denounced,muft bee
|vnderltood withthis clanfe, Except ye repens &
.turne vatome. And this exception God con-
i ceales,that he may the better terrifie mens con-

A 'things , but in divery refpes it doth will and

! nillthefamething. He willeth the conuerfion
of Hiernfalem , inthat hee approoucth itasa
goodthinginit felfes inthat he commands it,
and exhorts men to it: in thathe giues them
outward meancsof their converfion. He wils
itnot, in that he did not decree effcQually to
worke their conuetfion. For God doth ‘ap-
proouce, & he may require many things, which

{ciences.& fo prepare them totzue rep .
/2. 38.1. The Lord faith by the Prophct to E-
| zechsas,Set thine hau[e i arder for thou fhale dse e
I;m; line:and yerhe lued 15. yeares after. Here
God conceales hisown pleafure, in lengthning
the daiesof Ezechias, and fignifies what fhall
betiiiehim inrefpe@ of nature, and the helpes
thereof. Inallthefeexamples we may not fur-
mife any fraud or double dealing in God. For
he doth not fpeake one thing, and minde ano-
therafter the fathion of hy pocrires:buc he con-
ceales part of his will, & reueales part: and this
hedoth not fer the hure of any atter the man«
{ner of the deceiuers , but for the goodof men,
Thus much for the fignifying will of God:
tow I cometo the textin hand. The wordes,
Twould bane gathered yow, axe not to be vnder-
ftood of the decrec of God, but of his figni-
fying will , and namely of the miniftery of the
word. Forwhen God fent his word to Hieru-
falem by bis Prophets, he therby fignified that
it was his pleafure and willto gather and con-
uercthem. And heis faid o will the conuerfi-
onofthe Iewes in and by his word, twe waies.
Firft, becaufe heapprooued it asagood thing
in it felfe, becing agreeable to his goodnefie
and mercy. Secondly, becaufe he commanded
and required icof themasa duty oftheirs , and
asa thing neceffaric . faluation. Some may
haply fay, itis a point of hard dealing, for God
to command the Tewes todo that which they
canao doc, andto complaine becanfe they are
not gatiicred 3 and that a mafter might as well
command his i;vant to carry a mountaine
vponhis backe, & complaine becaufe it is not
done. Tnfiver thus: It a matker could give to
his feraant power & ability to carry amoun-
taine, he might then command himr todo it : &
ifhe fhould by his owne default lofe this abili-
ty, the faid mafkcr might ftil command him and
complaine,ifhe did not the thing commanded.
And this is the cafe with God. . Forhegaue all
men grace in our firft parentsto obey any of
his commandements :-this grace in them wee
haue.caltaway, & donot.of our felucs fo much
asdefireitgFGod: and God for hispartisnot
bou:d to'glue vsthis.graceagaine. ‘He there-
fore may juftly command vs to turse vato
him,though we now be vnable to turne.
1fwe compure this text with, Efs.6.10.they

may fceme to,bee contrary. For here Chrift
faith, Iwould haue gath:rgfl [you: therc he faith N
Hardenthens that thy be nof gahered andionyer-
ted. Gad therefore feemeth to will aud not to
willoncandthe famething, Anf: Thereis but
ou¢ willin God: yet doth it nor equally will all

helefle for iuft caufes known to himfelfe,
he will notdo. The confizmation of the An-
gelsthat fell, God approoued as a thing good
initfelfe,yet did he not willto confirme the, A
Iudge incompafsion approoues & wils the life
of a malefa®or: and yerwithall,he wils the ex-
ecution of inftice in his death: Euen fo God
fometime wilsthatin his fignifying wil, which
he wils not in the will of his good pleafure,

By this which hath beene faid, wee Iearne,
that where God erc@sth the miniftery of his
word,he fignifiestherby, thathis pleafure is to
gather men to fluation. In this regard the
Prophet Efay faith, Ifs. 49. 23.that the prea-
ching of the Gofpell, 4 banmer difpiayed, that
allnations may come vntoit. All this isverifi-
ed inthis our Englifh nation. For more then
forty yeares hath God difplayed this banner
vnto vs, and more thenforty yeares hath hee
fignified in the miniltery of his word , that his
willisto giue mercy and faluation vnto vs.Firft
thercfore we owe vnto God all thankfulnes &
praife for this endles mercy. Secondly,wee are
to reuerence the miniftery of the word, inag
much as God fignifies his good will vnto vs
thereby, and weare inall obedience to fibiect
our felues to it + and for thiscanfe we muft fuf
fer our felues to be conuerted and gathered by
it. Subieés victo reucrence the letter of their
Prince , how much more then muft wee rene-
rence the letter of the lining God , fent vnto
vs, that is, the iiniftery of the word, and con-
forme our felues toit? Thirdiy,hence we learne
tofore- fce our miferable codition in this land.
For though God forhis part haue long fignifi-
ed his will vnto vs , touching our eucrlafting
good, yetthere isnothing tobe found inthe
moftofvs, but a negle@ or contempt of the
Gofpel : and inmoft placcs menare wearie of
it,asthe Iftaglites werc of Manna, What,wea-
1y ofthe goodves of God, thatoffers and pro-
claimes mercy vnte vs? yea verily. And the
more weary we arc of this, the mere weary
wa are of our owne happinefle, and confe-
quently haftento our owne perdition.

- Secondly, itisto be obferued , that the re-
belliomof Ierufalem is againft the fignifying
will of Chrift, when he faith Z-wowld, ye would
not.. And henceit followes, that the fignifying
willof God isthe rule of our obedience, and
not the varcuealed will. And therefore fo oft
as God fignifies vnto vshiswil & pleafure, we
muft yeeld our felues in obedienceto it. Now
God (ignifies his will 3.- waies (as I hauc faid)
by his ¢ d nd prohibition:
bispermifsi
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| Therfore when he commands, we muft obey : | Al faith, Towill is prefent withmse, bu { cannos do¢

i when he forbids,wemutt alfo obey : whenhe
, permits any euill, we muftbe content. Laitly,
j when God doth any thing , and brings it to
; paile;he fignifies his plcafure : and we mufto-
| beye Weare biddento fay,Thywillbedone - & | .
| this is not onely the wil reuealed in his word,
| but alfo hiswill revealed by any enent. For
. when any thing comes to pafle,, itcomes to
: paffe becaufe it was the will of God. Further-
| more, this fignifying will muft be the ftay and
ground of our. patience & comfort. For when |
{athing is come to pafle,the wil of God ispaft |
| vpon it,& he hath fignified his pleafire:asfor |
 example,when a ma is flain,the wil of God s
! paft vpon his life;& he hath reuealed his plea-
 fure touching his death. V pon this confidera~
 tion inall cuents,are we'to ftay our minds,
| - Thirdly, it appeareshence, whatmind muft
be in the Miniiters and teachers of the word. | |
They muft put away all blind refpeéts of pro-
fit and praife, and fimply with honeft hearts
apply themfelues and heir miniftery to this
end,that they may gather a people toGod;for

{ that which 1 wenld W ll therefore is one thing, [Rom718
: and power to do the thing willed isanothe. .
The fecond thing to be handled, is the ffrigth
of will,that is,wkat will can do,what not; and
how farre it extends it felfe. That this may ap-
| peare : Will muft be confidered according to
i the foure eftates of man,the eftate of innocen-
cy beforethe fall, the eltate of corruption af-
ter the fal the eftate of regeneration after ¢6-
uerfion,and the eftate of glory after this life.
In the eftate of innocency, the will of man
183 power of willing cither good or euill. For
God gaue Adam a commandement, inwhich
heforbad himto cat of the trec of knowledge
of good and enill. .4dem therefore conld ei-
ther keepe or breake this commaundement,
This reafon holdes not in vs fince the fall, yet|.
doth g hold in egdam:becaufe with thiscom-
maundement he receined the pewer to obey :
andthat be conld notobey, it appeared by the
cuent ; becaufe heedid net obey. Ecclefiaftes
faith, Ecel.7,31.God made mé righteons:there is
the power to will that which is good: ad they

that whichis the minde of the mafter inany |
bufineffe, the fame muftalfobe theminde of | |
the feruant : the mind of the mafter is here fet i
downe,How oft would I baue gatbered yon? |

Thus much efthe will of God ;s now let vs
come tothe fecond point, to confider what is |
the will of man. That this may appeare, two !
thingsmuft beehandled , the natare of mans ¢
will,and the ffrengeh thereof. Ofthenatare of |
will, I fpake fomething before generally,there |
is yet fomewhat more to be added. The nature |
ofmans will may bee gathercd by the pracife .
therof, The pracif: of wil {tads in fiuethings:
the firlt isthe a&ion of theminde, namely, a
confiderationof the things to be done,and the
end thereof s the fecondis Deltberation of the |
divers meancs , whereby the fore-faid thing |
may be done: the third is, after deliberationa |
determinatson what thall be done. The fourth |
actionis properto the wil,and that is eleétion,’
whereby the will vpon determination of the
minde , choofethorrefufeth, that is willeth |
what fhall be done, whatnot. Thefiftis, that
the will inall her cle@ions, keepes and main- D
taines her iberey. Becaufe when it wils or nils |
any thing,it mooues it felfe freely of it felfe to [
will or nill,without any externall compulfion:
and when it wils any thing,itfo wils,as ftil re=
taining a naturall aperefle to nil the fames and
when it wils anyone patticalar thing, it re-
maines {till apt not to will it, but to willano-
ther thing,or the contrary.

Againe, the will of man muft be diftingui-
fhed from the power of man, whereby he doth
any thing. Will and power in God are onely
diftinguifhed inour conceining, being indeede
1 one and the fame thing, namely, the eflence of
| God. And therfore what God can will,he can
do:what he willeth,he doth,and hiswillingof

oiidmany snnentios:there is alfo a power towal
thac which is evil. Aofes faith to the Ifralites,
1 et before you this day lifeor death, bleffing and
curfing:thereforechaofe ife, that thow andthyfeed
may line, Dient.30.19. Thefe words are a fen-
téce of thelaw,telling what we ought todo,&
not what we can now doe,but what we could
do by the gift of creation before the fal.Herea
difference of powers muft be made:the power
to will that which is good,was agiftput into
Adswms heart by God : and the power to will
that which is euill, was in him before his fall,
not a gift.but onely a poffibility 1o wil ewsl,if he
fhould ceafc to de this duty. And thus had hee
power to will both good and euill.

In Adams wil there were two things, Liber..
tieand Mutabilitie. Liberty was two-folde.
The firft is a liberty fimply to will,or to nil,or
to fufpend. And this is siberty of nature;becanfe
it is founded in the nature of will from which
it cannot pofsibly be feuered; and therefore it
ftill remaines in the damned fpirits: becanfe
where this liberty is wanting, there is no will.

The fecond liberty is aliberty of grace, which
is a power to will ornill well, or to will that
which is good,& tonilthat whichiseuil. This
liberty is founded,not inthe pature,but in the
goodnes of the will. By goodnes I meane the
holines of the will,whichisthe image of God.
And here we muft take heed of the opinion of]|
fome,who thinke that .ddem was created and
placed in foch a condition, in which hee was
neither righteous, nor varighteous, but ina
meane between both.-Butthis is dire@ly con-
trary to the Apoftle, who faith, thatman was
created inrighteoufnesand holineffe. And by
this meane in the firft inftant of Adams creati-
on,he wantedliberty of grace. Againe, by
reafonof the fecond liberty, Adamshad afur-
ther liberty from fin,& a liberty from mifery,

Eph.4.24
Col.3.10.

any thing,ishis doingof it.Itis not foin man,
who can Wil that which he cannot do; as Panl

The changeablencs of Adams will appeares
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{inthis,that though it was created ingoodues,
‘yet was it made changeably good. For fach
wasthe goodnes and inclination of his will to
. ‘obey God,as might bealtered and changed by
force of temptation. The caufe of this muta-
bilitie muft be confidered, and it is this; Thac
‘a creature righteous by creation may remaine
‘cternal and conftantly righteous,two fauours
ax.rofie Orhelpesof God are required:the(4)firft is,a
velleper- POWer to perfeusrein goodnes. Without this
tewerare, ipower the creature of it felfe ceafeth to bee
Augds |o00d. The (b) fecond isan act or deede,and
;““‘f:f . Ithatisthe will o pexfenere,, or perfencrance
oy liefelfe. This alfo isrequired with the former,1
b2.Adus - tor God giues not only the power,but alfo the
perfeuc-  wil & the deed, and the creature doth not the
‘good whichit can do,vnles God caufe it to do
‘the faid good, as he canfeth itto be able to do |
igood.Both thefe helpsthe good Angelshave,
and therefore they ftand. And as for Adam,be
ireceiued of God the firft helpe and not the fe-
cond. For befide the goodnesof hiswillhe re-
iceined of God a power conftantly to perfeuere
‘ingoodnes, it he would:yet thea of perfeue-
Irance was left to the choice and liberty of his
‘owne will. W¢jmay behold the likein nature.
iGod createsthe eye, & put into it the faculty
jof feeing, & withal,he addes to the eye necef-
fary helpe by the light of the Sunne : asfor
ithea@e offeeing, itis left to mans libertie :
for hee may fee 1the will,and againe if he wil,
ihe may fhut his eies. The Phyfitian by art pro-
cures an appetite: this done, inthe next place
{he prouides conuenient foodsyct the at of ea-
{ting is inthe pleafare of the patiét:for he may
“eat ifhe will, & if he willhe may abftaine. And
\thus God gane Adam the power to perfeuere
!in rightcoufnes, but the wil he leftto himfelf.
- Ivmay be faid, If Adamreceived power to
:doe good ifhe wonld, and not the will to will
ithathe could, he then receiued not fufficient
igrace. Tanfier, he receined fofficient for the
I perfeion of his nature,for the full obedience
! of the will of God , and for the attainement of
! cuerlafting happines,if he would not be wan-
 ting tc himfelfe:but he receiued not fafficient
"arace for the caufing of the immutabilitie of
* his naturesneither was ic of necefsity to begi-
'uen to a creature. A Gold-fmith inteads to
:make a icweil of greateft value and price:hee
{compounds it of golde, pearle and pretious
| ftones:when he hath breught t to perfecion,
hee doth not put this condition to it, that if it
fall,it fhal notbe bruifed or broken.And God
l created Adam inall perfe@ion, and gave him
1a power & ability to continue inthe faid perfe-
, @ion,if he would: yetdid not he put vnto his
+ nature this condition, that hee would bee vn-
I changeable & vnalterable, when it fhould bee
!affailed by the force of outward temptation.

! Thevie of the former do@rine. In Adsws
s exampic , we fee the weakoefle of the excel-
{eatelt creature in it flf without the grace of
! God:For Adam hauing power to perfeucre,

could nor for all this, a& orput in exccuti-

A ronthe faid power , without the farther helpe
|of God. He could fal of himfelfe,hercould not

ftand or rife againe: hee could not auoide the
leaft cuill, but as he was helped of God. Wee
therefore being finfall wretches, much more
are to acknowledge our infirmitie , and to af-
ctibe all we doeor can doe that is good,to the
grace of God. Thus haue the godly alwaies,
done.The Iewes in their repentance fay: Con-
wert thou mesand Fwill couners, Ter,31.18. The
fpoufe of Chrift, Cant,1.3. Drawvs,& wewill
7un after thee, Dauid faith, Pfal.119.37. Incline
my heart tothy commandements; turue mine eyes
from thebeholding of vanity,and quicken mesnthy
precepts..Angnft.Laith,Gsue that whishthow cons-
mandeft,and commandthat thow wils, Weareto
God as the fickeman to his keeper,who faith;
Take mevp,and I willrife: holsc me,& I will
ftad. Inregardof this our faculty, it is the beft
forvsto deny our felues , and by faith to de-
pend on the prouidence and mercy of God.
Againe,fuchasbeleeue in Chrift haue great
caufeto be thankfull to God. For they haue
the beginnings of further grace then ever A-
dam receined.He receined onely the power to
perfeuere in his happic eftate,, if hee himfelfe
would:buit they that belecue befide the power
of perfenerance,receiuc the will and the deed,
Paulfaith, Workeyour faluation with feare &
tremtling: andthen he addes, Phil.2.13. Itis
Godthas workes invs thewill andthe deed,wher-
by werunne the race to eternall life.
Intheeftate of corruption twethingsare to
be confidered of mans wil,the firft whatit can
doe, and how ncereit comes to the doing of a
good worke. The fecond,what it cannot doe,
Forthe declarati6 of the fir t,two things muft
be cofidered incorrupt will;aliberty, & a pof-
fibility. The liberty isacertenfrcedome to wil
or nil,or to fufpend. For this liberty is remai-
ning finge the fall of Adews, & itisnatural to the
wil, “rom which it cannot pofsibly be feucted.
This liberty is large,and fhews it felfe inthree
kindsofaﬂ - U bupsane nlr‘n‘ o
natural a@ions are fuch asare cdmonto men
and beafls,asto cat,drink, {lcepe,fmel, heare,
taft, mooue : common expetience declares a
freedome te will in all thefe aQtions. Humane
actions are fiich as ate common to all men: &
I may fitly reduce them to three heads. The
filt is,the ftudy and pra@ife of arts,trades,or
occupations,& profefsions of all kindes. And
that man hath freedome o wil in all thefe, ex-
perience teftifics. The fecod is,the gouernmét
of focicties,namely of families and common-
wealths. The Lord faid to Caswof Abel, Gen,
4.7 Hisappesite (ball be fubseck tothee,that is, in
treedome of thy will thou fhalt rule ouer him,
and his will fhall be fubiec to thine. Peter faid
to.Amaanias, that the gining, or the not gining
ofhis lands was before hee gaue them , in his

own liberty. And Paulfaith, 1.Cor.7.37. that
the fatherhashpewer of bis ownwilto gine or not
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togiue hischild in marriage,ashe fhall fee oc-
cation. The third is the pracife of ciuil vertue,

iaftice,
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iuftice,temperance, liberality chaftity. To this | A
purpofe Paul faith,Rom.3.14. that the Gen-
tiles dothe things contained inthe law, andthat by
nature, For ontwardly to be chaft,inft, bounti-
full,and fo forth, isin the power of natural and
corruptwill. It may befaid,that thefé things
arethegifts of the holy Ghoft, I anfiver thus :
the gifts of the holy Ghoft arc twofold, giftsef |
reflraint 5 gifts of renonation,Gifts of reltraint
are fuch as ferue only to keepe in the corrup-
tion of nature, & not to mortifie or abolifhit.
And they are commontoall men both good
and bad,and ferue only to maintaine outward
peace, and comely @rder in the focicties of
men. Of this kinde are ciuill vertues.Gifts of
renouation,are fach graces of the holy Ghoft,
asferuenot onely to reftraine the corruption
of theinward man,butalfo to mertificitin the
roote,and to make a change of our finfull na-
turc.Now vertuesofthis kinde are onely inci-
dentto fuchas arein Chirift.

Thechicd kinde of acions are Ecclefiafti-
call, namely, fach as pertaine to the ontward
dutics of the worfhip of God. And there is alfo
aliberty of will in them. For corrupt and fin-
full man, hath power and libertyto thinke of

inthemfelues: power to reade and fearch the
Seriptures: power to Ipeake and talke of the
word of God:powerto come to the cogrega-
tionaud hearca fermon,as the Athenians did ;
power toconceiue a zeale (I fay not agood
22ale, but onely azeale 1{ay) for the mainte-
nance of outward dutics of religion. Pard faith
Rom.10.2.that the obftinate Tewes had 4 z-ale
of Godyand werefolwers of the inftice of the law ;
andthat himfelfe becing a Poarifie vaconnzr-
ted, was vireprouahle snrsfpect of the law of God,
Phil.3.6. Thus farre can man proceede by the
fecedome of corrupt will:and the diuel by na-
turall itrengch goes fomewhat further. Forhe
is faid tobeleene : and he conceiues his faith,
notby illumination of the Spiritof God, as
man doth, butby the remainders of the light
ofnawre,& by the power which yetremaines
in his corrupted will. For we may not fuppofe,
that fince i fall he is inlightencd by the fpiric
of God inany thing. .

Thus wee fee what is the libeggy of corrupt
will. We maft yet further conceiue i to be full
of weakenefie and imbecility,which I will ex-
prefle in thece rales.

The G:(:That which the wellcan will it cannop
doe,vnleffe Godwell, Hercuvon Saiat Jamses bids
vs fay, We will doethis or chat, it God will.
And Panl withing that hee might hauea prof-

perous iourey ra Rome,addes this claufe, By
‘ the will of God, Herod, Pontins, Pilate , and the
i Iewes, didnoraing againtt Chrift, bue thar
which the counfill of God hath determined
beforeto be done.

The fecond ; That which the will can will ,
| cannot doe withont the helpe of God: fox in him we
ihuc,mooue,;m,i taucour bewg. This helpe is
]:wo fold,Preferuszion of the wil both for pow~

D

er and a&,and the Direftion thereof, whereby
it is ordered & applied to the thieg it wilieth.
Thethied; Often the will neither willeth ney
dath the things it conwill and doe, becaufe it is bin.
dered. It ishindered fometimes by theminde
thar mifleades the will: fomerimes againe by
the worke of Satan. Tous Paulfaiti, Thar Sa.
tan bindered lims from comming 10 Theflalonica.
The vfe of this do¢irine is two-fold ; fitft the
liberty of the will is the condemnation of the
world, For in ciuil & ecclefiaftical a@ions men
do not that which they cando : o farre be the
moft from doing that whichthe Gofpell re-
quires,thacthey do notthat which natare can
doc. Somepleade, that if they beordained to
faluarion, they fhall certenly be faued, other-
wife not:and therefore they faythey wil lcaue
all to God,andliue as they lift-but this fhall be
their condemnation, that they haue not lived
according to ciuill vertue asthey might, they

come nottothe Church, they fearch not the
feriptures,nor hear ferm&s:in a word, they vfe
not the good meanes of faluation fo faras they
are ableto vie them by the ftrength of natare,

Secondly,tht weaknc{le ot will in his liber-
tie, muft teach vs to abate our pride, andto
humbleour felues : becaufe we cannot doe a-
ny thing, nonot fo much as meeue hand,foot,
or finger,without the helpe of God. Zeroboam
when hee had ftrerched out his hand to lay
hold unthe Prophet, could not fo much as
pull it in againe. Andthis confideration moft
likewife mooue vsto bethankefull to God, be-
caufe theactions we doe,wedoz by him.

The fecond thing to bee confidered in the
corrupt will, is (4) a Poffibilitie of willing that
which is good. This Pofsibility is a cerraine
condition of the will,whereby it can will that
whichis good, after that God hath prevented
vswith his grace. A ftone is not of this nature,
neither isthebeaft, becaufe they are creatures
vnreafonable, wanting both will and vnder-
ftanding : and therefore no way capable of
grace : whereas man im thathee hath will and
voderftanding, hatha pofsibility of doing that
which he cannot do. Tie Fathersin this fence
fay, Tobe able to bane faithis natnre to hane faish
indeed is grace.

Hitherco I'haue thewed what will can doiin
the corrupt eftate of man : now letvs fee whae
it cannot doe. And becanfe here the maine dif-
ferences come to be confidered,between vs &
the Churchof Rome ; Twill firft lay downea
fure ground, & then build vpon it The ground
is this:thaugh liberty of nature remains.yet liberty
of grase that is,towsllwel 1 /a/f',extingni hedabo-
Uifhedby th: fail of Adam.1 proue it thus:Liber-
ty of grace is founded in the goodnesof intc-
grity of the wil:now this goodnes of the will is
abolifhed by the fall of Adam : and therefore
the liberty it felf thac is founded thercon. Thar
thegoodnefic or integrity of the willis loft, T
cofirme ictlius : That which wee put on inour
conuerfion,we want by nature: we puton this

goodnefle in our conuetfion. For iu it we put on

the
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the new mancreated according to the Image of God | A
insustice and holities,as Panlfaith,Eph.4.24. A~
gain,if all the motions and inclinations of the
heart be euill,and onely euill, and continually
euill,thereisno goodnesin the heart : but the
firftistrue: Forthe Lord faith,Gen.6.3.that he
Jaw the frame of the thoughes of the heare o beonly
eusll continnally, Panl makes three parts of man

inthe eftate of innocency,the body,the/onle, &

the périt,that is,the image of Ged wrought by
the fpiric, beeing the ornament and glory of |
both the former. Now fince the fall the fpirit
isturned to fleh : for whatfoener is born of flsfh
# flefh (faith Chrift, Ioh.3.6. ) that is,whelly
fleth,and onely flefh : and the naturall difpofi-
tion of the ficth is to luft againftthe fpirit ;
what goodneffe then can bein the will 2 Hee
that muft enter into the Kingdome of heauen
muft firlt be borne againe : now lookeas it isin
the firft birth,{o is 1t 1n the fecond. Inthe firft,
an imperfe@ man is not made a perfe&@ man,
but that which is no man is made a man: euen
{o inthe fecond birth, hee that is a finner,and

hath nothing in himto pleafe God, is made
iuftand righceons. For regendration is notin

refpect of the fabftance of body or foule, orin

refpegt of the faculties of the foule , butonely

in refpe@ of the goodnefie thereof, which is a

conformity to thewill of God. Andif there

beany part or portion thereof yet remaining,

there cannot be a new birth,butoncly a repai-

ring of that which is decaicd withaconfirma-

tionand increafe ofit.

The fecond reafon. There is a no power or
aptnes in the wil corrupted,to will that which
is tiuly good, Therfore liberty of grace to will
well isloft. The minor I prooue thus: Eze.56.
26-Anew bart alfo will 1 giue you,e8 a new fpiris
will L put witlsin you,and 1 wikitake awaythe flony
facart ont of your body ,and 1 will gine you an hart of |
Sl Heretwo thingsare fes down diftingtly,
Ine firlt, tiatthe pew and flefhic heart is the
gittof God, that is, an heart readyand aptto
giue obedience. The feeond, that there is in vs
1o aptnes or ability to receiue this gift of God
becanfe ous hearts are fony. God therefore
giuesthe flefhic heart, and the aptuefletorew
ceine this gift, by tuking away the fony heart.
Chrift faith, that none can come vito him,
vnleflc the Father drawbim.Now if there were
invs by nature the leaft power or aptoefle to
cometo Chrift, thendrawing wete needlefie,
(for thatargucs obftinate rebellion)& it were
{ufficient to faccour, helpe, and confirme the
fore-faid power,without any moreadoe.Saint
Pantfaith, that the wifedome of the flefh, that is,
the belt inclinations and motions of the mind
of a natuzall man, are not onely enemies, but
cuen enmitytoGod. Now in enmity, thereis
nothing but hatred and contempt of God.
And inthe hatred of God , what inclination
or aptnes can there be to loue and obey him ¢

Againe Pawlfaith, The naturall manis not ca-

C

D

foh.c.44
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pable of the things of God s for they are foolifhme(fe
20 bim : neither cai be know them, fortheyare  fpi-

Oféj.'ad: [reegrace

rithally difeerned: Inthe mind of a naturall man
there be two things to beconfidered, the act,
and the power of knowing and apprconing
that which is truly good. And here Pau! gines
hisfentence of both ; of the a&, that the mind
canot know the things;of God : of the power,
that the mind hath no capablencfie or aptneffe
to acknowledge or approeue them ;as a little
veflel hath no aptnestoreceine a great quan-
tity of liquor. Again,we are not apz ot fuficiens
of onr felues to thinke 2 good thongh as of onr

nature corrupted wants ability fomuch as to
thinke a good thought: much icffe to will that
which is good. Againe Pan! tcls the Ephefi.
ans, thatthey were deadin finnes and trefpaffes.
And this deathor deadnefie is not onely in re-
Ipect of the performice of that which s good,

B but alfoin regard of power to performe it. For

if the Ieaft power to do good remain fince the
fall;man is not dead as yet,butdying or draw-
ingon, becaufe as yet fome portionof fpiritu-
all life remaines. And ifthis be fo,how are we
quickened together with Chrift? and how is it
awonder,that the dead heare thevoice of Chriff?
oh.s.35. Againe Panl faith to the Ephefians,
Eph.5.8.that they were once darkneffe, but now
are lightinthe Lord. Now in darkencfle there
is noapen fle at all cither to giueorto receiue
light. But how were they made light 2 witheut
any workeor co-operation of theirs : cuen as
intne creation light was taken, not from fome
other precedent beginnings of light , but out
of darknefle, which conferred nothingat all to
the being of light.

The third reaton : There is notonely an im--
potencytogocd , but fuch aforcible prone-
nes & difpofitié to euill,as that we can dono-
thing but fione. leremsie faith, that the bears of
man is wicked abous all things, who can knowir
Panlfaith,thatthe Romans were once fernants
of finno, andfreein re[petk of righteoufnes: and of

foldunder finne. And of vnrepentant finners hee
faithsthat they are i the fare of the dinell accor-
ding rohis will, And thisdifpofitionof which I
fpeake, is not to fome few finnes,but to all fins
without excepti6:becanfe, as cuery man takes
of Adam thogwhole nature of man'; cuenfohe
takesthe whole corruptfon of tans naturc.
And where this huge and horrible mafie of
corruption takes place, there all inclination
and power to goodnes muft needs giue place.
It'may be obie@ed, that if the will bee in bon-
dage vnder fin, it hath loft his liberty quite. I
anfiwer; not o : for both may ftand together.
The prifoner though be haue loft agreat part
of hisliberty,yet hath he not loft all: for with-
in the prifon he may(ashe wil either fit,ftand,
lie,or walke. And thoughhee which is captine
tofin can doe nothingbut finne,yet may heein
(inning vie his liberty:& in the dincrs kinds of
cuils intended, fhew the frecdome of his will.

The fourth reafon, All thegoodnes we haue
andall wee'can doe that is pleafingto God, is

whol-

felues,but our fufficiency is of God. Therefore |

bimfelf,that the law was fpiritual, be carnal ¢5- | *
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i vatoGod,to beleeue,to repét.And al coman-
jdeméts are giuen in vaine, velesthere be free-

andmans ﬁ;;——bfll.

isthe childof God, is borne of God : et of |
blood,that is,not of naturall gencration: #ot of |
the will of the flefl,that is,not of the power and
inclination of naturall will:zot of the wilof man,
thatis, the heroicall inclination of excellent
men. We arethe workemanthip of God crea-
ted in Chriftto good workes. Nowthe crea-
ture conferresnothing to his creation, which
is wholly from the Creator: becaufeto create
isnot to make fomething of fomething , but
fomething of nothing. Chrift faith;withous me
ye 6ar doe nothing. Andthe reafon isthere ren-
dered; Becaufe Chrift is the vine , and they
which beleeue are vine-branches:which bran-
ches , that they may bring forth good fruit,
muft fieft be fet into Chrift,& then draw their
fap;that is,power to doe good from him.
Patrons of nature againft the grace of God,
alleadge foure fpeciall reafons for libertie of
wilin moral ads,that is, inthings and a@ions
good according tothe morall law. The firffis
this: God hath gisg fundry comandementsto
manfince his fall, fome pertaining to the law,
fome to the Gofpel,as comandementsto turne

dome of willto do them,ornotto do thé.Z an-
fwer fislt thefe commandements fet not down
what we cando,but what we fhould doesthey
fignifie,not cur ability,but our office & duty,
whereby we fhould pleafe God and come to
falvation. And if the commandements be irii=
pofsible,it is not Gods fanlt;but ours,for they
are not impofSible to created but to-corrupe
nature:fecondly though we canuot will to doe |
that which God commands , yet are not his
ccmmandementsidle. Fortheyarte the inftru-
ments and meanes of the Spirit of God,wher-
by heeffzcts in vsthe good he commands.
Thefecond obiedtion. Wee are boundto giue |
varo God an account of all out daings inthe |
day of indgement , and this were not cquall,
valefle we had power towill both-good and
euil. anfwer,it fuf ficeth to bind vs toa recko-
tiing, that onte we had liberty in Adam o will
either good oreuil. And allmen fince che'fall
hage fome meafure of liberty of will:the wic-
ked liberty infinne : the righteous liberty in
duties of righteoufnefliz,

The third obiection from telti of

C

wholly in Scripture afcribed to God. Hethat | A the workeof grace, and to open,

the worke of |
free-will, Y anfwer that the words, (if any man
open (are conditionall: and therefore detet..
mine nothing of power of wil either to or fro.
Againe,the words fet not down what the An.
gelis able to doe, but what his office is, and
what hee can doc by grace. Furthermore the
place of Deuteronomie is obie&ed, Theword
which 1 command thee, is neere thee, that. theu
wayeft doest. But in thefe words « ofes fets
down,what the Ifraclites can doe by the grace
of aMediatour, who fulfilling the law for vs,
and giuing grace toobey the fame; makes the
commandements of the law(whichotherwife
are impofsible)to be eafie. Thus Panlhath ex-
\pounded thistext; Rom,10,8. where he figni-
fies, that feritéces of the law muft not legally,
but euangelically be vaderftood of them that
are in Chrift, and fulfill the law by him.
 The fourthabicétion. When man is conucrred,
heisnot connerted againft his will: for then
God fhould deale with a man aftcr the maner
of a ftone or a beaft. Therefore hee which is
conuerted , is conuerted with the confent of
his cwne will. A/, This confent isnot of our
felues , but of God. For as the conucrfion is
of God,fo isthe will to be conuerted, OF this
point, more aftcrward. .

Vpon the ground formerly delivered, fin-
dry queftions of great moment are refolued.
The firftis'; whethera natural man oran infi-
dellcanby the freedome: of his will, without
faith, and without the helpe of God, docany
worke nibrally good, that is;a worke in which
there isno fin: they of the Church(a)of Roe
for many hundred yeares haue anfwered, yea:
for they confidently_teath, that 4 man preffed
With notemptation maywithous faithby ihe fpecial
bielpe of God, & without st,by bis owne, frrengehfo
doothat which is morally good , that nofinat all be
oommittedtherein, W e apfwer,no:& that vpon
fufficient wagrant, For fuch asthe beginning
of an a@ion is,fuch is the acion it felfe: vow
the minde abd will of manare the beginnings
of alltheir atioris: & inthenithere is no abili-
tyto think or towill that whichis truly good,
but a continual difpofition te the contrary, All

|actionstherefore proceedingthence are only

and continually eufll: Vponthis ground Paul
faith, that to the vncleane, the vic of all things is

Scripture. Itis alleadged that the Samatitane,
whichlay wounded betweene Iericho and Te-
rufalem, is a figure of mankinde halfe dead in
finne. 1 aufiver , -that in parables nothing may
bee gathered that is befide the fcope thereof:
and the fcope of this parable is nothing cls
but to fhew who is our neighbour. Againe,
we graunt that liberty of wil is not abolifhed,
but wounded: Becaufe though liberty of grace
towil wel beloft, yetliberty of nature to will,
{till remaines. Againe, the words of Chrift
tothe Angel of Laodicea are obie@ed ; Be.
hold1 ftandat the dore and knocke : if. Wy mano-
pen,Iwill comein. Here(fay fome)toknocke,is

feane: And Chrilk faith, that aneuilltree
cannot bring forth goodfiuse. And, Whatfoener

this do@rine alwaies fobfcribed the Ortho-
dox & ancient Church. The Ararfican Coun-
cill faith, J¢is ffomthegift of God, that we keepe
oir feete frominsuftice : *And,that a man(a)doth
0 goodthings, which God enables bim not to doe.
(yprian faith, ARwe can doe is Gods. Hierome
faith; Without Chrift éncry vertueis bue avice
Ghregorie,Iffaithbe not firft wrought in oisr bears,
otber xhi;}gi camnot be good , shough they feeme o
befo. Augiift. faith exprefly that all the works
of vnbeleeuers are finnes:becaufe whatfoeuer
isnotof faith, is finne.  And hee faith thus of

Q994 Pelagina
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4 not of faith, without exception, # finne. To '
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732 OfGods free grace
Epift.106 ?:I;jim the hereticke: Sometimes be payzedehe| A proceeded notof loucto God, butof feare of
Aliquan~\ poiper of the will wish fch equall waighes in enen, ‘punifhment;; and it was made in hypocrifie,
wmad e, that be might determine bhow it anailerb| | becanfe afterward ke hardened his heart,
2:;‘5: | fomewbat tocanfe vs norto finme: which if it bee fo, Further it is alleadged, that Nebuchadnezay | Ezech.
valcre.  there 4 no place referued for the helpe of grace,| 12 heathenman was rewarded of God for fack- | 19- 20
withoupwhichvoe fay , freewill bathno forceasall| |ing of Tyrus: and that God would not hauere-
in canfing s not tofinwe. Inthis fpeech thereare warded him, if his worke had beene a finne.
two things worthy obfernation. One, that (in Anf.The reward wastemporall;andhe wasre-
Nibil ad | o guguffines iudgement ) free will of it felfe| | warded for his labour oncly, and not for the
peecan | dthao force at allto caufe mannot to fin. Of| |goodnefethereof. .
jam el | the fame miod is the mafter of the fentences, Laftly, itmay be cbie@ted, thatif weecan
% | who fuith, thatman beforcheebe repaired by | | not doegood workesby freedome of corrupt
non peca-| grace , cannot kue fin; though the Schooles af-| | willthen all our actions, oureating, drinking,
dum.L2. | tepward , forthe moft part diffent from him. {leeping, buying, felling,and whatfoeuer wee
dift25. | The fecond , thatit was the herefieof Pelagims | | can doe,isfinnc: andno {inne may bedone,and
E&’[‘,‘-’L_’I‘mn to teach s that free will, fomewhar anaileth to | B therefore nothing muft be done. A#/Z. Actions
peccare. | caufe vs not to finne. With this impes the before named, incidents to thelife of man, are |
Sell6, ca. | determinationof the Councell of Trens, when| |not finnes of themfelues: for then they might
6 it faith, Let hins beaccurfed, shat faith, alworkes | |notbedoneatall; but they are finnes onely in
done before any inflification , are finnes indeede. | | refpect of the manncr of doing : becanfé they
Fo, thusit iniinuates clofely, that will, before | |arenot done in obedierce to God; and refer-
the grace of inftification, parcly holpen, and | |redto Limasto theirright end, but by-ends
partly of it felfe, candothat whichis good, at| |are propounded., And thisis the codition ofe-
thelealt morally, as they fpeake. And thisis| |ucryman til bebe conuerted, thathe can doe
the refolute fentence almoft of all Papifts. I| |nothing but fin and difpleate God , eden then
doubt not therefore to auouch that the pre-| |When the aion is praife-worthy before men.
fent religion of the Church of Rome reniues The confideration of thisdoQrine ferueth
in patt, the herefic of Peleginm, and in thefelaft | |t0 correét the erronious opinion of many ,
daigs propounds it againe tothe world with| |Who thinke themfelues in good cafe and
new varnifh and frefh colours. To auoide this| |highly in the fauour of God, becaufe they are
Bellar, de | Charge, they anfwegtheplace of Auguffine be- | |no thecues, murderers , blafphemers, advlte-
grac &1, forealleadged, thus. WhenPelagins faith,the (C jrers, &c. Butalasthey arcd.ecuucd;A thereis
atb Ls. | willis of force not to finne, his meaning (fay | |matterenoughof condemnation within them,
ap. 15 |they) was, thatwillwasofforce tocanfcvs| |[though they be no outragious malefactours.
neuer to fiane through the courfe of our lives. | | For all they doe is finne before God, till they
I' anfwer againc's Augnfine, who knew the | |bee rencwed by grace.In eating,drinking, flce-
| theaning of. Pelagims , {peakes not onely of | |pingbuying, felling, inalitheydoe, they finne.
thelife of man, but enenof particular aions; | |Notthat eating, drinking, flecping, buying,
Epift g5. | AS appeates by thefe words, Heethat prajes | |felling, ate finnes in themfelues, but becanfe
ad Inno- | Leade vs not into temptation, praies thas beemay | [they faile in the right manner of doing thefe
cen 7ot doe any enil. Vincentins Lyrsuenfis tooke | |ations.
thisto hethe herefie of Pelagins , that man by | Secondjy , inthat wee can doe nothing but
his owne free-will might dofomegood things. | |fintill we be regenerate , we arctaught to ac-
- ‘Forthefe are his words: Who before that pro.| |knowledge our bondage vnder finne and Sa-
Delizref. | pharie Peligius ;. did ener prefume. that the vertne | |tan: yea; we muft labour to feele this bondage
Ap-24- |of fred-willwasfogreas , thas bedidnot thinkethe | |and to groanc wader the burden of it. This
grige'of God was neceffarie for the helping of it in| | beingdone,we muft goe further yet , and with
- | sh¢ duing of govdthings according to.cuery agt? D> |hungring and thirfting hearts fee to the Me-
- Itis obieQedto the contfary » that Infidels | |diatour Chrift, who preacheth delineranceto
<ain doechings ofthelaw whicharegood: and| |captines, and withall giueth deliverance from
that ghey hape bin and are indued with many| | finne, Satan, hell,death, condemnation,to all
" | vertues,which are the giftsof God. 4nfs Infi-| |fich as with touched and bruifed beants flie
: dels may doc things good in their kind, but| |vntohim.
they cannot doe them well : becaufe they ap- The fecond queftion is. Whether 2naturail
plythemto wrong ends, as honour, profit,| |manbythe power of hiswil may beableto re-
pleafure. And agocdthing done to awrong| |filt & ouescomea temptation. The Papift an-
end;ceafethtobe good; andis euillinthe doer.i| | fwers,that he is ableto ouercome leffer & cafi-
Again, the vertoes of the heathen, asthey.ase’| | ex temptations of himfelfe; yea,& greatertoo, ' p o\
ot G O D,aregood; yei asthey are vied, ot ra-| | ifhe be helped by God: and that fundry temp- ,-noz dift,
ther abufed cf men’,_they are turned to finnes. | | tations doe not excecd the ftrengthof mans na- | 28.art.2,
1tis alleadged, that wicked Pharaodid a| |ture.But weareto hold.& weteach the contra- & Thom
good worke, whenhe faid, 7hase finned, the| |ry, thatthewillof man fince the fall of Adam, ibid,Bel-
Lardis vighscons, 1 andmy peopleare fianers: pray| | cannot ouercome fo much as the leaft temp-| '™
< | forme, e, Aufiver Tic contefsionis goodin| -|ation. Becaufe thepower wherby atemptati-| &i{i-)
Exods. |piskind, but not good in Pharso: becanfeit| | onfheuld be ouercome, isloft and abolifhed ;\<.7. "
27. . - -
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that is,the power to nill that that is euill, & to
willthazthat is good. And where is no power
torefift,therecanbe no refitance. When we
'pray to God,and fay, Leade s no swio tempta-
tion, we acknowledge that there is no tempta-
tionat all that we can of our felues withftand
without the helpe of God. Perer bids vs Re-
i/t Satan onr aduerfaric: and hee fhewes the
right means'when he addesthefe words, ffed-
| faft in faith,

It is obiected, that a natural man can either
finne,or not finne. I anfwer;Tis true in regard
of acions perraining to outward gouerne-
mient; and iaregard of open finnes , murther,

onely at fometimes. For euen the rightcous
fometime fall inte open offences. And though
the nature man occafioned to finne , abltaine
fromopen offence , yet gets hee no vicory.
For though hee auoide the outward a&, yet
can he notauoid the wicked inclinarion of his
heart. Andthe abftinence from outward fin,
is not without finne. Becaufe it proceeds from
aperfon vareconciledto God, it hath not his
beginning from faith : againe, itis for by-re-
fpeds, for the getting of a pruife,the auoiding
of open fhame, and not for the honour of
God. ,

The thitd queftion is; whether anvnrege-
nerate man by the power of his will can ob-
ferue the law , though not fully , yet inre-
fpe& of the fubftance of the a&. The doctrine
of long time hath bin in fchooles and Church,
that he can : and that by his owne ftrgngth,hee

| may keepe all the morall precepts, foasno

finbecommitred, (4)forfome fhort fpace of
time. But the truthis,he can not. Forif wee
graunt and fuppofc an altion, weemult pre-
fuppofe the ground and beginning thercof.
Now the integritic or fanitie of will,whereby
irwas ableto will that which s good , is the
ground of agood a&: and it is loft: and there-
fore there canbe no keeping of the law in re-
fpe of fubftance. The fubttance of the firft
table is, tolouc God with all the heart, foule,
ftrength : and the fabftance of all negatine
commandements is , Thox fhalt not luft. And
the naturall will cannot pofsibly reach to the
doingof thefe. Itisalleadged, thatanaturall
man may giue almes and do iuftice to others ,
and fuchlike. Zanfver,in the fibftance of any
duty commanded there be twothings, the a&
tobedone,and the manner of doing it : & that
isto doeit in faith, witha mind to obey God ,
andito intend his honour thercby. And this

theft, adultery, &c. yetnot alwaiestrue, but|

A

B

D

" |theholy Ghoft faith , the law is impofsible ,

God and his will,, in faith, hope, loue, pati-
ence, -and the fubiection of onr thoughts,
wills,and affe@tions to the will of Gods 11 re-
fpect of this inward and fpifituall obedience

Rom.8.3. and that the wifedome of the ficfh
cannot be fubiet tothe law of God, v. 7. that
this isthe yoake, which neither we nor our |
fathers could beare, Ae.15.10. !

Againe, it was the herefic of Pelagioms thiat ;
aman by the ftrength of his owne free-will
may keepeall the commandementsof Ged , ,':‘:g’fe
though (asthey fay) hee doth it fomewhat | g3 1ane.
hardly. And the Papifis ate not farre from | cent. epi. |
this when they fay, that man by naturall | 93.3pud
ftrength may keepe the whole law for fome | Avgutt
little rime.

The fourthqueftionis,whether natural cor-
rupted will can any way prepare and difpofe
itfelfe to his ewne conuerfion and inftificatio:
thatis;take away the impediments and make
himfelfe apt and capable of his iuftification,
The (6) do@trine hath bin for diners hundreds
of yeares,thatwil candoe it:and the do@rine
ofthe Papifts now is,thar the will, fo it be fhir-
redvp by God, can doe it- Butthe certaine
trathis,that will cannot. The conuerfion of 2
Ginner is acreation: and no creature can pre-
pareit felfe to his owne treation, That very
thing (¢)whereby a man fhould prepare him-
felfe to any good duty, is loftby e#damss falls
and theretore the worke of preparation is
Godsandnot ours ; vnlefleitbe pofsible for a
man dead in his finnes to prepare himfelfe to
his owne fpirituall vinification : by nature we
are fernants of finne, and our liberty beginnes
inour inftification. Therefore before we are
iuttified,we cannot o much as willthat which
is good. Indecdc the Ifraclites preparedtheir
heartstofeeke the Lord : and Ezva prepared bis
beare tofecke the law of the Lord, But this was|
the worke of men regencrate,, whereby they Fm ”
renewed in themfelues the purpofc of obey-
ing God, and of perfeucring in duties of God-
linefle.

Thefifth and principall queftion of all is,
whether a naturall man can will his owne con-
nerfion or regeneration. The learned among
the Papifts teachon this manner. d That will
alene by it felfe cannot: yet that will can, if it
bee prenented and flirred vp by fome good
cogitation caft into the mind and fome good

|
‘
i
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manner of doing a worke is the forme of eue-
ty worke, that makesit to be' good indecde :
and without it,works commandcd inthe law,
are but as a body without lifc or foule, oras
matter without forme. Will therefore isYna-
bletoobferue any one commandement in his
owne intire fubftance.

And it muft bee remembred as a maine
ground,that the law befide external duties re-

of

defire ftirred vpin the heart , and be withall
helped and dirc@ed by God. They vieto o-
pentheir mindes by thefe comparifons. The
eye in darkenes fees nothing, and is as it were |
without the faculty of feeing : yet ifan obiect |
be fet before the eyey and light be brought in,
then canit fec. Againe,amanliesafleepeina
dungeon , and he doth not fo much as thinke
of comming forth : yet lct a man come and
call him, and reachdowne a corde vato him ,
he willthen awake,take hold of the cord, put
itvnder his atme holes, as Zeremy did, & hang
therenpon. And being thus helped , he both |
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can and doth come forth of the duugeon. The
do@rinweteach jsthe:plaine contrary, Thar
wil before st bee tprned and conuerred cannot fo
much as will his owpe conuerfion. This followes
vponthe former ground:for the pawer to wil
that that is truely good, isloft;a power to wil
our conuerfion , is a powerto will that which
is good:therefore the powerto will our owne
 conierfion,is loft. Befide preuenting and exci-
ting motions that feracto [titre vp and helpe
the will,there is further required,that the will
be regenerate, befozeit can willthat whichis
good : and without this gift of regeneration
(whichis the true preuenting grace) all exter-
nall motions and excitations to that which is
good,are of no effc@. For the caufe muft goc
beforethe cff:&t.Now thatthe wil may effe®
‘and doe that whichis good 5 the caufe isthe
regeneration thercof:in whichis giuento the
will, not onely a new action, whereby it wils
well,buc alfo a new quality,whereby it is able
and canwill well, Aad this abilitie of willing
well, goes before thead of good will,as the
caufe beforethe effect. Whenaman is dead,
chafe him and rubbe him, put ague vite into
him to warme him at the heart : when this is
doue,take him by the hand, plucke him vp, &
bid him walke:for all this,he wil not ftirrcthe
lealt ioynt, ncithercan he. All chafing and
rubbing » all fpecch and pexfivation, and all
helps in the world bein vaine, vnlesthe foule
be reftored to the body: Euen fo,n0 perfwafi-
ou offered to the minde, nor good defires to
the will, are of any moment, till theimage of
God ftardingin holines,which is a conformi-
tic with the will of God, and the very foule of
our foules,begin to be reftored.Naysthe mind
is vacapableof any good thought,and the wil
of a good defire, til God once againe createin
them anew qualitie or property of holinefle,
thatthe minde in thinking may thinke well,
and the will in willing may will well, or will
that which is good. For though it beethe
naure of the will,to will o nillyet the power
and formall beginning of wel-willing is the
integrity or goodnes of the will, It is obie-
@ed,thatthe will to acceptand receiue grace,
is in vs before grace be receined. 7 anfiver
| thus,the firft a& of wil 1; whereby the willin
his regenerationbegins to affent voto God, &
beginsto will to be connerted, is indeede the
worke ofthe will, (becaufe it isthe will that
willeth) yetdoth it notarife of the maturall
ftrength of the wil but from the grace of God
that renuethit. Yor to willto be regenerate,is
theeffectand reRimony of regeneratid begun.
“Panl handling the point of the predeftination
& ultification of a finnet,compares God o a
potter & vsto clay. Now the clay before it is
framed to a veflcil of henour, and while it is in
framing,is meerely pafsiue, and doth nothing
at all for the framing of it felfe. When a
| man is tobec regencrate, God takes away
!the ftony heart, that isby nature difobedient
|und altogether vnaptto obey : and he giues

o _Of' goé’sﬁ;e grace,

7

D

C | willtobe healed before they begin to be hea-
led, becaufe they bealive: tutthey whichare

aflefhly heart, that is pliable and flexible to
obedience. Now to will to-be conueried’y is
agoodthing; & one point of true obedience
and therefore it proceedesnot trom the heare
of man, till it be mollified and framed by
Godro that whichis good., What hafi thou,
{aith Pani, that thou haft not receivede andif |7
thou haft received it, why decfttheu boaft ?
Now, ifto will to be healed were of vs,i:we
haue matter of boaftingin our fclues. Againe,
he faith,we are not fufficient or able to thinke
a goodthought as of aur {elues,but our fuffici-
ency is of God: muchlcfle thencan we of our
Llues wil or defirc to be regencrat. The health
and life of the foule is of God, wko raifeth
vs from death tolife:now to wil tabe healed,
and towillte line vito God, isthe beginning
of lieakthand life. A certaine Counceli faith, If
any man doe aMonch,that God doth expelk our will,
that it may be purged from fiune: and doth not con.
fe(fe that st is the aperation of the Spirit of God in
vs,that doth make vs towill tobe purged, ke refiffs
the boly Ghroft faying by Salomon. The wilss prepa.
redby God. Angujtine faith, Jt s nes in bim ti‘t
runneth, butin God that fhewethmercy, that all
maybe ginen 1o God , who both prepares she will
of man tobe helped, and belps it becing prepared:
who presents bins that wifleth that be maywill 5
\followes bim with helpe that willeth, thas he wik
not in vaine, They which are bodily ficke, can

o

fpiritually ficke in finne before their conuerfi-
on,are dead intheir fione: and therefore they
can neither thinke, nor will, not defire their
conuetfion. When Chrift was about to cure
aficke man, he moues this queftion to him,
Wiltthou be healed ? and fowhen God is a-
bout the work of regeneration inany man, he
inwardly mooues this queftion inthe heart,
whether he will be regenerate ornos and by
this meansftirres vp a defireto be regenerate.
Ifany man thinke that by thisdo@rine, men
are regenerate againft their wils: I anfwer,
when God beginsto regencrate vs, hemakes
vs then willing,being otherwife by nature vn-
willingsand thus heregenerates vs not againt
our wilssyet f0,as the willingnefle to be rege-
nerate isnot of vs,butof God. It may, beal-
leadged further,that the ac of the wil where-
by it wils to be conuerted,goes before the ak
of God,wherby he turnes vs to himfelf: & that
otherwife, we are conuerted withoutour con-
fent, and that God works vpon vsas vpona
block or ftone..4#/.in refpe@ of time they are
both done together ; but inrefpeét of order of
nature, firft the will begins to bee turned of
God,before it can wil to be arned.For cuery
caufe is before hiseffe&,if notintime, yetin
priotity of wature. The wil conuerted fo foone
as God hath begunne to renew it, wils to bee
renewed : and it could not willthe conuer-
fion of it felfe, vnlefle it had formerly ta-
fted of the goodnefle thereof. And though

we firft feelethe defire to bee conuerted, be-
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fore the grace of conuerfion, itis nothing : for
fometimes wee perceiue the effect beforethe
caufe: as we fee the light of the Sunne before
the Sunne: and we fee the light of a candle in a
houfebefore we fee the candle, Therefore to

neration begun, though it firlt of all appeare.
Forthe better clearing of this our do@&rine , T
willp d two other queftions. .

The firlt, whether the will of man by his na-
turall ftrength , beany canfe of his owne con- |
uetfion. The anfwer of the Papifts is, that the
will is a caufe with the gracc of God:and that
both together worke our conuerfion ; grace as
the principall, willas the leffe prineipall , and
bothas caufes formerly. Butweteach& hold |
(as teuth is)that will inthe a& of working,ef- |
tecing, producing ef our conuerfion or rege-
nerationsis no caufe at all but in it felfeconfi-
dered, ameere patientor fubie@ to receiuethe
grace of conuerfion given and wrought by
God. Itis abfurdto thinke, that a creature
fhouldbee a caufe of his creation , oradead
man of his quickening. Therefore(as I thinke)
thedorineof themthat teach, thatthereare
thrceefficient caufesof mans couerfion,Gods
fpirit,Gods word, mans will, hath hisdefe@.
Thefpiritis the principall caufe, the word in
his right vfe is the means ot inftrument, wher-
by the operationofthe fpirit is cffeGuall. And
for the will of man, it ftands oncly asa patient
or obie of dinine operation. It is alleadged,
that men which repent , are worthy praife
therefore : and this cannot well be, valeffe re-
pentance proceede from freedomeof will, 7
anfiyer : repentance is praifed becaufe irisa
thing that pleafeth God, and in that refpe@
praife-worthy: and the repentant perfonis
praifed,not becaufe he isthe caufe of his owne
repentance , but becanfe hee repents beeing
thereto inabled by the mercy of God.

The fecond queftion is , whether the con-
ucrfion of a finwer be in the power of mans
wilapy way. Theanfwer of the Papilt is,chat
our regeneration and conuerfion is in part in
the powerof maus will : fo as the will {tirred
vp can cither apply it felfe to the grace of
God, or reic the fame. Contrariwife (4)we
teach, that regencera’io is not within the pow-
erof mans will, but that it wholly depedeth on
the will of God : and, that when GOD will
conuertand renew vs,though will for his own
naturcbeapt to wefif}, yerinrefpelt of Gods
vnchangeable will,and in refpe@ of theeffica-
cie of his inward operation, it cannot refilt & |
repell the worke of God. For when Godhim-
felfe workes any thing, his worke cannot be
refilted. For his working of a thing is onely to
will it to be ; and his will cannot be refifted.
Now inmans conucrfion,heworkes the will ,and
he warkes the deedz : and be canfech men to walke
in biscommanderntnts. Refiltance therefore can

wil toberegenerate may be the effe of rege- |

will of man. Of the diftinction of man and
man, in the matter of falvation , Pasl'allead-
| geththeteftimony of e Mofes, ft isneither in
bim that willeth , wor in bim that runneth,but in
Godthat (heweth mercy. Our Saniour Chritt
]:eachcrh thar the fecrets of the kingdome of
God are reucaled to fome, and to otherscon-
cealed, becauf the pleafure of Godis fo : and be-
canfe the gitt of vaderftanding is giuen to
fome, and ot toothers. Our conuerfion is
tearmed a new generation and a new creati-
on: for this canfe it cannor depend on the
will of manatall, becaufe a creature hath not
his creation or regencration in his owne wiil,
foas he may either accept or refufeit. And it et |
B |is a great overfhadowing of Gods grace, to | mae i |
i make the heuiug,or the not hauing of it, tobe |t &
in the choice of mans will But the textin hand
isobiccted. When Chrift woutd haue conuer.. | ¢
ted Ierufalem,they refifted & would not.Tan-
fwer;There isa double woske of God. Oncis,
outwardly in the word & Sacrament to offer
grace:and this indeed may berefilted. Ofthis
Chrift fpeakeshere when he faith, they would
not:and Stephen when he faith » they refiftedrhe
holy Ghoft, A6t.7.51. The Lord faith, Gen.6.2.
My [pirit fhall not abway frine withman: & Petcr
applies this ftrivingto Noes miniftery faying : estuall,
that Chrift went in fpirit andpreached, 1. Per. 3. Pigazd, |
19. The fgcond;is, when God imwardly by his 3
fpirit,tarns, renews, fandifics the whole man,
and this work cannot be refifted by the will of
man; no moye then Lazarss could refift the
workcof Chrift, when he was raifed fromthe o
dead.1f it be faid, that this doctrine abolifhcth | of
liberty, becaufe it cannot choofc and refufe the
grace of God : Tanfwer ,the Angels of God
which wil good & cannot wil evil,hane neuer-
thelefie perte liberty of wil. And it isgreater | wi
pertecion of liberty freely and onely to will' {7 5%
that which is good , then tobce able to ayill | dficciuail
both good and cuill. Hee is at more libertic, | 0o
that cannot be a fertant, then hee which may | whe ngrace
becithera frceman or a feruant. Anda necef- | % °0as
fity of yceldingtothe wil of God is o hurt to | iyl
ourwill. For it isafpeciall liberty , to will | jii
that which God wils & nothing cls. By all this | the Portac
which hath beenc faid, it appearcs what is the | et o o
difference betweene vs, and the Church of | mafter
. . - pogihis . ‘ontrol=
Rome in the point of free-wil. They fay, liber- | ie5 to ae-
ty of grace to will well isonly weakned, dimi-
nithed,and held captive by finne : we fay, it is
quite loftand abolifhed by the fall of Adans. ‘
Again,by te former doGtrine, the common |
queftionis eafily anfwcred : namely wherein |
lyeth theefficacy of Gods grace. (b) Some Jae
Papifts anfwer that it liesordinarily in the free | 2450
| confentand co-operation of free-will joyncd ! Molina,as
i with geace. Andthis feemes dixe@lyto be che [ B
opinion of the Counccl of Trent. But ¢ this is | de Larh.
much derogatory to thediuing grace of God, ' 55"
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nozbe'made. Secondly, the Scripture cuery
whereteaches, that our conucrfion& faluatio

wholly depends o Gods will, and noton the

!0 place the(d)efficacy therofin mans wil:and * Al
| ivminifters much matter of (¢) boalting vnto | 4+
!men. Others place the efficacic of grace in
I the congruity of the obied, (f) that is, in
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aptand fitte to mooue and allure the will|
according to the condition thereof , eucn,
as a bealt is moomed by thefight of a bot. |
tle of hay. But there is no‘efficacie in thefe
perfwafions prefented to the minde * be-
caufe the will lies inthraldome and bondage
vnder finand Sathan. And the will muft not
onely bee helpt , butalfobee delivered from
this bondage, before any perfwafion can,
mooue it. Lambardin his time much decli-
Limbli. |ned from the purity of the former dayes:
2diftes. | and yet hee isfarre founder then the Iefuites
Nifiper | of onr daies. Forhee faith thus : Freewiklnow
§iaua® \is bindred by the law of the {efh froms duing good,
gadiv- | andfirveduptoenill, fo as it cannot willand Ju“
vewr. | good, -wnleffe it besdelineredand helped by grace.
We leaning the Papilts in their diffentions,
place the efficacie of grace in the grace it
Toh 6,35 | felfe. For faith Chrift, Eucry man thathath
heard and learned of the Father , comesivato
me.Agame,weplacein it this, that God addes
the fecond grace to the firft. Forhaving giuen
the power, hee ftaies not there, but proceedes
further and gines the wil ,and with the wil, the
deede. And thus isthe grace of God effetu-

The confideration and vfe of this & the for-
mer dorines, is of great confeqaent. For if
liberty of gracebeloft,great isthe necefsityof
our redemptionby Chrift,and great is the ex-
cellency thereof. Secondly, this do&rine cuts
off the excufeofall fin : for though we fin ne-
ceffarily becaufe liberty of grace is loft:yet we
Gnne freely, becaufe liberty in cuill remaines.
Thirdly it appeareshence, that man of himfelf
can not haucorretaineany goodnes , butthat
which God giucthand preferueth in vs. This
thing muft meoue vs to pray earneftly for the
grace we want: and to giuchearty thankes for
the graces wee haue. Fourthly,we are taught
deepely to humble out felues for the loffe of
our liberty, and for the bendage vnder finne :
| & to pray inftantly for delinerance by Chrift.

Fiftly, feeingof our f¢lues we cannot preuaile
again(t the leaft temptation, we muft prayto
bee guided and afsifted continually by God.
Laftly, feeiogour conuefion dependeth on
Godsmercy,& not on our will, we are tanght
to deny our owne wils, wifedome,power,and
to afcribe our fuftification and faluation whol-
ly and oncly to God.

Thethird eftate of man, isthe eftateof re-
generation : in which the will hath power to
will,parcly that which is good ,and partly thac
which is euill, as daily experience declareth in
the liuesof iuft mé.And the reafon is, becaufe
the wil of man renewed,hath inita three-fold
liberty. The firlt is,the lsberty of marare,rowil,
ornill whichisin all men. The fecondis, 4.
bertyof finne,whereby the will, when it willeth
an euill,willeth it freely. And this liberty is
diminifhed accordingto the meafure of grace
which God beftowéth. The third is,bersie o
| grace, to willthat which pleafeth God, and it

morall pecfirafion,which God knowes to be 'A [isteftored in part in ion: (o far forth

as liberty to finue is diminithed. And becanfe
thefe three alwaies remaine in thewill tothe
death,therfore fometime it willeth wel,fome-
time cuill,fometime both, and inthebefk a&i-
ons we doe, there is amixture s becaufe they
are not perfeétly good for the time of this life,
but partly good and partly enill.
That thispower of the willmay the better

ppeare, I will propound foure queftions.The
firftis;whether the wil preuentedorrenewed,
haue any ftroke,a&ion,oroperation inthe firft
regencration of a finner. 1anfwer ; Inthese-
nouationor conuerfionof afinner I confider
twothings. Firft, thebeginning or - ground
B|thereof, and that isthe fetting or imprinting
ofthe new qualitics & inclinatiésin the mind,
will, affe®ionsof the heart. And this isthe
intire or meere worke of Godinvs, and vpon
vs ; and weein ivarc meerely paffiuenot altine,
The fecond is the evidence of the former in
new and fpiritaall a&ions, as namely in thin-
king, willing and defiring that that is good.
Now thefc a&ions are workes of Godin and
bymans will : and mans will is not onely a
fubic@ of them,but alfoan inftrument. A fub-
ie@,inthat God isthe firftand principal wor-
ker of thefe works inthe will. Aninftrument ;
becauft it pleafethGod to vfe the will , and to
mooue itby hisgrace for the aQing and effe-
Qingof'the things which heappointeth. And
thus the will is not meerely pafsiuc, butpaffine
and aéine both: firft pafSiue, and then a&tive.
For beeing a&ed and mooued by God, who
works the willand the decde, italfo afteth &
mooueth, And wee doe not veterly deny the
co-operation of mans will with Gods grace.
Ivisneceflary indeede that God firft regenc-
ratevs, and make vs his children and new
creatures. And in this thing we doenot co-
worke with GOD,but ftand aspatients, that
God may worke vpon vs, and reforme vs, e-
uven in the famemanner, as when hee madevs
in the beginning without any helpe ef ours:
yet, after our regencration, by faith we arc
brought from death to life, andte willis pre-
fent with vs, thovgh in weake meafure by rea-
fon of the remainders of corruption: and then
we begin tobec co-werkers withthegraceof|
God, mooued towill,and fo indeede willing
that whichis good.Inthis fenfe haue the leat- | Profper.
ned faid,thar which is repaived invs, is wo repai.. | cont.
redwithont vs: and, that Godin them whom hee | Collat.
calls,prepares thewill that it may be a receinerand | -
handmaidof hisgifts, Gentl.2.

The fame anfwer,in effc &, propound ano- |c.as.

ther way. Inthe worke of our regeneration,
three graces be required, the preucting grace,
the working grace,and the co-working grace.
The preusmtsng graseis, when God of his mer-
cy fetsand imprints in themind a new light, | ;velle
in the willa new quality or inclination, in the | credere,
heart new affe@ions. The working grace is, l vellerefig
when Godginesto the wilthe a of wel-wil- | Pifcere

ling,namely, (#)the will to bele cue, the will to ,',:Jf,:'

repent, |
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repent;the will toobey God in his word. The A
co-warking grace is,when God giueth the deede:
tothe will, thatis,the exercife and praétife of
faith and repentance. The firft gines the pow -
erofdoinggood;the fecod, the willsthe third,
the deede : and all three together make the
worke of regeneration. Now the will ot man
inrefpe of operation, concarreth not with
Gods preuenting grace, butis meerely patient
as a fubic& toreceinegrace. Foritisthe pro-
perworke of God, to fet or imprinta new fa-
caltic orinclination of the wil, and that with-
out any a&ion of the faid will. Neuertheleffle
the will being once renewed and prenented, |
concarreth by his operatié with the working
and co-working grace of God.For the wil be-| B
ing mooued by grace,willethand doth indeed ;
that whereto it is mooued. And the willto o- ;
bey God,, or toperforme any likeduty, pro-
ceedes ioyatly from two canfes, From grace;
inthat it mooueth and canfeth the will to will
to beleeue. From the will of man; in that be-
ing preuented and mooued by Ged, it wils to i
beleeue, or todoe any like duty. And there- -
foretheancient faying hath his truth: Hethat |
made thee withont thee,doth mor regensrate or fane
theewithout thee, Becaufe our conuerfionis not
without the motion and confent of will, as our
creation was, And that we doe not miftake in
this point, the order thatis between mans wil
and Gods grace,muft here againe bee remem-
bred. Inrcfped of time they are both toge-

. |God further give a double grace. The oneis

and repentance is fo farre forth pofsible, to.all
that will and haue a defire;that whofoever do
‘ but will in earneft to beleeue, andto bee con.
{uerted, doindeed belecue, and are conuerted ,
and pleafe God, and fhall no perifh eternally,
though the beginning of faith and conuerfion
be weake; o itbe in truth, and uo: counterfeir.
*And yet fuchis the navghtines of our nature,
that faith and:connerfion is impofsible vnto
vs,voleffe ofthe fingular mercy of God, it be
ftirred vp in the hearts of the Elect by his ho-
ly fpirit. In ehiis refpe& Chrift faith, Mar.11.
30. My yoke iseafic.andmy burden lfight.And a-
gaine, Hsscommandements are not grienons, It
may be obieéted; thatthe will & defire of re-
nouationand reconciliation with God 5 may
be where there isamind and purpofe to fin,
1and where is no trac hatred and deteftation of
Aniquity. Anf. The ferious and inftant will or
" defice to beleenc in Chrilk , and to repent, in-
cludes initthe hatred of finne, and the pur-
: pofe of not finning. For he that truly defiresto
| beleene,doth fo, becaufe ke detefts his vabe-
leefezand he thatdefiresco repent,doth fo,be-
s caufe he hares hisown euill waies, and purpo-
!feth to finne ne more. . '
The fecond queftion is , whether the will,
aftér ic is rencwed, be able to caufe and bring
torth good workes of it felfe, or no; 1 anfwer
two things. The firlt, that will cannot, volefic

Affifting grace : and it ftands in three actions,
.

ther, and concurre inthe very firft of

our regeneratid: in refpedt of the order of na-
ture, the will doth not fieft begin thatwhich is
goodand thenafter borrow aide from grace,
but grace preuents, renewes, and mooues the
will, & then the will meoued or changed, wils
to be conuerted, and to be healed inthe firft
inftant of conuerfion. .
This operation of the wil to wil to belecue,
to willto repent andto obey, is the leaft grace
and figneof Gods fauour; (for nothingcan be
leff then to will to dothat whichis good yet
igitof great and excellent price. For it hath
thepromife of God annexed to it, The Pro-
phet faithto the rebellious Iraclices, afh,and
THAKE YOR CLeane wmm—tu: ceafé to'doe enilllearne to
doewell. Now they might peraduenture fay,
Alas,we cannot wafh our felues: he therefore
addes, Ifyewill and obey, thatis, if ye doe but
wil to be cleanfed:and teftifie this will byyour
endeauour to obey; ye hal cate the good. things of |
the land. And Chriftfaith, that the heauenly
Father gineth the holy, Ghoft to them that
defirc him. Andto them that are in Chrift,
God accepts this 3@ of good wil for the deed
itfelfe. Marke the comfoit thatlowes from
thisdo@rine. The full obedience to the law
of Giod is impofsible to al men,except Chrift,
inthis life : yeato them which are eonuerted
and fancified, and greatly defire the fulfilling
of the law in thethfelieszand therefore no man
can be iuftified by it before God, and obtaine

prefer Gonf ion,protection. Preferuati-
onis, whereby GOD
of thewill renewed.  For that which is good,
doth not continue good the leaft moment, vi-
lefle God make it to continue. Confirmation
is,when God fixeth the minde i that which is
good, & caufeth the will conftantly to follow
the good inclination thereof , it being other-
wife mutable and-apt to decline. Prote@ion
is,wherby'God defendshis grace in vs againft
the violence of temptation, Of this he faithto
Peter, Sathan bath defirzdto fift you, but § bane
prayedfor theethat thy fairh faslenor, AndGod

vomifeth, that bewillnot fiffer the faishfull to
Ez temspted abone thas they ave able to beare. The
fecond grace may bee called, Exeitinggrace,|
whereby God mooues and ftirres vp the will,
that it may indecde willand doe the good to
bedone. And this grace is ordinarily requi-
red to the effe@ing of cuery good worke.De-
wids willwas exceedingly renewed by the ho.
ly Ghol¥;.yet he prayes (Xill , Zncline mine beare
vntothj tefsmonies. The Chriftian foule, that

continueth the beeing
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is already drawne to Chrift, prayeth {till,
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| faith,they whicharethe children of God, are | I
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Of Gods free grace

and doe. And this moouing caufe, isthe good
willof God. It may not feeme ftrange, thatl
f2y, new grace is required to ftirre vp the will
to the doing of cuery new worke. For grace in
the willis like the fire of greene wood,which
hardly burnes, and continues not to burne va-
Iefle it be continually ftirred vp and blowedr:

wilt and to doe indeede, that which it can wil A\ the graceof Gods Spirit,is apt.to be extingui-

(hed,becaufe of it felfe it is mutable:neuérthic.
Les itwholly & vrterly cannot be loft, for foure
caufes. The firft is;the promife of God in the
couenant ofgrace: £ will put sy feare into their
hearts that they fball not depart from me:and this
promife parcicularly belongs to allthem that
truely beleene, becaufe it is the promife of the
E lical t- The fecod is,the inrer~

euenfothe good inclination ofthe wil becauf

itisioyned,nay mixed with contrary corrupti-
on that preffeth downe, tempteth, inticeth,&
draweth away the wil from God, & all good-
nefle,hathneed continually to be excited, ftir=
red,and mooued. The man regeneratc isable
to pray to God, yet canhe not pray fometime
by reafon of the weight of cortuption, valefle
the fpirit helpe to beare the infirmitiesof na~
tare, and make requeftin vs by ftirring and
moouing vs to wakereqaeft. The doctrineof
the ancient Church hath beene, that #ew grace
2 tobe ginon to the doing of enerygood ast. And(a)
that weds not that good which we cando, va-
lefle God make vs doit, ashe made vs ableto
doit. This do@rine muft the rather be remem-
bred, becaufe the ftreame of Popifh docrine,
funs another way; by teaehing that oor willes
afsiited by grace, can doegood, withoutthe
concurrence of new grace to excite-and ftirre
vpthe will. Indeed, for the doing of naturall
actions,the generall co-operation of God fat-
ficeth:but to the effecting of actids fupernatu.
rall, the fpeciall helpe of God is required. A
childethatcan goe vp-and downe in an euen
floore, beeing itaied by the mothers hand;for
al this it cannot go vp.a paire of (taires,vnleffe
it be lifted at euery fteppe.’ Like isthecaft of
the children of God,inthings which conceine

ehekingdome of heauen.

The fccond part of the anfwer is,that when
renewed wil dotha gaod worke, it doth not

| perfedtly, Towill faich Paul,Rom,7.v8.)is pre-
font with wsz,bue 1 cannot do the good I wonld:that

is, I cannot perfe@ly do.it as I would.'It may
be abiedcd thus: The:workes of God are per-
fect: g@od workes done by vs,are workes of
God:therfore thieyarc perte@. Fanfiver to the

fuch works as are works of God alone, & not
of fuch works as ate ioyntly both of Godand |
map, God becing the principall agent,& man
the inftrument. For.thenthe work done takes
vato it the quality and condition of man, con-
fidering it procecdes from God , through the
finfall minde and will of man. The Scriucaer,
when be writes by himfelf, he writdsa perfedt

maior or fieft part of che reafon : itis true of |

haud:bur when a leatner & he weite both to- |
gither ; hee taking the dearners hand into his |
owne,then that which is writee, will carry the |
imperfedtion of the ledrner. Likgigshe cafein
all fuch works asare fram God inandby vs. |
The third queltionisy. whether the reliques !
of cortuption be of thit forcg. in fmping, that |
they can weeedy-quench: the:Spiritof: God in |
the renewed will. Fheanfver islaccorrup-
tionremainingis of i f]fe-apr toddoe.dy: and,
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cefsion of Chrift in the behalfe of al the eleet.
Chrift faith to Peter, Sathan hath defired to
fiftyouas wheate, but Ihauc prayed for thee
Peser, thatthy faithfaile not. And this he did
efpecially, inthat folemue prayer made, Job.
17.in which he praicd, notonly for Peter, bur
for all the Apoftles, and for all that didor
fhould belceuein him. The third caufe, is the
omnipotent power of Godin preferuing all
themthat are in Chrift. No man( faith Chrift )
taketh my foecp forth of my handiAnd marke the

canfe,isthe efficacy of Gods fpirit. Saint Jobs
faith, thar the fecdof God remaines inbins thar is
borne anaw: andthat this fecd keeps bims thas be
neither dothwor can fin intwo repects, Firft,if he
fin,yet he {ins not with ful confent of will. For
he hates & nils in part the euill which he wils.
Sccondly,ifby humane frailty hefal, he makes
not a trade of fin,neither dothhekeepa courfe
inwickednes, but the feed of grace remaining
within caufeth him to retutne to God, andto
recouer himiclfe by new repentance.

-4¢t, Gods grace,& mans will,concprre: Gods

Thelaft quettionis , whether the renewed
will, can of it felfe perfeaere in doing good. I
anfwer : thatour perfeucrance depends and
praceedes onely from the will of God. That
we may perfcuere,two things are required:the
power to perfeuerc, and the will ot perfene-

|rances and both thefc beeing good things, are |

of God, Becaufe eucry good giming.and cuery good |
gifes 1s froms aboue , and commeth dovwire fromsthe
Father of lights,1am. 1.1 7

This tormer doétrine is of great vie.Inthat
thenew birth & regenetation ofafinner,is not
withont the motion of hisowne will, wee are
taught,that wemufl, it we defire our own fal-
wation,vie the good meanes,and firiuc againt
purown corruptions, and endcauour earneft-
ly,by asking,fceking, knocking.1t wil be faid,
that faich,repentance, and the reft,are all gifts
of God,I anfwet: there is no vertuc or gift of
God inws,without our wils: & in euery good

gracesasthe principall caufesmans will renew-
¢d, asthe infttamenc of God: And thercfore
inall good things; induftrie, and labour, and
inuocation on our parts is required.
Secondly,this doQrine minifters true com-
fort toall true feruants of God. For, if when
they vie the good means of faluatio,the ward,
praier,facraméts,they wil licnot dead,but be~
ginto oppofe it felfe againft vnbeleef, 8 other
corruptions,8; withal, doc but fo much as wil
to belecue,will to repent, will'to be turnedto
Godjtheghaue begunto tutne vito God ym;}
- - “Go

oy

reafon : my Father is greatershen all. Thelaft | *
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God hath begunncto regenerate them : {o bee
it this will in them to do the good they onght
todoe,be in good earnctl, vntained, and they
withall be carefullto cherifhthis little graine,
till it come to a bigger quantity.

Thirdly,fecing to cuery new ac that plea-
fethGod,new grace isrequired,we are tanght
not toprefume of our wif:dome, will, and
ftrength; norto glory in any thing we doe,but
alwaies to acknowledge our own imputency,
andin enery good thing wee doe , to gineall
the glory to God:and to be warchfull in pray-
er continually, becaufe wee ftand by grace fo
long as we ftand:and hauing done one worke,
wee doenot the feeond, but by a continued
fupply of new grace.

Laftly, feeing Gods preucnting and wor-
king grace trnesour wils,and m.kes them,of

,| vawilling,moft willing wi!s,allour obedicnce

multbe voluntary, and come from fuch free-
neflzotwill, as if there were no bond in the
law of God,to force and compell vs thereto.
The people of God, tiiar are turned and gui-
ded by the free fpirit of God, muft be a volun-
tary people, and with all alacrity and cheare-
tulneffe, doe the dutics that pertaine to them
of a ready minde,eucnasif there were neither
heauennor hell, Tudge nor judgement after
this life. Lhe fpirat of life that is in Chrift muft
be a law vnto them.

The laft eftate is,the cftate of glorification
after this life. Inthis eftate the liberty of will
isa certen freedome, onely ro will that which
is good, and pleafing vato God. Fyr it is the
continual voice(as it weie )and cry ofthe glo-
rified will ;1 doe no euill jand 1 will nos doe it:1do
that which 1s goed,and f will doc ir.  And this in-
decde is the perfed liberty, inwhich mans
will is conforimed to the Free-wilof God and
good Angels , who willoncly that which is
good,ann cannot will that which is cuill.

By this whichlath beens faids it appeares,
that the words ofthetext in hand [ & ye would
nos )are fpoken of the will of man, according
to the eftate of corruption. For the voice of
the regenerate wil is,7 do that which s euill by
T wonld not doe st : 1doethat which is good, but 1
sannot do it as I would. And the voice of the cor-
rupted will is, doe that which is cuill, and 1 will
doit:1 do net that which is good, and 1 will not doe
s, And this latt voiceis plainely exprefled in
thefe words, And yewouldnot,

The third point comes now to bee confide-
red,namely the barmony ox confent of both wiis,
Forthe wordes arc, 7 would ye would not, Here
itmay iultly bee demanded , whether there
bee an harmonic or confent betweene Gods
will,and mans will, & how it ftands with this
text. Ianfwer : there is anexcellent harmo-
nie : and generally it ftands in this, that Gods
will hath a foueraigne Lordfhip ouer the will
of man, & mans will fands fubie to it abfo-
lutely, and fimply depends vponit. And by
this meanes,where man hath a will,God hath
anantecedent will ;and where mans will hath
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avy ftroke or a@ion, there Gods will former-
Iy had his ftroke and aétion.

Furthermore, mans will dependsonGods
will inrefpeé of three things, namely, Suffes-
tation, Determination, Ordization, ox gouerne-
ment. It depends on the will of God, inre-
fpc& of fuftentation ; becaufe man for his na-
tre,ftrength andall his motions, dependson
the will of God, and could not haue being for
the fpace of one moment, vnlefle it were vp-
holdenbv God.It may be obieited, that if God
fuftaine the will which is finfull, hee faftaines
notonely the will, but alfo the fione thercof,
Anfiv. God fuftaines nature,and not the finne
of nawre:and therefore he onely fuftaines will
as will,and not asit is corrupted or finful wil,
Thelike we fee in nature: whena man hales in
walking, themotion ofthe bodyis from the
foule, and is preferuedby it : but the halting
whic . goes with the metion,and diforders it,
isnat fr6 the foule, neither hath it his prefer-
uztionthence, bt from a defedt inthe legge
or foot. By this weare taught to acknowledge
the endfeffe long-fuffering of God, who fu-
ftaines the members ofour bodies and foules,
the faculties and a&ions thercof , euen in the
workes , in which men -offend and difhonour
bim. Secondly, we aretaught to acknowledge
the vile abomination of every finne : for wee
finne in the very hands of God, fuftaining and
preferuing vs : and in the very adions, which
we couldnot do, vnlefle we were fuftained by
him,we offend him and preuoke him to anger
againft vs.

Sccondly, mans will depends on Gods will
in refpe of determinatio:becaufe we neither
can or doe will any thing without the will of
God.A fparrow,faies Chrilt,lights not on the

ground, without the heanenly Father ; thar is,
without his decree or will. The maliciousand
wicked will of the Iewes, could not fo much
as wil, muchlefledoany thing againft Chrift,
but that which the band andcounfell of Ged had
determsnedtobedime. Moreouer , God deter-
mines the will two waies. In good things,hee
inwardly mooues and inclines the will to the
willingsand doing of the good it willeth. For
inthat Gods will is the firft caufe of all good
things, mans will dependson it, inrefpe of
vertue, in refpectof application, & inrefpe@
of order of working, In refpe@ of vertue,be-
canfe the vertues of fecond caufes , proceede
from the firft. 1n refpect of application, be-
caufe God vieth the will of man,as an inftru-

mentof his own will,and he appliethit to the
doing of things which he intends, euenasthe
carpéter vieth, mooueth,& applics histooles.
Inrefpe& of order of working: becanfeal-
wales the firft canfe beginsthe worke,andthe
fecond mooues not without the firlt. Vpon
this ground it followes , that the good things
which man willeth,he fo willeth,becaufe God
firft willed them. And therfore Paxlfaithjthat
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good workes ars preparedof God for vs to walk

inzand this preparationis made, becaufc God
T B decrecs

/‘l}rr 2 T




aVolédo
ronim

pedires

bVolun.
tas per-
miffiuy
cfficax
non
quaad
producti-
onem,fed
quoad
illation€.

«Suauiter
inclinan-

do.

..,74‘0, -

decrecs and determines with himfele , che | A' amangiues the rein to a wild horfe. The fecdd

doing of all workesto bedone. .
Ineniilthings, the determinatid of God is,
(#)ro wil not to hinder them as he may. Vpon
thiswillin God, tollowes {inneinthe will of
mansas a confcquent,notas ancffect. Asacon-
fequent, becaufe when God fofpends or with-
drawes fuftentationand gouernment from the
will,itcannot of it felfe,but willamiffe ; asthe
{taffc in my hand prefently fals, when 1 doe
but pull back my hand, Toavoid evill is good 3
& therfore we cannot avoid the lealt euill,vn-
Ieffe God inable vsto aucid it. And(b) ewll is
not the ¢ & of Gods will;becaufe God puts
nothing into mans will, to caufe it to will a-
mis:but heonly ceafeth to confer vuto ithelpe
& dire@ion, whichheis not bound to confer.
Here long and tedious difputes are made by
many touching the concordof Gods decree,
and the liberty of mans will. And it isallead-
ged;thar mans will lofcth his literty, and cea.
feth indeedto be will, if it ftand fubie& to the
neceflary and vnchangeable decree of God.
lanfwer, Firft,that when the will of inan de-
termings init felfe to one thing, it dothnot
lofe his liberty : muchmore then may the li-
bertie of will ftand with the determination of
God. Secondly,Gods decreedoth not abolifh
libertie , but oncly moderate and order it ¢
by(s) inclining the will in mild ané eafie man-
nerwith fitand conuenient obic@s, and that
according to the condition of the will. That
Chrift fhould diewhen he diedsit was neceffa-
1y inrefpe@ of Gods decree: yetif we refpec
the conflitution of his nature , hee mighe ftifl
haue prolonged hisdaycs : and if we confider |
the will of Chrift,he died moft freely and wil- '
lingly. Otherwife, hisdeathhad beene nofa-,
tistaction for finne. God himfelfe doth fome- |
thing of anabfolute nccefsitie, and yet with .
perfect freedome of will: now then if abfolute !
necefsitie doe not abolifh frecdome of will: |
much lefle fhall conditionall necefsity; depen- |
ding onGods decree,doe it. Laftly the decree ’
of God eftablifheth the liberty of will. For his |
determination is, thatthe Ager.cy of fecond
€aufes,fhall be according to their condition;fo
as naturall caufes, fhall worke naturally ; free
caufes, freely;neceffarycanfes,neceflarily scon-
tingent caufes,incontingent and variable fore.
And therefore the neceflary decree of Godis,
that manfhall will this or that, not neccflarily
inrefpedt of himfe!fe,but freely.
Thitdly,mans will depends on Gods will,in
refpet ot gouernment: This goucrnment is of
two forts. Firlt, he goucrnes the wils of the
righteous : by working his owne good worke
intliem, and by them. In them, becaufe hee
moues and inclines the by hisfpiric. By them;
becanfe they are coly inftruments of his will.
Secondly he gonernes thic wilsof the wic-
ked and vngodly, by fixeaciions. The firftis,
permiffion,when God withdraws his grace r6
the will, not inlightning the minde, nor incli-
ningthe will,but leaning it to it felfe ;as when
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\is, a deliueryof thewilto Sathan & thatis,whé
1 God giues thediuell liberty totempt, affault,
and vexethe will of man being left to it felfe.
And this thing is ir.cicét to obltinate finners;
& we pray againft it iv theie words , Leadws
7ot into temptaria. Thethird aion is,a ceafingto
reftraine corruption of will, cither in wholeor
inpart; as when he reftraines all fins fave one,
or hauing reftrained for a cime, for the punifh-
ment of former finne, ke omits reftraint, per-
mitting man to the luftsof his own heart. The
fourth acion is, the bending,moouing, or sncls-
ning of the wicked wil.And this God dozhnot
by inward infpiratio(for tuenbw fhould bethe
caufe of finne )but by prefenting to the minde
and will,obieés good,or at the leaft, indiffe-
rent inthéfelues:epon which obie@s, the will
takes occafion to be wilfull,obftinate,and re~
bellious, not meued theretoby God, but free-
{ Iy moouing it feife. The heate of the fomacke
in the winter feafon, is increafed , notby the
heat of things taken inwardly, but by the cold
of the ayreseucry way cdpafsing the body.An
vnbroken horfe beeing fpurd becaufe he goes
ontof order,hee flings out, and caftshis rider.
1 And thus the finfull wil of man,vrged by com-
| mandeméts,threatnings, iudgements; allured
| by promifes & blefsings, growesmore finfull

and wicked. Pawl faith, that finme tooke occafion

vponthe goodcommandements of God,to reuiue &

to be fintull out of meafure. Dawsd fajth, that

God moened the beart of the Egyptiansro bate |*

his people. But how ? He blefled the Ifraclites
exceedingly more then the Egyptians. And
vpon this worke of God, they tooke occafion
to enuic and to hate the Ifraclites.,

The fifth a@ion s, ordination,whereby God
Jvferh well the wickednefle of the will of man,
{and dire@eth it againft the nature thereof to
l good ends;cuen as the learned Phyfitian fom-
timesof poyfon makes a remedy.In this fenfe
Aftir is called the rod of bés indignation: and the
Medes & Perfians,bis fanitifiedones: The Iews
inthe crucifying of Chrift, willed and minded
|nothing but his death & deftruction ; yet God
willed, and by them wrought the redemption
of mankind. He works his owne good worke
by mans will,as by an a&ive inftrument , and
withal,he leanes the will to it fclf to work his
owne evill worke. Thelaft a@ionof God is,
wkE a man is going onin his own wickednes,
be turnes hins vnto bimfelfe, of his exceeding
mercy: and fometimes againe, he opens 4 way,
that that perfon, who of himfelfe runncs into
wickednefle, may rufh headlong to his owne
deltruction, for the further exccution of di-
vine iuftice : as whenan houfe is falling , the
owner thereof will not vader-prop it,neither
will ke pufh it downe: but he takesaway all
impediments, and digs away the carth round
about it , not touching the foundation , that
when it fals, it may falldowne right.

Thus we fee briefly, the harmonie of mans
will & Gods will:now letvs cometo the vic,
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which ismanifold. Fitft of alt; byzhe forme
dotrine,we arebronght toa fightvaderftan l
ding of many-places of Scripturé: The Lord |
(aith of Phuarass] will barderrhis beart. Andtais|
hes faid to doe, not becaufe he fetsand i |
prints hardnefic io his heart but becanferby.!
fandry actions het orders.and:gouctnes his
wicked wiil:4nd they are foure. Firlt,be per
wits Pharao tohisown wilifecondly ;heleaues
him to the malice.of the divell , and the hafts
of his ownre heart: thirdly, he vrgeshim with
acommandethent, to lct the people joe.: Aud:
Pharas the more hee is vrged:, the:{tiffer and
ftubboner hee is’, and the more he-febels a<;
gainft God; whereas bee ought indeéd tohaue
beene the more obedient; Laftly , God vieth,
the hardueffc of Pharaos heart,tathe manife- !
{ration of his owne inlticcand itdgementzand |
htherefore he.opens him away ;-that hecimay:
tuone head-long to his owne deftraction. In
this manuer, and no otherwife, areche.plices
tobee vnderfiood, when the Seripture faithg +
that God put 4 lying [pirit inta-the monthes of the
prophcts of Abab:that if a prophes be deceined,che |
Lorddeceined bims: that be giues vp wen to¥repro- |
bare minds:that befends rong illufians tobeleene !
lies. Inthe booke of Samuelitis {2id The Lord
commanded Shemi to carfe Danid:becanfe about |
this curfing,therc is atwo- foldagionin God.|
One, that he reftraines the wicked heartof |
Sheami, in refpe of all other finié, and notin'{
refpect of this finne of tailing, to.which God 'C
leaues him. The fecond,hevféthhim asanin-
{trument to corredtand to humile DawidiAnd |
thus likewife mut the placesbee vaderftood, |
when it is faid ». that God delinered the wines of
Dasidto Abfolon, Andthar he flirred vp Dauid
tonumber the people.Laltly, Jofeph faith,that the .
Lordfent bim inte Egype:8& that for two caufes.
Ones becaufe when his bretliren wereabout |
to miake him away , God by his pronidence’, |
caufed Merchantsto pafle by in-their fight
whereupon they tooke occafion to fel him in-
to Egypt. Thefecond; becanfe Ged difpofed
this fact of theirs, to the good of Facob and his |
family, intimeto come.” Andthusareall like |
placesof Scripture tobe vaderftood.’
Againe, fome fchoole-Diuines, tollowing D
Damafcen,make and afcribe to Godyanappli-
edor depending will, on thismanner s God:
forhis part, would haue all men-withont cx-
ceptiontobe faued : why thea:are ahey not ;
faued? They themfclues will nbtdnd becanfe |
they willnot ; God thercfore cioofeth fome ,
and refufeth others. But accordingco the for=
merdorine, I take thiskinde of applied will, |
"to bee an inuention of mans braine,. For thie
contrarieis the teuth, namely, that mans will
wholly depends on the will of God. That vef- l
(elsbe fomeof honous, fome of dithonour; it |
isnotin the power of the clay ; bt inthe will |
of thepotter-The firlt caufcorders thefecond;
and not the fecond the firlt. To-make Gods
will depend on maus wil,is to-put God ont of
his throncof maieftie; and to fet the creature’!

B! comie to piffe;becantd Giodby decreehact: de-

hisroniec Othersfetforth the depending
ill of Giorhisrehisspanner:God(fay they) de-
:cxees pathing in pdreicalar; of things that gre
| cafialland concipgentiitiwthe forg-feesayith-
(inhi , wvhai chewill ofthe creaturg will
" doe, ornordoe; swhenthings are thus or thus'
i ordereds ;amsd vpon thisfoie Gght, hee:gopfe-
 quentlydetermings what fhall bee done- - But
! thig opinion,. s itgivgsanto Goda Tainman |
| generall prehidence, fo it takes away thocer-
| tainc d irutionof (God, touchi -
itjcnlar enegiege: And-itis abfrd tothinke; that
1God fhould: fore-fee the future afts of igtans
 free-will, when asyet he huth determined no-
sthingt - forthingsthat thall be,are therefore to

|termined their-being-And therefore;thi fore-
{knowledgeofthings thatdhal be,followesthe
idecree atGogd: And it Gade decree prefup-*
! pofemans wjlling of thiset. thatatd, there-
upon determine, “hpw fhall thas fpeech.of the
:Lord Rand; .J wiilcaufe them sowalke inmp, fra:
jires? Fax bereby is figrified;. tharGod-doth
nos attead @i the will of man, butbrings faais
bwillin fubiection to hinifelre.~And therefore
ithisatierding w il aferibed to Gads isimpro-|
ued gnen of tie Papiftsthemfclogs, -, 0 7

Thirdly, i thae mans Will Gands fbig&-abv

}y,eqld voluntagy fabiedtjonto him inal thifigs;
when his. will is manite{¥-vaza vs.

cutrence of mans wil & Gods wil mult be the
ftay & ground:af our pasience & comfozt. For
there is no calamity.or mifry, thacbetides vs
by & from the will of mgn,without the. wil.of
God;The creature can il nothing againft:vs,
tunleffe it be fielk thewil of God: and it cando
neither more nar lefle,he God wil. The diue]
could not touch Job without leaue: & hegonld
'not enter. into the heard of fwine without
|leaus, V ponsthis gronnd Daxid fpeakes onthis
fefted): Lot Shemsi cutfe,for be curfésh,becaufethe
| Lordsbids him doe fo.; lofeph comforts himfelfe
and his beethren inthis, that not they fo much
3sthe Loxd,fenthim into Egypt. -
As there is an harmony between Gods wil &
| mans wilifo there is a difféc between manswil
& Gods ward, ot his fignifying wil,as appears
by the textinhand. (4)Schoolemen vponthis
diffent, make a diitintion of Gods gracesinte
fafficicat & efAv@uall, Sufficient they calehat, |
| whereby amap may be faued, ifhe wilinot be
wanting to himfelfe. Effc@uall,wherby a man
is indeed faued. The firft(they fay) is ginenso
all men, atone time or another : the fecond is

- Lafity,this:docrine of the conferit avd con- |
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* did al that mig't be doae to his Viine, zromaké:

- 1geable perfeuerance, fpecially, if he fhould be

 |faluatid,isalfocfeaal; namely,the gift of re-

I
|
TP R

- Thie firlt, albeirhée was God;full of maiefty,

%
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NOf Gods free grace,

ly,in the ceation: but hence cansigt:be gathe-
red, thae when God called the luwc;t}y his
word, that then, then I'fay he ganethemduffi-
iclent grace. Secondy; itisebieded, tharGod

it bring forth good fruitjand yet forall this,it:
frougtie forthnothiag but wild grapessthere-
fore itis faid, there Mult needs beagrace fuf..
"ﬁdtnt to faluation,which isnot e ffe@ual.f -
\fwer:God did that.to his vinyard,that was fuf-
\ficient to makeagood Vine bringforth frait,
|(andchat is the meaning of the place. in Jfay )’
ithoughnot fufficient to change thie nararcot®
'an enil vine,& to.make it a gaod wiie.Itis ves:
iged, that the Lord faith, he waited fot gtapes;
‘which he wold n0% haiic donesvnies there had
ibin hope; by reafon:of:fifficient grace ginen.
if anfiwer.agyin.: that'the Lord waited for fruit,
inot becaufe God thet'gaue thé fffici€t grace
|whea he waited, * but becaufe the Church of|
{theTews wasinfhew & pretencea good vine,
:& thereby gaue hopeofgood fruic.Twirdlyit is
‘obieed;that Adsm received fufficient graces-
Jard ehat hehad not effcuill grace,becaufe he
\fellat anfwer: Adamshad fafficient tothe perfe-
1 €O of a creatare;burnet fufficient to vachan-

affaalted by temptation. Like wife he had grace
eff:uall,in refped of rigtiteoufhes & happi-
nes,but not in refpect of porfeucraticé in both,
Grace in him {o fat foith as it wis fufficient to
happisies, it was alfo effe@ual. Laftly it is obie-
&ted that God forfakes no man,tilhé firft for-
fake God:and thetfore, that God “for his pare,
gines grace-fufficient to aluation. An/, There
lisadouble kind of forfikingin Godione s for
jeriall,the other for pantthment. Thie forfiking
‘whiciis for trials fake; goes beforé mais fin,

dans was for order ofnature, firlt forfaken of
God,before he foifoske God. The forfaking
whiclyis for pupithinent alwaiesfollows afeer
fin, & bf this muft the'rile be videtRood;that |
they which are forfaken of God, did firft for-
fake God. Now the eruth which weare to hold
inchis point, isthusinuch & There:is a grace
whtich is ffficierto ehe conuictiori of a finner,
whichis not effeuall to faluation: and again;
thete is2 gracewhich is fufficiét tothe leading
ofaciuill life;whichisnot effetuall to faluati=
ort 2 yetthe grace whichis indeed- fafficient to

gereratit, in whichGadgiues hot onlythe po-
wer tobe couertcd,butalfo the wil & the deed

‘Thiis much ofthe Hirmonié :  now comes
theifourth poitittobeconflidered, namely, in
whiat manace Chrilimilled'the’ converfion: of |
erufalem. He willed1t firft,inVaus fecondly in
atémoe. -His'loue s fer foreh:by- two things.

2hd we vile-wretches; his enemies by nature;
yet wishe coiitent t6 take vporihim ; 2 vile

i which he forfakes God. In thisregard, 4- |

ahif bife condition, tobee vnto the: Fewes as
|duhen:: The fEcond was, thiat Hied takes viotd

latace ty obzy anycomandement of his,iame- |A:| him; the fifhiogis, the difpoficion, andtcTn;d‘

affection of the hen to heryong ones.
~-Thacall thismay the bewwerbee conceined,
theee quettions .ate to .bee propounded. - The
firft is;.. whether there bee fuch an affeGtion.of
tonoin God, as is in man and beaft ? I anfiver:
that affe@ions'of. the creatures ; -are notprow
perly incident vato God, becaufe they make
many changes, and God is without. change.
And therefore allaffe@ions, and the loue that
isin man andbeaft , isafcribed to God by fi-
gure : and that for two cavfess Firlt, becaufe:
thereis in God anvnchangeable nature, that
iswell pleafed with enery good thing, and a
will that ferionfly willeth the preferuation of
B | cuery good thing : and of this nature and will
lof God, thebelt loue in thecreatureis but a
{light fhadow.Secondly,the affection of loue is
|afcribed to God 5 becaule hee doththe fame:
things that loue makes the creature doe : be-
caufe he beftowethblefsings and benefits vp-
onhis creature, asthe louer dozh onthe per-
fonloued. Inthisfortarcall other affe@ions
afcribedto God,and no otherwife.
-Thefecond queftion is,whether there bee in
God, an hatred of his creatures : for God is
comparedto the hen which loucth her young
oncs.Anf. If hatred be taken for a pafsion ins
cident toman,it isnot incident to Ged: if it be
taken for a worke of Gods prounidence and iu-
{tice,itis inGod: & that in threerefpects.Firlt
of all in Scripture,hatred fometimes fignifies a
deniall of loue & mercy:as whenit isfaid;chat
he which wil follow Chriltmuft bate father c5-
mother:that is,negle@ them, or not loue them,
in refpec of Chrift, Inchisfence,hatred agrees
vnto God. For heis faid to loue Jacob, and to
hate Efax; that is, not to love Efas withthat
loue wherewith he loned facob. “Againesthere
isin God a nature that abhorreth and dete-
fteth iniguity:thus faith the Plalmift, that God
loneth rigbt':anﬁm,and batethiniguity. And thus
God hates man, not fimply, becaufe he is the
handy-work of God,but becaufehe isa finner,
and by reafon of the worke of the diuell in
man,namely fin,which isfimply hatedof God,
Thirdly, God.plagueth & punifheth off:nders,
and in this regard he is faid to hatethem. Thus,
faith Danid; That God hates theworkers of iniqui-
£y.65-defbroyes thé that fpeake lies By this which
hathbeene faid, it appeares thatthere be two
degreesofhatredin God:one is Negatiue,wheé
Godas anabfblute Lord, beftoweshis fpeciall
ioue on fome,& denies it vnto others, becaufe
his pleafure is fo:the fecond is Pofitiue: whé he
hates and detefts his creature: and this fécond
alwaics followes {in, and it is euer for fin : bur
the other goesbefore finoe. And whereasit is
faid in this text; that God s as the hen that lo-
uethall her chickens, & gathers them all toge-
ther ; it mult be vndertood, that cur Sauiour
Chrift here fets down his dealing,not with all
bis ,and withall mankind : but onely
his dealing toward his own Church, in which
he callethall outwardly , by the foundof his
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word, & receiues alloutwardly into the coue.|
nant.. By this which hathbeene faid, wee are
taughriafter the example of God, to hateand
detelt iniquity ,and yet alwaies to make diffe-
rence betweene the perfon and the finne.

The thitd queftion is, in whatthing is Chrift
asan hento his Church ¢ 44/ In temporall
blefsingsand deliaerances : in afflicions and
manitold correions : but efpecially &princi-
pallyin his word publifhed in the miniftery of
the prophets. For it is the wing which he fpred
ouer his people: and it is the voice wherby he
called,and(as it were)clocked them vnto him.

that Chrift would haue gathered Ierufalemas
the hen gathereth her chickens:now followes
the vit. By thiswe fee the tender lone of God
to this Church and land. For ithath pleafed
him to propound vato vs the Gofpel of falua-
tion,and that now more then 4o. yeares. And
infodoing heehath offered long to imbrace
vs in theatmes ofhis mercy : andinfpreading
his wing-oer vs to become our Gmgand our
Sauiour: for this tender lone, our hearts muft
be filled withloueto Chrift, ind our mouthes
withpraife. Againe we learne hience,that the
Gofpel brings all other blefsings of God with
it.For God i it communicates hisowne felfe
untovs, asthe henne to her young ones. The
kingdome of God brings all things elfe with
it, that may feruc for the goodof man: and
where the Gofpel is zmbraced, there is Gods
kingdome. The peaceand prote@ion of this
Chutchand land, wherby we haue bin prefer-
ued from being a prey to our enemies, comes
by meancsof the Gofpell of life, Therefore
foolifh and falfe isthe conceitof fundey popiih
perfons,that fay, there wasneuer fuch plentic
inthe world,as when the old learning(as they
fay) orold religion was. Secondly,by this we
are aducrtifed, if we would hauc all neceflaric
blefsingsfor this life,ficlt of all to embrace the
Gofpelof Chrift, Thirdly,if Chrift take vato
him the difpsfition of thehen : wee likewife
malt take vato vs the difpofition of the chic-
Kken in refpect of Chrift, and that in three
things. Firlt,we maft faffor out felucs to bega-
thered to Chri;that is, to be turned varo him
fromall our fins,to beleeue in him,to be of the
fame mind aud difpofition with him, to fuffer
him to quicken vs with his heauenly and fpiri-
taal] life , as the hen cherifheth her chickens
by ittingonthem. Seconily,wee muftattend
vpon the word & wil of Chrift, as the chicken

vpan the call of the henne : and fuffer him to
rulevs both in heart and life for all things,

Thethirdthing is, that wee makt dependon

the fweer and merciful promifesof Chrift,and

fhrowd our felues vader his wing again® hell,
Sathan,death,damnation. And verily all fach

amongvs, whe arenot carefull to performe
thefe threethingsto Chrift,are nobetter then

monftrous rébels, confidering hee'hach in his

mercifall and tender loue, foughtto winvs to

himfelfe forthefe forty yeares.

Thus wee fee the meaningof the fimilitude, |

A|  Thusmuchof the loe of. Chrift : now 1
come to his'paticnce inthefe words : Hoipof-
#en womld{ 2. The meaning whereof is thisiyion
haue continually fromtime'to time prouoked
me by your finnessyet did I not ‘withdtaw y
loue from you, but femt my Prophets- from
time to time vato you, to'calt you and gather
you vato me.And this patience of God jsKere
exprefled to aggrauate therebeliion of Terafa.
lem.I will thertore fpeak alittleof it. And Arft
it may bee demanded, whether the verttie ot
patience that is inmen, bee alfo inGod. . I an-
qur,propcrly itisnot. For where this kind of
patienceis,there is pafsion & fufferance - now
Godis not fubic& to any pafsionor fuff=rice,
becaufe his nature is vnchangeable., - Aguine,
B i that whichis in God properly, is in him cter-
nally:this patience is not in him eternally, but
for the time of the continnance of chis: world.
Neuerthelefle, Scriptureaferites this paticnce
toGod for two caufes. The firft is, becaufe
thereis in God an infinite goodnes of will and
natare,whereby he neuer fimply wils the per-
dition or deftruction of any creature. Ezrchiel
faith,Godwils not, that is, takes no delighe in
the deathofafinver. And whereas ir-is faid,
that vengeance is Gods,end be willrepay; ic muft
be thus taken, that Godin renenge doth not
abfolutely intend to deftroy, but onely to exc-
cute iuftice in the punithment of finne, Ir may !
be obic&ed, that God is faid, r0 make veffelis of

muft éircumipe@ly and warily be vaderftood ,
& I'take the meaning of itto be this, that God
makes veffels of wrath,ot veflels for wrath by
his willund decree,wherby he decreesto pafle
by fome and to forfake them, in refpectof his
loue and mercy. Andthisa@of God in pate
fing by, andin forfiking of men, is asit were,
toferthem apartto become veflcls of wrath,
And though God in fecretand iuft ivdgement
docthis , yethe ncuer fils any of thele veffels
with his wrach,vatill they haue beene tainted

b goodnefle of God, whereby the vertue of pati-
ence is but a fhadow,God is faid to be patient.| -

with iniquitic: and thongh theybee prepared

wiath preparedto deferuitis. ) anfwer,this place|

to deftru&tion, yet they are neter indecd de-
ftroyed bat for their fins. Thus then , by rea-
fon of this excellent and incomprehenble

The fecond canfe,why God is faid to be pa-
tient, is becanfehe doth che fame things that
patient mendoe. Firlt, hee innitesmento re-
pentance : fecondly, hee promifeth pardon:
thirdly;he defers punithment: fourthly,at the
fielt he onely inflits leffz panithment, whea
they doe po good, e infli@s greater: and lalt-
ly, wheathere is no hopz of amendment, hee
inflits euerlalting death and detru@ion, |

The end of Gods patienceis two-foldsone, |
that the electof Godmay hee gathered and |
called; theother, that allexcufe might bec ta-
ken from the vagodly.

The patience of God iseither vniuerfall, or
particular. Voiuerfal,which pertainstoal mé.

1 The decree of dininciuftice was fer downe to
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Adam and inbim to all mankind : Whenthou A
{halt cate of the forbidden fruite;in dysng thow
[hale D I E, that is, prefently dye the firltand
fecond death. - Dathanand Abivans prefently:
vpon their rebellion, went downe into the
carth quicke. The capraines with theic fiftics,
wege prefently vpon: their comming to Elies
deftroyed with fire from heauen. “Andfo oft
asany-man {innes, hedeferues prefent deftra-
&ion:and fo tany fins as we haue committed,
fo many.d haue wedefc Here
it may be demanded, why God dothnotexe-
cute his decree accardingly. I anfwer,God in
iultice remembers mercy, yeahis inftice giues
place to mercy. For there is another decree of|
metcy,which he wil haue as well tobe accom-
plithed asthe decree of iultice,and that is,The
| feed: of the wonsan (hall bruif the Serpenss bead,
Againe, Aske of me and I'will gine thee the bhea-
thenfortbine inberitance, and the end of she earsh
for thy poffe fion.Thar mercy then may be (hew-
ed vponmankind, infticeiscxzcuted in great
patience by certen degeees. And thispatience
pertaines to all men without exception, that
come of 4dam by generation.

Speciall patience is that which concernes
particular men or countrics. Thus God fpared
the old world 1 20. yeares before hee fent the
flood:he fpared the Amorites tilltheir iniqui-
ties werefull : hee [pared the Egyptians 400.
yeres. He deferred the punithmeneofthe ido-
Latry of Lfrael 350.yeates,and thenhe punith-
ed itwith fucaty yeares captivitic. Hawin-
ked at :he ignorance of the Gentiles 4000,
yeates. Antichrift fhall not vitetly bee de-
ftroied til theaomming of Chrifte When men
blafpheme God and Chrift,{wearing wounds,
blood,heart,fides naileslife;if they had their
defert.they thould defeend tohéll quicke, and
that prefently : but God forbeares them , and
fandry fuch perfons are voachfafed the grace
oftrue repentance, The very lealt offindour
vpon earth is partaker of thegreat paticnce of
Sod.For he fuftainesthe members: of oue bo-
dies, the powers and motions of the foule in
fucha@ious inwhich weoffznd him. *And no
creature can fufficicn:ly confider the greatnes
ofthis long fuifering. o .

The vf to be madeof the patience of God
followes. Firlt, itfermethto teach allmen to )
turne to God by truc tepentance, Rom. 2..4.
Dofpifeft thos the paticce 5 long fiffering of God,

t0 yepentauce? God is pasiens sovards vs,andwould |
hane noman topersfh, bus would haue all men to i
come torepentance. To come more neere vato

our felues and this Baglifh nation. Row isthe !
day of our viiitation,and hath bin for the fpace ,
of thefeforty yearesand more; inwhich God .
ingreat paticnce hath continually called vp- :
on vs,knockingat thedoore of our hearts,and |
ftretched out the armes of his mercy vnto vs.
Whetefore the commen duty of all Englith
peopleis , to tarne vate God withall theie %

heartsaccording to all the faw of God, asitis !

‘| haue little or no care to know God, & to hnow

faid of fofius. And thatthisduty maysindeed
beprattiled, I wiil viscertaine reafons, that |
may ferue to Rirrevp our dead minds. Firft,
thetime ofthe continuance of the. patience
of God. is hidden and . voknowen vato:vs:
And herenpon, when men-abufing the pati-
ence of God fhall fay,peace,peace, then, then
fhail come fudaine deftru&ion,as trauaile yp-
onawoman. And therefore the time is to bee
redeemed,and as S. Peter faith: Wee mnft watch
andmake baft for the comming of the Lord, Se-
condly, the greater the patienice of God is
and hathbin, the greater (hallhis angerbe, A
blow,the longeritisin comming, the greater
itis. Yeathevery wrath.of God- init felfe is
moft horrible.The wrath ofa lion,of a prince,
yea the wrath of all creatures tothe wrath of
God, isbutas a drop of water to the whole
fea. Athis indiguation the very i
melrsthe heauensand the ¢lements fhall mele
achiscomming:much morefhall ourrocky &
ftony heartsmelt. Thirdly,God hathhis trea-
fury,and {torehoufes for indgement ;land they
which goeon in theit finnes from dayto day
fill this treafury of God withwrath and iudg -
ments againft the day of wrath.. And when
menturne heartily from theit cuill wayes, this
treafury isemptied, as appeares by the exam-
ple of the Niniuites. W herefore let vs all from
thehigheft to the loweft bethinke our felucs
what cuill we haue done, andhow we hanea-
bufed the mercifull patience of God,and make
fpecdto turne vato God and Chrilt our mer-
cifull Saviour. Some will fay , wee abufe not
Gods patience 5 we haue repented long agoe.
Ianfwer the number ofthem that truely turne
vato God in their hearts, isbut very fmall,in
compaifon , eucn as the gleaning is to the
whole harueft.It will be faid again, we are not
asthe Tewes,that deny lefus Chrift to bethe
Mefsias. I anfwerswe confefle Chrilk in word,
but there is a great maltitude among vs, that
deny him in their deedes and naughty liues.
For to omit the finnes of the fecond tabdle ,
therebe fiue notorious fins that are common)
among vs. Wilfull ignorance ; in that men)

theway of life. The fecond is, the prophane
contépt of the Gofpel. Fornow the obedience
tothis bleffed do@rine of life, yea , the very
thew ofit,isin common reputation, Precife~
nes. And now adaies vnder this name the pro-
fefsion of the Gofpel comesotherwhiles vpon
the ftage to helpe to make vp the play, and to
 minifter matter of mirth. Vpon this wemay
iuftly feare the Gofpel isgoing from vs. The
third (inne is worldlineffe, which reignes and
beares fway in all places,asthough there were
no other world , and as though heauen were
‘vpon carth. The fourth finne of our daics
is luk fle. For ly men arc
-notloft in themfelues, that they might bee
fourd of Chrift, they fecle not their owne
pouertiz,, they. know not. in what neede|

%

they ftand of the blood of Chrift ; and
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therefore they make profefsion of the faich
formally not ferioufly, onely becaufc they are
forced fo to doe by the good lawesof 2 goed
Prince. The laft {inne is Hypocritie,, forall
among vs cometo the Lords table, and there-
by enterinto the highelt degree of Chriftiani-
tythat can be vpon earth: for thereby they
make profefsio that they are vnitedto Chrift,
and hane fellowfhip with him, and grow vp
therein, And yet the mofk becing departed
from this wholly Sacramé: take liberty toliue
asthey lift, defpifing al others that will not fay
and do as they doe. Thefeand many other,are
the common fruits of al our Englith vineyard.
It ftands vs all inhand to pray vate God,that
! he wonld blow vpon his vineyard; that wee
; may bring forch better fruit, andprenent the
indgements thatotherwifearclike o fall.

Secondly,inthat God s fo patient towards
vs,we are taught to exercifour felues in pati-
ence inrefpect of Godwhen we are afflicted
& corre@ed by him.For wheé he laieshishand
vpon vs,we may net be angey, fret, chafe,and
rage, butquiet ourhearts in hiswill, though
the Croffe be gricuous for meafure, and long
for continuance.. Thispatience to God-ward
istearmed in Scripture by an cxcellent name,
The filence of the beart,whereby the heart with-
out repining fubiects it lfeto the wil of God
in al! things. Pfl.4.4. Examine your bearts vpon
your bed,&5 be ftibl- And 37.7.Be filent 0 fehoua.

Thirdly, if God bethus paticnt towards
men, we againe muft be patient one towards
another:as Pasl faith, Forbeare onc another,and
forgine one another . Godfor Chrifts [ake forgane

“you, The faith of the mexcitull patience ot God
cannot but breed and bring torth in vs pati-
ence and long fuffering s in regard of anger
and reuenge.

Laftly,in thatGod cals vs to faluation with
great patience, we muft fuffer onr feluesto be
called, and run the race of our falnation with
like patience. Wee muft heare the word,and
bring forth frust with patience. W ee muft pray
without fainting & without taking repulfe,as
the woman of Canaan did:and therefore with
patience.Our hopemuft be by patience & through
comfort of the Scriptare.In a word,wee cannot
obrain the promifés with out parsence.

The fitt and laft point to be confidered is,
whatis meant by thechildcé of Herafalem.I
anfwer itthus. Children in Scripture are taken
4-waies, Firft,fomeare children by generatio:
of them reade, Lukthe 3.chapt. wherc a long
genealogie is fer down from Adim to Chritt.
Secondly,fomeare called children by adopti-
onwithont generation. Michal that neuer bare
childto her death,is faid tobeare fine to Adriel:
becaufe the didadopt his children, and bring
them vpas her owne. Thirdly,fome are called
children in regard of legall fucceffion, in titleto
thisor that thing. Thus Zcdechias , who in-
deed was vncle to Iehnakim, is faid to bee the

‘ﬁ,;,,nflehokim , becanfe he did fucceed 7eho-
[akine> (s becing thenexe of the blood) inthe

A

C

D

Kingdome. Teconias ot (onias was thildltﬂé;and
yet heis faid robeget Salathicl; becaufc Salathi~
el wasto fucceed him in the kingdeme ot Iu-
dea, in that he was the next of Dansds honfe.
Laftly, men, inthacthey appereaing toany
ching or place,as children do ro their parents,
are called children thercof. Thus men are cal-
led chitdren of light  of darkenes,of finne of Wrath,
Thus lerufalem is callod the dasgheer of Sion.
And in this tex: citizens, the iuhabitants of
Hierofalem, are called thechildren thereof.

“i'tws much of the Rebellion of Ierufalem;
now followesthe punilhmeunt in thefe words:
Behold, yonr habitation fhall be left vntoyoudefo.
late:or thus, your honfe, that is,both citie and
temple(as it1s in the next chapter )fhalibe left
vnto you as a wilderneffe.

Here wee muft obferue, that the punifh-
men ot Ierofalems rebeliion is a decreed
defolation both of Citie and Temple. And

For this defolation is as it were a looking
glaffc tothis our Englifh nation, inwhich wee
may fee our future condition : efcept we re- |
pent of eur vathankfulnes toGod for his mer-
cies, & fhew better fruits of the Gofpel, then
commonly we doe. Theold werld little regar-
ded the miniftery of Noah thc preacher of
righteoufnes,& was deftroyed by anvoiverfal
flood.Itis agencrall decree of God, The Gen-
tiles and kingdomes that will not ferne thee , fhall
perifly,andbe viterly deftroyed. 1f God fparc not
the naturall branches, hee will much leffe
fpare vs that axe but wild branches, if wencg-
le@ andlightly eftceme the Gofpel of life,as
men cucry where commonly doe.

Secondly, thie defolation of Hicrafalem may
be a glas to euery oneof vr,whoin thefe dajes
of Gods mercifull vifitation,fct the miniltery
of the Gofpel atnought, o lightly refpe@ ir;
for vnleffe fuch perfons amend , and that
betime, vererdefolation will befall both them
and their families, God hathpafled hisfen.
vence, They that withdraw themfelues from God
fball perifh. Now they withdraw themfelucs
from God, thatcannot abide to have fellow-
fhip with himin his word & tobring théfelues
in fubie@ion thercto. Thirdly itappears hence
by the contrary, that the ftability of all king-
domes ftids in the obedience of the Gofpelof
Chrift:for Gods kingdome is moft fore & fta-
ble:againft which nothing can preuaile. And
whé the Gofpel isobeicd inany kingdom, it is
(as it were) founded in the kingdom of God.

Moreouer,this defolation is both perperu.
all,and terriblezit is perpetuall, that is, 1o the
laftiudgement. For Hierufilem muft betrod
vnder toot, zillthetinse of the Gentiles be fulfil.
led;and this is, till there be fignes in the Sunne
and Moone , and the powers of heanen bee
fhaken, and that is immediatly before thelaft
iudgement.Hence I gather,that there is no ci-

the right confideration of it is of great vfe, |

tie of Hierufalem, sor Temple now anding.
It will be faid, that fince the deftruion ther-
of they might hane beenc reedified. 1 anfiver,
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by reafon of the curfe of God, it cannot fobe. A
Three hundredand 0. yeares after the death |
iof Chrift, the Iewes by the leaue and helpe |
of lidian the Emperour, went aboutto build |
againctheir temple and citys but their worke /
- was ouerthrowne , & they hindred by thun- |
der and lightning, & earth quakes, and many |
"of them flaine thereby. Againe, it may be faid,
that there is acity now franding that is called
Hierufalem. Ianfwer, itiseither Iernfalem
-in her ruines,or the citie Bethara, fenced,and
walled by Elsns Adrianus. Secondly, by this
itappcares, that the warresthat were made
heretofore tor therecouery of the Holy land,
and of Icrufalem , were in vaine. This en-
terprifc was the policy of the Pope, that hee
" might the better fcat himfelfe in Europe. And
"there was little good tobe leoked for in the
i placethat God had accorfed with perpetuall
| defolation. Thirdly, by this itappeares, that
- pilgrimages made to the Holy land,are fuper-
{titious. And laftly, I gather hence, that An-
tichrift thal not reigne inthe Temple at Teru-
| falem. Thisis buta Popifh fi@ion. For how
is it pofsible for him to fitin a Temple that is
lveterly diftroyed s in fuch fort, that ftone|
dothnot lye vpon ftone ? Itisobieded, that
Antichrift fhall deftroy thetwo Prophets of
God in the cise i which Chrift was crucified, T
| anfwes,Chriitis as well crucified in his mem-
| berssas in his owne perfon : and thus he was
and isttill crucified in Rome; and in refpz&
of his members more crucified in Rome then
in Ierufalem,

Againe this defolation wasmoft terrible,&
the tribulation thereof fo great, thatthe like
was neaer fince the beginning of the world,
Hiftorics written therof declare asmuch. For
the citie was at the firftbefieged by the armie
of Titus Uefpafianus, called the abhomination of
defolation , andit was withall compafied with
awal! that had 13. caftlesinit, tocommand
the whole citie. 1n thetime of the fiege , the
Ieweswercopprefed witha gricuons famine:
in which their food was old fhooes , old lea-
ther, old hay, and the dung of beafts, There
I died,partly of tic fword,and partly of the fa-
“mine, clcuen hundred thoufand ofthe poorer |
| fort ; two thoufand in one night were imbo-
iwelled: fixethoufand wexe burned ina porch
: of the Temple:the whole city was facked and
. burnt,and laid leucll to the ground: and nine-

ticfcauen thoufand taken captives , and to be
applied to baft & miferable feuice. This hor-
rible dcfolation mult teach vs to dread and
feart God, aud toyeeld vnfained fubie@ion
to Chrift. And as thePlalmilt faith, 1o kige
she Sounc,left bebe angry, and we perithin the

D

way ;when his wrath fhall fuddenly burne.,

Touching this defolation there bee three
things dore by Chrift. Ficft,he determines it,
faying, Your houfe fhallbe lefe vato you defolate,
Hence I gather, that there is a provider.ce of|
God,touching things that come to pafle. That
is onc point. The fecond is,that the difpofitio
of kingdoms, for the begirning, centinuznce,
and end,is ot God.7 be Godof heauen(faith Cy-
vus) hath ginenme allthe kingdomses of the world,
And Damelvo Nebuchaduezzar , The God of
beaien hath ginen thee kingdome,power,and, {glory.
And the haud-writing vpon the wall in the
Gightof Belfhazzar,wastothis ¢ ff&,Thyking-
domse i5 numbred, for continuance of yeares:
is weighed, and foond light in refpe@ of the
finnes of the people : and it i deided to the
Medes and Perfians. This muft teach all good
fubiectsin England , to liftvp their heartsto
God, for the continuance of peace and prote-
¢tionto this Church and land.

Secondly, Chrift revealcs the defolation of
Tervfalem,& that certenly:yea,he determines
the very particular time, This generation (faith
he) fhall ot paffe ikl all thefe things be fulfilied,
And according to this reuclation and predi-
¢ion of Chrift, allthingscame to paffe. For
withinthe compaffe of 40. yeares after it was
deftroyed. Hence, Igather,that this Gofpell
of Matthew , and the reft, are the very word
of God; on this manner. That which foretels
particular things to come certenly and trucly,
isof God: butthe Gofpels foretcll particular
thingsto come certenly and trucly , asin this
place we fee: therefore they are of God.

Thirdlyand laftly, Chrift labours to bring
the Iewes toa ferious confiderationof their
punifhment,when he faith,Bebold. For he doth
asitwere take them by the hand , and bring
themtoa prefent view of their miferie. And
thus he hath alwaics dealt with hispeople fré
the beginning. Yea thus he dealt with Adam
before his fall, when he faid, 7fthon eate the
Jorbidden fruise,in dying thou fhalt die. This feri-
 ous confideration of deferued punithment , is
| of great vfe. It isanoccafion of repentance to
‘ man. It isameancs, if not of repentance, yet

of reftraint of open vices. Againe,the confide-
| ration of cuerlafting punifhments, is a meanes
1 tomake vs patiently beare lefler croffes that
' befall vs inthis life. And therforeit wersto be
wifhed, that men now adaies would ferionfly
{peake and thinke of hell, and of the paines
therof.For then there would be more amend-
mentthenthere is. But this good is hindered ,
partly, by biindncfie of minde, and partly by
falfe imaginations , thatthe iudgements and
punifhments of God may cafily be efcaped.
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