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PEAGCE-OFFERINGS
‘ AN D ' :
LAMENTATIONS:.

. _BEING c .

The Tears of a Compun&ionated and

Compaffionate fpirit, (hed over the Pale and
Confumptive Face of Heart-fick ENGLAND, .

iffuing as from the bleeding Heartof a Son
over his l;nguiﬁling Mother, -

EXPREST

Ina LET T ER toaFriend.

&My Dear Friend,

) I F aFriend be born for Adverfity , being brought forth into the

World of Friendfhip, on purpoft to live,and breath like him-
felf in that Winter-feafon, when othersdye [ and either are not,
or elfe are unfavonry ] like to gaudy Flowers with the Summer of
Profpericy ; what may you promife your felf from me, who. -
avew my felf {operfeckly your Friend in this day of Publick and
Commoan Calamicy ! If Friendfhip be butas it were:inits Mino-
rity and Pupilage, whil’ ac Nusfe in a profperous day, them may.ic
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reafonably be expe@ed , toexert fome manly and yiiile expreffions

of its full Age, Growth and Strengeh, in the darkelt of advetfg,
Nights. Itis buc liccle chat Tam capsble of, bue. my Lave is not

litele [ norche lefs for wanting due exoreffive Capacitics ] having

hardly any other Sphéres to move i, fave thofeof Pray.r, and’Ex-7
hortation 3 and there only through the reflection of the healing

b.ams of the Sun of Righteoufnefs. Marvel not then, if my

Love in the Lord, like fire oven’d up ina narrow room , break out

in the more Aaming fervours of an-enkindled zealouinels , fec on

fire from Heiven, .

Chriften this Paperthen by the Name [ to which I hope its Na-
rure will anfwer ] of an _Antidote againit the prefent Flague , it
being an Alexipharmacum againit this Epidemical Peflilence ,
which marches like an' armed Man, trampling upon, and trium-
phing in the Spoils of Thoufands, Week after W eek, as if icmade
Mulick to it fe i of the Groans of gafping M=n and Women,
whibtt their Heare (trings crack, and burftwith che touches of its
dreadful hand ! |

Butwo is me, that the High way of my Difcourfe lies through
Golgotha ! what (hould 1be, but Feremiah rediviv'd, wirh mine
bead refolved into aFountan, and mine eyes turned into vivers of
tears, gufbirg out the imbistering [orrows of my Soul as through
FEloed-gates, never 1o be fhut y till the flaying of the Danghter of
onr People is over{! ® L }

Horror feizeth me,and Trembling pofizleth me, as if I was
plunged ina Gulph dugg in Aceldamabank’e with Magormizabib,
Could(t thou be more aftonifh’r, oh my Soul, or more painfully in
Travel , if myPen was carved of a Bone, fnatch’c out of the
Grave, and dipe in Blood, ink-hornd in an humane Skull !

~ Let me fhew you, if Ican-for my heart, orif your eyes drop
fiot out with weeping , to behold what the Plague is, then the
Caufes, then the Cure theréof, as alio aPrefervative there a-
gainfl, till the day of Healing {hall break and dawn upon us.
" If you would View this Leviathan, 1 cannot impaper you fo
lively a fhadof of .this' Death, as you. may fee in. a few Nights
walks; after thofe heaps of ‘Ca Kaffés carried to their Pits,, whofe
thpompous Fuierals are fadly Solemnizated with the Sighs and
Co QGroins

0an ] (5) if it bae to dye at

of thofe few lefrat home aliveyagif it were y
S,?:::n Aﬁaultgof the Generaliffimoof the King of Terrors; but
where a1l be fwept away, how fad is thatfilencc! chat:is a clofe
mourning indeed, o

all notdefine it ; yet give me leave to fhew you ies Nature
in iltghme,which is nZt mifcall’d , cither in its common Eagﬁ:
Plague, tor yet in its proper Name ?{ﬂ'l‘ﬂg;‘ out
one, and che other, whereof we may fpell m‘ﬁr? 19;. ok
The Hzbrew for Plagoe is 913 which properly fignifics a t rh s
ot a feourging, I3 is a general word , ard Ggm(;cs_ any bea-
vy ftroke of God. Y2 Percuflit ad moriem, vi(ls; ﬁ(zo o
unto Daath ¢ And the Greek word Tml'ﬂated fpeaks ¢ cﬂa.rl?c
Faglith, Tihi, atiripe or wound, 4 Bheew, Pereniis, (o flilke,
whonce Plaga,and thence out Englifh Plague. Every Plagl;xe fls
not the peftilence, butevery Pefiilence xsaPl;glxcGagd _mhay E o
called ; notonly becaufeirisa firoke, or wound, but \'::( ﬁank M=
phafis it may be fo phrafcd, as if no ftroke were fo mq; ; roke as
the Plasue, as we call it the Sicknefs; as if other Difea ;s vzcresa
Kind of Hezalth, compared thereto, and that alone lhcslcblue 5. So
then z Puagucis a froke from Heaven,which renders the Aow p:grc
deadly it “being the lifting up,and letting down oi an flme),:ﬂz_y
hand acsi~ a Peopls.  Let me aifo Englifh the He Tew ;_r eftis
fence, 7 (1) APeft, killing Men, ot prefent D.ﬂrgy 1on],l or.
D:ath.  The Caldee, and Sepruagint, without mo;@; o,hcs it
Deach, XNVI Jsre1 @, and Thoufards in Englan "T\ abrea-
fon to call it by that dreadful name,as if the Prophet were c;edy to
be expounded, f2ving, Fer.9 3L, Dearh is come B snko osr WinAOWL,.

Some de ive 1 { wao! d 4 €. (¢ bcCﬂu‘C; (theﬁx-
a T thl[ 11 Dlﬁ S Ofd sV )
8 deri R1¢ tom -} :

e s O-der fometimes, fpa_r'mg pone 1n | :
;ﬁr’cc; (l:rc ;Poo?; bot asit keeps Orderinone fenfe, flL b_rgaks Oéd;: ;n
man;t more. Ochars derive it froma word that xg!;u eg “-,i e ;‘; ;
bacyufe vait and populous Cities are made D:fares cheredy 5 _? u.d,:
it fionifics to overurn 00 properly, Muiti Pefte cveriuntur 3 :

Life and all bing overtutned with the firoke of thishand. - I find

icenqiirdand lefe unrefolved with an swcerium, eft, why the fame-
leecess in Hebrew,

i if onific alfo the Pe~:
which fignific awosd, 13 fignific.a oﬁilencc, )
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%llc!;ce, l;whxch made me, under correétion, to conjeure this fora
eafon, becaufe the Plague is the Voice of God when e
comes and yoes at his word; he fpeaks but the word :u:r’jJ 3ryﬁ a;d
ning the upquwc.r'd Arrow flies to its flaughrer g an:{ at hi:ivo% i
LEturns €o 1is Q\uWCI again. In the Greek, Far,riiriés and Pcﬂilv.,lt
;:s, f?\zgo;_, el Aotol, come from the fame Root, and bear :!?;
frr:ﬂc1 Luu in all Languages (1) Death,rooting out the Sons of men
from ;::SL:;:Y Ofr ‘;’5 szmg $ hand in Marthew, 3swellas in one of
Pocts, they are joined together, like Twins going hand i
to killand deftroy. Sometimes I find the Plague in Stc’riprurel?n?:rll!d
)Sng ;Iionz,Fand fometimes with its Fellow-Commitfioners fh;
word and Famine oneither hand, to ruinate :md‘ pare, And
Land 2 . notto |
fogcumes the Plague or Peftilence be mark’c with blacpli;’é\l?ad
:;ahfrsf’ and Yvnm:n_wuh more great and capital Letrers, then a!.:
ther Zme times it 18 found;foicis called a very grearPlaﬂt’xe Num
11. and wondertul Plagues, Dest. 28. a nojfom P:ﬂilegce"l’fal.
or1. oxi) nlvn D a Seffe contritomsm.  Itis agcmvaced’fomc'
r;]mcs ydﬂ.v.en times more Plagues, Levit 26. and fomerimes iti;
t Fc‘altlne without number, by Al my Plagses,Exad.o. fometimes
;tf:‘s:: t;:i;lwnh xPe;fxall:_tokcns on its bofom, being called Peflifence
anner of Egypt, Amos 4.10. But the fmall
ers thereof do decipher Sin, and imapri el Charadt
f de ; mprint Soirow where the
Ei?:::’:lh;;h ﬂrokf:h'ofd our pro- oked Father, lecus all wriceiviizn;:.
ars on the doors of our heates, thur up agai i
il ce its, p agzinf fin, a
open’d wich ftrong cryes, and fervenc 1‘upplicatioa;xs Lvlrd’b -
mercy HP?” 15, ’ v
Have you not by this time feenen i
fe ough [ if the Lor
)ffgii;oo nfxuc:j,whatéhe Plagueis? Is it not high time [gp‘[icnagetih:g
g of this overflowi if i
i up:p owing fcourge , if it may poffibly be, to ftop
And who will not conclude, thatiti
' X t1s not more fure that there i
:hzl;)gclz; ‘m Eng?la;:,tgcn cha{t England’s Sin hath infe&ed Herlxitl;
ilence? Thy Sicknefs, O England, isbred o
! ut of th
Clorrupuon, thou haft caught the Plague of thy felf. That };s 0(71:
P aguhe of ourHoufes, came from the Plague of our hearts, W,hat-
ever hand firft brought it, Gods hand fencic 5 and our fins have fenc

for it, crying aloud in the ears of his Jealoufie , dill his Dif= -

pleafure
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- pleafure awaken'din Judgment; and found us out,and fin lyingat

our- doors.

‘And you may read the Commonnefsof Sin, in the Common-
nefs of the Calamity; and thatSin fpread Generally, in that the
Sicknefs (preads Epidemically. More indeed have fallen into Sin,
than have fallen by the Plagus; fetus yet living, lay to heart that
faying of ‘out Lord, Luke 13.4,5.00 thofe Eight perlons upon whom
the Tower of Sils fell,and {lew them, 7. bink_ ye that they were
finners above all men that dwels in Jetufalem ? Teell ye Nay shut
exccept ye repent y ye foall 4l likewsfe perifh. Thou haft not hid
thy Sin, O England, neither doth God hide. his Judgments. Thou
hatt inned openly, and God rebukes thee openly; heftrikes thee
notin fecret ; chou may'it tun and read; or racher lie down and feel
his Difpleaiure.

1 do not undertake hereto derermine for what finswe thus fmart;
1 much rather with, that every onc would fearch his own beart,and
ery his own wayes, ard finding the fins cf_his Soul, cty out, Hine
ille Lachryma, 1have found thee, O min: Enemy, in mine own
bofom ; and (o tutn again unto the Lord before it be too late, be-
{ore fentence pafs againit us from Heaven irreverfbly. God he
beft knows,and 1 pray God fhew cvery one his fin, whatever ic be,
that he- may [in no more , et & warfe thing -comt usto him.

Yet I cannot but remember, having fo lately read the Caufes of
great Plagues of Old, if in Scripturethey be rightly Recorded,and
if that Record from Heaven b true, which fome perhaps who may
have the heare, yet have not the face to queltion. .

Firff, The firft that comes into remembrance, is that of the
Egypians s againft whom-God fought withan Hoft of Plagues ,
marching under Ten Colours.” They were overcrepe with Frozgs,

like ro bz eat.upwith Lice, fwarming with Flies , rotting with the

Murrain, ulcering with Boyles and Blain :, plagued with the Pefti-
lence, Death fhowr’d upon them witil Hail mingled wich Fice,
they were ready to be fwallowed up with Lot¢ufts, Darknefs as the
fhadesof Death, midnighted them, they were flain ‘in their Firfls
born ; and ail upon this nio.‘Contro'verﬁp(if Mofes be but 2
credible Author ) whether poc: Ifrael thould go fice, and wor-
fhip God, ashe had appointed them, or no ¢ and though their Jea-

/B, 38 loufie
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loufie (that Jfrael-bane ) fcandal’d them againft them, as againt:

a People who, they faid, wonld join with their Enemies, mifcalling
them an idle Pesple: Yer Godat laft,after an hot Difpute, con-
clided againft the c £ gyprians,and had his will of them,and wroughe
Ifracls deliverance from cheirimbondaging Yoke our of the fire,

or rather out of the water: ‘Andtheré wasno end of their Plagues,

1ill Gods people wetefetfree ; when that was promifed to be done

atany time, God madea Ceflation 3 but upon the renewing of cheir

Affliétion, God renewed their Plagues,

Secondly , 1hind thePlague bred ac another time by an evif Re-
port brought upon the good Land, Numb.14.37. Thofe wha broughs
it #p, dved of the Plague before the Lord, God will not bearit,
that men thould difparage a Land which he had recommended ; and
difcourage his Peoples entrance into Canaan, when he had fo frecly
given, andfaithfully fetled it on them by promilfe. .

* Thirdly,Ifind the Plague the iffue of Fornication both Corpora!
and Spiritual, begot by unlawful Contra&s of Women and Idots.
It isthe Bratt of Whoredems, legitimated fo far by the Juflice of
God, a5 to eat up and devour Adulterers, Numb. 31. 16, when
they commisted folly with frange Women ) and then with their gods
31 the marter of Peor, there was a Plagus amengft the Congre-
gation of the Lord. 2 Chron, 21, Ferobeam made bigh places 1
the Mountains of Fadab, and canfed the Inhabitants of Ferufalem
to comm$ fornication, and compel’d Fadab. Behold with a’greas .
Plague'wilt the Lord [mite the people , ver. 14. fo faith that woful
Commination, bound with the Oath of God himfelf, Ezek, 33.
Ye lift up your hands towards Idols, and [bed blood, snd’ and npon
70 v Swordy avd defile every one his  Neighbonrs wife ;" as Hive,
faish the Lord,they (ball fall by she Swords and they ‘thar be in
the Forts and Caves , fhall dye of the Pefilence. Which invifibls
Enemy, not to be [een till felt, can fack Cafiles, fcale Walls, force
Guards, and{light the fironget holds in the World,

Feurthly,1 find all Sinindifcriminatedly the feminary of Plagues;
Read and tremble, Fer.21. 9, 12. The beft way to keepwhole, is
faithfully to endeavour to keep the whole Lawof God 3 the breach
of any of Gods Laws contumacioufly perfifted in, may make a
breach for the Plague to come in at, to quarter with a people, till it

give
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ive oquattet s which the Lord acquaintsus wich without
;D’l:reé\\t)?: n;)‘:m?z& ;S,,s 9. If theuwilt nos ebferve to do all zhed mrdlf
of this ;,uw, &c. then the Lord will .makg thy Plagues won grflud,
ard the Plagues of thy feeds ard of leng conpinnance, BZ SQ k,
vpon the reckoning aforefaid, hereis Judgment entailed, an ‘;d;
refs made hereditary,  Dest, 28.14,15,21. T/gau/bal;;at g0 “:be
om the words whichl command thee,to the r.xgbt hand, o;] taG "
lefes if thow wilt wor bearken to the woycs of the Lord thy Gody
to t;'o 2ll Fis Commandmentsy the Lord will makge rbe Peftilence t‘/i
cleave to thee, till he bve oonfumed thee: And believe me, lltlywﬂ"
be hard fhaking it off, when God makesit cleaveon 3 andit falls o t
very fadly, when nothing willuncleave it but theduft of the g.ril\‘r; H
it is 2 woful falling off, when there is nothing left to fall on: F9.1:
killine word threatens them more fermld:bly,:han_:h: blaze o }
Comet, Till 1 confume thee. And whowillretain the ;aér_)e o
Chrittian, and not confefs that he owes as compleat an obe 1emiz
to the Lav under the MiniGtry of Chri@t now, as they did, _ori_c(:'ur
doto thatof Mofes then? Andif anyman fha'l (hew himfel ‘ lof
much a Son of Folly,and a Father of Dreams, as to flatcer him :;.I
«ith a vain conceit, that he may make bold with Jefus, becaufe he
s fo merciful an High Prief}, and thence prefume to flumble, or trip
on the lef hand of Prophanation, or on the right hand of Sbuper-
fition. let him fufficiently be correéted by the rosh pfghc Hebrgws,
ver.8, 29. He thas defpifed Mofes his Law, dyed without smercy
of bow mnch forer punifpment [hall he be thoughe worthy of 5 whe
bath trodden under foot the Son .af Ga{i ? &c. thc_h,how well.
can 2 man do more, than by defpifing his Law, aswas fax»clvbe‘fore of
Mifes ? ot which is worfe, if worfe can be, by defpifing and cramp-
fingupon the Law-giver, as i hie was either unwife , unfaxgl}fu{, of
un;uthoxiz’d in his own houfe (as Mofes couf"e(fedly_was ot )a'nd
fo muft be fupply’d by others, though compar d to hlm,:h,c Wife~
rmans wifdom is conceited folly s his Fidelicy, beteér nam’d Infi-
delity ; 4nd his Facherhood, but asan Infant of yeflerday.

"To pals by thie reft, T-(lalk conélude, thac Lots wife flands not 2
plainer not a firrvfer pitfarto warn Pofierity by,thian doth this Trath
inSacred Writ, That incorrigiblenefs in j{n will makethe Plagne
incorrigible, thas s, incurable. If men defpife Gods wayes of h;::i-

2 2
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ing; God will mock-at theirs,and laugh all their Antidotes to feorn:

Heark-how-God thur.ders from Heaven, how-his-Anger burns, how -

his Fury {mokes, in Por.20.19520. 1 will. perfecute them with Fas
mine, Sword and Peftilence, besanfe they bave nor bearkned 1o the
words | [ent them by my [irvants the Prophets, &c. But they
woutd not, Jer. 14.10,12. They have loved to wander, and have
not refiained their free 3 when they foft, L will o heary bar wil
confume them by the Famire, Sword and Peflilence. 1f men will
not refrain their feet from-the evikof fin, God wi.l not refrain his
hand from the evil of punifthment, L:v.26..21,23,28. God will

walk.as contrarily to men, as they can walk tohim ; and more, if~

they will not do Gods Will, they thall not have their own ; to the
froward, he wilithew himfelf froward ;.and to the impenitene, ke

will notrepen of his fury s .but hath in flore f-ven Plagncs move, |

and punifhments feven times more.  He will make the out heare
of man-ake or break, and will make men weary of -their fins, or of
their plagues and punifhments, Who can.overlook that remark=
able place, the fifth Chaprer of. Ifaiah, from the Sthverfe, to the
26¢h, where this Truth ftreams ina full Current!there is Wo enough
poured our (if the Flood-gates of Heaven can let out enough,

thrown open by a mighty incens®chand) upon thofe who call evil -

good, andgoodevil; who bafmear the face of Holinefs -with re-
proach, and paintthat of Propharation, if not with fair, yer wich:
paffable Co'ours ; -putring bitter for fweet, and fweet for biteer ;
mifwriting Gall on Veflels of Honey,and Honey on Bladders of.
Gall; calling Trafh and Teumpery Bread , and Bread Husks ; cai-
ling the (nuffsof greale Lamps light, and che fhinings of. the Sun-.
heams darknefs ; asif aman-could not be too bad, if- he bz not.
good 3 mor eafily an offender of men, who will break but enough of:
the Laws of. God; and who take away the- vightesnfnefs of the:
righteows from him , which they can never do before.the Lord,:
though they may do it before men ; irmaybe fnatch’e away in the:
rewardsthereof.- inghis World, but their works will follow them-in
that which isto tome, and chey fhall be rewarded accotdingly. - Jutt
thus was our Lord.and Ma@er ferved 5 Barrabas wasreleafed, and:
Jefus, that juft and good, and bleffed one was condemned,  All his.
good Deeds, all his Righteoufnefs kepthim not from: being num-.
) “bred-:

bred amonght Tranfgreflors.

U ——_

(1)
Daniels: .unblanxeablenefs_fe_nvgd.n_o:<

is Ri as {o hat he was condemin-

! his Righteoulnefs was lo took away,thit he w: n
glzigetéuarr(‘:’riminazl’, though no fault couldbe found in him, fave 1n

i which wilful miftake,you may behold
the matter of . his God. ForugS:; D amphS » She el geance

 intheaforefid place , how Jul d difplay'd Colours, threatning

ich ifht Sword, an z
marches with brandil s Anger 4 0t turned away,bur bis

jords, For all this A ]
l;-iu:;Sexgc]?::fh,:d Znﬂﬂill. ’JE meén have not done, neu}ler \;xll
God have done ; if they will have she other Cup of Sin, they
moft have the other Cup of Sorrow, thougti the dreggs came
° ’ll"tbus you fee. what Cockatrice Eggz brfld t[k:: _(:efgrs[c_lrgint :‘5
fo much flung. Ifrael to deat ti ¢ 3 a
3xlgy’t}[12:;wi(:hall rcmemb%r:hu thefe things were wrien for our
Learning. )
Mgthinks by thi
ing pained,if not
lizs weeping for [o many 0
éwfﬂﬂ[x:l:kxg: ?!rtfllf:};ly Remedies, left you fofe the Remcddy in the
Crowd, and refufe all, not knowing which to choofe jand in fearch
of the beft, fix an none.. And fince finfira fir per plara,. quod
fieri potest p’er paucioray One.C atholicon, prefcribed by the grear
‘Phyfitian, and Healing by the experience of all Ages, r;myhfansﬁ;
without ﬁxcepdon or Perurbation.  Th None-fuc 3 then ’}?
Exglard thine All-heal that can nevet fail thee,gxcepet ou fail thy
%If therein , is in one WOX

R EePENTANCE

P . . " e 2 ﬂ?‘)’om)‘
WLt go dewn beartily? Wil yo# tahe it or w0 i fary
e gziv'::’}al(g refafe not fo wholfom 4 Remedy. .

’ ecel Tliow, déiar Land of. my:
may’ notbgdcc:1ved [ Thow, déar Land of. my:
Vativi € itk fait Prefcripri- -
Aativity] and that thou pleafe not thy felf wich faif Prefcrip
o,n:,’;}tlljfgul .and inoperative Liquors { exgept .to Intoxtcation ).

leraSonof bowels, though abject,ilise sheewich 41510 Bis e)::d}

ime. you impatiently call for a.Cure,,b:-
Sfagiuinvyat delfy, whil'it England like Rachel,
tp her Children,and will not be comforted,

~But th# thdﬁ
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and with an heart bleeding with thee, and for thee, that 'the Elxar
Ifpeakof, is to be had nowhere buc from the Laboritory of Hea-
ven, Itwill never be found amongft the (ubtle medlies, and pre-
fumptuous mixcures, and deadly, though enriching experiments of
whatfoever Mountebanks , though gilded with the moft flatcering
“Fitles and Pretentions thac ever the Serpent ufed himfelf, or com-
municated to his Penfieners, as the Malter-piece of Juggleifm. So
faid Ephraim, Turn thon me | and 1 [hall be tarred; 1o faid the
Spoufe, Draw me,and I will run after thee ; and fo faid God him-
felf, 1 will take away the heart of [ose, and give thee an heart
of flefh : From wholehand the A&s of the Apottles receive their
Coronation, imbellifh’t with chis Jewel, enrich’c with ‘this Grant
of Repentance wnto Life, Chap.11.18, whoasthe Apoftle tells us,
2 Tim.».25. gives Repentance. Give, O Father of Mercies, this
one bleffing of Repentance unto £ugland ; and in that Box of pre-
cicus Oyntment thou prefenteft us our heali-g, and our fo-
veraign Cure. :

But yet left Deceit thould Turk under Generals, and thar thou
may’lt parcicularly know the balm of Gilead, youmayb: enfurd
that you ate righr,

Fi+f} , If your Repentance be true and legitimate, not fpurious
and aduleérate.  Counterfeir Antidc tes may defude the Patient, a-
bufe his hopes, trifle away a critical hour,leave Nature to faint in an
unrelieved lapguifhment, and perhaps may fet the few drops of the
remaining Oyl in the Lamp of life, all into their [aft bl:ze, but mi-
nifter nothing to “recovery but an helplefsdefperation. . So, fure
1am, counterfeit Repentance belps not, heals not, profits not, un-
lefs deluforily,and in a Dream,Calenturing only the he-d: of men,
and foingulphing them in the Sea, inftead of walking themin green
and pleafant Fields. It catches men outof the botromlefs Pic with
as hopelefs Threads as thofe of a Spiders Webb,forry fupports upon
which to hang the weight of Eternity, and of immortal Souls. It
{avitheth away the moft improveable Treafures of an hour of grace,
Ieaving fin in poffeflion after all its Leafes of EjeQioh, on which
condition none ate refufedthe broad or privySeal of Hell by the
Prince of Darknefs. Ichighly provokes God to Jealoufie, who
will not be mockt above all things, nor lecany Coyn pafsfor cur-

rent

LS .
rent with him, whicli is viot impreftwith big own Roya .ﬁam? lar_:
image. A fotgety in the conveyances of ani eternal Eftate; plea-
}g;":b'ohe fo much as the Devil, wrhol kntf)ws [hl;!t th: c:;::%i ml
i ; i 'Child cf wrathmore tha 5
is thereby made feven times the e e e
and that thz Houfc thus fwepr, isonly made the mote ready o cn

ertain hiny, with feven more uncléan fpirits wit ; 0
;eer:ax&ngg"ls:OE Hell wichin the more fccurclyandugfufgeé}:‘z’(kl‘ .
ly Ends:r the well-painted Signs of Repentance hung fairly in fight
b
wug(:;:i('tru“ Repentance may undec:ivingl% agd um?ifcmy;;g‘lzy
j £byi 1 fefs of the heart of manchére-
be judged of;by its having more ot heart of man<heie”
in; i heart be init, it is thengood’, an
i?)x;ﬁrlirfa;ilt on;;‘ none of one:s"nearc be :hercfm, m;lh:x:s,g:ﬁ [fgé
i ing Salr, it will notfomuch a :
jult nothing ; as unfavoury Salt, O e Engiand )
dunghi hen my heart on thy beha 10
gig‘(’,hé:, Lhalzev[o;me of lylcaven , Oh that there were fuch an heart .
i thee Repentanceis ble, if itbe complearand .
“condly. Thy Repentance is warrantabi€, 1 nd
[{ lf. :smu i];pyefgtibeg in the Difpenfatory of Heaven, the Scnpd.
t:re,s of Tiuth; compoundedat leatt of hurlr_u!lauofn olf ft[;nrxtt, az;t
F i i in thz Gmplicity of thy heatt , of-
of reformationof life,and thacint plcity of by ekt e
i1e deficiency reprobates it 5 and all thiselabor _
;Igi‘tgi;g%ray:;,yand of fupphcanon,j‘er.;r.rs,x 9520, Ift:r. 1. Ihsé-f
P{ 17,18,19.. Dan.g. from the s+h verfe to the 21 W ercht !
'Ii',e&?i,onzxs deep, the application muftbz fo foveraign, as to coalc.
??’(‘, v of thofe dc"cps, and to eradicate -and extirpate 1, of elfe 1‘: ‘
lF*l;{m one place or orher obfinately maintain fome of 1ts ﬁronfi
mld‘s acainitthe life of man. = Sin invenoms-;lt_\e verzhhc;r;;n:‘?“
if Repe rea “thithef, it doth nothingy theFeountain:.
if Repenrance Teach not thither, h norhtng ¢t B
2 fed, or elfg the freams be tin&ured all:invaia.
:mir{:lt; fg?ialnabour to walh the Blackamoor, as only to wafh ll:h(:-
‘n?outhy or face, and wipe the lips 5 .make clean workas yougo, he :
h fire catch hold on the remainis of the fubble,and prove toohot -
E’o: on.  Sinis (trangely differhinate; nd litele Nerele {priggs, ot
‘R‘oZKIc.tS of "Thorns will fpring fofat, ;:r: fgri;:tf?hﬁamﬁ;uiu :‘g :
Leven will fermentfo foon, nor 1ncor e whole lunp
like Sin it muft therefore be plucke allup, left what 1s ‘ ngc‘l..;
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and piercé thy Soukto death ; and purgedall out, left the fitile be-

hindbe too much to leven,and fowre the whole. You muft put-
off ‘the -old man, or youare a dead man; without Reformation;,

you mifcall any thing you call Repentance, To fin anew, is to
abett old fins, not to repent of them ;f it do repent of any thing,
it is only of  Repentance 3 itis not muchina fit to make a vomi-
tingup of fin,and with the Dog, to lick up the fame Vomir azain
whenthe qualm isover.. 1f finlive, you will dye. 'If fin be your
Soveraign, you are no Subje& of Repentance. Wichout a new life,
there is no amendment ; all is rather worfe andworfe, Andyour
Repenrance, as it muft be very general,fo it muft be very particular,
of all fin,andof every fin; bacaufz every fin is fo venemous, that
it may prove deadlyinthe extreameft corner of thy hearr, He is
far fron1 whole, who hath but one or two weundsin twenty cured 5
and they it may be but fuperficially, and meetly skin’d over neither,

Dzach can‘fiod jts way in at one breach, and take its fill of fpoils.
Beis Iitule the beteer for his Medicine, whofe pain is only chafed
from the feet to the'hands , from the hands to the head, whedce it

may fhoot as deadiy Acrows , andit may be more point-black to

the heare chan before ; it is lictle the near that the pain is cn foot,

- fo long asit keeps fo {ure-footing in the man. The léaviag of

one fin, and taking of another, is bu leaving one tokeep the reft
the clofer ; and thofe rerained, maybeas neara way to Hell asthe
other; and may fufficiently arm vengeance againft a man both in
this werld, and in that which is.to come.  To reform one day, and
fin another, is to be well only, asfome feem to be in-Fzavers, till

_ the return of the next Fit,and then they bz as bad, or worie than

before, Repent of allfin, and then i- is fin you repent of 5 if all
fin be forfaken, then thou may’@t bz fure thac Chrift hath , or elle
will make thee whole. ’ '
Thirdly , Ttought to be univerfal. -National Sins, call for Na-
idemical Diltempers, call for proportio-
nable Remedies, When the whole Houf® is on fire, 1t is a poor Jow
affiftance to quench only a Threfhold, When the whole man is
fick, it is a-faint, lifelefs application to cure only a jointor two.
sSome Diftempers are too far diffeminated tobe cured by Topicks ;
where abl have finned, all muf repent that mean to bz l‘avedl.{ The
epen-

pentance of s few, though it may do much in the cafeof the Peni-
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¢ it may fignifie bue an omicros 0 aNation laden
;i?{:siﬁgii?;.u"’[yl:m who?e Nineweh beingin the black I}\ll,ﬁrﬁ by
the fpots of - their own fin, and then by the tokens of Gods wraktlh
mark't unto death , they generally drunk of this Antidote 3 tne
Cupof Repentance went round, and fo they drunk their own
healch 3 though it were bitter to the flefh , they food no}: :u{)q:
that in cafe of life and death, Joras 3. from the fifth ..zo thg end.
Let cyery one_tarn from tb( evil of _Im way, qnd ﬁpm.t e «uéu-
Jnce that 5 in bis band, faiththe Kipg of Nixiveb, itting un ;.:
a Canopy of Sackcloth pouder®d with Afhes, Lerall thofg_ »1) 0
hate to be reformed, and will not repent, faying co the Lor . le-t
part from uiy We defire nos the kyewledge of thy Law; © e
them have a care that the Llcers of their hearts do pot ga}rl:;,r‘eianﬂ
and thatthe Lord be not a}:vakened to cut them off, as he dot
ds week after week,
Th;:ﬁ?blyvj 1¢ (houldbe timely : W hy comzs the Do&otrl, vz'.hey
the poor Pati:ntis dead ? What need of water, when the hou E is
in Afhes ? how heartlc{s are thofe hands who are building their
Wall,when the Sea hath already broken in, and is much likelier 13
{weep them away at cheir work, than they are to check its fury, and
foaming rage ? Principits obsta,Was {eafonable counfel. P_r«:vcx:\[-t ,
mivesfandbprcfervadves,is wile mans Phyﬁck. _Dzlay 1s mo
dangerous, poor Forty dayes thereof had given Ninev:h upa pile_y
to utter deftrudion.  As Nature is fometimes fo far fpentt st
there is no room for Remedy,fo Graceis fometimes foill t.remt’.) .
chacthe Sun of thatday fes, and then poor Souls have miferal 15
benighted themfetves. In fuch a black and dark hour l:)ur Lor
could tell Ferufalem in teats, O Fernfalem, Ferufalem, mz often
wonld 1 have gathered thee, &c? bt thon woaldeft oty [Zt wow
( oh now, this Tad and woful, and too too late now ) beke }m'“;)
houfe is left unto you defolate. They [pall feek, me cearly s Jast
the Lord , and {Fall wat find. me 5 1 will langh at their calamit),
nd mock, when their fear comes, Prov.1. Therelsa Dly;aﬁ Iii.vc-;
ning, a Sun-fecrather, when Naah,.‘,Dach and- Fob, can cS w;r
acicher Son nor Daughter, fave their own Souls, ‘Leagno (Qw {?5’1){
of the Stork,and of the Swauow,cthy time of returning, whil
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mercy and thy mifery beio their {pring; letif the Tide of mercy.

ebbz away ftom thee, the floodsof Juftice overflow thee. Send,
O Lord, fuch ready Miniers,asha@ined lingrinz Lor out of Sedom,

to (pead finners ouc of the wayes of fin and death, into the paths.

of repentance and life. How fadis it witha poor Wrerch, whofe
pain forceth him to cry out, Geod Dottor, will nething helpme, wo-
thing eafe m:? I wonld gladly drink_away my pain in the bits
terest potions I would endure Bleeding, Blistering, Cupping, any
thing in exchange of my pain 3 and after all, meecs but chis drop
of cold comfort, /¢t is too late now o fav: my own life, I cannot
Jave yours 5 you [hould have fent before , Death will row be your
Phyfitian, and_your Phyfick_tor. But howinfinitely more fad isit,
when Chrift with all hisbowels, and nntwichitanding all his blood,.
and alt his skill and abilicy to(ave, and all his fulae(s of grace, (haltt
give over a finner, or a Ferafalem as loft and gone, for having lott:
their feafon, their day of grace,

Fifihly, Let Repentance: be contimal, atleaftdill there is no-
more tobe repented of, A meer fit of Repentance will go over
wich as vain a deliverance , as one or two untimely , and fruiilefs
pangs of a Woman, Relapfes are dangerous : To fin-agiin-as.
foon as ever the Rood is gone,isto fend for it again with a witnefs ;.
he that is weary of Repentance, will.repent that wearinefs, He
that tireth in well-doin 2, however he begun, is like to malte a bxd.
end, Irisinvain to faft from fin onz duy, to take your fiff of it
another ; it can be to no good purpofe to vomicup a liscle fin,
when {mictenon the breaft from Heaven with judgment, only to.
make more way to drinkin iniquity, as the Oxe drinks in water,
and perhaps mote greedily ( for the Oxe, and tne Afs oo, know-

when they have enough J when the froke and pain bz over. How .

black are thofe brighc likehouts, which are but lightnings before:
death; wheredeath doth but fport a lictle with life before be prey.
thereon ? how blacker are thofe beginnings of Repentance that
endin finning,I {hould fay in- dying,which are bat leapings up from
Hell-to found the depth of the bottomtefs Pit ? Proceed thenfrom:

ood to berter, tifl thon: beeft, wath Chrit, which is beft of all;

2t if thou groweftevil again, thy latcer end be worfe than thy be-.
ginning.. ‘

And
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Andif this Astidote (1) fucha Repentance, fo true, fo com-
feat, fo univetfal, fo rithely, fo progrefiive,do nonif takenaright

by Gods grace, cure thee, O Englwid, 1 dare be fick; and
e for thee, and receiveall thy Arrows, till there be no place
1efc whereon to wound me; till death be even glutted with
devouring me ; and 1 indulge my perfwafion this confidence, be-
ing nourifhc by cosfiderations which will bear it up,and bear

it out; and thofe from
Facher.
God the< Son,

Meditations of € Penitents. Spiric.

Repentance.

The honour of God s his Ctown Jewel, the tendere(t applg of his
Eye ; and Penitents are made very conlcious thereof, defiring not
that the moft High (hould give his glory to anothzr, adoring his
grace lof refufing to take it in their confufion, and ehoofing to re-
ceive it in their converfion ; wherefore heating his voyce , they
lay it to heart, and give glory to his Name, crying Holy,Holy,Ho-
ly, both to Father, Son and Spiric.

Firft, They glorifie God the Father, which was the work of his
Ginlefs Son when in the World ; and that,

1. In his Soveraignty , to which they bring theit Tribute, and

pay their Homage , as moft due, weeping out in cosfeffive
Tears, that he wounds , and that he alone can heal; he kills,
and nonebut he can make alive ; and for their lives they dare
not go to any other, and not to him; finding that though
their deftru@tion be of themfelves , yet their falvarion is op-
ly of the Lord, to whom they come, proftrating their faces

on the ground , and in the duft, knowing, that if he fpenky

the word, it is done, they fhall be made whole. If be bur

command defiverance , it will run, fisfien, sudfland fi& and

fure, If mercybutfay Iwill (O England ) be thou whole, st
h

is wel

C:2 -2, Peni-




2. Penitents heatts fet tootheir hands in fubferipei -
Jutkice and I_{ighteaurnefs of God, who will bz juﬁ'\ﬁi[d?\?v h?; tll::
Judgeth , whereforethey fweetly weep out in confort toth e voyce
of the Rod, W2 have finned-, whas (ball we do-wnto thee, O 3,,,,,
preferver of men! Tcis 2 Soveraignty appendant to the Crown of
a F{[he't to give thofe refrattoty Children correion, who rebelted
again(t intrution they confefs upon their knees, thac their Fa-
thers wildom condus, and his bofom (out of which be fnatcheth
his roddy hand ) moderates, and that his bowels mitigate ever
blow,and therefore ic-is that every Twigis not turned into 2 Scory-
ion; and that the Scourge ftings not them to ceath atevery blow

whil’ft he deals wich them not atter their (ins, nor rewards them af-
ter their iniquities.

We are as Clay ( cry out the cleavings of their he
the coaning furrows of the Rod ) marr’d in the hands o?r:i:?ﬁf
ter, who might as well have dafh’c us in pieces, and thrown us to
the Dunghil , as have new moulded us in judgnent , to fitusfor
our Mafters ufe in mercy. To this cune wiep’c out David his pe-
nitential ftrains, Plal.s1. Againft thee, thee enly have I finned
&c. Though he {inned againft Urizh, and his wifz (asthe Pro-
phet caughthimin his confeilion againft himfelf, in that he was the:
man that took away the poor mans Ews lamb) yet it being Gods
Commandment he broke , hisLaw hzviolated , he forgot all o-
thers, to remember that he had finned againit the Lord. Itis the
penitent hearr, whoin his Lamentations of a finoer, fayes plain:
lieft, and fighs fweetlicit, Holy and true.art then.O Lord, juft and
:-}xlgbream are al{ thy works, and equal are all thy wayes Whilik

e murmuring Impenitent muttes out Wha ,
ey fmhg s ¢t have L done? Why.

3, Penitent Souls magnifie ,. by hoping in Gods merc in2
out in the fame breath , To s belongs cznfu fan , bt t); ,:bf?ll;:?
fongs mersy; wherefore though he killeth them , yet they dare

not but to truft in him,plowing up the fallow ground of their hearts,.

1o fowe the precious feed of their tearsin hope, rending theit
hearts, chat grace may mend them with new ones, furning Tto, the
T.ord, becaule he is gracious, there being mercy with him that be.
sy befeared 5 faying with the Prophet, ko knows, bat God may

) be
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be entreatedy and resHrn and repent

, and leave 4 bleffirg behind

bim? Joel 2.13,14. AS if they could tell that God would trn

er that they perifh not, becaufe nobody can tell

from his fierce ang

nothing to the contrary in the prefence of grace, the heights, and
breadths, and depths, and lengths wheréof, quicken eheir hope a-
gaintt hope, a8 Sarabs heart was impregnated with hope when

her womb was dead. .
Penitent Souls fubfcribe to the Trath of God (at

{eaft in hope) impre(fing and warranting thofe, and fuch like words
of Truth.. Return #nto w3 and 1 will vetnrn #nto Jou Mal.3.7.
Draw 1igh Bu0 ™My and I will draw nigh wnto yo# > James 4.
\Vhen :hey fet forwasd to mect the Lord enthron’d on his Mercy-
fear, kilfing his Seepter. engraven all with promifes ; beginning
alfo to believe , that Curfes againft finners be noe gone out of
Gods mouth in vain, and that in the end they will not prove Rat-
tles for fools to fport with, who makea mock of fin, kecping that
May-gane all the year long. They begin to know that fin will be
the Tuine of the impanitent and thae the Soul that fins without re-
pentance {hall dye, brcaufe the mouth of Truth himfelf hath {po-
ken it. Belicving the truth of the deadly Threats and dreadful
Cominations (as alfo of the rich and precious promifes ) they
flart up to outrun them by Repentance , fying into thearms of

mercy, unto the breafls of love,which milk themfelves out through
the bleedings of Jefus,

and fo they fall down at the footflool of
grace, ull life , and love from the Father of

of bowzls taks them
up,and fer them down Sons among the heics of grace through Je-
fus Chrift.

They begin to efpie a beauty inHolinefs, and 2 loath-

fomnefs and leprofie in fithy which wasonce viiled to them by the.
deceitfulnzfs of fin, 20d chrough the blindnE(s of their own hearts'
curtain’d by the wilie crafts of Saran. Theirbzloved finsare ha-'
ted, their Miftrefles are mattered,their right hands are cutting off,
as finifter and lefcones ; their right eyes are plucking out, which
look to Hell-ward, that they may clearly difcern the parrow way.
that leads to Heaven. They beoia to be fick at hearr,c0 fee them-

felves in the mirror of the La?rv, adorning themfelves afcer the
drefs of the Gorpel, wafhing, thatt

hey may be clean through the
blood:




blood (=)

ood of the New Teflament, tefolvi

: ] olving to be h

;sf;c‘;r }?:tehf;: |:h!c1§:y; aréd not to five | %xe;pt ht:otl r'o;l::lfﬂllz‘;:
13 and never o love themfelves, 3

Son live H A mfelves, tifl the

man | ormed in chem, after the image of himthat cre?:cvc\i'

Whence may I not conclude,Th i '

1 3 clude,Thac he thacin Juftice .
:;hgisé&mour him, will in mercy heal th{)u(elwaog?\is f>tll;:n
Lol N, ]rlnz s which he hath caufed to be remembred for ever by

ges he hath done, and given, and forgiven fot the erZ

thereof 7 wherefore th i i
hereof % amherclore :ulc:ael:;f will thus hondor Penitents , who

Secondly , In 1 2 e It
Sonalre ; r;d :h;:ud with the Father poor Penitents honour the

. Neceffity
112 < Sutublenefs > of and in him
Sufficiency ’

1. Ttischs fick, broken-wounded, dead in thei
X ead in their own fig
ta‘::lutulie@ :’igl-xc;:i[) cwho{ ﬁl:ld adnecef’ﬂry of Chrit ;h: gﬁ‘ a(,fg
e uers of blood will overtake the d de
them, uhlefs fan&uary’d in hi h F Shie o fove e
e e ha ety beartgl’ who alone is able to fave ; it is
2l ut b Yy #hat [ball we do to b

f:dl.n?zll'condemnauon in th:m,fclves, thowgh mmae ‘:a t;rjr’:z:’bd)
xhisl(;ilen:/}o?é‘:;d Y::q::ccal_l :othingba’ltﬁ, but what is ;;
! K H wing neither hel
E?%i ia‘rgxfl;;tan :nderéakc them s that tbey? ;(:rl:[gptc; é:::nr::y[h;

2 cm n [ i .
b find ther of , an muft damn and peiifh except he feek and

2. Penitent Souls find a futablenefs in Chrift, asif he
‘glled and fealed, and feat on purpofe for thcn;,;sofr h;vcl:d bceg
; E?iw;y wl;g:rcx! hea{:sh 3 !:f their v;anrs had been to ha\;c fpokye’nanif
h: inds might have gaped out, if their weak e
r_;l'(c;n;nell;{esmlglgt have cr)?cd, they :vould havee!;x:oqceiﬁi‘::s ;?:odw ;‘:;
Jult fuch a Chrift, for, the'very Jefus our Lo:d, » had they but
- durft,

. _’,,W_,;;_;_‘,»::,:;_ PRI ER NI
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du:ft, of could it have entred into a created heatt to have imagi-
ned what none but the hearcand hand of God could find, and
bring our, This is he; weep ou theic bleeding hearts, he,.
or no body, whom we defire to love amd ferve, or dare to
troft, .
Thic is Emannel , lo infivitely God, fo unqueftionably Man,
who is our Mediator, and our Peace ; there is not,, there cannot
be, we want not, we defire not fuch another ; this alone is he, fo
willing, fo good , fo gracious, fo full , fo fellow-fecling, fo
dead, fo alive, fo rifen, {o interceding, fo powerful, fo peace~
able with God and Men , that cut of choice, as wellasout of
neceffiry , we acknowiedge him our King, Pricft,and Prophet ;
Gods Chrift, snd our Jefus; finding allwithin him , what need
they feck any thing without bim 7 which makes them fing bzewixe
weeping 2nd {miling ( with tears retembling the (howres of Sun-
fhine) Oprn ye gases, ftand open ye cverlafting doors o that the
King of Glory may come e

3. Penitent Souls adore his Sufficiency ; when Faich once be-
gins to fee what the Scipture (hews , beholding the Son of man
walking as the Tree of Life , crying out, His grace muft needs
be fufficient for any of the Sons of men, that is fufficient for us
the very chiefeftof finners. Who need fear Cure, thacbut come
to him, that behold what he hath done for our Souls? where the
Leopards are cleanfed , the Deaf aremade to hear, th: Blind 10
fee, the Lameto ~alk , the Dumbro fpeak , the Dead to-live,
and wheace he hath calt out fo many Devils ; who can bring him
a harder Cure § 3 worfe or mote dangerous work and Cure than
te hath found in our hearts? and yet his grace is experiencedly fuf-
ficientfor us : And thus penitent Souls honouring theSon , he
will honour them ; and that by prefenting them to the Father to

heal and eure,

Thirdly, Penitent Souls glorifie the Spirit, in his patient wait- -
ing for his fo powerful firiving , and unanfwerable pleading with
tham for bis fo feafonable remembrances, funnié illuminations,
heavenly teachings, divine quicknings and eolivenings of thcfm, ,

ot
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forany kiffes bresthedin Prayer andSupplication on them , ble(-
fing him for -conyincing i and:more for converting grace; for
cutting off the ovarflowing: Scourge of :the Plague from their
Hobufes, by Ropping the {pring thereof in their hearts: And who
can behold poor Penitents thus glorifying the God of all Grace
and not conclude  that the Graée and Peace of God is and will
be with them. - And thos :God himfclf takes ‘part with my
confidence ;"o rather isithe whole thereof ; wheison the fide,
of this Truth:}-That: true ‘Repentance will ‘be "an effectual
A:tidote‘ agaiaft thy Plagué-( O Enxgland ) nevertobe repent-
ed of. . .

Secondly, Confider Penirents themfelves ;-if your fatisfaction
want yet any gratns; and have not full weight made to it, by what
went before.  For theydonotonly take pare with God, b:ing
on his good Spirits fide, againft themfelves, {fubmicting , and yield-
ing untc, and being cucified with Chiift ; being willing to bz no-
thing, to be any thing, that God may beall; judging with God ,
and for God againftthemfelves ; ‘and that boch in his Weord, and
in his Works. - For let God judge the worft againtt. fin thac may
b, they judge fo too, not caring what bzcomes of fin,if itbzonce
out of their hearts 3 let fin dye for them, fo they may live; long-
ing for nothing moré,than to fee its death at the feec of J:fus ;thag
fin may live nomore inthem to kill and deftroy them , -but thac
Chrit may live in them to fave and keep them alive, what God

writes in his Law againft them, poor felf.condemned Penitents

fubfcnibe unto, acknowledging the black Charaers fet on thei
hearts, and'black Lines drawn over their heads to be rizht and
firait, being caft by Law, and fentenc't as Malefadtors, as Sinners,
asworthy of ‘Death’s they confefsthe whole Bill when drawn 8p

againft them, own the Indikment, and plead guilty ; and in the

Court of their own Confciences pronounce themfelves dead men,

flying,and crying to Chrift to blot out the Hand-writing againft
‘them, to fatisfie the Law, to ‘reverfe the Sentence, to forgive-the
‘whole deb; o juftifie them freely.by his Grace , at whofe mercy
-they lie for life or 'death. And sliowhen the works of ‘God in his
Judgments carve guilt upon themin black and blew firokes, execu-
: ting
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ting difpleafure , they judge themfelves guilty too , not knowing
how to judge otherwife till a pardon help them, and fome a& of
grace deliver them, knowing that mercy isthe only alay in Divine
Judgment, whil' {in is burnt up, and the finner faved,” But over
and above al this,Penitents are not the men Indignation looks for,
whom wrathful Judgments enquire after 3 but they be other men,
better men, new men ¢ And God will not firike the men he loves,
inflead of thofe he hates ( and he gives no chance-blows , and in
that {enfe hits none againft his will ) nor can he beever angry with
thofe wich whom his Soul is well-pleafed. God was wroth, and is
@ill with the Idolatrous ,.Dilobedient , Rebetlious, Covenanc-
breakers , Proud, Lyars, Covetous, Hypocritical, Uncharitable,
Wathful, Revengeful, Unclean ; Drunken, Swearing, Sabbath-
breaking, and profane men, &¢. But the true Penitents are Men
fearing God, humbling themfelves, meek, merciful, ceafing todo
evil, learning to dowell, and God_will have metcy upon them.
Such were fome of you, but ye are wafbed, &c. If the Plague
was fent amongftus tocondemn Sin; and to awaken usto Righte-
oufnefs , then to the ‘truly Penitent the work and errand of the
Plaguc is done before it come to them ; andinmercy it may bz
difcharged from any further atcendance upon them, or troubling of
them 3 and that Meffengerof Hleavens black Rod, may make this
true Rerurn of the Writtinto the highe& Court, concerningeve-
1y one in pasticular which he received to Arreft,and Attachfuch or
fuch 2 finner, he being now exuly pepitent , that the man there
fpecified, Non eft inventss s the Penitenc is no fuch manner of
man, who can truly fay, Ege #on [um ego; and fo inftead of an
Arreft, he may deliver him his Quictus eff. o

Lafly , To leave doubt no doubting , and to demontirate my

_confidence mothing vain, letbut the Repentance mentioned ‘be

confidered, and who then with both hands will not write Antidote
thereon, and fo laying it to his heart, cry out , O thois. bealing Po-

tion, why took I thee wo fooner ! S
However try,O England, try the vertue of true Repentance; to
be fure it cannot hust thee, but by Gods grace it may healthee, not
only of this Plagie,but of more deadly and eternal ones, which
will furcher appear in the confidesation, e s oL
D Firft




(24)

Firft, Of its Spring.  Thofe healing waters iffue from the
touches of Gods own Spirit upon rockyhearts. When God {more

Ephraims heart, then Ephraim {mote ypon his Thigh ; when God -

rouches the flone, then the flonz rends and breaks; when God

Jayies $in, and Law, and Judgments to heart, then poor Penitents:

12y them to hzare, and God will be highly pleafed,when men bring
him in Sacrifice, the firf-fruits of his own Spirit 5 who knowing
the very mind of his Spivit, Rom.8.27. will by no means overlook.
the works of hisown Spirit, when wrought after his own mind..
He will well pleafe himfelf with the opzrations of his own righe
hand. He beheld the ifluesof che firft Creation, and behold they
were all'good,, and well-liking ; and he witl'not caft a more unfa-
vourable eye upon thofe of the new and fecond Creation, Dd
he ever defpife a broken and a contrite (pirit, fince there was fuch
a Sacrifice to offer to him in the World ? which the Prophet , as
knowing his mind, {xyes plainly, O-Lord, thou wilt net dejpife.

Secordly, Toenfireita Peace-offering , Penitents havean Al-
tar whereon to fan&ific that Sacrifice,  Aarom took a Cenfer , and
put five therein, and incenfe thereon, to make: an atowerocnt: for the
peaple when Gods wrath was gone out, and when the Plagne was be-
gun,  eAnd be fload berween the living and the deady and [o the
Plagne was [Payedy Numb.16.46,48. Avd David built an Al
tar, and offered Burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and [0 the Plagne
was ffayed, 2 Sam. 24. 25. eAnd the Lord he was gracionfly en+
treated. Ve have a better Altarbuile by Davids God , an: Alrar,,
who was Davids, and is our Lord, Hebr.3.10. uponwhich 2 bro-
ken heart isfull of favour, of a fweet {mell in the Noftrifs of the
mofi High. Thus perfume thy. felf, O .England , thete offer up-
the facrifice of a coptrite fpiric, and thy Plague will ceafe,

. “Thirdly ., The faichful promife of him who cannot lye, which is-
Yeaand Amen, doth warrant my confidence of the acceptation of.
true Repentarice,which the Lord, if hereceive it not for itsworth,.
yet he will reward it becaufe of his word, who never yet broke his
word, or forgot his promife. _ Try,and truft him ( O England )

upon his word ; Kifsthe Sunin thac glorious ray of light-and love. ..
: . ' 2Lhrom..

< 2%) lied & {all
2 Chron.14. . If my people which are caliea by my wame , [kal
bumble tzmzjel*f;r, ng ptay and [eck my facey and twrn ﬁzn;rhm
wicked wayes,then will I bear from Heaven, and forgive thesr /im,‘
and heal their Land. So, fer.18. 7:8. At what infbant 1 [al
[fpeak_ congerning 4 Nation, and concerning & Kingdam,t0 plﬂc% up}
and to pull down, and to deftroy. If that Nation qgumﬂ » ﬂh”"b
have prononnc’tstnrn fiom their evily I will repent of the cvil whic
1 thonghe to do unto them, )

Lafily , Allexperienceison the fide of this Truth, and pro-
claimf lj{e’peutangc foveraignly Antidotical. ‘Was ever Repen-
cance hid from Gods eyes in deftroying, till ic was hidfrom 2 peo-
ples eyes in finning? Did ever any not find a place for falvauon,
who found a place for Repentance ? Did ever Jfrael repent tlrau-
ly, and yet in vain ? When Chrift threatned his Church ac Ep }f.
fus, Rev.2, tocome quickly , and remove their Candleftick , be
batracade’d them with a double breaft-work agunﬂ the affaules ahn_
on-{ecs of bis threarned Judgments, in the ingemination of €IS
bleffed Provifo, Except ye repent, Except y¢ 7epents {o for our én-
couragement and example itis faid of Nineweh, Jonah 3.10. od
[aw their works, and they tarned. from their evil wayess a» dg;)
repented of the evil thar be [aid be would do wito them , and e

id it not. . .
dti&ethinks, by thistime , youwill not fay thac this is but 9?16
Dogors opinion, but rather confefs itworth the taking. Bucwit r-
all, you perhaps may hefitate about the gerting of it down,becauie
fo many are concernedot {o differing complexions, palates an
humors in the raking thereof ; and therefore may dcma_n'd,lf fome
. difgutt it, and fome {pill it as watcron the ground , Whil'R others
Kick and fpic at it, yet what thallthey do who likeit fo well, l:s
to cry and cal! for more theteof ? what hope is there for fuch who

- thus hunger aftet righteou(nefs? what hope is there for fuchinan

evilday? or what can they do?

Firff, Theartily recommend to _alll‘uch,tbg fpi'rit,'prigc'lpl_t;
and pra@ice of Feffma, lively breathing, and patterniing usb -mL i5.
24th Chapter, ver 15, If it feem c'uD:l zum you o ferve she I ;‘:[:




choofe you, &c. but as for mey 1 and my henfe will fervethe Lord,

Let Lor berighteous,though Sodems blow the Coals, and kindle
the flamesof hisanger, who is a confuming fire, Lzt Nosb every
way preach Righteoulnefs, though the Sun of Righteoufnefs ex -
hale from the hellith fozgs of the old Worlds Tins,from their finks
and lakes, and puddles of pallution, enough to pourdown adeluge
of wrathful deitru&ion upon them, and to open th: Treafures of
the deeps thac the flood may fpring in upon them, and God wiH
Zear and Inark.them through the tendernels of his loving-kind-
nefles, and the carefulne(s of hisall-waking Providences,

Secondly,Let them have a lively fellowfhip with that fatherly and
foul-like {pirit of good Feremiah, whole foul Wept in fecret places
for their pride (which ftop’c their ears by fhutting the doors of
their hearts ) whofe eyes wept fore,and run down with:tears, Fer,,
13.18. Have you not {een the delirious finging of dying mem, tune
the hearts of theirfriends to lamencation , and turn their eyes to
bitczr weeping ¢ Thofe who are well, being pained fo much the
more, becaufe the fick feem to feel folitcle, or noneat all (Dzath
in their infenfiblenefs making triumph on the feizure of their fen-
fes, and (hewing the fpoils thercof }-let then the infenfiblensfs of
others under their fin-bred fickne(s, fill you with the greater fenfe
therzof 5 and let their rejoycingin evil,make you (orry at your very-
hearts, and being made Priefis t> God,, Rev. 1. 6. bythe great
high Priet | get between the Porch, and the Altar, and weep out,
Spare this people, O Lord, 8c. and befides the dutiful yearnings of
your bowels over the affi&ted,, how can you forget that by fpecial
order from Heaven, they were all mark’c for prefervation, why did
Jigh and cry.for the abom:nations that were dane in the Land }

Ezek.g.4.

. Thirdly , Let fuch welf weighimtheir hearts, tnt when Gods:
burning angerblazzd higheft, and feorch’t hoteeft; and when his-
comnaffionate fparing, and forgivenefls reach’c loweft; yee then he
tefuled not to his holy, humble, faithful, obedient, and dutiful
ones, their own Souls for a prey, though Noab, Jebyand Danicl:
were in it they fhould deliver neither Sons. ror Daugheers , fave:

S ot their.

their own fouls, Nwmb. 14,

" will be enough, be will be all things, 2

- (29)

The confcience of which with
humble confidence put that qu«:ﬂi’z?r ;)n(;:bf'atvl::zr éb;azﬁféhmg:t?;
b t(h”:cidéfgzn ttkf’: ;;‘lgflr;o)n:pm asic were out of queftion, fay-
griit'fbaat be far from thee, 1o flay the righteos with the wzc%ﬁE
Gon.18. whap, befides hemfelves, Ten nighteous pcrlsonsemgg‘
have faved Sodoms from its (ulphuroxkx;st c\s:glgdrazﬁghopzr?écméy;
fatllmlrn:dl]vi(? gf\zsﬂ lg?f:)dcn: ?{%:nma ¥nay haften h<’>1_n:,love [’n_aﬂtching
Shexn‘a’w.ay from the evil to come 5 bthGk(])dele fpa.xﬁ k}}; ‘;flr:;
nant ; and chough he bring them through the fire,newill a g

them out of the fize for his gloty-

amidf the Infe&ion on earth., air theic
3 let their folitude haften dthc}:r_dge}ln:jg
i ¢ the moft High, making by faith God theif Friend,
Z?aéhééfﬁr&eit?ei; nf:ereigt?bz)ut (hfvpg their Converfation 13
Heaven in and wich him ) and [ge?hpmt Lhe;:t(i%xennflor;;rc;) a‘xl:m
i lor ; the clofer they be fhut up, XL
:ihoeéis(i, o”?ﬂiilfﬁeuis ?ocmuch :hz wider for the King of gloryfwbg
having taken our fins, fears not catching, will not refrain hvx uénf’
our dvbvcllings, but the rather con;‘e, arlelrfult)I tri:;r?iflt‘ngi}v; ;;a n;-
fe of any other Infection. Lecailluc i ,
f:;li En provyc catching, zhe’Motherf-%l.ag:e t:fc ?:}z(:l uAng ICCltn itge?:l
keep 2 good dyer; never going out Kating, pi- & g e o
s bromifes nexc their hearts, and all day long 5 !
:Ix:.lil’ d0 ir?cll’:,sand love can make thereof tha richeft of cli:elifj's ; va‘-ng
Jet them alwayes be abounding in the workof the Lor d, .;lngand
in sood works, that when, and how, an;l »;Jherzfga;‘rn [incpo ao:e
t= g . ) n o
beine found well-doing,may be found Of 2
;z:‘:k;e[[g%;ivc a°quick Trade with li-l:av;ln, that (he:x{’ “:g;, l;‘?(lm;x;
i ! 3 there is noni¢ bu Y,
may grow rich and profper ; and whﬂ;d turna dying Chakmlré_er mi.f
i ) 1 { is love make himfe
to 2 Bridal Chamber for their Souls ;, and by his ¢
de;er tlo them than life, in that when all forfake, and arefdcpar::
ing, he will never leave nor forfake them, but out-flay forrow;,

ficknefs, pain and death, sod all with their Souls. Fifubly,

Fourthly , Letall fuch,
Souls well in Heaveny 2n




“Fifthly, Let fuch getthe blood of the Paffeover on their hearts,
as of old it Was onthe houles of Ifracl: When I fee the blood.,
[uith the Lord, I will pafs aver you, and the Plague (hall not come
nigh you to deftroy you, Exod.12.13. Make Chrift your Pafleover
whom God hath made fo ; and by freth a&s of faith befprinkle
notonly the Pofts of your heartsdoors, -but your felves all over
with his blood ; andlet it be to Godfor a token that you are of
another nature, heart, {pitit, and way from them, who willgo on
by fin to provoke the Holy One of /frae/;how can the deftroying
Angel ftrike through chat blood ? what weapon hath he that can
Took it in the face with defiance 7 If he do (mite atyou, he dares
not, for fzar of your Father , firike, or touch your Souls; at moft,
and woift, he can but reach, and give one half of you the blow,
-and thit by far the leaft half too; your immortal pare is invulne-
rable, and out of danger. ’

To conclude at laft, let not fuch lofe the Royalty of the pro-
mife for want of faith and helinefs. Unbelief (tops the mouth of
the promife, ot rather theear of the heart, and unholinefs turns
the voyce and found thereof quite another way, Pfal.o1. Hethar
dwells ‘in the fecret of the moft High, (ball abide under the fhadow
of the eAlmighty, “He fhall cover thee with bis feathers, and
snder his wings (hald thos truft . his Trath (ball be thy Buckler
and Shield 5 thou halt not be afraid for the Peftilesce , neither (hall
the Plague come nigh thy dwelling. Mal.3. And I will [pare
tbhem s [aith the Lord, as a man [pares his own fon thas [erves

3.

And fo (my dear Friend) not knowing which I have moft
out-run, your patience, or my own purpofe,in chis fo long-winded
a Difcourfe, my tedious Line onceat lat, is drawing to a full
poine ;- though you fee inftead of receiving a Leteer, you will find
your {elf in my Book. .

1 (hal! pray out the reft, begging with all my heart thac the Sun
‘himfelf would pleafe to light youto this fhadow, and brood your
Soul under the Almighties feathers, till fledg’d with grace, it may
mount up with mote and better than Eagles, or Angels wings to
itsreft, in the bofom of eternal love ; and hide you, and youxi;

3

(29) lafting defi

.ot ynder this buckler and (hield, for an everlafting defence,
:L‘at:";; ’\SallZd about wich Heaven, ,you may fay to Fear, Da_nk;‘
oer, Placue, Peflilence, yea, to Deathic felf, though dreft up wuh
9l'cr’rors: and armed with Horrors , Where are now yourd‘l';,et 5
Stings :u’xdTalons’.? what can poflibly ‘})13 3;10\13 Pgﬁﬁi an‘c“o:?(vi

1 ng 2 s o
vigtory # fince by faich trampling on the he e
i ing he sates of Hell and Death in Jefus

Dragon,and tiumphing overthe§ s e b hath Jefus
Chrilt, 1am more thana Conqucro:;‘ r?ul(, i o pand
me And that no facherly heart may be {o tender yh afz)aot hend

¢ d ready to fpare a fervingSon ( who ¢
ﬁ?’;ii?ﬁl‘; :rs‘ thrc Loy:d mfy be to fpare l;ou and yours, through our
Saviour and Redeemer, Amien, Amens and ol reft,

Sept.3. when the. fain.
lo) gthe Lerd in.one
swock ylike 7thoufand
Avgumcm;,wnﬂe :

this out of my hand,

Tour Loving Friends,
C.N.




