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To the godly Readér;

N Geds Church commonly they who are touched by the Spirit, and be-
gin tocome onin Religion, are much troubled with feare, that theyare
not Gods children ; and none o much as they. Therefore they often
thinke on this point : and are not quiet till they finde fome refolution.

The fpiritof God(as beft knowing the eftate of Godschildren) hath
penned two parcelsof holy Scripture, for the full refoluing of this café;
namely, the 15. Pfalme, and the firt Epiftic of S. Jobm, Co

o And for the helping of the fimple and vnlearned, whodefire to bee

informed concerning their eftate, I haue propousided thefe two parts of Scripture in the forme

of a Dialogae : and haue ioyncdthereuntoa little difcourfe concerning the fame matter, penned
in Latine by H. Zanchiws, alearned Diuine, and now Englithed, ]

Ve this labour of mine for thy benefit and comfort: and the Lord increafe the number of

them which may reioyce thattheir namesare written in heauen.

VV!LL!AM" Perkins.

THE|




Ot;lifeﬂiuiﬂg of himfelfe, andginmg life vatoall
other. .

Ch. Befare you goe anyfursher , this wordof

Usfe i5 inuifible,haw then conld it be feene ?

loh.[Tesfor that life was mademanifeft[ro
witsinthe flefh Jand we [withmanyothers Jhaue
feene it,and beare witnefle, and publifh vato
you that cternall life, which was with the Fa-
ther [eternally before bis manifeffarion ]and was
made manifeft voto vs. ’

Ch. Menander,Ebion,and Cerinthus,haning
beene teachers among vs , confidently deny thefe
ehingswhich yon [y : and they beare s in hand,
that they fecke our good.

Ioh. That[which 1 will repeate againe for more
certainties fake |which wehaue feen & heard,
declare we vnto you,that ye may haue fellow-
thip with vs,aud that our fellowhip alfo may
be with the Father, and with his Sonne Iefas
Chrift. :

Aund thefethings write wee vatoyou, that
your ioy might be full [i.mighe haue [onnd con-
folation in your confGiences.]

Ch.wel thm,luy vs downe [omse gra;md, wher-
bywe maysome to be affured that we hauc fellow-
[hip onewith anothersand with Chrift.

lIob, This then is the meffage which wee
haue heard of him, and declare vato you, that
God is light [i.purencffé it felfe and blind'nmﬁ,-
whereas men and Angels ave neither but by parei-
cipation] and in him 1s no darkenctle.

Ch. Some that make profe(fion among vs, con-
wl,6. | inue fFillin their oldcour(e and conmerfation ;and|
Polesi. | yet they [ay they haue fellowfbipwith God,
::,:’r’;l“w lob.1fwe fay that we haue fellowfhip with
e | him,and walke [eade ehe courfe of our lines] in
wteof | darkne(lz, [i.ignorance.errour impiery, Jwelic,
0 bypo- [diffemsble, 8¢ do riottraly [deale not fincerely ]
UL Con What then is the true marke of one whish
igi,,cmw‘ bath fellowfhip with God 2
it &' Joh.If we walkein the light [leads the conrfe
clision, - of omr liuzs in Facerity of life & doltrine]wehaue
j:n"':‘:“of tellowfhip one with anothec.

s | Ch, We are [odefiled with ffanc,tha ve ofien
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IOHN, IN FORME OF ADIALOGVE.
The fpeakers. Zobw. Church,
CHAP. I.
. CHVRCH, :
sy Any among s deny the God- |A | Tob. Theblood of Iefus Chrit his §
head, andmany :Ze manhood | | clenfeth vs from all finne. s Some verl
of Chrift. | Ch. Someamang vs arecome tothat paff:,that | To pfo
recle 1o lIob, That which was | |theyfayshey hane nofimne: andthar this cffate is | fellc per.
from the beginning [and | | afigne of fellowfhsp with God, . (fe& fan-
V8 \| shereforetrue God] which | | "Joh.Ifwe fay we haveno finne,, we deceiue | &ificart.
LTLENEST S wee haue heard [mamely]| | our felues [imagining that 1o be erucipbich is o Jhis ife
[peaking] which we haue feene with thefe our | | #herwifz]and che truth isnotin vs. anote of]
eyes,which wehaue looked vpon , andthefe Ch. How then may we know that our fins are | ™ hypo-
hands ofours haue handled of that word [or | | wafhed away by Chrift ? cice,
the fonndsng but the effential word of the Father,]] iob.1f we confeflc our finnes [namely with . lv-f,:m?,;e

[his doctrine hash no place inour beares,]

| plies Chrift and all hisbenefiss to bis awne foi'e ] | mp e

i commandements.

an bumbled heart defiving pardon]ice is faicntull | confefsic
& ivft[[in keeping his promife, Jro forgiue vs our | onof fin
fins, and to clenfe vs from all varighteonthes. | Ged,

If we fay [as they before named doe] we haus | of remit
not (inned, we make hima lyer, whofeword, ﬁongof‘ )
[peakes the contrary, Jand his word is not in vs, ’ ﬁnn{c,

| verf, 3.
CHAPD, II.

Ch. IF this bee true which hath beene faid,

that the blood of Chrift doth clenfe from
alfinc that if we docifeffethemthey fhal be par- '
domodsonr corruption tels vs,that we may fin tfrecly.
loh. My little children, thefe things I write

vnto you,that ye {inne note

Ch. Alas; wee fall oft by infivmitie : whae
fhall we then doc ?

foh. 1fany man finne, we haue an aduocate
[who in bis owne name and by bis owne merigs f
pleads onrcanfe Jrothe Father,Tefis Chrift the
iuft [and thercfore fis tomake interceffion. ]

Ch. But how mayeueryoneof vs m particalar
kiow that Chrift is bis aduocasc ?

Ioh. Heis the propitiation [ {.4conering of fin
or reconiliation 5 asthe prepitiatery of the Arke
coucredtielaw,] and not tor our finncs onely,
but alfo for the finnes of the whole world [wor
onely fewes,bus alfo Gentiles of all forts. ]

Ch. Beit that | kxow bivs tobee my aduocate,
may | not be deceined > bhow may [ know thar this “ veif,3.
my knowledge ss effeltuallto faluation ? {An en-

#ob. Hereby arcwe fure that we know him | deavous

[here,thar knowledge is meant, wherby a marap- 1 :ﬁ;‘i‘g'};

verly 1.

verl) 2,

weekeepe [0 keepe ts not sofulfill, but to haue | mencs,
care and defire to docst 5 for Godof his merie, | figne of
in bis feruants accepts thewsl forthe deede | his“ faich,
Ch. Many among vs profeffe that they l{now“ ver, 4.
Chrift but sheir lines be not accor ding. Foich
Fob. He thatfaith, I know himjand keepes; withou ;
not his commandements , is a lyer, and the! obedicee)
trath isnot in him. 2 r:"’!::l?u‘
CheHow mayit be prooned, that the endeanonyr crice!
tokeepe Gods commandements isa marke of faith vifs

\
l
1
|

h
]Gui \da‘tbf,kﬂ we hane no fellowfhip with God.

and fellow(hip with Chrift. |
Fob.!




verf, 6.

ver{.7.

verf.8:

verl.g.
Profefsi-
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A Cafe of Con cience.

i loh. Hee [inwhom the loue of Godis perfeit,
{may berebykzow, that be is in Chysft:] Buthee
\that keepeth his word, in him the love of

God : [i.not that loue wherewith Godloneth bim;
‘bust that whereby he lowneth God ] isperfect in-
|deed [ifincereand found perfection, being oppofed
‘0t to imperfection , bu to hypoorifie:] hereby
| [therefore] we know that weare in hum.

He that faithhe remaineth inhim, ought |
to walke cuenfo, ashe hath walked: [and
therefore be muft nceds endeanour himfelfe in the
commandements. i

Ch. Declare vitovs fome of the principall of
hefecommandemengs ?

lob. Brethren, I write nonewcommande-
mentvato yon: But an old commandement
which ye haue heard from the beginning: this
old commandement is the word which yee
haue heard from the beginning.

Againe, a new commandement I write va-
to you,that which istrue [towir that the com.
mandements g5 new which hee will not write] in
bim [who renueth the commandement of old gi-
uen 1o Mofes Jland alfoin you,for the darkenes
is palt [isrhe bavdening of the minds of wen vn-
derthe old teftamsent , whereby they did bus ina
\fimisll mtafure vnderftandthe word[ and that true
light | & greater meafiure of illumination, s alfo
thewriting of Gods lawes, ot in tables of ffone,bus
sntheflefhie bearts : fo asthey be transformed into
the obedience theresf | now fhineth.

Ch. Well,fct downe this commandement which
@ fo ancient,and is now venued,

{ob-Hethat fuith[ 4 many among youde] that
heisinthat ligﬁ): [#hat iz, that be 15 both plensi-

witha-
teedand
malice,a
note ofan
higocrite.

verf.1o.
Louc of
our bro-
ther,a
fighe of
regenera
ol

verfe 11,
verf. 12,

veef, 13.

1| fty

ligh dborneanew] and hates his
brother,isindarknes, [vnder theeffate of dam-
ngtionsnot 3ot truly regenerate, ] vntill this time.

Hee thatloucthhis brother abideth inthae
light [issrnely mlt;gh!med amiregmemn:] and
there isn0 offence, [i.bee will giue no occafion of
ewsll] in him,

But [0 the cantrarie]he that hateth his bro-
theris 1w darknes,and walketh in darkenefle,
[leadeth his lifein sgnerance,and vngodlines Jand
knowcth not whither hee goeth becaufe that
darkenefle hath blinded his eyes,

Ch. What mooneth o to deliner vnto vs all
thofe notes and fignes of our new birth, andcom.
munton with Chrift ?

foh.Litle children T write vato you becanfe
your finnes are forginen you: for hisnames
fake [iby Chrift and bis mevit : that  ye may bee
certified vo your comfort of this.]

[nd that o kinde of men amang you mighe
doubt of this, 11 write vito you fathers,becavfe
ve [(delighting totell and bearc of old and aunciens
matters | hauc known him[¢bat is,Chrift Jchat
is from the beginning.I write vato you young
men, becauleYe [delighting to fhew your valonr
andflrengehThauc ouercome the eutl one [thar
i, Sathan.] { write vnto you little children,
[who_delight alwaies to bee vnder the fathers
wing, ] becaufe ye haue knowne the father.

A

B

C

[ dnd againe, becanfowe aredull to marke and

.| writtenvnto youyoung men, becaufe ye are

.| may continue ?

remember that which 15 good fa; 'r;:‘jme
written vnto you Fathers, becavle ye haue
knownehimthat is from the beginning: I haue

ftrong, and the word of Ged abideth in you:
and ye haue ouercome that wicked one,

Ch. Ifwoe be in the flate of grace under Gods
\fauour in Chrift ow may wee abide inse?

1. Loucnot thisworld (the corrups effare
of mankinde ont of Chrift) veither the things
thatare inthe world(for firfof alk : togiue rea-
\fars. )if any man loue this world , the love of
the Father (wherewsth he loneth the Farher) is
not inhim. R

(Secondly )forall that is in this world, asthe
lutt of the Reth (the corrmption of nature, which
chicfly breaketh ont in ensk coempsfience)the Infts
of the cyes(thefruit of the former. firved vpby
outwardpronocations, ifpecially in the eye,as it is
manifefiin adultery or conesoufnes. ) & the pride
of life (i..Arrogancy and ambition ameng men n
common conuerfation of life, )is not of the Father
but of the world.

And (thirdly)this world paffethaway and
the lufls thereof ; but be that fulfilleth the will
of God, abideth for euer.

Ch- Whar other thing arewe to doc that wee

verfls,

verl.16,

ety

Zeh. Little children, itisthe 1aft time : and
asye haue heard,that Antichrift fhall come, (&
fpeciall Antichrift, ¢he chicfe of aBother : who is
10wy manifeft tobe the Pope of Reme) cuen now
are there many Antichrifts(beretickes, denying
either the natwres of Chrift, or bis offices:or the v=
nion andthe diftinétion of bis natures : (whereby
we know that it is thelafttime. -

Che. Thofe whem you call Antichrsfts, wers of
oHr company,and profe(fed as we doe.

{ob. They went out from vs,but they were
notof vs : for if they had becne of vs, they
fhould haue continued with vs. But this coma
meth to pafle,that it might appeare,that they . G sl
arc not all of vs, it dwel

Ch. Howsan we be affured of onv continuance | ing it
in grace:for we may fall as well as they doe ? 1 beare, 1

%ah. Butyc':aze ano ntmcnt,%}he grvceof ﬁg{’::u’:f
Gods haly fpirst refembledbythe annoinsings intbe ¥
old Teftamsent) from that holy one(Chrift, Luk, ! ver(s1.
1.15.) and knew all things. verl.a,

Ch.fwee kow all things , then you needenor “"}‘I}‘T
write vntovs of thefe matters. e

Tob, I haucnot written vato you, becaufe ' Chrift:
ye knownot thetruth : but becaufe you know | forthogh

verfoh,

valy.

verf. 20,

it,&thatno lie isof the truth (i.yecan diffinguifh i: words
between thefoiid doErine of the Gofpel, ¢ ervoars. | ;.Ei'}'ﬁ
Che What s this lie whichyon fpeake of ? yetin

Ioh. Who isalict ( deccincr,a feducer,)but | their dos
he that denieth that Iefus Chrift,(the e 7 ¢ffi-| rine, by
s or Saniour of mankind? The fameisthat An- :;:anry
richrift, that denieth the Father & the Sonne. quétthy

Ch.Thefe whom you meanc(fay they) depend on | deny him
the doltrine of God as well as wee: andihey vfeto| to tee s
call bim Faber. kxygéaj
Iob. Who fo denieth the Sonne, hath not | B >

Prophet.
the Father, | vest. 23

h.
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A Cafe of Confcience.

Ch.What doe you inferre vpon this, if itbe the
s} time as you bane fasd ?

loh. Letthereforeabideinyou, thatfame
{dactrine concerning Chrifp ] which yee haue

heard from the beginning: [which the Apaftles
preached, andbefore shem the Prophets fince the
beginning of theworld] If thatwhich yee haue
heard from the beginning remaine [yeebelee-
ning andobeying it Jinyou,ye (hall alfo continue
in the fame,and mthe Father, i

And this is the promife which he hath pro-
mifed vs,euen lifc eternall. ]

Ch. We cannor per[wade onr felues of perfene-
yance,fecing men focommonlyfal away from Chrift
amongus.

Zoh,. Thefethings haue I written vnto.you,
concerning them that deceiue you; [ ner mea-

- | wing thems of you,as you feeme sotakeit. ]

But that annointing [ ¢he fpirit whichye hane
receinedof Chrift, andwhich hath ledyon intoall
truth]whichye haue received of him:dwelleth
inyou [abidesh in you ,andwill fo continue: ] and
yee neede not that any man teachyou, [4zy 0~
ther doéErine befide this which ye hane learned, al-
veadie: ] but as the fame Annointing teacheth
youall things , and is true and not lying, and
as it taught you, ye fhall abidein him.

And now, litle children abide inhim, that
when he fhall appeare, we [becing inflified, in
Chrift, ] may haue boldneffe and not bee afha-
med,[neither Sathan, nor oxr confeiences accufing
s for finne, Jbefore him at his comming.

Ch.We are flillindonbe torveturne backe so that
whichyou [aidbefore , bow anendeanomr to keepe
the commandements (honld| be afigne of fellowfhip
with Chriff.

Ioh. 1fye know that he[ GedJis rightcous,
know yethat he which worketh righteoufaes
is borne of him [as achild s knowne to hawe fuch
& manfor bis father, becanfe he refembleth bim. ]

CHAP.IIIL
Re ot we then borne of God?
loh.Behold what loucthe Father
hathgiucn to vs, that we fhould be called the
fonnes of God.

Ch, The warld doth not repute vs as the fonnes
anddanghers of God , but for the refufe and off -
feonring of theworld.

Ish. Forthis caufe the world knoweth not
yousbecaufeit knowcthnot him.

Ch. Can Gods children be fubictt tofuch infir-
wmuities and miferies as we are?

Joh.Dearcly beloucd now are wethe fonnes
of God, butyet ivis not made manife(t what
we fhallbe: and wee know that when he fhall
bemade manifeft,we fhall be like him; [haning
wot equalitie, but likene(Jé of bolineffe and glorse: |
for wee fhall fee him as he is;[for now we fée hins
asirwere through [pecbacles in the word and Su=
craments. ]

Ch. oAlas poore wresches we are not like Gods
children; for we are cuen foldvnder finne and daily
carrie a maffe of corruptions about vs.

Ioh. Eucry onc that hath this hope [tofee him
as heispurifiethhimclf (i.thongh be be fubiect

Ch.

C |dathbeleens, and therefore shinkes himfelfein,

A (20 fin,yer he defireth and vfeth the meanes roclenfe

| bimfelfe from fimne: Jeuen as heis pure, [/eetin
“ before bimvc‘b{;ﬂ asapasserneto ﬁlll:w.] e

Ch. How prooue yon thas an sndeananr to purifie
our felues is @ wote of adoption ?

Toh, [By thecontrarie ] whofoener commit-
tethfione [';M&ifctb  ferme with i confent of wil,
ot endeanonring bimfelfe in holines of life, Jeranf
greflethall the law: [@ndforthat canfe, beeing
onder the curfe of she law , canmot bee Gods chil-
dren: Jfor finne is the tranfgrefsion of the law,
[wnderftandby Law.not morall Lawbut anycom-

peb]

And [againe] ye know that hee was made
manifeft,(tooke onrnature on him)that he mighe
take away ou finnes [ the guils and punifbment
at oncesandshe corruption by listle and listle, )and
inhimisno finne. .

(Thirdly) whofoeuer abideth in him finneth
not: (bedath nos gine himfelfto finne.fo as is fhowid|
resgne inhsm: ) ‘Whofoeuer finneth, hath not
feenchim,nor knowne him: (o wit, effeftnally,
|/o as be can apply Chrift and all his benefizs to hime
efe.)

Ch. But fometeachthat faith isfuffcient, and
they emboldenvs 1o line as wewill.

Tob. Litle children,lct no man deceiue you,
hetharworketh rightcouffes, isrighteous, as
he isrighteous.

He that committeth finne, (‘though bej?bu

6=
edbefore God, )is ofthe Divell, (refembleth :'g:
Dinell,as the childe doththe father : and is goner-
nedby his (pirit: )for the divell finneth from the
beginning, of the world: (whish appearesh that )
for this purpofe was made maniteft the Sonnc
of God, that he might diffolue the workes(for
the_beginning and continnance of all rebellion and
dfobedience to God, ) of the Diuell.

( Andfurther,to display thefe feducers Jwhofo-
ener is borne of God finneth not, ( 5. doth not
keepe a courfe in finne,howfoener be fall by infirms-
2]: for his feede(i- Gods word caff into the heare
by the eperation of the pirit;making amanso pring
into & ew creatire, Jremaineth inhims neicher
can he fin becanfc he is borne of God.

Ch. Briefly,tocome tothe pointshow may it be
knowne, who 6 Gods child, andwhe ('is sobe repu=
ted )the childe of the dsuell? .

Job.In this are the childrenof God known,
and the children of the diuel:whofocuer wor-
Kkethnot righteoufhes, is notef Ged: neither
(‘togine you a plaine example, Jhe that loueth not
his brother.

For, thisis the meffage whichye haue heard
from the beginning, that we fhould loue one
another.

Notas Cain ; he wasof thatenill one (Sa-
¢han Jand fluc hisbrother: and wherefore (lue
he him? becaufe his owne workes were euill,
and his brothersgood.

Ch.Tez if we lowe thofe which be onr breshren,
accordsng 1o the flefh nener fo pench, they ceafe o

i " tokateandperfecurcvs ? i
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A Gafe of Confcience.

Ioh, Metuaile notmy brethren, though this
worldhateyons . -

Ch. Ifnottolone , bee anote of théchild of the
diuill.what is the note of Gods child?

Ioh. Wec know that we are tranflated from
deathrolife, becanfe we louethe brethren, (i
fch as be-Chriftians becanfe they are Chriftians, )
( as oathecontrary ) he that loueth not his bro-
tiier,abideth indeathi (is vader the ffate of dam-
narion, ) o

Whofoener hateth his brother is 2 man-
{layer, and ye know that no man-flayer hath
cternall life abiding in him.

Ch. Touhane fhewedvs fully ; that lone 35 4
wirke of adaption: N ow. flew vs how we may kzow
whether we lone our brethrenor not

Joh, Hereby wehaue perceiued loue , that
hee laid downe his life for vs : therefore we
ought (carried with the like affection of lone ) to
lay downe our liues for the brethren.

Ch." e M anyin fpecchdoc pretend losie, but we
findnot this willing affeétion andreadinefe tofhew
lone.

Ioh, Whofocuer hath this worlds'good
(wherewith this life is fiftained ) and feeth his
brother hath neede s and fhutteth vp hisbow-
els (i. hath nocompaffion, becanfeit fheweth felfe
by the roliing of theintral: )from him, how dwel-
[eththe loueof God in him ?

Ch. What other note ss there of trne lone?

Joh, My litle children, let vs not loue in
word, nor intongue onely,, butin deede and
truth(fincerely. ) RS

1. Fotthereby we know thatwearc of the
trath, ( found profeffonrs of the Gofpellof Chrift,)2
and fhall before him appeafe our hearts (inre-
gardof any agsufation that owr confeience fhall lay
untows before Gods indgement feat. )

fyour heart condemne vs, (4 ensllconfeience |
accnfe vs )God isgreater thenour heart(wame. |
ly,inindging of vs: Jand knowethall things, |

Ch.How may we know that our confeiences will |
w0t condsmne vs ? i

Job. Beloued, if our hearts condemne vs |
not,then haue wee boldnes toward God, (i #o |
come vnto himby prayer. ) ;

Ch., What other fruste is there of true loue 2

Joh. W hatfocuer weaske,we receiuc ofhim P
becaufe we keepe his commandements, and
doc thofe things which are pleafant in his i
fight.

\ 8!

]

Ch.What arethefecommandzments 2
Ioh. This then is hiscommandement , that |
wee beleeue in the name of his Sonne Iefus:
Chrift, and loue one another as he gaue com- |
mandement. |
Ch. Hane they which kecpe thefe commande- |
ments their prayers graunted: prooue this.
lob. (Yes) For hee that keepeth his com-!
mandements dwelleth in him, and hee in’
him.
Ch.Howanaywe kpow that Goddwellethin vs, |
andwen bim ? l
Ioh. Hereby wee know that hee abideth |

C

I

A 'bywee are venued] which- hee hath ginen vs.

CHAP. 1V
O returne agasneto that which wasbe.
fore mentioned: (hallwebeleene allthas
|faytheybaue the [pirie ?

-1ob+*Dearely beloued , beleeue not every
{piric(x .doltrines whichmenbragging of the firie
doe'teach; )buttric the fpirits whether they bee
of God: for many falfe prophets are gonie out
into the world. :

“Ch.How maywe difecrne of [pirits >

oh. Hercby fhall ye know the fpiritof God;
enery fpirit( détrine )which confeffechithat Te-
fus Chrift (zhe Aeffias ) iscomeinthe feth[is
{mmade true man; this beeing the fubfiance of the
Gofpell Jis ot God. :

- And- euery fpirit that confefleth not that
Iefus Chrift is come inthe flefh, is not of God:
bat this is the fpirit of Antichrift, of whom ye
haue heard,that te fhall come, and now alrea-|
dy heisinthe.world. -

" Che ‘We fearesbecanfe thefe falfe Shirits are of |
\great power.to perfwade andfduce many.

Zoh.Little children,ye are of God, and haue
ouercome them:for greater is he that is in you
( Gods Pirit)then he that isin the world , she
SParit of Sathan,

Cu.But the dollyine of thefe menisof grear ac.
count, and bath manyfollowers in the werld, onrs
bash bus few which smbrace it. :

Iob. They are of this world,therefore fpeak
they of this world,and this world (‘1. dgnorant
and vngodly men) heareth them.

Weareof God 1 heewhichknoweth God
hearethvs: he which is not of God hearethvs
not. Hereby know wethe fpirit of truth, and
the fpirit of errour [namely,by the liking and ap-
plagfeof theworld ]

Chi How maywee preferne onr [elues again
thefe feducers ? omer fiues gainf

7ob. Beloned, let vs loue cne another, for
loue commethof God: and euery one that lo-
ucthisborncof God, and knowethGod: [y
afpeciall knowledge, wherby they are affured thar
Godthe Father of Ghrift 3s ther farher, Chrift
sheir Redeemer the boly Ghoft their fandlifier.]]

He thatlouethnor, knowethnot God, tor
Godisloue, [i. whellybensto fhew bislone and
compafion to his peaple.]

[ For aproofeof this. | Herein was that love of |
God made maniteft among vs , becaufe God
fent that hisoncly begotten Sonne into the
world,that we might liue throngh him.

Hereinisthat leue, not thar weloued God;
but that he loued vs : and feut his Sonnevo be
areconciliation for our finnes.

Ch.What of all this?

7ob.. Beloucd, it God fo loued vs,we oughe
alfooneto loncanother.,

Che How can God manifeft his lnero vs, be

Ch.

———

being a fpiris invifible

Fob.” Mo man hath feene God atany rime:
[nenertheleffe it we louc one another, [ thar is 4
figne] that God dwellethinvs, and s loue is

invs, by that fpirit [ of functificarson, where- | ' pexfc@ invs: [t that loue wherewith he loncrh,is
N T i T . 7?’”'1”‘1’7)' | .
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w7

throwghly made wanifef¥ towards vs by onr loue 5
asthe Iigbr of the Moone fhining onvs , argueth
the light of the Sunme [hining vpanthe Moone, of
whons ( s ffom the fountane ) the Moone takes
her lighe,

Zoh. Hereby doe weknow, that wee dwell
inhim, and he in-vs + becanfe he hath giuen vs
of his Spirit.

linginvs?

Father fent that Sonne to bee the Sauiour of
the world.

Whofoeuer confefleth [[in fasth and loue ]
that Iefus is the Sonne of God ;. in him dwel.
leth God,and he in God.

Ch. The dinellwill confeffe Chrif.

Ioh. And we [whichis more] haue knowne
aud belecued the loue which God hathin vs.

Ch. Declare how our lone fhowld bee  figne of |
Gods dwelling invs ?

Ioh.God isloue,and [ therefore Jhethat dwel-
leth in loue,dwelleth in God,and God inhim.

Ch. Godis lanewee grant , but how may wee
know that God is loue tows ?

Loh.Hereby isthat loue perfe@[i. firlly made
manifeftsn vs; ] that we might haue bokine(le
[#0 ffandbufore bins withous feare,] inthe day of |
iudgement: for eucnas he is, cuenfoare we in
the world [wet inequalitic, bus in conformitie of |
holineffe.]

[ As mayappeare by the contrary] thereis no
fearc in loue [i.when aman is afured of Gods
loue to hsm, he doth not diftruft nor fernilely feare
himinrefpect of hss finmes ] but perfec louc ca-
fteth out feare: for feare hath painctuleffe
[checkings and torments of confiience;] and hee
that feareth is not pertec inlone.

Chi. What other figne is there thas God is loue
tovs?

Toh. We loue him becaufe he loued vs firft,
[[as when amanwarmes bim, she heate of bis body
15 becanfethe fire is firft hor.]

Ch. Ifthis befo, thenthey which loue not their
brethren,are loned of Godiin Chrift ; fecing all ge.
nerally[ay they loke God.

lob.1fany man fay,I lonc God,and hate his
brothexshe isa lyer : for how can he that lo-
ucth not his brother whom hee hath feene,
loue God whom he hath not feene.

And this commandement haue we of him,
that he thatloucthGod, fhould loue his bro-

ther alfo.
V Hofocuer belceues that Iefasischat
Chrifty [true Meffies] is borae of
God : and euery one that loucs him which did
+ beget, [i.Godthe FatherJloues bim aifo which
. is begotten of him, [rhechildeof God a5 a true
| Chriftian.]
i Ch. Thisbeing manifeft, thar they are hypo-
crites which faythey lowe God, yes héw no lone to
their brethren; teach vs howwe may kaow thatwe
| dome onr brcthren.

CHAP. V.

Ch. How doz we know that God dwellethinvs? |

Ch. What other figne hane you of Gods dwel-|
Zoh, We haue féene and doe teftifie, that the |

A

B

D

Ioh. Inthis we know that we loue the chil-
drenof God, whenweloue God and keepe
i d [ that is, ende to

his S,
keepe ; the beginning
whole.] Vo

For this is the loue of God [#he dutie of lone
t0 God ] that we keepe his commandements.

Ch. Bus no mancan keepe the law,

Iob. His commandements are not burde:
nous’ [rothem that are in Chrift, and are freed
| from the cnrfe of the law , which makes the lav
gricuons;andare alfoguidedby his holy Spirit.]

[Andthis is apparent] for allthat is borne
of God ouercommeth the world, [ Sathanwithy
all corruptions and workes of darkeneffe. ]

Ch. Bywhat meanes?

Jeb, And this is the viory which hath o-
uercome the world,euen our faich[whichss the
inftrument and bandwhereby wee lay bold on him,
that he,invs;and fowe by bim might oncrcome the
world ]

Who is it that onercommeth this world,
but he which belecueth that Iefus is that Sen
of God ?

Ch. How maywebe refoluedthat Iefusof Na-
zareth the fonne of Mary , was the fonne of God,
andthe W cffias ? hee came bur bafely into the
world.

Joh. This is that Tefus Chrift which came
by water , [ fanétification fignified by the legali
wafhings,] and clood
raghteonfneffe, or the [prinkling of his blood:] not
by water onely,but by water and blood :* [be-
caufe Chrift worketh both inflification and fanédifs-
cation together: ] and itis that fpirit [ @ mans
awne confeience inwardly purified j’ that beareth
witnefle: for that fpiricis eruth: [that ss,thar
the teftimonie of the [pirit of adoption.certifying vs
that wearethe fonnes of Godss true.]

For [rhas 1 may [peake yer more plainely ]
thereare three which beare record in heanen,
the Father, the Word, [ ¢theSome ] and the
holy Ghoft » and thefe three are one [ mamely,
inteftimonic ]

And there are three which beare record in
earth,the Spirit,and the water,and blood ; and
thefethrecagree in one.

Ch. How [hew you that thefewirncffes be an-
thenticall,and tobe beleened ?

dob. If we rcceiue the witnefle of men, that
witrefle of God is greater : for this is the wit-
ucfleof God, (i. that was faidto come from hea-
#en;) which he teftifieth of his Sonne.

( Againe ) hee that belecuethin thar Sonne
of Goa,hath the witnes in himfelfe, (‘¢he peace
of confcience which hee may feele in bimfelfe: )
( Andfurther, )ne that belecuethnor God,mae
kethuim alyar ; becanfe ke belecued not the
record, thar God witneed of his Sorne.

Ch. What is the ffel of that which thefewit-
neffes softific ?

Ioh.And this is that record,to wit,that God
ha-hgiuen vato vs eternaillfe, and this lifeis
inhis Sonne.

of the ackionbeing put for she
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which hath not the Son of God,hathnot life. 'A
[Androconcinde] thefe thingshaue I written
vito you that beleeue in the name of the Son
of God, that ye may know that ye hau life ¢-
ternali,and that ye may belecue [i. éncreafein
f4ith7] inthe name of that Sonne of God.

Che How can we hane life cternall now, that
are o miferable, andfo full of wants 2

4oh. And this is that affurance that we haue
inhim that if we aske any thing according to
his will, he heareth vs.

Ch. How nsaywe kniaw that Gedgrantethonr
prayers, made according to his will 2

lob, 1f we know that heheareth [ehat is (as
it were ) togsue an eaveto onr prayers, | whatfo-
cucr weaske,we know that wehaue the peti-
tions which we haucdefired of him [thoughthe
things which we asked, benot ginenvsin meafure,
and manncrs andtsmein which we askedthem. ]

Ch._ Let s heare an example of thofe things
which Godwill grane,wheiz we pray.

Ioh, If aman fee his brother finne a finne
that is notvato death; [#hat is, which maybee
pardsned, let him aske [[pardonin bis behalf?,] |
and he fhall giue him life for them that finnot !
vnto death ; there is a fiane vato death [after |
which neceffarily damnation followesh, asthe finme
againft the holy Ghoff: ] I fay not thatthou
fhouldeft pray for it.

Ch. Bus is not euery finne a finne to death ?

Toh, All vorighteoufnefieis fin[andtherefore
deférneh dearh: ] but there isa finne not vato
death; Cnamely,that which s pardonedinChrift.]

Ch, Wejfeare lft we haue commisted this finne
which i to death.

Joh. We know that whofoeuer is borne of
God, finnethnot: buthee that is begotten of
God, keepeth himfelfc, and that wicked one
[[Sathan]toucheth himnot. [i.doth bins no vio-
lence,or he cannot gine him a deadly wound, ]

Weknow thatwee are of God, and this
whole world lyeth in cuill: [that is jin fernitnde
wnder Sathan andfinne.]]

C

Ch. How liew yon that you are of God

Ioh. Wee know that the Sonneof God is
come, and hath giuen vs 2 minde to know him
that istrue,and we are in him thatis true: that
is,inhis Sonne Iefus Chrilt : this fame isthat
very God, and that eternall life.

Ch. Howmaywe keepe onr felnes in God, and
neser commit the finne to death ¢

Zoh, Little children,keepe your felues from
Images, [ whetherthey be of faifé gods, or of the
true God, ]

PSALME X V.

Tehonab.  Dauid,
O Tchouah ! who fhall dwell [as Pilgrimes
dwellin tents ] in thy tabernacle, [the
Church milisant » T who fhall reft in thy holy
mountaine,, [ the kingdome of heanen ? ]

Ieho. He that walketh perfe@ly, [that s,
bewhich leadeth theconrfe of bis life wprightly, ]

Dau. Who isthe vpright man?

Zeho He that worketh righteoufhes [accor-
ding othe commandements of the fecond sable,]
and fpeaketh the cruth in his heatt [ asbethin-
keth,bis heart and rongue agreeing,]

Dau. By what notes may this vpright manbe
knowne, andwhois be ?

leho. 1. Hee that flundereth not with his
tongue: I 1. nor doth hurt to his neighbour :
I1I. nor recciucth a falfe report againtt his
neighbour.

I'V. Inwhefe eyesa vile perfon, [anvn-
Lodly and vnrighteous man’] is contemned, but
he honoureth them that feareGod : V. Hee
that hauing fworne to his owne hinderance
changeth not.

'V 1. Hethat giues not his money tovfury :
VILNeither taketh reward of the innocent.

Dau. Are thefe notes infallible ?
Zeho. Hethat doth thefe things,fhall neucr

bee mooued, [ fhak abide in Gods fanonr for
cher] .
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Affertion I )
Onelythe Eleft, and allof thems, not enely truly
may bee, but dlfs are in that time which God
bath appointedthens in this life, indeede affired
of thesr eleition to ecernall life in Chrifd: and
this ds done wot ane waybut many wases.

Ex fay that the Elett a-
“lone may bee s and indeede

¢tion: that fo wee may
N exclude the Reprobate

hypocrites : for ¢onfi-
Wl . dering they are not ele-
&ed, they can neuer bee truely perfwaded
that they are ele@ed. I faytruely s becanfe
itmay cometa paffe that many intheir owne
thinking fhall bee predettinate : yet in truth
theyare not perfivaded o+ for they are de-
ceined. Wee haué anexample in temporary
* | Chriftians , who thinke of themfelues that
they beleeuc in Chrift, but truely doc notbe-
leeue:for their faith is in hypocrifie, and fora
time only. Wherefore atrue and certaine per-
fwafion of ele@ioncan neucr befall any of the
reprobates : becaufe the true perfwafion of]
hieauenly matters, comes of the holy Ghoft ;
which neuer perfwadeth any falfe matter:
Whereforehow can reprobatesbe perfwaded
that they are elected?This confidered,itisnot

whichwe now fpeake)to the clec alone. We
adde further, that all the Elestnot onely may be,
bt are indeede made fisre of their Election: which
muft bee demonftratively confirmed againft
Schoole-men,and other our aduerfaries. We
fay,thisisdonc inthe timeappointed; becaufe
the Elect,before they be called to Chrift, arc
neuer fure of their election : nay they neuer
thinke of it ; as appeareth inPan! before hee
was called,and in others. Againe,in like man-
ner afterthey hane beene called ; yetnot pre-
fently are made fare of their ele@ion: but
fome fooner,fome later. Laftly,we adde,thar
it is done many wasesswhat they are,(if not per-
fe@ly, yerin part) I will afterward fhew.
Now let vs come tethe matter.

The Scheole-men demand whether a man
may bee made fure of his Eletion. And they
determine that a man cannot,, except it be by
divine reuelation: becaufe Predeftination is in
God,and not in vs. And no man knoweth the
| thingsof God,but the fpirit of God:as no man

- knoweth the things of man, but the fpirit of
man which isin him. Againe,who knowesthe
Y minde of the Lord? therefore (fay they)fome

A BRI'EFE DISCOVRSE
OF THE WRITINGS OF A ZANCHIVS:

Wherein the aforefaid cafc of Confcience is
difputed and refolued. . :

A

are, made fire of their ele- |.

B | reueale his will andhis counels,but by many:

amiffe, thatwe attribute this perfwafion (of|C

+ {{peciall reuelation isneedfull. If any defireto
be certified cither of his owne,or of any other
mans predeftination, their fayings are not

TAKEN OVT

fimply to bedifliked + butin that meaning, in
which they vnderftand them, they are no way
to be approoued. For they take a {peciall reue.
lationto béthis s if God will fignific and fay
expreflely toany , either by fome Angell out-
wardly, ot by his Spiritinwardly, that heis
predeftinate tolifesafter whichi forc they hold,
that Paxtand a few other Saints had their pre-
deftination reaealed to them. So they con-
clude, that becaufe euery man hath not his e-
lection rcuealed to him after this manner, that
all: men cannot be affired of their ele@ion.
! But theyaredeccined : for God, not onely by

this one manner which they fpeakeof, doth

for God reucaleth things,either by the inward
infpiration of his Spirit, or outwardly by his
word ; or both inwardly and outwardiy by in-
ward and outward effects. By his fpirit he did
infpire his Prophets , and open many things
tocome. And Chrift faid to his Apoftles, as
concerning the holy Ghoft: He fhall leade yon
into alltruth. By his word he fpake vnto the
Prophets, and inlike manner,by his word hee
teacheth vs his will. Alfo by diverseffe@s,hs
declarcth either hismercicor hisinftice: as it
isknowne. The fame muft be thought of the
reuealing of his ele@ion: to wit,that God re-
uealeth the fame to his ele&, by the holy
Ghott, by the word, and by the moft certaine
effes of predeftination.

The firft teftimony, by whichGod affureth
vsofoureledion, is the inward teftimonie of
the Spirit,of which the Apoftle faith, Roms. 8.
16. The Spirit(of God refbificth vnto our fpirits,
that weare the ehildren of Ged. Now whatis it
to bethe fonof Ged, but fiefk of all to be pre-
deftinated to be the childe of God by adopris
on,and thento be made a@ually the fonne of
God by faith: and laftly by the fame fpirit alfo
toberegencrate 4s Gods childrenare, and to
put onthe nature of the fonne of God,, or ra-
ther the fonne of God himfclfe,as the Apoftle
fpeaketh ? Therefore the holy Gholt, whileft
he inwardly beareth record vato out fpirits,
that is, to our minds being enlightened by his
light, that wee are the fonnes of God, moft
pﬁincly reucaleth that we were predeftinate
from all eternitie to adoption:for men are not
made the fonnes of God by faith, nor regene-
rate to bethe fons of God, nor put oa Chrift;
| exceptthey be firlt of alt predeftinated to a-
doption. And there can benothing morecer-
taine then this teftimonie: for wha better
knoweth the thingsof God, his counfels and
decrees,thenthe (pirit of Godwhich fearcheth all
things,yea the deepe things of God? therefore he
can moft certainly reucale vnto enery one of
wvsthe certenticof our ele@ion. And he cannot
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deceiue vs inreuealing it : for he is the Birit of |
sruth: whichcan neithet deceiue norbee de-
ceived. If an Angel from heauca fhould be
fentto thee, as he was fent to Mary, and as
he fpake vato thefathers, and thould tell thee
in the name of God,that thou were ele@ed to
life euerlafting: wouldeft not thou fay that
thon couldeft not then doubt any longer of
thy election? But fo much the more certaine
isthe teftimonic of the Spirit , which beareth
record to eur fpirit, that we are the fonaes of |
God; by how much the boly Ghoft doth
more know the thingsof God then any angel,
and can leffe deceiue then an angel. “And fo
much the more fure is this teftimony, confide-
ring it isnot kept in the bedily eares,where it
might foone vanith away , but in our minde
and fpirit; becaufe the fpirit beareth record to

our fpirit. And further , that the holy Ghoft
neuer departeth from our fpiri, but dwelleth
invs, abidethin vs, fpeakethinvs, theweth
forth his powet in vs, prayeth invs, There-
forethe Apoftle fuith,that we hane receiucd the
fpirit of adeption,bywhich we cry, Abbu, Father:
asthough he fhould fay, this teftimonie of the
fpirit isaltogethcr {o fure,by which he beareth
vsrecord that wee are fonnes of God ; that
prefently without doubting we can call vpon
Godjand crie, Abbs, Father. And allthe ele@
haue this teftimony, being made the fonnes of
God by faith , and being renued by the holy
Ghoft,& ingrafted into Chrift. For fothe A..
pottle fpeaketh, Ifany man hauenotthe fpi-
ritof Chrift,heisnot his : therefore, whofoc..
uer is Chrilts,and is ingraffedinto Chrift, it is
neceffarie hee fhould haue the fpirit of God,
And whofoeucr haue receiued and doe inioy
the fpirit of Chrift; to their minds the fame
fpiritbeareth record, thatthey are the fonnes
of God,and makes them to cric Abba, Father.
And it is certaine, that nomanis renned by
theholy Ghott, whick isnot perfwaded that
Godis his moft mercifull and moft louing Fa-
ther: and therefore cancall vpon himasa Fa-
ther. Thercfore although all men in that they
are aflured by the certainty of faith, that God
is their Father; and theyare his fonnes,do not
thereby argue and conclude that theyare ele-
@ed to eternalllifes yetall men indeede haue
thereby a fure teltimony of their election to
glory : becaufe if they be the fonnes of God,
theyarc allo heires of eternall life. Thistefti.
mouny I willbriefly comprife within this de.
mon(tration. Whofocuer call vpon God,and
intheir hearts crie Abba, Father, they are the
fonnesof God,and it s certaine that they thus
crie by the fpirit of God. Andthey which are:
the fonnesof God, are alfoheiresof cternall
life, and they haue binpredeftinareto adopti-
on: thereforeit multneeds bee, that all they
whichare perfivaded, thatthey ate the fonnes
of God by the holy Ghott, are predeftinate to
«eternall life,and muft be perfivaded of it. This
jische fielt teltimony & the ficft way, by which
God reucaleth to eucry ele@ man his prede-

A

B

ftination 3 namely, by the holy Ghoftwithin
our hearts,beatingrecord vnto vs,that we are
the fonnes of ‘God in Chrift, andby Chritt. '
And let this bethe firft argument, alfo feruing
to confirme our affertion.

The fecond way , by which God reuealeth
to cuery man his predeftination, is by his
word. I meanenot any particular word 5 by
whichhee doth declare t0 any outwardly in
private & fpeciall mantier,and that in exprefle
words, hisele@ion: butthe generall word of
the Gofpell, by which Chrift callethall them
Which belecue in him,ele&,both by himfelfe,
and by his Apoftles, as in the new Teftament
cuery where is moft manifeft. For although in
particular propofitions he fiynotto thee, or
tohim particularly, Thouart ele@ to cternall
life ; yet bymeanes of generall propofitions,
he doth as well conclude in the heart of “euery
one that belceueth, thatheis eleted , as any
manhall be able to conclude vnto particulir
men, that euery one of them isa lining crea-
tureindued with reafon by this generall pro-
pofition: Exery manis a reafonable creature inds..
edwithreafon? the affamption being fuppref-
fed.Therefore after thismanner dealeth God;
Hechath chofen all and euery feuerall man
whom he was toindue with faith, to haue the
euerlafting inheritance. .

Furthermore, hee publithed itto all the E-
lectby the Apoftles in this generall propofi- |
tion, shat all the faithfull are cleé} 0 esernall life,
The* aflumption js concealed in the word of!
God. Burwhen he giucth vs fajth, he maketh
cucry one of vsto make an affimption by
himfelfe inhis minde: B 2 am of the faishfull:
forI finde in my felfe that I truely beleceue in
Chrift. Therefore whois ittharmaketh this
conclufion forthee, that thow ars predeflinate so
erernall life? euen God himfelfe : the propofiti-
onbeiagtaken forch of the Gofpel, andtheaf:
famption proceedeth of the gift of faith. Bur
that indeede by which we properly attaine to
the knowledge of the matter contained in the
conclufion, is the middle roarme,astheycall ir.
Wherefore it is manife(t, that God by the
word of his Gofpel,where he Rith:that 8 rhe
\faithfull are elect:doth reucaleto euery faithful
man hisowne predettination. Onely this one
thingisto be required , thatthe faithfull man
hearing the vniuerfall propofition , in his
minde fhould make ao affamption. Bur 7 ams
\faishfiak by the gift and grace of God. Andisnot
God faid to hauc reuealed to cuery man his
fpeciall maledi®ion inthis generall propofiti-
on,Dent.27.26.Curfedss euery one that doth not
continke inall things that arewritteninthisbeoke,
although he fay to no man fpecially , thou are
accurfed # for euery one doth make this af-
fumption ghist he is accurfed, becauft he know-
eth moft certainely that hee doth not continue.
inall things that are written in the booke of
the law. Therefore the fchoole-menare decei-

ued, when they fay, it may be that eaery man
may be fure of his clection ; namely,if GO D
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whichis able,will rcueale it to him : yet, that
hedothonely reucaleit toa very few, asthe
Apoftes:for God(as hath beenc procued and
declared)euenby his word,in generall propo-
fitions dath reucaleto encry man his predeiti-
pation: forwhat can:be more certaine then
this demonftration? Whofoeucr doe truely
belecue.in Chrift,they are eled tocternall life
in Chrift ; but I truly belecue in Chrilt:there-
fore I am-eleted. But fome makean excepti-
onand fay , that this were ademonfiration
and that moft certain¢and evident, if a man
might be able to know that hee.were inducd
with erue faith in Chrift; but hete lyethall the
difficultie. For many thinke thac they truely
beleene in Chrift, whereas nenerthelefle their
faith is hypocriticall and temporaric s asap~
peareth by the Enangelilts. B
Anfiver. Wee graunt that they which be-
leeue by fach a faith, waich is in hypacrifie
and onely lafteth for a time; that they are
deceined whileft they thinke that they doe
truely beleeue , and yet doe not indeede s for
theyarelike thew whichdreamethatthey are
Kings, whenasthey are very beggars : but we
fay,that they which beleeue by a true faith,do
know whether they truely beieeue orno : and
they arenot deceined when they fay & thinke
that they truly beleeve. For they are like vn-
tothem, which handlinga pretious ftone , by
reafon that they are indued with fenfe, know
and fay, thit they handle it. And if no man
might certainly know. whether heebeleeued |
truly or not, whydoth the Apoftle fay, 2 Cor.
13.5. Ty your [elues whether ye be in the Faith ? |
And if it bee {0 , no man can euer certaincly
know, whether hee be fuftified : confidering
thatthey oncly which truely beleeué , canbe
inftified. Andif a mangiving ctedit toano-
ther mans word, doth certainely know, that
he beleeneth him : how much more doth hee |
know it , which being indued with true faith |
by the holy Ghoft, beleeucth the Gofpel ? In |
aword, Godly writers haue prooued againft |
Schoolemen,thatthey which are indued with
truefaith in Chrift cannot bec ignorant of it.
But(fay they )homan iscertaine of hisperfe-
uerance in faith: and therefore out of this vai-
uerfall propofition,Hee which beleenerp,rame- I
ly, with a true and conftant faith , # eleéted to |
Uife , no man cancenclude that he is ele@ed,
by reafonthat albeit he may know, that hee
is indued with truefaith, yet hee cannot tell
whether it (hall be perpetuall. This collei-
onisabfard , and the learned haue fully proo-
ued, that true faith is perpetnall. And there-
forethey which certainly know,thacthey bes
leeue in atrue faih, are alfo certaine, that the
fame their truc faith fhallncuer perifhin this
world: partly for the promife of God, Zer.33.
40, I will pus msy feare into their beatrs, that they
mayneuer depart from mee : and partly for the
prayer of Chrift, Luke 23.32. 1 baue prayedfor
thee Peter, that thyfusthdoc not faile, Seeing it
1310, it is very certaine,that God by his word,
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inwhich generally hee faiththar allthe faith-
fullarecle® ; doth reueale to cueryman his
Ele®ion: confidering that the propotition
taken outofthe-Gofpell is moft certaine, and
cuery faithfull manmay certainely affume to
himfelfe,, thathe is indued with true faith in
Chrift.

Thethird way by which God revealeth to
enery oneof vs his predeftination , isby the
effeds of predeftination,as well inward in vs,
as outward : by which,as by certaine markes
imprinted in vs,he dothfeale vs,that if we fhal
giue diligent heede,we may thereby enidently
perceiue, that we are fet apart fromthe com-~
mon forcofmen, which is often called by the
name of the world ; that weare fore-knowne
for his fonnies, and loued in Chrift,and prede-
{tinated to cternall life;yea, & that we apper-
taine no longer tc the world, but to thet Citse
which it abone that hath hés foxndation,as the A~
pottle faith, Heb.1 1. 10. And we haue a two--
fold reafon of this argument : one, becaufe
thefe effeéts (of which we fpeake, and which
we wil afterward handle)God workethnot in
any,but in his ele&t; as alfo afterward we will

| fhew. Therefore by right a man may,by atrue

feeling and experience of theft cffeds in him-
felfe , bee affured of his particular eleQtion
and predeftitation, tohane fellowfhip with
Chrift inall his graees. For if predeftination
(as Anguftinewitnefleth) bea preparation to
the bletsings of God;by which moft certainly
they are made frec, whofocuer are made free,
therefore whofoeuer fecleth himfelfe freed
through thefe graces of God, may bee affared
and certified of his predeftination. The other
reafonis,thacthefe effe@sare not onely the ef-

fe&s fimply of predeftination,but alfo fuch ef-
feéts they are, that mayalfobee feales of it ¢
namely , imprinting in vs a liuely forme and {4
mage of G O D,fore-knowing vs, loning vs,
eleting vs. And therefore albeit we cannot
fee the purpofe,the fore-knowledg,the electi-
onand predeftination of God as concezning
our felues, in God himfelfe fore-knowing,
willing,and ele&ting vs: yet we may behold 1n
our felues fome fure reprefentations ofal thefe
imprinted , and euen ftamped in vs by the
word: and {oby the beholding of thefe formes
and imprefsions in our {clues,we fhal eafily be
brought to the knowledge of thofe patternes,
(as it were) which are in the Lord himfelfe.
The matter (by reafon it is very good and
comfortable)may be declared bya fimilitudes
G O D is like vntothe Sunnc in regard of vs:
the Sunne when it fhineth vpon vs,and after a
fortlooketh vs in the face , it dothafter fuch
a forcimprint animage of his light inour eyes,
that we alfo inlike manner being made parta-
kersof his light, may looke agame vpon the
funne it felfe, and vpon hislight : for the light

of the Sun and his beames being fent downe
vpon vs;are beaten backe and refleted againe

towards the Sunne. So in like manner the
fore-knowledg of God,by which he hath and |
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would acknowledge vs for his from all eterni-

tie,italwaies refteth in God, and cannot of it

felfe,be perceined of vs. But yet whileft God
doth acknowledge vs for his he doth portrait
invshis ele®, acertaine formeand image of
hisfore-knowledge : by which he maketh vs,

renouncing all other gods, to acknewledge
him for our only ttue God. Thus it commeth
to paffe,through this true knowledge of God;
which he vouchfafeth vs,and by which wedo
acknowledge God for our God & father: we
may after a fort behold in God himfelfe his
foreknowledge,by which he hath foreknown
s for his fonnes. For firft of all,God doth ac-
knowledge vs for his, and thenthe ele@ being
made partakers of thishis light & knowledge,
he caufethvs in like manner to acknowledge
him. To this purpofe feraeth.that which our
Saviour Chrift faith:firft,(faith he,Zok.10.14.)
1 know my fhreepe, after he addeth ), And againe,]
am knowne of mine. As though hiee fhould fay,
whiles I acknowledge them for my fheepe,
I make themby meanes of this mylight and
knowledge,that theyalfo canacknowledg me
for theit Paftor. So the Apoftle faithto the
Galathians, Gal. 4. 9. when  ye fhall know God, or
ratber are knowne of hims:he teacheththerefore,
that God knew the Galathians , becaufe hee
had firft acknowledged them forhis, in his c-
ternall predeftinition: and by gining vnto
them this his wifedome ,. hee made them ac-.
knowledge the true God for their God, The
fame may be faid of the loue of God,by which
he loued vsin Chrift to enerlafting life,before
the foundationofthe world:God by loning vs
doth print inour hearts the image of his lote,
by which wee may loue him againe from our
hearts: and as it were by the refle@ion of the

Sunne-beames fenc downe into our heatts, we

A
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may be prouoked to loue agaie. For the loue
of God to vs,being eternall, and caufing eter.
nalllife,begeteeth in the time appointed a cer- |
taine loue in vs; feruing for his eternall glory.
Andro this purpofeis thatof S. Zob, y Job. 4.
10. Not that we firft lonsd God,but becanfz he  firff
loned vs., As thonga hehad faid,therefore we
loueGod ; becauie he firlt, that is, before the
foundation of the world loning vs in Chrift,
by theingrauing of his lone in our hearts,cau-
feth vs toloue him againe as a Father. So love
isfaid(to wit,that loue by whichwe loucGod)
tobeof God:: that is, to proceed of the loue of
God towards vs.And Paul writeth, Rom.s5.s5.
that thelose of God, namely thatloucby which
he loued vs)és fhedinowr heartsby ehe holy Ghofp
which i giues vs + and by this fhedding of the
loue of God in our hearts, it commeth to pafic
that louc is alfd wrought in our harestowards
God. And therefore by that found loue by
which we feele our felues to loue God,we are
made toknow how grear the louc of God is,
by which he loued v$ frd al eternity in Chrift.
And whatis that loue elfe but prede tination?
Inlike manner, election by which he fingled
vsfromthe relt of the world inChriftythat we

might be holy before him, begets in vsacer-
taineimageeuen of God himfelfe,thatis,ano..
ther ele&tion , by which we renouncingall o-
ther Gods,whichare worfhippedin the world
make our choife of this our true God Jehonab,
to be our God, that he may be alwaies before
our cyes,he which fan&ifieth vs,& the duthor
of our whole faluation. Wherefore through
this conftaat ele&ion which is in vs, wee per-
ceiue,thatthe ele@ion which is inGod,as ¢5-
cening vs, s firme & fure: not onlyas we ga-
ther the caufe by the effedt, butalfoas we ga-
ther the patterne by the piure: like as by the
fimilitude of the forme of a feale fafhiohed in
waxe,we doeafily vaderfland whatisthe very
forme and fafhion of the feale. Therefore jtis
manifeft, that it is che manner of God bythe
effe@s of hiseletionand predeftination im-
printed in s, to reueale to cuery one of vs his
owne ele&tion and predeftination: Andthar
two waies, both becaufé there are certaine
cffeéts of predeftination,and by the ffe@s,the
caufes are knowne: and alfo becanfe there are
certaine lively types of Gods fore-knowledge
& election,by which we are fealed vnto God.
Now by the imprinting of thefe formes and
typesinvs,as the feale is in waxe,the very firft
patterns themflues are known what theyare.
Furthermore, that there isno man elected

to eternall life,which fhall not be fealed vp in
thetime appointed with thefe marks of Gods
election s it is manifeft ont of thefe places of
feripture, which treat of clei6 & predefting<]
tion. The Apoftle teacheth, Eph. 1.4. thar wee
were eleited , that wee might bee boly and withonr
blame. Alfo he teacheth,Rom. 8. 30-thatal they
whom God hath predeftinased, arelskewife called
and infiified, andby confequent indued with
faith and knowledge of God , by which they
takehim fortheirFather;with loncalfo,wher.
with they loue him asa Father : alfo with 2
good will and conftant purpofe,by which they
defire conftantly his glorie. Againe, he faith
inanother place, 2 Tims, 3,19, The,  foundation
\Bandeth fiure baning this feale(in refpe&tof God)
the Lord knoweth who are bis.Now in refpectof]|
vs,he putteth downe another feale,faying: ler
bim depars from iniguitie, whichcalleth vponthe
#ame of the Lord: for withthis marke,all the e-
le@arebranded. They call vpon the name of
the Lord,& depart from iniquity: feckingaf-
ter holinefle and agood confcience. And this
is that fealing whichis fo often mentiopedin
the Scriptures: As when in the Apocalyps it
isfaid, Apocal.7. 3. that an innumerable multi-
tude was fealed to the Lord. For like as the
Father fealed Iefis Chrift as he was man and
mediatout ; fo alfothe reft of his children hee
hath fealed, & doth daily feale with faxe notes
and feales to diltinguith them from other
men,and the children of this age. ForGod is
faid,2 Cor.1.21,21. to haue annointed vs,and
fealed vs,and ginen vs the earneft of his {pirit
inourhearts. And againe, to haue fealed vs
with the holy fpirit of promife,and that to the
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day of redemption. Asitiscafieto difceriiea A cleane, patience inaduerfitie,

right feale from a counterfeit, fo; the: tene
foules of God(by the fealing of the fpirit) ate
diftinguithed from hypocrites , -and lawfull
children from baftards. Ll L

- It remaineth, that wee fhould declare fome i
effects of predeftination: by which, as by
markes and feales,the Eleé? may be difcerned |
from Reprabates. The firft effe@ of Predefti= X
nation, is Chrift himfelfe 5 ashee isaMedia- ’
tour and a_Sauiour dwelling in oii hearts by
hisholy fpirit. For as we are ele@ed in him, !

and by him redcemed ; fo by the fprinkling of
his blood,we are clenfed & fcaledp: andby his |
dwelling in vs quickened, (for hee isourlife,
and thateternall Jand thertore we are fenered B
from Reprobates which alwai ine in |
death,as inthe holy Scriptures weare taught.
Wefay that this is the firlt effe of predefti-
nation, becaufewe can inioy none of thegifts
of God,either of ele@ion,vocation,or iuftifi-
cation,except in Chrift,andby Chrift: Forhe
hath poured out all the effec®s of predeftina-
tioninvs. Inthatcherefore euery ele@ faith-
full manfeeleth Chrift to dwellin him, andto
quickenhim ; he hath a fealein himfelfe , by
which he may know that he was ele@edto e-
- |uerlaftinglifeinthe fame Chrift : A partand
beginning of which life, is this fpicitaall life,
by which we now liue to God. And as eucty
man knoweth himfelfe tobe the Son of God
in Chrift, becaufe he calleth vpan God from
hisheart as a father : hee may conclude, that
heis predeftinated tobe the fonne afiGod for
Chriftscaufe. And thatby this fielt note the
faithfoll may know that they are ele to eter-
nal lifesthe Apoltle fheweth, Know ye not (faith
he) your felues, that lefus Chrsft is in you, excepe
|yeebe Reprabates ? And nodoubt a type of this
kindeof (ealing, was that fealing which was
done in Egypt, by the blood of the Lambe :
namely,when the houfes of the Ifraelites were
fprinckled withthis blood, th it they might be
difcerned from the houfes of the Egyptians :
and {0 be paffed ouer vntouched of the Angel.
And by Chrift, asby thechicfe effe; yea,and
the caufe too of all the effes which follow,all
other effets of prede tination are put into vs,
and we are fealed with them. The Apoitle na-
meth three principles, ourcalling, (o wit effe-
Quall) our suflification , and glorsfication, This
third effe&t , weefhall obtaine in the iife to
come, thetwo firft in thislife. And to thefe
twomay very wellbe referred all other,which
we receiuc in this life by Chriftswith the cffe-
€tuall, wee ioyne a found hearing of the word
of God, andthe vaderftinding of it, accom-
panied with grea and conftait delight and
ioy:faithalfoanda true knowledge of the dei-
tie, humanitie, and office of Chrift. Vuto
iuftification, weereferre a perfwafion of the
remifsion of our finnes by Chrift ( for by this
weare iultified: )and regeneration toe,or fan-
&ification,and renouation of life,a good con-
feience , louc not faigned, a pure heart and
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€ and boafting in
tribulation, -all good workes and fruits of the
fpirit:adde hereunto the croffe it felfe, which
webeare for thetruth of thie Gofpeli - where-
fore, whofocuer feeletli that he is effetually’
! called;that he doth willingly heare the word,
 that hedath beleeue.the Gofpel ,- that hee is
fure ofthe remifsion of his finnes,that he bur-
neth withtrue loue tohis neighbour., .that he
is beritto-euery goad work ; hee cannot but
muftnéeds be perfwaded of his ele&ion: for
God onely doth communicate thefe vnto the
ele&. Therefore itis plaine, thatthe eleGtare
confirmed in the affarance of their election,
by the effécts.of Predeftination 5 and that
there is a three-fold way, by which God re.
uealeth to euery man his Predeftination.

Bu if any Thall take an occafion the rather
of doubting of his ele@ion , thenof confir-
ming himfelfe init , .of that which hath beene
{poken as concerning the fruites of the fpirit,
and the effects of Predeftination: and that
peraduenture becaufe hee can fecle in him-
{elfe few and very weake fruirs of regenera-
tionand eletion : yet ler him not be difcon-
raged , neither let him doubt of his election :
but let him vnderfet himfelfwich thefe propss
Firft of all, if euer hetruly felt in himfelfe that
teftimony. of the fpirit (which before I menti-
oned)namely,that he isthe Sonof G O D let
him know vndoubtedly, that heis fuch aone,
and therefore ele@ied to eternalllife. For the
holy Ghoft neuer beareth record, or perfiva-
dethaman of thatwhichis falfe , for bevs the
(piritof srmh. Andthey, are not the fonnes of
God, except they haue beene predeffinnse (as
the Apottle faith)toadoption by Chrift: & none
thatis the fonne of God and a man elected,
can be made a reprobate , and the childe of|
the dinell. Therefore albeit hee feele in him-
felfeboth few and feeble cffects of regencra-
tion, yet let him not doubt of his eleQion ;
otherwife ‘hee fhall difgrace the teftimonie
which hee hath receiued of the holy Ghoft,
yeaand thac too which as yet hee enioyeths
although peraduenture by reafon that his
minde is troubled by euill affe&ions, thatte.
ftimony of the holy fpirit can fcarce be heard
inhim. For the teftimeny of our adoption
by the holy Ghoft, beeing once giuen vnto
our fpirit , laftethfor euer : although is is o-
therwhiles heardmore plainly , and at other
times is more flender and fcarce perceiueds
But how (fay you) may Iknow.whether the
teftimonie (i)th proceede from the holy
Gholft, and therefore whether it be atrue and
certaine teftimony? Ianfwer.firft,by the per-
fwafion : fecondly, by the manner of the
perfwafion: laﬁ}y, by the effe@s of this te-
ftimony and perfwafion. For the firlt, the
holy Ghoft dothnot fimply fay ic, but doth
perfwade with vs, that wee are the fonnes
of God ; and no flefh candoethis. Againe,
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from the alone goodnes of God the'Father, A
and grace of Chrift: In this manner the diuell |
will neuer perfwadeany: Laftly,the perfwafi-
onofthe tioly Ghott isfull of power, for they
Wwhich are perfiaded that they are the fonnes
of God; -cannot but needs mufk call him Ab- ‘;
ba, Father: andin regardofloucto him, doe |
hate finne, and whatfoener is difagreeing to |
his will:and on the contrary,they haue a found :
and 2 heartie defire tohis wil. Ifat any time |
thou haft felt in thy. felfeany fich teftimony,
perfwade thyfclfe itwas the teftimony ofithe
holy Ghoft : and that very true and certaine :
too:and terefore that thou art the childe of .
God, and predcftinate toeternali life. Thisis'
the prop by which wee muft vnderfit that B
weake beleefe we hane of our cerraine ele&id |
to eternal life. Again,bold this without wae- |
ring whatfoeuer thouarr, that are temptedto
doubr of thy ele@ion : . Euenas nothing s re-
quiredatour hands to work our ele@ion, (for
God chofe vs of his onely meere goodrnefle)
{o,that we may traly know whether we bee-
le@ or not , this one thing fhall be fufficient,
namely ifwe fhal attaine to thecertain know-
ledge ofthis,that we are in Chrift, and parta-

kersofhim+ for, he thatis now ingrattedin
Chrift, andisioftified, it cannotbe, but that
he wasele@zdin Chrift before the foundation
of the world. . And that we may be in€hirift,
faithis both required, & is fufficient: not per-
fect faith,but teue faith thoughit be fo litle as
agraine of muftard feede , and fecble-likea
youngborne babe, and that fore difeaféd too.
Now that faith, which isaliuely and'a true
faith,laftech alwaies, as hath beene before de-
clared , neither canitat any time altogither
aile. Andfo it commethto paffe, that they
which once haue beene truely. ingeafted into
Chritt, remaine alwaicsand continue in him
according ro that faying ; All that my Father
giueth mee, fhall cometo mee; and he which
commeth vnto mee I will notcaft forth. That
is true no doubt, that looke how much the
faith is more perfe@ , fo much the greater
power it hath, to knit vs more and more to
Chrift:and therefore we muft alwaies endea-
uonrtoincreafe in faith. Yet for all that,thisis
moft certaine; one little fparkle of true faich is
fufficient to engraft vsinto Chrift. And for
thatcaufe, wee malt in no wife doubt of our
engrafting into Chrift,and of our ele@ion too,
by reafon of the weakeneffe of faith, and the
fmalland {lender fruits it bringcth out.

But how fhall I certainely know (fay yon)
whether my faithbe atrue and lively faith, or
not? Ot of the fame grounds, from whence
the tettimonie of our adoption is perceiued.
Firlt of alLif youfhalltruely feele thatyon are
perfwaded of the truth of the Gofpell,yeaand
that all your finnes are pardoned you for
Chrift,and you receiued to fauour, Againe,if’
you fee that this perfwafionis grounded not
vpon any” merits of yours, but on the fole
goodaceflc of God andgrace of Chrif}.

C

D

“Laftly, if you feele fiich a confidence to ap+
proach vnto,and call vpon thie Father,& fuch
a lene towards him and his Sen Iefas Chrift;
thatye doe hatcand deteft whatfoeuer is 2.
gainfthis glorie(as all fin is; )and on the con-
trary,be carried 4iway witha defire todo thofe
things which ferue for the aduancing of his
glorie: and thercfore that you lone all thofe,
which defire and fecke the famic, as the bre:
threnand friends of Chrift. For thefe be the
effeéts which can neuer be feuered from true
faith. And this isthe difpofition of true faith:
therefore aslong asthou fecleft thefe effects
inthy felfe albeit very {lender and greatly lan-
guifhing, yez affure thy felfe thon art indued
with true faith,although it be weake:& there-
forethenartin Chrit, yea andin Chrift ele-
&ed too. Wherefore thou muft not'dounbt of
thy faluation & election,by reafon of thy daily
flips proceeding from the weaknesof faith,no
not for hainous crimes: like asneither Dassd,
forhisadulterie and murder,nor Peter tor his

three-fold denial,did defpaire of their ele&io, |

which appeareth, in that bein g plungedin the
very gulfes of theirtempratics, they held faft
their faith as ananker, and called vpon God.
This s the fecond prop.Laftly,in no wife wee
muftforget,namely thatour election is certen
& immutable:& therfore asitis doie without
refpect of any workes of ours;fo inlike fort it
¢an. peer-be changed by any of our euill de-
lexts. For asit firfk proceedeth from the onely
See purpsfe of God; fo it is gronnded there.
on. True)dis,we prouoke Gods wrath againft
s by our fins, and neicher will God let them
efcape vpunifhed, but he chaftieth vs by di-
uers,bothinward & outward fcourges:as may
appeare in Danidaboue all other, Yet for all
that,it ishis good pleafare;thar tor his good-
nes fake & truth, for the obedience of Chrift,
that his purpofe fhould remaine fare,and our
cle&id.Soic commeth to paffe,that he gineth
vsrepentanceanew, toraife vs vp,apd to re-
ceiue vs to fauour. Therefore, although for the
prefent thou feeleft thy felfe tobe of weake
faith, & to have fallen to diuers fins; yer wher.
as heretofore thou haft had many and enident:
teftimonies of thy ele@iun, as the teftimony
of the holy Ghoft, andthe teftimonic taken
from faith, and the ¢ffects of faith:at this pre-'
fentaffuredly thon canlt not doubt of thy le.
Qion, for thy finscommitted, but thou fhalt
much derogate from thisfree election, & alfo
from the teftimonies of thy elettion hereto-
foreenioyed , yea & thofe which yet thonen-
ioyeft. For if thy finnes difpleafc thee,& thou
defireft to liue withoutblame , oncly forthat
thy fins difpleate thee , why now thou haft 2
new teftimony of thy election: for fachrepen-
tance as this is,is onely proper vnto the ele@:
therfore,by thefe three props we muft vphold
our faith, as touching euery ones particular e-
lection. And thus much as concerning the
certenty , with the which euery manmuft be

perfwaded, that hee is ele@tedin Chriftto
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eternal life,before the foundatio of the world.

Affertion. II..

Whofoener are predeftinatedtothe end,they are
afo predeftinare ro the mseanes wst boks which they
cannot atsaine tothe end:citherfore aithe elest ne-
ceffarily at length docome wntothe end by reafon of
thecertainty of their eleStionyfo alfo by reafonof the
\fame certenty,it is necefJary that they faonldbe tra -
cedthrough thofe means whichtéd to the fame end.
We muft marke theead to which weare pre-
deftinate,and to which we fay that one day we
thall be brought : for there is adouble end of|
our eleion:the one concerncth the ele the-
felues,namely their glorification;or their cter-
nall fifeand gloryin heanen; of which is fpo-
ken,Rom.8. The otherconcerneth God him-
felfe which chooféth , namiely the gloric of
God:that is,that the glory of his grace may be
known,and eternally made manifet},of which
is mentionmade, Eph.r. Bothofthem are fo
coupled togither, that whofoeuer are pracle-
Ged o thefirt,arealfo predeftinate tothe lat-
ter,and the latter followeth of the former. For
the more wee fhall be made partakers of the
gracesof God & the heauenly glory, omuch
alfo more and more fhall the glory of God be
made manifeft invs.Bucbecaufe the end which
concerneth God, is almoft al one in the repro-
bation of the wicked, & in the prede(tination
ofthe Saints: namely, thatby the faluation of
thefe whichproceedeth of his meere goodncs,
the glorie of hisgrace is made manifelt: o alfo
y the iuft damnation of the other, the glorie
of his diuine iuftice may bee made knowne
toal. Neuerthelefle,confidering that the end,
to whichthe clec fhall atraine, is farre diers
from that(for it s eccrnall life)vato which the
reprobatesare appointed (for that.is eternall
death: )thereforethe end of which wetreat in
thisaffertion; isour eternall glorification and
eucrlafting life in heauen.

Letvsnow fec in the fecond place, what are
thofe meanes, by which the ele& are bronght
varo this end:and therefore to which meanes
wehold , thatallate predeftinate whofoeuer
are predeftinate to the end. And they are of
two forts, fome of them are fo neceffary vato
al,that without the no man fimply can attaine
vato eternal life & glory:and they are Chrift,

asheis Mediatour and high Prie(t, and hiso-
bedience & iuftice (for without Chrit no man
canbee faued: ) alfo our effetaall calling to
Chrift by the holy Gholt:and thatwhich fol-
loweththis,is our inttification,yea and our re--
generation too. For thefe foure, predeftinati-
0n, vocation, iultification, and glorification,
are {0 linked togither,thatit is not pofsible to
feuer the one from theother, And therfore no
mancan be glorified, whichis notiuftified, &,
1o man canbe inftified,which is not effe@uall-
Iy called,as alfo 0> man can be effe@ually cal-
\led which is not predeftinatescherefore wich-
|out thefe not fo much as childré & infants can
ibebrought tothisend of etcrmall glory. And
theriore euen al the ele@infantsare inwardly,
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uerfitie acaretodo

in 2 certaine peculiar manner, by the holy
Ghott,called,and inftified,and glorificd.Now
there are fome certaine meanes anncxed voro
thefe, which albeit they hae no place in in-
fants,by reafon of their age, yet they belong
to all other elet,howfoeuer theyare found jn
{ome more plenteous and lively, and in other
fome more flender & weake.As namely,alive
ly faith,the hearing of the word,a deteftation
of fin,the loue of; righteoufnes,patience in ad-
good works(& fixch like)
all which the Apoftle comprehendeth vnder
the name of good workes;when he faith, thar
we are created, that is, borne anew in Chrift,
vnto goodvorkeswhichGodhath prepared,that we
might walke inthes that is,that we mightleade
our lines in them, and fo walking at length
might come to,eternall life: for without them
we cannot cometo eternal glory;but by them
God traileth vs thither. Therefore we fay,that
all which are cle@ o that end, arealfo prede-
ftinate to the fame meanes. For predeftinati-
on is not onely of the end , but alfo of the
meanes which concerne the end;andal,as wel
the end as the means, are the effes of prede-
ftination. And therefore it isvery true,which
Augnftine faith, Predeftination (faith he) is a
preparation to the graces of God, by which
theyindeedé are freed whofoeuer are freed.
Therfore, the fitft gift of God(thar we may
briefly confider the cffeéts of predeftination)
prepared for-all the ele, without which the
caninnowife cometothe end, is Chrift, and
therefore the firlt effeit of predeffination is opy
Lord lefus,with bis obedience,meviss death,vefur-
retionglorie :namely in that refpeit hee is made
Medsatonr besweene Godthe Fasher andvs,cs the
bead of all the elect. And therefore in s muchas
hie is fach a one, he is alfo the caufe of al other
graces & benefits, which come vnto vs by the
free predeftinationof God. Forthe  ffe@s of
predeftination are fo ordered among them-
{elues,that the firft, which goe before,are the
caufes efficient,or(it we wil fo fpeake)the ma
teriall caufes of the latter,& thofe that follow.
Therfore,fecing Chriftisthe firlt cffe&@ of pre-
deftination, heis alfo the caufe of all other ef-
fets,by whom we are made partakers of thé.
The Apoftle therfore faith very well to the E-
phefids: Inthe firft place(faith he Jwe are cletted
3uChriff namely as inthe head,to be his mem -
bers.Secddly,he writeth that we are predefti-
nate to adoptio by Chrift, namely, to obtainc
it,for we are adopted into the fonnes of God
in Chrit,the firftbegotten Sonof God, & by
making vs'partakers of his fonne-fhip,we are
really made the founes of God,yea,and we are
alfo indued with his fpirittoo, thatwe might
beborne anew. Thirdly(faith he) we are made
acceptable & beloued vato the Father, & His
"beloued fonne, namely Chrift. Fourthly,that
we haue our redemption in the fame Chyift,
by his blood, and haue obtained remifsion of
finnes,and al wifedome and vaderftanding, as

wel inheauen,as inearth. Inaword,the Apo-
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fe fheweth there (as alfo elfewhere) that
whatfoeuer benefirs we doeor fhall hereafter
obraine, counting from our eternall cleion,
euen vato our glorification: all thofe we now
doe, and fhall obtaine hereafter, in Chrift,
and by Chrift. Therefore,whofoeuer are ele-
&ed in Chrift, theyare alfo predeftinate to
Chrift, that is, to haue fellowfhip with him
that they may by him enioy all other bene-

£s. .

" The fecond benefit of God, and effelt of our
predefiination,is onr effectuallcalling to (hrift,and|
tobis Gofpel,in whish the eleét are onely calied: be-
caufeit is by the purpofe and gtace of God,
whichisgiuenvs in Chrift. And an effe@uall
callingisknowne by theeffeéts, two of which
proceede dire&ly from it: a heartie kinde of |
hearing the word s and the: conceiuing of it
witha very great,conftant, and continuall de-
light,and a true and fare beliefe of the word of
the Gofpel. Thenceitisthat Chrift faith,Wwhe
% of God(faith he)namely by cle@ionand effe-
Quall calling,beareth she wordof God,very wil-
lingly, and from iis heart,& that continually:
but ye heare not becaufe ye are not of God.,
And this calling is wronght not onely of the
preaching of the word (asitisinall that be
ofyeares) butalfo (and thatchiefly) with the
inward infpiration of the holy Ghoft, ‘whiles
that the Father draweth them. by his fpirit
whom he wi'l haue to comego Chrift. Which
alfo was faid tobee donein infants. For this
calling is the beginning of faluation euen in
this life: and thereforeitis the Apoftles man-
ner, inthebeginningof his Epiftles, to make
mention of this calling,naming al the faithful,
The fasntscalled: Therefore it muft needes be,
that all they whichare ele@ed in Chrift, muft
alfoat lengtheffeually be called anddrawne
to Chrift.

After an effeituallcalling followeth Faith, the
effett of predeftination, whichss aid te be peculiar
wntothe eleét; And without which(as the Apo-
e faith) it isnot pofsible topleafe God. For
by it we are ingraftedinto (hrift and are made th
members of (rift , andwithout fasth noman can
be faned, And thatthisis aneffect of predefti-
nation, the Apoftle plainely fheweth, when
he faith,that be had obtained mercie ( namely,in
Gods eternall predeftination)tbat be might be-
leene. Wherefore,whofoeucr are predeftinate
to obtaine etcrnalllife in Chriftand by Chrift,
theyarealfo ele@ed to hauethe very gift of |
faith. Thereforc it muft needes bee, tharat
iength they (hall beleeue in Chrift, -

The fourth benefit ss inftification, that is,a free.
pardoning of onr finnes, andthe imputation of the
vighteoufacs of ((orsft, for it followeth Faith: be-
caufe whoforner are indued with true faith in
Chrsft are alfoinftified, And thativftificationis
an effec of predeftination; the Apoftle fhew-
eth when hee putteth it after calling , before
which he ftteth predeftination. And when he
Cuirh thazwe are elett in (hrift, thas wemighe be
holy and without $pot or blame inthe prefence of

A

B

C

D

God:and that this is not done while we are in
this world , but.by the pardoning of all our
faults,and by.the impucation of his perfe o-
bedience. - Wherefore it muft needs be ;- ‘thar
all the ele fhall beiuftified, and be taken for
moft pure and without blame in Gods pre-
fence. ’ . .

WithinfHificationss ieynedregeneration, e fan.
EHificationbythe boly G hoft :namely, whiles we are
made new creatures by bim; and the fonnes of God
s00: not anely by adoption owt alfo by regeneration,
For when Chrift inftifieth vs, hee doth not
onely forgiue vs our varighteoufnes, andim-
pate his righteoufnefl vato vs, butalfo heta-
keth from vs aur ftouy heart , and giuethvs a
flefhy heart of his owne:and he ftrips vs of our
old man,and putsonhisnew man. Lafly,hee
takethaway the corruption of our nature: and
makes vs partakers of his dinine nature: & fo
indeed of the fonnes of men , he makesvsthe
fonnes of God,and his brethren too. Therfore
ivisfaid, thatwearepredeftinatcdtoadoption by
Lefus (hrift,and eleit that we maybe belywithour
blame,andthar which is borne of the [pirsesis called
fBirit. Therefore the ele@ed to cternall life,
muft needs be begotten anew to bee thefons
of God, and be made partakers of the diuine
nature,and be new creatures in Chrift.

Hence iffuet’s the fixt effet of predeftination,
which s heedfully toberegarded,she lone of righte-
oufweffe,andthe deteftation of finne. For in regene -
ration , the affeckions are principally changed ;
namely, the affecions of the corrupt nature
andflefh, into theaffe@ions of the diuine na-
ture and fpirit. Hence it is that the Apottle
faith,, that they which are borne anew , doe
walke according to the [pirit,andnar afeerthe flefh;
and not to fauour the things of the flefh, bur the
things of the [pirir . And the chicfe afte &ions of
the fleth, arc the loue of fin,that is,the cécupi-
fcence of the fieth,and centrariwife the hatred
of rightcoufneffe, and the law of God, which
are not of the Father,but of the world. There-
fore the chiefe 2 ffle@ions of regeneration, and
the fpirit, arethe loue of righteoufneffe and of
thelaw of God,and the hatred of fin. Forthat
which is fpoken chiefly of Chrit, Thas baft lo-
wed righteoufneffé and hatediniquity; is to be vo-
derltood of all the members of Chrift,endued
with his fpirit,bécaufe itis truly accomplithed
in them. Hence itis, that Dawid who in him-
felfe doth reprefent the difpofition of all the
regenerate,faid of himfelfc, ] hauc lonedthy law,
thy law is inthe middle of my beart,f haue hared al
sheworkers of imiquity,F wil not fit with the wicked,
Alfo Panl, 1 am delighted, faithhe, in the law of |
Godjaccordsng tothe snner man,thatis,in asmuch
asIamborne ancw. And no man doubteth,
but that both thefe affe@ions are the effe@s
of predeftination , except he beignorant that
allthefearcthe gifts of God, whichasin time
he beftoweth onhis, fo alfo hee hath decreed
to beftow them on them before the foundati-

on of the world.
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of regeneration,arsfeth a care and indeanonr to doe
| good works that is,to flie fin, € to fulfill the lawof
Godywhich is the feanenth effe of Predeftination,
For he which hateth any thing from his hearr,
{taketh heede of itas much as he can, and he
“ﬂyeth fromit, and efchewethit : and onthe
| contrary, hewhichloueth any thing from his
heart,thatalfo he feekethafter,and endeavou-
reth himfelfe to the copafsing of it. Thercfore
! the Apoftle Zoh# , maketh thisa chiefe diffe-
 rence betweene the fons of God, and the chil-
drenof the Dineli;that is, betweene them that
areborne anew : and them that are not borne
anew, that the childrenof God both louc and
doe righteoufnefle,, and the children of the
diucll loue fione and doe it : asalfo the diucll
finned from the beginning : and Chrilt came
to diffolue the workes of the diuell, namely in
his eleé; for in the reprobate he leaueththem
vatouched, becaufe they are not giuen him of
the father to be purged,borne anew, & faued.
Therefore feeing Chrift was before ordained
& predeftinate to the doing of all thefe works,
& that there is no good wrought in vs, which
wasnot prouided for vsin Chrift from al eter-
nity:itisa cleare cafe,that the care alfo of do-
ing good workes, isaneffect of predeftinati-
on. Andthe Apoftle plainly teacheth it when
hefaith , thatwee are createdin Chriff to good
workes, which God hath prepared thas wee might
walke in them. To this purpofe ferueth that
which the Apoftle dcliuereth of lone vnfained,
towhichhe fheweth,that we were ele; & of

ble companionof the faith of theele@. Laft-
ly,of a pure beare, which he afcribethtothe e-
le&, confidering the vnfasthfull baue nothing
cleane in them,and that their minde andconfeience
s defiled N ow that this care to dogoodworks,
isneceffary in all the ele@, Peter fheweth it,
whe.s he bids vsto endeauor to make owr electi.
on andcalling fure by goodworkes,as fome copies

netvnto God(for it was fare vnto him before
the foundation of the world,) but vato our
felues,and to our neighbours. And this isone
ofthe chiefeft vfes of good workes , that by
them,notas by caufes,but as by effecs of pre-
deftination & faith,both we,& alfo our neigh-
boursare certified of our eleion, and of our
faluation too. Furthermore,cofidering whiles
we hauea care to glorifie God, to doe good
works,and we will not be conformable to the
world in the wickednefle of it, neicher fabmit
ourfclues coour flefh and Sathan: the fleth,the
world and Sathan, do perpetually war againft
vs;and therewithall it commeth to pafle, they
being moft valiant enemies, that either we are
ouercome,or at the leaft in fight are foiled.
And therefore wearc conftrained to flic va-
to the Lord,& to crauc his afsiltance:therefore
¢he cighth cffectof our predeftination is the caling
pon God, that in this fight hewould gine vs ayde

A | have,to ftirrethem vpto prayer: for the fpirit
it fufe maketh requctt for vs, with groanings
that cannot be vttered, that is to fay it mooueth

hath fent the Spirit of bis Soninto onr bearts, cry-
ing Abba,Father. And God biddeth vscall vpon
him in cthe day of tribulation, promifing to
heare vs. Fromthefe proceedeth theninth eff et
of predeffinationnamely,a perpeenal vepentance for
onr dasly flippes, and continusll defive to bee bette.
red i godlineffe. So that alfo for this caufe
chicfly , we heartily defire to be diffolued our
of this world,& to be with Chrilt for this end,
that we might finno more. For thisisa thing
proper to the ele@ of God euen now borne
anew:as wemay fee in the Apoftle, who fpea-
keththus inthe name of all the regenerat.: O
miferable man that 1am svko fhall deliner me fions
thebodie of thisdeath ! And againe, 1 d:fireto be
diffolucd, andzo be with Chrif?.

Froms this ninth effet proceedeth the tenth,
namely, a defivethat Chrift may come,cs make an
end of all onr miferies andjfinnes, and perfeitlyre-
Jfore bis owne kingdome. That this is proper to
the elect, the Apoftle fheweth, when he faith,
that they loue the commingof the Lord : and
fobnbringeth in the fpoufeof CHRIST,
crying, Come Lovd fefus come quickely. Y ca,and
Chrilt himfelfe hath taught vs to pray: Let thy
kingdome come. And becaufe that they whicn
pray onthis wif¢, are alfo heard according to
Gods promife: Inthe day of tribulation call vpon
me, and Twill bheare thec: hence appmrrzl: thee-
lenenth eff ect of Predeflinasion, true patience,thar
5,70t oxely true comfort, but alfoa resoycing in ad-
serfitie:as the Apoftle deferibeth it Andthercfore
acertaine taking vp of courage and vecouery of |
firength againft his encuies:wherby e commethto
paffes that all things ssrne torhefaluation of the e
leit. Forthe elect, albeir they be often beaten
down in fight,yet becaufe Chrift fpeedily fea-
dethaide from heaué vuto them, they rife vp
couragioufly, & begin againe the fight againit
finne and the diucll, and all other the enemics
of Chrift: and they fight o long, till they be made
conquerours, andare affircdof the vittorie, and of
the crowne: which affisrance alfo is an cffect of pre..
dsftination ginen toall the cleét. For whar (faich
the Apoftic) fhall wee fay to thefe things 2 It
God be onour fide,, who canbee againtt vs?
Therefore our Lord Iefas teacheih , that the
ele@ can not be feduced, and fo perifh, no not
by the cnoning of Andichrilt, and his mieacles.
And laftly, hence appeareth that laft cffel? of pre-
deftination, whichweecaa chrameinthisife, the
gift of perfencrance unto the end i faith; arda
truecorfeffion of (hriftioyncdwich a manifeftcare
to line agodly life,and a defive toglorifie him. For
this gircis beltowed vpon alithecle®, as the
Lord promifid by leremie: I will pur vy feare
ineothesr hearts,ehai they may not depart fyom m.
And when they fhall come to the ena ot theic
lives, they fhall be recciued into the heanen:

B

vs to make requett. And becanfe we are fons,God |

| againftthe dincll,the world,andtlie flefh. For this
is the properriv of the fpirit, which theele

glorie , votill fuch time, as their bodies al-
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very certaine, thatthofe whichareele&@ed to
cternall life, arealfo predeltinateto vfe thofe
means,by whichas by certaine fteps & ftaires,
they climb into that heauenly dwelling place.
And therefore that wee were predeftinate to
thefe means,namely, faith,ivfificatio & good
works,becaufe we were ele@edto eternallife,
according to the purpofc and grace of God.
Wherefore by this means the dogtrine alfo
of the Pelagians is confuted as touching pre-
deftinatio to life,by our faith & works,which
God forefaw we fhould doe. Whereas on the
contrarie , there God did predeftinate vs to
faith & good works, becaufe he did choofe vs
to eternall life. For the Apoftle faith not,I ob-
tained mercie, becaufe I wasfaithfull, orbe-
caufe I fhould be faithfull, but that 1 might bee
\faithfsl Neither,faith he,that we areelected in
Chrift,becaufe we thould be holy and without
blame , but that wee might bee holy and withous
; blame Neither,doth he {ay that we were crea-
tedin Chrift,becanfe we did or fhold do good
works:but we were created togood works swhich
Godpreparedtharwe might walke inthem.Laftly,
he faith not,that the grace of Chrift appeared,
becaufe we were to line foberly , iuftly , and
godly, but that it therefore appeared, that we
denying all vogodlinefle, and the lults of this
world,might liuc faberly, inftly, andgodlyin this
prefent world, We fee therefore, that by this
do&rine;that wicked opinion is oucrthrowne,
which teacheth that we doe preuent the grace
of Ged by our merits whichGod forefaw:and
on the contrarie, here we fee, how fowlly the
belly-gods of this world are deceined, which
reafonthus: if webepredeftinate to eternall
life , and our predeftination be certaine and
vnchangeable, what neede we endeaour our
fclues, beleeue, ordoe good works? forhow-
focuer it fallout, and howfocuer theele@ do
liue, vndoubtedly they cannot perifh, becanfe
they are predeftinate to cternallife. Alas poore
wretches, they feenot, that they feuer thofe
things that are to be conioyned, namely, the
end and the meanes of the end: and that they
breake the chaine,which in no wifc either can
or muft beloofed: whilftthat they fener their
calling and iuftification:yea,and faithtoo and
good workes, from predeftination and glori-
fication. As though God did glorifie them
whom he did predeftinate , before he called
andinftified them:yca,and before they canbe-
leene , and fhew their quicke and liuely faith
by workes. Contrariwife, letvs learne what
our duty is.Ifany be ele@ to eternall life,they

B

C

D

poffefsion of eternall life. Thus we fee thatit is A alfo are predeftinate to the means by which

they come vntoit. And we beleene(as we are
boundtodoe)that we are predeftinate to cter-
nalllife : and therefore we muft alfo belecue,
that wee haue beene cle@ed ro faith and good
workes, thatby them,as by certaine fteps,we
might bebronght to eternall life. And there-
fore fo far muft webe from negleing faith,
and the meanes of good works, andof a holy
life; that contrariwife, it is rather our duty,to
keepefaith ina good confzience,, and tobee
conuetfant in good workes, which God hath
prepared,that we might walke in them. And
becaufe we can neither attaine to the end, nor
the meanes that bring vs thereunto of our
felues: therefore it is our part to crane them
atGodshands by prayer, that he would giue
vs faith, and a careto doe good workes, and
increafe them in vs. Neither muft wee onely
aske them, butalfo certainely truft that wee
fhall obtaine them for Chrift his caufe. For if|
for all them which are predetinated to eter-
nalllife, God nath prepared faith,, by which
they may belecue, and good workes to walke
in s thereforeif we beleeuc (as by Gods com-
mandement wee arc bound) that wee are in
Chrift ele®cd to eternall glory: we muft al-
fobe perfwaded,that before we depare hence,
he willgiue vs true repentance, increafe true
faith, inflame vs with loue : laftly,that he will
minifter vnto vs aboundantly all things in
Chrift, to obtaine the end. Yeca, this confi.
dencealfoand prayer, it is one effe@ of | prede-
ftination,by which we getthe reft. Therefore
this doctrin we muft hold, that predeftination
to eternall life doth not take away the meanes
of obtaining it,but rather eftablith them. And
thereforeboth thefe principles are true,name-
ly, that the ele to life cannot perith: and
vnlefle a man beleene in Chrift, and perfeucre
vato the end in ¢hisfaith working by louc, he
fhallperifh. The reafon is becaufe in prede-
ftination, the meanes and the end of it are fo
ioyned together, that the one cannot be feue.
red from the other. Wherefore whofocuer
holdethnot the meanes vntothe end(amongft
which faith is one)it is manife(t ; that he was
neuer predeftinate, and therefore muft noeds
perifh: as onthe contrary, he which holdeth
faith , muft needs bee faved. So the truth of|
thefe propofitionsis cuident. He which belce-
ueth inthe Sonne hath life cternall ; contrari-
wife,he which beleeuethnot inthe Sonne, the
anger of God remaineth vpon him ; becanfe
asa conftant faith isa figne of ele&ion, o ob-
ftinate infidelitic is a token of reprobarion,

FINIS.

Bradfords anfwerto Careles.

Careles. L amtroubledwithfearethat my finnes are not pardoned,

Bradford. They are,forGodhath giuen thee a penitnt and beleening heart : thatis,anheart,
which defireth to repentand beleeue. For fuch an oneis taken of him (hee accepting the
willfor the deede) for a penitentand belecning heart indecde.

Trin’ wni Deo gloria,

Ioh. 3
6,
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