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Epiftle Dedicatory -

N TO S
YOUNG MEN

HE Bofom and beft Beloved
| Difeiple faith, [1write to
you Young Men, hecaufe

: ye have overcome the
wicked One, becaufe ye are ftrong,
and the Word of God abideth ig
you, & ] 1 Joh, 2.13,14. And
poor 1(zhe leaft of Saints,snd greateft
of Sinners ) write accordingly unto
you, zhat it may be fo withyon is thi
prefent Time , as 1t was with thofe
Young Men é# the Primitive and A-
poftolical Times : What they(through
Grace )did, and Had the honowr aﬁ

’ ’

\

‘/'




The Epiftle Dedicatory.
the—fame.ye oughe ¢t0-do, and have the
like Ambition, both for Valour and for
Vi&tory : Solomon fuaith alfo, That
the Glory of Young Men is their
© Strength,Prov. 20, 29. The Hebrew

\ word there for YoungMen, fignifieth

*~ Choice men, #o wit, forMilitary Em-

ployments, which may be underffood i
a4 Myﬂ;_fga_l as well ds in a LiteralSenfe,
feeing there is a Spiritual as well 45

Temporal WarfareIfa.40. 2.1 Cor,

. 9.7..¢ 2Cor.10, 4, ¢ 1 Tim. 1.
- 18.-There is the Fsgurative Fighting,
- thégood Fight of Internal Faith,1 Tim.
6. 12. 2Tim. 4. 7. Heb.10. 32.
As well as thar which is Corporal by
External Force:. Nor can Young
men e reputed more truly Valorous
in any Heroick Exploitsthanin Van-
quifbing the Prince of Darknefs.

0 ye Young’meh, ’your Strength 7s
indeed your Glory, andyou ave prone
2a Glory in your Strength as your pe-

owliar Priviledge above all other Ages,
‘ but

. The Epiftle Dedicatory.

bur forges not that word of Wifdom
which tells yon [ Let not the mighty

man Glory in his might, &s. but let.
him that gloriethGlory in the Lord ]
Jerem. g.23. 1 Cor. 1. 31. Aud re-

member to ufe your fbrength well, not

in Quarrelling and Duelling (s hofe

Toung fters ar Helketh-Hazzurim d/d,

who jieatbed their Swords ineach others
Bowels, for a Play and Paftime,2 Sam. -
2.14.16.) MNot in Vanity or Vil-
lany, &c. but in following yosr par-
ticular Callings, (as well-as infight-
ing for your native Countries ,as thofe
Young men of the Princes of the Pro-
vinces did, 1 Kings 20. 20. from ver.
13,14,87¢. ) Asyou are Strong Young
men ; more efpecially in pusfuing your
General Cailing, as yow are Strong
Young Chriftians. 74# Young Ti-

mothy éecame 2 good Souldier of Je-
fus Chrift, 2 Tim.2.3. #ot dreaming
of any Carnal Delicacy, but Enduring

Hardfhip, and living [o abftesmionfly

among the luxrions Ephefians that the

@A) 4 4
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- The Epiftle Didieatory, .
+ " Apofile was confErained o preferibe him
. Phyfick, s Tim. 5. 23. As God{y Ti-
- mhothy’s desly Task was towar agoed
* - purfare, fo ¢t onght to be yours.

DIRECTIONS.

Firft, Make Religion your bufinefs,
not « By-bufinels ; lez it be your Al-
- pha and your Omega, that muft be in
the Beginning and in the Ending, yea
and inthe Middle alfo of all your Aft-
ings, Inwre your [elves [o to it a5 to
make it.your familiar Exercile or Re-
creation,ACts 24. 16. Yea beftirr your
felves luftily init, as your bufluefs of
greaseft Importance, 1 Tim. 4.7.

Secondly, Armyour [elves with the
whole Armour of God, both that pare
which is Defenfive (a5 the Girdle of
Truth, #he Helmer of Hope, .zke
~ Shield of Faith, tbe Breaft-Plate of
Righteou{nefs,and the Shoes of Peace
and Patience) Andthar alfs which

5
‘o

e

——

The Epiftle Dedicatory.

ss Offenfive , as the Sword of the Spi-

1it, asd Darts of Prayer, Eph.6.12,

13,80 19.

Thirdly, In this Armonr fight ye
the good Fight of Faith, 1 Tim.6. 12. -
Be men of God, ver. 11, ard Quit
your {elveslike men, 1 Cor. 16. 13.
Be more than men, be ftrong,2 Tim.
2.1. iz the Grace whichisby Je fus
Chrift, Be Strong Young Men, Re-
fift the Devil and he will flee from
you, James 4.7. 1 Pet. 5.9. Saran
#s therefore but a Coward, who ( liks
the Crocodile ) whes yon follow him he
flecth you, but if you flee from him, he
followeth you.

Fourthly, I this Arionr alfo .do
yewar agood warfare, 1 Tim. 16, 18,
againft th:fe Flefhly Lufts, which
war againft your Souls, 1 Pet. 2. 11.
That likethe Syrians, are commanded
bytheir Mafter vo war with neither
Small nor Great, éut with the King of
o Iivael,




The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Ifacl, 1 Kings 22. 31. Al theiy

Spite. is againft the Soul, to deftrey iy
ard its Grace and Peace. If fuch 4
Chaft and Chaftened peice as Mortified

young Timothy was bid to Flee youth-
ful Lufts, 2 Tim. 2. 22. How sich
more youin thefe debauching daies,
3”7” your flippery Age, as flippery as
lafs. -
Vifthly, Tremble toturn This Ce-
leftial Armour s#t0 Carnal and Ef-
feminate Amours : If you embrace
Vice iz your Youth, *tis a thoufand to
omebut you will refufe Vertue in your
Old Age: Trees that bloffom not 12
the Spring, will hardly bear fruit in
Autemn. Befides, is this fuir dealing
#0 give God the Devils leaviags ? How
can God like 20 be Gleaning atlafh where
the Devil hath bees reaprma all your
Time? to [y nothing of the Strains
and Cramps of Confcience which youwill
- carry with you to your dying Day, as
polfibly you may do fome [trains, and
cramps (whilclyoung and prefumptuous)

#n your body. Sixthly

S
\

The Epiftle Dedicatory.
Sixthly, But to be fbort, confider

what Solomon (iw his [apiential Ser-

mon, concerning the most [overaign

good)faith byhis moft emphatical Trony

| for deterring all youngfters from per-

(uing [enfual pleafures [ rejoyce O
é’ou%g'—fMgn inpthg youth ? ] Eccles.
11. 9. Thatis [ Doifthou dareft ]
As God faid to Balaam [ Go fince
thou wilt go. 1 Namb. 22. 20, But
know that thow goeft npon thy death.
Thus this Tronical Conceflion #nti-
mates that Young-Men have fFrongeft
Inclinations to,and the fPouteft Abilities
for all kind of [enfuallity, and they
aremoft impatient both of reproof and re-
ftraint, therefore do they indulge their
own jolly and frolick humonrs, in tsze-
ing thetr full of delights : In eating
drinking, being madly merry, .
Let them do [o (faithSolomon ) but
at their peril. [ But know, e, ] O
this fHinging [But &c.] marrs all |
their mirth, andis a Cooler to the .

Youngfters courage ; one thonght of
: an




: The Epiftle Dedicatory.
. aw afser veckoning fpoils all his [por,
[ For all thefe things ] which are ac-
caunted but Triffies and Tricks of
Youth, [ God will bring fyou to judg-
ment, | either iz thislife (as bg. did
Toung Abfolom «xd Adonijah,
Hophai «nd Phineas, Nadab 4#d
Abthu,azd otherYoung Men,or however
in the next life. Tonr Death Day
fhall fm;waidﬂblj becomse your Dooms
Pay, then God will force you toappear
before kis dreadful tribunal, (.thougb
aever fo much againft the hair and
ggai;;/l the heart ) thereto receive the

direful Jrurence of [ g0 ye curfed

. o

&Y-}mng-.Men (of all men) are
apteft to put the evil day of death and
judgreent far froms them: Bat this
gtv;jl; Hot 4ny, yet undoes many, lﬂ[’-
fino theas afl.epin the cradle of fecuri-
U_o For (@ Bernard faith) S_c_mbgs
mors i Januis , Adolelcentibus in
in(idiis, Death isat the Door forf. old
.'Mf??, )-e}’ lﬂj: n :{mbnﬂ)_ fo( tbe ]aﬂ:’%’:

—

“and breakes oft in withort knockins de
the door, it oft comes like the lightning
or thunder both blaffing the green corn,
and breaking yea burning down the
weweft and. firongeft buildings. |
Laftly. Les it be your care and yonr
Confcience o Remember your Crea-
tor in thedays of your youth, before .
the evil days of old age come upon
you, Eccles. 12. 1. Sure I am, the
ftrongeft obligations to this Duty lays
npon you; for God is the firft Author
both of your being ard well being,
&&c. 1o forget him therefore (as th
Wicked ds and fo are turned into
Hell, Pfal. 9. 17.) ismost Unnatu-
ral, Inhumane, 4»d Difingenious -
Doe yox Remember your Maker prar-
tically, fo as to fear and love kim,
and faithfully ferve bim : Thus this
Young:Man your pattern and my [ub-
jeit hexe (I am perfwaded) did :
Tou mnft accordingly ferve God with
the beft of your time and [lremgth,
shile you are moit ableto do fo, and
| ~ have

The Epiftic Dedicatory:




"+ The Epiftle Dedicatory, |

have the best oppertunities, Jor poffibly
_ youmay not live till old age. Go forth
" 20 gather Manna in the morning of
Jour life,in the flower of your age, this
will be mos# acceptable to God whofe
Soul defireth the firft ripe fruits,
MMic, 7. 1. And who will “remenper
the kindnefs of your youth- Jour
- vemembring him,” Jer. 2. 1. This will
e moft Comfortable your felves,
knowing that you have mortified ( in
part through grace ) thofe smpeLuous
paffions , and snordinate affections ,
which drowns fo many thoufands of
Toung-Men ix the pit of perdition : O
be not like the Circallians ( akingd
of Mongrel Chriftians ). wha divide
thesr lives betwixt (in and Agvotion
dedicating thesr youth to rapine,
and their old age o repentance, Bre-
erwoods inquiry,, Pag... 135. Bur
curfed be that cozener ( [ith the Pyo.
phet Mal. 1. 14. )chat hath a male
in his flock, yet offereth to the Lord
acorrupt shing. God likes not thofe
boiterers,

he Epuftle Dedicatory.

loiterers, that think to come into his
Vineyard at the lait hour of the day,
to ferve God then, when they eanferve
their lufts no longer.  That would pat
of their Crearor with the Dreggs
and Snufls of their time, when the
Tempter hath taken the cream ¢ beft,:
thongh your memoryes lay in the Hin-
der part of your Heads, yer may
yow not put off the Remembring your
Creator zo the Hinder part of your
Lives, axnd pofibly thas may be Now,
for affoon goes the Lambs skim to the
market, as the old Sheep, let this
young-Man, be a Pattern for yowr
Prattice : That your firft fruits may
fanclify the whole lump, Rom. 11.
16. that you may be the bleffed Hope
of another genmeration, y. King. 2o.
14. and that you may be delivered
from wrath to come 1. Thef. 1.
10. Tea and be accounted worthy (with
this dear one- deceafed ) to inherit
Glory is the unfeigned defire of an Old

Servant of C ér{/f.
CHR. NESS.
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(1)

J Am this Day to Preach the Fu-
neral Sermon of a very Godly
and Exemplar ung-man, who may
be trlﬂy Ca”.’d. [ Néawa‘xa-y_’fwy _] a
Toung Old Man (for his conffant
Grave Carriage, and Pious Deport-
ment) and that from a Texs of s
appointment, to wit,

Genefis, 47. Verle g.

ArdJacob (aid unto Pharoah, the
Days of the Years of my Pilgri-
mage are an Hundred and Thirty
Years ; few and evil bave the Days
2“ the Years of my Life been, and

ave not attained wnto the Days Zf
B the
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(2)

| the Tears of the Life of my Fathers,
in the Days of their Pilgri-

T isa Dialogue ’twixt a Prince
B and a Patriarch. This Verle,

‘my Text, as it ftands in Con-
A nexion with tlw: Context, isthe
Patriarch Jacob’s Anfwer, to King
Pharoah’s Queffion, Verfe 8. Which
was [ How Old art thou? ) Or, as
the Hebrew Readingis, How many
are the Days of the Years of thy Life?
The Anfweris, The Words of my
Text aforementioned : The gene-
ral Profpet whereof (omitting
all unneceflary. Criticifms and Cu-
riofities upon the Texs, as alfo, all
Superfluous Circumlocutions upon
the Context, which our narrow Cir-
camference of time cannot admit)
propofech to our Confideration thefe
two particklar parts.
' Firf,

(3)
Firft, The Pofitive.

‘And Secondly, The Privative or
Negative part.

The Pofisive part is, the Trueand
juft Account, that Facob gives Pha:
yoah of the Nature, Quantity, and
Quality of his Life or Converle in
the World, The Import whereof
is this, « [Though I have lived fo
“ long as to reach up untoan Hun-
¢ dred and Thirty Years already,
“ yet hath my Life been an Unfta-
¢« ble and an Unfettled Life, and a
“ continual Flitting, notonly from
“ one place to another, but allo
“ from one Afflittion to another,

“ . ]
B 2 The
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The Negative part is, The Dou-

~ ble Comparifon the Patriarch makes
" betwixt him{elf and Pharosh’s Peo-

ple on the one hand, and his ows
Progenitors on the other, Intima-
- ting, that though at thefe my Years
Ifeem very Old, as eompared with
the Short-liv’d Fgyptians ; yet fall
I far fhort of the term of m
Predeceflors, both the Aure-dilu-
vian and the Poi#-Dilyvian Patris
archs.

Though this Copious 7exs might
be improved into a large Field of
Difcourfe, yet muftIbe confined to
draw only fome few, the moft Ma-
terial, moft Prattical and Profita-
ble Corollaries, ot Obfervations from
the ‘Circumftances of it, with a
fhort Glofs upon each [Tunguam
Canis ad Nilwm, only one lap and

be

be gone] then improve them in
{fome Dfefusl Inferences.

- 1. Obfervation, From the Circumftan- |

ces of the Text.

The Firft Remark or Obfervation
arifeth from the Perfon asking
the Queftion, (King Pharosh) is

- this ;

[ As that King was Kind, Cosrteons,
and Affable to Jacob for Jo-
feph’s fake, 0 all Kings onght
to be the like to Facob’s Seed,
for Fefus Sake.

This {ame Pharcah was fenfible
how much both Kézg and Kingdom
were obliged to Joféph, not only for
Saving them all alive in the Famune,
Gen 5c. 20. but allo for his ma-

king ~vaft Additions of Wealth,
| - B 3 Power,
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. Power, and Honour to the Crown
of Ligypt, Gen. 47. 20, 23, 24, 25,
Therefore he gratefully acknow-
ledgeth his Sentiments hereof in his
fhewing Refpedt to Fofeph’s Rela-
tions, ¢c, But when awother Pha-
Toah arofe after, who knew not Jo-
{eph, Fxod. 1. 8. That is, Ackno-
ledged notany Obligations to him,

though he fared the better for him

. 1n his Crown-Revenues , yet he
ungratefully difowned and unwor-
thily Requited all Fofeph’s Favours
‘in the grofleft Unkindnefs to his
:People. '-

‘U §E.

- This teacheth by way of Refem-
“blance, that all fuch Kings as ##ow
not Joleph or Jefus (our Brother)
‘are not only meft unkind to, but
alfo the moft Severe Oppreﬁ‘or?
[ Ces - a - H 0'

(7

" of the Church. Though they have
and Hold their Kingdoms by theap-
pointment and Providence of Chrift.
Prov.8.15.Dan. 2.21. Rom. 13. 1.

Yet Chriff's People Suffer hard things

cither by, or under them.

1I. Obfervation, From the Circum-

Stances of the Text.

The Second Remark ox Obfervation
arifeth from the Sesond Perfon in
this Dialogue, who makes the An-

[fwer to the Lueftion, to Wit,

[ As this Perfon was Jacob, fo his

Days were few and_evil, but as

he was Ifrael, [0 his Days were
many and good.]

He had two Names Fecob and
Ifrael, Genelis 49. 1, 2. both gi-
ven him from his Wreltling ; the
o | B4 former




C8).
former Name s iven 4;
wreftling with his Bgrather /}tic})? t];(;cl:
z_rtlyfrzglzt' 11 the Womb, wherein
;1; fo_carrled'; but the Zutter for his
B/rg?/mg with his God for the
tfing at Penuel, wherein his Va-

fion) obtain’d the

' Victory, W
the Meﬁz/{ faw Facobs {]1_ndauntl§:i1

Courage in refoly ni
A him, As¢s 45, his Aﬁt;:lz{, ?}Zts mng
" 24, 26, 27. As if he fhould.fg .
)y [Thou art {uch a Fellow a5 nfez
. vermet with, who though thoy
by be lamed and laid Hard ¢ yet
» gdt N0t let me g0 withy,s ]
.. Bleffing; Thou hatt et thy Flocks
“ EO" and thy Herds g0, Thou
“ Ca;]&!dlet thy Wives 80, and thy
“ let lmfrzegogcr);oyet tg(l)uﬁ'w”t ot
% - 1€t me go, nor my Ble o
-, I wil] 70t let thee 20 egc]c'ept t/.itolug Ezﬁ
me, faith Jacob, v, 26, Hereupop

Z;fe

(9

He Honours Him (asit were) with
the Hononr of Kpighthood, faying
to him, [Kneel down Facob, Rife
up Ifrael] for as a Primce, thou
haft had Power with God and with

lour (through Divine Condefeer.. Men, and haft prevailed. Gen. 32.

28, Hof. 12. 3, 4. Now Faceb is-a
Name of Weaknefs, the poor Worm
Jacob, Ifa.41.14. Trampled upon,
and trodden under foot. This Af
fliCted State made Facob figh out
thole Sad Words [ Al zhefe things
are agarnft me] Gen. 42. 36, and
thofe of my Text allo, [Few and
Evil have the Days of the Years of
my Life been.] But {o far as he had

both with God and with Jien, In
this Sence, his Days were many and
good. One Day with God :» a Thou-

|1and clfewhere.

U S

Princely Power (as Ifra:/ fignifies) .




. Shulamire

(10 )

USE

Hence learn we the Reafon, wh
the Chureh is called

out the Scriptures,
of her Weakne(s and Calamity, Bu
fhe is frequently call'd Ifrael,
fignific her Splewdonr and Glor

God in General, o it is with th

Children of God in Particular. Some

times they are run down wit

frrange Temptations, and with Jerong

Tribulations ; then are

they th
poor Worns Jacob, Ifa,

41. 14. Th
found two Armies Warrin
in hery The Army of the Flefh, an
the Army of the Spiriz, Cant. 6. 1 3
When the Army of the Flefh, or
Amalek prevaileth, (as Exod, 1 7.11.,
then the Seed of Jacob droops ; - but
when they are made ftrong in theif

Weal.

s

cu)
Jeaknefs, 2 Cor.12. 9. Strength-
ed with all Might, Col. 1. 1¥. and

Jacob through
when Speech i

t

1.

nade able (through the Sugplics of
hrisP's Spiri¢ Phil. 1. 19.) 20 Tread
own Strength, as Judg. 5. 21. eveg A
he fFrongeft Corvuption within, an

he ffrongeft Temptarion without,
henare they called the Ifrael of God,

it i 6. 16. for their Prinece-like
and as it is thus with the Cbm‘cbi al. 6. 1

revailing over Flefb, World, and
Dewvil. S :

IL Obfervation, From the Circum-
ftances: of the Text.

The Third Obfervation .arifeth
from the Conjuntion of thefe two
Parts, This Queffion, and the An-
fwer to it, which 1.

*Tis a Duty Incumbent upon all Man-
-[ \kind, tobe Asking and Anfvering,
How the Days of the Years of tlzeir
Lives do pafs away. [c




(2 ) | C13)

It was Mofes’s Prayer, Lord teal . ,
#s to number our Days, thet we muljurfus ad Mortem ? {aid the Ancient
apply our Hearts untg Wifdom, Plalfather, Life is nothing but 4 Pofting
9o. 12. Inwhich Pfaln (it being §o Death. | |
Meditation of Man’s Mortality) cor ‘
refponding with my Text, there] The 2d. Occurrence in this Me-
fore Mark | litation of Mofes upon Man’s Mor-

I, Mofes mentions the Brevitgality is his afligning the proper pro-
and Uncertainty of Man’s Life, comfuring Caufe of this Humane Mife-
paring it to a Watch, . 4. whiclfy, to wit, Divine Difpleafure
i1s but the fourth part of a Night gainft Sin, which caufeth God to
Merk 13. 35. Then he goes on and#r# Maz to Deffruition, ver. 7, 8.
compares it toa Sleep, to a Dreaman at the firk was made Immor-
all vanithing things, and to a T«/4al, he had then an Immortal Body,
that is foon told, and isas foon for}Suitable Companion for his Jamor-
gotten ; laftly to Grzgﬁ,‘which, wdl Soul. Thele two Sweet Affoci-
weil know, if it be not cut down igites had never been fevered each
Summer or Autumn, doth wither igfrom other, if Max had not finned
Winter.  So fuch Mortals as arehgainft his Maker : Had Adam frood
not cut down with the Sithe offn his State of Innocency, He fhould
Death in their Youth, do yet wifhen have rendred to the Lord a
ther away in the Winter of Oldfime of perfe€t Obedience and Ser-
Age. - Quid eff Vita, niff quidsmfice here upon Earth, and when
N . T Cﬂgfm that Homage to his Grear Laﬂdé@rg

‘ a




(14)
had been accomplith’d, he fhould
then have been Tranflated fron
Earth (without the leaft

Death) to Heaven; the Son! {hould
never have been feparated from th
Body, as nowitis ; for the Wages
Sin is Dearh, Rom. 6. 23. It wa
that one Maw’s Offence that puiled
up the Sluce, and let in Death as
Deluge, “with a Regal Authority
over all the World, Rom. 3. 14, 1
17.and 87z did not only let in Deaz)
but alfoall forts of Sicknefles, Sor
rows, and Sufferings that are Fore
runners of it.

Then 3ly, Mofes Condemns Man)

taffe gf conveniencies ,

(15 )

Net, &c. Ecclefl 9. 12.

Though
Man’s Life be a Life full o

f all In-
of Indignities, of
Injuries, of Infirmities, and of Ini-
quities aifo, yet fuch is the Stupi-
dity of the Fall’n Nature, that Man
puts the Thoughts of thefe things
far fronwhim, Amos 6. 3.

- Fourthly, Hereupon AMofes begs
of God for Illuminating Grace
wherewith to make a more Diftin&
Difcovery of all Humane Frailty,
[Lord teach s to number our Days,
&c.] ver.12. Andthe Sweet-Singer
of Ifrael, Dawvid, will be of the fame
Chorus with Mofes, fighing, as well

Dulnefs in taking no more notice o
this Divine Difpleafure, ver. 11. A4
other Creatures know their Times an
their Seafons, Jerem. 8. 7. but Mz
knoweth wot the Day of his Vifitation
till He come 20 be Spared in an Fui

Net,

as finging out thefe Synonimical
Sentences, [Lord make me 0 kuow
my endy and the Meafure of my Days,
what it is 5 That Imay know how frail
I am, &c.Pfal. 39. 4, 5. Thus like-
wife Facob inmy Text carrics on the

like
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like Concord and Confort to com.
pleat .the Harmony, complaining
here, [Few andevil have the
the Tears of my Life been, &c.] Ad-
ding only this one Note of Diftord
(for making better Mufick) that
God had taught him this great
Truth concerning his own Frajl.
ty, Hehad{een it for time paft, and
He would be fenfible of it for
time to come, his Days had been few
and Evil, Now they might be fewer
and worfe, feeing He and 4/ his
were famifhed out of Cardsn, the
Land of Promife, into Egype, the
place where his Pofterity would be
evilly intreated. Gen.15.13.

U S L.

Mofes teacheth us what ufe to
make of the knowledge of our own
Fraifry. It fhould ftrongly ftir us

up

Days of

(17 )

up to an earneft imploring of D:.

vine Mercy. He maketh a loud
Out.cry after Mercy. Crying, [ Re-
turn O Lovd, How long, &c. Oh [s-
tisfie us early with thy Mercy, &c.]
Pfal. 9o.13, 14. He could find no-
thing in all the World but Divine
Mercy to bea Congruous, and Cons.
pesent Remedy, for Humane Malady
and Mortal Mifery: And ’tis not a
litrle of Mercy will do, but he muft
-have much, even as much as will
Satisfie, [Oh Satisfie,&c.] The Salve’
muft be {uitable to the Sore for guan-
11y, as well as quality; Great Mifery
Imarted under, requires Great Jer-
¢y to Cure it. Yea, and he muft
have it early allo, [0h Satisfie me
early, &c.] The Soul of a Frail Sin-

| ner (made fenfible of his Sinfil

Frailty) even longs after Mercy ;
He canrot Live withour it, he dare
#ot Die withont ir, He muft have

C Mercy
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Mercy (both the Giving and the
Forgtving Mercy) whatever elfe he
wants; ’tis the Unum Necsjfarz'um,'
He muft have it {peedily, or he can.
not fit down fatistied. "Valde prote-
featus [um me nolle fic 4 Deo Satiari -
“ God (faith Luther) fhall not putH
* me off with Pleafure, Treafure,
¢ Honour, or any thing below his
“ Mercy. Mercy gives us much,
. yet forgivesus more, &c. |

The Fourth Obfervasion arifeth
from the Body and and Subftance of
the Text, more to be infifted upon,
to wit,

Dollr. 4. [Ma;z’s Life isbut a poor
Pilgrimage.]

 *Tis twice thus titled in my Texf,'

Jacob ealls his own Life 4 Pilgrimage,
ia the fore-part of it, and the Lif?
| . 0

1
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of his Progenitors, he calls a Pilgri-
mage alfo in the latter part. The
Apoftle Fames moves a Parallel Que-

{tion to this of Pharoab’s. The lat-
ter asks [What is your Age?] Gen.
47. 8. and the tormer asks [ Whar
is yowr Life; ] Jam. 4. 14. This of
the Apofiles admits of a double
Anfwer.

The Firf? is Philofophical, And
The Second is Theologicdl.

The Firft is that Anfwer which
not Vain, but Selid and Sage Phi-
lofophy gives to the Apoftles Que-
ftion [ What is Maw’s Life? ] to
fhew the Nzture of it. |

1, Plazo (that Divine Philofo-
pher) calls Man’s Life a Game a¢ |
what {hall be the caft -

Lmore

Dice, wherein

C 2
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[more or lefs] is not in the Game-
fters Power, yet whatever, is the
caft, ’tis the "Gamefters Duty to
make the beft Improvement of it
that he may win the Game : This
Platonick Notion carrietha Corref:
pondeqc » with the Analogy of Faith
and with the Seriprure of Truth,
which faith [ Mans ways are nor i
himfelf, &c.[ Jerem. 10. 2 3. Tis

indeed the Saying of fome [guifgne |?

fuz Fortune Faber] Every Man is
the Framer of his own Fortune,which
may be taken in Sano Sexfu, if In-
terpreted only by that firff Sermon
(after #har upon the Fall) which
God (Himfelf) Preached to Caix
Gen. 4. 7. If thow doff well, Shals
thou not he accepted ? But if thoy
Doft ill, Sinlies at thy Door. WNot-
wichflanding, It is wor in Mun #o
direct his own Steps, faith Feremy;
~much lefs to order the Succefs of his
Works,

(21 )

Works. Solomon faithy, Man’s Dili-
ence without God’s Blefing cannos

Ninrich , Prov. 10. 4, 22. Man knows

not therefore, what his Caf¢ (hall

be (more or lefs).in this Life, yet . : '

isit his Duty to make the Beff and
(if it be poffible) a Bleft Improve-
ment of all Occurrencies of Provi-
dence attending him, That through
Grace (which is the true Philofo-
bers Stone, that turns all it touches
into Gold, all Natural and Moral
Evils may be converted into Spiritu-
al good; This is the only way to
win the beft Game in the World.
Vincenti Dabitur corona Vite. The
Winner’s Wage is Eternal Glory,
Revelat. 2. 16,17, 26. and 3. 5.
12, 21, |

- Secondly, Next to Plato, Hear

Seneca, (Thefe two were the two
great Luminaries of the Hwarben
C3 Wolrd)
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World) who abounds in hi
o#s upon this Poinatl.]dsﬁilsl his Allaf.

1. This Wife Morailif calls Mah’s‘

Lif

. oure EﬂWarﬂre, wherein how foon

our E emdy (Death) will come up.
» 40d overcome us, we know

g

Apoftle Panl (his Contemporar in
Nerg's time) and that Epiftles were
writ from each to other, {o might
borrow fuch Divine Notions from
bim : But fure [am, /e could not be
Converfant with our Patriarch Jas
cob, unlefs in Mofes Pentatench, from

not, Therefore fhould we be alWaYSL which e might borrow {fuch Sacred

upon our Watch, and Ward.

2. He com;ﬁares Man’s Li
ompa s Life
fg{é ZPZ§€2nzﬂga which ilelfr:nt’.%ia-
: eth, 2 . .
difappeareth agai?l. * immedarcly

3. The Philofophe
;Il_lgher to the Ver;/)v Tl;rr;?i:&s ollllP
xt, and plainly fajth, That'Mzm’z

Life is but L rvi
way to Dcagl.P tgr tmage and Path-

Some indeed fa ‘
y¥> That thi
Seneca was acqua’li_nted w;:hﬁgg:

./Ipa-

cve. as Homer did his

Phrafes , oot
and Ovs

Alcinons Garden, &c.

“his Dencalions Flond, &c. from

thence.

Thirdly, Pythagoras (Briefly of
the reft) compareth Man’s Lifctoa
Stage-play ona Theatre, where a Man
a&¥s his Part for a while, then reti-
reth, being dif-attired or devefted
of all his Hiftrionical Attire and

A&ing Garments.

Fourthly, To this add that of 8-
manides ( Related by Rodulphss

C 4 Agriwlzz )

!

-
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Agricols) who beip
cola) g askt, Wh
él{zm s Life was ? _Anfwerec,i {Vitha;
tlene Sign, fhewing himfelf tq the

Company a little while
‘ : , and th
with-drawing out of theiy fight, "

Fifthly,
Lhz'ﬁ I\}to be |
the Narrow Seas, wherein h
with High Winds, Rough \(;Vi::?
Surging Waves, (asit were) all in
- Conlpiracy to fwallow him up ;
and if he elcape the Seory either

Rageed Rocks, or Cruel ,(Mck-
Sands may Shipwrack him'in 4 Cazyy
Yea, it may be, that Pyrates may
plunder him, or fome contrary'
Blafts may blow hin too {foon tg

ver, inthofe NVaryow

Shore : - Howe
Seas there is but a fhort Cutt from

Shore to Shore,

Epittetns Declares Muis

- Many

ike a Voyage ar Sez, upon |

(25 )

Many more Sayings of thofe Hes-
then Sages might here be multiplied,
l were it not to avoid Prolixity.

I have done with the Philofophical
Anfwer to [ What is Man’s Life? ]
Let us hear what is that which is
Theological, that hath a more Noble
Original, and is Taught in an Higher
School: Picus Mirandula faith ex-
cellently, that Philofophy feeks Truth,
Divinity finds it, and Piety poffeffeth
it.  The Notable Effays of the for-
mer have been heard, but Seriprure
Difcovery is the more fuve Word of
Prophecy, wherennto we fhall do well
totake heed, 2 Pet. 1. 19,

The Word of God aboundeth with
many Metaphors to Illuftrate the
Nature of the Life of Man, being

all Anfwers to the Apoftles Queftion
' [What

e
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[ hat is your Life?] 1 can bt fin.
gle forth fome very few of the:IIll,

that this narrow Difcourfe fiwell notH

too much.

_ The (Firf) Refemblance (wave.
ing thofe I mention’d beforf(:“lfcrggl
Pfal. 9o, &c. whichT inlarged on
the more, becaufe *tis a Paraphrafe
on my Text )is that of the 4pofse
Fames who mov’d theQueffion, Whas

% yowr Life? And gives himfelf the |

Asfwer to it; no doubt, but

Accommodated, becaufé he Wa;Nifll-l
fpired by the Holy Ghoft to give it
Ke faith, [F i even Fapour tlm;‘
appeareth for awhile, and then va.
nifbeth amay] Jam. 4. 14. Oh what 2
poor empty thing is a Papour, no
Solidity in'it, s not fo much a
Thing, as next to No-thing, It dif:
perfeth it felf 16 foon as it'1s raifed,
no fooner it appears, but it difappears ’

(=27 )

Oh then, What a vain [bew maketh
Mz in his Life. Pfal. 39. 6. The
Pomp of Great Princes is mmi gaymasia.
a Swoln Bubble, a big Phanfie, -

Ad. 235. 23.
The [ Sord ) Refemblance is

- Smoak, My Days (faith David) are

Confumed, like Smoak. Plal. 102. 3.
Good God, what a Vain thing 1s
Life, if no better than Smosk! a
Vapour may be lovely with its come-
ly Colours, but Smosk 1s a Sooty
thing, pleafing to none, but offen-
five to all ; none thinks that Smoak
is worth keeping, {o L/fe maybeas
Smoak to the Eyes, burdenfome e-
nough : Though the Flame of Fire
be Smoak fired, yet the Smoak it felf
hath not aSpark of firein it ; Thus
this Temporal Life hath not fo much
as a Spark of Light, and Life in it

compared with Eternity. Who can
- hold

. . » I
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hold Smosk in his hand, or take and

keep an handful of it ? No more.

can he his owz Life, Oh how Smeoake
haftens up into the Heavens in its
Rowling Pillars, and circular Ag-
glomerations ! {0 doth Man’s Life to
the Fountain of Life, froff whence it

came: The Spirit retnrns 1, God,
Ecclef. r2. 7. ,

The (Third) Metaphor is a2 Sha-
dow, Mz fleeth a5 4 fhadow, and
continteth not, Job. 14. 2. and Pfal.
112. 11, A Shadow (we know)
lafteth not long ar any time, it can
but Iaft the length of a Day at the
longett, foras foon as the &4y hides
his Head under the Earth, the Sha-
dow is gone; But moftly it lafteth
but a little part of the Day, becaufe
the Sun is oft hiding his Head up-
der a Cloud, and fp oft 1s the $ha-
o gone : The Shadpw of the Dyal

hafteth

*+

i
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thto its Period, and who can
ﬁ%[;eit. ~ So doth Ma#’s L:fe, It fli-
eth, as the Shadow of the Night before
the Day, and as the Shadow of the
Day, until Night returneth; The
Shadow pafleth along as th_ePBod)(
pafleth, and who can hold it? but
the Night cometh and taketh 1t a-
way. Man carries an handful but
of Smoak or of a Shadow, while he
carries his Life in his hand. Oh
what a poor handful is that which
cannot be held.’) ((1)h hto;v ?21?1);
ike Afop’s Dog) do catch at this
l(S‘II;f:;aw _({fpa Te(;gnporal Life (which
is flippery as Smoak or asa Shadow,
fo cannot be held, and oft {0 Vain
and vexsng, that ’tis x}nlot worth g(r)rllcé
ing) negleting in the mean ,
iﬁgg gre%t Command [Lay faft hold
on Eternal Life,] 1 Tim. 6, 19,

The
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The (Fourth) Simil; i
Shepherds Tens [)Mne Ag: iﬁ a’les’ar ;
Zd, and_removed froms meyds @ g/:e .

eérds Tenr 1 faith Hezekis), Iﬁial;
% - 12, The Shepherd removyes his
e7f, as his Flock removeth from

. One place to another, and he ca
remove it eafily and Ipeedily. No v
the Lord i our Shepherd, Pfaj . 2 iy
and our Bodies are as {5 méu;y Yg' e.n;.
Or Taberniacles. Blefled Pay/ (W’h )
was 2 Tent-maker, AQY. 18.3.) cor .
pareth the Body of Man to a.Teérl(I)l-
(which is all one) to. a Taéermcler-
2 Cor. 5. 1. The Tent ftands not,
or falls NOL At itS 0wz, but at its pwsp.
ers Pleafure ; 10 Mu's Lifeis not :l;
his owzz choice, but ar God’s Con-
;xfmd > The Body is not call’d there g
emple (as Chrift Body was John
12){ l2 r. which could fee 7 Car;ztptz'oiz
al. 16. 10. & A& 13. 35. but was

to
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to ftand like a Stable Temple, where-
in the God- head dwelt Bodily, Col,
2. 9. For ever) but ’tis call'd an
earthly Honfe, a fhaken weather-
beaten Houfe, a decaying Cottage,
and a Torrering T abernacle that muft
be taken down : God’s own hand
(that ereCted it) comes in a Fit of
Sicknefs, and gently flackens the
Cords, and.draws out the Pins that
upheld this Tenr, or Tabernacle; and
{fometimes the Tent is blown down
with fome Blaft of fudden Death,
¢re, Yetif Godly tobe raifed again,
is a more Glorious Pallace. .

The (Fifth) Comparifon is, the
Shuttle of a Weaver, Job.7. 6. which
in a moment pafleth from one fide
of the Web to the other. ‘The
Shuttle hath a very {udden Motion,
and a very {wift Paffage from end to
end, it ftopsnot, tlllic (ordinarily)

be
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be through the Web, yet Yo faith,
LMy Days are [wifter than a Wes.
ver’s Skuttle] that is, the time o
my Life haftens far fafter than 7 t
-1ts appointed Period : And Hezekia)
compares God to a Weaver, and his
own Life to the Thread, which the
Weaver cutteth off' either when the
Web is finithed, or before it comes
to the Thrums, evenat his Pleafure,
Ifa. 38. 12. [He will cur of like a
Weaver, my Life, &c.] Before my
Web be throughly wrought, before
# 1eaca the Thrums that are tyed
to the Beam at the end of the Loom,
The Blind Heathens did hammer at
this great Truth, in their Fition of
the Three Fatal Siflers, Arropos
Clotho, and Lachefis, ’

Clotho colum Bajulas, Lachefis Trahir,
Atropos Occat,

Clotho

.

(33 )
Clotho holds the Diftaff, Lachefis
Spins out the Thread, and Atropos
cuts it off at Pleafure : As the Shuz-
tle is caft to and again and carries
the Thread along with it forward
and backward, ¢c. So is Man’s
Life tofled too and fro, backward
and forward, Nightand Day, The
Night cafts this Shustle of Life to
the Day, and the Day cafts it back
to the Night again, but at length
this tender Thread either breaks, or
i cut off according to Hezekiab’s
Phrafe) and poffibly the Wesver
will cut the Web out of the Loom,
before it be half accomplifh’d, as
this Dead young Mar may {uffici-

ently démonftrate : As to the Cafe

of Hezekiah, He then thought his
Thread had been in breaking, but
God (the good Weaver) tyed the
almoft broken Thread again upon a
Weavers Knot, li_:;) Hezekiah’s Lge

e

—
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became as an interrupted Web, anj ay mention upon the next Obfer:

i"g;ze:v O VAel;lld ?‘llllrelf)(f) rthiif}‘e;:)‘?ﬁ.ﬁze ‘ ation) is that in my Te.xr, [ Maw’s

: sv A Hlife is a Pilgrimage]] Sometimes
forth the moft Exquifite Skill of o 1,c Scrz'ptrtreécomparcs the Life of

excellent W_e‘avef. upon all - thO an t0 a Voyage at Sea, and {ome-
‘whom he raifed from Deathzo Lifg; .o toa Pilgrimage by Land, Thefe
{o made that tender Thread hold o wo are as Silters, Syuonoma’s, and
as firmly, as if it never had be ave the fame Sence and Significa-

<t *ff or brokew. Lavater hath af. P T SRR & -
b fefu]f Note upon thofé two Texts ¢ 11;1}1;, though in differing Expref-
the Weaver’s Shuttle, faying, {Y

:thacare Weavers, orbut Lookersupl 7,0 A Man’s Life is likened to
an.their Work] Medizate O% YoMk Voayage ar Sea, 10 it reprefenteth,
Morsatlitpand your haftening: (ah e Petils fron Pyrates, Tempefts,
the Shuele) 1o your End, and learge © 100" Morral Man is expofed
thence to live Hylily,that y OU MW nvo, [Isthere not an appoiuted, time}
Die Happily, for without Holine/d ), 7. 1. The Septuagint veads it
wesrieior Locus Piratarume , Zanchy,

you cannot have Happinefs, Hebr
:  pplace of Pyrates, The Ship is never

12514 -
' afe but in Harbour. But %vb makes
his Allufion more plainly, faying,

- \'The (Sixth) Parallel (omittin
»F]"'GIPWY more Metap her.s occurring My Days are pafled away as the [wife
‘.lfHS%C-f.Cd ert,'. of which fome I bz';y.] Job. 9{) 26. Alas, how wag

may D 2 pooy

”
ANy
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oor Job asa Ship, toffed with Temjnot take the Word [Pilgrimage]
;eﬁs thd »ot camfg’,tfd.fflfé. 54. 1ifint the Text e:ther Jriétly, or Sup e
till God brought him to the Havenffi##onfly 10 the fence ot the Popifh
Man’s Life as a Ship before th§?2t#rées, Facob wasnot to be looked
Wind, pafeth on without any ftayJupon (a0 notby Pharosh himfelf)
until it come to Shore : W hether th§t0 be & Popifb Pilgrim, nor any of
Marriners inthe Shipbe fleeping ofthe Holy Patriarchs his Predecef:
wakeing, working or eating, fflors: The Popifh Pilgrimage to Fe-
runs on her courfe : So doth Mas"¢/#bem is a Ridiculous, as well as a
/ iﬁ: run on, however he fpends his Superﬁmom.Praalce, fqr no one
time, whether he fleeps or wakesfPlace can bring a Max nigher God,
ferves Gody; or ferves the Devil, th{than another, all parts of the Earsh
wind of Divine Power and Provilhave an equal diftance from Heaves;
dence is carrying our Ship of Li though the Romani#s plead, that
nearer its Pors, while I am thuffather Cyri wenc chither, yet e
Speaking andyon Flearing, God gran himfelf profefleth, that /e went not
i# may be the Cape of Good Hope] PO, the account of any private
Hezven,towit,thebeft landing place] Pilgrimage to Jerufalem, but as he
was ordered by Publick Authority to
vifit the Eaftern Churches,and tq efta-
blifh zhem in the Truth. But we
muft underftand Pilgrimage here
largely, for a Path-way a Thorough-
D 3 Fdr:,

Secandly, As Man’s Life is likened
t0 a Pilgrimage by Land, {o this
likewife declares it to be a Perilous
Paflage and Path-way. We mu

not

"1!: e
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Fare, a Courfe, Race, or Fournel§ Birth to his Burial, for till thenhe
from one place to another. Thuf comes not to his Journeys end, or
a Pilgrim in Scripture-Sence is af to the Period, or fall Point of his
one with a Traveller, 4 Strangel§ Pilgrimage, There be two Terms
and a Sejourner : Man’s Life is by in this former, to wit, the Grave of
his walk and way. § she Womb is the Terminus a4 quo, or
' {f ftarting place, Man begins this P/l
There be many Congruities be} grimage as foon as he is Born of a
twixt them, which I fhall refervd Woman, and comes out of the
to dilcourfe upon in handling th Womb into the World, and 4e ne-
| Sixth Obfervation, as being theif ver refts from his Travel (but is a
r‘ proper place, adding only here, thaf poor Pilgrim {leeping and waking) .
| there is a Two-fold Pilgrimage. | until he come to reft inthe Womb of .
the Grave : There the weary be at
Reft. Job. 3. 17. that is, His Termi-

nes ad Quews.

Firity, A Natural
g Pilgrimage.

Secondly, A Moral

There is Secondly, a Moral Pilzri.
mage, wherein likewife there are
two the like Terms, Thisis a walk-
ing from our felves, and from our
ID .
Sins, up unto God and unto God/s
nefs. ‘'The beginning of this Pilgri-
- D4 mage

Firft, The Natural Pilgrimage i
the courfé that a Max rides, the Race
that he runs, even the. whole Paf
fage and Progrefs of his Life of Na
| ture [46 Utero ad Trivam] from hbif
Li L Birth
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mage (Morally taken) is the priva,
tive part [a ceafing from Sin, or de.
parting from Evil] and the Accom.
© plifbment of it is the pofitive part [
Learning todo well, and not only 2
purfuing, but allo an overtaking of
that which is Good] 1. 1. 16, 17.
and Pfal. 34. 14. and Amos 5? IS5
And this isa Metaphorical Walk, non
Pedibus, fed Affeitibns, as faith the
Father, with our Affeifions (Thofe
.};ith oﬁ tthSog whereby 7 goes

orth after Objects 1th
thofe of the Bia']. ) more than’ Wlth’

I. VS E

Seeing your Lifeis but a Pilgri.
mage, a coming and a going, as Da-
vid’s Phrafe is,and of Jofbwal before
him [Bebold I am going the way of all
the Earth] 1 King. 2. 2. and Jofh.
23. 14. that is, The way of all the

- ' Men

|
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Men"upon Earth, whoare all doom'd
to go. that way. Hebr. 9. 27. Oh
confider, both you yoszg, and you
old, your Life is a Path-way either
toa Prifon, or to a Patlace, it is a
Thorough-Fare either to Heaven or
to Hell: Bethink your felves 1n
sime : Be Menand Women of Con-
fideration, for thas is it which diftin-
guifhes Men from Beafts, &c.

. US E.

Then Agree with your Adverfary
(anangry God for your Sins) while
yon are inthe way of your Life, Matth.
5. 25. While you are going your
Pilgrimage, before you come to the
Fudges Honfe, who will certainly
fend you (if unreconciled) 10t0 arl
Everlafting Prifon : 1f you walk in
the éroad may, being all for Elbow-

room to Sin, and leading loofe and
o Licen-
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Licentious Lives, youare haftening §
down to- the Chambers of Fsernall
Death Matth, 7, 13. but if in the
Narrow-way, of a firi& Converfati-|
on, Then are you going to a Pa/-
. dace, notx0a Prifon, ver. 14, a good |
Lifz always befpeaksa good Death, §

and all Perfons are paffing either to
Heaven or Hell while they live, and
when they Die, their Death is but 3
flitting to the ome place or to the
- other, &v¢.

' Havihg thus far difcovered the

Natzre of Homane Life, defined or §

defcribed in the Text to be, not an
Royal Progrefs (which is conftantly
carry’d on, and manag’d after 2
Splendid manner, every way adap-
ted to the Grandeur of Majefty )
No, the Life of Man hath no fuch
ftately Profpe& in this Holy Pazvi-
archs eye, but ’tis a poor Pilgrimage,
- twice

(43 )

gwice inculcated here, and as oft
aggravated with contemptible Cir-
cumftances relating to both the
Quantity, and the Luality of this
poor Pilgrimage.

From tke former of thefe two (to
wit, the Quantity) arileth my Fifz
Obfervation. |

Dottr. 5. [The Pilgrimage of Maw's
Life is but a [hort Pilgrimage.

Thus this Blefled Patriarch com-
puted his own Life in the Text to be
but a fbort Life confifting only of a
few Days, though he had now at-
tained to the Age of a4z Hundred and
Thirty years: [Few and evil, &c.]
To fpeak diftinétly of the [ 4~ ] that
itis {0 ; of the [ akn ] why it is
fo; and of the [ w'%n ] the man-
ner how it isfo, cannot be expected
a in

I\




c 44 )

in this {hort Difcourfe, fave only
-fome promifcuous Intimationg of
them all, - |

L REASON,

_ The fhortnefs of this Pilsr;
1s Demonttrable three waysfg e

Firft, Inas much as Mur's Life is
meafured by Days (one of the leaft
Computations of time) not b
. Weexs, orby Mowths, much lefs by

Years. Thus Facob computeth his
own Life by Days in the Text twice
over, as ke doth alfo the Lives of the
foregoing  Patriarchs, Thys Fob
likewifs " numbereth his Life by
Days et and over again, as Job 7,
I.6.and 14. 1.5, and many more
places, too long to enumerate. So
David,1 Kings 2. 1.4,and Pfad, 103,
3-11, &v yea, and all the mol}
, Mor-

ﬁ‘\/
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Mortified Men in Scripture do una.

nimoufly concur in the fame Com-
putation of their Lives by Days.

II. REASON.

The (Second) Demonftration that
Man’s Life is fbore, as it is meafu-
red, {0 it is #umbhered by his Days,
yea to bebut as one day. Becaufe
it conlifts only of a few Days, This
Epither 1s exprefled in the Text,[ Few
are my Days, &c.] Man’s appointed
Timeis but a few Dayps, Job.7.1.and
14.13.14. Afew Days are the num-
ber of his Life, Plal. 39.4. Yea, the
Days of an Hireling, who is hired
only for {fome few Days to do fome
Jobb of Work which requireth
hafte, and is but for a Spurt, not
lafting : Nay, Sometimes the Hire-
ling is hired but for one fingle Day,
as Marth, 20. 1, 2, ¢v. where the

Para-

C,
1
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Parable calls Man’s Life but onie par-
ticular Day,- confifting of twelve
Hours. And what a poor part of
time is one Day, efpecially when

the Sun Sets at the Noon of that Dazy.
Amos 8. 9. This makes it a very
fboit Pilgrimage indeed, as was that
of this Yowng-man.

III. REASON.

The (Third) Demonfiration is
drawn from Scripture Metaphors
which Illuftrate the fiwifinefs of
Man’s Life in its Paffage’ through
the World, all implying the fhort-
iefs of that Paflage, for the fwifzer,
that the Motion of the Runner is,
the {horter is the time wherein the
Raceis run.

S I might
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I might Re-aflume here, the Phi-

Iofophical Allufions of Man’s Life,

AS, Y . .

Firft, Plato’s Game at Dice, is foon
play’d out. : N

Secondly; Seneca’s Flafh of Light-
#ing loonvanifheth, - -

- ’Thirdiy; Pjtbégorzg’s Stage-play is
foon Alted. -
‘ . Fou,rt.hljy,' | Sj@aﬂide’s jbe'wz'rzg “his
Face, {oon fhewed his Bagk and was
gone. |

_Fifthly», 'Epz'é?etm’s Voyageis very
fhort, and all the former are fhort,
none of them long abiding,

So

C
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But to infift only upon thofé three
great Metaphors that Feb ferioully
plays upon all together [z Pof, 4
- Y Ship, and an Eagle] Jobg. 25, 26.

o ' . R to{hew the fwifznefs and (thereby)
2. David's Smoak foon Dwind: the fhorenefs of his own Life or Pil-

Ieth.
o | grimage.
3. Job’s Shadow foon Vanifheth.

- 4. Hezekish’s Tens is foon take
down.

(48)

So likewife the Theological, As

1. Fames’s Vaponr foon E.w}apora-
teth.

. The Improvement of thefée three
Points muft ftand here for a Third
Application,

n

5. And beth Fo6 and Hezekial’s
Shuttle hath both a Swift anda (bor
Motion, ¢&-.

6. The Propher’s Grafsfoon wi.
thereth, and his Flower {oon fadeth
The Timc forall thefe is but a fhort
Time, as faith the Apoftle [The time
# fbore] 1 Cor. 7. 29.

The Firft Simile.

The Firi# Metaphor Refembleth
Man Riding Poft, [My Days are
Jwifter than a Pofft, &c.] which Al-
Iufion hath a fourfold Congruity.

Firft, Asthe Poff-Boy is one that
Rides upon Swift Horfes, fpurring
them End-ways, and fparing no

B Hﬂiﬁ:

But

. '
~ .




Horfe-flefb, Riding always upon thej . ,

.Spsé;-’g{fith ;ﬁﬁf’ Hd/;g: Hafte for] #poryonr Beds; as D{zvzd did, Plal, 4.
His Majefties Service, from City to] 4 Excutite, Excutite, Leph. 2. 1.
Couatry, and from one Kingdoml Shke your felves from Sluggifhnefs,
to-anpther, carrying always Mat] 25 Sempfon did, Judg. 16. 20. Confi-
ters of Great Concern along with der and berter confider, Hagg. 1., 55 7»
him : So every Man is Riding Poft] 401t not to half part. |
in this Life, carry’d in the Charioz of
Time, which is drawn by the fwifzeft
Horfes, even fuch'as be Winged.
Hoifes:like Pegafns, and {0 Flee fa-
fter than any Poff, according to Fob’s
Phrafe [My Days are [wifter thaw a
Poft, They flee awny , &rc.] They
run fafter, and outrun the Poftf.
Qb that Men wonld confider the great
‘Concern of the Pacquet they carry,
and the Tendency of their way, &,

Secondly, The Poff Rides Night
and Day without eicher ftop or ftay,
making no long Meals any where,
but takes a Bitand away, &¢. So
Maz’s Life is ever in motion, it
makesno ftands at any place or rime,
but every Moment he is yielding
fome little unto Death, his Life i3
pafling towards it, while e is fleep-
Ing in his Bed; He is ever Riding
Bethink your felves, 2 Chron, 6. 37. Pot, be it Winter OF Srsmer time,
(as the Hedrew Reading is) and con-] OF b€ his way and weather faur or foul,
fider. awnyuzium. Scptuagint Reads 12 Profperity or ddverfisy. Oh shar
- Phl. 119. §9. Makea Dialogue with|??¢7¢ were fuch ar FHearé in Men

our own Hearts, conmuise with them 1_)ezzt. 5+ 29. 1O confider their latter
AT 1pon end. Deut. 32. 29. Seeing every

E 2 Tear,
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" ding Pof? is betrulted with a concern
- of Infinite and everlafting Confe-

(52 )

fedr, Month, Week, Houx and Mi.

nute, you are riding Poft to your
Graves. They thatdo not Remem-
ber their latter end, arcto be lamen-
ted, becaufe they will come. down
wonderfully, Lament. 1.9. -

Thirdly, The Pof is Betrufted

~with Matters of weightieft Mo-

ment; fometimes the fzving or fink-
ing of aKingdom depends upon the
Pofts Carriage or Mifcarriage 5 he
therefore (in fueh a Cafe) 1s com-
manded to Ride upon pain of Death,
and dare not loiter, or linger care-
lefly, till he come at the end of the
Stage, and till his Pacquet be care-
fully delivered : So Max in his Ri-

quence, to wit, his Pretions Soul,
whichisa Jewel of more worth than
the whole World ; Chriff (who is

, Truth

353 )
Trath it felf) faith {o, and he is beft
able to know the worth of Souls, be-
caufe he alone paid the price of
Souls. Matth. 16. 26. and 20." 28.
Oh confider, how every one of you
are Riding Poft with this Pear! of
great Price in your hands, take heed
of fcattering 1t, or trucking it away
for Trafh and Trifles; you Ride up-
on pain of Death, be not carelefs,
your Life Spiritual and Eternal lies
at Stake; how can you be too care-
ful ? beware of Spiritual Slumber,
until your pretsons Pacquet be delive-
red upcn a Dying Bed, and you then

be able to fay with the Proto-Martyr

Stephen, [Lord TFefus, Receive my
Spirir] A&t 7. <9.or better with
your Bleffed Redeemer, faying [ Fa-
ther, into thy hands I commend my
Spirit] Luke 23. 46. Thus David
was careful to deliver his Pacquet

E3 - 1nto
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into Right hands both Livisg and
Dying. Pfal. 31. 5, ¢.

_ Fourthly, Some Pofts Ride longer
Stages than others, and fome fhorter
with their Mail, and Errand’; yea,
fome are ftopp’d and Robb’dof theiy
Charge, ¢&e. ThusnoMan knows
the length of his Poit-Stage ;, We
know, that it is but fhort in ﬁefzeml,
but alas, we know not how'fhort it

may be in particnlar: We are bidl

[not to Boast of to Morrow, for we
kizow not what & Day may briug forth]
Prov. 27.1. Jam. 4. 13. Marth. 6. 4

(55

i Stay now thy ftriking ] G_ér_z.
;ﬂzg. 1[0, 1{. and he may call upon
any one of us thisor the next Mo-
ment, faying [Sray now your Ris
ding] God (indeed) gives to {ome
enough of Riding Poft, they are
weary with Pofting, weary of the
Werld, and the World as weary of
them, they Jive undefired and die -
lamented . But all muft wait £7l) their

change come. Job 14. 14.

The Second Allufionin Job g. 26.
is a Man Sailing in a Ship. Mark

34.1 the Gradation.

We know not what lies hid in the
Womb of Time, one Big-belly’d
Day may difinount us : 'as yomzg as
We, as ffrong as we have been dif-
mounted ; yea, fome we fec daily
are unhorfed afloon as thy fet our,
dying in their. Child-hood : God
call’d from Heaven to Abvaham, (ay-

ing

The Second Simile.

Firft, A Ship i« [wifrer than a
Pq/i‘jrf:ad thenc[:i Fob rifeth higher
there; but an Eagle is fwifteft of all
the three : A Ship pafleth {wiftly be-

fore the Wind, and ftoppeth, ﬂzng; |




- reach her defired Harbour or Ha-
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eth not, till fhe cotne to the Shore;

fome one Port, fhe is Bownd for and
refts not, firikes not Sail, till fhe

Vell.

Mark alfv the Congraity in fu.ndry;
P.z.rtlcglal:; betwixt Man’s Paffage
throngh this Life, anda Ships paff;
through the Sea. g P~ g

The (Firft) Congruity is, as a
Ships Bulk (beingbuilt juft after the
manner of Max’s Body in a Supine
pofture, the Bottom-Tree anfwer-
ing our Back-Bone which hath ma-
ny Ribs rifing up on both fides, ¢.)
is made for Mozz0n, not Reff. Hence
the Ignorant Indians call’d the firft
fhips they beheld [ Moving Iflands ]
All fhips are made for launching out
into the Deep Waters. Plal. 107. 23,

24. And when heaved from off thef

Stocks
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Stocks ( where they are built ) in
order to their pafling down into the
Deep, have a peculiar - Name (as
the Good-Speed, the Adventyre, &c.)

ut upon them: Even foitiswith
the poor Iffe of Mazw, (o called ) he
upon his firft Launching forth from
‘his Mothers Womb, into a Sea of
mifery, hath fome fignificant Name
put upon him, with many hearty
wifhes (from Parents and Relati-
‘ens ) fent after him,both for his Safe- -
ty and Succefs. .

Secondly, No fooner is the Ship
Launched out into the Main Ocean,
but {he meets with contarry Winds,
raging Waves, dreadful Storms,ee.
as before ; {othat fhe is never fafe
or quiet till fhe reach her Reft, in
her defired Haver, Pfal. 107. 3o0.
Thusitis with M1z, while in this

lower World ) the place of Pyracy,
Job
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| Job 7. 1. ut fupra.) He is affaulted

with many Pyrates ( who hang out
falfe Colours, to decoy him within
the Command of their Cannons )
He is Afflicted, toffed with Tempests,

- and not Comforted, Ufa. g4.11. This

prefent evil Worldis a very Shop,
fully furnifbed with All Tempting
Tools,and the Zife of manis but as
one Temptation, continued from
Firlt to Laft: Tisa /ife made up
all of Temptation. Aaz is ever
under either #4fitle or Invifible Dan-
gers : He pafieth through Perils

- (in Perils often, as Paul, 2 Cor. 11.

26. ) every moment , untill he
Reachto that Everlafting Reft, in a
Defired Haver , Heb. 4.9. Revel.

14, 13. .

The (Third) Congruity is, A Ship
is not only made tor Motion , but
for Swift Motion . Hence Fob phra-
' ~feth
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fethit [ My days pafs away, a5 the Swift

Ships ] Hebr. Ships of Ebeck, which

may be read [ Ships of defire ] whe-
ther they be: $hips of Pleafure, or

Tiatehes, which are Built Frigar-wife,

Tor Sapling Swiftly: Or they be
Ships of Pyracy (as Mendoza reads
it, faying,[ Naves Piratice ¢ mer-
cibus Fucns quam velocilfime Rapinn-
swr ] Plundering and Pilfering
Privateers, being empty of Burdens,
malke the moft {peedy way,in Plow-

(ing threugh the Waters ; efpecial-

ly when they have both Wind and

-Tide with them, to promote their

Progrefs : Thus it 15 with poor
mortal Man, who is a rowling, tum-
bling thing , like a Ship, hopping
from Hill to Mountain, and meer-
ing with no Refting Place, Jer.so. 6.
He yeels 10 and fro, as if druak
like the Marriners in a toffed Ship,
Pfal,107.26,27.Yea,and many mens

| motions
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motions to Flell are as fwift Ships,
making great hafte thither , Prov. 1.
16. Ifa.59. 7. Rom. 3. 1§. mans
life is fwift of it RIf, but it runs
~moft {wittly when the wind of
Temptation and the tiie of Corrup.
tion concurr to carry it forward &,
"~ Oh would to God the motion: o
your minds, made as much _expe-
dition towards Heaver, as wicked
men do towards He//: All men are
Ships of Defire, both good and bad,
Allare Home-bound to one of thofe
ports 5 and never do the winds o
much fill the Sails of fuch and {uch
a Ship, as Defires do fill the .minds
of the Mariners to be at {uch and
fuch a Defired Haven : *Tis true,
the worft of wicked men do not
Defire Flell, yet though they do not

delire that end, they have ftroug|

defires towards zhe way to that
end ; how ought every gracious foul
- ' to

-2 Cor.
‘ Defired  Haven , Pfal. 107. 30
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to pray for the frefh gales of Gods
Spirit : John 3. 8. and to cry with
the Spoufe in the Song [ Awake O
Northwind, and come thoy Southwind,

blow upon me , -&c. ] Cant. 4. 16.

a Godly Perfon hath with Pas/ his

[ Cupio Diffollvi ] a-defire tobe d1f.
folved and to be with Chrift, Phil.
1. 23. O how fhould we all ( with
the penitent prodigal , Haften home
to onr Fathers Houfe, &c. Luke 5.
17, 18, 2¢. Heaven is our home,
. 5. from 1. to 7. ’tis our

even everlafting happinefs.

Fourthly ,the (Fourth) paraphrafe
upon Jobs phrafe ( that mans life is
like a Ship) folleweth, that as a
Ship leaves no vifible tract behind
her, {o life pafferh unto death, and

the memory of it is forgotten.Solomon

faith, the way of a Ship in the mic{/i‘zf
' 1ne
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the - Sea cannor be tracked y Proy
30. 19. for though the make deg;
turrows in her paffage all along, yel
do they immediately clofe up again
and .the fame Solomon faith of men
yea of great men( that carry a greaf
figure in their place ,and” e of 2
Ruffling grandeur in the world )
Wwhen once Dead, the memory of
them wears out of the mind, Eceles,
8.-10. and g. 5. ,Thus &g ys¢ for-
gat Fofeph, Exod, 1. 18. and Ifrael
Gideon, Judy. 8. 345 35 Teamen,

.

Eriends and Familiars remember _the
dead 5o more. Thus likewife fome
underftand that phraft ia Dan. 8.,
L The hegoat toncherh not the ground |
in this fgnce that it imports, not
only the
Alexanders  predigious conquefts ,
but alfo that in 7 fhort time no man
would know what was become ei-
ther of that great conqueror, oxf:
. 0

Ninthe midft of the Sea. A
good it is to be a godly perfon  for
the Righaeous fball be had in Everlaft-

fpeed and expedition of |
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of any of his vaft Conquefls, there
would be no print of any their foot-
feps loft behind , they. would no
more be found than the way of a fhip

Yet O how

ing Remembrance, Pfal. 112. 6. the
mfmar] of the juft fhall be bleffed.,
Prov. 10. 7. they fhall be meati-
oned with much veneration, after
ﬂeath, even by thofe that {pared not
to Reproach them in their life; their
very name fhall be honourable and
acceptable toGod and men; whereas
the name of the wicked rotteth, and

finks above ground, Prov. 10. 7.

Fifthly and laftly, a Ship never
refts, till fhe come into her defired
Heaven, {omans life ftays no where
till it comes to its long reft, and that

is a blefled xeft to thofe that dye 2”
Hie
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the Lord, Revel. 14. 13. that fall] or puton: They hunger and thirft
afleep in Jefus, 1 Thef. 4. 14. God]no more; they are then 1oyl

- takes a way their Souls outof theit} as she Angels, that need g {fuch

bodies (as itwere) by a Kifs; thug things, Mat. 22, 30. The Lans there
Rabins read that phrafe [Gual pif Leads 2id feeds them, Rev, 7.16,17,
Fehovah 1 Deut. 34. 5.4 the month} they are then clothed with Glory,
of the Lord Mofes dyed ( not, aswed 2 Cor, 5.2, &e. :

- according to the words of the Lord) ‘
As if God had taken away his Soulf (2.) From Labours of Infrmity,
with a kifs of his mouth ; fuch ajthey have their Wyszs of Eafe, No
kifs of love as the Spoule prayed fordmore pasn, as well as 7 1more pains,
from the mouth of Chrift,Cans 1. 24Rev. 21." 4. No Grief nor Gripes
when this is done what follows aftefjthen, o4 in no fear of the Caldeans
but reft from labours? ( 1) from Lagthere, Fo6 3.17, 18. Their Bacah
bowrs of weceffity ( 2 ) from labours offis then turned into Berachsh , their
Infirmity, and (3 ) from' laboursifizhing into finging, mifery into ma.
of Iniquity. ey © Al Tears are wip'd from theér

s, |

| £

(1.) They Reft from the firf,
to wit, the Necejfzzry yet toﬂfoml (3_ ) From the Labours of Iyi-
Labours of this Life; they take nolwiry. ~ All men are under 2 Sinful
more thought [ Proprer Viitum ONccellity here, Eceles. 7. 20, Sin
Amidtam ] what they (hall cag,drmk; Pill keep houfe with us, whether
A 0 . R .

We

\
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we will or no: ’Tis an heart-greiv-

- ing Inmate, till Death turn it out
of doors, as Sarsh did Hagar, Gen,
'21.10. ¢ Thisthe Anti-Type Ty.
pitied by the iﬁetting Leprofie, that
could not be {craped out of the walls
of the houfe infeGted with it until
all the Stones and Timber thereo
were taken down to the ground
Levit, 14. 43, 44, 45. As Vltimm
* morborum medicus est mors, Death
Heals all the Difeafes of the Body.
So Peccatum erat _ciiﬂefrix mOrEis, ¢
. mors erit Sepulchvum peccats, Sin wa
the Mid-wife to'Death, and’ Death
fhall be the Sepulchre of Sin in the
Saul.. A believing Soul is not takep
away iz his fins, (as John 8. 21.
but fromhis fins: Till then, we art
- all bound to this Body of Sin, which
makes us cry out,[ O Wretched men
that we are, &e. ] This brings down
with Sorrow to the Grave. But then
' - Chrif
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Chriff  Delivers us from that Bond,
Rom. 7. 24, 25. Caufing the Death
of the Body, quite todeftroy that
Body of Death, till then, mans  life
1s & fore Travel, Eccles. 1. 13. &
2. 23. While the Plummets of Sin
hang at the heels of our Souls, we
are Reftlefs, altogether Reftlefs, but
when Death comes to Strike off thofe

Plummets, Then thereis s Reff in
deed, | L

Thé Third and laft Refemblance

/

"in Job 9. 26. isfromthe Eagles Fly-

ing; the Climax here is very dbfer-
~vable, An Eagle is {wifter than a
Ship, as a Ship fwifter than a Po,
The Eagle, of all flying Fowls is
reputed the {wiftelt flight, and hath
the firongeft Wing, Hibh. 1. 8.
Prov. 30. 19. The way of an Eagle
m the Air, 1s High, Swift & Strong.
Thus Life hafteth from us,and Death
o F2 haftens
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haftens to us, asdoth the Eagle to
the Carcafs it defireth to devour,
Matth, 24.28. Then is the Eagle
moflt {wift when hunger (as it were)
doth add Wings to his Wings, then
comes he upon his Prey;like a Thun-
der-Bolt upon the Earth, {wiftly and
fuddenly, . before it can fhif for it
felf. Thus Death is not faid to walk
- anfoot, butis mounted on Horfe.
back, Rev. 6. 8. Death rideth
upon the Pale Horfe, Death Rideth
®aff ( asabove.) upon a winged
Horfe tous, asLifedoth thelike in
Pofling - fromus. . Oh how fudden-
ly, {fome perfons are furprized with
[udden Death.

- The Sixth and laft Obfervation is
from the Quality of it, mans life is
#lfo 2 moft wmiferable Life. *Tis not
only a poor Pilgrimage, but ’tis alfo
a fhort and miferable one : *Tis called

| S ~ here
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here a Pilgrimage, and that made up
of a few daies, and thofe evé/ ones al-
fo. When Mar came firlt out of
Gods Mint, ( in his {tate of Inno-

cency ) he was a curious Silver-
Peice, which fhone moft glorioully,

Pfal. 8.5. Eccles. 7.29, ¢, But

now fince the Fa//, he is become a
poor, thin, worn o Groar, Luke
15. 8, 9. Which hath loft its /ufre,
wéight, the found of fiver, and its
image and fuperfcription: He is now
the Prodigal loft, and a Pilgrim
wandering in the Wildernefs of fin,

when caff out of the Garden of God.

Maz is now-become miferable every
way, miferable in his Name, Enofb,
which fignifies, ( mere mifery.) And
in his Nature, buta bagg of Dung,
a lump, not only of Panity, but of

Mifery alfo. Man is miferable,
(1.) At hisBirth, dntequam »s-
tes eft Damnatws faith Ambrqfé :
€
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He  is Condemned as he is Conceived :|

His Birzh is polluted, Pfal, 51

and Ezek, 16. 4, 5. & Fob IZ,. 12
He comes crying into the World,
prophecying (as it were ) that heis

now launching out of the Havenl

of the Womb,into the wide O
Care and Ca’lamity : So, ceanol

( 2.) He ismiferable % bs Life:
A Life Full of Trouble, Job 14.03
He 45 Born tomifery, Job 5. 7. His
Childhosd and Towrh™ is not only
I 4 anity, Eccles.11.10. Butifnotwvil-
dany, ’tis yet mifery. Yea his Mid-
die-Age is made miferable by grafp-
ing too greedily of that bundle of
Thorns, the World, &c. Much more
his Old-Age, whichis exprefly called
a5 Evil Age, Eccles. 12. 1, Thus
inthefe four refpects, man is more
than thrice miferable as to b4 ife.

(32

South or

(7 )
( 3.) At his Death molt of ‘ll,
if not Bornagain, before he Dye)
thenhe doth but Begin his Endlefs
Mifery. = |

UV SE L

Oh that I could be a Boanerges ,
or Sox of Thunder, toawaken fouls
out of the fleep of Sin, [what meaneft
thon O thou Sleeper,arife? &c. Jon.1.6.
Awake, awake, why [leepeft thou, &c.
Eph. 5. 14. Call uponthy God, and be
not f{till faft lull’d afleecp , by a
Soul-undoing Devil, in the bewitch-
ing Cradle of Carnal Security.
Knoweft thou not, that upon this
moment (‘and God only knows how

" fhort it may be ) depends no lefs

than thy Eteraity of Woe or Weal?
As the Tree falls, o it lyes, and{o
it rifes again: what way the Tree
leans, that way it falls, either to

North, and it leans that
) | way
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way it hath moft boughs en ; @
then enquire, op what fide mog
boughs grow, that t0 Hesver o
that to Helf?” ye bad better dye
in a Ditch, Dunghi], orDungeon, a5
Dyeinfin,” Joh, §. 21, -

VSE 1,

ThenStudy this Patriarchs Opticks,
whohad a Righe Profpeét '
life; thatit is but a Lz‘ngri;zg Death,
2 Poor, Shor and Miferable
- 7rage, wherein thoy” mug

oul way and weather, as wel] as fair:

A Returng Brewvi Teysy, may ( ere

ever thou be aware Jdetermine thy
Pilgrimage.  Tpe Angels Queftion
0 Hagar, [ Whepce coneft thon, and
whither goeft thoy ? 1 Gen. 16. 8.
(W hetherto Heaven, op Heyy )is of

Infinite Importapce 7 He that gather
% SUIINGT, i 4 mife '

Oof mans

(73 )

5. As this Toung-Mar, (whofz Fy.
neral we are Solemnizing ) did : He
hadlearnt tolook upon ail worldly
things, witha Pilgriz/s E 've, and to
make ufe of them(in his way Home)
witha Pilgrims Heart. Much more
might Ifay, from my own perfonal
Knowledge, ‘wereit not, that it is
MOt my manner to Paint Sepulchyes,
or s0 Beantifie the T ombs of the dead,
which is a work fitter for a Pharifee,
Mat. 23.29, than fora Gofpel-Mi-
nifter, é”c. '

U S E, 1IL

Oh that all Young Men, were
fuch Mortified Timothies as He was,

wholived much in a little Time !
And though Je ée deprived of the refr-
due of his dayes, Ifa. 38. 10.And hath
not the long life, promifed 16 Prety,
yer God keeps his Word with hl;n,

- or
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for his Promife is but with the Si]— . L
verofthis life, but his Payment if
with the Gold of 2 Better Life. S
lon faid, g “end Oc; Buire g
. whom  God Loves, Dy
Teung : He’s taken away fromthe E
vil to come, 2 Kings 22. 20, Ifa. g7
1. Hehath lived long enough, tha
can fay, ( not, IhaveMarriedm
Children. to good Husbands, &
Wotldlings fay, but ) I have May
. xied my precious Soul, tothe Blefld
‘Bridegroom: This was his Joy
yet could be Content to pafs oy
ofthe midft of this Joy oz Earth
to pollefs a Berter and Greater if
Hleaver : And O that we mdy ente
into our Mafters Joy, as he hatl
done! Asa Pojfthat hath deliveref
his. Pacquetto God,a Ship that i
laid up in the Haven of Heaven, !
an Eagle now feeding on the Car
cafs of Chrift o
. FINIS

A Brief Relation of the Firft
Converfion and ( after
that ) of the whole Con-
verfation of that precious
Young Man Mr.John Dra-

- per, diawn out of bis Bx-
periences, Exercifes, Ex-
‘aminations of Himfelf;
and bis Evidences for Hea-
ven ;5 all writ with bis own
band in Charallers, &c. - -

l I what a prodigious account
<= he gives of himfelf with

Jis own Hand-writing , I could
net

—— -

CHAP L o
Aving diligently perufed

N
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not but ftand aftonithed, that one

770
help of a Key is made both legible

fo young, and a fervant too, and]and intelligible, and now publifhed
who had fo much bufinefs on Earth}for publick good. l
in his Mafters fervice, fhould redeem] I. For his Experienses, they fall
{6 much time to make Religion hiJunder a twofold head; the former
bufinefs, in ferving his great Mafterfrelates to his firft Converfior , and
Chrift, and in fecuring Heaven forjthe latter to his whole Converfatios :
his Soul : ‘Though it feems almoftjHis. Converfior (I underftand ) was
Incredible; .yet it is moft certainlyfeffeually wrought ( notwithftand-
true, that he Mellowed much, and]ing his ftri and Religious Edurca-
- Ripened faft for Abrabams Bofom,|tiom and former conviétions hereaf-

‘as.appears by the Sequel.

. This Holy Young Man may be
very eminent Patern of Piety to Old
as well as Young Men, in a fourfold
refpet (1.) for his Experiénces,
(,2.) for his Exercifes, (3.) for
his Se/f-Examinations, and (4.) for
his Excellent Charaiters and Eviden-
ces of hjs Intereftin a better World,
All which I find very firenuoufly
ftated in his' own Hand-wriring,
though in Charalters, yet by the

————

help| .

ter mentioned, ¢ ) by a-Sermon
preached from Matth. 5.25,26. [ 4-
gree with thy Adverfary guickly mhile
thow art in the way, &c.] About
December the 8¢h. 1678.From whence
He learned thofe blefled truths fol-
lowing, and not only had them fix-
ed upon his Heart, and.fealed upon
his Soul, but alfo I find his own
Soul fixed (in wax ) uponthem,to
exprefs the great Veneration of them
for their being fo Ravifhing and
R Refrefh




Refrefhing (in the Hand of Chrif

Debt, for which to arreft. every fin:

" VL. This Debt of fin is firangely

8
.
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to his Spirit.  The Great Truths thy
‘had an abiding work upon his hear
when this Time of Love came upaf
him, were thefe; a
- I That God and Man are at v
riance through fin, they are at a di
ftance. ‘

IL °Tis mans wifdom to mak
his pcace with' God his Adverfary,

III. This muft be done guickly
while Masz és in his way, before he
brought to the Fudges Houfe b
death, &= - -

1V. There is great danger in de
laying or deferring this agreement,
but finners. fhould take up wi
God before it be ‘toolate, ¢,
V. That God hath an ‘A&ion of
ner, ¢, !
crcumftanced , (1.) “tisan Hereds:
“ : tary,

(79
tary, (2 )an Univerfal Debt ; both
every man is born in this Debt, and
no man living is exempted from it.
(3. ) ’tisan increafing and a grow..
ingdebt, the longerit runson in a

mans life, &c. ( 4.)’tis an infinite
debtand therefore infoluble ; it can-

nct be paid &v¢. no finite creature

can ever pay this infinite debt, to the
infinite Creator. Thofe blefled truths
the Lord {pake with 2 frong hand
(as Ifa. 8.11.) to this Yonng Mays
keart, and made him confider,

- Firft, That till this Agreement
be made, my Godsis. my Adverfary,
and T had better have allthe World

| my Enemy, the Maker of the World,

who, if a friend can make my Ene-
mies Friends, ¢,

Secondly, I cannot ftand it out
with the great God, who will burn
up thofe z%ryars that fet themfelves
againit him, Jfa. 27. 4.
i . Thirdly

asdnsbendeadits
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Thirdly, *Tis no frivolous thip
to be done or undone, but: *is a mar.
ter of great moment ; Eternal wejf
and woe hangs upon it, ;.

Fourthly,Imuft agree, . becaufs
there is no other way in all th
World to take up this prodigiou
debt but by agreement, cfz,

Fifthly, Tt will not always be m
priviledge to make an agreement ;
Time will notlaft always for takin
up the Controverfy, for when Deat
comes, then it is to late, ¢fe, -

Sixthly, Ifmy caufé come before
the Righteous Judge, I am fure 1o
be caft, becaufe “tis a bad caufe. and
that Judge will not be bribed with
any thing in the day of Judgment.

Seventhly, It Tbe caft in my caufe,
I fhall be delivered up by the Judge

to Gods Gaoler and Executioner, to

wit, the Devil, '

- Exghtly, IfIbe Delivered over to
- Gods

81 )

6l Gods officer of Juftice, he willcalt

me into Prifon, that is, Dragg me

into hell, | |
Ninthly , If onee I becaft into
the prifon of Hell ; there muft I lye,

Y1ll I have paid the uttermaft Far-

thing, which can never be done, I
muft be always paying the Debt,
yet never have paid it. o

By thefe Soul-awaking Confidera-

tions, the Lordhelp’dhim ( through

| his Grace) to conclude with hm-

felf, That it was the higheft Wit-
domin the World to agree quickly
with God his Adverfary ( as he was
achild of Wrath by nature, Eph.2.3.)
and it would be the moft {ublime
Folly for him any longer to deferx
it, ¢e. ' L
Hereupon the Lord having. thus
opened his Eyes, touch’d his Heart
and broke down windows into his
Dark Soul, upon further inquiry he
B G learned
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wety O [atisfy the debt with the
vavel of his Soul. Fob 33. 24.

(82 )

learned, that this vaft debt he wage
~owing to Divine Juftice (nolefs tha
Ter thowfand Talents, Mat. 18. 201 7.22. and Jfz. §3. 11. (3)
which is no-lefs than aKings Rankiod makes the Sinners Heart wil-
dom ) could never be compounde ing to accept of this way of Agree-
for : This juft Judge willhave eithe eat, Phil 2, 13, Thar which
‘Allor None, and tillan Agreeme 95 o9 mans part is two fold, (1.)
be made, Godis anangry Adverfag) j; gofir (notonly in ation but
fary :  And better I fhould angef 18500 alfo) and (2.) to oy
allthe Witchies in the World, andg;,,, Chrift as one undone without
all the. Devils in-Hell, than angefim : Thus came this bleffed Sou!
the great God , I muft agree withibe 4roken off from the Vild Olive,
-Hir. - om. 11. 24. In his lettiug goand
- . ~Rying down of fin, as the greateft
« Then the inquiry was made hoy vil, and by Grace became grafted
this might be done? , othat Bleffed and Bleeding Vine
.. "The anfwer was, there is fomefhe 7 ,p4 Fefiss, Fobn 15.1, 2. who
thing lays on Gods part, and fomever afrer his happy grafting .ime,
thing on yours : That on Gods perthecame 3 fruit bearing branch, have-
15 (1.) to tiid am Arbitrator or Das. g juice and nourithment admini.
Mz one more than a man, for what fred abundantly to him from the
f coulda meer mian do with anangryfree of Life Jefus Chrift, as the fe-
| .God? (2.) Cod found 4 Ranfom, afuel will manifelt in almolt unparal-
Lo , Suréty Rl inftances. Gz  Thus
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Thus far in fhore, for his exper
ences in his fivf Converfion,now cou

(35 )
per, asis manifeft by thofe expcr{-

ences writ with his own hand upon
that fubjeét which with no fmall

we to treat more largely of his wh
Converfation, fome parts whe
fhall bereduced to the three follo
ing Heads, His Exercifes : His E
mirations of Himfelf, and his E
dences for Heaven which he attain
"unto, &c.

frecorded.

CHAP IL

— e ———

'NO W after his thorough 2
holy Converfation, which appea
to be much in Heaven by his co
fing {0.much with God, and with!

own heart, in his due preparatif,

for, and true participation of t
greateft of ordinances, the Lords S

P .

trouble yet with gredt delight are

4here tranicribed.

- Now that he was éred and made

Janew creature by his effeiual calling
Jhefound and felt a neceffity that he

+

mutt alfo be fed, {o asks councel a.

Jbout the concern of his Soul, and

fearnt thofeDivineLeflfons which He

" As (1.) the Lords Supper is fo called
becaufe our Lord ordained it at his

:Jlalt Supper inftead of the Paffover.

. (2.) ’tis the duty of Beletvers to

ICCcive it, c_lﬁt'th'ey‘dq flight his
found Cosverfion follows Love, gnd, difobey .hlS ‘Command.
| l{J.) And to receive it often ac-
co

ng- to Chrifts command and

the Apoftles prattice,

(4.) That being dulland doulx.
g under my Spiritual wants ( faith
- G3 he)
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he ) I mufk give all dilljgence -
) , ce -topre
pare my Heart for fo grgat a wo{r)lic-
All are naturally unfit, God wil
come and veiw his guefts, I hay
to v with the Son of God, &c.
(5. This preparation muft b
madeby a narrow fearch of my ow
Hearx concerning my Szrs, my wan;
az:d my Graces, and by fervent anf

lolemn prayer,” -
_(6.) The Graces I muft go t
f;d ax}d _g;t Jgom him are, Ko
eagey, Fasth, Love, R ‘
A76(’3’ ’Oéezz'z'erz,ce. " .6[677(4”58;‘ .
(7. I mult have Knowleds, for
without ic the heart canpot be ‘good,
nl?r cau Iknow my flf nor difcen
the Lords Body : Tmuft know how

man was created, and how he fl
znql in him, how we are recovered
by Chrift, how renewed after the

mage of God in knowledg, &«
dark

and

till then_ my underftanding is

(87)
and ignorant,my confcience benum.-
med, my affeCtions out of order and.

fit upon wrong objetts, my memo-.
ry brittle, my eyes full of adultry

| and my whole Frame outof Frame,

the knowledg of thofe things will
help to break my heart that fucha
flthy lump of Sin as I am, fhould
ee and feel the arms of Chriftimbra-
cng me. .
~ (8.) Imuft have Faith whereby
I may hartily receive him as my
Lord and Redeemer,; and rely upon
him alone both for fafery and {alva-
tion : Without faith ’tis not poffible
to pleafe God, and I may.not dif-
pleafe him at his own Table, when
I go thither for the food of my
Soul. |
(9.)1 muft have repentance, be-
caufe Imuft judg my felf, thatI be
not judged : I muft both mourn for
{inand turn from fin, when I come
to the Lords Table, &c. (10.)
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{ the great work of mans redemption,
q Gods feverity againft fin in thedeath
of my Surety & Savior,the preciouf:
nefs of my Soul, thatcoft luck a price
and the priviledges purchafed for me
thereby, for which I muft be thank-
ful, &ec. |

Having thus folemnly prepared
his Soul for this great and tremen~
dous crdinance from Fuly 2 2. 1681.
t0 Augnft the 7h. betore he was yet
_<of twenty ‘years old he fat down the
firft time upon that day at the Leyds
Table :—— Upon this firf Sacrament,
| hereceived Auguff the feventh, thus
he writes, Before Ifatdown, and at
ve . : my firft approach tothe Table,fome-
me moft good in a Dying Hour ] thing of Fearand Trembling feized
&e. o ' Jupon me, but foonafter I had fome
SI;Z) I muft quicken and draw|Sweet Sights of my Dear Redeemser :
forth into aét all thefe forenamed|I fiw him by Faith, how he ftood
Hubsss of Grace when I come.to the} with his Arms wide open to.receive
S.ords Table, there medltatmgupﬁﬂ me, and how he was Pierced, thﬁt
- : » te .t s , the

( whom tve love:not, and who lo
dat is ) but ’tis dreedfull and da
gcerbqs to fit down in our Enmi

(1) Lmuft have new. Obidien

have that mercy which would dq
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the Blood came out of his Blefled
and Bleeding Sides: I had thena

clearer Sighit of my God ( through
my Redeemer ) and of his blefled
Angels, This was ravifhing, and
Oh how refrefhing ; but could not
gzt my heart Inflamed enough with
Loveto Chrift. Ilaid open my Sins
and beg’d the Pardon of them might
be Sealed. Ipromifed to live up to
this Obligation, ¢.

. Concerningithe Second Sacrament
he Received Sepr. 4. 1681. Hegives
this account.. [ Ihad not duely pre-
pared my Heart for {o great a work
and Ordinanance, but blefled for
cver, bleffled be theLord,who did not
deal with me accordingto rity unpre-
parednefs, which if he hdd done, I
lad not been here,but been banifhed
from his prefence, and {0 beenunder.
the Death of Deaths. Buthe was
pleafed to give mea Sighe of himfelf
( which

(91 )
( which 1 efteem above life ) and
likewife a Sight of God and Chrifts
conferring about mans Redemption.
I{aw the Lord ( as it were ) faying,
Come ye Holy Angels, behold man
is fallen, fee if ye can find a way
for his recovery, which they could

-not, but Chrift took upon him mans

falvation : AndI faw my felf ( as it
were ) in Hell where I had for ever
laid, but Chrift came, and drew me
out, then I embraced him as my Pro-
phet, Prieft and King, and became
willing to forfake the World and alt
for Chrift : O that Imay doit more
and moreund never have this frame
worn off, but that while I am be-
low with my Body, my Soul may
be above with my God,&c.

The Third Sacrament was October
24.1681. on which he writes thus
as the minifter ¢ in adminiftring )
wasfaying. Sothat you are unfeig-
o ‘ nedly
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nedly willing to receive Chrift, and
whom nothing will fatisfy but him,
1 bid come and welcome to take him,
then were my thoughts fixed uporn
Chrift, though they had been wan.
dring two days before,and I had loft
my beloved, yet nothing could give
me peace till I here found Him, and
Sweet communion with Him,where.
in I heard him fay to my Sonl, thy
fins ( {mal and great) are pardoned,
and thy pardon is fealed ; Tfaw ( as
it were ) his precious blood fpurting
out of his {ides into my heart. Oh
my Soul ever for ever love this Love.
1y Lord, admire and adose him who
hath fealed thy pardon : Never fin
g{;ore, but walk fuitably td all this

c L
- The Fourth Sacrament was' No.
vember 6. 1681 whereof he {ajth
thus; I have longed for this ordi-
nance, becaufe I had more than or-
"~ dinary

(93 )

fins ( fuch as pride that T had long
roaned under ) which made me
E)ng for the {prinkling of my Dear
Redeemers blood to wafh them
away. [ was allo peftered with
paffior (as well as pride ) with -
veljef. with wandring thoughts and
{ome times with Blafphemy ( O cur-
fed, curfed fin,and O wicked wick-
ed heart, once to think whether God
was or no, when thou haft had {uch
clear evidences of a Diety ) thefe
were my five deadly odious fins,
which I begg’d might be purged
from me,

O that I may never fee nor feel
them more : At this Ordinance,
Ifound relief, and feeling the Wine
falling down lower and lower, I de-
fired it might carry ofall my filth,
foasto leave none remaining, and
there did Irefolve ( through grace)
to leave thofe five fins, and never

have
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have any thing to do with them
- &e . |

- The Fifth Sacrament wras December
4. 1681. wherein ( faith he ) I
did again lay my fins before the Lord
fearing their return upon me,did de-
fire a meek and humble heart againft
my préde and paffion ; 1did again re-
fign my felf to God, having broken
Covenant with Him, and begging
( with the Syrophenician Woman )
to touch the Hem of Chrifts gar-
ments, that I might be cleanfed from
my iflue of fin, but could not at that
inftant get fo nigh him but after-
wards had Ia clear reprefentation
of Chrifts fufferings in the Garden
where he bore the wrath of God,
fweating drops of blood, through his
cloths in a cold feafon, fo that he
came as from Bozra, with died gar-
ments, then I faw the crown of

95 J

beaten with the Soldiers iron-gloves
which made the thorns wound his
Holy Head in 72. places, {0 that the
blood ran down upon his body , I
faw alfo the. heavy weight of the
crofs laid upon Him, and how he
was Ipit upon, reviled and derided ;
this blefled fight prevented wan-
dring thoughts, till the laft prayer,
though I did net deferve the leaft
crumb of comfort for unpreparednefs
to fo great a work, which, had God
dealt out my defert, would have
been no lefs than Hell, &c.

- The Sixth Sacrament he did par-
take of was Fanmary -the firft 168,
upon which he makes thefe remarks,
T'had been fome days before more
than ordinary in my preparation and
prayer for a proftable receiving,
and when I came to it, I was fore
afraid that I fhould lay firefs upon

thorns upon his head and his head preparatory actings, therfore beg-

beaten

‘ . | | _ L

gc




( 96 )

beged { of God that he would hot|.

deal with me aceordingly, I1aboured
to alt my requifite graces.

As (1.) Repentance laying open
before the Lord allmyold year fin
tothat New-yearsday and labours
to mourn for th?m mo:i:a tdhland fo;-
merly,efpecially for my deadly dea
ly ﬁn);, g;in’tm}:{ pride, Paffionasentf
Wandying Thowghts inHoly Duties
unbeleif , worldlineff &c. and Iho
God gave there both pardon of the
and power againft them.

( 2. ) My thankfulnefs Iactuatel
( as well as I could )for forjch a mer
<y, begging for it both hard an
always. -

(3.) My love, though I ha
much too little, experiencing t
{weet Kifles of Chriﬁs mouth, an
Embraces of his love, I faw Chri
on the Crofs Embracing me as-vve
as I him, and f{aying to God [ 1

- pai

hay

(97 )
paid a Ranfom for him, this man
is he, ¢&e.] This was o {weet,
that I could embrace the ftake or
even go into hell, fo I might thus
-enjoy him whom- my Soul loved ;
and when I heard the Minifter fay,
mourn-for your fins that murdred
your Lord,l anfwered within my felf,
How can the Childven of the Bride
mowrn while the Bridegroom is with
them ? Twice did wandring thoughts
offer themfelves but were (by grace)
fuppreffed at the firft rifing, having
now obliged my underftanding,
will, memory, affe&iéps, conlci-
ence, yea all to attend Gods fervice :
While thus fil’'d with this enjoyment
Ionged to be in Heaven, and defi-
rel that welcom, -welcom friend
death that I might {ing with the Ho-
ly Saints and Angels Hallelujahs to

dto the Lord : then faid 1,0 my Soul

let nothing draw thy lqve from thy
Lord : For the World, Friends
clations,Pleafures,Profits,all things
put
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put together, can never give fuc
joy to thee as thou haft found fron
lovely, lovely Jefus in this bleff
ordinance,theretore lay not out thy
love upon any thing befides Hin,
who hath doné and 1s doing grex
things, yea and will do greater fy
thee. Such was my warming war
ming loves at this Supper.

The Seventh Sacramemt was Fe
bruary the 3. 168:. Upon whid
he remarks thus, [ when I found my
heart not fully fixed by myNewyean
Day Sacrament, but notwithftand
ingall my ftriving I was yet trov
bled with diftrattion in duty, I long
ed for thisordinance very much anf
thoughe it long till it came that ac
couhts might be made evenbetween
God and my poor Soul.I was dull for
2.0r 3.Dutiesbefore and could not gel
my heart raifed, whereby Ifaw tha
1 deferyed nothing: though wan
dring thoughts preifed upon me, yet
were they cut fhort 2 or 3 timc;,

, | an

|Th
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& I found relief from thoft fins I had
laid open before the Lord in the fore-
going Sacrament. I bewailed my
breaking covenant, my diftraction,
my deadnefs and coldnefs in duty,
&c. And at this Sacrament my
DearRedeemer met me & faid to me
I'have pardoned thofe thy fins at thy
requeft, this much affeted and in-
livened me in love to him, feeing
him then as (" it were ) coming from
Heaven to the Earth, and from
Earth to theCrof§ (thedding his pre-
cious blood forme ) and from the
Crofs into Glory ; and ¢ methought )
Chrift faid tome, gofin thefe your
fins no more, which obliged me to

a clofe walking and to be more
watchful than before ; all this

month the Lord kept me from pride,

but alas my other fins returned to

foil me.

- The Eighth Sacrament was March

5. 168, Upen this he faith ‘thus:

ad more than ordinary commu-
H 2 nion
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nion with God before it, and have be not prevail, but Chrift kept his
not had a {weeter feafon for a long promife in keeping me from pride,
time, which made me long till if g. ‘
came ; inthis erdinance, I faw my] Oh what caufe have I to love the
dear Redeemer (as it were) dead| [ord Jefus, whom [ faw hereagain
witha company of Holy Angels hol coming from Heaven to Earth, to
ding of Him and a great darknef the Crofs to the Graveand to Hea-
over all the place, this was grief tf yen again,and all this to fave my
my Soul, but prelently he that was Soul, here {in was made more edious
dead Ifaw himalive again and com} Chrift more dear, and here I rencw-

ming into the midft of us to feef o my Covenant with God, &c.
what we came for, I went tohim] 7T/, Ninth Sacrament we April
and told him ( methought ) thatlife 4. 1682. upon which be fays thus,
mySoul loved him,and I was come o] §yme Time before this I was in a dull
meet him for ftrength againft corrup frame by the burries of our Trade, ar
tion, and by his help I could. forfake] s time (as may be [een by my diary )
the world and fin (which I hated )}/ lifeconld I find tillthe noon before
to enjoy him, &c. then he told me, |t day, then had I the prefence of my
my pride fhould not prevail againB|Desy Tord in 4 lively manner and
me thus month,nor my other fins but meafure, after this wandring thoughts
by own negle®t. This was {weet dulnef§ and coldnefS ( unfuitable to fo
and refrefhing to my Soul, and|fees 4 fupper ) feized upon me, bus by
this was the occafion of the Devils ranning over again the fame circum-
great rage againft me ( as appearsifances of my Saviowrs [ufferings, efpe-
by my Didry March 14.) yet (.‘Olll!;‘e tially his Agony in the Gayden and ;11
. . H %, : ar
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Jor fuch awretch as me, I found relie
got hatred of my ﬁm: begoed pard({::

of them : And not only fo but g0t power
- againfi them 5 yet wandying thonghts

4 or § times did tronble me, but b
Chrifts Strengthening me I overcam
them, and hoped to have 7y pardoy
Jealed; and 10 have power for the f.
sure for masching better againft then
and_againft my deadnefs and breaking
myCovenant,Gc.which made me long 1o
quit the World wherenpon it was apf
wered me, 1fhould fbortly be freed from
/L finy yet in this Sacrament 1had th
leaft communion with God than in an)
before bur fill much  more, infinitely
more than I deferved,who ( fure T am)
deferves not the leaft mercy.

- TheTenth Sacrament was May 7
1682, npor which ke writes thus,
I had not longing defires after this
Blefled Ordinance, having loft much
of my life I had in duty before
through much hurries of our worldly
affairs:  This morning T wreftle(

wit'
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with God, but had not the light of

‘his countenance -which made me

think of not going, yet conlidering
that was notthe way to be better I
ventured, but found no life at firft,
yet a little after I felt fome reaching
after my Dear Redemer, this made
me refolve to walk more clofely for
the future, after'this it pleafed God
tocome in (out of hisfree love ) and
to give me a clear fight of my {weet
Saviours going to his Crofs,and I fol-
lowing him and laying my felf down
at his feet, when Icould do nothing ;
Then had I plain vifions of my love-
ly Lords afcenfions and his Angels

looking upon him, whereat I found

much goings out of my Soul, after
him, yet wandring thoughts did
trouble me for I had not brought
my breaking Covenant, my Dulnels
and Deadnefs before the Lord, {0 as
tobe deeply humbled for them.
The Eleventh Sacrament was June
4, 1682, Vponwhich he He remarks,
H 4 thus
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f/]lb‘,]l'di"jfﬂg notipfe,wdaver]éadinmj afco}jj prefence, but becanfe 1 had
preparations for this bleffedSacr ment, V not taken a Catalogne of my [fins, and

o doubted whether I [hould

worfe.

£o to 1,
but fearing it might be the laft I (boald
snjoy in peace I then wenty yet st prov’d
the worft Lever yet had, 1 hardl
movings of affeitions only

monrning for my breach of Covenant,
my coldnefs and deadnefs, ce. Hud 4
lirtle fight of my Deareft Redeemer,
but O my mifery for not keeping my in.
gagement made in the foregoing Ord.
naznce: whereby I feared the Hsly Spi,
718 was grejved and [inned away, O fad
Jad, lamentable,deplorable was my tate
whes 1 had fnued my God from me:
My condstion mas wretched mow and
without more care it may yet -be much

ly felt any

The Twelfth Sacrament swas o5
July 2d.1682.mwhereupon be nioses thus,
Lwas but little iy preparatiorn in order
Y0 77y participation of this Holy Ordj-
HARCE, Jet much more than on the luf;
o Lryday merning before 1 had mnch

bad broke my wons with God, *tis Juft
nith him to hide his face from me, and

Omy deadly fin got again too much ad-

vantage againfl me, yet praifed be the

free Grace of my God, I had hisprefence

in this Ordinance, and faw my Dear

Redcemer £0inp alouy bearing  his

beavy Crofs, and his fu [fering thereupon

wnd when his fide was pierced,  ( me-

thought ) 1 ffood under, and his precious

btlood did.dyop down upon me ; but [Hill.
[ was too listle gricved for finy and had
J times wandrings which ( through

race ) paffed away, s the Wine weny

wn 1 defired my (ins might be purged

Way and renewed my refolve of walking

Yewery both kefore and in this Sacya.

enty defigning to fbelter my Soul in

he holes of his blefled Side ( that was

erced ) as the Dove doth inthe holes

“the Rosk.

The Thirteenth Sacrament mwas

ugult 6. 1682, On which he records

thus,

& litth

of
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thus: The hurrics of the W o.rld had mad
menegligent before it yet didliry my ol
by msy catalogne of fins drawn up in Fe.
bruary before, fnch as pride ( where
1had agrear deal )breach of Cove

whereof I was greatly guilty)
I\17%7[:::1{!rings,fDullnc: sin Duty, &,
and then another great one the negled
of {elf tryal after my vows & renewd
Covenant to do it, after Sacraments,
wherein I had found much_[weetnefs.
I conld nor fisll call my felf to a fri
accounty nor aifuate my repentances
becomes a worthy recesver though m
fins were many and greas: At my firft fi
ting down, 1had but lirtie [enfe of [in

(107 )
Crofs and so his Grave and from thence
into Glory, this I viewed with 1 Jistle
(b too little ) life, then the Devi!
tempted me'to make no new en agement
of reformation, but the Loyd helred me,
and I harkned not 1o the TQ»pter.
About 4. times wandrings came, but
( through grace ) theycontinued nos,
1t had I fmal atings of Jove and our.
goings of Soul afier my God and my
Dear Redecmey. '
The Fourteenth Sacrament mas

September 3. 1682, On which he
obferves thus, Ihad but lissle of Ged,

fome time before thic til] Saturday

night. 'Tilong/: I had been much in

; reparation, yet my God came mot in
bus “f;" G{Zi ’{b ZIZZA;” ;b{;?efi,b,:’;gw ;f fillp then, 4;3; iﬂdee!d I faw mnch fin in
g;’;’{i ’J; ’ ]aty;)etbing of my dear Lord| "y beft fe'r'z./ices, Jo begged God would
but once God feemed to come out in fur)| 29t deal with mé a5 | deferved, n')./m/f

ut on et ( methought ) I far) Would have been hell and destryction -
tom;;d.r mIf{-‘; d{emer fop i - Here agsi But comming to partake I had §re¢t
?{4 ::,:ler the Crofs to be wafbedfron hopes of bis prefence, (o foon as 1 had
oy fins and did fee ( as before ) Chrif| Peadedwish God my Laft years ingage-

coming [rom Heaven to Earth, to
coming [rom H : Crf

iment, then found I fome revivings,
And
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and biearing the two great points of theCo
venant(that God would be our God,&

we fhould be his people ) gpened,thes
didI yefizn wp my felf to Godtvith a more

—~y-

( 109 3

wrath too, for my manifold fins, where-
of murmuring iz fome meafure (I am
#fraid )is one, fecking praife among
men # another : Though fenfe of fin

than™ ordinary ‘refignation. My end| bad too little been upon my heart this

im coming to this Ordinance wastoge.

laft month, yer nowwas it more than

the partition wall( betm;'xt-meé’m](iod}”‘ﬁ“l: but lefSthan my fins required, I

caft doivm which I hope was attained, my
Pride andsther fins were parfﬁaﬂed, pro-
wided I did not run into tiem agaim;
I cloveclofe to Chrift and wonld not
let him go withous his bleffing, which
my.dear Redeemer gave me, though Sa
zan prefented many things to prevemt
me thereof : The Lord faid here to mt
1 will be thy God, and my Soul faid, ]
do ingage 16 be one of shy People, leav-
ing all that comes in competition with
my [weet Saviour,&c.

The Fifreenth Sacrament was Oc-
tober 5. 1682. he begins thus,
Bleffing, Praife, and Honosr be 4f-
cribed wnto my God, and Redeemer,
who hath neither forgotten nor for[aken

me, thowgh I did deferve it and Gods

wrath

-

plesded with God that he commanded me
tobelicve, to this I had great comfore
returned and after much flrugling the
Lord affured me my fins were pardoned;
then had 1 fuch reprefentations of my
Redeemer as I had oft before , when
Gods juftise impleaded me for my fins,
» jieet Saviour didthen anfwer, 1

the Devil eﬂv]ed_,‘ te/lz'fxg me all this
was but a fable, and would have diver-

{red me but (by grace ) I overcame him :

howam 1 obliged tolove God who
athgiven me [miles when I deferved
othing but frowns, (balkuot I be more

areful topleafe him, and more fearful

0 offend him(He ends as hebegan) Blef-
i#g, Praife, and Hononr, le to my
I God

have dyed and [atisfied for him, at this

-
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s - n.| 04004 might cleanfe away all my loads
God and. my Redeemer for ever, & "o P o j;{/ﬁﬂ God in-all bis
- The Sixteenth Sacrameqt m;c Ng dealing with me, and his wishdraw-
vember § 1682. on which be [, " ments fromme, then didl receive Chriff
thws, I havebyoke my co'venar{t.w{d “ my King, refotving 1o forfuke all
Godfor the laft ',”"‘";” by falling in for hins and 1o follow  hin through
0 thefe fins 1 "ﬁ‘gd ard re_’[bl'ugl UL fome wandyings troubled me sn
againft .6ef()r ¢y dulnefs in duty ‘.’-’.‘ Chrsfes Wine-cellar but weye foon cut
diftraition returned upon me haviy off, e,
ot ftriven fo ”’f“l’ againft them aslf As tothe Sacrament ;4 December,
/b oul ‘é 4#d having listle ° m”w; M e acknowledges his Omiffion of it,
with God my demj{l)ﬁ  prevailed,when by his own Negligence and Folly.
fore nothing but fearful looking for A The Seventeenth Sacrament was oz
Judgment was before me, being remi) January 7.168 s where he writes thus;
an my prepar alsons ye God dealt " 1did endeavonr 1o prepave ( yet but -
with me according tomy deferts, fn litle, for this great Ordinance and
t/’f’” b,‘d, I 6em. fe Fup as a mommmlf tovld not for 4 long time get my affectsa
of Divine Difpleafure among men), inflamed ( as formerly ) with love
But before Ifar down I ffrove to raif tothe Lord Sefus, homeney 14 off my
) repensance, yet .cauld »ot momg n5 at his feet, 1o be wafled away thar
my "’ffe requsr ?”l' I' pleaded Go the difference might betaken up and God
promife, that his Son was fen ¢ obﬁ wight be veconciled 1o my poor Soul
Juch as I sy é'", Iran over ¢ rif gainwhich ( blefled be the Lord ) was
ﬁ'ﬁ;’ 78S ;,” ”;7 ;”: Z ”j%’; :ro}’.f:;’zrlg;;‘:” opefully accomplifbed : 1 did bewas! my
eated my Soul at the . ’ .
g’ﬂfziour};n the Crofs that his preciou warfull éreﬂhng ‘ot fﬂ'-mf’ bbe remm[

bloo g
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of my maltitude of fins, efpecially mylofely with God for the fature all
dgadl}' finpride: I agatn viewéd ovey {;,]wh;‘cb if 1 {;id ﬂot,f 0 how grezz)z:
diftinctlythe fufferings of Chrift, honly be my [in, how vaffwill be my un-
e was fconrged, &, and all for poorurchinefs, beyond what my Tongue can
me, this [et me upon mourning , but lfgrefs. 1 -
could not fbed tears, yet compl.tiized af 'Uijon the.~wh0]e, Asour Lord faid
the hardnefs of my hearr; and beggliftheGoodCenturion[ 1 have not found
that C/JU]}S PféCiO:lI Blaod'mz'gbt ooth pgreat faith 1o not 1n al_l ]:/rde[_] {o
Jofsen andcleanfe it, then ( metbought Jfn'T like to fay of this gracious
Hfaw Chrift upow the Crofs ffooping wfoung.Man, 1 have not found fuch
me and giving .me his hand, when klyoury Soul-experiences on record
Jaw Lcould mos get 1sp my heart to himiky not in all England,

Herewpon I clafped abont my Dear Re| This will further more fully appear
deemer who had reconciled God to m, ythe fequel in his Exercifes, Self

then [ 7‘6:[01‘06’0!(!)1 bzkﬂreﬂgtb ) never XaminatiOns and EVidenceS.
to fis in the like manner any more O

andwas angry withmy [elf for dealing| o | R

founkindly with (o kind 4 Fasher, whi——— S —

bad rather a [inner (hoald repens than o

dye, God was loving to me who couli CHAP III

look for mothingbut fury in the highef - "

meafure for my back-flidings; my heart A Fter his Experiences,come in the

 would have wandyed but (by Gods goodi™\  facond place his Exercifes

nefs) thofe wandrings were taken [borthlich are rwofold, firft concerning

There folemnly engaged to walk mordiesy, fecondly concerding impiety,
clofed " I both
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both before his. effe€tual vocation
and afterit : Thole before he took
with his own hand thefe memorial
following. : ‘

( 1.) About the year 1671. hav
‘ing read Fehofephats life,l was alittl

ftartled, and grew melancholick,
that wasthe firft time I had a mind
to pray, and defired another to joy
with me init, but he told me tha
he could not pray without help d
fomeé form; no more- (I faid)
canl, butufed a form in 2 fpellin
book, whichI prayed oftenbut vey
negligently, then goingto Epfo
where' T had ‘a good miafter wh

(==

prayed morning and evening wit
hisfamily and religioufly inftruéte
us, which did bring me to prn
without a-form, - yet could not d

ed to.it both by my mafter and by
- minifter that came oft thither.
this placelbegan to be willing to h
the Word, ‘though T lictle mincil
L . w
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what T heard, till I read the Pilprims
Progrefs,which made me again grow
melancholick (the former being
worn off ) to the obfervation of
others ; then the good providence
of God brought to my hands Mr.
Baxters Call to the uncogverted, which
(through grace ) fhewed me the
neceffity of my converfion ; yet all
this time never confulted with any
man.about my fins, but only con-

Alelfed them to God, till I met with:
Mr. Hookers Soul preparation for
Chriff, which convinced me to advife
with fome Godly minifter, hereupon
il did addrefs to one thougha ftrang-
erto him, faying Sir, I cannor, I dare

not any longer refrain,having ask’d

y {elf what fitnefs I had to dye,

it with {erioufnefs,tho’ T was exhor vasanfwered, Twasunfittill T had

35’d m
th.
(1.) When I was 7. years old,

y- heart to you, as follow-

tore my Bible, and caft away my
satechiims

I 2

(2 )




¢ 116 )

(2. ) I have broke the Sabbath,
by rambling abroad, playing at far-
things with naughty boys and wafh-
ing my feIf in the fields when I
fhould have: been at the Church,

&c.

Iye, {0 added one finto another, for
covering it.

(117)

tent cafe and condition, yet notwith-
flaning all this, Iwas not effettually
called, nor througly cenverted, and
made a new creature, until after-
wards I heard that Sermon upon
Mat. 5. 25, 26. as the account a-

(3.) By excufing my fins with .| bove mentioned fpecifieth.

But alas in my Apprentifhip
through the hurries of the World

(4.) Nor have I been free from
Youthful Lufts, which young Time
thy was bid to flee, but my corrupt
Heart hath had workings after the
A&, feveral times, yet hath been
wonderfully prevented by theadvic
of my Godly Sifter, who laid befor
me Chrifts words, Mat. 5. 28. wh.
ever lookson awoman tolufb after her,
&c. however, I am guilty of Heart
Adslery. yea,

(5. ) Ihave, erred and laughed
when 1 have heard the word preach
edwith power, &c. Hereuponthg
GoodMinifter gave me grave coun;

cil and comfort fuitable to my peni
) tent

inour way of trading (efpecially in
Mzy and Fure, &c.) 1became neg-
ligentof my clofe walking with God,
not minding ( asI might ) to conti-
nue in his love, when God ( my ad-
verfary ) was reconciled to me ;
I negletted Dayly,Self-examination,
or did it only to halfe part, being
dull and {leepy through wearinefs
with worldly work at night then my
old corruptions got head again up-
cn me,l broke my Covenant made at
the agreement with my adverfary
and I Apoftatized from thefe {weet
thoughts I formerly had upon my
God and Dear Redeemer, for which

13 (had




‘(had he not been gracious)! had begy
‘damned and rotting in Hell for ever
This confideration made me exclaim
againft my felf faying, O filly Soul

to heed a perithing dying world
before Heaven,fuchfadnefsand dark.
nefs feized on me at this time (whe
the things of the world, I found had
been the fubftance of my thoughs
and difcourfe ) that I knew not wha
to do, nor whither to go, at laft]
turned to the Lord and begged d
him that he would not take the for
feiture, nor fuffer meto run this res
dy way to utter deftruction. |

Icryed Lord, s juft with thee to
hurle meinto hell and into the hotteft
place thereof, and never wait long-
er upon lucha cumber-ground as|
am : but to thee my Dear Redeemer
dolrunfor refuge, as one that am
hungry and hardly beftead , poor,
blind, naked, wretched and mifera-
- bie, aloathiom wretch, unworthy
tobe called a fcrvant, much lefsa
S Son,

a

\

: A
' 1
&-'—-——————-—-—h~

n, having fo wickedly departed
?;())n,l my ng, yet throughthee will
I venter again to my God, and by
thy ftrength Iwill better mind my
future walkings:O my deareft Redee-
merI die without thee,Ocome in once
againand Jet me fecl once more what
itts to have Chrift dwelling in my
Soul ! O find a time of love wherein
to difperfe thofe dark clouds and
fhine upon my Dead and Darkned
Soul ! O hathmy night no day, ’tis
an hell to me to be thruft away from
God, I know the caufe is all athome,
my fin, my fin, O let it be done a-
way, then fhould I recover the light
‘of thy countenance as formerly, and
in fo doing I do ingage to amend my
manners ( depending on thy help)
my hand is witnefs, Fohn Draper.
now.to bind his Soul and Slippery
heart to God the better in obferving
thisnew ingagement;he wrote down

many profitable rules in his pocket
book. - S i
E Ig4 As.
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As (1.)Ina day of humiliatiog fave gone far enough till T have
Imuftlayall my finsbefore the [ o obtained the prize, -
and refolve to forfake them, ¥ (9.) And the further I have rup

(2. ) Tmuft look uptn my fin ofip this race, the more cager thould
Paffon as a feaver in my mind, ol1be toobtain the end.

Lus#, as fire in my bones, of Pril} (10.)Imuft alway think that |

asa fatal }Iympany in my Soul, ofyp upon the brink of eternity, and
covetoufnefs infat o

( 3. JIT would run o as to obfhef,
- tain Imuft caft off all thofg weightsnore. _
or {ins that dofoeafily befer me. (11.) Imuft ever come to God
 (4.) T muft refolve to begin beds o 2 Soul-pittying, a Sin-pardo-
times the runniug of rhis race. . ping, and a Prayer-hearing God.
(5.) Nor muft I loyter in'the (12.) Imuftbe fervest in pray-

way. . I, yet {ubmit to Gods Soveraign-
(6.) Nor muft I cumber my {elf},

with the needlefs incumbrances of .( 13.) Occafions of being too

the World. Png alone, are to be avoided, fo

(7. ) Imuftlook to every partof g Strong Drink, and too full a
my way with equal care and-obfer- Dyet,
vation, - - ) (14.) I muft be thinking oft
(8.)Nor muft I ever think I1Death Judg ment, Helland Hea-
- - have L:n, thofe four laft things  (15)
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 (1%.) 1 muft not firetch my

dare go {0 far as he thinks he may,
oes fometime farther
ould, &c. '

- (16. Y I muft bridle my

whereof I am not certain : And much
more to the fame purpofe both far
particular and general inftruction
too long to infert here. s

-This Holy Young-Man put down
in his pocket book alfo, how he hat
been Exercifed with Temptationsty
Sin, as to Theft, Adultry, Playing
at Cards, and prophaning the Sab-
bath, &c. as alfo with tryals t
prevent temptations, inftancing
that in a Jafh upon his eye with.2
Coach-whip, whereby the Lard hes
led him of hieluftful Eye which had
been too ful of Adultry,2. Pet. 2. 14

CHA

—y—

Chriftiar liberty too far, for he that|.
than he|
Tbngﬁc '
and not be'too apt to {peak of things]

|This neceffary, but much megletted

. fatthe fpring-time £quino&ial upon
the 10, of March 168,

(1237)

- w

CHAPDP IV

N\ [Ow come weto theThirdHead,

his Examinations of himfelf in
the workings of his heart relating to
his Communion with God,It was not
enough to this good Soul to examine
himfelf only when he was approach-
ing to the Lords Table, on the Lords
Day (as is before {pecified ) but he
look’d upon it as his duty to do it
every day, (both every Sabbath-day
when there was no Sacrament, and
every week day alfo ) making it his
continual daily task, as appears by
his moft Dilligent and Divine Diary.

work of {elf-tryal ( Ifind’) he began
O Holy

and Happy Soul that had now his
T T T hard

' ~
4 -
- h '
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fard frozen heart thus kindly thawjeoing out and weeping bitterly af-
ed by 2 lookof love from the Sox djter Chrift had looked upon him.
Righreoufneff, as Peters was by a|Sith he, I went to prayer that
Look from his Lord, Luke 22. 61, 63)night and begged of God to give me
Hereby the Lord helped him to fay| Pesers Repentanceand in the earneft-
with the Bridegroom in the Song, gefs of Spirit I fell flat upon the
[ The wister i past the rain s over anllground, before the Lord to begg it,
one,The Flowers appear on the Earth| Then I laid long till T had fome com-
s, ] Cant. 2. 10, 11, 12, 13.4ffort from my God, yet remainied I
moft bleffed fpring of Grace ( betts dulland muddy till wednefday night,
than that of Grafs ) was now upsjaud then had 1 {ome communion
him, though I cannotgive {o diftifwith my God again, evena new taft
“an account of his Diary as I woul of his firft goodnefs and comfort in
becaufe *twas writ in obfcure Chifprayer.  On Thurfday night did I
taéters only with a black pencifmeet him whom my Soul loveth -
( intended it feems folely for fagain, which I found very ufeful to
own private ufe ) yet with the bjme, finding by woful experience
key we could get it hath been ope that without Chrifts ftrengthening
ned, that fuch precious treafujme, I could do nothing {piritually,
{hould not be loft, but eommunicdnor before the Sabbath enfuing nor
ted for thecommon good. | it, had T the {weet communion
~ 1begin here from the Manufcrijwith God I ufed to have before,
bothas tothe matter and as to tibut on Munday night I met my God
time aslcan judge,upon whatSabbajhaving a pretty deal of time that
Day I heard a Sermon upon Perjevening, for Tuelday morning was
ot ol net
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not fo good, nor could I raife my
* hedrt at nighe till it was very late,
and then had I my former {weetnefs;
but much more upon wednefday :
the fame I found upon the Sabbath
following, and on Munday night and
on the next night alfo, though ever
dtl at the firft yet inlarg’d after upon

wednefday night I prayed twice fuc-
ceflively and foundimore thanordina-

rv incomes: On Thurfday again I] %"
y y 28 thrice for a larger fight of the light

had inlargements but at the clofe the
Devil made me drowfy to cut fhort

iy duty,&c. but on Friday my heart

wa$ kept better raifed : On Satur-
day I begged of God to diret me
how I might meet the blefling of the
next Sabbath; which (through
grace ) I met withonthat day, yer
was troubled with wandrings in my
evening duty : On Munday the pre:
{ence of God was with me and made
my duty {weet at night : On Tuef-
day I met witha precious opportuni-

ty for mySouls good:On Wedncfda){

(127 )
I did not 16 well, which made me
chide my Soul for no better Tequi-
ting the Lprds kindnefs : OnThurl~
day morning I had Gods prefence
& thefame at night theugh troubled
with wandrings : On Friday I had

‘many outward mercyes, yet could.

improve aright neither Gods word
of Grace nor his works of Mercy,

On Saturday ( having fpare time .

from bufinefs) I fought the Lord

?f tf}))ls Courllltefance when the Sab-
ath came,theLord -
wer of Peac,e, &c. ERe e an 4
Thus might a large account of
this gracious Young-Mans Se/f-Tryal
and watchings over his own ways
from Month to Month, all along but
becaufe todo fo diftinétly from day
to day would fill 2 volume, I muft
therefore wave it, and that not out
of Judgmentonly, but out of neceff;.
ty allo, feeing the key that opened
his Charalars, could not reach
them

1




them all, neither in point of time,
nor in- point of matter, the judicious
Reader may eafily imagine that this
defe&t will lame us in this work,
yet though it coft me unfpeakable
trouble and pains, I fhall follow
my thread in thislabyrinth, -~

I have already given an exa&t ac-
count how he examined hintfelf up.
on every monthly Sacrament, from
Augaft 7. 1681. to Fam. 7. 1682,
which was thelaft he did" partake
of, for not long after his Dear Re-
deemer ( whom he had {o oft'admi-
red and embraced in the Lords Sup-
per upon Earth) called hiny home to’
Sup and Feaft with him in Heaven.

As to his Self<Tryal atall other
times between every one of thofe
Seventeen Sacraments, I fhall pro-
ceed to relate, fo faras mry key will
carry me.

The beft computation I can make
outof the many manufcripts confil-
ting of above thirty fheets whicl}

( 129

I have to abridge and methodize,
drawn out of his Diary, Pocket.book
and Almgqack, &c. He renews his
felf-examining work again, upon
March 17. 1682 being Eryday : how
he fpent all the time from the Jaft

| Mareh to this, fave only relating to

the Sacrameprs, we muft be content
to want it, for want of berter helps,
but upon that day he hath lef: upon
record, he had wandring thoughts
n duty, did little for the good of
others, my fins ( faith he ) lay but
light , T mourned not for the fins of
the land, I looked not into my own
“art, nor was I concern’d in holy
¢aculations: The fame he faith of
bimfelf in fpending the 18 and March
the r9. being the Sabbath, he re-
marks the fame omiffions, and not
havmg a frame Suitable to the Day,
Jea i mght-duty peftered with
wandrings : on March, 20, I arofe

from Table without drooping, be-

ing tull glad to meet God there;
" K March




(130 )

Maych 21. had the former omif
fionand Heaven little in my fght,
22d. day could notmourn for the
{ins of the land : and the fame frame
was upon me, the 23. and 24. nor
could I do better or look mnto my
heart the 25 of March 1682, nor the
fix following Dayes of that month
could he fhake of thof¢ omiffions
April the firft he brands himfell
with the fame negle@s : the fecond
day he adds to thofe negletts, tha
wandring thoughts had eaten up the
life of his duty, on the third th
fame complaint, on the fourth mi,
fed vain thoughts in a good meafur
et only thraugh the ftrength ¢
Chrift, but on fitth he adds,God o

~ offight &Heaven out of mind,on the
fixth he makes the fame moan,on
venth,my own fins and the (ins of th
land lay too light upon my heart, &
eight, the fame and that he ha
done nothing extraordinarytor th

Church in herday of diftrefs. nin
- th

(iat)

the fame yet had fome good th
) : ough
‘b[;lt troubled with wan%!ﬁngs, tegntthS
thefame and fo the eleventh. adding
Ihave been this day rempted to prid?3
thirteenth and tour.

fo l:hc})1 twelfth,
teenth, are filled with the li -
plaints, and fiftcenth he addski3 Iiggé
been Ipending this noon much
too vainly, the fixteenth ( being the
Sabbath ) ‘he blefled God that dif:
tracttion had not dulled him in duty;
} 7¢h. had like to have fallen into pafi
ionbut God difappointed it, yet not
much in Holy Ejaculations, &o.
eighteenth, not up early had my for-

{mer omiflions and commiifions, the

gir;fteenth, twentyeth and twenty
rlt, yea tothe end of Aprilhe ar-
raigns himfelf as guilty of all thofe

aforefaid Crime
s s, then May 1, 2, 3,
evils, adding that the hurryes of

Complains of all thofe

]{Stl'ade at this time did provoke
lorg 11110;‘6 to pallion, but fometime
relped him to fubdue it, &c.

| Kz
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the 7. being Sabbath Day, fin fet
too light, did not mourn for tle fins
of the land, not enough inholy eja-
culations, nor in looking into my
own heart, nor ferioufly minding
the Word of God, 8, 9, 10,11, 12,
13. the fame,little life, ~much cull-
nefs, being wearyed with the hur-
ries of the World, 14, frothy dif-
courfe with fome delight, O {in ﬁnt
lay too light both mine ownand the

( 133 )

he  faith'  particularly  upon
every day, adding thus I conti-
nued till the fourth of Jume being
alwayswearyed with work and unfit
for any good, Oit hath been afad
time for my Soul, thus likewife I
negleted till the 17 of Fuwe, on
which I renewed my covenant with

God, yet 18, 19. thefame negle&ts
prevailed, only on the 20. I had

lands fin, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.the
fame Complaint, 20. neglefting tzl
read Gods Word, 21, 22, 23. [
onto the end of May, he cryes out
I have done nothing for my felf nor
the Church, I have not been mil
felf, hardly knowing what I di
through the hurryes of the World
O the World, the World is a fas
impediment to my Soul, God hat
not been in my mind,Heaven out ¢
my fight, I have not mourned fo
my own fins, nor thofe ofthe lan

nor had holy ejaculations, &c. thﬁi

fome holy Ejaculations, butz1, 22.
the fame and 23. I prayed not over
the Sermon as I fhould have done
ind omitted all as before, 24 fill

eftred with former negleds, O fad,
fad‘ that I fhould be thus carryed
underGrace,thus he moans onz24,26.
and fo on to the end of Fune,on eve-
ty day I have done little for the
Chureh, or for my Soul, have not
read Gods word, fin fits too light,
not mourn’d for my own f{in nor fof
the fins of the land,Heaven hath been
out of fight andGod out ofmind, too
little havel been in holy ejaculations,
K 3 troubled

I
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with wandrings not oft looking inte
my own heart, &c,

Fnly 1682. ﬁ,rom 1to 10. he com-
plains particularly upon each Day in
the fame words [ too much wan-
dringsin Holy Dities, too little fenfe
of fin upon my heart, I have not
mourned- enough for my own fins
nor for the f{ins of the Land, not
much in ejaculations, Heaven too
much out of fight, . ] fometimes
adding [ InegleCted reading Gods
Word, have done little for Gods
Church have not minded my Soul
- nor Gods praife, &c. ] ,

Then coneludes. thefe ten days
with this divine rapture. [ O this
deadly thing fin hath uot duely affec-
ted my heart, into what a'fad ftate
is my Soul fallen, O my God, I
befeech thee leave me not. ] This
fame complaint concerning thof¢
feveral omiffions he carryeth on
againft himKlf quite through Fusy,
to the laft day.A'/g/g/f 1682,He makes

chel’

the fame moans of thefame neglelts

all along the month upon the head

ofevery day of the four weeks dif-

tintly, yet fometimes adding, God

helped me on the 2 of Auguft againft

my deadly finon the 6 day (being
the Sabbath) I was lefs troubled with
wandrings thanIwas the day after,on
the 8 day I arofe from Supper with-
out dropping any favory word at
the Table, on the 11. God kept me
much from my fin this day-: On the
13. I had much of God in my night
prayer, though the Devil told me
I had not begged Gods prefence,
My dear Lord helped me to repulle
him with eafe: On the 16 out of
order all the day, butat night God
thone upon my Soul more than 2
long time before : but loft allthe two
following days, being hurryed with
cafting up our fhop,going backward
not forward : On 19. I felt my dead-
ly fin crawl apace towards my heart, .
which put me %pon examination,
‘ &4

Voo

the .
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the :20. day, and found it not in vain|fafon : upon the 21 of dygnf1682.
to.caft my burden upon the Lord, |, my old negletts prevaried, and
for1 had thereby relief againft my wandrings in my night prayer, but
Pride &c. for which I have cryed|God heard my ejaculation, I got up
mightily to the Lord my Godfearly in the morning ( which {weet
after which I had fweet communion way I had much neglefted through
with God, then the Tempter ttrongwearinefs with worldly work ) .to
ly tempted me to neglect hearing pray, wherein I found much of God,
and reading the Word, but putting|0 my Soul love that lovely lovely,
upan ejaculation, Thad ftrength tofype thy Lord, who hath heard thee
overcome himagain : after hearing|hach done, isdoing great things for
aSermon I went dewn inta the Celfihee, and will do oreater : On the

o lar topray, where the Devil would 26. Ineglefted reading the Word,

affright me that fomething wouldbeen too much about Woridly aftairs
appear, which (through the helplwhich took.me off from God, and I
of my Dear Redeemer ) T ftoutly|log my.time in Duty, nor could I
refifted and bid Satan defiance, getup my thoughts to my God in
then he objected againft me my my hurryes, yet on the Saturday
deadly fin which I could not but following I recovered a blefled
own, yet could he not make me frame , O my Soul love and pratfe
think folong upon it as to diftra& the Lord for ever. :
me in duty, which was the Devils September the 2. 1 wasat a faftfor
deﬁgn, butOfubtiESerpent my;Lords ;he fire of London, where Iswas not
gaodnefs firengthned me to triumphlfree of mg aforefaid omiffions, yet

over thee, and I had a comfortable waiting there all the day, at length
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had the fweet prefence of God : Onfr. The 25. had little {fenfe of Gods
the 4. I had Heaven in my fightputing a vail over his Face toward
and but little troubled with wan.fie, which I bewailed little, the
drings, yet too little looked I intofher days of thismonth I neglected
my own heart ; I fat up late forfbeingout of town ) to takcanac-
Duty and God made it fveet to mepount of, only in the general, Iob-
On the feventh he makes his olifrved that my deadly {in prevailed
roan againit himfelf faying, Ifearoft, while my Soul is moft clow
my-own felt righteoutnefs, the ro:fed. :
God difcovered my deadly fin which| Ocfober therff.my old Diftr altions.
caufed his withdrawment from me ;Pifturbed me running from the Cel-
and that wifhing to die to avoidfi up to the clofer, and from thence
mifery by Gods withdrawings, ispothe cellar again yet had (through
but a pang of paffion, The 14.0ld [orace ) 2 lictle of Gods prefence
wandrings, &c.returned,I think my he 2d. T was too_ rafh in {peaking
thurmuring was the caufe: I firfpthing that was not {o: The 3.1 was
read, Ifa. 65. 22, 23, 24. fromjnwilling to pray in the Cellar at
whence upon my cjaculations Godfight, yet made willing to go, I
{pake comfort to me, {0 had after 0111121 much of the prefence of him;
delight in duty. The 19, God difvho had, thus inclined me; The
covered another fin (my feeking} I {poke not of God in company
the praifes of men ) that ‘darknedf others. | o
his face from me. The 23..but lit-] Yet with another Companion my
tle fenfible how Thad grieved away|??4 helped me to favoury Difcourfe

@ods good Spirit in morning pray: nd af;e; th‘athad much inlargement
‘ er| -

11
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140
, ( 4 ') this time ) the Lord grant great
in prayer but then going to Ep/om[Reformation in Fohw Draper. The
til the 14 day I was under dreadfilfe.of OfZober 1682. (he faith) T have
defertions which made me ery outffirove this day to get to God, but
woe is me, I have finned away myfrould not, fafted and three times
God, by my minding the World thlprayed, fill the face of God was
much and-my God too little, and bylhid from me. The 24. {till under
relying too mueh on my - owfGeds withdrawings, fo on 25,26,and
ftrength : onthe 14. he renews hif28, no better with me onthe 29,30,
old complaints [ Heaven out of fighfand 31, but wandrings in duty,
not mourned for the fins of the lagd|no right mourning for {in, dull dead
nor my own,&c.]Addingl rofe frotfand thoughts moftly taken up with
Table without any thing of Gathe World, very little of Godin all
there: Onthe 15 not fo much traufthat I do, {o that I knew not what
bled as before with wandrings, yejto do.
fin fet too lighr,%c. the 16.and t3] Nevember thexcould not gainGods
“the fame, The18. and 1. bad,tidprefence, 2. the fame, but not fo
20. not {o bad, had at might Ga{bad in duty, 3, and 4. asbad, O
prefenceand fome fence of fin, whidh fad, fad, fad, but on 6. had much
mttade me burft out crying, How hay of Gods prefence, 8, 9, bad again,
I been hdpping from Mountain 140 10. and 11. fill dull and cold,
hill thirough Simplicity. forgettidf 12. and 13. and endwaysina fad
my right refting place, O that thelfcondition. |
loft minutesand hours, had bee] December. having been long out
fpent in the {weeteft conveérfe wid of town, half of the foregoing month
my Dear Redeemer, but'noW’('FrcIj ] til]
¢y
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till the fourth of this month and five
as without 694, my mind taken y

with the World ; no longings aftef
Gods prefence *twas a_good prov;
dence, I faw their worfhipat Wing.

Jor which did more eftablifh me.

This month the Lord taught m
the deformity of all fublunary things
without God, now I fee my folly
and oh that it may not be too late!
I could weep night and day, for my
great [ofs of God ; Iam {6 perplex’y
that I [carce know whatto do with

my felf, ¢e.

January §.1682. T was taken ve.
ry Ill,{o that thofe about me,thought
but God raifed me up
dye to

I'was a dying,
again, Oh that it mightbe to
Sin and and live to God.

. The 7th. ( which washis feven

teenth and laft Sacrament-Day )
makes his former moans about wan-
drings, &, Adding, I laid in Bed
too long, when I fhould have been
upon my knees, yet had more . Evi.

J

C 143 )

dences that day than for along time
before, after this, was taken with
a Dizzinefs in my head, like to fall
down ftairs, about 8. had a great
pain in my fide and my fit came
about ten, then from day to day,
hy long in bed, had little of God
bmetimes forgot how it was with -
me; not minding my inward man
tnough,by diftempcrsof myoutward
On the 22. I eonfidered what 1
thould do if God call me to fufferings
ind thought Gods hand was not
hortned to ftrengthen me as he had
lone all the martyrs. On 25 my
cough and pain in my left fide grew
upon me fo unfitted me for Duty
et on 30. I prayed, and had a
clear fight of Godand of my Chrift,
my Dear Redeemer , Blefled, for
ever blefled be his holy name.

Leaft any pondorous paflage (out
of his Diary ) that mightbe profi-
table to polterity fhould be omitred
which ( through the broken account

1
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Thave of his manuferipts ) canng Gods tendernefs towards him in ne-
eafily be avoided, I fhall reduce the ver withdrawing too long from him,
moft remarkable of them to thofgljo; though he fouad him{elf duli and
Remarks, or Heads following. |jead in duty in the morning of the
The Firff Remarkis, this gracios|abbath | yet found he Vife and
Young-Mans Diary doth plainly pro yarmth at evening, .
claim, that God made him live z Fourthly, When he was comman-
the figw of the Chequer, his life thi ded to ftay at home for keeping the
laft Year was {trangely chequeredfoufe and fhop ( uponthe Sabbath )
with the Black of Mifery, and withfrom Sermon ( he laith ) God made
the White of Mercy, he was gotintofihat time of privacy a moft {weet
Canaan, a land of hilisand valleys,lime to him: When God denyes means,
now up and now cdown : One while|g [upplies means,
mourning for Gods Abfence : ang Fifthly , He Remarks, how oft
-another while magnifying him for he was interrupted in his private
his prefence, &c. duties , being called off from them
The Second Remark » howeverlis he was a fervant to his Mafter,
God withdrew from him on the which the Envions one might have
Week-day, yet did he moltly en-hn hand in, as prayer is acharm
joy lefS or more of Godon the Sabbath and torment to bim, when God is
as well as Sacrament Days, this I prefent, .
find in his own record, which was Sixthly, He notes that the low
to bearc up his head above water in Cellar was his oratory or place of
his Confits. | private prayer,where he fpent many

The Third Remark is, he obferves hours, without either fire or candle,
| Gods L o im
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in the night, and once had the doo
broke open to fetch fome candl
while he was in his Devotion, ¢

Seventhly, He obferveth Gods des

(147 )

all the 'workings of his own heart
that he fets down how that when. he
was praying once in the dark Cellar
.. tid b without any light, the Tempter
lings with his Soul from one Sabbat poffefled him with fears that fome-
to another, and from one weell( di thing would appear to affright him,
to another taking siotice of all hy " ) gracioufly ftepped 1n, and

omiffions of good, and of all hy.. .
«commiflions of evil, from Mund fid to lum, fear not thou Son of

, ok Araham, &c. Gen. 13, 1,
Morning ro Saturdsy Night. | Elevemthly, He records the very
Eightly, This was not only D

> . IDays, where¢in he miffed his takin
-pradtice every Week, from the beg Jan account of hisown daily task of
ningto the end of the Year ( as

the : klf examination, and when heomit-
above mentioned)butallo every Dyfp ™1 o {cattering of fome favory
‘how it was with his Soul Godwa difcourfe becoming table-talk, at
Morning , j}',[”"” and .N’gl”l"r Mneat-times. S
what difcourfeat meat time alfo. Twelfth] th
 Ninthly, So ftrit was his Scrut 'mel:fﬁ 7, He computes the verJy
#y and Self-Lryal, that hf? fet do Firft. When mourning for fia
once the thoughts of having a Glf made {weet to his Soul. . -
Ring, and another time thoughtsq Second. When he enjoyed Gods
-getting fome books, the Tempt

: fence in prayer both by himfelf
~made ufeof to juftle out his though ;iic&fhmotpg:g;r oth Dy himic
-of God, &c.

| Third. How often God came to
Te”t;llj’. So Ob{érvant was he:#lm _thn diﬁurbed in Duty, or
bas

L2 dlfap-_-
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difappointed.of it, being conftrained] -
thereby fometimes to pour out hy
heart to God in the fhopby day, and] - |
upon his bed by Night,in both which] - CHA P. V.
places he had fweet warmings off - - o
Spirit. - . 3 o ¥

| pFo_urthly. How oft he made refig] H E Lt fubject of this Dif*
nation of his Soul to God ( whid| AL courfe, is twofold. ,
was very frequent ) as alfo howot| . £#/f The Evidences He had for
he renewed his Covenant with Gof| Heaven. . :
efpecially upon Sacrament Days|  Second. The Charaiters that were
which are the moft Material Re| given him by gracious and judici-
marks ( whereof I would not omi] 0US Wltnclﬁn‘gs of chsrs1: As to
one out of choice) I could colled] the Firff, 1 find feveral Evidences
out of the many fheets I had to per| ( writ with his own hand ) and
ufe in my oft reading them over, | Which gave fweet encouragement
And had not the fame mate] t0 his Soul, that he was a chofen
( fooft upon diftin€ occafion re| Vellel of mercy, and cne to be filled

- peated)been reduced by this methad| 3s with Grace Here, fo with Glory

. . tothofe few feveral Headsthis traf| Fer f’"ﬁC’ . | =
-might have fwollen into a volume| ~Firfk. I know my Repentapce
S . . | (faith he ) becaufe my fenie under

{in, as a burden, is heavier to my

- | Soul, thanall my aflittions are to

C H A }my Body, I am afhamed of my fe-

| L 3 cret
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cret fins ¢ which no man feeth or

knoweth ) before the Lord wheo
feeth and knoweth them and all
other things, and I defire to leave
my darling fin, and to leave all love
to,it, yea to loath it through my
love 1 bear to my Lord and Dear
Redeemer, whom I account dearer
tome thanany fin, yea than allchg
World, €« I
" Secondly. Tknow ( faith-he ) that
to'hgve true faith, by Chriftis more
précious tome than all things-in the
World, Tam willing to‘ receive him
into my heart as my Lord and’ Kin
to Rule me, and my Faith worl$
by Love fo that'Tam grieved for his
‘abfence, and rejoyce at his‘prefence,
and I am willing to part’ with all
for him, that he may be my alf; 2o

inall. Lo
Thirdly, 1 find a delight ‘to do
Gods Will, fometimesin praying to
him, fometimesin praifing’of  his,
{fometimes in hearing from him, and
{ome-

h — . :
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fometimes in meditating upon him,
and upon that Work of mans Re:
demption. - -
Fourthly. 1 fcel my heart mourn-
ing maft for that (in, which moft
difturbeth my peace, and moft fepa-
rateth betwixt God and my Soul,
and longing moft for that mercy,
that willdo me moft good ina dying
hour, to wit not general, but fpeci-
al mercy, even mercy in Chrift,
Fifthly. 1can fay that I love the
Lord, forI hate that which grieves
him, and that becaufe it grieves

(

'

¢ |bim; and I love thofe that are moft

like him, yea the places and dugies
wherein I have found the Lord
warming -my heart, and cannot be
tontent . without him in any.

- Sixthly, 1 canfay Ihave a prin:
ciple of life {piritual, for I find hun-
grings and thirftings after an enjoy-
ment of Chriff, and find my Soul
grieved ;" when he is difhonoured,
etther by my {elf or by others, and

| Ly




:( isz J

I love, long,- and look for his laft
appearing and coming. -
Seventhly. Thighly value the Gof:
pel, that Word of Chrift and, Truth
which bringeth good tidings, even
Reconeiliation and the Difpenfation
df the Grace of God which hath beey
hid fome Thoufand of Years, an
now is forfeited,yet gracioufly conti
nued to us, though withdrawn from
many Nations, Iam thankful for i,
labour tolivelike it, and to adomn
1iewich my life daily. .
- Eightly. Tknow that matters are
agreed with God (fo that he is
naow,ino-adverfary ) becaufe I -find

(153 )

hath been much ado to. bring my
will into an agreement with God ;
and when I find not {fometimes an
attual agreement, yethave Ialways
an habitual agreement of my will
with the will of God,(3.) Orenefs of
Affection, 1 love what God loves,
and hate what God hates, Pfal. 119,
70. Fer. 44. 4..1 hate fin which
God hates, {b I love holinefs which
God loves,(4.) Oueneff of way : Can
two walk together nnleff they be agreed?
Amos 3. 3. Pfal. 119. 30. and
25, 5. and Ifa. 56. 4, 5. (5.) Onenefs
of snteveff, Gods Intereft is mine
and my intereft is Gods: I can fay

arronenefs withhim, (5.) Inmind,
which 1s made correfpondent with
the mind of God by this agreement; |
can think the reproaches of ‘Chyift to
be greater riches than the.Treafures
of Aigypt, Heb. 11. 26. ( 2.) One
nefs ot Will, Ican fay

Jifc or Death ) thewilt of the'Lord b
therg
hath

Aong, Afks, 21. 14, Though

( whether for|

( n the Witnelfings of the Holy Ghoft,
Rom. 9. 1.) thatthere is this five-
fold Onenefs betwixt God and me, fo
are agreed.

The Ninth Evidence for his Inte-
reft in Heaven was,his Holy Fealoufy
over hisown heart in all his holy
undertakings, ever fearing that fome
by refpect-and not Gods glory was the

. motive
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motive thag led him to haly duties,
this he oft prayed againft, and part;:
cularly cautions a gracious Young.
Man ( with whom he had apreed
tocarry ona.Chriffian Corre{pon.
dency,either in abfence by Letter, or
in prefence by Conterence ) that
herein thxéy did ot bring 44z inftead
of good to themlfelves, by fecking
our lelves, and not him whofe we
are; ¢c. [ We are not our own but
Chrifts who pay’d dear for us, far
more than we are worth, and we
have covenanted toglorify him, not
our felves, €vs. ] this Holy Jealonfy,
isa blefled frame of Spirit. "

Tenthly.. His prizing an Union,
and Communion with God, above
the Confluence of all worldly com.
forts. This point he (in another
letter to the Young-Man aforefaid
when in the Country by ficknef5 )
much infifts upon, {aying, while we
enjoy Gods prefence, we have the
Hidden Manua, and that joy which

. frangers
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frangers (to God) inrermeddle not
not with,all is nothing and worfe than
nothing  without it, ’tis Heaven
upon Earth, and ’tis Heaven 1n the
way to Heaven,thus Dsvid reckon’d
One Day with God better than athou-
fend withont him, &c.

Eleventhly, OWhat carefulnefs,do
I find in all his Manufcripts as well
as in his letters exprefled to keep his
accounts even betwixt God and his
Soul, that right reckoning might
keep them long friends in his Stew-
ardfhip, which he defired ( himfelf
and others ) may give up with joy.

Twelfthly. His defire to be diffol-
ved and to be with Chrift, this he
repeats often in all his:papers ear-
neftly longing to be outof this totte-
ting ‘tabernacle and to be clorhed
upon with - smmortality and Glory,
which defire of his, God{peedily

Heaven , before he was at age of

21. tolay claimto his portion here
upon Earth. CHAP.

granted, finding him fully ripe for

4
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CHAP VI

| Q Fter tlxéfé {olid Soul-fearchiqg

- {~\ Evidences, which he found in

imielf , do follow the:many fair

Charaters, that his intimate friends
( yet without flattery ) give of him
recorded by others : The Firft Cha
racter, was from a gracious Young:
‘Man, (his 4lter Ego) who writeth
thus. . _

1 was well acquainted with Mr,
Fohn Draper for fome Years, and
the more I;knew him, the more I
admired him as one of the choiceft
Saints thatever I knew or ever ex-
pect to know while I'live : Among
many other excellencyes' I took no.
tice of him for thefe following.

Firft. For his Solemn and Fre-
quent Dedicarions of himlelf to G;a'i,
C this

-

on of the Beanty of holinefs, &c.

- Secondly. For his frequent and
filent Elevations of heart Heaven-
ward, evidenced by the often lifting
of his eyes upward, conjoyned:with
the {weet {miles of his Countenance,
when he thought none obferved
it, ¢e.

Thirdly. Yor his conftant Retire-
ments to hold communion with his
God, which was fo {weet and fatif-
faCtory to him that he would fit up
therein till one or two in the mor-
ning, as his own manufcripts mani-
feft, ¢re. \

Fourthly, For his daily and dili-
gent cxamination of himfelf by Mr.
Allens and by Pythogers’s Rules,
taking {pecial notice what mercyes
he daily reccived, what were his

| omiflions of good, and commiflions

of evil that his prefent Days practice
might amend the foregoing days
errox

Cis7 0

|this he did from the pureft flamesof
| Divine Love, and from a clear vifi-
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error, ¢c. Hereby he afcended to
be eminent, .

Fifthly. For his Viclory over temp.
tations, wherewith ( though {o ftri
and one of the higheft form in
Chrift’s School) He was greatly
exercifed : I well know it coft him
much pains to conquer his conftituti-
on-lin which through the Majefty of
God upon him ( ashe ufed to fay)
he prevailed over, and his other fins
at their firft rifing, .

Sixthly. For his Admirable morti-
fication, The Pleafures,- Treafuyes,
and Honowrs of the World were as
Dungand Drofs to him, ufing all
creature-comforts in a mortified
manner, {othat it was hard for his
friends to draw himtoany diverfions
his weaned Soul difliked unneceffa-
xy vifits, ¢e.

Seventhly. For his delight in Holy
Duties, O what time he fpent in
prayers and praifes, he was unweari-
ed, in thofe Heavenly repafts and

- Angelical

-
_A_t
: .
:
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Angelical imploys never contented
with doing duty, till he found his
Gedin Duty, and if diverted by bufi-
nefs at any time from Duty, he was
reftlefs t1ll he could come at it, and
if hemet not God therein ( which
was but feldom ) he found the more
of Gods prefence afterward in the
ext, e,

Ejghthly. For his Choice of, and
Carriage among his, Compantons : As
he wasvery careful with whom he
did affociate, 1o his Speech was very
Jrvoury, among his affociates. Othe
many gracious difcourfes, I have
heard from his mouth, as once he
faid this to my felf, [ Let #s be burn-
ing lights in the midst of & perverfe
generation ] and in all companies he
would be very attentive to any good
difcourfe, and retain for praltice
what he judged fit, and his fpeech
was a powerful charm to others
gjer unproving his ‘Lords talent,

(N

Ninthly,




( 160
Ninthly. For his Holy Zeal, ear.
neftly folliciting his aflociates ever-
more to ftedfaftnefs in the Good o/d
way (as heufed to call it) having
fervent love to Gods image where
ever he faw it among differing per-
{walfions. _
Tenthly.For his great patience and
Refignation in hislaft ficknefs,where
of I was aneye-witnefs and heard
him fay, that all this vifitation was
to bring him nearer God, and that
divine love fweetned all his pains
and bodily decays: Never didl
hear God more thanked by any Man
for the higheft confluenee of pleafing
providences, than was by him for
his affli¢tion ; nay neverdid he mag:
nify God more in his health, than
now in his ficknefs : To conclude,L
He was f{uch a careful Redeemer of
precious time, that he did not only
not do nothing, but alfo notdo htt_le',l
fo that his diligence in Holy Duttes
wasa prefage of his {peedy tranfla;

thﬂ!‘

I O

tion intoa better World, his hafty
difpatch of his Heavenly Work
could not long want its reward.

The Second Charaiter 1 find of him
was from another affociate . ndfa-
miliar of his, who gives th:- ¢fCrip-
tion of him.

Firf. His natural temper was
fo fweet, and his carriage {o amica-
ble, as if nature had opened her
Treafure to adorn him.

Secondly. Though this be all that
fome atrain to, yetcould not he be
fatisfyed with th1 .. his portion, nor
with his defcent of Coi'lv Goed Pa-
rents, buthe begged to be Heaven-
born and to be eminent for Holinefs,
leeing ineftimable beautyin the ways
of God.

Thirdly, 1 have admired to fee
him keep daily a {enfible commu-
nion with God inthe mid@t of his
Worldly affairs, being careful that
all his actings had a tendency toGods
Honour. .

M Fourthly
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Fourthly. When he heard vain
difcourfe from others, he would
drive them out of it, and perfwade
them to a love to the belt things,
if he could not prevail, he would
leave them.

Fifthly. When in company with
thofe from whom he expeted bet-
ter difcourfe, he was in pain while
he met with ir, telling them,
fhould all our difcourfes be regif-
tered, O how fhould we be afhamed,
¢rc. hereby be fhamed them out of
impertinencies, while he would
Ipirituallize- temporal objets.

(163)
that his ficknef(§ detained him from
hearing, fo that though his Phyf-
tan perfwaded him to keep in, yet
would he venture, faying, he got
10 harm thereby.

. Eigrhly. He had an high eftima-
ion on the light of Gods Coun-
[enance, and if at any time he
ipprehended  frowns He would
jive no fleep to his eyes, &c. though
be {at till midnight till he recovered
be fmiles of Gods face again, daily
Ring up hisaccounts with God.
Ninthly. He faid to me, when I
St e e bl ety
high value upon the ordinances of . they are not right, Ithink how
God, and was careful hO,VY he did inners will tremble at’the reat da
approach to them 3 efpec1allyhthc f Account & 4
Lords Supper, Conferring with o- Tenthly He meditated much
A . ditate, on
thers for fitting himfelf and them edemption, and crying O Eternity,

for it, and every Sabbath Heufed tof,,,. . .
run over the Headsof Sermons (he O;ZZ:; eﬁc.ﬁ;ﬂr ;f u}x; ed;i:fﬁ] ‘L’id come
heard ) with me, . ' ) LIS €ars,

v c'
Seventhly. He was much affededfyypiop 000 him keep a Djsr
that M 2 PR tg
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to obferve how grace increafed and
fin decrealed, cre.

Lafly. Ina Word I want expref
fions, and amafhamed I have learn
no more from {0 eminent a Paten
of Prery through hopes of enjoying
him longer and oftner, This mads
me negle&t obferving and remem
bring many fweet expreffions, whi
now I with I had not done, ¢.

The Third and moff Perfelt Chs
yacter, T have from his own Gracioug
Sifter, who writes thus of him.
- My Dear Brother Mr. SohnDraper,
was born Merch, 26. 1663. of Godl
Parents though he was much berex
ved of the benefit of their Educatioy
of him,they dying before he was 12.
Years old, yethad they done thei
duty for him till then putting y
many earneft prayersto God inh
behalf, which the Lord gracioufl
anfivered in taking care of the f
therlefs after : in the Year 1673. I
was put to a School-Mafter wi
g . wa

i

i e
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was as careful for his Soul as for his
Body, ¢c. In the Year 1678. He be-
‘came an apprentice, where he fer-
ved his Mafter faithfully, being
effeGually called in the firft Year
of his time, and then refle&ing upon
him{clf for his former mifpending
of time, and negle€ting feafons of
grace : He now begins to make a
better improvement of the A[femb/ies
Catechifm, which he had got by
heart before he was r11. Year old,
at home, and the Sermons he had
writ abroad at School, now became
he more {weet to us all,I never faw
him out of an Heavenly frame,but if
he was not hearing fomething of
God, he would be fpeaking {ome-
thing fromGod,ifat any time we defi.
red him to {ftay with us,he would anf-
wer my time1s not my own, I muft
not neglet my Malters bufinels,
much lefs Gods, to whom I muft
give an account of all my Thoutghs,
Words and deeds, I have much

Work
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Work to doand but little time to dg

it in, this fhould aw our hearts fro
finand make us earneft for pardoning

&preventing mercy:O what need we|

have o ftir up oneanotherin ways

of Godlinefs, for Heart-work is hani

work , and we love the World more

than God, He would oft bewail

- with tears to behold how the Youth
~generally prophaned the name of
God and were unwearied in doing

the Devils drudgery, whereas we

(call’d Chriftians ) ‘are foon weary

with doing our Mafters will, whofe

Yoke ¢ eafy and his Burden light, ad-

ding, ’tis free grace that makes the

difference betwixt us and thofe Vain

Youths. He exprefled his fear of

fetting up for himflf often,obferving

how many were Zealous while Ap-

prentices, yet declined when became
Masters, who being asked why they

had loft their firft love, aniwered

it was for want of time, to which
he replyed it was more for wax_l]t of
SR ove
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Jove than of time, this he feared
might be his own cafe if God pre-
vented it not. Being asked if he
were willing to fuffer for God, he
an{wered, if God callme to it he will
quallifie me for it, but he thought
God would not put that honour
upon him: The ‘time that others
take for recreation, he {pentin holy
Duties, and the money others {pend
idelly he laid out either profitably or
charitably. His ficknefs began Fax.
23. 1682, which he bore with
wonderful patience all along,

Ever defiring God would coms=
pleat his work in and upon him,
O how would he blefs God that it
fared well with his Soul, how ever
it fared with his Body, and that
God was never wanting to us, when
we are not wanting to our felves,
though fome blamed him for being

_too bookifh during his weaknefs, he

anfwered, fhould reading impair my

“health, Iam fure ic refrefhes my

M4 Sou]
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Soul, and I wifh you all ro prize
Communion with God, and to make
your peace with God before the night
come, had I now that work to do,
I might expe& frowns where
( throug: ir: DearRedemer ) Thave
Imiles upon me, wikciiI cannot ex-
prefs. o

When in the greateft extremity,
He would fay, what is all this, to
that which Chrif fuffered for me,
crying out, O the gentlenefs of God
to me compared withCréiffs {orrows
calling to hear the 14, 1 g, 16, and
17.Chapters of Fob#z, read to him
when weakeft he would lay fmiling

with hiseyes and ‘his hands lift up:

to Heaven, and a few days before
hedyed he faid thus to me, Sifter 1
know you wifh me well, Tcannot
be well here, therefore be willing
to let me go, ’tis not long fince God
made you willing te leave me in a
troublefome World, and now will
not you be willing to give me up to
Lo ‘ M 3 God

). |

( 169 )

Gad: if a taft of Heaven be {0 fiveet
herey what is the full injoyment,
let me go firft, ’tis butalittle time
and we fhall meet again, . I
have forborn to mention my death
(to thelofs of my {elf and others )
becaufe your {pirit cannot bear it,
O how am I comforted in the ftock
of prayers going for me, when I
cannot now pray for my felf,efpeci-
ally that Chr:f is interceding for me
in Heaven: After this his {peech
was {carce intelligible, yet under-
ftood he faid, [ Lord thon knoweft
what 1 have done, and what I have
left nndone, ] oft over,and all night
fpake with fuch earneftnels as
thinking he was underftood, the
next morning friends perfvaded me
to withdraw as being no more ufe-
ful to him, but hurtfull to my felf,
and if he became more {fenfible it
would grieve him to ice me grieve,
But after fome hours abfence, return-
ing to hum, he took me by the hand
S | | to
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to comfort me faying, with

{pread my God hatl’l'chain u;
Satan, which was ananfwer to th
very requeft, put up for hima little
before. Thus when death ( Tha
King of terrowrs, and terrour of
Kings) was unftung, he fubmittcd
to its ftrokeand changed his life for
a better. Aup. 3. 1682.

He appointed the Text for his fu.
neral Sermonto be Gen. 47, 9. (as
1s related before ) in the time of his
Health, yet finding the fentence of
D(;_alth upon himfelf, ¢,

€ was born 1663. bepan hi
laft ficknefs on Fan. 2 3. an%l dyelj
when Auguff was but 3. days old.
Th

w5
- This Bleffod Soul pafled from Three
to Three,
Handed by Three in one #he
Trinity, |
From 1 omb to Tomsb. Three threes
complearshis race,
Turns all his griefs to everlafting
Peace, The
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The Next Charafter is that of a

MMiffer who writesthus to him in

his laft ficknefs, .
Shall I be forry to hear of your
ficknefs # Tam, as it is an evil to

Nature, but I rejoyce in hope that

it will increafe your Grace, not
doubting but to fucha ferious Chrif-

‘tian and Religious perfon as you

have been, this Afi&tion will be
the taking away of fin, and thisrod
( with Asrons) will bloflom with
the Peaceable fruits of Righteon[nefs,
your great knowledgein the myftery
ofSalvation, and eminent proficiency

in the School of Chrit may well

put a Superfedeas to any inftructions
from me, yet give me leave as a
faithful Monitor to mind you of your
duty of Patience,that you may be as
eminentin that Gracc in the time of
your ficknefs, as you were in other
Graces in the time of your health.
I know ’tis impoffible for NVature to

endure ( without murmuring ) the
lofs
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lofs of fuch a mercy as health,r
Grace can weigh thele Confideratithys.

Firf}. Conlider who s the Author
of your affliCtion, it {prings not out
- of the duft, nor comes by chance,
but ’tis my Fathers hand that ap.
points che time, place, meafure, and
manner, 10 mult not murmar,

Second, Comfider, though you be
a Son of God, yet your fin has defer-
ved Hell, and thither had you been
caft, had not your Dear Redeemer
dyed for you: But feeing you are
Delivered ~ from  wrath to come,
and thisis all your Hell you are like
tohave, to wic, this prefent chaftife-
ment, therefore you may not mur-
mur, &ec.

Third. Confider God never Afflicts
willingly, but when #eed i5, and for
gracious ends, to {ubdue fin and to

ftrengthen Grace,to wean from the .

World, and to make Heaven more
defirable, ¢&e.(hisbowels fill year-
ning while his rod is on our backs)
e if
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if this be o, fhould you not be ps-

1.

%oartb.Medime much on the joys
of Heaven, and the happy reft there
prepared for you, which tranfcends
our apprehenfions while we taber-
nacle in houfes of clay. O the
Rivers of pleafure, the Manfions of
blifs, the Regions of happinels, the
Crowns of life, thie {cepters of pow-
er, the Robes of Glory, and the
thrones of honour, that are there
prepared for the Lambs followers,

‘no finning is there to provoke God,

no {uffering to moleft us, noweeping
eyes, fighing breafts, or complauTl-
ing tongues are found there. No
crying there [ O my Head ! my Head,
and O my bowels be pained, &c. ]
But all reft in thearms oflove, and
in the Bofom of Chrift. O happy
Souls that are now got thither, and
fince you will fhortly be there,
fhould you not be fubmiflive to and

rejoyce in the will of God: That he
give
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give you both an Happy and a Com-

tortable departure out of ¢ ime g8

eternity is the prayer of, d.

The laft Character is that of mine
owz from my own perfonal knowledg
of him,which, though it was not {o
much as was that of many others
who were more converfant with
him, yer was enough to give me a
profpe ofhis (almoft) unparallel’d
piety : I never converfed with a
more mortifyed Young-Man from
youthful vanitys, fo ferious in his
deportments, {0 favoury in his dif:
courfes with {0 grave an afpe@, and
and {o compofed a countenance, as
Ifeldom faw in this our Exglifp
el. He had o faithfully followed
thele following rules. |

Firfe. Let notGad find me in my

bed when he laoks for me on my

knees.
Second. Nor wandring thoughts
cat out thelife of my Dury.
Third. Nor be flight in reading

Gods

Ifra- |

C175)
Gods Word, or hearing it preached,
Wh I fhould digeft in my heart,
and Mpeat in my life.

Fourth. 1 muft redeem time.
Fifth. Deny my felf.

Sixth. Do more thanothers,
Seventh, Be careful of my compa-
ny.

yE{gbth. Leave the Savour of Grace
behind me in all companies.

* Ninth. Be Holy in all my relations
84 fervant, €re. _

Tenth. No fin muft fit light.
Eleventh. Nor may I live in that
which I know or fear to be a fin.
Twelfth. *Tis my dnty to mourn
for fin, my own and others.
Thirteenth. To be much in Holy
Ejaculations, having God oft in my
mind, and Heaven oft in my fight.
Fourteenth. 'To be oftlooking 1nto
my own heart. .
Fifteenth. To refilt the firft ri-
fings of fin.

Sixteenth. To bridle my tongue,
Seven-




Scventeenth. lTo feed in Gods
fear at my meal times.

Ezglztee);tlf. To do all my fc(!ar
and facred affairs for Gods glory,
the good of athers as well as my felf
&. That he familliarizing his Sou]
with thefe and the like helps, and

duely and daily weighing himflf

inthe ballance of the Sanézuary,foon
became a Nore fuch, in Chriftian

o ?1776) T
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attainments, {0 that the way of this
Godly-wife Young-Man was above (as
Prov. 15. 24, ) Railing the feet of
his Soul to walkina higher Region
and above the heads of moft other
young-men : Sure Iam his Conver/a.
Jton was in Heaven (as Phil. 3. 20.)
while his  commoration was on
Earth. the Rabbins fay, that Cain's
fin was not dividing aright for God,
for which fault ( they fuppoft ) God
brought that brand ( of going ‘about
cverfighing and trembling, cre. but
I may without vanity affirm, that
ifany young man learned to divide

Exercifes,

hy.

aright betwixt his Gexeral and parti-
u&dhﬂg, this Holy Young-man
did, ‘Who feldom (or never ) would
laffer them to juftle our ‘one the
other. ~ As he would not give his
Masters-time to Gods warfbt’p, {o nor
bods time to his Maflers fervige - 1
with allapprentices would learn to
write after {0 fair a copy, and to
drefs themfelves by o lovely a look-

ing-glafs, I know alfo how the Spi-

it of God refted upon him in moft
minent aftings and emanations,
nd I ftand admiring, not only at
is moft Evangelical Experiences
Examinations, ‘and Evj.
ences above mentioned, but al(p at
is moft {enfibleand favoury letters
ot only writ with his own Morsal
wd , but  with a moft Gracions
art. Inoneof which Ifind how
¢ obliged his Correfpondent (2
edly Young man) to Holinefs with

hefe arguments,

,__Firff. We have covenanted nog

to, -
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to allow our felves in any known fn
but to ufe all means for the '
and deftru&ion thereof. .
Second. To forfake all that is
dear to usin this world, rather than
forfake God and his Gofpel.

Third. To watch over our owaf .

hearts againft the temptations both
of profperity and adverfity leaft we
be drawn from God.

Fourth. To take the Laws of Godls (..

for the rule of our thoughts, words
and ations, {quaring our whole lifs
thereby. .
Fifth. To negle€t nothing wy
know to be our duty,
Sixth. To refign up our felves
to God and avouch him for ou
Lord.
Seventh. Toown Fehovah as ou
portion, promifing to ferve him all
our days. | .
Eight. To improve Chrift ashg
isthe new and living way for acce
to the Father.

Ninth

(179 J
QVinth To be marryed to Chrifts
accying him for ourHead and Huf-
band Th all ftates and times taking
our lotas e falls, though fufferings
and death do accrue, we muft re-
nounce cur own will and wifdom,
2
" In another
g?’ft.

Firft.

I find the Sasnts pedi-

What Chriff is vo ws? He
Lord, 1. Cor. 1, 2. Our
Friend, Cant.s. 16, Our flefb and
blood, Heb. 2. 14. Our Brother,
Ver. 17. Our Father, 1f2. 63. 16.
Our Husband Rom. 7. 4. what we
ate to Chrift? His Servants Rom.
6. 22. His Friends, John. 15. 14.
His Kinfmen, Mark 3. 21.35. His
Brethren, John 7. 3. His Sons. Gal.’
3. 26. His Spoufe, Sifter, Love and
Dove, Cant. 4.9. The Church is
one Fize, John 15. 1. One Seed,
Gal. 3.16. One Temple,Eph. 2. j6.
One Body, Rom. 12. 5. One Spirit,
1. Cor. 6. 16. and one Chrif#, 1.Cor,
N 2 12,
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12. 12. and upon the furvey of Zi
Pedigree, he Cryech out, Lord#vh
is man thou art thus mindful of him,
making him (in iome refpects)
Higher than Angecls, Thou haf
crowned hint witl: Glory and He
nour, ¢re. Pf«l. 5. .
Tn anothicr leteer to his clder Sifter

( wrir about three a clock 1n the
morning ) he gives an high encomi
um of Godlinefs (to ftrengthen her
in love to the good ways of God)
{aying, ’tis the great work we havs

to mind in this lower World, theref
horror to morrow, ¢re. but ftll in

fore need we to meet helps to foy
ward one another therein, ’tis not:
{mall thing, or a by-bulinefs to bs
forgotten, ¢e. ’tis the beft riche
that cannot be taken from us, &
there are all good things in it {o ther
isno danger to loofe it, yet find I
pronencfs to be triffling and tampe
ring with tranfitory vanities, whil
the true riches are negle€ted, O thi
Hearg-work 1s Hard-work, and th

waj
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.oy to Heaven is up the hill, but
ouRCaptain (if we follow him clofe)
will Tmake it ealy, helping us to
hold on and tohold outto the end
notonlyas /iwing but allo as /ively
Christians, not lottering inthe way
of fin, but luftily running our race,
feating our felves under Godscye:
All lower perfons and things bechan-
geable, Relations may be our friends
to Day and, they may be dead to
morrow, orthey may live, yet their
love may die, and our delights to
day may be our forrow and our

Godlinefs we have an unchangable
God, our thoughts of this muft be
bellows to blow up the fiame of our
defires, and the {pur to our dull
affeCtions.

In another Letter to his younger
Sifter (which came al(o to my hand)
O whata travelling fpirit was upon
him, that Chrilt may beformed 1.
her, faying to her,

N 3 My
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My hearts defive and prayer
that you may be faved, cogffier
your fad eftate by nature, you are
- aflave of Satan, a firanger to God
and if you dye in that eftate you are

~ undone for cver. O that you may
{ee in this your day the things that
belong to your everlafting peace,
leaft they be for ever hid from your
eyes. - For judgment will certainly
find you, where death doth leave
you, if you die in an unregenerate
flate, you will be banifhed from the
prefence of God, and an eternity
of horror and terrour is to be endu-
red, & But if YOU make vour calling
and eleition fure, then may you'
expect,nay you will have everlafting
blifs. O think muchon theft things
you have now time to make your
peace, put 1t not off (if you love
your Soul) no not till to” morrow
(as too many young perfons do
thinking it {oon enough yet andyet)
-but know, you may be dead before
the
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b
#e morrow, pray therefore for con-
veNjng Grace and for

power to
caft Dif fin, efpecially that which
lays neareft your heart, for if the
heart-fin be loved better than Chrift
rwill undo you for ever, let but
your Lord have your chiefeft love
and you will foon find more pleafure
in ways of holinefs than in all the
ways of fin.

In another letter to his kinfwo-
man, Ifind him very warm in his
exhortations, faying.

Now is the time of ftirring up one
another to prepare for approaching
evils, {eeing the Cloud thickens and
looks black over our head, wehave
need to have our rock ready to fly to
and to have our evidences for Hea-
ven cleared, to have our loins girt
and our lamps burning, and to fit
loofe from thofe lower things that

. {feem now to be leaving us, O that

fweet word Draw nigh $0God, and

he will draw wigh to us, for the cnc}
or
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of this difpenfation is ¢o drive
further off from fin and pearer d.
- And O fiveet word, In the Ay Y.

fball have tribulation, bur in Chrift

pesce, who would not travel through
2 world of trouble, to find that
peace in Chrift.

This kinfwoman was touched
with his lines, that fhe caft inthis
charalter of him after hjg death, fay-
ing, God took him from me, be-
caufe I was unworthy of him, he
told me, ’twas better L0 want time
than to want an heaye tor doing
good, he cryed oft ( hearing the
clock ftrike) O Time, Time, Tam fo

much nearer eternity, and O the
- Love of Chrift that purchafed an
eternity of weal for me, is there any
Love like Chrifts, ¢,

Inanother I find thefz fhort rules
( comprized in Vere ) very -ufeful
to him when time would ng permit
him to make any ufe of farger
hélps. o

Lez
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¢ not [oft fleep thy weary eyes
#VAde

Before the' fume confine with the
nights (hade. | .

Thy thoughts retire, and make it
their laft task |

Of the days deeds three queftions thus

to ask.

Wherein Have T tranfgreffed this

» bt‘

Hay ¢ what good deed have I'n rought,
),Ai%i what have T forborn to do?
which to have done I onght ?

‘Or Thus.

What have I done amifs this day ?
What well? -

What Good have T omitted ? Con-_
{cience tell ?

This Diftich (as his who fent him

“them intimates ) comprehqnds all
ur thoughts words and deeds, and

: S
Y pondering and improving them

duely
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and daily,they both reaped grea
nifit, ¢c.

In another I find that the method
of correfpodency betwixt his Friend
(a gracious young man) and
himfelf  was carryed on by a
commmunication of Experiences or prac-
tical and profitable difcourfes upon
the joys of Heaven, the loveof God
in Chrift, the fecond coming of our
Lord, the evilof fin, ¢rc. Asto the
firt of thofe points, (the joys of
Heavern) their intercourfe maketh
this mention.

The Glory ( which we ought to
have our Faith fixed en for our com-
fort ) is called in Scripture compari-
fons: A Crown of life, of Righteouf
" mefsy and of Glory, an incorrwptibl!

inberitance, a reft for the People df
God, the recompence of reward, p
Honfe not made with hands, an excel

lent place which the eye hath wot feen|

&c. The City of the Living God, th
Heavenly Jernfalem, the Foly kjlng-
‘ oM
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the Blefled hope and end of ony
holggee, the City whofe builder and
maker 15 God, the houfe not mide with
handsthe heavenly Conntry, the frrast
Gate, &c. The contemplation of
all theft divne comparifons aforded
ftrong coufolation to Both their
Souls, .

Nolefs comfortable was their in-
terehange of communion about the
other point of Christs fecond coming,
which is likewife called in Scripture
2 Day of confolation, and of corronati-
os, an harveft day 4 marviage day,
9K & day of admiration, wherein
Chrift will be admired of all his
Saints at his Glorions appearance,
though now we be difpifed by the
world as our dear Redeemer ( him-
felf was ) yet, this is our joy our
éedemption day draweth ‘nigh,
2c. )

In another letter he hath this paf:
fage (Ifuppofe ) to fome Minifer,
faying, Sir, though I be a ftranger
to

B —
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you, yet cannot, nay darenot |
any longer from fpeaking to

forasking my own heart whether I
were fit to dye it was anfwered that
could not be till accounts were clea-
red ( concerning the fins I groan
ed under ) between God and my|
Soul, about this Sir, my prefent
addrefs is for your profitable ad-
vice: ‘Therefore I befeech you

{earch me throughly to the very
inwards of my heart, &v.

e oan

(

Many more fuch favoury lines
( all feafoned with the falt of fincer-
ty and fanlity, I might add out of
feveral other of his Letters, which
mult be omitied to avoid prolix-
ity.

To Conclude, upon the View of
the whole , I muft only add this
though we lLave not his picture

“drawnin paint by fome skilful limner

for refrefhinz the memory of Rela-
t1ons

C179)

ns, and to prefix before this

, yet it is limned to-the life
in bMck and white both by pri-
vate Chriftians, and publick Mi-
nifters: He was ( without flatte-
ry ) amirror of piety efpecially in
making fo firi® a Icrutiny over
all his own fteps, and taking
{o ferious a profpett over all his
own works both upon Sabbath
days and upon every wegk-day
between them, that He might keep
bis hears mith all diligence, Prov.
4. 23. O how exall was he in
Self-Examination , as_well in civil
and fecular, as in facred affairs,
1 have been young, and aow am old,
yet ncver in all my acquaintance
found I {o muech faithful Self-tryal
which is indeed a moft neceflary,
but alas a much negleted duty,
and I am confident moft Chrifti-
ans arc at a great lofs in their in-
ter man by the omiffion hereof,
as to my own yparr, T am utterly
afhamed .
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afhamed to behold my felf (nov
an old Minifter of Forty Y
ftanding in the Miniftry ) (o for
out ftripped by fo Young a Man
(not atraining the third part of
my age ) and fo private a Chrif:
tian as an Apprentice ; would to
God, we could all ( young and
old, Minifters and People ) imi-
tate this Pattern of piety, calling
our faithlefs hearts to a faithfull
account daily, and ever keeping
upon our Wateh-Tower, ¢,
This would be a bleffed means
to keep in the fear of God all the
dy, Prov. 23. 17. to live much
more in a liccle time , as he did
from 1678. t01683. to be neither
afbamed to live, nor afraid to dye,
like him, who lived his little thort
life with Chrift in this lower
world, and now reigneth with
Chrift in the upper and better

world.
FINIS.

A

ThW did dilligently corredt every Sheet
yer for want of fome Revifes, thefe
- faults with fome others have efcaped.

ERRATA

In the Epiftle page 5. line 18. dele 6
p. 6. 1. 24. read gor. p.36. 1. 18, romit.
tranf. p.49. 1. 9.for third 1. threefold. p.
63. 1. 20. fer Heaven r. baven. P. 77.
1. 21. for foul 1. feal. p.79. L 17, 1. than.
p. 108. 1. 6. 1. ger. p. 116, L 21. 1.
jeered, and 1. 24. r. that.p. 150.1. 12.
forzor. I. for byr. becanfe, p. 170. 1. 9.
for 82. r. 83.




