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TO THE RIGHT HONOVRABLE
SIR WILLIAM PIRTAM KNIGHT, LORD

CHIEFE BARON OF HER MAIESTIES
Exchequer , Grace and Peace. :

Ight Eonourable; it catinet be unk #0 youy felfé, or toany min of a daies experi.
ence, that it s thought afmall matter tocommat a finne, or, lyein fins againft a mans
owne confCicnce. Formany when they aretolde of their dutie in this point, replyand

| /oy, What,tell youme ot Confcience? Confcience was hanged long agoe,

But unle(fl they take bester heede, and preuent the danger by rep hangedcon.

. Jeience will rensne andbecome both gebbes and bhangman tothem, either in this life, or
thelifetocome. For Confiience s appointed of God to declare and, pHt sn execntion

bis infb indgement againft inmers : andas Godcannot poffibly be onercome of man,fo neither can the udge.

ment of Confesence being the incgement of God, bewhokly extinguifbed. Indeede Satan for bis part goes
about by all hecany tob heconfcience : but all 15 nothing. For as the ficke man, when hee

(feemes to fleepe and take hia refbyis snwardly fiull of srombles: fo the b dand droufie confeience wanss

ot his fecret pangs and serreurs, andwhen is (hall be roufedby te indg of God, it bernell and

| fierce like awildebeaft, Againe,when a manfinnes againft bisconfeience,as mwch as in him lyeth,be plun.-
geth bhimfelfe ntothe gulfe of defperation:for ewery wound of the confeience, thmfb the fmart of it be lissle

\fele, s adeadly wound : and he shat goes on to finne againft his confGience, frabbes and wounds is ofrenin

she famse place : and all remewed wonnds ( aswe know )are hardly ornener oured, Thirdly,he that lyethin

fimses againft bis confoience, cannot eall-upon the nameof God: for a guslsic confeience meakes a man flic
from God. And Chrift faith, God heareth not finoers, wnderffandsng by finmers fuch a goe on in thejs
owneswaies dgainft confesence : andwhat canbe mare dolefuBl then tobe barred of the snuocation of Gods
name ? Lafﬁy, fuch perfons afier she laft indgement, fball hane not anely their bodies insorment, busthe
worme in thesr fonle and confcsence (hall neuer die : andwhas will it prefic a man to gaine the whale world

by doing things agasnft his owne confeience, andlofe his owne fonle 2

Now, that men on this manner carele(Je sonching confCience, may fee their folly and the great danger

thereof, andcometo amendment 1 baue penned this fmall Treatife:and according tothe ancient and landa-

ble cuftome,as alfoaccording to msy long intended purpofe,l now dedicate andprefent the fame to your Lord-
fhip. The reafons which haue emboldencd me ro this enterprsfe (all ?—r:/p:&: excluded ) are thefé: Ge.

Herall doStrinein points of relsgiar is darke and obfeure andvery hardly bpm&:ﬁd wathent the light of par-

ticular examples : and therefore the dotkrine of confeience, by due rif # pertasnes to a man of confeienge ;

\fuch anane as yowr Lordfhip is, who (others of like place net excepeed ) hane obtained this mercie at Gods

handse keepe faith and good confeiense, ~Agasne, unﬁderi% that ixftice and confeience bane alwaies bin

\friends : 1 aminduced tothinke that your Lordfhipbeing publikely fer apart forthe execution and main-

venance of ciuil iuftsce, will approone and accept & Treatife proponnding rules andprecepts of confcsence,

Thus therefore crauing pardon for my boldneffe, and hoping of yanr Lordlips good acceptance,l commend

you to Godyandtothe wordsf bis grace.  x 596+ Iune 14 . ’

Your Lordthipsto command,

WiLLiam Perkins.
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the vnderftandingin all
reafonable creatares , |
determining of their
), particular a&ions i«
ther with them or a-
gainftthem. -

DG E Ifay Confcienceisa
part of the vnder{tanding, and I fhew it thus ¢
God inframin} of the foule, placed in it two
| principal faculties,/nderffanding and Wik V n-
{derftanding is thar facultie inthe foule,wher-
! by we vfe reafon: and it is the more principall
| part feruing to rule and order the whole man:
and therefore it is placed inthe fouleto be as
the waggoner in the waggon. The will is ano-
ther facultie whereby we doe will or nillany
thing, that is, choofe or refufe it With the
wil is ioyned fandry affcctions,asioy,forrow,
loue,hatred,&c. wherety wee imbrace or ef-
chew that whichis good ox euill. Now,con-
feience is not placed in the aifectionsnor will,
but in the vnderftanding : becaufethe a&ions
thereof ftand in the vfe of reafon. Vnderftan-
ding againe hath two parts. The firft is that
{which ftands inthe view and contemplation
of ¢ruth and falfkond:and goes no further. The
fecond is that which ftands in the view and
confideration of euery particular a&ion , to
fearchwhether it be gsortor badde. The firltis

vnderftanding, And vnderthe latter is confci-
encetobee comprehended : becaufe his pro-
pretic is to indge of the goodnefft or badneffe
of thingsor aétions done.

Againe, Ifay that Confcienceisa 2part of
theminde or vaderftanding, to fhew that con-
{cience isnot a bare knowledge or iudgement
of the vnderftanding (as(b) mencommonly
wrire)but a natarall power,taculty,or created
qualitie, from whence knowledge and fudge-
mentproceede as effeés. Thisthe Scriptures
confirme, inthatthey afcribe fundrie workes
& actionsto confCience,as accufing, excufing,

not thence proceede , if confcience were no
tnore but an acion or alte of the minde. In-
deede I grant, it may be taken for a kinde of
a@tuall knowledge in themindeof man: but

ceedeof a power inthe foule , -the propertic
whereofis totake the principles and conclufi-
lons of the minde and apply them , and by ap-
plying citherto accnfe or excufe. Thisisthe
ground of ull, and this I take tobe coafcience.
Ifitbe obiected that contcience cannot bea
natarall power, becaufe it may be loft : Ian-

® Onfcience is a part of (A

calledthe Theoricall, the fecond the prasticall |

wer,if confcicnqe be loft,it is onely inrefpect
of the vfe thereofas reafon is loft in the drun-

A» Treatife of Cohfcience.

CHAP. I
What Confcience is.

ken man,and not otherwife. -

Tadde,thatthe proper fubie s of conftience
are reafomble creatures,that is, men and An-
gels.Hereby confCience is excluded, firftof all
frombruit beafts: for thoughthey haue life &
fenfe, and inmany things fome thadowes of
reafon,yet becaufe they want true reafon,they
want confCience alfo.Secondly, from Godthe
creator,who beeing righteonfnesic felfe, nee-
dethnotconfCience, to order andgouerne his
actions.And whereas Peter faith, 1.Pet.2.19.
that men muflt endure gricfe wrongfully for
confcience of God; his meaning is not to fhew
that God hath confcience,but that men areto
fuffer many wrongs, becaufe theit confeience
bindeth them, in {0 doing te obey Gods will,
which confcience direly refpeceth,

eveatures, that none might imagine that fome
menby nature haue confcience inthem, fome
noneatall. Forasmany menas there are, fo
many confCiences there be:and cuery particy-
far man hath his owne particular confcience,

The proper end of confcicnce is, todeter.

is diftinguifhed from all other gifts of the
minde,as intelligence, opinion, feience.faith,pru.
demce. Intelligence,fimply conceiuesa thing to
be or not to bezopmios, indgeth a thing to bee
Erobable or contingent : féiencé , iudgeth to

e certenand fore:f4sthyis a petfafion,wher-
by we belecue things that are not: pradence,
difcerneth what is meete tobedone , whatto
beleft vadane,:but conCience goes furtheryet
thenall thefe : for it determines or giues fen-
tence ofthings done, by faying vatovs, This
was done , this wasnot done , this may bee
done, this may not be done; this was well
dene,this was ilidone.: - .

The things that confcience determines of,
arcamans owae actions: his owne acions,
I fay. To be certen what another man hath
faid or done, it is commonly called know-

<

felfe hath done or faid, that is confcience.

D Again,confcience meddlesnot with generals,

onely it deales in particular a@ions, and thas
notin fome few ,butinall.

The manner of confciences determination,
is to fet downe his iudgement either with the
creature, oragainftit : Iadde thisclanfe,be-
cauf¢ confcience is of adinine nature,and isa
thing placed of Godinthe middeft betweene
himand man, as anarbitratour to giue fen-
tence, ang to pronounce either with man or
againft man vato God. For otherwhiles, it
confents and fpeakes with God againft the
manin whom it is placed: otherwhiles againe
it confents withhim, and fpeakesfor him be-

And I fay that confcience is in a# reafanable |

mine of thingsdone. And by this confcience |

ledge: butfor amanto becertenwhat he him- .
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fore the Lord. And hence comes one reafon
of thename of confCience. Scire,toknow isof
one man alone by himfeife: and confeire is,

thingseither of them knowing it togither with
| theother. Therefore the name owitwne, or Con-
\feientia, Confcience , is that thing that com<
bines two together ,and makes them partners
in the knowledge-of onc and the fame fecret.
Now man and man, or manand Angel caanot
be combined ; becanfe they cannet know the
fecret .of any man valefle it beertucaled to
thein, it remaines thereforethat this combi-
natibn is onely bétweene manand God. God
knowe's perfely al the doings of man,though
they be neuerfo hid and concealed : and man
by a gift ginen him of God, knowestogether
withi God,.the fanic things of himfelfe : and
thisgift is named Confcience.

CHAP.IL
Of the dities of Confisence,

He properalions or duties of confcience

. & _are two-fold:togiue teftimony,or to giue
indgement, Remag.15. :
-+ Confcience giues teftimonie: by determi-
ningthat a thing was dene,or ibwasnot done,
Rom.2.x5. Their confcience alfo bearing witneffe,
2Cor.1.12. Our veisycing is the veftimony of anr
confcience, that in, &be. X

Here we muft confider three chings: L. of
what things confcicncebeares witnefle. I 1. in
whatmanner, I1I. how long. *"

our theughts,of otir affetions,of our eutward
a&ons.: B JO
- That it beares witnes of eur fecret thoughts,
it appearcs by the folemne proteftation which
at fometime men vie; Inmyconfeierice Inemer
thonghe 7t : whereby they figniiie that they
thinke fome thingor they think it not,and chat
their confciences can tell what they thinke.
Neither muft this feeme ftrange. For there be
two a&ions of the vnderftanding, the one is
fimply , which bately conceineth or thinketh
this orthatsthe otheris a refleéing or doubting
of the former , wherebya man conceiues or
thinks with himfelfe what hethinks. And this
aion properly pertainesto the confCience.
The mind thinkes a thought, now confcience
goes beyond the mind, and knowes what the
mird thinkes, foasif2 manwould goe about
to hide his finfull thoughts from God,his con-
{cience as it were another perfon within him,
{halldifconer all. By meanes of this fecond a-
&ion, conftience may beare witnefle euen of
thoughts,& from hence alfo it feemes to bor-
row hisname,becaufe confcience is a fience or
knowledge ioyned with another knowledge:
for by it I conceine and know whag I know.
Apgaine, confcience beares witnes what the
wils, and affe@ions of men be in cuery mat-
ter, Rom.g.1, 1fay thetruthin Chrift, 1lic mor ,

when two at the leaft know fome one fecret |-

C

. For the firft, cobfticnce beares witnefle of |

D

‘A( that I banegreat heanines andconinmall forrow in ;

my beart:fot Feonldwifh my felfe 1ebee fiparaze

from Chsft for my brethren.
"\ Laftly, it witneffeth what be mens a&ions,
Ecclef.7.24.Oftentimes alfo thine heart knoweth,
(that is,confcience witnefleth) ¢has thos like.
| wifehaft crrfedothers.
- The manner thav confcience vieth in giving
teftimonie;tads in 2.things. Firft:it ebfenies
& takes notice of al thingsthar wedo: fe€ond-
ly , it dothinwardly and fecretly with the
heart,tetlws of themall. Inthis refpeétit may
fitly be compared to a Notaric, or aRegifter
that hathv alwaies the peatiein his hand ; to
noteand recotd whatfoeuer is faid or done :
who alfo becaufe he keepes thérolles and re-
cords of the court, cantell what hath-bin faid
or done maay hundred yeares paft.

Touchingthe third point;How long confti-
encebeareswitnes :- itdoth continually; not
for a mimite, ora day, oramoneth, or yéare,
but for euer;when amandics,confciencedieth
not:whenthebody is rottenin the grauescon-
{cience liveth & is fafe and found: & whenwe
fhallrife againe conf¢ience fhall come withvs
to the barre of Godsiudgement, cithertoac-
curfe or excuft vsbefore God, Rem. 2.15,16.
Their conféience bearing witneffe at the daywhen
God fhallsudp she fesrers of men by fefus Chrifts

By this firft dutie of confcience, weearc to
learnethreethings. The firft, that thereisa
God: and weemay beled tothe fight of this
cuen by comonreafon. Forconfcience beares
witnes;of what?Ofthy particular deings. But
againft whom or with whom doth it gine te-
ftimony? thoumaieft feele inthy heart that it
__|doth it either with thee or again{t thee. And
towhom isita witnes? tomenor Angels?that
cannotbe, forthey cannotheare the voice of |
confcience they cannot receiue confciences
teftimony , naythey cannot fee what isin the
heart of man.Itremaines therefore that there
is a fpirituall fabitance, moft wife, moft holy,
moft mighty, that fees all things, to whom
confcience bearesrecord, 8¢ thatis God him-
{elfe. Let Atheifts barke againt thisas longas
they will ; they haue that in them that will
conuince them of the truth of the Godhead,
willthey nill they, cither in lifcor death.

Secondly we learne that God doth watch
ouer alimen by a fpeciall pronidence. The ma-
fter of aprifon is knowne by this to haue care
-ouer his prifoners , if hec fend keepers with
themto watch them aud to bring them home
againe intime conuenient : and fo Gods care
to man is manifeft inthis, that when he crea-|
ted man and placed him in the world, he gave
him confCience to bee his keeper, to follow
him alwaics athis heeles, and to dogge him
(aswefay)and to pricinto hisacions, and to
beare witneflz of them all.

Thirdly,hence we may obferue Gods good-
nes & loueto man. Ifhe do any thing amiflc, |
hefetshis confrience firftot all to tell himof

B

lm} Confeicnce bearing mewitnes by the holy Ghoft, |

e

l .

it fecretlyifthé he amend, God forgiues itA:‘i:

hot
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not , thenafterward confcience muft opealy
accufe him for itat the baree of Gods indge-
ment before all the Saints & Angelsinheauen.

The fecond worke of confcience is to giue
iudgementof thing done.

To giue indgement is to determine ; that a
thingis wel done or illdone. Herein confci-
ence s like to a iudge that holdeth an afsife,&
takes notice of inditements , and caufeth the

his hand at the barre of hisiudgement. Nayit
is(as it were)alitle God fettingia the middle
of mens hearts, arraigning them inthis life as
they fhal be arraigned for their offences atthe
Tribunal feat of the enerlining God in the day
of iudgement. Wherefore the temporaric
indgement that is giaen by the confcienceis
nothingels but abeginning , orafore-runner
of the laft indgement.
Hence we are admionifhed to take {peciall
heed thatnothingpaft lie heauie vpon vs, an
that we charge not our confcience in the time
to come with any mattet. For if our cofcience
accufe vs, God will much more condemne
vs,faith S. Jobn.1.feh.3. 20.becaufe hee feeth
all our a&ions moft clearely, and indgeth
them more feuerely then confGience can. It
fhall bee good therefore for all men to labour
that they may fay with Pawb.1, Cor.q. 4.1 kntow
nashing by my felfe, that they may ftand before
God withoutblame for ener.

Here we mult confider two things: firft;the

moft notorious malefa@orthatis, tohold vp | .

A

B

C

«| thec

ence: becaufe heoncecreated it, and he alone
gouernesit:and none but heknowes it: there~
fore his word & lawes ‘only binde conf¢ience
{ properly.II. He which hath power to faue or
| deftroy the foule for the keeping and brea-

king ot hislawes,hath abfolute power o bind
{the foule and confcicnce by the fame lawes:
but the firftis true of God alone, Zames 4.12.
Thereis one Law-giner which is able to fanecs- de-
ftray. Efa.32.22. The Lord isour iudge the Lord
4 okr lawginer the Lord is our king ,and he wil fane
vs. Therefore the word of God alone by an
abfolute and foueraigne power binds confci-
ence. Becaufe this point is cleare of it felfe,
further proofe is needlefle. .

Hence we are taught fandrie points of in-
ftruction. I. Such asare ignorant among vs
muftlabour to get knowledge of Gods word,
becaufeit binds confcience. Neither will the
plea of ignorance ferue for excufe : becanfe,
whether we know Godslawes or know them
not,they flill binde vs. And we are bound not
only to do them but whé we know them not,
weare further bound not to bee ignorant of
them,bu to feeke to know them. If wehad no
more finnes, out ignorance were fufficient to
condemne vs.I11. Gods word isto be obeyed,
though wee thould offend all men, yealofeall
mens fauour, and foffer the greateft domage
thatmay be , euen the loffe of our liues. And
the reafon is at handsbecaufe Gods word hath
this prerogatiue tobridle,binde, and reftraine

caufe that makes conftience giuc 1dg
fecondly the manncr how.

The canfeisthe binder of the cofcience. The
binder isthat thing whatfoeuer , which hath
power & authority oucr cofcience to orderit.

“To bind, is to vrgescaufc, and conftraine it
in eucry aQtion either to accufe for finne,or to
excufe for well doing: ortofay, thismay be
done,or it may not be done.

That we may know whatthis phrafe mea-
neth (#0 be bowwdinconfiience) we muft inmind
confider conftience apartby it felfe from the
binding power of Gods commandement. For
thenit hath liberty and is not bound cither to
accufenor excufe, but is apt to doe either of
them indiffcrentlys but whenthe binding po-
weris fet once ouer the coftience,thenin eue-
ty a&i6 itmuft nceds cither accufe or excufe:
eucn as amanina city or towne hauing hisli-
bertie , may goe vpand downe or not goe,
where and when he will; butifhis body beat-
tached by the magiftrate and imprifoned, then
his former libertie is reftrained, hee is boand
and can ‘goc vpand downe but within the pri-
fon, or fome other allowed place.

Thebinder of confcience , iseither proper
or improper. Proper isthat thing,which hath
abfolute and foucraigne powerin it felfeto
binde the confcience. And that is the word of |
God,written in the booke of the old and new
Teftament. Reafon, I. He which isthe Lord of |
confcience, by his word and lawes binds con~
{ciences but God is the onely Lord of confci-

D

fcience 111, Whatfoeuer we enterprife
ortakein hand, wemuft firlt fearch whether
Godgiue vs libertiein confCience,and warant
todoe it.For if we do otherwife,confcience is
bound prefently to charge vs of finne before
God. Laftly, wedoe here fechow dangerous
the cafe is of all Time-ferners that will liue as
theylift,and be of no certen religion till diffe-
rencesand diffentions therein be ended, and
they haue the determination of a generall
Councell : for whether thefe things come to
paffe or no, certen it isthat they are bound in
confcienceto recciuc and belecue the ancient,
Propheticall, and Apoftolicall doétrine tou-
chingthe true worfhip of God,and the way to
life euerlafting,which is the true religion. The
fame isto be faid of al drowfie Proteftants,and
luke-warme gofpellers, that vic religion not
with that care and confcience they oughr, but
onely then and fo farre forth as it ferues for
their turnes , commonly neglecting or defpi-
fing the affemblies where the word is prea-
ched: & feldome frequenting the Lordstable
vnlesit beat Eafter. Like filly wretches they
neither fee nor fecle the conftraining power,
that Gods word hathin their confciences,

Gods word iseither Law,or Gofpel. The
Law isa part of Gods word of things to bee
done, or to be left vadone. And it isthrec-
fold; Morall, Iudiciall, Ceremoniall.

Morall law concernes duties of loue,partly
to God and partly towards our neighbour: it
iscontained inthe Decalogucor tencomman-

Sed.2.
Of the
morall
binding,

dements,




The me-
rall law
isvn-
changea-
ble in re-
fpe&af
that ecer-
n;

witice
which it
prefcri-
beth; yet
isic
change-
able asit
isapplied
o fome
particular
aRions&
cales, &
inthat
refped it
admitsa
difpenfa-
tion, and
noathers
wilea
b1.Com.
cg.Com+

Geni22e
EN

Iofh. 6,

520

oA Treatife

demients;and itis the very law of nature writ-
ten in all mens hearts ( for fubftance , though
not for the manner of propounding) in the
creationof man : and therefore it bindes the
cofciences of al men atall times,cuen of blind
and ignorant perfons that neither know the
moft of it,nor care to know it. .Yet here muft
be remembred three exceptions or cautions,
I.. When two commandements of the morall
law are oppofite in refped of vs; fo as we can-
not do them both at tue fametime ; cheleffer
commandement giaes place to the greater,
and doth not binde or conftraine for that
inftant, Example. I. God commands onc
thing , and the magiftrate commandsthe flac
contrarie;inthiscafe whichof thefc two com-
mandements is to be obeyed, (b)Honor God,
or,Honor the Magiftrate? the anfwer is, that
the latter muft giue placeto the former , and
the former alope inthis cafe muft be obeyed:
Ak.4.19. Whetherit be right inche fight of God
toobey you vather then God, swdge yee. 11. The
fourch commandement prefcrioes reft on the
Sabbath day: now it falles out that at the fame
time a wholetowne isfet on fire, and the fixt
commandement requires our helpe in faning
onrncighbourslifz and goods. Now of thefe
two commandements which muft be obeyed?
for both canwot. The anfwer is, that the
fourth commandement at this time is to giue
place,& the fixt commandement alone bindes
the conftience:fo asthen (if need fhould re-
quire) a man might labour all the day without
offenceto God. Mat.g. 13. 1 will haue mercy
andnot facrifice. And the rule muft not bee o-
mitted, That charitic towards our neighbour
is fubordinate ro the loue of God,and therfore
maft giue place toit. For this caufe the com-
maundement concerning charitic mutt giue
placetothe commandement concerning loue
toGod:and when the cafe fofals out,we mu't
either offend our neighbour or God, wee muft
rather offend our neighbour then God.
1I. Caution. When God giues fome par-
ticalar commandement to his people, therein
difpending with fome other commandement
of the morall law, forthat time it bindes not.
For cuen the morall commandement, muft be
conceiued with this condition, Excepr Ged
commandotherwife. Example. I. The fixtcom-
mandementis, Thou fhalt notkill: but God
giues a particular commandement to dbra-
bams 3 Abrabans offer thy Son Ifaxc in facrifice
to me.And this latter commandementat that
inftant did bind Abrabam: and heis therefore
ded for his obedicncetoit. 11 And

whenGod cemmanded the childrenof Ifrael
to compafle Ierico fcuendaies, and cherefore
onthe Sabbath; the fourth commandement
preferibing the fancifying of reft on the Sab-
bath,for thatinftant and in that a&tion did not
bind cenfcience.

1I1. Caution. Oneandthe fame comman-
dement in fome things binds the confcience

A

B

C

more firaightly,& indoing fome other things! | lently,as wil appeareby conferringtheir laws

. | Tewes; who for this very caufe were bound in

tothews which are of the houfhold of faith.” Hencel
it arifeth; that thoughall finnes be mortall and
deferue cternall death, yet all are not equall
but fome more gricuous then other. ?
Tudiciall lawes of Mofes are all fachaspre-
feribe order for the exccution of inftice and
indgement in the common wealth. They were
fpecially given by God, and dire@ed to the

confcience tokeepe themall:and if the com.
mon wealthof the Iewes were now ftandiny
inthe old eftate,no doubt they fhould continue
ftill tobind as before.

Bue touching other nations and fpecially
Chriftian Common wealths in thefe daies,the
cafe isotherwife,Somne are of opinion,thatthe
wholeiudiciall law is wholly abolifhed , and
fome againe runto the other extream, holding
thatindicial lawesbind Chriftiansas ftraight.
Iyaslewes : but nodotibttheyare both wide:
and the fafelt courfe is tokeepe the meane be-
tweene bothe Therefore the iudicialllawes of
Mofes according to the fubfance and feope
chereof muft be diftinguifhed;in which refpe®
they are of two foets.Some of them are lawes

equitie. Lawes of particular equitic, are fuck
as preferibe uftice according to the particular
cftare and condition of the Iewes Common-
wealth and to the circumftances thereof time,
place, perfons, things, a@ions. Of this kind
wasthelaw, thacthe brother fhould raife vp
feede to his brother, and many fuch like: and
none of them bind vs, becaufe they were fra-
med and tempered to aparticular people.
Tudicials of common equitie , are fuchas
are made according to the lawe or inftin@ of
nature commento all men: & thefein refpeét
of their fubftance , bindethe confciences not
only of the Iewes,but alfo of the Gentiles:for
they were not giuen tothe Iews, asthey were
Tewes,that is,a people receined into the eoue-
nant aboue all other nations,brought from E-
gyptto the land of (amaan,of whom the Mef-
fias according to the flefh wasto come ; but
they were giuen to them as they were mortal
men, fubieé to the order and lawes of nature
asallother nations are. Again, indiciall lawes,
{o farre forthas they haue in them the gene-
rall or common equitic of the law of nature
are morall; and therefore binding in confci-
ence, asthe morall law. )
A Iudicialllaw may be knowne tobe alaw
of comon equitie,if either of thefe twothings
befound init. Firft, if wife men not onelya-
mong the [ewes,bucalfo in other natids, hauc
by naturall reafon and confcience iudged the
fame to be equal,iuft,and neccffary ,and with-
allhaue iuftified their judgement by enading
lawes for the common wealths’, the fame in
fubftance with fundry of the indicial lawes gi-

uento the Iewes: And the Roman Emperors
among the reit, haue done this moft exccl-

lefle, Gal.6.10. Dot goodto ekl men bus efpecially)

of (c) particular equitie,fome of (4) common|°,
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| with the lawes of God. Secondly, a Iudiciall
hath common equity,ifit ferue dire@ly to ex-
plaine and cenfirme any of the ten precepts of|
the Decalogue: or,if it ferue directly tomain-
taine and vphold anyof the three cltates, of
the family,the Common-wealth,the Church.
And whether thisbe fo ornot it will appeare,
if we do but confider the matter of the law, &
the reafons or confiderations vponwhich the
Lord was mooued to ginethe fame vnto the
Iewes.- Now tomake the point in hand more
plaine,takean cxample ortwo. It is a Iudicial
Jaw of God that murtherers fhould be putto
death : now the queftion is, whether this law
for fubftancebee the common equitie of na-
ture binding the confcience of Chriftians or
00? and the anfwer is, that without further
doubtingitisfo. For firft ofall,thislaw hath

A

B

the Iewes,and the obedience of it wasthetrue
worthipof God : Butitdid not then bind the
confcience of the Gentiles: for ic was the par-!
tition wall betweene them and the Iews.Andi
itdid continue tobind the Tewestill the very
death and afcenfion of Chrilt. For thenthe
hand-writing of ordinances which was again(t
vs,was nailed onthe croffe and cangelled. And
when Chrift faith , that the Law andthe Pro-
phets enduredtill Iohn, Luk.16.16. his meaning
isnot , the ceremonialllaw ended then ¢ but
that things foretold by the Prophets, and ob-
fcurely prefigured by the ceremoniall law, be-
gan then more plainely to bee preached and
made manifeft,

The fecond time was from the afcenfion of |
Chrift,till abont thetime of the defrucion of
the Temple andthe Citie : in which, ceremo-

bin, by common confent of wife law-giuers, | |niesceafed to bind confcience , and remained
enatted in many countries and kingdomes| |indiffecent. Hereupon Panl circamcifed T5. | A&, 16,5
befidesthe Iewes.It wasthelaw ofthe Egyp-|  morhy: the Apoftles after Chrifts afcenfion,
aBurip, |tians,and? old Grecians, of Draco, of Numa,| |as occafion was offered were prefent in the
i He | and of many of the Romane Emperonrs. Se-| | Temple, 4¢.3.1. Andthe Councill of Ierufy-
:;'g';"' condly, thislaw ferues direétly tomaintaine | | lem tenderingthe weaknes of fome beleeners,
#cud, |Obedience to the fixth commandement: and| [decreed thar the Church for a time fhould
13C.de [the confideration vpon which the law was| |[abftaine from things ftrangied, and blood. | A&, 13
bil, au. | made is fo weightie, that without it a com- Andthere was good reafon oi this, becaufs | 25+
dn imon-wealth cannot ftand. The murtherers| |the Churchof the Iewes was not yet futfici-
blood muft be fhed(faiththe Lord, Nimb.35.| |ently conui@ed , that anend was puttothe
33, 34.) becanfe the whole landis defiled with| | ceremoniall law by the death of Chrift.
lood, and remaineth vncleanfed till his blood Intne third time, which wasafter the pub-
befhed. Againe, it wasaindiciall law among | | lithing of the Gofpel,ceremonies of the Iewes
the Iewes , thar the adulterer and adulterefle | ~ | Church became vnlawfull, and fo fhall conti-
{hould die thedeath : now Jetthe queftionbe | | nue tothe worlds end.
whether this law concerne other nations , as By this itappeares, what a monf(trous & mi-
being derined from the common law of na-| | ferable Religion the Church of Rome tea-
ture:and it feemes to be fo. For firft,wifc men| | cheth and maintaineth, which ftands in cere-
by the light of reafon and naturall confcience | | monies, partly heathenifh, and partiy Iewith.
haue indged this punithment equall and iutt. Asfor the Gofpel, T takeit for that part of | 5.4, 7.
udsh betore this judiciall law was giuen by | | the word of God which promifeth righteou. | of che
Gen, 38, | Aofes , appointed Tansar his davghterin law | | neffe and life everlafting to all that beleeue in | Cofpel
o be burnt to death for playing the whoore. | | Chriftand withallcommandeth this faich, | Pind®s:

Ter, 29,
13,

1 e becaufe they committed adulterie with their !

Tem Ieg | D€ighbours wives. By Dracoes lawamongthe | | fidered : enetouchingthe perfons bound, the

ldizn, | Grecians thisfinne was death,and aifoby the | | other touching the manner of binding.
pbl. iu, |law ofthe Romanes. Againe, thislaw ferues Perfonsare of two forts : fomebee called,
do  |dire@ly to maintaine neceflary obedience to| D| fome be vncalled. Perfonscalled are all fuch
the feanenth commandement : andthe confi-| |towhom God in his mercie hath offered the
deracions vpon which the law was giuen are | | meanes of faluation & hath reucaied the Gof-
perpetuall , and ferue to vphold the comrion| | pelin fome meafure more or leffe , by meanes
wealth, Lexit.20. 22. Te (faith the Lord)fhall| | cither ordinary or extraordinary. All fuch I
keepe all my ordinances and my indgements (the |. |thinke are fraightly bound in confcience to
law of adulterie beeing one of them.) Now | | beleeue and obey the Gofpel. For that word
marke the reafons, 1. Left tbelmdfme yox out.| | of God whereby men fhali bee iudged in the
2. Forthe fame finnes 1 hane abhorredthe nations.| | day of iudgement,muft ficlt of all binde their
Se,6, | The Cercmoniall law is that which pre-| | confciences inthislife, confideringabfolution
Ofthe | feribes rites and orders in the outward wor-| | and condemnation is accerding to that which
e | fhip of God. isdone in this ife : butby the Gofpcl, all men
bindin. | _ 1t muft be confidered in threc times. The| | thathaue beene called, fhall be iudged as Pax!
wutt, |firlt,isthe time before thecomminganddeath | | faith,Rom.2.16.God ballindge the fecrets of men
¢p1g,ad | of Chrift : the fecond , the time of publithing | | by Jefus Chrift, accordsng to my Gofpel. And our
“won, \the Gofpel by the Apoftles : the third , the Sauior Chrift faith, Job, 3.18.He that beleeneth
time after the publithing of the Gofpel. ot i alveady condemned. Trremaines thercfore
Inthefirft, icdid binde the confciencesof |~ ! thatthe Gofpel bindsthe confciences of fuch

N ebuchadnezzar burnt Echad and Zedechias

That we may the better know how the Gof'
pel binds confcience, twopoints muft be con-

men
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V-
i men v this life. Bythisvery point weareall|A
{ putin mind not to cotent our felues with this,
that we haue a liking to the Gofpel,andto be-
!leeue it to beetrue (though many Proteftants
in thefe our daiesthinks it fafficient both in
life and death,if they hold that they are to bee
faued by faith atone in Chrift without the
| merit of mans workes) but we muft goe yet
further , and enter into a practife of the do-
&rine of the Gofpel as well asof the precepts
of the morall law ; knowing that the Gofpel
! doth as well binde confcience asthe law ; and
ifit be not obeyed, willas well condemne.
Men vacalled, are fuch as neuer heard of
Chrift , by reafon the Gofpel was neuer re-
ucaled vnto them , nor meanes of reuclation B
ioffercd. That there haue bin fuchin former
{ages, I make manifeft thus. The world fince
the creation may be diftinguifhed into foure
ages. The firft, from the creation tothe flood:
the fecond,from the flood to the giving of the
| Law: the third, from thegining ofthe Law to
\the death of Chriftsthe fourth,from the death
{of Chrilt to the laft jndgement. Now inthe
I three former ages there was adiftin@ion of
the world into two forts of men,, whereof one
wasa peopleof God ; the other no people. In
the fitlt age, inthe familics of Serh, Noe, &c.
wete the fonnes of God , inallother families
the fonnes of men, Gen.6.2. In the fecond age
were the fonnes of the flefh and the fonnes of
the promift, Rom 9.7- In thethird,Iewes and |C
Gentiles:the lewes being the Chuechof God,
all nations befideno Church. But inthelaft
age this diftin@ion was taken away,when the
Apoftles had a commifsion giuen them that
was neuer giuen before to any,namely, to goe
teach notonly the Iewes,but all nations.Now
this diftin@ion arofe of this, that the Gofpel
was not reuealed to the world before the c6-
ming of Chrift,as the Scriptures witneffe.The
Prophet faith, Efay 52+ 14+ that kings fhall fhus
their monthes av Chrilk , becanfe that which bad
not binteldthi they fhal fee,5 that which they bad
not heard fhall they vnderftand: And 5.5 .that 4
nation that krow him not (hallrun vnto him. Paul
faith to the Ephedanssthat inthe former times
they werewithout Godsand withaut Chrift fran- \ D
gers froms the couenant 5 Eph. 2.12. Andtothe
Athenianshe (aith, that the times before the
comming of Chrift  were times of ignorance,
Aét, 17. 30. And that it may notbe thought
that this ignorance was affeéted , Pand faith
further,that God in times paft fiffered the Gen-
siles towalke in their ownewares, At .14.16.and
thac the myfferie of the Gofpell was kept fecrer
\from the beginning of the world andis now inthe
latt age reuealeato theavhale world, Rom.16.25.
Somie alledge that the Iews being the Church
i of God,had traffique with ali nations ; and by
| thismeanes fpread fome little knowledge of
| the Mefsias through the whole world.T anfwer
{againe, that the conference & fpeech of Icw-
{ifh merchants with forraincrs was no fuffici-
ent means to publifh the promifesof faluation

by Chrit to the whole world:firft,becanfe the
Tewes for the moft part haue alwaies bin more
ready to receiue any new and falfe religion
thento teachtheir own: fecondly,becaufe the
very Iewes themfelues,though they were well
acquainted with the ceremonies of theirreli.
gion, yet the fubftance thereof , whichwas
Chrift figured by cxternall ceremonies , they
knew not : and hereupon the Pharifes when

e
—

they made a Profelyte, they made him tenne
times more the child of the diueil then them-
felues : Thirdly, becaufe men are feldomeor
nener fuffered to profeffe or make any fpeech
oftheir religion in forraine countries. Again,
ifit be alledged that the do&rine’is fet downe
in the bookes of the old Teftament , which
men through the whole world might haue
read,fearched, and knownéif they would: T
anfwer, thatthe kecpingof the bookes of the
old Teftament , was committed to the Iewes
alone. Rom. 3. 2. and therefore they were not
giuen tothe whole world, as alfo the Pfalmift
teftifieth,Pfal.147.19,20. Hefheweth bis word
vt lacoh , bis flatutes and hissudgementsunto
Ifracl: he bath not dealt fo with enery nation:nei-
ther hane they knowne his iudgements. :
Now touching fuch perfons as haue not fo
much as heard ot Chrift, though they are apt
and fit tobe bound in confeience by the Gof-
pell, inas much as they are the creatures of
God; yet are they not indeed actually bound
till fuch time as the Gofpel bee rencaled, or at
the leaft, meanesofreuelation offcred. Rea-
fonshereof may be thefe. I. Whatfoeuer do-
&tine or law doth binde confcience , muftin
fome part be knowne by nature,or by grace,or
by both ; the vnderftanding muft firlt of all
conceiue, or at the leaft haue meanesof con-
ceiuing, before confcience canconftraine; be-
caufe it bindeth by vertue of knowne conclu-
fions inthe minde. Therefore things that are
altogether vnknowne and vaconceiued of the
vnderftanding , doe not binde in confcience ;
now, the Gofpel is altogether vnknowne and
vnconceived of many,as I hanealreadie proo-
ued ; and therefore it binds not them incon-
fcience. 11. Paul faith, Rows.2.1 2. Theywhich
finnewithont the law[ written ] fball becodemmed
without the law 3 therefore they which finne
without the Gofpel, fhal be condemned with-
out the Gofpel : and fuchas fhall be condem-
ned without the Gofpel after this life, were

notbound by it inthis life. Aiguftine the moft
iudiciall Dinine of all theancient Fathers,vp-

excufe for their inne 5 faith on this manner. 4
doubt may be moued, whether xhey to whom Chriff
bath not come, neither bath ﬁal;gn vato them hare
anexcufe.for their finmes. For if they bane it nots
why 1s5z fasd thas thefe (namely the Iewes Dase
1o exoufe becaufe be came and paketo them ? an

if theyhaue st whether it be that their punifiment
mayberaken away quite, orinpart leffencd, To
thefe demands, to wy capacitie as the Lord fhall

inable mee , 1anfiver , That they to whoms Chrift

i

‘came

on thefe words of Chrift: But now they hane o) ¢ 1 1o
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| camenats neither bath poken unto thems, haue an| A |the conenant. And whereas the Lord promi-

i exoufeynot of euery finbut of this fin,thas they baue
" not beleenedsn Chrift, Againe, it remainestoin.
i quire whesher thefe, who before Chrift came in bis
Churchtothe Gentiles , andbefore they heard his
Gofpel, haue binor ave preucntedby death,may ufe
this excufe, Doubeleffe they may but they (hall nos
therfore eféape damnation.For whefocuer haue fin-
ned withowt the law fball persfh withour the law.
As for the reafons which fome of the
Schoole-men haue alleadged to the contrarie,
they are anfwered by all (¢) men of the fame
order,& I will bricfly touch the principal.Firft
itis obiected, that the holy Ghoft fhall iudge
the world of fin, becanfe they bane not beleewed in
Chrift,lob.16.9.1 anfwer that by the world we
muft not vderftand a# and exery man fince
the creation, butallnationsand kingdomesin
thelalt age of the world to whom the Gofpel
wasreuealed. Thus hath Paslexpounded this
word,Roms.11.1 2. Thefall of them is the riches
of the world,¢5 the dimini(hing of thé is the riches
of the Genriles.v. 15. Thecafting of them away is
the reconciliation of theworld. Secondly,it is ob-
ieced, that the law binds all menin confci-
tence thoughthe greateft parc of itbe vaknown
to them. .47f. The law was once giuen to A-
dam andimprinted in his heartinhis firlt crea-
tion,and in him, as beingtheroote of all man-
Kind,it was giuento all men : and as when he
finned,all men fianedin bim , {0 when he was
cnlightened all were enlightened in him, and
confequently when his confcience was bound
by the law,all were bound in him. And though
this knowledge be loft by mans default, yet
the bond remaines ftill on Gods part. Now
the cafe is otherwife with the Gofpel , which
Wwas rieuer written in mans natare, but wasgi-
uenatter the fall and isaboue nature. Herea
{irther reply is made,that the conenant made
wich Adam , The feedeof the woman fhall brusfe
the ferpents headywas alfo made with his fcede
which is all mankind,and was afterward con-
tinued with A4braham to all nations. I anfiwer,
aguine, thae Adam was a roote of mankinde
oncly in refpect of mmnsnature with the gifts
and fizs thereof: he was no roote i refpec of
\grace whichis aboue nature,but Chrift the fe.
coad Adam. And therefore whenGod gaue
the promife vnto him,and faith to belecue the
piomife , he did not in him giue them both to
ail mankinde; neither,if Adanms had aftcrward
fallen from faith in the Mefsias, fhould all
mankind again haue falleninhim. Moreoucr,
thatthe promife of grace was not made to 4-
dams feede vniucrfally but sndefinitely , it ap-
peares 5 becanfe when God did afterward re-
new the couenant, he reltrained it tothe fa-
mily of Noeand Abrabam , andin Abrabams
family it was reltrained to Jfaac, In Ifaac
(faiththe Lord) fball ehy feede be called : yea in
tie tenour of the couenant there is a diffin@i-
enmadeof the feede of the woman and the

b ¢ 1o, | foede of the ferpent; which feed of the ferpent
8. K“ 2" part of mankind, and it is cxcluded from

fed to Abrabamthat in hisfeede all the nations
of the earth thould bec blefled , the promife
mualt not be vaderftood of all men in every
age, bucof all nations in the laftage of the
world. And thus Paul hath cleared the texr,
Galu3.8.The Scripture fore. feesng that Godwould
inftsfie the Gentsles through faich (which was
doneafter Chriftsafcenfion)preachedbefore the
Gospelto Ahrabans , In thee ball all nations bee
bleffed. Laitly, it may be obieed, that if any
man be ignorant of the do@rine of faiuation
by Chrift,itis throngh his owne faultitis true
indecde that all ignorance of thedodrine of|
faluation comes thrcugh mans fault and finne;
but Gin muft be diftingaifhed ; itis either per-
fonall, or the finne of muns natare. Now in
them that neuer heard of Chrift, theirigno-
rance inthis pointproceeds pot of any perfo-
nall finne in them , but onely from the finne of
mansnatuze, thatis, the ficlt ion: of Adam
commoato all mankinde, which finis punifh-
ed when God leaues men wholly to them-
felues.Now many things there be iamen pro-
ceeding from this finne, which neverthelefle
are no finnes, as the manifold miferies of this
life : and fo Itake the ignorance of things a-
boue mans nawre alcogether vnreucaled , to
be nofin,but a punithment of originall finne.

Thus much of the perfons which are bound
by the Gofpel : now let vs fee how farre forth
they are bound by it.

God inthe Gofpell generally rcueales two
points vato vs s the firlt, that there isperfeét
righteonfnefle and life cuerlatting to be obtai-
ned by Chrift: the £cond,that the inftrument
to obtaine righteoufneffe and. life cternall is
faithin Chrilt. Morcouer whenthis Gofpel is
difpenfed and preached vato vs:God rencales
vato vstwo pointsmore: the firft,that he will
make vs particularly to bee partakersof true
righteoufnes andlife encrlafting by Chrift:the
fecond,that he will haue vs without doubting
to belecue thus muchof our felues. And for
this caufe euery manto whom the Gofpell is
reuealed,is bound to beleeue his own ele@ion,
intification, fan&ification, and glorification
in,and by Chrift. The reafons and greunds of
this point out of the word of God are thefe:1.
1 Joh.3,33.Thisis bis commandement that we be.-
deenein the name of his Son lefus Chrift , and lone
one another as he gane vs comandement. Now to
belecue in Chritt,is not confufedlyto beleeuc,
that he isa Redeemer of mankind,but withall
to beleene that he is my Saviour, and thatI
am ele&cd, ivftified,fantified, & fhall be glo~
ritied by him. This is granted of all men,yea of
the Papifts themfelues, which otherwife are

enemies of this do&rine. For Lumbard faith,
To beleeue in God, is by beleeusng to lone, and a ie
were to gointo God:bybelesuing to cleane vnto him
and as st were to bee encorporase into his members.
11.Panl, Gal.2.16. firft of all propounds a ge-
nerall fentence, That a man ss not suftified by the

warkes of the Law , bus by the faish of Chrift,

Yy After- |
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! Afrerward he addes a fpeciall application, E-
#en we (namely Tewes) haxe beleened in lefus
Chrift.that we might be snftified by thefaithof Ie-

fies Chriff : and in v.20-he defcends more fpe-
cially toapply the Gofpel to himfelfe , I line
(faich he)by the faith of the Sonof Gody who bath
lonedme, andginen himfelfeforme.” And in this
kinde of applicationthere is nothiqg peculiar
to Panl, forinthis very aGtion of his he auou-
cieth himfelfe to bee anexumple vnto vs, 1.

| Ty 1.1 6. For this caufe(faith hc)was I receiued
tomercie, that lefus Chrift fhonuld fhew firft on me
all long. fuffering, voto the enfample of them
which [ball in time to comebeleens in him to eter-
wall life. Agaive, Phil.3.8. he faith, I thinke all
things but loffe that 1might win Chrift,andmighs
be found in bim nor hansng wine own right coufes,
bust tharwhich is through the faith of Chrift, that

1 may know him andthe vertue of bis vefurvestion:
and afterward headdeth, v.15. Let vs,as many
asbe perfeit bethus minded.111. W hatfoener we
pray for according to Gods wil,wearebound
to beleeve that it fhal be giuen votovs, Mark,
11.24 Whatfoeuer ye defire when ye }zm],bflmu
that ye fhal hauest, andit fhall be done vnito you.
But we pray for the pardon of our finnes, and
for life cuerlafting by Chrift ; and thataccor-
ding to the will of God: Therefore weeare
ound in confcienceto beleeue the pardon of
our finnes, aud lifceuerlatting, IV. If God
fhould fpeake particularly to any man,and fay
vnto him, Cornelins, or Peter, beleeue thou in
Chrift,and thou fhaltbe faved ; this comman-
dement fhould binde him particularly. Now
whenthe Minifter lawfully called,inthe name
and ftead of God publifheth the Gefpell to
the congregation, that is as much as if God
himfelfe had fpoken to them particularly, cal-
ling each of them by theirnames, and promi-
fing vito them life cuerlafting in Chrift. 2.
Cor.5.20.We asembaffidors for Chrift, asthough
Goddidbefeech youhrough vs,pray you in Chrsfts
fRead,thas ycbe yeconciledto God.

It may be,and s obiected that if enery man

be bound inconfeienceto belecue his owne e-
leQion & falnationby Chrift, then fome men
are boundto beleeue that which isfalfe, be-
caufe fomethere be euen in the middeft of the
Church, which inthe counfell of God were
neaerchofen to faluation. I anfwer, thatthis
reafon weregood ; if men were bound abfo-
lutely to belecue their faluation witheut fur-

ther refpect or condition: but the bond iscon-
ditionall,according to the tenotr of the cone-

nant of grace : for we are bound to belecuc in

Chrift,if we wouldcome tolife euerlafting,or

if we would be in the fauour of God,or if wee

would be goed difciples & mébers of Chrift,

I anfwer againe, that whatfocucr a man is

boundto beleeue,is true;yct not alwaies inthe

cuent, but true in the intention of God that
bindeth. Now the commandementof belee-
uing and applyingthe Gofpell, isby God gi=
ucn to all within the Church ; but not in the
fame maner to all.Itis giucn to the Ele, that
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|by belecuing they might indeed be faued;God
{inabling them todo that which he commands,
| To the reft , whom God injuftice will refufe,
the fame commandemeént is giuen not for the
fame caufe;but to another end,thar they might
fec how they could not beleeue, and by this|
meares be bereft of all excufe in the day of]|
indgement. God doth not alwaiesgiue com-
mandements Gimply that they might be done,
buz fometimes for other refpeés, that they
might be meanes of triall , as the commande-
ment giien o Abrakam of killing faac:again,
that they might ferue tokeepe men atthe leaft
in outward obedience in thislife, & ftop their
mouthesbefore the tribunall feat of God.

In that we are botnd in confcience on this
maner to beleeue the promifes of the Gofpel,
with an application of the benefits thereof to
ourfelues, fandry neceffary & profitable points
of inftru@ion may be learned. The fixlt, that
the Popifh Do&orsabolifh a grea¢ partof the
Gofpell, when they teachthatmen are bound
to beleeue the Gofpell oncly by a Catholike
faith, which they make to be nothing elfe but
agiftof God , or illumination of the minde,
whereby affent is giuen tothe word of God
that itistrue ; and more fpecially that Iefusis
Chrift,that is,an al-fufficient Saviour of man-
kinde.” All which the damned fpirits belcene:
whereas the Gofpel for the comfort and falua-
tion of mens foules, hath a further reach,
namely , to enioyne mento belecucthat the
promifc of faluation isnot only trucin it felfe,
bur alfo in the very petfon of the belecuer, as|
appeares euidently by the Sacraments, which
areasitwere a vifible Gofpel in which Chrift
with all his benefits isoffered and applyed to
the particular perfons of men: to the end, no
doubt , that they might beleeve the accom:
plifhment of the promife in themfelues.

Secondly, we learne that it is net prefamp-
tion for any man to belecne the remifSion of
his owne finnes : for to doe the will of God to
which we are bound, is nottoprefume : now
it isthe will of Godto which hee hath bound
vs in confcience, to beleeue the remifsion of|
our owne finnes : and therefore rather not to
doeit, is prefumptuons difobedience.

Thirdly ; wee are heretomarke and tore-
member withcare, the foundation of the va-
fallible certainty of mans faluation. For if man
be bound in confcience firft to giue aflent to
the Gofpell , and fscondly to apply it to him-
felfc by true faith ; then without doubta man
by faith may bec certainely perfiwaded of his
owne cle&ion and faluaticnin this life, with-
outany extraordinary reuclation : Gods com-
mandcments being in this and the like cafes
pofsible. For commandements are cither Le-
gall,or Enangelicall : Legall,fhew vsour dif-
cafe,butginc vs no remedie : and the perfect
doing of them according to the intentof the
Law- ginter, by reafon of mans weakenefle anc
thronghmans default , is impofsible in this
world, As for Enangelicall commandements,
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they haue this priviledge , that they may and
can be performed according to the intent of
the Law-giuer in this lifc : becanfe withthe
commandement isioyned the inward operati-
onof the fpirit inthe ele®; to enable them to
effec the dutie commanded : and the will of
God isnot to require abfolute perfe@ion at
our hands inthe Gofpel as in the Law, but ra-
therto qualifie the rigour of the law by the fa-
tisfaion of a Mediatour inour ftead;and of vs
(we being in Chrift )to accept the vpright wil
and indeanour for thedeed s as the willtore-
pent,& the will to beleeue,for repentance and
true faith indeed. Now then, if things required
in the Gofpel, bebothordinarie and poisible;
then fora man to haue an infalliable certenty
ofhis owne faluation , isboth ordinarie and
pofsible. But more of this point afterward.
Lattly,all fuch perfons as are tronbled with
doubtings, diftruftings, vabelcefe, defpaire of
Gods mercy,are to learn & confidet that God
by his word bindes them in confcience to be-
leeue the parden of their owne finnes be they
neuer fo grieuousor many, & to beleeue their
own election or faluation wherof they doubt.
Men that are but ciuill hauecare toauoid rob-
bing and killing, becaufe God giues comman-
dements againft ftealing and Killing : why
then fhould not we much more ftriuc againft
our manifolde doubtings and diftruftings of
Godsloue in Chrift,haninga commandement
of God thatcalsvpon vs & binds vstodo fo.
Thus we fee how Gods word bindes confci-
ence : now confcience becing thus bound, a-
gaine bindes the man in whom itis.
Thebond of conftience is called gusltine(fe.
Guiltineffe isnothing elfe buta worke of tie
confcience,binding eucry finnet to the puniih-
ment of enerlafting death,before God for this
orthat fiune.
Thus much of the proper binder of the con-
fcienceznow followes the improper.
Theimproper binder is thar, which hath no
poweratallor vertue in it felfe to binde con-
{cience:but doth itonely by the authority and
vertue of Gods word,or fome part therof. Itis
threefold, Humane laws,an Oath,a Promife.,
‘Touching humane lawes, the fpeciall poinc
tobe confideredis,In what maner they binde.
That this may in part be cleared,I will ftanda
while to examine & confute the opinion,that
the very pillars of the popifh Church at this
day maintaine; namely, that Cinill and Ecclefi-
afticall inyifdittion baue 4 coaltine power inthe
confcience, €5 that the lawes made thereby doe as
truly && properly binde (asthey fpeake)zo mor-
\tall and veniall finne, as Gods lawit felfe, The ar~
'guments which commonly they vic are thefe:
| Argum.x.Deut.17.13. Thas manthat will do
prefumptuonfly andnot obey the(a)anthority of the
Prieft or Iudge,fhall dic: andthon (halt take away
euill from IfraclHere (fay they)the precepts of
the high Pricftare (b)imperia, not admonitios
or exhortations, & they binde in confcience ;
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otherwife the tranfgreflors thereof fhould not |

haue binpunifhed o feverely. 47/. The intent
of thislaw (asa very childe may perceine ) is
toeftablifh the anthority & right of the high-
eftappeaies for all matters of contronerfic in
the Symedrinmior great Courtat Ierufalem.
Thertorethe wordsalleadged do not giue vn-
to the pricft a foueraigne power of making
lawes,but a power of gining indgemét of con-
trouerfies,and that according to laws already
made by God himfelf: from whichiudgement
there might be no appeale.Now this power of
determining doth not conftraine confcience ,
but the entward man to maintaine order and
. peace. For what reafonis there,that that fén-
tence, which mightbeeither a gain-faying of
Godslaw,or a miftaking of it,fhould bind the
confciencetoa finne? Againe, not cuery onc
that refufed o fubie@ themfelues to the fen-
tence of this court were ftraight. way guilty of
finne, (for this did Jeremy che Prophet , and
Chrift our Sauiour, when the Iewes condem-
ned them for wicked perfons)buthe that pre-
fomptuoufly defpifed the fentence, & by con-
feqaent the authority it felfe , which wasthe
ordinance of God,wasguilty. Laftly ;the feue-
titie of the punithment , which is temporall
death, doth not argue any power in the Iudge
of binding confcience : this they might haue
learned of their owne Doitor Gerfon,who Lol
deth,that they that binde any man to mortall
fin, muft bee able to punifh him with anfwe-
rable punifhment,which is eterrall death,
Argu.a. Mat.36.19. Whatfoeuer ye fhall binde
in earth,(ballbeboundsn heanen. Herc(fay they)
tobinde, isto make lawes conftraining con-
{cience,according to Mat.23.4. They bind hea-
uic burdens, and Iy thems on mens (houlders . Anf.
The foneraigne power of binding,& leofing,is
not telonging to any creature,but is proper to
Chrift, who hadthe keies of heaucnand bell s
he opencth & noman fhutteth, he fhuttech and
no man openethi, Ren, 3.5, Asfor the powerof
the Churchr, it isnothing but a miniiterie of
feruice whereby men publifh and pronounce
that Chrift bindeth or loofith. Againe, this
binding ftandes notinthe power of making
lawes, butin remitting and retaining of mens
firs,as the words going before declar.v.18.7f
thybrother fin againft thee,cre.and Curift fhews
hisown meaning whé te faith, Whafe ins ye re-
mit they areyemitted andvhofe fins ye retasne they
arerctasned,fob. 20. 23. Haning betore in the
perfonof Peter promifed them his honour ,
inthis forme of words, Mat.16.19.1 will gine
wntothee the keies of the kingdoms of heanen,what -
\fosuer thow (balt binde vpon carsh,fhall be boundin
heanen.This which 1 fay is approoued by con-
fent of auncient Diuines. Aug.Pfal.1o1 . ferm.
3. Remiffion of fin(faith he )ss loofing wherfore by
the law of contraries,binding is to holdc finne
vnpardoned. Hslar.vpon Mat.c.18 Whomthey
bindeon earth, that is (faith hee) leane vnryedof
the knotres of their finnes. Lumbardthe Popith
mafter of fentences,T be Lord(faith he )harh gs-
| uento Priefts power of binding and loofing, that is,
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iof making manife(t that men are boundor bofed, |

| Again,both Origen,(a) Augiftine & (b) Thea-
phylatt artribute the power of bincing toall
Clhiriftians, and theretore they for ti asts,
nener dreamed that the power of binding
fhould bean authority tomake lawes. Laftly,
the plac: at.23-4.cuertvrnes the argument,
for there the Scribesand Poarifies are con-
demned, becanfe they laid vpon mens fhoul-
ders the burthens of their traditions,as means
of Gods worthip & things binding cenlciéce.
Argu.3.4iE15.28,29.0t ftcrscs goodunto vs

€5 the holy Ghef?, tolay no more burden on e you then
thefe neceffarythings, that ye abftame from things
offeredto idols, andblood, andthat ywhich is ffran-
| gled,andfornication. Here (fay they)the Apo-
1 ftles by the inflin¢t of the holy Ghoft make a
:new law not for this orthat refpect, but fimply
I'to binde the confeiences of the Gentiles, that
Ithey might bee exercifed in obedicnce. And
ehis is prooued, becaufetie Apoftles cail this
\1aw a burden,and cail the things prefcribed, ne-
(ceffarie: and 8. Luke tcarmes them, the Com-
< mandements of the eApsfiles : and Chryfoftone
! calsthe Epiftle fent tothe Church, Jmperinm,
|that is, a lordly charge. To this they adde the
| teltimonie of Terenliian, Origen, o Augnftine.
rf. Thooghall be graunted.hat the law is a
burden impofed, a precept of tne Apoftles, a
charg; aine, thatthings required therein
arencczflarie : yetwill itnot follow by good
cbicquent, that this law fimply bindescon{ci-
ence,becanfe it was giuen with a referuatio of
Chriltianlibertie,{o as out of the cafe of fean-
dall, thatis , ifno offence were giuen to the
weake Iewcs,it might freely be omirted. And
that will appeare by thefe reafonss Firftof all
Peterfjith, thatit isatempting ot God to im-
pofe vponthe Gentiles the yeke ¢f Tewith ce-

i remonies: he therefore mult needs be contra-
rie to himiclfe, it he intend to binde mens con-
fticnces to z2bfivence from that which is
ftrangled,blood,and things offercd to fdols. A
replic is madg, that this abftinence is preferi-
bed,pot by the ancient law of Mofes, butby a
new Ecclefiafticall or Apoftolicall authority.
I anfwer againe, that a Mofaicall ccremonic is
fiilthe fame thing, thoughit be ftablifhed by
ancw anthoritie. And whereas Chrift by lus
death put an ende to the ceremoniall law, itis
abfurd tothinke that the Apofilesby their au-
thority reviued fome part of it again, & bound
mens coniciences thercto. Secordly 5 the
Churchot God inall places fuffered this com-
mandement to ceafe, which the faithfuli fer-
uants of God would neucr bare done, if they
had beene perfwaded that this law had bound
confcience fimply. dtisanfwered that this law
| ceafed notbeeanfe the gining of cfience vito
.the Tewes ceafed,but becavfc it ceafed vainer.
"fally: yea, but it could not hane ceafed vaincra
Jfadly,itithad bound confcience, fpcially con-
fidering it was propounded to the Chuxch
|without any mention or limitation of time.
\Thirdly,Panl was prefent inthis Councel:and
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knew the intent of the law very weli, & therc-
tore no doubt he did not inany o€ i
gaine-fay the fame. This becire guanited, 1t
cannot bee, that this fhould binde confcience
out of the cafe of cffence , for be teacheth the
Corinthians that things offcred to Idol. may
be eaten, fo be it the weake brother be not of.-
fended. Heere it isanfwered, that when Paul
waitthis 1.Epift.to the Corinthians,thiscem.
mandement of the Apoftles touching things
frangled and blood was not come vato them,
Well;to grant all this,which cannot be preo-
ued let it be anfivered, why Pau! did not now
deliver it, & why hedelivereda do@rin con-
trary to that which he had decreed at Terufa-
lem,which was that the Gentiles fhonld abfo-
lutely abftaine from things offered to Idols.
As forthe teftimonies of the fathers they are
abufed. Indeede Tertullian faith plainely, that
Chriftians in his daies abftained from eating
of blood,and he perfivades men to continue in
fodoing, becaufc he is of opinion (beeingin-
deede farre deceived)that this very law of the
Apoftles muft lafk to the end of the world s
which conceit if the Papift hold not, what
meane they to build vpon him ?# Origen faith,
that this law was very neceffary in his daies:
and no macuell. For by Idolithytes he vnder-
ftands not things that haue bin offered to I-
dols, & arcafterward broughtto priuate hou-
fes,or tothe market,as other common meats;
buthe vndcrftands things that remaine con-
fecrated toidols & are no-wherc elfe ved but
in their téples;which we grant with him muft
iorcucr be anasded as meanes & inftruments
of idolarry., Whereas thelaw of the Apoftles
fpeakes onely of the firflt kinde. Asfor things
iirangled and tlood , he takesthem to be the
diuelsfood:and for this caufe he approues ab-
itinence from them. And whereas eAugufine
faith, that it is a good thing to abftaine from
things cffcred to idols, though it be innecefsi-
ty; he muft be vnderftood of the firft kinde of
Idolithytes which are yet remaining in the I-
dol-temples ftill confecrated vnto them, and
not of the fecond, of whichthe Apoftics Jaw
(as I hauc faid ) muft be voderftood.
Argum.4. Job.21.16. Chrift faith to Perer,
Feedemy fheepe : thatis , as the word impor-
teth feede aud rule my fheepe. Anfiv. This
feeding and ruling ftands not in the making
new lawes, butinteaching and gouerning the
Church of God according to the doctrine
which they had receiued frd Chrift. *And this
action of fecdingis afcribed toall Chriftians,
Reuel, 2. 27. whocannot thereupon challenge
apowcr of making lawes to the confcience.
Argum., 5. Joh.z0.21. Asmy father fent mee,
fo1fendyar: But Chrift was fent of his father
notonely with power of preaching and mini-
ftringthe Sacraments, but alfo with authority
of commanding and giuing iudgement. /.
Ifthis kinde of reafoning may and , all the
Apottles fhall be made redecmers : for they
wereal fentas Chrilt was,and he was fent not

1.Cor,

18.9.

| Apel
slde i

Pudiciy,
{ Coria

Celllibg|

Fpitig
a‘r Putl]
coln.

onely!




~—a

e Treatife of Confeience.

- 527

but alfo to effet and worke the fame. Ifthis
be abfurd, then it isaflac abufing of Scripture
to gather from this faying of Chrift, thatthe
Apoftles had power of binding confcicce be.
caufe he had fo. Itistrue indeed rthacthere isa
fimilitude or analogic betweene the calling of
Chriftand his Apottles,but it wholly (tandsin
thefe points: Chrift was ordained to his office
\before all worlds, and fo were the Apoftles :
! Chrift was called ofhis Father immediatly,&
|fo werethey of Chrift: Chrift was fent to the
whole world,and fowere they: Clirift recei-
ued all power in heauen and earth as beeing
tneceffaric for amediatour ; and they received
tan extraordinarie authoritie from him with
{fach a plentifull meaforc of the fpirit as was
neceflarie for the Apoftolical fun@ion.Laftly,
Chrift was fent euenas hee was man to bee a
teacher of the Iewes: and therefore heis cal-
fed the minifter of circumcifion, Rom. 15. 8.
and fo the Apottles are fent by him to teach
the Gentiles. Thus farre is the comparifon to
be inlarged,and nofurther, Andthatno man
might imagine that fome part of this refem-
blance ftandes in a power of binding confci-
cnce,Chrilt hath puta fpecialexception,when
he faith; Goe teach all nations, teaching them
toobferuc al things that 1 hauc commsnded you,
and not commandements of your owne.
Argam.6« Rom.13.2. Whofoeucr refifteththe
power,refifteth the ordinance of God and they that
refift (hall receine tothemfelues indgement:and, 5.
|yecmift bee [ibictt not onely for wrathybut alfo for
confeiense fake. Anf. Magiftracie indeede is an
ordinance ot God to which we owc fubiectio,
buthow far fubicélionis due,there isthe que-
{tion, Forbody and goads and outwatd con-
uctfation, I grancall: buta fubieGtion of con-
fcience to mens lawes, 1 deny. And betweene
thefetwo there is 1 great difference:to be fub-
iectto authority suconféience; and to be fabie@
to it forconfésence, as will be manifeft if we doce
but confider the phrafe of the Apoftle , the
meaning whereof is,that we mult performe o-
bedience not only for anger, that is, for the a-
uoiding of punifhment, but alfo for the auoi-
ding of finne, and fo by conféquent for auoi-
ding a breach in confcience. Now this breach
isnot properly made becaufe manslawis neg-
lected, but becaufe Gods law is broken which
ordaineth magiftracie,& withall bindes mens
confciences to obey their lawfull commande-
ments. And the damnation that is due vato
men for refifting theordinance of God comes
not by the fingle breach of magiltrates com-
'maundement, but by atranfgrefsion of Gods
Jaw whicli appointeth magiltrates and their
;authority. To this anfwer Papifts replic no-
thing that isof moment. Therfore I proceed.
| Argam.7.x.Cor.q.21. What will you? that 1
comeuntowith arodde, or inthe [pirit of mccknes?
Now this rodde is a iudiciall power of punifh-
(ingoffinnes. Anf. For the regiment and pro-
;tection of Gods Church, there bee two rods
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;)nly to preach the redemption of mankinde ,)A mentioned in Scripture : the red of Chri:”t‘,

and the Apoftolicall rod. Therod of Chrift
is tearmed a rodof yron,ox the rodof his moieh &
it fignifics that abfolute and foveraigiie power
which Chrift hath cuer his creaturesswhereby
heis ableto conuert and faue them, or to for-
fake and deftroy them. And itisa peculiar pri-
uiledge ofthis rodde to fimite and wourd the
confcicnce. The Apoftolicall rod was 2 cerw
taine extraordinarie power,whereby God in.
abled them to plague and punifh rebellious
oftenders with grieuons indgements , not in
their foules but in their bodies alone. With
teisrod Pawlfmote Elimasblind, and Peser
fmote Ananias and Sephira with bedily deati,
And it may be that Panl by his power did gine
vp the inceftuous man, when he was excomu.
nicate, to be vexed in his body and tormented
i by the diuel: but that by this rod the Apoftics
could fmite confcience, it cannot be prooucd.
Argum.8. 1.Tim. 3.2. Panl made 2 lar thas
none hauing two wines fhould be ordasneda Bifhop:
Now thislaw is pofitiue & Ecciefiafticall,and
bindesconfcience. Asf. Paul isnot the maker
of this law, but God himfelfe, who ordained
that in mariage not three but twoalone fhould
beoncflefh s and that they which ferue at the
alter of the Lord,thould be holy.And to grant
that thislaw were anew law befide the writ-
ten word of God, yet doth it not follow that
Panlwas the maker of it; becaufe he vied inot
todeliucrany dodrine tothe Churches but
which he receined of the Lord.
Argum.g.Luk:10.16. Hewhich hearethyou,
heareth me.oAnfiv. Thefe words properly con-
cerne the Apoftles, and doe notin like man-
ner bc&ong tothe Paftors and teachers of the
Chutch. And the end of thefe words is not to
confirme any Apoftolicall authority in ma.
king lawes to the confeience 3 but to fignific
the priviledge whichhe had vouchfafed them
aboue allothers , thathe would fo farre forth
afsift them with his fpirit,that they thould not
crre or be deceiued in teaching and publifh-
ing the do@rine of faluation , though othee-
wifethey were finful men: according to Mae.
10-20.1¢ 45 not you that fpeak bas the birit of your
| fatherwhich fpeakcth i you, And the promife to
be ledinto all truth, was dire@ed vnto them.
Argum. 10. 1 Cor.11.2. I prasfe you that yor
keepe mty commandements. Anfw, Panl delinered
nothing of hisowne concerning the fubftance
of the doctrine of faluation and the worfhip
of God, but that which heg receiued from
Chrift. The precepts here meant are nothing
elfe but rales of decencie and comely orderin
the congregation : and thoughthey were to be
obeyed, yct Pauls meaning was notto bind a-
ny mans confcience therewith. For of grearer
mateers he faich,This I peake for yourcommods.-
tse,andnot tointangleyou in a fnare,1 Cor.7.35.
Argum. 11+ Conncelsof auncient Fathers
when they command or forbid any thing, doe
it with threatning of a curfe rothe offenders.
Anfwer, The Church in former time viedto

_Yy3

annexc




Lufeblib
§.26.
Sozim.
lar.caps
19.

Euflib g,
capyi¥y

Hieson.
Tepftag,

2d Laie,

A Treatifeof Confcience.

annexe voto her Canons the cur{e dnathema,
becanfe things decreed by them were indeed,
orat the leaft thought to be the willand word
of God : and they had refpec tothe faying

:of Paxl. } f any teach otherwife,though hee be

an Angell from heauen,, let him be accurfed.
Thercfore Councels in this a&ion were no
morz but infruments of Godro accurfe thofe
whom he firit had accarfed.

Argum. 12. Anact indifferent if itbe com-
manded, ismade neceflariesand the keeping of
itis the pra&ife of vertue, therefore encry law
bindes confciencetoafinne. e47/w. Ana& it
felfeindifforent, becing commanded by muns
law, itis rot made fimply neceffary, for that is

aswuch as Gods law doth or can dog, but on-
Uyin fome part, thatis, fofasre forthas the
{ {aid aQ or aétionsteads to maintaine and pre-
| ferue the good end for which thelaw is made.
1 And though the altion bec in thisregard ne-
! ccffaries yet doth it Rl remaine. indiferent,
asitis confidered init felfe out of the ende of
| the law: fo as if peace,the common good,and
- comely order may bee maintained,and all of-
jfence auoided by any other meanes,, the acte
{ may be douc or riot done without finne before
{ Ged. For whereas God himfelfe hath ginen li-
{ berey and freodome inthe vie of things indif-
ferent,the Luw of man doth not take away the

fime, butonely moderate and order the oucr-

common vieof itfor the commongood.

& conmandementof men: and this law binds
confcience fimply:for the ancicne fathershaue
called ita TraditionApoftolical,and make the
keepingof itto be neccflarie, and the not kee~
pingot it a finnc,and punifh the offenders with
cxcommunication. /. 1t is plaine & him
that wil notbe obftinate that lent faft was not
commanded inthe primitiue Church, but was
frecly atmens pleafures,and in feuerall Chur-
ches diverfly bothin regard of place or time,
asalfoin refpet of diucrfitic of meats. lerena.
#siu his Epilile to Victor cited by Eufebins
faith , Seme baue thought that they muft faft one
day.fome twodayes. fomemore fome qo.boures day
anduight, which dinerfitse of fafting commendeth
the vnity of faseh.Spiridion a good mandid eate
flefhin lent,& canfeeh his guelt codo the fame,
& this he did vpon iudgement becaufe he was
perfwaded out of Gods word,that tothe clean
allthings were cleance And Enfebius records,
thiat Montanys the heriticke was the firft chat
preferibed folemne and fet lawes for fatting.
And whereas this faltis called an Apoftolical
tradivion, it is no great matter, for it was the
manner of the auncient Church in former
times to tearme rites and orders Ecclefiaftical
not fec down in the feriptures, A poftelical or-
ders, that by this meancs they mighit com-
mend them to the peoplesas Jerome telifieth;
Eunery prowsuce(faith b Jomway thinie thecontity.
tsonsof their diiceftorssobe A, poflolscalliws. And
whereas it is faid to beafinuot o faft in Lent

A

Argum.1 3. The faft of Lent ftands by a law C

as eAugufline fpeaketh) 1t is not by reafon of
15 eAug ip Y

Auguftine faich plainely , that neichcr Chrig
nor his Apoftles appointed any fet time of fa.
‘ fting: ana Chryfoffome;thar Chrift never com-

manded vsto follow his faft; but the true rea. |2

fon hereof is borrowed from the end. Forthe
primitine Church vfed not the popith faft
whichis to eate white-meat alore, but an ab.
ftinencie fromal meats,vfed fpecially to mor-
tifiethe flefh,& to prepare men before handto
aworthy receiving of the Eucharift. Andin
regard of this good end was the offence. And
Wwhereasit is faid,that auncient fathers taughe
anecefsity of kecping this faft, cuen Hierome
whom they alleadged to this purpoft, faith the
contrary. For confutingthe errour of Monta-
nits who had his fet time of faftto bee kept of
necefsity,he faith, e faft in lent according to the
ApofHes tradition asinatime meer for vs:&wedo
it not s thoaghit were not lawfull for vs to faft in
therefl of the yeare except Penticoft: bus st is one
rhingtodo athing of neceffity,and another to offera
it of free wikl. Laftly, excommunication was
for open contempt of this ordex taken vp in
the Church, which was, that menfhould faft
before Eafter for their further humiliation &
preparation tothe Sacrament. So the 29.Ca-
non of the Councill of Gangres muft bee va-
derftood. As for the Canons of| the Apoftles
(fo talfly called )and the 8.Conncil of Toledo,
L much refpe not whatthey fay in this cafe.
Argum.14. Gods authority bindes confci-
ence:Magiftraes anthority is Gods authori-
tystherfore Magiftrates authority binds con-
fcience properly. Anfiv. Godsanthority may
be taken two waics: firft, for that foueraigne
and abfolute power which hee vieth oner all
hiscreatures: Secondly, for that finite and li-
mitted power which hee hath ordained that
men fhould exercife ouer men. If the minor,
namely,the Magiftrates authority is Gods au~
thority,be taken in the firft fenfe, i is falfe:for
the foucraigae power of God is incommuni-
cable.If it be taken in the fecond fenfe,the pro-
pofirion is falfe. For there be fundry authoritics
ordained of God, asthe authoritie of the fa-
ther oucr achilde, of the mafter ouerthe fer-
uant, the authoritic of the mafter ouer his
{choller, which doe bind in confcienceas the
authoritic of Gods lawes doth.
By thefe arguments which 1 haue now an-
fwered, and by many other being but lightly
skanned, it willappeare that neceffaric obe-
dience is to bee performed both to ciuill and
Ecclefiatticall inrifdiction ; but that they hauc
a conftraining power to binde confcience,
and that properly as Gods lawes doc, itisnot
yet prooued,neither canbe;as I will make ma-
nifeft by other arguments.
Argum. 1. Hee that makes a law binding
confcience to mortall fin, hath power, if not
to faue,yet to deftroy: becaufe by finne,which
follows vpo thetranfgrefsio of hislaw, comes
death& damnation. But God isthe only law-
giuer thathath this priniledge ; which is,after
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{hehath giuen his law , vpou the breakingor | A1 with Chrift, yee arc fice from the elemaentsof the

|keeping thereof,torfaue or deftroy, /aw.4.12.
| There 15 one Law gincr that can fane or deftroy.
{Therefore Ged alone makes lawes binding
‘confcience properly , and ndcreature can doc
ithelike. Anfwer ismadethat S, Lames fpeakes
‘of the principall Law-giuer, that by hisowne
! proper authoritie makes lawes, and doth in
{fach manner faue and deftroy , that he neede
‘not feare to be deftroyed of any : and that hee
{fpeakes not of fecondary law-giuers that are
:deputies of God,and make lawes in hisname.
i1fay againe , that thisanfwer ftands not with
{thetext. For S. James fpeakes fimply without
dittinétion,limitation,or exception: and the
Ieffe@t of bis reafon isthis. No manatall muft

{lander his brother , becanfe no man muft bee
iudge of thelaw : andnomancanbeiudgeof’|
the law, becaufec nomancanbea law-giuerto |
faue or deftroy. Now then whxe bee thofe ‘l
perfons that fhall make lawes to the foulesof |
men, and binde them vato punithment of
mortall finne ; confidering that God alone is
the faving and deftroying Law-giner ?
Argum. 2. Hehat can make lawesas true-
ty binding confcience as Gods lawes, can alfo>
prefcriberules of Gods worfhip : becanfe to
binde the confcience, is nothiog clfe but to
caufe it to excufe for things that are wel done,
and therefore truely pleafe God;and to accufe
for fin, whereby God isdifhonoured : butno
man can prefcriberalesof Gods worthip; and
humanc lawes, as they are humane lawes, ap-
point not the feruice of God. Ef#.29.1 3. Their
feare towards mee was tanght by the precept of
men. Matth.15.9 Theyworfhip mein vainetean
ching doétrine which are the commandements of
men. Papifts here make anfwer,that by lawes
of menwe muft voderftand fach lawes as be

velawfull or vnprafitable , being made with.-
out the authoritic of God , or inltin@ of his
fpirit. Itistrueindeede, that thefe comman-
dements of men were vnlawfull: but the canfe
muft be confidered ; they were volawfull not
becaufe they commanded that which was vo-
lawfull & againft the will of God, but becaufe
things in themfelues lawfull were comman-

outward partof thecup or platter, & to wath
handsbefore meat, are things in refpect of ci-
uill vie very lawfull, and yet arc thefe bla-
med by Chrilt,and no gther reafoncan beren-
dred but this ; that they were prefcribed not
asthings indifferentor civill, but as matters
pertaining to Gods worfhip. It isnot again(t
Gods word in fome politicke regards to make
diftin@ions of meates,and drinkes,and timess
yet Paxl calles thefe things, dectrines of diucls,
ibecaufe they were commanded as things
J wherein God fhould be worfhipped.

| Argum. 3. God hathnow in thenew Telta-
:ment ginena libertic to the confeience,where-
! byitis freed from all lawes of his owne what-

dedas parts of Gods worthip. To wah the |

“focuer , excepting fuch lawes and do@rines as
are neceflary to falnation, Col. 2. 20.1f ye be dead

{ Chrift hath freedyon , andbe not againie vazangled

1

2 " 2
; God himfelfe, cannot be renoked or repealed

| &ionto the lawes of finful! men.

 theughs,wil,affeQions,defires,and facultics,

world, G. al.s 1. Stand {yein the libertic whercwith

with the yoke of bondage. Now it humane lawes
madeatter the grantof this libertie, bind con-
fcience of themfelues , then muft they either
take away the forefaid liberty,or diminifh the |
fame;but thar they canuot doe: for that which
is graunted by an higher authorivic , namely,

by the inferiour authoritie of any man. Itis
anfwered, that this freedome is oncly from che
bondage of finne, from the curfe of the morall
law, from the ceremoniall and iuciciall law
of Mofes,and not from the la wes of our
riours. And I anfiveragaine, that it is abford
to thinke that God giues vs libertic in confci-
euce from any of his owne lawes,and yet will |
haue onr confeiences {till ro remainc in fabic-

Argum. 4. Whofoeuer binds confcicnce,
commands confcience. Forthe bond is made
bya commandement vrging confciencetodoe
his dutie,which is to accufe or excu for cuill
or welldoing. Now Gods lawes command
confcience in as much as they are fpiriuall
commanding body and-fpirit, with all the

& requiriagobedienceof them all, according
to their kinde. As for the lawes of men,they
want powerto command confcience. Indeede
ifit were pofSible for our goucrnours by law
to command mens thoughts and affetions,
then alfo might they command confiicnce :
butthe firft is not pofsible, fortheirlawescan
reach no further thento theontward man,thar
is,to body and goods, with the fpeeches and
deedsthereof': and the end ofthem all, is not
o maintaine fpirituall peace of confcience ,
whichisbetweene manand God,but only chac
externall and ciuill peace whichis betweene
man and man. And it were not meet that men
fhould command cenfcicnce » which cannot
fee confeience,, and iudge of all her a@ions,
which appeare not outwardly , and whercof
there be no witneffes,but God and the confci-
ence of the doer. Laftly, menare not fit com-
manders of confcience, becaufe they areno
Lords of i, but God himfelfe alone.

Argum. 5. Meninmaking lawes are fabie&
to ignorance and errour : and therefore when
they haue made alaw(asneere as pofsibly they
can)agreeable to the equitie of Gods Jaw, yet
can they notaffurethemfelues and others, that
they haue failed in nopoint or circumftance.
Therefore it is againft reafon, that humane |
lawesbeing fubieé to defeds, faults, errours, |
and manifold imperfe@ions, fhould truly bind |
conicience, as Gods lawes doe,which are the i
rule of righteonfncfle. All gouernours in the |
world (by reafonthattothetr old Lawes, they |
are conftrained to put reftrictions, amplifica-|
tions,and modifications of all kinds,with new

readingsand interpretations)vpon theie daily |
experience fee & acknowledge this ro be true |

[
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falfcly rearmed ) which perfivades himfelfoto
haue when he is io his Confiftory, fuch anin-
fallitle afsiftance of the {pirit , that he cannot
pofsibly erre inindgement,

Argum, 6. 1f mens lawes by inward vertue
bind confcience properly asGods lawes, then
our dury is to leatne,ftudy,& remember them
!as well as Gods lawes: yea Mivifters mufk bee
| difigent to preach them, asthey are diligent
inpreacking the dodtrine of the Gofpel : be-
caufe cuery one of them bindes to mortall
finuc , as the Papifts teach. But that they
fhould be taught and learned as Gods lawes,
itismoft abfurd in theindgement of all men,
Papiftsthemfelues not excepteds

Argum.=. Inferionr authoritie cannot bind
the fuperior : now the courts of men and their
authoritic are voder confeience. For God in
the heart of cuery man hath erected a tribu-
i nall feat, and in bis{tead he hath placed nei=
thier Saint nov Angcl, nor any other creature
whatfocuer,but confcience it felfe,who there~
fore isthe highelt Iudge that is or can be va-
derGod; by whoftdirecion alfo courtsare
Lepr,and lawes are made.

Thus muchofthe Popithopinion: by which
itappeares that one of the principall notesof
Aatichrilt agrees fitly to the Pope of Rome.
Paul 3 Thef]. 2.4. makesita fpeciall propertie
of Antichilt to exalt himfelfe againft or a-
boue all that is called God, or worfhipped.
Now what doth the Pope clfe, when hetakes
vponhim authoriticto make fuch laws as thal
bind the conftience, as properly and traely as
Gadslawes? and whatdothhe elfe whenhee
afcribes to himfelfe power to free mens con-

C

fciences from the bond of fuch lawes of God, |
asare vnchangeable ? a5 may appeare ina Ca- |
non of the Councill of Trent s the words are |
thefe.If any fhall fay,that thofe degrees of confan-
guiniticthat be expreffedin Leusticus,do only hin-
der matrivsony to be made,¢5break st being made, |
andthat the Church cannot dipenfe with fome of |
thean or approouc that more degrees may hinder or ‘
breake marriage,let him be accurfed, O facrilegi-

ousimpicty! confidering the lawes of affinitic |

or iudicial lawes peculiar tothe Tewes,butthe |
very lawes of nature,what s that Canon clfe, i
but a publike Proclamation to the world that
the Pope 8 Church of Romedo fit as Lords,
orratheridols in the hearts and confeiences
of men?This will yetmore fully appearc toa-
ny man,if we reade popifh bookes of pratticall |
or Cafe. Diuinitie, in which the common man-i‘
ner is,to binde confcicnce where God loofeth |
it,and to loofe where hebinds ; buta declara- |
tion of thisrequires longtime. {
Now I come(as necre as pofsibly ¥ can)to |
fet downe the true mancr,how mens lawes by i
the commoniudgement of Dinines, may bec |
fidto bind confcicnce. That this point may |
be cleared , two things muft be handled. By

& confanguinity, Len.1 8.are not ceremoniall,

ey bind,andhow farre forth.

whichI fay , ) (;xui;g tl_'x:—i’\ifhop of Rome (o' A1 Touching the meanes, I fec downethis rule.

{Wholefome laws of men,made of things indifferent,
[ fofar.forth bind confeience by vertngof the gene.
rall commandement of God , which ordaineth 1 he
Magiftrates anthiritse : that whofoener fall wir.-
ringly and willingly, with a difloyall minde, either
breakor omit fuch lawes 15 guilty of finbefore God,

By wholefometawes, 1 vnderltand fuch pofi
| tiue conftitutions , as are not againft the law
of God , and withall tead to maintaine the
peaceable eftate and common good of men,

Furthermore, 1 adde this clanfe , made of
thingsindifferent , to notethe peculiar matter
whereof humane lawes properly intreate:
namely , fuchthingsasare neither expreflely
commanded or forbidden by God.

Now fuch kinde of lawes haueno vertue or
power inthemfelues to conftraine confcience,
but they binde onely by vertue of an higher
commandement, Ler exery fonlebe fubictt to the
bigher powers, Rom.13.1. o, Honourfather and
mother, Exod, 20.12., whichcommandements
binde vsin confCience to performeobedience
tothe good lawes of men. As Peter faith, Sib-
mit your [elnes to enery humane ordsnance for the
Lord,x Pet,2.13. that is,forcenfeience of God, as
he faithafterward,v.19.whereby he fignifieth
two things : firlt,that God hath ordained the
authoritie of gouernours ; {econdlys that hee |-
hathappointed in his word,and thereby bound
men in confcience to obey theirgouernours
lawfull commandements.

Ifthe cafe fall out otherwife, ascommonly
itdoth , thathumane lawes be not enaccd of
things indifferent , but of things thatbe good
in themfelues,that is,comanded by God; then
are they not humane propetly, but dinine laws.
Mens laws intreating of things that are moral.
4y good, 8 the parts ot Gods worfhip,are the fame
withGods lawes:& therfore bind confcience,
not becaufe they were enacted by men, but
becaufe they were firft made by God: men be-
ing no more but inftruments and minittersin
his nameto reuive,renew,and to putin execu-
tion fuch preceptsagd lawes as prefcribe the
worfhip of ch,ﬁit?bg inthe pradtife of true
religion and vertue. Of thiskinde are all pofi-
tine lawes teuching articlesof faith,& the du-
ticsof the morallaw. And the man that breaks
fach lawes finnes two waies : firft,becaufe he
breakes that which is in confcience a law of
God: fecondly, becau indifobeying his law-
full Magiftrate,he difobeics the generall com-
mandement of God, torching Magiftracie.

Butif it fhall fall ont that mens lawes bec
madcof things that are euill, and forbiddenby
God, then isthere nobond of confcienceat
allbut contrariwife men are bound in confci-
| ence not to obey, Aét.4.19. And hereupon the
ithree children are commended for not obey-
1ing Nabuchaduezzar, when he ganea particu-
lar commandement vnto themto fall downe
and worfhipthe golden image,Dar.3.28.

Morcouer, inthat mans law binds not, tut
by authoritic of Gods law, hence itfollowes,

that
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that Gods law alone haththis priviledge, that
ithe breach of it fhould be a finne. S. John faith
Ig Lopift.3.4.- Sinne 5 the anomic,or tranfgreffion of
2he law,vaderftanding Gods law . Waen Dauid
Ity adulterie and murther had offended many
inen,and that many waies,be fith, Pfal. 7.4
Agasnftthee,againftthee 1 hane finned, And -

' guftine defined fin to be fomething f2id, done,
{or defired againft thelaw of God. Some mau |
| may fay,if this be fo,belike thE we may breake |
! mens lawes without fin. 1anfwer that menin
| breaking humane lawes, both may & doe fin;
butyetnot fimply, becaufe they breake them,
but becaufe in breaking them , they doe alfo
breake the law of God. The breach of alaw
maft be confidered two waies. Firftas itisa,
trefpafle, hindrace,iniurie,damage 5 & inthis |
refped itis committedagainft menslawes: fe~ |
condly,the breach of a law muft becofidered ;
asitis afin,and o it is only againft Gods law, l
which appoints obedience tothe Magiftrate. |
The fecond poing, namely , How farre forth |
mens lawesbind confcience, I explane onthis |
manner. It isall thatthe lawes of God doe or |
cando, to bind confcience fimply & abfelute- |
Iy Therefore humane lawes bisd not fimply of |
themfelues,but fo far forth as they arcagreea=
bleto Geds word,ferue for the comon good,
ftand with good orders, and hindernot the lia |
bertie of confcience. The necefSitie of the law
arifeth of the necefsitie of the good end tiiere- |
of. And as the end is good & profitable more C
or lefle,fo is thelaw it {c!fe neceffarie more or |
lefle- Mens lawes are like their teftimonics , |
which neither proouc nor difprooue of them-
felues,but borrow all the ftrength which they |
hate to conftraine, fromthe truth, wifedome, |
and fidelizie of them that beare witnele. |

Henge it followeth that a man may do any :
thing befide humane lowes & coftitations with-
out breach of confcience. For it we fhall omit !
the doing of any law, 1. without hindrance of
the end & particular confideratids, for which ‘
the law was made: 1 L.without offence gining, |
asmuchas invslyeth : I11. without contempt
of himthat made thelaw,we are not to be ac- 1
cufed of finne. Example. In time of warre,the '
Magiftrate of the citic commandsthatnoman 1
fhal openthe gates:the end is,that the citie & |
enery member thercof may be infafetie. Now
itfalles out that cextaine citizens, being vpon'’
occafion without the citie, are purfued by the |
encmy,and in danger of their liues. Hereupon |
fome man without any morc ado opencththe |
gate ro reskne them. The queltion is,whether
hichath tinned,or no. And the truth is,he hath
ot : becaufe he did not hinder theend of the
Law but rather furcher it,& that without fcan-
dallto men, or contempt to the Magiftrate.

And this ftands euen by the cquitie of Gods
word. God madealaw,thatthe Prieltsonely ‘
fhould eate of the Shew-bread:now Danidbe -
ing no prieft, did vpon vrgent occafion cate
of it without fin. It chis betruc in Gods law, |
then it may alfo be truc inthe lawes of men, |

A thatthey may infome cafcs be omiczed with-

out finne againft Ged.
| Neither muft this feeme ftrange. For as
| thereis akeeping ofalaw , andabreakingof
i the fame ; fo there is a middle or meane action
 betweene them both , which is todoe athing
1 (#) befide thelaw,and that wichout finne.
i Toproceede further, mens lawes be either
| Ciuil or Ecclefiaftical. Ciuil laws,are for their |
| fubftance determinations of neceffary & pro-
fitable circumftances , tending to vphold and |
maintaine the commandements of the fccond
table. Morefpecially , they preferibe whatis
to be done, and what is to be left vadone,tou-
ching actions both ciuill and criminall, tou-
ching offices & bargaines of all forts, &c. yea
they conclude, inioyne,and command not an-
|ly fuch affairesas be of fmall importance, but
{alfothings & a@ions of great waigh, tending
J to maintaine common peace,ciuill fociety,and
i the very ftate of the common wealth. Now
i fuchlawesbind fo farre forth, that albeit they
be omitted without any apparant {candall or
contempt , yetthe breach of them isa finbe-
fore God.Take this example-A fubie¢t in this
land, vpon pouerty, or vpon acauctous mind,
againft the good law of the land, coynes mo-
ney,whichafterward by afleight of his wit, is
cunningly conueyed abroad intothe hands of
men , and isnot cfpicd. Here is no enident
offence giuen to any man, nor open contempe
{fhewed tothelaw-giucr:and yet in this action
I e hath finned, in that clofely, otherwife then
! he ought to haue done, he hath hindred the
gaod cf the common- wealth ; and robbed the
{oueraigne Prince of his right.

Ecclefiafticall lawes,are certaine neceffarie
and profitable determinations of circumttan-
cesof the commandements of the firft Table.
I fay herecircumftances, becaufc all doGrines
pertaining to the foundation and good eftate
of the Church, asalfothe whole worfhip of
God, are fet downe and commande.: in the |
written word of God,& cannot be preferibed |
and concluded otherwife by !l the Churches
in the world. As for the Creeds and Contefsi- |
ons of particular Churches , they are in fub-
ftance Gods Word , and they binde not in
confcience by any power the Charch hath,
but becaufe they arethe Wo-d oi God. i

The lawes then which the Ciurch in pro-
per fpeechis faid to make,avedecrees concer-
ning outward order and comelinefiein the ad-
miniftcationof the word and Sacraments, in
| the meetings of the Congregation, &c. And
{ fuch laws made according to the generall rale |
1 of Gods word, (wrichrequires thatall things |
' be done to edification, in comcljugﬂl‘, forthe !
‘auoyding of offercc) are neceflarieto be ob-!
 ferucd, and the word of God binds all men to
Ithem , fofarre forth as the keeping of them !
' maintaincs decznt order , and prenents open'
.offcncc. Yetif a law concerning fone exter-
{nal rite or thing indifferent, be at fnmctin}c,or
pon fome occalion omitted;no offencegtuen, |
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nor contempt fhewed to Ecclefiaftical autho-

rity, thercis no breach made inthe cdfcience,
& thatappeares by the example before hand-
led. The Apofties guided by the holy Ghoft,
made a decrec for the anoyding of offence,ne-
ceffarie to be obferued, namely, that the Gen-
tiles fhould abfaine from things ftrangled &
blood, & Idolithytes ; and yet Panlout of the
cafe of feandal & contempt, permits the Co-
rinthiansto do otherwife, 1 Cor.8.& 9.which
he wold not haue done, ifto dootherwife out
of the cafe of fcandal & contempt,had bin fin.

Againe , lawes are cither mixt or meerely
penall. Mixt,are fuch lawes asare of waightie
marters, and are propounded incommanding
or forbidding tearmes: and they according to
the good intentid of the Law-giuer, bind men
firft of all to obedience,for the neceffary good
of humane focieties: and fecondly,to a punith-
ment, ifthey obeynot ; that afupply may be
made of the hindrance of the common good.
Inthe breach of this kinde of lawes, though a
man bee ncuer fo willing to fuffer the punifh~
ment,yet that wilnot difcharge his confcience
before God,when he offcnds. 1fa mancoyne
money with.this minde , to be willing to die
when he is conui@ted, yet that will not free
him frema fin inthe aion,becaufe Godslaw
bindes vs not onely to fabiection in bearing
of punithment , but alfo to obedience of his
bare commandement, it being lawfull though
he fhould fet downe no punithment.

A law meerely ponall isthat, which being
made of matters of lefle importance,, and not
vtered precifely in cémanding tearmes, doth
onely declare and fhew what is to be done, or
conditionally require this or that with refpet
to the punifhment,on this manner.Ifany per-
fondoc thisor that, then he fhall forfeit thus '
or thus. This kinde of law binds efpecially to '
the punifhment, and that is the very intentof |
the Law-giuer, & hethat is ready in omitting |
thelaw to pay the fine or punithment,is not to |
be charged with finne before God : the penal-
tie being anfwerable to the loffe that comes
by the neglect ofthelaw. Here a queftion may
be demanded : whether a man thathath taken
hisoathtokeepeallthe lawes or orders of any
towne or corporation,& yet afterwardsomits |
the doing of fome of them;be periured orno ?
The anfwer may bethis,that the lawes of cuc.
ry focietic and corporation muft bediftingui-
fhed. Some arevery weightic(as I haue faid)
being of tne very foundation and ftate of the
body;{o as it cannot well ftand without thems
and whofoeuer wittingly and willingly breaks
any of thefe(they being good and lawful )can-
not be freed from periurie. Againe, there be
lawes of leffer importance, thattend onely to
maintaine decent orderand comelineft inthe
focieties of men ; and they are of that nature,
that the eftate of the corporation or towne
may ftand withoutthem: and whofoeuer vpon
occafion omits the doing of any of thefe, is not
therefore periured , o be ithee carry a loyall

A'minde, and be content to

B

C |fertory, or promifforie. Affertory,by whicha
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pay the fine or pe-
jnalty.For fuch kinde of order and conttituri.
1 ons require firft of all obndience,and ifthat be
omitted;they require a mul@ or fine : which,
if it be willingly payed, the law is fatisfied.

Thus wee fee how farre forth mens lawes
bind confcience. The vfe of this point is this :
firft, hence we learne that the immunitie of}
the Popith clergic, whereby they take them-
felues exempted from ciuill courts, and from
civill authoritie in_criminall caufes, hath no
warrant: becanfe Gods commandements bind
eucry man whatfoeuer , to bee fobiect to the
Magiltrate,Rom.x1 3.1. Let enery fnle be [ubiett
to the higher powers. 11. Hence wee fee alfo
whatnotorious rebelsthofe are, that beeing
borne fubies of this land , yet choofe rather
to diethento acknowledge(as they are bound
inconfcience) the Kings Maieftie to bee fu-
preame gouernor vnder God in all caufes and
oucrall perfons. T11. Laftly, we aretanght
hereby to be willing to giue fibie@ion,obedi-
ence, reuerence, and all otherdutiesto Magi-
ftrates , whether they bee fuperiour or inferi-
our: yea with cheerefulneffe to pay taxes and
fubfidies,, and all fuch lawfull charges as are
appointed by them. Giseto Cafarthat whichis
Cafars,andto Godthat whichis Gods. Ginetoall
men their duties: tribute toywhom tribute: cuffome
to whomcuftome Rom.13.7.

Now tollowesthe Oathswhichis cither af.

man auoucheth that a thing was done or not
done. Promiffory, by whicha man promifeth
to doea thing ornot to doe it Of boththefe T
meanc to fpeake : but fpecially of the fecond.
And here two points muft be confidered , the
firt,oy what meanes anoath bindeth ; the fe-
cond. when it bindeth,

An oath bindeth by vertue of fuch particu-
lar commardements, as require keeping of!|
oathes Luwfuliy taken. Numb.30.3. Whofoener
\fivearerh anoath tobindhis fouleby aboud,he  fhall
not breake bis word, bus fbalS doe according ro all
thas procecds ont of his monsh,

This being fo,a queftionmay be made whe-
therthe @ath of Infidels bind conftience, and
by what vertue , confidering they neither
know the Scriptures,nor the true God? Anfiy.
They 2 doe bind in confcience. For example :
lacob and Laban make a couenant confirmed
by oath. Jacob fweares by the true God, Laban
by the gods of Nackor , thatis, by hisidols :
Now Zuzob,though he approoue not the forme

belceued not Gods word reuealed to the Pa- i
triarkes , yet he wasbound in confcience to'
keepehis oath,euen by the law of nature : and
though he knew notthe true God, yet hee re-
puted the falfe God of Nachor to bethetrue
God, Gen. 31. 530

Againe, it alawfull oath by vertue of Gods
commandements binde confcience, then it
muft needs bethat the Romane Church hath

- o P I:
ofthisoath, yerhe acceptsit fora cinill bond I 7
of the couenant: and ne doubt, though Labax
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longerred , inthat fheteacheth and maintai-
neththatgouernors, asnamely, the Pope and
otherinfericur bifhops,hauc power togive re-
laxations & difpenfations, not only foroathes
vnlawfull (from whichthe word of God doth
fufficiently free vs, though they fhould ncuer
giue abfolution) bur froma true & lawful oath
made wittingly & willingly withoat error or
deceir, of athing honeft and pofsible;as when
' the Pope frees the fubies of thisland, asoc-
! cafionis offered, from their fivorne allegeance
and loyatie to which they are bound not one-
ly by the law of nature, but alfo by a folemne
and particular oath to the Supremacie, which
nonc euer deemed valawfull; but fuch as carey
traitours hearts.Now this crronious dininitie
wouldeafily bee reuoked, if men did butcon-
i fider the natere of an oath, one part whereof
is inuocation, in which we pray vato God,
firft, that he would become a witnes vato ve
thatwe fpeake the truth, and purpofe notto
deceiuc; fecondly, if wee faile and breake our
promife, that he wonld take renenge vpon vs:
& in both thefe petitions we finde our felues
i diately to God himfclfe: and Ged a-
gaine,who 1s the ordainer of the oath,accepts
this bond and knittes it by this commande-
ment,til it be accomplifhed. Hence it follows,
that no creature can hauc power to vatic the
bond of anoath, thatistrucly and lawfully an
oath,vnlefle we will exalt the creatures aboue
God himfelfe. And the Iewifh teachers gaue
better councell, when they commarnded the
people to performse their oatbes tothe Lord , for
the preuenting of periurie , and our Sauiour
Chriftin that gaine-faics them not.

Next let vs confider the time whenan oath
bindeth or bindeth not.

An oath bindeth then, whenit is made of
things certaine and pofsible, in truth, iuftice,
iudgement, forthe glory of God,and the good
of our neighbour.

Queft. I. Whether doth anoath bind con-
fcience, ifby keeping of it there follow lofles
and hinderances? A/, If it be of a thing that
is lawfull, and the damages be priuate to him
that fweareth, then doeth it binde confcience.
For example: A man makes a purchafe of land
acthe fea fideshis bargaine is confirmed onely
by oath: andit falles out,that before he do en-
ter poflzfsion,the {ta breakes inand drownes
a part of that purchafe. Now hecis in confti-
ence to {tand to his bargaine, becaufe the
thing is lawfull, and the damage is private,&
great reuerence mult bee had of the name of
God which hath bin vfed in the bargaine ma-
king. Danid makes it the propertie of a good
man, tofiveare tohis owne hinderance , andnot to
change,Pful.x5 4.

Queft, 11’ Whether the oath which aman
hath taken, being induced thereto by fraude
and guile,doth bind confcience? Anf. Ifit bee
{till a thing lawfull , and bring nothing but
priuate lofles, it isto be kept. When the Gibe-
onites hadby a fraud brought fofks to make a

A

B
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league withthem, & to binde it wich an oath;
heand the Princes of the people anfwer chem
thus: We haue fworne vasothemby the Lord God
of Ifraclnowtherefore we mny not touch them, lof.
9.19.And 300.years atter,when Sanlilew cer-
taine of the Gibeonires againtt this oath, the
plague was vponthe people of Ifrael 3.years,
and waswotitaiedtil certaine perfonsof Sauls
family for arecompence were put to death, 2.
Sam.21.6.9.

Queft 111.W hether anoath made by feare
or compulfion bind in conficncz? For Exam-
ple:atheife difappointedof the bootie which
he looked for, binds thetrueman by folemne
oath,vpon paine of prefentdeath,tofetchand
deliner vito him fome portion ot money , as
100.0r 200. crownes for the redeeming of his
lite. Well, the oathis taken,and the queftion
is, whether it bind him or not to performe his
promife? Ananfwer may be this:fome a Pro-
teftant dininesthink it doth bind:fome againe
thinke " no: but I take it the fateft courfe to
hold the meane betweene both,on this maner.
The oath feemestobind, and is tobe perfor-
med:neither it is again{t the good of the com-
mon-wealth(for then it were valawfull ) but i¢
is rather a furtherance,in that a member ther-
of is preferued: and the loffes which follow
are onely prinate to the man, rather tobe en-
duredthen lofle of life. Yet thata remedy may
be had ofthis priuate iniurie , and thar a pub.
like mifchiefe may be prenented, the partic is
to reucale the matter to the Magiftrate, whofe
ofticeitisto punifh robbers, and to order all
things according to equity , for the common
good. But ifthe cafc fal out,that the mantho.
rough excecding feare, doe further fiveare to
keepe filence, 1 fee not how his oath may bec
kepr, excepthe be fare that nothing will enfue
thereof,buta priuate damage to himfelfe. For
otherwife,perpetuall filence feemesto bea fe-
cret confenting to the robber,and an occafion
thart others fall into the like danger and ha-
zard of their liues.

Againe,in fixe cafes an oath binds nothing
at all. L. If it be made of a thing that is flat a-
gainftthe word of God. For all the power of
binding which it hatb, is by the word of God:
& thertore when it is agaioft Gods wil, it hath
no powsrtocorftraine. And it is an old recei-
uedrale , that an oath muftnotbee a bond of
iniquitie. Hereupon Dausd when hee made a
tafh oathtokill Nabal and all his houfhold,
reioyced when he had occafion offered by .
bigasltobreake the fame, 1 Sam. 25. 32. And
though he fware to Shemsi, thathe would faue
his lite, Sams.19.23.yet afterward vpon bet-
ter confideration(as it may feeme) he coman-
dedhis fonne Salomonto puthimto death, as
one that hadlong agoe deferued the fame, 1.
King.2.9.And Herod was farre deceined,that
thought hee was bound by his oath to give to
the damfell Jobn Baptifts head in a platter ,
Math.1447. 11 If itbe againftthe good and
wholefome lawes of any kingdomie ox coun.
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tbeeaufe on the contrary, Gods commimdc-
| méx bindsvs tokeepthe good lawsof mé.I11.
{Ific be made by fuch perfons as want fufficiée
| reafon & difcretio,as yong childr€,fools,mad
jmea. For the confcience cannot indeede bee }
‘bound, where the vnderftanding canuot dif-
cernic what is done; 1V, 1fitbe made of fuch |
|ashaue no power tobind themfelues, it bindes |
not: becanfe it is made again(t the law of na-
ture,which is,that he which isnot m hisowne
power cannot bind himfelfe.Hence it follows,
that Papifts esre groffely: when they teach,that |
achild may enter into any rule or order of re-
ligion, yea bind himfelfe therto by oath,& the
oatlito bee good, flat againft his parents con-
fent, Nisrs.20.4.If awoman vow vntothe Lord,
bind ker [clfe by a bond,being in her fathers honfein
{téme of bieryouth,c5c.v.6 If ber facher difafiow her |
i the fame daythat be heareth all her vows e bonds, |
{they fhall not be of value. And anancient Conn- ;
cel decreed, that alchildren that vpon pretence of i
Gods worfhip [hoild depart fromzhesr parents,and
#10t doe thers dug renerencs, fhould be accnfed, Se-
condly, they erre, inthat they teach thatthe
promife made privately by a childein way of
marriage,without and againt confent of wife
and carefull parents,binds thems whereas in-
deed, ifthis promifc were fusther bound by an
oath,it could not ftand:becaufe children vnder
gouernment & tuition of parents, cannot giue
themfclues. V. Itbindes not if it bee made of a
thing that is out of amans power, asifa man
fivéare o his friend to giue him another mans
goods. VI.Ifatthe firlt it were law full and af:
terward by fome means become eitherimpof-
fible or vnlawfuil,it binds not conftience. For
whe it becomes impofsibie,then we mutt fafe-
Iy thinke, that God from heauen frees a man
from his oath. And when it begins to be vn-
lawtol,then it ccafethto bind,becaufé the bin-
ding vertue is onely in and from the word of
God. For example: A king bindes himfelfe by
oathto aforraine ChriltianPrince to find him
mznand money to defend his people againft
all enemies. This oathislawfull. Well,after-
ward the Prince becomes a profefled enemie
tohim,bis religion,and people: and then the
kings oath becoms valawful & binds him not:
becanfe the word forbids there fhould be any
league of amitie with Gods enemics: though
there may be leagues of concord with them,
Seeing alawfull oath muft bind confcicnce,
though a man be deceined, & great loffes fol-
low,it fhews in how gtat reucrence we fhold
haue Gods name,and with what careand con-
fideration take an oath, And by this wee muft
beaduertifed to take heed of cultomable fwea-
ring in our common talke, whether our oaths
be great or fmall. We muft chinke of an oath
as a part of Gods worfhip:nay,the H. Ghoft
often puts it for the whole worthip of God: E-

¢y, wherof a manisa m:éber, it bindes not at. A sand worfhip him. fer.12.16: Ifiheywill learne,

|ehe wases of my people, to[weare by my wame, The
Lerdliueth, then [hallthey be buils inthe widft of |
sy people. This feruesto thew vato vs;that fach
as giue themfElues to fwearing, want ligion
& confcience:and thatthofe families in which

there is rifenefle of oathes, abandonal care of |
religion , and banithGed out oftheir houfes.
Andindced itisa very hard thing for the com-
mon fivearer toauoyd common periutie.If we
fee a man hold vp his hand at the barre of an
carthly iudge,we pittic him,and are forrie for
him: Ohthen,why doe we notpittic blafphe-
mers and common fwearers ? For with God
they are no better thenrebels, that hold vp
their handsa the barre of his iudgement feat,
asguiltie malefactours. £x0d.20.7. Augnfline
faith well,Z hey that worfhip flocks & flomes feare
tofwearefalfelyby flones , anddoef? thou net feare
Godthat is prefee,Godshat lineth,Godthat krow..
eth,Godthat taketh renenge of contemmers? bt
badcuftome when thow are beleened thonfieareft
When none requiresit thon fivearef:andvhen mex
cannot abide st thow [weareff,

Thus much of an cath: now followesa pro-
mife,whichis either to God, or man: the firft
iscalleda vow,the fecond a fingle promite.

A vow istaken three waics. Firtt,generally
for a promife of morall obedience : and this
vow is firft made in Baptife, and continued
in the LordsSupper, as in the fpirituall cxer-
cifes of inuocation and repentance. It is cal.
led of Pet.1.Epift.3.21.the fipulation which 4
goodconfesence makesto God.

Thiskind of vow binds all and euery mem-
ber of the Church of God. And the notkee-
ping of it is the common fin of the world ; for
moft men make not ¢{ci€ce to perform that
which they haue promifed to God in Bap-
tifme:and therefore their Baptifme isbecome
vnto them thefacrifice of fooles, Ecclef.4.17.But
cofidering we are bound in confcience by this
vowslet vshereafter indeanour to be as good
as our word: and that fhall be,when we begin
todieto our fins, and rife to newnefle of life.
There is no man almoft but wil feeme to haue
care to keep touch withmen ; what a hame is
it then for vs not to keep couenant withGod?

Againe,avow is taken fora promife of ce-

iall obedience,wtk fread Nums.6.&

30. Lenuit.27. This vow is peculiar to the old
teftament, and did not bind all men, but only
fuchas had peculiar occafion to vew: & ther-
upd boitd théfelues:asthe Nazarits & others.
Thirdly,a vow istaken for the performance
of fome outward and bodily exercifes , taken
vp of amans own accord, as being things in a
mans owne libertie, without any commande-
mentof God : as the keeping of fet times of
falt, of praying or reading, the performance
of fet taskes, almes-gining, abftinence from
certaine meats and drinkes, in the vfe where-

(o}
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/3.19.18. I thar day [bal fine citses in the land of
Egype feake the language of Canaan , and fhall
fwearebythe Lord of hafts,that is,acknowledge

of through our owne weaknefle,we feare any
occafion of finne. And this kinde of vow is
more peculiar to the new Teftament.
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In the maKing of it, that it may be warran=
ted,foure things muftbe obferued: I. It muft
be agreeableto the wordof God : 1. It mult
not bee againft a mans gencrall ar particular
calling. I11. Itmuft be in 2 mans power, and
not again(t Chriftian libertie. I V. Itmuft be
fomade and be fo obferued without auy opi-
nionof merit or worfhip of God,to thisend a-
!lone,, that it may be 2 meanesto exercife and
!chenifh repentance and inuocation, tempe-
irance, patience, andto fhew forth thankful-
nefleto God.

A vow thusmade binds confcience by ver-
tue of Gods commandement. Eccl. 5. 3. When
tho haft vowed a vow to God deferre not topayir.

And the vowe once made continues to
bind fo long as the thing is in force which was
the occafion of the vow. For example: A man.
defirous to pracife fobrictic and temperan-£
cie, finds that drinking of wine is hurefull vato
him:hereupon he vowes to God to drinke no
wine : now this vow ouce made , bindshim
till the ftate of his body ulter, and hee teeles
noinconuenience iawine : bucchen it ccafeth
to bindeany longer.

Quejt. Whether Papilts are bound in con-
fcience to keepe the vowes of finglelife, and
voluntarie pouertie which they make, or no?
Anfw. No. Thereafons hereof are thefe: Io
Suchvowesare flat againft Gods commande-
ment:But if they cannos abftaine,lee themmarry:
for it is ester to marry thento burne, 1 Cor. 7, 9.
This wewarned you of , that if there were anythar
woitld not worke,they fhonld not eate, Thef.3.10.
{1. Tiey arc not in the power of him that
voweth:as for example, to promife perpetuall
chaftitic in (ingle life. I1 1. They abolith Chri-
ftan liberty inthe vicof the creatures and or -
dirances of God, as riches ; and marriage ,
meate,drinke, apparcli ; making that neceffa-
rie which God leit to ourliberties I V. They
are made to tius end chat men may thereby
merit lite eternall,and worthip God: whereas
Paul faith, 1 Tom 4.8, Bodsly excercife profiteth
listle : bur godlineffe is profitable for all things.
Thercfore they are betwer broken thenkept.

£:s fora fingle promife, italfo bindsaman

made; thongh hebe an(2) hereticke or anin-
[binds not, but may vpon conucnient caufe, be

Yet we muft remember chat there are fome.
l cafes,in which a promifc made binds not. L. If
litbe againft Gods word. One faith well, Iz

| mifetbat cannot be performed withous an offence,
1L Ifhe whichmakes it want reafon or fuffi-
cient difcretion, 11 1. If he make the promifc
who cannot binde himfelfe : asa childe vader
the gouernment of his parcats. I V. Ifaman
beinduced to make his promife by fraud and
1guite. Vo If the promife becing at the firft
{lawtisll, become afterward either impofsible

|
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or volawfull,

And though men bee tound in confcience
to keepe their promifes : yet this hinders not
butthat there is and may be a good and faw-
full vfe of Indentures and obligations. For the
bond of confcience isbetvieene man and God:
but the bond of an oblization paficth oncly
berweene man and man. When edbrabam
bought a purchafe of Ephron the Hittite , hee
payed his money, and made it fure before
witnefle, Gen. 23.17.

Here wee mult confider the generall finne
of thisage,whichis,to fpeake deceitfully eue-
ry oncto his neighbour. It isa hard thi-g co
finde 2 man that will ftand to his werd ngd
lawtull promife. It is a rulc of Machiauel ch,
aman may pradife many things ugzintt his
faith,again(t charitie, and humanitie,and reli-
gion : andthat it is not neceflary to hane thefe
vertues,butto counterfeit and diffemble them.
But letail fuch as feare God make confcience
of their word, becaufe they are bound fo to
doc: and hereby they fhall ref:mbie their
heauenly Father who is true in all fis promi-
fes; and they fhall alfo bring fortha notabie
fruit of the fpirit, Gal.s.22.

Hitherto I haue fpoken of the caufe that
maketh confcience togive iudgemenz. Now
followeththe manner of indgement.

Confeience gines indgement in or by a
kinde of reafoning or difputing,called a practi
call [yllogifme. Romaes 2.15. Their reafoning,
(min Noyuouin ) €5 accufing or excufing eachother.

In the making of this reafon confcience
hath two afsiftants : minde, and memoric.

The minde is the ftore-houfe and keeper of
allmanner of rules and principles. [tmay bee
compared to a booke of law, in which are fet
downe the penall ftatutes of the land. The
dutie of itis to preferre and prefent to the
confcience rules of divine law,whereby itis to
gine indgement.

Memoric ferucs tobring to minde the par-
ticular ations whicha man hath done or not
done,that confcience may determine of them.

- Now confcience afsifted by thefe twaine,
proceeds in iudgement by a kinde of argu-
mentation : anexample whercof we may take
from the confCience of a murtherer,thus :

Euerymurtherer is curfed, faith the minde :

Thonart amnurtherer, faith confCience afsi-
fted by memorie :

Ergo, Thonart curfed,faith confcience, and
fo giueth her fentence.

Toproceede : Confcience ginesindgement
either of things paft or things to come.

Of things paft two waies , either by accu-
{ing and condemning, or by excufing and ab-
foluing, Rom. 2. 15.

To accrfe is an acion of confCience, gining
fudgement that this or that thing was euill
done:& that ftill by reafoning on this manner:

Enuery mutherer is a finner

This thy aitionss murther :

Ergo, This thy actionis a finne,

To condemne 1s another a&ion of the confci-
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. ence ioyned withthe former, whereby it gi-(A
1ueth iudgement that a man by this or that
finne hath deferued death on this manner.
Enery mitrtherer defeructb & double death,
Thou art a murtherer :
Ergo, Thoi haft defevuedadonble death.
Thefe two actions are very forcibleand tee-
'tible : for they ave the compunitions and prick-
_ings that bee inthe heart. At 2. 37. they are
- firipes,as it were, of anyron rod, where-
with the heart of aman {mitcth it felfc,2 Sam.
24. 10. Andbyreafonofthem, cqnfcience is
compared to a worme that neuer dieth,bat al-
waies liecsgnawing and grabbling, and pulling
i attheheart of man, Mark. 9. 44. and caufeth
| moze paine and anguifh, then any difeafe in| B
Ithe world candoe.

of alt his delights,, and faw thehand writing
vpon the wall; i cosnrenance changed, bis
thoughts troubled bim , his soynts loofed, and bis
kpees fmote together, Dan.s. 6. Yeathe gniltie
confcience will makea manafraid, if hee fee
but & worme peepe out of the ground : or a
{ily creatare goe crofle hisway; orif heefee
but liis owne fhadow on 2 fuddaine, orif he
doe but forecaftan evill with himfelte, Pro.28.
1. The wicked flyesh when no man purfacth bim.

Terrours of confeience , which are more
vehement,caufe other pafsions in the body,as
exceeding heare , like that which is inthe fit
of anague,therifing of the eneralstowards the
mouth,and fwouning:asexperience hathoften
hewed. And the writer of the booke of Wife-
dome faith truly, cap. 17. 10. 2¢ & a fearefull

. The time whenconfcierice performes thefe
'2@ions, isnot before the finne,or in the a& of
Hioning , but cfpecially after the finnc is done
d paft. Beafon, 1. Beforeaman finneth,the
fiueit dethextenoate the faolt and make finne
11. Corruptaffe&ionsdoe for
and ouercalt indgement, that
or at the leaft confider what is
18 il afrerward,
i Neher doth confeience accufe and con-
idemnc ondly for the time prefent , butalfo
!Tong afieratling isdonc. The confciences of
Lofephs beethrenaccufed them 2:2. yecres after
they had fold him into Egypr,Cengz.21,
The cffe&t of the accufingand condemning
confcience, is to (trre vp fandry pafsions and
wiotians in the heart,but {pecially thefe fue.
The tirlkis fhame , which is an aftection of
theheart, whereby a manis gricued and dife
pleafed with himfelfe, that ie Liath done any
cuilf,and this thame fheweth it feifc by theri-
fing of the blood from the heart tothe face,
Yetwe muft here remember thatenenfich
as hanc the pardon of their finnes, and are not
1 guiltie,may be afhamed und bluth, Rom.6.21.
iVhar fruit bad yee inthofe tkings s whereof now
U yceblufh, or, be affsmed ? Yet tor all this, euen

C

% thofe which arc moft guiltic , may be withont
|allthame , Jer.6 15. Weve they afhamed when
1 £cy had committed abomination ? sy, nay, they
Vsvere not afbamed , nesthzy conld they baue any
fhame, becaufe they are grownc 1o fome great
| height i finncs Eph.gq.18.
{ The fecond paision is fidweff and forrow :
: commonly thoughitto be noibingclfe but me-
! lmm/m_'y = but berweene them twaine, thereis
)" greatdifforence. Sorvow, that comesby me-
Lincholy arifeth only of that humour annoy-
ving the body : but this cther forrow arifeth of
! amans finacs, for which his conitience accu-
i « Melancholly may be cured by pliy.
this forvow cannot bec cured by any
nbuchy the bleod of Chrilt.
ird is feare, in canfing whereof, con-
(icience s very forcible. Jf aman had all the
I deligats & sieafires thatheart canwifh, chey
‘cannot doc him any good if confcience bee

D

| niall feaft, Prou.xs5.15.

hthir/‘g when malice is condemmed by her owne teffi-
ony 5 and @ confiience that is toached, dothener
forecaft cruellthings. Forfearsis nothing elfe bur
the betraying of the fiscconrs, that reafonoffereeh,
e, They that did induye the (a) night that was
intolerable,cc. fomctimes arctvoubledvith man.
Jrross vifions , and fometimes they fvonned, as
thongh their owne funles fhouldbetray them : for a
fisdden feare not looked for, came vpon them.

The fourth is defperarion, whereby a man
threugh the vehement and conftant accufa-
tion of his confcience comes to bee out of all
hopeof the pardonof hisfinnes. This made
Sanl, edchirophel, and Indasto hang them-
felucs 3 this makes many in thefe daies to doe
thelike; as appeateth by the declarations of
fuch as haue bin preuented , when they were
aboutto hang or drowne themfelues,or tocut
their owne throats.

The laft is a perearbation or difquictneffz of.
the whole man : whereby all the powers and
facnltie3 of the whole man arc forch of order.
Efa.57.20.The wicked?s like the raging of thefea
that cannot reft, whofe waters caft up mire ¢ dive,

Thus much of thetwo firft ations of con-
fcicnee, which are to accufeand condemne ;
the fecond followeth toaccufe and abfolue.

The excofe, is an a&ion of the confCience
giuing indgement that the thing is well done.

To abfolue , is an adtion of the confeience
gining indgement that amanis free and cleare
trom faule, and {o from punifhment.

From thefe two acions arife fome fpeciall
affe@ions: 1. boldneffeand confidence, Pro.28.1,
The righteois are bold as 4 lyon.11.1oy and rezoy-
cing,2 Cor.1.12.Qmr resoycsng is the teﬂima/fyaf
my confésence,that in all fimplicitie and godly pure-
weffe 1 hawe bad my conwerfasion in the world,
Henee it is faid, that # goed confoicce s aconti-

Hitherto 1 have fpoken how confcience
gives indgement of things done and paft: now
followeth her indgement of things to be done

Confeience gives indgement of things to
cotne, by foretelling, & (as it werc)faying in-
wardly in the heare, that the thingmay bee
well done. Ofthis kinde of iudgement cuery

| guiitie, Selfhezzar when he was inthe middeft

man may haue experience in himfelfe, when
T T " hee
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1heeis about to enterprife any bufineffe cither
good or bad.

| By this we may fee the goodres of Godto
1allmen. Ifa man being to make an vaknowne
iourney, fhould finde one that would goe with
him and fhew hin the way , and al the tur-
nings thereof , hec conld not but take it for a
point of courtefics Well, we are pilgrimesin
thisworld, our life isour iourney : God alfo
hath appointed onr confcience ta be cur com-
paniatrand guide,. to fhew vs what conrfe we
may take,and what we may not.

And here it may be noted, that inall things
tobedone, confcience is of greatforceand
bearesa great ftroke. For shis ss thebeginming
iof agoodwerke, that the confeience firft of allgines
ber iudgement eruly , thasthe thing nsaybe done,
& 35 acceptableto God Roms. 1 4.23 . Whatfaener i
;lm of fasth, (thatis, whatfocuer is not dorf of
yafetled perfwafion in iudgement and confci-
ence out of Gods word,howfoeuer men judge
of i) 4 finme. Againe, God regards not the
outward pompe of the a&ion,or the doer, but
obedience,and efpecially the obedience of the
hearz: therfore vnleffe.the confCience well in-
formed firft of all approoue the thing to bee
good and agreeable to Gods will, it can be
nothing clfe but a finve: Andhethatfhall doe
athing,becaufe itisgood in his owne eies,not
knowing that Ged doth allow of it, preferrcs
himfelfe before God , and difobeyes, as the
feruant that in his mafters houfe willnot doe
hismafters will but his owne will.

From this former rulearife three other : the
fixlt.Whatfoener is done with a dowbting confeiense
#a finne. For example: fome beleeners in the
Primitiue Churchheld, that ftillafter theaf
cenfion of Chrift there remained a difference
betweene meate and meate , and therefore it
wasa {cruple tothem toeateof fandry kinds
of meates : now put the cafc, that by cxample
they are drawne on tocate fwinesfleth ; or
fome other thing which they thinke is forbid-
den;this done, there is no queftion but they
haue finned, as Pasl prooueth, Roms.14.14. 1
know and am perfivaded throngh the Lordlefos,
that theve is nothing vacleane of it felfe : but vmro
bim thar iudgeth any thing vncleane , it is vn-
i | 6leane : and v.2 3. He that doubeeth,is condemned,
if bee eae, becasfe be eazethnot of faith.

The fecond, Whatfoeuer thing is done in er with
an erronions confGienceit is a finne.For example:
inthe primitiue Church diners of the Gentiles
fa {held thiserror, thatfornicati6 was athing in-
ihisdg | different, & therefore confciencetoldehethat
wll. they might do itsand yetneuertheleffe fornica-
wh 'ti6 in the was a fin, becaufe cofciznce erred in
lymd_her iudgement,and euill remaines cuil, though

dfier. confcience fay the contrary a thoufand times.
ll':fhl‘:l: The third, What is done () againft confeience
'.,d & thoughit erre, and be deceinced, it is fin in the doer,
tono.  Examplc. An Anabaptift holding it vtterly
[ God yalawfull to fiveare, is brought before amagi-

:";.h ' ftrate; and vrged either through feare or fome
heh, " like canfe , takes an oath, and that againft his

Alown confcience:now the queftion 1s, whether
hehath finned or no ? 4n/ He hath indeede
finned; not fo much becaufe he hathtaken an
eath, for that is the ordinance of God: butbe-
caufe he hathtaké anoathina bad maner,that
is againt his cdfcience,& therfore not infaith.

Thus it is manifeft that confcience beares a

greatftrokein all things thatare to be faid or
done. Andhereby we are aduertifed of many
things. Firft,if a thing done without gooddi-
rectionof confCience, be a finne, then much
more that which is done without good dire-
¢tion of Gods word, isa flat fin : for without
directionof Gods word, confcience can giue
10 good dire@ion. And if God will hold that
for a finne which is done without direQion of
his word;then no doubt Gods word minifters
fufficicnt direion for all a&ions whatfoeuer:
foas if amen bee but to receine amorfell of
bread inte his mouth, itcan fo farre forth di-
recthim,that in doing of ic, he fhall be able to
pleafe God. If this werenottrue, manscafe
weremoft miferable. For then we fhould fin
in manifold a&ions, & that withont remedic,
And here by the Word, I meane nothing but
the Scriptures of the old and new Teltament,
which containe in themftlues fafficient di-
rection for all aions. Asfor thelaw of nature
though it affoard indeede fome direion; yer
itis corrupt,imperfe@,vncertaine: & whatfo~
eucr isrightand good therein, is contained in
the written word of God. And as for the beft
vawritten traditions, let all the Papifts in the
| world anfwere if they can, how I may in con-
{cience be perfwaded that they are the word
of God. If they fay that the ancient Fathers of |
the Primitiue Church anouch in their writings
that they are Apoftolicall traditions;T anfiver
againe , how fhall I know and be certaincin
confcience that the Fathers fubie& to errour,
infaying fo, haue not erred ?

Againe,we learne hence,thata good inten-
tionis not fafficient to make a good worke ,
valefle withall confcience giue indgement
that God doth appreoue the action. This
fhewesthe ignorance of our people thatwhen
as in their dealings they runne vpen a good
meaning , then alwaies they thinke they doe
welland pleafe God.

Thirdly , hence it appeares that all things
deaifed by manfor the worfhip of God, are flat
finnes ; becaufe confcience cannot fay of them
that they pleafe God. Efs.29.13.Mark.7.7.

Laftly, wee learne here that ignorance of
Gods willand word,is a dangerous thing, and
makes the life of mantoabound, yea to flow
with a fea of offences againft Ged. Men com-
monly thinke thac if they keepe themfelues
from periurie , blafphemic, murther, theft,
whoredome,alis wel with them:but the truth
is,that fo long as they line in ignorance , they
want right & true direction of confcience out
of Gods word, and therfore their belt a@ions
are fins, cuentheir eating and drinking, theit
fleeping and waking,their buying and felling,
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their fpecchand filence,yea their praying .and A
fexuing of God. For theydoe thefc attions
cither of cuftome,or example,or necefsity,as
beafts do,and not of faith: becaufe they know
ot Gods will touching things to bedone or
left vudone. The confideration of this point
fhould make euery man molt carcfull to fecke
for knowledge of Gods word,and daily to in-
creafe in it that he may in all his affaires haue
Gods lawesto bethe menof his countell; Pfa.
119. 14. that he may give heed to themas to
the light fhining in adurke place, 2 Pet. 1. 19
that he may fay with Peter, when Chrift com-
manded him to Lunch forth into the decpe,
and to caft forth his net: Lordswe haue beene alb
night ,and have carched nothing : yet in thy word

will 1let dovne my net. Luk.s.5.

CHAP, IIL

Of the kinds of confeience : andof confci-
enge regencrate,
Onfcience s cither good or bad.
C Good confcience is that which rightly
according to Gods word,excufeth& comfor-
teth. For the excellencie,goodnes,and dignity
of confcience,{tands not in accufing,but in.ex-
‘cufing. And by doing any finne whatfocuer to
giue any occalion to the confcience to accufe
and condemne, is to wound it and to offend it.
‘Thus Panl faith , that the Corinthians woun-
ded the confciences of their weake brethren,
when they vfed their libertie as an occafion of |
cffence to them,1 Cor.8.9. 12. Againe,he cal:
leth a good confcience, a confcience without
offence, thatis, whichhathno ftoporimpe-
diment to hinder it from excufing. 4&.24.19.
Good confcience, iseither good by creati=
on or regeneration.

Good by crearion wasthe confcience of A4-
dam, whichin the eftate of innocency did only
excufe & could not accufe him for any thing s
though it may be, an aptues to accufe was not
wanting,if afterward an occafio fhould be of-
fered. And hence we haue further dire@ionto
confider what a good confcicrice is , namely,
fiuchanone as by theorder fet downe in the
creation, excufeth onely without accufing.
Yeatoexcufeis a 2 defe in true confeience,
following after the firft creation. For natural- D
ly there is an agreement & harmony betweene
the parts and the whole:butif the confcience
thould naturaily accufe, there fhould be a dife

B

C

the confcience and the man himfelfe.
Regenerate confcience is that which being
corrupt by nature , is renewed and purged by
faith in the blood of Chrift. For tothe regenc-
rating of the confeience,, there is required a
conuerfion or change ; becanfe by nature all
mens confciences fince the fail are evill , and
none are good but by grace. The inftrument
feruiug to makethis change is faith: 4,159,
Eaith pursfieth the heart, The meritorious
canfe is the blood of Chrilt, Heb. g.14. How
miich more fhall the blood of Chrift,cc. purgeour
confcsence from deadworke to ferne the lining God,

\broken the flop of the pareitionwall, sn dbrogating

The propertie of regencrate confcience is
ltwo—fold : Chriftian libertie,and cerraintic of
faliation. Becaufe both thefe haue theitplace,
not inthe outward man , but in the fpirit and
confcience. o)

Chriftian libertie, is a.fpirimaltand: holy
freedome purchafed by Chnift. .-+ -

1 fay,:it is fpirituall, firft,to put a difference
beweene itand civill libertie, which ftands iy
outward& bodily frekdome andpriniledges ;
fecondly,to confute the Iewes, thatlooke for
earthly libertie by Chrift; & the Anabaptifts,
who imagine:a freedame from-all authoririe
of Magiftrates in the kingdome of Chrift,:

Againe,] fay it is an holy freedome,to con-
fute the Libertines , who thinke that by the
death of :Chyilt they haue libertie to line 25
theylifk, " . I .

Eattly, I fay it is parchafedby Chriftto fhew
theauthoritie thereof. Gal s.1. Standfaftin
the libertse wherewith Chrsft hath made you free,
And to contute the Papifts, whofe do&rine in
effe&t is thus much, that this libertie is procy.
red indeed by Chrift , and s continued partly
by Chrift,and partly by the man himfelte,

Chritian libertic haththree parts.

The firft is freedome from the inftification
by the morall law. Forhe that is a memberof|
Chrift, is not bound in confcience to bring
the perfet righteoufhefle of the law-in his
owne perfon for his inftification before God,
Gal.s.1.withverf. 3. :

Hence it followeth, that he that isa Chri.
ftian,is likewife freed from the curfeand con-
demnation of the law. Rom. 8. 1. There is o
condemnation to them thas arein Chrift, Gal, 5,
13.Chrift hath redeemsed vs from thecurfe of rge
law,when be was made a curfe for vs.

By this firft parc of Chriftianlibertie, it ap.
peares that there cannot bee any inftification
of afinner by workes of grace before God.
For he that will be iuftified but by one worke,
% debter to the whole law, Gal. 3. 3. but noman
thatis amember of Chrift , isdebter to the
wholelaw ; for hislibettic is tobe free in that
pointitherefore no man is inftified o much as
by one worke of his owne.

Thefecond part , is freedome from theri-
gourofthe law,which exa@eth perfe@ obedi-
ence,8& condemneth all impetfe@ion. Rom.6.
14. Sinhathne more dominion ouer you:for ye ave
ot vnder the law but vnder grace.xlob.s 3. This
i the loue of God, thar wee keepe his commande- |
wsenes : andhis commandements are not. rieHous.
Henceit followeth, that God will acceptof
ourimperfet obedience, if it be fincere : yea
heaccepts th- will defire,and indeanourto o-
bey for obedience it fclfe, Malac, 3. 17, And
Lwsll fpare them as aman [parozls his owne fonme
that ferneth bim.

The third pare is, that the confcicnce is
freed from the bond of the ceremoniall law.
Gali3. 25. But after thas faith is come,we areno
more vnder afchoolemafter Eph.2.14:15.0 hath
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| ¢hrongh his flefh,the lawof commandement s which
! fandeth inordinances, Col.2.14. Andbath put
Cout the band-writing of ordinances , whichwas a.
ig#inft vs. Vet -1 6. Let noman therefore condemne
'you irs meas and drinke, or in respect of an holy dy,
\orof thenew Moone, cic.

! Henceicfolloweth, that all Chriftians may
‘freely without feruple of confcience , vfe ail
‘things indifferent , {o it be , the mannerof v-
fingthem be good.

i Andficf,whenT fay that all may vfe them,
‘I vaderftand a two-fold vfe ; naturall and fpi-
rituall,

| The naturall vfe,is either to releeue our ne-
[cefsities,orfor honeft delight. Thusthe Pfil-
| mift faith, that God giues not onely breadto
| ftrengthen the heartof man, but alfo wineto
imake glad the heart, & oyle tomake the face
{tofhine, Pfal. 104.15. and God hath put into
1 his creatares infinite varieties of colours, fa-
| nours, taftes, and formes,to this end that men
'might take delight inthem. Henceitfollows,
that Recreation is lawfull,and a part of Chrifti-
anlibertie, if it be well vled. By Recreation, |
vnderftand exercifes and fports feruing to re-
frefh cither the body or the mind:& that they
may be well vied,two rales efpecially muft be
remembred. The fielt, that lawfill recreation
ftands onely inthe vie of things indifferent.

| For if the things bee commanded by God ,
 there is no fporting in them; or if they be for-
bidden,there is noviing of thematall. Vpon
this ground , fandry kinds of recreationare to
be negle@ed, AslI. the dauncing commoniy
vied inthefe daies, in which men and women,
young menand maides , all mixed together,
duncero the found of the inftrument or voice
intime & meafure, with many wanton geftu-
res, and thatin folemne meetings after great
feafts. This excrcifé cannotbe numbred among
things indifferent: for experience fhewes, that
it hath beene viually either a froit or a fol-
lower of great wickednes,as idolatry,fornica-
tion,drunkennes : hereupon,one well compa-
red it toa * circle,whofe center wasthe diuell,

Againe,if we muft giue an accountof euery i-
dle word, then alfo of euery idie gefture and
pace : and whataccount can be giuenof thefe
pacesback-ward and forward , of caprings,
tumps, gambolds, turnings, with many other
friskes of lightnes & vanitie, more befeeming
goates and apes,of whom they are commonly
vied, thenmen? Whereas Salomon eftcemed
laughter as madnes, he would(no doubt )haue
condemned our common lafcinious daun-
cing much more for madnefle , laughter being
bucthe leaft parc of it. I I. Dicing: whichis
precifely the cafting of alot, nottobevied at
our pleafures , but 1n matters of weight and
importance. And of this kindeare all games,
the ground wherof are notthe fleight of mans
wit,but lot alone. T11. Playesand Enterludes,
that fand in the reprefentationof the vices
‘and mifdemcanour of the world. For ifit bee
{not lawfull to name vices, valefleitbe in the
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way of diflike, Ephb.s. 3. much lefle is it war-
rantable to gefture and reprefent vice inthe
way of recrcation and delight. The fecond
rale js,that recreation muft be fparing, mode..
rate and lawfull v{e of things indifferent, ac.
cording to the rules ® following.

The fpirituall vfe is when we take occafion
by the creatures to meditate & fpeake of hea-
uenly things: as, vpon the fight of the vine &
the branches thereof, to confider the myfticall
coniun@ionbetween Chrift & his C hurch: by
the fight of the rain-bow, to think of the pro-
mife of God of not drowning the world by
waters : and by any thing that befals, to take
occafion to confiderin it the wifedome,gocd-
nefle, iuftice,mercy pronidence of God, &c.

Iadde further,that things indiffercnt,as bon-
dage,outward liberty riches,pouerty,fingle -
{tate,mariage,mcat,drink,appurel,bui!dings,
may be vied fieely , becanfe they are neither
commanded by God nor forbidden: and in
themfelues confidered , theymay bevfed or
net vied without breach of confcience.

The right manner of vfing them, isto fan-
¢ifie them by the word and prayet, 1 Tim.4
3,4 and not onely fome of them , butthe vfe
of themall. Meate, drinke, and marriageare
thusto be fanctificd,as the place before rored
declareth. Panl fan@ified his iourney on this
manner,4&.25.5. And the Iewes were com-
manded to dedicate their houfes at the firft
entrance,Dex.20.5. By this dedication we may
well vnderftand not onely the lecting of the
houfe,or the prouiding of a tenant,buralfo the
fanétifying of it by inuocation of Gods name,
thatby hisblefsing,the place with the roomes
thereofmight ferue for their benefic & cofort.
And on this manner to blefl eur dwelling
places whenwe firft enter intothé, is the beit
way that canbe to preferue them from the ca-
fualties of fire within, & lightening from hea-
uen,and fromthe annoyance and moleftation
of cuill fpirits, and other indgements of God.

Things indifferent are fan@ified by Gods
word, becaufe it fhewes what things we may
vie;and what things we may not : and if wee
may vfe them, in what manner it is to bee
done. And to this purpofe the Scripture af-
foards foure rules.

Thefirft, that all things muft bee done to
Godsglory , 1 Cor. 10.31. Whetherye eare or
arinkor whatfocuer ye do,do allto the glory of God,
And that this may bee performed , thingsin-
different muft be vfed as fignes and tables , in
which wemay fhew forththe gracesand ver.
tues that God hath wrought in the heart. For
example: we muft {o make our apparell both
formatter and fathion,and fo weare it, that it
may in fome fort fet forthtothe beholder our
modeftie, fobrietic, frugalitic, humilitie, &c.
that hereby he may be occafioned to fay , be-
hold a graue, fober, modeft perfon : and foof
thereft. And the common finneof thistime
is, thatmeate, drinke, apparell, buildingsare
vied as banners difplaied to fet forth to the
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world, mans ryot, exceffe,and pride of heart.
The fecond. Wee muft fuffer our felues
lawfully to be limited and reftrained in the
oner-much or oner-common vft of things in-
diffcrent. I fay the common vie, becaufeit is
not Gods will viterly and abfolutely to barre
vs of the vie of fuch things. Now the reftrai-
ners of our vfe, aretwo ; the firft isthe law of
churitic. For as charitie giues place to piety;{o
Chuiftian liberty in the vfe of ontward things,
giues place to charitie. And the law of charity
1s, that we fhould not vfe things indifferent to
the burt or offence of our brother, 1 Cor.8.13.
Queft. Whether may aman vie his libertie
before fuch as are weake: and yetnot perfwa-
dedof theit libertie. 4n/- Some are weake of
fimpleignorance , or becaufe they haue beene
deceiued by the abufe of long cuftome : & yet
are willing to be reformed. And before fuch
we muftabftaine ; left by example wee draw
themto Ginne, by giningoccafion to them of
doing that whereof they doubt. Againe,fome
are weake vpon affected ignorance or of ma-
lice, and in the prefence of fuch we neede not
abftaine. V pon this ground Pas! who circum-
cifed Timothie wonld not circumcife Titus.
The fecod reftrainer,is the wholfome lawes

A
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berty of the city of Rome madenot only the

Romarnes borne, but euen the men of other

countries feeketo be citizens thereof, 4.5 5.

28. The Priviledges of the Iewes in Perfi

made many become Iewes. Heff.8.17. Othen
much more fhould the fpirituall libertie of
confcience purchafed by the blood of Chrift,
mooue vsto feeke for the kingdome of hea-
uen, & that we might become good members
thereof, IT. Againe, by this we are taught to
ftudie, learne, & loue the Scriptures, in which
our liberties are recorded. We make account
ofour charters whereby wee hold cur carthly
liberties,y=a we gladly read them & acquaint
our felues with them 3 what afhame then will
it be for vs, to make no more accountof the
word of God,that is the law of {piritual liber-
ty? lam.2.12. 11 1. Laftly,we are aduertifed
moft heartily to obey & ferue God according
to his word, for that is the end of our libervie:
the feruant doth all his bufineffe more cheere-
fully , in the hope and expe@ation he hath of
libertie. Againe,our liberty moft of all appears
inour fernice and obedience; becante the fir.
vice of God is perfe freedome : as on the
contrary in the difobedience of Gods com-
mand 5 {tands our fpirituall bondage.

of men,whether Civill or Ecclefiatticall. For
howf{oeuer things indifferent, after the law is
once made of them, remaine ftill indifferent in
themftlues: yet obedience tothe law is necef-
fary,and that for confcience fake. A4éf.15.28.

The third- We muft vfe things indifferent fo
far forth as they fhall further vs in godlineffc.

For we ought to doe all things not only to the
edification of others, butalfo of ourowne
felues. And thercfore it is a flat abufe of Chri-
ftian libercie, for men fo to pamper their bo-
dies withmeate and drinke,that thereby they
difable themfelues to heare Gods word, to
pray, to giue counfell, to doe the ordinary
workes of their callings.

The fourth. Things indifferent muft bee
vfed within compafle of ourcallings, thatis,
according to our ability , degree , ffate, and
condition of lifc. And it is a common abufe of
this libertie in our daies, that thc meane man
willbe in meate,drinke, apparcll, building, as
the Gentleman;the Gentleman asthe Knight;
the Knight as the Lord or Earle.

. Now thenthings indifferent are fan&ified
to vsby the word, when our confciences are
refolued out of the word that wee may vfe
them, {oit beein the manner before named ,
and accordingto the rules here fet downe.

Theyare fanctificd by prayer, when wee
crave at Gods handsthe right vie of them,and
having obtaincd the fame , giue him thankes

thereforc,Coloff 3.1 7. Whatfocuer ye doe in word

or deede, doe all inthe name of the Lord lefus, gi-

#ing thankes to Godthe Father by him.

Thus much of Chriftian libertie, by which
|we are admonifhed of fundry duties: I. to
!labour to become good members of Chrift, of
| what eftate or condition foeuer we be. The li-

C
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The fecond propertic of confcience is anin-
fallible certaintic of the pardon of fin and life
cuerlatting, That thispoint may becleared, T
will handle the queftion betweene vsand the
Papiltstouching the certenty of faluation. And
that I may proceedein order, we muft diftin-
guifh the kinds of certenty. Fitftofall certen-
tie is either Vnfallible or Conieurall: Vnfal-
lible, whercin a man isneuer difappointed ;
Coniecturall, which is not fo enident,becaufe
itis grounded onely vpon likeliheods. The
fecond all Papifts grant, but the firft they deny
inthe matter of faluation. Againe,certenticis
either of faith,or cxperimental,which Papifts
callmorall, Certentie of faith, is whereby any
thing is certenly beleeued = and it is either ge-
nerallor fpeciall. Generallcertentie,isto be-
lecue afluredly that the word of God is teuth
itfelfe, and thisboth wee and Papifts allow.
Speciall certenty, is by faith to apply the pro-

without doubt , that remifSion of finnes by
Chrift & life euerlafting belong vntovs. This
kind of certenty we held and maintaine , and
Papifts with one confent deny it ; acknowled-
ging no affurance but by hope. Moralt certen-
ty, is that which proceedsfrom fan@ification
and good workes,asfignes and tokens of truc
faith. Thiswe both allow, yet with fome dif-
ference. For they eftceme all cerentie that
comes by workes to be vncerten and oftento
deccive ; but we doe otherwife, if the workes
be done in vprightneffe of heart. i
The queftionthenis, whether a man in this
life may ordinarily without rcuelation, be vn-|
fallibly certaine of his owne falnation, firft of
all & principally by faith, & then fecondly, by

fuch workes as are vnfeparable companions

of|

mife of faluation to our felues, and to beleeue|
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of faith. Wehold this for acleareand euident
principle of the word of God,and cotrariwife
the Papifts denie it wholly. I will therfore
prooue thetruth by fome few arguments, and
then anfwer the common obieétions.

Arg. 1. That which the Spiritof God doth
firlt of all teftific in the heart and confcience
ofany man, & thenafterward fully eonfirme,
is to be beleeued of the fame mar. as vnfallibly
certaine:but the Spiritof God firlt of alldoth
teftifieto fome men, namely true beleeners,
thatthey arethe fons of God : and afterward
confirmesthe fame vnto them. Therefore men
are vafallibly to belecue their owne adoption.
Now that the Spiritof God doth giue this te-

tureismore then plaine,Rons. 8.15. Te hane re-
suedthe [Biris of adoptionwherebywe crie, Abba,
Father T he[anse fpirss bearethwitnes withour (s~
73t that we are the fonnes of God. Anfwer is made,
thatthis teftimony of the Spirit is giuen onely
by an experiment or feeling of an fnward de-
lightor peace, whichbreedes invs not an in-
fallible but aconie@uallcertenty. And Ian-
fwer againe,that thisexpofition is flat apainft
the text. For the Spirit of adoptionis faid here
not tomake vs to thinke or fpeake, but tocric
Abba,Father:and crying to Godastoa father
argues courage, confidence, and boldnes, A-
gain the fame Spirit of adoption is oppofed to
the fpirit of bondage caufing feares and therefore
itmultneeds be a Spirit gining affarance or li-
berty,& by that meanesdrivingaway diftraft-
ful feares. And the end, nodoubt, why the ho-
ly Ghoft comesinto the heart asa witneffe of
adoptionis, thatthe trathin this caf hidden
and therefore doubtfull, might be cleared and
made manifeft. If God himfelfe haue appoin-
ted that a doubtfull truth among men, fhall be
confirmed and put out of doubt by the mouth
oftwo or three wizneffes, it is abfurd tothinke
thatthe teftimonie of God himfelfe knowing
all things, & taking vpon him to bea witnes,
ould be conie@urall. Saint Bernardliad lear~
ned better dininity,whe he faid, Who s inft fut
be that beeing lonedof God, veturnes lone to him a-
gaine ? which is not done but by the Spirit of God
(@)reucaling by faith vato man the csernall pur -
pofeaf God ing bis [aluationintime tocoms:
which reuelation undonbredly is nothing elfe but an
snfiufion of [piritusligrace : bywhich , whileft the
deedsof the flofl are mortified,the man is prepared
tothe kngdse of God,receiming withall that wher-
by be may prefiome that he ss loned,and lone again.
Furthermore,that the firit of God doth mot
only perfivade men of their adoption, butalfo

|

confirmethe fame vato thé it is moft manifeft.
Gricue not the Spirit wherby ye are ealedvp tothe
day of redemsption. And 1.v.13. Afser yebeleeued,
Jewere fealedwith the Spirit of promife, which is
the carncft of our inberisice. 2.Cor.x 22.1¢ s God
that hath fealed vs, and, (ginen vsthe carneft of bis
Spiritin our bearts. Here the wordes of fealing
& carneft, arc tobe confidered. For things that
pafit to and fro ameng men though they bee

ftimonie tothe confCience of man, theScrip-,
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in‘queftion, yetwhenthe feale is putto, they
are made out of doubt:& therefore when God
by his fpirit is faide to feale the promife in the
heart of euery particular beleeuer, it fignifieth
that he giues vato them enident affurace thar
the promife of life belongs vnto them. And
the giuing of eatneft is an vnfallible token vn-
to himthat receiueth it,that the bargain isra-
tified,and that he fhallreceine the things agee-
ed vpon. Anditwereagreat difhonour vato
God, to thinke that the earreft of his own fpi-
rit ginenvnto vs,(hould bean cuidence of cter-
nall life,not vafallible,but conie@urall,
Arg.2.The faith of the eleét,or faning faith,
isacerrain perfwalion,& a particular perfwafi-
on of remifsion of fin and life eucrlafting, Tou-
ching the firft of thefe twaine , namely, that
faith is a certaine pecfwafion,yea that certain-
ticis of thenature of faith, itappeares by ex-
preffe teftimonie of Scripture, Aar.14.31, O
thons of listle faith,why haft thowdoubred? and 21.
ve21.If'ye bane faith,and donbe not, lam.1.6. Les
him aske infaith.andwaner not :for he that wane.
reth is lske awane of the [ea,toft of thewind,ep car-
ricdavway.Rom.4.20. Neither did he donbe of the
promifeof Godthrongh wnbeleefe.but was firength.
ned in faith.1 wil not ftand longer onthis point
which is not denied of any. .
Touching the fecond part of my reafon that
faith is a particular perfwafio applying things
beleened: I prooueit thus. The propertic of
faith isto receiue the promife, Gal.3.14.and
the thing promifed, which is Chrilt with his
fpititsJoh.1.12. Now Chrift is receiued by a
particular application,as wil appeare,if we do
but marke theend and vie of the miniftery of
the word , andofthe Sacraments. For when
Godgiues any blefsing to man, it s to be recei-
ued by man,as God giueth it. Now God giucs
Chrilt, or at the leaft offereth him, not gene-
rally to mankind, but te the feuerall and parti-
cular members of the Church. Inthe Lords
Supper,as inenery Sacrament, there isarela-
tionor analogic between the outward fignes,
and the things fignified. The a&ion of the mi-
nifter gining the bread and wine to thehands
of particular comunicants,reprefenteth Gods
actioningiuing Chrift with his benefits tothe
fame particular communicants, Againe, the
ation of receiving the bread and wine parti-
cularly, reprefenteth another fpirituall a&ion
of the belecuing heart, which applieth Chritt
vatoit felfe,, forthe pardon of fin and life e-
uerlating.Papilts yeild not this:yet if they re-
fafe to maintaine this analogy,they oucr-turne
the Sacrament, and diffent from Antiquirie.
Auguftine faith , The body of Chrift és afcended!
into heanen:fomemay anfwer.and fay, How [hall 1
hold bimbesng abfent 2 how fhail Ireach vp wiine
bandto heanen, that 1 maylay boldof bim fitting
there? Send v thyfaith,andthonhaft laid hold of
bim. And whatis more common then another
faying of his ? What mseaneft thow toprepare thy

belly andteetb ; Beleene and thou baft eaten. A-
gaine, Eph.3.13. Panlfaith, By Chrift wee hans
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 boldaeffe and entrance Witﬁ;my faithin A Ghoft  ginethsn our hearts, [aying, Thy ﬁnm:_ne

! bims. 1ty which words are fet downe two nota~
'ble cffc@sand fruits of faith: boldnefle, and
| confidence. Boldniefie is,whena poore finner
i dare come into the preféce of God, not being
| terrificd with the threatnings of che law, nor
i with the confideration of hisewne vaworthi-
{ neffe,nor with the manifold affavlts of the di-
{uellzand it is more then certaintie of Gods fa-
rucut. Now whereas Papifts an{wer, that this
! liberty of boldnes in comming vnto God,pro-
ceedsof agenerall faith,they ate farre wide.It
is not pofsible that a general perfwafionof the
goodncsand trath of God , and of his mercie
in Chrift, fhovld breed confidence and bold-
nefle in the heart of aguiltie finuer, and no ex-

faith concerning the articies of our beleefe,
wasno doubt in Cain, Saul, eAchitophel, In-
das,yea inthe dinell himfelfe: and yet they de-
fpaircd, and fome of them made away them-
fclues:and the diucll for all his faith trembleth
before God. Wherefore that faith which is
the root of thefe cxcellent vertues,of boldnes
and confidence, muft needs be a fpeciall faith,
thatis,a large and plentifull perfwafion of the
pardon of a mans own finaes, and of life cuer-
lafting. Againe,Heb.11.1.faith is called hypo-
ftafis, thatis,a fuftance or fubfiftence of things
Loped for:where faith inthe matter of our fal-
uation,and other like things, is made to go be-
yond hope: for hope waits for thingstocome,
till they hauea being in the perfon hoping ;
but faithin prefent giues a fubfifting or being
vato them. This can not be that generall faich
(of Papifts termed Catholike) for it comes
thort of hope , but it muft needesbe a fpeciall
faich that makesvs vndoubtedly beleeue our
owne cle@ion,adoption, iuftification,and fal-
vationby Chrifte And to this purpofe haue
fome of the fathers faid excellent well.dugs.-

Asgutt. | finefaithid demandof thee,O  finmer,doeft thon be.
de verbis | lecue Chriff or no? theu faicft, 1 belcewe. Whas be-
dom- \lecuff thou?  that be can frecly forgine theeallthy
fexm.7- | Gunes> Thau haftthat which thon hafp beleened,
Ambr.on | «Ambrofe faith , This is athing ordained of God,
1.Cor. 1. that he which beleewsth in Chrift, fhouldbee faned
without anyworke, by faith alone frecly receining

remiffionof fins. And with dnbrofe I ioyne the

Hefich. | teftimonie of Hefichius vpon Leuiticus, who
on Leuit. | faith,God pirtying mankind,whé be faw ir difabled
\faor the fulfilling of the workes of the law,willedthas
man[houldbe fancdby grace,withous the workes of

thelaw. Andgrace proceeding of mercie is appre=

bended byfaith alone without workes. W hereasin

the two laft teltimonics,faith isoppofed gene-

rally toall workes,and is withal faid to appre-

hendandreceiue, yeaalone to apprehend and

receiue graceand remifsion of finnes,they can

not be vnderftood of a generall,but of a fpeci-

! Bernard. |2l1applying faith. Bernard haththefe wordes.

i ferm.1.de | If thou belecieft that thy fins cannot be blotred onr
I ﬁﬂﬂuﬂc- but by him againft swhons thoss baft finned,thou doft

| Mane.

well but gos yet further andbeleene that be pards-
neththy fins. Thisis the tcftimonie which the holy

ample can be brought thereof. This generall |

C
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| forging thee.For [othe Apoftlethinkeththat aman
is inflified freely by faith. Papiftsbecing much
choked withthis place, make anfwer, that S,
Bern, dothnot fay, that we muft belecue the
pardonof ou fins abfolutely without réfpeg
of workes, but thathe requires the condition
of our conuerfationand repentance , as fignes
whereby this perfwalion is wronght.I anfwey
againe, that heauoucheth plainly the general]
faith, wherby the points of religion are belee.
ued,to be buta beginning or rudimét of faith,
and therefore not fufficient,vnlcfle we gofur.,
ther,and apply thegrace of God to out felues
by faith,fimply,without reipe& of any condi-
tion performed on mans part.Indeed I grant,
that the truth of conuerfation, & other works,
are by him mentioned afterward,but that was
for this end, to fhew how any man may have a
fenfible and enident experience by works, as
fruits of the pardon of his owne finnes, & life
cuerlafting,which he beleeueth.

Arg.3. 8. lobn penned his firft epiftle that
he mighefhew vntothe Church of God a way
how they might ordinarily and fully be affired|
of theloneof God, and of eternall life : and
therefore he affoardeth vs many pregnant te-
ftimonics for this purpofe. 1.2b.2.3. Andby
this weknow that we bane knowne bim,sfwekeep
his commandements:and v.5. Hoe which keepeth
hisword. iw bim s the loue of God truely accomspli-
fhed:by this weknow that we arein hims.chap.3.
10 By this are manifell the children of God and)
thechildrenof the dinel & v.x 9. By this we know
that we are of the trush & before him we [hal make|
our hearss confident.cha.4.13 Bythis wecknow
that we dwell in him,and be in vs hecanfe bee bath
Likens of bis fprituchap.s.2, Bythis we know
that we loue the fonies of Godswhen wee loue God,
andkeepe his commandements.v.1 3.1 bane writté|
thefo things vutoyou whisk belceue in the name of|
the fonne of God that ye may know that you haue
life eternall. To thefe teftimonies, firft of all
anfwer ismade,that none of them doe neceffa-
rily imply a certainty of divine faith; becanfe
we are faid to know the things whichwelearn
by conic€lures. Behold a filly and poore fhift.
S.John faith,chap.1.4.Thefethings wewrite un-
t0 yois that yowr soy may befull. Now it isbut an
vncertain ioy that rifeth by conie&uralknow-
ledge.Again,this knowledge brings fortheon-
fidence and boldnes euen before God. c. 3.v.19.21.
and therefore it cannot butinclude an infalli-
ble certaintic. And to putit out of queftion
that the knowledge here mentioned is the
knowledge of dinine faith, or asinfallibleasit
isor can be,itis added, cha.q-16. Andwe hase
kuowne and beleened the lone which God hath to-
wardws. Secondly,it is anfvered that all thefe
fpeeches are generall and not concerning par-
ticular men : bue itisfalfe: for whenS- 10_b"
faith('we know )he fpeakes of himfelfe, and in-
cludes thereft of the Church in the fame con-
dition with himfelf.Now he himfelfc wasful-
ly affured of his owne faluation. For Chrilt a
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little before his ‘departure out of the world,
did comfort all hisdifciples,partly by renuing
the promifeof life euerlafting, and of the pre-
fenceof his fpirit vnto them ; and partly by
praying vnto the Father for their finall prefer-
uation : {0 asthey could not but be fully re-
folued of their happie eftate, both in thislife,
and in the life to come.

Arg.4.Abrabams faith was a full perfwafi-
on wherby he applyed the promife vnto him-
felfe. Rom.4.21. Andthis faith of his is an ex-
ample propoitded vnto vs,according to which
we are to beleeus: & therefore he is called the
father of the fasthfull v.16. and Paul having fer
downe the nature & effes of this faith, faith,

belecue,v.23. Itis obie@ed, that eAbrabams
faith was nct of faluation,but it concerned his
iffuein his old age,as Paw! faith,Rom.4.18. A4-
brahams abone hope beleened that bz fhould be the
\father of many nations:accordsng to that which was
\fpoken.So (hall thyfeedbe. Anf, Wemuftdittin-
guifh the obiec of faith,whichis either princi-
palorleffeprincipal Principal,is alwaies Chrift
with his benefits: leffe principalare other lefl:
& particalar benefits obtained by Chrift. As
of Abrabams faith, the obiec leffe principall
wasacarnall feed or iffize : and the principall
obicct moft of all refpe@ed,as the foundation
of all other blefsings , was the blefied feed
Chrift Iefus,Gal.3.16.T0 Abrahans andhis feed
were the promifes made. He [aith not o And to the
feeds.asof many:but,andtorhy [eed,as of one,which
i Chrift. andv.ag. Ifyebe Chrifts,then Abra-
hams feed, Thusit is plaine,that ifie was nei-
ther promifed nor defired, but with refpe@ro
Chrift y who could not haue defcended of A4-
braham, if he had bin wholly without feed.

Hauing thus alleadged fome arguments for
the trath, I come now to confider the obieéti-
onsof the Papilts. Obiect.1.Job being arighte-
ous man wanted certainty of grace in himfelf,
Ieb.9.20, If I would iufbific my [elfe, mine owne
month foall condemne me:sf I wouldbe perfeit.hee
(beB indge mewicked : though 1 were perfect, yet
my foule fhall not know it . Again,v.28.1 am afraid
of alimy workes, knowing that thou wilt not sudge
me innosent., e Anf. Bsldad in the former chapter
extolled the iuftice of God: & Zobin this cha.
giuesafl:nt therctosfaying,v.2. 2know verslyit
#fo:and he likewife fpends the whole chapter
inmagnifying the iuttice of God: and hauing
propounded chis end of his fpeech , hee doth

ply,asicisconfideredinit felfe: but as hee e-
fteemed himfelfe, being compared with God,
€fpccially then when hee entreth into a ftrait
examination of his creature. And {0 muft the
fpeech be vnderftood,If 1 were perfelk, my fonle
fhonldnot know it that is,I wil notacknowledge
or ftand vpon any righteoufnes of mine owne,
whenGod fhal coter juto iudgement with me.
And thus muchthe very elect Angels, being
in poflfsion of heauen , and therefore hauing
more then aflurance thereof , cannot but fay,

Itwas writes not anly for bins,but alfo for vs which !

not fpeak ofhimfelfe,& of hisown eftate* fim- |

“ |
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when they are compared with Ged. Againe,
the wordsaccordingtothe originall,are com-
monly of all, and fo may welibee tranflated
thus:Am I perfeit21 knownot my foule, 1 abborre
my lifes thatis, if I thinke my felfe perfe@, I
haue no refpe to mine owne foule: or thus, 1
am perfed in refpe& of you, and I know net
my foule, and I abhorre mylife, namely, in
refped of mine owne vprightnefe. And the
other place is thus to be wanflated , Ifeare s
1) forrowes and notall my workes: for this is
flatagainft the Hebrew texr, and Popifh tran-
flators themfelues follow it not.
Obielt.a.Ecclef 9.1,2. Manknowes not whe.
ther hebewerthy of lone or hatred. For all things
are kept vncertanetill thetime tocome. Anf. Firit
Ifay,the tranflati6 isnot right: the words are
thus in the Hebrew andthe Seuentic: Noman
knoweth lowe or batred, all shings are before thens.
Astorthefe words(allthings are kepe vircertain
tillthe time tocome) atc thrult into the text by
head and fhouiders : and Hicrome hath them
not. Secondly, T anfwer, that the holy Gholt
doth not deny fimply the knowledge of Gods
loue or hatred, as thougn there could be¢ no
certaine affurance of it in this life. Tt we vn-|
der{tand the words thus, then the argument
of the holy Ghoft muft bee framed cn this
manner. Iflone or hatred were to be knowne,
then it muft bee knowne by the outwara
blefsings ot God: bur it canno. be knowne
by the outward blefsings of God, for al things
come alike toall: theretorc ioue and hatred
cannot be knowne. The propofitionis faifc.
For loue may be knowne ctherwares then Cy
outward benefits: and therefore the reafon is
not meetto beafcribed to the fpirit of truth.
Wherefore the true and proper fenfe of the
words, is, that loue or hatred cannot bee
indged or difcerned by outward blefsings of
God. S. Bernard fpeakes of this text on this
manner , that no man knowes loue or hatred,
namely, by himfelfe; yet thatGod gines moft
certaineteftimoniestherofto men vpon earth.
And ferm.s.de Dedic. his words are thefe: Who

D|

konowes if be be werthy of loue or hatrediwho knews
themindofthe Lord ? Here both faith and truth
muft needs helpe vs, that, that which is hidien in
the beart of the Father,maybereucaled untovs by
the fpirit:and bis fpirit giming teftimony perfivades
our [pirit, that we arcthe fonres of God: and this
perfivafion is caufedby bis calling .and inflsfiing vs
freely by faith. AndS. Hierome (though com-
monly abufed to the contrary) faith no more,
but that men cannot know loue or hatred by

the prefent affliGions which they foffer, be-
caufe they know not whether they fuffer them
for triall of punifhment.
Obi.3.1.Cor-4.3,4-Tindge not my felfe 1 know
nothing by myfelfe. Here Panlas not being pri-
uieto his owneeftate , refufethto gineany
iudgement cf his righteonfnes. A/ It is ma-
nifeft by the wordsof this epiftle, that certain
in Corinth,boldly more then wifelz, cenfured ‘

the Apoftles minifterie,and withall difgraced |

it
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it inrefpect of the miniftry of other teachers.
Therefore Panlinthis cbapter goes aboutto
make an Apologie for it, fpeaking nothing
ofhis owne perfon and the eftate thereof be-
fore God , but onely of his minifterie and the
excellencie thereof. And this is the iudge-
ment of Theodoret, e Aquinas, and Livavpon
this text. And when he faith,Z indge nos my felf,
hismeaning is, I take ot vpon me to iudgc of
what valoe and price my minifterie is before
God,in refpet of the miniftery of this or that
man: butIleaueall to God. Hercthen Paxl
refufeth only to giue iudgement of the excel-
lencie of his own minifterie, and inother cau-
fes herefufeth net to iudge himfelfe; as when
hefaid, bane fought 4 good fight, 1 bane kept the
faith,henceforeh is laid vp for me thecrown of righ-
teonfueffe, whichthe Lord the vighteons indge fhall
gineme, 2 Tim. 4.8. And Chryfoffome on this
place faith, that Paslrefufedto iudge himfelfc
not fimply , but onely forthisend, that hee
might reftraineothers, and te-chthum: mode-
ttie. And where Panl faith,J know nothing by my
| felfe the fpeech s not general, buc muft be vn-
derftood of negligences and offences in the
compaffe of his minifterie. Forhe was privie
tohimfelfe,that in fimplicity andgodly pureneffe,
be hadhis conuerfationintheworld,2 Cor.x.12 &
heknew this by himfelfe, thatnothing (houldfe-
ser bim fromthe loue of Godin Chrift ,Rom. 8. 38,
Obic. 4. That we may be iuftified there is
fome what required in vs,namely faith; & re-
pentance: and where thefe are wanting,aman
cannotbe iuflified. Now noman can be cer-
taine by the certainty of faith, that herepents
ofhis fins with all his heart, andthathe hath
fuch a faith,as God requires at our hands,con-
fidcring there isno teftimony inthe word, of
our faithand repentance in particular. There-
fore no man can be certaine by certainty of
faith,that his finnes are pardoned. Anfiv.Itis
notneceflary that any man fhouid be certaine
by faith of his faith and repentance; becaufe
faith is onely of fuchthingsas are not prefent,
whereas faith and repentance are truely pre-
fent in all that truely beleeuc and repent,itfhal
be fufficient if a manmay any way be vnfalli-
bly certaine that he baththem. And though
fome men falfly perfivade themfclues that they
belecue , yet he that hath true faith indecde,
knows that he hath true faith;euen as certain-
ly,as he that vnderftands,knowes that he vn-
derftands. Paul faith to the Corinthians,Proue
| your [elues whet ber ye be inthe faithor ne, 2.Cor.
13.5. hereby gining them to vnderftand, that
al which beleeuc,baucthe fpirit of difcerning,
to know certainely that they doe belecue. A-
gaine,he faith of himfelfe, 2. Tims.y.12. 1 know
whom 1 hausbelecued. And S.obn faith,1.cpift.
34344 By this we know that hee dwels in vs.by the
 [pirst which he bath giuen vs; making no quefti-
onof it, butthat hee which hath the fpirit,
knowes that he hath the fame. And teftimo-
nies of me are not wanting inthis cafe. Aug.
(a) Eneryone feethfaith tobe in bis owne heart, if |

A

B

C

be beleenes:ifmot,he fecthit to be wanting, Again,
(b)Abeleener fecth bis owne faith,bywhich he un-
fwereth,that he beleeneth without doube,and(c)he
which loucth bis brothey, more knoweth the joye
whereby hee loueth, then hisbrother whom bee Jo.

faith ; yet we know not whether it be faffici-
entorno: I anfwer that faith becing without
hypocrifie, is fufficient to faluation, though it
be voperfe&. Ged more refpe@s the truth of
our faith,then the perfe@ion thereof. And as
the hand of the childe, or of thepalfie man,
though it be feeble,is able toreach out it feife,
and receive an almes of a Prince ; {0 the faith
thatis but weake, isable to apprehend and
receiue Chrift with all his benefits.

Obieit. 5.Pron.28.14. Bleffed is the man that
\feareth alwaies, Phil.3.12. Worke  your faluation
wathfeare andsrembling.oAnf. Thereisathree-
fold feare,one of wasure,the fecod of gracesthe
third ot difirafi Feare of nature isthat,wherby
the nature of man is troubled with any thing
thais hurtfull vate it,and therefore anoideth
it.Feare of grace,isthat excellentgift which is
called the beginning of wifedsme,and it is a cer-
tainaweor reucrence vnto Godsin whofepre-
fence we doe whatfoeuer we doc. Feare of di-
firaft is,when men tremble at the indgements
of God for their finnes, becaufe they haueno
hope of mercy. Ofthefe three, the firft was
good by creation, and therefore it was in our
Saniour Chrift;but fince the falitis defe@ine.
The third isavice,called flavifh feare. And the
fecond isthat whichis commanded in thefe,
and the like places of Serivture: the intent
Whereof,is tomake vs cic:.nfpe@ and feare-
full left we fhould offend God by any fin, our
owne weakenefleconfidered , and the immi-
nent iudgements of God. And this kinde of
feare,as alfothe firlt,may ftand with certainty
of faith, Rom. 11.20. Thos fFandeft byfaith; be
#ot bigh mindedbut feare, Pfal. 2. 11, Seruethe
Lordinfeare,and reioyce in trembling.

0b.6. Wherethereis no word, there isno
faith. For faithand the word of God be rela-
tiues.But thereis noword of God that faithto
particular men,Cornelis,or Peter,or lohn, thy
finnes are pardoned, excepting a few perfons;
as Mary Magdalen, and the palfie man, &c.
Therefore thereis no particular faith. Anfir.
Though there be no word fer downe in Scrip-
turestouching the faluation of this or that par-
ticular man, yet thercisfet downethat which
is equiualent to a particular word, & asmuch
in cffe@. For the promifc of remifsionof fins
and Jife euerlafting, is giuen with a comman-
dement , that encry man 4 apply the promife
to himfelfe,as I haue before prooned:andthis
isaltegether as much, as if euery mans parti-
culax name had bin put in the promife. 1adde
further, thatthe promifes of the Gofpel muft
be cofidered two waies, firft,as they are gene=
rally fet down in Scripture,without applicati-
ontoanyperfon: fecondly,astheyaretanght
and publifhed inthe miniftery of the word;the

end

#eth. Againe, whereas it is faid, that hauing |©

(]

b Epip,

11,

cLibs,

de. Trip,
8.

dRead
Bernard
ferm.de
Agnunt.




—

A Treatife

of Confeience. sps

! cnd whereof is to apply them to the perfous
| of men,partly by preaching, and partly by ad- !
i miniltringthe Sacraments of Baptifine, and |
' ¢he Lords fupper, which are feales of righte-
i oufiies of faith.Now the promif¢ apptied,nd |
| (asTmay fay) particularized tothe members |
! ofthe Church, isbythe vertue of Gods ordi-
i nance asmuch , asif God himfelfe had giuen
ithe promife particularly , and annexed mens
| names vntoit. Itis fucther replyed, that the
! promifcof remifsid of fin ispreached not fim- |
'ply,but vpon condition of mens faichand re-
!pentance, which indeede cannot be certainly
' knowne. I anfwer again(as I haue already pro-
ued)thathe whichtiuly beleeneth & repéreth,
knoweththat he doth ceriély belecue & repét,
Obiect, 7. To belecue the pardon of a mans
owne fins,is nonc of the articles of faith, pro-
poundedin any Creed,either of the Apoltles, :
or the Nicene fathers,or drhanafiizs, or any o- |
sher Creed..4nf This faith is contained vader |
thefe words: ] beleese remijfion of fins:& I proue
it thus. Thefe words are anarticle of Cirittian |
taith, & therefore they muft in fenfe containe |
mare thenthe dineldothor can belecue; now |
the diuel beleeneth thus much, that God gines |
remifsion of finnes to his Church. Chriftian |
men therefore mult goe one ftep further , and
beleeue particalacly the remifsion of their
owne fins. Otherwiie,ifthe Papilts will hane
the Catholike faich tobeleeue no morein this
point,then the damned fpirits beleeue, letehe
take it to themfelues. But they reply further, 1
thatifthere wereany fucharticle of faith then
fome perfons mutk beleeue, thatthey areinft,
though they wiilingly commit moctall finne,
which is anenident falfhood. 47/ He that be-
lcenes thic pardonof his owne finnes by true
faich,hath tic fpiritof God in him, and a con-
ftane purpofe not to fin againft God, & there-
forcif he fin, it is againit bus porpoft,and with-
outany full confentof will: & it isnot he that
dothit, bntthe fia that dwelleth in him. But
ific o fallout,thac the childe of God beouer-
taken with any a&uallfin , then hiscafe ftan-
dethchus:he hathby his fal wounded his con-
feience,weakened his faith,bercaued himfelfe
of Gods fauour, as muchas in him lieth;made
himfelfe guilty of a finne, and worthy of dam-
nati6: & God for his part accordingly tarnes
the woonted fignes of his fauonr , into fignes
of anger and difpleafurc: and theugh it bee |
pardoned in the putpofz of God, yetitisnot |

a&aally paedoned, till the partie repent. |

Things ftanding thus , we teach not that men !
“iecue the pardon ot their finues, while |
{they linzand lie in them; for that were flatly
Itoteach falthood for truths bus dur dodrine
jis, thatfuch pzefons mait firfk of all humble
|themfelues, and fxy wich the prodigall childe,
|that they haue finned againit God, and are
{not worthy to bee called his children any
ymore: and againe renue their decaied faith
1and repentance, that they may belecue (as be-
Etorc) their perte reconcilfation with God.

A | Obiest. 8. In refpe& of God, whois tiuth|
Hirfelfe,we areto belecue the promife i
cular:yet if we refpe cur owne vawortiite:
and indifpofition, we are tefeare and in fome
partto doubt. For the promife of remifsio: ot
| finnes, isnotabfolute, but depends vp.
condition of our works. Therfore our cert
ticis only conie@urall.Anf L anfiver firft cha
inrcfped of our owne vnworthinefiz | we are |
not to doubt of our faluation, but tobe cut of)
al doubt,yea do defpaire beforeihe indgement |
featof God. For they which arecf the workes|
of the law,are vrder the curfe, Gal.g.10. anc;
Pazl faith of hisown workes of grace.Jn this £
{ems ot suflified, 1.Cor 4.4, And Danid becing!
B, outot alldoubtof hisowin defcrued damnati-!
on,in regard of kisowne vnwor-hvnefle, faith |
frcely, Enrer not into indgement withehy feruant, |
O Lord fornoflefh fhall beiuflifiedin thy fight . A- i
gaine, the confideration ef an worthuncfle in|

our felues, dothrnot hinder a refolution con- !

cerning Gods mercie in Chgilt. Fortrue faith
mzkes anentrance vito God with boldneffe, (1]
£y with boldnefl: )uer: for thofe perfous chac:
are voworthy in themfelues. Epb. 4,12 And!
| Abrabam(whofz faithisto be tollowed ot vs) |
did not vpon the confideration of hisolc d:-
caizd bady,relt himfelfe with bare hope vpon |
alikelihood of the accompiifhment of Gods!
promife,but he beleenzdvnder hope, enen againft|
lJopu,R5.4. 18.Lattly,] anfwer,tnat the ground
C | ot the former obie@ion is erroneons; namely,
that the promife of falnation depends vpon
the codition of our warks: becaufe the Scrip-|
ture faith, Tt is made & accomplifhed on mnns!
part frecly.I grantindeed,that to the premife
there is annexed a condition of faiths yei faith
muft not here be confidered asa worke, tut as
an inftrument apprehending Chrift with his
benefits: and withall, repentance with the
fraitsthereof,are on our part required ; yetno
| otherwife, buras they are neceflary cofequés
of faith, & thefignes and documents thercof,
Obicét,9.Noman knowes al his fins: no man
therefore can cerrainly know that all his fins
are pardened,and that he is accepted of God.
Axfw. The ground of this argument is faife :
D namely, that a man cannot be affured of the
pardon of his fins,if fome of t:€ be voknown.
! And to make this manifeft, I will lay down a
more certaine ground,which fhall be this. As
1 thecafe isin Repentance, foisitalfoinfaith:
| but there may be true & fufficient repentance
| of vnknowne finnes. God indeede requires a
! particalar repcatance for particular knowne
i finnes : but it they be hidden and voknowne,
he accepts a gencrall repentance. Anexample
| whereof we hauc in Dawid, Pfal, 19.12. Whe
 kmowes{aich he, the ervoisrs of this life2then purge
" mc from my fecret finnes. Uit werenotas Uhaue

| faid, neither Daitid, nor any man elfe could be

faved. For when Dasid repented greatly of |
! his murder and adulterie, yer we find notthat |
i hiee repented particularly of his polygamie s |
'which in all likelihood , through the fwinge |

and
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(I and cuftome of thofe times , was not then re- A rvnfallible & fpeciall certaint{gf ﬁinh,‘&h}h

pated to beany fin; fpecially in the perfon of [
|2 kingzand yet becaufe(as we know )he is cer- |
| tainly faued,this very finis pardoned. There-
fore when God pardons theknowne finnes of |
men,whereof they doe in particalar repent, he |
doth withall pardon the rcft that are va-|
krowne. And by thisitappeares, that theig-!
\ norance of fome hidden finnnes , after a man !
withdiligence hath fearched himfelfe, cannot !
{preiudice an vnfallible affurance of the par-.
donofthemall,and of his owne faluation. |

Obitét, 10. Wepray for the pardon of our
owne finnes, and thexfore weare vncertainof’
pardon; the manwhich knowes that hehath |
pardon, neede not pray for it : Ianfwer firft,
when we are taught by Chrift to pray for the
forgineneffe of our debts, weare put inminde
not to feeke the pardon of all our fins, whe-
ther paftor prefent;but fpecially of our prefent
and daily offences, whereby wee make onr
felues day by day,guiltic, till fuch time as wee
humbie cur felucs, and repent of them. Se~
condly,by this petition we aretaught,to aske
the increafc of our affurance; becaafe, though
Ged beftow endleflc mercie on vs, yet we are
skart in receining of it : our hearts being like
anatrow necked veflll,which being calt euen
into the Oceanfea, xeceiueth in water oncly
dropby drep.

Gbseit.11. Noman can belecuc his owne ful- |
uatio,as he belecues the articles of faithther- |
forenomancanbeleene the pardon of his fins,
and his faluation, by an infallible certainty. I
anfwer, firft,that cucry onethat lookes for fal-
uation by Chriltyis bound in confcience as cer-
tainly tobelecue his owne faluation, & acop-
tionby Chrilt , as he belecues the articles of
faith. Becaufeto the promife of life there is
anncxed a commandementto belecue & apply
it. Sccondly,this faith whereby we are to be-
lecue our owne faluation,if we refpe@ the true
& propernature thercof, isas certaine as thae
faith whereby we beleeue the articles of faith.
Thirdly , as there be dincrs ages in the life of
man, {0 there be diners degrecsand meafares
oftruc faith. There is fitlt of alla begioning

bruifed vesd , whici Chritt will neuer quench
vor braife. Agaiue,there is weake faith, which
beleencth the promife teucly, butyet itis per-
plexedwith many doubtings. Laltly, there is
frong faith, which hath oucrcome all doub-
tings,and isnot only for vature cextain(as the
formeris) but alfo alarge and plentifull per-
fivafionof Gods mercie in Chrift. Examples
of this we hauc in Abrabans, Dasid, the Mar-
tyrs,& flich like worthy men. Now by the fe-
cond faith, men doas cerzainly belceue their
adoprion asthearticles, but not {0 firmely and
fully. Batby the laft,temifsion of finnes 15 not
onclyasccrtainely, buralfo as fully beleeucd,
asanarticle of faith,

Obiett. 12. Ancient fathers, the lights of
Gods Church, hane alwaies condemncd this

or rudiment of faith, like the fimoking flaxe and D

‘B

}

the Proteftants hold & maintain..du/. Though
we buiid not the do&trine of our religion vpon
the indgeméts of men,yet we refufe notin this
and other points, to bec tried by the Fathers,
whofe writings well vnderftood , make more
for vs then for the Popifh religion. And their
teftimonies commonly allezdged to confute
the cerrainty of fpeciall faith, are much aby.
fed.1.Many of them ferue to proue that a may
cannot judge anddifcerne of euery particular
motion and grace of his heart, of the increafe
oftl.efe graces:& the contrary difeafe, of 1pe-
ciall vices and wants: many whercofare hid.
den from the vnderftaiding. Theodorei in his
commenc, 1.Cor.4.d willnot, faith he, freemy
[elfe from finnebut wait thefentence of God.: foris
oftenfals ont,that menfinneof ignorance, & thinke
8hat tobe equall and iuft which the Godof al fees 1o
be osherwife. Auguffine de verbis Dei, ferm.2 3
Peraduenturethon findeft wothing in thycifsience:
but he finds fomething that feethbetter.And vpon
Pfalax. 1 Rnow tha the inflice of my God fhall a.
bide bt whet ber mine fhal or no,1 ksow nat :for the
faying of theApofleserrifiethame, Hewkichthinks
b ftands let him take heede leff be fall. Here hee
fpeakesof hisinward righteoufhes, and that,
as itis confidered in it felfe, without the afsj.
ftance of God. For he addes afterward, Ther-
fore becanfe there is roffabilitie in me for my felfe,
bereupon my foule is troubledfor my felfe. Chryfo-,
flome,homil. 87. on dobn.1 am grieucd,left pey..
aducnture [uppofing my felfe to lose, 1 doenot loug,
as before:when I fecmedconftant ¢5- Conragions .
to my felfe, ] was found but a daffard. Vhefe and
atheofand like reftimonies prooue nothing,
For though aman cannot fully difcerne bis
hearr,cither inretpe@ of euery one of hisown
fins,or in refpect of cuery grace ; yetthis hin-
|dersnot , but that he may haue an vofallible
certainty of his faluation, andalfo a fufficient
giftto difcerne his owne faich and repentance.
11.Other places muft be vaderftood of prond
prefomptic, & of a kind of fecuritie, in which
mendreame of eafe and libertic,without trou.
ble ortemptation. Auguft,de corrept.& grat.
cap13. Whoof allthe company of thefasthfull, s
dong as he liues 1n this mort allcodition, can prefiic,
 thas be is of the number of the predeftinate? And,
de bona perfever.cap.22. Noman can be  fecure
touching eternalllife,tillehis lifebe ended. Bernard
cpift-167. Haning now receined the kaotvledge of|
biwrfelfe inpart, he mayreioyce in hapesbus not in
| fecurity asyet Hieron. Dan.4 Let #0 man boldly
| promisje toanother the pardonef finnes 111, Some
| places anouch , that aman cannot befure of |
| prefeuerance to the end,without falles and de-
| caies ingracé:all which we graunt. Anguff. de
i civie.Detslib.11.cap.x 2. Although the Sainesbe
| (a)certasneof the reward of their perfencrance,yer
they areboundtobe vrcertain of their perfencrance
4t felfe: for what man can kpow that be foallperfe
nere snthe prattife andincreafe of right eonfnes v
totheend, excepr be be affiiredof st by fomerene-
Hation? 1V. Some places muft be vnderftood
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exception : & if it be done but te fome alone,
itisbut counterfeitobedience : and he thatis
guiltie in one is guiltie in all.

Asaregenerate confcience ginesteftimonie
of our newe obedience; fo doth it alfo by cer-
taine fweete motions {tirre men forward to
petformethe fame. Pfal.16.7. Myreines(that
is, the mindand confcience inlightned by the
{pirit of God) teach meinthe night feafon, Efai.
30.21. Andthine eares hall beare a word bebind
shee,faying, This is the way,walke yee in it when
thow tarneftto therighs band, andwhenthontur-
neff tothe left Now this word is not onely the
voice of Paftours & teachers in the open mi-
nifterie, butalfothe voice of renued confci-
ence inwardly by many fecret cogitations
fnibbing them that are abouttofin. A Chri-
ftian man is not onely a Prieft and a prophet;
but alfo a fpirituall king,euen in this life: and
the Lord in mercie hath vouchfafed him this
honour , that his confcience renewed within
him, fhall bee his folliciter to put him in mind
of al his affaires and dutieswhich heisto per-
forme to God:yea it isthe controller to fee all
things keptin order in the heart, whichis the
temple.and habitation of the holy Ghoft.

The fecond officein confcience regenerate
is to excufe, thatis,tocleare aud defend aman
cuen before God againtt all hisenemies both
bodily and ghoftly. Pfal.7.8. ludgethon me,0
Lordyaccording tomy righsconfns(f¢,and according
tonsineinnecencie inme Again.26.1,2. Indgeme
0 Lordfor I hane walked in mineinnocencie,c5c.
Prone me,O Lord,andtrie me:examine myreines
& my heart. That the confCience candoe this,
'|it fpecially appeares in the cofliét & combate
made by itagaint the diuell , onthis manner.

The diuell begins and difputes thus. Thou,
Owretched man, artamott grieuous finner:
therefore thou art but a damned wretch. The
conftience anfwereth and faich ; I know that
Chritt hath made a fatisfacion for my fins,
and freed me from damnation.The diuell re-
plyeth againe thus; Though Chrilt hath freed
thee from death by his death 3 yet thouart
quite barred from heaucn, becanfe thou neuer
diddeft fulfill the law. The confcience anfwe-
reth, T know that Chrift is my righteoufneffe
and hath fulfilled the law for me: Thirdly,the
deuill replies and faith, Chrift benefits be-
long not tothee,thouart but an hypocrite and
wanteft faith.Nowwh€ aman is driuen tothis
{trait, it is neither wit, nor learning, nor fa-
uour, nor honout, that can repulfe this tétati-
on,but onely the poore confcience dire&ed &
fan@ified by the fpirit of God , which boldly
& conftantly anfwereth, 7 know that 1 beleene.

And though it be the office of the confciéce
after it is renued principally to excufe, yet
doth it alfo in part accufe. When Danid had
mumbred the people , bis besre fiote him ,
2. Sam. 24. 10. lob faith in his affliGion that
Gad didwrite bitter things againft bim,and made
(ims poffeffe the fimnes of his yeutb, lob.y 3.26.The
rtea(on hereof is,becanfe the whele man & the

B

C

A | verie confcience is onely in part regenerate, &
therefore in fome part remaines ftill corrupr,

Neither muft it feeme ftrange that one and
the fame confcicnce fhould both accufe & ex-
cofe,becanfe itdoth it not inone and the fame
refpe@. Irexcufeth, inthatit affareth a man
thathis prefon ftands righteous before God,
and that he hath an indeauour in the generall
courfe of his lifetopleafe God : it accefeth
him for his particular {lips, and for the wants
that be in his good a&ions.

If any fhall demaund why G O D doth not
perfedtly regenerate the confcience & caufe it
onely to excufe, the anfwer is this. Goddoth
itfor the preuenting of great mifchicfe- When
the Ifraelites came vnto the land of Canaan,
the Cananites werenot at the firft wholly dif-
placed. Why? Mofes rendreth the reafon;Left
wilde beafts come and inhabit fome parts of
the land that were difpeopled, and more an-
noy themthen the Canaanites.In like manner
God renues the confcience ; buc {0 asit fhall
ftiilaceufe when occafion ferueth;for the pre-
uenting of many daungerous finnes whichlike
wild bealts would make hauocke of the foule,
Thus much of good confcience: now fol-
lowesenill confcience : and that is fo called
partly becanfe it is defiled and corrupted by
originall finne, and partly becaufe it is euill,
thatis, troublefome and painefull inour fenfc
and feclingsas all forrowes, calamitics, 8 mi-
feriesare called exils. And though confcience
bee thus tearmed euill, yet hathit fome re-
fpe@s of generall goodneffe , inasmuchas it
is an inftrument of the execution of diuine
Tuftice : becanfe it feruesto accufe them be-
fore God, whichare iuftly to be accufed.

It hath fpread it felfe ouer mankinde as ge-
nerally as originall fin: and therfore it is tobe
found in all men that come of Adam by ordi-
nary generation. The propertic of it is,with
allthe power it hath,toaccufe and condemne,
and thereby to makea man afraid of the pre-
fence of God, andto caufe him to flie from
God as from an enemy. This the Lord fignifi-
ed whhe faid to Adams, Adamwhere art thou?
When Peter faw fome little glimmering of the
power and Maicftie of G O D in the great
dravght offifh, he fellon his knees and faid to
Chrift, Lord,goe froms me for 1 am a ficfull man.

Euill conicience is either ded o flirring.
Dead confcience is that, which thoughit can
doc nothing but aceufe , yet commonly itlies
quiet,accufing little or nothing at all.

The caufes why confcience lycth dead inall
mé eithermoreor lefle,are many. I. Defe@ of
reafon or vaderftanding in crazed braines. 11.
Violence & ftrengthof affeions, whichasa
cloud do ouer-caft the minde,and asa gulfe of
water fwallow vp the indgement andreafon :
and therefore hinder the confcience from ac-
cufing; for when reafon cannotdoe his part,
then confcience doth nething. For example:
fome one in his rage behaues himfelfe like a
madde man , and willingly commitsany mif-
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chiefie without any controlment of confci-

ence:but when choler isdown, hebeginstobe
‘sfhamed and troubled in himfelfe,not alwaies
by grace, but cxgnby the fos:cc of I‘.i_s natnrall
,confcience, which when aftection is calmed
“begins to ftirre , as appeareth in the example
{of Cain.. 111, Ignorance of Gods willand er-
rouxs in indgement, caufe the confience to be
! quict,when it ought to accufe. This we finde
! by experience inthedeath of obftinate here-
i tickes, which fuffex for their damnable opini-

ons withiout checkeof confcience
! Dead confcience hath two degrees. The
i ficft is the {lumbering or thebenummed con -
 fcience; the focond is the fcared confcience.

The bennmmedcdfcience isthat, whichdoth
I not accufe a man for any tinne , valeficitbee
i grieuous or capitall 3 and notalwaies fot that
(st onely in the time of fome gricuous ficke-
| nefle or calamitie. Jofephs brerhren were not
! much troubled in confcience for their villanie
{in felling their brother, till afterward when
they were affliGted with famine and dllhf:(fcd
inEgypr, Gen42.21. Thisisthe confcience
that commouoly reignes in the hearts of drou-
fie Proteftants, of all carnall and luke-warme
i gofpellers, and of fuchas are commonly tear-
{ med cinil honeft men,whofe apparant integri-
tie wil not free them from guiltie confciences.

Such a confcience is to bee taken heede of,
asbeeing moft dangerous, It is like awilde
beaft, which {o longashe licsa fleepe feemes
very tame and gentle, andhurtsnoman : but
when hee isroufed, he then awakes and flies
into amansface,& offersto puleut histhroat.
And foitis the manner ofa dead confcience,
tolie ftill and quiet cuen through the courfe
of 2 mans life : and hereupon a man would
thinke (as moft doc) that it werea good con.
fcience indeede: butwheu fickeneffe or death
approcheth, itbecing awakcd by the hand of
God, beginnes to ftand vpon his legges , and
fhewes his fierce eies,& offers to rendouteuen
the very throat of the fonle. And heathé Poets
knowing this right wel, have copared enil ¢6-
{ci€ce ro Furics purfuing men with fire-brids,

The fearedconfiience isthat, which doth not
accufc forany finme;no not for great finnes. It
iscompared by Pawl.1.Tim.4.2.tothe part ot
amans bodie which is not onely bereft of
{enfe, life, & motion by the gangrene, but alfo
isburnt with a fearing yron:& thercfore muft
needes bee viterly pattall feeling.

‘Thiskind of confcience is not 1n all men,but
in fuch perfons as are become obitinate here-
tickes and notorions malcfattours. And it is
ot in thé by nature , butby anincreafe of the
cortuption of natures & that by certaine fteps
and degrees. Fornatarally cucry man hath in
him blindnefleof minde, and obftinacie or
frowardnes of heart,yet {0,~s with the blind-
nefle and ignorance of minde,are ioyncd fome
remnantes of the light of nature, fhewing vs
what is good and cuill. Now the heartof man
beeing cxceedingly obftinate & peruerfe,car-
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rieth him to comit fins enen againd the light
of nature & common fenfe: by practie of fuch:
fins the light of nature is extinguifhed: & then
commeth the reprobate minde ,. which judgeth
euill good, & good euill:after this follows the
[eared confeience in which there is nofeeling ox
remorfe: & after thig comes an exseeding gree.
dinestoall maner of fin, Eph.4. 19. Rom.1.18,

Here it may be demanded,; how mens con-
fciencesfhall accufe them in the day of indge.
ment, if they be thus benummed and feared in

laft indgement all fhall bee brought before
Chrift,& that the books thenfhall be opened:
among thefe bookes no doubt confcience is
one. Wherefore though a dead conftience in
this life be asa clofed or fealed booke(becaufe
it doth either litle or nothing accufe, )vet after
this life, it fhal be as a booke laid open becaufe
God fhall inlighten it,and {o ftirre it vp by his
mighty power that it fhal be able to reueale &
difcouer al the fins that aman euex committed,

Stirring confoience, is that whichdeth fenfi-
bly either accuft or excufe. And it hath foure
differences.

Thefirft , which accufeth a man for doing
cuill- This muft needs be an cuil cofcience. Be-
caufe to accufe is not a propertie that belongs
toitby creation, but adefe that followeth
atter the fall. And if the conftience which
truly accufeth a manfor hisfins, wereagood
confesence, then the worlt man thatis, might
haveageod confcience ; which cannot be.

‘When the accufation of the confcience is
more forcivle and violent, itis called a woss-
ded ox troubled confosence: which though of it
fclfeit be netgood nor any grace of God; yet
by tie goodneflc of God it feructhoftento be
an occ:«fion or preparatid to grace;asaneedle,
that drawes the thread into the cloath, is fome
meanes whereby the cloath is fewed togither.

The fecondsisthat which accufeth for doing
well. Anditis to beefoand in them thac are
giuen to idolatry and fuperftition. As inthe
Churchof Rome:in which,becaufe mens con-
fciences are nfhared & intdgled with humane
traditions , many are troubled for doingthat
which is good init felfe, or atthe leaft a thing
indifferent. As for example:let a prieft omitto
fay mafle & to fay hiscanonical houres,his c6+
fcience will accuft: him therfore:though the o-
mitting of the canonicall houres & of the ido-
latours maffe,be indeed by Gods word no fin.

The third, is the confcience which excufeth
for doing that whichis euill. This alfoisto be
found in them that are giuen to Idolatry and
fuperflitid. And there is a particular example
hereof, Ioh,16.2.Y ea the tivse fhal come,that who
\foener kelleh yon willthinke that be doth Godgood
\feritiss. Such isthe confcience of Popifh trai-
tours inthefe dales , thatare ncuer touched at
all,though they intend and eriterprife horrible
villanies,and be putto death therefore.

Thefourth, is that which excufethfor well
doing: fome times, and in fome particalar

actions

this life.Anfw.It is faid. Rew. 20,22.thatat the.
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acions of carnall men. When dbimelech had |A
takenSarabfrom eAbrabam, God fiid voto
himina dreame, I krow that thon diddeft this
with an vpright minde, Gen. 20.6. This may be
tearmed * good confcience, but is indeede
‘otherwife. For though it doe truly excufein
one particular action , yet becaufe the manin
whom itis, may be varegenerate and asyet
ontof Chrilt,and becaufe it dothaccuic inma-
ny other matters; therefore it is no good con-
fcience. If all the vertuesof naturall men are
indeed but certaine b beautifull fins, and theic
righteoufneffe bur a carnall righteoufnefie;
then the confCience alfo of a carnall man »
though itexcufe him for weil doing, is but a
carnall confcience.
C

o]

AP, IIII.

Mans dutie toncking confosence.

Ans dutie concerning confcience is
‘ two-fold. The firltis, if we want good
' confcience aboue all things to labour to ob-
taine it: for it is not giuen by naturctoany
man, butcomes by grace.

For the obtaining of good confcisnce, threc
things muft bee procured; a preparation to
good confcience; the applying of the reme-
die; the reformationof confcience. .

Inthe preparatid, foure thingsare required.
The firlt,is the knowledge of the law,and the
particular commandements thereof, whereby
we are taught what is good, what is bad;what
may be done, and what may not be done. ic

The men of our daies, that they may haue |
therigat kuowledge of the law,mult lay afide |
many erronious and foolith opinious, which '
they hold flat again(t the true meaning of the |
law of God; otherwife they can ncuer be able |
to difcernc betweene fin and no finne. Theit |
fpeciall & commonopinionsare thefe: I.That
they canloue God withal their hearts,& their |
ncighbors as themfelues ; thatthey feare God
aboug all,and truft in him alone ; & that they
cuerdidfo. I 1. That to rehearfe the Lords
prayer, the beleefe, and ten commandements,
(without vnderftanding of the words , and
without affe&i6)isthe true & whole worthip
of God.111.That a man may fecke towizarl:
& footh-fayers without offence, becaufe God
hath provided a falue for euery fore. IV. That |
to fiveare by good things and in the way of |
truth,is not a fin. V. Thata man going about
his ordinary affaires at home orabroad onthe
Sabbathday , may as well feruc Godasthey
which heare allthe fermons inthe world. VI.
That religion & the practife therof,is nothing
but an afféted precifenefle : that couctoufnes
the roote of cutllyis nothing but worldlineffe 3
that pride is nothing but a care of honefty and
cleanelines ; that fingle fornication is nothing
but the tricke of youth:that fwearing and blaf-
pheming argue the couragious minde of a
braue gentleman. V I I. Thataman may doe
with his own what he wil,& make as muchof
itas he can ; Hence arife all the frauds and bad
pradifes in tratficke betweene manand man.

D

| Thefecondthing required, isthe kuowledz®
)of the indiciall fentence of the law, whichre-
| folutcly pronounceththat acuric isdue to man
| for euery fin,Gal.3.10. Very feware refolued
of thetruth of this point , and very few doe
vnfainedly beleeue it, becaufc mens minds
are poflefled with a contraris opinion , that
thoughtaey finne againt God, yet they fhall
efcape death and damnation. Dawid Grith, The
wisked man(that is,eucry ma natarally Yolefforh
himfelfe, Pf10.3.& be maketh a leaguewith hell
anddeath, Efay 38, 15. This appearcth alfo by
experience. Let the miniftersot tie Gofpell
reprooue fin, and denounce Gods indgements
againit it according to the rule of Godswerd,
yet men will not feare : ftones will almolt as
foone mooue in the wals,and the pillars of our
Churches, as the flinrie hearts of men. And
thereafon hereof is, becauft their minds are
foreftalled with this abfurd conceit, that they
are not indanger of the wrath of God,though
they offend. And the opinionof our common :
people is hereunto anfwerable , who thinke |
thatif they hauea good meaning , and doeno
man any hurt, God will haue them excufed |
both inthis lifcand in theday ofindgement.

The thitd, isasuft and feriens cxamination of ;
the confciencety the law , that weemay fee
what is our eftate betore God. Andthis is a |

dutie vpon which the Prophets ftand very l
wmuch. Li, 3. 40 Manfufferceh for his fin:let vs |
Jearch and tricour hiearts, andturne againe tothe :
| Lord, Zeph 2.1, Fanne your [lues,fanyou,0 na- |
‘riaﬂ,ﬂaﬁ waorthy to be belosed. 1a making (xami- |
nation wee muft fpeciatly tuke notice of that |
which doth now lic or may hercatter lic vpon I
the confcicnce. And afier due examination !
hathbin made , a man comes toa knowledge !
of his finin particular,and of hiswretched and '
miferable cftate:whé oneentersintohis houfe !
ac midnight,he findsor fecs nothing out of or-
ders but let him come in the day time when
the Sun fhineth , and then he fhail efpie many
faults in the houfe,and the very motesthat flie
vp and downe: fo let aman fearch hisheart in
the ignorance and blindncffe of his minde, hee
will ltraightway thinke all is well : butlet him
once begin to fearch himfelfe with the light &
lanterne of the law, & he fhall find many toule
corners inhisheart, & heaps of finsin his lite,

The fourth, is a ferrow in refpec of the pu-
nifhment of finne: ariling of the three former
a@ions. And though this forrow be no grace,
for it befalsas wel the wickedasthe godly:yet
may it be an occafion of grace, becaufe by the
apprehenfion of Godsanger , we come tothe |
apprehenfion of his mercy. And it is better |
that confiicnce fhould griene and wound vs|
and doe his worlt againit vsin this lite,while
remedy may be had, thenafterthis life, when
remedy is paft.

Thus much of preparation: now followes,
the rewsedy,& the applicatio of it. The remedy is !
nothing elfe but the blood or merits of Chrilt |
who fpecially in confcience fele the wrat!
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dearh:and his agony was not fo much paine &
torment in bodie , astheapprehenfion of the
feare and anger of God in c&fciencesand when |
the holy Ghoft faith , That he offered vito God |
| prayerswith flrong cries & was heard, ﬁf"" fm,'e, |
he directly notes the diftrefle & anguith of his
moft holy confcience for our fins. And asthe
blood of Chrift isan all-fufficient remedie,fo
is it alfo the alone remedie of all fores and
wounds of confcience. Fornothing can ftanch
or flay the terrors of confcience,but the blood
of the immaculate Lambe of God : notling
can fatisfie the indgement of the conicience,
much lefle the moft feuere iudgement of God,
butthe onely fatisfaction of Chrift. Inthe ap-
plication of the remedie, two things arercqui-
red : the Gofpel preached,and faith: the Gof-
pellisthe hand of God, thatoffereth grace to
vs: & faith iscur hand whereby we receiue it.

That weindeed by faith may receive Chrift
with all his benefits,we muft putin pra&tife 2.
Icffons. The firftis, vnfainedly to humble our
felues before God for all our wants,breaches,
and woundsin confcicnce : whicn,being voto
vsa Paradife of God,by our default wee hane
madeas it werea little hell within vs. This hu-

B

miliation is the beginning of all grace & reli-
gion: pride and good conicience canneucr goe
together. And fuch as haue knowledge inreli-
gionand many other good gifts without hu-
miliation,are but vabridled, vomortified, and
vareformed perfons. This humiliation contaj-
neth init twoduties, the firft is confefsion of
our finnes,efpecially of thofe that lie vpenour |
confeiences: wherewith muft be ioyned the |
accufing and condemning of our felues : for,

ternall damnation after this life. The fecond |
dutie is Deprecation,which is a kind of pray- |
cr made with groanes and defires of heart, in |
which we intreat for nothing but for the par-~ ‘
den of eur finnes,and that for Chrifts fake, till
fizch time as the confcience be pacificd.

To this humiliation fanding on thefe two
varts , excelient promifes of grace and life
cuerlafting are made. Prou.28. 13. He that bi |
deth bis finnes.fhallnot prosper: bue he that confef- |
\feth and forfaketh them fbal find mercy.x . Job 1.5,
If we acknowledge onr fins , he is fasthfull andinft
toforgiucvs our finics : andto cleanfe s from all
vnrighteonfnes. Luk 1.5 3. He bath filledthe bus.
ry with goodthings and fent the rich empty away,
Which are alfo verified by experience in fun-
dryexamples.2 Sam.y2.1 3« Dansdfaidto Na.
than,1 baue finned againft the Lord, And Nathan

aidto Dauid, The Lordalfo bath put away thy fin,
2.Chro.33.13. When Manaffes was in tribulatson
be praicdtothe Lovd his God, and bumbled him.-
[elfe grearly before the Godlof bis fathers,c- prased
vitto bim : and God heard bis prayer. Luk.2 3.42.
And the thicfe fuifto Iefiss , Lord remember me
when thouciineft into thy kingdows T hen efus fasd |

C

then we put con{cicnce out of office, and dif- |
patch that labour before our God in this life, |
which confcience wonld performe to our e- |

D

of God,as when he faid, Ay foule is heany vito | A { vnto him. Verilyl fay vato thee, to disy fhalt thay

bewith mein Paradie, By thefe and many other |
places it appearcs,that whena mandoth troly
humble himfclfe before God, he isatthar jg.
frant reconciled to God, and hath the pardon
of his fins in heanen: and fhall afterward haye
the affurance thereof in his owne confcience,
The fecond leflonis,when we are touched in
cofcience for our fins , not toyeeld tonaturall
doubtings and diftruft 5 but to refifk the fame,
& to indeauour by Gods grace to refolue oyr
fclues that the promifesof faluatio by Chrig,
belong to vs particularly : becaufe todoe thus
much, is the very commandement of God.
The third thing is , the reformation of confi. Good
ence;which is,when it doth ceafe to accufe and | conkite
ternfie,and begius to excufe & reftifie voto vs t frir
by the holy Ghott, that we are the children of |
God,and haue the pardon of our finnes. And
this it will doe after that men haue ferioufly
humbled themfelues,and prayed earneftly and
conftantly with fighes and groanes of fpirit for
reconciliation with God in Chrift. Forthen
theLord will fend downe bis fpirit intothe
conicience by a fweete and heauenly teftimo-
ny,to aflure vs that we are atpeace with God.
Trus wee fee how good confeience is gor-
ten: & becauf itis fo pretiousaiewel),I wifh
all perfons , that us yet neuer laboured toget
good confcience , now to begin. Reafons to
induce menthere may be thefe: I. Yonfoeke

day & night from yeare to yeare for honours,
riches, ana picafures, which ye moft leaue be.
hinde you : much more therefore ought you
to fecke forrcnewed & reformedconfciences,
confidering that confcience will bewith you
inthislife,in death, at the laft iudgement,and
for cuer.11, He that wants a cofcience purged
inthe blood of Chrift,can never haue any true
and lafting comfort in this life. Suppofe a man
arrayedin cloath of tifhue , fet in a chaire of
eftate, before him atable furnifhed with all
dainty prouifion: his feriants, Monarcliés and
Princes ; hisriches, the chiefeft treafures and
kingdomes in the world : but withall fappofc
onc ftanding by,with a naked fword o cut his
throat, ora wild beaftready ener and anon to
pullhim in peeces: now , whatcan we fay of |
this mans eftate, but that all his happineffeis
nothing butwoe and mifery ? And fuch is the
eftate of all men that abounding with riches,
honours, and pleafures , carry about them an
euil confcience,which isas a fword to flay the
foule,or as a rauenous beaft ready to fucke the
blood of the foule,& to rend it in peeces. 111,
He which wants good confcience can doeno-
thing but finne:: his very eating and drinking,
his fleeping & waking, and alihe doth, turnes
to finne : the confcience muft firfk be good,
before the a&ion can be'good ; if the roote
be corrupt, the fruits are anfverable. I V. An
cnill confcience is the greateft enemya man
can haue, becanfe it doth execnte all the
parts ofiudgement againft him.It isthe Lords
fergeant : God neede not fend out procefle
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by any of hiscreatures for man:the confcience
within man will arreft hirn,and bring him be-
fore God.It is the Iaylor to keepe manin pri-
fonin bolts and yrons , that he may bee forth
comming at the day of Indgement. Itisthe
|witnes toaccufe him, the Tudge to condemne
him,the hang-man to exccutc him,& the flath-
ings of the fire of hell to torment him. Again,
it makes amanto be anenemy to God:becaufe
itaccufeth himto God,& makes him fly from
God,as Adsm did when he had finned. Alfo it
makesaman to be hisowne enemy, inthatit
doth caufe him to lay violent hands vpon
himfeife, & b hisownet ,0r his
owncut throat. And on the contrary,a good-
confcienceis a mans beft friend:when all men
intreat him hardly,it will fpeake himfaircand
comforthim:it isa continuall feaft, andapa-
radife vpon earth. V. The Sctipture fheweth,
that they which neuer fecke good confcience,
haue tetribleends. For either they die blocks,
as Nabaldid; orthey die defperatc, as Cain,
Sanl, dchitophel,Iudas, V1. We muit confider
often the terrible day of indgement, inwhich
cuery man muft receive according to hisdo-
ings. And that we may then be abfolued, the
beft way isto feeke for a good confcience; for
ifour confciencebe cuill, and condemne vsin
this life, God will much more condemne vs.
And whereas we muft paffe thorough three
iudgements; the iudgement of men,the iudge-
ment of our copfcience,and thelaft iudgement
of God: we fhail neuer be ftrengthned againft
them, and clearcd in themall, but by the fce-
king of agood confcience.

After thataman hath got good confcience,
his fecond duty istokeepe it. And as inthe
gouerning the fhip onthe fea, the Pilot hol-
ding the helme in his hand , hath alwaies an
eie tothecompafie; fo welikewife,in the or-
dering of our lines and conuerfations, muft al-
waies haue a fpeciall regard to confcience.

That we may keepe good confcicnces wee
muft doe twothings; auoid the impediments
thereof,and vfe conucnient preferuations.

Impedimentsof good confcienceare either
in vs or forth of vs.In vs,our owne finnes and
corruptions. When mens bedics lie dead in
the carth, there breed certaine wormes in
them,whereby they are confumed. Forof the
flefh come the worms that confume the flefh:
but vnlefle we take great heed, out of the fins
and corruptions of our hearts,there will breed
a worme a thoufand fold more terrible , euen
the worme of confcience that neuer dieth; which
will ina lingting manner waft the confcience,
the foule,and the whole man; becaufe he fhall
be alwaies dyiog, and neuer dead. Thefe fins
are fpecially three; ignorance,vnmortified af-
fections,worldly lufts.

Touching the firft,namely ignorance, itis a
great and viuall impediment of good confci-
ence. For whenthe mind exreth or mifconcei-
ueth, it doth mifleade the cofcience,& deceine
thewhole man. The way to auoyd this impe-
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diméris,to doour indeanour that we may dai-
ly increafe inthe knowledge of the word of
God,thatit may dwell in vsplentifully:tothis
end we muft pray with Daisd, that he would
open our cies, that we might vnderftand the
wonders of his law :and withall,we muft daily
fearch theScriptures for vnderftading,as men
vie to fearch the mines of the earthfor gold
oreProu,2.4.Laftly,wemuft Iabour for fpiri-
tnall wifedome, that wemight haue the right
vieof Gods word incuery particular a&ion:
that being by it directed,we may difcern what
we may with good cofciéce do or leaue vndon

The fecond impediment, is voftaied and vn-
mortified affc &ions: which,if they hane their
fwing, aswild horfes euerturne the chariot
with men and all, {0 they ouerturne and oner-
carry the iudgement and cenfcience of man:
and therefore when they beare rule,good con-
fcience takes no pluces Now to preuent the
danger that comes hereby, this courfe muft be
followed. When we would haue a fword ora
knife not to hurt our felues,or others,we turne
the edge of it. And {o,that we may prevent our
uffeions from kurting & annoying the con-
{cience, we muft turne the courfe ofthem, by
directing them from our neighbours to our
felues and our own fins , or by inclinieg them
toGod and Chrift.For example: choller and
anger dire@s it felfe vpon euery occafion a-
gaint cur neighbour, and thereby greatly in-
dammageththe confcience  Now, the courfe
ofitis tugned when webegintobe difpleafed,
and.to be ungry with our felues for our owne
finnes. Our loue fec vpon the world is hurtfull
to the confcience , but when weoncebeginto
fet our loue on God in Chrift, and to loue the
blood of Chrift aboueall the world,then con-
trariwifc it isa fuctheric of good confcience.

The thirdimpediment, is worldly lifts,chat
is,the louc and exceeding defire of riches, ho-
nours, pleafare. Eucry man is as e 4dam, his
good confcience is his paradife; the forbidden
fruit,is the Rrdg defireof thefe carthly things;
the ferpentis the old enemy the diuell: who if
he may be foffered to intagle vs with the lone
of the world , wil ftraitway put vs outof our
paradife, and barre vs from allgood confci-
ence. The remedie is to learne the leffon of
Paul, Phil.q. 12.which is, in euery cftate in
which Ged fhall place vs,to be content,eftee-
ming euermore the prefent condition the belt
forvs all.Now thatthis leflon may belearned,
we muft further Jabour to be refolued of Gods
fpeciall prouidence toward vs , in euery cafe
and condition of life:& when we haue fo well
profited inthe fchooleof Chrift, that weecan
feeand acknowledge Gods prouidence and

goodnefle, aswell inficknefic as inbealth, 1
pouertie as in wealth, in hunger asin fulnefle,
inlife asin death , we fhall be very well con~
tent, whatfoeuer any way befals vato vs.

The preferuatiues of good confcience are
two, the firlt, istopreferne and cherifh that |
fauing faith whereby weareperfivaded of our
» recon-
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reconciliation with €od in Chrift, for thisis
the root of good confcience,as hathbin fhew-
ed.Now this faithis cherithcd and confirmed
by the daily exercife of inuocation and repen-
tance: which be,to humble our felues, to be-
waile and confeflc out finnes to God, to con-
denine onr filues for them, to pray for pardon
and ftrength againtt finne, topraife God, and
giue huin thanks for his daily benefits. And-by
the vofained and ferious practife of thefe du-
tics, repcntanceand faith are daily renued and
confirmed. The fecond prefervative, is the
maintaining of the righteoufnefle of 2 goodcon-
feicaceswhich righteoufnefle (as I haue faid)is
nothing cife but a conftantindeauor and defire
toobey the willof God inall things. Thatthis
rightecufnes may be keptto the end, we moft
praife three rules. The firft isythat we are to
carrie in our hearts 3a purpofe never to firne
againft God in any thing:for where a purpofe
is of committingany finne wittingly and wil-
lingly , there is neither good faith nor good
confsicnce. The fecondis,to walke with God
as Enoch did, Gen.5.24. whichis,to order the
whole courfe of cur liues,as in the prefence of

God,defiring to approoueall our doings cuer
vnto bim.Now this perfwafion,that wherefo-
cuer we are, wedoe ftand in the prefence of
God, isanotable means to maintaine finceri-
tic.Germx7.1.1 ars Godall-fufficient walke before
me & be perfect. And the want of this,istheoc-
cafionof many offences: as Abraham faid; be.
cdufe I thought furely the feare of God isggof inthis
place,they will flay me for mywines fake, Gen.20.
11. Thethied rule is,carctuily co walke in our
particular caliings,doing the duties thereof to
theglory of God, to the good of the common
wealth,and the edification of the Charch: a-
uoydig therein fraud, couetonficfle,and am-
bition , which caufe ‘men oftentimes to fet
their coniciences on the tenters , and make
them ftretch like cheuerills

Thus we fte how good confcience may bee
preferned. Reafos to induce hereunto arema-
ny. I. Gods fteaic commandement. 1.Tim. 1.
19: Keepe faithandgoodconfeience, And Prou.q.
23. Keepethine heart withall diligence. 11, The
good confcience isthe moft tender part of the
{oule;liketo theapple of the cye;swhich being
piercedby the leaft pinthat may be, isnot on-
ly blemifhed,butalfo loofeth his ight. There-
fore,as God doth to theeie, fo muft we deale
withthe confcience.God gives to the eie cex-
taine lids of flefh, to defend and couer it from
outward inivrics:and fo mult we vfe means to
auoyd whatfoeucr may offend or annoy con
fcience. 111, Manifold benefits redound vato
vsinkecping good confcience. Firlt folong as
we haue care to keepit, we kecpand enioyall
othergiftsiof Gods fpirit.Good coicience and
thereft of Gods graces, are asa paize of turtle
doues, when the ose fecdes,the other fecdeth,
whé theone likes notsthe other likes not,whé
the one dies,the othier dics:fo where good 6~
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fci€ce is maintained, thereare many other ¢x-

cellent giftsof God flourifhing:& where con-
fcience decaiessthey alfo decay. Againe,good
confcience giues alacrity vnto vs,& boldneffe
in calling on Gods name, 1.Joh. 3.27. Ifour
beart condemns vs not wweehane boldne(fe towards
God. Thirdly,it makes vs patientinatfliQions,
and comforts vs greatly: and when by reafon
ofthe grieuonfneffe of our affliGion, we are
conftrained to kneele on both knees and take
vp our crofie,regenerate confcience as a fweet
companion, ot like a good Simen, laics to his
fhoulder, & helpes to beare one end of it. Laft-
ly,when none can comfort vs, it wil be anami.
able comforter, and a friend fpeaking fweetly
vntovs, inthe very agony and pang of death.
IV. Not to preferue the confcience without
fpot,is the way to defperation.Itis the policie
of the diuell, to vfe meares to caft the confci-
enceinto the fleepe of fecurity , that hee may
the more cafily bring man to hisowne deftru-
¢tion.Fcrasdifcafes,if ihey be long negiected
become ircurable,fo the confcience much and
cften wounded , admits little or no comfort.
Neitker w ill it alwaies boot a man,after many
yeares,to fay at the laft caft, Lord be mercituil
tome, Ihaue finned. Thougl, fome berecei-
ted to mercy inthe time of death, yetfarre
2.ore perifb in defperation, that line in their
fins wittingly & willingly, againft their owne
confcience. Pharach,Sanl,and Iudas cryed all
peccans, 1 haue finned againft God:yct Pharach
ishardened more and more , and defpaireth;
Saulgoeth onin his finne and defpaireth: Ju-
das mads away bimfelfe. And no maruell for
the multitade of fins opprefle the confcience,
and make the heart to onerflow with fuch a
meafurc of gricfe,that ircan faftenno affiance
inthe mercyof God. Laftly , they that fhall
negle & tokeep good confcience, procure ma-
uy Lurts, anddangers, & iudgementsof God
tothemfelues. When a fhip isonthefea, ific be
not wel gouerned, ot ifthere be abreach made
intoit;it drawes water,and finkes:and fo both
men, and wares, and allin likelibood are caft
away. Now wearcall pafiengers; the world
is an huge fea, through which we muft paffe:
our fhip isthe confeience of euery man, 1 Tims.
1.19.and 3.1 2.the wares ate cur religion and
faluation,and al other gifts of God, Thercfore
it ftands vsin hand to be alwaies at the helme,
and tocarry our fhip with as even a courfe as
pofsibly we can,tothe intended port of happi-
nes,which isthe faluaticn of our foules. Butif]
fobe it we grow carelefie & make breachesin
the fhip of confcicnce, fuftering it to dafh vp-
on the rocks of fin,it isa thoufand to one,that
we in the end fhall caft away our felues and all
we baue. And in the meane feafon as confci-
ence decaies, fo proportionally all graces and
goodnefle goe from vs: Gods commande-
ments begin to be vile vnto vs; the know-
ledgethereof,as alfo faith,bope,and the inuo-

cation of Gods name , decay, Expericnce
fheweth that men of excellent gifts by viing
bad confcience,lofe them all.
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