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He death of therighteons,that is of eucry belecuing andrepentan finmer,is a moft
excellent bleffing of Godandbrings with it manyworthy benefits : which thing

1 proane onthis manner. 1. Godbothin the beginning.and inthe

thinke, andbecauft he bash promsifedaide and ffvengthunto them , therefore in
wonderfull wifedomse he u_/fnh vpon thems this heany burthen of death, that
they might make experience what is the exceeding might and power of bis grace

S~ 8 in their weakeneffe. 11. Indgement begins as Gods honfe : and the righteons
are ladenwith affictions and temptasions in this life, and therefere in this world they bane their deaths
and hels. that in desth ¢hey might not fele the torment of bell and death. 111, When Lazarus was dead,
Chrift fuid, He i not deadbut fleepeth : henge it followeth, that the Chriftian mancan [ay, My grane is
my bed,my death is my [leepe : in deash 1 dye niot, bur onely [leepe. It is thonght thar of allserrible things,
death s moft terrible : ‘but it 55 falfe to them that bein Clm;/{ towhom many things happen farre more
beany andbitecr thendeat b. 1V Deathat the firftbrought forth fin, but deathinthe righteons by meanes
of Chrifbs death, abolifbeth finne becanfe it is the accomplifliment of morsification. Anddeath s fofarre
from deftroying fuch asaren Chriftthas therecanbe no better refuge for them againft deash : for prefens.
Iy afterthe death of the body , followes the perfeét freedome of the [pirst ; andthe refurvection of the body,
V. Laply, deathis ameanesof 4 Chrsftian mans perfestion, as Chrift in bis owne example fheweth, [ay.
ing, Luk,13.32+ Behold I will caft ont diuels, and will heale ftill to dayand to morrow, and the
third I will be perie@ed. Nowthis perfettionin the members of Chrift, 1 nothing élfe but the bleffing
of Godthe anthor of peace.fanétifying shems throughout t hat their whole [birits, andfonles and bodses may
bepreferucdwithout blame to the comming of our Lord Iefus Chrift.

Now haning oftenthus confidered with my [elfe of the excellency of death , 1 thoughe good tedraw the
[umme and chicfe beads thereof sutothis fmall Treatife : the proteltion and confideration whereof Icoms-
mendtoyour Ladiflip, defirérg you to accept of it andreadeit at your leyfure, If 1be blamedfor writing
vnto you of death,whereas by thecourfe of rmerm arenet yesneere Zab, Salomon will excife mewho
Jaith that we mnft vemember onr Creater in the daies of our youth. Thus hoping of your Hononrs good ac-
ceptance, I pray Godtoble(fe ¢ his my igtle labowr to your comfort and falwation. Septemb. 7. 1595+
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R2AS Hefe words are a rule or
precept laid down by Sa-
lowson for weighty canfes.
For in the Chapters go-
ing before hee. fets forth
the vanity of al creatures
vnder heanen: andthat
atlargeinthe very parti-
cilars. Now men hereupon might take occa-
fion of difcontentment in refpet of their e-
ftate inthislife: therefore Salomon in great
wifedome here takesa new coutfe,and in this
chapter begins to lay downe certaine rules
of direction and comfort, that men might
haue fomewhat wherwith to arme themfelues
againft the troubles and miftries of this life.
The firft rule is in this third verfe, thatgeed
#Ame is better then a pretions oyntment : that is,a
name gotren and maintained by godly con-
werfation, is a fpeciall bletsingof God, which
in the middeft of the vanities of thislife, mi-
niftreth greater matter of reioycingand com-
fortto the heart ofman, then the moft preti-
ous oyatment can doe to the outward fenfes-
Now fome men hauing heard this firft rule
concerning a good name , might obie& and
fay, thatrenowne and good report inthis lite
affoards flender comfort: confidering that af-
ter it followesdeath, which is the miférable
end of all men. But this obie@ion the wife
man remooucthby a fecond rule in the words
which I haue in hand, faying, that the day of |
dearh s better thentbe daythar one is borne.
That wee may come to the true and pro-
pet fence of this precept or rule, three points
arctobeconfidered. Firft,whatisdeathhere
mgntioned. Secondly, how it can be truely
faid, that the day. of death isbetter then the
day of birth, Thirdly, it what refpe itis
better.

For the firft, deathis adepriuation of life as
a punifhment ordained of God and impofed
onman forhis finne. Firft, 1 {ay,itisa depri-
uation of life,becaufe the very nature of death
isthe abfence or defet ofthat litewhich God
vouchfafed man by his creation. I adde fur-
ther,that death isa punifhm@, more efpecial-
lyto intimate the nature and qualitie of death:
and to fhew, that it was ordained asa meanes
of execution of Geds iuftice and iudgement.
And thatdeathisa punithment ; Pan! plainly
auoucheth when he faith , thatbyone manfinne
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entredintothe world, anddeath by finne. Anda-
gaine chat death s the fFipend,wages or allowance
of finse. Furthermore , in euery punithment
there be three workers: the ordainer of ic,the

Ecclefiaftes 7. 3. )
The day of deash is better then the day that one is borne.

procurer, andthe executioner. Fheordainet
of this pusiifhment is God ia the eftate of mans
innocencie ;- by a folemne ‘law then made in
thefe very words, 1 theday tho eateft thereof, |
thou fhalt die the death, Gen 317, Butirmay be
alleadgedto thecontrary, thatthe Lord faith
by the Prophet Ezechiel, Ezoch. 33.11. thathe |
sill noi the death of a finner ; and thereforethat
heis o ordainer of death. Fhe anfwer may.
cafily be made, and that fundry waies. Fitlt,
the Lord fpeakes not this to all men, orof all
men, but to his own people the-Church of the
Tewes , as appeares by this claufe prefixed,

| verfe 10 Sunpieof - man fay viito the bonfe of 1/~

rael, ¢rc. Againe , the wotds are not fpoken
abfolutely, but onely in way of comparifon,
inthatof the twaine hee rather wils the con-.
uerfionand repentance of a finner , then his
death and deftru@ion. Thirdly,the very mea-
ning of the words import thus much,that God
doth take no delight or pleafiré in the death of
afinner, as it istie ruineand deffyuction of the
creature. And yet all this hinders not but that
God in a new regard and confidetation may
both will- and ordaine death , namely ; as it
is a due and deferuéd punifhment, tenditg to
the executionof inftice : in which inftice god
is as good as in his mercy. Againe, it may
be obiected , thatif deathind¢ede had beene
ordained of God, then e4ddam fhould haue
beene deftroyed , and that prefently vpon his
fall.For the very words are thus, Gen. 2. 17.
Whenfoeuer thow [balt eate of she forbidden fiusre,
thow fhalt certainely die. eAmfw. Sentences of
Scripture are either Legall or Euangelicall,
the Law and the Gofpel becing two fenerall
and diltin& parts of Gods word. Now this
former fentence is Legall, and muft bee vn-
derftood with an exception bocrewed from
the Gofpell or the couenant of grace made
with .Adam, and reucaled to him afterhisfall,
The exception is this: Thou fhalt certainely
dye whenfoeucr thon eatcft the forbidden
fruit , except I doe further giue thee ameanes
of deliuerance from death, namely, the feede
ofthe womanto briife the ferpents head. Se-
condly, it may be anfwerzd, that o 4dsms and
all his polteritie died, and that prefently after
his fall , in that his bodi¢ was made mortall,
and his foule became fubiect to the curfe of
the Law. And whereas God would not vteer-
ly deftroy Adsm atthe very firlt, buc onely
impofe on him the beginnings of the ficftand
the fecond death : hee did the fame in grear
wifedome, that in the middeft of hisiutice he

mightmake 2 way to mercic : which ‘h’.‘]S,
Tta could
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could not haue beene, if .Adam had perifhed.
The executioner of this punifhment is hee
that doth impofé and inflict the fame onman,
and that alfo is God himfelfe, as hee teftifi-
cth of himfelfe in thé Prophet Efay, I/a. 45.7.

three forts: naturall,morall,materiall : Natu-

whichGod fet in enery creature by the creati-
on. Moralleuill, is the want of that righteonf-
neffe and.vertue which the law requires at
mans hand: and that is called finne. Materiall
enill is, any mattet or thing which in it felfe is

mans fall it is hurtfull to the health and life of |
man,as Henbane, Wolfebane, Hemlocke, and
all other poyfons are. Now this fayingof Efay
mult notie vnderftood of moralleuils, but of
fuch as are either materiall or naturall ; to the
latter of which, deathis to bereferred, which
isthe deftru®ion.or abolifhment of mans na-
turé created.

1make peace, andcreate enifl. Now evill is of |

rall euill, is the deftrucion of that order| .

1good creatureof God, yet £0,asby reafonof |
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foule of man isa fpirit or fpiritwall fubftance,

_ |whereas the foule of a beatt is no fabftance,

but a naturall vigour or qualitie , and hath no
beeing in it fcife without the bodie, on which
itwholly dependeth. The fouke of man con-
tratiwife being created of nothing, and brea-
thed into the bodie, and as well fubfifting
forthof itasin it.

The kinds of death are two, asthe kinds
of life are,bodily and fpirituall,  Bodily death-

is nothing elfe but the feparation of the fotle |

fromthe bodie , as bedily life is the conitme
&ion of body and foule : andthis deathis'cal-|
ledehefirft » becaufe in refpeé of time:it goes
before the feconde Spiritall death,is the e-
parationof the whole man both in body.afid
foule , from the gracious fellowfhip of God.
Of thefe twaine, the firft isbut an entranceto
death,, and the fecond is the accomplifhment
of it. For asthe fouleis the life of the be-
dic, fo God is thelifeof the foule, and his fpi-
it is the foule of our foules, and the want of
fel&owfhip with him brings nothing bue the

Theprocurer of death isman,not God; in
thatman by his finnes and difobedience did
pull vpon himfelfe this punifhment. Therefore
the Lord faithin Ofeah, Ofe.13.6. O Ifracl,one
hathdeftroyedthes, but inmee s thine belpe, A-
gainftthis it may be obiected , that manwas
mortall in the eltate of innocencie before the
fall. eAnfw. The frame and compofition of
mans bodie confidered in it felfe: was mortall,
becanfe it was made of water & carth, and o-
ther elements,whichare of themfelues altexa-
ble and changeable:yet if we refpect the grace
and blefing which God did- vouchfafe mans
bodic in his creation, it was vnchangeable
and immortall , and fo by the fame blefsing
fhould haue continued, if man had not fallen ;
and manby his fall depriuing himfelfe of this
gift and blefsing, became cuery way mor-
tall, .

Thus it appeares in part whatdeathis: yet
forthe better clearingof thispoint , weate to
confider the difference of the death of a man
and of a beaft. The death of a beaft is the to-
tall and finall aboli(hment of the whele crea-
tire:for the body is refolued to his firft mac-
ter,and the foule arifing of the temperature of
thebodie , vanifheth to nothing. Butin the
death of man it is otherwife. For though the
bodie for a time be refolued to duft, yermult
it rife againe in the laft jugement, and be-
come immortall s and as for the foule it fub.-
fifteth by it felfe out of the bodic , and isim-
mortall. And this being {0,it may be deman-
ded, how the foule can diethe fecond death.
Anfw. Thefouledies, not becanfe it is veter-
ly abolifhed : but becaufe it is as though it
werenot, and it ceafethto bee in refpe of
rightcoufnefleand fellowfhip with God. And
indced this is the death of all deaths,when the
creature hath fubfifting and beeing, and yet
for all thisis depriued of all comfortable fel-
lowfhip with God.

Thereafon of thisdifference is,becanfe the

D

and vnfpeakable h and pangs
of death. .

Againe, fpirituall death hath three diftin@
and feucrall degrees. The firftis,when a man
that is alive in refpeé of temporall life , lies
dead infinne. Of this degree Paul fpeaketh,
when he faith, 1 Tims. 5. 6. But fhee that liues in
Pleafisre,is deadwhile fbe lineth, And this isthe
cafe of all men by nature , who are the chil-
dren of wrath, and dead sn finnes andtre(paffes,
Eph.2.1. The fecond degree is the very endof
this life, when the body is laid in the carth,
and the foule defcends tothe placeof torment.
Thethird degreeis in the day of iudgement,
when the body and foule mect againe,and goe
both to the placeof the damned, there to ﬁce
tormented for euer and euer.

Hauing thus found the nature and differen-
ces,andkinds of death, it is more then mani-
feft, that the textin hand is tobe vnderftood,
not of the fpirituall, but of the bodily death s
becaufe it is oppofed to the birth or natiuitie
of man,The wordsthen muft carry this fenfa:
Thetimeof bodily death in which the bodie
and foule of man are feuered afinder, it is bet-
ter then the timein which oneis brought into
the world,

Thus muchof the firft point : now follow-
cththe fecond, andthatis, howthiscan bee
true which Salomson faith , that the day of death
ssbetser then the day of birth, 1 make notthis
queftion to call the Scriptutes into contro-
uerfie, which are thetruthit felfe, but 1 doe it
forthis end , that wee might without waue-
ring be refolued of this which Salemen auou-
cheth. For there may bec fundry reafons
brought to the contrary. Thércfore let vs han~
dle the queftion: the reafons or obicétions
whichmay be alleadged to the contrary, may
allbereduced ro fixc heads. The firft is taken
from the opinion of wife men, whothinkeit

the beft thing of all neuer to bec borne, and

the
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the next beft to die quickely. Now ifiit bee
thebeft thing in the world not to bee borne
atall, thenitisthe worlt thingthat can be to
dye afteraman is borne. eAnfwer. Therebe
two forts of men:onc,that line and die in their
finnes without repentarcet theother, which
vofainedly repent and beleenein Chrift-Now
this fentence may bee truely anouched of the
firft: of whom wee may fay as Chyift faid of
Iudas, Mat.26.24 It hadbsene gosdfor bins shat
be badnener beene borne. But the faying applied
to the fecond fort of men is falfe. Forto them
that in this life turncto God by repentance,
the beft thing of all is to bee borne ; becaufe
theit birth is a degree of preparation to hap-
pineffe;and the next beft is to die quickly: be-
canfe by death they enter into poffefsion of
thefame their happineffe. Forthis caufe Ba-
laam defirerd the death of the righteous s and
Salomon inthisplace preferresthe day of death
before the diy of birth , vnderftanding that
death whichis ioyned with godly life, orthe
death of the righteous.

The fecond obie&tion is taken from thete-
ftimonies of Scripture. Death is the wages of|
finme,Row.6.23.it is an enemie of Chrift,1. Cor.
15+ and thecurfs of the law. Henceit feemes
tofollow, that in and by death, men recciue
theirwagesand paiment for their finnes: that
theday of deathisthe dolefull day in which
the enemy premailes againft vs: that hee
whichdyeth is cutfed. Anfiver. Wee mnft di-
ftinguifh of death: it muft be confidered two
wayes: firlt, asitisby it felfe in hisowne pa-
ture: fecondly, asit is altered and changed by
Chrift. Now deathby it felfe confidered, isin-
deed the wages of finne, and enemy of Chrift
and ofall his members , and the curfe of the
law,yea the very fuburbes and gatesof helzyet
in the fecond refpect , itisnotfo: for by the
vertue of the death of Chrift, it ceafethto bee
aplague or punifhment, and ofa curfe it is
made ablefsing, and is become vnto vsa paf-
fage or mid-way betweene this life and cter-
nall life, and as it were a new wicketordoore
whereby we paffe outof this world,and enter
into hieauen. And in this refpeé the faying
of Salewon is mioft true s for in the day of
bitth-, men are borne and brought forth into
the vale of mifery , bur afterward when they
gochence, hauing deathaltered vnte them by
the death of Chrift, they enter into cternall
ioy and happinefle with all the Saints of God
for ener. ' B

The third obic@ion is taken from the ex-
amples of moft worthy men, who haue made
theic prayers againft death: Asour Sauiour
Chriftwho prayed on this manner,: Like. 23.
4a.Fatherifitbe thywib, let shiscuppe paffe from
me, yet not sy will but thy wil be done. And Danid.
prayed, Pfal.6.4,5. Returne,O Lord:deliuer my
Jaule, fans meefor thymercies fakes for in death
there is noyemsembrance of thee, in the grane who
Jhallpraifethee? And Ezeohiah, when the Pro-
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| dome after them, 1 King.8.25.Now Ezechish

order, and tolde him that hee muft die, wept
fore, and that in refpe of death: now by the
examples of thefe moft worthy men: yea by
the example of the Sonne 0f God himfelfe, it
may feeme that the day of deathis themoft
terrible and dolefull day ofall. 4nfiv, When
our Saviour Chrift prayed thus to his Father,
hee wasinhisagony , and hee then asour Re-
deemer ftood in our roomeand ftead,to faffer
allthings that we fhould haue fuffered inour
owneperfons for our finmes: and therefore he
prayed not fimply againft death, but againft
the curfed death ‘of the croffe: and hee fea-

red not deathit felfe, whichis the feparati-
on ofbodyand foule, bur the curfe ofthe law

which went withdeath,namely, the vnfpeak-
able wrathand indignation of God. The firlt
death troubled himnot, but the firft and fe-
cond ioyned togither. Touching Danid,when
hee made the fixt Pfalme , hve was not onely

ficke in body , butalfo perplexed with the

greateft temptation of all,in that he wreftled

in confcience with the wrath of God, as ap-

pearesby the words ofthetext, where hee

faith, Lerdrebuke me not inthy wrath, And by

this we fee that hee prayed not fimply againft

death, butagainftdeath arthat ingmt when

hee was in that grieuous temptation. For at

other times hee had no fiuch feare of death, as

hee himfelfe teltifieth, faying, Pfalme. 23.4.
Though 1 fhould walke through the valley ﬂ; the
jhadow of death 5, ?wi/l | fearenoenill. Therefore
hee prayed againft death onely asit wasioy- |
ned with the apprehenfion of Geds wrath.
Laftly, Ezehiab prayed againit death, not |
onely becaufe he defired to live and doe fer-
viceto God in his kingdome, but vpona furs
ther and more fpeciall regard ; becaufe when
the Prophet bronght the meflage of death,hee
was without iffic , and had nore ol his owne
body to fuccede him inhis kingdome. It will
bee faid , what warrant had Ezechiali to pray
againftdeathforthiscaufe? Anfiw. His war-
rant wasgood: for God had madea particu-
lar promife to Danid and his pofteritie after
him, that {0 long as they feared God and wal-
ked in hiscommandements , they fhould not
want iffue to fit vpon the throne of the king-

atthe time of the Prophets meffage remem-
bring what promife God had made, and how
he for hispart had kept the conditionthereof,
inthat he had walked before God withanvp-
right heart, and had done that whichwasac-
ceptable in his fight ; he prayed againftdeath,
not fo much becaufe he feared the danger ofit,
but becaufe he wanted iffue. Thisprayer God
accepted and heard, and hee added fiftecnc
yeeres vnto hisdayes , and two yeeres after
gaue him Manaffes.

The fourth obic&ion is this, that thofe
which haue becne reputed to be of the better
fort of men, oftentimes haue miferable ends :

for fome end their daiesdcfpairing , fomera-
uing and blafpheming, fome ftrangely tor-

phet Efay, £fs.38. 3. bad him et his houfe in
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mented: itmay feeme therefore that the day
of deathis the day of greatelt woe and mifery.
To this I anfwer fitlt of al gencrally,that we

muft not judge ofthe eftate of any man be-

fore God by outward things,whether they be

blefsings or iudgements; whether they fall in
litc or death: For(as Salomon faith) 4l things
tomealiketonll : and the fame condition is tothe
suft andwicked, to the good andto the pure, andto
the polluted,andto bims that facrificesh,andto bins
that [acrificesh nov: as is the good, fo is the finner ;
heethat fweareth,as hee that fearethan oath. Se-
condly, Ianfwer the particulars which be al-
leadged, onthismanser ; And firft of all tou-
ching defpaire, it is truc that not enely wicked
and loofe perfons defpaire in death , but alfo
repentat finners,who oftentimes in their fick-
nefle, teflifie of themfelues, that being aliue,
and lyingintheirbeds, they fecle themfelues
asitwerctobeinhell , and toapprehend the
very pangsand torments therof. And I doubt
not forall this , but thatthe childe of God
moft deare vato him , may throughthe gulfe
of defperation attain to euerlafting happines.
This appeares by the manner of Gods dea'ing
inthe matter of our falnation. All the workes
0of God are donein and by their contraries. In

the creation,all things were made,not of fome
thing,but of nothing , cleane contrary to the

courfe of mature.Inthe worke of redemption,

God giueslife,not by life, but by deathtand it
wee confideraright of Chrift yponthe croffe,
wec fhall fce our paradifc oitt of paradife in
the middeft of hell. For out of his.owne cur-
fed death doth hee-bring vs life and eternall
happineffe. Likewife in cffectuall yocation,
whenit pleafeth God to conuert and turne |
men vatohim, heedoth it by the meanes of |
the Gofpell preached, which iu reafon fhould
dritic all men from God. For it is ascontra-

ry to the nature of man as fireto water , and
light to darkeneiTe:and yet for all this,though
it bec thusagainit the difpofition and heartof
man, it preuailes withhim and turnes him to
God. Furthermore, when God will fend his
owne feruantstoheauen,he fndsthem a con-

trary way,cuen by the gates of iiell: and when
itishis pleafure'to make men depend on his
fanourand pronidence, heemakesthen feele
his anger , and to bee nothing in themfelues,
that they may wholly depend vponhim, and
bee whatfoeucr they are inhim. This point
beeing well confidered, it is manifet that the

childe of God may pafie to heauen by the ve-'
ry gulfesof hell. Theloucof God jslikea fea,

into which whena man is.caft, hee neither

feeles bottome-nor-fees banke. I conclude

‘therefore, that defpaire, whether it arife of |
weakenefle of nature, or of; copftience of
fin,though it fall out about the time of death,

cannot preiudice the faluation of them that
are cfletually called. As for other ftrange ¢-

uents which fall out in death,, they are the

effectsof difeafes: Rauingsand blafphemings,
arife of the difeafe of melancholie's and fren-

il dowse without bonds;it comes not of witch-

‘| depriue his foule of cternall life. And ail finnes

| from repentant finners,are finnes of infirmity;

fies, whichoften happen at the end of burning
feauers, the choler fhooting vp to the brainc;

The writhing of the lippes, the turningofthe
neck,the buckling of the ioynts and the whole
body, proceedes of crampes and convalfions,
which followes after much euacuation. Aad
whereas fomein fickeneffe are of that ftrength
that three or foure men cannot hold them

crafts andpoflefsions, as people commonly
thioke,but ofcholerinthe veines. And where-
as fome when they are dead, becomeas black
aspitch (as Bouner was ) it mayarifebya
bruife,or an impoftume, or by the black jaun-
dife, or by the putrifaion of the liner ¢ and
it doth notalwaies argue fome extraordinaric
iudgement of Ged.Now thefe and thelike di-
feafes with theix Symptomes and ftrange
effe@s, though they thall depriue a man of his
health, and of the right vfe of the parts of his
body,& of the vie of reafon too:yet they cinot

procured of violent difeates, and procceding

for which,if they know them,and come again
tothe vfe of reafon,they wil further repent: if |
-not,they are pardoned and buried in the deach
of Chrift: And we ought not fo much to fand
vpon the ftrangenefle of any mans end, when
we know the goodnes of his lifc:for we mult
iudge aman not.by his death, but by his life,
l}_ﬁd if this be true, that {trange difeafcs , and
¥ T

11like alambe; and yetgocto hell : and one dy-

| ftate before God.

| moft neeredeath, then the divell ismoft bufic
| intemptation,& the more menare affaulted b,
day of deathis the werft day of all, .4n/: The

condition of Gods children in death is two-

| whenhe had feene Chrift,brake forth & faid,
| Lord now lestoft thon thy fernant depart in peace,

| them which aretempted, though their cafe be

pon ftrange beh indeath, may
befall the beft man thatis; wee moft learne to
reforme our iudgementsof fuch as lye at the
point of death. . The.commen opinion is, that
#famandiequigtly and goc away likealambe
%"S’hiCh in fome difeafes;as gonfumptions,and
{uch Jike,anyman may do)thé he goes ftraight
to heauen 3 but if the violence of the difeafe
ftirrevp impa:icnce, and canfe frantick beha-
ulours, thicn men vie to fay, there isa iudge-
ment of God feruing either todifcouer an hy-
pocrite, ortoplague a wicked man. But the
teuth is otherwife. For indeede aman may die

Ing in excegding torments and firange beha-
uioursof thebody, may goeto heanen. And
by the outward condition of any man , eigher
inlife or death, wee are notto iudge of his e-

. The fifth obieGionis this: Whena manis

IRy

Satan,the more dang andt 1
their cafe.And therefore it may feeme thatthe

folde. Some atenot tempted, as Siwseon, who

&.fore-fignifying no doubt;, that hee fhould
end his dayesinall manner of peace. As for

very troublefome and perplexed, yet their fal-
- uation
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nation is not further off, by reafon of the vio
Ience and extremitie of temptation, For God
is then prefent by the vnfpeakeable comfort
of hisfpirit, and when weare moft weake, he
is moft (trong in vs: becaufe his manncr s to
fhew his power in weakenefle. And for this
caufe, euen inthetimeof death the divell re-
ceinesthe greateft foile , when he lookes for
the greatelt viQtorie.

The fixth obie@ionis this. Violent and fud-
den death isa grieuous curfe , and of all euils
which befall manin this life , noneis fo terri~
ble; therefore it may feeme , tharthe day of
fiddendeathis moft miferable. A/ Itis true
indeede , that fuddaine deathisa curfeand a
grieuous indgementof God,and therefore not
without caufe feared of menin theworld : yet
allthings confidered, wee ought more to be
afraid of an impatient and caill life, then of
fuddaine death. For though it bee euill ; as
death it felfe in his own nature is, yet we muft
not thinkeitto bee fimply cuill: becaufe it is
not euillto all men, nor inall refpe&senill. I
fay it isnoteuill o allmen , confidering that
no kinde of death is enill;or acurfe varo them
that are in Chrift, who arefreed from the
whole curfe of the Law. And therefore the
holy Ghott faith, 4pec.x4.13. Bleffedare they
that die inthe Lord for they reft fra their labours:
whereby isfignified , that they which depart
thislife, beingmembers of Chrift enter into
cuerlafting happinefle; of what death foeuer
they die, yea though it be faddaine death, A-
gaine, Ifaychat f%ddaincdcath isnoteuill in
all refpets. Forit is notenill,becaufe it is fud-
daine, but becaufe it commonly takes men
vnprepared, and by that meanes makes the
day of death a blacke day, and as it were a ve-
ry [peedy downe-fall tothe gulfe of hell. O-
therwife if amanbe readie and prepared to
die, fuddaine death is in effe@ nodeath , but
aquicke and fpzedie entrance to etesnall life.

Thefe obicctions being thusanfwered , it
appeares to bee a manifelt truth which Sale-
manfaith , that the day of death is better indeede
thenthe day of birth, Now I cometo the third
point, in which the reafons and refpe@sarcto
be confidered, that make the day of deathto
forpaffe the day of a mans birth: and they
may allbeereducedto this one, namely, that
the birth day is an entrance into all woe and
mifery: whereas the day of deach ioyned with
godly and reformed life, is an entrance or de-
gree toeternall life. Which I make manifeft
thus ;. Erernall life hath thece degrees, one in
this Jife,when a man cantruly fay,that he lives
not,but that Chrift Jivies in him': and this ‘all
mencan fay that repent and beleene, and are
iuftified and fanified,and haue peace of con-
fience,withother gifts of Gods fpirit,which
arethe earneft of their falnation. The fecort
degree isin the end of this life,whenthe body
goesto the carth , and the foule is carried by
the Angels into heauen. The third is in the

end of the world at the laft iudgement , when

8. |body & foule reunited , doe joyntly enter into
eternall happinefle in heauen. Now of thefe
three degrees, death it felfe beeing ioyned
with the feare of God , isthe fecond s which
alfo cenraineth in it two worzhy ftepsrto life.

bave their end in death. Fer though men in
this life are fabiect to manifold dangers by
feaand land, as alfoto fundry aches, paines,
and difeafes,as feaners, & confumptions, &c.
yerwhen death comes there isan end of all.

foeuerthey bee, they doein fomepartiye in
bondage vnder originall corruptivn and the
remnants thercof, which are’doubtings of
Gods prouidence, vnbeleefe, pride of heart,
ignorance,couctoufnefic, ambition, enuy, ha-
tred, luft,and fichlike fins, which bring forth
fruitsvato death. Andto bee in fubie@ion to
finne onthis mamer, is a mifery of allmife-
ries. Therfore Pan! when he was tempted vn-
tofinby his corruption,-calles the very temp=
tation the buffees of Sathan,& asit were a pricke
or thorne wounding his flcth, and paininghim
arthe very heart. Againe, in another place
wearied with his cwne corroptions , he com.
plaines that he is fold vnder finne,and he eries
out, Rorn.7.24. O mferable man that 1 ans,who
(hall delincr mee from this bodie of Death ! Danid
faith, Pfal.119 136.that his cyes gufhedont wsth
viners of tcares whenother men finned againft God:
how muchmore then was hee gricued for the
finnes wherewith-hee himfilfe was ouerta-
keninthislife? And indeede it isa very hell
for a man that hath but a fparke of grace to
beexercifed, wrmoyled, and tempted with
the injorne corruptions and rebellions of his
owne heart : and ifa manwould deuife a ror-
ment for fuch as feare God,and defice to walk

B

C

thenthis. For this caufe bleffed is the day of
death which brings with it a freedome from
all fin whatfocuer. For whenwe die,the cor-
ruption of nature is quite abolifhed , and fan-
ification isaccomplifbed.Lafkly it is a great
mifery that the people of God arc conltrained
in this world to line and conuerfein the com-
panie of the wicked 3 as fheepe are mingled
? | with goats which {irike them, annoy their
pafture,and muddy their water.Hereupon Da
midcries out, Pfal,xz20. 5. Woe is me that I re.
mainein Mefhech,and dwellinthe tents of Kedar,
1 King.19. 4. When Elias Gaw that 4hab ard
lefabel had planted Idolatry in Ifracland that
they fought hislife alfo,he went apart into the
wilderneffe and defired todie. But this mifery
alfo is ended in the day of death, inasmuch
as deathis as it were the hand of God tofort
and fingle out thofe that bee the feruants of]
God fromall vngodly men in this moft wrct-
ched world.

Furthermore, this exceeding benefit comes
by death , that it doth not onely abolifh the

miferies,which prefently are vponvs,but alfo
preucnt thofe which are ¢ The righ.

The firlt,is afreedome frem al miferies which |

Again,{o longas men liue in this world what- |

in newnefic of life, he cannot denife a greater |

2Coz.
13,7
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teons(faith the Prophet,Efa51.5-perifhethand
0 mancenfideveshin his beart : and mercifull men
are takenaway, and noman vnderftandeth that
the righteous 15 takenaway from the euill tocome.
Examples of this wee have in Jofizs. Becanfe
(faiththe Lord. 2 King.22.20.Ythine heart did
melt , andthou baft bumbled thy felfe before the
Lord,whenthon heardeft wha I [pake againft this
place,ec.behold therefore 1 wik, | gather theeto thy
fathers, andthon, [haltbe put in thy graneinpeace,
and thine eyes [hall not fee all the ensll which Iwil
bring vponthus place. And Paxl faith,1 Cor.11.
32. thatamong the Corinthians fome were a-
[leepe, thatis, dead, that they might not be con-
demnedwiththeworld,

Thus much of freedome from miferie,
which is the firft benefit that comesby death;
and the fixft ftep tolife : now followes the fe-
cond, whichis, thatdeath giues an entrance
tothe foule, that it may come into the pre-
fence of the cuerlafting God,of Chrift,and of
all the Angelsand Saintsin heauen. The wor-
thine(fe of this benefit makesthe death of the
righteous to b nodeath: but rathera blefsing
to be wifthed ef allmen. The confiderationof
this made Panltofay, Phil 1.23. 1 defire tobe
diffolued : but what is the caufe of this dcfire 2
that followes in the next words, namely, that
by this diffolution hee might come tobee with
Chrift, When the Queene of Sheba faw all Sa-
lomons wifedome , and the houfe that hehad
built, and the meat of histable,and the fitting
of his feruants, and the order of his minifters,
and their apparel, &c.fhe faid,1 King.10.Hap-
py are thymen happy are thefe thy fernants which
| ftand eucr before thee and beare thy wifedome :
much more then may we fay, that they areten
thoufand-fold happy which ftand not in the
prefence of an earthly king; but beforethe
king of kings,the Lord of heauen & earth: and
athisright hand enioy pleafures for euermore,
Mofes hath beene renowned in all ages for
this, that God vouchfafed him but fo much fa-
uour as to fec his hinder partsathis requeft :
O then, what happinc(fe is this,to festhe glo-
ryand Maicftic of God faceto face, and to
haue eternall fellowfhip with our Fa-
ther,Chrift our Redeemer,andtheholy Ghoft
- our Comforter , and toliue with the blefied
Saintsand Angelsin heauen for ever?

Thusnow thethird point is manifeft,name-
ly,in what refpect death is more excellent thé
life. It may be here the mind of man vafatif-
fied, willyet further reply & fay, thathowfo-
ener in dcath the foules of men enter into hea-
uen, yet their bodies though they haiie beene
! tenderly kept for meate, drinkeand apparell;
| and haue flept many a night in beds of donne,
: muft lie in darke & loathfome graucs, & there
i be' wafted & confamed by worms.4n/.Al this
!istrue indeede, but al! is nothing, iffo b that

we wilbut confider aright of our grauesas we
ought. Weemuft not indge of our graues, as
| they appeare te the bodily eyc , but wee muft
; looke vpon them by the eye of faith,and con-

A

B

fider them as they are altered and changed by
the deathand buriall of Chrift, who hauing
vanquithed death vponthe croffe,purfied him
afterward to his owne den , and foyled him
there,and depriued him of his power. And by
this meanes Chrift inhis owne deathhath bu-
ried our death,and by thevertue of his buriall,
as fiwect incenfe hath fweetned and perfumed
our graues, and made them of ftinking and
loathfome cabbins, to become princely palla-
ces , andbeds of moft fweet and happie reft,
farremore excellent thenbedsof doune.
Andthoughthe body rot inthegraue, and
be eatenof wormes, or of fithes in the fea, or
burnit toafhes , yet that will not be vnto vsa
matter ofdifcomfort, if wedoe well confider
theground of all graces, namely, our coniun-
&ion with Chrift. Itisindeed a fpirituall, and
yetamoft reall coniun@ion. And we muft not
imagine that our foules alone are ioyned to
the body or foule of Chrift,but the whole per-
fon of man both in body & foule is ioyned and
vnited towhole Chrift.And when we are once
ioyned to Chrift in this mortall life by the
bond of the fpirit wefhall remaine & continue
etermally ioyned with him : & this vion once
truly made,fhall never be diffolued. Hence it
followes , that although the body be feuered
fromthe foule in death, yet neither bodie nor
foule are feuered from Chrift, but the very bo-
dierotting in the graue, drowned inthe fea,
burned to afhes,abides ftill vnited to him,and
isastruly 2 member of Chrift thenas before.
Thispoint wemuft rememberas the founda-
tion of allour comfort, and hold it for euer as
a truth. Forlooke what was the condition of |
Chrift in death,the fame or thelikeisthe con-
dition of all his members.Now the condition
of Chrift was this , though his bodyand foule
were feuered each from otheras farreas hea-
uenand the graue, yet neither of them were
feuered from the Godhead of the Sonne, but
both did in death fubfit inhis perfon. And
therefore though our bodies and foules bec
pulled afander by naturall or violent death ,
yetneither of them , no not the bodie it felfe,
fhall bee feuered and difioyned from Chrift.
It will becalleadged , thatif the bodic were
then vnited to Chrift, it fhould liue and bee
quickened in the graue. Anfir. Not {o:when
amansarme or leg is taken with the dead pal-
fie, itreceiues little orno heat, life, fenfe, or
motionfromthe body ; and yet notwithftan-
ding it remaines (il 2 member of the body,
becaufe the flefh and the bone of it remaine
ioyned tothe flefh and the bone of thebody :
euen fo may the body remaine 2 member of
Chrift, though for fome fpace of time it re-
ceiueneither fenfe, normotion, nor life from
the foule, or from the fpirit of God.
Furthermore , wee muft remember that by
the vertize of this coniunétion , fhall the dead

body, beit rotten, burned, denoured,or how-
foener confumed, at the day of indgement rife
to eternall gloty. In the winter fcafon trees

1€~
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beaten with wind and weather appeare to the
eyeas ifthey were rotten trees: yet when the
{pring time comes againe, they bring forth as
before, buds and bloflomes, leaues and fruite:
the reafon s, becaufe the bodie, graines, and
armes of trees, are all ioyned to theroote,
wherelies the fappe in the winter feafon, and
whence by meanes ofthis ceniun&tionitisde-
rined toal parts of the tree in the {pring time:
Euen fo the bodies of men haue their winter
2lfo, in which they are turned to duft, and fo
remaine for the fpace of many thoufand
yeares;yet in the day of iudgement by meanes
ofthat myfticall coniun@ion with Chrift,fhal
divine and quickening vertue ftreame thence | B
to all the bodies of the gle& to caufe them to
liue againe, and that to life eternall. But
fomewill fay, that the wicked alfo rifea -
gaine. eAnf. They doefo indeed, but not by
the fime caufe 5 for they rife by the power of
Chrift as hee is aiudge to condemne them :
whereas the godly rifc againe by the vertue of
Chriftsrefurre@i6,wherof they are partakers
by meanesof thatbleffedand indiffolute con-
ionction which they haue with Chrift. And
the bodies of the elec though they putrifie
and confume never fo muchin the graue, yet
arethey ftill in the fauour of God, and in the
couenatofgeacesto which, becaufe they haue
rightand title becing dead, they fhall notre-
mainefo for euer, but fhall rife toglory at the C
laft indgement. Therefore the rotting of the ‘
body is nothing in refpect, and the death of
the body isnodeath.And therefore alfo death !
in the old and new Teftament is made buta |
flecpc, and the graue a bed, whereof the like
was neuer feene: wherein a man may reft,no- \
thing at all troubled with dreames or fanta- |
fies, and whence he fhall rife no more fabiec |
toweaknes or fickaes, but prefently be tran- '
{latedto cternall glory. By thisthen which |
hathbinfaid, it appeares thatthedeathofthe |
righteous , is afecond degree to encrdafting -
happinef(e. }
Now then confidering our coniun&ion with |
Chrift is the foundation of all our ioy and |
comfort inlife and death;wee are in the feare D
of God te learne this owne leffon,namely,that |
while we haue time in this world,we muft la-|
bourto be vnited to Chrift, that weemay bec |
bone of his bone, & flefh of his flefh. This ve- |
ry pointis as it were a flaggd of wineto reniue |
our foules whenthey be ina fwounc at any in- |
ftant. And that wemay be aflured that we are
certainely ioyned to Chrift,we muft fhew our |
feluesto be members of his myfticall body by |
the daily fruits of rightcoufneffe and truc re-|
pentance. And being once certainely affured |
in confcience of our being in Chrift, let death '
come when it will,andlct it cruelly part afun- |
der both body and foule, yer fhall they both |
temaine in the couenant,and by meanes there- |
of bee re-vnited and rakenvp to life eternall. 1
Wherasonthe contrary, if men bee out of the

remaine without fruite orleanes, and beeing | A, conenantsand die cut of Chrift, their foulesgo

jtohell , and their bodies rot for atime inthe
' graue;but afterwards they rifeto endleffe per-
\ dition. Wherefore I fay againe and againesla-
!lour that your confciences by the holy Ghoft
mayteftifie, thatyeeare liuing ftones in the
temple of God , and branches bearing fruitin
thetrue vine: and thenyefhall feele by expe=
rience that the pangsof death fhallbeea fur-
ther degree of happinefle then euer ye found
inyourlives, enen then when ye are gafping
and panting for breath. :

Thos much ofthe meaning of thetext , now
follow the vfes , and they are manifold.' The
firft and principall is this. In that Satomon
preferres the day of death before the day of
birth, hedoth therein giue vs to vnderftand,
thatthereis a dire& and certaine way wherby
aman may die well, ifithad beene otherwife,
he could not haue faid that the day of death is

better. And whereas hee anoucheth this, hee
| theweswithall thatthere isan infallibte way
wherby a manmay makea bleffed end. There-
fore now lct vscome to fearch ont this way:
the knowledge and true vnderftanding whet-
of muft not bee fetched from the writings of
!men, but from theword cf God ; who hath
! the power of life and death inhis owne hand.

Now that a man may dic well, Gods werd
requires two things: a preparation before
death;and a right behauiour and difpofition of |
death.

The preparation vnto death,isan a@ion of
arepentant finner, wherby he makes himfelfe
fitand ready todie, andit isa duty very necef-
fary , towhich weeare bound by Gods com-
mandement. For there bee fandry places of|
Scripture which doe ftreightly enioyne vs to
watch and pray,and to make onr felues readie
{eucry day againft the fecond comming of
Chrift to indgement. Now the fame places do
withall bind vsto make a preparation againft
death, at which time God comes to judge-
ment vato vs particularly. Againe, lookeas
death leavethaman 5 fo fhall the [aft indge-
ment finde him, & {o fhall he abideeternally:
theremay bee changes and conuerfions from
| enillto good in thislife, but after deaththere
is no change atall. Thezefore a preparation to
deathcanin no wift bee omitted of him that
defires to make an happie and bleffed end.

This preparation istwo-fold, generall and
particular. Generall preparation isthar,wher-
by a man prepares himfelfe to diethrough the
wholc courfe of his life. A duty molt ncedfull
| which muft in 5o wife bee omitted. The rea-|
|fonsarethefc : firlk of all death whichiscer-| ,
! taine,is moft of all vncertain, I fay itis certain,
| becaufe no man can efchew deathe Andit is|
vacertaine three waies:firltin regard of time: |
| for no man knoweth wheo hee fhalldie: fe-
! condly in regard of placc: forno manknowes
| where he fhall die,whether in hisbed,orinthe

ficld,whether by fea,or by 4and: thirdly,in re-
| fpectof the kind of deaths for no manknowes

whether)
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aviolent or naturall death. Henceit followes
thatmen fhould euery day prepare themftines
todeath. Indcedeif we could know when,
where,& how wefhould die, the cafe werco-
therwifz, but feeing we know none of thefe,it
ftands vs inkand tolookeabout vs. A fecond
reafon feruivg furtherto perfwade vs, isthis.
The moft danggrous thing of al in this world,
isto negle& a?l preparation. To make this
point more manifeft, I willvfe this coparifon.
A certaine man purfued by an Vnicorne, in
his flight fals into a dungeon, & inhis faltakes
Lold and hangs by the arme of atree:now as
he thushangs looking downward,he fees two

as hee lookes vpwardhe feesan hive of moft
fweethonie, whereupon he climes vpvntoit,
andfitting by it feedes thereon. In the meane
fezf5 while he is thusfitting, thetwo wormes
graw in pescesthc roote of the tree: which
donc, tree and man and all falles into the bot-
tome of the dungeon. Now this Vnicorne is
death; the man that fliesis euery one of vs,
and cuery lining man : the pit ouer which hee
hangeth, is hell; the arme of the tree is life it
felfe, thetwo wormes areday and night, the
continuance whereof isthe wholelife of man:
the hiue of honie is the pleafures and profits
and honors of this world, to which when men
wholly giuc themfelues, not confidering their |

life bee cut off:which beeing once done, they
plunge themfclues quite into the gulfe of hell.
By this wee fee, that there is good caufe that
men fhould not deferre their preparation till
the time of fickeneffe , but rather eucry day
make themfelues readie againft the day of
death. But fome will fay, it fhall faffice if I pre-
pare my fetfe to pray when I beginne to bee
ficke..Anfw.Thefe men greatly deceiue them-
felues, forthe time then is moft vnfit to begin
apreparation, becaufcall the fenfes and pow-
ers of the body are occupied about the paines
aad tronbles of the difeafe: and theficke par-
tie is exercifed partly in confercnce with the
Phyfitian, partly with the Minifter abeut his

partly withfriends that cometovifite. There-
forethere muftfome preparation goe before
inthe time of health, when the whole man
with all the powers of body and foule are at

libertie. Againe there be fome others which
imagineand fay, thataman may repent when
']hc will,ecenin the time of death:and chat fuch
repentance is fofticicnt. 47/ It isfalle which
ithey fay : For it is notin the power of manto
Irepent when be himfelfe will; when God will
{he may. Itis not in him that willeth or run-
| ncth, but in God that hath mercic. And
Chriit faith, that many fhall feeke to enter
into heaven, and fhall not be able. But why
. fo? becaufe they feeke when it is too late;
mamely whenthe time of graceis paft. There-
icreit 15 exceeding folly for men fo much as

wormes gnawingat theroot of the tree, and | B

ends, till the tree root, that is, this temporall C

foules health and matters of confcience , and D

t

whether he fhall die of a lingring ot fudden,of | A once to dreame that they may haue repen”
tanceat command ; nay itisa inft indgement

that they fhould bee contemned of God in
death, that did contemne Godin their life: &
that they fhould quite be forgotten of God in
fickenefle, that didforget God intheir health.
Againc I anfwer , thatthislate repentance is
fcldome or neucer true repentance. Itisficke
likethe partie himfelfe,, commonly langui-
fhing and dying together with him. Repen-
tance fhould be voluntary (as all obedience to
God ongtit, )but repentance taken vp in fick-
nefle, is vivally conftrained and extorted by
the feate of hell, and other iudgements of
God : forcroffes, atfli@ions, and fickencfle
wil caufe the grofieft hypocrite that euer was
to ftoope and buckle vnder the hand of God,
and difiemble faith afid rep e and epery
graccotGod , asthough he had them as fully
asany of the true feruants of God ; whereas
indecd he wants them altogither. Wherefore
fuch repentance commonly is but ceunter-
feit. For in true and found repentance men
muit forfake their finnes; butin this, the finne
torfuks the man:wholeaues all his cuil waies
oply vponthis, that heis conftrained to leane
the world. Wherefore it is a thing greatly to
be wifhed,that men would repent and prepare
themfelues todie in the time of health before
the day of deathor fickeneffe come. Laftly,
itisaileadged that one of the theeucs repéred
vpontie croffe. Anfiw. The theife was called
after the cleuenth heure at the point of the
twelfth,whenhe was now dying and drawing
on: Therefore his conuerfion was altegither
miraculous and excraordinary: and there was
afpeciall reafon why Chrift’ would haue him
tobe callec t1.€, that while he was in fuffering
hemight fhew forth the vertue of his patsion:
that al which faw theone,might alfo acknow-
ledgethe other. Now itis not good for men
to make anoxdinary rule of an extraordinarie
example. .

Thusthen this point beeing manifeft, that
agenerall preparation muft bee made, let vs
now fee in what manner it muft be done. And
for therightdoing of it , fiue duties muft bee
practifedin the courfe of our liues. The firft
1s,the meditation of deathinthe life time. For
the life of a Chriftian is nothing elfe but ame-
ditation of death. A notable practife hexcof
wee haue in the example of Zoféph of Arima-
thea, who made histombe in hislife time in
the midft of his garden: no doubt for thisend,
to put hinfclfe in minde of death, andthatin
themidtt of his delights and pleafares. Hea-
then Philofophers, that never knew Chrift,
had many cxcellent meditations of death,
though not comtortable inregard of life euer-
lafting. Now we, that hane knowne and be-
lecued in Chrift, muft goe beyond them in
this point, confidering with our felues foch
thingsas they neucr thought of , namcly , the

caunfe of death our finne ; the remedy thereof,
thecurfed dearh of Chrift: curfed Ifay , in

o xegard)




e

regard of the kinde of death and punithment
Jaid vpon him , but bleffed in regard of vs.
Thitdly , we mult often meditate on the pre-
fence of death, which we doe when by Gods
grace wee make anaccount of euery prefent
day,asif it were the prefent day of our death,
& reckon with our felues whenwe goe tobed
as though we fhould neuer rife agaive ; and
when weerife, asthough wefhould ncuer lie
downc againe.

This meditation of death is of fpeciall vfe,
& brings forth many fruitsin the life of man.
And firlt of allit ferues to humble vs vnder
the hand of God. Example we haue of Abra.
ham,who faid,Gen.18.27. Behold hane begun
topeake to my Lord; andf am but duft and eq'fe.r-
Marke here , how the confideration of his
mortality made him to abafé and caft downe
himfelfe inthe Gght of God : and thus if wee
could reckonof enery day as of the laft day, it
viould ftraight way pull downe our peacocks
feathers, and make vs with Zeb to ahhore our
feluesin duft and afhes.

Secondly this meditation is a meanes to
further repentance. When Jonas came toNé-
sineand cried, Jon, 3.4,5 .Xet forty dayes, & N-
nins fhall be deffroyed, the wholc cicy repented
in fackcloth and afhcs. When Elias came to
Ahab and told him rhat the dogs fhould eate
lefabel by the wall of Lezreel, and him alfo of
Ahabs tocke that dicd inthe city,&c.imade
him to humble himfelfe f0,asthe Lord faithto
Eljas,1 . Kin.ax+29.Seeft thon how Ahab is hum-
bled before me 2 Now if the remembrance of
death was of fach force in him thatwas but an
hypoctite ; how excellent a meanes of grace
will it be in them that repent 2
Thirdly, this meditation ferves to (tirre vp
contentation ineuery eftate and condition of
life that fhall befall vs.Rightous Zob in the ve-
ry middeft of hisaffliGions,comforts himfelfe
withthis confideration; Naked(faith hee,fob.
1.21. ) came I forth of my mothers wombe, and
waked hall Freturne againe,crc.bleffedbethe name
of the Lord And furely the often medication of
this, thata man of al his abundance cancarry
nothing with him but cither a coffin orawin-
ding fheete, or both , fhould bee a forcible
meanes to repreffe the vnfatiable defire of ri-
ches and the loue of this world.

Thus we fee what an effe&uall meanes this
meditation is to encreafe & further the grace
of God inthe hearts of men,Now I commend
this firft dutieto your Chrittian confiderari-
on, defiring the pracife ofit, in your liues:
which pradife that itmay take place, two
things muft bee performed. Firft, labour to
plucke out of yout hearts awicked and erro-
ncousimagination, whereby euery man natu-
rally blefleth himfelfe and thinkes highly of
himfelfe : and though he hath one foot in the
graue,yet he perfivades himfelfe that he fhall
+|notdie yer. There is no manalmoft o old but
by the corruption of bis heart he thinkes that
he fhall live one yearelonger. Cruelland vn-
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mercifull death makes league with noman: &
yet the Prophet faith,Efz.28.15 thatzhe wic-
ked man makes aleague withdeath How canthis
be? thereis noleague made indeed,but onely
in the wicked imaginationof man; who falfly
thinkes that death will not come neere him,
though all the world fhould bedeftroyed. Sce
an example in the parable of the rich man,
that hauing ftored vp abundance of wealth for
many yeares,fiid to his own foule, Luk.12.12.
Sonle,thou baft mmchgoodslaid vp for many yeres,
line at eafe,eare drinksandtake thy paftime, wher-
as his foule was ferched away prefently. And
fecing this naturall corruptio is in euery mans
heart, wemuftdaily fight againft it, & labour
by all might and maine that it take no' place
invs:for fo long asit fhall preuaile,we fhallbe
veterly vnfit to makeany preparatid to death.
Wee ought rather to indeauour to attaineto
the minde and meditation of S. Hierome,who
teftifieth of himfelfe on this manner, Whether
1wake or fleepe, or whatfoeuer Fdoe, me thinks
beare the found of the trumpet ; Rife ye dead,and
ome to indgement. . !
¢ Thefecond thing which weare to pra&i(:
that we may comi to a ferious meditation of f
our owne ends, is, to make prayer vato God
thatwe might be inabled to refolue our felues
of death continually. Thus Dauid prayed
Pfal.39.4. Lord make me to know mine end , and
the meafure of my dayes, let mee know how 10713'/
hane to line, And Mofes, Pfal go.12. Lordreach
me to number my dayes , that | may apply miric
bearst vntowifedome. Tt may bee faid. What
ncede men pray to God that they might be a-
ble to number their dayes? cannot they of
themfelues reckona few yeeres and dayes,thac
are able by art to meafire the globe of the
earth, and the {phearcsof heaven, and the
quantities of the ftars, wich theit lengitudes,
latitudes,altitudes,motions, & diftances from
the earch? Noverily. For howfocuer by a ge-
nerall fpeculation wethinke fomething of our
ends, yet valeffe the fpiric of God bee our
fchoole-mafter toteach vs our dutie, we fhall
neuer beable fonndly torefolue our feluesof
the prefence and fpecdinesof death. And ther-
fore let vs pray with Dauid and Mofés , that
God would inlighten our minds with know-
ledge 3 and fill cur hearts with his grace,that
we mighe rightly confider of death , and e-
fteemeof euery day and houre asif it werc
the day and houre of death. :
The fecond duty in this gencrall preparati-
onis, that euery man moft daily endeauour to
take away from his owne death the power
and ftrength thereof. And Ipray you marke
this point : The Philitims faw by expericnce
that Sampfon was of great ftrength, and
thercfore they, vied meanes to know in what
part of the body it lay : and when they found |
itto bee in the haire of his head, they cea-
fed not atill it was cut off. In like manner the
time will come when wemuft encomeer hard |

to hand withtyrannous and ciuclt death s the |
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beft therefore is , before hand now while we
haue time, to fearch where the firength of|
deathlies,which being once knowne,we muft
withfpeed cut off his Sampfons locks, and be-
reaue himof his power, difarme him, & make
him al:ogither vnable to preuaile againft vs.
Now to find out this matter, we neede not to
vie the counfe.l of any Dalilab, for wee haue
the word of God which teacheth vs plainely
wherethe ftrength of deathconfifts, namely,
inourfinnes,as Paul faith, 1.Cor.15.56. The
\fing of deathis fin. Wellthen,we knowing cer-
tainly tharthe power and force of eucry mans
particular death lies iohisowne finnes, muft
{pend our time and fudy in vinggood meanes
that our finves may bee remooued and parde-
ned. Aud therefore wee muft daily inure our
feluesinthe practife of two duties. One,isto
humble our felues for all our finnes pat, part-
ly confefsing them againft our felucs,partly in
prayer ciying to heauen for the pardon of]|
them. The other,is for time to come to turne
vnto God, and to carry a purpofe, refolution,
and indeauour inall things to reforme both
heart and life according to Gods word. Thefe
are the very principall & proper duties,wher-
by the ftrength of deach ismuch rebated, and
he is made of a mighty and bloodic encmic fo
farre forth friendly & trat.ble; that we may
with comfort encounter with him & premaile
too. Thercfore I commend thefe duties to
your Chriltian confiderations,& carefull pra .
¢ife,defiringthat yee would fpend your daics
cucr hereafter in doing of them. If 2 man
were to deale with a mighty dragon o ferpent
hand tohnd, infuch wife as hee muft either
killorbeekilled, the beftthing were to be-
reaue him of his fting,or of that part of his bo-
dy where his poyfon lies:now death it felfe is
aferpent,dragon,or fcorpion, and finne s the
fting or poyfon whereby he wounds and kils
vs. Wiicrefore without any more delay , fee
thatyee pull out his fting : the praife of the
forefaidduties is as it were a fir and worthy in-
ftrumentto dothe decd. Haft thou bin a per-
fonignorantof Gods will, acontemner ofhis
wordand worfhip,a blafphemer of his namesa
breaker of his fabbath, difobedient to patents
and Magiltrates, amurderer, afornicatour, 2
railer,aflinderer,acouetous perfon? &c. Re .
forme thefcthy {innes and all other like vto
them, pull them out by the roetes from thy
heart, and calt themoff. So many finnes as be
inthee,fo many ftings ot death be alfo in thee
to wound thy foule to eternall death. There.
fore letno one finne remaine, for which thou
haft not humbled chy felfe and repented feri-
oufly. Whendeath huresany man,it takes the
weapons whercby he is hurt, from his owne
ihand. Itcannotdo vs the leaft hure but by the
force of our owne finnes, Wherefore 1 fay
aguin and again, luy thispoint to your hearts,
and fpend your ftrengeh, life, and healch, that
‘yc may before yedic, abolifh the ftrength of
death. A man may pura ferpent in his bo-

A fome, whentheftingisout , and we may let
deathcreepe into our bofome, & gripe vs with
hislegs, and ftab vs at the heart,{o longas he
brings not his venime and poyfon with him.
And becaufe the former duties are fo necef.
fary as none canbe more, I will vfe fome rea-
fons yet further to inforce them, Whatfoeuer
aman would doe when heis dying, the fame
heought to doe enery day while he islining:
now the moft notorious and wicked perfon
that euer was, when he is dying will pray and
defire others topray for him, and promift a-
mendment of life, protefting that if he might
live, he would become a pradtitioner inal the
good duties of faith,repentance,and reforma-
Btionof life. Oh therefore bee carefull to doe
this cuery day ! Againe, the faying is truc,he
that would liue whié he is dead,muft die while
he isalincsnamely,tohis finne. Wouldft thou
thenlive eternally ? fueto heauen for thy par-
don,and fee thatnow in thy life time thou die
to thine owne finnes. Laftly, wicked Baleans
would faine dic the death of the righteous :
but alas, it was to fmall purpofe: for he would
by no meanes live the life of the righteous :
For his continuall purpofé and meaning was
tofollow his old waies in forceries and cone-
toufoeffe. Now the life of a righteous man
ftands in the humbling of himfclfe for his fins
patt, and in a carcfuil reformation of life to
come. Wouldeft thou then die the death of
C | therighteous ? thenlooke vato it,that thy life
bethe life of the righteous ; if yee will needs
liue the life of the varighteous, ye muft looke
to die the death of the vnrighteous. Remem-
ber this, and content not your fefuesto heare
the word,but be doers of it : for yeelearneno
moreindced, what meafure of knowledge fo- [ Ephy
cucryce haue, then ye practife. Uy
The third duty in our generall preparation,

is in this life to enter into the firlt degree
of lifeeternall. Foras I have faid 5 there be
three degrees of life eucrlafting, and the firft
of them is inthis prfent life. For hee that
wouldliue in cternal happineffe for cuer,muft
begin inthis world torife out of the graue of |
hisowne finnes,in which by nature he lies bu-
D| ried,and live in newnefle of life , as itis faid
inthe reuelation, Rewel.20.6. Hee thatwill o
cape the fecond death , muft bee made partaker
of the firft refurrection. And Paul fiitn to the
Colofsians, that they were in this life deline-
red fromthe power of | darkenefle, andtranfla-
tedinto the kingdome of Chrift , (ol 1.1 3. And
Chritt faith to the Church of the Iewes 5 the
kingdome of heanen is among [t you.Now this firlt
degree of lifc is,, when a man can fay with
Pauly Galat. 2. 20. 1 liuenot, but Chrif lines in
mee : that is, I finde partly by the teftimonie
of my fanctified confcience , and partly by
experience, that Chrift my redecmer by his
fpiric guideth and gouerncth my thoughts,
will,affections,and all the powers of body and | -

foule accordingto the blefled direétion of his
holy will. Now that wee might bee ableto

fay |
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figthis, we muft haue three gifts and graces
of God , wherein efpecially this firlt degree
of life confifts. The firltis , faning kpowledge,
whereby we doe truely refolue our feluesthat|
Godthe Father of Chrift is our Father, Chrift
his Sonneour redeemer , and the holy Ghoft
our comforter. Thatthis knowledge is one
part of eternalllife, itappeares by the faying
of Chriftin fobn 17.3. This & life erernabl that
is, the beginning and entranceinto life eter~
nal,zo kaow thee tbe only Godsand vhom thou haft
fens Iefus Chrift. The fecond grace, # peace of |
confeiencewhich paffesh all vndsy fanding, Philg.
7.and therefore Paul faith, Rom. 14.17. that
thekingdome of heauen is righteonfne(fe, peace
of confesence, andisyinthe holy Ghoff. The hor-
rour of a guilty confcience is the beginning of|
death and deftru@ion:therefore peace of con-
fcience deriued from the death of Chrift, is
life and happinefle. The third isthe regiment
of the ipirit,whereby the heart and life of man
is ordered according tothe word of God. For
Paul faith, Rom. 8. 14. thatthey that are the

children of God, are led by the [pirit of Chriff.

Now feeing this 1s fo,thatif we wounld linee-
ternally wee muft begin to liue that bleffed

and eternall life before we die, here we muft

be carefill to reforme two common errours,

The firft is, that a man enters into eternall life

whenhedies, and not before: whichisa flat

vatrgth, Our Saviour Chrift faid to Zachess,

giving vs to vnderftand , thata man thenbe-
gins to be faued , when God doth effe@ually
call him by the minittery of his Gofpel. Who-
foeuer then will bee faued when he is dying
anddead , muftbegin to be faued while heis
now liuing. His faluation muft begin in this
life : that would come to faluation after this
lohyg, | life7e ersly,verily,faithChritt, be that hearethmy
2y | | wordandbeleencth hims that fone me;hath eternall
life, namely, inthis prefentlife. The fecond
errour is, that how{oeuer a manliue, if when
he is dying,he canlift vp hiseyes,& fay,Lord
bane mercie upon me, he is certenly faued. Be-
holda very dangerous and foolifh it
that deccives many a man. Itisall one as if an
arrant theife fhould thus reafon with himfelf,
and fay; I will fpend my daies in robbing and
{tealing,I feare neither arraignment, nor exe-
cution. For atthe very time when Iam to be
turned offthe ladder,if I doe but call vpon the
iudge I know I fhall haue my pardon. Behold
amolt dangerous and defperate courfe: and
the very fame is the pradife of carelefle men
in the matter of their faluation. Fora man
may die wicth Lord hane mercie in his mouth,
and perifh eternally: except in this world hee
enter into the fir(t degree of eternall life; For
not enery one that faith, Lord, Lord,fballenterinto
beayen:but he thar doth thewillof the father which
is in heanen, Masth 7.21.

The fourth duty is, to exercife and inure
our felues in dying by little and little fo long
as we liue here vpon earth,before we come to

Luk.3 9.9. This day is faluationcome to thy bonfe, C
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dieindeed. And as men that are appointed to
runne arace, exercife themfclues to running
that they may get the vitorie ; fo fhould wee
beginneto dic now while wee areliuing, that

| wemightdie well in the end. But fome may

fay , how {hould thisbe done ¢ Parl giuesvs
diretion in his owne example, when he faith,
Bythereioycing which { hane in Chrift,§ dae daily.
1.Cor.15:31. Andhedieddaily, not onely be-
canfe he was often in danger of death by rea-
fon of his calling ; but alfo becaufe.in alf his
dangers and troubles, he inured himfelfe to
die.For when men doe make the right v(e of |
their affliGions, whether they be in badicor
minde, or both, and doewithall theirmight
endeauour tobeare them patiently, Himbling
themfelucs as vnderthe corre@ion of God,
then they begin to dic well. Andto dothisin-
deedeis to take an excellent courfe. Hee that
would mortifie his greateft fins, muft begin
to doe it with fmall finnes; which, whenthey
are once reformed , a man fhall be able more
eafily toouercome hismatter firnes: ‘So like-
wife he that would be able to beare the croffe
of all croffes, namely, death it felfe, muft firft
of all learne tobeare fmall croffes, ‘as ficknef-
fesinbodic,and troublesin minde , with loffe
of goods & friends,and of good name: which
I may fitly tearme little deathes, and the be-
ginning of death it felfe: and we muft firlt of
alacquaint our felues with thefe littledeathes,
before we can bee well able to bearethe great
deathofall. Againe, the affli®ionsand cala-
mities of this life are asit were the harbingers
and puruciers of death:& weare firfttolearne
how toentertaine thefe meflengers,that when
death the Lord himfelfe fhalcome, we may in
better manner entertaine him.This point Bil-
ey the martyt wel confidered,who oftentimes
before he was burned , put his finger into the
flame of the candle , not onely to make triall
of his ability in fuffering, butalfo to arme and
ftrengthen himfelfe againft greater tormeats
indeath. Thus ye fee the fourthduty, which
ye muft in any wife learne and remember, be-
caufewe cannot be able to beare the pangs of
death well, valeffe we be firlt well fchooled
and nurcured by fandry trialsin this life.

The fifthand laft duty is fet downe bv Sa-
Lomon, Ecclef.9.10. Allthat thine hand fhall finde
to doe,doe it with all¢hy power. And marke the
reafons For there is neither worke, nor inkention
nor Iquledge, norwifedome inthe grsuewhi:her
thougoeft. Yo the fame pucpoft Paul faith, Gal.
6.10. Dos good toall men while yee hane tinse.
Therefore if a man bee able to doe any good
feruice either to Gods Church,or to the com-
mon-wealth,or to any privateman,lethim do
it with all fpeede and with all might, let
death it felfe prencnt him.. He that hath care
thus to fpend his daies , fhall with much com-
fore and peace of conftience end his life.

Thus much of generall. preparation. Now
followeth the particular, which is in the time

of fickenefle. - And here firft ofall Iwill fhew
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whatis the do@rine of the Papifts , and then
afterward the truth. By the Popifh order and
practife, when aman is about todie; he isin-
ioyned threcthings. Firftto makefactamen-
tall confefsion, fpeciallyif it be inany mortall
fin:fecondly, to receine the Eucharift; third-
lysto require his annoyling, that is, the facra-
ment(as they.call it) of extreame vnction.
Sacramentall confefsion, thieytearme'a re-
hearfall or numeration of all a mans finnes to
aprieft, that he may receiuc abfolution. But
againftthis kind of confefsion,fundry reafons
may be alleadged. Firft ofall,it hath no war-
rant either by commandement or example in
the:whole word of God. They fay yes : and
they indeauour to prooueit thus: He which
lies-in any mortall finne, is by Gods law
bound to doe penance and to feeke reconci-
liation'with God: now the neceffarie meanes
after baptifme to obtaine reconciliation, is
the confefsion of all our finnes to a prieft: Be-
caufe Chrift hath appointed pricfts to bee
iudges vpon earth , with fuchmeafure of an-
thoritie , thatno man falling after baptifme ,
canwithaut their fentence and determination
bereconciled; and they can not rightly indge,
vnleffe they know all amans finnes: therefore
all that fall after baptifine are bound by Gods
word to open all their finnes toa pricft.e 47/,
1tis falfe which they fay, that priefts areind-
ges;hauing power to examine and take know-
ledge of mens finnes, and iurifdiction where-
by they can properly abfolue and pardon or
retaine them. For Gods word hath giuenno
moretoman , butaminifferit of reconcilsation.
2.(orinth,5.18. whc(cby in thename of God,
and according to his word, he doth preach,
declare, and pronounce, that God doth par-
donornot pardon his finnes. Againe, par-
donmay truely bee pronounced, and right
iudgement of the eftate of any man, .without
aparticular rehearfaltof his finnes , for hee
which foundly and truely repents of ene or
fome few finnes,repents of all. Secondly,this
confefsion is ouerturned by the pradtife of the
Prophets and Apoftles, whonotonely abfol-
ued parcicular perfons, but alfo whole Chur-
ches without exatien of auricular confefsion.
When Ng¢har the Prophet had rebuked Da-
#idfor histwo great an: horriblecrimes, Da-
widrouched with remorfe faid, 3.5am.12.12.
{ bane finmed , and Nathan prefently without
further examinationdeclared vato him inthe
name of God , that his finnes were forginen
him. Thirdly, it cannot be prooued by any
good and fufficient proofes, that thisconfefl1 -
onwas vfed in the Church of Gedtillafter 5.
or 6. htndred yeares were expired. For the
confefsion which wasthen in vie, was either
publike before the Church, orthe opening of
a publike fault to fome priuate pexfon in fe-
cret. Thereforeto vrgeficke men vatoitly-
ing atthé pointofdeath, is tolay more bur-
denson them,then ener God appointed.
And whereas they make it a neceflarie
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thing to receiue the Buchatifbin thotime'of
fickeneffe toward death,; and that priuarely of
thefickepartie alone,- they hauc no warrant
for their practife and opinion.For inthe want
of the facrament there isno danger, butin
the contempt: and the very contempt it felfe
isa finne whichmay be pardoned, if weerc-
pent, And thereis no reafon why we fhould
thinke that-ficke men fhould bee deprined of |
the comfortof the Lords fupper, if they re-
ceiveit notindeath ; becaufe thefrnitand ef-
ficacy of the Sactament once receiued, is not
to bereftrained to the time of receining ; but

{it extends itfelfe to the whole time of mans

lifeafrerward. Againe,the fapper of the Lord
is no private acio, but meerely Ecclefiaftical:
and therefore to be celebrated inthe mecting
and aflemblies of Gods people;as our Sauiour
Chrift prefcribeth,whenhe faith, Doe ye this;
and Pawlin faying,Whenyecome togither. But it
isalleadged , that the Ifraelites did eate the
Pafchal Lambin theirhoufes when they were
in Bgypt. e Anfw.The Ifraeliteshad then no li-
berty to makeany publike meeting for that
end; and God commanded that the Pafchal
Lambe fhould bee eaten in all the houfes of|
the Ifraclites at one and the fame inftant; and
that in effect was as muchas if it had beene
publike. Againe, they alleadge a Canonof
the Councill of Nice ; which decreeth that
menbeing about to die, muft receivethe Eu-
charift and not be adeprined of the prouifion
of food neceffary for their iourncy. eAnfiver.
The Councill made no degree touching the
adminiftration of the Sacramenttoall them
thatdic, butto fuch onelyas fell away from
the faithin perfecution , ot fell into any other
notorious crime,and were therenpon excom-
municate,and fo remained till death: and ei-
ther-then or fomewhat before teftified their
repentance for their offences. And the Ca-
non was made forthis end , that fuch perfons
might beaffured that they were againe recei-
ued intothe Church ; and by this meanes de-
&art with more comfort. Thirdly, it isobie-

ed, that in the primitine Church, part of the
Eucharift was carricd by a ladde to Serapion
anaged man, lying ficke in hisbed. e4w/iv.
It was indeede the cuftome of the ancient
Church from the very beginning, that the ele-
mentsofbread & wine fhould be fentby fome
of the Deacons tothe fick,which were abfent
from the affembly. And yet neuerthelefle
here is no footing for prinate communions.
For the Eucharift was only then fent whéthe
reft of the Church did openly communicate ;
andfichas were then abfent. onely by reafon
of fickneffe,and defired to be partakers of that
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bleffed comunion, were to be reputed as pre-
fent.Laftlyitis obiected,that it was the maner
of men and women in former times to carry
partof the Sacrament home to their houfes,
&toreferue it till the time of necefsity, as the
time of ficknes and fuch like..nfw.The refer-

uati6 of the Sacrament was but a foperftitious

practife,
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f practife,though it beauncient. For out of the
i adminiftration, that is, beforeicbeginne, and
i afteritisended, the Sacramentceafethtobea
! facrament, and the elementsto bee elements.
. | Asfor the pracifeof them that vied to cram
%::;.,}, !the Bucharift into the mouth .of them that
o6 | weredeceafed;it is notonly faperftitious, but
!alfo very abfurd. .
‘ Asfor the Annoyling of the ficke, that is :
! theannointing of the body , fpecially the or-
; ganes or inftruments of the fenfcs, thatthe
party may obtaine the remifsion of his finnes,
and comfortagainftall temptations of the di-
uell in thehoure of death, and frength more
eafilyto beare the pangs of fickenefle and the
pangs of death, andhereftoredto hiscorpo-
jrall health, ifit be expedient for the faluation
ofhis foule; is buta dotage of mans braine,
and hath not o muchas athew of reafon to
inftifieit, The fifth of Zames is commonly al-
leadged to this purpofe, but the annointing
there mentioned is notof the fame kind with
this greafie facrament of the Papilts. For that
annointing of the body was a ceremony vfed
by the Apoftlesand others, whenthey putin
pracife this miraculous gift of healing, which
giftisnow ceafed. Secondly,that annointing
had apromife that the party fheuld recouer
his health, but,this popifh annointing hath no
fach promife, becaufe for the moft patt the
! perfons thus annointed dy afterward without
recouery; whereasthofc which were annoin-
ted in the primitive Church alwaies recoue-
red. Thirdly, theauncient annointing ferued
onely for the procaring of health , but this
tends further to the procuring of remifsion of
finnes,and ftrengthin tempration.
Thus hauing feenc the do&rine of the Pa-
pifts, I come now to fpeake of the true and
right manner of the making particular prepa-
ration before death, which containes three
foresof duties: one conceting God, the other
coucerning mans owne felfe, the third con-
cerning our ncighbour. The firft concernmg
God, istofecke to be reconciled vato him in
Chrift, though we haue beene long affured of
his fanour. All other dutics mult come after
inthe fecond place,and they are of little or no
effe& without this. Now this reconciliation
muttbe fought for; & is obtained by a renew-
ing of cur former faith and repentance ; and
they muft bee renewed on this mannce ¢ So
fooneas aman fhall feele any madner of fick-
nesto feaze vpon his body, he muft confider
withhimfelfe whenceit arifeth:and after feri-
ous confideration, he fhall find that it comes
not by chaunce or fortune, but by the fpeciall
| Providence of God. This dene, he mult goe
1yet farthee, and confider for what caufe the
.{Lord fhould afflict his body withany ficknes
jor difeafe, And hee fhall finde by Gods word,
| that fickne{Tz comes ordinarily and vially of
[ fin, Wherefore is the lining man forrowfull? man
Jiffereth for bis ffanes, Lam.3. 39. It is truc in-

A jthe bodie, and of fickeneffe, befide finne; and
though they be not knowne tows, yetthey are
knowne to the Lord. Hereupon Chrift when
he faw a certaine blinde man, and'was deman-
ded what wasthe caufe of the blindnes anfive.
red.Joh.g.2. I\ either hath this man finmed nor bis
parentsout that the worke of God fhonldbe hewed
on him. Y et we for our parts,who are to 80 not
by the fecret,but by the rencaled will of God,
muft make this vie of our ficknes , that is fent
vnto vs for our finnes. When Chritt healed
the man ficke of the palfie,be faith, Azar..5.
Be of good :mfﬂr.‘,t/{y  finnes are  forginen thee: &
when he bad healed the man by tie poole of
Bethefdz, that hadbin ficke thirty eight yeers,
he bids him inne w0 more,leff aworye thing fhould
happenwnito him : gining them both o vader-
ftand, that their fickeneflc came by reafonof |
their finnes. And thus (hould euery ficke map
refolue himfelfe.Now when we haue procee-
ded thus farre, and haue as it were laid our fin-
ger vpon the right and proper caufe of our
fickenefle, three things concerning our finnes
mult be performedof vs in ficknefle. Firlt,we
muft make a new examination of our hearts
andlines, and fay asthe Ifraelites faid in aflj.
&ionz Ler vsfearchandtriconr waits andturne
againe vitothe Lord, Lam, 3. 40. Secondly ,
we muft make anew confefsion to God of our
new and particular finnes, as God fends new
corretions and chaftifements. When Daxid
had the hand of God verie heauic vpon him
for hisfinnes, fo ashisvery bones and maifture
confumedwithin bim, fal,3.14: hee made con-
fefsion of them vnto God, and thereupon cb-
tainedhis pardon, and washealed. The third
thing is tomake new prayerand more earneft
then euer before , with fighes and groanes of
the fpirit,and that for pardon of the fame fins,
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the exercife of thefe three duties ftandes the
renouation of our faithand repentance, wher-
by they ate increafed,quickencd,and reviued.
And the more fickenefle preuailes and takes
place inthe body,the more fhould we be care-
fullto put them in veesthat fpiritual life, might
increafe as temporall life is decaied. When
king Ezechias lay ficke , ashee thought vpon
hisdeath-bed, he wept as for fome other cau

fesy ol for his fins, and withallhe prayed
God'to calte them behinde his backe. Dawid
ade certaine Pfalmes when hee was ficke,or
atthe leaft vpon the occafion of his ficknefle,
asnamely, the. the 32. 38,39. &c. andthey
all are Pfalmes of repentance ¢ in which wee
may fee how in diltrefle of body and minde
hee renued his faith and repentance, heartily
bewailing his finues, and intreating the Lord
forthe pardon of them, AManaffes,one that fell
from Gad, and gaue himfelfe to many horri-
ble finnes, whenhe wastaken captiveand im-
prifoned in Babylon , He prayedto the Lord bis
Godavd humbled himfelfe greatly before the God
of hisfathers, and prayedvnto bim : and Godwai

D

ideede, there bee other cafes of the wants of

and for reconciliation with God in Chrift. In|-

Ioh.s.24.

sntreated of hins,and heard bis prayer,andbroughs

bim

Vv




Termla
de covo”
namili.c’
T &de
ldo!,c“-

502

The rightway of dying well.

himagaine into 1 ernfalem into his kingdome , and)
then " Manaffes knew that the Lord was God, 2.
Chron.33.12,13. Now looke what Manaffes
did inhis tribulation, the fame thing muft we
docin the time of our bodily fickeneffe.

Here I haue occafion to mention anotori-
ous fault, that s very common in this age, e-
uen among fich as haue long liued in the bo
fome of the Church : and thatis this: Men
now adayes are {o farre from renving their
faith and repentance , that when they lye
fick and are drawing toward death,they muft
be catechized in the do@rine of faithand re-
pentance , asif they had beene but of late re-
ceiued into the Church: Whofoeuer will,but
asoccafion is offered,vifit the ficke,fhall finde
this tobe true which I fay. What afhameiis
this, that whenaman hath fpent his life and
dayes in the Church for the fpace of twentie,
orthirty, or fourtie yeares, hee fhould at the
very end of all & not before, begin to inquire
what faith, and whatrepentanceis, and how
hisfoulemight be faned. This one fin argues
the great fecurity of this age,& thegreat con.-
tempt of God and his word. Well,let all men
hereafter in time tocome, be warned to take
heed of this exceeding negligence in matters
of faluation,and to vfe all good meanes before
hand, that they may bee ablein fickeneffe and
in thetime of death to put in pra@ifé the fpiri-
tuall exercifes of innocation and repentance.

Now if fobe it fall out that the ficke partie
cannot of himfelfc renew his owne faith and
repentance, he muft fecke the helpe of others.
When the man that was (icke of thedead pal~
fie could not goe to Chrilt himfelfe,Mar.2.4.
hee got others to beare himin his bedde : and
when they could not come necte for the mul-
titude they vncoucred the roofe of the houfe,
and let the bed downe before Chrit & cnen fo
when ficke men cannot alone by themfelues
doe the good duties to whichthey are bound,
they muit borrow helpe from their fellow-
members; who are partly by their councell to
putto their helping hand , and partly by their
prayersto prefent them vatoGod,andto bring
them intothe prefenceof God. .

And touching helpe in this cafe, fundry du-
tiesaretobe pecformed.Saintfames fetsdown
foure; two whereof concerne the figke pati-
ent,and other two fuch asbe helpers. The firft
duty of the fick manisto fend for help: where
two circumftances muft bee confidered: who
muft bee fent for,and when.For the firft,Saint
Lames faith,Jam. 5 14,15 any ficke among yoss? les
bins califor the Elders of the Church, Whereby
aremeant notonly Apoftles and all minifters
of the Gofpell , butothersalfo (as T take it )
which were men auncient for yeares, indued
withthe fpiric of vnderftanding and prayer,
and had withall the gift of working miracles
and of healing the ficke. Forinthe primitiue
Church this gift was foratime {o plentifuily
beftowedon the that beliened in Chrift, that

fouldiers caft out diuels,and parents wronght
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miracles on theiv children. Hence wee may
learne that howfoeuer it bee the dutie of the
minifters of the word principally to vifitand
comfortthe ficke, yet it is not their dutica.
lone, for it belongs to them alfo which have
knowledge of Gods word,andthe gift of prai-
er.Exhort one another (faiththe H. Ghoft, Beb.
3.13. )while it dscalledto day. And again, 1. Thef,
41114, Admonifhthem that are dsfordered, and
comfore thefzthas areweake. And indeede ine.
quitie it fhould be the dutie of euery Chrifti-
an mi to comfort his brother in ficknes. Here
wee muft needes take knowledge of the com-
mon fault of men & women when they come
to vifit their neighboursand friends:they can-
not ?eake aword of inftruction and comfort,
but fpend the time in filence, gazing, and loo-
king on:or in vttering wordsto litle or no pur-
pofesfaying to the fick party,that they are ve-
ry forry to fec him inthat cafe,that they would
haue himtobe of good comfort , but wherein
and by what meanes they cannot tell ; that
they doubt not but that hee fhall recouer his
health and live with them fill , and be merry
as in former time;that they will pray for him;
whereas all their prayers are nothing els but
the Apoftles Creede, or the ten commaunde-
ments, and the Lords prayer vttered without
vnderftanding. And this is the common com-
fort that ficke men get atthe hands of their
neighbours whenthey comevntothem ; and
all this comes either becaufe they liuein igno-
rance of Godsword, or becaufethey falfely
thinke that the whole burthen of this dutie
liesvpon the fhoulders of the minifter.

The fecond circumftance is, when the ficke
party muft fend forthe elders to inftruét him
andpray for him. Andthatisin the very firft
placeof all betore any other helpe bee fought
for. Where the Divine endes,there the Phyfi-
tianmuft begin: and it isa very prepofterons
courfe that the Diuine fhould there beginne
where the Phyfitian makes anend. For till
helpe be had for the foule , and finne which is
the roote of ficknes be cured, phyficke for the
body is nothing. Therefore itis athing much
tobe difliked , that in all places almoft the
phyfitianis fie(t fent for, and comes in the be-
ginning of the ficknes,and the Minifter comes
when a man is halfe dead, andisthen fent for|
oftentimes when the ficke particlics drawing
onand gafping for breath, as though Mini-
fters of the Gofpel in thefe daics were able to
worke miracles.

The fecond dutie of the ficke partie, is to
confefle his finnes , as S. lames faith, Confeffe
 your finnes one to anot her sand pray one for another.
It will be faid, that this is to bring in againe
Popith thrift. .Anfw. Confefsion of our finnes,
and that vato men , was ncuer denied of any:
the queftionis onely of the manner and order
of making confefsion. Arid for this caufe wee
moft put a great difference betweene Pepifh
fhrift,8 the cofefsion,of which S./ames fpea-

keth.For herequires only a confefsion of that
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orthofe finnes whichlie vpona mans confci-
ence when he is ficke: but the popifh do&rine
requiretha particular enumeratio of ala mans
finnes. Againes S, lames enioynes confefsion
onely asathing meete , and conuenient: but
the Papift asa thing necefzric to the remifsi-
onof i:ones. Thirdly, S. fames permits that
confefsion bee made to any man,, and by one
man to another mutually: whereas Popifh
fhriftis made onely tothe Prieft. The fecond
duty thenis, thatthe ficke partie troubled in
minde with the memorie and confideration
of any of his finnes paft,or any manner of way

pted by the divell,fhall freely of his owne
accord open his cafe to fuch as are both able
and willing to helpehim, that he may receiue
comfort and die in peace of confeience.

Thus much of the ficke mans duty; now fol-
low the duties of helpers. The ficft is,to pray o-
#erhim, that iss in his prefence to pray with
him, and for him, and by prayer to prefent his
very perfonand his whole eftate vnto God.
The Prophet Elizeus the Apoftle Pauland our
Sauiour Chrift vfed this manner of praying ;
when they would miraculonfly reftore tem-
poralllife:& therfore itis very meete that the
fame fhould be vfed alfo of vs, that we might
the better ftirre vp ouraffe@ions inpraier,and
our compafsion tothefick when we areabout
to intreat the - Lord for the remifsion of their
finnes,and forthe faluation of their foules.

helper, is to.annoint thefick party with oyle.
Now this annoiating was an outward cere-
mony which was vied with the gift of healing,
which is now:ceafed, and therefore I omitto
{peake further of it. -

Thus'much of the duty which the fick-man
owes to God: now follow theduties whichhe
isto performe vato himfelf;and they are two-
fold:one concernes his foute, the other his bo-
dy. Thedutie concerning his foule , is thathe
muft arme & fuenifh himfelfe again(t the im=
moderate feare of prefentdeath.And therea-
fon hereof is-plaine: becaufe howfoeuer natu-
rally men feare through the ‘courfe of- their
lives more or lefle ; yet in time of fickene(fe
when death approacheth , this natarall feare

1bred in the bone will mofroFalithew it felfie -

uenin frchifort, as it will aftonifh-the fenfes of
the ficke party, and fometime:canfe defperati-

* |on.Therforeitisnecefliry thatwe vic meanes)

to ftrengthent our felues aghinf¥ the fearedr)
death. The are of two: fors;pracids,

and meditation. Practifes ae two efpeciatiy.!
The firft 15, that the fickc man muft not{o,
muchregard death it felfe asthebenefies of.
‘God which are obtained after déath. He moft
not fixe his minde: vpon the. aoqﬁdcraﬁibﬁ‘&é
the pangs and torments of deathi s but all his
thoughts and affetions mufk:be fet vponrhad
blefled eftate that is enioyed after death. Hlte
that isto pafieouer fome groat-and deepe tid
uer, muft notdooke.downwanidtothe fireaihe

The fecond dutie of him that comes asan c

A mult fet his foote fure , ardcaft hiseyeto the
banke on the further fide: and fo muft he that
drawesnecredeath, asitwere looke cuer the
waues of deathand dire&ly fxc the eye of his
faithvpon etcrnall life. The fecond pracife
is tolooke vpon death inthe glaffe of the Gofo
pel,and not in theglaffe of thc law; that is, we
mutk confider death not as itis propounded in
the law,& looke vpon that terrible face which
thelaw giuethvntoiit ; butasit is fet forth in
the Gofpell. Death in the law is a curfe and
the downefall tothe pit of deftrucion;in the
Gofpell itisthe entranceto heaven s the law
fets forthdeath as deathsthe Gofpel fets forth
deathas o death, but a {leepe onely; becanfe
it fpeaketh of death asit is altered and chan-
ged by the death of Chrift; by the vertue
wherof death is properly no death to the fér..
uantsof God. When men {hall haue care on
this manner to confider of death, it will bee a
notable meanes to ftrengthen and flablifh
them againft all immederate feares and ter-
torsthat viually rifcin ickeneffe,
Themeditations which ferue for this pur-
pofe are innumerable, but T will touch oncly
thofe which are the moft principall and the
groundsof the reft:and they are foure innum-
oer.. The fieft is borrowed from the fpeciall
prouidence of God: namely, that the death of |
cuery man,much more euery childe of God, is
uot onely fore-feéne, but alfo fore-appointed
of God : yea the death of enery man deferued
and procured by hisfins , is Iaid vpon him by
God, who inthat refpect may be faid to bee
the canfe of enery mans déath. So faith Anma,
1 Sam.1,6. The Lord killcth and maketh aline.
The Church of Ierufalem confeffed that no-
thing came to paffe in the death of Chrift, but
that whichthe fm’-@awle{'ge and erevnall conn-
fellof God had appointed, A&. 4.28. Andthere-
fore the deathalfo of enery member of Chrift
is fore-feene and ordainedby the fpeciall de-
cree and pronidenceof God. I addefurther,
that the-very circumftances of death, asthe
time when,the place where, the manner how,
the beginhings of fickenes, the continuance,
and the end, cuery fitte-in the fickenefle,
and the pangsof death;” are particularly fet
downe in thie counfell 6f God. The very baires
of aur heads are numbred(as our Sanionr Chrift
faith,Mat.10.29.39+)ahda fparyow lights noton
the groundwithous the wil of dar béanenly Father,
| Dandfaih excelicntly, Plal. 139. 15,16: Mty
| bones are not hid fonsthee,thongh 1 was made ina
' /vrmrlav:,@.f,,‘ ? ;?e'ribtm;iifin theearth:thine
eics dsdlfeeme when Iy as- withont forme;forinthy
[Bookewerenilthings writkere, which in contnnasice
\were fuflioned,swhen thevé vas nane of them before.
|| Andhie ptaies to God;: 1 Pt his teares intobis
boerls,Pealis 6.8, NowriFihis e true, that God
| hath botttes fo'the very teares of his fer-
wints; much- more hiath ‘Hee bottles for their
blood, 2nd:much more @oth hee refped and
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regardtheir paines and- miferies with all the
il f¥: of fickeneffe and death: The

Iqﬁthb ‘watersbucifhe would pravent feare, hid
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carefull meditation of this one point is a no-
table meanes to atme vs againft feareand di-
ftruft, and impatience in the time of death; as
fome examples inthis cafe wil eafily manifeft,
1heldmy tongue andfaid nothing, faith Dauid,
Pfalm.39. 9. but what was it that caufed this
patiencein him? the caufefollowes in the next
words; becanfz thow Lord diddeft it. And fofeph
faith to hisbrethren,Gen.45 .5+ Feareé ot for it
was the Lord that [ent me befors you Marke here
how Jeféphisarmed againft impatience and
gricfeand difcontentment by the very confi-
deration of Gods prouidence: and fo:in the
fame manner fhall we be confirmed againft all
feares and forrowes,and fay with Danid, Pfal.
116. 15. Pretions inthe fight of the Lord is the
death of bus Saints; if this perfwafion bee once
fetled in our hearts, chat all things in ficknefie
and death come to paffe vato vs by the pro-
uidence of God, who tugnes all things to the
good ofthem that love him.

The fecond meditation is to be borrowed
from the excellent promife that God hath
made to the death of the righteous: which'is,
Bleffedare they that dic inthe Lovd: for they reff
from their labours , andtheirworkes follow them.
The author of truth that cannot lie hath fpo-
ken it.Now thenlet a man but throughly con-
fider this, that death ioyned with a reformed
life hatha promife of bleffednes adioyned vn-
toit,and italone willbe a fufficient meanes to
{taythe rageof our affe@ions,& all inordinate
featcof death: & the rather,if wemarke wher-
in this bleffedneffe confifts.: In death we are
indegdethruft out of our old dwelling places,
namely,thefe houfes of clay and earthly taber-
nacles of our bodies,, wherein we hane made
long aboad:but whatisthe end? furely that li-
uingand dying in Chrift we might haue abuil-
ding giuen of God, that is, an houfe not made
withhands, but eternal inthe heauens, which
is vofpeakable andimmortall gloty.If a poore
man fhould be commanded by a prince to put
offhis torneand beggerly garments, & in ftead
therof to put on royall & coftly robes,it would
be a greatreioycing to hishearr:oh then what
ioyfull newes muft this be vnto all repentant
and forrowfull finrersy when the King of hea-
uenandearth comes vaco them by death, and
bids them lay down theix bodics asragged and
patched garments, and prepare themfelues to
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D bolds vp their beads , and with his right band hee

{though the foulegoe from the bodic , and the
body it felfe rot in the graue, yet both are ftill
in Chrift,both in the couenant, both in the fa-
uonr of God asbefore death, and bothfhall a.
gainebe ioyned togither,the body by the ver-
tue of the former coniun@ion being raifed o
cternalllife. Indeede if this vnionwith Chrift
werediffolued as the coniun@ion of body and
foule is,it might be fome matter of difcomfort
and feare, but the foundation and fubftance of
our myfticall coniun@ion with Chrift both in
refpe& of our bodies and foules enduring for
cuer,muft negdes be amatter of exceeding ioy
and comfort.

The fourth meditation, isthat God hath
promifed his fpeciall,bleffed;and comfortable
prefence vnto his feruants when they are fick
ordying,or any wayditrefled. When thou pafleft
through the water Jwill bee with thee (faith the
Lord,1fa.43.a.) andthrough the floods thas they
doe ot onerflowe thee: when thowwalkeft throngh
the veryfire thon flals ot be burnt peither fhalthe
\flame kindle vpon thee.Now ttie Eord doth ma-
nifeft his prefence three waies: the firft is,by
moderating and lcflening the painies and tor-
ments of ficknes and death,as the very words
ofthe former promife doe plainely import.
Hence it comes to paffe,that to many men the
forrowes and pangs of death , are nothing fo
gricuous and troublefome , as the affii®ions
& crofies whichare laid on them in the courfe
oftheir lines. The fecond way of Gods pre-
fence is by an inwardand vnfpeakable com.
fort of the fp{rit,as"?ul faitLh,Ro:n; §:3:5. ¢
ethforeh paritoe eve.bu whyisthisteioycing?
ecanfe (faith he in the next words) the loue of
Godss fhedabroad in onr bearts by the holy Ghoft.
Againe, Paul haning in fome gricuous ficknes
receined the fentence of death , faith of him-
felfe,2.Cor.1.5 .that,as the fuffering of Chrift did
abonnd in bim.fo his Cﬂ!ﬁlldtiﬂlldl'ddéwd throwgh
Chrift. Here thenwee fee, that when earthly
comforts faile, the Lord himfelfe draws neere
thebed of the ficke, as it were vifitingthem
in his owne perfon, and miniftring vato them
refrething for their foules: With bis lefs hand be
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smbraceth thém, Cant.2.6. The third meanes
of Gods prefence , is the minifterie of good
Angels, whom the Lord hath appointed as

put on the princelyrobe of i litic? No
tonguecan be ableto expreffc the excellencie
of this moft blefled and bappic cftate: - ..
Thethird meditationis borrowed fromthe
eftate of all them thacare in Chrifk, ‘whether
lining or dying. Hee that dieth beleening in’
Chritt, dieth not fosth of Chrift, bus i birs,
hauing both his. body and foule. really cou-
pled to Chrift according tpithe tenoyr of the
coucnant of gracerandthongh afrer.death bo-
dyand foule be fevered one from another, yet
neither of them are feuered or disioyned from
Chrift, Theconiun&tion whichisonce beguni
inthislifé incs eternglly. Andtheretor

fe

pers and nources vnto his feruants to kold
{them vp. and t6 beare them in their atmes s
ndurces do young children, & to beas a guard
vatothem againtt the dinell and his angels.
Andall this 1s. verificd ipecially indicknefle,at
| whichtime the holy Angels are niot only pre-
fent withfuch as feare God , but ready alfo to
{receineand to carty their foules into heauer,
‘|asappeares by thicexampleof Lazarss, =
.+ And thus mixch of the firlk dotie whicha
 iek man s to performe vnto himfelf,namely,
:{that he muft by. 3ll meanes pofsible arme and
| &rengthen himicleagainft the feare of death:
now. followeth ‘the fecond dutic which is
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perfons muft bee carefull to preferue health
and lifetill God doe wholly take itaway. For
Panlfaith,Roms.14.7,8. None of vs ineth to him
\felfe,neiher doth any dit to himfelfe : for whether
we line, weline vntothe Lord, or whether we die,

\wee die vnto the Lord,whether wee line therfore or

die,we are the Lords.For this caufe wemay not
doe with our liues as we will, but we mait re-
ferre the whole difpofition thereof vnto God,
for whofe glory we are to line anddie. And
chis temporall life isa moft precious iewell,
& asthe common fayingis, life is very fweet ;
becanfeit is giuento man for thisend, thathe
might haue fome fpace of time wherein hee
might vie all good meanes to attaine to life
cuerlafting. Lifeis not beftowed on vs, that
wee fhould fpend our dayes in onr lults and
vainepleafures, but that we might haueliber-
tie to come ont of the kingdome of darkenefle
intothe kingdome of grace, and from the
bondage of finne inte the glorious libertie of
the fonnes of God: and in this refpe fpeciall
care muft be had of preferuationof life, till
Goddoe call vs hence. :

Inthe preferuing of life , two things muft
be confidered : themeancs , and the rightvie
of themeanes. The meanes is good and whol-
fome phyficke, whichthonghit be defpifed of
many asa thing voprofitable and needles, yet
muftitbe efteemed as an ordi & blefsing
of God. Thisappeares, becaufe the fpirit of
God hath giuen approbation vnto it in the

concerning the body 5 and thatis,thatall ficke | A

B
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‘mame their children before the eight day+
| Thus then it is manifeft that the vie of phy-

 ficke is lawfull and commendable-

Furthermore , that phyficke may bee well
applied to the maintenance of health, fpeciall
care muft be had to make choife of fuch Phy-
fitians as are knowne to bewell learned, and
men of experience; asalfoofgood confCience
ang good religion. For as in other callings,fo
in this alfo, there be fundry abufes which may
indanger the lines & the health of men. Some
venter vponthebare infpection of the vrine,
without further direQtion or knowledge of
the eftate of the ficke, to prefcribe and mini-
fter as fhal feemebeft vatothem. Butthe lear-
ned in this facultie doe plaisly anouch, that
thiskinde of dealing teéndsrather tokill then
to cure, and that{undry men are indeedekil-
led thereby: For indgement by the vrine is
moft deceitfull : the water of him that is ficke
of a peftilent feauer euen vnto death , lookes
for fubftance and colour as the Water of a
wholeman: and fo doth the water of them
that are ficke of a quartane or of any other in-
termitting feauer : fpecially if they haie vfed
good diet from the beginning, as alfo of them
that have the pleurifie, orthe inflammation |
of the lungs, ortheSquinancie , oftentimes
whenthey-are necre death. Now then confi-
dering the waters of fuchas arcat the point
of death ; appeare as the vrines of whole and
found men, one and the fame vrine may forc-
fignifie both life and death, and bea figné of |
diners, nay of contrary difeafes: A thinne,
crude, and pale vetne in them thatbe in health
isatoken of wantof digeftion ; but in them
that areficke-of a fharpe or burning ague , it

kens the frenfie, andis a certaine figne of

+king, |Scriptures. When it was the good pleafure of
07 |God to reftore life vnto King Exeksas, a lumpe
of dry figs by the Prophets appointment was

laid to his boyle and he was healed. Indecde
thiscure was in fome fort miraculous,becaufe

hee was made whole in the fpace of two or
theeedayes , and the thirdday he wews vp tothe

64,1, |Femple : yetthe bunchof figges wasa naturall
dean,cu. | and ordinarie medicine or plaifter feruing to
. | foften-and ripen tumoues or fwellings in the
flefh.  And the Samaritane is commended for

Luke 10.|the binding vp and for the powring of wine
i |and oyle into the wounds of the man that lay
Vilage |Wounded betweene Ierufalem 8 Terico. Now
(sl | this dealing of his was a right pracife of phy-

|loe, .8, | fickesfor the wine feruedtocleanfe the wotind

and to eafe the paine within: and the oyle fer-
ued to fapple the'flefh & to alfwagethe paine
withont. And the Prophet Efsy,{cemesto ¢o-
mend this phyficke , when he faith Efs.1.6.
From the [ole of the foot vio the bead,there is no-
thing whole thierein, bis wounds andfiwellings, and
fores fullof corruption: they haue not binwrapped
ey bound up,nor mollified with oyle. And where-
asGoddidnot command circumcifion of chil-
drenbefore the eightday , hefollowed arule
of phyficke obferucdinall ages,that che life of
thechilde is very vncertaine till the firft feueri
dayesbe expired, as we may fee by the exam-
ple of the child which Dawsd had by Bashfabe
iwhich died the feucnth day. And-vponthe

D

death. Againe, others therebe that thinke it
a finall matter- to make experiments of their
denifed tedicines vpon the bodies of their
patients, whereby the health, which they ho-
ped for, is either much hindred or much de-
caied. Thitdly,there be others which minifter
nophyfickeat ‘any time , or ve phlebotormic
without the direction of udiciall Aftrologie:
but ifthey fhal follow this courfe alwaies;they
muftneéds kill many aman: Put the cafe that
a:man full bodied istaken witha pleurific, the
moorie being in Leone, what muft bee done ?
The learned in this art fay ; he maft prefently
be letblood: but by Aftrologie aftay muft
be made, till the moone be'remooued from
Leothe honfe of the fanne: but by thattime
the impoftume will be fomuich increafed by
the gathering together of the humours, that
it cani neither be diffolued nor ripened-: and
by this meanes the ficke partic wanting helpe
in time , fhall dic cithet by intlammation or
by the confamption of the lings. Againe,
whenaman is ficke of the Squinancie ;" or of|
the feauer called Synochus, the moone then be-
ingin the malignant afpes with any of the
infortumate planets (as Aftrologers vie-to

fpeake)iflerting of blood be deferred till the

)vcry fame ground heathen men vfed-not to
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moone bee freed from the forefaid afpedts,
the partie dies in the meane feafon. There-
forethey are farre wide that minifter purga-
tions and et blood no otherwife,then theyare
counfelled by the conftitution of the ftarres,
whereas it is a farre better courfe to confi-
der the matter of the diftafe,with the difpofi-
tion and ripening of it: as alfo the courfes
and fymptomes, and crifis thereof. This be-
ing fo, there is good caufe that ficke men
fhould as well be carefull tomake choife of
meete Phyfitians to whom they might com-
mend the care of their health,asthey are care-
full to make choife of Lawycrs for their
worldly fuites, and Diuines for cafes of con-
{cience.

Furthermore , all men muft bee here war-
nzd to take hecde , that they vie not fuch
meanes as haue no warrant. Of this kinde are
all charmes or fpels , of what words foeuer
they confift : charattersand figures either in
paper,wood, or waxe: allamulets, andliga-
tures, which ferue to hang about the necke

grounded vpon fome goodnaturall reafon ; as
white peonte hung about thenecke , is good
againft thefalling fickeneffe : and wolfe-dung
tyed to the bodie is good againft the chol-
licke , not by any enchantment, but by in-
ward vertue. Otherwife they are all vaine
and foperftitions ; becanfe neither by creati-
on,nor by any ordinance in Gods word, hauce
theyany power to cure a bodily difeafe. For
words can doe no more byt reprefent. - And

" | yetnenertheleffe , thefe valawfall god abfurd

meanes ate more viedand Jought for.of com-
mon people,then good phyficke. But it ftands
all men greagly in hand in no wife to feeke
forth to enchanters, and forcerers, whichin-
deedeare but witches and wizzards , though
they ate commonly called cunning men and
women. It were better for a.man to die of
his fickenefle , then to feeke recouery by fuch
wicked perfons. For ifany manturne after fuch
as worke with [pirits, and after Soothfayers, to goe
anwhoring after thews'; the Lord will fot hisface |
agasnfithem , and cut. shem off froms among his
people, Leniticws 20, 6. W hen; Achazia was
ficke, hee fent g0, Baslzebuh che God of E.-
kaz to know. whether hee fhould recouer-or
no: as the meffengers were, going, the Pro-
phet Elias merthem, and fid, 2 King. 1, 6.
Goe and returne to the king whichfear you , and
Sy o bivs, T hws faiththe Lord, s it vior becanfy
shere is no God sn Ifracl, that.thos Jendeff toin.
quive of Baalzebub the god of Ekyon? therefora
thon [bale not comne downe fronsthy bed on which
thouare gone up but fhalt die tk: death. There.
fore fuch kinde of helpe is fo farre from cu.i
ring any paine ot fickenefley. that it racher!
doubleth them,, ‘apd falteqeth them vpon
VS ., pen
Thus much of the meangs of health : now:
followeth the manner of viing the meanesy;
concerning which . three rules mult bee £6]-

orothet parts of the bodie, except they bee;
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lowed. Firftofall,he that is totake phyficke,
mauf} not onely prepare his bodie , as Phyfiti-
ansdoe prefcribe : but he muft alfo prepare
his foule by humbling himife vnder the hand
of God in his fickeneffe for his finnes, and

them before any medicine come in his bodie,
Now that this order ought to bee vfed , .ap-
pearesplainely in this,, that fickeneffe fprings
from ou finnes as from a roote; whichfhould

he foughe not the Lord, but tothe Phyfitians :

L1

topafle, that difeafes curable in ¢t

all their finnes, and turne vate God.

lawfull and good : and by prayer wee muft
intreat the Lord for a blefsing vpon them,
in reftoring of health', ifit bee the good will
of God, 1 Tim.4.3.

Thethird rule is, that weemuft carry in
minde the rightand proper end of phyficke,
left wee deccive our felues. Wee muft not
therefore thinke: that phyficke ferues to pre-
uent old age or death it felfe. For that is not
pofsible, becaufe God hath fet downe that all
men fhall die and bechanged. And life con-
fifts in a temperature and proportion of natu.
rall heate and radicall moifture ; which moy-
fture beeing once cenfumed by the former
heate , is by art.vnrepairable 5 and therefore
death mufk needsfollow. But the trueend of
phyficke.is to continue.and lengthen the life
of manto hisnaturall period ; which is when
nature-that hgth beene long preferued by all
pofsible meanes, is now wholly-fpent. Now
this period, though it .cannat bek length-
ned byany skill of maa,.:yer may it eafily bee
fhortned,. byintemperance indict, by diun-
kennefle, and by viglent difeafes.. But care
maft be hadco auoide:sll fich euils; -that the
lictle lampe-of corporail life may burne till it
gocoutaf it felfe.. For thisvery fpaceof time
isthe very day of grace and faluation s and
whereas God in ivftice. might haue cot vs off
and hape vttorly defiroyed vs, yet in-great
merciche giues vs thus afnch time 5 that wee
might prepare out {eines to his Kisgdome :

| which. time when it-is once fpent, ita man

would redecine. itwith the price of ten thou-
fand woylds, he cannorhaveits - -
And ga concludethis point touching phy:

ficke

make earneft prayer to God for the pardonof

fieft of all be ftocked vp , that the branches
might more eafily die. And therefore eqja
commended for many other things, isblamed
for this by the holy Ghoft, 2 Chre.16.1 2. that

and puthis truft in them. Oftentimes it comes

)
aremade incurable by the finnes and thie im-
penitencie of the partie:and therefore the beft
wayis, for themthat would haue eafe, when
God begins to corred them by fickenefle ;
then alfo to begin to humble themfelues for

The fecond rule is, that when wee haue
prepared cur felues, and are about to vfe
phyficke, wee muft fan®ifie it by the word
of God and prayer , as we doe our meate or
drinke. For by the word wee mufthaue our
warrant, that the medicines preferibed are

2nters
curaneus
carnifex:
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ficke, will here fec downe two fpeciall duties /A [be handled; the firft of the Magiltrate, the fe-

of the Phyfitian himfelfe. The firftis, thatin
the want and defeét of fuch as are to put ficke
menin minde of their finnes, it isa duty fpeci-
ally corrcerning him, hee being 2 member of
Chrilt, to aduertife his patiéts that they muft
truly humble themfelucs , and pray feruently
to God for the pardon of all their finnes: and
furely this dutie would bee more commonly
practifed chen it is,if al phyfitians did confider
that oftentimes they want good facceffe in
their dealings,not becaufe thereisany wantin
Art or good will, but becaufe the partie with
|whom they deale is impenitent. The fecond
dutie is, when he fees anifelt fignes of death
inhispatient, nottodepart concealingthem, '
but firlk of all tocertifie the patient thereof.
There may be and is too much nicenesin fach
concealements, & the plaine truth in this cafe
knowne,is very profitable.For when the party
iscertaine of his end, it bereaues him of all co-
fidence inearchly things, & makes him put all
his affiance in the meete mercy of God. Whé
Ezechias was ficke, the Prophet fpeaks plainly
wvato him,and faith: 1/2.38.1. Set thine houfe in
order.for thow mnft die. And what good we may
reap by knowing certainly that we hauerecei-
ued the fentence of death, Paul fheweth when
he faith,2 Cor.x .9.We haue receinedthe fentence
of deathin onr felucs, becanfe we fhowldnot trigft in
onr [elues,bus in Godwhich rasfeththe dead.

Hauing thus feene what be the duties of the
ficke manto himfelfe, letvsnow fee what be
the duties which he oweth to his neighbour;
and they are two. The firft is the dutie of re-
conciliation , whereby he is freely to forgiue
allmen : and to defire to be forgiuenof all. In
rthe old teftament, whenamanwasto offera
bullocke or lambe infacrifice to God,he muft
leaue hisoff:ringat thealtar,and firft goc and
bee reconciled to his brethren, if they had
oughtagainft him : much more then muft chis
be done, when we are in death to offer vp our
felues,our bodies, and foules, asan acceprable
ﬁcri.ﬁcc vnto God. Qneff. What if aman can-
notcome tothe fpeech of them with whom
he would be reconciled ; or if he doe, what if
they will notbe reconciled? Anfi. Whenthey
fhall in their fickenefle feeke and defire recon-
ciliation,and cannot obtaine it, either becanfe
the parties are abfent,or becaufe they will not
relent, they haue difcharged their confcience,
and God willaccepttheir-wil for the dced.As
put cafe,a man lying ficke on his deathbed, is
at enmitie with one that is then beyond the
fea; o as he cannot pofsibly haue any fpeech
with him,if he would neuer fo faine,how thali
he ftay his mind? why, he mult remember that
inthis cafe,awill and defire to be reconciled is
reconciliation it felfe.

The fecond dutic is , that thofe which are
tulers and gouernors of others, muft hauecare

B

C
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and take order that their charges committed
tothem by God, be left in good eftate after
their death: and here come three duties to

cond of the Minifter , the third of the mafter
of the family. The Magiltratesdutie is,before
hedie,to pronide,as much ashe can, for the
godly and peaceableeftate of thetowne,citie,
or common-wealth: and that is done partly
by procuring the maintenance of found reli-
gionand vertue, and partly by eftablithingthe
executionof ciuill inftice and outward peace-
Examples of thispra@ife in Godsword are
thefe. When Mofes was an hundred and twen-
tieyeere old, and was no more ableto goe in
and out before the people of Ifrael, hee called
them before him , and fignified that the time
of his departure was at hand , and thereapon
tooke order for their wel-fare after his deach.
And firft of all he places Jofiuab oner them in
hisftead , to bee their guide tothe promifed
land : fecondly, he giues fpeciall charge to all
the people, to be valiant and couragious a-
gainft their enemies , and to obey the com-
mandements of God. Aud Zsf#ah followes the
fame came courfe, Zofs. 23. For he cals the
people together, and fhewes them that the
time of his death isathand, and giues them a
charge to be couragious, and toworfhip the
true God : whichdone, he ends his daies as a
worthy Captaine. When king Dawid(1 King.
2.1,2,3,&c.) wastogoe the way of all flefh,
and lay ficke on his death-bed ; he placed his
owne fonne Salomon vpon his throne,and gaue
him charge,both for maintenance of religion,
andexecution of inftice.

The dutie of Minifters when they are dy-
ing,is,as muchas they can,to caft and pronide
for the continuance of the good eftateof the
Charch ouer which they are placed. Confi-
der the example of Peter, 2 Pet. 1. 15. I will
(faithbe) sndeanosr aliwases, that ye alfo maybee
able vo haue rensembrance of thefe things after my
departure, Xf this had bin well obferued, there
could not haue bin fochabundance of fchifmes,
errors, & herefies as hath bin, and the Church
of God could not haue fuffered fo great ha-
uocke. Butbecaufe men hane had more care
to maintaine perfonall fuccefsion , then the
right faccefsion , which ftands in the do@rine
of the Prophetsand Apoftles;therfore wolues
haue come into the roomes of faithfull tea-
chers,and the Apoftacicof which Pau/fpeaks,
hath onerfpred the face of the Church.

Thitdly, houfholders muft fet their families
inorderbeforethey die , as the Prophet Efay
faith to Ezckiab: Set thine houfe inorder.for thon
muft die. For the procuring of good order in
the family after death, 2.things are to be done:
The firk cocernes thislife,& that is to difpofe
of lands and goods. And that thismay be well
& wifely done;ifthe Wil be vamade,itis with
godly aduice & counfel to be made in the time
of ficknessaccording to the practif¢ of ancient
and worthy men. Abrabams before his death
makes his Will,& giues legacies; fo did /faac,
and Zacob,in whofe Iaft Will and teftamentare
contained many worthy blefsings and pro-
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Sagiour Chrilt, 7oh.19.27. when he was vpon
the croffe prouided for his mother , fpecially

! commending her to his Difciple Jobz whom

be loued. And indeede this dutie of making a
Will, is a matter of great weight and impor-
tance 3 forit cuts off much hatredand conten-
tion in families,and ftaies many fuits in law, It
isnottherefore alwaiesa matrer of indifferen-
cie, which may be done or not done, as many

; falfly thinke, who vpon blind and finifter re-
. {fpectsabltaine from making Wils, either be-

caufe their wealth fhould not be knowne , or
becau(e they wonld haue their decaied eftate
to be concealed,or becanfe they feare they fhal
die the fooner if the Will be once made.
Now though the making of Wils belongs to
another place & profefsion , yetfo much may
be fpoken here as the holy Ghoft hath vtte-
red inthe word: and that I willreduce to cex-
taineroles. The firft is, that the Will muft be
madeaccordingto the law of nature, and the
written word of God, and thegood and hole-
fome pofitiue lawes of that kingdome or coun-

itrie whereof a man isa membet. The willof
{ God muft be the rule of mans will. And there-
fore the will that is madeagainft any of thefe,
is faultie. The fecond is, that if goods cuill
gotten be not reftored before, they mutk euen
then be reftored by Will , or by fome other
way. Itis the pra@ifz of couetous men to be-
queath their fonles when they die to God,and
heir'goods euill gotten to their children and
ftiends ; which inall equitie fhould be refto-
red to them to whom cthey belong. Queff.
How if a mans confcience-tell him that his
goods be euil gotten,& he knowes not where,
!or to whomto makereftitution 2 Asfiv, The
icafe is common, and the anfwer is this.
When:the partic is.knowne whom thou haft
‘wronged, reftore to him particularly ; if the
partic be voknown or dead;reftore to his exe-
cutors or afsignes,or to his next kinnejifthere
be none ; yet keepe not goods euill gotten to
thy felfe; but reftore to God,that is,in way of
recompence and ciuill fatisfaction , beftow
themonthe Chureh or common-wealch. The
third wule is, that heads of families muft prin-
cipally beitow their goods vpotheir own chil-
dren,and them that be of their owne kindred.
This man(fzith God to Abrabamof Eleazara
\(kranger, Gen.ns.q.) fhallnot be thine beire, bue
the fonne which {hallcome of thy loynes. And this
was Gods conmandement to the Hiaelites,
that when any man dies, his forne fhould bee
his heire, & i£he haue no fon, thenhis daugh -
ter ¢ and i he haue no daughter, thenhis bre-
thren : and if he haue no brethren, then, his fa-
thers brethren ; and if there benone , then the
next of his kinne whofocuer. And Pasl faich,
Ro%.8 17.0fye be fonnes,then alfo heires: And a-

‘ gain,t Tim.5.§ He that prouides not for bis own,
5 and. namely Jor them of bis boufhold, ss worfethen
jan infidel. Therefore icis a fault for any man'to
-alienate his goods or lands, wholly and finally

i/ae rzg_/J;;:é of dying well.

pheciesof theeftare of his children Andour A ifrom his blocd and polteritien It is a th_ing
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| which the very law of nature it fclfe hath con-
demned. Againe,itisa fault to give all to the

cldeft, and nothing inrefped tothereft; as
‘ though the eldeft were Lorne to bee gentle-
jmen, andyonger brethrenborne to beare the
wallet. Yet in equitic the eldeft muft haue
morethen any , euen becaufe he is the eldeft,
and becaufe ftockes and families in their per-
fonsaretorbe maintained; and becaufe there
muftalwaies be fome that muft be fit to doe
fpeciall féruice in the peace of the common-
weale , orinthetime of warre ; which conld
notbe , if goods fhould be equally parted to
all. The fourthand laftruleis, that no willis
of forcetill the teftator be dead, for folong as
he isaline hee may altarand change it. Thefe
rules muft be remembred,becaufe they are re-
corded in Scripture ; the opening of other
points and circumitances belongeth to the
profefsion of the law.

The fecond dutie of the mafter of the fami-
ly concerneth the foulesof fuch as bee vnder
his gouernment : and that isto giue charge to
them that they learne, beleeue and obey the
trae religion, that is, the do&rine of faluation
fet down inthe writings of the Prophets and
Apoftles. The Lord himfelfe commends A-
braham for this : I knew Abrabam, faith hee,
that he will commandhis fonnes , and bis boufhold
after him,thas they keepe the way of the Lordtody ]
righteoufne(fe and indgement. And Danridgiues
Salomen on his death-bed amoft norableand
folemne charge, the fumme and fubfance
wherof is,toknow the God of his fathers,and
toferue him : which being done , hce further
commends himto God by prayer , for which
purpofe the 72. Plalme was made. This pra-
¢tife of hisis to be followed of all. Thus go-
uernours, when they fhallcarefully difpofe of
their goods,and giue charge totheir pofterity
touching the worfhip of God,fhall greatly ho-
nour God, dying,as well as lining.

Hitherto I haue intreated of the two-fold
preparationwhichis to goe before deathigow
followes the fecond part of dying well,name-
ly,the difpofition in death. The difpofition is
nothing elfe but a religious and holy behaui-
our,fpecially towards God,when weare inor
neere the agonie or-pang of death. This be-
haviour containes threc fpeciall dutics. The
ficlt is,todie in or by faith. Todie by faith is,
whena man in thetime of death, doth with all
hisheart relic himfelfe wholly on Gods fpeci-
all loue and fanour and mercie in Chrift, as
itis reuealed in the word. And though there
be no part of mans life voide of iuft occafi-
ons whereby we may put faith in pradife, yet
the fpeciall time of all is the pang of death,
when friends, and riches, and pleafures, and
theoutward fenfes, and temporall life,and all

C

D

carthly helpes forfake vs. For then true faith
maketh vs to goe wholly cut of our fclues,
and to defpaire of comfort and faluation in
refpect of any earthly thing; and with all
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the power and ftrength of the heart to refton
the pure mercie of God. This made Luther
boththinke and fay, that men were beft Chri-
{tians indeath. Anexample of this faithwee
haue in Danid, who when he faw nothing be-
forehis eyes but prefent death, the people in-
tending to fone him comforted himfelfe at that

his God. And this comfort he reaped, in that by
faith he applied vnto his owne:foulethe mer-
cifull promifes of God:as he teftifieth of him=
{elfc : Remember (faithhe)the promsifemade so
thy fernant swhercin thou haft canfed meeto eruft
I 35 msy comfort in trowble : for thy provsif bach
quickenedme, Againe, My flefh failed and my
bears alfo,but God s the fbrength of my hearts and
sy pertion for ener, Now looke what' Dasid
here did, the faime muft enéry oneof vsdeein
thelikecafe. Whenthe Iftaelites inthe wil-
dernefle were ftung with fierie ferpents , and
lay atthe point of death,they looked vptothe
brafen fexpent which was ereced by the ap-
pointment of God,and were prefently healed:
cuen fo when any man feeles death to draw
neere, and his fietie fting to pierce the heart,
heemuft fixe the eye of atrue and lively faith
vpon Chrift, exalted and crucificd on the
croffe, which beingdone , hee fhall by death
enter into eternall life.

Now becanfe true faith isrio dead ching, it
maft be exprefled by fpeciall aions;the prin-
cipall whereof is Inuocation, whereby cither
prayer or thankefgiuing is directed vnto God.
When death had feized vpon the body of
Jagob, he raifed vp himfelfe , ‘and tuening his
face towards the beds head,leaned on the top
of his ftaffe by reafon of his fecblenefle, and
prayed vito God: which prayer of his wasan
excellent fruit of his faith. Jobs wife in the
midft of his affliGion faid vito him to very
good putpoft, Bleffe Godand dic. 1know and
grant that the words arc commonly tranflated
otherwife, Curfe Godand die : but (as Itakeit)
the former isthe beft. For it is notlike that in
fo excellent a family, any oneperfon, much
leffe amatron and principall goucrnour there-
of, wouldgiue fuch lewd and wretched coun-
el , which the moft wicked manvpon earth
haning nomore but the light of nature would
not once giue , but rather much abhorre and
condemnc. And though Zob call her afoolifh
woman,yet he doth it not, becaufe fhe went a-
bout to perfwade him toblafpherhe God; but
becaufe fhee was of the minde of Jobs friends
and * thought that he ftood too much ina con-
ceitof his owne righteonfucffe. Now the very
meaning of her counfellis this: Bleffé Godythat
is, husband, no doubt thouart by the extremi-
tic of thine atfiiction atdeaths doore:: there-
fotebegin now at length to lay afide the great
ouerweening which thou haftof thine owne
rightconfaefle, acknowledging the hand of
God vpon thee for thy finnes, confeffe them
vntohim, giue him the glory, pray for the
pardon of them , and end thy daies. This

very inftant (as the very text faich)in the Lord |
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counfell is very good andro bee followéd-of
all: thoughit may bee the applyingof it (4s

Here it may bealleadged, thatinthe pangs

ent vtterance,.and that therefore they are vn-
ableto pray. Anf. Thevery fighes, fobs,and
gronesof a repentant and belecuing heart are
prayers before God , cuen as effectuall as if|
they were vitered by the belt voice in the
world. Prayerftands in-the affection of the
hedrt', the voice is butanoutward meflenger
thereof. God lookes not vpon the fpeech,bur
vpon the heart, Danidfaith,God beares the de-
\fires of the paore, Againe, that hee willfislfill the
defires of them that feare bim ; yea their very
teares are lowd and founding prayers in his
eares. :

. Againe’, faith may otherwife be exprefled
by the Laft words ; which for the moft part in
them that have truly ferued God, are very ex-
cellent; and comfortable , "and full of grace :
fomechoice examples whereof I will rehearfe
for inftruétions fake,& for imitation. The laft
words of Facob were thefe; whereby asaPro-
phet he foretold blefsings & curfings vponhis
children : and the principall among the reft
werethefes The feepter (ball not depart from fu-
dab,andthe law-giuer fom betweene bis feet, till
Shilo come:and, 0 Lord ] haue wassedfor thy fal-
nation. The laft words of Mofeésare in his moft
excellent fong fet down. Deus. 32, And the laft
words of Danidwere thefe , The Spiritof the
Lordpakeby me, and his word was inmy tongue :
the God of {fracl (paketome, the firengthof [fra.-
el fasd, Beare rule ouer men, é¢. The words of
Zacharias the fon of Jehosda, when he was fto-
ned,were, T/ ‘he' Lord looke vponit, andrequire s,
Tix Lat wos of our Sautour Chrift when he
was dying$ s.on the croffe, were moft admi-
rable, 4nd (tored withabundance of fpirituall
grace. 1. Tohis Fatherhe faid , Father for-

gine them, they kpow norwhat they doe. 2. 1>
thethicfe , Perily, f fayvnto thee, this day fhalr

thou beewsth mee in Paradifé. 3. To his mo-

ther, Mother beboldthyforme: and to foln, Be-

baldthymother. 4. Audin hisagonie , Uy
God,my Godywhy haft thou forfakenme ? 5. And

earneitly defiring our faluation,7 thirft.6. Ard

whenhe had made perfec fatisfacrion, 7r s
finifhed. 4. And when body and foule were
patting , Father, intothy bands [ commendmy
[pirie. The latt words of Steuen were. 1. Be-
bold, 7 fee the heanen open, andshe Sonne of man
Janding at che right handof God, 2. Lord Tefos
receinemy (birit. 3. Lovd, lay not this finne to
their charge, Of Polycarpe , Thou art a true
Godwithost lying, therefore inall thiqg; Fpraife
thee and bleffe thee,andglorifie thee bythe etérnall
God, and bigh Pricft lefiss Chrift thine oncly be-

lowzd Sonne, by whom, and withwhom, to thee and
the holy Spirit , bee all glory now and for euer. of

fobwell perceived) is mixed with folty; " f

of death men want their fenfes and conuent- |
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breadfor Chrift who is the bread of life for me. Of
Ambrofe, 1haue not ledmy life among yox, asif|
1wereafhamedto line : neither doe I feare death,
becaufe we hane & good Lord. Of Auguftine, 1.
Heisnogreas manthas thinksit &s agreat matter,
thay trees and ftones fall, andmertall mon dic, 2.
Inft ars thow O Lovd , andrightcons inthy indge-
ment.Qf Bernard,s . An admonstion to bis brethré
thas they would gronnd the anchor of thesr faith
and hope in the [afe andfure port of Gods mercie:2.
Becanfe(faith he)as 1 fuppofe I cannot leane vnte
| you any choife example of relsgion,] dth
things to be smitated of you, which I reméber that
1 bane obferned in the race which I bauc runne as
mneh as poffibly I conld. 1. 1 gane leffe heede to
mineowne fenfe and veafon, then tothe fenfe and.
reafon of other men. 2. When Iwashurt, 1 fanght-
noreuenge an him that didthe burt. 3. 1 badsare
sogiue offence to noman,andsf it fell ont otherwife,
1 tooke 3¢ away as 1 could, Of Zwinglins,when in
the field hee was wounded vnder the chinne
with a fpearc: O what @ happe s this? goe to,they
may kill my bodie , but my foule they cannot, Of|
Occolampadins, 1. An exhertation tothe Mini-
| fers of the Cliurch to maintaine the puritie of do-
éErine, to fhew forthan example of honeft andgod..
dyconnerfation,tobe confbant and pasicnt vader she
sroffe. 3. Ofhimfelfe. Whereas I am chasgedto
beacorvupter of thetruth, I weigh it not now 1 am
 going to :ie tribunallof Chrift, andthat with good
confcsencebythe grace of God, andthere it (hall be
manifeft that 1 hanenot [educed the Church: Of
this my j&]ing and conteftation, I leane Jou a5 Wit -
neffes, and Lconfirme st vith this my laft breash,
3.Tohischildren,Loue Godthe Father:and tur-
ning himfelfe to hiskinsfolkes : 7 hane bannd
| you (faith he) with this conseftation : you (which
they here and 1 hane defired ) (hakl doe your endea.
wokr, that thefe my children may baodly , and
peaceabls,andtrue, 4. Tohisfriendtcomminy
vnto him, What fhallf fay vnsoyon ? Newes, 7
foalibe florelywith Chvift my Lord. 5. Being af-
ked whether the light did not trouble him,
touching his bre(t,there is light enongh,faith he.
6. He rehearfed the whole 51. Pfalme with
deepe fighes from the bottome of his breaft.
7-Alittle after:Saue me Lordefus.Of Luther,
My beauenly Father , God and Father of enr
Lord Jefus Chraft, and Godof all comsfors, f gine
thee thankes that thou haft reuealedvnto me thy
Sonne fefus Chrift, whons ] haue beleenced, whom
Fhaue profe(fed,whom the Biflop of Remse,and the
whole companie of the wickedper ecareth andyens.
leth: | prayshee my Lordfefus Chriff receine my
poore foule:msy heanenly Father, though f be taken
fromthis life , andthis body of nrine 1 to bee laid
downe , yet { know cereainely that § (hall remaine
withshee for ener, neither [hall anybe able to pul
meont ofthy band, OF Hooper , O Lord efus,
|fonne of Danid haue mercie on mee,andreceine my
\foule. OF Arnas Burgins,Forfake menot O Lord,
left [ forfake thee. "OF Melantthon, Jf it bee
the will of God, [ am willing to dic, and }
befeech him tha hee will graune mee a soyfull
departure. OF Caluin, 1. f held my tongue ,

A |becanfe thou Lord haft done it. 2. F mourned
bu st fufficeth mee becanfe it s thine hand, Of
Peter Martyr, That bis body was weake but bis
minde was well : that hee acknowledged no life
or fuluation , bur anely in Chrift who was Linen
of the Father tobe a Redeemer of mankinde : and
when hee had confirmed this by teftimonie
of Scripture, hee added : This smy faith in
which Fwilldie : andGod will deftrey thems thas
seachotberwife. This dome, hee fhooke hands
with all and faid, Farewell my brethren,é5: deare
\friends. It were cafie to quote more examples,
but thefe few may bee in ficad of many, and
the famme of all that godly men fpeake, is
this: Some inligl d with a prophetical
fpirit foretell things to come , asthe Patri-
arkes, facob and fofeph did : and there haue
bin fome which by name haue teftified who
fhould very fhortly come after them ; and
who fhould remaine aliuc, and what fhould
be their condition : fome haue fhewed a wen-
derfull memory of things paft, asoftheir for-
mnetlife, and of the benefitsof God ; and ro
doubt it was giuen themto Rirre vp holy affe-
@ionsand thankfgiuiog to God : fomeagaine
n’l%htly indgingof the change of their prefent
eftate for a better , doe reioyce exceedingly
that they muft bee tranflated from earth to
paradife : as Babylas Martyr of eAntioch
when his head wasto be chopped off, Returne
(faith he ) O my foulevnto thy reff, becaufe the
Lordbath bleffed thee:becanfe thow haft delinered|
sy fonle from death , mineeyes froms seares , and|
my feese from faling, 1 faad walke before thee Fe.
houb insbe landof the lining. And fome others
fpakeof the vanitie of this life, ofthe imagi.-
nation of the forrowes of death, of the begin-
ning of cternall life,of the comfort of the holy
Gioft which they feele,of their departure vn-
to Chrift,

Oueft. What muft we thinke if in the time
of death fach fpeeches be wanting : andin the
ftead thereof idle talkebe vied. A7 Wemuft
confider the kind of ficknes whercof men die,
whether it be more eafie or violent : for vio-
lent fickeneffe is vfually accompanied with
frenzies,and with vnfeemely motions and ge-
ftares,which we are to take ingood part euen
inthis regard , becaufe we our felues may bee
inthe like cafe.

Thus much of the firft dutie,which isto die
in faith : the fecond is to die in obedience : o~
therwife our death cannot bee acceptable to
God, becaufe we feeme tocome vato God of |
feare and conftraint as flaues to amafter, and
not of loneas children to afather.Nowto dic
in obedienceis, when a man is willing and
readie, and defirous to goe out of this world,
whenfoeuer God fhall call him,and thatwith-
out murmuring or repining , at what time,
where,and when it fhall pleafe God. Whether
we line or die,(aich Panl, we doe it not toonr felues
bus wnto God: and therefore mans dutie isto be

obedientto God in death as in life. Chriftis

asadone, 3. Lord thou grindeft mee to powder |

—_—

Gen, 45,
&502y,
2]

Plalué)
7%

Rom 14

our




T he right way of dying well.

si

out examplesin this cafe , who.in kis agenic
rayed | Fatherlet this cup g:[zfmn mesyerwith
2 fubmifsion, ot mywill bt thy wiboe dong:tea-
ching vsin the very pangs of death to refigne
our felues tothe good pleafare of God. Whea
the. Prophet tolde king Ezechiah of death.,
‘prefently without all manner of grudging he
!addreffed himfelfe to prayer. - Weeare com=
];maunded to prefent our felues vato God as
free-will offerings, without anylimitation off
itime, and therefore as well indeath as inlife.
1 conclude then, that we are to toake asmuch
confcience in performing obedienceta.Gody
in foffering death, aswe doof any thing in the
courfe of our liness " ;

to the hands of God,as the moft faithfull kecs
perofall. This isthe laft dutie of a Chrifti-
an, and itis prefcribed vato vs inthe exame.
pleof Chrift vponthe croffe, whointhevery
pangs of death wheo the diffolution of body
and foule drew on,faid, Luk:23.46 Fatherinto
thy hands Icommendmy [pirit, & {o gave ypthe.
ghoit. The like was done by Stepher , who
when hee was ftoned to death,faid,4ét.7.59.
Bord Jefus receine my fpirit. And Dauidin his
time beeing in danger of death, vied the very
fame words that Chrilt vetered, P/al.31.5.
Thus wee fee what be the duties whichwe
ate to performe inthe very pangs of death
that we may come to eternall life- Some men

obedience , and to furrender our foules into
Godshands, wewill not greatly care for any
preparation before-hand , nor trouble our
felues much about the right manner of dying
well s for wedoubtnot, but thatwhen death
fhall come, wee fhallbe able to performe all
the former duties witheafe. 47/, Letnoman
deceiue himfelfe by any falfe perfwafion,thin-
king with himfelf that the practife of the fore-
faid dutics is a matter of eafc; for ordinarily
they are not, neicher can they bee performed
indeath, valefle there be much preparationin
the life before. Hee that will die in faich,muft
fieft of all line by faith;and there is but one ex-
ample inall the Bivle of a man dying infaith,
that lined without faithsnamely the theife vp-
on the croffe. The feruants of God that are en-
dued with great meafure of grace doe very
hardly beleeue in the time of affliction. In-
deed when fob was affliGted he faid, rhoughthe
Lordkillmz,yer will 1sruft inhim;yetafterward,
his faithbeing ouer-caft wicha cloud,he faich,
that God was become his enersy,and that he had
fet him as & mearke to fhoote ar and findrie times
his faith was oppreffed with donbting and di-
ftruft. How then (hal they that neuer lived by
faith,nor inured themfelues to belecue, beea-
ble inthe pang of death to reft from the mercy
ofGod? Againe, he that would dieinobedi-
ence,muft fir{t of all lead hislife in obedience?
he that hath liued in difobedience cannot wil-
lingly and in obedience appeate before the
iudge when heiscited by death the fergeant of

Thethirdduty isto render vpour foulesin-. B

will haply fay, if this beall to dic in faith and (C

D

A

:|ly, hee that would furrender his foule into the

the Lotd; hediesindeede, but this is vpon ne-
cefsitie,becaufe he-muft yield to the orderand
courfe of nature,as pther ceatures doe. Third-

hands of God,muft be refolued of two things:
the one ig;that God cansthe other is,that God
will receiue his foyle into-heaven, and there
preferue it.till the laft indgement. And none
canbe refolued of this,except he haue the fpi-
rit of God.to certifie his confcience that heis
redeemed, inftified, fan@ificd by Chrift, and
fhallbe glorified. He that is not thus perfwa-
ded, darenot render vprand prefent his foule
vnto God: When Danidfaid,Pfel.31.5. Lord|
intothy hangs-§ commendngy [pirs \what was the
reafon of this boldnes in him? furely nothing
elfe but the perfwafionof- faith, asthe; next
words import:for thon baft redeemedme,O Lord
Godaftrmh, - And thus it is manifeft thatno
man ordinarily can performe thefe duties dy-
ing,thathathnot performed them lining.
Thisbeing {0,1 do againerenew my former.
exhortation, befeeching you that yee wounld
pradtife the duties of preparation inthecourfe
of your liues , leading them-daily-in faich and
obedience , and from time to time commen-
dingyour foules into the hand of God,and ca-
fting al your works vpon his prouidence.They
which hawe donethis, -haue made moft happy
and blefled endes. Enoch by faith walked with
God,as pncthat was alwaiesin his prefécelea-
dingan vpright & godly life, #nd the Lordraoke
bim away that he fhouldnot fee death, And this
whichbefell Enochyfhal after a fort befall them
alfothatliue in faith and obedience: becaufe
death fhall be no death, but afleep vnto them,
and no enemie, but a friend to bodic & foule.
On the contrarie,let vs confider the wretched
and miferable endes of them that hath fpent
their daies in their finnes without keeping
faith and good confcience. The people of the
old world were drowned in the flood: the fil-
thie Sodomites and Gomorrheans were de-
ftroyed with fire f:om heauen: Dathan and
Abiram with the companie of Core were fival-
lowed vp of the earth: Core himfelfe (asit
feemes? by the text) beeing burnt with fire s
wicked Saul, and eAchitophel , and ludas de-
ftroy themfelues: Herodis caten vp of wormes,
& gaue vp the gholt: Zulianthe Apoftata finit-
ten with a dart in the field,dyed cafting vp his
blood into the aire,and blafpheming the rame
of Chrilt, Arrius the hereticke died vpon the
ftoole, fcouring forth his very entralles. And
thisvery age affoards ftoreof like examples.
Hoffmeifter a great Papilt, as he was going to
the Councill of Ratisbone to difpute againft
the defenders of the Gofpel , was fuddenly in
his fourney preuented by the hand of God,and
miferably died with horrible roaring,and cry-
ing out. Ir: the V niuerfitic of Louaine, Guar-
lacns alearneft Papilt falling ficke, whenhee
perceiued no way with him but death, hee fell
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E heehad lived 5 and thathe was notableto a-1A |

‘ bide theindgement of God;and focalting out |
| words of miferable defperation faid, - bis fins
were greater then they could be pardoned, &
in that defperation ended his dayes.  Jacobus |
Latomus of the fame 'V niverfitie 6f Lonaine;’
after he had beeneat Bruxels , ard therethin- |
kingto doe a great aétagain{t Luther and his |
i fellowes, made anoration before the Empe- |
i rour fo foolifhly and ridiculoufly that heesvas |
Luughed to fcorne almoft of the whole court:
thenreturing from thence to Louaine againe, °
in his poblike lecturé Fee fell into open mad- |
neffe, vttering fochwords of defperation and

| blafphemous impietic, that othér-Dinines|
| which'were prefent, were faine to‘carrie him
away ashecwas rauing , and to fhut him into |
" laclolé chamber. From that time to his very !
laft breath, he had'nener anything elfe in his
mouth;but that hee was damned and reieéted
of God,and that there was no hope of falnati-
on forhim, becaufe that wittingly and againft
his knowledge hee withftood the’ manifeft
truth of Gods word. Crefcentins the Popes
Legate & vicegerent inthe Council of Trent,
was fittingall the day-long vatill darke night
inwriting of letzers tothe Pope: after his la-
bour when, night was.come , thinkingtore-
frefhhimfelfe, heebegantorife, and at hisri-
{ing, beholdc there agpcarcd tohim a mightie
biack dog ot an huge bignes’; his cies flaming
with fire, and his eares hanging downe well
neere to the gtound , which began to enter in
and ftraight to come towards him , and foto
conch vader the boord. The Cardinall not a
litle amazed at the fight thereof, fomewhat re-
couering himfelfe called to his fernants which
were in the outward chamber next by, to
bring acandleand to %eke for the dog. But
when the dogge could not bee found there,
norinany other chamber about,the Cardinall
thereupon ftricken with a fuddaine conceit of
minde, immediately fellinto fucha fickeneffe
whereof his Phyfitians which hee had about
him couldnot with ail their induftrie and cun-
ning cure him;and thercupon heedied. Stenen
Gardiner, when a certaine Bifhop came vito
him , and put him in minde of Peter denying
his mafter,anfwered again,that he had denied
with Peter,but nener repented with Perer and
{o(to vle M. Foxes words) ftinckingly and vn-
repentantly died. More examples mighe be
added,bat thefe fhall fuffice.

Againe,that we may be further induced to
the pradtife of thefe duties,let vs call tominde
the vacertainty of out daies; though we now
line, yetwho can fay that hee fhall be aliue the
next day, or the next houre? Nomanhatha
leafe of his life. Now marke,as deathleauesa
man,{o fhail the Jaft indgemeat findchim: and
therefore it death take him away vnprepared,
eternalldamnacion followes without recoue-

rie. Ifatheife bee brought from prifon either
to thebarre to be arraigned before the judge,
or to the place of execution, hee willbewaile

his mifdefmeandur paft; and promife all re-
formationiof life; fobeeit, hee might bee de-
Hlinered, thotigh hee beé the moft arranttheife
that euer was.Inthis cafe weareas fellonsor
theeues : for weeareenery day goingto the
barreof Gods iudgément', therc is no ftayor
ftanding inthe way, euenasthe fhippe in the
fea contirucs. on his courfe day.and night
whether the marrinersbe fleeping or waking:
therefore let veail prepare curfelties, anda-
miend our lies'betime, that indeath we may
makeablefledende. Miniftersof the Gofpel
1doe daily call for the performance of thisdu-
tie: but where almoft fhall wee finde the pra-
' @ife and obedience of it in mens lives and
conuetfation? Alas,alas,to lend our eares for
the fpace of an houre to heare the will of God
iscommer: butto giue heartand hand to doe

B

hand: wee are all meft gricuous finners, and
eucry finncr in the tearmes of Scripture isa
foole, and a principall partof this tolly is to
care fortac things of thisworld, and to neg-
le@ the kingdome of heauen , te prouide for
the body , and net for the foule , to caft and
fore-calt how we may live in wealth and he-
nour and eafe,and not to vie the leaft fore-caft
-|to die well. Thistolly our Saviour Chrift no-
tedin the rich man that was carefull toinlarge
Lis barnes, but had nocare at all for his ende,
orfor the falnation of Fis fonle. Such an one
was Achitophel wk.c(as the Scripture tearmes
him,2.84m.17.23.)Was asthe very oracleof God
for counfzll, being a man of great wifedome and
forecalu in the matters of the common wealth,
and in his owne prinate worldly affaires: and
yet for all this hee had not fo much as com-
mon fenfe and reafon to confider how hee
might die th e death of the righteous, & come
to lite euerlafting. And this folly the holy
Gheft hath noted in him. For the text faith,
2.84m.17.23. When hee faw that his counfell
was defpifed, hee fadled bis affé , and rofé and|
went home into bis estic, andput bis boufholde in
order , andwent and hanged kimfelfe. And the
five foclifh virgins contented themfclues with
the blafing lampes of bare profefsion, neuer
feeking ferthe horne of lafting oyle of true
and liuely faith, that it might furnith anderim
thelampe bothin lifeand death. But let vs in
thefeareof Ged, caft off this damnable fol-
lie, firft of all feckingthe kingdome of God
and his righteonfnefic , and leading our lives
1;;1_ faxith and obedicnce,that wemay dic accer-
ingly.

And thus much of the firft point of do-
&rine , namely that there is a certaine way
whereby a man may die well: now I come
to the fecond. Whereas therefore Salomon
faith. Eeclefiaft.7.3.that the day of death is better
thenthe dayof birth , weeare further taught,
that fuch as truely belecue themfelues fo bee
the children of God, are not to feare death
ouer-much. I fay ouer-much; becaufe they
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the fame , is rare. Andthe reafonhercofisat| *

muft partly feare it, and partly not. Feare

it
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The right way of dying well.

deathisthe deftruion of humane natureina
mans owne felfe and others : and in this re-
{pe@ Chrift feared it without finne : and wee
mult not feare it otherwife then we feare fick-
neffe,and pouerty, and famine with other for-
rowes of body and mind, whichGod will not
haue vs to defpife or lightly-regatd, but to
feele with fome paine, becaufethey are corre-
&ions and punithments for finne. And hee
doth therefore lay vpon vs paines and tor-
ments,that they may be feared and efchewed:
and that by efchewing them.we might further
Icatne toefchew the caufe of them , which is.
finne: and by experience in feeling of paine,
acknowledge that. God isa indgeand enemy.
of finne, ang isexceeding angry withit. The.
fecond caufe of the feare of death, is the lofle
of'the Church or Common-wealth, when we
or others are depriued of them which were
indeede or might haue bin an helpe, {tay, and
comfort to either of them, and whofe death
hath procured fome publike or prinate loffe.

Againe,we are not tofeare death, butto be
gladofit, and that for many caufes. Fitlt of
all, in it we haue occafion to thew our fubie-
&ion & obedience which we owe vato God,
whenhe cals vs out of this world , as Chrift
faid, Father,noe my will bus thywillbe done. Se.-
condly, all finne isabolifhed by death, and we.
then ceaft to offend God any more as wee
haue done. Thirdly,the dead bodie is brought
insoa better condition then euct it was inthis
life,for by death it is made infentible, and by
that means itis freed from all the miferies and
calamities of thislife ; and it ceafeth to be ei-
theranativeor pafsiue inftrument of fiane,
whereas in the lifetime it is both. Fourchly, it
giuesthe foule paffage toreft, life, & celeftiall
gloricin which we fhall fee Godashe is, pet-
fectly know him,and praife his name for euer,
keeping without intermifSion an eternall fab-
bath;therefore Pas! faith, I defire to be diffol-
uedand to with Crift, for that is beft of all.
Fifchly , God exccutes his iudgements vpon
the wicked, & purgeth his Church by death.
Now in all thefe refpets godly men haue

it they muft for two caufes : the firft, becaufe \A
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in their owne death,and the death of otliets.
Thirdly,if the day of death be o excellent,
| yeaa day of happines, thewmit is lawfull to de-
fire death , and men doe not alwaies finne in
withing for death.Paut faith;Phi 1.23.1 defive
tobe diffslned:and againe, Rom.7.24- O msfera-
ble manthar 1 am | 'who [lisll delsner me fom this
bodyof dearh ? Y et this defire mufk not be fim-
ple, buc reftrained with certaise refpedis:
‘which are thefe : Firft, death muft be defired
fofarre forthas itis a meanes to free vs from
the corruptien of our nature. Secondly,as itis
 ameapes to bring vs totheimmediate fellow-
fhip of. Chrift and God himfelfe in heauen.

B | Thirdly, death may be. lawfully defired inre-

fped of thetroubles and miferies of this Life,
two caueats being obferucd; the firft,that this
defire moft not beimmoderate s the fecondsit
| maft be ioyned with, fubmifsion and fubie@i-
on tothe good pleafureof God. If either of
thefe be wanting,the defire is faalty and theg-
fore lob, and leremie , agdJonmfailedherein
becanfc they defired death being carried a-
way withimpatience. o

On the contrary alfo a.man may defire a
continpance of life. Ezgchias prayed and defi-

fent death, that he mighe doe feruiceto Gods
And Pax! defired toliue inregard of the Phis
lippians, that heemight further their faith,
though in regard of himfelfe to die was ad-
uantage to him. . .

Laftly,if death ioyned with reformation of
lifebe foblefled, thenthedeath of the vnbes
leeuing and varepentant finner is euery way |
curfed and mofk horrible. Reafons are thefe:
Fitlt, itis the deftru@ion of nature , andthe.

fort of the fpirit to be found, no mitigationof
paine, and po goodthing that may counter~
uaile the miferies thereof. Thirdly,thar which
is the moft fearefull thingofall, bodily death
isthe beginning of eternall death,defperation,
and infernall torment ; without hope of deli-
uerance. Therefore as I beganfoX'end, haue
care to line well, and die well,
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caufe not to feare and forrow , but to reioyce

red o line ; when he heardthe meffage of pre- |

wages of fin. Secondly, init there isno.com- |

1(3‘38-
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He laft combat with the
- diuell in the pang of
A
) [ dangerous of al.For then
&4, 7 he willnot vrge men to
4 defperatio,knowing that
by this meanes hee thall
) Rirre them vp to refift;
but hee labours with them that they would
not refithim when he affaults them, and by
this meanes hee indeauours to extinguith
hepe. And this is notdone inany other temp-
tationin which faith-or hope alone are im-
pugned,whereas inthis they are both impug-
nedtogether. This muft be thought vpon, for
whenthie diuels temptations is, notto refift
histemptation;icis moftdeceitfull of all: and
itis morccafieto ouercome the enemic that
compels vsto fight, then him that diffwades
vs from it.

Lisdeos| Thetemptationof M. John Knexe , in the
i"iz" . |time of his death is worththe marking.He lay
oxiy

on hisdeath-bed filent for the fpace of foure
houres,veryoften giuing greak fighes,fobbes,
and groanes,foas the ftanders by well percei-
ued that he wastroubled withfome grieuous
temptation,and whenatlength hewas raifed
inhisbed, they asked him how hee did , to
whom he anfwered thus : that inhis life time
he had indured many combates and conflis
with Satan, butthat nowmoft mightily the

death,is oftentimes mott |

A

B

An addition of things that cameto
my minde afterward.

 roaring lyonhad aflaulted him:often (faid he

i beforehe fetmy finnes before mine eyes; of-
! ten he vrged mee to defperation , often hela-
| boured to intangle me with the delights of
the world; but being vanquifhed by the fiword
ofthe Spirit, which is the word of God, hee
could not preuaile. But now hee affaults me
another way: for the wily ferpent would per-
fwade mee that I fhall merit eternall life for
my fidelity in my minifterie. But blefled bee
God which brought to my minde fuch Scrip-
tures whereby I might quench the fierie darts
of thediuell, which were, What haft thou ehat
thon haft not recesued? and, By thegrace of God,1
am that 1 am: and, Not 1but the grace of Godin
mesand taws being vanquifhed he departed.

‘Whea thou art tempted of Satan and feeft
no way to efcape, euen plainely clofe vp thine
eyes:and anfwer nothing 3 but commend thy
caufe to God. This is a principall point of
Chriftian wifedome which we muft follow in
the houre of death.

Ifthy flefh tremble and feare roenter into
another life, and doubt of faluation: ifthou
yeeld to thefe things, thou hurteft thy flfe:
therefore clofe thine eyesas before, and fay
with S. Stephen, Lord Iefus sme thy hands 1com-
mendmy [pivit; and then dertainely Chrift will
come vatothee with all hisangels, and be the
guider of thy way, Lutker,

4
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