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THE PREFACE.
IHAT

there are sundry great

referring to

and eminent promises,

New Testament times,

ing out of the Spirit, none

who

is

concerning the pouracquainted with the

Scriptures, and believes them, can doubt.
By tlie performance of them a church hath been begotten and
maintained in the world, through all ages since the as-

cension of Christ, sometimes with greater light and
spiritual lustre, and sometimes with less.
It hath been
one of the glories of the Protestant Reformation, that it

hath been accompanied with a very conspicuous and
remarkable effusion of the Spirit and indeed thereby
:

there hath from heaven a seal been

borne, unto that great work of God.
blessing,

share

;

we

in this nation

insomuch, as

set,

and a witness

In this invaluable

have had a rich and

plentiful

seems, Satan and his ministers

it

have been tormented and exasperated thereby and
it is come to pass, that there have some risen up
among us, who have manifested themselves to be not
:

thence

only despisers in heart, but virulent reproachers of the
operations of the Spirit.

good out of
own,

God who knows how

to bring-

did for holy and blessed ends of his

evil,

suffer those horrid

blasphemies to be particularly

vented.

On

this occasion

it

was, that this great, and learned,

and holy person, the Author of these Discourses, took
up thoughts of writing concerning the blessed Spirit,
and his whole economy, as I understood from himself
sundry years ago, discoursing with him concerning some
books then newly published, full of contumely and contempt of the Holy Spirit and his operations. For as it
was with Paul at Athens, when he saw the city wliolly
given to idolatry so was Doctor Owen's spirit stirred
;
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when he read

in him,

the scoffs and blasphemies cast

upon the Holy Spirit, and
in some late writers.

Had

his grace,

and

gifts,

and

aids,

not Pelagius vented his corrupt opinions con-

cerning the grace of God, it is like, the church had
never had the learned and excellent writings of Augustine in defence thereof.

It

appears from Bradwardin,

up
and pious spirit to write that profound and
elaborate book of his,
De Causa Dei.' Arminius,
and the Jesuits, endeavouring to plant the same weed
again, produced the scholastic writings of Twiss and
Ames (not to mention foreign divines), for which we
in this generation have abundant cause of enlarged
that the revival of Pelagianism in his days, stirred

his zealous

'

thankfulness unto the Father of lights.

which the Holy Ghost

laid hold

on

The occasion

to carry forth

Paul

to write his Epistle to the Galatians (wherein the doctrine of justification

by

faith is so fully cleared),

was

among them of another gospel by corrupt teachers, after which many in those churches were
soon drawn away. The obstinate adherence of many
among the Jews to the Mosaical rites and observances,
the bringing in

and the inclination of others to apostatize from the New
Testament worship and ordinances, was in like manner
the occasion of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
The light
which shines, and is held out in those Epistles, the
church of Christ could

The

like

ill

have wanted.

way and working

of the

wisdom of God,

be seen and adored, in stirring up this learned and
excellent person to communicate and leave unto the
world that light, touching the Spirit and his operations,
which he had received by that Spirit from the sacred
is

to

oracles of truth, the Scriptures.

To what advantage and
formed,
this.

is

increase of light

it is

per-

not for so incompetent a pen to say as writes

Nevertheless,

I

doubt not but the discerning-

reader will observe such excellencies shining out in
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and other of

greatly

commend

do so in

after ages,
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this great author's writings, as

do
God, and will
corrupt and degenerate

tliem to the church of

however

this

generation entertain them.

They are not the crude, and
hasty, and untimely abortions of a self-full, distempered

much

less the boilings over of inward corruption and rottenness put into a fermentation ; but the
mature, sedate, and seasonable issues of a rich magaspirit,

zine of learning, well digested with great exactness of

judgment.

There

is

in

them a great

light cast

flected on, as well as derived from, the

and

re-

Holy Scriptures,

those inexhaustible mines of light in sacred thino-s.
They are not filled with vain, impertinent janglino-, nor

with a noise of multiplied futilous distinctions, nor with
novel and uncouth terms foreign to the things of God,
as the manner of some writers is ad nauseam iistjuc.

But there

is

in

them a happy and

rare conjunction of

firm solidity, enlightening clearness,

and heart-searchall along, and

ing spiritualness, evidencing themselves

thereby approving and commending his writings to the
judgment, conscience, spiritual taste, and experience,
of all those who have any acquaintance with, and relish
of,

the gospel.

On

and such like accounts, the writings of
and learned man, as also his ordinary sermons,
if any of them shall be published (as possibly some of
them may),willbe, while the world stands, an upbraiding
and condemning of this generation, whose vitiated and
ill-affected eyes could not bear so great a light set up
and shining on a candlestick, and which did therefore
endeavour to put it under a bushel.
These two Discourses, with those formerly published,
make up all that Dr. Owen perfected or designed on this
these,

this great

subject of the Spirit, as the reader

may

perceive in the

account which himself hath given in his prefaces to
some of the former pieces, published by himself in his
lifetime.

Not but

that there are

some other lucubra-
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tions of his

possibly

on subjects nearly

may be

allied unto these,

published hereafter

;

which

One

viz.

enti-

The Evidences of the Faith of God's Elect and
perhaps some others. What farther he might have had
in his thoughts to do, is known to him whom he served
tled,

;'

^

so industriously and so faithfully in his spirit in the

gospel while he was here on earth, and with

now enjoys
ferings.

the reward of

For certain

it is

all his

labours,

and

whom

all

he

his suf-

concerning Dr. Owen, that as
abilities, so he did

God gave him

very transcendent

therewithal give

him a boundless enlargedness of heart,

and unsatiable desire to do service to Christ and his
church insomuch as he was thereby carried on, through
great bodily weakness, languishing, and pains, besides
manifold other trials and discouragements, to bring
:

forth out of his treasury (like a scribe well instructed

many useful and excellent
much beyond the expectation and
who saw how often and how long he was

unto the kingdom of heaven)
fruits

of his studies,

hopes of those

near unto the grave.

But while he was thus indefatigably and restlessly
laying out for the service of Christ, in this and succeeding generations, those rich talents with which he was
furnished, his Lord said unto him, 'Well done thou
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.' No man ever yet, but Jesus Christ, was
able to finish all that was in his heart to do for God.
On the removal of such accomplished and useful perhave sometimes relieved myself with this
Christ lives in heaven still, and the
blessed Spirit, from whom the head and heart of this
chosen vessel were so richly replenished, liveth still.
sons,

I

thought, that

Nath. Mather.
October 27, 1692.

A

HOLY

DISCOURSE
A COMFORTER.

SPIRIT AS

CHAP.

I.

The Holy Ghost

the Comforter of the church hy tvay of office. How he is the
church's Advocate, John xiv. 16. 1 John ii. 1, 2. John xvi. 8
11. opened.

—

1 HAT which remains to complete our discourses concerning
the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, is the office and work that
he hath undertaken for the consolation of the church. And,
Three things are to be considered with respect unto this
head of the grace of the gospel. I. That the Holy Spirit is
the Comforter of the church by way of especial office. II. What
wherein the discharge of it doth consist.
it towards believers.
It must be granted, that there is some impropriety in
that expression, by the 7vai/ of office.
An office is not simis

in that office, or

What

III.

are the ej^ecfs of

it may be, properly spoken of a divine person, who
absolutely so and nothing else. But the like propriety is

ply, nor,
is

be found in most of the expressions which we use concerning God, for who can speak of him aright, or as he
Only we have a safe rule whereby to express our
ought.

to

conceptions even what he speaks of himself. And he hath
taught us to learn the work of the Holy Ghost towards us
in this matter, by ascribing unto him those things which
;

belong unto an

office

Four things
fice.

1.

mission.

An

among men.

are required unto the constitution of an of-

especial trust.

3.

An

2.

especial name.

An especial mission or com4. An especial work.
All

these are required unto an office properly so called ; and
where they are complied withal by a voluntary susception
in the person designed thereunto,

constituted.

vine
is

And we must

manner do concur

inquire

in the

an

how

office is

completely

these things in a di-

work of the Holy

the Comforter of the church.
First, He is intrusted with this work, and of

Spirit as he

iiis

own

will

on himself. For when our Saviour was leaving
world,
and had a full prospect of all the evils, trouof the
and disconsolations, which would befal his
dejections,
bles,

hath taken

it
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and knew full well that if they were left unto
themselves, they would faint and perish under them, he gives
them assurance that the work of their consolation and supdisciples,

portment was left intrusted and committed unto the Holy
Spirit, and that he would both take care about it, and perfect
it

accordingly.

The Lord Christ, when he left this world, was very far
from laying aside his love unto and care of his disciples.
He hath given us the highest assurance that he continueth
for ever the same care, the same love and grace towards us,
he had and exercised when he laid down his life for us. See
Heb. iv. 14 16. vii. 27. But, inasmuch as there was a
double work yet to be performed in our behalf, one towards
God, and the other in ourselves, he hath taken a twofold
way for the performance of it. That towards God he was
to discharge immediately himself in his human nature
for
-other mediator between God and man, there neither is, nor
can be, any. This he doth by his intercession. Hence,

—

:

there was a necessity that as to his human nature, the heavens should receive him unto the time of the restitution of
all things ;' as Acts iii. 21. There w^as so, both with respect
'

unto himself and us.
First, Three things with respect unto himself, made the exaltation of his human nature in heaven to be necessary. For,
1. It was to be a pledge and token of God's acceptation

of him, and approbation of what he had done in the world
John xvi. 7, 8. For what could more declare or evidence the
consent and delight of God in what he had done and suffered,
than after he had been so ignominiously treated in the world,
to receive him visibly, gloriously, and triumphantly into heaven. He was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit,
seen of angels,' and in the issue * received up into glory ;'
Herein God set the great seal of heaven unto
1 Tim. iii. 16.
his work of mediation, and the preaching of the gospel which
ensued thereon. And a testimony hereunto, was that which
filled his enemies with rage and madness; Acts vii. 55
57.
His resurrection confirmed his doctrine with undeniable efficacy; but his assumption into heaven testified unto his
person, with an astonishing glory.
2. It was necessary, with respect unto the human nature
itself, that after all its labours and suffering's it might be
;

'

—

;

OF THE HOLV SPIRIT,

[Q\

crowned with honour and glory. He was to suffer and enter
Luke xxiv. 26. Some dispute whether Christ
in his human nature merited any thing for himself or no
but
not to immix ourselves in the niceties of that inquiry, it is
into his glory

;

;

unquestionable that the highest glory was due to him upon
accomplishment of the work committed unto him in this
world, which he therefore lays claim to accordingly John
his

;

xvii. 4, 5.

It

was

so,

With

respect unto the glorious administration of his
kingdom is not of this world, so it is
not only over this world, or the whole creation below ; the
3.

kingdom:

for as his

angels of glory, those principalities and powers above, are
subject unto him, andbelong unto his dominion; Ej)h, i. 21.
Phil.

ii.

9, 10.

Among them,

attended with their ready ser-

and obedience unto all his commands, doth he exercise
the powers of his glorious kingdom. And they would but
degrade him from his glory, without the least advantage unto
themselves, who would have him forsake his high and glorious throne in heaven, to come and reign among them on
the earth, unless they suppose themselves more meet attendvice

ants on his regal dignity than the angels themselves,
are

mighty

in strength

who

and glory.

Secondly, The presence of the human nature of Christ in
heaven, was necessary with respect unto us. The remainder
of his work with God on our behalf, was to be carried on by
Heb. vii. 26, 27. And whereas this intercesintercession
sion consisteth in the virtual representation of his oblation,
or of himself as a lamb slain in sacrifice, it could not be done
without his continual appearing in the presence of God
;

Heb.

ix. 24.

work of Christ respects the church
object. So, in particular, doth
immediate
or believers, as
This is that work
his comforting and supporting of them.
which in a peculiar manner is committed and intrusted unto

The other

part of the
its

the Holy Spirit, after the departure of the

human

nature of

Christ into heaven.

But two things are to be observed concerning it; 1.
That, whereas this whole work consisteth in the communication of spiritual light, grace, and joy to the souls of believers, it was no less the immediate work of the Holy Ghost
whilst the Lord Christ was upon the ea'th, than it is now
VOL.

IV.

M
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he

is
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absent in heaven

;

only during the time of his conver-

sation here below in the days of his flesh, his holy disciples

looked on him as the only spring and foundation of all their
consolation, their only support, guide, and protector, as they
had just cause to do. They had yet no insight into the mystery of the dispensation of the Spirit, nor was he yet so given
or poured out, as to evidence himself and his operation unto
Wherefore, they looked on themselves as uttheir souls.
terly undone when their Lord and Master began to acquaint

them with

his leaving of them.

No

sooner did he

tell

them

but sorrow filled their hearts ;' John xvi. 6. Wherefore, he immediately lets them know, that this great work of
relieving them from all their sorrows and fears, of dispelling
their disconsolations, and supporting them under their trouof

it,

'

was committed to the Holy Ghost, and would by him
be performed in so eminent a manner, as that his departure
from them would be unto their advantage; ver. 7. Wherefore, the Holy Spirit did not then first begin really and
effectually to be the Comforter of believers upon the departure of Christ from his disciples, but he is then first promised
so to be upon a double account.
(1.) Of the full declaration and manifestation of it. So things are often said in the
Scripture then to be, when they do appear and are made
manifest. An eminent instance hereof we have in this case;
John vii. 38, 39. The disciples had hitherto looked for all
immediately from Christ in the flesh, the dispensation of the
But now this also was to be
Spirit being hid from them.
manifested unto them. Hence, the apostle affirms, that
* though we have known
Christ after the flesh, yet henceforth we know him no more;' 2 Cor. i. 16. that is, so as to
look for grace and consolation immediately from him in the
flesh, as it is evident the apostles did, before they were instructed in this unknown office of the Holy Ghost. (2.) Of
the full exhibition and eminent communication of him unto
this end. This, in every kind, was reserved for the exaltation
of Christ, when he received the promise of the Spirit from
the Father, and poured it out upon his disciples.
2. The Lord Christ doth not hereby cease to be the ComFor what he doth by his Spirit, he
forter of his church.
doth by himself. He is with us unto the end of the world
by his Spirit being with us, and he dwelleth in us by the Spi-

ble,
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dwelling in us and whatever else is done by the Spirit,
done by him. And it is so upon a threefold account:
For, (1.) the Lord Christ, as Mediator, is God and man in
one person, and the divine nature is to be considered in all
his mediatory operations. For he who workeththem is God,
and he worketh them all as God-man, whence they are Theandrkal. And this is proposed unto us in the greatest acts of
his humiliation, which the divine nature in itself" is not formally capable of. So God redeemed his church with his
own blood Acts xx. 28. Inasmuch, as he who was in the
form of God, and thought it no robbery to be equal with
God, humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, the
death of the cross;' Phil. ii. 6 8. Now in this respect the
Lord Christ and the Holy Spirit are one in nature, essence,
will, and power.
As he said of the Father, ' I and my Father are one ;' John x. 30.
So it is with the Spirit, he and
the Spirit are one.
Hence all the works of the Holy Spirit
are his also as his works were the works of the Father, and
all the operations of the
the works of the Father were his
lit

;

is

'

;

—

;

:

Holy Trinity,

as to things external, unto their divine subsist-

ence, being undivided.

So

is

the

the consolation of the church, his

work of the Holy
work also.

Spirit in

Because the Holy Spirit in this condescension unto
So the Son acted
office, acts for Christ and in his name.
for and in the name of the Father, where he every where
ascribed what he did unto the Father in a peculiar manner.
The word,' saith he, which you hear, is not mine, but the
It is his originally
Father's which sent me ;' John xiv. 24.
and eminently, because as spoken by the Lord Christ, he
was said by him to speak it. So are those acts of the Spirit,
whereby he comforteth believers, the acts of Christ, because
the Spirit speaketh and acteth for him, and in his name.
(3.) All those things, those acts of light, grace, and
mercy, whereby the souls of the disciples of Christ are com(2.)

"

'

forted by the

Holy Ghost,

are the things of Christ, that

is,

So speaketh our Saviour
especial fruits of his mediation.
shall glorify me ; for he
He
work
himself of him and his
'

;

shall receive of mine, and shew it unto you;' John xvi. 14.
All that consolation, peace, and joy which he communicates
unto believers yea, all that he doth in his whole work towards the elect, is but the eftectual communication of the
;

M

2

;
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of the mediation of Christ unto them. And this
thing that constitutes the office of the Comforter

fruits
first

is
;

the
this

work

is committed and intrusted unto him in an especial
manner, which, in the infinite condescension of his own will,
he takes upon him.

Secondly,
that he

is

It farther

said to be

seiit

evinceth the nature of an office, in
unto the work. And mission always

He who is sent is intrusted and empowered as unto what he is sent about. See Psal. civ. 30.
John xiv. 26. xv. 26. xvi. 7. The nature of this sending of
the Spirit, and how it is spoken of him in general, hath been
includeth commission.

considered before in our declaration of his general adjuncts,
or what is affirmed of him in the Scripture, and may not
here again be insisted on.
It is now mentioned only as an
evidence to prove, that in this work of his towards us, he

hath taken that on him which hath the nature of an office.
For that is his office to perform which he is sent unto, and
he will not fail in the discharge of it. And it is in itself a
great principle of consolation unto all true believers, an effectual means of their supportment and refreshment, to consider, that not only is the Holy Ghost their Comforter, but
also that he is sent of the Father and the Son, so to be. Nor
can there be a more uncontrollable evidence of the care of
Jesus Christ over his church, and towards his disciples in all
their sorrows and sufferings, than this is, that he sends the

Holy Ghost

be their Comforter.
hath an especial name given him, expressing
and declaring his office. When the Son of God was to be
incarnate, and born in the world, he had an especial name
given unto him
He was called Jesus.' Now, although
there was a signification in this name of the work he was to
do; for he was called Jesus, because he was to save his people from their sins ;' Matt. i. 21. yet was it also that proper
name whereby he was to be distinguished from other persons.
So the Holy Spirit hath no other name but that of
the Holy Spirit, which how it is characteristical of the third
person in the Holy Trinity, hath been before declared. But
as both the names of Jesus and of Christ, though neither of
them is the name of an office, as one hath dreamed of late
yet have respect unto the work which he had to do, and the
office which he was to undergo, without which he could not
Thirdly,

to

He

;

'

'
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have rightly been so called so hath the Holy Ghost a name
given unto him, which is not distinctive with respect
unto
his personality, but denominative with respect unto
his work.
:

And

this is 6 TrapaicXrjroc.

This name

used only by the apostle John, and that
from the mouth of Christ; chap. xiv. 16.
26. XV. 26. xvi. 7. And once he useth it himself, applying it
unto Christ, 1 John ii. 1. where we render it an advocate.
1.

is

in his gospel, only

The Syriac interpreter retains the name N{Di'?mD, Para; not as some imagine from the use of that word before
among the Jews, which cannot be proved. Nor is it likely
that our Saviour made use of a Greek word barbarouslv corrupted, DrrDDH, was the word he employed to this purpose.
But looking on it a proper name of the Spirit with respect
unto his office, he would not translate it.
As this word is applied unto Christ, which it is in that
o7ie place of 1 John ii. 1. it respects his intercession, and
gives us light into the nature of it. That it is his intercession which the apostle intends, is evident from its relation
clita

unto his being our propiation. For the oblation of Christ on
is the foundation of his intercession in heaven.
And he doth therein undertake our patronage, as our advocate, to plead our cause, and in an especial manner to keep
off evil from us. For, although the intercession of Christ in
general, respects the procurement of all grace and mercy for
us, every thing whereby we may be 'saved unto the utmost;'
Heb. vii. 25, 26. yet his intercession for us as an advocate
For so is
respects sin only, and the evil consequents of it.
he in this place said to be our advocate, and in this place
If any
alone is he said to be, only with respect unto sin
man sin, we have an advocate.' Wherefore, his being so,
doth in particular respect that part of his intercession,
wherein he undertakes our defence and protection when accused of sin. For Satan is o Kar/j-yo/ooc, the accuser ; Rev.
And when he accuseth believers for sin, Christ is
xii. 10.
their TrapaicXrjroc, their patron and advocate. For, according
unto the duty of a patron or advocate in criminal causes,
partly he sheweth wherein the accusation is false, and aggravated above the truth, or proceeds upon mistakes ; partly
that the crimes charged have not that malice in them as is
pretended and principally in pleading his propitiation for
the earth,

:

;

'
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them, that so far as they are really guilty, they

may be

gra-

ciously discharged.

For

this

translate

it

name

is

Some

applied unto the Holy Spirit.

a Comforter;

some an Advocate; and some

retain

It may be best interpreted from
the Greek word Paraclete.
the nature of the work assigned unto him under that name.

intended under this name
unto his teaching, which he is principally promised for for
the matter and manner of his teaching, what he teacheth, and
the way how he doth it, is, they say, the ground of all consolation unto the church. And there may be something in this
interpretation of the word, taking teaching in a large sense,

Some would confine the whole work

:

So are we said to
be taught of God when faith is wrought in us, and we are enabled to come unto Christ thereby. And all our consolations
are from such internal, divine operations. But take teaching
properly, and we shall see that it is but one distinct act of
the work of the Holy Ghost as here promised among many.
for all internal, divine, spiritual operations.

But, 2. the work of a comforter is principally ascribed
unto him. For, (1.) that he is principally under this name
intended as a comforter, is evident from the whole context
and the occasion of the promise. It was with respect unto
the troubles and sorrows of his disciples, with their relief
therein, that he is promised under this name by our Saviour.
I will not,' saith he, 'leave you orphans;' chap. xiv. 18.
'

Though

I

go away from you, yet

I

will not leave

desolate and disconsolate condition.

How

you

in a

shall that

be

prevented in his absence, who was the life and spring of all
their comforts ? Saith he, ' I will pray the Father, and he
shall give

you aWov

Another
So he renews again his promise of
name, because sorrow had filled

TrapoKXrjrov

to be your Comforter.'

;'

ver. 16. that

is,

'

'
sending him under this
his
of
departure chap,
apprehension
their hearts' upon the
principally
considered
Wherefore,
he
is
as a Com8.
xvi. 7,
;

forter: and, as

we

shall see farther afterward, this

is

his

most suited unto his nature, as he is the
For he who is the eternal,
of peace, love, and joy.

principal work,
Spirit

essential love of the Divine Being, as existing in the distinct

persons of the Trinity, is most meet to communicate a sense
of divine love with delight and joy unto the souls of believers.

Hereby he

sets

up the kingdom of God

in

them.
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'righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
xiv. 17. And in nothing doth he so evidence
his presence in the hearts and spirits of any, as by the disposal of them unto spiritual love and joy. For shedding
is

;'

Rom.

'

abroad the love of God in our hearts,' as Rom. v. 5. He produceth a principle and frame of divine love in our souls, and
fills us with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
The attribution, therefore, of this name unto him, the Comforler, evidenceth that he performs this work in the way of an office.
Neither, (2.)

is

the signification of an advocate to be omit-

what he doth as such tendeth also to the consolation of the church.
And we must first observe, that the
Holy Spirit is not our advocate with God. This belongs
alone unto Jesus Christ, and is a part of his office. He is
ted, seeing

said indeed to

'

make

intercession with groans that cannot

be uttered;' Rom. viii. 26.
ately, nor in his own person.

But

this

he doth not immedi-

He no otherwise maketh

interces-

but by enabling us to make intercession according
unto the mind of God. For to make intercession yorwa//y,
is utterly inconsistent with the divine nature, and liis person, who hath no other nature but that which is divine. He
is, therefore, incapable of being our advocate with God
the
Lord Christ is so alone, and that on the account of his pre-^
cedent propitiation made for us. But he is an advocate for
Such an advothe church, in, with, and against the world.
cate is one that undertaketh the protection and defence of
The cause
another, as to any cause wherein he is engaged.
sion for us

:

wherein the disciples of Christ are engaged in and against
the world, is the truth of the gospel, the power and kingdom
of their Lord and Master. This they testify unto this is opposed by the world, and this, under various forms, appearances, and pretences, is that which they suffer reproaclies and
;

In this cause the Holy
persecutions for in every generation.
Christ and the gosJesus
justifying
advocate,
their
Spirit is
pel against the world.
And this he doth three ways [1.] By suggesting unto, and
furnishing the witnesses of Christ with pleas and arguments
:

to the conviction of gainsayers.

18—20. And

So

it is

promised

tiiat

he

ye shall be brought before
should do. Matt. x.
a testimony against them
for
sake,
for
my
governors and kings
deliver you up, take no
they
when
But
the Gentiles.
'

and
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how or what ye shall speak, for it shall be given yoa
same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that
speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.'
They were to be given up, that is, delivered up as malefactors
unto kings and rulers for their faith in Christ, and the testitliought

in that

mony they

gave unto him. In this condition the best of

men

and the plea they
are to make in the defence of themselves and their cause.
Our Saviour, therefore, gives them encouragement not only
from the truth and goodness of their cause, but also from
the ability they should have in pleading for it unto the conare apt to be solicitous about their answers,

viction or confusion of their adversaries.

And

this

he

tells

them should come to pass not by any power or faculty in
themselves, but by the aid and supply they should receive
from this advocate, who in them would speak by them. This
was that mouth and wisdom which he promised unto them,
which all their adversaries should not be able to gainsay or
resist; Luke xxi. 15.
A present supply of courage, boldness, and liberty of speech, above and beyond their natural
temper and abilities, immediately upon their receiving of
the Holy Ghost.
And their very enenues saw the effects of
it unto their astonishment.
Upon the plea they made before
the council at Jerusalem, it is said, that when they saw the
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
ignorant and unlearned men, they marvelled ;' Acts iv. 13.
They saw their outward condition, that they were poor and of
the meanest of the people, yet carried it with courage and
boldness before this great Sanhedrim, with whose authority
'

and unusual appearance in grandeur, all persons of that sort
were wont to be abashed and tremble at them. They found
them ignorant and unlearned in that skill and learning which
the world admired, yet plead their cause unto their confusion.

They could not, therefore, but discern and acknowledge that
there was a divine poiver present with them, which acted them
above themselves, their state, their natural or acquired abiliThis was the work of this advocate in them who had
So when Paul
undertaken the defence of their cause.
pleaded the same cause before Agrippa and Felix, one of
them confessed his conviction, and the other trembled in his
judgment-seat.
Neither hath he been wanting: unto tlie defence of the
ties.

AS A COMFORTER.
same cause,
All the

mean

in the

sitory

same manner,

of the church

1G9

in succeedino- generations.

is filled

with instances of persons,

outward condition, timorous by nature, and
unaccustomed unto dangers, unlearned and low in their natural abilities, who in the face of rulers and potentates, in
the sight of prisons, tortures, fires provided for their destruction, have pleaded the cause of the gospel with coura2;e
and success, unto the astonishment and confusion of their
adversaries.
Neither shall any disciple of Christ in the
in their

same case want the

some due measure and
from him in a way of believing,
and depends upon it. Examples we have hereof every day in
persons acted above their own natural temper and abilities
unto their own admiration. For being conscious unto themselves of their own fears, despondencies, and disabilities, it is
a surprisal unto them to find how all their fears have disappeared, and their minds have been enlarged, when they have
been called unto trial for their testimony unto the gospel.
We are in such cases to make use of any reason, skill, wisdom, or ability of speech which we have, or other honest
and advantageous circumstances which present themselves
unto us, as the apostle Paul did on all occasions. But our
dependance is to be solely on the presence and supplies of
our blessed advocate, who will not suffer us to be utterly defective in what is necessary unto the defence and justification
of our cause.
[2.] He is the advocate for Christ, the church, and tlie
gospel, in and by his communication of spiritual gifts, both
extraordinary and ordinary, unto them that do believe. For
these are things, at least in their effects, visible unto the
world. Where men are not utterly blinded by prejudice,
love of sin, and of the world, they cannot but discern somewhat of a divine power in these supernatural gifts. Wherefore, they openly testify unto the divine approbation of
So the
the gospel, and the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
apostle confirms the truths that he had preached, by this
argument, that therewith and thereby, or in tlie confirmation of it, the Spirit, as unto the communication of gifts, was
And herein is he the church's advoGal. iii. 2.
received
cate, justifying their cause openly and visibly by this dispenBu<
sation of his power towards them and in their behalf.
because we have treated separately and at large of the naproportion,

;

like assistance in

who expects

it
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ture

and use of these

spiritual gifts, I shall not here insist

on the consideration of them.
[3.] By internal efficacy in the dispensation of the word.
Herein also is he the advocate of the church against the
11. ' For when he is
world, as he is declared, John xvi. 8
come he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment. Of sin, because they believe not on me.
Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me
no more. Of judgment, because the prince of this world is
judged.' That which is ascribed unto him with respect unto
the world, is expressed by the word iXsy^ei he shall reprove or
convince iXiy^o) in the Scripture is used variously. Sometimes it is to manifest, or bring forth unto light. Eph. v. 13. ra
Se iravra IXEj^ofieva viro rov ({)WTog ^avtpowrat* * For all things
that are reproved, or discovered, are made manifest by the
light.' And it hath the same sense, John iii. 20. Sometimes it
1 Tim. v. 20. tovq ajjiapTavovTag
is to rebuke and reprove
Ivom'tov TravT(jjv tXeyxe. Those that sin rebuke before all.' So
also. Rev. iii. 19. Tit. i. 13. Sometimes it is so to convince
as in that, to stop the mouth of an adversary, that he shall
have nothing to answer or reply; John viii. 9. viro tJjc (twhBeing convicted by their own conS/jflTfwc IXejxofxevoi,
sciences, so as not having a word to reply, they deserted
their cause. So Tit. i.9. tovq avTiXiyovrag iXiyxetv, 'To con-

—

:

:

;

'

'

vince gainsayers,' is explained,' ver. 11. by lin(jTO}xi^Hv, 'to
stop their mouth,' namely, by the convincing evidence of truth.
^^Xiyxog, is an uncontrollable evidence, or an evident argu-

Wherefore, iXiy\Hv here, is by undeniable
ment Heb. xi. 1
argument and evidence so to convince the world, or the adversaries of Christ and the gospel, as that they shall have nothing
This is the work and duty of an advocate, who
to reply.
;

.

will absolutely vindicate his client

when his cause

will bear

it.

For all persons upon
the effect hereof is twofold.
such an overpowering conviction take one of these two
ways: 1st. They yield unto the truth and embrace it, as find-

And

no ground to stand upon in its refusal. Or, 2ndly. They
out into desperate rage and madness, as being obstinate
in their hatred against the truth, and destitute of all reason
to oppose it. An instance of the former way we have in those
Jews unto whom Peter preached on the day of Pentecost.
in"-

fly

Reproving and convincing of them beyond all contradiction,
they were pricked in their hearts, and cried out. Men and
•

AS A COMFORTER.
what

171

we do V and therewithal came over unto
Of the latter, we have many instances in the dealing of our Saviour with that people: for when

brethren,

the faith

;

shall

Acts

37. 41.

ii.

he had atany time convinced them, and stopped their mouths
as to the cause in hand, they called him Beelzebub, cried out
that he had a devil, took up stones to throw at him, and conspired his death with all demonstration of desperate rage and
madness; John viii. 48. 58. x. 30, 31. 39. So it was in the
case of Stephen, and the testimony he gave unto Christ; Acts
vii. 56
58. And with Paul, Acts xxii. 22, 23. An instance
of bestial rage not to be paralleled in any other case; but in
this it has often fallen out in the world.
And the same effects this work of the Holy Ghost, as the advocate of the
church, ever had, and still hath, upon the world. Many being
convicted by him in the dispensation of the word, are really
humbled and converted unto the faith. So God adds daily
to the church such as shall be saved.
But the generality of
the world are enraged by the same work against Christ, the
gospel, and those by whom it is dispensed.
Whilst the
word is preached in a formal manner, the world is well
enough contented that it should have a quiet passage among
them. But wherever the Holy Ghost puts forth a convincing
efficacy in the dispensation of it, the world is enraged by
it
which is no less an evidence of the power of their conviction, than the other is of a better success.
The subject-matter, concerning which the Holy Ghost
raanageth his plea by the word against the world, as the advocate of the church, is referred unto the three heads of sin,
righteousness, and judgment, ver. 8. the especial nature of

—

;

them being declared,
(1st.)

What

sin

ver. 9

it is

— 11.
Holy Spirit
and convince them of,

in particular that the

shall so plead with the world about,

Of sin, because they believe not in me.'
whereof men may be convinced by the
There
More that they are relight of nature; Rom. ii. 14, 15.
proved for by the letter of the law. And it is the work of
the Spirit also in general, to make these convictions efiecis

declared, ver. 9.
are

many

'

sins

vvliich he hath
church against the world nor is that such
as any can be brought unto conviction about by the light
but it is the work of the
of nature, or sentence of the law

tual.

But these belong not unto the cause

to plead for the

;

;
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Spirit alone

by the gospel.

And

this, in the first place, is

unbelief, particularly not believing in Jesus Christ, as the

Son of God, the promised Messiah and Saviour of the world.
This he testified concerning himself, this his works evinced
him

this both Moses and the prophets bare withereon he tells the Jews, that if they believed
not that he was he, that is, the Son of God, the Messiah and
Saviour of the world, they should die in their sins John

and

to be,

ness unto

:

'

viii. 5.

21 24.
.

But in

;

this unbelief, in this rejection of Christ,

the Jews and the rest of the world justified themselves, and
not only so, but despised and persecuted them who believed
in him.
This was the fundamental difference between believers and the world, the head of that cause wherein they
were rejected by it as foolish, and condemned as impious.
And herein was the Holy Ghost their advocate for he did
by such undeniable evidences, arguments, and testimonies,
convince the world of the truth and glory of Christ, and of
the sin of unbelief, that they were every where either converted or enraged thereby. So some of them upon this conviction, gladly received the word, and were baptized ;' Acts
ii. 41.
Others upon the preaching of the same truth by the
apostles, ' were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay
them ;' chap. v. 33. In this work he still continueth. And it
is an act of the same kind whereby he yet in particular convinceth any of the sin of unbelief, which cannot be done but
by the effectual, internal operation of his power.
(2ndly.) He thus convinceth the world of righteousness;
Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and
ver. 10.
ye see me no more.' Both the personal righteousness of
Christ, and the righteousness of his oflace, are intended.
For concerning both these the church hath a contest with
the world, and they belong unto that cause wherein the
Holy Spirit is their advocate. Christ was looked on by the
world as an evil doer accused to be a glutton, a wine-bibber, a seditious person, a seducer, a blasphemer, a malefactor, in every kind; whence his disciples were both despised
and destroyed for believing in such a one. And it is not to
be declared how they were scorned and reproached, and
what they suffered on this account. In the meantime they
pleaded and gave testimony unto his righteousness, that he
did no sin, nor was guile found in his mouth, that he ful:

'

'

;
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filled all righteousness, and was the Holy One of God. And
herein was the Holy Ghost their advocate, convincing the

world principally by

this argument, that after all he did and
suffered in this world, as the highest evidence imaginable

of God's approbation of him and what he did, that he was
gone to the Father, or assumed up into glory. The poor
blind man, whose eyes were opened by him, pleaded this as
a forcible argument against the Jews that he was no sinner,
in that God heard him so as that he had opened his eyes
whose evidence and conviction they could not bear, but it
turned them into rage and madness John ix. 30 34. How
much more glorious and effectual must this evidence needs
be of hi^ righteousness and holiness, and God's approbation
of him, that after all he did in this world, he went unto his
Father, and was taken up into glory. For such is the meaning of those words, Ye shall see me no more :' that is, there
shall be an end put unto my state of humiliation, and of my
converse with you in this world, because I am to enter into
my glory. That the Lord Christ then went unto his Father, that he was so gloriously exalted, undeniable testimony
was given by the Holy Ghost unto the conviction of the
So this argument is pleaded by Peter Acts ii. 33.
world.
This is enough to stop the mouths of all the world in this
cause, that he sent the Holy Ghost from the Father to communicate spiritual gifts of all sorts unto his disciples. And
there could be no higher evidence of his acceptance, power,
and glory with him. And the same testimony he still continueth in the communication of ordinary gifts in the minisRespect also may be had (which sense
try of the gospel.
I would not exclude) unto the righteousness of his office.
There ever was a great contest about the righteousness of
This the Gentiles looked after by the light
the world.
In this
of nature, and the Jews by the works of the law.
state the Lord Christ is proposed as the Lord our righteousness,' as he who was to bring in, and had brought in,
everlasting righteousness Dan. ix. 24. Being the end of
;

—

;

*

;

'

'

;

the law for righteousness unto

all

that believe;'

Rom.

This the Gentiles rejected as folly; Christ crucified
ishness unto

them

;

and

to

the

Jews

it

x. 4.

was fool-

was a stumbling-

and generally,
lock, as that which everted the Svhole law
they all concluded, that he could not save himself, and
:

therefore,

it

was not probable that othnrs should be saved
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by him.

But herein

also is the Holy Spirit the advocate of
For in the dispensation of the word, he so
convinceth men of an impossibility for them to attain a
righteousness of their own, as that they must either submit

the church.

to the righteousness of

(3rdly.)

He

God

in Christ, or die in their sins.

convinceth the

the prince ofthis world

and condemned

'

world of judgment; because

judged.' Christ himself was judged
by the world. In that judgment Satan the
is

prince of this world had the principal hand ; for it was effected in the hour, and under the power, of darkness.
And
no doubt but he hoped that he had carried his cause, when

he had prevailed to have the Lord Christ publicly judged
and condemned. And this judgment the world sought by
all

means

and

and make good. But the whole of it is
by the Holy Ghost pleading in the cause,

to justify

called over again

And he doth it so effectuturned on Satan himself. Judg-

for the faith, of the church.

ally, as that the

judgment

is

ment, with unavoidable conviction, passed on all that superand wickedness, which he had filled the
world withal. And whereas he had borne himself under various masks, shades, and pretences, to be the god of this
world, the supreme niler over all, and accordingly, was worshipped all the world over, he is now by the gospel laid
open and manifested to be an accursed apostate, a murderer, and the great enemy of mankind.
Wherefore, taking the name Paracletus in this sense for
an advocate, it is proper unto the Holy Ghost in some part
of his work in and towards the church. And whensoever
we are called to bear witness unto Christ and the gospel,
we abandon our strength and betray our cause, if we do not
use all means appointed of God unto that end, to engage
him in our assistance.
But it is as a Comforter that he is chiefly promised unto
us, and as such is he expressed unto the church by this
name.
Fourthly, That he hath a peculiar work committed unto
him, suitable unto this mission, commission, and name, is
that which will appear in the declaration of the particulars
wherein it doth consist. For the present, we only assert, in
stition, idolatry,

general, that his

work

comfort the church
is all

that

we

intend

in

it is

to support, cherish, relieve,

all trials

when we say

and distresses.
that

it is

And

and
this

his office so to do.
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Holy

office

of a Comforter as

Spirit.

To

evidence yet farther the nature of this office and work,
inquire into the general adjuncts of it
as exercised by the Holy Spirit.
And they are four.

we may consider and
First, Infinite

is among those myswhich we may admire, but

condescension. This

teries of the divine dispensation

cannot comprehend. And it is the property of faith alone
to act and live upon incomprehensible objects.
What reason cannot comprehend, it will neglect as that which it hath
no concernment in, nor can have benefit by. Faith is most
satisfied and cherished with what is infinite and inconceivable, as resting absolutely in divine

this condescension of the

over

all,

God

revelation.

Holy Ghost.

blessed for ever.

And

it is

He

is

Such is
by nature

a condescension

in the divine excellency to concern itself in a particular

manner, in any creature whatever. God humbleth himself
to behold the things that are done in heaven and in earth ;
How much more doth he do so in subPsal. cxiii. 5, 6.
mitting himself unto the discharge of an office in the behalf
of poor worms here below.
This, I confess, is most astonishing, and attended with the
most incomprehensible rays of divine wisdom and goodness
For he earned the term of
in the condescension of the Son.
abject
most
condition that a rational
and
lowest
it unto the
So is it represented by the
intellioent nature is capable of.
For he not only took our nature
apostle; Phil. ii. 6—8.
into personal union with himself, but became in it, in his outward condition, as a servant, yea, as a wonn and no man, a
reproach of men, and despised of the people, and became subject to death, the ignominious, shameful death of the cross.
Hence this dispensation of God was filled up with infinite
wisdom, goodness, and grace. How this exinnnition of the
Son of God was compensated with the glory that did ensue,

we

shall rejoice in the

And

contemplation of unto

then shall the character of

all

all eternity.

divine excellencies be
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more gloriously conspicuous on this condescension of the
Son of God, than ever they were on the works of the whole
creation, when this goodly fabric of heaven and earth was
brought by divine power and wisdom, through darkness and
confusion, out of nothing.

The condescension of the Holy Spirit unto his work and
not indeed of the same kind, as to the terminus ad

office is

quern, or the object of it.
He assumes not our nature, he exposeth not himself unto the injuries of an outward state and

But yet it is such as is more to be the object of
our faith in adoration, than of our reason in disquisition.
condition.

how one person

in the Holy
same divine nature,
should undertake to execute the love and grace of the other
persons, and in their names: what do w^e understand of it.?
This holy economy, in the distinct and subordinate actings

Consider the thing in

itself;

Trinity, subsisting in the unity of the

of the divine persons in these external works,
unto,

is

understood only by, themselves.

to acquiesce in express, divine revelation

scarcely

is

known only

Our wisdom

it is

nor have they
these things are

:

more dangerously erred by whom
who by a proud and con-

denied, than those have done,

ceited subtilty of mind, pretend unto a conception of them,

which they express in words and terms, as they say, precise
and accurate indeed, foolish and curious, whether of other
;

men's coining or their own finding out. Faith keeps the
soul at a holy distance from these infinite depths of the divine wisdom, where it profits more by reverence and holy
fear, than any can do by their utmost attempt to draw nigh
unto that inaccessible light wherein these glories of the
divine nature do dwell.
But we may more steadily consider this condescension
with respect unto its object; the Holy Spirit thereby becomes a Comforter unto us poor, miserable worms of the earth.
And what heart can conceive the glory of this grace ? what
tongue can express it? Especially will its eminency appear,
if we consider the ways and means whereby he doth so comfort us, and the opposition from us which he meets withal
therein, whereof we must treat afterward.
Secondly, Unspeakable love accompanieth the susception
and discharge of this office and that working by tenderness
and compassion. The Holy Spirit is said to be the divine,
;

;

AS A CO^ri-ORTER.

177

mutual love of the Father and the Son. And alknow that much wariness is to be used in the declaration of those mysteries, nor are expressions concerninj^
them to be ventured on not warranted by the letter of the
Scripture, yet I j udge that this notion doth excellently express,
if not the distinct manner of subsistence, yet the mutual, ineternal,

though

I

For

ternal operation of the persons of the blessed Trinity.

we have no term

for,

nor notion

cence and eternal rest which

is

of,

that ineffable compla-

therein,

beyond

this of love.

Hence it is said that God is love;' 1 John iv. 8. 16. It doth
not seem to be an essential property of the nature of God
'

only, that the apostle doth intend.

us as a motive unto mutual love

For

among

it is

proposed unto

ourselves: and this

consists not simply in the liabit or affection of love, but in

the actings of

it

in all its fruits

and duties.

For so

is

God

holy persons which
are in and by the Spirit, are all the ineftable actings of love,
wherein the nature of the Holy Spirit is expressed unto us.
The apostle prays for the presence of the Spirit with the
love, as that the internal actings of

tiie

Corinthians, under the name of the God of love and peace
2 Epist. xiii. 11. And the communication of the whole love
of God unto us is committed unto the Spirit, for * the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which
is given unto us ;' Rom. v. 5. And hence the same apostle distinctly mentioneth the love of the Spirit, conjoining it with
Rom. xv. 30.
I
all the effects of the mediation of Christ
beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and
for the love of the Spirit :' I do so on the account of the
respect you have unto Christ, and all that he hath done for
you, which is a motive irresistible unto believers. I do it
all that love which he acts,
also for the love of the Spirit
and communicates unto you. Wherefore, in all the actings
of the Holy Ghost towards us, and especially in this of his
susception of an office in the behalf of the church, which is
'

;

;

the foundation of them all, his love is principally to be conand that he chooseth this way of acting and working
towards us to express his peculiar, personal character, as he is
sidered,

the eternal love of the Father and the Son.

And among

all

his actings towards us, which are all acts of love, this is
most conspicuous in those wherein he is a Comforter.
Wherefore, because this is of great use unto us, as that

VOL.

IV.

N

;
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which ought to have, and which will have, if duly apprehended,
a great influence on our faith and obedience, and is, moreover, the spring of all the consolations we receive by and
from him, we shall give a little evidence unto it namely,
;

that the love of the Spirit
this oftice,

is

principally to be considered in

and the discharge of it.

For whatever good we

receive from any one, whatever benefit or present relief

we

have thereby, we can receive no comfort or consolation in it,
unless we are persuaded that it proceeds from love ; and
what doth so, be it never so small, hath refreshment and satisfaction in it unto every ingenuous nature. It is love alone
that is the salt of every kindness or benefit, and which takes
out of it every thing that maybe noxious or hurtful. Without an apprehension hereof, and satisfaction herein, multiplied beneficial effects produce no internal satisfaction in
them that do receive them, nor put any real engagement ou
their minds; Prov. xxiii. 6
It is therefore of concern8.
ment unto us to secure this ground of all our consolation
in the full assurance of faith, that there was infinite love in
the susception of this office by the Holy Ghost.
And it is
evident that so it was,
1. From the nature of the work itself.
For the consolation or comforting of any who stand in need thereof, is an immediate effect of love, with its inseparable properties of pity
and compassion. Especially it must be so where no advantage redounds unto the Comforter, but the whole of what is
done respects entirely the good and relief of them that are
comforted. For what other affection of mind can be the
principle hereof, from whence it may proceed ?
Persons
may be relieved under oppression by justice, under want by
bounty; but to comfort and refresh the minds of any, is a
peculiar act of sincere love and compassion so, therefore,
must this work of the Holy Ghost be esteemed to be. I do
not intend only that his love is eminent and discernible in it,
but that it proceeds solely from love. And without a faith
hereof, w° cannot have the benefit of this divine dispensation, nor will any comforts that we receive be firm or stable.
But when this is once graciously fixed in our minds, that
there is not one drop of comfort or spiritual refreshment
administered by the Holy Ghost, but that it proceeds from
then are they disposed into that frame
his infinite love

—

:

;
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needful to comply with him in his operations. And,
wherein the discharge of this office
doth consist, are all of them acts of the highest love, of that
is

in particular, all the acts

which

is infinite, as we shall see in the consideration
of them.
The manner of the performance of this work is so expressed, as to evince and expressly demonstrate that it is a
work of love. So is it declared where he is promised unto
the church for this work; Isa. Ixvi. 13. 'As one whom his

2.

mother comforteth, so

will I comfort you, and ye shall be
comforted in Jerusalem.' He whom his mother comforteth
is supposed to be in some kind of distress
nor, indeed, is
:

there any, of any kind, that

may

whose mother
kind and tender, but she will be ready to administer unto
him all the consolation that she is able. And how, or in
what manner, will such a mother discharge this duty, it is
better conceived than it can be expressed.
We are not in
things natural able to take in a conception of greater love,
care, and tenderness, than is in a tender mother, who comforts her children in distress. And hereby doth the prophet
graphically represent unto our minds the manner whereby
the Holy Ghost dischargeth this office towards us.
Neither
can a child contract greater guilt, or manifest a more depraved
habit of mind, than to be regardless of the affections of a
mother endeavouring its consolation. Such children may,
indeed, sometimes, through the bitterness of their spirits,
by their pains and distempers, be surprised into frowardness,
and a present regardlessness of the mother's kindness and
compassion, which they know full well how to bear withal.
But if they continue to have no sense of it, if it make no imbefal a child,

is

pression upon them, they are of a profligate constitution.
And so it may be sometimes with believers ; they may by

by weakness, by unacof divine influences
regardless
be
countable despondencies,
greatComforter
will
the
things
these
all
But
of consolation.
15
For
thus
Ivii.
Isa.
20.
See
overcome.
and
with
bear
surprisals into spiritual frowardness,

—

saith the high and lofty

One

'

that inhabiteth eternity,

whose

dwell in the high and holy place; with him
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.
For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always

name

wroth

is

:

Holy,

I

for the spirit should fail before

N 2

me, and the souls

;
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which 1 have made. For tlie iniquity of his covetousness
was 1 wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and
he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. I have seen his
ways, and will heal him I will lead him also, and restore
comforts unto him, and to his mourners. I create the fruit
of the lips Peace, peace, to him that is far off, and to him
that is near, saith the Lord; and I will heal him.' Where
persons are under sorrows and disconsolations upon the account of pains and sickness, or the like, in a design of comfort towards them, it will yet be needful sometimes to make
use of means and remedies that may be painful and vexatious.
And these may be apt to irritate and provoke poor,
wayward patients. Yet is not a mother discouraged hereby,
but proceeds on in her way, until the cure be effected, and
So doth God by his Spirit deal
consolation administered.
with his church. His design is to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones ;' ver. 15.
;

;

'

And

he gives this reason of

it,

namely, that

if

he should not

act in infinite love and condescension towards them, but

them after their deservings, they would utterly be
consumed the spirit would fail before him, and the souls
which he had made; ver. 16. However, in the pursuit of this
work, he must use some sharp remedies that were needful
for the curing of their distempers, and their spiritual recovery.
Because of their iniquity, the iniquity of their covetousness, which was the principal disease they laboured
under, he was wroth and smote them, and hid his face from
them, because his so doing was necessary to their cure

deal with

;

ver. 17.

And how do

they behave themselves under this

dealing of God with them? They grow peevish and froward
under his hand, choosing rather to continue in their disease,

than to be thus healed by him
the

;

'

they went on frowardly in

How, therefore, doth this
of their hearts ;' ver. 17.
Comforter now deal with them? Doth he give them up

way

Holy

unto their frowardness ? Doth he leave and forsake them
under their distemper? No, a tender mother will not so deal
with her children. He manageth his work with that infinite
love, tenderness, and compassion, as that he will overcome
all their frowardness, and cease not until he hath effectually
administered consolation unto them; ver. 18. I have seen,'
'

saith he, all these

'

his ways,' all his frowardness

and mis-

;
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carriages,
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yet, saith he,

be diverted from

sign ; before

'

I
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will heal him;'

my work and

I

will not lor

the pursuit of

my de-

have done, I will lead him into a right frame,
'and restore comforts unto him.' And that there may be no
failure herein, I will do it by a creating act of power; ver. 19.
'I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace.' This is the
method of the Holy Ghost in administering consolation unto
the church, openly evidencing that love and compassion from
whence it doth proceed. And without this method should
no one soul be ever spiritually refreshed under its dejections.
For we are apt to behave ourselves frowardly, more or less,
under the work of the Holy Ghost towards us. Infinite love
and compassion alone, working by patience and long-sufferBut if we are not only
ing, can carry it on unto perfection.
froward under particular occasions, temptations, and surpriI

sals, clouding our present view of the Holy Spirit in his
work, but are also habitually careless and negligent about
it, and do never labour to come under satisfaction in it, but
always indulge unto the peevishness and frowardness of unbelief, it argues a most depraved unthankful frame of heart,
wherein the soul of God cannot be well pleased.
3. It is an evidence that his work proceedeth from, and
is wholly managed in, love, in that we are cautioned not to

grieve

him

;

Eph.

iv.

30.

And

a double evidence of the great-

ness of his love herein is tendered unto us in that caution.
be grieved by us, who
(1.) In that those alone are subject to
not with the will and
comply
If
we
us.
towards
in
love
act
rule of others, they may be provoked, vexed, instigated unto
wrath against us. But those alone who love us, are grieved
at our miscarriages.

A

severe schoolmaster

may be more

provoked with the fault of his scholar, than the father is
but the father is grieved with it, when the other is not.
therefore, the Holy Spirit is not subject or liable

Whereas,

we

are

unto the affection of grief, as it is a passion
us with what
cautioned not to grieve him, namely, to teach
and holy delight,
love and compassion, with what tenderness
It is so in
he performs his work in us and towards us. (2.)
who
them
comforting
that he hath undertaken the work of
in us,

as for the most part we
are so apt and prone to grieve him,
was to die lor us.
Christ
Lord
the
The great work of
are.
love, is, that he
his
on
eminence
an
But that which puts
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died for us whilst we^were yet his enemies, sinners, and ungodly Rom. V. 6—8. And as the work of the Holy Ghost
;

comfort us, so a lustre is put upon it by this, that he
comforts those who are very prone to grieve himself. For
although, it may be, we will not through a peculiar affection,
is to

them again by whom we are grieved;
that will set himself to comfort those that grieve
him, and that when so they do. But even herein the Holy
hurt, molest, or grieve

yet

who

is it

Ghost commendeth

his love unto us, that even whilst

we

grieve him, by his consolations he recovers us from those

ways wherewith he
This, therefore,

is

is

grieved.

to be fixed as an important principle in

this part of the mystery of God, that the principal foundation of the susception of this office of a Comforter by the

Holy

Spirit, is his

own

peculiar and ineffable love.

the efficacy of our consolation and the

do depend hereon.
the Spirit of

life

For when we know that every acting of
us, every gracious impression from

God towards

him on our understandings, wills, or

affections, are all of them

in pursuit of that infinite, peculiar love

he took upon him the
all

For both

of our obedience

whence

it

was that

of a Comforter, they cannot but
of them influence our hearts with spiritual refreshments.

And when

office

faith is defective in this matter, that

it

doth not

exercise itself in the consideration of this love of the

Holy

Ghost, we shall never arrive unto solid, abiding, strong conAnd as for those by whom all these things are desolation.
spised and derided, it is no strait unto me whether I should
renounce the gospel or reject them from an interest in Christianity, for the approbation of both is inconsistent. Moreover,
it is evident how great a motive hence ariseth unto cheerful,
For all the actings of sin or
watchful, universal obedience.
unbelief in us, are, in the first place, re-actions unto those of
By them is he resisted
the Holy Ghost in us and upon us.
in his persuasions, quenched in his motions, and himself
If there be any holy ingenuity in us, it will excite
grieved.
a vigilant diligence not to be overtaken with such wickednesses against unspeakable love. He will walk both safely
and fruitfully whose soul is kept under a sense of the love
of the Holy Spirit herein.
Thirdly, Infinite power, is also needful unto, and accordingly evident in, the discharge of this office. This we have

:
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Holy Ghost is and ever was the Comforter of
Whatever, therefore, is spoken thereof, belongs
peculiarly unto him. And it is expressed as proceeding from
and accompanied with infinite power, as also the consideration of persons and things declare it necessary that so it
should be. Thus we have the church's complaint in a deep
fixed, that the

the church.

disconsolation

ment

is

:

'

My way

is

passed over from

hid from the Lord, and

my

God;'

my j udg-

Isa. xl. 27. It

is

not

much her affliction and miseries, as an apprehension that
God regarded her not therein, which causeth her dejection.
And when this is added unto any pressing trouble, whether
so

doth fully constitute a state of spiriFor when faith can take a prospect of
the love, care, and concernment of God in us and our condition, however grievous things may be at present unto us, yet
can we not be comfortless. And what is it that in the consolation which God intendeth his church, he would have them
to consider in himself as an assured ground of relief and
internal cr external,

it

tual disconsolation.

refreshment? This he declares himself in the following verses
31. * Hast thou not known, hast thou not heard, that
ver. 28
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
The church seemetli not at
fainteth not, nor is weary,' &c.

—

all to

doubt of his power,but of his

towards her.

But

it is

and faithfulness
power that he chooseth

love, care,

his infinite

her in, as that which all his actings towards
her were founded in and resolved into, without a due consideration whereof all that otherwise could be expected would

first to satisfy

not yield her relief. And this being fixed on their minds,
he next proposeth unto them his infinite understanding and
there is no searching of his understanding.' Conwisdom
of his infinite power, and then leave things unto
aright
ceive
;

'

of
his sovereign, unsearchable wisdom for the management
them as to ways, degrees, times, and seasons. An apprehen-

want of love and care in God towards them, was
that which immediately caused their disconsolation; but the
ground of it was in their unbelief of his infinite power and
wisdom. Wherefore, in the work of the Holy Ghost'for the
comforting of the church, his infinite power is peculiarly to
be considered. So the apostle proposeth it unto the weakest

sion of

believers for their supportment, and that which should asis he
sure them of the victory in their conflict, that ' greater

;
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is in the world
1 John iv. 4.
bestowed on them, and dvvelleth
in them, is greater, more able and powerful, than Satan that
attempts their ruin in and by the world, seing he is of power
omnipotent. Thoughts of our disconsolation arise from the
impressions that Satan makes upon our minds and conFor we find
sciences by sin, temptation, and persecution.
not in ourselves such an ability of resistance as from whence
we may have an assurance of a conquest. This, saith the apostle, you are to expect from the pov/er of the Holy Spirit,
which is infinitely above whatever Satan hath, to make opposition unto you, or to bring any disconsolation on you. This
will cast out all that fear which hath torment accompanying
of it. And however this may be disregarded by them who
are filled with an apprehension of their own self-sufficiency,
as unto all the ends of their living and obedience unto God
as likewise, that they have a never-failing spring of rational
considerations about them, able to administer all necessary
relief and comfort at all times: yet those who are really
sensible of their own condition, and that of other believers,
if they understand what it is to be comforted with the consolation of God, and how remote they are from those delusions which men embrace under the name of their rational
considerations, will grant that the faith of infinite power is
For,
requisite unto any solid, spiritual comfort.
1. Who can declare the dejections, sorrows, fears, despondencies, and discouragements that believers are obnox-

that

is in

them, than he that

That Holy

Spirit

which

;'

is

ious unto, in the great variety of their natures, causes, effects, and occasions? What relief can be suited unto them,

but what

is

an emanation from infinite power

?

Yea, such

the spiritual frame and constitution of their souls, as that
they will oft-times reject all means of comfort that are not

is

communicated by an almighty efficacy. Hence God creates
'the fruit of the lips. Peace, peace ;' Isa. Ivii. 20. produceth
peace in the souls of men by a creating act of his power;
and directs us, in the place before mentioned, to look for it
only from the infinite excellency of his nature none, therewas meet for this work of being the church's Com:

fore,

but the Spirit of God alone. He only by his almighty power can remove all their fears, and support them
under all their dejections, in all that variety wherewith they

forter,
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innumerable disconsolations

and exercised.
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itself is suited to obviate those

we are obnoxious unto. And those whose souls are
pressed in earnest with them, and are driven from all the reliefs which not only carnal security and stout-heartedness

that

in adversity

do

offer,

but also from

all

those lawful diver-

sions Avhich the world can administer, will understand that
true consolation

an act of the exceeding greatness of the

is

power of God, and without which it will not be wrought.
2. The means and causes of their disconsolation, direct
unto the same spring of their comfort. Whatever the power
of hell, of sin, and the world, separately or in conjunction
can

effect, it is all levelled against the

peace and comfort of

Of how

great force and efficacy they are in their
believers.
and ruin tliem by what various ways
disturb
to
attempts
and means they work unto that end, would require great
;

enlargement of discourse to declare. And yet when we
have used our utmost diligence in an inquiry after them,

we

shall

may be,

come short of a full investigation of them yea, it
of what many individual persons find in their own ex;

perience. Wherefore, with respect unto one cause and principle of disconsolation, God declares that it is he who com'I, even I, am he that
thou shouldest be afraid
of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall
be made as grass and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that

forteth his people; Isa.

comforteth you

who

:

li.

12—15.

art thou, that

;

hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations
beof the earth and hast feared continually every day,
if he were ready to deas
oppressor,
the
of
fury
the
of
cause
capstroy ? And where is the fury of the oppressor ? iThe
may be loosed, and that he
tive exile hasteneth that he
should fail.
should not die in the pit, nor that his bread
the
sea, whose
divided
that
God,
But I am the Lord thy
;

waves roared: the Lord of hosts

is

He

his name.'

sees

it

express in
necessary to declare his infinite power, and to
thereof.
effects
the
instances
sundry
Wherefore, if we take a view of what is the state and con-

world how weak
dition of the church in itself, and in the
How
their fears
great
How
is the faith of most believers
tempgreat
how
with
also,
As
discouragements
:

!

many

their
persecutions,
tations, calamities, oppositions,

!

!

they are ex-
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How vigorously and sharply these things are se
on upon their spirits, according unto all advantages inward
and outward, that their spiritual adversaries can lay hold
upon ? It will be manifest how necessary it was that their
ercised

!

consolation should be intrusted with him with whom infinite
power doth always dwell. And if our own inward or outward peace seems to abate of the necessity of this consideration, it may not be amiss by the exercise of faith herein,
to lay in provision for the future, seeing we know not what

may

befal us in the world.
And should we live to see the
church in storms, as who knows but we may, our principal
supportment will be, that our Comforter is of almighty power,
wonderful in counsel, and excellent in operation.
Fourthly, This dispensation of the Spirit is unchangeable. Unto whomsoever he is given as a Comforter, he abides
with them for ever. This our Saviour expressly declares in
the first promise he made of sending him as a Comforter in
a peculiar manner. John xiv. 16. 'I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever.' The moment of this promise lieth in his
unchangeable continuance with the church. There was indeed a present occasion rendering necessary this declaration of the unchangeableness of his abode.
For in all this
discourse, our Saviour was preparing the hearts of his disciples for his departure from them, which was now at hand.
And whereas he lays the whole of the relief which in that
case he would afford unto them, upon his sending of the
Holy Ghost, he takes care not only to prevent an objection
which might arise in their minds about this dispensation of
the Spirit, but also in so doing to secure the faith and consolation of the church in all ages.
For as he himself, who
had been their immediate, visible comforter during the whole
time of his ministry among them, was now departing from
them, and that so, as that the heavens were to receive him
until the time of the restitution of all things, they

might be

apt to fear that this Comforter who was now promised unto
theiu might continue also only for a season, whereby they
should be reduced unto a new loss and sorrow. To assure
their

minds herein, our Lord Jesus Christ

lets

them know

that this other Comforter should not only always continue

with thein unto the ends of their

lives,

work, and ministry.
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but abide with the church absolutely unto the consummaall things.
He is now given in an eternal and unchangeable covenant; Isa. lix. 21. and he can no more depart from the church, than the everlasting, sure covenant of
God can be abolished.
But it may be objected, by such as really inquire into
the promises of Christ, and after their accomplishment, for
tion of

the establishment of their faith

whence

;

it

i';,

that

if

the

Comforter abide always with the church, that so great a
number of believers do in all ages spend, it may be, the
greatest part of their lives in troubles and disconsolation,
having no experience of the presence of the Holy Ghost
with them as a Comforter. But this objection is not of force
to weaken our faith as unto the accomplishment of this promise.

For,

There is in the promise itself, a supposition of troubles and disconsolations thereon to befal the church in all
For with respect unto them it is that the Comforter
ages.
And they do but dream who fancy
is promised to be sent.
such a state of the church in this world, as wherein it should
be accompanied with such an assurance of all inward and
outward satisfaction, as scarce to stand in need of this office
or work of the Holy Ghost. Yea, the promise of his abid1.

ing with us for ever as a Comforter, is an infallible prediction that believers in all ages shall meet with troubles, sorrows, and disconsolation.
2. The accomplishment of Christ's promises dotli not
depend as to its truth upon our experience, at least not on
what men sensibly feel in themselves under their distresses,
much less on what they express with some mixture of unbeSo we observed before from that place of the prophet
lief.
concerning the church; Isa. xli. 27. that her 'way was hidden from the Lord, and her judgment passed over from her
God.' As she complained also, The Lord hath forsaken
me, and ray Lord hath forgotten me;' chap. xlix. 14. But
yet in both places God convinceth her of her mistake, and
fruit of unbelief.
And
that indeed her complaint was but a
*

usual in great distresses, when persons are so swallowed up with sorrow, or overwhelmed with anguish, that
of the Holy Ghost in their
they are not sensible of the work
so

it is

consolation.
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3.

on

He

is

a Comforter unto

all

believers at all times,

and

occasions wherein they really stand in need of spiritual consolation.
But yet if we intend to have experience of his work herein, to have the advantage of it, or
all

benefit

by

it,

there are sundry things required of ourselves

way of duty. If we are negligent herein, it is no wonder if we are at a loss for those comforts which he is willing
to administer.
Unless we understand aright the nature of
spiritual consolations, and value them both as sufficient and
satisfactory, we are not like to enjoy them, at least not to
be made sensible of them. Many under their troubles suppose there is no comfort but in their removal: and know not
of any relief in their.sorrow, but in the taking away of their
cause. At best they value any outw^ard relief before internal
in a

supports and refreshments.
the consolation of the

Holy

Such persons can never receive
Spirit unto any refreshing ex-

To look for all our comforts from him, to value
those things wherein his consolations do consist, above all

perience.

earthly enjoyments, to wait

upon him

means
and grace, to be
and the manifes-

in the use of all

for the receiving of his influences of love

fervent in prayer for his presence with us,

tation of his grace, are required in all those towards

ways of

And

whom

we are found in these
holy obedience and dependence, we shall find him a

he dischargeth this

office.

whilst

Comforter, and that for ever.
These things are observable in the office of the Holy
Ghost, in general, as he is the Comforter of the church, and
the

manner of

his discharge thereof.

What

is

farther con-

siderable unto the guidance of our faith, and the participa-

tion of consolation with respect hereunto, will be evident in

the declaration of the particulars that belong thereunto.
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III.

is promised and given as a Comforter
of his acting in this office.

Spirit

the object

;

or

We

have considered the promise of Christ to send the Holy
and unto that end
to abide with them for ever.
The nature also of that office
and work in general, which hei'eon he undertakes and dischargeth, with the properties of them, have been declared.
Our next inquiry is, unto whom this promise is made, and
towards whom it is infallibly fulfilled. How, and unto what
ends, in what order, as unto his effects and operations, the
Holy Spirit is promised unto any persons and received by
them, hath been already declared in our former Discourses,
Spirit to be the Comforter of the church,

book

4.

chap. 3.

We

shall, therefore,

here only declare in

who he is promised unto and received by, as a
Comforter. And this is to all, and only unto, believers
those who are actually so. All his operations required unto

particular,

;

making of them so to be, are antecedent hereunto. For
the promise of him unto this end, wherever it is recorded, is
made directly unto them, and unto them it is confined. Im-

the

mediately it was given unto the apostles but it was not
given unto them as apostles, but as believers and disciples
of Christ, with a particular respect unto the difficuUies and
causes of disconsolation which they were under, or should
;

upon the account of their being so. See the
this purpose expressly, John xiv. 16, 17. Q6.
unto
promises

meet

withal,

And it is declared withal that the world,
XV. 26. xvi. 7, 8.
which in that place is opposed unto them that do believe,
cannot receive him; chap. xiv. 17. Other effectual operations he hath upon the world, for their conviction, and the
-conversion of many of them. But as a Spirit of consolation
he is neither promised unto them, nor can they receive him,
until other gracious acts of his have passed on their souls.
Besides, we shall see that all his actings and effects as a
Comforter, are confined unto them that believe, and do all
suppose saving faith, as antecedent unto them.
And this is the great fundamental privilege of true believers, whereby, through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
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they are exalted above all other persons in this world. And
this will the more evidently appear, when we shall consider
those especial Operations, acts, and effects whereby consolais administered unto them.
subject of innumerable troubles

tion

trollable

life of man is the
evident and uncon-

That the
is

by catholic experience.

made

That 'man

is

born to

trouble as the sparks fly upward,' has been the constant ac-

knowledgment of
those

all

ages.

And

drown the sense of them

in se-

that have been wise in

who have designed

curity and sensuality of

to

life,

all

have been ever looked on as

greatly exorbitant from the principles of nature and dictates

of reason, voluntarily degenerating into the condition of
creatures brutish and irrational. Others

the privilege of their being, have always
inquiry,

how

and comfort

or

who will not forego
made it a principal

whence they might take and receive

relief

supportment against their unavoidable
troubles, sorrows, and disconsolation.
Yea, it is natural
and necessary unto all men so to do. All men cannot but
seek after rest and peace, not only out of choice, but instinct
of nature, trouble and sorrow being diametrically contrary
unto it in its being, and tending unto its dissolution. Wherefor their

Hence the
fore, they all naturally seek for consolation.
best and most useful part of the old philosophy consisted in
the prescription of the ways and means of comforting and
supporting the minds of men against things noxious and
grievous to nature, with the sorrows which ensue thereon.
And the topics they had found out unto this purpose, were

not to be despised, where

men

are destitute of spiritual light

and supernatural revelation. Neither did the wisdom or reason of man ever arise unto any thing more useful in this
world, than to discover any rational considerations that
might allay the sorrows, or relieve the minds, of them that
For things that are really grievous unto
are disconsolate.
the generality of mankind, do outweigh all the real satisfacAnd to place
tion which this life and world can afix)rd.
either satisfaction or relief in the pursuit of sensual lusts,

brutish.

But yet what did

all

is

the spring and well-heads of

and philosophical consolation rise unto ? what refreshment did their streams afford ? The utmost they attained unto, was but to confirm and make obstinate the minds
of rtfen, in a fancy, an opinion, or persuasion, contrary unto
rational

AS A COMFORTER.
what they
tended

mon

and had experience of. For what they conwas but this, that the consideration of the comof mankind, the unavoidableness of grieving accifelt

for,

lot

dents, the shortness of human

upon more noble
should
not
in

satisfy

men

comparison of
for

them

life,

the true exercise of

j^son

objects, with others of the like Uaiire,

that the things which they endured were

But what doth

evil or grievous.

made
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all this

amount unto

this privilege of believers, of this provision

in all their disconsolations,

by him

in

whom

they do believe. This is a relief that never entered into the
heart of man to think of or conceive.
Nor can it be understood by any but those by whom it is enjoyed.
For the
world, as our Saviour testifies, neither knovveth this Spirit
nor can receive him. And, therefore, what is spoken of him

and

this

work of his, is looked on as a fancy or the shadow
And, although, the Sun of righteousness be

of a dream.

and shine on all that dwell in the land
of Goshen, yet those that abide still in Egypt make use only
of their lanterns.
But those who are really partakers of
this privilege, do know in some measure, what they do enrisen in this matter,

comprehend it in its exdue manner for how can the heart

joy, although they are not able to
cellency, nor value

it

in a

:

of man, or our poor, weak understandings, fully conceive this
glorious mystery of sending the Holy Ghost to be our Comforter; only they receive it by faith, and have experience of
There is, in my judgment, an unspeakable
it in its effects.
privilege of those

who

are believers antecedent unto their

believing as they are elect; namely, that Christ died in their
stead alone. But this is like the wells which Isaac's servant

digged, that the Philistines strove about, as those which belonged unto them, which though fresh useful springs in
themselves, caused them to be called Esek and Sitna.
Mighty strivings there are to break down the inclosure of

and lay it common unto all the world, that is
indeed waste and useless. For it is contended, that the
Lord Christ died equally for all and every one of mankind,
for believers and unbelievers, for those that are saved and
this privilege,

those that are damned.

And

to this

purpose many pretences

shew how the most of them for whom Christ
died, have no real benefit by his death, nor is any thing reare pleaded to

;
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quired in them to evidence that they have an interest there-

But

in.

this privilege

we now

treat of, is like the well

Re-

hoboth, Isaac kept it unto himself, and the Philistines strove
not about it. None contend that the Spirit is a Comforter

unto any but believers therefore, is it by the world despised
and reproached, because they have no interest in it, nor
have the lest pretence to strive about it. Did believers,
:

duly consider how they are advanced hereby
through the love and care of Jesus Christ into an inexprestherefore,

sible dignity

rejoice in

it

above the residue of mankind, they would more
than in all that this world can supply them

But we must proceed.
appears from what hath been discoursed, that this is
not the first saving work of the Holy Spirit on the souls of
men. Regeneration and habitual sanctification do always
precede it. He comforteth none but those whom he hath bewithal.
It

Nor

any other but such capable of his
nothing in them that can discern his
acting, or value what he doth of this kind.
And this is the
true reason why the whole work of the Holy Spirit as a Comforter, wherein consists the accomplishment of the most glorious promise that ever Christ made to his church, and the
greatest evidence of his continued care thereof, is so negfore sanctified.

consolations. There

lected, yea, despised

Christians.
tianity.

are

is

amongst the generality of professed

A great evidence of the apostatized state of Chris-

They can have no concern

in its proper order.

If

men be not

they can never be comforted by him.
selves prefer in their troubles

in

any work of

first sanctified

And

any natural

best and highest of his consolations.

his but

by him,

they will them-

reliefs,

before the

For, however they

may

be proposed unto them, however they may be instructed in the
nature, ways, and means, of them, yet they belong not unto
them and why should they value that which is not theirs ?
The world cannot receive him. He worketh on the world
for conviction, John xvi. 8. and on the elect for conversion
John iii. 8. But none can receive him as a Comforter, but
believers.
Therefore, is this whole work of the Holy Spirit
little taken notice of by the most, and despised by many.
Yet is it never the less glorious in itself, being fully de;

clared in the Scripture, nor the less useful to the church,

AS A COMFORTER.
being

testified unto

by the experience of them that
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truly

believe.

That which remaineth for the full declaration of this ofand work of the Holy Ghost, is the consideration of
those acts of his which belong properly thereunto, and of
those privileges whereof believers are made partakers thereby.
fice

And

whereas

many

blessed mysteries of evangelical truth
would require much time and di-

are contained herein, they

But as to the most of them,
according unto the measure of light and experience which I
have attained, I have prevented myself the handling of them
ligence in their explanation.

For I have spoken already unto most of them
two other discourses, the one concerning the perseverance
of true believers, and the other of our communion with God,
and of the Holy Spirit in particular. As, therefore, I shall
be sparing in the repetition of what is already in them proposed unto public view, so it is not much that I shall add
thereunto.
Yet what is necessary unto our present design,
must not be wholly omitted, especially seeing I find that
farther light and evidence may be added unto our former
in this place.

in

endeavours in this kind.

VOL.

IV.
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CHAP.

IV.

Inhabitation of the Spirit, the first thing promised.

The

thing whicli the Comforter is promised for unto
is, that he should dwell in them, which is their
great fundamental privilege, and whereon all other do depend. This, therefore, must in the first place be inquired
first

believers,

into.

The inhabitation of the Spirit in believers, is among
we ought, as to the nature or being of it,
but as to the manner of it cannot fully
firmly to believe
Nor can this be the least impeachment of its
conceive.
those things which
;

who assent unto the gospel, wherein we have
sundry things proposed as objects of our faith, which our
We shall, therefore, assert no
reason cannot comprehend.
more in this matter, but what the Scripture directly and exAnd where we have the express
pressly goeth before us in.
letter of the Scripture for our warrant, we are eternally safe,
whilst we aSix no sense thereunto that is absolutely repugnant unto reason, or contrary unto more plain testimonies
Wherefore to make plain what we intend
in other places.
observations must be premised.
the
ensuing
herein,
First, This personal inhabitation of the Holy Spirit in
believers, is distinct and different from his essential omniOmnipresence is espresence, whereby he is in all things.

truth unto any

sential

;

inhabitation

is

personal.

Omnipresence

is

a ne-

cessary property of his nature, and so not of him as a distinct person in the trinity, but as God essentially, one and

the same in being and substance with the Father and the
Son. To be every where, to fill all things, to be present with

them, or indistant from them» always equally existing in the
power of an infinite being, is an inseparable property of the

But this inhabitation is personal, or
what belongs unto him distinctly as the Holy Ghost. Besides it is voluntary, and that which might not have been,
whence it is the subject of a free promise of God, and wholly
depends on a free act of the will of the Holy Spirit himself.
Secondly, It is not a presence by virtue of a metonymical
divine nature as such.

;
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denomination, or an expression of the cause for the
that

is

intended.

The meaning of

effect,

this promise, 'Tlie Spirit

shall dwell in you,'

is not, he shall work graciously in
you
for this he can without any especial presence.
Beino- es-

sentially every where, he can work where and how
hepleaseth,
without any especial presence. But it is the Spirit himself
that is promised, and his presence in an especial manner,
and an especial manner of that presence
he shall be in you,
and dwell in you,' as we shall see. The only inquiry in this
;

matter

is,

'

whether the Holy Spirit himself be promised unto
which we shall immediately in-

believers, or only his grace,

quire into.

Thirdly,

The dwelling of

Holy Spirit
w hat nature soever it be, doth
a personal union between them.
That whicli we
the person of the

in the persons of believers, of

not effect

call a personal union, is the

union of divers natures

in the

same person, and there can be but one person by virtue of
this union.
Such is the hypostatical union in the person of
It was our nature he assumed, and not the
the Son of God.
person of any. And it was impossible he should so assume
any more but in one individual instance for if he could
have assumed another individual being of our nature, then
it must differ personally from that which he did assume.
For there is nothing that differs one man from another, but
:

a distinct personal subsistence of each. And it implies the
highest contradiction, that the Son of God could be hyposfor if they are more
tatically united unto more than one
:

than one, they must be more persons than one and many
persons cannot be hypostatically united, for that is to be one
person and no more. There may be a manifold union, mystical and moral, of divers, of many persons, but a personal
union there cannot be of any thing but of distinct natures.
:

And as the Son of God could not assume many persons, so
supposing that human nature which he did unite to himself
to have been a person, that is, to have had a distinct subsistence of its own antecedent unto its union, and there
could have been no personal union between it and the Son
of God. For the Son of God was a distinct person and if
the human nature had been so too, there would have been
two persons still, and so no personal union. Nor can it be
;

said, that

although the

human

nature of Christ was a person

o 2

;
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ceased so to be upon its union with the diand so two persons were conjoined and compounded
For if ever human nature have in any instance ainto one.
personal subsistence of its own, it cannot be separated from
it without the destruction and annihilation of the individual.
For to suppose otherwise, is to make it to continue what it
was, and not what it was; for it is what it is, distinct from
Whereall other individuals, by virtue of its personality.
fore, upon this inhabitation of the Spirit, wherein soever it
doth consist, there is no personal union ensuing between him
and believers, nor is it possible that any such thing should
For he and they are distinct persons, and must eterbe.

in itself, yet it

vine

;

nally abide so whilst their natures are distinct.

It is

only

the assumption of our nature into union with the Son of God,
antecedent unto any individual, personal subsistence of its

own, that can constitute such a union.
Fourthly, The union and relation that ensues on this inhabitation of the Spirit, is not immediate between him and
For he is
believers, but between them and Jesus Christ.
sent to dwell in them by Christ, in his name, as his Spirit,
to supply his room in love and grace towards them, making
use of his things in all his effects and operations unto his
Hence, I say, is the union of believers with Christ
glory.
and not with the Spirit himself. For this
Spirit,
by the
Holy Spirit dwelling in the human nature of Christ, manifesting and acting himself in all fulness therein, as hath been
declared, being sent by him to dwell in like manner, and act
in a limited measure in all believers, there is a mystical union
thence arising between them, whereof the Spirit is the bond

and

vital principle.

On

I say, it is the person of the
promised unto believers, and not only the
effects of his grace and power, and his person it is that always dwelleth in them. And as this, on the one hand, is an
argument of his infinite condescension in complying with
this part of his office and work, to be sent by the Father and
Son to dwell in believers, so it is an evident demonstration
of his eternal deity, that the one and self-same person should
at the same time inhabit so many thousands of distinct persons as are, or were at any time, of believers in the world
which is fondness to imagine concerning any one that is not

these considerations,

Holy Ghost that

is

AS A COMFOUTKU.
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for him,
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And, therefore, that which some oppose
and beneath his glory, namely, this his
inhabitation in the saints of God, is a most illustrious and
incontroUable demonstration of his eternal glory. For none
but he who is absolutely immense in his nature and omnipresence, can be so present with, and indistant from, all believers in the world
and none but he whose person by virtue of his nature is infinite, can personally, equally inhabit
in them all.
An infinite nature and person is required hereas

;

unto.

And

in the consideration of the incomprehensibility

we to acquiesce as to
which we cannot conceive.

thereof are
tion,

the manner of his inhabita-

There are very many promises in the Old Testament,
thus give the Holy Spirit in and by virtue
of the New covenant; as Ezek. xxxvi. 27. Isa. lix. 21. Prov.
i. 23.
And in every place God calls this promised Spirit, and
as promised,' his Spirit,"my Spirit ;' which precisely denotes
the person of the Spirit himself. It is generally apprehended,
I confess, that in these promises the Holy Spirit is intended
only as unto his gracious effects and operations, but not as
to any personal inhabitatioti. And I should not much contend
upon these promises only, although in some of them iiis person as promised be expressly distinguished from all his gracious effects but the exposition which is given of them in
their accomplishment under the New Testament, will not
1.

that

God would

:

For,
allow us so to judge of them.
are directed to praj/ for the
2.

We

IJoli/ Spirit,

and as-

him in a
due ?7iaiiner Luke xi. 13. If these words must be expounded
metonymically and not properly, it must be because either,
sured that

God

will give

him unto them

that ask of

;

in the letter with other testimonies of
some sense absurd and unreaContain
Or,
Scripture.
(2.)
is contrary unto the expewhich
That
Or,
sonable.
(3.)
The first cannot be said, for
rience of them that believe.

(1.)

They agree not

other testimonies innumerable concur with it.
And for the third, it
cond, as we shall shew.

contrary

we

request?

I

prove.

suppose,

What is it
may say,

I

Nor
is

that

the se-

whose

that believers intend in that
that there

is

no one petition

wherein they are more intense and earnest, nor which they
more frequently insist upon. As David 'prayed, that God
would not take his Holy Spirit from hnn Psal. li. So do
;'
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God would bestow him on them. For this they do>
and ought to do, even after they have received him. His
continuance with them, his evidencing and manifestation of
himself in and to them, are the design of their continual
supplications for him.
Is it merely external operations of
they, that

the Spirit in grace that they desire hei'ein

?

Do

they not al-

ways pray for his ineffable presence and inhabitation ? Will
any thoughts of grace or mercy relieve or satisfy themx, if
once they apprehend that the Holy Spirit is not in them, or
doth not dwell with them? Although they are not able to
form any conceptions in their minds of the manner of his
presence and residence in them, yet is it that which they
pray for, and without the apprehension whereof by faith, they
can have neither peace nor consolation. The promise hereof being confined unto believers, those that are truly and
really so, as we shewed before, it is their experience whereby its accomplishment is to be judged; and not the presumption of such, by whom both the Spirit himself, and his
whole work, is despised.
3. And this inhabitation is that which principally our
Lord Jesus Christ directeth his disciples to expect in the
promise of him.
He dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you ;' John xiv. 17. He doth so who is the 'Comforter, the
'

Spirit of truth

;'

or, as it is

emphatically expressed, chap.

He is promised unto,
and he inhabits them that do believe. So it is expressly affirmed towards all that are partakers of this promise. Rom. viii.
xvi. 13.

9.

'

Ye

'

He

is

the Spirit of truth.'

are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the

God dwell in you.' Ver. 11. The Spirit of him that
up Jesus from the dead dwelleth in you.' The Holy

Spirit of

raised

'

'

Tim. iii. 14.
He that is in us, is
greater than he that is in the world ;' 1 John iv. 4. And many
other express testimonies there are unto the same purpose.
And whereas the subject of these promises and propositions
is the Holy Ghost himself, the person of the Holy Ghost, and
that so expressed as not to leave any pretence for any thing
else, and not his person to be intended and whereas, nothing
is ascribed unto him that is unreasonable, inconvenient unto
him in the discharge of his office, or inconsistent with any
of his divine perfe6tions, but rather what is every way suitable unto his work, and evidently demonstrative of his di-

Spirit dwelleth in us;'

'

1

:
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both irrational and unto wrest these

it is

economy of divine grace

expressions unto a lower, meaner, figurative
signification
I am persuaded, that it is
contrary to the faith of the
catholic church of true believers so to do.
For, however
some of them may not have exercised their minds about the

;

and

manner of the abode of the Holy Spirit with the church, and
some of them, when they hear of his personal indwelling,
wherein they have not been duly instructed, do fear it may
be that indeed that cannot be, which they cannot comprehend, and that some evil consequences may ensue upon the
admittance of it, although they cannot say what they are
it is with them all even an article of faith, that the
Holy
Ghost dwelleth in the church,' that is, them that truly be-

:

yet

'

lieve

;

and herein have they an apprehension of such a per-

sonal presence

of his

as

they

cannot conceive.

This,

therefore, being so expressly, so frequently affirmed in the

Scripture, and the comfort of the church which depends
thereon being singular and eminent, it is unto me an important article of evangelical truth.

Although all the principal actings of the Holy Spirit
and towards us as a Comforter, do depend on this
head, or flow from this spring of his inhabitation, yet in the
confirmation of its truth, I shall here name one or two, by
which itself is evidenced, and its benefits unto the church
4.

in us,

declared.
(1.) This is the spring of his gracious operations in us.

The water that I shall
So our Saviour himself declares it.
in
him
a
well
be
of
shall
water springing up
him,
give unto
John
iv.
life;'
14.
The
water
here promised
everlasting
into
gift of God ;' ver. lU. This is
is the Holy Spirit, called the
evident from that parallel place, John vii. 38, 39, where this
living water is plainly declared to be the Holy Ghost. And
'

'

given unto any, is to be /// him, and there
but a metaphorical expression of the inFor it is to be in him as a well, as a
habitation of the Spirit.
be spoke of any gracious habit
cannot
which
living fountain,
whatever. No quality in our minds can be a spring (f living
this

water which

to abide,

water.

which

Besides,

tion of the
itself,

is

is

Holy

all

gracious habits are efiects of the operaand therefore they are not the well

Spirit,

but belong unto the springing of it up

in living waters.
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So

is

the Spirit in his indwelling distinguished from

evangelical operations of grace, as the well is distinct

streams that flow from

it.

And

as

it is

all

his

from the

natural and easy for

a spring of living waters to bubble up, and put forth refreshing streams ; so it belongs unto the consolation of believers,
to

know how

easy

it is

unto the Holy Spirit,

how ready

he

is

on the account of his gracious inhabitation, to carry on and
perfect the work of grace, holiness, and sanctification in
them. And what instruction they may take for their own
deportment towards him, may be afterward spoken unto.
So in many other places is his presence with us (which we
have proved to be by the way of gracious inhabitation) proposed as the cause and spring of all his gracious operations,
and so distinct from them. So the Holy Ghost that is given
sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts;' Rom. v. 5.
Spirit of God that dwelleth in us, shall * quicken our
He beareth witness with
mortal bodies;' Rom. viii. 12.

us

*

The

*

our spirits that

Which

we

are the sons of

God;' Rom.

viii.

16.

places have been elsewhere explained and vindicated.

This is the hidden spring and cause of that inexpressiand difference that is between believers and the
Our apostle tells us, that ' the life of berest of the world.
A blessed
lievers is hid with Christ in God;' Col. iii. 3.
life they have whilst they are here, dead to the world, and
as dead in the world. A life that will issue in eternal glory:
but no such thing appears, no lustre of it is cast abroad into
the eyes of men true, saith the apostle, for it is hid with
Christ in God.' It is so both in its causes, nature, operaBut by this hidden life
tions, and means, of preservation.
it is that they are differenced from the perishing world. And
it will not be denied, as I suppose, that this difference is real
and great for those who believe, do enjoy the especial love
and favour of God ; whereas those who do not, are under the
wrath of God abideth on them.' They are
curse, and the
alive unto God, but these are dead in trespasses and sins.
And if men will not believe that there is so inexpressible a
difterence between them in this world, they will be forced to
(2.)

ble distance

:

'

;

'

at the last day, when the decretory sentences of
ye blessed,' and * Go ye cursed,' shall be openly denounced. But, for the most part, there is no visible cause in
the eyes of the world of this inexpressible and eternal differ-

confess
'

Come

it

AS A COMFORTER.
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ence between these two sorts of persons. For, besides that
most part the world doth judge amiss of all that believers are and do, and do rather, through an inbred enmity,
working by wicked and foolish surmises, suppose them to be
the worst, rather than absolutely the best of men there is
not for the most part such a visible, manifest difference in

for the

;

outward actions and duties, on which alone a judgment may
be passed in man's day, as to be a just foundation of believing so unspeakable difference between their persons as is
spoken of. There is a difference in their works, which indeed ought to be far greater than it is; and so a greater testimony given to the righteousness of God 1 John iii. 12.
There is yet a greater difference in internal, habitual grace,
whereby the minds of believers are transformed initially into
the image of God; Tit. i. 15. But these things will not bear
the weight of this inconceivable distance. Principally, therefore, it depends hereon, namely, the inhabitation of the SpiThe great difference between the
rit in them that believe.
;

two houses that Solomon built was, that God dwelt in the
one, and he himself in the other. Though any two houses
as unto their outward fabric make the same appearance, yet
if the king dwell in the one, and a robber in the other, the
one may be a palace, and the other a den. It is this inhabitation of the Spirit whereon all the privileges of believers do
immediately depend, and all the advantages which they have
above the men of the world. And the difference which is
made hereby, or ensueth hereon, is so inconceivably great,
as a sufficient reason may thence be given of all the excellent things which are spoken of them who are partakers of it.
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CHAP.

V.

Particular actings of the Holy Spirit as a Comforter,

How

The

he

is

especial actings of the

an unction.

Holy

Spirit towards believers

as their Comforter, with the privileges

by them they are made partakers
spoken unto by many and I have
;

had occasion to

treat

and advantages which
have been severally

of,

also in other discourses

concerning some of them.

I shall,

more brief in the present discourses of them,
and, waving things commonly known and received, shall endeavour to state right conceptions of them, and to add farther light unto what hath been already received.
The first of this sort which we shall mention, because, as
therefore, be the

I

think, the first in order of nature,

is

the unction, or anoint-

ing which believers have

by him. So are they said to be
anointed 2 Cor. i. 21. and 1 John ii. 20. Ye have ro xpiafia,
an unction,' an unguent,' from the Holy One ;' ver. 27. The
anointing which you have received abideth in you. And
the same anointing teacheth you of all things.' What this
Xptffjua is which we do receive, and wherein this anointing;

'

•

doth consist, we must, in the first place, inquire. For a discomprehension and knowledge of that which is so great
a privilege, and of so much use unto us, is our duty and advantage. It is so the more, because by the most these things
That is an empty sound unto them, which
are neglected.
hath in itself the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of
Some things there are which pretend unto this
Christ.
unction, or which some would have it to consist in, that we
must remove out of our way to render the truth more evident.
tinct

Some

think that by this unction, the doctrine of the gosThis Episcopius pleads

pel, or the truth itself, is intended.

exposition of the place. That doctrine of the gosthey had received, was that which would preserve
which
pel
them from the seducers, which in that place of the apostle,
But nei1 John. ii. 20, believers are warned to beware of.
ther the context nor the text will admit of this interpretafor, in his

tion.

For,

1.

of the gospel.

The thing itself in question was,

the doctrine

This the seducers pretended to be on their

:

AS A
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which the apostle denies. Now, although the doctrine
was that whereby this difference was to be determined;
yet is not the doctrine itself, but the advantage they had
for the right understanding of it, that which is proposed for
their relief and comfort .2. This unction is said to abide in
them who have received it; whereas we are said to abide in
the doctrine or the truth, and not that in us properly. 3.
side,

itself

This unction is said to teach us all things but the doctrine
of the truth is that which we are taught, and there must be
a difference between that which teacheth, and tliat which is
taught thereby. 4. Whereas, in all other places of the Scrip;

ture, either the

Holy Ghost

himself, or

some

especial opera-

hereby intended, there is no reason nor pretence
of any to be taken from the words or context, why another
signification should be here imposed on that expression. 5.
For the reason which he adds, that there is no mention, in
any other place of Scripture, of any peculiar internal act or
work towards any persons, in their teaching or reception of
the truth, it is so extremely remote from the truth, and is so
directly opposite unto express testimonies almost innumerable, that I wonder how any man could be so forgetful as to
affirm it.
Let the reader satisfy himself in what hath been
tion of his,

is

discoursed on the head of spiritual illumination.
Secondly, The testimony given by the Holy Ghost unto
the truth of the gospel imparted unto them, is the exposition
of this unction in the paraphrase of another. This testimony
was by his miraculous operations, at his first effusion on the

But neither can this be the mind of the Holy
Ghost herein for this unction which believers had, is the
same with their being anointed of God 2 Cor. i. 21. And
that was a privilege whereof they were all personally made
partakers. So, also, is that which is here mentioned namely,
that which was in them, which abode with them, and taught
them. Neither is this a tolerable exposition of these words
you have an unction from the Holy One, abiding in you,
teaching of you that is, you have heard of the miraculous
operations of the Holy Ghost, in the confirmation of the

apostles.

:

;

;

;

o-ospel,

giving testimony unto the truth.

of
is to no purpose to examine the pretences
to the
herein
had
is
respect
that
Romanists,
some of the
confirmation.
chrism or unguent that they use in baptism,
Thirdly, It
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sacraments of order and extreme uncFor besides that all their unctions are inventions of
their own, no institution of Christ, nor of any efficacy unto
the ends for which this unction is granted unto believers, the
more sober of their expositors take no notice of them on this
occasion. Those who would know what respect they have
thereunto, may find it in the commentaries of A. Lapide on

and

in their fictitious

tion.

this place.

These apprehensions being removed, as no way suiting
mind of the Holy Ghost, nor expressing the privilege intended, nor the advantage which we have thereby, we shall
follow the conduct of the Scripture in the investigation of
the true nature of it.
And to this end we may observe,
That all persons and things that were dedicated or con1
secrated unto God under the Old Testament, were anointed
with material oil so were the kings of the people of God, so
were priests and prophets in like manner, the sanctuary,
the altar, and all the holy utensils of divine worship, were
the

.

:

:

anointed.
And it is confessed, that among all the rest of
mosaical institutions, those also concerning unction were
typical and figurative of what was to come.
these types had their first, proper, and full
and accomplishment in the person of Jesus
And because every person and thing that was made
Christ.
God
was so anointed, he who was to be the most
holy to
holy, the only spring and cause of holiness in and unto others,
had his name and denomination from thence. Both Messiah
in the Old Testament, and Christ in the New, are as much as
For he was not only in his person typithe Anointed One.
fied in the anointed kings, priests, and prophets, but also in
his mediation by the tabernacle, sanctuary, altar, and temple.
2.

That

all

signification

Hence

his unction is

expressed in those words, tinp

JlTl^b

To anoint the holy of holies,' who was
D'Wlp, Dan. ix. 24.
This beprefigured by all the holy anointed ones before.
'

came his name as he was the hope of the church under the
Old Testament, the Messiah; and the immediate object of the
Here, therefaith of the saints under the New, the Christ.
fore, in the first place, we must inquire into the nature of this
unction that of believers being an emanation from thence,
and to be interpreted by analogy thereunto. For (as it is
usually expressed by way of allusion) it is as the oil, which
;
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being poured on the head of Aaron, went down to the

skirts

of his garments.

That the Lord Christ was anointed, and how, is deIxi. 1. 'The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord hath anointed me.' His unction consisted
principally in the communication of the Spirit unto him.
For he proves that the Spirit of the Lord was upon him, because he was anointed. And this gives us a general rule,
that the anointing with material oil under the Old Testament, did prefigure and represent the effusion of the Spirit
under the New, which now answers all the ends of those ty3.

clared, Isa.

Hence

pical institutions.

them

all in

the 2;ospel

in

opposition unto

the letter, outwardly, visibly, and materially,

is

So

is

called the 'ministration of the Spirit;' 2 Cor. iii.6. 8.

the unction of Christ expressed, Isa.
the Lord shall rest

upon him, the

xi. 2.

Spirit of

*Tlie Spirit of

wisdom and un-

derstanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.*
4. Whereas the unction of Christ did consist in the full
communication of the Spirit unto him, not by measure, in all
his graces and gifts, needful unto his human nature or his
work, though it be essentially one entire work, yet was it
For,
carried on by several degrees and distinctions of time.
(1.) He was anointed by the Spirit in his incarnation in the
womb Luke i. 35. the nature of which work we have at
(2.) He was so at his baptism, and
large before explained.
entrance into his public ministry, when he was anointed to
And the Holy Ghost depreach the gospel as Isa. Ixi. 1.
dove;
Matt. iii. 17. The
of
a
shape
in
the
him
on
scended
peculiarly
respected
a fulness
more
unction
his
of
part
first
;

;

'

of the grace, the latter of the gifts, of the Spirit. (3.) He
was peculiarly anointed unto his death and sacrifice, in that
divine act of his, whereby he sanctified himself thereunto;
John xvii. 19. which hath also been before declared. (4.)
He was at his ascension, when he received of the Father the

promise of the Spirit, pouring him forth on his disciples;
Acts ii. 23. And in this latter instance he was anointed with
the oil of gladness, which includes his glorious exaltation
also. For this was absolutely peculiar unto him, whence he
For although
his fellows.
is said to be so anointed above
hath them wlio parin some other parts of this anointing, he
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take of them, by and from him in their measure, yet in this
of receiving the Spirit with a power of communicating him
unto others, herein he is singular, nor was ever any other

person sharer with him therein in the least degree. See the
Exposition on Heb. i. 8, 9. Now, although there be an inconceivable difference and distance between the unction of
Christ and that of believers, yet is his the only rule of the
interpretation of theirs, as to the kind thereof.
5.

And,

Believers have their unction immediately from Christ.

Ye have an unction from the Holy
he called. Acts iii. 14. Rev. iii. 7. These things
saith he that is holy.' He himself was anointed as the most
holy; Dan. ix. 24. And it is his Spirit which believers do
Eph. iii. 16. Phil. i. 19. It is said, that he who
receive
anointeth us is God 2 Cor. i. 21. And I do take God there
So

the text

is it in

So

One.'

'

;

'

is

;

;

personally for the Father, as the same
foregoing.
Christ,
is

'

'

For

are yea,

all

the promises of

and

in

him amen.'

name

God

is in

the verse

in him,' that is, in

Wherefore, the Father

the original, supreme cause of our anointing, but the Lord

Christ, the Holy One, is the immediate efficient cause thereof.
This himself expresseth when he affirms, that he will send
The supreme donation is from
the Spirit from the Father.
the Father the immediate collation from the Son.
6. It is therefore manifest, that the anointing of believers
consisteth in the communication of the Holy Spirit unto
them from and by Jesus Christ. It is not the Spirit that
doth anoint us, but he is the unction wherewith we are
anointed by the Holy One. This the analogy unto the unction of Christ makes undeniable; for, as he was anointed, so
are they in the same kind of unction, though in a degree inFor they have nothing but a measure and
ferior unto him.
Our
portion from his fulness as he pleaseth Eph. iv. 7,
;

;

Holy Spirit,
and nothing else. He is that unction which is given unto
But this communication of the
us, and abideth with us.
and
respects
all his operations. It doth not
general,
Sp'nt is
the
especial
nature of it doth consist, and
wherein
yet appear
communication
of
him is thus expressed, by an
this
whence
unction. And this can be no otherwise learned but from the
effects ascribed unto him as he is an unction, and the relaunction, therefore,

is

the communication of the

tion with the resemblance that

is

therein, unto the unction
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some particular grace and priviintended in this unction
2 Cor. i. 21.
It is
mentioned only neutrally, without the ascription of any effects unto it, so that therein we cannot learn its especial na;

But there are two

ture.

effects elsewhere ascribed unto it.
teaching with a saving, permanent knowledge
of the truth thereby produced in our minds. This is fully
expressed, 1 John ii. 20. 27.
Ye have an unction from the
Holy One, and ye know all things ;' that is, all those things
of the fundamental, essential truths of the gospel, all you

The

first is

*

need to know that you may obey God truly, and be saved
infallibly. This you have by this unction. For this anointing which you have received abideth in you, and teacheth
you all things. And we may observe, that it is spoken of in
an especial manner with respect unto our permanency and
establishment in the truth, against prevalent seducers and
seductions; so it is joined with establishing in that other
place 2 Cor. i. 21.
;

Wherefore, in the first place, this anointing with the
Holy Ghost, is the communication of him unto us with respect unto that gracious work of his in the spiritual, saving
illumination of our minds, teaching us to know the truth,
and to adhere firmly unto it in love and obedience. This is
and we have no
that which is peculiarly ascribed unto it
way to know the nature of it, but by its effects.
The anointing then of believers with the Spirit consists
that he may
in the collation of him upon them, to this end
graciously instruct them in the truths of the gospel, by the
saving illumination of their minds, causing their souls firmly
to cleave unto them with joy and delight, and transtbrming
them in the whole inward man into the image and likeness
of it. Hence it is called the anointing of our eyes with eyesalve that we may see ;' Rev. iii. 18. So doth it answer that
unction of the Lord Christ with the Spirit, which madt: him
quick of understanding in the fear of the Lord ;' Isa. xi. 3.
Let these things, therefore, be fixed in the first place namely,
that the to \plafia, the unction which believers receive from
;

;

'

'

;

the
liar,

Holy One,

is

the Spirit himself; and that his

especial effect as an unction,

truths
in the

is

first,

pecu-

his teaching of us the

and mysteries of the gospel by saving illumination,
manner before described.
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Hereunto also

made kings and

is

referred

priests

what

Rev.

;

i.

is

5.

said of believers being

For there

is

an allusion

therein unto the anointing of those sorts of persons nnder

the Old Testament. Whatever was typical therein was fully
accomplished in the unction of Christ unto his office,
wherein he was the sovereign King, Priest, and Prophet of
Wherefore, by a participation in his unction,
the church.
they are said to be made kings and priests or a royal priesthood, as it is, 1 Pet. ii. 9. and this participation of his unction consists in the communication of the same Spirit unto
them wherewith he was anointed. Whereas, therefore, these
titles denote the dignity of believers in their especial relation unto God, by this unction they are peculiarly dedicated
and consecrated unto him.
It is manifest, therefore, first, that this unction we receive from the Holy One, is the Holy Spirit, which he hath
promised unto all that believe in him and then that we
have these two things by virtue thereof: 1. Spiritual instruction, by saving illumination in the mind of God, and the
mysteries of the gospel 2. An especial dedication unto God,
;

;

;

in the

way of a

What
tage

spiritual privilege.

remains,

we have by

is

to inquire,

this unction

:

2.

1.

What

benefit or advan-

How this

consolation, seeing the Holy Spirit

belongs unto our

thus bestowed on us,
as he is promised to be the Comforter of the church.
1. As unto the first head, it is hereon that our stability in
believing doth depend. For it is pleaded unto this purpose in
is

It was
a peculiar manner by the apostle 5 1 John ii. 20. 27.
the unction from the Holy One, which then kept believers
from being carried from the faith by the craft of seducers.
Hereby he makes men, according unto their measure, of

quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. Nor will any
Temptations may
thing else give assurance in this case.
will
quickly
drive men
which
tempest,
come as a storm or

Hence oftentimes

from their greatest fleshly confidences.
those who are forwardest

to say.

Though

sake the truth, yet would not they so do

upon

trials so

to do.

all
;

Neither will men's

men should

for-

are the forwardest
skill,

cunning, or

disputing abilities, secure them from being at one time or
other inveigled with fair pretences, or entangled with the
cunning sleights of them who lie in wait to deceive. Nor
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the best defences of flesh and blood stand firii ly nn.i
unshaken against powerful allurements on the one himd, and

v/ill

fierce persecutions

on the other, the present artillery of the
patrons and promoters of apostacy. None of these things

doth the apostle prescribe or recommend unto believers, as
an effectual means of their preservation, when a trir.l of their
stability in the truth shall befal them.

he assures them will not

fail,

But

this unction

neither shall they

fail

be-

cause of it.

And

we may
we have by

to this end

teaching which
teacheth you.'

It is

consider, (1.)

The nature of the
'The anointing

this anointing;

not merely an external, doctrinal

struction, but an internal, eflfectual operation of the

Ghost. Herein doth

God

in-

Holy

give unto us the Spirit of wisdom
knowledge of him, that the eyes of
our understanding being enlightened, we may know what is
the hope of his calling ;' Eph. i. 17, 18. He maketh use indeed of the outward means of instruction by the word, and
But he
teacheth nothing but what is revealed therein.
gives us an understanding that we may know him that is
true, and openeth our eyes that we may clearly and spiritually see the wondrous things that are in his law. And there
None so abiding, none so
are no teachinos like unto his.

and revelation

effectual.

'

in the

When

spiritual things,

through

tjiis

anointing,

are discovered in a spiritual manner, then do they take up

an immoveable possession in the minds of men. As God
will destroy every oppressing yoke because of the anointing
of Christ; Isa. x. 27. so will he break every snare of seducSo it is promised that
tion by the anointing of Christians.
under the gospel, wisdom and knowledge shall be the stabiIsa. xxxiii. 6. Nothing will give stability
lity of the times
in all seasons, but the wisdom and knowledge which are the
;

effects of this teaching,

when God

gives us the Spirit of

knowledge of him.
wisdom and
and that is all things ;'
teacheth
that
it
is
What
it
(2.)
all
things.'
So was the
you
teacheth
anointing
same
'the
promise that he should 'teach us all things,' and 'bring all
revelation in the

'

;

thinos to our remembrance' that Christ hath said unto us ;
John xiv. 26. and 'guide us into all truth ;' chap. xvi. 13. It

things absolutely that is intended, for they are restrained unto those of one certain kind, wen the thinga
is

not

all

VOL.

IV.

P
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SPIRIT.

which Christ had spoken, that is, such as belonged unto'
the kino-dom of God. Neither are they all of them absohxtely intended, especially as to the degrees of the knovvthem. For in this life we know but in part, and

ledo-e of

see

all

things darkly as in a glass.

But

truth with respect unto the end
teaching. In the promise the whole
all

and consolation thereon,

it is all

things and

of this promise and
life

of faith, with joy
All things

the end designed.

is

necessary thereunto, this unction teacheth us. And in the
other place of the apostle, it respects the great fundamental
truths of the gospel which the seducers opposed, from whose

seduction this unction doth secure believers. Wherefore, it
teacheth all that are made partakers of it, all that truth, all
those things, all that Christ hath spoken that are necessary
unto these ends that they may live unto God in the consolation of faith, and be delivered from all attempts to

them into error.
The degrees of

draw

this knov/ledge which are exceeding vaboth with respect unto the clearness and evidence of
conception, and the extent of the things knovv^n, depend on
the various measures whereby the Spirit acteth accoi'ding
unto his own will, and the different use of the external means
But what is necessary
of knowledge which we do enjoy.
unto the ends mentioned, none shall come short of who enjoy this anointing. And where its teachings are complied
withal in a way of duty, where we obstruct them not by prejudices and sloth, where we give up ourselves unto their directive efficacy in a diligent, impartial attendance unto the
word whereby alone we are to be taught, we shall not fail of
that knowledge in the whole counsel of God, and all the
And this gives
parts of it, which he will accept and bless.
stability unto believers, when trials and temptations about
and the want hereof in the unthe truth do befal them
cured darkness of their minds, and ignorance of the doctrine
of the gospel, is that which betrays multitudes into a defection from it in seasons of temptation and persecution.
(3.) It so teacheth as to give withal an approbation of,
and love unto, the things that are taught. These are the next
principle and cause of practice, or the doing of the things
that we know, which is the only cement of all the means
of our security rendering them firm and stable. The mind

rious,

;
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may discern spiritual truths, but if the will and affections be
not wrought over to love them and delight in them, we
shall
never conform ourselves unto them in the diligent exercise
and practice of what they do require. And what we may do
on the solitary efficacy of light and conviction without the
adherence of love and delight, will neither be acceptable
unto God, nor shall we be permanent and stable therein.
All other means in the world without the love and practice
of the truth, will be insufficient unto our preservation in the
saving profession of it.
And this is the characteristical
note of the teachings by this unction. It gives and communicates with it the love of that truth wherein we are in-

and delight in obedience unto what it doth require.
these are not, however raised our minds may be, or
our understandings enlarged in the apprehension of objecstructed,

Where

tive truths, whatever sublime notions or subtile conceptions
about them we may have, though we could master and manage all the speculations and niceties of the schools in their
most pretended accuracy of expression, yet as to the power
and benefit of religion, we should be but as sounding brass
and tinkling cymbals. But when this Holy Spirit doth in

and by his teaching breathe into our hearts a holy, divine
love unto, and complacency in, the things we are taiiorfit,

when he enables us

to taste how gracious the Lord is in
them, rendering them sweeter unto us than the honey or the
honeycomb, when he makes them our delight and joy, exciting and quickening the practical principles of our minds
unto a compliance with them in holy obedience, then have
we that unction from the Holy One which will both sanctify
and secure our souls unto the end.
And hereby may we know, whether we have ourpelves

Some would fain put it off unto
received of this anointing.
what was peculiar unto the times of the apostles, and would
suppose another kind of believers in those days, than any are
though what our Saviour
in the world, or need to be
prayed for them, even for the apostles themselves, as to the
Spirit of grace and consolation, he prayed also fi^r all them
who should believe on him through their word unto the end
But take away the promise of the Spirit, and
of the world.
the privileges thereon depending, from Christians, and in
Some neglect it, as if it were an
truth they cease so to be.
p 2

now

;

;
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empty expression, and

either wholly insignificant, or at best

intended somewhat wherein they need not much concern
themselves; and whatever it be, they doubt not but to secure the pretended ends of it in their preservation from se-

duction by their own skill and resolutions. On such pretences are all the mysteries of the gospel by many despised,
and a religion is formed wherein the Spirit of Christ hath no
concernment. But these things are otherwise stated in the

minds of the true disciples of Christ. They know and own
of how great importance it is to have a share in this unction

how much

their conformity unto Christ, their participation

of him, and the evidence of their union with him

;

how much

their stability in profession, their joy in believing, their love

and delight in obedience, with their dignity in the sight of
God and all his holy angels, do depend thereon. Neither
do we look upon it as a thing obscure or unintelligible, that
which no man can know whether he hath or no. For if it
were so, a thing so thin, aerial, and imperceptible, as that no
spiritual sense or experience could be had of it, the apostle
would not have referred all sorts and degrees of believers,
fathers, young men, and little children, unto it for their relief
and encouragement in the times of danger. Wherefore, it
evidenceth itself in the way and manner of its acting, opeAnd as by those inration, and teaching before declared.
stances they satisfy themselves as unto what experience they
have of it so it is their duty to pray continually for its inyea,
crease, and farther manifestation of its power in them
it is their duty to labour, that their prayers for it may be
both fervent and effectual. For the more express and eminent
the teachings of this anointing in them are, the more fresh
and plentiful is their unction, the more will their holiness and
consolation abound.
And whereas this is that by which, as it immediately
proceeds from the Holy Spirit, they have their peculiar dedication unto God, being made kings and priests unto him,
they are highly concerned to secure their interest therein.
For it may be they are so far from being exalted, promoted,
and dignified in the world by their profession, as that they
are made thereby the scorn of men, and the outcasts of the
Those indeed whose kingdom and priesthood, their
people.
dignity and honour in Christianity, their approximation unto
;

;

;
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God and

Christ in a peculiar manner, consist in secular titles,
honour, power, and grandeur, aS it is in the papacy, may
content themselves with their chrism, or greasy unction of
their outward, ceremonious consecration, without much inquiry after, or concern in, this spiritual anointing. But those
who get little or nothing in this world, that is, of the world,

by their profession, but labour, pain, travail of soul and body,
with scorns, reproaches, and persecutions, had need look
after that which gives them a dignity and honour in the
sight of God, and which brings in satisfaction and peace
unto their

own

souls

:

and

this is

done by that anoint-

made kings and

ing alone whereby they are

God, having honour before him, and a

free,

priests unto

sacred access

unto him.
2. I shall only add, that whereas we ascribe this anointing in a peculiar manner unto the Holy Ghost, as the Com-

forter of the church,

consolation which

we

we may easily discern wherein the
For who
by it doth consist.

receive

can express that satisfaction, refreshment, and joy, which
mind is possessed with, in those spiritual, effectual
teachings which give it a clear apprehension of saving truth
in its own nature and beauty, and enlarge the heart with
It is true, that the greatest
love unto it, and delight in it.
part of believers are oft-times either at such a loss as unto a
clear apprehension of their own spiritual state, or so unskilled in making a right judgment of the causes and means
of divine consolations, or so confused in their own experithe

ences, or so negligent in their inquiries into these things
or are so disordered by temptations, as that they receive not
a refreshing sense of those comforts and joys, whii !i are

from this anointing. But still it is in itself that spring from whence their secret refreshments and
supportments do arise. And there is none of them but upon

really inseparable

o-uidance and instruction are able to conceive, how their
chiefest joys and comforts, even those whereby they are supported in and against all their troubles, are resolved into that

understanding which they have into the mysteries
God in Christ, with that inwhich they find in them,
satisfaction
effable complacency and
an unconquerable coninto
engaged
are
whereby their wills
spiritual

of the will, love, and grace of

stancy in their choice.

And

there

is

no small consolation

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

214

due apprehension of that spiritual dignity which ensues
For when they meet with the greatest troubles, and
hereon.
the most contemptuous scorns in this world, a due apprehension of their acceptance with God, as being made kings
and priests unto him, yield them a refreshment which the
world knows nothing of, and which themselves are not able

in a

to express.

CHAP.
The

Secondly, Another

VI.

Spirit a seal;

effect

and

hoic.

of the Holy Spirit as the

Com-

by him believers are sealed
2 Cor. i. 21, 22. He who anointed us is God, who hath also
And how this is done, the same apostle declares,
sealed us.'
Eph. i. 13. 'In whom also after ye believed, ye were sealed
with that Holy Spirit of promise,' And chap. iv. 30. And
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed to
the day of redemption.' In the first place, it is expressly
said, that we are sealed with the Spirit, whereby the Spirit
himself is expressed as this seal, and not any of his especial

forter of the

church

is,

that

;

'

'

as he is also directly said himself to be the
pledge of our inheritance. In the latter, the words are, Iv

operations

(^

;

kacppa-yia^nTt, 'in

whom,' in and by the receiving of whom,

ye are sealed.' Wherefore, no especial act of the Spirit, but
only an especial effect of his communication unto us, seems
to be intended hereby.
The common exposition of this sealing is taken from the
nature and use of sealing among men. The sum whereof is
this sealing may be considered as a natural or moral action,
that is, either with respect unto the act of it as an act, or
with respect unto its use and end. In the first way it is the
communication of the character or image that is on the seal

*

;

is sealed, or that the impression of the
In answer hereunto, the sealing of the
Spirit should consist in the communication of his own spiso
ritual nature and likeness unto the souls of believers
this sealing should materially be the same with our sanctifi-

unto the thing that
seal is set unto.

;
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The end and use of

sealing
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among men

is

twofold

:

give security unto the performance of deeds, grants,

promises, testaments, and wills, or the like engaging signification of our minds.
And in answer hereunto, we may be
said to be sealed

when

God

the promises of

are confirmed

and established unto our souls, and we are secured of them
by the Holy Ghost. But the truth is, this were to seal the
promises of God, and not believers. But it is persons, and
not promises, that are said to be sealed.
2. It is for the
safe-keeping or preservation of that which a seal is set upon.

So things precious and highly valuable, are sealed up, that
they may be kept safe and inviolable. So, on the other hand,
when Job expressed his apprehension that God would keep
an everlasting remembrance of his sin, that it should not be
lost or out of the

up

way, he

saith, 'his transgression

in a bag;' chap. xiv. 17.

And so

it is

was sealed
which

that power

the Holy Ghost puts forth in the preservation of believers,
which is intended. And in this respect they are said to be
•sealed unto the day of redemption.'

These things have been spoken unto and enlarged on by
many, so that there is no need again to insist upon them.
And what is commonly delivered unto this purpose, is good
and useful in the substance of it, and I have on several ocBut upon recasions long since myself made use of them.
newed thoughts and consideration I cannot fully acquiesce
For, 1. I am not satisfied that there is such an alin them.
lusion herein unto the use of sealing among men, as is pretended. And if there be, it will fall out as we see it hath
done, that there being so many considerations of seals and
sealincr, it will be hard to determine on any one particular
which is principally intended. And if you take in more, as
the manner of the most is to take in all tiiey can think of,
it will be unavoidable that acts and effects of various kinds,
will be assigned unto the Holy Ghost under the term of
sealino-, and so we shall never come to know what is that one
determinate act and privilege which is intended therein.

2. All things

which

are usually assigned as those wherein

doth consist, are acts or ettects of the Holy
Ghost upon us whereby he seals us whereas it is not said
that the Holy Spirit seals us, but that we are sealed with him.

this sealing

;

He

is

God's seal unto

us.
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All our spiritual privileges, as they are immediately communicated unto us by Christ, so they consist wholly in a
participation of that head, spring, and fulness of them which
And as they proceed from our union with him, so
is in him.
their principal end is conformity unto him.
And in him
in

whom

all

things are conspicuous,

we may

of those things, which in lesser measure, and
in ourselves,

we

learn the nature

much darkness

made partakers of. So do we learn our
So must we inquire into the nature of our

are

unction in his.
being sealed by the Spirit in his sealing also. For as it is
said, that *he who hath sealed us is God;' 2 Cor. i. 21,22.
so of him it is said emphatically, 'For him hath God the
Father sealed ;' John. vi. 27. And if we can learn aright how
God the Father sealed Christ, we shall learn how we are
sealed in a participation of the
I

same

privilege.

confess there are variety of apprehensions concerning

the act of

God whereby

Christ was sealed, or what

it is

that

Maldonate, on the place, reckons up
ten several expositions of the words among the fathers, and
yet embraceth no one of them. It is not suited unto my design to examine or refute the expositions of others, whereof
a large and plain field doth here open itself unto us.
1 shall
only give an account of v.hat I conceive to be the mind of
is

intended thereby.

And we may observe.
the Holy Ghost in that expression.
First, That this is not spoken of Christ with respect unto
He is, indeed, said to be the character of
the person of the Father in his divine person as the Son, because there are in him, communicated unto him from the
his divine nature.

Father,

all

the essential properties of the divine nature

;

as

the thing sealed receiveth the character or image of the seal.
But this communication is by eternal generation and not by

an external, transient act of God the
nature, with respect unto the discharge
of bis office. For it is given as the reason why he should
Labour
be complied withal and believed in, in that work.
for that bread which the Son of man shall give unto you; for
him hath God the Father sealed.' It is the ground whereon
he persuades them to faith and obedience unto himself.
Secondly, It is not spoken of him with an especial respect
unto his kingly oihce.as some conceive. For this sealing of
Christ they would have to be his designation of God unto
sealino-.

But

Father on the

it

is

human

*
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kingdom, in opposition unto what is affirmed, ver, 15.
That the people designed to come and make him a king by
force.
For that is only an occasional expression of the sense
his

of the people, the principal subject treated on is of a nobler
But whereas the people did dock after him on the
account of a temporal benefit received by him, in that they
were fed, filled, and satisfied with the loaves which he had minature.

raculously increased, ver. 26. he takes occasion from thence
them the spiritual mercies that he had to

to propose unto

tender unto them. And this he doth in answer unto the
bread that they had eat, under the name of 'meat/ and 'bread
enduring to everlasting life,' which he would give unto them.
Under this name and notion of meat he did comprise all the
spiritual nourishment in his doctrine, person, mediation, and
grace that he had prepared for them.
But on what grounds
should they look for these things from him ? how might it
appear that he was authorized and enabled thereunto.' In
answer unto that inquiry, he gives this account of himself,
For him hath God the Father sealed ;' namely, unto this end.
Thirdly, Wherefore the sealing of God unto this end and
purpose must have two properties, and two ends also annexed unto it: 1. There is in it a communication of authoFor the inquiry is, how he could give them
rity and ability.
that meat which endured unto everlasting life :' as afterwards they ask expressly, How can this man give us his flesh
to eat?' ver. 52. To this it is answered, that God the Father
had sealed him; that is, he it was who was enabled of God
the Father to give and dispense the spiritual food of the
'

'

'

souls of men.

This, therefore,

is

evidently included in this

must have evidence

in it also; that is, somewhat whereby it may be evinced that he was thus authorized
and enabled by God the Father. For whatever authority or
ability any one may have unto any end, none is obliged to
make application unto him for it, or depend upon him therein,

sealing.

2.

It

be evidenced that be hath that authority and ability.
This the Jews immediately inquired after. 'What sign,' say
What
they, ' dost thou then,'that we may see and believe thee
dost thou work ?' ver. 30. How shall it be demonstrated
unless

it

.'

unto us that thou art authorized and enabled to give us the
This also belonged unto his
spiritual food of our souls ?
for therein thore was such an express representation
sealinii
;

:
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of divine power communicated unto him, as evidently maniGod unto this work. These
two properties, therefore, must be found in this sealing of
the Lord Christ with respect unto the end here mentioned;
namely, that he might be the promuscoiidus, or principal dispenser of the spiritual food of the souls of men.
Fourthly, It being God's seal, it must also have two
ends designed in it: 1. God's owning; of him to be his.
Him hath God the Father sealed unto this end, that all may
know and take notice of his owning and approbation of him.
He would have him not looked on as one among the rest of
them that dispensed spiritual things, but as him whom he
had singled out and peculiarly marked for himself. And
therefore this he publicly and gloriously testified at the entrance, and again, a little before the finishing, of his ministry
for upon his baptism there 'came a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;'
Matt. iii. 17. which was nothing but a public declaration that
this was he whom God had sealed, and so owned in a peculiar manner.
And this testimony was afterward renewed
again at his transfiguration in the mount Matt. xvii. 5.
Behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him :' this is
he whom I have sealed. And this testimony is pleaded by
the apostle Peter, as that whereinto their faith in him, as the
sealed one of God, was resolved; 2 Pet. i. 17, 18. 2. To manifest that God would take care of him, and preserve him in
his work unto the end; Isa. xlii.
Fifthly, Wherefore, this sealing of the Son is the commufested that he w^as appointed of

;

'

nication of the Holy Spirit in

him unto, and acting

all

fulness unto him, authorizing

power in, all the acts and duevidence the presence of God with
him, and approbation of him, as the only person that was to
distribute the spiritual food of their souls unto men.
For
the Holy Spirit, by his powerful operations in him and by
his divine

ties of his ofiice, so as to

him, did evince and manifest, that he was called and appointed of God to this work, owned by him, and accepted
with him; which w^as God's sealing of him. Hence the sin
of them who despised this seal of God, was unpardonable.

For God neither

will

nor can give greater testimony unto

his approbation of any person, than

by the great

seal of his
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And this was given unto Christ in all the fulness of
He was 'declared to be the Son of God according to the
Spirit of holiness
Rom. i. 4. and justified in the Spirit, or
by his power evidencing that God was with him; 1 Tim. iii.
16.
Thus did God seal the head of the church with the
Holy Spirit and thence undoubtedly may we best learn
how the members are sealed with the same Spirit, seeing we

Spirit.
it.

;'

;

have all our measures out of his fulness, and our conformunto him is the design of all gracious communications
unto us.
Sixthly, Wherefore, God's sealing of believers with the
Holy Spirit, is his gracious communication of the Holy Ghost
unto them, so to act his divine power in them, as to enable
them unto all the duties of their holy calling, evidencing
them to be accepted with him both unto themselves and
others, and asserting their preservation unto eternal salvation.
The effects of this sealing are gracious operations of the Holy
Spirit in and upon believers; but the sealing itself is the
communication of the Spirit unto them. They are sealed

ity

with the

Spirit.

And

farther to evidence the nature of

the truth of our declaration of this privilege,
1.

That when any persons are so

become

God

it

with

observe,

effectually called as to

true believers, they are brought into

lations, as to

as his

we may

many new

re-

himself, as his children, unto Jesus Christ,

members, unto

all

saints

God above and below; and

and angels,

are called to

in the families of

many new works,

and uses, which before they knew nothing of. They
new world, erected by the new creation,
and which way soever they look or turn themselves, they say,
'Old things are passed away, behold all things are become
new.' So it is with every one that is made a new creature
2 Cor. v. 17. In this state and condition^
in Christ Jesus

duties,

are brought into a

;

wherein a

man hath new

principles put within him,

lations contracted about him,

new

new

re-

duties presented unto

him, and a new deportment in all things required of him.
how shall he be able to behave himself aright, and answer
the condition and holy station wherein he is placed? This

no man can do of himself,
things
2.

them

?

who

is sufficient

for these

Wherefore,

In this state
his

for

Holy

God owns them and communicates

Spirit, to

tit

them

unto

for their relations, to enable
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new principles, and every
work they are called unto, even as their
head the Lord Christ was unto his. God doth not now give
unto them the spirit of fear, but of power, of love, and of a
sound mind 2 Tim. i. 7. And hereby doth God seal them.
them unto

way

their duties, to act their

to discharge the

;

For,

Hereby he gives his testimony unto them that they
are his, owned by him, accepted with him, his sons or chilFor if they were not so, he would
dren which is his seal.
never have given his Holy Spirit unto them. And herein
consists the greatest testimony that God doth give, and the
only seal that he doth set, unto any in this world. That this
Acts
is God's testimony and seal, the apostle Peter proveth
For on the debate of that question, whether God
XV. 8, 9.
approved and accepted of the humble believers, although
they observed not the rites of Moses, he confirmeth that he
God,' saith he, which kuoweth
did, with this argument
How did he do it? how did
their hearts, bare them witness.'
he, by giving them the
his
Saith
as
?
them
seal
to
he set his
Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us.' Hereby God gives
testimony unto them. And lest any should suppose that it
was only the gifts and miraculous operations of the Holy
Ghost which he had respect unto, so as that this sealing of
(1.)

;

;

;

'

'

'

God

should consist therein alone, he adds, that his gracious

operations also were no less an effect of this witness which
God gave unto them ; ' and put no difference between us and

them, purifying their hearts by faith.' This therefore is that
whereby God giveth his testimony unto believers, namely,
when he seals them with his Spirit, or by the communication
of the Holy Spirit unto them. And this he doth in two respects.

For,

is that whereby he giveth believers assurance
of their relation unto him, of their interest in him, of his love
and favour to them. It hath been generally conceived that
this sealing with the Spirit, is that which gives assurance

(2.)

This

and so indeed it doth, although the way
unto believers
hath not been rightly apprehended. And
it,
whereby it doth
been able to declare the especial nature
have
none
therefore,
Spirit
whereby he seals us, whence such
of
the
act
that
of
But it is indeed not any act of the
assurance should ensue.
Spirit in us that is the ground of our assurance, but the com;
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munication of the Spirit unto us. This the apostle plainly
testifieth
1 John iii. 24.
Hereby we know that he abideth in
us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.' That God abideth
in us and we in him, is the subject-matter of our assurance:
'this we know,' saith the apostle; which expresseth the high'

;

And how do
which he hath given unto
us.
But it may be, the sense of these words may be, that
the Spirit which God gives us doth by some especial work of
his, effect this assurance in us; and so it is not his being given
unto uSjbut some especial work of his in us, thatis the ground
of our assurance, and consequently our sealing.
I do not
deny such an especial work of the Spirit, as shall be afterward declared but I judge that it is the communication of
the Spirit himself unto us that is here intended. For so the
apostle declares his sense to be chap. iv. 13. Hereby know
we that we dwell in God, and he in us, because he hath given
us of his Spirit.' This is the great evidence, the great ground
of assurance which we have, that God hath taken us into a
near and dear relation unto himself, because he hath given
us of his Spirit; that great and heavenly gift which he will
impart unto no others. And indeed on this one hinge depends the whole case of that assurance which believers are
est assurance

w^e

knoAv

we

are capable of in this world.

Even by the

it?

Spirit

;

'

;

capable

If the Spirit of

of.

God

dwell in us,

we

are his;

any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of
Hereon alone depends the determination
his ;' Rom. viii. 9.
By this, therefore, doth
of our especial relation unto God.
God seal believers; and therein gives them assurance of his
'

but

love.

if

And

this is to be the sole rule of

your self-examina-

tion whether you are sealed of God or no.
orUl, which
(3.) Hereby God evidenceth them unto the w
He marks them so hereby for his
is another end of sealing.
own, as that the world cannot but in general take notice of
them. For where God sets this seal in the communication

of his Spirit, it will so operate, and produce such effects, as
As it did in
shall fall under the observation of the world.
unto
according
in
believers,
it
do
will
also
the Lord Christ, so

And there are two ways whereby God's
them unto the world. The one is by
evidence
doth
sealing
the effectual operation of the Spirit, communicated unto them

their measure.

both

in gifts

and graces.

Though

the world

is

blinded with
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power of a prevalent enmity against
cannot but discover what a change

prejudices, and under the
sjDiritual
is

made

how by

things, yet
in the

it

most of those

whom God

thus sealeth, and

the gifts and graces of the Spirit

they are differenced from other men.

And

which they hate,
this is that which

keeps up the difference and enmity that is in the world between the seeds. For God's sealing of believers with his
Spirit evidenceth his especial acceptance of them, which fills
the hearts of them who are acted with the spirit of Cain,
with hatred and revenge. Hence many think, that the respect which God had unto the sacrifice of Abel was testified
by some visible sign, which Cain also might take notice of.
And that there was an zfitrvpiafioq, the kindling of his sacrifice by fire from heaven, which was the type and resemblance of the Holy Ghost, as hath been shewed. All other
causes of difference are capable of a composition, but this
about the seal of God can never be composed. And that
which followeth from hence is, that those who are thus
sealed with the Spirit of God, cannot but separate themselves
from the most of the world, whereby it is more evidenced
unto whom they do belong.
(4.) Hereby God seals believers unto the day of redemption, or everlasting salvation.
For the Spirit thus given unto
them is, as we have shewed already, to abide with them for
ever, as a 'well of water in them, springing up into everlasting

life;'

John

vii.

is that seal which God grants unto beeven his Holy Spirit for the ends mentioned; which,
according unto their measure, and for this work and end, answers that great seal of heaven which God gave unto the
Son, by the communication of the Spirit unto him in all its

This, therefore,

lievers,

divine fulness, authorizing and enabling

him unto

work, and evidencing him to be called of

God

his

whole

thereunto.
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CHAP.
The

VII.

Spirit an earnest

;

and how.

the Holy Spirit as thus communicated unto us, is
'Apjoa/Swv, the word in the orio:inal
said to be an earnest.
is no where used in the New Testament but in this matter
The Latin translator
alone; 2 Cor. ii. 22. v. 5. Eph. i. 14.

Again,

But he is corrected
renders this word by p%n//s, a pledge.
therein by Hierom on Eph. i. ' Pignus,' saith he Latinus
'

interpres pro arrhabone posuit.

bo quod pignus sonat,

Non

Arrhabo enim

id

ipsum autem arrha-

futurse eraptioni quasi

Pignus
quoddam testimonium, et obligamentum datur.
vero, hoc est ivixopov pro mutua pecunia apponitur, ut quum
ilia reddita fuerit, reddenti debitum pignus a creditore redAnd this reason is generally admitted by expositors.
datur.'
For a pledge

which is committed to, and left in the
him that money which is borrowed
be repaid, and then the pledge is to be received
Hence it is necessary that a pledge be more in
that

is

hand of another,
thereon shall

back again.

value than the

to secure

money received, because it is taken in secuBut an earnest is apart only of what is

rity for repayment.

to be given or paid, or

some

lesser thing that is given to se-

cure somewhat that is more or greater in the same or another kind. And this difference must be admitted if we are
obliged to the precise signification and common use of pledges

and earnests among men, which we must inquire into. The
word is supposed to be derived from the Hebrew mj^ and
the Latins make use of it also, Arrhabon, and Arrha. It is
sometimes used in other authors as Plutarch in Galba.
;

;

he prepossessed Obinius with great sums of money as an earnest of
what he would do afterward. Hesychius explains it by irpoAs to what I apprehend to be the
Sojua, a gift beforehand.
E00aicEt '!rQou\r]^ioq appa(5Co(n fd^yaXoig tov OjStvtov*

mind of the Holy Ghost

in this expression, I shall declare it

in the ensuing observations.

not any act or work of the Holy Spirit on us
called his being an earnest.
It is he himself
This is expressed in every place where
this earnest.

First, It

is

or in us, that

who

is

is
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mention made of

is

va Tov

which

OF Tin: holy spirit

TTvBvfxaTog'
is

'

it.

2 Cor.

i.

22. cove tov appu(5u>-

the earnest of the Spirit;' that earnest

the Spirit, or the Spirit as an earnest; as Austin

*
arrhabona Spiritum.' Chap. v. 5. 'Who
hath also given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.' The giving
of this earnest is constantly assigned to be the act of God the
Father, who, according to the promise of Christ, would send

reads the words,

the Comforter unto the church.

Eph.

14.

i.

it is

And

in the

other place,

expressly said, that the Holy Spirit

is

the

Every where the article is of the
masculine gender, oglanv appa^wv and irvivfia, the Spirit, is
of the neuter. Some would have it to refer unto Christ; ver.
12.
But as it is not unusual in Scripture that the subjunctive article and relative should agree in gender with the folearnest of our inheritance.

lowing substantive, as 6g here doth with a^opa/Bajv; so the
Scripture, speaking of the Holy Ghost, though 7rv£u//a be of
the neuter gender, yet having respect unto the thing, that is,
subjoins the pronoun of the mas-

the person of the Spirit,

it

culine gender unto

John

himself

is

it,

as

xiv. 26.

Wherefore, the Spirit

the earnest, as given unto us from the Father by

And

God

expressed by giving or putHow he doth this,
i. 22.
hath been before declared, both in general, and with respect
The meaning, therefore,
in particular to his inhabitation.
of the words is, that God gives unto us his Holy Spirit to
the Son.

ting

him

this act of

into our hearts

;

is

2 Cor.

dwell in us and to abide with us as an earnest of our future
inheritance.

Secondly, It is indifferent whether we use the name of
an earnest, or a pledge, in this matter. And although I
choose to retain that of an earnest, from the most usual acceptation of the word, yet I do it not upon the reason alleged
for it, which is taken from the especial nature and use of an
For it is the end only of
earnest in the dealings of men.

an earnest whereon the Holy Ghost is so called, which is
the same with that of a pledge and we are not to force the
similitude or allusion any farther. For precisely among men
an earnest is the confirmation of a bargain and contract
made on equal terms between buyers and sellers, or exBut there is no such contract between God and
chano-ers.
;

us.

It is true there is

a supposition of an antecedent cove-

nant, but not as a bargain or contract between

God and

us.
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respects the dispensation of the

mere free gratuitous promise and the stipulation
of obedience on our part is consequential thereunto. Again,
he that giveth an earnest in a contract or bargain, doth not
principally aim at his own obligation to pay such or such
a sum of money, or somewhat equivalent thereunto, though
he do that also but his principal design is to secure unto
himself that which he hath bargained for, that it may be
But there is
delivered up unto him at the time appointed.
nothing of this nature in the earnest of the Spirit, wherein
God intends our assurance only and not his own. And
sundry other things there are wherein the comparison will
not hold, nor is to be urged, because they are not intended.
The general end of an earnest or a pledge, is all that is
alluded unto and this is to give security of somewhat that
is future or to come. And this may be done in a way of free
bounty, as well as upon the strictest contract. As if a man
have a poor friend or relation, he may of his own accord
give unto him a simi of money, and bid him take it as a
pledge or earnest of what he will yet do for him. So doth
God in a way of sovereign grace and bounty give his Holy
and withal lets them know, that it is
Spirit unto believers
with a design to give them yet much more in his appointed
season. And here is he said to be an earnest. Other things
that are observed from the nature and use of an earnest in
civil contracts and bargains between men, belong not hereunto though many things are occasionally spoken and discoursed from them of good use unto edification.
Thirdly, In two of the places wherein mention is made
of this matter, the Spirit is said to be an earnest, but where2 Cor. i. 22. v. 5.
in, or unto what end, is not expressed
Spirit, is a

;

;

:

;

;

;

The

third place affirms

ance

Eph.

;'

i.

14.

.

We have

to

be an

What that

is,

'

earnest of our inherit-

and how he

is so,

may be

And,

briefly declared.
1

him

already manifested that all our participation

of the Holy Spirit in any kind, is upon the account of Jesus
Christ, and we do receive him immediately as the Spirit of
Christ.

power

'

to

For

to as

many

as receive Christ, the Father gives

become the sons of God

;'

John

i.

12.

'

And

be-

cause we are sons, he sends forth the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts ;' Gal. iv. 6. And as we receive the Spirit from
VOL. IV.
Q
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him, and as his Spirit, so he is given unto us to make us
conformable unto him, and to give us a participation of his
gifts, graces, and privileges.
Christ himself, in his

2.

own

person,

So he was appointed of God

things.

;

is

Heb.

the heir of
i.2.

all

and there-

whole inheritance is absolutely his. What this inis, what is the glory and power that is contained
therein, I have at large declared in the exposition of that

fore, the

heritance

place.
3.

Man by

his sin

had universally

forfeited his

whole

right unto all the ends of his creation, both on the earth be-

low and

Death and hell were become all
had either right or title unto.
But yet all the glorious things that God had provided were
not to be cast away, an heir was to be provided for them.
Abraham when he was old and rich had no child, complained
that his steward, 'a servant was to be his heir;' Gen, xv. 3, 4.
but God lets him know that he would provide another heir
for him of his own seed. When man had lost his right unto
the whole inheritance of heaven and earth, God did not so
take the forfeiture, as to seize it all into the hands of justice
and destroy it but he invested the whole inheritance in his
Son, making him the heir of all. This he was meet for, as
being God's eternal Son by nature, and hereof the donation
was free, gratuitous, and absolute. And this grant was confirmed unto him by his unction with the fulness of the. Spiin

heaven above.

that the whole race of mankind

:

But,

rit.

This inheritance as to our interest therein lay under a
and as unto us it must be redeemed and purchased, or we can never be made partakers of it.
Wherefore the Lord Christ, who had a right in his own person unto
4.

forfeiture

;

the whole inheritance by the free grant and donation of the

Father, yet was to redeem

it from under the forfeiture, and
purchase the possession of it for us thence is it called the
purchased possession. How this purchase was made, what
:

made

it

necessary,

by what means

it

was effected, are deby Christ, the price

clared in the doctrine of our redemption

and the purchase that he made thereby.
is vested in the Lord
Christ, not only as unto his own person, and his right unto
the whole, but he became the great trustee for the whole

which he

paid,

And hereon

the whole inheritance
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church, and had their interest in this inheritance committed
unto him also. No man, therefore, can have a right unto
this inheritance, or to any part of it, not unto the least share
of God's creation here below, as a part of the rescued or
purchased inheritance, but by virtue of an interest in Christ,

and union with him. Wherefore,
Fourthly, The way whereby we come to have an interest
in Christ, and thereby a right unto the inheritance, is by the
participation of the Spirit of Christ, as the apostle fully de17. For it is by the Spirit of adopclares, Rom. viii. 14

—

Son, that we are made children. Now
are children, then heirs, heirs of
God, and joint heirs with Christ.' Children are heirs unto
their Father.
And those who are children of God are heirs
of that inheritance which God hath provided for his children. 'Heirs of God.' And all the good things of grace and
glory which believers are made partakers of in this world, or
tion, the Spirit of the

saith the apostle,

'

If

we

that which is to come, are called their inheritance, because
they are the effects of free, gratuitous adoption. They are
not things that themselves have purchased, bargained for,
earned, or merited, but an inheritance depending on and following solely upon their free, gratuitous adoption. But how
can they become heirs of God, seeing God hath absolutely
appointed the Son alone to be heir of all things Heb. i. 2.
;

He was the heir unto whom the whole inheritance belonged.
Why, saith the apostle, by the participation of the Spirit of
Christ,

we

are

made

joint heirs with Christ.

The whole

in-

heritance as unto his own personal right was entirely his
by the free donation of the Father, all power in heaven and
But if he will take others into
earth beino- o-iven unto him.

a joint right with him, he must purchase it for them, which
he did accordingly.
Fifthly, Hence it is manifest, how the Holy Spirit be-

comes the earnest of our inheritance. For by him, that is,
by the communication of him unto us, we are made joint
heirs with Christ, which gives us our right and title, where
by our names are, as it were, inserted into the assured conveyance of the great and

full

inheritance of grace and glory.

In the giving of his Spirit unto us, God
heirs with Christ, we have the greatest

making of us coand most assured

earnest and pledge of our future inheritance.

Q 2

And

he

is to
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be thus an earnest until, or unto the redemption of the purchased possession. For after that a man hath a good and
firm title unto an inheritance settled in him, it may be a
long time before he can be admitted into an actual possession of it, and many difficulties he may have in the mean
time to conflict withal. And it is so in this case. The earnest of the Spirit given unto us, whereby we become coheirs with Christ, whose Spirit we are made partakers of,
secures the

title

of the inheritance in and unto our whole

But before we can come unto the full possession
not only have we many spiritual trials and temptations

persons.

of

it,

to conflict withal in our souls, but our bodies also are liable
unto death and corruption. Wherefore, whatever first fruits

we may enjoy,

yet can we not enter into the actual possession

of the whole inheritance, until not only our souls are delivered
from all sins and temptations, but our bodies also are rescued

out of the dust of the grave. This is the full redemption of
the purchased possession, whence it is signally called the 'redemption of the body;' Rom. viii. 23.
Thus as the Lord Christ himself was made heir of all
things by that communication of the Spirit unto him, whereby he was anointed unto his office so the participation of
the same Spirit from him and by him, makes us co-heirs
with him, and so he is an earnest given us of God of the fuIt belongs not unto my present purpose
ture inheritance.
;

to declare the nature of that inheritance,

Spirit is the earnest.

In brief,

tion with Christ in that glory

are capable

And

it is

whereof the Holy

the highest participa-

and honour that our natures

of.

in like

manner we

Rom.

are said to receive

a7rap-)(r}v

row

That is, the Spirit himself as the
first fruits of our spiritual and eternal redemption. God had
appointed that the first fruits, which are called n*iyi and
CDntDn should be a nonn, an offering unto himself. Hereunto aTTnpx^'/ answereth, and is taken generally for that which
is first in any kind; Rom. xvi. 5. 1 Cor. xv. 20. James i. 18.
Rev. xiv. 4. And the first fruits of the Spirit must be either
what he first worketh in us, or all his fruits in us with re-

TTvsvjuaroc

;

viii.

23.

spect unto the full harvest that is to come ; or the Spirit
himself, as the beginning and pledge of future glory.
And

the latter of these

is

intended in this place. For the apostle
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discourseth about the liberty of the whole creation from that
state of bondage whereunto all things were subjected by
sin.

With

respect hereunto, he saith, that believers them-

selves having not as yet obtained a full deliverance, as he

had expressed it, chap. vii. 24. do groan after its perfect
accomplishment. But yet, saith he, we have the beginning
of it, the first fruits of it, in the communication of the Spirit
unto us ' For where the Spirit of God is, there is liberty ;'
2 Cor. iii. 17. For, although, we are not capable of the full
and perfect estate of the liberty provided for the children of
God, whilst we are in this world, conflicting with the remainders of sin, pressed and exercised with temptations, our
bodies also being subject unto death and corruption, yet
where the Spirit of God is, where we have that first fruit of
the fulness of our redemption, there is liberty in the real beginning of it, and assured consolation, because it shall be
consummated in the appointed season.
These are some of the spiritual benefits and privileges
which believers enjoy by a participation of the Holy Ghost,
as the promised Comforter of the church: these things he
is unto them, and as unto all other things belonging unto
their consolation, he works them in them, which we must in
the next place inquire into.
Only something we may take
notice of from what we have already insisted on. As, 1. That
all evangelical privileges whereof believers are made partakers in this world, do centre in the person of the Holy
Spirit.
He is the great promise that Christ hath made unto
his disciples, the great legacy which he hath bequeathed
unto them. The grant made unto him by the Father, when
he had done all his will, and fulfilled all righteousness, and
exalted the glory of his holiness, wisdom, and grace, was
this of the Holy Spirit to be communicated by him unto the
church. This he received of the Father as the complement
of his reward, wherein he saw of the travail of his soul and
was satisfied.' This Spirit he now gives unto believers, and
no tongue can express the benefits which they receive thereby. Therein are they anointed and sealed, therein do they
receive the earnest and first fruits of immortality and glory.
In a word, therein are they taken into a participation with
Christ himself in all his honour and glory. Hereby is their
condition rendered honourable, safe, comfortable, and the
:

'
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whole inheritance

is

unchangeably secured unto them.

In

one privilege, therefore, of receiving the Spirit, are ail
For, 2. no one way, or thing, or similiothers inwrapped.
tude, can express or represent the greatness of this privilege.
It is anointing, it is sealing, it is an earnest and first fruit,
every thing whereby the love of God, and the blessed security of our condition may be expressed or intimated unto
For what greater pledge can we have of the love and
us.
favour of God? What greater dignities can we be made par-

this

What greater assurance of a future, blessed conthan that God hath given us of his Holy Spirit ? And,
3. hence also is it manifest how abundantly willing he is,
that the heirs of promise should receive strong consolation
in all their distresses, when they fly for refuge unto the hope
takers of?
dition,

that

is

set before them.

THE

APPLICATION
OF THE

FOREGOING DISCOURSE.

With

respect unto the dispensation of the Spirit towards
and his holy operations in them and upon thera,

believers,

there are sundry particular duties, whereof he

is the immethey are those
whereby on our part we comply with him in his work of
grace, whereby it is carried on, and rendered useful unto us.
Now, whereas this Holy Spirit is a divijie person, and he acts
in all things towards us as a free agent, according unto his
own will, the things enjoined us with respect unto liim, are

diate object,

prescribed unto them.

those whereby

And

we may

carry ourselves aright towards such a
a hob/, divine, intel/igent person, working freely in and towards us for our good. And they are of
one, namely, as he

is

sorts ; the first whereof are expressed in prohibitions of
(hose things which are unsuited unto him, and his dealings

two
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with us the latter in commands for our attendance unto
such duties as are peculiarly suited unto a compliance with
him in his operations; in both which our obedience is to be
exercised with a peculiar regard unto him. I shall begin
;

with the first sort, and go over them in the instances given
us in the Scripture.

We

have a negative precept to this purpose, Eph. iv.
Grieve not the Holy Spifxrj
rit.'
Consider who he is, what he hath done for you, how
great your concern is in his continuance with you a,nd
withal, that he is a free, infinitely wise, and holy agent in all
that he doth, who came freely unto you, and can withdraw
from you, and grieve him not. It is the person of the Holy
Spirit that is intended in the words, as appears, 1. From the
I.

30.

XvTTHTe TO TTvevfxa to ayiov,

'

;

—

manner of the expression, to -Kvivfia to ayiov, that' Holy Spirit,' 2. By the work assigned unto him; for by him we are
sealed unto the day of redemption ;' him we are not to
grieve. The expression seems to be borrowed from Isa. Ixiii.
10. where mention is made of the sin and evil here prohibited, itt'ip nn-DK nifyi no nom,
but they rebelled, and
v€xed his Holy Spirit.' 2Vp is to trouble' and to grieve/
and it is used when it is done unto a great degree. The LXX
render it here by ira^o^vvu), which is so to grieve, as also to
irritate and provoke to anger and indignation, because it
*

'

'

'

hath respect unto the rebellions of the people in the wilderness, which our apostle expresseth by TrapairiKpaivu) and wapa-jriKpacTfiog, words of the same signification. To vex, therefore, is the heightening of grieving by a provocation unto
anger and indignation which sense is suited to the place
;

and matter treated of, though the word signify no more but
to
grieve,' and so it is rendered by Xvwio)
Gen. xlv. 5.
1 Kings xix. 2.
Now grief is here ascribed unto the Holy Spirit as it is
elsewhere unto God absolutely. Gen. vi. 6. It repented the
Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him
at his heart.' Such affections and perturbations of mind are
'

;

'

not ascribed unto God or the Spirit but metaphorically.
in such ascriptions is to give us an apprehen-

That intended

we

it. And the measure
and effects in ourselves.
may justly grieve a good man, and what he will do

sion of things as

we

take of them

What

is

are able to receive
their nature
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when he

is

us what

we

unjustly or undeservedly grieved, represent unto
are to understand of our

spect unto the Holy Ghost
us.

mind

And

when he

own
is

condition with re-

said to be grieved

grief in the sense here intended,

is

by

a trouble of

arising from an apprehension of unkindness not de-

served, of disappointments not expected, on the account of a

near concernment in those by whom we are grieved. We
therefore, see hence, what it is we are warned of, when
we are enjoined not to grieve the Holy Spirit. As,
1. There must be unkindness in what we do.
Sin hath
various respects towards God, of guilt, and filth, and the like.
These several considerations of it, have several effects. But
that which is denoted when it is said to grieve him,' is unkindness, or that defect of an answerable love unto the fruits
and testimonies of his love which we have received, that it is

may,

'

accompanied withal. He is the Spirit of love, he is love.
All his actings towards us and in us, are fruits of love, and
they all of them leave an impression of love upon our souls.
All the joys and consolation we are made partakers of in
this world, arise from a sense of the love of God, communicated in an endearing way of love unto our souls. This requires a return of love and delight in all duties of obedience
on our part. When instead hereof, by our negligence and
carelessness, or otherwise, we fall into those things or ways
which he most abhors, he greatly respects the unkindness
and ingratitude which is therein, and is therefore said to be
grieved by us.
2. Disappointment in expectation.
It is known that
no disappointment properly can befal the Spirit of God.
It is utterly inconsistent with his prescience and omni-

But we are disappointed, when things fall not out
according as we justly expected they would, in answer unto
the means used by us for their accomplishment. And when
the means that God useth towards us, do not, by reason of
our sin, produce the effect they are suited unto, God proposeth himself as under a disappointment. So he speaks of
his vineyard,
I looked that it should bring forth grapes,
and it brought forth wild grapes ;' Isa. v. 2. Now disappointment causeth grief. As when a father hath used all means
for the education of a child in any honest way or course, and
cience.

*

expended much of

his estate therein, if he

through dissolute-
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ness or idleness
fills

for

him with
us by the

fail

grief.

Spirit

his expectation,
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and disappoint him,

it

They are great things which are done
of God. These all of them have their

tendency unto an increase in holiness, light, and love.
Where they are not answered, where there is not a suitable
effect, there is that disappointment that causeth grief.
Especially is this so with respect unto some signal mercies.
A return in holy obedience is justly expected on their account. And where this is not, it is a thing causing grief.
This are we here minded of, * Grieve not the Spirit whereby
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.' So great a kindness should have produced other effects, than those there
mentioned by the apostle.
3. The concernment of the Holy Spirit in us, concur to
his being said to be grieved by us.
For we are grieved by

them

in

whom we

riages of others

And

are particularly concerned.

we can

The miscar-

pass over without any such trouble.

there are three things that give us an especial concern-

ment

in others.
(1.) Relation, as that of a father, and husband, a brother. This makes us to be concerned in, and
consequently to be grieved for the miscarriages of them that
are related unto us.
So is it with the Holy Spirit: he hath

undertaken the

office

in that relation to us.

that he

is

of a Comforter towards us, and stands

Hence he

is

so concerned in us, as

said to be grieved with our sins,

when he

is

not so

them unto whom he stands not in especial relation.
(2.) Love gives concernment, and makes way for
grief upon occasion of it.
Those whom we love we are
grieved for, and by others may provoke indignation, but
they cause not grief, I mean on their own account; for
otherwise we ought to grieve for the sins of all. And what
is the especial love of the Holy Ghost towards us, hath been
at the sins of

:

declared.

From what hath been spoken, it is evident what we are
warned of, what is enjoined unto us, when we are cautioned
not to grieve the Holy Spirit, and how we may do so. For
we do it,
(1.) When we are not influenced by his love and kindness, to answer his mind and will, in all holy obedience, accompanied with joy, love, and delight. This he deserves at
our hands, this he expects from us and where it is neg;

;
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concernment in us, we are said to
For he looks not only for our obedience, but
also that it be filled up with joy, love, and delight.
When
we attend unto duties with an unwilling mind when we apply ourselves unto any acts of obedience in a bondage or servile frame, we grieve him, who hath deserved other things
lected, because of his

grieve him.

;

of us.
(2.) When we lose and forget the sense and impressions
of signal mercies received by him. So the apostle, to give
efficacy unto his prohibition, adds the signal benefit which
we receive by him, in that he seals us to the day of redemption which, what it is, and wherein it doth consist, hath
;

And hence it is evident, that he speaks of
the Holy Spirit as dwelling in believers for as such he seals
been declared.

:

Whereas, therefore, in and by sin, we forget the great
grace, kindness, and condescension, of the Holy Spirit in his
dwelling in us, and by various ways communicating of the
love and grace of God unto us we may be well said to grieve
them.

;

him. And certainly this consideration, together with that
of the vile ingratitude, and horrible folly, there is in neglecting and defiling his dwelling-place, with the danger of his
withdrawing from us on the continuance of our provocation,
ought to be as effectual a motive unto universal holiness,
and constant watchfulness therein, as any can be proposed
unto us.
(3.)

Some

sins there are,

which

above others, do grieve the Holy

in

Spirit.

an especial manner
These our apostle

—

expressly discourseth of, 1 Cor. iii. 15 20.
And by the
connexion of the words in this place, he seems to make
corrupt communication, which always hath a tendency unto
corruption of conversation, to be a sin of this nature
ver. 29, 30.

Secondly, That which we have rendered to 'vex him/ Isa.
10. is but the heightening and aggravation of his being
grieved by our continuance, and it may be obstinacy, in those
ways whereby he is grieved. For this is the progress in
Ixiii.

these things.

If those

whom we

dren, or other relations, do

are concerned in, as chil-

and sins,
by it. This grief in ourselves is attended
with pity and compassion towards them, with an eamest
endeavour for their recovery. But if, notwithstanding all our

we

are first grieved

fall

into miscarriages

;!
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endeavours, and the application of means for their reducement, they continue to go on frowardly in their ways, then
are we vexed at them which inchides an addition of anger
;

and indignation unto our former sorrow or

grief.

Yet

in this

a
succeed not, but they continue in their
obstinacy, then we resolve to treat with them no more, but
And not only so, but upon our
to leave them to themselves.
satisfaction of their resolution for a continuance in ways of
sin and debauchery, we deal with them as their enemies, and
labour to bring them unto punishment. And for our better
posture of things

season, which if

we cease not

to attempt their cure for

it

understanding of the nature of our sin and provocation, this
whole scheme of things is ascribed unto the Holy Ghost with
How he is said to be grieved, and on
respect unto them.
what occasion, hath been declared. Upon a continuance in
those ways wherewith he is grieved, he is said to be vexed

we may understand there is also anger and displeasure
towards us yet he forsakes us not, yet he takes not from
us the means of grace, and our recovery. But if we discover
an obstinacy in our ways, and an untreatable perverseness,
then he will cast us off, and deal with us no more for our
recovery and woe unto us, when he shall depart from us
So when the old world would not be brought to repentance
by the dispensation of the Spirit of Christ in the preaching

that

;

:

of Noah, 1 Pet.iii. 19, 20. God said thereon, that his Spirit
should give over, and not always 'contend with man;' Gen.
Now the cessation of the operatiojis of the Spirit tovi. 3.

wards men obstinate in ways of sin, after he hath been long
1. A subducgrieved and vexed, compriseth three things
either
totally,
grace,
by the
means
of
the
of
them
tion from
removal of their light and candlestick, all ways of the reveRev. ii. 5, or
lation of the mind and will of God unto them
as unto the efficacy of the word towards them, where the
:

;

outward dispensation of it is continued, *so that hearing
they shall hear, but not understand ;' Isa. vi. 9. John xii. 40.
For by the word it is that he strives with the souls and minds
of men. 2. A forbearance of all chastisement, out of a gra3. A giving
cious design to heal and recover them ; Isa. i. 6.
leaving
them
unto
or
their own
themselves,
unto
up
of them

ways

;

which although

it

seems only a consequent of the two
is there indeed in it

former, and to be included in them, yet
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a positive act of the anger and displeasure of God, which
directly influenceth the event of things, for they shall be so

given up unto their

own hearts'

lusts, as to

be bound in them

Rom.

as in 'chains of darkness' unto following- vengeance,

26. 28.

But

this is not all

enemy unto such

;

i.

he becomes at length a professed

obstinate sinners; Isa.

Ixiii. 10.

*

They

re-

he was turned to
be their enemy, and he fought against them.' This is the
length of his proceeding against obstinate sinners in this
world. And herein also, three things are included
1. He
comes upon them as an enemy to spoil them. This is the
first thing that an enemy doth, when he comes to fight
against any
he spoils them of what they have. Have such
persons had any light, or conviction, any gift, or spiritual
abilities, the Holy Spirit being now become their professed
enemy, he spoils them of it all
From him that hath not
belled and vexed his

Holy

Spirit, therefore

:

;

:

'

away, even that which he seemeth to have.'
Seeing he neither had nor used his gifts or talent unto any
saving end, being now at an open enmity with him who lent
it him, it shall be taken away.
2. He will come upon them
with spiritual judgments, smiting them with blindness of
mind, and obstinacy of will, filling them with folly, giddiness,
and madness, in their ways of sin, which sometimes shall
produce most doleful effects in themselves and others. 3. He
will cast them out of his territories
if they have been members of churches, he will order that they shall be cut off,
and cast out of them. 4. He frequently gives them in this
world a foretaste of that everlasting vengeance which is
prepared for them. Such are those horrors of conscience,
and other terrible effects of an utter desperation, which he
justly, righteously, and holily sends upon the minds and
souls of some of them.
And these things will he do, as to
demonstrate the greatness and holiness of his nature so
also that all may know what it is to despise his goodness,
kindness, and love.
And the consideration of these things belongs unto us.
It is our wisdom and duty to consider as well the ways and
degrees of the Spirit's departure from provoking sinners, as
those of his approach unto us, with love and grace.
These latter have been much considered by many as to
all his great works towards us, and that unto the great adshall be taken

;

;
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vantage and edification of those concerned in them. For
thence have they learned both their own state and condition,
as also what particular duties they were on all occasions to
apply themselves unto, as in part we have manifested before,
in our discourses about regeneration and sanctification.
And it is of no less concernment unto us to consider
aright the ways and degrees of his departure, which are expressed to give us that godly fear and reverence wherewith
we ought to consider and observe him. David on his sin
feared nothing more than that God would take his Holy

Spirit from

him

;

Psal.

li.

11.

And

the fear hereof, should

influence us into the utmost care and diligence against sin.

For although he should not utterly forsake
those

who

us,

which as to

are true believers is contrary to the tenor, pro-

mise, and grace, of the new covenant, yet he may so withdraw his presence from us, as that we may spend the remainder of our days in trouble, and our years in darkness
and sorrow. Let him,' therefore, thatthinketh he standeth,'
on this account also *take heed lest he fall.' And as for them
with whom he is, as it were, but in the entrance of his work
producing such effects in their minds, as being followed and
attended unto, might have a saving event, he may upon their
provocations, utterly forsake them in the way and by the
'

'

degrees before mentioned.

It is therefore the duty of all to
and trembling on this account. And,
Secondly, It is so, to take heed of the very entrances of
the course described.
Have there been such evils in any of
us, as wherein it is evident that the Spirit is grieved ? as we
love our souls we are to take care that we do not vex him by
a continuance in them. And if we do not diligently and
speedily recover ourselves from the first, the second will ensue. Hath he been grieved by our negligence in or of duties,
by our indulgence unto any lust, by compliance with, or conformity to, the world let not our continuance in so doing,
make it his vexation. Remember that whilst he is but
grieved, he continues to supply us with all due means for
our healing and recovery. He will do so also when he is yet
vexed. But he will do it with such a mixture of anger and
displeasure, as shall make us know, that what we have done,
is an evil thing and a bitter.
But have any proceeded farther, and continued long thus to vex him, and have refused

serve

him with

fear

;
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when accompanied, it may be, with sore afinward distresses that have been evident tokens
of his displeasure? let such souls rouse up themselves to lay
hold on him, for he is ready to depart, it may be for ever.
his instructions,

flictions, or

And,
Thirdli/,

We may do

well to consider much the miserable
who are thus utterly forsaken by him.
man who hath lived in a plentiful and flou-

condition of those

When we

see a

rishing condition, brought to extreme penury and want,

seeking his bread in rags from door to door, the spectacle is
sad, although we know, he brought this misery on himself by
profuseness or debauchery of life. But how sad is it to think
of a man, whom, it may be, we knew to have had a great light
and conviction, to have made an amiable profession, to have
been adorned with sundry useful spiritual gifts, and had in

now to be despoiled of all his ornaments, to have lost light, and life, and gifts, and profession, and to lie as a poor withered branch on the dunghill of
And the sadness hereof will be increased, when
the world
we shall consider, not only that the Spirit of God is departed
from him, but also is become his enemy, and fights against
estimation on this account,

!

him, whereby he

is

devoted unto irrecoverable ruin.

