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To the Reverend

THE

wffmtmg minittzts
LONDOM

Fmed‘y calfed .
Cmgregatio;ml and Preshyterian,

Bmmwknombyﬁmtﬁameof

United Brethren

mlﬂd MW i dnﬁon! :
w8 ki Sermon had net &'en Preacbez{ Jo-
y - wor ad it been made: publick, ¥at in obe- ,
 ditnce to your Call ; which I the more wil-
' Y ding) ]rrlmﬂml :mh, that 1 Jb‘ rberrﬁ :
. " }7 e5Fmony 10 my reads
ﬂw o0 B@Fg; abromd, which oa ] Xm've m}rde -
réjhm bome: . T
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Tou wo fooner bad appointed me to this Work, bur
God pointed me to the Text ; which I found fo fuitable
to -tbP: Occafion, that I refolved to do the utmoft my fhore
Arm could reach to , in improving it to the bleffed ends
of Love and Union, thas I might thereby fbew my feif
to be mot only dgmindy, but dgwomoily ; and indeavour

. with all my might that the Heaven below might be
made like the Heaven above, a quiet and peaceable Ha-
bi“:tion-. o e - . T ’

Zo intermeddle in Matters of Strife i in common
Cafes deemed a thanklefs Qffice, and he oft times feels

Naz. Orar. de #0ft  Fifes who fleps in to part the Fray. Miovs ap’

Pacc. duporigay wgnov mways. But the GoodnefS of this Un-

dertaking is fuch, as will richly Recompenfe for the
greateft Incomvemience that can attend the Attempt ;
“and if it fhould wot find SuccefS among Menm, I am fatif-
fied that it will not want a Bleffing from God.

None can, with any colour of Reafon, ke prejudiced
at this bappy Undertaking of yours, which is not i the
leaft intended to cowntenance amy Carmal or Worldly
Defign, but to farve the gréat Interefts of our {"‘ng
Jéfus, and promoté that Kingdom of his which i§ ndk -

ofthis World.

Many there are who call every kind of Compliamce
bafenefs, amd a betraying of Principles ; bur fo long as
eur Confciences tell. us, that what we do i in Obeds-
“ence to the Command of Chrift, the peace we [bak-Yind
within will more then pay the Charge of - all uhjuf} Cen-

- Jures from withour. Men of fuck rowgh and fowr Spis
zits are ready to think God 1o be. fuch a one, as :them
Jebves ; As the Lacedemonians, being & Warlikg Peon

| - e
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s fove,. and he that dwells in love, dwells in God, and
God in him. ' o o

. Who deth not defire to fec the Church of Chrift in a
Aourifbing Rate 2 It was one of Auftin’s wifbes, to fee
Romam in flore.  4nd fbould it mot be every good Man's

- wifb, to fee Ecclefiam in flore: When the Temple i
purged, and a Separation made between the Sanuary

the profane Place, (£zek. 41. 20.) thes the Glory
of the Lord will fill the Houfe, Ezek. 43.5. - °

- God bath eminently dymted among you bitherto in
carrying ow this bleffed Work, therefore it .greatly con-
cerns us to hold him faft by Endeavouring to keep. the
Unity of . the - Spirit in the Bond "of Peace, %# this
Silence in Heaven fbosld be bur for the {pace of half

an llouro'

How fhould the confideration of the Coming of the
Lord, whichnow draws very nigh, put us all upen pro-
moting this Work. Will it not be a very suncomfortably.
thing to be found in our Divifions.in that day 2 There-
fore we ought not to fland at a diftance, but wupon fuch
Reafons as will juftifie our diffent, and be approved of by
the impartial Judge,

The Lord pour out a richer meafure of the Spirit of
Love upon a[ that fear bis Name, and [hew to them that
xa 6m§€o?\hv 83ov which none can find , but they who
are taught of God. The Inquiry after which, in order
20 walking therein, was the chief Defign of this Difcourfe.
Such as it u it i now yours, mot only by my Al in the -
" Dedication, but by your own in the Publication. Z!ml

there- -



weeds 3», fo it earnelly calts for your Obfervance becaufe
of the importance of the Defign of it, which is to
Jérengthen the Staff of Bands mow put into your hands
by God 3 and this nothing can do but a comflawt and con-
f;o»tim pratice of thofe Primeiples.wpow which your
Ciwion fands. » , ‘

And wow Brethren, ai that Rod onk of the Stem of
Seffe (uponw whom the Spirit of the Lord refls, 2b¢ Gi
dle of whofé Reins is Faithfulnefs) bah fo far fulfiled
that comfortable Promife, a to caufe the Wolf to dwell -
‘with'the Lamb.; &¢ 7 2lfo asvear that he bath bowed
your Spiriss te fuck an int: ‘ow to- Towth , as
that a -Child maw tead voy tbe Connfdls bere
gtven will be as 1 'mbraced, and as carefully pra-
Hifed, as they were fuithfully tewdered by: bim ' who grear-
Uy rejoyceth to ke known by the pleafing Title of ene(tho
.the meaneft) of the united Brethren, and

Tawr mlt faiskfil Sesvant, .

Matth Mea.d |
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Lo Sticks made Dne.

EZE K. xxxvin 19.

Say umto them, Thus [aith the Lord God, Bebold
"I will take the flick of Joleph, which is in
. -the band of Ephraim, and the Tribes of Hfrael
bis fellows, and will put them with bim, even
with the ftick of Judah, and make them one
Siick, and they fball be one in mine band.
® X 7 Hatour Lord Chrift faid in Luk‘4,zx. upon
his reading that of the Prophet lfaish, The
. [pivit.of the Lord is upon me, becaufe be bath a-
. nointed me o preach good tydings to the me
&ec. Tbis dap, fays he,. this Scripture s -fulfilled in your ears:
The fame 1 miay fay of chis Scripturé now read to you,
God hath in- a great meafure this. day fulfilled it among
you.
- A Scripture which feems exaétly.fitted to this Days Dcfign s
which is partly for;bumbling in regand:of former Divifions ;.
and partly for rejoycing with refpec to the prefent Union.
Accordingly you have in the Text two Sticks, The fickin y, o o1,
the bawdyof Epbraim, and the fick of Fudab : that is, Epbraim
againft Fudab, and Fudab againft Epbraim. This is macter
of mourning. But then you have thee two fticks wade one in
the band of the Lord, and that is caufe of rejoycing.
Asin the Body. Natiral, Health is the Salt of all Mercies,
fo in Bodies Politick, and Ecclefiaftical, the Salt of all Mer-
cigs & Peace and Union, without which no good ca? be
B ong
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Jelves, and bave peace ome with amotber. ) -

The defirablenefs of Peace and Union cannot be berter
fet out, then by refle&ing upon the direful Mifchiefs of Dif-
cord and Divifion. One fays, Numeras binarins est infamss,
quia primo au/ms eft ab unitate difcedere.

Itis an accurfed number, as firlt depasting from Unity.
I am fure cthe departing frér that Unity which we are cal-
led of God to keep, viz. The wmity of sbe [piris, in the bond of
peace, 18 a very cusfed thing, S

Ferom. calls Divifions, Amicorum difpendia, inimicoryms com-
‘pendia, divine ire incendie. So that we may fay of them,
what Aufin fays of Ovxigial Sin, Prcostsm, canfs peccatd, pana
peccati. They are not only fin, andthe caufe of fin, but

the punithment of fin too, fo that they are nothing but 2

heap of fin. v A
ivifions in a Ki , in 2 City, in a Family ace very
fad, and have fad effe&s ; Chriftfays, they can’c ftand where
thefe are, (Mar. 32. 25.). but no Divifions {0 fad as they that
happen among the People of God.  For sbe ditifions,4f Reupen
there were [ad thonghts of beart, ]udg §. B§. e Ak
When Brethren are divided, and the Fire is kingled Mgpur
n Boweks, rifing from our felves, this is {ad iddeed. ~ As.
Prophet fays, Exek. 19. 14+ Fies 5. gone out o arod of ber
branches, which bath deveicred ber fruit, [o that foe bath wo frong
rod 10 be & fcepter to rule, this 5 & laswentation, and [hall be for a
lamentation. :
And this was the very cafe of the People in the Text, a
long and fad divifion had been among them: from the time of

Ferokoams, not only as:they were a Stace, bue as they were a-

Church too ; Civil divifion broughe in Ecclefiaftical ; they
could not agree in' ‘one Governmetit, nor in one way of
Wordhip. Two Tiibes cleave to the Worfbip of the Tem-
ple, but the reft of them muoft have their Calves at Daw and:
Bethel.  So that they were not only divided as a State 5 but
323.& is more fad, they were divided as 2 Church of

. Now:
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Now hear God promiles to treal their Diviffons, and to
make them one ; they fhall be one in my band. In the whole
Chapter you have two Prophecies , in whichare coneained
two great Promifes, excellently fuited to two great Evils chis
People were now under, wiz. Divifion, and Defolation.
- Their Defolation is fet out in the former part of the Chap-

ter, iunder the Type of a Valley.of dry Bones, ver/1,2.
" The Thing God promifes is Redemption, under the Type
of making d7y Bomes live. This you have from the third
werfe to the fourteenth, .

Their Divifion is fet outby .the Type of two Sticks, the
Promife God makes is to-care their Divifions, and unite them
agsin, and thisunderthe Type of making two Sticks one, .
and not only {0, but te bring them ntoa firmer Union then
ever. '

They fhall be united to be one People, ver(22. They flrall be
I’:i ":{‘ two Nations, I will make them ove upon the Mountains of

ael, - :

They fhall be united in one God, verf. 23. Tbey fhall be
P. and [ will be ther God. f 3 7 i ™

ey fhall be urited under one King, verf. 24. David my

‘&:Zm Jhall be King over therm , and they [hall bave ome Skep-
They fhall be united m ome way of Repentance, werf.23.
Tey foall mor defile thomfelves amy weore with their Idols, ner with
thar desefable Things, wor with asy of their Tranigreffions.

They fhall be united in oneway of Reformation, ver/24-
Tbey faall walk wm my Fudgments, and obfervemy Starutes,and do
she; ~ :

™. -
They fhall be united in one Covenant,ver/26. I will make
a Covenans of Peaccwithtbem, it frall be am everlafiing Cove
- They fhall be united inone way of Worthip, verf 26, 27,
 1will fet my -Sanéluary inthe midft of thems for ever, my Taber,
nacle sifo fhall be with them. , :
Now fuch a Unionas this, for a People tobe made onein
One God, underoné King, in one way of Repentanc: and -
Reformation, in-one Mﬁ and in one way of V‘Xlor-
B - rr - B-e . . H p ;
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fhip ; what a firm, what a fpiritual, what a compleat, and-

cogéquendy what a blefled Union maft this be. iR
Concerning which, inthe whole of this Prophecy, where+

in it is contained, you may obferve four things.

1. Here is the Subje& Matter of  this Union def¢ribed ,
and that both in the Type (asl may callit) and inthe Antic -
type. Inche Type itis two Sticks. In the Antitype it is
the Church of Ged intwo parts. This. is in the fixteenth
crje. . e .

2[ Here is a Writing to be infcribed 5 which .is née only
commanded, but the words.of the Writing diGated. 7#4r¢
upon one Stick, for Judah, and for she-Houfe of 1tacl his Comipas
nions : i. e. the Tribe of Benjamin, ‘and all the reft that joyn-
ed with them in their way of worfhip. =

And write uponthe other Stick, for Joféph, the Stick of . E-
phraim, and all the Houfe of Ifracl, bis Compamions. That is, the
the other Ten Tribes, who were joyned under Feroboam: ini
his way of Worfhip. L . L

3. Here is the Way and Manner of this Union. dire&ed.
Foyn them one to.another.into ome Ssick, verf17. '

4. Here is the meaning of all uaridled and explained, in
the words of the Text, Bebold, I will take the Stick of Jofeph
which s in the band of Ephraim, awd the Tribes of Ifracl his
Bellows, and will put shems with bim, evew with the Stick Ju
dah, and make them one Stick, and.tbey fhall be ome in-my band.

. Toattempt-the explaining the. Nature, or Kind, or Meag-
ing of thefe Sticks, when the thing intended by them is fo,
fully exprefled,, would be but trifling with the Text, which
1 fhall indeavour to.improve to;more -ufeful purpofes. . .

There is only one thing that I fhall remark upon in tha
words, before I come to whac I intend.  And: that is, the
Form of the, Promife in which this Unien,iswrapped up. .

" Twill make them one Stick, dnd they fhisll be one in my band..

1 What Onenef; is chis that is,he‘re' promifed ? ‘.
* 2. What'isintended by this doubling the Bromife 2.
3: What isimplyed by beipg one in God’s hand ? Wh
I. at



1. What Onenefis this that is here promifed and pointed’
at ? Wherein doch it efpecially confift ? pointed

There are feveral forts of Onemeff in Scripture.

There is an Onenef of divers Peifons in one Nature.

There is an Onenef of differing Natures in One Perfon.

And there is an Owenef§ 1of fundry. Natures and Perfons in’
onc Quality. - .

- In the firft is One God, Dext. 6. 4:
In the fecond is' One Chrift, 1 Cor. 8. 6.
In the third isone Church. Canr. 6. 9. Mgy Undefiled is
but One. AQs 4.32. The multitude of them that be-
~ lieved were of One beart, and of Ome foul.

“This is an Ecclefiaftical Onenef, ‘and it is that which the
Text chiefly points at. ‘

Bellarmine {peaks of a fixfold Onenefs in'the Church.

. - x.In refpec of Jod who calletb,but thismakes the Church
not {o much wma, as (ub umo, one, as under one.

2. In refpe& of the end, the Salvation to which it is called, .
but this makes the Church not {o much one, as ad wnum.

3. In refpe& of the means , as Word , Faith, and Sacra-
ments. But thus the Church is rather by one, than one.

4. Inrefpe& of the Spitit as a feparated Governour.

's. In refpect of Chrift as a conjoyned Head. '

6. In refpe& of the connexion of the members amop
themfelves ; and in thefe two laft refpects (fays he) it is mof
properly one '
~ So that this Omenefs is fuch in the inward principles , and

outward pracice of Religion, as concernsthe people of God
joyntly and reciprocally in their Church State,as joynt Mem-
bers of Chrift, andone of another. :

Andthis is the Onenc(s here promifed, I will make them one
Jrick,and they hall be one in my band. .

But 2. whae isintended in‘the doubling this promile ? Twil
. mahke them one, and they [hall be one.

1. It may point .at a twofold Union, Paffive, and Adtive.
He makes them ome 3 that’s a paflive union, God is alone in it
Tbey fhall be ome, that is more adtive, thereis the operation of

Man in it.
As.



G 41. 32.
Ia. 43.13.

Fudges 9. 23

ob 34. 39.

. A0 PICKS AW WK,

Asitisin the union betwixt Chrift and the Chriftian ; it
is firft paflive, and then a&ive. There is the ation of the
{pirit uniting , and then the a& of Faith in clofing ; we are
apprebended of Chriff , before we can apprebend Crift, Philip.

« 120 : '
’ Unition, as fome calls it, is in order of nature before mmion,
and {o itis in this union in the Text, between Chriftian
and Chriftian , Believer and Believer , Church and Church.
God s firft in it. Uniting Graces muft precede uniting a&s,
and if God thus make us one, then we $hall be ene. For,

2. The doubling the promife, imports the certainty of the
accomplithment. As Pbarashs dreams were doubled, fothe
promife is here repeated, becaufe the rhing # eff ablifved by God,
and be will furely bring it to pafs. 1 will make thems one, and they
fball be ome. Q. d. None fhall be able to hinder it.-I work, and
who fhall let it ? Sometimes God divides a people, and then -
none can unitethem; God fems am cvsl fpiri®hesaveen Abimelich,
and the men of Shechem. :

. So when God unites, noene can divide ; if he makes the
two JFicks eme, they fhall be one.  HWbemw begives peace, whe tben
can make trouble ? :

3. It implys fuch a unien, as fliall be both inward and ow-
ward, in principle and pradice, in affe@ion and a&ion. I
will make them ome 5 that is, in Judgment and Principle. 4nd
they (ball be ome ; i e.in Worfhip and Pra&ice. For it isex-
plained by thatin Fer.32.39. I will give thegn ome beart,and owe
way , that they may fear me for ever. One beart without ome
way is unfruittul.  And owé way without one bears is hypocriti-

. cal;, but ome boars , and eme way is no lefs then Angelical , for
' thercb{ml;is will is doneon earth as it is in Heaven.

Kom. 1. 6.

. Sothat a full and compleat Union between his People is
here poinwed.at. 1will maske them one ; that s, I will géve shem
owe beart. And they fhall be ome ; thatis, they fhall walk in ome
w:i. And {0 wish owe mind , and one mousb they (ball glorifie
G

- But thirdly, What is intended by being enein hishand 2 I
_will meke tham eme fick, and they [hall be one inmy band.

5. It points to the influencing power of ‘God ia bringing
this onenefs abour. TheHand in Scripture is frequently gm
or
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for Power. So Deat.32.36. The Lord foall repent bimle or
bis ferviams, when be fees thas their p»wmﬂ;:e g:(f T ﬂﬁg: ’f?)
that cheir hand i gone, Dan. 6. 27. H lmtf delivered Daniel
Jrom the powar of the liaws, (DWW V0 o the Chaldee,
from the band of the lions.” So here the hand of God implys 1. 11. 11,
His power ; and indeed the curing the divifions of his peo- 5. 18
ple, isa work that callsfor a mighty power. 04is religionum
wserbilfima.  Sdlomon fays, The contensions of brethren are Libe the
bars of & caftle, Prov. 18. 19, Itis 5 of fuch asare brethren
by place or raee, and it is {0 much more (the more is the pity)
among fuch as are brethren by grace ; coruptio optimi peffima.
It made Strs!dm! weary of livmg , and wifh to out of _Mllfbo Adam.
the world, that he might be freed 6 immanibas ¢ iplacabili. ' vV
bab odiss Theologorum. 'Therefore Solowron compares them to
the bars of o caftle, very firomg,and hardly bowed or broken.
None can doit but God ; and when he gy the power of the ¢
{pisic of love and 8niom breaks thefe bars in fun , then they
become ese iw the hand of the Lord,
2. k implics a union in the Truth; every union is nota
being one in Gods hand.  There may be union in fin, a uni-
on inerrour. A8 the world wondered after the f::f; a union Rews 13. 3
.to fupport the Antichriftian Imeret. It is faid of the ten
horns, shefe have one mind, and fhrall givve their power and ffrength
to the beaft, Revel. 13. 12, 13. " Now thisis {0 far from being
. 4 union in the hand of God,that it is the quite contrary,it is
union in the hand of Satan. If we are not united in’ the
wruth, whatever our union nisy be, yer we cannot be faid
to be one iw theband of the Lord,
3. It implys the reality and cordialnefs of thisunion,s bve
without diffimwiation 3 you read of an 14400c which fand with
the Lamb wpom Mdownt Sicn, Rewel, 14. 1. And here are two
chings mentioned concerning them to our purpofe ; their uni-
ty, and their fincerity: onenefs and uprightnef.
Here is their unity in Do&rine pointed at in their number,
144000, whichis a number rooted in twelve, to fhew that
they were all buile upon that one foundation of the twelve.
Apoftles, of which Chrift wasthe corner ftone,and that theis
Dodrine and worfbip is pare and Apoftolical. =



Ver. 1.

Ver. 2.

NGRS

Vir 4.

2Cor. 1.12.

4 1iVil 13l 49 Uidvid umv.y CA1 1T1UIVILIUIS 4 ML) HieVLS all Vi
name, written in one place, they bave his fathers name written
in sbeirﬂﬂrebead: ; thatis, they make the fame open and vifible
profeffion of their {ubje&ion and obedience to the fame autho-
rity, Gevernment, Laws, and Ordinances of God, and‘our.

.Lord Jefus Chritt. .

Then here is their unitednefs in blefling and praifing God.
This is intimated by their having the fame Inftruments,
and the famenefs of their Song. They all harp upon shetr barps,
and they all fung @ st were a new Song before the Throme, |

Then here is mention of their Onenefs in keeping their
Confciences pure from all Idolatrous Worthip, and Antichri
ftian pollutions. Thefe are they which are not defiled with wo-

- men, for they are Virgins.

To name no more, here is their Unity in true Worfhip.
Thefe are they which follow the Lamb whither ever be goes.

And that which crowns all, and puts a Glory upon this
blefled Union is, that itis done in fimplicity and godly fincerity,
without any antichriftian equivocations, ormental refervati-
ons. Thereforeit isfaid, wer. 5. In their mouth was found no
guile, for they are witbout fasult before the Throne of God.

My Brethren, "if our Union be of this kind, without guile
if ic be founded in fincerity, and uprightnefs of heart to God,
then are we without fault before the Throne, and one in 1he
band of God. v ' ) -

4+ Such a Union will be an abiding, induring Union. And
fo much is implied in the words, wherein there feems to be
a-double promife of it intimated. God doth not only fay, I
will make them one, which imports a Union for the prefent ;

" but they fhall be ome ; which fecures this Union for the future,

it fhall abide when once effeéted ; for therefore he adds,
They [hall be one inmy band, q.d. The fame power that hath
accomplifhed, and brought it to pafs, fhall alfo preferve and
maintain it. . : L .

That which is made one in the hand of the Lord fhall be
always one, Nome [ball pluck them ous of my band. And v. 23.
They fhall no more defile themfelves wish any. of their tranfgreffions,
of which their difcords and divifions were none of the leaft ;
and therefore he adds in the fame verfe, So fball they be my
people, and 1 will be their God. ' They



They were his People, and he was their God before: bue
here he renews his Covenant with them, as brought into a
ftace of union. . This is implied in this (So), So fball tbey be
my people, and 1will be their God. His Covenant is renewed
with them, not only as glorying in their union, for now be s
nat afhamed to be called their God 5 but alfo as confirming of it.

5. Here is alfo implied the extenfivenefs of this Union.
Tbey [hall beome in my band. Who are intended by this Téey 2
It reaches to all, at home and abroad, in City and Country.
One fFick is to be written upon, not only for Fudab, but for all
bss Companions. And theother fick not only for Epbraim, but
for all the Houfe of Ifracl bis Companions. ‘Thele are They of
whom God fays, I will make them one, and they [ball be one in
myband. It fhall be an extenfive Union. Soit is explained,
v. 21. [ will gatber them on every fide. And w.22. One King
fhall be King 0 them all. And v. 24. They all [hall bave one
Shepherd. ' :

hen God undertakes to unite his People, he will make ‘it
a compleat Work.

It fhall be a Union in the Truth,

It fhall be a Union in Principle and Pra&ice.

It fhall be a cordial and fincere Union.

Ic fhall be an extenfive Union.

And ic (hall be an abiding Union. '

~And this may {uffice for the opening the Perms. Many
ufeful Truths might be deduced from the words ; but the on-
ly thing I fhall picch upon, and fpeak briefly to, fhall be
this. -

That it is God alone who can heal the Divifions, and unite
the hearts of his People, and whenever hedoth do it, it is
a great mercy. .

1 fhall fpeak to the Point under two Heads.

| 1. It is God alone who can heal the Divifions which are

among his People, and make them one.
IL. When God is pleafed to heal the Divifions of his People,

and make the two fFicks one, it is a great mercy.
C 1. k

Ver. 16,

Do&.
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1. It is God alone that can heal the Divifions that are a-
mong his People, and make them One.  And this will bs e-
vident, if , -

1, We do but confiderthe Source of their Divifions, from
whence they fpring. The Roots which produce and nourith
them. .

(1.) One is from the Malice of Satan. He is the envious
One that fows thefe Tares. He is the great Incendiary, thae
ufes all Ares to divide and feparate the People of God. He
loves to {et his cloven foot in the place of Gods feer. So the
Church is call'd, Ifa. 60. 17. '

Now no Power but that of God can bind him and cesF
him out, Rev.20.2.

(2.) From difference of Apprehenfion. Good men may
agree in one Aim, and yet notin one way; the End may be
the fame, tho the Meansvary. Itis difference of Light that
caufes difference of Judgment ; and that works to divide the
Affe&ions, and then allis on a flame. Ye read Revel.xg. 2.
of them that had gotten the Vilory over the Beaft , and over bus
Image, and mark, and number of bis Name, and yet they fand
upon a Sea of Glaf§ mingled with Fire.

And this is fuch a Fire as none but God can quench.

(3.) They fpring from corrupt Principles and Lufts wichin.
What the Apoftle fays of worldly Contentions, we may fay
of fpiritual.  Whence come wars and figbtings ameng you 2 come
- they not bence, even of your Lufts that war im your Members 2
James 4. 1. There are fome Lufts efpecially that make good
men a burden to each other.  Such as Pride, and Vain-glory,
Love of the World, Ambition, and defire of Precedency ,
envy at anothers Repute, irregular Zeal, and fuch like ;thefe
make us very touchy, and to become Pricking briers, and
grieving Thorns among our felves. There hath been too much
experience of this in thefe Dog-days of the Church, wherein
fo many have been barking and biting at one another.

Man’s Nature is fo prone to Difcords through the influence
of thefe remaining Lufts, that they would no more unite
then crumbs of Sand, did not God bring it about, and make
them Onein his hand. Therefore itis faid, I will make them
Qne, and they (hall be One in my band.

2. It



2. Itisa Prerogative peculiar to God. The Texr inti-

mates fo much, rbey fhall be one in my band. No Onensf if
God hathnot a hand init. Men may uf¢ means , and con.
trive mechods for Union, but it is not the policy or skill of
all the Reconcilers in the Warld can bring it about, without
God. : :
How many have brought their Buckets to quench the
Churches Flames. Many Antidotes have been prefcribed ,
many Rules and pacific Means have been commended by
wife and good men for the Cure of our Divifions. But & »
bdvv, there wants a Divine Power within.

Men may take rwo Sticks and tie them together, or glue
them to each other. But nothing will make them ome
Stick, but the hand of God. Hence he is called rbe God of
Peace, Hebr. 13. 20. -and he is faid to create Peace, Ha. 45.7.
Now you know Creation is making fomething out of no-
thing. And indeed {o is this. Look throughout this whole
tranfa&ion, from firft tolaft, and you can't find any thing
out of which this Union fhould be formed.  Either Wifdom;
or Power, or Strength, or Policy, or any thing elfe. It isa-
pure Creation, for it is out of nothing. And this you have
in your Preface exprefled a due fenfe of, in giving to himthe
glory of his Power,by afcribing the Succes of thele Attempts
to the fignal Prefence of God.

3. If the Breaches and Divifions that at any time fall out
among the Lord’s People be a Judgment from the Lord, then
he alone can make them One. For who can remove a Judg-
ment that comes from God, but God himfelf? the fame hand :
that wounds, muft heal.  He batb fmitten,and be will bind us wp. Hof. 6. i.

Now the Divifions that-are among Gods People, tho they
proceed from fin originally,yet there is a Judicial Difpenfation
in them. Hear, O ye Mountains, the Lord's Comtroverfie, Mich. 6.
2. All cheir inteftine Divifions are the Lords Controverfie.
This is one way by which God avenges the quarrel of bss Cove-
nant, Lev. 26, 25. When his People break withhim , then
he breaks them one againft another. Fer. 13.13,14. I will fill
all the Inbabitants of the Land, ct;be Kings, the Priefts , and the

2 Pro-
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Ver. 7.

Dan. 5. 2s.

.ted Brethren. A ble

& 'y"cl-’, O7PEO 0000 PIT LISNWVITWINN s V]  JVitesacviaa srerw 00 uu&wumy F)

I will dafb thems one againft another. So Zech. 11, 14. Ieus
afunder my Staff of Bands, thar I might break the Brotherbood be-
tween Judah and Ilvael.  Ye read in Ifa. 9. 21. of Manaffeb -

gainft Ephraim, and Ephraim againft Manafleh, and they soge-

ther againft Judah. And this is {aid to be froms the Wrath of the
Lord of Hofts,ver{.19. And what Wifdom or Skill of Men
can quench this Wrath of God ? it muft be God himfelf. As

~ fire is {aid to fetch out fire, fo nothing can extinguifh this fire

of God's Anger, but the kindling of his own Repentings.
How fhall I give thee up Ephraim ¢ my beart & turned within me,
and my repentings are kindled togesher. ' And he is {aid to repens
bimfelf for bis fervants whem be fees their power s gome, Deut,
32.36. When their Wound is incurable for want of healing
Medicines, then God will plead their Caufe,and the Wound
fhall be bound up. For he glorieth in this Title., I am zbe
Lord that healesh thee, Exod. 1§.26.

4. This will further appear, if you confider the Sealon of
this bleffed Cure. Ufually it is when his People are brought
very low. The virtue of his Medicines is beft known when

“the Wound is defperate, and to the eye of Senfz, paft heal-

ing,

God referves the fpeaking of this Comfort till the Church
is brought into a Wildernef. How is it that the Bomes are
brought together, bome to his bome, but by the Breath of the
Lord? and when did this breath enter into them but when they
were {Cattered in the open Valley, and Lo they were wery dry?
No Life, no expe&ation, no hope of Union ; Bebold , they
Jay our Bomes ave dried, our bope s loff. 'Then bebold a fhaking,
and the bones came together,bone to bis bome. And when doth God
command the Prophet to write upon Fudab and Epbraim, but
when they were in a very low, and hopelefs Condition ? and
therefore he muft write upon rwo Sticks. A Stick is a dead
thing, a dry thing, a withered thing ; a fit Emblem of the
low Condition they were in. And what is the writingupon
your Sricks at this time ¢ Not a Mene rekel upbarfin. No,blef-
fed be God, but the quite contrary : Heads of Agreement, uni-

Eed Hand-writing ; and if it be not writ-

. ten



ten upon dry Sticks judge you. So that none could have cau-
fed this to be written, if God had not faid to us, as he did
to the Prophet, Som of Man, write upon them.  And therefore
what the Apoftle fays in another cafe, I may fay in this, 2
are manifeftly declared to be the Epiftle of Chris¥, written not with 2 Cor. 3.3,
Ink, but with the Spirit of the Living God,

2. When God is pleafed thus to heal the divifions of his
people, and make the rwo ficks one in his hand , it isa great
mercy. For

- 1. When God doth this , it is to accomplifh the promife,
and every promifé travels with mercy ; there can be nothing
but mercy in the promife ; therefore when ever it brings
forth, the birth muft be mercy.

Now God hath made great promifes concerning the peace
and onenefs of his people.  The ewvy of Epbraim fhall depar:, be
fhall ot envy Fudab,and Fudabfball not vex Epbraim, Ia.11.13.
v. 6. The wolf [hall dwell wish the Lamb, and the Leopard fhall
lie down with the Kid,  The Cow andthe Bear [hall feed sbeir youn
ones fhall lie downm together. The meaning is, that all fournefs,
and fiercenefs , and bitternefs of fpirit fhall ceafe among the
{ubje&s of Chrift,and a fpirit of love and fweetnefs fhall take
place, and heal all. L

Ye have many promifes of this kind, and fome thathave a
‘more dire& afpe& to the laft times, and therefore look wifhly
upon us. Such is that in, Zeph. 3. 9. Thew will I turn to the
people a pure language , that they may call upon the Name of  the
Lord, and ferve bim with one confent.  So Zech. 13. 19. Inthat Dut. 32. 4.
day the Lord fhall be one,and bis Name one. But is not his Name
onenow ? yea,in itlelf itis. FHe s the God of truth , thatis

~hisName. But while there are different ways of profeflion,
and each partyintitles God to his particular way, this gives
'him many Names; the differing claims that divided interefts

,maketo God , give him many Namss. But inthat day bus
Name [hall be one ; differing ways and modes of Worfhip fhall
ceafe,all his people fhall be united in the fame mind and judge-
ment, and fhal own God in the fametruth,and the fame way
of worfhip, and [0b% Name fhalibe one.

But this day is faid to be when Chrift fhall be King overall

the
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the earth, Chriff fhall be King cver all the earth, and in that day
the Lord [hall be owe, and bis Name one.

" Thisis thac Chrift promifés in the New Teftament, Fobn
10. 16, There [ball be onefold, and one fhepard.

2, It is a great mercy in that the ruineof their enemies fol-
lows upon it. You feldom read of any great healing among
the Churches and people of God,but their enemies have{oon
felt the effe@s of it. It isno fooner faid in Ja. 11. 13. The en-
wy of Epbraim [hall depart, but the next wordsare, Tbe adver-
faries off Fudab fballbe cutoff. His work is no fooner perform.
ed upon Mount Sion, but the next work is the pulling down
the Affyrian, I 10.12. and in I 15.10. No fooner are Gods
¥eople one in his hand, but his enemies are trod under his

eet, a firaw % trodden down for the dunghil. And 1 Rewel. 19,
14. the Saints are faid to follow Chrilt cloatbed in fine linnen,
clean and white § their cloathing fhows their bolinefs, and their
following him,ﬁxews their omene(s; and when they follow him
thus cloathed, then you read of his fharp fword , and his iros
rod, and his treading the wine pr:{: of the wrath of God upon his
enemies, v.14. all which isexplained in the following words,
to the end of the Chapter, where you have the Baule of
Armageddon fought, and the Beaft and falle Prophet, and all
the reft of the C&rches Enemies deftroyed. And if the de-
ftru&tion of the Churches Enemies be a confequent of their
gnion, then when God makes the two ficks one, itis a great

ercy.

I cn};ight add,

3. The notice that God would have to be taken of it, fpeaks
out the greatnefs of the mercy. Thart they may know from. the
rifing of the Sun to the Weft, that there is none éftdﬁ me; 1am
;lg Lord, and there is none clfe ; 1 make peace, and create evil,

. 4§.6. '

4. The bleflings and profperity that flow from this Union
{peak the greatnei of the mercy. When peace is within Jeru-

alem’s walls, there will be proferity within ber Palaces.

Bue I pafs thefe, and fhall infift only on this one thing,
which will fufficiently fet forth the greatnefs of this Mercy
and Union, and chat is, ]

3 Tbe'
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§- The Evils and Divifions among God’s People. Their
Narhe is Legion, they are fo many. Nothing thrives where
this Wolf fets his foot.  Where envy and frife s, there 4 confu-
fion, and every evil work, James 3. 16. It is the root of many
bitter fruits.  We read Gem. 38. that Pharez was the Son of
Tamar. Pharex fignifies Fraction and Divifion, Tumar figni.
ficsa Palm-Tree. Abamaritudine, fay fome, from bitternefs, Pagsine.
Divifion comes from bitterne(s, and brings forch birer fruits,
The grapes of it are grapes of gall, the clufters are birter. Dest. 32. 31,
For inftance:
Your Divifions are very difhonourable to Jefus Chrift, they
caufe his Name to be blafphemed in the World, Rom. 2. 24,
Nay, it is an implicite denying him to be come in the flz/h.
For when he comes, this is to be one effe of it, Tbe wolf hall a. 11. 6.
dwell with the lamb, 8c.
It is one Argument the Jews have againft Chrifts being
come, becaufe this Prophecy is not fulfilled.
My Brethren, kthe Lord Chrift come into the World, or
is he not ? If not, whydo yeown it? If heis, why don’c ye
manifeft it 2 It is your Union that muft prove Chrifts
Miffion. ‘ .
Chrift prays for the Onenefs of his Difciples for this very
end, Fobn 17.21. That they all may be one, that'the world may
beliewe that thou baft fent me.  And again, v. 23. Ler them be
erfet in ome, that the world may know that thou baft fent me : As
if Chrift fhould fay, the World will never believe, that thou
haft fent me, that my Doc&rine is true, if they that profefs it
live not in the power of it, and are not made one by it. Thou
art Love, and what fhall convince the World that T came out
of the Bofome of the Father’slove, when my Difciples hate
gge another 2 Oh how difhonourable to Chrift muft this
!
2. Divifions are a great grief to the Spirit of God, and we
are commanded not to grieve him, Epb. 4. 30. Grieve not the
boly [pirit of Ged. Have ye not your light and life from the
Spirit? Did not he convince, and convert, and draw you to
Chrift 2 Was it not he that lead you into the Secrets of God 2
thatrevealed che Myfteriesof the Kingdom, the deep Things

of Ged,and Eternal Life to you?Your Calling had never been.
effeua
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2 Cor. 12. 4
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Epb. 1. 144
Epb. 4. 30.

Epb. 6 1.

Rom. 12.18.

Mark 9. s0.

effe@ual, if the $pirit had not been init, to make it fo. Are
not your Parts, and Gifts, and various Attainrhents, all from
the Spirit 2 And is not every Grace, and every Degree of
‘Grace in you, the Workmanthip of theSpirit? And is it not
the Spirit that quickens you in Duties, and maintains-in you
a frame of heart for communion with God 2 Who is it chat
comforts your Souls in troubles, and that teachesyou tocom-
fort others ? that helps you againft Corruptions within, and
Temptations without ? that conquers your Difficulties, and
inables you to rejoyce in Tribulation? Tsit not the Spirit ?
Is not he the earneft of your inberitance ? Hath he not fealed you
to the day of redemption ¢ and will yoy grieve this Spirit? Oh
what an evil is this !

3. There is nothing more contrary to Chriftianity ; and
yet we cover our Divifions under the cloak of Religion, the
very Name whereof carries Union with it.  Religio & religan-
do: It is the Bond of God upon the Soul, that binds us allto
himfelf, and oneto another. As Godis the God of Peace,Chrift
the Prince of Peace, the Holy Ghoft the Spirit of Peace, his Chil-
dren the Children of Peace; fo the Golpel you profefs, and
preach, is the Gofpel of Peace, full of Precepts of Peace ; you
are, if it be poffible, and as much as in you lies, to live peaceably
with all men, much more to bave peace one with another ; elfe

1 Cor. 12, 13. You violate your Baptifmal Covenant, For by one [pirit we are

are all baptized into ome body, whether we be Fews or Gentiles,bond
or free.  And what an evil is this? Itis Death to forcea
Virgin, what is it then to defile a pure and holy Religion 2

4. Divifions are the caufes of much fin. Shake a Glafs of
Water that hath dregs in the bottom, and the fhaking ftirsic,
and fpreadsit all over. 1 have often thought of that Counfel
of the Apoftle, Epb. 4.26. Let not the fun go down upon your
wrarh. Tt mult be fpeedily fupprefled, for if we lic down in
our heats, we fhall-be apt to burn all the Night. It was a
Cuftom formerly in this-Nation, that every Night at the 8th
hour, a Bell was rung, and then every Family was obliged to
put out their Fire ; and this wascalled the Curfew Bell.

We have need of {fuch a Monition every hour to cover the
Fire of our Paffions, leaft they kindle, and burn up all. Bebold
bow great 2 matser alistle fire kindles, Fam. 3. 5. '

. ' “ "s. Divifions



CTwo Sticks wmade Due. 1y
- 5. Divifionsare againft Love, as Error is againft Faith : It
cuts afunder the bond of Peace.  The greas honfe ss fmitten with- Amos 6. 11
breaches, and the little boufe with clefts. Not only Kingdoms,
but Churches are deftroyed when their Guides and L.eaders are
divided in opinion, and affection.  One carps at anothers Gifts,
decries anothers Miniftry, ftands in the way of anothers Hon-
our ; like menin a Boat, one juftles another, till among them
they fink the Boatit felf. O the evil of Divifions ! It was not
therefore without moft cogent Reafon that Chrift prays for his
own Apoftles, (Joh. 17. t1.) that they may be one.
6. Divifions are the fruits of the Fleh. "The Apoftle tells us
The fruits of the Spirit are love, peace, i"”’l‘”‘%‘ and mecknefs,
Gal. 5. 22. but the fruits of the Flefh are hatred, variance, emu-
lation, ftrife, and envyings; ver.20. So thata man can’t evi-
dence himfelf to be in the Flefh, and deRitute of the Spirit of
God in any thing more than by a contentious dividing Spirit.
The Apoftle fays fo, 1 Cor. 3. 3. If their be envyings, and
Srifes, and divifions among ‘yau, areye not carnal ? They are
Salamanders that can live only in thisFire.  And then I may ask,
but who is their Fasher ?  For the Wifdom that is from beneath
is fenfunal, and devilith, the Mother of ftrife and divifion. But Jam.3. 1. -
the wifdom that is from above ds pure, and peaceable. Ohow fad ~ Ver. 17.
dsit when the Flefh thus'reigns in the Children of the Spirit.
7. Divifion naturally runs into Tumult and Confufion. It
makes Zion to become a Babel. It fo coufounds the [.anguage
of Chriftians, that one can’t underftand another. As when a
Houfe is on Fire, fome call for Water, fome for Ladders,fome
for pulling down the Houfe : Such is the confufion where this
Fire breaks out in the Houfe of God. : o
8. Nothing more obftrutts the flourithing of Religion: And
‘how fadis it, that the Intereft-and concerns of Chrift thould
wither underourhands. -~ ' B L
9. Nothing becomes a greater {ftumbling block to turn others
out of the way of God. Divifion in the Church begets Atheifm
inthe World." Men charge all the faults of Profeflors upon the
‘Religion they profefs, and thereby coptract fuch prejudices a.
. Baintt it as can heveér bé rboted-out. . O what an evil is this !
10. Nothing becames a greater Joy-to our Adverfaries. nor
gives them-a greater-adyantage D.to vodermine angd deﬁr%% .
 hile
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Ho: Ithacus
Vet 3 &c,

ia.é2. 1.

Hof. 7. 4+
Ha.19.2.

Ma. g. 2I.

Pal. 104, 3.

Two Stwhs mabe Dite,

While two Birds are pecking one at another, the Kite ‘comes
and foepsaway both. Our Contentions make us firft a laugh-
ing-flock, thena prey to our Enemies; and therefore they are
a fad forerunmer of tuine. .When brabam went to Sactifice
his Ifaac, he found a Ram intangled in the Briars, which God
had prepared for a Sacrifice; and if we are intangled in thefe
Briars, we may juftly fear weare prepared to be a Sacrifice.

Thefe are fome of the many Evils which might be reckoned
up, that are in the divifions of Gods People,which may ferve to.
{et forth the bleffing, and advantage of Union. And therefore
when God binds up the breaches of his People, and malses the-
two flicks one, it is a great mercy. - , :

Shatl I not mtake a little Application of this ? I know to whom:
I fpeak, which makes i riesdlefs y but for Sions fake I will nor
hold my peace. , ‘

This Text affords two Ufes thiat fuit the end of this days
appointrtierit, Which you have fet apart, partly for Humbling,
and partly for rejoycing.

Here is matter of Humbling, that the people of God fhould
be-two ficks. -

Here is matter of Reloyeing that God hath madeé the smp
Picksone, - . :

< -1, Let us Huttible our felves before the Lord for our former
Divifions. Istheir nota Caufe? when God calls to contend
Fire, itis a Token ofhis Anget. 1t i8 in favour to Ifrael when.
he fets the Egyprinns againft the Egyptians 5 but when: Epbraim,
and Manaffeh are‘djvic!id, there is the Asger of God in it, and
that fhiould be rattér of Moufnisg.  And indeed the ofily way
to a firm Union is to lay the foundatfon of it in thame and tears.
for paft Divifions. Even in this fenfe God /ays the beams of bys
Shunbers in the waters; and makes th clonds bs chariot,  There
is ho builditig without Mertar thold the flores. together,
“gtid thete it no Morrat without Wdter,” Whet Jfrdef ahd Fudah
“tome oiit of Babylon, and inquice the way-tg Sion, -and jeyn
. ; in



Two otichs wmade One,
in a Covenant Uuion, it is all done in Tears, Jer. §o0. 4, 5.
In thofe -days, andin that time, [aiththe Lord, the children of
Ifracl fhall come, they and the children of Fudah together, going
and.weeping, they fhall go and feek the Lord sheir God. The

fhall ak_the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, [aying, -

Come, les ws joyn owr felves 10 the Lord iw 4 perpetual covemant
that fhall not be forgotten.

They ufe in Faggotting either to twift the bands with
fome fapin ther, or to lay them for a time in water, for whes
@gk-,chey'l {hap;but they’l bend and hold the rwifting when well

ed. Sothe desper your Humiliation is, , the mpre durable

will your Uniop be. ir is mych caufe of Humbling on this
accouat. ~ - T Col

For the Pride of our hearts, only by pride comes eontention,

_ For the difhonour done to God y thefe differences, .
. For the reproach brought upon his ways.

For the offences and fcandals Bgi_ven to many, whereby theie
Souls have been eternally- hazarded : And fhould not the fenfe
of this affect us? Seme difeafes are called qpprabric medicorsm,
1 am fure thefe are approbria Theokogorum, O let us joyn in this
one thing, to mourn together, till we have diffolved our hearts
into tears, and fee if they’l run one luto andther, ahd let us re-
folve that nothing thall comfort therd, but peace with God, and
peace wich one another, . _ . '
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vfe. 2. When we have thusﬁﬁd rhmtgh the valley of Bs;m,' Pl 84. 6.

and m this fenfe made it # well, we may then go on to Berach.
and fic down there, bleffing and rejozlcing in God, who hatlr
made the two fFicks one in his hand. If any thing fhould affect
us, the great appearance of God fhould, wherein he hath put:
forth fo much of his Power, Wifdom, Love, and Mercy.

_ Isit nota mercy you havelong defired and prayed for ? And
God hath this day returned your prayers, like Noah’s Dove,
with an Olive Branch inthe mouth. How long did our Fathers
fow in Tears for this Harveft, and God hath referved the reap-~

ing time for us their Children? And therefote let us joy before 1. . 4,

hjm according to the joy in Harveft. . :

_This day hath the Lord rolled away our reproach, for what Johh. . o.

we

haﬁb.been,th@.re.nmamwehag been Giled with? Isit not. that.
. * 2 .
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Ezck. 13. 5.

"Death-bed he caufed a bundle of Arrows te

Two Sticks made Duz,
we have beén a divided peuple, crumbling iito Faltions and Par:-
tics, fill'd with. mutual animofities and jarrs, euvying and
hating one another ? Now God hath brought us to Gilgal, for
this day is the reproach rolled away ; "and thall not God have
the glory of this? o oo
ou have this day made up one great Ereach at which Judg-
ment ufed to enter, Ye have gone #p into the gaps, and made
wp the hedge for the houfe of Ifracl. You have this day recover- .
ed your ftrength  Divifion is 2 weakening thing : A Kingdom,
a Houfe, a Church divided cannot ftand. Untwifta Cable and
it is eafily broken. - Divide the ftrongeft Current into many
fireams, andit becomes fhallow and weak. - -~
You know the ftory of Scilur#s who had Ei htybf:ns, on his
, ught, and
iven to them,-and bids them break it ; whén they had tried
%uccel’ﬁvely, they aniwered, 'that it was not te be dope. He
bids them take them one by one, and then the work wag eafie.
Thereupon he tells his Sons, if ye agree together you will be
ftrong,. and invincible ; but if you-divide, you'Fbe weak, and
eafily overcome.” God hath in this agreement -bundled up hig¢

-Arrows together ; he hath made the rwo fHicks one 5 and thisis

your ftrength in the hand of the Lotd.  Thetefore be rhat gih-
rieth let him glory in the Lord. -~ o

You have done that in this agreement that promifes great ad-
vantage and comfort to our brethren abroad ; it is like the
beams of the Sun which diffufe light and heat to thoufands'at
once. And what can pleafe and rejoyce you, who are by calling,
by Duty, by AffeCtion, Men of publick Spirits and Aims,mere-
thanto be made fuch a blefling tothe whole Intereft of Chrift:
through the Nation ? ,

In this Union you have thewed a high Conformity to Chrift,-
He s all for union. There is a union %etwecu him and the Fa-
ther, aunion between him and the Spirit, a union between him-
and the humane Nature, a union between him and all Believers.
And it is fuch a union as admits of no difunion or diffolution.
Nothing can untie it : not faults and failures, not blots or ble-
mifhes, no finsor {wervings. Ah how many infirmities, neg-
lects, omiffions, how many weaknefles, wants, and wender-

ings doth Chrift fee in.us, and yet the union remains. - New-

when:
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when we are like minded one to another according to Chrift efus.
"This highly glorifies God. ,
- This union is an hopeful means to reconcile others to Reli-

gion, and bring them into the ways of Chrift. It is faid of the

Primitive Chriftians, They walked with one accord ;, suobuuaddy ,

and what fruit had it ?_the Lord added to the Church daily fuch -

as fhould be (aved. AQs 2. 46, 47. How many have eftranged
themfelves from Religion, and caft it off, becaufe of the feuds,
and heats of its Profeflors ; "afraid to touch it left they burntheir
F}ngers in the fiery contentions that are kindled by reafon
of it ‘ "

Mr. Corton, onthe 2d, Cant. 7. Icharge you, O ye daughters
of Fernufalem, by she Roes and by the Hinds of the field, thar ye
Jbir-not up, nor awake my love till be pleafe ; fenfeth the words
thus: By the Roes and Hinds are meant young beginners, per-
fons under fome preparatory work towards Converfion, who
are as fhy and fearful as Roes and Hinds, who are affrighted,
and run at the barking of a Dog ; fo will thefe at any of%
in the Churches of Chrift. Ohew many have fallen and been
turned out of the way, by the fatal ftumbling blocks, which our
divifions have laid inthe way of their Converfion. Now Ged
hath this day taken away the’ ftumbling block, by making the'
two fHicks one in bis hand. And (hould we not blefs God for
this ? - :

God hath intitled you by this agreement to the many and
great bleffings that are promifed in this Chapter to this work.
Do but fee what promifes God makes as a confequent of it.

. .1 Tefhallbe anabiding union. WhenGod unites his people,
who or what candivide them ? Unions made b{ethe policy and:
arts of Men for carnal ends and interefts, may be broken ; but-

a union made by God and his Spirit fhall not be broken. There--

fore it is promifed, ver.22. They fhall be no more two Nations,.

neither [hall they be divided any more at ak. That is one Mercy
romifed. :

? 2. It fhallbe attended with a peculiar fanctifying work of the:

Spiric, ver.23. Nither fhall they. defile themfelves any more with:
. ' shein

ences
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their deteftable things, for I will cleanfe them. 1 know how thefe-
deteftable things areinterpreted. But may we not underftand
them of their divifions too, and the fins caufed thereby ? I am .
fore thefe are deteftable things to God, and when his people.

Ezeks 16 €L are made one, they fhall become fo to them, working to fhame

3 and [elf-Iothing, and when they become fo, they fhall be no

more defiling. For I will cleanfe them, fays God. This is
another Mercy promifed. :

- 3. It fhall iflue in a clofer walking in all the ways and ap-:
pointments of God. So ver. 24. They fhall walk in my judg-.
ments, and obferve my fatutes, and do them. They fhall con-,
fult Divine Infltitutions, and frame their Worfhip and Ways
according to them.  And this is another Mercy promifed.

* 4. It {hall have its effe& in a clofer Covenant union to God.-
When his people are made one, he will renew his Covenant
with them, make it more manifeft that God and they areone.”
A thing is faid to be then done inScripture, whenitis made
more manifeft. Therefare it is faid ver. 23. Se fbal they be.
my people, and I will be their God. 4.d. 1 will make it appear to
all the World that thefeare the people of God, and that I am.
the God of this people. That is another Mercy promifed. ,

§. Itfhalliflue in a great advantage, and advanceto che King.
dom of Chrift. And harh not Chrift gained a grear point a-
‘mong you in this union ? 1 know yoncan’t but fee it, and fay
it. Divifion thuts Chrift out, union lets him in. Thisisa
‘Rev, g.1.  -door opened in Heaven, for fo the Churchis called. ~ The cver-
P, 24. 7. lafting doors are lifted up for the King of gloryto comein. You
have prepared the way of the Lord to his Throne, and given:
him an abundance entrance into his Kingdom by this thing. .
Then the Lord Chrift Reigns indeed when his Church and-
People ferve him with ome confent, in one way, and in ome Spiriz.
And therefore when the rwo flicks are made one, it is faid, ver.
24. David my fervam gdl be king over them. i. ¢. thall reign in:
the Church more vifitly, more powerfully, more glorioufly
-than ever. . .

_And therefore brethren, lift up your heads, and look far
great things to refult from this great work of making the swo

icks one.  1-am well perfwaded that G'od hath a grear defign

in this thing, and that it will have a fargher extent ti‘;n you can
o L fore-
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dorefee. How far it may reach to haften the removal of all ey, 5, 59,
made things,all falfe Worfhip, all humane devifings, who can :
sell? This is plain in Scripture, that Zions building, and Baby- Rey. 15. 5, 25,
lons ruine ; the Lambs Aarrying, and the Whores Burning,
do gotogether. The Church Militant and Malignant are like
a pair of Ballances, or the Buckets of a Well, as one goes up,
the other goes down, ' . .

The Spiri of the Lord can's be quieted till the white horfes zech. 6. 6, 8.
have fetched his people out of Babylon, and the black borfes -
have {peeded her deftruction. When the voice from Heaven gey, 3, 4 8.
once calls Gods people out of her, wrath from Heaven will .
quickly fall upon her.

But whatever the effeCt of this Difpenfation of God be with.
out, I am per{waded it will be great within. And therefore look
for fome glorious appeararce of Chrift both in your Churches,
and Miniftry, as the refultand blefled fruit of it. For,

6. Itfhall be attended with great Chusch Mercies, Se it is-
faid, ver. 26,27. I will fer my Sanétuary in the midft_of them,

-my Tabernacle alfo fhall be with them. V&hat is this SanCtuary ?
the Sepruagint render it ml dyd we, my holy things. It imposts
Purity of Gofpel Worfhip, That in Ezek, 43. 11. explains:
it.  Shew them the form of the houfe, andthe faﬂ?on thereof, and
the going ous, -and the comings in thereof, and all the ordinances
thereof, and all the Laws thereof, and write is in their fight that
they may kep the whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof,
ard dothem. This is fetting his SanCluary and Tabernacle in
the midft of us : And this receives farther light from thae of
Fohn, Rev. 21.2, 3. When ke faw new 3’cru/§zlem coming down
from God, then he keard a woice ont of beaven [aying, Behod
the Tabernacle of God s with men, and be will dwell wsth them.
Are not thefe great Mercies 7 : ,

7. Nay itis fuch a Union as thall have its effet in a-great in-

-¢reate. Divifion is a {cattering judgment 5 T will divide shem Gen, 49. 7.
sn Jacob, and [catter them in Ifrael. But union and concosd .
ere blefled with increafe. When were the Churches mulriplicd ?
but when they were at peace and walked regether in the fear of
the Lordy ‘and in the comfors of the boly Ghoft, AQts ¢. 31.
‘Therefore God here doth net only promife to make them one,
‘bue_fo. to make them' ome, that they fhall thereby be maay,

Ver.
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Ifa, ¢4 1, 3.

Pfal. 118, 23,

Non minor off
virtus, &c.

Eph. 4. 3.

Mative

Two Sticks made D, |
ver. 26. I will multiply them. And therefore fing O barren, thow

that didft not bear, for thou (halt break forth on the right hand,
and on the left, and thy fecd fhall make the -defolate Cities to be

snhabited. ~ And thisis another Mercy here promifed, :

O the many Mercies that are the birth of this one Mercy !
And therefore if the two fficks are made ore, give the glory to
him who hath made them ore, and hath faid rbey fhall be one in
his band. For it the Lords doing, and t]honla' be marvellous in our
eyes.  And that the wonderful work of God may be to you mat-
ter of lafting joy, give me leave to direct about it a little.

1. Labour to manifeft this union. If God hath made the
two Sticks one, let it appear that they are one. Make it evi-
dent by feeking each others welfare, rejoyce in the gifts, and
graces, and fuccefles of others, asif they were our own; con-
tributing your counfels, affiftance, fympathy, and prayers for
the common good. When we live and at as they that have
but one Eflence and Intereft, this makes the union manifeft,
and fhews that we are in a fenfe on¢, as God-and Chrift are
one.
2. Ufeall means to preferve the union. God hath made the
two fHicks one,and he looks you fhould preferve the onenefs. You
come hardly by it, dont let it go ; it hath coft many prayers
to obtain it, and therefore we fhould fpare no coft to preferve
it. What is hardly got, thould not be eafily loft : It isas much
a Duty to endeavour to keep it, as it wasto feek it. Jndea-

~ wouring to keep the wnityof the Spirit in the bond of peace,

Need I ufe any Motives to prefs this ?

1. How many unities doth the Apoftle urge as Arguments
for the maintaining this Unity # All things in Religion are re-
duced to one, that the people of God may be one, and abide
one, Eph. 4 4. There s one body, and one [pirit, one hope of your
calling 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptifm ; one God and father
of all, who ss above all, and through all, andin you all. How
many Ones are here to move the People of God tobe ene.

[1.. There is one Baf{v'] As Chrift had but one natural Body,
fohehath but one Myftical. : Chrift hath many Members," b;l;:

e
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one body. Nowhow monftrous is it for the Members of the

fame Body to fight one agdinft another, to rend and tare one

anothet ;- §or the Haid to pluck out the Eye, the Mouth' ro
tear the Hand, &e. - -2 - )

What nearer then-Mettibers'of the fame Body ? Brethrén
that have been éager, out of the fame Womb, have been di-
vided in Intereft apd Affections,. and have defaced all feelings
of Nature. You have inftances of this in Cain and Abel,
Yavoband Efaw. But it i notfo with Members of the fame

: They care-one for-another, and perform their feveral
Offices for the common good. Now ye are not only Friends
and Brethren, but Members of one Body.

2. There isone Spirit.] Asall the natural Members of the
fame Body have but one and the fame Soul, fo all the
Members of the Myftical Bzd;g of Chrift, have one and the
fame Spirit. One Spirit to inlighten and teach, one Spirit to
fanttifie, and one Spirit to direct and lead. Why then fhould
they not have one beart, and one way, when are taught
and led bw%one Spirit ? Is he not the Spirit of Love and
Meeknefs

3. There ss one bape of our Calling ;] i. e, One Heaven,
our hoped for Glory, to which all are called. There is one
Inheritance for all the Saints; and why fhould theer not be one
Heart in them that have en¢ Inberisance.

4 There’s one Lord,] and that is the Lord Chrift, whom
we all worthip and ferve : And fhall fellow Servants differ
that have the fame Lord ? s Chrift divided ? A )

. There is one Fafth.] One Syfteme of Chriftian Dotrine ;
am? if their be buc one Faith, why fhould we not be united
therein in one judgment ?

6. There is onc Biaptifm.} Thisis that Sacrament whereby
we are diftinguifhed from the unbelieving World, and incor-
porated into the Body of Chrift, ' As many as bave been bay-
sized into Chrift, have pur on Christ. And fhill we by orr
diftords unbaptize: our felves, .by. dividing from that Body
into Which we were bapized?'.. ~ :

[

¢ COI'.{ 12, 35.

1 Cot. I, 13,

' ' E ; 7.The"ré.



Eph, 4. 3.

vy and Malice : But Uaity among B rethren is good and plea—
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and all, and inall ] All thele are tp be reﬁmmed to
the Churdh,. Fatber of.#, by Regenerafion ; .aboue hy
his Dnmmmn, through al, by his Prefence aad fpec
vidence 3 in all, by his Spmt and Grace.

" And fhall ndt we be ane that have one God 2 shauhe bemaer
i, and rhrough s, aud in us, and ﬂaouldnot ‘this be an Argu-
ment to preferve Union among s ? . ‘

Aotive 2. Thisis one great end of all Chrifts

Ir-wasone end of his coming im0 the Wesld 3 Thar iu :&c
fulmefs of - time he night gasber tqgwber i ons, all thiggs i
Christ, Eph. 1. 10.

It wasooe end of his Miniftry ; " aod therefore he doth o
frequently inculcate it.  Thefe things I command you, tha: yr
love one anather. Fokn 1. 17. abd Fobm 13. 34,35-

It was much the matter of his Poayer for -Belioyers, Thar

| they all .may ¥c ove. He urges it agaia and agein, no lef; hen

ﬁom' timesin three Verfes, Fobw 17. 21,22, 23. .

}t was one end of his Death, ro.gathtr tagecher .iv du
children of God that 4re Jearsered abroad, Jobm 11. S0, Ses
Ephef. 2. 14

It was me,em; of bis afcenfion, and peuring eut of his Spi-
rit. It was ndt anly to unite us to(Ged, bur to ene apther.

He is the great uniting prmc:zles therefore the anme& of Be:

lievers is called she umty of
* You fee how much the Heart af -Chrify was fot ypon this.
onenefs among his People. Is this go-motive?

. This is an evident badge, a manifeft character of our
lecxpleﬂnp to Chtift. Fobn 13. 35.. By shis [hall ad sen
kpow that ye are my difciples, if ye lave one amotker. But if
ye do not, whote thcngleswm ye be known to be.then ?

4. Let that of the be a mofive. How goed awd
pleaﬁmr it is for brethren to live together sn mnity. Some thmgs
are good, but they are not pleafant ; as AffliCtious.
things are pleafant, but they are not gvod ; @5 Sims aad, Carq-
ruptions.  Some things are neither good, nor pleafuns ; as Enr

ant 5,



Jiowe - andfo lieeh intic @ double excellency, for which it fhould

be fouglr and imbraced. ‘
3. Itis an evidence that God is accomplithing the latter day

promifes upon you. Zeph. 3. 9. Then will I turn to the people

& pare banguage, that they may call upon the name of the Lord, -

18 ferve bim withone confent. Add Zech. 14. 9. In that day
Jball she Lord be ore, and bis name one. What day is that ?
When the Eord (halt be King over all the Earth.

6. Nothing puts a greatet beanty and glory upon you in
the eyes of others, then this : Cant. 6. 9. My dove, my xndet
filed 3 bue one, [he is the only ome of hey mother, [he is the choice
ome of ber that bare bev. " And what follows ? The danghrers
faw v, and bleffed ber, yea, the Quéens, and Concwbinés, ama
they praifed ber. Who'ss (¢ that lookgth forth ar the movningy
{drat ¥ moom, clear as the [unt, and rerrible as ax army itk

amrers. :

7. This is that which fecures the prefence of God with yeou.

Live in peace, andthe God of love and peace fhall be with yom, 2 Cor.13. 11y

Thefe are fome of thg many Motives I might urge for the
preforving this Ulgion, whichils fégreaca Duty upon all the
Churches ; but ioge efpecially upon you, thac are their

¢s- and leaders ;. you are: to gb before them in it as the
,-ﬁagoﬁheﬂoek‘ C I
. Therefore you ftiould be the grede examples ofi it. The:
Futes of: the: Cherubims in the' ’ e'nxlv looked ore towards’
another : Which fome think fignified the agreemerst thac (ould

be athong' the: Minifters of the- Gofpel.: So the fix brunches Exod. 15,

of the golden Candleftick joyn'd all in one ; which intimares’
that they who hold out the light of Truth to others fliould be
ohe: themfelves.

Your Place, Calling,- Offite’and Work, wherewith God
hycli becrafed you, do with: a loud veice call you- to- this -

Moreé then the faving your own-Sduls lies-upon your hands.

Fhe Gloty of Chrift, the promoting his Nansd and Intereft,
the building up his Church, the inlarging his: Kingdom and
Déeminion, are the grear part committed to- you
qmm:f.ybm Wattes aﬁwgg the: Awgels ‘who are: to pour
RS 2 out

3,
3



Janes 4. 1.

Temple, and the Pials are in the hands of the Argels that,
come out of the Temple. Now I pray mark how they are
clothed, in pure and white linnen, and thesr breasts girded
with golden girdles, Rev. 15. 6. Thisdenotes FPurity, Peace
and Unity, And how muit thefe Vials be poured out ? By
Preaching the everlafting Gofpel. And pray mind, the Preach-
ing the everlafting Gotpel is faid to be the work but of ane.
~Angel, Rev. 14. 6. and yet the pouring out the Vials is the
work of feven, to fhew their unitednefs in the Gofpel, and
caufe of Chrift againft Antichrift.

Brethren, What defign God may have to honour you in
making ufe of your Gifts, and Learning, and Zeal for de-
throriing the Beaft, and promoting the Kingdom of Chrift,
who can tell ? But this | can tell, thatit can never be done,
but by a Spirit of Love and Union ; and thould we not labour
to preferve it 2 ‘

Queft. 1 but how fhall it be done.

« Anfw. 1. Labour toremove all the caufes of divifion. Loek:
back and fee what root our difcords fprang from, 7 Ceme they
met hence, even of - owr Insts? \Whatever you find.to have been-
the caufe of them ; whether Spiritual Pride, . or a Contentious
Difpofition, or an affeCtation of Singularity , or errour:of
Opinion, or admiration of Mens Perfons, ora fournefs of
Spirit,. or an ambition of drawing Difciples after us. - Let the
caufe be what it will, it'muft beremoyed, if you would have-
the Union preferved. , '

. 2. Take heed of paffirg ri§orous Cenlyres on every light
occafion, and making the worft of matters. In weighing the
Actions of others, be (ure alwayes to caft in the .allowance of

HumaneFrailcy ;  becaufe jt is that which you expect many,

grainsof for your felf, whensanather holds the fcale.: This
aufterity and. fournels of Spirit, is ufually attended. with a-

. double mifchief ; it hinders Union where it is indeavoured, and

"+ it often breaks jt where it is attained. Thofe dxetged¥xases that

examine all things by the rigid rule of extream right, ,ase nei-
s _ ' ther



ther juit nor wile... 1n0ey are not juit to tne iuie, which re-
quires Moderation, and bearing and forbearing, where the
cafe needs it.  Nor are they wife for themfelves : For fuch,
Solomon fayes, trouble their own flefb.

3. Take heed of impropriating Chrift to a party. Acom.

mon evil, bur- a great one. It was the fin of the Church of
Cornth 3 Every ome of you faith, I am of Paul, and I of
Agollo, and 1 of Cephas, and F of Chrif. Now the Apoftle
reproves them all, as well them that faid 7 am of Chrift, as
any of thereft. : _ : ; ,
. But why did he reprove them ? Is it not a Duty tobe of
Chrift, and to own him above all ? Yes, in a way of Union,
and Communion, but not in a way of Faction and Divifion.
We are to own Lhrift in a way of preference above all, but
not in oppofition to any. Weare to exalt him as the Author
of our Faith, but not fo as to {light the inftruments of our
Faith, which isthe fin the Apoftle here reproves. They were,
for prefering one Minifter to the contempt of another.”. One.

Prov. 11. 17,

1Cor. 1,12,

was for Paul again{t Apollo, another for Apollo againft Paul,.

athird for Peter againft them both ; a fourth was neither for
one nor the other, but for Chrift againft themall; i. e. they
cryed down all Humane Miniftry, and were for the immediate.
teachings of Chrift without any means or inftruments. Now
thus tofay, 7 amof Chrift, isafin. o

For as we muft not make a é:hriﬁ of Mean;;aby reginﬁ
upon them, fo nor may we lay afide Means, expeQing Chrif
fhould do.all without ticm, by o K e

Be {o for Chrift as not: to defpife Miniftry. Be fo for the
Miniitry. of one, as not to defpife another. Do net impro-
priate Chrift to any party. It is a dividing Spirit to fay, Lo
bere is Chrift, or lothere ss Chriff. It is to unfaint the whole
World to Confecrate our own way. And this is a provoking
thing, and muft needs ftir up. ftrite and envy ; for every mams
is concerned when his right and title is called inqueftion. .

The Apoftle difcoversanother Spirit, and more truly Ca-
tholick, when he writes to this Church, 1 Cor. 1, 2. Tothe
Jaints at Corinth, and to all that in every place call upon the name
of Jefuws Clrrist owr Lord, bosh yours avd owrs, He feems to

S )

Marth. 24, 33



RR % I SV B N

Zech. 3. 19

(2, 8.12.

Heb, 12.14.
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Col. 3. 144
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Chrift'to ¥ ;ﬁq; as to deny and defeat all other clatms. Fefwr”
Chrift, bork thesrs-and- ours. Like that of Chrift, Afy father

- and your father, my God and your God. Fobm 20. 17.

i.4. See that!your Union be laid in Truth and Holinefs.
(1) In'Truth : That moft have the firft place, love rthe
fi%th and peace. Unionin Errours, in falfe Principles, is no
better than a confederacy againft Chrit. _And fay nor # cor

deracy. ‘That is a curfed accommodation that” is made to
die differ'vice of Reeligion ; becaufe while we thus make peace

"

g&if,h’ Men; ‘\ﬁe'mskc a breach with God. _

" (2.)-Let your Union be founded in Hofinefs. It wifl not
ftand 1f it be not upon this bottom.  Loofe Zeal is not unity,
But compliance. Follow peace with all men, and bolingfs 5 with-
oat which>no man [bell -fee the Lord. ‘A Man may'fee God
without Peace, but hecan't fee God without Hofinefs: - -

¥ Peace is a fort of provifion: that will not keep if it be' not’
well falted' : Therefore our Lord Chrift hath raught you how
to preferve it'> Mark. g. Sa. Have  falt in your felves, amd
bﬂ:},g,} Peaqc} o_m;.with another. - ’ b S

* §.- KdepLove in conftant exercife.  Phisi§ a rrué principle
of Unipn. Itis not only the knot that'ties 'I;{ buit the * bond!
that libldsit. - It is the cement: that fiolds the ftones of Chrifts
Spiritual ‘Femple together. This wis the facred fodder whick

.. . . .united the Primitive Chriftians fo firmly of old, ‘that' they were
A8S 432, S A,

o[ one beart, and'ope foul) - L,

s Wee ard injted'to Chrift bY Faidh, but ‘to one another by
Lgve : ‘And"we fhould -be careful to ftrengthen Botli the baads;,’
that neither of /them bebroken. The tiue Mother Would' ra-

" sherlofe the’Child, ' then fes it divided. Amdung the Romans

they' had' a Yemple ® dedicated. Fov; depofiroviv, becaufe there
they laid' afide their quarrels and differences before they en-
ter’Qintd e Semate’  Shall Heathens: lay' afide” theit miotual
N Y . iars
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. 6. Prt:y much for that wifdorm that ss from above, whick “
prre, penkeable, xencle; and.enfieto besntreated, Fam. g, 13, {

3. Indeavour what in w{ou lies to perfedt this Umion. No-
thing lefs then this will fully anfwer the Prayer of Chrift. He
doth not only Eray that his people may be made one, buc
that they may be made perfeit in ome. Fobn 17. 23. Andif
Chrift prays for it, om;gKt not we to indeavour it ; that we
may be J"fe&? foined togerher in the fame mind, and in the y Cor.1 10,
[fame judgment ¢ - e N
And becaufe the onenefs can never be fully perfected here,
therefore let us long for Heaven, where this Blefling fhall be
compleat. Here we injoy it by way of initiation, their it will
be in confkmmation. All partition Walls fhall then be deftroy-
ed. There all contrary Opinions, and differing Sentiments
fhall ceafe. “Their Lurher and Zuingliue, Fooper and' Ridley,
fhall be all of a mind. Many Spiritual Gifts and Graces fhall
ceafe there ; whether there be prophecies, they [hall fail, or whe-
ther there be tongues, they fhall ceafe. Nay Faith, Hope, Re-
, @c. they fhall ceafetoo ;' but Charisy nover fadls: 1 Cor. E3. 8 *
Love and Union fhall g with you o Heavén, and Thall be a o
part of the Saints felicity for ever. It Thall no more be faid,.
Tamof Pauly and hof Apolo, bkt God fodlibe il iniallsi~ ")

I will conclude alt with a fhort Exhortation, and a Prayer
as Thort. The Exhortdtion is in Philip. 3. five fik Verles.
If their be thercfore any confolation in .Chrift, #f axy comfart of
love, if any fellowfhip of the [pirit, if any bowels and mercies,
Jall: ye vy ray, . vhiar ye-be.like mindad, -having the .fime love,
being of one accord, of”o»c mind : Les nothing be dine througly
Jrife, or vain glory, bus in lowlinefs of mind let each efteemn
other. bester then themfehves.  Look et every miam on Ws e
things, bus every man alfo on she thimgs of ethers.  Let this wind
basin you which was alfe in Christ Jefus, That i the Exhorta- .
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Eph. 3. 21,

ana confOtatson grant you te be lRe mmaca 0nt L0wArds anotier,
according to Chrzﬂ Fefus, that ye may with one mind, and one
wwouth glovife God, ‘even. the fzrher of owr Lard S'eﬁa Christ.
Then will the Two Sticks be'One in the hand of the Lord.- 1
To him be glory in all the Churches by Cbm? 3‘eﬁu, tbrongh-
Oﬂtnll age.t. AMEN. :

o

FINTIS

ﬂnfeﬁm Books are Pubhﬁleé By Mr. Matthew Mead, and
¢ fold by Tho. Parkburft in C‘henpﬁd: viz.

pm:nal wifdom lmproved agamﬂ: Temptation, ina Sermon
at Stepney, September 16th. 1660. 1

The Almoﬁ Chriftian Difcovered, or the falfe Profeﬂbt
try’d and Caﬁ, in feven Sermons.

" The Good of Early Obedience or the Advantage of Bearmg _
the Yoak of Chrift benmes

The Vifion of the Wheel feen by the Prophet Eukul open-

ed and Applyed, partly at the Merchanss Leture in Broad-

freet, and partly at Srepney on Famuary 3uth. 168", be

x:fthe day of thankfgiving to God for the great Deliverance
the ngdomfro:n Popery and Slavery




